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The  engrossed  bill  toanthorize  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government  and  for  the  adinission  of 
sach  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ha?e  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pierre 
Dennis  de  la  Ronde  \  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees 
Hill ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Qodfroy; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Fordj  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Da?id  Henley;  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreeland^  deceased ;  an  act  to  authorize  William 
Prout  to  institute  a  bill  in  eauity  before  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  against 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings^  and 
to  direct  a  defence  therein;  an  act  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  live  oak  timber  for  naval  purpo* 
ses ;  and  an  act  to  regulate  the  pajr  of  the  army 
when  employed  on  fatigue  duty ;  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  supplementary  to 
the  acts  concerning  the  coasting  tradeJ^  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  was  reported  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
wlihoot  amendmeDt.  fThis  bill  proposes  to  divide 
the  seacoast  and  rivers  therein  into  four  districts, 
as  heretofore  stated  in  detail.] 

Mr.  SiLSBZS  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bin,  which  proposed,  in  effect,  to  divide  the 
seacoast  of  the  United  States  into  two  districts, 
instead  of  four,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill ;  the 
first  district  to  extend  from  the  eastern  limits 
of  the  United  States  to  the  southern  limiu  of 
ihe  State  of  Georgia ;  the  second  district  from 
the  river  Perdido  to  the  western  limits  of  the 
United  States. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  of  the  particular 
proposition ;  in  which  Messrs.  Silsbbb,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Obr,  Livermorb,  and  Whitman, 
took  part ;  and  the  debate  had  proceeded  for  some 
time,  when 

Mr.  Trimblb^  to  give  further  time  for  consid- 
ering a  proposition  so  important  in  its  character, 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  motion 
prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Spbncbr,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  William  P.  Van  Ness,  judge 
of  the  southern  district  of  New  York,  of  Matthias 
B.  Tallmadge,  jodee  of  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  and  of  William  Stephens,  judge  of 
the  district  of  Georgia,  made  a  report  on  the  case 
of  Judge  Van  Ness ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.J  from  the  same  committee,  also  made 
a  report,  in  part,  on  the  case  of  Judge  Tallmadge ; 
'Which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  reports  are  as  follows : 
16th  Com.  jid  Sssa.— S9 


That,  in  reference  to  the  condaet  of  WiUiam  P. 
Van  Ness,  Esq.,  iadge  of  the  soathern  district  of  New 
Voik,  the  committee  have  endssTored,  by  the  exam- 
ination of  volnminous  documents  and  of  a  number  of 
witnesses,  to  siriTe  at  a  knowledge  of  the  transactions 
to  which  their  attention  was  necessarily  directed  by 
the  report  of  the  Jndidary  Committee  made  to  this 
House  on  the  6th  day  of  Mardi  last.  That  report 
stated  that  #117,307  01  of  the  ftmds  of  the  district 
court  of  the  southern  district  of  New  York  was  onac- 
connted  for  bj  Theron  Rodd,  the  late  cleA  thereof, 
and  that  it  has  been  most  giossl  j  and  neftrionsly  pur- 
loined. As  the  resolution  under  which  this  com- 
mittee was  appointed  emanated  from  the  Jndidarj 
Committee,  it  became  the  first  object  of  inqnirj  to 
ascertain  how  iar  Judge  Van  Ness  was  implicated  in 
the  misconduct  of  the  clerk.  After  a  dUtgent  exam- 
ination, no  evidence  has  been  discovered  to  establish 
any  participation  by  Judge  Van  Ness  in  the  embessle- 
ment  of  the  ftinds  of  the  court ;  nor  does  it  ap^iear 
that  he  has  reoeiTed  any  of  those  funds,  or  deriTcd 
any  benefit  from.  them.  That  there  was,  howerer, 
a  remiisness  on  the  part  of  Judge  Van  Ness,  a  want 
of  constant  Tigilance  of  the  money  of  the  court,  and 
of  rigor  in  enforcing  the  piovisions  of  the  law  and  the 
rales  of  court,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  yow  eomssittee, 
epseax  frttB  a  statement  of  the  facts.  Kules  had  ex- 
ietell  in  the  court  firom  the  1st  day  of  November,  1811, 
requiring  the  clerk  to  keep  a  distmct  account  in  the 
bank  where  the  court  moneys  were  deposited,  ae  clerk 
of  ihe  court,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  jiklge 
and  the  district  attorney,  and  forbidding  the  with- 
drawing any  such  money  from  the  bank  without  an 
order  signed  by  the  clerk  and  oountoisigned  by  the 
judge,  stating  the  title  of  the  cause,  and  the  party  to  • 
whom  the  same  was  to  be  paid.  Soon  after  Judge 
Van  Neas  took  his  seat  on  the  bench*  he  reoealed  that 
part  of  the  rule  requiring  his  signature ;  the  reasons 
for  which,  as  assigned  by  Judge  Van  Neas  on  a  former 
occasion,  were,  that  the  clerk  was  the  responsible  and 
accountable  officer,  in  whose  costodv  the  law  placed 
the  funds  of  the  court ;  and  that  toe  check  contem- 
plated by  the  rule  would  give  great  and  unnecessary 
trouble  to  the  judge  in  adjusting  the  claims  of  indivi- 
dnals,  and  to  the  suitors  who  might  H^ply  to  him 
during  the  Tacations,  at  his  residence,  one  hnndred 
and  thhrty  miles  from  New  York.  The  committee, 
however,  think  that,  in  most  cases,  the  dauns  of 
suitors  must  have  been  ascertained  in  the  judgment 
•of  the  court ;  and  to  them  it  appears  that,  although 
the  role  may  have  been  originsJly  adopted  en  a  spe- 
cial occasion,  yet  the  object  of  securi^  to  the  funds 
was  so  great  as  to  snpeisede  all  considerations  of  in- 
oonvenience,  and  to  require  ite  centinnance.  The 
rule  subjecting  the  derk^  account  to  the  imqwction  of 
the  judge  and  the  district  attomev  was  also  so  modified 
by  Judge  Van  Neas  as  to  confine  the  right  to  the 
judges  only. 

It  had  been  one  of  the  rules  of  the  court,  and  was 
adopted  by  Judge  Van  Ness,  that  the  derk  should 
exhibit  to  the  court  on  the  inX  day  of  each  August 
and  Februaiy  term  a  full  account  of  all  the  moneys 
in  his  hands,  or  standing  to  his  credit  as  clerk,  to  be 
examined  by  the  court  or  a  judge,  and  to  be  filed  in 
^e  office  of  the  derk  of  the  northern  district.  From 
the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  southern  district,  it 
appears  that  no  such  account  hae  ever  been  ren- 
dered. His  certificate  embraces  a  portion  of  time  in 
wUdi  Judge  TaUmadge  prsdded  in  Uie  southern  dis- 
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trict,  aii4  the  whole  time  when  Therwi  Badd  wie 
derL 

An  <M  ed  of  GoBgreee  requiree  the  derke  of  die- 
Iriol  eoaiti  to  giTo  bonde  m  the  mmof  tS/NM  lor  Um 
fulhiU  dieehtrie  of  theb  dntiee.  Aldwn^  tbie  onm 
ie  altofelher  iBiidoqneto  to  the  eoc vity  of  wmk  ler|o 
aawiiBte  ao  wero  paid  into  tiM  diitriet  cowt  of  Now 
York  during  the  tiao  Theraa  Bndd  woe  dork,  yot 
tiM  homd  of  lodng  evo&  thet  oiaoBiii  would  indico 
•omo  watohlliliiMe  on  tke  port  of  tko  dork'e  ouretiM. 
Thoron  Radd  hod  boon  dork  of  tho  dirtrict  of  Now 
Toik  flOBo  tiaie  {Nroriow  to  tho  act  dinding  tho  8toto 
into  two  dietrieti»  whidi  pooled  9th  April,  1814,  ond« 
pviraaot  to  thmt  dividon,  on  tho  llth  April*  1814,  ho 
woo  oppoiatod  doik  of  the  ooothem  diatriet.  Fron 
the  oertiftooteo  of  tho  dork  of  thot  dirtriot»  ond  of  tho 
Borthom  dietiiet*  it  oppoon  the!  there  hni  not  been 
flod,  in  oithor  of  thoir  officoe^  onj  hond  hj  Thoron 
Bndd  Sh  the  fcithfol  diachoifo  of  hie  dntiee  eo  daifc 
of  tho  eonthem  dietriet  Tho  onkwm  is  tho  ttoto 
f— lorkiblo  ae  Mr.  Bndd  hod  pre^io«o|f  given  orrtral 
bonde  ee  dork,  under  vodone  meppdntnunle,  after 
having  boon  remot ed. 

It  BjffMM  ffom  the  etaleaenti  of  the  honorable 
Mr*  Dogsvtt  and  the  hoBorddo  Mr.  Hnnler,  of  Oo 
0enato,  that  ee  bto  aa  the  tut  «r  Fohraaiyt  1817, 
Jndge  Tan  Nom  appeaTod  to  bo  igiior%At  of  the  per* 
ibne  eendition  of  the  fhnde  of  the  oonrt,  at  a  time 
whnn  appvdieneioQe  wefe  onteitained  by  eoveral  gen- 
tlemen  of  thn  oity  of  Now  Yodt,  who  had  ooanmnni* 
eatod  then  lo  their  flioBde  in  Congteee.  Jndge  Van 
Noai  appeared  belbro  tho  Jadldarj  Committee  of  the 
Senate  on  the  let  March,  1817,  and  etatod  hie  objoc- 
tione  to  the  pneage  of  a  bUl  then  pending  befbre  that 
eoramittee,  ud  whfieh  afterwarde  beeamo  a  law,  by 
windi  moneye  in  the  conrteof  tho  United  Stalee  wore 
dhected  to  be  dopodted  within  dxty  daye  from  the  8d 
of  Mareh,  1617,  in  tho  ofieeof  the  Badkof  the  United 
Statee,  when  there  ehonid  be  one  within  the  dietriet, 
and  repairing  the  eignatare  of  the  jndge  to  an  order 
Ibr  tho  poymont  of  inch  moneye.  The  o^eetione 
wore  enfoatantkUy  the  eamo  ae  the  reaeone  nrged  Ibr 
tlio  repeal  of  the  rale  befbve  mentioned,m:  that  it 
would  be  unnoeeeeary,  and  would  gifo  mnoh  tronble. 
Ho  asenred  the  eonmittee  of  tho  Senate  that  the  money 
waa  pedbetty  eaife ;  that  it  woe  in  the  Middle  Dmttiet 
Bonk,  north  of  the  highlande,  where  it  had  been  carried 
from  approhenaiona  of  danger  daring  the  war ;  that 
the  hank  waa  roipeetable,  and  the  derk  wee  reepon* 
dUo  under  hie  bond{  and  that  it  beeame  hb  do^  to 
aeo  to  the  eecnrity  of  the  money.  The  law  prnood, 
making  ft  the  duty  of  the  Jndgeeof  the  diflbienteourte 
to  caoio  tho  payment  of  tbe  money,  aa  belbio  etated, 
and  divocdng  that  any  officer  refoahig  or  neglecting  to 
make  eoch  payment  ehonid  be  proceeded  againet  by 
attaehntont  §br  oentempt.  On  tbe  80th  April,  1817, 
a  rnlo  wee  entered  by  Judge  Van  Noee,  dirocthig  the 
derk  to  pay  over  tho  moneye  of  the  court,  according 
to  the  Dfovieione  of  the  law,  within  eixtj  dqre  from 
tito  dd  day  of  March  then  laat  On  the  lOth  d^  of 
June,  1817,  an  order  wee  entored  for  an  attachment 
againet  Tberon  Rndd  for  not  complying  with  the  rule 
of  the  80th  April.  A  copy  of  an  attaohment  ia  Air- 
niehed  the  committee,  dated  the  80th  day  of  June.  It 
appoare  from  a  rule  of  the  court,  entered  on  tho  88d 
day  of  June,  that  the  derii  had  then  abaoendod.  On 
the  8th  Januaiy,  1818,  Thomae  Morrie,  the  maiahd 
of  tho  dietriet,  returned  that,  by  virtne  of  eoreral  write 
of  attachment,  he  had  aneeted  Theran  Bndd.  hnl  fond 


in  tho  cuetody  of  a  ehenff^  nrtuo  of  an  •» 
tion  ieeued  out  of  one  oi  tho  State  courto  of  tho  State 
of  New  York*  and  had  therefore  committed  him  lo  the 
common  jail  of  the  county  where  he  had  found  him. 
Further  proceedinge  on  the  attachment  were  diacon> 
tinned  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treaenry, 
who  inetructod  tho  dietriet  attorney  to  proeeod  by  ac- 
tion againet  the  dock.  The  great  delay  in  thnao  pro- 
eeedingi  ie  apparent,  and  it  cannot  be  aacnbod  whelf 
to  the  dietriet  attorney,  aa  the  law  eeeme  to  havo  madt 
it  the  epedd  duty  of  the  judge  to  canee  tho  money  to 
bo  depodted  according  to  ito  prodeione. 

According  to  die  foir  import,  if  not  to  the  lettvd 
Ae  act  of  April  18, 1814,  it  became  tho  duty  of  etwy 
court  of  the  United  Stetee  to  dodgnate  a  bonk  whm 
ile  money  ehonid  be  dopoeiled,  if  Iheto  ehonid  ho  aai 
incoiporatod  bank  within  the  judidd  diitoiel.  Onlhi 
ad  Auguett  1814,  Jndgo  Yan  Noee  made  a  rnlo  Ihil 
all  moneye  which  ehMld  tfaeroaftar  be  paad  into  km 
court  ehonid  be  paid  to  the  dark,  who  ehonid  dapodli 
tho  eamo  to  hie  credit  in  eomo  bonk  or  hanke  to  tkt 
north  of  the  highland  in  the  State  of  Now  Yodb 
until  tho  Author  order  of  tho  oonrt.    The 


for  thie  rale  wa%  tho  iftprohoneion  of  danger 
niTadon  by  the  enemy.  Your  committee  do  not  poh 
cdvo  how  thai  reaeon  eonM  emaate  to  provont  thi 
deeignation  of  eomo  certain  hank  or  banka.  Tho  re* 
port  of  the  Judidary  Committee,  made  at  tho  laat  aeo> 
don,  atatee  the  inability  of  that  committee  to  proooiute 
ito  ioquirioi^  from  a  want  of  knowing  the  particular 
bank  where  the  money  was  depodted  It  ie  obrious 
fiiat  the  omimion  of  euch  a  dealgnarfen  remowtf  « 
condderable  check  upon  the  improper  diepodtion  of 
the  fiinde  by  the  derk.  The  committee  cannot  dit> 
coTcr  any  eatiefriclory  reaeon  to  account  for  the  money 
being  eimered  to  remain  in  that  dtuation  for  two  yean  I 
after  the  peace  waa  known  in  this  countiy,  or  for  ftp 
not  being  depodted  in  eoaM  bonk  in  the  dty  of  Nov 
York.  ^^ 

Tho  report  which  thii  committee  hoTO  alroadT  madi 
nieperting  tiie  offioid  conduct  of  Jndgo  Tolimndgt 
wiU  exhibit  the  conrto  hdd  by  Judge  Yan  Neoe,  in  te 
northern  dietriet,  during  the  time  he  received  an  nddi- 
tionddlowaneeforhiaeerTioeeinthatdartriot.  Thoee 
aerficee  do  not  *PP< v  to  hare  been  eo  great  oe  Coo- 
greea  expected.  With  regard  to  tho  eouthom  diatxid. 
Judge  van  Neee  appeaia  to  hare  given  great  attontiea 
lo  its  buaineeiu  He  hae  held  dl  the  etated  terme  d 
that  diitriet,  excepting  two,  which  have  occurred  ainct 
hie  appointment,  and  he  hae  aleo  held  many  long  and 
arduouB  epcdal  torme. 

.  There  have  been  oompleinta  against  eome  deciaaeni 
and  ordere  of  Judge  Yan  Neei.  But  the  reepect  whicb 
thii  committee  entertain  for  the  Conatituttonal  rightt 
of  a  judge,  and  for  tho  lawa,  which  provide  adequate 
remediee  for  any  erron  he  may  commit,  forbids  their 
questioning  any  judidd  opinions. 

One  instance,  however,  appeals,  from  tho  papcn 
diey  have  examined,  to  partake  more  of  the  mmielO' 
rial  than  judidd  character.  It  waa  the  caee  of  a  evgv 
which  waa  a  priM  to  the  privateer  Tickler,  which  had 
been  idd,  and  the  money  brought  into  court.  IV 
judge  anthorned  the  derk  to  draw  out  tho  money,  en* 
oeeding  9146,000,  and  to  pay  it  over  to  the  rlaimant^ 
instead  of  directing  the  payment  to  be  mado  to  the 
daimante  inunediately;  and  |ieordered  thodutioo  and 
the  two  per  centnm  belonging  to  tbe  navy  poneion 
fund,  exoeeding  ^16,000,  to  be  paid  to  the  dorfc»  who 
was  to  pay  it  over  to  tho  coUeetor,  whenever  tho  oovvt 
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dvtennindd  the  amouiit  da6  to  that  officer.  It  U  not 
pereetred  why  fhe  moaej  *w«s  not  as  secure  in  the 
bank  ae  In  the  hands  of  tfie  defk.  It  appears  to  hsTO 
been  entficlf  leet;  tod,  fiom  tho  pepers  before  the 
eonimittoe^  i  eamet  be  disoovered  UuX  the  court  has 
yat  detemiBed  what  amoml  ahoold  be.  paid  to  the 
eolledon 

Under  e  senee  of  tho  doty  impeeed  npon  theniy  the 
oommittee  sobmit  theae  fMts  and  obserratioaay  el- 
tbonghy  in  their  opiniony  they  do  not  AmiiBh  mny 
ground  for  the  Conatitiitionti  interpoaitiott  of  the 
House.     - — ^ 

ReapeotiBf  the  offieial  cendnet  of  BUtlhies  B.Tnll- 
nudge.  The  oommitlee  h«ve  net  been  eppriiod  of 
a^y  other  charge  egainst  the  ofiuial  oondnct  of  Jndgo 
Tallmadge  than  his  haTins  omittad  to  hold  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  for  mich  he  was  nppointedv  ac- 
cording to  law.  It  appean  that  Jodge  TaUmadge  took 
his  seat  on  the  bench  as  judge  of  the  district  of  New 
York  on  the  16th  day  of  July»  1805.  From  that  time 
until  May,  1810,  he  hM  all  Oie  stated  and  regular 
terms  of  the  court,  (excepting  that  the  August  tentt 
in  1809  was  postponed  two  days,)  and  held  thirty-fire 
apodal  sessieiis.  The  May  and  August  terms,  1810, 
were  not  held ;  ihe  November  term  was  held,  and  he 
meeided  at  a  spedel  eovrt  in  December  of  that  year. 
In  ISll,  the  etated  tenis  of  Fobmary,  Augoet,  and 
Novembet,  were  adioamed  witho«t  being  opened  i  tlM 
May  term  was  haU,  and  spednl  eoorts  also  wore  held 
in  June,  October,  and  JteWmfaer»  of  thai  srear.  The 
Fabruaij  and  Msjr  lec^  of  181S  won  not  opened, 
Iwi  two  fecial  conrls  were  held  in  May.  OntheSOlh 
of  Aprily  18i3y  the  act  passed  authoriBiBg  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  judfa  of  the  dtstdet,  and  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1818,  Judge  Tan  Nees,  who  had  been 
appointed  under  that  act,  took  his  seat  on  the  bench. 
Alter  that  period,  Judge  TaUmadge  held  eight  stated 
terms  and  special  courta  at  New  Yori^ ;  two  of  the 
apodal  courts  with  Judge  Van  Nees.  Special  courts 
were  held  inAuguit,  September,  October,  and  Do- 
eember,  of  that  year,  and  also  the  stated  NoTember 
term,  by  Judge  Van  Neas,  who  held  a  spedal  court 
also  in  January,  1818.  The  Februaiy  and  November 
torms  of  that  year  were  adjourned,  the  latter  by  Judge 
TallnMidgay  the  former  by  Judge  Van  Nose,  who  held 
spedal  cottrts  in  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  Sep- 
tember, and  November,  and  the  stated  tenus  m  May 
amd  Angtat 


On  the  Olh  April,  1814,  the  dtetsiet  was  divided,  and 
Jn^e  TaUmadge  waa  aasigned  to  the  northem  dfatrict. 
Thfoo  slated  lerme  and  one  apodal  court  had  been 
hold  in  the  northem  part  of  the  State  previoua  to  the 
division  in  Beptembar  and  October,  1818,  by  Judge 
Van  Ness.  The  May,  one  of  the  September,  and  the 
October  lenns,  in  1818,  had  been  adjoumed ;  a  special 
coufi  was  heid  in  June,  and  one  of  the  Septemiier 
terms  in  that  year  was  hdd  by  Jodge  Van  Ness.  No 
conrts  appear  to  havo  boon  held  in  that  district  aftor 
that  period,  until  September,  1814,  when  Judge  Van 
Ness  hdd  the  stated  term  in  that  month,  and  also  the 
stated  terms  in  October,  1815,  and  April,  1817,  and  a 
apodal  court  in  November,  18  IT.  One  of  the  Sep- 
tember terms,  and  the  October  term  of  1814,  were  ad- 
joarned,  and  also  the  September  term,  1815,  and  the 
September  and  October  terms,  1810,  and  the  January 
and  Utica  May  terms,  in  1818.  The  May  terms  in 
1814  and  1815,  the  September  term,  1816,  and  the 
May  and  aeptember  terms,  1810,  hi  that  district,  en- 
tirdyrlUM. 


On  the  7th  September,  1815,  and  tiie  Slrt  Ootober 
1810,  Jodge  Tallmadge  hoM  i^ieeia!  courts,  and  the 
stated  term  hi  October,  1810,  at  Selem.  He  hold  thn 
stated  terms  in  Ju^  and  Oetober,  1817,  a  apodal  covrt 
in  May,  1818,  and  the  stated  terma  in  Mqrt  Jnne,«Bd 
November,  1818. 

U  appem  satislaetoffily,  from  tho  teetimony  of  oov^ 
oral  pbysidane,  and  of  the  honorable  Nathan  Sanlerd^ 
given  on  a  fermer  in^oiir  into  tho  condnot  of  Indgn 
Tdhnadge,  that  in  1810  his  health  booamo  eztremel/ 
dehcate^  and  that  very  great  exertion  of  body,  or  any 
unusual  agitation  of  mind,  invariably  pioduced  eevoro 
siokness,  so  as  to  disqualify  him  for  any  offieial  duties ; 
and  that  his  life  waa  prolonged  by  vinting  a  more 
genial  climate  in  the  winter  season. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  in  1805, 
Jndfo  Tallmadge  encountered  ^  mass  of  bndnesi 
which  had  aceumnlatod  from  the  iU  health  and  tho 
death  of  his  predecessor,  and  from  the  want  of  any 
judge  in  the  court  !br  the  time  immedlatdy  preeedinf 
his  appofailmeBt  The  dokoees  of  Judge  Pattonoi^ 
who  should  havo  prasided  in  the  dranit  oouit,  mate* 
rialhr  increased  the  labors  of  the  district  Judge. 

iSio  oommittee  are  of  opinkB  that  thoie  if  noddng 

eatabidiod  ha  the  offieial  oonAnet  of  Jodge  Tallmadge 
to  joetify  the  Oonatiiptionallnmrpeatrteaoftho  Meuae. 
The^  haas  dsswsd  k  Ihdr  dn^»  however,  to  pieeent 
tho  iaetB.  to  enahio  the  Honao  to  frm  an  oninion  on 
the  merits  of  the 


ARKANSAS  TBRBITORY. 

Tho  House  then  resolred  itedf  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  pro?ide  a  Ter- 
ritorial goTemment  for  the  eoathera  part  (the 
Arkansas  country)  of  the  Missouri  Territory. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
tlie  -bill  by  inserting  a  clause  (similar  to  that  in- 
corporated, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadqi,  in 
ibe  Missoart  bill)  to  prohibit  the  existence  of 
davery  in  the  new  Territory. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  wide  and  long-ooa« 
tinoed  debate,  eof  ering  part  of  tbe  groura  pre« 
vEoody  occupied  on  this  subject,  hot  differing  in 
part,  as  the  present  propoeitton  was  to  impose  a 
eoBoition  on  a  nrriloriai  government,  instead 
of,  as  in  the  former  case,  to  enjoin  the  adoption  of 
the  principle  in  the  coosritntion  of  a  StaSe,  and 
as  it  timAied  to  a  more  southern  Territory. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  in  rising,  said  he 
regretted  being  obliged  to  rote  on  this  mil  with 
so  scanty  information.  The  select  committee 
which  reported  it,  had  laid  on  our  table  no  state- 
ment of  facts — no  census  showing  the  different 
kinds  of  population  in  the  territory,  nor  even  the 
aggre^te  or  all  descriptions.  The  situation  and 
condition  of  existing  settlements  are  as  little 
known.  It,  however,  is  generally  nnderstood 
that  the  climate  and  soil  are  suited  to  the  culture 
of  wheat,  corn,  cotton,  and  tobacco.    The  dele« 

gate  from  Missouri  now  informs  me  that  the  num* 
er  of  inhabitants,  exclusive  of  Indians,  may  be 
estimated  at  80,000,  of  which  one>teath  are  prob- 
ably slaves.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  unwilling  to  al- 
low the  introduction  of  any  more  slaves:  it  could 
not  be  necessary  for  agrlcnltiirai  purposes.  All 
tbe  productions  before  mentioned,  could  be  brought 
to  perfection,  and  raised  in  abundance,  by  free- 
men.   Cotton,  aad  tobacco,  for  exporutioo,  had 
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been  chiefly  prodaeed  by  the  skTeholdiig  States. 
Bat  \»  it  Qot  reasonable,  asked  Mr.  T.,  that  at  least 
one  small  portion  of  onr  eoontry,  capable  of  grow- 
inf^  these  staples,  should  be  left  open  to  the  enter* 
pnse  and  industry  of  the  North  and  Bast.  He 
saw  no  ffood  reason  why  that  portion  of  the  Union 
which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent, 
should  be  excluded  from  participating  in  this 
raluable  species  of  agriculture.  That  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  allowing  a  free  introduction  of 
slaves,  he  had  fully  demonstated  to  the  Commit- 
tee when  the  bill  for  the  admiuion  of  Missouri 
into  the  Union  was  under  consideration.  Mr.  T. 
said  it  must  be  evident  from  the  present  ratio  of 
population,  as  stated  by  the  delegate  from  Mis- 
souri, that  the  labor  of  the  territory  was  now  per- 
formed chiefly  by  freemen.  He  hoped  this  state 
of  things  might  not  only  continue,  but  improve. 
He  therefore,  could  not  consent  to  render  labor 
disgraceAil-^to  connect  it,  in  public  sentiment, 
wim  servility,  and  thereby  degrade  the  condition 
of  laboring  med. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cult,) 
has  asked,  said  Mr.  T»  what  the  people  of  the 
death  have  done,  that  they  are  co  be  proscribed, 
and  had  expressed'  his  deep  renet  at  th«  intf  oduc- 
tion  of^is  amendment.  We,  sir,  said  Mr.  T. 
do  notJRoscribe  them;  we  leave  them  in  the 
full  4pytacntof  all  their  rights;  we  only  for- 
bid them  to  practise  wrongs:  we  invite  them  to 
the  territory  in  question,  but  we  forbid  their  bring- 
ing into  it  a  population  which  cannot  but  prove 
its  misfortune  and  curse  \  a  population  which,  if 
once  introduced,  will  fasten  like  an  incubus  upon 
all  its  energies,  and  from  which  it  can  never  be 
relieved. 

I  regret,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  pertinacity  with  which 
gentlemen  maintain  their  opposition.  To  my 
mind  the  amendment  is  both  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary; and,  if  the  welfare  of  the  territory  were 
alone  consulted,  I  should  entertain  no  doubt  of 
its  adoption  by  an  almost  universal  vote.  But 
other  ioteresu  are  to  be  protected ;  and  it  is  said 
that,  as  the  country  was  purchased  with  our  com- 
mon fund,  it  ouffht  to  inure  to  the  common  bene- 
fit. This,  said  Mr.  T.,  may  be  considered  a  tru- 
bm;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  who  adduced  it,  it  has  no  application 
to  the  case  before  us.  If  it  were  proposed  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  Arkansas 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  ose  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  the  objection  would 
have  weight.  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  nothing  like  it  is 
contemplated.  The  money  to  arise  from  the  sale 
of  lands  in  that  territory,  as  in  all  others,  will  go 
into  the  National  Treasury,  and  be  expended  on 
national  objecu. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat) 
has  charged  us,  said  Mr.  T.,  with  being  under  the 
influence  of  negrophobia.  Sir,  he  mistook  his 
Miark.  I  thank  God  that  the  disease  mentioned 
by  that  gentleman,  is  unknown  to  my  constitu- 
ents; and  it  is  because  I  wish  to  exclude  it  from 
Arkansas,  that  I  have  moved  this  amendment. 
But.  sir,  the  excitement  which  this  motion  has 
produced,  too  clearly  shows  that  the  negrophobia  I 


docs  unhappily  prevail  In  another  seetion  of  this 
country ;  tnat  it  naunts  its  subjects  in  their  dreams» 
and  distorbs  their  waking  hours.  Too,  sir,  have 
lately  seen  its  influence  on  one  honorahia  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  COL0TOH,)  who  considered  the  appear- 
ance of  a  black  face  in  the  gallerjr,  pending  yes- 
terday's discussion,  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  a  grave  address  to  the  Committee,  and  an 
animated  philippic  upon  the  impropriety  of  this 
debate.  To  snch  gentlemen  it  may  be  "  a  deUnte 
subject;"  but  to  me  I  confess  it  is  not.  In  my 
estimation,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  delicacy  of  the  sub- 
ject is  lost,  and  ought  to  be  forgotten  in  its  im- 
mense importance.  ''A  delicate  subject P*  in 
which  is  involved  the  security  and  happiness  of 
unborn  millions;  a  subject  too  delicate  for  dis- 
cussion t — because  our  debate  may  be  overheard 
by  a  negro  in  the  gallery.  Sir,  it  is  a  subject 
vastly  important  to  my  children,  and  the  children 
of  mv  constituenu,  who  shall  hereafter  emigrate 
to  Arkansas;  and,  while  I  have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  on  thb  floor,  I  will  discuss  it  freely  when- 


ever public  dutv,  m  mv  judgment,  requires  it. 
The  honorable  Spealker,  said  Mr.  Tatlou,  has 


asked,  if  we  wish  to  coop  up  our  brethren  or  the 
slaveholding  StateiL  and  prevent  the  extension  of 
their  population  and  wealth.  Mr.  Chairman,  cast 
your  eyo  on  that  mMp ;  survey  the  immense  smd 
fertile  regtoDs  which  sliatah  from  the  Sabine  to 
Georgia ;  countj  If  you  cbo,  tb«  miUions  of  rich 
acres  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
lying  uncultivated  and  vraste.  Ir  gentlemen  wish 
to  disperse  their  slaves,  here  is  an  abundant  open- 
ing. In  all  these  States,  new  as  they  are,  slavery 
has  already  planted  its  roots  too  deep^  I  fear,  to  be 
ever  eradicated.  With  this  opening  I  hope  gen- 
tlemen will  be  content.  Let  them  not  carry  the 
pestilence  beyond  the  Mississippi,  into  a  country 
where  its  existence,  as  yet,  is  but  little  known. 
Let  them  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  every 
vestige  of  slavery  will  soon  disappear  from  the 
territory  in  question. 

A  gentleman  from  Virgiaia  ^Mr.  TvLnn)  has 
added  his  lamentations  on  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  this  conatry  to  those  of  his  coUeagnes  who 
preceded  him.  He  informed  us.  too,  that  the  Le- 
gislature  of  that  State  had  passed  resolutions,  now 
in  this  House,  requesting  the  aid  of  Congress  to 
mitigate  its  evils.  He  nevertheless  took  care  to 
give  notice  that  he  too  should  vou  against  the 
exclusion  of  slaveryfrom  Arkansas.  It  is  not  my 
province,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  question  the  consistency 
of  any  honorable  member  of  this  Committee, 
but  certainly,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  not  huTe 
anticipated  such  a  conclusion,  from  the  evidence 
before  him.  If  Virginia  has  found  slavery  an  in- 
tolerable burden ;  if  she  seek  the  aid  of  Congress 
to  alleviate  iu  evils,  confessedly  too  great,  and 
too  inveterate  for  cure;  if  she  deplore  the  policy 
by  which  it  was  introduced,  I  should  not  hare 
expected  to  find  a  representative  from  Virginia 
legislating  for  the  prosperity  of  Arkansas,  and 
unwilling  to  exclude  it  from  that  territory. 

Another  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hoan 
NxLooii)  has  charaed  us  with  fighting  behind  a 
masked  battery.    He  considers  this  amendaaeni 
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I      as  an  entering  wedge  to  prepare  the  way  for  an 
1      attack  bf  Congress  on  the  property  of  malters  in 
f      their  slaVes,  in  the  sereral  States.    The  charge 
i      is  nnfoondea.    We  know  too  well  the  Conititu- 
i      tional  lowers  of  this  House,  and  the  Constitu- 
i      tional  nghts  of  the  States,  to  entertain  an  idea  of 
soch  flagrant  usurpation.  Nay,sir;said  Mr.  T.,  we 
!      do  not  propose,  e?en  in  this  territory,  over  which 
i      we  have  fuU  and  undisputed  soyereignty,  to  take 
from  the  master  his  property  in  a  sTave — so  far 
from  it,  that  if  it  be  fact  that  the  labor  of  slares 
I      is  there  in  demand,  by  prohibiting  their  further 
I      introduotion  into  the  territory,  that  demand  will 
be  increased,  and  the  value  of  soch  property  now 
there,  will  be  ff^eathr  enhanced.    Tne  same  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  T.,  has  expressed  an  opinion 
that  if  our  ancestors  had  maintained  the  doe- 
trine  embraced  in  the  amendment,  the  Federal 
Constitution  would  never  have  been  formed^  and 
he  has  thought  proper  to  warn  us  that,  if  it  be 
persisted  in,  the  confederation  will  be  dissolved. 
Has  it  then  com^  to  this  ?    Is  the  preservation  of 
our  Union  made  to  depend  on  the  admission  of 
slavery  into  a  territory  not  belonging  to  the  States 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted?    A  terri- 
tory purchased  by  Congress,  and  for  which  Con- 
gress  are  bound  to  legislate,  With  a  faithful  resard 
to  the  public  welfare.    Are  we  to  be  terrified  mm 
doing  our  duty,  by  threats  of  disunion  and  dis- 
meniberment  7    Ir  the  day  ever  arrive  when  the 
Representatives  of  one  section  of  the  country 
shall  legislate  in  this  hall  under  the  influence  of 
threats  from  another,  it  will  be  high  time  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union.    No,  sir,  said  Mr.  T., 
that  honorable  gentleman  greatly  mistakes  the 
people  of  this  country,  if  he  supposes  this  Union— 
cemented  bv  so  strong  interests,  necessary  to  all, 
and  especially  to  the  slaveholding  States-Con- 
secrated bv  so  much  fflorious  achievement-^sanc- 
tified  by  the  blood  of  so  many  heroes — endeared 
by  victories  won  with  the  exertions  and  treasures 
of  all — that  this  Union,  the  preservation  of  which 
is  the  first  lesson  of  lisping  infancv,  and  the  last 
prayer  of  expiring  age — that  this  Union  can  ever 
be  destroyed  or  in  the  least  impaired  by  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  humanity  and  freedom  in 
America. 

But.  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man bas  mentioned  a  ftct  which  shows  how 
Virginia  herself  felt  and  acted  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  in  the  Convention  of  1767.  It  was,  be  in- 
forms 08,  a  Representative  from  Virginia  who 
drew  the  ordinance  excluding  slavery  from  the 
Northwest  Territory.  This,  said  Mr.  T,.,  was  a 
noble  act-*wortby  to  immortalize  the  name  of 
Grayson.  But  alas !  His  zeal  for  the  rights  of 
man,  his  love  for  future  generations,  his  active 
philanthropy  and  manly  eiogoence  no  longer  ani- 
mate this  assembly,  would  to  GK>d  his  maotle 
had  fallen  on  some  one  of  his  successors.  Then 
that  successor,  and  not  the  humble  individual 
who  now  addresses  you,  would  have  tntrodoced 
this  amendment  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  would  have  supported  it  by  eloquence 
so  powerful)  by  aigument  so  unanswerable,  by 
pathos  so  irresistible,  that  instead  of  the  meagre 


majority  for  which  I  hope,  it  would  be  carried  by 
the  united  voice  of  every  member. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  too  sensibly  feel 
the  value  of  your  time,  to  proceed  in  thu  discus- 
sion. I  have  touched,  out  with*  the  utmost  brav^ 
ity,  the  most  prominent  objections  which  have 
been  ur^ed  against  the  amendment:  less  I  could 
not  say  m  justice  to. myself— much  more  I  ought 
to  say  in  j  nstice  to  the  subject.  The  general  con- 
siderations which  I  had  the  honor  to  suggest, 
when  in  committee  on  the  Missouri  bill,  are 
equally  applicable  on  the  present  occasion.  I 
will  not  repeat  them— they  are  fresh  in  your  re- 
collection. Mav  the  future  inhabitants  of  Ark- 
ansas approve  the  decision  we  now  shall  nuke— 
I  ask  no  more.  Let  their  interests  be  our  guides 
and  the  further  introduction  of  slavery  will  not 
contaminate  their  borders. 

Mr.  Wauur^  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: Mr.  Chairman,  in  takinff  a  view  of  this 
subject,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  we  are  legis- 
lating in  a  free  country,  and  for  a  free  people ;  the 
importance  of  the  principle  now  contested,  de- 
mands our  utmost  attention  and  vigilance  to  the 
ffreat  principles  of  the  Coasiitution,  and  particu- 
larly to  that  friendly  compromise  entered  into  by 
the  worthy  framers  of  that  inatrument.    It  was 
then  conceded  that  the  slaveholding  States  were 
to  hold  an  equal  portion  of  policy,^  and  to  be  en- 
titled 10  the  same  advantages  as  other  States  in 
^he  Union.  But  it  appears  by  the  prohibition  and 
restriction  attempted  to  be  made  as  a  condition  of 
admitting  new  States  into  the  Union,  a  direct  vio- 
lation of  that  sacred  compact  is  attempted.    The 
amendment  propoeed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Tatloe)  which  prohibits  slaves  from 
beine  taken  into  the  territory  of  the  Arkansas,  com- 
pletely deprives  the  citizens  of  the  Southern  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  from  any  advanta|[es  arising  in 
the  Qovemmentj  or  (torn  having  either  pare  or 
lot^  or  anjr  inhenmnce,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi.    Sir,  was  it  not  purchased  by  the 
whole  United  States?    Did  not  the  Southern 
States  contribute  their  full  share  for  that  pur- 
chase? And  are  they  not  morally  and  politically 
entitled  to  eqtial  advantages  of  the  soil?    It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  a  great  portion  of  the  population 
of  that  territory  willbe  emigrants  from  the  South- 
em  States;  they  will  be  disposed  to  remove  to 
that  climate  suited  to  their  constitution  and  hab- 
its, or  the  culture  of  rice  and  cotton.   Shall  they 
be  proscribed,  and  prohibited  from  taking  their 
slaves  ?    Sir,  if  so,  your  land  will  be  an  unculti- 
vated waste—a  fruitless  soil ;  it  is  further  south 
than  the  35th  deff ree  of  iatitiide,  a  low  and  warm 
country^  that  will  not  support  a  laboring  white 
population. 

But,  sir,  I  contend  that  we  have  no  legitimate 
power  to  iegialate  on  the  property  of  the  citizenc, 
only  to  levy  taxes.  We  inight,  with  the  same 
rightj  prohibit  other  species  of  property  from 
crossing  the  Mississippi.  Have  not  the  Southern 
Slates  yielded  to  the  iBastern  States  so  much  of 
their  favorite  system  of  free  white  popnlatioo,  «g 
to  give  up  and  relinquish  the  new  Siatea  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  all  the  vast  territory 
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Borth  of  tke  wm  Oliio  1  %ni  •hall  the  slaYefaoM- 
ing  Slates  be  withheld  from  a  rawU  share  of  the 
pfospeetiTo  adrantaees  arising  is  the  aeKlea»enc 
of  this  new  teiritory  y  Gentlemen  seem  to  think 
that  they  are  serrlagthe  eauseof  homanity  effee- 
ttrely,  in  prohibiting  slaTee  to  etoss  the  Missi»- 
sippi-  In  this  they  are  mistaken ;  thev  are  with- 
hoidmg  from  them  the  menne  of  all  tne  comfort 
and  happineea  their  condition  aAifds;  thnt  is, 
food  ana  raiment.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
frontier  conntry  the  serrant  feeds  as  his  master, 
and  is  anffioicoily  clothed ;  while  in  the  interior 
of  the  old  Ctenles  the  means  of  subsistence  is  scan- 
ty and  improvident. 

Bnt|  sir,  the  great  and  radicml  objection  to  the 
ainenamenc  proposed,  is  taking  away  from  the 
]ieople  of  this  territwy  the  nntnral  and  Constita- 
tiond  right  of  legislatmg  for  themselves,  and  im* 
posing  on  them  a  condition  which  they  may  not 
willhigly  accept.  In  organizing  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  forming  a  constitntion,  they  and 
they  aloncyhave  the  right,  and  are  the  proper 
jadgee  of  that  policy  best  adapted  to  their  genios 
andinterest.  and  it  onght  to  he  eidnsively  left  to 
them*  U  tn€f  With  to  exelaiM  slaves  from  h^* 
ing  uken  into  their  territory,  thev  can  prohibit 
them  by  their  own  act.  If  tney  think  proper  to 
ndmit  the  emigration  of  shives,they  can  say  so. 
Let  them  be  their  own  jodgea,  and  not  force  upon 
them  a  yoke  they  mny  not  be  willing  lo  bear. 
The  people  of  the  Arkansas  and  of  the  West  are 
competent  jadgee  of  their  Constitutional  rights, 
and  well  know  now  to  appreciate  their  privileges 
as  freemen ;  and  be  asaored,  the  further  from  your 
matropoliBy  the  greater  the  enthosiaem  for  liberty. 
SUveryit  an  evil  we  hnve  long  deploied  but 
cannot  cure » it  was  entailed  unon  us  by  our  an- 
ceators }  it  was  not  our  or^nsj  sin,  and  we  can- 
not, in  eur  pmaent  situation,  release  ourselves 
from  the  emborrawment  i  and,  as  it  is  an  evil,  the 
mere  diAisive,  the  liffbtsr  it  will  be  felt,  and  the 
wider  it  is  extended  the  more  equal  the  proportion 
of  inoouvenience.  We  knoW|  we  felt  yesterday 
on  the  Missouri  bill,  you  have  the  power ;  you  are 
ik»  majority  i  but  do  not  bear  us  down  on  this 
question.  1  trust  that  gentlemeo  will  ezerciae  on 
inis  vote  a  apirit  of  conciliation,  and  |^ve  the 
Southem  States  an  inheritance  among  their  hreth* 
ren^  by  suffering  such  of  «s  as  are  disposed  to  bo- 
cooae  citisens  of  the  Arkansas  to  take  our  slave 
prapeitjr  with  us.  Then  your  lands  will  be  sold ; 
your  soil  will  be  cultivated  i  and  your  country 
wtU  flourish. 

Mr.  MeLAiin,  of  Delawarci  said  he  regretted 
very  much  the  discumioQ  of  this  subject  in  iu 
peeeent  form,  with  regard  to  tbeee  territories,  cal- 
culated as  it  was  to  arouse  feelings  which  had 
longdumbesed,and  which  could  never  be  reeuaci- 
tatra  without  great  danger  to  that  humane  object 
wa  all  had  in  view.  Ha  regretted  it  the  more, 
because  it  never  was  without  pain  that  he  foond 
himaclf  compelled  to  assume  even  the  appearance 
cl  opimsition  to  the  most  enthusiastic  notion  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  With  such  impressions, 
he  should  not  have  taken  any  part  in  the  discus* 
sion,  if  the  question  had  not  been  treated  by  the 


oentleaMn  who  hae  just  reaqnaed  his  scat,  (Mr. 
Cu0Biu«)  as  one  of  liberty  and  slavery,  an  idea 
he  utterly  disclaimed;  and,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting any  misconception  of  the  ceune  lie  felt 
it  his  duty  to  take,  he  would  detaia  ihe  Comaaii- 
tee  a  short  tioM  wliile  he  espkuaed  ike  rmaoas 
by  which  he  was  influenced.  Mr.  McL.  eaid,  he 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  the  Houee,  in  his 
love  of  freedom,  or  in  his  abhorrence  of  slavery  is 
its  mildest  form.  His  earliest  education,  and  the 
habita  of  hie  lile,  weie  opposed  to  the  hol4iag  of 
slaves,  and  the  cncoun^ment  of  slavery.  At  the 
same  time,  he  would  yield  to  no  gentkama  in  the 
House  in  his  regard  for  the  Conatitutioa  ci  his 
eountrv,  and  for  the  peace,  safety,  aad  pceserva* 
tion  of  the  Union  of  these  Smtea.  To  these 
great  objects  all  minor  eonsideMlions  should  give 
way.  He  would  unite  with  gentlemen  in  nay 
course  withia  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  Sutcc 
Beyond  this,  the  oath  he  had  takea  as  a  member 
of  the  Honse^  forbade  him  to  go.  The  fixiag  of  s 
line  oa  the  west  of  the  MississipiH,  aortk  of  which 
slavery  should  not  be  tolerated,  had  always  been 
with  him  a  favorite  policy,  aad  he  hoped  the  day 
was  not  distaat  when  Upon  principles  of  lair  com- 
promise it  might  constitutionally  be  effected.  He 
waa  apprehensive,  however,  that  the  pfesent  pre- 
mature attempt,  and  the  ieelings  it  bad  eliciied, 
would  interpose  new  and  slmost  insuperable  ob- 
stacles to  the  attainment  of  the  end. 

Mr.  McL.  said,  that  gentlemen  had  lost  si^t  of 
the  real  questions  under  eonaideration.  They  had 
treated  the  subiect  as  if  we  were  now  deliberating 
upoa  the  eipedieoojr  of  increasing  the  slavery  in 
the  United  States  from  abroad  j  or,  as  if  we  were 
to  decide  whether  there  should  or  should  not  be 
slavery  among  us.  Sir,  if  this  were  the  question, 
there  is  no  gentleman  oa  (his  floor  from  the  North 
or  South  who  would  hesitate  in  his  opinion.  He 
believed  there  was  no  quarter  of  the  couatry  in 
which  slavery  is  more  seriously  deplored  than  in 
the  South.  But.  it  was  an  evil  which  existed— 
it  had  been  unfortunately  entailed  upoa  us,  aad  it 
required  the  naited  and  dispafisionata  wisdom  of 
the  nation  to  mitigate  its  horrors  and  soften  iu 
calamities.  The  nrther  increase  of  slavery  from 
abroad  had  been  prohibited  bv  very  severe  laws, 
aad  we  were  at  tais  semion  about  to  pass  others, 
enforcing  their  provisions,  and  repairing  their  de- 
fects. The  present  question  rf^sirded  merely  the 
dispositioa  of  the  slaves  among  us,  and  that  only 
in  a  limited  CKtenu  Sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  what  is 
the  queation  now  before  the  Committee  1 

France,  by  the  treaty  of  April,  1803,  ceded  to 
the  United  States  the  territory  of  Louisiana— 
by  oertaia  limits,  within  which  are  coatalaed  the 
territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  upon 
the  terms  therein  specified.  At  the  time  of  this 
cession  there  were  a  number  of  slaves  in  both 
places,  belonging  to  the  people  inhabiting  those 
territories, and  from  that  time,  until  now,  there  has 
been  no  inhibition  of  tbe  transportation  of  slaves 
to  these  territories  from  those  States  whose  mu- 
nicipal regulations  permitted  thdr  exportation. 
From  these  causes,  the  number  has  been  increas- 
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iag  daily  to  tlie  ptfHot  time,  «id  it  is  ateiAtcd 
that  tkere  is  at  preseot  a  tery  ooDuderable  slave 
pepulatioD. 

The  restrictions  whieh  are  now  proposed, 
aBMHiDt,  in  /set,  first,  to  the  emaaeipatioa  of  the 
present  slaves  and  toeir  issue;  and,  secondly,  to 
a  coDditioa  preoedent  to  the  admission  of  these 
Territories  into  the  Union,  as  States,  that  they 
shaii  prohibit  the  iotrodnction  of  siarery  in  fa* 
ture  from  any  part  of  the  United  States.  Under 
these  provisions,  persons  removing  thither  with 
their  families,  and  with  the  bona  fide  inteatioB  of 
residing  permanently  thereiny  are  prohibited  from 
carrying  with  them  this  species  of  property, 
should  they  be  the  owners  of  any. 

I  have  BO  doubt  that  these  propositioas  proceed 
from  the  most  humane  pbiianthropie  motives, 
and  nothing  can  more  gladden  the  heart  than  the 
contemnlatioB  of  a  portion  of  territory  consecra- 
ted to  freedom,  whose  soil  should  never  be  moist- 
ened by  the  tear  of  the  slave,  or  degraded  by  the 
step  of  the  oppressor  or  the  oppremed.  It  is  a 
theory  which  we  should  be  very  apt  to  reduce  to 
practice  without  even  consulting  the  condition 
of  the  preseot  miserable  race  of  slaves  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  if  we  had  the  power 
to  do  80»  Bat,  although  Mr.  McL.  desired  the 
result  as  sincerely  as  any  man,  he  was  bound  to 
my,  that,  alter  a  deliberate  investigation  of  the 
subject,  he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  posicssed 
the  power  to  impose  the  restriction.  As  it  re- 
garded the  unfortunate  beings  now  held  in  slave- 
ry in  those  Territories,  he  said,  he  had  no  more 
right  to  provide  for  their  liberation  than  he  had 
to  iuTade  any  other  species  of  property  whatso- 
ever. Their  owners  nad  acquired  the  legal  title 
to  their  labor  and  services,  it  had  become  a  vested 
right,  and  we  had  bo  power  to  disturb  it.  We 
had  no  greateir  power  to  take  from  them  iheir 
property  in  these  slaves  than  we  had  to  deprive 
them  of  nny  chattel  or  other  obiect  of  owner- 
ship* He  did  not  jnean  to  oonsider  the  ilave  as 
a  mere  chattel;  he  viewed  him  as  an  ill-fated 
meniber  of  the  human  race,  doomed  bv  a  hard 
and  eniel  fortune  to  devote  his  labor  ana  services 
to  another;  he  was  the  subject  of  the  prelecting 
arm  of  the  law,  and  his  liA  and  person  were 
«ored  from  those  outrages  which  might  be  com- 
mitted with  impunity  u^n  other  aTtides  of 
property.  But,  after  all,  his  services  and  his  per- 
son belonged  to  his  owner ;  he  was  the  property 
0^  his  owner.  The  man  who  steals  a  slave  is 
guilty  of  felony— this  shows  him  to  be  property. 
But,  the  coastitutions  of  the  States  in  which 
slavery  is  tolerated,  and  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  recognise  the  interest  of  the  owner 
in  his  slave  as  property.  The  Union  of  the 
States  is  founded  upon  this  principle ;  and  the 
owner  is  attthofiacd  to  reclaim  his  slsve  on  the 
ground  of  property,  when  he  shall  have  abscond- 
ed from  his  service.  In  many  of  the  States  they 
are  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  and  sold  for 
debt,  considering  them  as  property.  This  is  the 
law  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in,  part 
to  repiesent.  If  we  treat  them,  therefore,  as 
pioperty^  and  if  we  even  consider  it  in  a  limited 


sense,  that  the  owner  has  pteperty  in,  or  right  to* 
the  service  merely,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  right,  and 
we  cannot  interfere  with  that  right  by  a  mere  act 
of  toffislatioa. 

What  would  be  said  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Sute  of  Delaware,  or  Maryland,  if,  by  law,  they 
were  to  declare  all  the  slaves  within  their  terri- 
tory to  be  free  ?  Coold  it  be  pretended  for  a 
moment  that  they  would  have  any  right  to  do  so  T 
The  utmost  any  State  has  done,  has  been  to  say, 
that,  after  a  certain  day,  sometime  in  prospee*' 
trve,  the  issue  of  all  persons  held  to  slavery  shall  be 
free.  He  would  not  now  disouss  this  right,  thmigh 
he  could  not  discern  how  the  right  to  the  uso- 
fnict  of  this  property  could  be  at  all  impaired, 
and,  at  any  rate,  in  the  case  alluded  to^  the  owner 
would  be  allowed  the  privileae  of  removing  his 
slave  before  the  day  arrived  when  the  law  was  to 
take  effect.  Asit  regarded  the  slaves,  at  present 
existing,  therefore,  we  certainly  had  no  power  to 
interfere ;  and  the  question  was  of  consequence 
narrowed  down  to  the  simple  propositions  to  pro- 
hibit the  introduction  of  slaves  in  future^  and  to 
denying  to  the  inhabitants  of  those  Territories 
about  to  become  Ststes  the  right  and  privil^e  of 
deciding  for  themselves  in  this  narticnlar.  ft  by 
BO  means  follows  that  they  wiJl  not  decide  to 
exclude  slavery  in  future;  it  is  quite  probable 
they  will  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so ;  but  have 
we  the  right  of  taking  from  them  the  privilege 
of  judging  of  their  own  interest  and  policy  in 
this  respect  ?  To  our  power  to  do  this,  either  as 
regarded  tl|e  State  bow  to  be  admitted,  or  the 
territory  hereafter  to  become  a  State,  he  consci- 
eationsly  believed  the  Constitution,  and  the  na- 
tional compact,  to  which  he  would  hereafter  re- 
fer more  particularly,  opposed  an  iasuperable 
barrier. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  deaied  that  Congress  had 
power  to  impose  any  cooditioa  upon  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  iato  the  Uaion  impairing  its  sov- 
ereignty. We  had  a  right  to  require  the  form 
and  spirit  of  its  Constitution  to  be  RepoUicao, 
and  we  had  the  right  to  say  that  we  would  or 
would  oot  admit,  but  we  could  go  BO  further.  We 
eonld  impose  bo  terms  ia  abridgment  of  itt  rights 
of  sovereignty  whatsoever,  and  be  protested 
agaiast  the  opposite  doeuine  as  leading  to  the 
most  perniciotts  consequences.  ^New  States  may 
be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union.'* 
When  so  admitted  they  become  members  of  the 
Union,  as  the  others  who  have  been  admitted 
before  them ;  it  is  but  an  addition  of  another  link 
to  the  old  chain ;  incurring  the  same  obligations 
to  contribute  to  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  and  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  with  the  other  Confederates.  The 
term  ^Stats''  imports  sovereignty,  and  the  term 
"State,''  in  relation  to  the  federative  svstem  of 
the  United  Slates,  imports  the  same  degree  of 
sovereignty  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  States  of  that 
Union.  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  our  Govern^ 
men^  that  all  the  Stales  composing  the  Union 
should  have  equal  sovereignty.  It  in  the  great 
principle  on  which  the  Union  repose*— the  germ 
of  its  ditfation.    How  long  would  this  empire 
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be  held  together,  eonpoeed  as  it  is  of  manv  paru 
united  together  for  a  common  interest,  if  all  those 
parts  were  unequal  in  their  privileges,  unequal 
in  their  rights,  but  compelled  to  make  an  equal 
contribution  to  the  support  of  the  others?    It 
would  be  a  motley  tribe  of  sovereign  and  demi- 
sovereign  States— a  congregated  mass  of  inco- 
herent particles^isorder  and  dismemberment 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence.    Besides, 
sir,  a  constitution  is  the  charter  containing  the 
principles  by  which  men  are  to  be  governed  in 
their  persons  and  property — it  is  the  charter  of 
rights  of  a  free  people — in  its  formation,  deliber- 
ation and  freedom  of  deliberation  are  necessary 
ingredients ;  but,  if  we  are  to  make  their  consti- 
tution,  or  prescribe  the  terms  of  it,  what  becomes 
of  the  right  of  deliberation  1    We  dictate  the 
terms  ourselves  to  suit  our  views,  without  regard 
to  their  interests  or  condition.  In  effect,  we  agree 
to  admit  them  to  be  a  State  if  they  will  consent 
to  be  less  than  a  State«-to  constitute  them  a 
member  of  the  Union,  if  thev  will  agree  to  give 
up  the  right  of  judging  of  the  form  of  covern- 
ment  best  adapted  to  their  condition.    But,  sir, 
what  are  the  Jimits  of  this  power  ?    If  we  have 
the  right  to  impose  this  condition,  what  condition 
have  we  not  a  right  to  impose  1  The  power  must 
be  general,  or  it  does  not  exist.    If  we  have  the 
fight  to  insist  upon  a  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
the  new  State,  not  to  admit  slaves,  because  it  is 
humane  and  politic  to  do  so,  we  would  have  an 
ef  ual  right  to  insist  upon  a  stipulation  of  another 
kind,  if  It  should  also  appear  to  us  to  ^  wise  and 
politic ;  we  might  prescribe,  as  a  condition,  that 
their  right  of  suffrage  should  be  regulated  as  we 
should  direct;  that  their  representation  should 
not  be  as  large,  in  proportion  to  their  population, 
as  other  States }  that  they  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  equality  of  taxation;  that  they 
should  surrender  to  the  General  Government 
greater  powenL  and  retain  fewer  rights,  than  the 
other  States  or  the  Union  had  done ;  or  that  they 
should  encourage  this  or  that  religion,  or  no  re- 
ligion at  all.    And,  sir,  at  some  future  day,  when 
the  slaveholdiog  interest,  as  it  has  been  called, 
predominates  in  this  body,  it  miffht  be  made  a 
condition,  upon  the  admission  of  a  new  State, 
.  that  slavery  should  not  only  be  tolerated,  but  that 
it  should  never  afterwards  be  interdicted.    Let 
gentlemen  remember,  too,  that  the  predominance 
of  this  interest  is  by  no  means  improbable,  and 


undoubted  right  of  every  people,  when  admitted 
to  be  a  State,  to  become  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent— tree  to  make  their  own  constitution 
and  laws-— to  be  the  judges  of  their  own  policy, 
and  free  to  alter  or  amend  them  at  pleasure.  The 
moment  they  are  constituted  a  State,  they  would 
have  these  rights,  notwithstanding  tne  condition 
imposed ;  and,  if  they  were  to  present  you  with 
a  constitution,  containing  this  provision,  it  would 
be  matter  of  form  only ;  they  could  change  it 
immediately  afterwards,  and  abolish  the  very 
feature  you  would  desire  to  retain.    The  condi- 


tion, therefore,  would  not  only  be  unconstitotion- 
al,  but  useless.  We  do  not  possess  the  political 
power  to  enforce  it ;  an  attempt  to  do  ao  ironld, 
no  doubt,  prove  abortive  as  to  Its  object ;  but  it 
miffht  leave  behind  it  a  deep  and  lasting  sronod, 
rankling  in  the  bosom  of  the  State,  and  finally 
alienate  all  their  respect  for  voor  authoritr. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  besides 
the  general  principles  already  adverted  to,  isre  are 
not  at  liberty,  as  respects  this  Territory,  to  coo* 
suit  onr  power,  if  we  possessed  it.  We  are  bound 
to  these  people  by  a  compact  which  forbids  us  to 
impose  the  condition,  and  we  cannot,  wicboot  t 
breach  of  faith,  violate  that  compact.  The  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  provides,  that 
"  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
'  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accordiag  to 


*  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall  be  maintained 
^  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  lib- 

*  erty,  property,  and  the  religion  they  profess." 

This  article  applies  both  to  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas ;  and,  in  fact,  90  do  all  the  arguments  al- 
ready used ;  for,  though  the  law  now  to  be  passed 
refers  to  Arkansas  as  a  Territory,  yet  it  wrtii  short- 
ly become  a  Sute,  and  the  principles  derivable 
from  iu  sovereignty  would  then  apply  with  equal 
force.  By  this  treaty,  then,  we  have  atlpnlated 
to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  this  Territory  iu  the 
enjoyment  of  their  property,  of  which  their  slaves 
unquestionably  formed  a  part,  until  they  can  be 
incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
that  iS|  until  their  population  shall  amount  to  the 
number  always  required  to  authorixe  the  admit* 
sion  of  a  States  or  until  Congress  shall  pass  a  law 
authorixinf  them  to  form  a  constitotioo.  As  sooa 
as  this  is  the  case,  they  are  to  be  **  incorporated 
in  the  union  of  the  United  States,''  and  admiucMl, 
**  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitntion,"  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immnnities  of  '^citixens  of  the 
United  States."  What  are  these  '*  rights,  ad- 
vantajjes,  and  immunities,''  '^  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution?"  That 
they  shall  have  the  right  of  holding  slaves  if  they 
please  to  do  so;  that  they  shall  form  State  gov- 
ernments, with  the  same  rights  and  immunities 
of  all  other  State  govemmenu;  that  they  shall 
have  the  same  power  to  make  their  municipal 
laws  as  any  other  States,  and  the  same  advantages 
as  citixens  of  the  United  States.  As  such,  as  citi- 
xens  of  the  United  Sutes, .  the  right  to  possess 
slares  is  unquestionable.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  all  the  States  possess  this  right  of  admitting 
or  excluding  slavery  within  their  jurisdiction,  as 
they  may  think  fit.  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
possess  this  right ;  and,  though  it  is  their  present 
policy  to  exclude  slavery,  no  one  can  doubt  that 
they  would  have  the  right  to-morrow,  if  they 
thou|[ht  proper  to  do  so,  to  alter  their  policy,  and 
permit  the  introduction  of  slavery.  The  right 
to  hold  slaves,  and,  which  is  more  important  as  it 
respecu  their  freedom  and  sovereignty,  the  right 
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to  decide  whether  ibey  will  or  will  not  hold  them, 
ia  as  much  an  immuDitf  and  adrantage,  under 
our  ConatitatioB,  as  the  right  to  be  represented  in 
Con|rres8,  or  the  right  to  a  freedom  of  religious 
opinion,  or  tht  right  to  hare  the  slares  accounted 
a  jNtrt  of  tbeir  population,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed bjr  the  Constitution.    We  hare  no  more 
power  to  impair  one  than  another  of  these  rights. 
Sir,  we  cannot  attach  too  much  importance  to 
this  treatjr,  and  the  rights  secured  by  it.    It  was 
the  condition  of  the  uansfer  of  the  original  in- 
habitants of  this  Territory,  and  their  possessions, 
from  their  former  Gorernment  to  ours.    They 
enjoyed  theee  rights  under  their  old  Gkirernment, 
and  in  the  exchange  of  aileffianee  they  were  as- 
sared  that  it  ehonid  not  be  met ;  that  the  United 
States  would  guaranty  them  these  rights,  and 
protect  them  i«  their  enjoyment.    Strangers  as 
these  people  were  to  us  and  to  our  institutions, 
the  solemn  obligations  of  the  treaty  should,  on 
this  account  be  sacredly  obverred*    We  are  to 
win  their  affections  for  our  Government  and 
Constitution,  which  can  only  be  done  by  a  sacred 
reeard  for  their  rights  and  our  own  obliffatioDs. 
The  inhabitants  who  have  since  emigrated  to  this 
Territory,  have  gone  under  the  faith  of  this  treaty, 
relyins  upon  the  known  good  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
can Gbverbment,  for  the  strict  fulfilment  of  its 
stipulations.    Sir,  the  prosperity  and  union  of  the 
United  States  depend  vpoa  the  honest  perform- 
ance of  ail  the  engagements  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.    The  protection  to  all  its  mem- 
bers— of  the  people,  of  the  coontrv — in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  rights,  of  every  description,  is 
the  object  of  the  Union.    When  the  disposition 
to  do  this  effectually  ceases,  the  great  enafn  by 
which  we  are  connected  will  cease  to  bind  us. 
And,  sir,  if  any  one  or  more  of  the  States  have  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
principles  of  our  compact,  it  is  the  small  States, 
who  should  be  the  last  to  relax  the  most  rigid 
enforcement  of  their  true  spirit  and  intention. 

It  does  therefore  appear  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
said  Mr«  MeL.,  that  we  are  prevented,  both  by 
the  priaeinlefl  of  our  Constitution  and  the  terms 
of  our  solemn  compact,  from  imposing  this  re- 
striction; that,  without  considering  the  exi)edi- 
ency  of  the  measure,  it  becoases  a  conscientious 
duty  (though  to  some,  and  to  me  among  others, 
a  painful  one)  to  resist  it.  And  yet,  sir,  a  riew 
of  the  question  of  expediency  would  go  very  far 
to  mitigate  the  pain  which  we  might  otherwise 
feel  at  oeiog  unable  to  gratify  our  wishes.  We 
have  now  in  the  United  States  a  large  slave  pop- 
ulation. It  is  certain  that  it  cannot  be  increased 
by  importations  from  alM'oad.  Their  sudden  eman- 
cipation is  utterly  impracticable.  In  their  pres- 
ent situation,  even  a  gradual  one  is  almost  hope- 
less. To  meliorate  their  sufierings,  and  soften 
the  rigors  of  their  servitude,  is  the  most  that  can 
be  done  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  But  while 
tbey  are  confined  exclusively  to  the  Southern 
Stales,  owned  in  large  numbers  hj  a  single  indi- 
ridual,  aad  limited  to  a  single  farm,  even  this 
tbaoge  is  acareely  to  be  expected.  If,  however, 
tht|  wero  permitted  to  be  carried  by  the  children 


of  the  Southern  planter,  when  emigrating  to  the 
Western  country  in  pursuit  of  the  riches  which 
that  fruitful  territory  holds  out  to  an  industrious 
enterprise — and  I  would  not  permit  them  to  be 
sold  by  traders,  or  become  the  objects  of  profit*- 
they  would  by  this  means  become  dispersed  over 
a  wider  field  ;  their  condition  would  necessarily 
be  improved,  (for  thev  always  thrive  and  do  bet- 
ter when  held  in  small  numbers ;)  and  the  chances 
of  emancipation  would  certainly  be  multiplied 
in  both  countries ;  the  number  would  be  less  in 
the  South  and  the  West;  they  would  be  less  for* 
midable  to  the  white  population ;  and  in  the 
course  of  time  gradually  acquire  ease  and  free- 
dom. In  the  State  from  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  come,  the  work  of  emancipation  is  rapidly 
progressing,  and.  I  believe,  principally  owin^  to 
the  sparseness  of  this  description  of  population. 
Their  condition  is  also  better  than  those  further 
South,  from  the  same  cause.  There  is,  however, 
one  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject  so  nearly 
allied  to  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  impose  the  con- 
templated restriction,  that  I  cannot  avoid  advert- 
ing to  it.  It  is  said  by  the  gentlemen  from  the 
South  that  this  Territory  a'as  purchased  with  the 
common  fond  of  the  nation,  to  whose  benefits  all 
have  an  equal  right;  and  that^  by  preventing  the 
Southern  planter  from  carrying  his  slaves  with 
him  when  he  goes  to  settle  in  this  Territory,  you 
interdict  the  emigration  from  that  quarter  altogC' 
ther.  Although  it  is  clear  that  any  one  State  might 
frame  its  municipal  regulations  so  as  to  exclude 
the  introduction  of  slaves,  even  by  persons  remov- 
ing into  it,  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the 
exercise  of  this  right  ought  to  be  left  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  each  State ;  and  we  know  t^e  pol- 
icy of  different  States  varies  in  this  particular. 
In  Delaware,  persons  removing  from  or  into  the 
State  are  permitted  to  carry  their  slaves  with 
them :  their  introduction  and  exportatmn  is  pro- 
hibited only  for  the  purposes  of  sale.  In  Penn- 
sylvania it  is  otherwise.  Congress  would  cer- 
tainly have  no  power  to  interdict  the  emigration 
from  one  State  to  another ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
cctoaideration  how  far  they  can  do  the  same  by 
indirect  means.  I  cannot  admit  the  construction 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  SpsNoan)  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  provides  that  the  emigration  ^r  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
existiujs  shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be 
prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1808.  This  clause 
was  designed  to  embrace  all  classes  of  people — 
freemen  as  well  as  slaves — coming  from  abroad. 
It  could  not  mean  to  authorize  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  from  one  State  to  another, 
because  it  would  conflict  with  another  provision, 
that  citizens  of  one  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  free  citizens  in  another,  which 
secures  the  right  of  emigration ;  and  because,  if 
it  were  deaigmd  to  vest  the  power  in  Congress, 
it  would  of  necessity,  to  be  available  at  all,  be  an 
exclusive  power;  but  we  all  see  the  States  con- 
stantly exercising  it,  and  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  exercising  it  ever  sinee  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution. 
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Qfi  the  wMf,  If  r.  Cbaifflitii,  Mid  Mr.  McL., 

it  Items  to  ne  that  we  have  do  tight  to  impose 
this  restrictioo ;  and  that,  if  wo  had^  it  woold  be 
Qselesi^  impracticable,  and  QoaTaiiiag.  At  the 
tame  time,  I  do  not  mean  to  abandoa  the  poliey 
to  which  I  alladed  in  the  commenoemeot  of  my 
remarks.  I  think  it  bnt  fair  that  both  seetioDsof 
the  Union  should  be  aoeommodated  on  thie  sab- 
jecC,  with  regard  to  which  so  moeh  feeling  has 
been  manifested.  The  same  great  motiTes  of 
policy  which  reconetled  and  harmonized  the  jar- 
ring and  discordant  elements  of  onr  system,  ori* 
Sioally,  and  which  enabled  the  framers  of  oar 
appy  Constitotion  to  compromise  the  different 
interests  which  then  prevailed  npon  this  and 
other  sabjects,  if  pro|ierlv  cherished  by  us,  will 
enable  us  to  achieve  similar  objects.  If  we  meet 
npon  principles  of  reciprocity,  we  cannot  fail  to 
do  jnsiiee  to  all.  It  has  already  been  avowed  by 
Mtttlemen  on  this  floor,  from  the  Booth  and  tlM 
West,  that  they  will  agree  npon  a  lino  which 
shall  divide  the  sJavebolding  from  the  non-slave* 
holding  States.  It  is  this  proposition  I  am  anx- 
ious to  effect;  bat  I  wish  to  effect  it  by  some 
eompaet  which  shaJJ  be  binding  upon  all  parties, 
and  all  subsequent  Legislatures;  which  cannot 
he  changed,  and  will  not  flaotnate  with  the  divert 
sity  of  feeling  and  of  sentiment  to  which  this 
Smpire  in  its  march  must  be  destined.  There  is 
a  vast  and  immense  tract  of  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi  yet  to  be  settled,  and  intimately  con- 
neeted  with  the  northern  section  of  the  Union, 
upon  which  this  compromise  can  be  effected. 
Believing  as  I  do  that  the  Constitution  and  the 
compact  before  mentioned  will  not  permit  us  to 
extend  our  policy  over  the  whole,  I  will  be  very 
willing  to  take  as  great  a  part  as  I  can  obtain : 
and  in  so  doing^tboogh  I  may  lament  that  the 
humane  policy  of  those  who  are  so  aniious  to 
effect  this  end  cannot  be  more  widely  diffused— 
I  shall  at  least  enjoy  the  eonsciousnem  of  having 
conformed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  coontrv, 
and  executed  the  national  compacts  in  good  fiiitn. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Tall- 
lunua,  LivfinMonn,  Spuroir,  and  GuaaifAii; 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Qlat,  RonnnTOOX, 
TTi«ns^  IluQB  Nbuiom,  ^TOBna,  JoHxaoR,  of 
Virginia,  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  and  KiicoET. 
Several  of  the  gentlemen  spoke  more  than  once^ 
and  the  debate  was  mainuined,  with  much  ani« 
BMtion,  until  near  4  o'clock. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  first  part 
of  the  motion  (it  having  been  divided)  in  the 
foUowiog  words: 

^  That  the  further  introduction  of  slavety  or  invd* 
untaiy  senritude  be  piohifaited,  except  ftr  the  punish* 
meni  of  crimes,  of  which  the  party  shall  have  been 
convicted." 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negatives  For  the 
motion  68;  against  it  80. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  proposition,  to  de* 
clare  all  the  children  free  after  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  who  shall  be  hereafter  bom  in  the  Tern* 
tonr.  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  proeeeded  with  the  bill, 
and  having  gone  through  it,  next  took  up  the 


AIiABAM A  BILk 
For  enabling  the  peonle  of  that  Territory  a 
form  n  constitution  and  Sum  goveniaent.  ai^ 
for  the  admissioQ  of  the  sasne  into  the  Uilion  oi 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Staloa. 

Much  time  was  busily  employed  by  the  Co» 
mtttee  in  receiving  and  dlsnosing  of  vuriosi 
amendments  proposed  to  the  detnila  of  this  IhL 
and  -in  considering  and  deciding  on  its  provisicm 
Messrs.  Crowbll,  PotNnsmn,  Conn,  nod  otha 
entered  into  the  diseuasion.  The  Couamittsi 
negatived  one  or  two  motions  to  rise,  nod  pcf» 
vered  through  the  bill;  when  the  CommiOR 
rose,  and  reported  both  bills  to  the  Hausc,  wm 
the  amendments  auuie  thereto;  and  nt  near  lit 
o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 


TnoRSBAY,  February  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Robbrt  Ratmobi 
Rbbb,  from  Qeorgia.  eleoted  to  supplr  the  vaeii- 
cy  occasioned  by  tne  resignation  of  John  Fa- 
sythf  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  wm 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bloomfiblb,  from  the  Committee  on  Rcf- 
olutiooary  Pensioos,  reported  a  biU,  suppiemesi- 
ary  to  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  es* 
gaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  Uoitci 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war;"  which  w» 
read  twic«,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PLBAaANTa,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiGurs,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill  from  tk 
Senate^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  E 
Timberlake,"  reported  the  mme  without  ameni* 
ment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tint 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rbbb^  of  Maryland,  moved  the  House  n 
take  into  consideration  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  23d  ultimo^  for  the  erection  of  i 
monument  to  the  memorv  of  the  lateM^jor  Get* 
eral  the  Baron  de  Kalb;  which  motion  wtt 
negatived. 

Mr.  Holmbb  sobmitud  the  foUowijig  refe- 
lution: 

igsisimrf»  That  a  csmiittee  bei9pouMed  to  isfiiin 
into  die  CKpedMB^  of  pronding  ftr  die  first  BMsiisi 
of  the  nsxi  Csngiss^  at  an  ssitisrpsrisd  than  the  fiis 
Mondsy  of  Besember,  sad  thst  the  remmittf  hs« 
Issve  to  report  by  bill. 

Tho  resolution  was  read,  and  the  qtmstion  b^ 
ing  taken  to  ngree  thereto^  it  was  determined  is 
the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BTonna,  the  Comnaictee  ^' 
Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  pio- 

eiety  of  so  amending  tho  net  for  the  relief  of 
ajor  Loring  Austin  and  George  R.  Wells,  ss 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  ^all  settle  the  clnta 
of  the  said  Austin,  for  eight  htmdred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  ninety*five  cents,  instead  of  tht 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  tvronty- 
six  centSj  for  his  expenses  incurred  in  tho  defend 
of  the  sttiu  therein  muaed;  and  that  the  anaonsi 
to  be  settled  as  the  like  claim  for  expenses  by  aai^ 
Wells,  be  reduced  from  the  sum  or  six  hnndre^ 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  four  oents  to  th< 
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sum  of  one  hinidi<od  aod  teTenty^aeTeii  dollart 
and  UiiriT  eents. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  pty  of  the  army  when  employed  on 
fatigae  daty,''  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  thirl  time  to-morrow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Rees  Hill ;  An 
act  fot  the  relief  of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde ; 
An  act  ht  the  relief  of  Qabriel  Gbdfroy  s  An  act 
lor  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford ;  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  DsTid  Healy ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heisa  and  legal  representatires  of  Nicholas  Vree- 
land,  deceased;  An  set  aothorizing  the  purchase 
of  live  oak  timber  for  nayat  purposes ;  and,  An  act 
to  aathorize  William  Front  to  institute  a  bill  in 
equity,  before  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Coiambia,  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pub* 
lie  Baildtncs,  and  to  direct  a  defence  therein  r 
were  sererally  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
relerred,  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth, 
to  tlie  Committee  of  Claims;  the  sixth,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Rerolotionary  Claims; 
tlie  seventh,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs, 
and  the  eighth,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  con- 
firmifig  tbe  claim  of  Alexander  Macomb,  to  a 
txaiet  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  MiehigsD,*^  was 
read  the  third  time^  and  pesetf. 

ABKANSAS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  eoasidera- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  to 
•etablisb  a  separate  Teriiterial  lovernment  in  the 
southerift  part  of  the  prtseot  Mipaoori  Territory. 

Mv*  TATtiOR  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  in- 
serting the  following  provme  i«  the  bill: 

**  That  the  Itarthsr  iniioduetieft  ef  slavery,  or  in- 
▼olnntsiy  senritnde,  be  prohihitsd,  exeept  Ibr  the  mia- 
TtPi*r^-f  of  crimes,  whsmof  the  pasty  wall  hare  been 

**  And  thsl  aU  shiUren  bora  within  fhs  said  State, 
sftar  tip  sdwiariffla  tbsseef  into  the  Union*  shall  he 
tee  ai  Um  ag^  of  tiventy*five 


The  qneAioa  on  this  motion  being  divided, 
«a  fiist  taken  on  agreeing  te  the  fint  clause 
tJbareef,  in  the  following  woi^s : 

^  That  Ihe  forther  iotrodaefion  ef  staYeiy,  or  in- 
"volviitny  ssTfitude,  be  prohibited,  except  Ibr  the  pun- 
ishnseat  off  criaies^  whereof  the  party  snail  have  been 
foHy  coBviolsdL'' 

Aod  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  70.  nays 
71,  as  follows: 

YaAS — Messrs.  Adsms,  AUen  of  Msssachnsetts, 
Anderaon  efPennsylvsnis,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsteman, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Bosi,  Gomstock,  Crafts,  Cushman, 
Dtafingtoo,  Drtke,  Folger,  Foller,  HsU  of  Delaware, 
Heafatoa^,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitchcock, 
Hoetetter,  Hnbbeid,  Hunter,  Hnntington,  Irving  of 
Hew  Teik,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Lirermore,  W. 
Ibcisj,  W.  P.  Msday,  Marehand,  Mason  of  Rhode 
wimdf  Merriil,  Bobert  Mooie,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton, 
Vseshy,  Mnra^,  Jeiemiah  Ndbon,  Ogle,  On,  Pal- 
asi,  PiattamoBt  FawiiDg,  Btee,  Rieh,  Btdaids,  Rogens 
ffnillee,  Bsmpson,  aswage,  Boaddsi^  Seybert,  8har» 


wood,  Sottthard,  Bpencer,  TaUmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor, 
Teny,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  WaUace,  WendoTer, 
Whiteside,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Willisms  of  Xew 
York,  and  Wilson  of  Pemisylvsnia. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Ball, 
Barbour  of  Virginia,  Baasett,  Bayley,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Blount,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butier  of  Louisiana, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Desha,  Eail,  Ed- 
wards, Gramett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison, 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Y irginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Jones,  Kinaey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Me- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  lUineis,  McCoy,  Marr, 
Mason  of  Manachasetts,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelssn, 
New,  Newton,  Ogdon,  Owen,  Paiiott,  Pegmm,  Peter, 
Pindall,  Pleasant^  Porter,  Quailes,  Reed  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Rebeitsen.  8«wyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simphms, 
Sloewnbb  8.  SmiOi,  Alex.  Saiyth,  J.  8.  Smith,  anead, 
Stewart  of  North  Camliaa,  Stem,  Stuazt  of  Ma^isad, 
Tertell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Tirgiaia,  T«icker  of  Sondi 
CaioUna,  Tyler,  Walker  of  Kotlh  Camlma,  and  Wil- 
Uams  of  Nesth  Carolina. 

So  that  part  ef  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  was  de* 
eided  in  the  negatire. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remain- 
incT  clause  of  said  proposed  amendment,  in  the 
followiog  words : 

*<  And  all  children  bom  of  slates  within  the  said 
Territory,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  seevtoe 
untU  the  age  of  twanty-five  years." 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative«-*yeas  75,  aaya 
73,  as  follows : 

YaAa~«Meesn.  Adam%  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Bariwr  of  Ohio,  Batemaa,  Bennett,  Boden,  Boss, 
Comstock,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Drake,  BUi- 
eott,  P<dger,  Puller,  Qilbert,  Hatt  ef  Debware,  Hae- 
broudK,  Hendrichs,  Heniek,  Hester,  HHehcodE,  Boe- 
tetter,  Habbaid,  Hunter,  Huntington,  frviug  of  New 
Yori[,  Kirtknd,  Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Liteimore, 
W.  l^Lcl^,  W.  P.  Maday,  Marehand,  MerriU,  Mills, 
Bobeit  Maoie,  Samuel  Moore,  Mbiton,  Meseiey,  Mup- 
nf  ,  J.  NelesB,  Ogle,  Oir,  Nmer,Patlemott,  Pawfing, 
Bue,  Bidi,  Bidiardp,  Bogeie,  Buggies^  Sampson,  Sat^ 
age,  Sefauyler,  Sesdder,  Seybett,  Sherwood,  South- 
ard, Spencer,  Tattaadge,  Tair,  Taylor,  Tenyt  Tomp- 
kina,  Tewnasnd,  Wallace^  Wendorer,  wostorlo, 
Whiteside,  WilUams  of  Connecticut,  WiUiaflBS  of 
North  CaroUna,  WUliams  of  New  Yock,  and  Wibon 
of  Penn^Wania*        ^ 

Nats — ^Messest  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, 9all,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Baasett,  Bayley,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Blount,  Biyan,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louia- 
iana,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cmger,  Culbreth,  Deaha, 
Earl,  Edwards,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Caroliaa,  Har- 
rison, Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Marr, 
Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Middieton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M. 
Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Ogden,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pe- 
gram,  Peter,  Pfndall,  Pleasants,  Queries,  Beed  of 
Manland,  Beed  of  Oeotgia,  Bhea,Bdbertson,  Sawyer, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocumb^  8.  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth*  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina, 
Storrs,  Stuart  of  Maiyhmd,  Tenell,  TrunUe,  Tucker 
of  Viigmia,  Tusker  eC  South  OaroUna,  Tyler,  aod 
Walker  of  North  Carolina. 

So  that  part  of  Mr.  TATLoa'a  motion  was 
agreed  to. 
Mr.  William  a,  of  North  Carolina,  then  mored 
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to  reconsider  the  rote  just  taken.  He  had  roted 
with  the  majority,  for  the  parpose  of  obtaining 
for  himself  the  priv^ilege  of  moriog  a  reconsid- 
eration, wishing  for  a  full  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  on  this  important  question, 
which  could  not  now  be  obtained,  as  manf  mem- 
bers were  out  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken  on  reconsidering  the 
rote,  and  decided  in  the  negatiFe — jreas  77,  nays 
79,  as  follows : 

7xjis— Me«n.  Abbott,  Andeiaon  of  Ktatudrf, 
Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Baaett,  Baylej, 
Boecfainr,  BloomMd,  Blount,  Biyan,  Burwell,  Butler 
of  Louisiana,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  CrawIM,  Cragor, 
Cnlbreth,  Desha,  Barie,  Edwards,  Gamott,  Hall  of 
North  Can^s,  Hanisoo,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Johuaon  of 
Kentucky,  Jones,  Kmsey,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes, 
If cLaao  of  BeUware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy, 
Matr,  Mason  of  MasMchusetts,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson, 
T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Ogd^^  Owen, 
PaiTOtt,  Pegraoi,  Peter,  PindaU,  Pleasants,  Quaries, 
Btoed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  RinggoU, 
Robertson,  Sawyer,  Settle,  8haw,  Simkina,  Sbcumb, 
8.  Smith,  Alexander  Sm jth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stew- 
art of  North  Carolina,  Stom,  Stnait  of  Maryland, 
Terrell,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Yiiginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Oan^ina,  Walker  of 
Kentucky,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetls,  An- 
derson of  Pennsylvania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
Bennett,  Boden,  Boss,  Comstock,  Crafts,  Cudhman, 
Darlington,  Drake,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gilbert,  Hale,  HaU 
of  Delaware,  Hasbrondi,  Hendricks,  Herrickt  Hebtar, 
Httchoock,  Hootetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntington, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kirtland, 
Lawyer,  Lincoln,  Liim,  Livermore,  W.  Maday,  W.  P. 
Maclay,  Marcfaand,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrill, 
Mille,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Mooie,  Morton,  Moeeley, 
Mumy,  Jemiah  Nelson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Pahner,  Patter- 
aon.  Pawling,  Raee»  Bich»  Richards,  Rogara,  Ruggles, 
Sampeon,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Seudder,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Silabeo,  Southard,  Speneer,  Tallmadge,  Tarr, 
Taylor,  Teny,  Tompkins,  Townasnd,  Upham,  Wal- 
laco,  Wendover,  Westarlo^  Whiteside,  Wiffiama  of 
Connecticut,  WiUiams,  of  New  To^  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thiiTd  readings- 
Mr.  Basbbtt,  deeming  every  effort  called  for 
on  the  part  of  the  minority  on  this  subject,  to 
aastain  their  Constitutional  rights,  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  assailed  in  the  amendment  just 
adopted,  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a 
select  committee. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
PiHDALLi,  Colston,  Eowabob,  Scott,  Lownons, 
and  Mills,  as  to  the  coarse  now  most  ezpediaat 
to  give  the  bill;  in  the  course  of  which, 

Mr.  LowMDBS  moved  that  the  bill  be  kid  on 
the  table,  stating  at  the  same  time  that,  to  pre- 
vent iu  being  called  up,  and  decided  by  surprise, 
he  should,  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  move  for  a 
call  of  the  House,  and  take  up  the  bill  for  a  de- 
cision. This  motion  prevailed,  and 
The  bill  was  laid  on  the  lable^ 
The  House  next  took  up  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  the  Wlide  to  the 


bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  a  State  gor^ 
emment  in  the  Territory  of  Alahama,  and  for  r« 
admission  into  the  Union. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  tie 
House,  and.  after  an  ineffectml  attempt  by  Mr 
CaowsLL  rurther  to  amend  one  of  the  aectiob 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  with  the  bit 
read  a  third  time. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATSa. 

Tiie  House  then  reeolved  itaelf  into  a  Coauai> 
tee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  H.  NaLaoa  in  the  chair.' 
oa  the  state  of  the  Uaion,  to  whom  had  bees  » 
ferred  the  report  of  the  comnuttee  appointed  a 
investigate  the  afiaiia  of  the  hank,  the  condition 
restrictions  subsequently  submitted  by  Mr.  Sm 
oaa,  the  resolution  absolutely  te  rep«al  the  chv 
ter,  submitted  by  Mr.  JoBHaoa,  of  Virginia,  aa^ 
that  offered  by  Mr.  TamaLB,  to  issue  a  sda 
facias. 

The  particolar  aubjest  first  ia  order  was  tk 
bill  reported  by  the  bank  committee  to  eafsrce 
the  provisions  of  the  act  iacorpofatlag  the  bask 
and  it  was  aecordiagly  aaaoBaeed  by  the  Chai^ 
man. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  obaerved  that,  is 
there  were  two  other  propoaitioaa  before  the  Con- 
mittee,  the  adoption  of  either  of  which  wooU 
supersede  the  neeesaity  of  aetiag  on  the  bili,4i 
thought  it  would  be  the  piefefabU  eoorse  firat  u 
take  up  for  consideration  one  of  those  propos- 
tions ;  aad  he  moved  that  the  Committee  pn- 
seed  to  conaider  the  reaolntioa  mored  oa  th 
9th  inatant  by  himself,  in  the  foUowing  words : 

**J?Bsshsd,  Thai  the  OsmBittss  sn  the  Jndkisi; 
be  instructed  10  lapsrt  a  bill  to  rspssl  ths  ad,  eotilM 
*An  act  to  iBootpoiala  die  sahssribsH  la  the  Bank  i^ 
the  United  8lalS8,psand  April  10^  IBieT 

The  Committee  agreed  to  take  up  this  resole- 
tioa.  which  was  read. 

Mr.  SraNoaa  rose,  and  stated  that  he  owed  » 
to  the  civility  of  Mr.  Jonnson,  that,  in  violatiK 
the  osaai  oostooa  on  such  oscasieas,  which  ah 
lowed  the  mover  of  a  proposition  to  commenct 
iu  discussion,  he  was  ssnetioaed  by  the  asseei 
ofMr.JoBNaoH.  Mr.  8.  begged  leave  to  remia^ 
the  Committee  that  there  were  three  distiaet 
propositions  before  it :  the  first  was  the  resotatist 
of  the  gendeman  from  Vlratnia,  (Mr.  John aosj 
the  second  waa  that  he  haa  the  honor  of  aaboiii* 
tin^  aome  days  since,  directing  the  issuing  a  aetit 
facias^  if  the  bank  did  not,  on  a  certaia  day,  ei- 
press  Its  assent  to  a  modification  of  iu  charter; 
and  the  third  was  the  resolution  of  hi4  friei^ 
from  Kentucky.  (Mr.  TaiUBLB,)  directing  a  sciic 
facias  absolutely  and  unconditionally.  Mr.  & 
obaerved  that  he  should  prefer  a  modification  of 
the  charter,  even  if  it  should,  by  aome,  be  es' 
teemed  a  new  compact,  to  the  toul  destruciioB 
of  the  bank|  with  the  views  and  appreheaaiom 
he  enteruioed  at  present  of  the  cooseqaeoces  of 
such  a  measure.  If  the  Committee  ahoidd  reach 
the  reaolotion  he  had  auboiitted,  it  was  his  inteap 
tion  to  modify  it,  ia  some  respect^  particalarif 
io  omit  the  thiid  propeaitioa,  which  propoasi 
giving  the  Preaideni  the  power  of  removing  aaf 
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direetor,  Mid  he  ihovld  ia  other  lespeett  tmend 
his  propositions,  at  time  snd  reflection  htd  ens- 
bUa  him,  he  thoqgbt,  to  improTe  tbem.  Aod,  if 
the  Committee  tbonld  reach  the  bill  reported  bv 
the  select  conmittee,  Mr.  8.  observed,  heshoold, 
with  the  approbatioB  of  the  geotlemen  compos- 
ing that  committeei  submit  an  amendment  wbicb 
woold  reqoire  the  stockholders,  constituting  an 
attorney  to  vote  for  them,  to  swear  to  their  own* 
erahip  of  the  stock.  Mr.  S.  thon^bt  it  proper  to 
apprise  the  Committee  of  tbese  intentions,  that 
the  subject  might  be  fairly  considered.  For  the 
rcaaon  before  stated,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  should  at 
present  vote  against  the  resolution  for  the  repeal 
of  the  charter,  and  against  that  directiog  the  is- 
suing of  a  scire  facias;  but,  if  he  should  not  suc- 
ceed in  at  least  the  plan  of  the  propositions  he 
had  submitted,  although  he  should  not  be  tena- 
eioas  of  each  partiealar  one,  he  should  feel  it  his 
doty  to  vote  for  a  scire  facias  unconditionally. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  make  explanations  of  some 
expressions  in  the  report.  The  remark,  that  *'  the 
principal  business  of  the  hank  certainly  has  been 
to  discount  on  notes  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock,'' 
was  liable  to  misconstruction.  The  expression 
used  does  not  convey  the  meaning  of  the  commit- 
tee ;  it  was  either  an  inadvertence  in  the  draught, 
or  an  error  In  copying ;  he  believed  the  expres- 
sion originally  was,  "  a  principal  pait  of  the  nusi- 
nesi^'*  dtc^  and  it  was  mtendta  to  confine  the 
remark  to  the  business  of  the  bank  at  Philadel* 
phia,  which  was  sometimes  looselv  designated 
as  the  bank.  With  respect  to  the  Unk  and  all 
its  ofllcesi  it  would  appear  that  about  one-fourth 
had  aaiformly  been  diseounted  on  pledged  stock ; 
while  at  Philadelphia  the  discounts  on  stock  had 
frequently  very  nearly  equalled  those  on  personal 
secarity.  With  regard  to  the  expression,  in  the 
close  of  the  report,  UMt,  ^  whatever  diflerences  of 

*  ojMJiion  can  exist  among  them  (the  committee) 
'  as  CO  the  result  and  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 

*  the  faeu  stated,  they  unanimously  concur  in 
'  giriag  to  the  preceding  statements  offsets,  and 

*  abstracu  of  documenu  their  sanction.''  Mr.  S. 
observed  that  he  thought  the  expression  suffi- 
cieatiy  precise^  but  he  understood  it  was  liable  to 
a  miacoBstruction.  When  inferences  were  min- 
gled with  frets,  the  unanimous  sanction  did  not 
extead  to  these  inferences ;  but  that,  in  all  cases 
wherever  a  fret  was  definiiel v  stated,  the  commit- 
tee meant  to  sanction  iL  Mr.  8.  remarked,  that 
the  report  had  been  prepared  at  a  time  of  severe 
iadispoetiion,  and  when  the  committee  had  been 
frtiMed  and  almost  exhausted  with  labor,  and 
he  Aouid  not  be  surprised  if  many  erroneoos  ex- 
pressions were  found  in  it. 

Mr«  JoBKSON,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  support  of  his 

motion.    The  eireumstances,  mid  he,  by  which 

we  are  now  surrounded,  are  different,  very  dif- 

fereot,  indeed,  from  those  by  which  we  were 

cheered  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 

aon  of  Congress.    All  then  was  peace,  tranquii- 

hcy y  harmony,  and  prosperity.    The  President  of 

the  United  Sutes  gave  to  this  House,  and  to  the 

OMioa,  a  picture  «  our  natiooal  felicity,  truly 

iaiSRsting  and  flattering.    The  pec^e  of  the 


United  States  were  represented  as  more  prosper* 
ous  and  happy  than  at  any  former  period  of  their 
existence ;  as  infinitely  more  prosperous  and  hap- 
py, than  any  other  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
What,  now,  is  our  condition  ?  Surrounded  by 
one  universal  gloom.  We  are  met  by  the  tears 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  Pictures  of  highly 
wrought  suffering,  of  misery,  and  of  distress,  are 
crowded  upon  us.  Our  sympathies  are  assailed. 
We  are  pointed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  gravely  told,  that  destroy  but  this  corpora- 
tion, and  you  dissolve  the  charm  which  secures 
to  the  people  of  this  nation  prosperity  and  hap-' 
piness.  And  is  it  possible,  said  Mr.  JL  that  the 
ten  millions  of  people  in  this  country  depend  for 
their  prosperity,  their  happiness,  and  their  repose, 
on  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  this  bank? 
This  corporation,  which  by  its  very  first  act  put 
our  authority  at  defiance,  by  the  first  step  which 
it  took,  violated  the  charter  which  created  it. 
Sir,  I  should  consider  this  country  in  the  most 
deplorable,  the  most  melancholy  condition,  if  the 
proposition  be  true,  that  by  the  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  this  bank,  which  gives  them 
exclusive  privileges  for  twenty  years,  we  enable 
tbem  to  direct  the  destinies  of  this  nation*  and 
make  it  happy  or  miserable  as  they  shall  choose. 
And  what,  he  asked,  had  been  the  course  of  con- 
duct pursued  by  a  majority  of  the  directors  1 
Had  they  pursued  that  course  which  the  public 
interests  pointed  out,  or  had  they  been  engaged 
in  praetisioff  fraud  and  corruption ;  in  the  pros- 
tration of  all  those  principles  which  he  coojildercd 
as  most  interesting  and  most  valuable  to  this 
country  1  I  will  not  presume,  mid  Mr.  J.,  that 
any  member  of  this  House  has  taken  less  pains 
than  I  have  done,  in  the  examination  of  .the  facta 
disclosed  by  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Has 
any  gentleman,  he  continued,  read  the  affidavits 
of  Dennis  A.  Smith  and  James  W.  McCulloh. 
who  entertains  a  doubt  as  to  the  facts  establisheu 
by  their  testimony  ?  What  does  their  evidence 
establish  1  Not  that  the  public  interest,  or  that 
the  public  good  has  been  the  object  of  a  majority 
of  the  directors  of  this  institution,  but  that  the 
interest  of  a  few  large  favored  stockholders  has 
been  the  constant  and  steady  object  of  their  pur- 
suit. What  were  the  means  used  to  obtain  the 
complete  control  of  this  bank  7  The  charter  was 
violated ;  shares  were  split  up  and  taken  in  the 
names  of  individuals  not  interested  in  them,  to 
enable  the  persons  really  owning  them  to  give  as 
proxies  a  much  larger  number  of  votes  thaui  ac- 
cording to  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  charter, 
they  were  anthorixed  to  give,  on  the  choice  ot 
directors,  in  order  to  obtain  an  undue  preponder- 
ance at  the  board.  This  was  known  to  the  judges 
of  the  election.  What  was  the  next  course 
adopted  to  secure  completely  the  interest  of  this 
favored  class?  I  know  not,  said  Mr.  J.,  bow  to 
speak  of  it,  or  of  individuals  who  are  not  present 
to  respond  to  me.  In  what  terms  shall  I  describe 
the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the  bank  7  There 
was  a  transfer  to  him  of  $15,000,  not  in  stock; 
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both  wico«sMs  coneur  in  nXMllog  that  the  ttoek 
was  not  traasferred  to  him ;  that  he  paid  nothing 
for  it;  that  it  was  a  timotfer  of  nooey,  of  proflt 
made  on  stock  purchased  and  helJ  hy  a  few  io- 
terested  iiidiTiauals,  large  stockholders,  who  sold 
1,000  shares  of  the  stock  held  by  them  for  a  proit 
of  015,000,  and  paid  to.Mr.  Jooes,  io  money,  the 
amount  of  this  speculation.  Shall  we  call  tliis  a 
dooeeur,  a  present,  or  shall  We  gi?e  it  a  harsher 
oamet  These  moneyed  speculators,  said  Mr.  J., 
who  haTc  an  eagle  eye  to  their  interest,  and  por* 
fue  it  with  an  appetite  as  keen  as  death,  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  presents  to  this  amonnt 
without  sooM  adequate  and  interested  Tiew. 
Having  pursued  the  course  necessary  to  secure  to 
them  a  conTcnient  weight  and  influenee  in  the 
direction,  it  became  necessary  to  apprMCh  the 
pr6sident|  to  touoh  his  poise,  to  soften  his  heart, 
and  fix  him  securely  in  their  interest.  In  what 
liffht  shall  these  honorable  stockholders  be  riew- 
edl  Shall  I  be  permitted  to  apply  to  them  the 
doctiiae  held  on  a  late  interesting  and  impormnt 
aolijcet'— that  the  instigator  to  bad  actions  is 
worse  Chan  the  actor  $  that  he  who  places  in  the 
hands  of  the  assassin  the  dagj^er,  to  be  pliraged 
into  the  bosom  of  innocence,  is  worse  than  the 
murderer  t  And  what  has  been  the  eonsequenee 
of  all  this  art,  this  management?  A  fewindi* 
Yidoals  bate  been  enriched  at  the  expense  of  the 
innocent  and  the  honest.  This  shaTiny  instim* 
ttoi»*-has  it  really,  said  Mr.  J.,  any  clatm  on  the 
justice  or  the  liberality  of  this  House,  or  of  this 
nation  t  No ;  justice  hides  her  face ;  she  wishes 
not  to  look  at  the  black  catalogue  of  iniquities 
which  this  institution  presents ;  humanity  would 
gladly  drop  the  tear  of  oblivion  on  the  sickening 
scene.  Mr.  J.  eaid  he  ctmld  not  speak  of  this 
subject  In  the  way  it  deserved,  but  would  proceed 
as  well  as  he  was  able. 

Has  this  corporation,  said  Mr.  J.,  by  all  the  acts 
ai  which  it  has  been  guilty,  by  the  division  of 
votes,  by  the  evasion  of  the  second  specie  instal- 
ment, by  the  judges  of  the  first  and  second  elec- 
tions allowing  many  persons  to  give  more  than 
thirty  votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of  their 
being  attorneys  for  others,  in  whose  names  shares 
then  stood^^when  those  judges,  the  directors,  and 
officers  of  the  bank  perfectly  well  knew  that  the 
shares  resllv  belonged  to  the  persons  oflTering  to 
TOte  npon  them  as  attorneys — forfeited  its  char- 
ier 7  If  the  charter  was  forfeited,  what,  he  asked. 
was  the  remedy  which  it  was  proper  to  apply? 
What  the  course  proper  for  this  House  to  pur- 
sue? Here  a  difficulty  presented  itself.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  he  contended, 
wiibout  authority,  and  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, had  created  this  corporation,  which  could 
not  be  tested  by  the  application  or  the  principle 
of  any  known  system  of  laws  in  the  world.  Shall 
we,  said  Mr.  J.,  refer  this  charter  to  the  standard 
of  the  civil  or  the  common  law?  The  Roman 
law  is  represented  to  be  the  source  of  incorpora^ 
tion— according  to  which  law,  a  voluntary  asso- 
ciation of  individuals,  at  anv  time,  or  for  any 
purpose,  was  capable  of  protlucing  it.  In  Bnijf- 
Uaoi  whence  our  notions  of  it  are  immediately 


borrowed,  it  aeems  part  of  the  Bxecotive  mathcr- 
ity.    The  King,  by  his  ietiars  paiant.  creaiaa  csr- 

e orations.    Shall  we,  then,  decide  thia  qwestia 
y  the  Roman  or  by  the  common  law  ?     I  ask 
said  Mr.  J«,  if  either  of  these  codeo  he  ia  force  ii 
the  United  States?    If  he  were  not  deemrted  ht 
his  meaaory,  the  Supreme  Court  hud  aoleoaa^ 
decided  that  the  common  law  of  Buglmod  wi 
not  ia  force  in  ihe'United  States.   He  tmdersisri 
the  Supreme  Court  as  having  settled  that  q«e> 
tioo ;  but,  if  not  settled,  Mr.  J.  said  he  abovid  slit 
contend,  and  felt  himself  prepared  to  prove,  thst 
the  common  law  of  Eagland  was  ncrt  tiM  faiv  of 
the  United  States.     The  first  settlera   of  tks 
country,  Mr.  J.  said,  flod  from  the  citiI  and  tbt 
gtous  persecutions  of  Bnglnnd,  of  Bnropo;  tlcf 
soo|^t  here  that  independence  and  huppiioi 
which  had  been  denied  cheua  in  the  eooooio 
which  gave  them  birth.    In  this  new  worlits 
this  expanded  eontincnt,  they  found  theoaeelTO 
as  free  from  the  shackles  and  deapotie  sf  stems « 
Burope,  an  the  winds  and  the  wuves  which  wafW 
them  hither.   They  were  eapabla  of  adopting  sir 
system  of  laws  which  they  thought  prcmer  to  «• 
leet.    With  regret,  he  had  hemd  it  said  in  Us 
House,  that  our  aaeeslorB  brought  with  themtte 
principlea  of  the  common  law ;  that  it  was  tM 
birthffightand  inhetitance— a  sort  of  betr-looa. 
This  he  denied,  nod  ooaieaded  that  they  c»w 
here  free  fVom  all  munieipat  laws  hot  soch  a 
they  chose  to  adopt.    True,  many  piiaciples  W 
the  common  law  were  adopted  by  the  first  set- 
tlers, from  choice,  becaaae  they  were  beat  kaovi 
to  them.    This  was  naturaL    But  what  was  tW 
course  adootcd  after  the  Revoiotion,  which  sor- 
ly  diasolved  all  the  charms  ^  this  boasted  sysim 
of  British  jarisprudeace,  and  left  the  peoide  of 
the  United  Stato,  as  a  nation,  free  to  choose  seek 
system  of  law  as  they  pleased?    Look  at  all  tk 
legislatiea  of  the  States  after  the  Revolution,  aif 
after  their  respective  eoastitutioas  went  iotooptr- 
atioa ;  they  adopted  for  their  owe  municipal  rtf 
niations  such  portions  of  the  common  law  » 
were  applicable  to  their  situation,  not  cootraryic 
their  bills  of  righu  and  constitntioaa,  and  not  fe- 
cal to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain.    Msar 
years  after  the  Bmte  governments  had  been  li 
successful  operation,  when  the  prnciples  of  h^ 
erty  and  free  government  were  well  known  ck 
clearly  and  distinetly  understood  by  the  peojrie 
of  this  ceaatry,  the  present  Constitatftoa  of  tk 
United  States  was  adopted.    The  people  of  tk 
United  Smtes.  by  this  instrument,  which  is  a 
original,  social,  written  compact,  freely  and  vsl- 
UBUrily  entered  into  by  the  contracting  partiei 
in  which  all  the  powers  of  the  Government  w 
expressijr  enumerated  and  clearif  defined,  whiek 
had  for  its  object  the  uaion  and  harmony  of  thi 
States,  their  security  against  domestic  disquiet 
and  foreign  aggression  and  danger,  to  regnlate  ib( 
intercourse  of  the  States  with  each  other,  saf 
with  forei^  aations,  adopted  lor  national  uai 
geaeral  objects,  and  not  with  a  view  to  local  as^ 
municipal  r^latioas.    Have  the  United  fikates 
or  the  legislative  power  of  the  United  States,  lir. 
J.  asked,  oy  any  act,  deehired  the  priaeipieo  et 
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he  comiBoa  Uw  to  be  ia  force  in  tiM  Uaiied 
States?  Tliey  are  eeriainlf  doi  reeogni^  by 
he  Constitatioft  of  ihe  United  States.  The  prin* 
siples  of  that  kw,  he  said,  were  not  suited  to 
och  a  GtoTeranent  as  ours.  Thejr  were  gener« 
lUy  of  a  chsneter  strictly  municipal;  they  had 
lever  been  adopted  by  legislative  enaction  |  they 
lad  never  been  adopted  by  the  only  branch  of 
he  Government  capable  of  giving  law  to  the 
leopie  of  this  country,  as  a  nation— the  Congress 
>f  Che  United  States.  We  therefore,  said  Mr.  J., 
lave  neither  the  comaMMs  law  nor  tne  civil  law, 
J  which  to  test  this  charter. 

Bat,  sir,  said  Mr.  J.,  we  have  the  charter  be* 
ore  ua.  Let  us  apply  the  fundamental  rules  of 
he  charter,  under  the  guidance  of  reason  andll 
oramen  sense,  lo  the  conduct  of  this  corporait 
ion.  Those  rules  which,  at  iu  creation,  were 
m  posed  on  it,  lo  goyern  and  dkecl  ila  eoone, 
vithont  a  dne  ob»ervanee  and  obedience  to  which 
ules  it  mast  cease  to  exist.  This  dnrter  has 
eeo  violated ;  and  Um  qnestioo  now  occurs,  has 
/ODgreae  the  power,  the  BBDraTpOww,  to  repeal 
he  charter,^r  Auat  ti|e  question  be  subniticd  to 
he-jjodiciaryl  U  the  juovision  in  tkt  act  of  ia>^ 
orporatioa  which  provides  the  remedy  by  wird 
lotoe  for  breashes  of  the  charter  obdigatory  on( 
^e  Congress  of  the  United  States  f  Cannot  the 
ower  wnich  created  this  corpoiation  disaoire  it? 
/an  the  fiiith  of  tUa  nation  he  pledged  by  an  act 
rhich  is  contrary  to  the  Conattlutiou  of  the 
onntry?  Can  this  corporation  surrender  its 
barter?  To  whom  would  the  aurrender  be 
lade  ?  Would,  it  be  to  a  member  of  the  jndi- 
iary ,  or  to  a  court,  in  aession  ?  If  so,  to  which 
lember,  or  to  which  of  the  Federal  courts  ?  Or 
ronld  the  surrender  be  nwde  to  the  Cong resa  of 
be  United  Statea?  He  h«mbly  conceived  that 
be  corpoiation  had  the  ri^ht  to  aurrender  iu 
barter;  that  the  surrender^  if  made,  mual  be  tot 
he  power  by  which  it  was  created.  He  pre- 
ttmed  that  it  would  be  conceded  to  htal^  that 
he  individual  members  compoaing  ihe  corpora* 
ion  had  the  power  and  the  tight  to  dissolve  it. 
*ut  the  case,  that  they  failed  or  refused  to  elect 
lirectors,  by  what  process  could  they  be  coerced 
»r  eompailed  to  perform  this  doty  ?  Some  meov* 
ler  had  suggested  that  a  maDdamus  might  be 
iwarded.  What,  vesort  to  a  mandamus  against 
m  individual?  Who  would  sue  out  the  process? 
Sach  a  process  was  someiimea  rcaorted  to  by  a 
uperior  court  to  compel  an  infi^rior  court  to  dis« 
iharge  its  duly.  Bqt  it  was  the  firat  time  that 
le  bad  heasd  of  saeing  out  a  mandamus  against 
in  individual.  If  the  members  of  this  corpora- 
ion  neglected  or  refused  to  appoint  directors,  it 
vould,  as  a  neceaaary  conaequenccy  be  dissolved. 
Vir.  J.  asked  if  this  institution— 4f  its  members— 
lad  power  over  its  duration  and  legal  existence 
nrhich  Congress  had  not?  Had  they  created  a 
lower  greater  thaa  the  eieator?  Had  not  the 
^ower  which  spoke  this  charter  into  existence 
ilso  the  power  to  destroy  it  ?  Mr.  J.  denied  that 
I  precedent  Legislature  could,  by  any  act,  bind 
its  sacccasora ;  contended  that  it  was  at  all  times 
competent  for  a  Wgialative  body  to  repeal  the 


acta  of  iu  predeceaaors.  That  this  Gongieaa, 
that  this  House,  would  always  be  aetuatad  by 
the  strictest  regard  to  propriety— to  the  immuta- 
ble principles  of  justice — was  £iir,  was  proper  to 
presume.  But  that  it  ought  never  to  be  restrained 
from  repealing  any  of  iu  own  acts,  or  those  of 
its  predecessors,  when  the  welfare  and  happineaa 
of  the  people  required  such  repeal ;  or  from  dia- 
solving  any  corporation,  or  supposed  corporation, 
which  claimed  to  exist  by  some  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  when  that  very  law  had  been  groaaly 
and  palpably  violated.  He  considered  the  right 
clear  and  indisputable.  Is  it  expedieat,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  exercise  this  tight? 
He  considered  the  policy  equally  clear  and  India* 
potable.  He  understood  the  bank  was  now  aUe 
to  pay  all  iu  debu,  and  to  meet  all  iu  eognge* 
meata.  The  clainuof  innocent atocfcholderaeaa 
now  be  aecured ;  they  can  now  be  protected  from 
injury,  if  tha  corporation  be  imnwdiately  die* 
solved.  Permit  it  to  go  oa,  judgiaa  from  iu  pua^ 
conduct,  no  man  can  tell  what  will  be  the  reaoh. 
If,  in  the  three  first  years  of  iu  exiateoee,  it  ha 
convicted  of  such  mnuse  aad  abuse  ef  iu  poip* 
era ;  if,  during  that  period,  the  whole  teaor  of  iU 
conduct  be  marked  with  aaUof  the  moat  glariuf 
iaaproprlety ;  aad  i£  it  be  permittod  to  esaapa 
with  impunity,  who  can  estimate  the  cooae* 
quences  ?  Will  it  not  hereafter  put  the  power  of 
this  HouaCat  defiance  ?  What  relianee  could  bo 
j^accd  on  the  directors  of  the  Qovemmout? 
From  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investiga* 
tion,  it  would  be  found  that  they,  or  a  portion  of 
them,  had  been  guilty  of  as  nmny  violatloua  of 
their  doty  as  the  private  directors,  and  ehaflaa* 
terised  by  the  aame  culpable  regard  for  their  i»ia- 
vidual  interesu.  at  the  expeaae  of  the  inatiaulioai 
and  of  the  amall  and  ionoceot  atookholden.  A 
due  regard  for  the  interesu  of  the  small  aad  in* 
accent  stockholder^t  would  induce  him  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  charter.  Let  the 
corporation  continue,  and  the  intereau  of  thu 
claas  will  still  be  aacrifioed  to  the  interesu  and 
views  of  the  large  and  iafiuential  stoekholdaaa. 
He  would,  then,  aecure  the  innocent  by  diaaciT- 
log  the  charter ;  aad  they  would,  maraover,  Bla.  J* 
contended,  have  another  security ;  for  beheld  it  m 
clear  principle,  that  the  preaideat  and  dtreoton 
were  reapoasible,  in  their  private  fortunes,  for  all 
their  iniqnitooa  and  fraudulent  nets,  to  those  wiw 
had  sustained  injury;  that  the  injured  party  had 
a  dear  remedv.  These  direeton  had  undertakua 
to  negotiate  ter  specie  in  Burope.  The  aeeea* 
sity  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  procorinff  the  spe- 
cie part  of  the  capital,  was  the  result  of  mismaa* 
ajgemeot-*of  abuae  of  their  powers*— of  a  viola- 
tioa  of  their  charier-*-of  an  iaordiaate  thirst  for 
wealth— of  aa  iU-judged  desire  to  put  their  aaa- 
ohine  into  motion.  By  evading  the  pavment  oa 
the  part  of  the  favored  atockholden  of  the  eee- 
ood  specie  instalment,  this  negotiation  waa  ren- 
dered aeceasary.  How  waa  this  business  cob* 
ducted?  On  principles  of  equity  aad  jasttce? 
No,  sir.  Aa  agent  waa  aent  to  Kurope  to  pur- 
chase specie;  the  contract  was  negotiated,  aad. 
the  apeoic  delivered  in  thaa  country,  at  an  e«pe«aa 
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to  the  bank  of  ^SMfm  88;  an  czpcfme  which 
resulted  from  mttmaiiaffemeat^  and  a  fraudoleat 
aad  eolpable  system  of  faroritism,  extended  to 
the  larffe  stockholders,  Mr.  J.  said,  as  the  large 
stockholders  recei?ed  indulgences  and  benefits, 
which  made  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  neces- 
sarr,  it  ought  to  haire  fallen  exclosiTely  on  them, 
ana  not  equally  on  the  innocent  stockholders, 
aad  the  Gorernment,  which  appears  to  hsTC 
been  the  fact.  And  this  act  rendered  necessary 
by  a  total  disregard  of  the  fundamental  articles 
of  the  charter,  and  for  the  purposes  of  individual 

aieculation,  was  one  for  which  the  directors 
aimed  credit  from  the  nation.  Those  humane 
gentlemen,  said  Mr.  J.,  who  have  such  claims  on 
our  justice;  those  artful  gentlemen  who  can 
divide  thirty  shares  so  ingeniously  as  to  enable 
them  to  give  almost  as  many  thousand  votes ; 
who  can  now  weep  for  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, who  will  be  ruined  by  the  dissolution  of 
this  charter ;  who  had  hearts  as  hard  as  stone 
when  in  pursuit  of  their  favorite  object,  their 
Idol,  and  tneir god — money;  who,  to  obtain  thai 
desired  and  loved  object,  wealth,  and  its  eoncom- 
itants,  Dower  and  influence,  would  have  feasted 
on  the  nlood,  and  battened  on  the  bones  of  those 
for  whom  they  now  affect  so  much  sympathy 
and  sorrow;  those  disinterested,  compassionat^ 
hiffhminded,  honorable  gentlemen,  who  conla 
soften  their  president  by  a  douceur  of  915|000; 
those  gentlemen,  who,  we  are  told,  have  strong 
claims  on  the  forbearance  of  this  House.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  that  this  picture,  this  horrid  picture, 
would  be  seen  not  only  in  this  country,  but  would 
necessarily  be  presented,  in  all  its  deformity,  to 
the  gaxe  of  the  world.  It  would  attract  the  eyes 
of  all  nations  to  the  United  States.  That  coun- 
try which  heretofore  had  claimed,  and  received, 
so  much  credit  for  the  purity  of  its  character; 
that  country  which  we  have  been  told  is  still  so 
prosperous  and  so  happy,  in  the  forty-third  year 
of  its  age,  to  have  produced  a  monster  of  fniud 
and  corruption  without  parallel.  Even  Eng- 
land, bad  as  he  believed  her.  could  not  furnish  an 
institution  more  distinguisned  for  adroitness  in 
swindling  and  fraud  than  this  corporation.  Sir, 
all  Europe  will  point  the  steady  finger  of  scorn 
at  this  grand  shaving  shop. 

Mr.  J.  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  struggle  which  was  made  to  rechaVter  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  argu- 
ments which  were  used  on  that  occasion.  He 
adverted  to  the  feelings  which  were  imparted  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  Tirginia,  when  a  letter 
was  received  from  Mr.  Giles,  a  Senator  from 
that  Sute,  on  the  subject  of  his  instructions  to 
vote  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  Mr.  J.  said  he  opposed  the  reading  of  that 
letter;  but  curiosity  prevailed— it  was  read.  It 
seemed  to  him,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  all  acts  were  re- 
ferred to  the  standard  of  motive.  All  actions  ap- 
peared to  be  traced  to  some  motive  of  interest  or 
design.  Instead  of  looking  to  the  one  single  and 
giand  motive  which  ought  to  be  presumed  to  ani- 
mate all « in  this  House,  the  ardent  and  pure  de- 
sire to  promote  the  public  interest  and  happiness,  I 


there  appeared  to  be  aa  eflbrt  to  attribute  naotire 
much  less  noble,  honorable,  aad  disintereetei 
He  could  not  but  believe  that  those  who  soogfct 
with  so  much  solicitude  to  establish  impsire  mo- 
tives, were  beguiled  and  led  astray,  by  glancii; 
at  the  mirror  which  reflected  the  motives  of  tbor 
own  bosoms. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  disliked  to  speak  of  hinself :  sr 
would,  however,  to  avoid  the  impotatioii  of  asi 
interested  or  undue  influence,  take  this  oceastot 
to  remark,  that  he  had,  on  all  occasioDs,  voted 
against  the  incorporation  of  banks ;  that  he  voteri 
iaj^inst  the  charter  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Ytr- 

Snia — the  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  OU 
ink  of  Virginia ;  that  he  was  not  a  stockholder 
nor  ever  had  been  a  stockholder^  in  any  ;  that  k 
had  never  applied  for,  nor  received,  any  speciei 
of  accommodation  from  any  bank  whatever. 

During  the  late  war,  at  a  period  when  tk 
Treasury  was  empty ;  when  tne  energy  of  ik 
nation  appeared  to  be  paralyaed;  when  rm 
seemed  to  stare  us  in  the  face,  we  were  told,  be 
said,  that  we  most  have  a  National  Bank;  that 
without  it  the  war  eould  not  be  proeecutedh— the 
soldiers  could  not  be  fed,  or  clothed,  or  paid,  te 
fight  the  battles  of  the  country.  Great  effbiti 
were  made ;  a  bank  charter  was  successfully  car- 
ried thioQgh  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  pre- 
sented lo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  fot 
his  signaturei  Surrounded,  as  he  was,  by  all  the 
gloomy  circumstances  of  the  day,  Mi^.  Madtaoo 
returned  the  charter,  on  the  express  ground  tbtt 
it  did  not  provide  sufliciently  ror  the  interest  ^ 
the  Government.  The  Constitutional  difficultia 
were  removed  from  his  mind ;  the  subject  hki 
been  adjudicated,  and  put  to  rest.  What  was  tbe 
consequence  1  Some  Republican  gentlemen,  Mr. 
J.  said,  now  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  mas: 
recolloBt  the  course  pursued.  A  meeting  was  ha^ 
by  thcRepublioan  members  of  Congress,  in  order 
to  agree  upon  principles,  to  determineupoa  achs^ 
ter  which  would  beaccepuble  to  the  then  Prea- 
deat  of  the  United  States.  Before  this  compro- 
mise of  opinion  could  take  place;  bdforea  new  aad 
unexceptionable  charter  could  be  manttfactnred, 
the  messenger  of  peace  came,  with  healing  in  his 
wings.  Nothing  more  was  done  at  that  aessios 
of  Con^^ress,  on  the  subject.  The  nation's  jof 
was  testified,  at  the  seat  of  Government,  by  ills- 
minations  and  bonfires.  The  solemn  larce  pe^ 
formed,  of  illuminating  the  monuments  of  oar 
disgrace,  the  evidences  of  the  vandalism  and  ba^ 
bansm  of  our  enemy.  Every  window  ia  the 
city  was  gaily  illuminated,  and  the  ruin  and  des- 
olation ofthe  Capitol  and  other  public  buildings 
and  edifices  rendered  more  strikingly  conapico- 
ous  by  this  extravagant  evidence  of  joy  at  the 
return  of  a  peace  which  the  prowess  of  the  na- 
tion had  achieved. 

But,  Mr.  Madison's  objections  prtnluced  at  the 
succeeding  Congress  another  experiment,  which 
proved  more  fortunate,  not  for  the  nation,  but 
for  the  interesu  of  speculators.  The  charter  to 
the  existing  bank  was  obtained.  Nothing,  Mr. 
J.  said,  did  he  more  sincerely  r^ret  than  that 
Mr.  Madison  should  have  put  his  signature  to 
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iQcJi  an  act.  That  honesti  that  raspeetable,  eo- 
lightened,  and  i^riotie  stateamao,  who  had  so 
long  and  so  faichfally  seryed  his  country,  had, 
in  this  single  instance,  east  a  shade  on  the  hith- 
erto bright  aad  aoclouded  orbit,  in  which  he  had 
moTed.  Mr.  J.  said,  it  was  extremely  painful  to 
him  to  refer  to  any  act  of  that  distinguished 
stateainaoy  who  had  retired  to  private  life,  in  any 
other  terms  than  those  of  respect  and  approbation. 
Nor  would  he  on  this  occasion  hare  done  so, 
except  from  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  with  a  view  to 
the  nistory  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  felt  himself  bound  to  give. 

When  the  question  first  arose  in  this  country, 
continued  Mr.  J^,  as  to  the  powers  of  Congress 
to  incorporate  a  National  Bank,  the  wisest  men 
in  the  nation  differed  in  opinion  on  the  Consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  Qo?ernment  to  create  such 
corporation.    Qeaeral  Washington  himself,  as 
appeared  from  the  history  of  that  day,  labored 
under  great  difficulty — he  called  for  the  opinions 
of  his  secretaries,  and  doubted,  and  doubted,  until 
the  time  had  almost  elapsed,  which  would  have 
•made  the  act  of  incorporation  a  law,  without  his 
signatare.    The  difficulties  and  doubts  which 
at  that  time  surrounded  the  mind  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  produced  a  most  elaborate  and  able 
iuTcstigation  into  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
Con^ptam  to  create  corporations.    We  have  not 
oaif  \\ie  opinions,  bnt  the  testimony  of  two  of 
the  mosc  ealighi^aed  men  of  any  age  or  country, 
Mr.  JeAfson  and  Mr*  Madison,  on  the  Constitu- 
tional qnestioo,  whether  Congress  has  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  National  Bank  ?    Mr.  Jefferson's 
opinion  and  testimony  will  be  found  in  the  writ- 
ten opinion  given  by  him  to  Qenerai  Washing- 
ton on   the  qoestion.     In  the  year  1791,  Mr. 
Madiaon,  in  a  very  eloquent  speech  delivered  in 
Congress,  suted  the  following  important  fact, 
speaking  of  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank. 
''  This  power  was  proposed  to  be  vested  in  Con- 
'greas,  m  the  original  pian  reported  by  the  com- 
'  mittee  of  the  convention,  among  the  enumera- 
'  tioa  of  powers  which  now  form  the  8th  section 
'  of  the  1st  article,  but  that,  after  three  days  ar- 
'  dent  debate,  on  the  special  subject,  in  that  body, 
'  the  power  was  rejected  and  stricken  out,  upon 
'  the  principle  that  it  was  a  power  improper  to 
'  be  vested  m  the  General  Qovernment.^    Mr.  J. 
said,  that  he  was  aware  that  an  instrument  of 
wriiiDg  might  convey  more  or  less  power  than 
was  iotendcd  by  the  contracting  parties^that 
this  rceoJt  might  be  produced  from  the  want  of 
sufficient  accuracy  and  precision  in  the  terms 
used. 

Soch  a  charge,  he  presumed,  could  scarcely 
exist  in  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  He  denied  that  by  a  fair  and  clea 
deduction}  that  by  anjr  rational  construction 
ihis  power  could  be  derived  from  the  Constitu 
ttoo«  II  did  not  belong  to  any  of  the  enumerate 
powers.  Nor  was  it  fairly  referable  to  any  o 
ihe  implied  or  resulting  powers  of  the  Qovern- 
He  did  not  mean  to  enter  on  the  discus- 
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charter  a  National  Bank.    But,  he  demanded  of 
those  who  held  the  affirmative  proposition  to  es* 
tablish,  by  clear  and  indisputable  reasoning,  that 
the  bank  had  been  constitutionally  established—^  i 
or,  that  the  faith  of  the  Qovernment  could  be  \ 
pledged  by  an  act  not  sanctioned  by  the  Con* 
stitution.     The  act  of  incorporation,  he  said, 
was  a  dead  letter;  it  was  worse — it  was  an  act  ^ 
of  usurpation.    It  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  faith 
of  the  Qovernment  being  pledged  to  sustain  it. 

How,  then,  Mr.  J.  asked,  did  the  question  pre- 
sent itself?  The  Supreme  Court,  as  he  had  be- 
fore remarked,  had  declared  the  common  law 
not  to  be  the  law  of  the  United  States;  and, 
consequently,  in  making  the  inquiry,  whether 
forfeiture  had  been  incurred  by  this  corporation  ( 
of  its  charter,  the  question  could  not  be  tested 
or  settled  by  the  application  of  the  principles  of 
this  system  of  law.  According  to  the  settled 
and  well  established  principles  of  the  common 
law,  settled  by  frequent  adjudications,  no  doubt 
can  exist  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  forfeited.  In  support  of  this  cloc-  { 
trine,  he  begged  leare  to  refer  to  the  case  of  the 
i(tng  against  the  city  of  London,  and  the  cases 
there  cited.  And,  said  Mr.  X,  after  the  disclo- 
sures which  have  been  made,  will  the  House 
B»rmit  this  violated  act  to  remain  on  the  Statute 
ook  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  7  Are  we.  said 
he,  not  to  support  the  Constitution;  and  can 
the  immaculate  and  patriotic  gamblers  in  this 
bank  induce  us,  for  a  single  moment,  to  prolong 
an  act  which  violates  this  instrument  1 

Mr.  J.  said,  if  this  proposition  to  repeal  the  char- 
ter should  be  negatived,  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
bill  reported  by  thabanx  committee,  as  he  should, 
by  so  doin^,  recognise  the  legal  existence  of  the 
bank.  This,  according  to  his  most  solemn  con- 
victions, would  amount  to  a  violation  of  his  oath. 
He  trtisted  there  would  be  neither  difficulty  nor. 
hesimtion  in  putting  down  this  corporation.  He 
hoped  in  God  his  country  would  not  present  the 
melancholy,  the  degraded  picture,  sketched  by 
the  masterhand  of  Byron,  when  surrounded  by 
the  gloom  resulting  from  a  view  of  the  gloriotts 
decay  and  splendid  ruins  of  Rome. 

*'  There  is  the  moral  of  all  human  tals% 
'Tis  but  the  same  rehearsal  of  the  past ; 
Fiist  freedom,  and  then  glory — ^when.that  Mb, 
Wealthy  vice,  corraption— barbarism  at  last." 

We  had  enjoyed  the  blessinffs  of  freedom.  We 
had  had  a  reasonable  share  of  glorv.  Our  arms 
had  been  triumphant  on  the  land  and  on  the 
ocean.  All  seemed  animated,  now,  by  the  desire 
to  accumulate  wealth.  He  hoped  the  nation 
would  still  pause,  and  reflect,  seriously  reflecL 
bn  the  consequences  of  changing  the  punuit  or 
a  national  character,  distinguished  by  liberality, 
magnanimity,  and  honor,  for  the  sordid  pursuit 
of  wealth,  at  the  expense  of  vice  and  corruption. 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  hoped  much  from  the  fair  des- 
.tinies  of  this  nation,  but  those  would  be  marred 
And  destroyed,  if  a  miserable  corporation  could 
hold  the  Gorernment  in  check,  influence  its 
operations,  plunge  it  into  corruption,  or  cover  ii 
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Mr.  PiNVALL,  of  Virginia,  took  the  floor.  He 
was  confideBt,  he  said,  that  the  House,  as  woll  as 
himself,  was  willing  to  acknowledge  iu  gratitude 
to  the  Itonorable  members  of  the  select  eommit- 
tee,  who,  by  a  laborious  and  deep  inrestiffation  of 
the  aflairs  of  the  National  Bank,  had  been  en- 
hbled  to  present  to  our  view  an  elaborate  state- 
ment of  faets,  not  less  interesting  to  the  natton 
than  important  with  regard  to  their  eonsegaences. 
But,  whilst  he  remained  sensible  of  the  exalted 
merit  of  the  committee,  he  would  claim  the  priv- 
ilege of  judging  for  himself,  by  deducing  his  own 
conclusions  from  the  facts  contained  in  the  re- 
port, and,  in  so  doing,  he  would  frankly  acknowl- 
edge that  the  report  sought  to  inenlcaie  a  prin- 
ciple to  which  he  was  unable  to  subscribe.  The 
committee  had  asserted,  that  there  might  be  many 
▼iolatioBs  of  the  bank  charter,  which  should  not 


fmidawientala,  it  ^ItMnrtad  from  (he  orbit  with 
which  Congices  had  eonfined  iia  opemcioiis. 

I  will  now,  (said  Mr.  P.)  pmy  tba  House  i 
aeoompnny  me,  in  the  review  of  nnotker  parci 
the  report,  where  will  be  found  a  tettwie,  wkid 
cannot  foil  to  escke  in  the  Honse  a  deigTee  of  a 
gretand  disappointaeat.  The  report  manifta 
that  the  honorable  eoaunittee  have  draaid  th« 
selves  doihcd  witJi  nothority  to  pass  on  oaqnt- 
fled  eensure  opon  theeooduct  of  the  State  bsih 
Gentlemen  are  now  invited  to  shew  the  pMW 
of  the  oomaaittee  to  iufuitigan  the  eonecma 
proceedtags  of  8mte  hanks,  with  which  itaaale 
seem  the  vioWiioo  or  noo-vioUtion  of  tbe  dhDie 
of  the  United  BlAtia  Bank  had  no  oonacaa 
With  the  moat  nrofoond  teapeet  for  tke  aMiio 
and  mlenu  of  the  eommittaa,  I  ouiat  mma 
lihenv  of  deelarlnff  that  I  oonaider  this 


be  considered  as  producing  a  forfeiture.    Against  and  otteialcoMlemoation  of  the  vaapeeanblem 
the  assamptiott  of  such  principle,  Mr.  P.  would  '^hieh  pervade  the  reapeetive  Blaiaa,  aa  iU-ci^ 

""'    '      had  •ojoa^-ns  prodooed  by  the  amtaoMnH* 
probably  portial  compMou  of  thoir  Antiddk 


take  leave  to  enter  his  decided  protest.    The  Le- 
^Islatore  had  eaacted  oertain  fundameatat  roles, 
to  which  this  bask  corpomtion  was  bound  to  con-* 
form,  and,  by  infracting  those  fundamental  can- 
ons, the  corporation  violated  its  charter,  and  there- 
by incurred  a  forfeiture  of  that  oharter.    He  was 
not  prepared  to  ssy,  that  this  House  would  always 
firel  itself  disposed  to  eaforce  a  forfeiture  for  every 
violation  of  tbe  charter,  as  a  departure  from  the 
terms  of  the  law  might  possibly  be  imagined,  un- 
der oircomstanees  which  would  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  commiserate  the  institoiioo,  or  eacuse 
tbe  error,  bet  he  would  contend,  thntevery  pal- 
pable violaiion  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  institution  would  subject  it  to  the  diserettoa 
and  mercy  of  the  National  Lcgidiatore  (the  author 
of  its  existence)  which  would  decide  on  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  enforcing  tbe  forfeiture,  or  ea- 
cttsing  this  oflRrnce.    The  select  committee  had 
supposed  that  ^me  violations  of  the  charter  would 
ioduce  its  forfeiture,  whilst  other  violations  would 
not  pfod4Jce  that  effect,  and,  among  the  former, 
the  committee  had  classed  those  violations  which 
defeated  the  very  objects  of  the  institution,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  charier  iuelf.    Bat,  It  was  evident,; 
this  sort  of  iodefioite  classification  could  afford 
no  aid  to  our  iavesligation«    There  -was  no  pre- 
amble to  the  set  of  iocorpofttion  expressive  of 
the  objects  of  the  iastttuiioo.    One  gentleman 
would  'see,  in  one  ^iven  violation  of  charter,  a 
prostration  of  the  objects  of  the  institution,  whilst 
other  gentlemen,  attaching  less  magnitude  to  the 
aame  crime,  would  look  iu  a  different  avenue  to 
find  what  are  called  the  objects  of  the  institution, 
and,  in  that  predicament  of  vexation  and  perplex- 
ity, it  would  be  seen  that  neither  the  Legislature 
nor4he  honorable  select  committee  had  t]«en  kind 
enough  to  furnish  a  thermometer  for  tbe  true  ad- 
measurement of  the  objects  of  the  incorporation* 
In  reiaiioD,  however,  to  one  circumstance,  there 
eould  arise  no  difficulty  of  opinion.     Certain 
principles  were  prescribed  for  tbe  control  and 
government  of  the  corporation,  which  had  been 
dignified  by  tbe  Lfgislatureas  fundamental  rules 
and  articles,  and  it  would  be  equally  manifest  that. 


wheoeoever  the  corporation  transcended  those  trade  their  aMant,toaionated  itself  into  the  eoP 


rival,  who  wna  folly  heard  hr  Hie  oomw* 
whilat  the  monv  tespaetaMe  State  iaetiuNiff 
haveineorred  a  heavy  and  erneltensnra/wiihMi 
being  aommeoed,  or  having  nay  oppavtoaiifit 
he  heard  in  their  defeoee.  Thwanhjeet^owsw 
has  heeo  pstseniedioos  by  tbe  vanon,  and  not 
therafore,  demand  the  ntteaiion  whiek  semuda 
to  its  imporiooae.  I  am  aaasiUa  that  the  Hsa; 
woold  not,  ot  this  iaie  day,' teiish  o  ^iwaiiop  * 
the  nwaoiu  and  oeoijplicaasd  caoaaa  which  is 
the  way  to  a  soapenaioa  of  specie  pnymeau  If 
the  fimta  banks,  during  the  Ma  war ;  topics  lit 
have  given  hirtn  to  argnmentai  or  rather  dispift 
by  which  pohiic  patienee  has  been  long  sineto 
hausied.  Yet,  there  were  90im%  cirenmsoiiB 
oonneetcd  with  the  soapensioo  of  bank  payssat 
with  regard  to  whieh  there  could  exist  no  dfl^ 
ence  of  opinion.  It  is  decuMd  proper  to  resri^ 
the  House  of  these  aireoaaslaocea,  the  onceioii^ 
of  which  will  b^ntle  us  into  nodispotatioifii' 
though  their  reoteaAbmaee  auy  enable  us  lov 
couat,  in  soaw  measnre,  for  our  present  enhr 
rnssmen  t.  It  is  certain,  that,  previens  to  the  df 
of  the  late  war,  the  disoider  of  the  ettrraaef  ^ 
tressed  the  coimnunity,  and  imposed  ma  et ii  tj 
only  on  every  qonrter  of  the  eoanivy,  but  adM 
oloMist  every  operation  of  trader  it  is  cqo*' 
certain  that  the  sn^ahnndant  issue  of  bilkj! 
the  moneyed  corporations  of  the  States,  eic^ 
with,  asd  after  theaospeosion  of  specie  pafmtf^ 
produced  the  disoider  in  the  state  oi  tbe  if 
reaey.  If  it  be  chnqged,  that  the  Slate  basM 
their  over  issues  of  paper,  were  prompted  bf^ 
uawarnntable  thirst  of  gain,  I  would  not  m 
myself  euthorixed  to  make  a  total  denial  of  * 
charge,  nor  find  it  aeeeanry  to  eootend,  that  tktf 
banks  were  exempt  from  the  prevalent  sppcjjj 
which  has  since  so  remarkably  characterixt^ 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  which  k^ 
mora  or  less  to  guide  the  deliberations  of  sHd| 
poratioos  of  trade.  In  truth,  it  nmy  be  affir^ 
that  the  spirit  which  iastigated  or  enticed^ 
commercial  claascs  of  our  community  to  ow 
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lug  rooms  of  the  lMakp,aBd  prompted  them,  alto, 
to  exertions  BearcdfcompatiMfl  with  the  maxims 
•r  pr ttdeBce*  Bac,  sir,  ean  this  Hoose,  as  a  braoeh 
of  the  national  Gorevnment,  eriUcise  the  trans- 
^sstoBsof  ibehankswitboQta  melaneboiy  paof, 
in  refleettiig  tfiat  this  GtoTernment  has  also  parti- 
cipated in  those  transgressions,  or  at  least  pro- 
imoted  them,  by  the  extraordinarf  credit  whieb 
ds  soiieited  and  almost  domanded,  from  those 
linsiiiuiions.  The  eighty  millions  of  dollars, 
Iwhich  the  GoTernment  to»nd  itself  nader  the 
necessity  of  borrowing,  from  the  year  1812  to 
1815,  inclttsivse.  were  drawn  from  theae  oorpo- 
ratioQs,  in  bank  notes  a»d  bank  credits.  The 
GoTernment,  enji^aged  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
lust  war,  found  it  absolntely  necessary  to  raise, 
for  its  carrcftt  service,  «normoos  sums  of  money, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  saw  the  uaer  impossi- 
bilty  of  acquiring  the  fttads,  witbont  the  aid 
of  the  State  haalBs.  Ii,  therefotcj  resorted  to 
means  of  tempUtion  adapted  to  conquer  the  most 
itubbora  pradooce  on  the  part  >of  the  hanks.  Not 
DoJy  ordinarr  intcfcst  and  premiums  of  bargain 
were  oiered,  bat  acta  were  pused  authorizing 
the  4laabufaement  of . bounties  or  bribes  to  brokers 
ind  agents,  who  would,  on  the  part  of  Govera- 
Denl,  perswide  the  banks  to  adraace  their  paper 
Mkl  credit.  Ereo  the  wholesome  restraints  In 
the  oharcers  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of  Co- 
is  oabia,  Those  jpradent  littifatioas  of  their  discre- 
ion,  previously  imposed  by  the  National  Got- 
iromeot  i\.wd\^^  (their  iegitiraate  euardtan,)  were 
loosened,  and  ihey  too  were  authorized,  invited 
ind  eotioed,  to  issue  paper  for  GovernmcDt  loans. 
rhe  erdent  sdicitodc  of  Government,  that  the 
tonkiB  shoaid  stretch  their  credit  to  its  utmost 
ntenaion ;  the  appointment  of  several  of  those 
banks,  as  the  receivers  and  depositories  of  the 
poblic  revenue  \  an  invitation  to  nearly  all  the 
iocal  banks,  to  open  their  vaults  to  receive  the 
public  taxes,  and  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
lands  most  contiguous  to  them,  (which  seemed 
to  implyaconfldenceon  the  pan  of  Government, 
iadicatiag  its  disposiiion  to  support  these  banks, 
with  its  powers  and  vast  resources)— all  these 
Koostdcrations,  I  say,  had  their  due'weight  in  in- 
luencing  the  liberality  of  the  banks,  who  already 
perceived  the  promotion  of  their  own  interesu  in 
Loeepting  tbe  contracts  for  the  heavy  loans,  so 
essential  to  the  operations  of  the  country.  y\^ 

Our  Government,  then,  as  well  as  tbe  specula- 
Uog  merchant,  contributed  to  produce  the  evil  of 
a  disordered  and  depreciated  currency.  But,  in- 
April,  1816,  when  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  passed,  this  disease  in  the  na- 
tional currency  bad  begun  to  work  its  own  cure; 
in  proof  of  which,  I  must  take  leave  to  remind 
gentlemen  of  some  of  the  events  of  that  epoch. 
It  will  not  be  forgotten^  that,  at  and  previous  to 
April,  1816,  several  of  the  banks  baa  ceased  to 
iiscount  for  new  customers,  and  could  with  great 
difficulty  be  prevailed  on  to  renew  tbe  outstand- 
ing loans  then  existing,  whilst  other  banks  had 
commenced  a  gradual  curtailment  of  their  loains, 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  period  of  a  resumption 
of  specie  payments*    The  circumstance  or  the 


great  depreciation  of  some  bank  bHls,  and  the  in* 
eotMiderable  depreciation,  or  par  value,  of  others, 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  seleet  committee, 
indicated  4he  decliae  of  credulity  with  respect  to 
the  laper  system,  as  well  as  a  public  relish  of  dis- 
crimination between  banks  of  solid  and  spurious 
capiuls.  The  State  Legislatures,  also,  the  anthem 
and  gnaidiaos  of  the  local  banks,  had  catered 
upon  an  exertion  of  their  proper  and  visitatorial 
powers  over  these  institutions,  and  were  hasten- 
ing the  retorn  of  specie  payments,  by  compelling 
the  hanks  immediately,  or  at  fixed  periods,  to  re- 
deem their  paper  in  specie.    At  this  juncture  ef 
convalescence  of  the  paper  currency,  when  the 
dnager  and  dread  of  .war  was  gene,  and  when 
our  GkMrernment  fmrnd  it  annecessary  to  impor- 
tune the  State  banks  for  further  loans,  the  pro- 
jeetom  of  the  United  Stales  Baek  urged  the  ria- 
tioiial  €}overnasenttocall  incoesistencea  miffhty 
corporation,  to  overawe  and  correct  the  leeal  in- 
stitatiens,  that  had  dealt  themselves  almost  out 
of  breath  in  supnerting  the  Government  in  times 
of  peril  and  adversity.    It  was  in  April,  1816. 
when  these  local  baan  were  contemplating,  ana 
the  public  •anticipating,  tbe  restoration  ef  the  age 
of  hard  money,  and  oolv  hestmted  on  the  dd- 
cieney  of  the  quaiHitf  or  specie  in  the  country, 
that  the  General  Ooverament  determined  to  cure 
e  dtsoniered  currency  by  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank;  or,  in  other  words^  to  crcnte  an 
artificial  demand  in  the  marketfor  seven  millioBs 
trf"  dollars,  specie,  whieb,  alihooflh  done  with  the 
ostensible  view  of  inducing  the  local  banks  to  re- 
sume specie  pajrmeats,  would  of  necessitv  protract 
that  event,  by  increasing  the  danger  or  opening 
their  vaults  to  the  prodigious  demand  for  dollars 
to  fill  the  ooffers  of  the  new  bank.   It  is  almost  on«- 
aecessary  to  remark,  that  the  policy  thus  adopted 
by  the  General  Government  ptodnced  an  alarm 
which  discouraged  the  payment  of  speoie  by  the 
Stale  bunks.    Indeed,  some  of  the  Slau  Legis- 
latures, that  had  been  laudably  engaged  in  the 
correction  of  their  own  banks,  that  had  shut  their 
ears  agaiost  all  excuses,  and  marked  the  time  for 
the  ledcmption  of  paper  by  gold  and  silver,  now 
relaxed  their  rules  m  severity,  so  as  to  permit 
their  home  banks  to  escape  as  they  could  from 
the  speculators  and  brokers  of  the  new  project. 

Charity,  aud  eveiy  uaaiable  aentitnent,  predta- 
pose  us  to  the  impression,  that  this  was  only  a 
misuken  policy  of  the  General  Ghivernmeat. 
^whose  object  might  have  been  to  assist  the  local 
hanks  to  resume  specie  payments,  and  hence  re- 
form the  currency  \  but  the  dissimilar  or  rather 
opposite  policy  proposed  by  the  Bxecutive  Gov- 
crnmect  when  the  great  bank  was  not  exempt 
from  apprehensions  of  being  placed  somewhat  in 
the  condition  of  the  local  institutions,  removes 
the  idea  of  friendship  to  them.  For  this,  I  refer 
ffentlemen  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  United  States  Bank,  of  the  S9th 
November,  1816^  at  a  time  when  the  institution 
feared  to  discount  for  those  who  were  indebted 
to  tbe  Treasury  for  duties,  lest  it  might,  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  scarcity  of  specie,  be  JP>^*^  ^^ 
the  perilous  situation  of  other  banks.    The  Bet- 
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luf  tht  aoMWDt  of  iBter«a  receired  by  Un  one 
and  Dftid  by  the  other.  Bf  the  third  propoiiiioB. 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  wis  not  to  demand 
thoee  balaneee  until  it  ahoold  diaoonni  for  indi- 
Tidntle  pother  tkmn  lAeee  hamtig^  dutim  to  pay) 
ttJE  millione,  as  prescribed  by  the  terms  'oi  the 
eontract.  There  is  no  express  stipnlatioa  bind- 
ing the  United  States  Ba^  to  diseount  for  those 
having  duties  to  pay,  but  every  one  who  reads 
will  be  coovineed  thnt  all  parties  expected  it  was 
to  afford  those  diseonnts  $  yet  the  United  Stntcs 
Bank  so  contrived,  by  eneonraging  the  receipt  of 
floatinjf  Stale  bank  notes  nt  im  Treasary^  as  to 
make  it  anneceesary  to  afford  accommodations  to 
the  importers,  aithongh,  from  the  etrcumstance 
of  the  revenue  bonds  being  payable  at  the  United 
States  Bank  and  its  branches^  it  was  expected 
that  many  applications  wonid  have  been  made 
for  loaas  as  they  fell  dne. 

Our  Executive  Qovernment  was  a  party  to 
this  arrangement ;  one  feature  of  which  carries 
with  it  an  idea  irreconcikble  with  justice  or  good 
rqtort.  I  mean  the  second  proposition*— which 
beetows  on  this  new  corporation  a  claim  .of  inter- 
est minst  the  State  bonks,  on  the  balances  due 
the  Government,  without  any  oompensatton  to 
the  Treasury-^egainst  all  previous  practice,  in 
bishnlf  of  speculators,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
publie.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  United  Stales 
&nk  ought  to  have  received  interest,  if  the  bal- 
nnces  had  been  received  as  a  general  deposite,  on 
whieh  theOovernment  could  btve  been  at  liberty 
to  df  aw  at  pleasure,  either  for  specie  or  the  paper 
of  the  National  Bank ;  bat  this  was  not  the  case. 
Imti  by  the  exception  contained  in  the  second 
f  roposition,  the  United  Stntes  was  to  draw  from 
the  State  banks  such  parts  of  said  balances  as 
might  be  wanted  by  the  Treasury,  and  conse* 
inently  had  no  rights  in  any  event>  to  draw  on 
tne  Mational  Bank  for  any  part  of  the  balance 
lor  which  it  received  interest.  The  traneaction 
remained  precisely  ns  if  the  Sute  bank  paper  had 
boon  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  used  or  no^  at  the 
pleasure  ^  Qovevament,  during  all  the  time 
the  baaks  were  pnjring  interest  on  it  to  the  new 
bank.  It  Mmounied,  in  truth,  to  the  gift  of  an 
wiwarraatable  speculation  by  the  Executive  to 
the  bank. 
When  viewed  in  another  light,  the  agreement 
\  of  the  31st  January,  1S17,  was  a  palpable  fmtid 
the  United  States  Bank  on  the  Slate  banks, 
the  tereas  of  the  charter  of  the  former,  iu 
second  specie  insulment  was  payable  in  January, 
and  all  parties  well  knew  that  the  State  banks 
the  more  readily  assented  to  the  contract  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  understandiag  that  the  four  mil- 
Hon  two  hundred  thoumnd  dollass,  the  specie 
part  of  the  first  and  second  instalments,  had  been 
paid  into  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  consequently  was  not  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Sietallic  resources  of  the  other  institutions; 
whereas  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the 
Vnited  Stales  Bank,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  this  expectation  on  the  other 
side,  and  at  the  very  time  whilst  negotiating  the 
agteemeni,  were  making  a  collusive  arrangement  | 
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to  accredit  the  subscribers  at  least  sixty  dmjs  h 
the  specie  of  the  second  instalment  which  irosli 
authorize  its  paymeat  after  the  dOth  of  Pebrosn 
when  it  might  be  taken  from  the  State  fanoka. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  whether  the  ehnrtt; 
of  the  liitional  Bank  has  been  violated  by  tae 
omission  to  pay  the  second  and  third  instalmers 
of  the  capital,  as  prescribed  by  the  aec  of  ioor- 
noraliott.  The  third  section  of  the  net  decZsm 
"that  the  sums  subtcribed  shall  be  pnyaMess^ 
'  paid  in  the  manner  following-^thnt  is  to  saf. 
'  seven  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  ot  sii- 
'  ver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  in  gold  coia  of 
'  Spain  or  the  dominions  of  Spain,  and  tweatr- 
'  one  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  like  gold  er 
'  silver  coin,  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  Uaife^ 
'States."  And  further,  that  "  the  pay  meats  cf 
'  the  said  snbseripiions  shall  be  maoe  and  con* 
'  |)leted  by  the  subscribers  respectively,  at  de 
'  times  and  in  the  manner  following — that  is  » 
'  say,  at  the  time  of  subieribin^,  there  shiil  be 

*  paid  five  doHars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silnr 
'  coin  as  aforesaid,  and  twenty-five  dollars  mon, 
^  in  coin  or  funded  debt ;  at  the  expiration  of  ca 
'  calendar  months  from  the  time  of  sobscribisg, 

*  there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  ten  dot- 
'  lars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  uti 

<  twenty-five  dollars  more,  in  coin  or  funded  dA\ 
'  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months 

<  from  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  tkmil  6c  paid 
^  the  further  sirai  often  dollars  on  each  share,  tf 

*  ^Id  or  silver  coin,  and  twenty-five  dollars  moie. 
'  in  coin  or  funded  debt." 

The  terms  of  the  law  to  whieh  I  have  ttai 
adverted,  prescribe  not  only  the  amount  of  foiis 
to  be  advanced  as  capital,  but  the  time  of  ]Bf- 
ment  and  the  quality  or  sort  of  funds ;  nnd,  jodt 
ing  both  from  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law,  w 
are  boood  to  pronounce  that  the  time  and  qoiiiif 
of  the  foods  were  as  material  and  important  ii 
the  view  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  quantity,  b 
was  certainly  essential  that  the  whole  one  kn- 
dred  dollars  of  each  share  should  be  paid ;  aai 
equally  necesmry  that  twenty  dollars  of  the  sk- 
ond  aiid  third  instalments  should  be  paid  ia  gtU 
or  silrer  coin,  and  that  the  residue  should  be 
paid  in  coin  or  public  debt.  But  all  sidea  adoft 
that  neither  the  specie  nor  public  debt  propornos 
of  the  second  or  third  intulments  were  |»aid.  I 
therefore  insist  that  a  violation  and  conacqasai 
forfeiture  of  charter  has  been  incurred  hy  ilai 
delinquency. 

Some  ^ntlemen  allege^  that  "the  mere  negaiiw 
offence  o(  non-paymeiK  of  instalments  by  iafr 
vidual  stockholders,  or  any  number  of  etoekheU- 
ers,  should  not  be  deeuMd  a  violation  of  the  ehs^ 
ter  on  the  part  of  the  bank.  But,  let  it  be  f^ 
membered,  that  the  charge  is  not  rested  on  ik 
mere  delinquency  of  stockholders,  incurred  ngaion 
the  will  of  the  bank ;  for  the  corporaflion  itsdf 
particlpaud  in  the  offence,  having,  by  its  corpr 
rate  and  oflkial  act,  interfered,  and  dispensed  thr 
stockholders  from  a  compiiaace  with  the  law,  I9 
usurping  the  power  of  inviting  and  aecepting  m 
arrangement,  not  only  different  from,  bat  m 
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An  attMBpt  is  na^  to  satisfy  the  pabHc,  that 
'  the  aigaing  aul  delivery  oi  promissory  notes  by 
tiie  stookWtfcfs  is  Teriiy  a  payment  or  gold  and 
silver  c^^n,  nd  of  pabiie  dent,  as  reqnlreq  by  ibe* 
law )  mm  aiicm|it,  supported  by  an  appearance  of 
arsameat  weAl  aoUea  to  tbe  ingenvity  of  one 
who  vooMaT^wiusdbiiity  to  prove  tiwt  the  law 
vnght  be  evaded  with  ianpanity.  The  ingenoily 
of  the  bank  olScers  has  led  them  to  state  the 
^asstioBv  with  its.  result,  thus:  *^Tbe  charier  en- 
'  ahled  the  bank  to  eomoMnee  operatioas,  and, 
'  eonseqiiently,  to  make  diseonnte  on  the  reeeipc 
'  oi  the  aesoaiit  of  the  filst  instalment ;  sobscrib* 
*  ere  as  weii  as  others,  then,  had  a  r^bc  to  obtain 
'  loms  of  the  bank  before  the  payment  of  the 
'secohii  iastalmeDC.  A  s«bBerib«r  having  oh« 
'  talMl  a  loan,  hadaaon8e<|iieat  right  to  draw  iu 
^  amoont  from  -the  bank  in  specie^  and  nuffht  im« 
'  mediately  retara  the  same  specie  to  the  bank  in 
^  p&f  meni  of  his  second  instalment.  The  draft 
'  of  specie  from,  and  ita  retwn  to,  the  bavli,  be- 
^  iiig  ciieomsiaBces  of  mere  form,  might  be  die- 
'  pcnsed  with,  and  the^merenoie  or  the  sabseriber 
'  aeeepled  in  lien  of  coin,  as  he  coald,  by  taming 
'  round,  eonveri  the  proceeds  inip  coin.^ 

lis -minim  to^  these  turns  and  twists  of  inge- 
naii^,  I  wooVd  remind  gendemeo.  that  this  char- 
ter (a»  every  other  law)  arasc  be  so  constroed,  as 
thftc  no  pait  of  it  shaU  be  void  6r  ineignifieaiit; 
and  ttet,  whilst  oae  part  of  the  third  section  re- 
qpHies  that  a  oertaai  proportion  of  each  iostal- 
mentehaU  be  paid  in  speeiOp  another  part  of  the 
same  seation  expressly  reiiiiires  that  the  aggre- 
a  amonacof  the  epeeie  part  of  the  capital  shall 
aevea  miltions  of  dolLars,  in  geld  or  stlrer 
a*  Newy  the  atgaments  by  which  i  am  op- 
posed^ allhotigh  misoond^  weoM  snstaiB  a  better 
oolor  a  the  eknses,  remiriag  the  payknent  of  ten 
fk^Uars  speete  el  the  first  and  ten  dollars  specie 
of  tte  eacpnd  jnstahnent,  stood  oaeonneeted  from 
everr  ollMr  part  of  the  kw ;  hat,  taking  the  whole 
thka  s^tieo  in  view,  we  find  not  only  an  obll- 
^liOA  tO!pay  a  certain  propertiea  of  successive 
mstalflumte  in  specie,  bat  to  pay  them  in  such 
nmaoer  a»  wtli  ptedooe  an  aggregate  of  seven 
mtllioeeof  dolbie  in  sold  and  silver  coin ;  a  re« 
aaU  at  vhidi  we  cotilid  oe^er  arrvre  by  paying, 
and  redcawingaad  repaytjig  the  same  or  ideoticai 
ineoBs  of  coin.  The  argoount  on  the  other  side 
m  ioadmiMihle^  as»  by  seeking  to  show  thedls- 
dmr^e  of  an  instdment  wtthoot  the  aetaal  ad- 
^PMHseof  specie^  it  wonld  necessarily  make  oa- 
eKtory  the  provisiea  which  calls  for  specie.  This 
mke  aotioB  of  saoceaaive  payments,  by  paying, 
and  shifting,  and  repaying  the  same  dollar,  so  as 
to  pay  a  ddbt  of  thiee  doUaia  in  fall,  and  yet  re- 
mata  iadabted  two  dollars,  acqnares  its  chiefest 
foiee  from  the  dash  of  presamptioo  of  the  speco> 
lacor,  ia  diseoaeerting  his  opponent  by  hardihood 
of  aseefttoQ ;  for,  assaming  the  act  of  Congrese 
BHiairing  the  aetnal  payment  of  specie  as  a  text 
w  easly  principle  of  argament,  the  specalator 
cfsnly  apprises  as  that  he  means  from  henee  to 
caiif  y oa  to  the  eonclnsion  that  the  law  does  not 
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require  the  actual  payment  of  specie,  and  than 
to  contradict  the  first  principle  he  had  assumedl 
or  acknowledged. 

Permit  me  now  to  place  the  argument  beforr 
noticed  in  its  true  light.  The  speculator  the» 
acknowledges  his  obligation  to  pay  97,000,000  i» 
gold  or  silver  to  the  bank,  but  he  claims  a  dis«- 
tinct,  separate,  unconnected  Tight*-a  right  to  e^ 
tain  a  loan ;  by  the  exercise  of  which,  be  virtiK 
ally  exempts  himself  from  the  force  of  his  obli* 
gadon.  I  then  accept  his  acknowledgment  of 
obligation  to  pay  the  07,000^000  in  specie,  and 
yield  to  him  the  right  to  obtain  loans,  in  conse- 
qaenee  of  which  he  shall  take  all  the  benefit  he 
asks ;  the  sum  of  all  which  is^  that  his  offence  w 
delin<|iiency  of  non-payment  of  specie  is  so  inters 
mingled  or  amalgamated  with  the  exercise  of  a 
right,  with  which  he  is  invested,  that  it  may  be 
difficult  or  impossible  to  distinguish  the  ofienee 
or  wrong  of  his  delinquency  io  one  case^  irom  the 
exercise  of  bis  right  on  the  other  occasion. 

Bat,  although  the  imaffination  may  be  puszledi 
by  hyp^hetical  cases,  wherein  it  may  be  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  commission  of  crime  from  the 
exercise  of  right,  there  is  fortunately  no  such  aon* 
biguity  as  regards  the  conduct  of  the  United' 
Susee  Bank.  It  has,  in  ihtercoarse  with  ita 
stockholders,  separated  very  distinctly  the  o^nce 
of  delin<^uency  from  any  supposed  general  exer- 
cise of  Tight.  It  has  informed  the  stockholder 
that  he  had  no  perfect  or  absolute  ri^ht  to  ohtaia 
loans,  inasmoeh  as  no  one  could  claim  a  right  to 
borrow  withoat  the  consent  of  the  lender;  that, 
without  its  assent,  hie  pretended  right  was  a  wai^ 
iity;  that  it  woold  only  yield  its  consent  on  the 
conditioD  of  his  agreeing  that  he  would  not  pay 
theseeoad  specie  instalment,  or  redeem  his  faith, 
pledged  to  itself,  the  Treasury|  the  Government, 
or  American  people,  as  prescribed  by  the  iacoa* 
venient  stipulations  of  the  charter.  To  prove 
this,  I  demand  your  attention  to  the  resohitioaa 
of  the  board  of  directors,  of  the  18th  and  37th  of 
Deocmber,  1810,  by  which  the  corporation  agrees 
to  dieeoont  ^  for  the  accommodation  of  the  stock?* 

*  holders  exclusively,  and  to  the  amount  of  theiii 
'  rcspeelive  proportions  of  the  payments,  in  coin, 
*•  of  the  second  instalment  of  the  capital  of  the 
'  bank."  And,  again,  ''that  the  loans  should  be 
<  made  only  to  stockholders  paying  in  fall  thf 
'  second  instaknent.'^  I  also  refer  to  the  form  of 
hypothecation  of  stock,  prescribed  by  the  eorpo* 
ration,  by  which  the  stockholder  was  made  to 
acknowledge  'nhat  be  had  obtained  a  loan  of  the 

*  said  bank  for  the  specie  proportion  of  the  seeoad 
'  instalment  of  the  capital  thereof,  doe  by  him  on 
'  that  day."  A^in,  the  cashier  of  the  mother 
bank  sends  this  form  of  mortgage  to  the  branch 
bank  at  Baltimore,  with  this  notice :  '^Boclosed 
'  yoa  have  the  form  used  at  this  bank,  of  an  ea* 
'  gajgement  to  be  entered  into  by  those  who  ob^ 

*  taia  an  accommodation  for  the  specie  part  of 

*  the  second  instalment.'^  I  appeu  also  to  the 
evidence  accompanying  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  from  which  it  is  manifest  that  the 
bank  was  not,  in  consequence  of  any  ordinary 
operations  of  banking,  placed  in  the  oofortonate 
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mtnation  of  beibs  forced  to  receire  from  the  left 
liftod  of  the  stockholder  the  dollars  he  had  with- 
drawn from  the  Tault  by  his  right;  bat,  on  the 
eoDtrarj,  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  institotion 
was  to  dispeose  with  the  law — dispense  with  the 
specie  required  by  the  charter,  aud  receive  the 
note  or  bond  of  the  party,  in  lieu  of  cash.  In 
truth,  the  remission  of  the  specie  instalments  was 
n  criminal  and  detestable  collusion  between  the 
bank  and  the  stockjobbing;  portion  of  its  subscri- 
bers, in  fraud  and  prejudice  of  the  Government, 
the  public,  and  the  widows  and  orphans — those 
orfhans  of  whom  we  now  hear  so  much — who 
are  made  to  weep  and  plead  for  this  combination 
of  speculators,  that  they  may  again  incur  the  risk 
of  Ming  cheated  by  partners  that  have  not  capital 
to  risk,  or  are  unwilling  to  risk  it. 

A  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  speak- 
ing with  reference  to  the  defalcation  of  the  sec- 
ond instalment,  in  the  desultory  debate  which 
occurred  in  originating  the  select  committee,  re- 
minded us  that  the  non-payment  of  the  second 
instalment  had  been  agitated  in  the  fourteenth 
Congress,  and  seemed  to  consider  that  circum- 
stance as  a£R>rdittg  a  bar  to  prevent  us  from 
passing  judgment  on  it.  It  does  appear  that,  in 
i617,  the  committee  on  the  national  currency 
was  directed  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  and  actu- 
ally proceeded  the  length  of  inquiring  of  one  of 
the  directors,  by  a  polite  note,  how  the  thing  was, 
and  afterwards  made  a  lengthy  report,  consisting 
of  a  letter  from  this  director,  (Mr.Xiloyd,)  which, 
in  substance,  assured  the  committee  that  the 
directors  were  all  honest  men,  and  had  commit- 
ted the  crime  charged  affainst  them  with  an  only 
eye  to  the  public  good;  and,  beinf  thus  con- 
vinced, from  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  directors, 
that  no  harm  was  Intended,  the  committee  asked 
the  House  to  discharge  it  from  further  inquiry 
into  such  a  delicate  subject.  But  this  Uouse 
made  no  decision  on  the  propriety  or  wrong  of 
the  conduct  of  the  bank :  on  the  contrary,  it  suf- 
fered the  business  to  lie  on  the  table,  so  as  not  to 
bind  it  from  acting  as  future  circumstances  might 
dictate. 

I  will  now  remind  the  House  of  another  topic 
of  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  which  man- 
ifests, In  my  humble  judgment,  a  violation  of  the 
bank  charter.  The  president  and  cashier,  as  well 
of  the  mother  bank  as  of  some  of  the  branches, 
have,  under  pretence  of  authority  from  the  board 
of  directors,  exercised  the  power,  first,  of  making 
discounts  on  pledges  of  stocK;  secondly,  of  renew- 
ing loans  on  pledges  of  stock ;  and,  thirdly,  of 
purchasing  bills  ofezchange.  These  three  pow- 
ers are  of  the  same  nature  and  altitude^  although 
the  latter,  involving  the  necessity  of  judging  of 
the  solvencv  and  sufficiency  of  the  parties  to  the 
bills,  would  generally  be  more  susceptible  of 
alarm  than  the  powers  to  loan  and  renew  loans 
at  a  given  rate  on  pledges  of  stock.  But  neither 
of  these  three  powers  could  be  exercised  on  be- 
half of  the  corporation,  except  by  the  board  of 
directors.  The  fourth  fundamental  article  of  the 
charter  speaks  in  language  incapable  of  miscon- 
struction, declaring  that  no  less  than  seven  di- 


rectors shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  trmasae' 
tion  of  business,  of  whom  the  presideot  shall  le 
one,  dbc.  How,  then,  can  It  be  pretended,  tin: 
the  President,  without  the  other  directors,  ii  to 
exercise  powers  which  Congress  has  rested  ia  i 
number  of  directors^  not  less  than  seven  % 

The  president  of  the  bank  has  informed  (ks 
select  committee  that  he  considered  these  open- 
tions  by  himself  and  the  clerk  as  mere  tninitt' 
rial  acts,  which  might  as  wdl  have  been  doae  bt 
the  discount  clerk.  While  I  admit  that  tiic 
board  had  as  much  pretence  to  transfer  the  power 
of  making  loans  to  the  clerk,  who  is  not  cfci  t 
director,  as  to  the  president  and  clerk;  end  hcBcc 
infer  the  absurdity  of  the  notion  of  the  boiri 
alienating  to  a  stranger  the  important  tmstseoa- 
fided  to  them  by  the  Government,  the  stock- 
holders,  and  the  pnUic  law,  which  gave  birth  a 
the  institution.  1  also  insist  that  this  ahsar&y 
is  not  removed,  or  softened,  by  ranking  the  facoliT 
as  a  ministerial  power.  No  one  who  had  mk 
and  attentively  considered  the  act  of  incorpoft* 
tion,  and  who  was  not  a  wag,  would  seek  to  cari- 
cature the  corporation  bv  bringing  it  in  con- 
parison  with  our  political  Government,  and  as- 
signing to  it  departments,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judicial,  or  judicial  and  ministeriaL  Gen- 
tlemen, however,  are  at  liberty  to  nil  the  powen 
usurped  by  the  president  and  cashier  mimulitrO^ 
or  by  such  other  denominatioa  as  may  stfiVe  tht 
fancy  or  square  with  their  ju^;flaent ;  it  will 
after  all  names  are  spent,  or  under  cTery  classtf- 
cation  of  heads,  remain  what  it  was  at  and  af» 
the  8th  of  August,  1817,  (when  conferred  by  tk 
board,)  a  power  to  nsake  and  renew  loans,  aid 
discount  bills  on  personal  security,  which  itot 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  board  of  bank  dind- 
ors,  and  consequently  embnoed  by  the  letter  aa^ 
spirit  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  charter ;  aai 
whenever  it  can  be  shown  that  these  acts  ir 
ministerial,  it  will  follow  that  the  ordinary  atfi 
of  the  directors  are  also  ministerial.    The  dai- 

J^erous  precedent  furnished  by  this  aberratin 
rom  the  constitution  of  the  bank  cannot  be  too 
strongly  deprecated;  for,  with  equal  plaosibilitf, 
might  the  directors  chaffer  with  or  alienate  ever 
other  important  power  conferred  by  the  chaiiti. 
The  order  of  the  board  defining  the  descriptiot 
of  loans  which  was  put  under  the  control  of  ck 
president  and  cashier,  was  nothing  more  or  lea 
than  a  by-law  of  the  corporation;  in  which  vice 
the  question  again  only  recurs,  whether  the  di- 
rectors can,  through  the  Instrumentality  of  m  bf- 
law.  vest  in  one  man,  or  a  stranger,  the  poorer  flf 
lending  the  money  of  the  corporation,  which  tk 
charter  has  virtually  declared  shall  not  be  loaned 
by  less  than  seven  directors. 

The  select  committee  has  reproached,  it 
strong  terms,  two  practices  of  the  corpormtioa 
that  of  the  subdivision  of  shares  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  of  votes  for  directors,  by  the  ove^ 
grown  stockholders,  and  the  speculations  in  pab- 
uc  stock  bv  the  directors,  whose  dlcial  statioos 
subjected  their  characters  and  motives  to  the  lask 
of  censure.  With  the  honorable  committee  I  fol- 
low suit,  in  its  moral  disrelish  of  the  intrigue  di 
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Dcreasiog  votes  bjr  colorable  innsfers  of  stoeki 
md  its  abhorrence  of  ioordioate  speculationa  by 
)fficers  who  had  cooirol  of  the  iostitution ;  yet 
oy  distaste  in  this  respect  confines  itself  to  moral 
censure,  for  there  is  no  law  to  prohibit  the  weal- 
hy  stockholder  from  using  his  utmost  influence 
Q  election^  by  i^o  arranging  his  shares  as  to 
souDt  the  greatest  number  of  votes ;  nor  have  the 
president  or  directors  been  prohibited  from  buy* 
mg  and  selling  stock,  as  other  members  of  the 
community;  and  I  had  thought^that  hbtory,  if 
lot  experience,  had  taught  our  QoTerament,  that 
:orporaiion8  of  trade,  with  their  hosU  of  officers 
nd  servants,  were  at  all  times  prepared  to  corn- 
ait  every  offence  which  avarice  could  instigate, 
xcept  when  restrained  by  the  force  of  a  whole- 
ome  police.  The  fault,  then,  resu  on  the  head 
f  this  Government,  which  has  created  and  sent 
orih  this  mighty  corporation  of  avarice,  with  all 
he  exclusive  privileges  which  could  render  it 
dioos  and  dangerous,  and  without  those  checks 
rhich  a  due  regard  to  public  security  imperi- 
asly  required* 

The  14th  page  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
Iscloses  a  transaction  of  usury  on  the  part  of  the 
ank,  which,  if  imputed  to  anv  private  man, 
rould  assuredly  consign  his  cnaracter  to  in- 
imy.    The  bank,  in  this  instance,  affects  to  make 

loan,  by  discounting  a  note  of  Q20.000,  payable 
1  sixty  days,  and  receives  the  wnole  interest 
bereon,  as  if  it  had  actually  loaned  the  money  in 
and,  whereas  it  only  advanced  a  post  note,  pay- 
ble  also  at  sixty  davs,  bv  which  the  l^nk  was 
ot  to  advance  a  dollar  before  the  note  it  dis- 
ounted  would  become  payable,  and,  as  the  dis- 
ounted  note  and  post  note  became  payable  on 
be  same  day,  the  nominal  borrower  might  have 
laimed  interest  of  the  bank,  with  as  much  grace 
nd  justice  as  the  bank  claimed  and  actually  re- 
el ved  it  of  him;  and,  this,  it  seems,  is  only  a 
ingle  instance  of  what  the  bank  frequently  prac- 
ised.  Indeed  the  directors  on  the  30ih  January, 
817,  adopted  advisedly  a  resolution  to  enter  ex- 
ensively  into  the  practice.  The  report  hesitated 
d  pronounce  the  transaction  usurious;  the  hesi- 
ation,  sir,  of  a  moment,  a  flitting  instant;  for  I 
m  satisfied  that  the  superior  intelligence  and 
brensic  acquirments  of  the  members  ofthat  com- 
nittee  would,  with  less  than  five  minutes  reflec- 
ion,  have  dissipated  all  doubt  of  the  true  charac- 
er  o£  this  afikir.  Without  embarking  in  legal  or 
echnical  disquisition  (which  must  always  m  irk- 
ome  on  this  floor)  I  will  venture  the  assertion, 
hat  no  member  who  has  turned  his  attention  to 
he  subject  will  deny  that  the  transaction  was 
isurious,  not  merely  in  taking  more  than  lanl 
nterest,  fa^t  in  taking  any  interest  whatever.  The 
committee  has  recommended  no  provision  in  re- 
ation  to  thb  scandalous  depravity,  from  a  suppo- 
iitioQ  that  the  parties  have  their  remedy  in  the 
:ourts  of  justice.  Here,  with  all  deference,  I  must 
renture  to  believe  the  committee  is  mistaken,  aod 
;o  hazard  an  opinion  that  we  have  here  found  a 
mischief  that  will  haunt  our  country  until  this 
mighty  institution  shall  be  no  more.  How  shall 
the  injured  party  acquire  redress  ?    This  Qovern- 


ment  has  neither  inserted  anything  in  the  charter 
nor  passed  any  other  law  to  afford  him  redressi 
and  probably  is  unable  to  do  so,  for  the  affair  hav-  -^  ) 
in^  transpired  in  the  interior  of  a  State,  between  '' ' . 
citixens  of  the  same  State,  neither  the  Consti*  ]'/ 
tution  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  law  we 
could  constitutionally  pasiL  could  give  the  Federal' 
courts  jurisdiction ;  and  I  understand  that  the 
friends  of  the  bank  contend  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures have  no  authority  to  tax  or  control  thn 
conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank.  But  if  tha 
State  courts  had  what  may  be  taken  as  a  right  of 
lurisdiction  over  this  bank,  it  would  of  necessitr 
be  an  abstract  sort  of  power,  to  which  the  banc 
would  not  be  tangible.  The  State  punishes  the 
natural  persons  of  iu  territory  for  crimes,  by  flne^ 
imprisonment,  or  death — it  punishes  or  restraina 
State  corporations  by  stipulations  of  charter^  and 
iu  visitatorial  power  as  tne  founder  of  such  insti- 
tutions. If  jrou  yield  an  authority  to  the  State 
couru  to  punish  the  United  States  Bank,  then  i»* 
form  me  how  the  power  shall  be  exercised,  or 
admit  its  impracticability.  The  State  cannot  cer- 
tainly revoke  the  charter  of  the  United  Statea 
Bank,  nor  can  it  imprison  it.  In  iruih.  the  laws 
of  the  States  only  reco^ise  and  adapt  tnemselrea 
to  ideal  personages,  existing  by  the  enactment  of 
the  same  public  authority  which  spake  those  laws 
into  force,  aad  has  no  more  application  to  this 
corporation,  than  to  ghosts  of  the  dead. 

1  differ  in  opinion  with  my  honorable  colleague. 
(Mr.  JoBNaoif)  who  would  repeal  the  bank  char- 
ter, because  he  believes  that  Congress  had  no  Con- 
stitutional power  to  esublish  a  bank.  I  entertain 
(as  I  always  did)  the  conviction  that  Congram 
has  power  to  pass  a  law  chartering  a  bank,  and 
moreover  believe  that  it  possesses  the  power  to 
repeal  the  aet  of  incorporation,  or  any  other  law  - 
which  it  has  previously  enacted.  Gentlemen  who^ 
believe  with  me  that  the  charter  is  Constitutional, 
and  yet  contend  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
repeal  it,  must  chalk  a  new  course  of  reasoning, 
different  from  that  usually  pursued  by  those  who« 
have  hitherto  opposed  the  extension  of  Federal 
power.  The  customary  allegation  has  been,  that 
this  or  that  power  is  not  of  the  subject-matter  con- 
ferred by  the  Federal  Constitution;  but  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  incorporation,  in  1816.  admits 
a  national  bank  may  be  a  subject  of  Feueral  la>^ 
gislation,  and,  if  so,  we  may  make  or  repeal  laws, 
applicable  to  that  subject.  Even  those  who  deny 
us  the  power  to  legislate  on  banks,  will  vote  for 
our  power  to  repeal;  for,  if  an  unconstitutional, 
law  has  been  passed,  it  would  become  our  duty^ 
by  a  declaratory  act,  to  annihilate  the  illicit  fori^a 
of  such  a  measure.    Exclusive  of  the  rules  for  the 

?;overnment  of  the  bank,  the  act  of  incorporation 
umishes  certain  conditions  which  affect  the  exist- 
ence of  the  institution.  The  Qovernment  agreed 
to  enter  into  partnership  with  the  other  stockhold- 
ers, and  to  form  a  trading  company,  to  deal  in  ex- 
change, &c.,.the  capital  to  consist  of  $35,000,000. 
One  condition  not  only  stipulated  the  advance 
of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  (the  o^^pi^ 
of  the  concern,)  by  the  subscribers,  but  required 
that  the  funds  should  consist  of  a  certain  quality—* 
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B9  modi  in  ifmi^  asi  Um  r«iida»  ia  spccM  or 
poMie  BeouritiM^-whleli  eoDditioD  wm  not  lets 
esMBtial,  in  calling  for  quality,  than  with  regard 
to  qvantity.  Anotker  important  featuiv  of  this 
eosdttion  was,  that  thoM  fonds  should  be  col- 
keied  into  an  aggregate  capital  within  a  United 
tiwgf  SIT  and  twehre  months.  But  the  essential 
oottditioBSj  thoe  affecting  the  nature  and  eiistence 
of  theintutotloB,  have  failed,  by  the  noiHCOmpli- 
aaee  of  the  subseribers.  or,  more  properif  speak- 
ing, b)r  the  default  of  the  corporation,  or  ito  eon- 
trnlltBjir  oSeers,  who  wete  the  legitimate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  colleetiTe  sulMoribers.  It  is 
tvue^  the  cof  poration  was  authorised  to  commence 
ooorations  on  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment 
Of  eight  millions  tour  hundred  thousand  dollars 
oCapeeie  and  stock.  This  sum,  howerer,  waseon- 
siwred  at  only  a  fractioa  of  the  capital;  and  the 
legislative  eipeetation  dwelt  as  strongly  on  the 
seeond  and  third  as  the  fkst  insialmeni,  and  een- 
siiered  its  advaace  and  quality  as  condittone 
wiiieh  must  have  been  material,  as  the  amount 
and  sort  of  capital  is  always  material  in  the 
Ibrmaiton  of  comranies  of  limited  partnership. 
Tlie  advance  of  the  first  instalment,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  municipal  lawyers,  would  be  a  condition 
precedent,  whilst  the  payment  of  the  seoood  and 
tbivd  MMtalments  were  properly  conditions  sub- 
sefuent;  and  it  will  not  be  denied  that  conditions 
subsequent  are  as  material  to  defeat  an  estate,  or 
right,  as  conditions  precedent.  If  there  has  been 
a  Bon-perforasance  of  the  conditions  afiecting  the 
very  existence  of  the  corporation,  nothing  more 
caa  be  necessary,  on  our  part,  than  a  declaratory 
net  of  legislation,  appriting  society  that,  the  con- 
ditiona  being  unperformed,  the  company  of  sub- 
seribera  are  not  entitled  to  exercise  or  continue 
the  corporate  powers^  which  could  not  be  claimed 
eacepc  on  a  supposition  of  a  performance  of  con- 
dicioas.  In  illustration  of  this  idea,  let  us  imagine 
a  not^payment  of  the  fiiet  instalment  required  by 
tho  charter,  and  that  the  subscribers,  after  paving 
but  a  tenth  of  that  instalment,  had  usurped  the 
powers  of  a  corporation,  under  pretence  of  the 
ehaiter:  would  any  gentleman  doubt  the  power 
or  propriety  of  enacting  a  law  declaring  the  non- 
peilbrmance.  and  announcing  the  invalidity  of 
the  charter  t  Congress  has  the  same  right  to 
announce,  hy  a  declaratory  law,  to  the  commu- 
nilf  over  which  it  nresides,  the  nen-performaoce 
of  the  conditions  or  the  two  last  Instalments,  and 
to  make  such  provisions  as  will  insure  a  just  dis- 
tiibutien  of  tb»  fonds  wliich  would  revert  to  its 
individual  owners.  Gentlemen  may  talk  of  the 
uneonstltuciottal  strides  of  convicting  the  corpo- 
ration or  its  membera  of  ofiences  without  judietel 
investigation  or  jury  trial.  In  the  view  I  have 
this  moment  presented,  neither  the  corporation 
nor  iu  members  are  convicted  of  crimes,  as  the 
mere  non*performanoe  of  a  condition  is  no  crime ; 
for  if  you  give  or  promise  me  an  estate,  on  my 
nerlbrmance  of  a  certain  act,  and  I  omit  the  per- 
tbrmanoe,  no  one  ioMgines  that  I  am  to  be  charged 
with  crime,  or  dragged  to  court,  or  tried  by  a  jury, 
fovmv  neglect :  the  issue  of  the  afiair  ia,  that  I  can* 
not  claim  the  estnte  without  showing  a  peribrm- 


A  visitntorial  power  \m  found  to  exist 
where  over  all  corporations— a  power  compeioi 
to  correet  its  abuses,  or  revoke  its  charter  when 
viofaued  and  forfeited.    In  Bagland,  corpom^tioBf 
are  freqneatly  created  by  the  mere  gnmt  ci  Jkt 
Bsecntive  magistrate ;  and  of  such  eorporaticai 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  (which  ia  tliat  eosi- 
try  is,  or  originally  was,  an  arm  of  the  Kxecntrif 
deparim«ot)  is  the  Visitor,  and,  by  mandamm^ 
qm  ipflrrmilo,  coneets  or  destroys  the  corponcioaj 
and  the  ParKai^nt  aaay  exercise  the  same  pooer 
withotti  the  aid  of  the  King's  Bench.     The  set 
of  inoorporation  here,  as  regards  its  aatm  tad 
incidents,  must  be  inlerpreied  by  a  refereaa  ts 
the  common  law,  from  whence,  and  not  from  tbe 
civil  law,  we  have  borrowed  our  notioas  os  thb 
subject.    At  common  law,  every  corporattos  v^ 
snbject  to  the  visitatorial  power  of  its  fonsder. 
But  Congress  is  the  founder  of  this  corpontia. 
and  therefore  possessed  of  that  viaitatonal  povcr 
which,  forsuflSeient  cause,  may  correct  or  desusf 
the  institution. 

I  submit  another  view.  This  mighty  instiia> 
tion  had  iu  inception  in  an  act  of  sovereigacr; 
and,  having  derived  its  existence  from  Icgisb- 


tioDk  it  seeme  peculiarly  fit,  or  nrobaUy 
lutely  necessary,  that  iu  fate  should  be  sealed  bf 


act  of  legislation,  if  it  be  worthy  o€  death 
The  oouru  of  Bnflaad,  by  judgment,  w^Ul  oea 
corporations  of  their  privileges,  where  those  prir- 
ileges  are  merely  derived  from  the  fixeeatirr 
Magistrate,  or  for  good  cause  repeal  or  rertob 
other  Bxecutive  panu ;  but  the  couru  have  nerfr 
ravoked  aeu  of  Parliament,  or  graau  contaiod 
in  thens.  So  if  Congress,  by  a  general  law,  as- 
thoriaes  the  Praeident  to  grant  lands  to  soldicn, 
and  he  paau  land  to  one  who  was  not  a  soldia 
the  courts  would  repeal  the  grant,  as  havaf 
issued  without  authority.  But  if  Congress  bji 
particular  law  grants  land  to  an  individnai,  tie 
couru  would  not  revoke  the  grant  for  any  case; 
for  this  would  be  to  repeal  a  law,  and  coa^ 
quently  the  exerctee  of  legislative  power.  If  it 
be  said  that  Gongfess  has  conferred  the  power  oi 
the  court  by  the  act  of  incorporation  to  ic^ 
the  charter,  I  reply  that  this  charter  is  nevcrtk^ 
iess  aa  act  of  Congress;  that  iu  repeal  must  ke 
•aa  act  of  legisiatiea  \  and  that  Congress  casioc 
confer  on  the  courto  the  power  of  legulaiioo. 

The  corporations  of  Bngland  and  of  evoy 
State  of  the  Union  are  subject  in  seoie  shape  a 
visiutorial  powers,  by  which  they  are  restraiactf 
or  destroyed,  when  they  pervert  the  ends  fa 
which  they  wera  called  into  being.     Bat  thh 
bank,  if  not  sabject  to  the  legislative  aathoritysf 
Congress,  is  incapable  of  subjection  by  nay  powa 
on  earth,  and  may  with  impunity  extend  its  nf 
ages  of  injustice  on  the  people  and  States  <^  tin 
continent,  from  Maine  to  Mexico,  and  laugh  iaie 
insignifiennce  the  Federal  compact  which  has 
hitherto  afibrded  protection  to  the  people,  «od  ts 
which  the  Federal  family  has  sworn  obedieace. 
If  then  this  greet  corporation  has  thus  beoomt 
too  powerful  Tor  the  Qoverament,  and  ackoowl* 
edges  itself  subject  to  no  k  w,  and  yet  retains  si 
iu  capacity  to  sin,  I  would  aim  a  blow  at  iis  ex- 
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jiieaec,  cren  at  the  thk  o#  wrtneMDi^  oat  of 
joint  dMe  Coftstitation  of  the  Union,  which  ire  all 
T©f»re. 

The  ad^ocaiMof  this  bank  aid  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  Unitfd  States  deduce  the  aathority  of  this 
Qoiref  omeol  to  establish  a  bank  from  its  powers 
over  the  Treasarj  and  fisctti  concerns  of  the 
UniOB.  AdmittiBg,  as  I  d^  the  correctness  of 
their  dedaction,  ]»ermit  me  to  ask  whether  the 
aoclMrs  of  Amerieaa  polity  conld  have  antici- 
pated that  Congress  woald  ever  find  itself  disa* 
bled  to  make,  repeal,  alter  or  modify,  any  of  the 
laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasury. 

Conceirittg  that  the  bank  has  forfeited  its  char^ 
tefi  no€  only  by  a  non-eompliaBee  witb  the  con- 
dirionsi  bat  by  the  eommiesioB  of  crime,  and  that 
Congress  has  power  to  repeal  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration,  I  have  never  had  a  moment's  hesitation 
of  the  expediency  of  the  repeal.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  ought  not  to  repeal,  because  the  good 
faith  of  the  GbrerBmeat  is  pledged  to  this  insti- 
tatioD.  What  is  the  import  or  force  of  this 
pledge  of  good  faith  ?  These  expressions  are  re- 
■ortM  to  on  saeb  Tariet]^  of  occasions,  of  late,  as 
might  warrant  a  suspicion  that  they  were  sus- 
ceptible of  application  to  all  cases ;  and,  if  so. 
ought  not  to  be  used  in  any  case.  Is  it  tiiat  moral 
ohugattott,  perfect  or  imperfect,  imposed  on  Qov- 
e^meoft  in  eoatequence  of  a  promise  or  prom- 
ises? Be  it  so,  unless  you  aiTord  me  another 
definition.  But,if  the  Bank  has  failed  to  comply 
with  the  express  condition  on  which  the  promise 
of  the  Gtovernneai  depended,  and  has,  by  the 
enonkiity  of  repeaud  crimes,  violated  those  whole** 
soflM  eofiditaoas  implied  in  ail  charters,  how  oan 
it  speak  of  that  good  faith  which  vanished  when- 
ever the  bank  ceased  to  dwell  under  its  protec- 
tion 7  The  charter  being  forfeited^  we  are  remit- 
ted, if  we  think  proper  to  enforce  the  forfeiture, 
to  the  free  condition  of  the  Congress  that  granted 
the  charter,  with  the  additional  advantaffe  of  two 
yearb'  experience  of  the  harm  evinced  bjr  the 
bank  in  its  infancy,  and  the  ability  to  anticipate 
our  fate  from  its  growing  strenffth.  When  view- 
ing the  alleged  violations  of  charter,  I  hold  my- 
sen  bound  to  yield  to  every  fair  claim  or  expeo- 
tattoa  of  the  corporation,  respecting  its  connexion 
with  Qovrrnment.  without  bias  from  popular 
feetla^  But  havtiig  found  a  riotated  and  fbr- 
fMed  dmrtib^  and  acorianvricm  begging  reprieve 
lh>m  the-fauff  evifs  of  lU  own  wrong,  then  it  is 
f-fiod  the  tatted  of  ny  constituents  on  me;  nor 
will  I  he  so  deef  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  or 
tile  diolhtes  ef  iustlee  as  to  raise  the  monster  from 
the  dea^,  or  reueve  it  by  renewing  ito  capacity  to 
visit  the  public  with  its  complieated  mischiefs. 

I  have  acknowledged  my  uuev  di«lik«  to  oor* 
Yaratimaof  traffiw^  by  which  a  lew  favored  per- 
sonagee  are  admitted  to  privileges  from  which 
th0  paopU  are eaoloded ;  bv  which  afew  are  per- 
BMUed  to  trade  to  an  indennite  extent  on  m  defi* 
aif«  Aind  withooc  sohleeting  their  estates  to  lla- 
Mtttr  for  tbetr  debts,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  people 
xra  liahie,  In  their  persoas  and  whole  fortunes,  on 
^my  of  their  eeatfacts.  I  dislike  these  corpo* 
nflinna,  beeaoeei  ther^te  of  all  men  being  equal. 


every  grant  of  exclusive  righu  to  potent  combi* 
nations  or  compauies,  being  carved  out  of  the 
previous  claim  of  others,  operates  as  a  proper^ 
tionate  alienation  of  the  liberty  of  all  othier  per- 
sons in  the  community.  But,  above  all,  I  abhor 
the  thing  we  call  a  bank  bonm,  it  being  the  price 
at  which  a  legislative  body  sells  to  a  combination 
of  speculators  peculiar  poritical,  civil,  or  commer- 
cial privileges  from  which  the  people  areprohib" 
ited.  The  price  offered  and  accepted  at  the  cre- 
ation of  this  corporation  was  $1,500,000.  The 
old  Bank  of  the  united  States  never  insulted  the 
Qovernment  by  the  ofibr  of  a  bonus  or  bribe. 
Say  nothing  of  the  pious  or  useful  objects  to 
which  such  money  may  be  appropriated,  (for  it 
can  never  be  just  to  obtain  money  by  injustice,) 
let  the  disbursement  of  such  money  be  such  as 
it  may.  If  corporations  are  absolutely  necessaiy, 
the  public  good  would  justify  their  creation  with- 
out the  immorality  of  selling  political  rights  at 
auction.  But,  the  plea  of  necessity  never  holds 
in  these  bargains,  tor,  however  proper  corpora- 
tions may  be,  the  bonus  is  never  offered  for  a  mere 
charter,  but  always  in  consideration  of  some  pe- 
culiar and  exclusive  privileges  which  may  be 
dispensed  vritb.  This  notion  of  a  bonus,  latelf 
so  familiar  as  to  startle  nobody,  has  found  its  pre- 
cedent in  Europe^  the  institutions  from  whence 
are  annually  gaming  popularity  with  the  mercan- 
tile class  of  this  country.  The  Bank  of  England 
is  bound  to  renew  its  charter  each  twenty  years, 
by  the  advance  of  pecuniary  advantages  to  that 
Ciovernment ;  bnt  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  our 
English  ancestors  to  remember  that  their  early 
resort  to  this  degrading  peactice  was  the  conse- 
quence of  misfortune  and  evils,  which  gives  them, 
at  least,  the  show  of  an  excuse,  to  which  our 
Government  has  nq  pretension.  1  remember  the 
circumstances  attending  one  renewal  of  the  Eng- 
lish bank  charter,  which  are  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  those  accompanj^ng  all  the  earlier 
renovations  of  charter.  In  1708,  Parliament,  by 
its  vote,  granted  to  the  Ckneen  upwards  of  £2,000,- 
000  for  maintaining  the  forces  in  her  pay  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  for  subsidies  payable  to  her  allies, 
eieeienu  Whilst  this  measure  was  depending, 
the  Ministers,  having  exhausted  their  ingenuity, 
found  it  impossihie  to  raiae  even  a  moiety  of  the 
sum,  although  the  whole  was  indispensable.  At 
that  critical  juncture  the  Bank  appeared  before 
Pariiament,  as  a  saving  angef,  with  propositions 
for  a  renewal  of  charter,  and  an  ofi*er  to  advance 
the  sums  wanted.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ob- 
serve that  the  ofl^r  was  accepted.  We  have  no 
such  palliative  to  cover  our  derarture  from  prin- 
ciple in  respect  to  this  bank.  We  copy  the  vices 
of^  Europeans,  without  the  trimmings  to  make 
them  passable ;  or,  in  truth,  endeavor,  in  our  day 
of  national  prosperity,  to  imitate  the  traits  of  evil 
deformity  which  circumstances^  and  not  choice, 
have  imposed  on  European  nations. 

It  is  no  cause  of  surprise  that  the  State  banks 
in  every  quarter  of  the  continent  are  terrified  by 
the  threatening  aspect  of  this  institution  of  thirty- 
five  miHions.  The  Ghivemment  of  the  Union 
has  also  entered  into  partnership  with  the  specu- 


1271 


HISTORT  OF  G0NOBE8S. 


1271 


H.  OP  R. 


ArkamoB  TVirtory. 


FBBBUAjrr,  1819. 


laiors  of  this  great  bank,  and  not  onlr  become 
the  proprietor  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock,  bat  has 
presented  the  compaajr  with  the  whole  national 
rcTenue,  as  a  capital  to  trade  with,  in  exchange. 
In  short,  the  strong  box  of  the  nation  has  been 
delivered  and  locked  in  the  bank  Taolts»  No 
rival  institution  can  compete  with  one  which 
finds  itself  in  partnership  with  the  national  Qot- 
ernment,  and  in  possession  of  its  revennes.  Not 
only  the  State  banks,  bat  the  State  goyeraments, 
must  be  inspired  with  apprehensions  of  insecurity 
from  such  a  combination  of  influential  force,  and 
gentlemen  who  hare,  on  other  occasions,  display- 
ed so  mach  ingenaity  and  elo^oence  on  this  floor 
in  defence  of  State  sorereigoties  and  State  rights, 
will,  I  hope,  see  in  the  question  oow  on  hand  an 
object  worthy  of  their  exertions ;  they  will  not, 
I  am  convinced,  after  having  rescued  the  States 
from  open  attacks,  tamely  suffer  the  General 
Government  to  organize  and  strengthen  a  mon- 
eyed aristocracy  which  would  devour  the  State 
banks,  intimidate  the  State  governments,  and 
swallow  the  annual  revenues  of  the  country. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall,  with  a  cheerful  con- 
science, vote  for  jthe  resolution  of  my  honorable 
colleague,  (Mr.  Johnsom,)  to  repeal  the  bank 
charter. 

Mr.  LowxDBS  then  intimated  a  wish  to  make 
some  rematks  on  the  subject,  which,  late  as  it 
was,  he  would  proceed  to  do,  at  once,  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  disposed  now  to  hear  him ;  but,  if 
they  were  desirous  of  rising,  he  would  give  way. 

A  motion  being  made  to  that  effect,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


FninAT,  February  19. 

Mr.  PoiMDBXTBR  presented  a  petition  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  quieting 
the  claims  to  land  in  that  part  of  said  State,  for- 
merljr  comprised  within  the  province  of  West 
Florida,  derived  from  the  British  Government, 
so  far  as  the  said  grants  interfere  with  those  de* 
rived  from  the  Spanish  Government;  which 
said  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LiTTLB,  from  the  joint  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  the  public  printing,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  W11.LIAM8.  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
bills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles  to  wit : 
^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Henley ;"  and 
*'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clarke,"  re- 
ported the  said  bills  without  amendment;  and 
they  were  respectively  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  divide  the  United  States  into  four 
districts  for  the  regulation  of  the  coasting  trade, 
and  of  the  amendment  thereto  proposed,  by  Mr. 
8iL8BBB,for  reducing  the  number  of  districts  from 
four  to  two- 
Mr.  Mills  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely;  in  which  motion  he  was  supported  by 
Blr,  Obr;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Silbbbb,  Whit- 


MAH,  Holmbs,  and  Lihoolh.  This  debftta  w» 
confined  to  the  representation  from  Bfaaeacbasetti, 
and  turned  principally  on  considerations  eet- 
nected  with  the  relative  intereeu  of  the  District 
of  Maine  and  of  Masaachusetta  proper.  Tke 
motion  to  postpone  was  negatived,  hoc  not  htfcti 
an  effort  had  been  made,  in  order  to  end  the  ^ 
bate,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  Uble,  which  was  Bt^- 
atived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  anea^ 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Silbbbb,  as  aboFe,  and  it- 
cided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  was  then  renewed  to  lay  the  U/ 
on  the  table,  and  carried. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  ak 
of  the  public  lands;  and  the  bill  for  desigaatiic 
boundaries  of  land  districts,  and  eatablisbiagoh 
fices  for  the  sale  of  lands  reo&aining  aosold  a 
Indiana  and  Ohio,  were  received  from  the  Set- 
ate,  severally  twice  read,  and  referred. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  f<4iowing  titlsi, 
to  wit:  An  act  to  regulate  the  nay  of  the  Araf, 
when  employed  on  fatigoe  doty;  An  act  fc 
the  relief  of  John  B.  Timberlake;  and,  Aa  ict 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Terricory  of  Ah- 
bama,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  fof» 
ernmenti  and  for  the  admission  of  suoh  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  or^iaal 
Statesi  were  severally  read  a  third  tine,  tkt  (a* 
as  amended}  and  passed. 

ARKANSAS  TE&RITORT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  eonsiden- 
tion  of  the  bill  to  esublish  a  separate  Territoriil 
government  in  the  soQt|ier&  part  of  the  Missoeri 
Territory. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robgrtbom,  of 
Kentucky,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  erasoit 
of  the  amendment  yesterday  adopted,  to  recoa* 
mit  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructiotf 
to  strike  out  these  words:  ''And  all  children  ban 
of  slaves  within  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  freCi 
but  may  be  held  to  service  until  the  age  of  twtt* 
ty-five  years." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  k- 
cided  as  follows:  For  the  recommitonent  881 
against  it  88. 

YsAs — ^Msesn.  AbboC»  Andenon  of  Kentackr,  A» 
tin,  Baldwin,  BaU,  Barboor  of  Viiginia,  BasMit,  h$t 
ley,  Beecber,  Bloomfield»  Blount,  Biysn,  BorwoU,  Bo^ 
ler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Cruger,  Davidson,  Ded^  Earls,  £dwai4 
Ervm  of  South  Carolina,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnen,  HiB 
of  North  Carolina,  Hsrrison,  Hogg,  Holmes,  JohuM 
of  Vtiginia.  Johnson  of  Kentuc^,  Jones,  V^jmj, 
Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane  of  Dal.,  McLean  d 
IlUnois,  McCoy,  Mair,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  M«^ 
car,  Middletoo,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt, 
New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pegram,  Pet«, 
Pindall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Qnailes,  Reed  of  MA, 
Reed  of  Geoigia,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer, 
SetUe,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slecnmb.  a  Smith,  BalJsrf 
Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  a  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  d 
North  Csiolina,  Stons,  Strother,  Stnart  of  MujIsb^ 
TerreU,  Trimble,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Toeker  of  Soath 
Caroline,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  ef 
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Kcotueky,  Whitmun  and  WiUiaiiM  of  North  Car- 
oJina. 

Nats — ^Meana.  Adams,  Alien  of  Maaaachnaotta,  An- 
dtrmm  of  PenujlTania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
Bennett,   Bodra,  Boaa,  Clagett,   Comatock,  Crafts, 
Cnahman,  Darlington,  Drake,  Bllicott,  Folger,  Fol- 
iar,  Gaffe,  Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haa- 
•brouck,  Hesdricka,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hitch- 
cod,  Hwkinson,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Hunt- 
infftoo,   Irving  of  New   York,   Kirtland,  Lawyer, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maday, 
]f  arch  and,  Maaon  of  Rhode   Island,  Merrill,  Mills, 
Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Jeremiah  Nelaon,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patterson, 
Pawling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Rogers, 
Rnggles,  Sampson,  SaTage,  Schuyler,  Scodder,  Ser- 
geant, Seybert,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Spencer, 
Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Town- 
send,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Weaterlo,  White- 
side, Wilkin,  Williams  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of 
New  York,  Wilaon  of  Maaaachnaetta,  and  Wilson  of 
Bennajlvania. 

There  being  an  equal  divisioiii  the  Speakir 
deeiaied  himaelf  in  the  affirmati? e  \  and  so  the 
said  motion  was  carried ;  and  Messrs.  Robbkt- 

8011,  SiLSBfiB,   BOBWBLL,  MiLLB.  BUd   LOWKDBB, 

were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  RoBERTBOH,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

•was  this  day  referred  the  bill  establishing  a  sep- 

ftT%ie  TernioTial  governtnent  for  thesoutUero  part 

of  the  Territory  of  Miasoori,  with  instructions  to 

amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  these  words : 

•''And  all  children  born  of  slaves  within  the  said 

Territory,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  ser- 

Tice  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,"  reported 

the  same,  amended  agreeably  to  the  said  in- 

stractioos. 

Mr.  Mbbcer  expressed  his  views  of  this  ques- 
tion in  a  short  speech. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken,  to  concur  with 
the  select  committee,  in  striking  out  the  said 
words,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  89, 
nays  87,  as  follows : 

y SAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Bahiwin,  Ball,  Baibonr  of  Virginia,  Baaiett,  Bay- 
le^,  Beeeher,  Btoomfidd,  Blount,  Bryan,  Bnrwell, 
Bntler  of  Loniatana,  Campb^,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook, 
Otmwfad,  Cmger,  Cnlhretn,  l>avidsoB,  Deaha,  Earle, 
Sdwaida,  Brvin  of  South  Carolina,  Fisher,  Fk>yd, 
Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Haniaoa,  Hogg, 
HeiflMa,  Jobnaon  of  Yirgmia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Jonea^  Kinaey,  Lewia,  Little,  Lowndea,  McLane  of 
JMaware,  McLean  of  IlliBoia,  MeCoy,  Marr,  Maaon 
of  Masaachnsaita,  Mereer,  Mtddletoa,  H.  Nelson,  T. 
If  •  NeJaoo,  Nesbiti,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen, 
Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pmdall,  Pleaaanta,  Poindexter, 
Qoariea,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rloggold*  Robertaon,  Sawyer,  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins, 
Slocamb,  8.  Smith,  Ballard  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
8trother»  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  Thgittia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyler,  Walker 
aT  ^oith  Carolina,  Walker  of  Kentudty,  Whitman, 
tmd  Willisma  of  North  Carolina. 

Kats — Meaara.  Adama,  Allen  of  Maaaaehusetta,  An- 
iarson  9i  Pennaylvania,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bateman, 
^Miaett,  Bodan,Boss,  Clagett,  Comatod^  Crafty  Cash- 
,  I>aitiagtoii«  Dfilbai  Sliteott,  Folgar,  FuUBr»  Gaga, 


Gilbert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Delaware,  Haafaionck,  Hand- 
ridtt,  Herkimer,  Henick,  Heiater,  Httdioook,  Hopkin- 
son,  Hostetter,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Huntington,  Irving 
of  New  York,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linooln,  Linn,  Liv- 
ermore,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Marehand,  M»- 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  Merrill,  Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Sam- 
uel Moore,  Morton,  Moaeley,  Murray,  Jeremiah  Nal* 
son.  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Patteraon,  Pawling,  Pitkin, 
Porter,  Rice,  Rich,  Richardsi  Rogers,  Ruggles,  Savage, 
Schuyler,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Seybert,  Sherwood*  Sils- 
bee, Southard,  Spencer,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Taylor, 
Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  Con- 
necticut, Williams  of  New  York,  Wilson  of  Massa^ 
chusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

So  the  House  determined,  by  a  majority  of  two 
votes,  to  strike  out  the  clause  imposine  a  restric- 
tion on  slavery  in  the  proposed  new  Territory  of 
Arkansas. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  provision  ^  that,  during  the  existence 
^  of  the  Territorial  government  of  Arkansas,  no 

*  slaves  shall  be  brought  into  the  said  Territory, 

*  to  remain  therein  for  a  longer  time  than  nine 
'  months  from  the  date  of  their  arrival." 

Mr.  Pitkin  supported,  at  aome  length,  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wbitmah,  of  Maaaaehusetta,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty 
to  myself,  as  well  as  by  a  hope  to  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  oa  this  subject,  to  endeavor  to  exhibit 
the  view  which  I  have  talcen  of  it.  At  this  stage 
of  the  debate,  the  House  having  become  weary. 
I  cannot  expect  to  gain  mnch  attention ;  and,  had 
aoj  other  gentleman  exhibited  the  view  which 
influences  my  mind,  I  should  have  been  silent. 
Without  some  explanation^  the  vote  which  I  am 
about  to  give  might  seem  ineoosiatent  with  that 
which  I  gave  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
should  have  given  in  the  House,  on  a  similar 
amendment  proposed,  in  the  case  of  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  as  a  State.  I  voted  in  that  case 
against  the  admission  of  slavery  into  that  State. 
I  did  not  so  vote,  however,  in  expectation  that  it 
would  diminish  slavery  in  the  United  States.  I 
do  not  view  the  subject  as  necessarily  involvine 
that  (|tteation ;  and,  if  it  be  involved  in  it,  I  think 
it  can  be  made  manifest  that  the  reasons  are  in 
favor  of  iu  admission,  rather  than  iu  rejection,  if 
we  would  promote  emancipation,  and  provide  tor 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves. 
No  man  would  abhor  more  a  contrary  tendency 
than  I  should.  I  should  shudder  at  the  idea  of 
adopting  a  measure  tending  to  the  increase  of 
such  misery  and  wretchedness. 

The  slaves  already  in  the  United  Sutes,  as  the 
laws  now  are,  can  only  be  increased  by  procrea- 
tion. The  penalties  against  further  importation, 
and  the  measures  adopted  to  enforce  them,  are 
such  that  we  cannot  reasonably  fear  that  many, 
if  any  more,  will  be  smuggled  into  the  Union. 
The  permission  of  slavery  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  will  afford  no  additional  facilities  to 
the  introduetiou  of  thia  unfortunate  race  from 
abroad.    The  State  of  Louisiana,  already  estab- 
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lMbBd,iyiMr,pvinoipftU]r.ireit  cf  the  IfissJMippi. 
and  ott  llwiNuilu  of  ^it,  ud  adjoiDiag  ihe  Qott  of 
Ikfexioo,  wicteot  being  eiAr  enf  reetrieliDD  in 
this  mttieiribir,  will  be  the  ^/km^e  ta  which  d«¥es 
irili  oe  simigglcd  in,  if  «n«£^led  «t  til.  They 
eotrid  not  be  smucgled  into  ArhMsas  till  ihey 
had  been  cooveyed  three  htrodredinilcfl  throagb 
Louisiana. 

The  natural  increase  wili  he  the  same,  whether 
in  one  part  of  the  Ujiion  or  the  other;  or,  if  it 
wootd  be  greater  in  the' Western  country,  it  would 
be  the  coQsequence  of  an  ameliorated  condition, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  regretted,  as  the  cause  of 
humanity  would  thereby  be  promoted.  This  will 
be  obvious  to  those  who  have  .had  an  opportunity 
of  eem|iariog  the  slarery  en  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board with  that  of  the  Western  eountry.  On  the 
seaboard,  for  from  fifty  to  eighty  miles  into  the 
country,  through  the  whole  of  the  Bonthem 
Btates^  the  soil  is  sterile — and  there  it  is  that 
there  is  the  greatest  proportion  of  slaTes,  sub- 
jected to  the  most  lamentable  state  of  degradation 
aad  misery.  The  prodnee  is  trifling  and  scanty ; 
the  UMrket  at  the  same  time  high.  The  slare  is 
pinched  and  stinted,  aad  allowed,  in  many  in-! 
stances,  but  his  peck  of  corn  per  week  for  his 
whole  subsistence.  In  the  Western  country  the 
|iradu«e-is  aboadant,  mad  the  amiiKet  poor;  the 
slave  is  there  well  fed  and  happy.  The  greatest 
kindaesB  you  can  do  a  slave,  is  lo  tempt  his  mas- 
tar  Co  remove  with  him  to  the  Western  eoaotry. 
The  master  will  be  bettered  in  his  own  condition 
at  the: same  time,  and  this  also  will  iacrease  his 
Ubenlity  to  his  skves.  AH  travellers,  from  the 
Atiatttie  to  the  West,  are  struck  with  the  in- 
creased amelioration  in  their  conditioa,  as  they 
profess. 

But,  sir,  there  »  another  point  of  view  in  wbieh 
I  woald  btg  my  frieods  to  look  at  this  subject. 
Ib  the  degree  in  which  you  increase  the  propor- 
tion oi  the  free  beyond  that  of  the  slave  popula- 
tlaa,  in  the  eame  ratio  you  increase  the  chance 
ibr  eoumeipatloB,  final  «nd  total.    To  prove  this, 
we  need  only  to  iook  at  some  of  oar  sister  States. 
The  majority,  coasistiog  of  non*slaveholding  in- 
dividuab,  ia  those  States,  has  compelled  the  mi- 
nority gradnally  to  let  go  their  hold  apon  this 
Pieeies  of  property.    New  York,  New  Jersey, 
eansylvanta,  and  Delaware,  in  this  way,  have 
seat ly  rid  themselves  of  this  reproach  upon  hu- 
manity.   The  best  mode,  th«r^ore,  to  promote 
the  cause  of  a  final  emancipation,  would  be  to 
saffer  the  slaves  to  be  scattered  thinly  over  the 
Western  States.    These  States  will  be  peopled, 
in  much  the  largest  proportion,  bv  those  who  do 
/  not,  and  who  are  too  poor  to  holo  slaves.    It  is 
f  the  laboring  class  of  the  community,  and  the  in- 
/  dustrious  veomanry  of  our  ceantry.  who  will 
/  emigrate  thither.    The  men  of  wealth,  and  those 
I  ara   principal   slaveholders,   will   not  remove. 
'  Hence,  the  case  in  the  Western  country,  as  it 
respects  the  slaves,  will  be  perfectly  similar  to 
that  which  brought  about  emancipation  in  the 
States  before  mentioned. 

la  Missouri  it  is  said  that  about  one41fth  of  the 
p<H^a|ioii  are  alavci.    These  were  held,  it  is 


said,  princi|Mlly  by  the  French  and  fipaoieh 
pie,  at  the  time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  St 
The  popalatiea  now  pouring  iu  there,  coosisia  of 
the  haroy  yeomanry  of  the  North.  It  wil4  soon 
be  the  ease  there,  that  the  proportton  of  elavei 
and  of  slaveholders  will  be  comparatfvely  ti9€io|r. 
Can  any  man  believe  that  in  such' case  they  wfll 
not  there  do  as  has  been  done  in  the  other  Statesf 
The  majority  having  the  power,  will  they  not 
compel  the  minority  gradually  to  rid  themselvai 
of  this  species  of  property?  I  helieve,  siri,  it  is 
not  in  the  nature  or  man  to  do  otherwise.  Were 
no  restriction  to  be  imposed  on  Missouri,  cvea 
there  it  is  as  fiied  as  late  that  elavery  must^^re 
loQg.  be  abolished.  If,  then,  it  we^e  proper  ts 
oonsalt  the  cause  of  humanity  only,  in  ^ier^aid 
of  every  other  cofisideratioo^  we  fAOold  -^omBi- 
age  the  dispeiaion  of  the  elavee  now  in  ihtf  Unlaa 
to  the  utmost  of  oar  powar. 

What,  sir,  would  be  the  ineviti^leeoawquoBce 
of  cooping  th^m  up  within  certain  iiantc'?  ia 
such  case  the  poorar  whites  woald  emigrate ;  the 
slaves  aad  ^vehoMen  would  remaia.  While 
the  free  pemlation  would  ramain  siatieaary,  er 
dimtaiah,  the  slaves  would  increase.  Thw  result 
of  which  would  be,  as  it  ever  has  been,  that  the 
slave  must  be  treated  with  more  r^ior ;  he  must 
be  kept  ignorant,  be  humbled, and  debased;  fiir, 
sir,  people  must  and  will  consult  their  owaea/eiy. 
If  the  slaves  shioald  become  aufficiently  namerous 
to  render  it  possible  to  regain  iheir  freedom,  if 
they  are  not  degraded  to  the  character  of  brata, 
they  wili  be  tempted  to  combine  and  destroy  their 
oppressors.  In  such  cases  the  white  people  date 
not  admit  of  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  lest  it 
should  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  emancipated, 
by  means  of  obstruction  and  observation,  to  he- 
come  capable  of  heading  and  exciting  the  slaves 
against  their  masters.  Hence,  in  ;>ome  States, 
emancipation  has  been  prohibited  by  lav.  The 
condition  of  a  slave  in  such  cases  is  wretched, 
indeed. 

This,  theOf'sir,  is  net  a  queation  which  oiught 
to  he  decided  luider  ihe  apprehension  that  it  will 
ineresae  the  horrors  of  slavei^y.  if  it^afiecfti  liM 
questioo^it  is  wholly  ihe  other  way. 

As  to  the  qucatioo.  which  has  been  agitaled 
with  «o- much  zeal,  relatmto  the  power  W  the 
United  States,  on  feha  admission  of  a  new  Siate^ 
toeaase^atipalatiao  to  be  sgreed  to,  pre^eotiag 
slavery  or  requiring  its  j^radual  abalitioo,  I  cma 
entertain  no  doubt.  We  certainly  have  ihis 
power.  The  Territories  are  under  the  ahaohite 
control  of  the  United  States.  We  have  itte 
power  to  admit  them  into  the  Union  as  States  or 
not.  Before  admitting  them,  we  may  reqoire  any 
stipulation  relative  to  their  internal  police  or  ma- 
nicipal  regulations  that  we  please,  as  a  conditioa 
on  which  we  will  agree  to  their  admission.  We 
could  not  require  anything,  I  admit,  repuABant  io 
the  fundamental  articles  of  the  Federal  Ouvem- 
ment — such  as  that  they  should  not  be  repteeeotad 
in  the  Senate  aad  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  have  fiieotors  of  Preai* 
daat^  dbfri  theaaote  as  the  other  Stales.  What- 
ever any  other  State  woaid  beeniitled  to  by  iii« 
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ex|ire88  poTisiomt  of  the  Federal  Coastilatioii,' 
wecoQld  not  deny  to  a  newly  admitted  State. 
NothiDg  will  BOW  preveat  an  agreement  with, 
any  of  the  iodividaai  States  in  the  Union  as  to 
any  mnnieipal  regulation,  deemed  proper  or  oe- 
eessary  Ibr  the  me  of  any  portion  of  Ine  citizens' 
of  the  Uaioir— and  certainly  the  same  may  be 
stipulated  for  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  as 
a  covlition  «f  tie  adaaisstoQ.  Gentlemen  bare 
mid  ^t,  altboQgh  me  might  compel  them  to 
ft^Hiiaie  in  fbetr  eoasiiiiiiiosstlmtsMTerysheold 
not  he  tolei«ted,«y«t,notlikirw0dld  prevent  their 
•Jteriag  tivrir  constttuf ton  uter  such  admission ;; 
and  that  we  shoiild  hare  no  means  of  enforeiog, 
the  regniatioo— and  that  we  cannot  make  stipn-j 
latJoss  that  we  cannot  enforce.  In  this  I  believe: 
there  is  a  mistake.  It  is  trae,  perhaps,  that  the! 
United  States  oonld  not,  bjr  any  act  otlegisiatioa,! 
enforce  the  ohserTaace  of  the  regolaiion.  Bat,: 
Wf  su^KMo  it  should  be  attempted  to  hold  an  in- 
diTidnaias  aalave,  in  eonftravention  of^aoeh  a 
atipoiaibn,  would  «e  noi^'and  could  he  not^apply- 
w  ihe  aoiirts  of  the  Uaiied  Ataus^^  by  habeaa^ear-^ 
pus.  or  athef  visCf  land  obtain  hb  iiheratioa?    - 

These  regulaliona  aar-  no  oivwiiy .  Theyiiave: 
heretofore  been  adopted  on  the*adaiiaiion  of  aew 
Slates.  OhiOy  ladiniia,  .and  ilUaoIsi  have'beeni 
sn^ected  to  thesL  Besides  ihe  fegolaiiaas  pro j 
hthniag^alaTeiy,'wa  liava  been  in  itheteoasttmo 
habit  of  Maoiviiag  olheraipiiiatftOBeof  the  iiewlyt 
mdmiutd  JSUtea.  iV^:ha<re  required  that  they! 
shauid  not  oa  the  lands  of  the  UnitedS^aiesJ 
and  thaJaads  aotd  by  the  United  States,  for  fivej 
yana  after  the  sale.  Now.  sir,  the  rigfit  to  lery 
aadcaileet  taxes  ts  an  attrfbilte  <of  sorerefgnty 
whieh  eoald  no  more  be  abridged,  on  the  admis 
sioB  of  a  new  State,  than  the  powerto  admit 
staTery.  If  we  can  require  stipulations  for  the 
one,  we  can  for  the  other — and  our  right  hereto- 
fore liaa  ocTer  been  doubted  to  do  either.  Should 
a  State,  after  its  admission,  in  contraTeotion  of 
the  compact^  as  it  may  be  called,  proceed  to  taa 
United  Elates  lands,  or  iaads«old  by  the  Uoit^ 
States,  before  the  eipiiatioaof  the  five  frars,  the 
United  Stales  could  do  nothing  by  way  of  en- 
forcing it  otherwise  than  by  a  resort  to  the  trihii- 
nais  of  faiw  for  relief. 

This,  then,  is  the  power  which  we  have,  and 
can  exerci^  whenever  we  deem  it  proper.  In 
some  eases  we  have  exercised  it  in  relation  to  the 
inbibitioo  of  slavery  j  and  in  others  not.  We 
have,  I  trust,  exercised  the  power  in  cases  which 
haw  property  re<|iiiiwd  it;  and  again  have  omit- 
ted it  fa  oases  in  which  it  aAiouM  have  been 
omitfed.  It  is,  then,  on  the  admission  of  a  new 
State,  a  question,  ffolely,of  expediency  and  policy. 
We  are  now  to  determine  whether  wa  shall  ex- 
ercise this  power  in  this  case. 

We  ^oold  consider  that  we  have,  by  our  coai- 
aaott  and  joint  fnnds,  acquired  a  large  tract  of 
vacant  territory  west  of  the  Missiisi|ipi ;  that  it 
is  vaJuidde  to  our  coanlry  as  furniehiiig  a  fertile 
region  ior  the  citiaens  of  oar  couotiy  to  resort  to 
for  the  porp<Me  of  bettering  their  conditiotts,  ae- 
^iiriag  properly^  and  providtng  for  their  ohil- 
'iva.    The  two  great  aactiona  of  tha  Union/ to 


wit,  the  slavaboldittg  and  the  nou'al 
sections,  have  an  equal,  right  to  its  enjojrmeat. 
By  permitting  slavery  in  every  part  of  it,  the 
noB-slavebolding  portion  will  be  neprived  of  it; 
if  not  entifely,  certainly  in  a  very  great  degiae. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  people  of  the  South 
cannot  carry  their  slaves  with  them  when  they 
emigrate,  the  benefit  will  be  equally  lost  to  them. 

We  must,  then,  go  on  as  we  have  to^un ;  ad- 
mitting some  States  with,  and  some  without,  any 
restriction.  We  have  already  admitted  Loais- 
iana,  lying  principally  wast  of  the  Missisiipiii, 
without  any  reatnction,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
Southern  brethren.  We  have  now  decided  to 
admit  Missouri,  with  the  restriction,  with  a  view, 
in  some  measure,  I  trust,  to  the  benefit  of  aar 
Northern  brethren.  Why  may  we  notaoatiaaa 
in  the  seme  way,  admitting  Sutes  off  against  te 
non*sUiveboldinj  Sutea,  wesierly,  with  the  :fa- 
striction,  and  off  agsaaast  the  slaveholdingiStalai, 
without  it. 

Oeotlenen  have  said,  that  people  ofthe?North 
emigate  to  the  Sott|h,.and  readily  assiaftilate,  and 
become  slaveholders;  and  that  the  esisteaccnf 
slavery  forms  no  objection.  This  mav  be  tbe 
case,  and  undoubtedly  is,  with  certain  iudividaab, 
and  particularly  such  as  are  able  :to  hold  slavfli. 
But  it  is  far  from  being  the  case  generally.  The 
people  from  the  North,  who  emigrate,  are  the  ia- 
dosuious  yeomanry,  who  till  the  earth  with  lAieir 
own  hands,  and  are  seldom,  if  ever,  able  to  pai- 
chase  slaves;  and  whose  spirit  of  freedom  wimld 
revolt  at  the  idea  of  being  compelled  to  aiork 
side  by  side  with  slaves.  For  proof  of  this,  look 
at  tbe  States  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  The  fer- 
tility of  soil  and  congeniality  of  climate,  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  is  in  favor  of  Kentucky;  -yet 
you  can  scarcely. find  a  Northern  man  in  that 
«State;  while  Ohio  is  almost  exclusively  peopled 
from  the  North,  and  has  iacreased  in  popalatioa 
much  faster  tUan.Kentasky.  There  cannot  poa- 
ftibly  be  any  other  reason  for  this,  unless  it  is  that 
Kentucky  is  a  slaveholdiag,  and  Ohio  a  noa^ 
^vebulJiog  State. 

Gentlemen  abhor  seciioaal  lines  of  demaBon- 
lion  between  the  different  descriptions  of  .popaftap 
tioa  in  the  Union,  and  so  do  h  When  thay.can 
be  avoided,  I  would  avoid  them.  But  we  have 
.them  in  relation  to  this  subject  already.  The 
line  IB  distiactly  marked.  It  is,  I  confess,  one  of 
our  misfortunes.  Bot,sir,  it  is  unavoidable.  Wa 
bare  heretofore  found  it  necessary  and  proper  to 
observe  it  in  forming  States  north  of  the  Ohio^ 
without  admiiiing,  and  south  of  the  Ohio  with, 
the  admission  of  slaves.  Having  so  begun,  we 
must  continue  on.  And  in  doin^  so,  we  muat,ia8 
in  the  case  of  every  other  legislative  aat,  exercise 
a  sound  discretion,  and  do  that  which  shall  best 
comport  with  the  demands  of  the  different  and 
varying  interests  of  the  different  portions  of  the 
Union. 

1  am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  no  restriction  in  re- 
lation to  Arkansas,  although  1  was,  and  still  ain, 
in  iavor  of  adopting  it  in  relatioa  to  Missonrit 
The  settled,  part  4>f  Arkaaaaa  will  be  ooatb  of  the 
eouthedy  line  of  Kantooky.    In  my  apiaioa,  ta 
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do  josttee  to  o«r  Boothera  brothreo,  they  oog^bt 
to  hftTe  permission  to  eurr  with  them  their 
eUiTes,  ereo  further  north.  Bot  as  Missoari  ex- 
tends sooth  to  this  line,  and  we  coold  not  admit 
slarery  In  any  iMirt,  and  not  in  the  whole,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  ahernatife  bot  to  confine  the  ad- 
mission of  slaTery  to  the  sooth  of  that  line. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  North  need  hare  no 
fears,  I  belioTe,  that  the  slaveholding  States  wilt 
become  predominant,  and  prerent  onr  doing  all 
that  it  may  be  proper  for  as  to  do  to  prereni  this 
growing  evil.  We  now  have  the  namerical  force ; 
we  have  a  majority  of  ten  or  fiAeen  in  the  repre- 
sentation on  this  floor  as  a  gnarantee  against  it. 
This  majority  will  increase  upon  the  taking  of 
orery  census.  Bv  recurring  to  the  eensos  of  1800 
and  1810,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  from 
25  to  90  per  cent,  against  the  slaveholding  section. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  slave  portion  of  the  increase 
^ves  bat  three-fifths  of  the  increase  to  the  weight 
in  this  House. 

Neither  have  gentlemen  any  cause  of  alarm 
for  fear  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Sooth  will  be 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves.  Thej  have  hitherto  manifested 
as  mach  of  a  disposition  to  put  a  final  stop  to  that 
nefarious  practice  as  could  have  been  wished — 
and  no  doubt  can  be  enteruined  of  the  steadiness 
of  that  disposition. 

We  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  opposition  to 
the  determination  of  the  slaveholding  States  far- 
ther than  the  Constitatlon  has  authorized.  These 
Stales  were  sovereign,  and  could  make  what  regu- 
lations they  would  as  to  slavery.  They  have 
delegated  to  us  no  other  authority  than  that  of 
prohibiting  further  importation,  after  a  certain 
period.  It  is  then  an  evil  which  we  have  not 
eieatcd,  nor  does  it  even  exist  and  continue  by 
our  permission.  We  are,  in  fact,  by  the  most 
aolemn  obligation,  precluded  from  the  right  to 
molest  those  States  in  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
Not  having  the  power  to  prevent  it,  the  iniquity 
eannot  \w  at  our  doors.  There  is  no  ground  on 
which  we  can  demand  to  be  their  conscience- 
keepers.  They  must  answer  for  the  wrong,  and 
not  we. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject.  I  shall  deem  it 
mv  duty  not  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  restriction  in 
relation  to  Arkansas— at  the  same  time  I  shall  go 
any  reaaonable  length  with  those  who  would  in- 
sist upon  the  restriction  in  relation  to  Missouri. 

Mr.  Taylor,  then,  for  reasons  which  he  stated, 
modified  the  amendment,  to  read  as  follows: 

''That  neither  slsvaiy  nor  involnntsiy  servitude 
dball  hereafter  be  introduced  into  the  said  Tarritoiy, 
echennse  than  for  the  punishment  of  erimee»  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted." 

Mr.  Mbaoee,  after  earnestly,  and  at  some  length, 
supporting  his  views  on  this  subject,  moved  to 
amend  the  proposed  ao&endment,  by  adding  there- 
to the  following  proviso : 

^Ptmridtd^  That  nothing  herein  shell  dhwst  the  in- 
habita&ts  of  Aikaasssof  their  rights  of  property  in  the 
slaves  which  they  now  hold,  or  the  natural  incroase 


disrain,  and  held  Acre  Ibr  a  period  not  exoeedSng  ni« 
mondis.'' 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  &  diri;- 
ion ;  and, 

The  question  being  then  taken  oa  Mr.  Tat- 
lob's  amendment,  was  determined  in  Che  nc|i- 
tive— yeas  86,  nays  90^  as  follows: 

YBAa— Messw.  Adams,  ABen,  Andswosi,  ofP^  ^ 
her  of  Ohio»  Bat—an,  Bennott,  Bodsn,  Bo—,  Cfa«ei, , 
Comstock,  Crafts,  Cnshssaa,  Dadingten,  I>ffnka,  £ft 
coCt,  Folger,  Fallen  G«gi^  Gtlbertp  Haia,  HnnwlM. 
awsie,  Hadvonck,  HendMcks,  Hsrkiaaer,  Baa^ 
Holster,  Hitchcock,  Hopkinson,  Hostettar,  B^bbnd^ 
Honter,  Huntington,  ming  of  New  Torl^  Kiitlaiil, 
Lawyer,  Linc<to,  Linn,  Livexmore,  W.  Madaj,  W. 
P.  Maelay,  Mardisnd,  Mason  of  Rhode  bland,  MeniL 
Mills,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel  Moore,  Mortoo*  Xoacfaf . 
Murray,  Jer.  Nelson,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Pattenes, 
Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Rich,  RIdiaids,  Rogcn,  Ssi- 
gles,  Sempeon,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scadder,  Se^gcui 
Seybert,  Sherwood,  SiUbee,  Southard,  Spencer,  TiC- 
madge,  Tair,  Taylor,  Teny,  TompUas,  Tovmffai 
Upham,  Waflaes^  Wendovar,  Weeleilo,  Whiiniih 
Wilkia,  WilUams  of  OenneetiBut,  WiOiaaia  of  Kcv 
Tori[,and  Wilson  efPesMylvania. 


Nats— Messn  Abbot,  Andenonof  Kentncky,  A«- 
tin,  Baldwin,  BaO,  Baibonr  of  Yitginia,  Basoett,  Bav- 
ley,  Beeeher,  Bloemfidd,  Bhwnl,  Byisn,  BorwdL 
Boiler  of  Louariana,  CmibMI,  Cobb,  Cabcsn,  CkiiL 
Ciawlbedv  Crafw,  Catties^,  Oavidssn,  ]Mha,«aih. 
JBdwardsb  Ervin  of  Booth  CJawilias,  FidMr,  Pbvi 
Gamatt,  HaB  of  North  CaroioMi,  Harrison,  Hofg, 
Holmes,  Johnaon  of  Viiginia,  Johnaon  of  Komtad;^ 
Jones,  Kinaey,  Lewie,  LitHe,  Lowndes,  McLaac  if 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Mur,  Mnn 
of  Msaiachosetls,  Mercer,  Middleton,  Hogh  Notan, 
Thomas  M.  Ndaon,  NcsbiCt,  Nei^  Newton,  Ogto 
Owen,  Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pteoaua. 
Poindezter,  Porter,  Qoailes,  Reed  of  MaiyUnd,  ficti 
of  Geofgia,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Settk 
Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocnmb,  Samuel  Smith,  Bal.  Saith. 
Alexander  Smith,  J.S.  Smith,  Speed,  Stewart  of  !<f«tk 
Carolina,  Stons,  Sirother,  Stuart  of  MuTland,  Tend, 
Trimble,  Tudcer  of  Virginia,  Tu^er  of  Soath  Cc^ 
olina,  Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  tf 
Kenlucfcy,  Whitaun,  and  WiDiame  of  North  Ci> 


Mr.  Taylor  then,  after  stating  that  he  thought 
it  important  that  some  line  should  be  designated 
beyond  which  slaverjr  should  not  b%  permitted 
dkc.,  moved  the  following  amendmcQt  aic  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  bill : 


thereof;  nor  to  entitle  to  his  freedom  any  slave  euiisd 


'*  That  neither  elaveqr  nor  iavolnalaiy  ^^ 

shall  hereafter  be  introducsd  into  any  aartef  tbs  T«- 
ritories  of  the  United  States^  lying  normof  M  degisee 
and  30  minutes  of  north  ladtode." 

Mr.  LivaBMOEB  conceived  thia  proposition  to 
be  made  in  the  true  apirit  of  compromise,  which 
ought  to  be  met,  bot  suggeeted  a  different  line. 

Mr.  Rbba  opposed  this  amendment,  and  spoke 
against  any  amendment  or  restriction  of  the  sort 
as  unconstitutional,  and  ineooaistent  with  the 
treaty  with  France,  which  transferved  to  qs  the 
territory  west  of  the  Misaiasippi. 

Mr.  OoLB  waaagalnat  the  amendment,  becansc 
opposed  to  any  compromiaa  by  which  slavery  in 
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any  of  the  Terrltoties  should  be  reec^iaed  or 
saaetioned  by  Coosress* 

Mr.  STBOTHra  choogbt  k  wodld  be  better  to 
witfadrnw  tbe  amendmetit,  and  bring  foiirard  the 
principle  id  a  separate  bill,  and  argued  in  sopport 
of  his  viev  of  tlie  qnestion. 

Mr.  Haxriboh  assented  to  the  expediency  of 
esiablishifig  some  snch  line  of  discrimination ; 
bat,  for  reesom  which  he  explained  at  lirge,  pro^ 
posed  a  dtftreot  one,  by  way  of  amendoaent  to 
the  amendment,  as  follows : 

"  That  all  that  part  of  the  present  Territory  of  Mis- 
■mori,  lying  north  of  a  line  to  be  ran  due  west  from 
the  month  of  the  river  Des  Moines  to  the  territorial 
bonndsryof  the  Uniled  Btatea,  riiall  fonn  apart  of  tfie 
Territory  of  Midiigan ;  and  the  laws  now  in  fbrce  in 
the  Mid  Teititoiy  as  well  as  Ae  ordauaieo  of  Con- 
greaa  piohihiting  slavery  or  iatolantaiy  senitade  in 
odd  Tmitonr  of  Miehifaa,  shaU  be  in  Ibiee  in  thai 
pan  or  tba  dUsaoBri  Temteiy  tying  north  of  tiw  aaid 
line." 


lir.  BABBont,  of  Viigiaia,  was  opposed  to  Mr 
Tatloe's  amendment,  and  to  mil  others  of  a  aim* 
ilar  ebaraeter ;  mndapoke  with  moch  earnestness 
agninst  tbe  proposition  nl  some  length,  as  partial 
and  intxpeaieat;  aigoing  that,  if  the  principle 
wns  wrong  in  itself  (and  the  ^nestion  bad  been 
dtBcossod  on  principle  alone,)  it  ought  not  to  be 
withheld  from  one  part  of  the  Ternlory  and  ap- 
plied to  anotber ;  that  it  wns  legtsdating  partially, 
by  appifiag  «  iale  to  one  poruoa  nnd  a  different 
roie  lo  ttBOthcr  portion  of  eittzene  hnring  equal 
righu  nnd  pteeed  nnder  similnr  eirenmstances. 
If  tbe  rnln  wns  wrong  at  the  36tl|  degree  of  lati- 
iode,  it  wne  eqwUy  so  at  the  40th.  He  aVs^ned 
that  it  wns  ns  impoUtie  as  it  was  nnjnst  to  draw 
thda  line;  it  waa  proper  to  let  a  fntnre  Congress 
net  on  it,  as  shonld  then  appear  expedient  $  and 
tbis  opioion,  as  well  as  others  which  he  advanced, 
he  naainiaiaied  at  some  length. 

Mr,  Awnnnnon,  of  Kentucky,  gnre  the  amend- 
naent  bin  nnqonlified  dtaapprobation.  It  was  no 
eomiwoBiise— *lu  friends  asked  eterything  and 
gnre  notbing^whnt  they  got  now  was  insured 
to  tfacok  and  what  they  conceded  now  would 
DOC  be  biadtng  on  n  Ibtafe  Conffreas^  and  the 
snoie.  piiaetple  might  be  extended  by  hereafte/ 
ittacrtngk  in  the  conaUtotlon  of  Arkansas  when 
it  sfaoaM  become  a  Stale.  Furthermore,  the 
pritteiple  was  eontmry  to  tbe  Treaty  of  Cession 
wttJs  Fmnee^nnd  he  eonid  not  agree  to  any  com- 
proaniae^  ofen  if  it  were  lairly  pfoposed ;  all  of 
wbic6  ricwi  be  strennously  enforced. 

Mr.  LrvMHOBn  replied,  and  argued  at  length 
lo  ahow  tbnt  the  eompromise  Was  fair  and  liberal ; 
also  that  the  Treaty  of  Cession  could  not  bind 
Coog:Teaa  io  this  ease,  aa  it  was  out  of  the  power 
of  tbe  CkiTemment  to  admiriSnites  into  the 
UoH>D  by  treaty;  that  tbe  Territory  was  pur- 
fbnisp^,  nnd  it  was  now  eompeteot  for  the  Qot- 
cmmeat  to  diepoee  of  it  In  anv  manner  whatso- 
erer,  eicber  to  seU  it,  recede,  oe. 

Mr.  SflOOBsn  followed  in  n  speech  of  near  ah 
hoif  io  lenxth,  entering  into  an  inquiry  into 
tba  wlkolo  satgeet  presented  by  the  Turious  pro- 
brougbt  wrwnfd. 
15lh  CoH.  iid  Sbss.— 41 


Mr.  Cobb  rose  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  a  de- 
bate, which  he  said  was  disagreeable  to  one  part 
of  the  House,  however  agreeable  it  might  be  to 
the  other ;  and  the  end  of  which,  if  unchecked, 
could  not  be  seen,  as  it  was  impossible  to  foretell 
what  number  of  amendments  mr^ht  be  presented. 
He  therefore  called  for  the  pretnotie  quegtion^  to 
obtain  at  once  a  decision  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  refused  by  the 
House — ayes  67,  noes  74 ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor,  having  stated  that  he  perceived 
from  the  debate^  as  well  as  from  conversation, 
that  it  was  not  probable  any  line  would  be  a|^eeo 
on  by  the  House,  or  an^r  compromise  of  opinion 
be  efreciedy  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 


SATunoAT,  February  20. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rees  Hill,''  re- 
Sorted  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
ill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
to  which  is  committed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Claims,  made  at  the  last  session,  on 
the  case  of  Mary  Sears  and  William  B.  Stokes. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  Committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures  as 
relate  to  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  de- 
tailed teport,  accompanied  with  sundry  docu- 
ments and  statements,  which  were  received; 
when  Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill,  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment," passed  the  §Oth  of  April,  1810; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  nassenser  ships 
and  vessels,"  made  a  report  on  the  said  amend- 
ments; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

l^r.  JoBNBON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the 
Ktition  of  Ruth  Reed ;  which  was  read ;  when 
r.  J.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
William  Reed,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoBRsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Wilson;*'  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plbasants  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  vessels  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  shall  hereafter  be 
named;  [directing  that  all  public  vessels  now 
building  or  to  be  built,  shall  be  named  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
President,  accotding  to  the  following  rul^  vix : 
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Ships  of  the  first  class  to  be  called  after  the  States 
of  the  Union;  those  of  the  second  class,  after 
the  Rivers  of  the  United  States^  and  those  of  the 
third  class,  after  the  principal  Cities  and  Towns ; 
taking  care  that  no  two  vessels  in  the  Navy  bear 
the  same  name.] 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  ensrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  ^o  the  acts 
concerning  the  coasting  trade ;  and  the  amend- 
ments to  which  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  establishing  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  Arkansas  Territory  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  motion  to  repeal 
the  charter  of  the  bank  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  PindallJ  who 
bad  last  addressed  the  Committee,  had  discussed 
the  policy  of  the  law  which  chartered  the  bank, 
the  motives  of  Congress  in  passing  it,  and  those 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  the  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 
He  would  not  enter  into  these  topics.  The  sub- 
ject was  large  enough,  without  digression,  to 
occupy  their  whole  attention  for  the  time  which 
it  would  be  reasonable  to  appropriate  to  this  de- 
bate. If  the  reputation  of  the  fourteenth  Con- 
gresS|  or  of  the  late  Administration,  could  be 
impaired  by  observations  or  circumstances  like 
those  which  had  been  adduced,  he  would  say  of 
both,  that  tbejr  were  not  worth  defending.  In 
the  coarse  of  his  remarks,  indeed,  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  he  might  advert  to  facts  which 
would  repel  the  coaclusiona  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  but  be  would  not  deviate  from  the 
atrict  line  of  his  argument,  to  engage  in  so  useless 
a  controversy. 

The  committee,  of  which  he  bad  had  the  honor  to 
be  a  member,  had  expressed  an  opiniooi  in  respect 
to  the  first  o[jerations  of  the  bank,  correct  enough, 
perhaps,  in  its  general  principle,  but  erroneous, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  in  iu  application.  They 
say,  *^  that  the  bank  could  have  proceeded  grsd- 
'  nally,  growing  with  the  growth,  and  strengih- 
'  ening  with  tne  strength  of  the  nation,  as  it 
'  emerged  from  the  evils  of  the  flood  of  paper 
'  issued  from  the  local  institutions.  The  bank 
^  could  have  felt  its  way,  and  increased  its  means 
'  with  the  increasing  demands  of  the  country. 
'  Such  a  cautious  proceeding  would  have  enabled 
^  it  to  render  invaluable  service  in  checking  the 
'  issue  of  State  banks,  and  bringing  them  to  the 

*  alternative  of  avowed  bankruptcy  or  to  the  per- 

*  manent  resumption  of  specie  payments."  He 
was  not  disposed  to  deny,  that,  while  a  discredited 
currency  was  circulated  through  the  country, 
while  theexcessHre  issues  of  bank  paper  (of  which 
the  war  had  been  the  cauae  or  the  apology)  con- 


tinued to  resist  the  introduction  of  r«il  money, 
the  committee  were  right  in  supposing  that  it 
was  the  interest  of  |be  National  Bank  to  com- 
mence its  operations  slowly,  or  to  postpone  them. 
It  was  its  interest  to  leave  it  to  the  Groverament 
to  fight  the  battles  against  depreciation,  aod  to 
come  in  afterwards  as  a  partaker  of  the  victory. 
Even  after  the  20th  February,  1817,  the  bank 
might  have  pursued  the  cautious  policy  of  with- 
holding its  accommodations  from  the  Qoverame&t 
and  the  people,  until  the  reduction  of  other  paper 
had  made  its  issues  necessary  and  safe.    It  mihx 
have  preferred  its  interest  to  its  duty.     The 
State  banks,  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  Congress,  which  demanded  from  them 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  roast  have 
lost  their  credit  with  the  community.    The  Gov- 
ernment, indeed,  might  have  been  embarrassed, 
the  public  debtors  dtsuessed,  and  the  State  insti* 
tutioos  hare  been  brought  *'  to  the  akeraative  of 
avowed  bankruptcy,"  but  these  competitors  for 
public  favor  ana  employment  would  hare  been 
removed,  and  the  National  Bank  would  have 
entered  into  the  fall  eojoyokeot  of  the  monopoly 
which  the  rain  of  twerj  other  institution  would 
have  prepared.  This  might  have  been  iU  interest. 
But  there  were  other  interesU  to  be  consalted^ 
those  of  the  Government  and  the  people.    The 
bank  had  not  been  established  for  the  parpose  of 
givinj^  to  itsstockholdets  the  harvest  which  each 
a  policy  might  provide.    It  was  the  iostrument 
by  whose  use  he  hoped  to  secure  the  resumptioa 
of  specie  pay  Beats— eonstrocted,  not  for  its  ewn 
sake,  but  for  ours.    The  act  of  the  Legislature 
and  the  procee8iBg:s  of  the  Treaaury  Departmeot 
would  show  how  incompatible  with  the  objects 
of  its  institution  would  have  been  that  poatpooe* 
ment  of  its  operations,  or  that  gradual  oommeBce* 
ment  of  them,  whicn  was  reeommeodod  now, 
when  the  difficulties  of  the  time  were  fcnrgotteii. 
The  fourteenth  Congress  wasaware  that  a  narrow 
view  of  its  exclusive  interest  might  induce  the 
National  Bank  to  adopt  the  policy  which  tbi 
committee  had  described*    The  act  which  thc|' 
passed  provided  that,  as  soon  as  the  aoaooat  i| 
the  first  sobecription  (1(8,400,000)  should  be 
ceived,  the  bank  should  thenceforth  emameni 
and  continue  its  operations.    The  twenty •^ecoi 
section  reserved  to  Congress  the  power,  if 
should  not  go  into  operation  before  the  first  Mc 
day  in  April,  (at  which  time  the  third  iostalm« 
was  not  due,)  to  declare  its  charter  void.    Tl 
was  the  meakure  of  the  Legislature  to  aecure 
early  operation  of  the  bank.    Those  of  the  Ti 
f>uty  DepMirtment  were  in  entire  consonance  wl 
its  principle. 

He  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  th^  House  wl 
he  read  some  extracts  from  two  letters  of 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    In  a  letter  to 
commissioners  for  receiving  subaeriptioDs,  (dt, 
August  16,  1816,)  the  Secretary  says,  *<  It  is^ 

*  deed,  of  high  importance  to  the  people,  as 

*  as  to  the  Qoveroment.  that  the  Bank  of 
^  United  Stares  should  be  in  an  orgaoized 

*  active  state  before  the  20ih  of  February  m 

*  when  the  paper  of  the  ^ute  banks  whicii 
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'    '  not  returned  to  metallic  paymeots  mast  be  re- 
'  jected."    Again :— "  It  is  oelieyed  that  the  Bank 

:    '  of  the  United  States  may  be  io  operation  before 

'•   ^  the  first  day  of  JannarT  next,"  (Wore  the  re- 

;   ceipt  of  the  second  instalment.) 

Mr.  Crawford  (who,  after  the  date  of  the  last 
letter,  had  soeceeded  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasory)  writes,  on  the  29th  of  Norember, 
1816,  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  that  '*  if  the 

*  Stace  hanks  do  not  make  a  simultaneous  effort, 
'  i{  is  manifest  that,  without  their  co-operation, 
^  a  national  currency,  equal  to  the  indispensable 
'  demands  of  the  community,  cannot  be  obtained 
'  by  the  20th  of  February  next.'*  He  asks  whe- 
ther "  it  is  possible  for  the  bank  to  supply  the 
'  demand  of  the  commercial  cities  which  thecol- 
'  lection  of  tke  revenue  arising  from*  imports  and 

*  tonnnga  will  create  in  the  interval  between  the 
'  20th  of  February  and  the  1st  of  July."  He 
suggests  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  *'a 
Government  paper  of  some  description"  in  that 
interval,  but  adds,  that  '*it  is  most  ardentljr  de- 
'  sired  by  the  Government,  that  the  necessity  of 

*  resorting  to  the  issue  of  Gvovernment  paper  may 

*  be  avoided  by  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
^  by  the  State  banks,  on  or  before  the  20th  of 

*  February." 

The  first  object  which  the  Government  expected 

to  be  attained  by  the  National  Bank,  was  that 

of  throwing  into  general  circulation,  by  the  20th 

of  Febroa/f ,  an  amount  of  notes  sufficient  to 

enable  the  public  debtors  to  comply  with  their 

engagements.    When  it  appeared  impracticable 

that  the  amount  or  dispersion  of  these  notes  should 

provide  for  the  object*  the  next  resource  was  to 

gire  to  those  of  the  State  banks  a  credit  which 

should  enable  the  Treasury  to  receive  them  under 

the  resolution  of  Concress.    These  banks  had 

refased  every  proposal  for  the  resumption  of 

specie  jiayments.    He  would  not  say  they  were 

oowiiliog,  biu  they  were  afraid  to  adopt  thtfm. 

The  remonstraacea  and  encouragement  of  the 

Gk>Teraaient  were  nnavailiog.    It  was  then  that 

the  NaiiouJ  Bank,  certainly  not  in  the  spirit  of 

narrow  jealousy,  entered  into  that  compact  with 

the  State  banks  which  had.  been  referred  to  by 

the  sentlaman  from  Virginia.    It  was  impossible 

to  do  jiMiee  to  the  conduct  of  the  National  B^nk, 

at  ieaat  lar  the  first  year  of  its  operations,  without 

at  tending  to  the  new  obligations  in.  which  this 

compact  involved  them.    Proposed  by  the  fixe- 

CO  (ire  Government,  and  sanctioned  by  it — ^re- 

qoired  by  the  iatercsu  of  the  people,  and  necessary 

to  the  credit  of  the  local  institutions,  there  could 

be  no    other  objaction  to  the  act  than  that  it 

accorded  better  with  the  publiciaifiiastthan  with 

that  of  the  stockholders.  Under  this  compact, 

the  bank  became  bound  to  discount  six  millions 

iexelosiTe  of  revenue  bonds)  before  the  20th 
Lprily  and  to  sustain,  with  its  unbroken  credit 
and  itm  whole  capital,  every  baok  which  joined 
la  the  Jirra^ement.  The  efi*eot  of  this  compact 
was  not  only  to  force  the  baok  into  earlier  opera- 
ioa  than  a  selfish  policy  might  have  recom- 
flieaded,  bot  to  oblige  it  to  renounce  the  resource 
whkh  the  State  bMks  might  have  afforded  for 


the  supply  of  specie.  South  of  New  England 
there  was  no  specie  in  circulation.  The  National 
Bank  had  engaged  to  support  the  credit  of  the 
State  banks,  a^d,  if  it  produced  a  demand  of  their 
specie,  it  was  bound  to  aid  them  by  the  loan  of 
its  own.  He  made  these  observations  very  much 
with  a  view  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  affi>rd- 
ing  facilities  for  the  payment  of  the  instalments 
upon  its  stpck.  But  he  did  not  mean  yet  to  en-> 
gage  upon  that  topic.  A  necessary  consequence 
of  this  compact,  the  committee  would  ^ee  to 
have  been,  that,  if  a  larf^e  amount  of  specie  was 
necessary  to  the  operations  of  the  bank,  it  could 
be  obtained  only  from  foreign  countries.  Its 
importation  might  have  been  trusted  to  the  grad- 
ual contributions  of  trade,  and  he  believed  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  been  so.  But 
the  error  of  judgment,  if  it  was  one,  which  con- 
sisted in  the  bank's  importinf^  specie  from  abroad, 
had  no  character  of  bad  faith.  Perhaps  it  was 
uonecessary.  If  it  were  necessary,  it  resulted 
exclusively  from  a  compact  which  interdicted  all 
reliance  upon  the  sgjecie  of  the  Sute  banks. 

If  the  committee,  then,  should  determine  that 
the  early  operation  of  the  bank,  and  its  importa- 
tions of  silver,  were  both  of  them  injudicious**' 
at  least  they  would  say  that  neither  waseriminaL 
Perhaps  the  effect  of  both  was  injurious  to  the 
stockholder ;  the  cbuntry  had  no  n^h\  to  com- 
plain of  them.  But  the  second  article  of  the 
compact  had  drawn  down  the  severe  animadvert 
sions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr*  Pin- 
OALL.)  He  had  considered  it  as  obliging  the 
State  banks  to  pay  interest  for  public  balances 
transferred  from  them  to  the  National  Bank,  al- 
though the  National  Bank  had  not  underuken  to 
pay  these  balances  to  the  Qovernment  in  its  own 
notes  or  specie.  In  other  words,  he  had  supposed 
that  the  National  Bank  received  interest  from  the 
Sute  banks  on  what  had  been  called  the  special 
deposites  of  the  Qovernment.  He  had  admitted 
it  to  be  fairaod  right  that  the  bank  should  receive 
interest  on  all  balances  transferred  to  it,  for  which 
it  gave  a  general  credit,  and  which  might  at  any 
moment  m  drawn  from  it  in  coin.  Now,  Mr.  L« 
said  he  did  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that  these  were 
the  only  balances  on  which  interaat  had  been  re- 
ceived or  claimed.  There  was  in  the  sentence 
which  had  been  read  a  little  ambiguity,  (which 
would  have  been  avoided  by  iatrodocing  the  pa- 
renthesis Ufore  the  five  words  which  now  pre- 
ceded it,)  but  this  error  in  style  was  no  serioua 
crime ;  and  the  meaning  of  a  compact,  which 
had  been  carried  into  effect  without  objection  by 
either  party,  was  be.'^t  ascertained  bjr  its  execution. 

Among  the  errors  of  the  bank,  in  its  first  oj[»- 
rations,  one  of  the  greatest,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
had  not  been  censured  by*  the  committee.  Ha 
alluded  to  the  attempt  to  pay  the  notes  of  the 
hank  and  its  branches  at  any  office  at  which  they 
should  be  presented.  The  committee  had  said  that 
**  the  relinquishment  of  this  attempt  was  involun- 
tary and  reluctant ;"  but  the  attempt  iueif,  though 
directed  to  the  promotion  of  the  public  conve- 
nience, and  urged  by  the  public  wish,  had  produ- 
ced so  much  embarrassment  and  injury,  that  any 
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ezposiCMii  of  the  eondaeC  of  the  bank  must  be  ) 
rery  defectire  in  which  the  effects  of  this  injadi- 
cious  scheme  were  omitted.  He  hoped  not  to  be 
suspected  of  enlarfl^nf  npon  this  sobjeet  for  the 
porpoie  of  supportieg  a  fsTorite  theory.  Its  ex- 
aminatioii  was  necessary,  because  it  had  prodaced 
much  of  the  mischief  which  had  been  attributed 
to  other  causes.  He  should  not  hare  to  argue 
.'  that  the  bank  was  not  bound  to  pay  its  notes  in- 
j  discriminately  at  ail  its  offices.  He  beliered  that 
\  nobody  now  contended  that  it  was.  He  should 
not  inquire  how  far  it  could  be  practicable  so  to 
pay  them.  His  proposition  was,  that  the  attempt, 
while  the  situation  of  the  country  made  it  practi- 
cable, would  cTcn  then  be  embarrassing  and  in- 
jurious. 

In  every  system  of  bank  circulation,  the  regu- 
lation of  the  amount  of  discounts  and  issues  is  a 
point  of  the  utmost  importance.    In  banks  which 
redeem  their  paper  by  specie,  the  restraint  upon 
excessive  issues  consists  in  tbis,  that  the  super- 
fluous paper  is  thrown  back  upon  the  bank  and 
its  specie  withdrawn.    The  directors  of  a  bank, 
with  very  little  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
circulation,  and  little  information  as  to  the  cur- 
rency of  other  Btates,  are  in  this  way  controlled 
in  all  their  operations,  by  a  principle  which  pro- 
portions the  circulating  money  of  the  country  to 
Its  real  business.    He  did  not  mean  to  inquire 
whether  other  or  better  rei^ulations  of  the  smouot 
of  paper  in  circulation  might  be  adopted.    We 
had  no  other.    But  how  were  the  discounts  of  a 
branch  bank  restrained,  under  the  system  which 
\  provided  that  the  notes  which  it  issued  should  be 
^  redeemed  at  everv  office  throughout  the  United 
Smies?    If  the  balai»ce  of  exchange  were  unfa- 
ifOfuble,  (and  a  profuse  discount  might  at  any 
time  make  it  so,)  it  would  be  the  interest  of  every 
man  who  got  possession  of  a  branch  note  to  send 
it  to  a  State  where  the  exchange  was  high.    A 
bank  note  is  an  order  for  the  payment  of  money ; 
and  if  the  holder  has  the  option  of  drawing  this 
money  at  different  places,  he  will  draw  it  there 
where  money  is  most  valuable.    If  the  discounts 
\   of  Lexington  were  larger  than  the  business  of 
1   the  pisfee  required,  and  the  notes  which  were 
issued  there  were  redeemable  nowhere  else,  the 
bank  at  that  place  would  imnsediately  discover 
its  error  by  the  drafts  upon  Its  specie,  and  its  dis- 
!  counts  would  be  accordingly  contracted.    But  if 
the  notes  of  the  Lexington  branch  are  payable  at 
New  York,  however  profuse  may  be  its  discounts, 
the  directors  themselves  dii^cover,  within  the  lim- 
its of  their  observation,  no  inconvenience  from 
their  liberality.    They  have  lent  only  to  those 
whose  possessions  are  sufficient  to  secure  the  pay- 
Bent  of  their  debts,  the  specie  In  their  vaults  re^ 
mains  untouched,  ancf  the  income  of  the  institu- 
tion is  increased  by  ibe  larse  amount  of  their 
loans.    In  New  York,  indeed,  if  we  suppose  the 
exchange  to  be  in  favor  uf  that  place,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  syatf  m  is  quite  different.  There,  how- 
ever prudent  may  be  the  bank  in  limiting  the 
amount  of  its  discounts,  the  increasing  demands 
of  the  holders  of  Lexington  paper  exhaust  its 
nsourees,  and  force  a  still  Airther  reduction  of 


its  discounts.  Wherever  the  state  of  exchange 
is  unfavoraMe,  wherever  the  Just  principles  of 
banking  require  a  reduction  or  discounts,  there, 
under  this  system  of  indiscriminate  payment  of 
its  notes,  the  bank  has  no(hinff  to  tear  from  a 
draft  of  specie,  and  is  encouraged  to  lend  to  eveij 
applicant,  wherever  the  state  of  exchange  is 
favorable,  and  on  the  sound  principles  of  banking 
an  enlarged  accommodation  mignt  be  given  to 
the  community,  there  the  flow  of  notes,  from 
every  Sate  whose  exchange  is  unfavorable,  con- 
tracts or  suspends  all  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
Thus,  wherever  discounts  should  be  enlarged, 
the  tendency  of  this  system  is  to  reduce  them, 
and  to  enlarge  them  wherever  they  should  be 
reduced. 

It  may  imfeed  be  said,  that  the  directors  of  s 
branch  Imnk,  where  the  exchanffe  is  unfavorable, 
may  contract  their  discounts,  although  no  specie 
is  drawn  from  them,  because  they  well  know 
that  they  might  otherwise  produce  a  pressure 
upon  distant  ranks.  This  is  to  suppose  that  cal- 
culation of  inconveniences  to  a  distant  branch 
will  produce  the  same  result  which  the  sense  of 
them,  in  their  own  bank,  would  produce.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  parent  board,  at  least,  will  dis- 
cover and  correct  the  error,  and  that  when  the 
excessive  issues  of  one  branch  have  forced  those 
of  other  States  to  redeem  their  notes,  the  eonctol- 
ling  board  will  direct  a  transmission  of  specie  from 
the  debtor  bank  which  will  restore*  the  balance. 
And  all  this  the  parent  board  will  attempt  to  do. 
They  will  endeavor  to  remedv  the  irregularities 
which  a  better  system  would  nave  avoided ;  they 
will  direct,  as  the  directors  at  Philadelphia  hare 
continually  done,  what  the  amount  of  discounu 
for  their  distant  branches  shall  be— their  orders 
will  often  be  injudicious,  and  ofteoer  IneffiKtad. 
It  was  no  unfair  account  of  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  of  which  he  was  speaking,  to 
say,  that  it  gave  to  the  branches,  where  the  ex- 
change was  unfavorable,  the  entire  disposition  of 
the  specie  of  those  branches  where  the  exchange 
was  favorable.  Upwards  of  six  millions  of  spe- 
cie have  been  sent  to  the  branch  of  New  York, 
besides  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  by  thi 
subscribers  of  the  bank  there;  but,  in  issuing 
notes,  which  the  bank  of  New  York  has  been 
obliged  to  redeem,  every  branch  throughout  the 
country  has  drawn  upon  a  fund,  with  whose  coo- 
dition,  at  the  time,  it  could  not  be  acquainted,     i 

Such  a  system  might  be  expected  to  product 
inconvenient  changes  in  the  distribution  of  bai '' 
capital,  an  extreme  facility  in  obtaining  loans 
one  time,  and  unexpected  contractions  of  dii 
count  at  another.    But  it  had  been  eight< 
months  in  operation,  and  if  his  views  were  at 
correct,  the  experience  of  the  bank  most  exei 
plifVand  prove  them. 

The  embarrsssing  efiect  of  the  system  was 
veloped  in  Boston,  as  early  as  March  17th,  ai 
in  less  than  three  months  after,  in  New  Yorl 
but  he  had  not  time  to  trace  its  history.  An  ei 
tract  from  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the  Be 
ton  branch  (March  19, 1818)  to  the  presidei 
Mr.  Jones)  would  confirm  some  of  the  obsei 
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tioof  wUeh  ke  ktd  made :  ^  When  the  Stete 
'  faanki  were  diieouatiog  here,  thoagh  not  largely, 

*  this  bank  eaUcd  in,  from  its  debton,  but  thirty 
'  per  cent,  rcgolarly ;  this  plaeed  them  in  a  better 
'  state  I  by  rsoaciag  their  sums  discounted,  coa- 

*  siderably,  tlMY  acquired  a  balance  against  the 
'  other  baoks ;  bot  this  only  induced  a  call  from 
'  the  Bute  \mks  on  their  debtors ;  the  result  is 
'  that,  as  they  operate  upon' their  whole  system, 
'  they  haTc  a  remedy.    Bat  this  branch  has  the 

*  mass  of  paper  thrown  out  at  an  opposite  ez- 
'  treme  to  provide  for,  which  it  cannot,  in  any 
'  case.  haTe  the  wished  for  information.  On  Hon* 

*  day  last  the  bank  made  no  discount  to  be  men- 

*  tioned,  nor  had  they  so  ^kme  for  many  weeks 

<  previous.  They  had  a  balance  of  $93,000 
^  against  the  other  banks  in  town,  and  in  specie 

<  about  993,000.    Tuesday  took  from  them  about 

<  $30,000  and  Wednesday  about  $50,000,  and  it 
'  followed  that,  as  a  great  proportion  of  this  is  in 

*  Southern  bills,  produced  by  the  scarcity  of  mo- 
'  ney  here,  this  must  produce  a  demand  which 
'  the  specie  of  the  bank,  and  its  balance  against 

*  all  the  other  banks  in  the  town  would  not  half 

*  discharge." 

The  effect  of  the  system  of  |iaying  the  notes 
of  the  branches  erery where;  in  reducing  dis« 
coiiata  where  the  exchange  is  favorable,  and  en- 
lArging  them  where  it  is  adverse,  is  exemplified 
bj  a  eomnarison  berweeo  the  discounu  or  New 
York,  and  these  of  Kentucky  aad  Ohio.  In  No- 
Tcmber.  181&  the  diseoonts  in  New  York  were 
$1,686,874;  thoM  in  Kentucky,  $3,291,450;  and 
tjiase  in  Ohio,  $3,383,790;  including,  in  the  two 
last  States^  the  debts  which  were  due  from  banks 
which  paid  interest  for  them.  Thus,  the  two 
a^eultural  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  have 
dtaeoimtsfrom  the  National  Bank  to  the  amount 
of  mora  than  six  millions  and  a  half,  or  exdudioff 
aCoeJi  notes  from  the  calculation,  about  one-fourth 
of  aJl  the  discounu  made  by  the  Imnk  through- 
out the  United  States. 

It  could  not  be  necessarv  to  enlarge  upon  the 
ebjeetioos  to  this  unequal  distribution  of  the 
capital  of  the  National  bank.    But  a  notion  has 
pteTsiled,  that,  in  respect  to  the  Western  States, 
the  eaaiial  employed  there  ^has  been  only  that 
which  has  been  funushed  by  the  deposites  of  the 
Qortmmmu    He  regretted  that  the  directors  of 
the  Ifatioaal  Bank,  who  had  had  it  fully  in  their 
power  to  remove  this  prejudice,  had  hitherto  ne- 
mleeted  to  do  so.    Mr.  L.  read  many  extracts 
ffom   the  report  of  a  committee,  lately  made  to 
the  HiMse  of  Represeatatires  of  the  State  of 
Ohio^  la  all  of  which,  the  assertion  was  made 
tnat  the  NationalBankJiad  carried  no  capital  to 
the   State,  but  had  been  supported  prineipally, 
and  almost  entirely,  by  the  deposites  of  the  Gbv- 
ernmcac    Very  different  was  the  fact.    He  had 
oa  his  table  a  calculation  (deduced  from  state- 
ments contained  among  the  documents  which 
bad   been  published)  by  which  he  endeavored  to 
lafer  the  amount  of  drafts  and  notes  frpm  the 
^ees  o€  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  which  had  been 
piid  in  the  Atiaattc  cities,  beyond  the  amount 
which  thoee  office  had  paid  on  Atlantic  drafts. 


This  amount,  he  was  confident,  exceeded  five 
millions  and  a  half.  He  would  be  glad  if  any 
gentleman  disposed  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
would  examine  the  paper.  But  no  specie,  it  is 
said,  was  carried  to  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  If  the 
braiiches  in  those  States  had  wagoned  five  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars  across  the  mountains,  and 
then  lent  them  to  individuals,  who  had  sent  them 
out  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  merchandise, 
or  the  payment  of  debts,  it  would  be  admitted 
that  a  capital  to  that  amount  could  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Western  country.  The  bank 
did  not  do  this.  Instead  of  carrying  the  specie 
to  Ohio  and  there  lendiug  it,  the  specie  remained 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  citizens  of  Ohio 
obtained,  not  indeed  silver  in  the  first  instance, 
but  drafts  and  notes,  which  were  sent  to  the  At- 
lantic cities,  and  there  drew  out  silver.  If  it  had 
been  proposed  to  the  directors  at  Philadelphia,  at 
the  establishment  of  the  bank,  to  employ  this 
enormous  capital  in  the  Western  States,  the^ 
would  not  have  consented  that  a  fourth  of  it 
should  be  so  engaged.  But  the  unfortunate  svs- 
tem  which  he  had  eadeavored  to  explain  had  fed 
gradually,  aad  almost  without  observation,  to  a 
distribution  of  capital  which  otherwise  could  not 
have  been  granted,  nor  even  asked.  The  direct- 
ors of  the  western  branches  had  not  incurred  the 
imputation  of  speculation  or  of  collusion  with 
speculators;  the  amount  of  stock  pledged,  aad 
even  owned  there,  was  not  large,  aad  yet  it  was 
there  that  the  amount  of  discounts  was  most  ex- 
cessive. The  discounts  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
he  had  stated  as  amounting,  in  November,  to 
more  than  six  and  a  half  milTions ;  those  of  Bal- 
timore, at  the  same  time,  were  less  than  nine  and 
a  half  millions,  a  mucn  less  amount  than  the 
other,  comparing  the  business  of  the  two.  These 
western  discounts  were  the  greatest  impediment 
to  the  successful  administration  of  the  bank. 
One  of  the  most  important  duties  which  it  be- 
hooved the  directors  to  fulfil  was  that  of  making 
a  better  distribution  of  their  capital.    But  many 

Sears  must  elapse  before  the  discounts  of  the  two 
itates  which  he  had  mentioned  could  be  reduced 
within  their  proper  limits. 

He  had  just  received  a  copy  of  the  memorial 
of  delegates  from  the  banks  or  Ohio  to  the  Liegis- 
latttfe  of  that  State,  and  wss  glad  to  find  tMt 
thejr  began  to  understand  the  mischiefs  which 
the  indiscriminate  payment  of  the  National  Bank 
notes  was  calculated  to  produce  in  the  States 
whose  exchaMe  was  unfavorable.  [Mr.  L.  read 
a  paragraph  from  the  memorial  which  explains 
the  injury  which  that  practice  occasioned,  as  it 
supposes,  to  the  State  oi  Ohio.]  If  the  bank  had 
retused  payment  of  the  notes  of  its  branehes, 
from  the  commencement  of  its  operations,  the 
memorialists  insist  that  more  of  its  paper  would 
have  circulated  in  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  Committee  would  excuse  him  for  having  so 
long  dwelt  upon  a  topic  hardly  noticed  in  the 
report,  but  he  had  thought  it  important  to  show 
how  large  a  part  of  the  complaints  agsiust  the 
banks  resulted  from  a  practice  which  must  be 
considered  as  an  error,  not  a  fault,  which  had 
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been  entirel^r  abandooed  aad  which  it  wts  ex- 
tiemely  improbable  that  any  fotare  board  of 
directors  would  renew. 

Mr.  L.  next  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  whicli  eoademns  the 
arrangements  which  were  made  for  the  paymeat 
of  the  dividends  upon  bank  stock  in  England. 
The  committee  ''do  not  undertake  to  decide  how 
£u  it  was  objectionable  to  afibrd  Indocements  to 
foreigners  to  become  interested  in  oor  stock." 
''Bot,  thus  to  compel  American  stockholders, 
and  the  GovemmenL  to  contribate  to  the  possible 
loss  of  paying  the  dividends  to  those  abroad  ap- 
pears (tney  say)  to  be  anjost."  He  thought  that 
a  very  short  inquiry  would  lead  the  Committee 
whom  he  addressed  to  a  different  conclusion. 

The  arrangement  in  question  involved  two 
considerations.  Ought  the  National  Bank  to  deal 
in  exchange,  and  were  the  terms  on  which  it  sold 
bills  to  "  the  stockholder  abroad"  fair  and  advan- 
tageous? It  was  very  plain,  that,  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  foreign  stockholder,  by 
which  it  was  stipulated  to  make  the  payment  in 
Sngland  at  par,  sax  months  after  the  dividend 
was  declared,  was  substantially  to  sell  at  par  bills 

Cyable  six  months  after  date*  Ought  tncn  the 
nk  to  deal  in  exchange  ?  It  is  the  business  for 
which  the  charter  specificallv  provides ;  it  is  per- 
haps for  the  country  one  of  tne  most  useful  oper- 
atioiu  in  which  a  National  Bank  can  be  engaged 
— 4ts  appropriate  duty.  It  would  do  very  well, 
the  committee  seem  to  think,  if  it  were  not  for 
*^  the  possible  loss"  in  the  transaction.  And  in 
exchange  operations  there  is  certainljr  some  risk. 
In  the  case  of  the  bank,  the  sale  of  bills  implies 
the  purchase  of  them,  and  bills  may  be  protested. 
But  the  risk  of  the  transaction  was  as  cood  a 
reason  against  discounting  notes  as  purchasing 
bills.  lie  could  not  think,  then,  with  the  com- 
mittee,  ^  that  it  was  unjust  to  oblige  the  Ameri- 
can stockholder  to  contribute  to  the  possible 
loss,"  while  he  was  to  share  in  the  probable  gain 
''of  paying 4lividends  to  those  abroad." 

But  were  the  terms  unreasonable  ?  If  the  bank 
deals  in  exchange,  is  the  sale  at  par  of  its  bills, 
where  they  are  payable  six  months  after  date, 
or  four  months  after  sight,  a  sale  for  too  low  a 
price  ?  Let  an  examination  of  the  usual  state  of 
exchange  decide  the  question*  An  examination 
of  exchange,  since  the  bank  had  gone  into  oper- 
ation, might  be  objected  to  as  furnishing  no  fair 
criterion  of  the  prudence  of  the  measure.  Its 
state  might  have  been  accidentally  favorable. 
But  he  held  in  his'  hand  two  statements  of  the 
annual  gain  and  loss  by  exchange  in  the  payment 
of  our  debt  in  Europe ;  by  the  one  of  which  it 
api>eared  that  the  whole  gain,  after  deduetiog  oc- 
casional losses  in  remittances  for  the  Dutch  loans, 
from  1791  to  1809,  inclusive,  was  upwards  of 
two  hundred  aod  sixty  thousand  dollars;  and  by 
the  othen  that  the  gain,  after  the  same  deduc- 
tions, under  the  operations  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  FaQ^^  f^om  1802  to  1817,  inclu- 
sive, was  upwards  of  three  huodred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  average  price,  then,  which 
the  Government  had  paid  for  its  bills,  in  a  period 


of  twenty-«ix  years,  had  been  eoaaidermbly  bebt 
par.  If  the  bank  then  had  engaged  to  sell  bb 
at  par,  it  would  have  had  reason,  fami  the  czyi- 
rience  of  twentv-six  years,  to  think  that  ther 
rangement  would  be  a  prudent  one ;  bat,  upai 
fair  estimata  of  the  time  which  it  gainei  ^ 
price  must  be  considered  as  being  aboat  oae^ 
cent,  above  par. 

But  the  committee  suppose  "  that  tke  abUm 
mnuP  assigned  in  the  report  of  the  eoanaiitttt  (. 
the  bankj  against  the  measure  ^  sikoaJtf  bin 
prevented  iu  precipitate  adoption."  Mr.  L  mmH 
that  there  were  but  two  senteacea  io  the  rrport 
which  referred  at  all  to  this  sabjaet.  He  rai 
them,  and  asked  whether  the  intimatian  that  the 
existiag  unfaviirable  balaaceof  trade  alone  isit' 
enced  &e  ''committee  to  decline  the  anqosiiiei 
recommendation  of  such  an  agency"  aras  tauA- 
ered  as  furnishing  the  ^  able  reasons"  in  coste- 
nation  of  the  measure  ?  In  truth  there  wss  b: 
reasoning  in  the  report.  But  the  aathoritj  i 
the  committee  was  decidedly  favorable  to  tx 
general  propriety  of  the  measure  which  had  ben 
adopted. 

Among  the  objections  urged  by  the  commias 
(of  which  he  haif  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member, 
against  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  some  of  the  mosi 
serious  were  those  which  regarded  the  amMrst 
and  character  of  its  discounts.  He  coacurita 
with  some  of  the  views  of  the  committee  Ufa 
this  subject.  Ha  did  not  now  mcaa  to  speak  c 
discounts  given  to  enable  the  discounter  to  nf 
his  instalnttuu  upon  stock.  But,  without  roer 
ence  to  the  object  for  which  they  were  cmplofe^ 
the  discounts,  with  a  pledge  of  stock,  were,  nuy 
of  them,  aa  the  committee  had  stated,  '^cice- 
sive  in  amount."  While  a  pledge  of  stock  ii 
fairly  employed  as  a  mere  substitute  for  per«9L 
security,  he  would  not  say  that,  even  whes  nr 
ued  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  advaace,  it  nif^ 
not  be  safe  to  the  bank,  as  w^  as  eonvenicsi  to 
he  merchant.  As  a  mere  substitute  for  poaosil 
security,  it  would  imply  that  no  diecoant  wooU 
be  made  on  it  to  an  amount  which  wouU  be 
refused  to  the  seme  drawer  with  a  eonamos  cs- 
dorser.    But  maov  of  the  stock  loaoa  wcft » 

K large  that  the  pledge  of  stock  lost  its  cbaraein  c 
mere  collateral  security.  When  a  loan  for  a  a:* 
lion  of  dollars  is  secured  bv  a  pledge  of  stock.  • 
was  obvious  that  the  stock  was  not  considcRi 
only  as  a  fand  to  supply  any  deficleacv  which  ik 
possible  insolvencjr  of  the  drawer  might  prodses. 
but  was  the  principal  and  almost  the  only  foot 
dation  of  the  loan.  The  snme  loan  would  ind«fti 
be  much  more  objectionable  with  the  secann 
only  of  an  endorser. 

There  were  expressions  in  the  report  whic^ 
might  be  construed  to  impiv  a  partiality  in  tki 
distribution  of  these  loans,  which  perhaps  it  m 
not  designed  to  convey,  and  which,  as  it  seeow 
to  him,  the  evidence  would  not  support.  It  «i 
said  that  the  loaos  "^  were  not  made" — he  unde 
stood  that  the  committee  meant  to  say  that  mo 
of  them  were  not  made — ^  to  the  merchao 
and  trsders,"  but  to  a  few  persons,  conaisting 
directors,  brokers,  aod  speculators.    It  was  die 
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eult  fbr  hiin*-«  stranger  at  Etiiladeiphia — to  pro- 
nounce sentence  on  the  character  of  those  who 
had  borrowed  money  on  a  pledge  of  stock.  Of 
the  whole  nnmber,  he  knew  personallf  hot  two 
or  three,  and  neither  of  these  were  speculators  or 
brokers.  The  committee  had  selected  the  names 
of  fourteen,  and  had  obtained  evidence  of  their 
emplovmeots  in  life—seYen  were  merchants,  five 
were  brokers,  and  two  conid  not  be  classed  in 
either  list.  Mr.  McBoen's  testimony,  which  has 
been  published  by  the  committee,  contains  his 
"opinion  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  dis- 
counts on  pledged  stock,  was  for  the  benefit  of 
merchants,  and  not  of  speculators."  Major  But- 
ler says,  that  ^he  has  nerer  known  any  good 
paper  refused  on  account  of  the  amount  of  stock 
notes  offered." 

It  is  said  in  the  tenth  page  of  the  report  that 
"  not  an  instance  has  occurred  of  a  note  secured 
by  the  pledge  of  stock  being  rejected."  If  the 
merchant  and  trader  then  had  not  their  share  of 
the  loans,  it  was  only  because  they  did  not  apply 
for  them»  The  partiality  in  their  distribution 
was  not  to  individuals,  professions,  or  parties: 
merchants,  farmers,  and  artisans,  obtained  those 
discounts  whenever  they  wished  them.  The  par- 
tialiiy  was  to  the  whole  body  of  holders  of  bank 
and  funded  stock  throughout  the  United  States. 
He  believed  there  was  not  an  instance  of  a 
note  secured  by  a  pledge  of  funded  stock  being 
rejected. 

IVhile  his  judgment  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
ttyit  many  of  the  stock  loans  were  highly  objec- 
tenable,  from  their  amount,  he  thought  it  fair  to 
ajdd  the  view  which  had  satisfied  his  mind,  that 
H  considerable  proportion  of  those  loans  was  ne- 
cessary.   He  ^ould  have  occasion,  in  another 
part  of  his  remarks,  to  examine  the  state  of  ez- 
cluinge  between  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  since  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  whole 
amount  of  its  discounts  was  not  excessive,  al- 
though their  distribution  was  unequal.    But  he 
wished  now  only  to  apply  the  test  which  the 
rate  of  exchange,  as  he  thought,  furnished,  in  an 
inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  the  discount  oper- 
ations df  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  months 
of  Jnlyanff  Augiut,  1817,  when  the  amount  of 
stock  loans  first  became  considerable.    From  the 
statement  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  appeared 
that  the  exchange  with  the  principal  countries 
of  £urope  continued,  with  very  little  variation, 
nearly  at  par  during  the  time.    This  fact  was 
incompatible  with  the  supposition  of  an  exces- 
sive circulation.    The  whole  amount  of  notes, 
with  a  pledge  of  stock,  discounted  in  Philadel- 
phia in  July  and  August,  1817,  was  about  six 
millions  and  a  half.    The  committee  think  it 
^*  singolar"  that  at  this  time  '*  any  business  paper 
should  have  been  rejected."    The  whole  amooot 
rejected,  was  less  than  one  million  and  a  half. 
Supposing  this  sum  to  have  been  discounted, 
whether  the  patties  were  insolvent  or  not,  and 
the  stock  notes  rejected,  the  amount  of  discounts 
in  Philadelphia,  in  two  months,  would  have  been 
leas  by  five  millions  than  it  actually  was.    Of 


these  five  millions,  a  nart  (he-did  not  know  what 
part)  was  employed  tot  the  payment  of  subscrip- 
tions to  the  bank,  and  did  not  add  to  the  amount 
of  money  in  circulajiion.  Suppose  half  to  have 
been  so  employed,  and  a  reduction  of  two  and  a 
half  millions  in  the  circulation  of  Philadelphia, 
below  the  amount  which  kept  its  exchange  at  par. 
would  have  suspended  mercantile  business,  ana 
spread  embarrassment  and  distress  through  every 
town  in  the  State.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen 
whose  business  or  curiosity  had  led  them  to  ob- 
serve the  effects  which  even  an  inconsiderable 
change  in  the  quantity  of  money  produces  in  a 
commercial  community,  to  say  whether  there 
was  anything  visionary  or  extravagant  in  this 
view. 

It  had  been  alleged  as  an  excuse  for  the  ma^ 
nitude  and  permanence  of  the  loans  which  were 
made  about  this  time  by  the  bank,  that  the  re^ 
demption  of  its  stock  by  the  Government  hwi 
made  it  necessary  that  it  should  invest  the  State 
bank  paper,  which  it  was  paid  in.  in  some  other 
securities.  He  must,  however,  observe,  that  the 
embarrassment  of  the  bank,  from  the  accumuln- 
tion  of  the  paper  of  State  banks  in  some  parts  of 
the  Union,  dio  not  originate  in  the  measure  to 
which  it  had  been  exclusively  attributed.  Its 
own  errors  were  a  principal  cause.  As  early  aa 
March,  1817,  it  suffered,  from  a  deficiency  or  r»> 
sources,  at  Boston ;  and  three  months  afterwards, 
in  New  York ;  while  a  large  amount  of  balances 
against  the  banks  to  the  South  and  West  of  those 
places  had  accumulated,  even  at  that  early  period 
of  its  operations. 

The  observations  of  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  post  notes,  Mr.  L.  thought  liable  to  miscon- 
struction. After  referring  to  several  transactions 
in  which  post  notes  were  received  by  those  who 
had  obtained  discounts,  it  is  observed,  "  that  not 
being  drafts  on  other  offices,  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  exchange  operations."  Now,  every 
post  note  but  one,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  report,  was  '*a  draft  upon  another  office.*' 
The  resolution  under  which  they  were  given, 
would  be  found  among  the  documents,  (pue  98.) 
They  were  post  notes  of  the  bank  at  Philadel- 
phia. They  were  obtained  by  those  who  got 
discounts  at  Baltimore.  This  appeared  to  him, 
therefore,  to  be  a  simple  case  of  exchange. 

The  case  of  the  post  notes  mentioned  in  the 
first  part  of  the  paragraph,  was  different.  The 
post  note  was  payable  in  the  same  place  in  which 
the  discounted  note  was  payable.  There  was, 
too,  some  ambiguity  in  the  resolution  for  grants 
ing  the  discount,  and  it  might  possibly  be  infer- 
red, if  we  had  no  other  evidence,  that  it  was  a 
condition  of  the  loan,  that  a  post  note,  payable 
sixty  days  after  date,  should  be  received  by  the 
discounter.  But  had  we  no  other  evidence?  Mr. 
Smith  swears  (documents,  p.  114)  that  ^post 
notes  at  sixty  days  date,  have  frequently  been 
issued  on  the  application  of  persons  who  have 
had  notes  discounted,  but  it  has  never  been  the 
condition  of  the  discount."  To  every  man  Who 
knows  what  post  notes  are,  their  convenience  to 
mercantile  men,  and  indeed  to  society  generally, 
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•oftD  requin  no  explanatioo.  A  pott  note  of  the 
Philadelphia  bank  is  better  than  a  bill  of  ex* 
change  upon  Philadelphia.  If  the  exchange  with 
Kew  Orleans  it  in  favor  of  Philadelphia,  a  mer* 
chant  who  wishes  to  make  purchases  at  Orleans 
will  find  a  post  note  of  Philadelphia,  or  a  power 
to  draw  upon  it,  among  the  best  means  of  ae- 
oomplishing  his  object.  Bank  notes,  indeed, 
might  answer  the  iame  par|x»e;  bat,  as  they  are 
payable  to  bearer,  the  risk  in  their  transmission 
IS  greater.  In  the  instance  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port, the  bank  had  no  possible  interest  in  prefer- 
ring the  issue  of  post  notes  to  bank  notes,  because 
tfae  distance  of  the  place  to  which  the  notes  were 
lo  be  sent,  was  an  efieetual  security  that  bank 


twoen  Maiseilks  and  Paris,  was  often  tr^m  2  u 
3  per  cent.  If^  with  all  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  internal  improvements  in  which  France  is  so 
rich— with  a  currencv  consisting  aimoat  azda- 
sively  of  gold  and  silver,  the  variation  in  the 
value  of  Aioney  is  three  times  greater  in  her  ter- 
ritory than  on  our  continent,  can  it  be  said  that, 
in  this  re8|>ect,  the  bank  has  not  fulfilled  the  ob* 
jec  ts  of  its  institution  ?  Before  its  establish  meal. 
the  value  of  bank  notes,  even  in  the  commercial 
States,  had  varied  20  per  cent,  from  eack  other, 
and,  tfi  none  of  them  bore  a  fixed  proportion  te 
the  precious  metals,  or  to  any  natural  standard, 
it  was  Impossible  to  assign  any  limit  to  their  de* 
preciaiion.  You  have  required  that  the  currency 


notes  womd  not  have  returned  upon  it  within  .furnished  by  the  National  Bank  should  be  every- 
aixtv  days.  ii  Where  convertible  into  silver,  and  it  is  ao.    Ton 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  had  deUtned  the  CoouniMi  have  expected  that  it  should  be  as  uniform  as 
tee  very  long  on  topics  which  he  did  not  considen  coin,  and  it  is  more  so.  He  would  not  detata  the 
likely  to  afiect  the  decision  of  anv  of  the  resoluf   Committee  by  reading  a  paper  which  he  had  pre- 


tions.  But  he  had  feared  that,  if  the  opinions  of 
tike  select  committee  on  some  of  these  points, 
had  passed  without  objection,  they  would  be  con- 
sidered as  having  received  the  sanction  of  tke 
House. 
He  came  now  to  the  question  which  he  sup- 

S»8ed  should' chiefly  engage  the  attention  of  the 
ommittee :  How  far  has  the  bank  answered  the 
great  object  of  its  institution  7  If,  as  a  mcaaure 
of  policy,  the  dissolution  of  the  charter  would  be 
unwise.  Congress  would  not  dissolve  it,  even 
tkou^h  such  a  penalty  were  just,  and  such  a  pro- 
ceeding legaL 

The  great  object  of  Government  in  chartering 
tke  bank,  was  to  provide  a  currency  which  should 
have  that  deyree  of  stabilitv  and  uniformity  in 
ili  value,  which  is  required  by  the  interests  both 
of  our  commerce  and  revenue.  A  currency 
equally  valuable  at  every  place  and  every  time, 
oannoc  be  provided  by  human  wisdom*  The 
nearest-approach  to  this  object  has  been  gener- 
fJUy  supposed  to  be  afforded  by  the  emnloyment 
of  gold  and  silver  as  the  measures  of  value.  The 
litn  Congress  did  not  aim  at  ideal  perfection; 
Chey  wished  to  combine  with  the  conveniences 
of  bank  circulation  an  uniformity  of  value  e^oal 
|o  that  which  was  possessed  by  the  precious 
metals ;  and  the  means  which  they  em{»of  ed  to 
secure  this  uniformity  were  simple  and  effectual, 
by  enjoining,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  the  pay- 
loent  of  all  ite  notes  in  coin,  jipon  demand.  In 
the  report,  indeed,  the  notes  of  the  National  Bank 
are  said  to  be  now  ^*  on  the  same  footing  with 
thoee  of  local  banks."  Of  the  footing  on  which 
local  bank  notes  stood,  he  should  speak  hereafter ; 
but  the  price  current  upon  his  table  informed  him 
.  that  the  greatest  discount  on  branch  notes  of  the 
United  States,  was  |  of  1  per  cent.  This  was  a 
vahie  much  more  uniform  than  that  which  coin 
could  be  expected  to  have  in  so  extensive  a  coun- 
try. He  had  been  lately  looking  into  a  book  on 
politicsl  economy,  which  had  been  published 
here,  with  high,  and,  in  respect  to  its  clearness 
and  precision,  with  just  commendations— the 
work  of  Mr.  Tracy.  He  inferred  from  one  of 
hia  chapters,  that  the  difference  of  exchange  he- 


pared  with  that  intention,  containing  the  slate  of 
exchange,  since  the  establishment  of  the  hank, 
with  England,  France,  and  Holland ;  for  he  found 
himself  occupying  much  more  of  their  time  than 
he  had  expected.  But  he  believed  that  any  mem- 
ber who  should  turn  his  attention  to  the  avigect, 
would  remark  its  steadiness  during  that  penod. 
He  thought  himself  justified  in  Aawlog  from 
this  fact  a  oonclosion  highly  favdrable  to  Ihe 
bank— that  the  whole  amount  of  its  discounts  had 
generally  been  nearly  right.  The  distribution  oi 
those  discounts  he  had  admitted  to  be  wrong.  It 
was  the  total  amount  of  discounts  which  a  spirit 
of  eager  and  intemperate  speculation  would  be 
most  apt  to  enlarge.  It  was  the  total  amount  of 
discQunu  which  a  just  regard  to  the  atahility  of 
our  money  made  it  most  important  to  restrain. 

The  correapondenoe  of  the  bank  with  the  west- 
ern branches  had  been  adverted  to  ia  the  report 
of  the  committee.  Ailr.  L.  thought  that  it  illus- 
trated the  ^neral  views  which  he  had  subnutted 
of  the  subject.  He  read  the  5th  and  6th  rules 
prescribed  for  the  government  of  a  weatera  offie^ 
(documents,  p.  28,)  to  show  that  the  orders  of 
the  parent  board  were  sufficiently  eneigetic  The 
method  of  securing  their  execution  by  orders  di- 
reciljr  issued  to  their  caahier,  showed  n<Nvnnt  of 
decision.  But  the  system  which  enc^ura^ed  the 
board  to  extend  its  discounts  by  paving  tts  bilii 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  then  aimeo  at  redocing 
them  by  orders  from  the  mother  bank,  waa  iadi« 
oally  wrong. 

To  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
fairly  to  estimate  its  services  in  mainiaininc  spe- 
cie payments,  it  was  proper  to  conaider  the  pecu- 
liar difficulties  of  the  lime.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  inquiry  how  far  the  payment  of  a  larie 
public  debt  must  add,  in  every  country,  to  the 
difficulties  of  banks  of  circulation  $  but,  confining 
himself  to  the  payment  of  about  five  millions  <m 
the  Louisiana  debt  in  one  year,  he  would  ask 
whether  a  remittance  of  this  amount  to  foreign 
creditors  must  not  press  heavily  upon  the  re- 
sources of  a  National  Bank  ?  Its  arrangements, 
indeed,  bad  been  such  as  to  relieve  the  country 
from  much  of  the  embarrassment  which  might 
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hv9t  baen  aBiieipitcd-— aaeh  m  lo  iUnttfaie  yerr 
itrikiDgly  4ke  mdvistage  which  a  National  Bank 
xomj  prodoee  ia  the  maoagem«it  of  exchanges. 
Bf  becomiDg  the  agent  for  the  remittance  ai  the 
pnncipal  part  of  the  debt|  it  has  been  able  to  eon- 
docL,  wUhoocmaeh  ineonvenienee,  an  operation 
which  m^hc  otherwise  have  produned  a  prenure 
apoB  the  whole  hanking  interest  of  the  country. 
Among  the  difficulties  m  sMintaining  specie  pav- 
mtnis^  the  exuaordinarv  extension  of  oar  trade 
to  the  fiafft  Indies  conld  net  be  Qverlooked ;  and 
the  deflMOud  for  the  pMcioos  metals  in  Basope, 
which  reaalted  from  th«  attempt  by  so  many 
aaiioDs  which,  daring  iheir  late  wars,  had  used 
only  paper,  to  recover  specie  circiilation,  was  felt 
on  thw  s^e  of  the  Atlantic.  Among  the  effects 
of  paper  money,  that  of  its  making  the  raloe  of 
the  metab  more  Tariable,  eren  in  eauntriet  which 
do  not  ose  it,  mast  be  ol>rioa8  to  the  Committee. 
The  employment  of  paper  in  any  country  canaes 
its  specie  to  be  exported,  and,  adding  to  the  siif^ 
ply  o£  that  article  in  foreign  Slates,  reduces  its 
value  there*  The  restoration  of  specie  earrency, 
by  opening  a  new  demand  fox  iae  article  from 
other  coantries,  enhances  its  value  ihere.  Such 
'»  the  process  which  is  now  going  on  in  many 
paru  of  Sarope.  The  diminution  in  the  supfdy 
from  the  Sovth  American  mines  will  be  consid- 
ered aa  axetting  a  less  questionable  ininene*  on 
oar  stock  of  the  preeUma  metals,  it  was  in  op» 
position  c»  all  these  difficulties*-in  defiance  of 
the  diseonCent  which  contracted  dieooantfl  moot 
hare  bnen  expected  to  prodnoe  among  its  debtors, 
and  a  reduced  dividend  among  its  atodiholders, 
that  the  Baak  of  the  United  Slates  performed  its 
great  duty— that  of  maintaining  specie  paiyments 
throtHrhouit  the  whole  extent  oTthis  country. 

The  safekeeping  of  the  public  depositea,  which 
impUes  their  prompt  payment  in  specie  upon  de- 
iDnnd,  must  appear  particularly  imporlant  to  a 
Government  woose  losses  have  hitherto  been  so 
henry  as  ours  from  the  want  of  this  provisien* 
Evea  nowt  after  the  iaoMnse  amount  of  paper 
whieh  had  been  assumed  by  the  National  Bank, 
there  remained,  he  believed,  mare  than  fl^OQO 
of  bank  paper  belonging  to  the  Government,  of 
which  it  bad  lost  the  use  from  the  war  to  this 
liaie;  of  some  of  which  he  was  very  certain  that 
tt  would  lose  eren  the  principaL 

TJie  hank  is  admitted  to  have  fulfilled  the  duty 
of  trausnuttSof  the  public  money,  without  charge, 
wter^rtr  it  might  be  required.  He  believed  that 
the  noswer  to  the  resolution  of  his  friend  from 
Yiilgioia  (directing  an  account  of  the  money  so 
transmitted)  had  sot  been  received,  and  he  was 
tare  that,  when  received,  it  must  be  imperfe^ft 
aikd  unaatisfoetory.  The  aceoant  must  represent 
sack  office  as  receivtof  the  amount  lodged  there, 
whether  in  ita  own  bills  or  any  other;  and,  ia 
practice,  a  large  proportion  of  the  bills  which  are 
paid  where  exchange  is  most  favorable,  will  be 
(hose  of  the  Slates  whose  exchange  is  most  un- 
iivorable.  For  example,  a  kige  proportion  of 
the  reTODue  aecraing  in  Boston  will  be  paid  in 
thft  Botes  of  Ohio.  That  the  transmission  of 
money  oa  aoeount  of  the  €k>venifflent  must  be 


very  considerable,  even  in  time  of  peace,  must 
be  true,  unless  the  expenditure  of  the  country  in 
eash  little  district  be  supposed  to  be  nearly  equal 
to  the  revenue  collected  there.  But  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  mav  be  exactly  equal — ^let  us 
suppose  that  to  be  the  case  in  Boston— and  yet 
the  bank  may  have  to  transmit  for  the  Govern- 
ment the  wliole  amount  of 'such  expenditur^*- 
that  is,  it  may  receive,  upon  the  supiwsitioo 
whieh  has  been  made,  the  money  of  Ohio,  and 
pay  to  the  Government  Boston  monejr.  But,  al- 
though the  advantage  was  rerj  considerable  in 
peace,  it  was,  by  considering  its  effect  in  war, 
only  that  we  could  estimate  its  real  magnitude* 

If  the  direct  duties  which  the  bank  owes  to  the 
Government  have  been  fulfilled,  he  would  inquire 
how  far  the  institution  had  furnished  those  ac- 
commodations to  public  debtors^hich  had  prob- 
ably been  expected  from  it?  These  accommo- 
dations were  of  two  kinds — by  its  loans,  and  by 
the  ffeneral  circulation  of  its  paper. 

There  are  two  sentences  in  the  report,  which 
seem  to  intimate  that  the  ioans  to  public  debtors, 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  have  been  in- 
adequate to  their  just  expectations.  The  report 
represents  the  Northern  offices  as  compelled  ^  to 
deny  to  the  debtors  of  the  Government  any  in- 
dulgence or  accommodation  in  their  payments;^ 
and  in  another  page  it  states  that "  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  notes  of  those  who  had  revenue 
bonds  to  nav  have  at  any  time  been  discounted 
extensively/'  He  considered  this  quite  asa  minor 
sulyeet  of  aUantion;  but  he  would  state  the  evi- 
dence as  it  had  appeared  to  his  investigation. 

In  the  very  comaMncement  of  the  operation  of 
the  hank,  (on  the  3d  of  January,  1817,)  the  board 
resolved  that  notes  for  those  who  had  revenue 
bonds  to  pay  should  be  discounted,  and  might  he 
paid  in  the  paper  of  other  banks,  while  of  the 
small  nmount  of  the  notes  discounted  the  whole 
were  to  be  paid  exclusively  in  specie.  Oa  the 
9th  of  January  a  resolution  authorized  the  offices 
to  discount  notes  for  revenue  bonds,  at  a  time 
when  they  had  not  commenced  any  other  busi- 
ness. On  the  4th  April  1817,  when  the  board 
was  obliged  to  limit  its  qiscounts  everywhere,  it 
directed  a  preference  to  be  given  to  custom-house 
bonds.  Tnuswe  bad  proof  that  ia  the  first  busi- 
nem  of  the  bank,  a  preference  had  been  given  to 
the  notes  of  Government  debtors,  that  the  i>refer- 
eoce  continued  when  circumstances  required  a 
general  liaaitation  of  discounts  $  and  if  this  was 
tae  case  when  the  bank  was  straitened,  it  would 
be  extraordinary  indeed  that  it  should  be  lem 
liberal  at  other  times.  Nor  did  he  know  any- 
thing to  countenance  the  opinion  that  it  was  so. 

Perhaps  we  miaht  infer  something  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the  bank  to  extend  its  nccommoda- 
tioos  to  the  public  from  the  order  in  which  its 
first  loans  had  been  made.  It  was  then  that  it 
must  have  been  most  penurious  and  reluctant  in 
its  discounts.  Its  first  loan  made  before  January, 
1817,  was  one  of  0500,000  to  the  Government. 
In  Philadelphia  it  loaned  ia  January,  1817,  $18d,- 
642  to  stockholders,  and  its  next  loans  were 
$^93,509  to  those  who  were  indebted  on  custom- 
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house  bonds.  Indeed  he  remembered  no  evidence 
of  a  discoant  being  at  any  time  refused  on  the 
notes  of  eastom-boase  debtors.  And  Major  Bai- 
lees testimony,  of  wbieh  be  bad  already  spoken, 
had  not  been  impaj;ned  by  that  of  any  other  wit- 
ness. The  Committee  would  recollect  ihe  state- 
ment, '*  that  he  had  never  known  an v  good  paper 
refused  on  account  of  the  amount  or  stock  notes 
offered." 

The  Committee  probably  remembered  a  sen- 
tence in  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  he  would  read  before  he  dis- 
missed the  subject.    ''The  bank  has  promptly 

*  transmitted  the  public   money  wherever  and 

*  whenever  it  has  been  required  to  perform  that 

<  service.    It  is  presumed  that  the  facilities  ex- 

<  pected  from  it  in  the  collection  of  duties  have 
'  oeen  furnished,  as  no  information  has  been  re- 

*  ceived  at  this  Department,  stating  that  such  fa- 

<  cilities  have  been  withheld.'' 

Such  was  the  evidence  "  as  to  the  indulgence 
or  accommodation  to  the  debtors  of  the  Govern- 
ment" by  the  bank,  or  such  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be,  of  evidence  which  might  lead  to  a  different 
conclusion,  he  knew  none. 

But  the  more  important  accommodation  to 
public  debtors,  which  was  expected  from  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  consisted  certainly  rather  in  its  sup- 
plying a  currency  which  the  Government  en- 
gaged everywhere  to  receive,  than  in  loans  to 
which,  under  common  circumstances,  the  State 
banks '  were  quite  adequate.  How  had  this 
dutv  of  suppfyioff  a  national  currency  been 
pertormed  ?  Of  the  inequality  is  the  value  of 
the  National  Bank  notesj  he  had  already  spoken, 
and  he  hoped  that  he  had  satisfied  the  Commit- 
tee that  it  had  been  less  than  had  been  expected 
at  its  institution.  He  had  not  heard  the  entire 
amount  of  notes  thrown  into  circulation'  repre- 
sented as  deficient.  Their  distribution  he  nad 
admitted  to  b^  bad,  and  had  endeavored  to  ex- 
plain the  principal  cause  of  its  beinff  so.  But  the 
loudest  complaints  against  the  bank  on  account 
of  a  deficiency  of  its  notes  were  from  the  States 
in  which  the  most  disproportionate  and  excessive 
issues  had  been  made.  He  read  a  paragraph  from 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Ohio,  in  which  they  characterize 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank  in  requiring  that 
payments  should  be  made  in  its  own  notes,  as 
little  better  **  than  insulting  mockery."  It  might 
seem  that,  wherever  bank  notes  which  the  Gov- 
ernment engaged  to  receive  in  taxes  might  be 
issued,  they  would  be  carried  to  any  part  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  necessary  for  the 

Sayment  of  public  debts.  The  foreign  merchan- 
ise  which  'is  landed  in  New  York  or  New  Or- 
leans is  conveyed  wherever  there  is  a  demand  for 
it.  And  the  credit  or  produce  which  enabled  any 
section  of  the  country  to  obtain  foreign  merchan- 
dise would  be  quite  as  effectual  to  procure  bank 
nx)tes  or  specie.  But  it  was  not  necessary  that 
Ohio,  which  perhaps  complained  most  of  the 
want  of  National  cank  notes  in  its  circulation, 
should  have  imported  them  from  other  States. 
In  Kentucky  ana  Ohio  individuals  had  discounts 


to  an  anoont  exceeding  five  mUliotts  of  doUani 
they  had  received  this  anouat  la  baok  aoiei 
in  credits  equivaleac  to  notes,  and  for  which  b« 
might  have  been  obtained ;  but  they  had  ihmu 
longer.  The  complaint,  then,  was  this:  aoiiu 
the  bank  had  not  famished  a  snffieicateireahoR 
medium  to  Kentocky  and  Ohio,  but  that  iite 
not  retained  it  there.  Could  the  bmak  hMnpf- 
vented  its  remittance  to  other  States t  Tk 
Smtes  to  which  Its  discounts  had  been  lif|ec 
had  chooen  to  employ  them  in  the  payoMsr  e 
former  debts  or  the  purchase  of  mcRbidiK. 
He  believed  that  there  Ivas  afund  of  iutticeii  tie 
people  of  this  country,  which  woald  not  i&iv 
them  to  consider  the  bank  as  responsible  for  ta 
mischiefs  which  an  improvident  usm  of  itsfr 
counts  may  have  produced. 

Of  other  advantaces  furnished  to  the  Gomt- 
ment  by  the  bank,  he  would  not  apeak;  smtof 
them  were  great,  and  he  supposed  uadispaai 
Of  these,  the  bonus  of  a  miUion  and  a  hslf.  w 
not  the  most  considerable,  and  yet  the  repress:' 
atives  of  the  people  might  be  expected  to  h^ 
tate  before  thev  threw  away  CTen  a  miilioo  lu 
a  half.  The  obligation  to  transact  all  the  bss- 
ness  of  the  Loan  office  without  eharge,  and  w 
facilities  which  the  bank  must  aflbrd  in  aJi  fstsf 
loans,  he  considered  as  yet  greater  advsacage$. 

We  have  seen  how  far  the  great  duties  it 
the  bank  have  been  folfille(^  and  lU  expeeiK 
advantaffes  realiied.  But  every  qoestioa  lih 
that  before  the  Committee,  so  far  as  it  wv  i 
question  of  policy,  not  of  justice  or  law,  wssat 
great  measure  a  comparative  one.  We  had  sss 
and  knew  what  was  the  condition  of  the  esna- 
cy,  and  what  the  security  for  the  operation «k 
the  Treasury  with  the  Bank  of  the  Uotted  Sa» 
What  would  be  its  condition  withoat  the  but 
was  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry  and  eompsrisai 
and  a  prudent  man  would  consider  even  theM 
which  most  prevail  as  to  the  currency  vkick 
would  be  esubllshed,  as  in  itself  a  Tery  «^ 
objection  to  the  destruction  of  the  \mnk.  Wto 
would  our  currency  be?  Would  it  be  exdsnn' 
ly  specie?  Would  it  be  State  bank  bs»<^ 
Qoverament  paper  ? 

He  did  not  think  (although  perhaps  the  ki|^ 
est  authority  on  matters  of  this  kind  was  is  if^ 
of  the  opinion)  that  the  employment  of  fsT 
rather  than  coin,  was  sufllciently  reeommeo^ 
by  its  economyi  as  the  substitution  of  a  cbes|>i^ 
strument  of  trade  for  an  expensive  on«.  If  t^ 
were  no  other  inducement  for  the  uae  of  ptp^ 
it  would  resemble  the  economy  which  sftsci- 
substitute  wooden  warehouses  for  stone  ok^ 
Without  entering  into  an  inquiry  into  the  adio* 
tages  or  defects  of  a  specie  circulation,  he  mn^ 
confess  that  his  apprehensions  would  be  oi«^ 
less  than  they  were.  If  he  could  suppose  thatot 
metals  would  form  the  only  currency  of  thecoci- 
try ;  that  the  Government  could  and  would  exa^' 
gold  and  silver  in  the  payment  of  all  its  deb» 
But  he  would  not  waste  the  time  of  the  ComD^ 
tee  in  speaking  of  an  expectation,  which  erei! 
man  who  heard  him,  believed  to  be  visionary. 

In  destroying  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes 
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then,  we  niiiftt  do  it,  beeauae  we  prefer  the  ear- 
rency  which  will  be  sflforded  either  by  the  notes 
of  local  bankf  or  by  GoTemment  paper.  It  was 
not  fair,  indeed,  to  address  this  argument  to  gen- 
tlemen who  belieTed  that  they  were  bound  by 
the  ConstitDtion  to  destroy  this  institution.  His 
friend  from  Virnnia  hid  properly  abstained  from 
the  diseimott  of  the  CUinstitQtional  question,  aU 
thoogh  he  seemed  to  expect  it  from  the  opposers 
of  Ihe  resolution.  Mr.  L.  would  follow  in  this 
instance  his  example,  not  his  tdvice. 

What  were  the  inducements  to  prefer,  in  the 
receipt  of  taxes,  the  notes  of  local  banks  ?  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  PiNnALL)  bad  sup- 
posed that  without  a  National  Bank,  the  Bute 
institutions,  in  their  own  time  and  manner,  would 
all  haTe  returned  to  specie  payments ;  that  the 
Legislature  of  every  separate  State  would  at  some 
time  or  another  have  made  them  do  so.  Mr.  L. 
had  no  faith  in  this  security,  and  be  was  sure 
that  it  would  be  vain  to  inquire  for  evidence  of 
it.  What  they  would  have  done  under  eireum- 
atances  of  great  difficulty  he  would  not  say  |  but 
he  would  MOW  what  one  of  them  was  doing  or 
was  likely  to  do  now.  He  meant  again  to  refer 
to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Ohio;  he  did  so  with  all  proper 
deference,  and  without  objection  or  complaint. 
X^oihing  was  more  fair  than  that  the  State  of 
Ohio  should  receive  in  payment  of  its  taxes  and 
debts  whatever  money  it  preferred  ;  but  when  it 
waa  argued,  that  the  United  States  might  safe- 
ly trnat  the  regulation  of  their  currency  (the 
framera  of  the  Constitution,  by  the  by,  had  not 
/  thought  so)  to  the  regulation  of  the  State  Legis- 
I  Intures,  it  became  necessary  to  inquire  what  was 
the  currenc|r  with  which  those  Lesislatures 
would  be  satisfied.  The  report  to  which  he  had 
nllnded,  noticed^  without  disapprobation,  the  sus* 
pensiott  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  of  the 
State  I  reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  National 
Bank  in  refusing  to  receive  their  bills  in  pay- 
menta;  and  declared  that  they  formed  "a  solid 
correney''  ^  for  ail  the  purposes  of  internal  com- 
merce." No  proposal  could  be  expected,  and  he 
believed  none  was  made  for  a  change  in  the  solid 
ennenev  which  was  so  satisfactory  to  the  State. 
Bat,  did  the  interests  or  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  permit  that  this  currency 
ahonld be  received  by  it?  Some  dissatisfaction 
waa  expreMed,  because  the  branch  notes  of  the 
United  States  Bank  were  at  a  discount  of  three- 
quarters  of  one  per  cent.  He  read  from  a  price 
eorrenc  the  state  of  the  market  for  bank  notes ; 
by  which  it  appeared  that  notes  which  were  in- 
sisted to  be  in  very  good  credit,  varied  from  a 
diaconot  of  2^,  to  one  of  7, 16, 25,  and  even  30  per 
cent.  Was  our  revenue  to  be  received  in  these 
noica?  How  were  they  to  be  employed?  They 
might  be  expended  in  the  district  in  which  they 
were  issued.  But  was  the  expenditure  of  every 
district  to  be  exactly  limited  to  its  revenue? 
What  became  of  the  Union  if  it  were  so  ?  He 
mke  of  the  thinff,  and  not  of  the  name.  Our 
uiuon  might  dissolve  in  imbecility,  as  well  as  be 
denToyed  by  violenee.    Did  not  Union  imply, 


that  tbe  resources  of  one  State,  its  money  as  well 
as  its  men,  might  be  employed  for  the  defence  of 
another?  To  authorize  the  General  Govern-  / 
ment  to  levy  a  revenue  from  every  part  of  the 
country,  and  fo  expend  it  only  where  is  was  lev- 
ied, would  be  as  wise  a  provision  as  that  of  em- 
powering the  President  to  call  out  the  militia, 
with  a  condition  that  each  man  should  fight  only 
upon  his  own  farm.  The  Committee  were  aware 
that  the  money  which  the  Government  received 
in  the  Western  States,  was  principally  tbe  pro- 
duce of  its  sales  of  public  land.  It  was  the  fund 
which  bad  been  assigned  to  the  Government,  and 
pledged  for  tbe  payipe'tat  of  the  public  debt.  This 
debt  was  due  almost  exclusively  in  the  Atlantic 
States  and  in  Europe.  Our  creditors  would  not 
certainly  receive  Western  paper.  To  say  that 
it  ftboold  be  received  by  the  Government,  was  to 
say  that  jhe  fund  should  be  diverted  from  the 

great  object  for  which  it  it  had  been  established, 
iut,  if  the  Government  were  willing  to  bear  tbe 
loss  of  a  depreciate^  and  unequal  currency,  it 
must  neg[lect  the  plainest  principle  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  doing  so—equality  of  taxation.  Tbe 
Committee  must  welt  remember  that,,  before  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Bank,  such  was 
the  unequal  value  of  money  in  the  different 
States,  that  tbe  merchants  paid  duties  varying 
fifteen  per  cent,  from  each  other,  on  the  same  ar- 
ticles. The  merchant  on  one  side  of  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  was  forced  either  to  submit  to  heavy 
loss  or  to  enter  his  goods  on  the  other  side,  where 
he  did  not  expect  tbem  to  be  consumed.  Thus 
was  a  constant  encouragement  held  out  to  depre- 
ciation by  the  Government  itself.  The  worse 
the  paper  in  which  the  Government  debt  was 
paid,  the  stronger  the  temptation  to  the  business 
of  importation  in  the  place  in  which  the  duties 
were  thus  reduced. 

Was  the  issue  of  Government  paper  a  measure 
to  which  we  ought  willinc ly  to  resort  ?  Mr.  L. 
would  not  indiscriminately  reprobate  all  issues 
of  this  kind.  Other  nations,  as  well  as  our  own. 
had  resorted  to  them,  and  the  emergency  had 
justified  the  act.  He  might  acquiesce  in  paper  | 
money  from  necessity ;  he  would  not  adopt  it  J 
from  choice.  That  the  destruction  of  the  bank 
would  be  followed  by  the  establishment  of  paper 
money,  he  firmly  believed — he  might  almost  say 
he  knew.  It  was  an  extremity  from  which  the 
House  would  recoil,  if  it  were  now  proposed  |  but 
if  the  resolution  upon  the  table  were  passed,  it 
would  very  soon  be  proposed.  The  subject  was 
too  large  ror  an  incidental  discussion.  Gentle- 
men thought  that  the  amount  of  Government 
paper  might  be  limited,  and  depreciation  pre- 
vented by  the  rate  of  interest  which  should  be 
exacted.  Inadequate  everywhere,  the  security 
was  particularly  ineffectual  in  the  United  States. 
Both  the  natural  and  legal  rate  of  interest  were 
different  in  the  different  States.  The  State  in 
which  the  actual  rate  of  interest  was  highest, 
would  borrow  the  largest  amount  of  Govern meiit 
paper,  In  proportion  to  its  business.  From  it,  this 
paper  must  flow  upon  the  other  States,  and,  add- 
ing to  their  quantity  of  an  article  for  which  there 
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was  no  foreign  use,  its  depreciaiion  mosc  be  in- 
ikiUbU.  He  had  not  time  furtber  to  develop  tbe 
argument,  but  be  trusted  it  to  tbe  reflections  of 
every  man  wbo  would  turn  bis  attention  to  tbe 
subject. 

Mr.  L.  would  dismiss  tbis  topic  witb  one  more 
remark.  Tbe  inequalities  and  inoonyeniences  of 
bank  paper  would  not  be  removed  hj  Govern- 
ment ptper.  Tbe  local  banks  would  discount  on 
Qovernment  puper  as  tbey  profess  to  discount 
on  specie ;  and  tne  proportion  between  tbe  Gov* 
ernment  paper  and  tbe  bank  notes  wbicb  would 
be  coosioered  as  representing  it,  migbt  be  ms 
unequal  as  it  now  is  between  tbose  notes  and 
specie. 

Socb  were  some  of  tbe  permanent  evils  wbicb 
tbe  destruction  of  tbe  bank  micbt  be  expwted  to 

I  produce.  Upon  temporary  evils  and  individual 
osses,  altbougb  be  could  not  look  upon  tbem 
witb  indifference,  be  would  not  enlarge.  Let  not 
gentlemen  delude  themselves  witb  tbe  bope  tbat 
if  tbe  institution  were  destroyed,  its  affairs  would 
be  gradually  wound  up;  tbat  tbe  confeoience  of 
the  debtor,  and  not  tbe  inurest  of  tbe  stoekboldar, 
would  determine  the  extent  of  tbe  indulgence 
tbat  sbould  be  granted  to  bim.  In  tbe  scarcity 
of  money  which  would  follow  the  destruction  of 
the  bank,  property  migbt  be  expected  to  fall  15 
or  20  per  cent, ;  or  in  other  words,  money  to  rise 
in  tbe  same  proportion.  In  whatever  proportion 
the  capitalist  who  was  turned  out  of  the  National 
Bank  sbould  choose  to  invest  his  money,  to  con- 
sent to  a  delay  in  its  collection  and  investment, 
would  be  to  a^dd  a  new  and  certain  loss  to  those 
witb  which  he  had  been  before  afltcted.  Ind4il- 
gence  would  be  given  where  it  waa  nocesiary  to 
secure  the  debt,  not  where  it  was  neeassary  to 
save  tbe  debtor. 

He  confessed  tbat  he  did  not  ondetstand  the 
views  of  tbose  who  were  anxious  that  tbe  bmnebes 
of  the  United  States  Bank  should  be  immediatelv 
witbdrawn  from  Kentucky  and  Obio.  Was  it 
meant  tbat  they  sbould  not  coaiinue  to  lend  2  If 
these  States  owed  five  or  six  millions  tp  tbe  bank, 
there  was  but  one  mode  by  which  their  jusUee 
would  allow  them  to  wish  thai  such  loans  should 
be  discontinued— bv  their  payment.  But  wten 
could  five  millions  be  paid  by  them  ?  He  would 
answer  for  it,  that  the  directors  woutd  be  willing 
to  reduce  their  discounts,  and  wiihdimw  thefr 
funds  from  the  Western  Stales,  mwh  more 
quickly  than  it  would  be  poasibLs  for  their  debtors 
to  enable  them  to  adopt  that  process. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  deceived  bimself,  if  be  bad 
not  proved  tbat  the  great  objects  proposed  in  the 
establishment  of  therfational  Bank  bad  been  ful- 
filled. But  if  he  were  wrong,  if  it  had  disap- 
pointed the  just  expectations  of  tbe  country,  an 
enligbtened  legislature  would  inquire  whether 
tbere  were  no  remedy  short  of  its  destruction. 
The  charter  had  given  to  the  Government  pow- 
erful means  for  restraining  tbe  errors  and  con- 
trolling the  conduct  of  tbe  bank.  The  appoint- 
ment of  five  directors,  tbe  withholding  public  de* 
posites,  tbe  refusal  to  receive  its  notes  in  pav- 
meat  of  taxes,  an  examination  into  tbe  wnole 


oondnct  and  real  condition  of  thn  iBstitatioa- 
these  gave  us  a  command  which,  while  it  w 
fairly  and  moderatelv  empUved,  coold  not  h 
disregarded  or  resisteo.  Would  it  be  wise  to  it- 
strov  a  constitution  because  you  diaft|i|MN>Ted  e 
its  fiist  administration  ?  Would  yoa  mren  bntk 
up  a  machine,  because  in  its  first  esperiaa: 
there  had  been  some  mismanagement  ?  On  tks 
pari  of  the  subject,  he  had  tbe  rare  advnat^e  c 
supporting  his  opinions  by  those  of  the  selscr 
committee.  The  committee  say,  that  *^  to  cafieei 
the  many  evils  andjaischiefs  they  Ihiv«  dcp^eie^' 
"*  the  Secretary  of  the  Trenaury  has  fail  peacr 
to  apply  a  prompt  and  adequate  resnedy  wbia- 
ever  the  situation  of  the  bank  shall  require  it* 
They  had  before  obeerved,  that  <<  the  root  mi 
source  of  all  the  instances  of  miscoadaet  was  ik 
illegal,  repreheaaible  division  of  tbe  stock."  ""k 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  k  tlie  gimiHt 
evil  in  all  the  system,  and  is  the  origia  of  all  tk 
others.'*  "It  requires  a  corrective."  And  ik 
committee  have  propoeed  a  bill  which  they  cm- 
sider  as  adequate  to  its  eonectioB.  Caa  it  h 
when  "  the  greatest  evil  and  the  origin  of  ail  ^ 
others,''  is  one  which  it  is  not  oal v  so  piaeticakk 
but  so  easy  to  ccrrect,that  we  shall  dcatioy  what 
we  might  cure? 

He  should  say  but  a  few  woedsas  to  the  preseoi 
condition  of  the  baak,  and  the  ehai«eMx  as^ 
aafety  of  iU  debts.  The  viewi  which  could  h 
taken  of  such  a  eobject,  must  certaialf  be  vcfj 
general  once.  He  did  iwt  mean  to  epwk  of  tht 
safety  of  the  holders  of  bank  notes.  That  woiU 
be  perfect,  if  half  the  dehu  of  the  iaati  to  tion  woe 
bad.  Bat  he  did  not  betieve  that  any  of  the  e- 
rora  impuled  lo  the  baak  had  impaired  or  ea^u- 
gered  its  capital.  The  notes  secuied  br  a  plcdlp 
of  stock  haa  beea  meet  objected  ta  8o  frr  is 
the  stock  was  pledged  at  par,  it  wae  evideat  tte 
the  security  was  nmeet-^if  not  in  all  cascf  iot 
prompt,  yet  ia  all  for  the  eveatual  payancat  d 
the  notes.  For  information  on  the  aobieetflf 
those  notes  and  their  aecnrtty,  he  referred  lo  u- 
hie  iai,  among  the  documents  which  had  bici 
publiabed. 

The  whole  value  of  the  stock,  as  the  aecaritf, 
estimated  at  par,  exceeded  the  whole  aaouat  of 
the  loans  whtch  it  was  pledged  to  aecnre  by  wf- 
wards  of  tL896,000.  Mt  diere  were  partacnk 
loaae  which  exceeded  the  value  of  ibe  stsc^ 
pledged  to  seoaic  them  (if  that  stock  were  eifr 
mated  at  par)  by  $45QJ73.  This,  then,  was  ik 
whole  amouat  of  stock  loans  which  exposed  tke 
capital  of  the  bank  to  any  hazard.  (The  steek- 
hoider  who  owed  the  par  value  of  his  stock  est 
equally  debtor  and  creditor  of  the  institotioa- 
tbe  opposite  quantities  neetralixed  each  other.) 
It  was  to  these  9460/XK),  that  the  inquiry  applied 
was  tbe  persoaal  security  givea  for  that  amooi: 
sufikieat  7  The  report  staled  **  tbat  the  pro  visin 
'  requiring  aa  endorser  for  the  excess  above  the 
'  par  value,  was  in  many  instances  efiTectualif 
'  evaded  by  some  of  the  largest  borrowers  becoe- 
<  ing  endorsers  Cor  each  other."  How  lar  tkt 
endorsers  were  responsible  men,  he  did  not  know. 
This  mutual  endorsemeni  was  one  of  the  evils 
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rhiek  th«  prtctiee  of  lendittg  npoD  stoek  tended 
o  remoTe.  Bat  when  it  wts  coDtidered  that  the 
rhole  BmoBnt  of  stoek  loeiit,  for  the  safety  of 
rhich  persoaal  seearity  coald  be  at  all  necessary, 
ras  in  Philadelphia  #173,450,  and  in  Baltimore 
(276,823,  it  most  be  admitted  that  there  miffht 
«  a  very  free  exohanffe  of  names  in  those  eities, 
tnd  these  ioeoosiderable  amoaats  be  yet  efj^to- 
illy  seeored.  He  thought  it  not  nnlikety  that 
he  eocomittiee  had  fallen  into  the  error  of  com- 
;>ariog  the  personal  secnrity  not  with  the  \noder* 
ire  sum  to  which  it  was  applicable,  (the  eicess 
»f  the  loan  abo^e  the  par  ralne  of  ttie  stock,)  bat 
irith  the  large  sam,  for  which  there  was  anoiher 
ind  an  adequate  security,  (that  of  the  slock.) 

If  th€  loans  on  stock  were  considered  safe,  the 
miy  class  of  debts  which  the  committee,  from 
ttty  inforaoation  before  them,  had  reason  to  sop- 
K>8e  eiposed  to  risk,  (and  they  had  that  reason 
aly  from  their  magnitade,)  was  that  of  the  debts 
lae  in  the  Western  States.  He  had  admitted 
hat  aome  years  most  naas  before  the  greater  part 
if  these  eoold  be  paid.  But,  althoogh  the  cir- 
tomstaneea  of  those  States  made  it  likely  that 
bey  coald  not  be  promptly  paid,  he  saw  no  rea* 
loo  to  beltcTe  that  they  miffht  not  be  paid  even- 
oally.  In  the  meantime,  they  might  be  consid* 
rred  as  diminishing  the  aetire  capital  of  the 
Mink.  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  true,  (where 
he  condition  of  the  conntry  or  the  charter  of  a 
wnk  prerenis  it  horn  owning  funded  stock,)  that 
ong  Joans  to  iadirldnals  may  not  properly  be 
ttade-*>lNit  he  was  afraid  to  engage  in  this  di* 


He  bad  as  yet  said  nothing  ss  to  the  Tiolation 
>f  the  charter.  It  was,  indeed,  in  bis  view  of  the 
natter,  a  sabjeat  of  no  great  importance  to  deters 
nine  whether  a  legal  and  technical  violation  had 
seen  committed.  If  the  pablic  interest  rcqaired 
Lhat  the  iaetitotioB  shoora  be  preserved,  ibe  Le^ 
^slature  woald  preserve  for  the  same  reasons  for 
which  they  had  establisbed  it.  The  qoeetion  of 
law  would  be  omi^  beuer  discussed  by  those  who 
were  acqnainted  with  its  iatrieaeies,  and  he  had 
detaincNi  the  Committee  so  long  upon  the  other 
txraochet  of  the  argument,  that  he  woeld  com- 
kiebt  very  briefly  vpon  this.  He  diflbred,  bo 
believed,  upon  this  salneot,  from  M  the  meat- 
hers  of  the  committee.  He  thought  that  none  of 
the  acta  alleged  amoooied  to  a  vielaciton  of  the 
ebarter. 

The  £rst  violation  of  the  charter,  as  aHe|red  in 
the  report,  waa  that  of  purohasiog  two  millions 
of  pabh'e  debt.    The  bonk,  when  engaged  in  im- 
porting speeie  from  Burope,  had  sold  two  millions 
of  its  funded  stock  in  Bogfland.    This  stoek,  in 
the  hands  of  the  bank,  was  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government.    Before  it  bad  been 
subscribed  to  the  bank,  it  had  been,  by  the  condi- 
tion of  the  loao,  irredeemable  nntil  the  year  1885. 
The  bank  snpj^osed  that  it  waa  reatored  to  this 
irredeemable  cbAracter  when  it  again  became 
private  property.    He  conftssed  that  he  thought 
so;  and  he  believed  it  to  be  a  common,  and  even 
i^e  general  opinion.    The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ty thonght  otherwise,  and  insisted  npon  th« 


right  to  redeem  the  stock  which  had  been  sold  in 
England.  The  loss  which  t^e  purchasers  wonid 
in  this  way  have  sostained  would  have  impeach* 
ed  the  credit  of  the  bank.  To  maintain  it.  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proposed  that  the  t>ank 
should  purchase,  on  account  of  the  Government, 
the  same  amount  of  stock  which  it  had  sold ;  and 
it  did  so. 

The  charter  provides  that  the  bank  shall  not 
purchase  any  public  stock.  The  merest  verbal 
construction  ot  the  sentence— the  interpretation 
to  be  obtained  from  a  dictionary— wonlcl  be,  that 
that  the  bank  should  not  ^  acquire  by  buying,'* 
it  should  not  become  the  owner,  by  purchase, 
of  the  pablic  stock.  And  it  did  not.  There  was 
aot  a  moment  daring  which  the  bank  was  the 
owner  of  the  stock,  which  was  at  once  transferred 
from  the  individoals  who  sold  it  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  he  would 
willingly  waive  the  verbal  question.  What  was 
the  intention  of  the  prevision  ?  That  the  bank 
should  not  become  the  owner  of  fended  stock,  so 
as  to  ea  banco  the  price  when  the  Government 
wanted  to  buy,  or  to  reduce  it  when  it  wanted  to 

I  borrow.  AikI  how  could  either  of  these  evils  re- 
salt  from  its  baying  at  the  instance  of  the  GbV' 
ernment,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government, 
any  amount  of  stock  whatever?  But  it  did  not 
act.  the  report  says,  as  an  agent  in  the  purchase 
of  the  stock,  because  it  contributed  out  of  its  own 
tode  a  part  of  the  price.  The  committee  ap* 
peered  to  him  to  have  confounded  two  acts  which 
were  very  distinct.  The  bank,  if  the  Secretary 
was  rrgh^  was  clearly  bound  to  pay  the  difference 
between  the  par  value  of  stoca  and  its  actual 
price  to  those  to  whom  they  had  sold  it  as  irre- 
deemaUe,  bat  in  whose  hands  the  Secretary  de*> 
termined  to  redeem  it.  It  was  as  well  to  pay  it 
to  tbe  Government.  Suppose  it  to  have  done  so, 
(and  it  substantially  dio,)  where  was  the  law 
wbicb  forbade  it,  a(tboa|h  it  had  contributed  a 
part  of  the  Ainds,  to  act  in  its  usual  and  conve- 
nient cbaracter  of  the  agent  of  the  Government. 

If  tbe  purehase  In  question  be  one  which  is  pro* 
hibitcd  by  the  charter,  the  directors  who  mnc* 
tioned  it  are  liable  by  law  to  a  very  heavy  fine. 
Would  any  member  propose  that  they  should  be 
prosecuted  for  this  act  of  defence  and  benefac- 
tion to  the  Government?  Could  It  be  that  this 
puvchasa  was  not  such  a  '^deaHng  in  stock''  as 
could  safajeet  the  individimls  who  made  It  to  per* 
sdoial  respoBsibility,  and  yet,  that  ft  should  sub- 
ieet  the  iostitation  itseif  to  the  penalty  of  disso- 
lutOn  ? 

The  second  alleged  violation  of  charter  con* 
sisted  in  not  requiring  the  payment  of  the  second 
or  third  instalments  in  coin  and  funded  debt. 
What  are  thejpowers  of  the  directors  as  to  the 
debts  due  to  the  institution  generally?  They 
may  chaage  the  security,  they  may  prolong  their 
credit,  they  may  vary  both  the  time  and  place  of 
payment.  Mr.  L«  did  not  see,  when  the  bank 
was  once  in  operation,  that  the  power  of  the 
directors,  in  respect  to  instalments,  was  not  pre- 
cisely the  same  aa  in  every  other  debt.  The  com- 
mittee say  that  tbe  bank  shonid  have  Inabted  upon 
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'*  the  tpeeifie  thiag."  WbeD  «  bank  it  once  in 
operatioD,  ic  mutt  consider  iu  own  notes  as  spe- 
cie :  and,  under  the  compact  with  the  State 
banks,  the  National  Bank  was,  in  fact,  obliged  to 
consider  their  notes  as  specie.  The  qaestion,  in- 
deed, resolves  itself  into  two :  1.  Ought  notes  of 
the  National  or  State  banks  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted in  payment  of  the  instalments  ?  2.  Ought 
any  discounts  to  have  been  made  to  subscribers 
to  the  bank? 

Can  it  be  seriously  contended  that  the  bank 
ought  not  to  have  received  its  own  notes  as  spe- 
cie? You  appear  at  the  counter  with  91,000  in 
its  paper.  It  refuses  to  receive  it,  and  insists  that 
you  should  go  through  the  process  of  causing  the 
specie  to  be  brought  from  its  vaults,  paid  to  you 
by  the  teller,  and  then  to  the  teller  by  you,  and 
everything  would  be  formal  and  right.  The  sil- 
ver might  then  be  restored  to  its  former  place. 
So  even  with  the  State  bank  notes.  The  Na- 
tional Bank,  it  is  said,  ought  not  to  have  received 
them.  You  most  then  have  drawn  specie  out  of 
the  State  bank,  paid  it  into  the  National  Bank^ 
the  National  Bank,  under  iu  compact,  must  have 
lent  it  immediately  to  the  State  bank  ftom  which 
it  had  been  drawn;  and,  after  the  whole  ma- 
noeuvre was  over,  the  specie  must  have  resumed 
the  position  which  it  had  left  in  the  morning. 
There  was  but  one  possible  mode  by  which  the 
payment  of  the  instalment  "in  the  specific  thing" 
could  have  been  secured,  (if  it  could  have  been 
at  all  secured,)  bjr  delaying  the  commencement 
of  operations  until  they  were  paid.  The  attempt 
would  have  been  very  iniurioos  to  the  country, 
it  was  incompatible  witn  the  proposals  of  the 
Qovernment,  and  was  interdicted  bv  the  law. 
He  had  enlarged  enough  upon  this  subieet  in  the 
commencement  of  his  observations.  The  lar^e 
amount  of  notes  which  the  bank  threw  into  cir- 
culation, if  not  a  single  note  had  been  disoonoted 
for  a  subscriber,  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
causing  the  instalmenta  to  be  paid  in  notes,  not 
in  coin.  They  would  be  paid  in  whichever  of 
these  articles  could  be  most  easiljr  obtained,  and 
if  the  issue  of  it  was  large,  the  article  most  easily 
obtained  must  be  paper. 

It  was  hardly  important,  then,  if  they  dia- 
countad  at  all,  whether  they  discounted  to  sub- 
scribers or  not.  But  why  should  they  not  7  The 
Tery  business  for  which  the  directors  were  ap- 
pointed was  to  lend  money.  If  a  subscriber  paid 
ope  moment,  the  directors  might  properly  lend  to 
him  the  next.  If  specie  were  drawn  from  a  State 
bank  in  one  hour,  they  would  properly  lend  it  to 
the  bank  the  hour  aftar.  Did  not  this  imply  that 
thev  might  prolong  the  credit  of  the  subscriber, 
and  receive  the  note  of  the  bank  ? 

The  observations  which  he  had  made  applied 
to  the  discounts  for  instalments  generally.  There 
were  peculiar  reasons  in  favor  of  those  whieh  were 
made  between  the  3d  and  23d  of  January,  1817, 
under  the  resolution  of  December  18,  whieh  made 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  io  relation  to  them  not  only 
allowable,  but  wise.  He  had  neither  strength  nor 
time  to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  but  he  had  on  his 
table  th^  names  of  all  the  discouAterS|  and  an  ex- 


aminatioft  woald  show  that  thty  were  not,  it 
generali  larce  stockholdeisy  and  that  the  greac 
proportion  of  their  notes  was  paid  at  aasitiirity. 

But  the  report  says  that  the  direeUMs  abas- 
doned  the  means  of  coercion  glveh  bf  the  clM^ 
tar,  and  gained  nothing.    It  was  tnie  that,  in  dii- 
counting:  a  nota  for  a  subscriber,  to  enable  him  b 
pay  his  instalment,  they  gave  up  the  mcaai  d 
coercion  which  the  withholding  the  dirideaii 
might  furnish.   But  did  they  gain  nochini^ ?   Wst 
it  not  notorious  that,  under  the  common  eoescrae- 
tion  of  the  charter,  it  was  consideied  fair,  aatf  use 
discreditable,  to  postpone  payment  of  the  wttA 
meot  and  abandon  the  dividend  ?   No  maa^  eitiEC 
has  been  hurt  by  this  delay  in  payinf^  the  tasnl- 
ment.    The  first  gain  of  the  banl^  then,  wai  that 
of  pledging  the  personal  credit  of  the  sehserifer 
to  nis  punctuality.    The  second  |id vantage  whiek 
the  bank  aained,  it  might  have  been  ezpeearff 
coald  not  have  been  overlooked  or  diepnted-Hke 
actual  payment  of  one-fourth  part  of  each  sksR 
in  funded  stock.    The  third  advantage  was  tk 
pledge  of  stock,  with  the  power  immediately  a 
•ell  It  upon  the  failure  of  the  enbeeriber  lo  psf 
bis  note.    He  would  Tentnre  to  mj  that  thcR 
was  not  one  of  these  notes,  the  paymeat  of  whiek, 
at  naaturity,  might  not  have  been  eaforeed  by  thii 
provision.    The  statement  sivea  br  the  commit- 
tee of  the  price  of  stocks  during  die  year  1817, 
would  establish  this  propoaitiott. 

He  mast  here  soogest  the  argaaieBt  whiek 
had  been  anticipated  hy  the  gentleman  firem  Fir- 
ginia.  In  January,  1817,  if  the  tianaactioasf 
which  he  was  speaking  was  wrong  aad  w» 
chievooiS  Congrees  knew  it— knew  it  in  time  ta 
prevent  it.  A  committee  was  instmeted  to  h- 
quire  into  the  subject.  This  committee  teportti 
that  there  was  no  oeemion  for  the  iatenMaiasB 
of  Congress,  and  Congress  did  not  later&cu  A 
friend  of  his  from  Georgia,  proponed  a  teaeluMS 
that  the  public  depositee  ahoold  he  withhsH 
while  the  plan  whieh  the  committee  diaapprtn 
was  persevered  in.  The  resolatioa  was  adeqasii 
to  its  object.  The  Hoase  did  not  take  it  s^ 
Since  that  time  how  many  porehaaefa  have  be- 
come interested  in  the  stock,  who  have  iicfsr 
suspected  that  Congress  would  paniah  Tindi^ 
tively  an  act  whieh  it  would  not  iaterpese  to 
prevent! 

The  third  instance  of  violation  of  eharter,  ii 
mid  to  consist  in  the  paymenta  of  diridends  is 
delinquent  stoekholdeia.  These  dividends  were 
paid  when  their  subscriptions  were  received,  aai 
they  ceased  to  be  delinquenu  If  he  underatoei 
the  documents,  the  whole  amount  of  dtTiden* 
so  paid,  of  which  he  had  any  evidence,  wis 
$1,460;  but  from  this  the  intermt  which  thef 
paid  must  be  deducted^  and  they  poasibly  re- 
ceived 9360  more  than  thev  were  entitled  to. 
The  precise  amount,  indeed,  is  not  important 
And  by  whom  were  these  dividends  paid  ?  Did 
the  directors  order — did  they  know  it?  He  re- 
ally did  not  think  that  the  paymeat  of  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars,  howerer  erroneously,  by  s 
subordinate  oflker,  could  be  justly  poaiahed  by 
the  loM  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  or,  to  uke 
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the  test  proposed  hj  the  epnanictee,  "that  it  de- 
feated the  very  objects  of  its  iastitutioD." 

The  foarth  alleged  TiolatioD  consisted  in  allow- 
ing bad  votes  to  be  given  at  elections.  Without 
reference  to  the  Dumber  of  these  votes,  or  to 
their  effect  opon  the  election,  he  was  williog  to 
leave  theehargcii  without  argument,  to  the  uom- 
mittee. 

He  bad  attempted  to  show  that  the  dissolntion 
of  the  bank  charter,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  was 
nor  iri8e*-as  a  penaltjr,  that  it  was  not  le^al. 
Bat  what  is  just?  You  ail^e  that  the  institu* 
tion  has  beea  misoutDaged*  You  admit  that  the 
stockholders  have  been  the  principal  sufferers, 
and,  in  resenimant  of  their  wrongs,  you  ruin 
them.  You  censure  the  conduct  of  a  direction 
of  which  yoo  appointed  the  most  active  mem- 
bers and  the  head,  and  you  mulcts  perhaps  to  the 
roin  of  their  fortunes,  the  men  whose  error  con- 
sists in  supporting  yout  appointmentSi  and  con- 
fiding in  your  superintendence. 

On  the  whole,  he  should  vote  against  all  the 
resolotions  before  the  Committee.  His  friend 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  a  Leyislaiure  may 
repeal  any  of  iu  acts.  Can  a  Legulature  make 
a  contract?  To  asaume  the  power  of  annulling 
contracts,  is  to  lose  the  privilege  of  making 
them. 

The  proposal  for  issuing  a  scire  inoias  had  cer* 
talnly  ihe  rtcommendatioa  of  being  within  the 
CoDsiilutionaJ  powers  of  Congress.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  show  that  it  had  no  other. 

Mr.  L.  jtmid  he  was  too  much  fatigued  to  dis- 
cuss the  resolotions  proposed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  select  committee.  He  was,  however,  glad 
that  he  bad  withdrawn_di.e  most  obi^otionnble. 
Of  those  which  fTisamed,  some  might  do  a  little 
good,  and  some  a  little  harm ;  some  appeared  to 
him  to  be  absolutely  nugatory,  and  nearly  all^of 
them  nnimportaiit.  He  could  not  understand 
how  the  maiolenance  of  a  great  institution,  pow- 
erful as  all  men  allowed  it  to  be,  for  good  or  mis- 
chief, should  be  made  to  jUpfind  upon  such  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  Ttuir  said,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  em- 
harrasBOMnts  under  which  he  rose  to  address  the 
Committee.  The  late  hour  of  the  day  would  be 
enough,  ia  iiedf,  to  advise  him  of  iu  exhausted 
patience.  But  a  r^^rd  to  ihe  economy  of  time, 
u  recoUedioa  that  but  ieir  days  remained  for 
kgislafion,  iodneed  him  to  proceed.  From  the 
moment  that  the  Speaker  thought  proper  to  con- 
fer on  me  the  honor  of  an  appointment  on  the 
committee  whose  report  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, op  io  this  time,  I  have  felt  the  responai- 
\nhtf  of  ay  situation.  It  is  known  to  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  represent  a  district  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  decision  of  the  questions  now 
depending.  It  is  known  to  this  Committee,  that 
it  became  my  duty  to  present  a  petition,  signed 
by  many  of  my  most  respectable  constituent^  the 
other  day.  to  the  House,  adverse  to  the  course 
which  I  snail  pursue.  I  can,  however,  sir,  neither 
look  to  the  right  nor  the  left— my  own  personal 
fspularity  can  have  no  inftueaoe  over  me,  when 
tbe  dietnics  of  ay  hesi  jndgaaati  and  the  obli- 


gations of  an  oath,  require  of  me  a  particular 
course.  Under  such  circumstances,  whether  I 
sink  or  swim  on  the  tide  of  popular  favor^  is  to 
me  a  matter  of  inferior  consideration.  It  is  my 
misfortifne,  also,  to  follow,  in  this  debate,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina, (Mr.  Lownoes,) 
whose  views  are,  in  the  general,  most  luminous 
and  correct.  Upon  this  question,  however.  I  am 
forced  to  differ  from  him.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
has  dwelt  upon  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
bank.  He  has  presented  you,  alone,  the  fair  side 
of  the  picture.  In  many  of  his  views  I  concur 
with  him,  but  it  becomes  us  to  examine  both 
sides  of  the  painting.  He  has  represented  this 
institution  as  vitally  connected  with  the  pra- 
perity  of  the  country.  Iu  destruction  is  to  be 
attended  with  the  mat  fatal  coaequenca.  And 
are  we  come  to  this?  Shall  we  be  faced  to 
countenance  speculation  and  fmud  from  the  fear 
of  encountering  the  evils  of  putting  down  this 
system?  Is  it  so  completely  interwoven  with 
our  bat  interau  a  to  endanger  thorn  intaeau 
by  putting  it  down?  Doea  this  Government: 
indad,  rat  on  this  corporation  for  stability  ana 
sunport  ?  I  annot  believe  it.  We  are  not  yet 
reduced  to  such  a  state  of  degradation.  Sir,  if 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  exated 
his  talenu  for  the  purpae  of  devising  a  scheme 
by  which  we  could  have  succewfully  extricated 
ouralres  from  our  preant  embarrauing  situa^ 
tion,  I  cannot  but  think,  with  all  respect  to  that 
ffentleman,  but  that  he  would  much  more  beno'- 
ficially  have  employed  thae  talenu  than  by  the 
course  he  has  thought  proper  to  pursue.  It  the 
evils  of  this  system,  as  diaload  in  the  report  and 
tatimony,  be  not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  dirat 
a  scire  facias,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  I  demand 
to  know  what  would  be  considered  a  sufficient 
inducement? 

Sir,  in  many  of  the  views  which  the  gentle* 
man  ha  uken,  I  concur  with  him  entirely.  That 
the  bank  has  acted  correctly,  in  some  instancea 
no  one  can  doubt.  That  the  effecu  of  rame  of 
iu  meaura  have  ban  beneficial,  I  am  willing  to 
admit.  It  ha  facilitated  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury ;  it  may  have  gone  far  to  introduce  aa 
uniform  currency  among  us.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  canvass  thea  propositiom.  But,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman ha  alluded  to  some  expreaions,  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which,  I  think,  are  sus- 
ceptible of  defence.  I  allude  to  the  remarks  he 
has  made  on  the  subjat  of  the  aublishment  of 
an  agency  in  England  to  pay  over  the  dividends 
to   foreign    stockholders.     The    report    barely 

Slanca  at  the  propriety  or  imnropriety  of  the 
ank  undertaking  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange. 
It  wa  a  question  which  the  committa  did  not 
feel  a  dispaition  to  decide.  But  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agency  in  England  wa  esteemed  a 
repreheosible  because  of  lU  being  viewed  as  a 
part  of  the  system  which  was  adopted  to  inflate 
the  price  of  stock.  The  theatre  wa  enlarged, 
and  the  demand  increaed.  I  cannot  conaive 
how  the  domestic  stakholder  wa  to  be  benefited 
by  the  adoption  of  the  meaure.  It  certainly  did 
not  add  one  cent  to  the  profits  of  the  bank,    it 
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dM  DOC  iaspm  ii  wkh  iactcticd  ability  to«Blarf« 
its  diMomits,  and  I,  like  tbe  committee,  fed  timt 
it  can  only  have  been  intended  for  tbe  porpoeee 
I  haTe  before  stated* 

Another  expression  has  also  been  exempted  to 
by  tbe  gcnilemaa  from  Booth  Carolina,  yiz: 
**  tliat  the  loans  aetnaliy  made  were  most  of  them 
* nnreasonablo  and  excessive  in  their  amount; 
'  they  wen  not  made  to  the  merchant  and  trader, 
'  hot  to  a  few  persons,  consisting  of  director  . 
*  brokers,  and  speculators."  Loans,  on  a  pledge 
of  stock,  were  certainly  made  indiscriminalely  to 
all  who  applied,  bnt  tnnt  most  of  the  large  and 
ex6essi?e  loans  were  made  to  the  persons  de- 
scribed, from  my  recollection  of  facts,  admits  of 
no  donbt.  Tnie,  sir,  of  the  names  of  fourteen 
persons,  which  were  selected,  not  from  any  in- 
formation proTionsly  in  the  possession  or  tbe 
committee,  but  merely  in  consei|oence  of  the 
amount  of  the  loans,  we  were  informed  that 
ssTen  were  merefaani^  lltn  brokers,  and  two  not 
fidiing  under  either  description  of  character.  Tet 
I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman,  if  the  ssTen 
merchants  were  not  aetnaliy  dealers  in  stock; 
and  whether  the  loans  thus  made  were  not  owing 
to  the  facL  of  the  discoanter  baring  receited  a 
ttnasfier  of  the  stock,  under  the  resMution  of  the 
board  of  directors,  authorizing  such  transfer  ?  I 
do  not,  therefore,  esteem  the  expression  in  the 
fopott  linble  to  the  exception  which  has  been 
taken  to  it*  I  repeat,  the  most  of  those  who  ob* 
tained  large  loans,  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  were 
actually  speculators  and  brokers. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  disposed  of  the 
exceptions  taken  hj  the  honorable  member  to 
same  of  the  exprcssMos  of  the  report,  I  proceed 
to  att  investigation  oi  the  subject  more  immedi- 
ately under  consideration.  The  question  whether 
it  be  proper  to  direct  a  scire  facias  against  the 
bnnk  divides  itself  into  two  heads  of  inquiry. 
First,  whether  the  charter  has  been  so  violated  as 
to  inure  a  forfeiture  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  expedient 
10  exact  the  forfeiture?  The  decision  of  the 
first  would  prtelnde  me  from  an  im|uiry  into  the 
second.  Por,  sir,  inasmuch  as  I  believe  the  crea- 
tion of  this  corporation  to  be  unconstitutional,  I 
cannot,  withoot  n  violation  of  my  oath,  hesitate 
to  repair  the  breach  thus  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  an  opportunity  presenu  itself  of  doing 
so^  without  violatini^  the  public  Unth.  Bnt,  be* 
Ueving  also,  that  it  is  expedient  to  put  it  down, 
and  other  gentlemen  feeliuff  themselves  nt  liberty 
to  follow  up  that  inquiry,  fpropooe  to  express  to 
you  my  views  on  that  subject. 

I  contend,  then,  Mr.  Chairman^  that  this  char- 
ter has  been  violated,  and  that,  if  subjected  to  in- 
vestigation before  a  court  of  justice,  it  will  be  de^ 
dared  null  and  void.  I  would  only  have  vou 
look  to  the  long  catalogue  of  crime  detailcu  in 
the  report— to  those  practices  calculated  only  to 
pumper  a  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  many— to 
the  corruption  which,  by  its  illicit  gnins,  almost 
Inughs  at  your  power.  Shall  we  be  told,  with 
these  facts  staring  us  io  the  face,  that  this  charter 
has  not  been  violated  1  Say  that  no  particular 
clause  has  been  violated— that  the  votes  were  ta- 


ken uoeording  to  the  first  fuoiaaMBtal  article  k 
the  eharcer— that  the  ^^fiOOJKO  iu.  specie  n- 
quired  has  all  beea  paid  in--5et,  I  deuiand  a 
know,  if  the  gient  objects  of  the  Inalitwtioa  htm 
not  been  defented  ?  Too  crente  a  thin^  for  fooi 
und  not  for  evil.  Tet  the  good^  in  •  CT^^ 
,  vnnishes,  nad  ovU  alone  exKtBL     x  on  i 


sure,  vanishes, 
porate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  udvaaeiY 
the  interests  of  nil  concerned,  nnd  the  nsae^ 
thus  created  is  mannged,  exdaslvnlyy  for  the  »t 
grandinemeat  of  a  few,  and  not  for  the  ^ood  oftk 
Is  not  this,  to  adopt  the  rule  laid  dowa  kf  tht 
committee,  so  to  misuse  the  powcrsjgrmnftiss  lo 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  charter  ?  Tbe  ms«  rep- 
rehensible proceeding  tnkee  plnne  nlmost<wi^ 
object  expressed  in  the  charter  is  disnppoistii 
nnd  can  it  still  be  insisted  that  tlie  eorporatun 
has  not  forfeited  its  frunchieeet  It  is  a  hnd 
and  grent  principle  for  which  I  contend.  It  is  ibr 
the  doctrine  of  responsibility  due  firom  the  cm* 
tore  to  the  creator— the  principle  on  vhick  ou 
Government  is  founded.  The  Preeideat  ii  n- 
vested  with  certain  powers:  yet,  if  he  abuson 
misuses  those  powers,  he  forfdto  Us  seat— ik 
object  of  his  election  is  dieappoiated — sa,  a 
regard  to  every  other  oflker  of  the  Qovers- 
mcnt.  Shallacorporatioadonebeirresponsiblcl 
There  is  nothing  in  reason  or  in  law,  to  Jostiiy 
the  idea.  But,  ifr.  Chairman,  if  the  posiiios  I 
have  assumed,  that  a  miMHO  of  a  tiaaehise  is  i 
forfeiture  thereof,  is  not  suflUieatly  supported  bf 
reference  to  the  principles  of  oar  Qovcramcsi 
whither  shall  we  look  for  siill  fuither  argunwit  ^ 

The  common  law  has  been  pronoaaced  ioop 
intive,  in  the  courts  of  the  Union,  by  nanny  to- 
omble  gentlemen.    But,  etr,  without  aioppiof  a 
inquire  into  thoccvrectnen  of  that  poeiiion,  I  in 
willing  to  vield  to  those  who  hold  a  diffeient  do^ 
trine  all  the  benefits  of  the  roles  flawing  fisn 
thnt  source ;  and,  under  the  prindplee  of  that  hv, 
I  shall  be  able  to  demonstrate  t^  cariectnea  d 
the  proposicion  for  which  I  nm  ooatead  iag.   N«t^ 
ing  was  more  easily  effected  than  the  farfeitut 
of  a  franchise  at  comioon  law.    The  autute  d 
18  Edward  IL  was  an  net  to  restore  Isaaehbei  (o 
those  who  had  lest  them.    Sandwich  lent  its  prir- 
ileges,  immunkiee,  nnd  fmnehises,  for  a  nrf 
slight  cause.    It  had  entered  iato  a  eaveaut 
with  the  abbst  of  St.  Austin,  in  Caaterbarf,  n 
ddiver  annually  to  the  abbot  a  cenaia  qnaatiq 
of  wine.    It  did  not  eompletc  its  eaaaganeac,  fea 
remained  indebtedonaccounttheiuof  aoune  twesif 
or  thirty  marks.    For  this  sam,  a  salt  was  laat- 
tated,  judgment  obtained,  and  an  exeeaiioa  iaaad, 
and  levied  on  the  pn^erty  of  the  corporatiea; 
and  because  some  of  the  inhabitants  mMuJe  a  ret- 
cue  of  the  property,  it  was  judged  by  the  coart 
and  afVerwards  sanctioned  by  PariiamoDt,  ikic 
tbe  town  had  forfeited  its  chslrter. 

My  bonoiufale  friend  from  Virginia,  (hir.  Jons- 
aon)  referred  yon  also  lo  the  cs»eof  the  King  m- 
the  city  of  London.  I  will  refer  gentlewien  a 
the  reasoning  ndopted  by  the  Attorney  Gknertl 
in  thnt  cnse,  to  corroborate  and  strengthen  ay 
position.  These  two  dties,  the  one  for  tbe  eoas- 
misnon  of  a  trespaai^  and  the  other  for  having 
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exceeded  its  powers  in  imposiD^  a  market  toll, 
were  declared  to  have  Ion  the  privileges  and  im- 
manities  secared  to  them  by  saecessive  acts  of 
Parliament,  aod  by  maffna  charta  itself.  Com- 
pare those  cases  with  the  present  case.  What 
is  this  ease  ?  Sir,  I  forbear  to  represent  it.  I 
wiU  only  refer  yoa  to  the  mass  of  testimony,  all 
which  goes  to  show  that  the  charter  has  been 
most  shamefniiy  perverted  to  the  purposes  of 
stockjobbing  and  speculation.  I  do  not  mean  to 
insist  that  these  cases  are  obligatory  on  us — far 
from  it.  I  am,  on  the  contrary^  disposed  to  think, 
that  it  woold  comport  belter  «rith  our  permanent 
good,  if  our  courts  would  carve  out  for  themselves 
a  course  of  decision  in  consonance  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Gbveroment.  But,  if  we  are  to  re- 
fer to  arguments  arising  under  common  law,  I 
repeat  again,  that  the  argument  delivered  by  the 
Attorney  Gkneral,  in  the  case  of  the  King  ve,  the 
city  of  London,  is  well  deserving  of  attention. 
That  case  has  always  been  quoted  as  an  evidence 
of  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  English  judi- 
ciary, to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch.  But 
the  reasoning  in  the  case  is  not  affected  by  that  | 
accusation  against  the  conrL  But,  in  truth,  we  I 
require  no  foreign  precedents  to  govern  us  in  de- 
ciding on  this  question  of  forfeiture.  The  charter 
contains  a  provision  which  will  silence  further 
inquiry.  It  expressly  declares  that,  if  a  scire  fa- 
doM  be  6vKtieA^  and  the  court  believe  that  any 
violation  t)i  the  charier  has  taken  place,  it  shall 
pronoonee  it  forfeited  and  null.  Before  we  di- 
rect a  JcireySicui^  wehave  to  satisfy  ourselves  of 
the  same  fact,  ana  the  question  recurs,  has  any 
such  violation  taken  place  ?  That  it  has  I  have 
no  doubt.  Your  great  object  in  creating  this 
corporation,  was  to  reclaim  the  country  from  a 
flood  of  paper,  irredeemable  in  specie.  You  wished 
a  bank  with  a  sufficient  specie  basis  to  cause  its 
notes  to  pass  currently  for  guld  and  silver.  As 
a  great  means  for  accomplishing  this  object,  cer- 
tain fandameotal  articles  were  raid  down.  The 
first  article  limited  the  number  of  votes  to  be 
given  by  each  stockholder.  It  was  intended  to 
deny  to  the  large  stockholders  the  power  of  de- 
feating your  intentions;  and  yet  what  it  done? 
Kvasion  ia  resorted  to,  and  in  the  outset  the  stlp- 
olationt  of  the  contract  were  violated,  and  instead 
of  giving  but  thirty  votes,  one  individual  gives 
eleven  hundred,  on  eleven  hundred  shares.  The 
stockbolder  has  accepted  a  covenant  on  certain 
poaitive  conditions  \  he  has  agreed  to  carry  it  into 
ezeeolioff  in  good  faith,  and  yet,  the  moment  after, 
he  violate*  a  fundamental  article.  He  has  also 
expressly  agreed  that  it  shall  be  fulfilled  or  for- 
feited; and  still,  when  the  fact  of  oonfolfilment 
ia  folly  eaubiished,  it  is  contended  that  no  for- 
feitnre  ensues.  I  should  rely  strongly  on  the 
groond,  that  a  violation  of  a  fundamental  article 
produced  a  forfeiture.  That  which  is  funda- 
mental cannot  be  altered — cannot  be  changed. 
Can  yon  remove  the  pillars  of  this  charter,  and 
yet  expect  it  to  stand?  Can  you  remove  the 
foaadatiuo,  and  yet  expect  the  fabric  to  remain  ? 
It  is  only  neceseary  to  state  the  proposition,  in 
Mdet  to  receive  the  answer.  The  gentleman 
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from  South  Carolina  has  contended,  that  this 
violation  was  the  consequence  of  the  acts  of  par- 
ticular individuals,  and  not  of  the  corporate  body, 
and  that  therefore  no  forfeiture  ensues.  How 
many  persons  were  concerned  in  the  violation  of 
this  article,  is  at  least  problematical.  Let  it  be 
recollected  that  Mr. Leiper  states,  in  his  deposition, 
and  he  was  not  only  a  director,  but  a  judge  of 
the  election,  that  he  divided  his  shares,  and  that 
it  was  generally  done  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
the  election.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  it  never 
was  discountenanced  by  the  directors.  They 
suffered  the  violation  to  take  place  under  their 
very  noses  ;  many  of  them  were  individually  con- 
cerned in  it,  and  not  a  syllable  of  reprehension  \% 
uttered.  But  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  is  not  based  on  le«al  principles. 
What  is  the  definition  of  aeornoration  aggregate? 
A  corporation  aggregate  is  described  to  be  **an 
^  artificial  bodj^,  composed  of  divers  constituent 
'  members,  ad  vutar  corporis  humani;  the  liga- 
^  meats  of  which  artificial  bod^  are  the  franchises 

*  and  liberties  thereof,  which  bind  and  unite  all  its 
^  members  together,  and  in  which  the  whole  frame 

*  and  essence  of  the  corporation  consist.''  It  is 
compared  to  a  national  body.  Sir,  if  any  one 
member  of  my  body  offend,  the  whole  body  tfears 
the  punishment.  If  my  finger  violates  the  law, 
my  body  pays  the  penalty.  If  my  hand  executes 
murder,  that  hand  is  not  lopped  off,  but  the  liga- 
ments and  arteries  of  my  system  are  cut  asunder. 
With  equal  propriety  might  the  natural  body 
complain  that  it  was  made  to  suffer  for  the  mis- 
deeds of  its  members,  as  that  a  corporation  aggre- 
gate should  complain  that  it  was  made  to  bear 
the  same  relation  to  its  members.  If  this  were 
not  the  correct  rule,  I  demand  to  know  in  what 
manner  you  would  reach  the  guilty  person  ? 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  effect  of  this  violation 
does  not  stop  here;  if  it  did,  it  might  be  over- 
looked. I  consider  it  the  root  and  foundation  of 
every  evil.  Shall  I  be  considered  as  expressing 
myself  too  harshly  when  I  say  to  you,  that  I  a»* 
cribe  the  non-payment  of  the  second  instalment, 
to  this  very  violation.  I  am  not  conscious  of  be- 
ing wanting  in  charity ;  I  am  not  aware  of  hav- 
ing too  much  gall  or  bitterness  in  my  nature , 
nay,  I  would  soone^  if  I  could,  frame  an  apology 
for  the  errors  of  my  fellow  men,  than  expose  them 
naked  to  the  sighu  But,  does  not  the  fact  stare 
ns  palpably  in  the  face,  that  the  resolution  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  authorizing  discounts  to  enable 
stockholders  to  pay  up  the  second  instalment, 
was  intended,  and  actually  applied,  to  the  benefit 
of  the  stockholders  residing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  whose  infiuence  had 
become  overwhelming,  in  consequence  of  the 
violation  of  which  I  complain  ?  The  man  who 
resided  at  a  distance  derived  no  benefit,  no  facilityi 
nnder  the  resolution.  He  had  not  been  among 
the  knowing  ones ;  he  had  not  heard  a  whisper 
that  such  a  resolution  would  be  adopted,  before 
its  actual  promulgation  ;  he  had  prepared  the  spe- 
cie and  stock  to  meet  his  engagements,  and  did 
meet  them.  Was  not  this  measure  then  not  only 
calcttlated  to  defeat  the  payment  of  speeie,  but  to 
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dlaappoiDt  the  very  iodacciDeot  vott  held  oat  foi 
pooctuality  ?  The  diTidendsof  deli oqaeot  stock- 
holders were  declared  to  be  forfeited,  and  yet  this 
orerweeaiog  iofluence  bad  the  effect  to  do  away 
this  salutary  regoUtloD,  and  to  caose  the  beoeBts 
of  panctaality  to  be  distributed  to  all  alike.  Nor 
did  the  evil  stop  here.  This  same  iuflueDce  pro- 
duced the  resolutioo  of  the  25th  AugU9t|  1817| 
authoriziog  the  loans  on  slock  at  9125  per  share, 
•ad  the  stockjobbiug  which  followed.  But  I  so 
farther,  and  I  feel  myself  authorized  to  make  the 
declaration,  that  the  present  situation  of  this 
eountry — the  distress  in  the  mercantile  world — 
the  bankruptcies  in  your  cities — are  in  ^K^*^^ 
measure  ascribable  to  this  very  violation.  What 
has  produced  the  great  drain  of  specie  from  the 
North  9  I  will  not  repeat  the  reasoning  contained 
in  the  reports ;  I  will  only  remind  you  of  the  ex- 
cessive a  rafts  from  Baltimore.  The  directors 
at  Philadelphia  saw  the  ruin  which  threatened 
them ;  they  protested  against  the  practice.  What 
more  could  they  do  7  They  dare  not  act  deois- 
ivelr  I  they  could  only  supplicaie,  and  entreat. 
And  why  not?  George  Williams  answers  the 
question-^names  could  be  obtained  in  Baltimore 
at  eleven  pence  a  piece.  These  excessive  issues 
had  the  effect  of  producing  a  curtailment  on  the 

Crt  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  the  State  I 
nks  were  driven  to  the  adoption  of  the  same 
system,  as  a  measure  of  self-defence.  Ruin  and 
oankruptcy  have  been  the  inevitable  effecta.  Sir, 
/eighteen  months  ago  we  were  prosperous  and 
happy.  What  now  is  our  situation  ?  Qloom 
and  despondence  in  our  cities — usury  stalking  at 
large,  and  boasting  of  its  illicit  ])[aifis,  while  hon* 
esty  and  industry  are  covered  with  rsgs,  the  mel- 
ancholy image  of  our  changed  condition.  Does 
it  not  follow,  then,  that  this  was  such  a  riolatioa 
as  was  calculated  to  defeat  the  objects  expressed 
in  the  charter  ?  We  are  disappointed  as  to  the 
mode  of  voting — as  to  the  payment  of  specie^ 
as  to  the  dividends;  and  every  measure  calculated 
to  produce  evil  has  grown  out  of  this;  and  yet 
my  friend  from  South  Carolina  gravely  conteMa 
that  this  charter  is  not  forfeited ! 

I  know  it  will  he  said  that  tba  course  pmsood 
in  subscribing  for  the  stock  of  other  bank*  wan 
similar  to  that  pursued  in  regard  to  this,  and  that 
the  charter  in  itself  was  not  sufficienily  guarded. 
For  myself,  i  can  listen  to  no  such  excuse.  Was 
this  stipulation  entered  into  merely  to  gull  and 
deceive?  Did  Congress,  at  the  time  of  creating 
this  charter,  introduce  this  article  that  it  might 
bt  violated  1  Did  the  stockholder,  when  he  aa- 
eepted  it,  accept  it  wiih  a  knowledge  of  this  con- 
dition—and shall  he  be  permitted  to  say,  '^  true,  I 
contracted  with  you  on  certain  conditions,  which 
I.never  intended  to  fulfil  ?"  Did  he  sign  it  witli 
ffood  faiih  or  with  bad  1  That  be  has  executed 
It  in  bad  faith,  there  is  no  doubt;  but  1  ask  of 
honorable  gentlemen  to  say,  if  they  really  do 
think  that  this  stipulation  was  made  out  of  mere 
sport,  and  to  afford  to  the  stockholder  an  oppor- 
tunity of  evincing  his  cunning  and  ingenuity  ? 
1  have  the  authority  of  the  charter  to  contradict 
such  a  conclusion.    But,  give  the  aiiguiiieftt  all 


the  force  von  please,  what  will  it  arail  ?    Tne. 
other  banxs  mar  havesuffipred  such  Tiolationtif 
their  charters,  (I  am,  however,  not  eognizsotat 
the  fact,)  and  nave  been  still  soflEered  to  exk 
Bui,  is  the  bare  circumstance  of  their  havisgo- 
caped  with  impunity,  any  evidence  of  the  1^- 
ity  of  their  conduct  1    Has  the  qveatioa  em 
been  presented  to  a  court  of  jastice  ?     In  onki 
that  it  should  be  urged  as  a  justificatioa  cf  us 
violation,  it  most  be  shown  to  have  receired  i 
legal  sanction.    Tou  cannot  justify  illegi/  sen 
by  illegal  acts,  or  the  violation  of  a  eoautet  6f 
the  violation  of  a  previous  contracu    Bit  thi 
charter  was  not  sumcientlv  guarded. 

Can  this  position  be  relied  on  1  What  leplf 
shall  1  make  to  it  ?  Sir,  1  present  the  coatnct 
to  your  view.  The  stockholder  bad  expmslf 
stipulated  to  observe  iu  proviaioBa,a»d  a  faityil 
compliance  on  his  part  is  guarantied  by  the  bs 
clause,  which  declares,  that,  unless  be  fnlils  hs 
undertaking,  the  compact  shall  be  ferfeiud  sii 
null. 

[Here  Mr.  Tucxxn,  of  Virginia,  it  being  ait 
late  hoar,  and  Mr.  Txi^na  having  given  vty, 
moved  that  the  Committee  sbonid  rise,  which  u 
accordingly  did.]     'V-W'^  * 

On  Mottdav  morning  Mr.  Ttumi  rcsamed  kk 
argument  of  Saturday.  He  recapitalafted  ihc 
grounds  he  had  taken,  aad  begged  leave  to  cs> 

Slain  a  remark  which  ha  then  made  in  reply  is 
Ir.  LowMDBa,  as  to  the  expression  that  mostsf 
the  large  and  excessive  loans  were  made  to  spet- 
ulators.    I  feel  myself  authorised,  be  seid^  to  r- 
peat  the  assertion  upon  more  mature  reftecuss, 
aided  by  reference  to  a  document  ia  nay  poeei- 
sion.    Let  me  not  be  mi^oaderatood — whcs  I 
speak  of  large  loans,  I  do  not  mean  loans  of  tcs, 
twenty,  or  even  forty  thousand  dollars,    F«. 
although  these  elsewhere  woald  be  cenaiJertA 
large  and  excessive,  yet,  at  Philadelpbia,  in  losl- 
ingover  the  books,  ibe  eye  being  attracted  b| 
greater  objeeu,  would  scarcely  rest  oa   them  br 
a  moment.    Sir,  I  will  give  you  the  aioooatiC 
such  loans  as  I  allude  to.    Oae  loan  of  $99JI0B 
to  one  individual ;  two  of  9123/)00  each  ;  ostsf 
SliO^OOO ;  another  of  1^66,900 ;  otheie  of  CtH,* 
000,  $365^000,  9400,000,  and  aootbef  of  $1^ 
000.  fiUicbof  these  iaaa  individual  loan,  or,  vtet 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  a  loan  to  iodividesli 
and  mercantile  firms.    I  am  not  peianitted  lo  d» 
close  the  names  of  these  disoouniers  uoless  tli 
House  should  demand  the  diselosare,  vnhick  I 
should  hope  it  would  not  do^  as  it  woold  oskf 
have  the  effect  of  iajoriog  private  credit,  twi 
lead  to  no  practical  resulu    I  have  gives  yoa  it- 
stances  of  the  loans  made  to  tea  diKeounien. 
forming  the  enormous  aggregate  of  $3  6ftM^ 
Can  any  one  pretend  to  juatifj'  soch  a  stau  d 
things  ?    Is  it  to  be  coaoteaanced  by  any  eoritti 
banking  principle  ?   The  baak  has,  in  fact,  coe- 
milted  an  act  of  suicide  against  iiself.     Can  il 
control  the  funds  thus  disposed  of?    If  ii  edopci 
a  system  of  curtailment,  must  not  cases  such  u 
I  have  mentioned  form  exceptions  to  tbat  sy» 
tern?    If  it  imposes  aa  equal  share  of  cartsil^ 
meats  on  such  persona  with  the  oiber  debtors  d 
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Ae  banki  banktopiey  wovld  be  th<  tneTitsftlt 

eoKsequence.    Sir,  (be  ffiothn'  bank  itteff  hts,  by 

iu  eott^act,  jwiified  me  in  etitevMiniDg  these 

»ptfiioiis.    Ji  hu  resorted  %6  a  euf  laUttent  of  its 

debts,  and  kis  nertr  touebed  tbe  diseouats  od 

pledged  stoek.    From  eigbt  to  tea  milltOB«  of  its 

debts  btre  tbas  escaped  redaction,  and,  of  course, 

aa  fscreised  pressure  has  fallen  on  oat  cities.    I 

do  DOC  esteem  it  neeessarf  to  p^ess  any  further 

tfaii  opinion.    It  most.be  obrioas  to  all.    What 

does  this  statement  ttfll  fartber  prote?    Does  it 

not  pro?e  tbe  influence  of  the  large  stockholders 

over  the  iastitutiOD,  in  conse<|ttenc^  of  tb«  diri- 

sioa  of  rotes  ?    Let  not  gentlemen  deoaiTe  them- 

seircs  to  another  point  of  Ttew.    The  petition  I 

aresented  yo«  tbe  other  day,  Mr.  Chairman, 

kriogs  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  with  dejected 

eooDteaaoce  and  eyes  swimming  with  tears,  the 

widow  luij^  tbe  orphan,  Whose  rands  have  been 

rested  in  t^uT  institution.    Tbey  are  made  to 

otter  corses  agninst  ds  if  we  take  any  step  to  put 

down  this  corporation.    Tbe  pictore  is  improp^ 

erly  filled  up.    It  is  thespeeomtor,  tbe  stoelrjob* 

her,  who  shooid  bave  been  presented,  koeeKng 

before  us.    He  alone  inflow  tn  be  aiTected.    The 

curses  of  tbe  widow  and  the  orphaa  will  be  ul- 

lered  agaiMsi  tfaem,  not  agaiinst  us.  for  we  are 

doing  \be  innoeeat  stoekMder  aii  aot  of  justice, 

by  relieriog  him  from  tbe  company  into  which 

be  has  fallen,  and  rentming  him  his  nvoney.    I 

shall  presently  show  that  it  is  to  his  interest  to 

kaTe  this  bank  pot  down.    I  hasten  to  a  promi- 

oeot  iastanee  of  viokitiott  of  this  oharter,  and  the 

Isst  which  I  shall  consider.    I  iheaa  tf  failure  to 

pay  the  iostatrnfeOts  in  specie  and  in  funded  debt, 

which,  althoogh  a  eonseqnende  of  tbe  preceding 

fioktion,  deserretf  to  be  distineily  eonstdered; 

Will  it  be  nrgwd  that  the  stockholders  were 
aathorized  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the  bank  ?  Upon 
what  prinelple  witl  this  be  justified?  Will  tbe 
coarse  poiaued  by  other  bnoka  furnish  any  justi- 
fteatioaT  Why  waa  tbki  ban^  created?  Was 
it  to  imitate  the  eianaple  of  other  banks,  or  to 
tvoid  thelf  enNWO'?  The  eotfirtry  was  flooded 
iHUi  paper  momff.  Oar  smtesmea  had  sketched 
oat  bMaga  without  number  iik  the  creation  of 
a  aiotiiptieity  of  ImtiNitiDBa.  When  the  scheme 
llm  etiae  op,  wevlth  was  peofmsed*  to  all.  This 
Inod  was  to  be  cottteteed  into  a  gnMeni  On  pa- 
pw  wiags  we  w^ere  lo  ha¥e  soarecF  to  the  height 
of  oar  wishes.  One  dollar  was  to  bemanuiae- 
tnred  into  tbrte*  The  mannfaetory  of  paper 
went  on.  Tbe  beggar's  rage  we¥e  even  coveted, 
iod  the  aHeya  of  otir  stveeis  ransacked  for  mate- 
ritb  to  conteit  into  money.  For  a  time  all  went 
oa  swimmtDglr •  The  dtisams  of  wealth  visited 
oar  pillows.  The  viiioa  was  brilliant— was  en- 
ehsatiog.  Wo  fatfoied  we  held  in  oar  embraces 
Xooih,aBd  boawiy,  and  onapotted  parity.  Boi 
^  sun  rose,  and  the  cop  of  our  joy  was  dashed 
from  oor  lipa.  Itwtead  of  holding  in  oilr  arms 
^«  form  of  loT«4ines8  and  yirtue,  we  foand  oor- 
*t\ves  io  tho  ombnees  of  an  old  and  haggard 
]"^h,  deforoned  in  her  features,  corrupting  by 
o^oampie,  and  breaihing  aronnd  her  ruin  and 
»^.   It  wwjtf  in  ttoth  the  leat  image  of  bank- 


rnptd^.    We  bad  forgotten  the  fable  of  the  dog 
and  his  shadow;  for  we  had  let  go  the  suhstanoe 
and  grasped  nothing  but  empty  air.    We  diseor- 
ered,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  We  had  exchanged 
gold  and  silvet  for  worthless  trash.    The  banks 
conid  not  redeem  their  notes— ihev  had  to  stop 
paymeai.    At  this  moment  the  National  Bank 
was  thought  of.    The  great  object  Was  to  seevro 
to  it  a  specie  payment,  for  wbtoh  purpose  seren 
millions  of  dollai^  was  directed  to  be  paid  <*ift 
the  gold  or  silver  coin  of  Spain  or  of  the  United 
Statesw"    Has  it  been  paid  1    It  is  admitted  that 
it  iMt  not.   Ha4  not  the  charter,  then,  if  it  means 
anythin|f,  been  Tiolated?    I  reason  ooi  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  sense.    Can  you  manafaetore 
gold  and  silver  coin  into  paper  ?    And,  if  this- 
process  cannot  be  performed  at  yoor  mint,  has 
the  bank  the  possession  of  tbe  secret  1    Yes,  sir, 
it  possesses  rbe  secret.  Ask  if  the  gold  and  sitrer 
has  been  paid ;  you  are  answered  in  tbe  afllrma- 
tire.    Ask  an  explanatiott  as  to  the  maniye#,  and 
you  are  told  by  the  wise  heads,  '*  why,  our  paper 
IS  eqoiraient  to  specie,  and  the  payment  has  been 
made  in  that.**    By  the  same  proeess,  too,  is 
Qoverameiyt  stock  maslofaetured  at  the  ba^nk. 
Bnt,  it  is  urged  that  the  bank  was  bound  to  re- 
deem its  notes  in  specie,  aiKi  that,  therefbre,  Ita 
notes  were  as  good  as  specie.    This  preseais 
another  enigma.    I  should  like  to  know  how  it 
w»s  to  be  called  on  to  redeem  its  notes  before  it 
had  any  In  cirealation?    This  seoret  was  nor 
discorered  before  the  Idih  December,  1816j  antl< 
the  second  instalment  fell  doe  directly  thereaf- 
ter.   And,  if  the  bank  had  not  gone  into  opeira*- 
tion  before  tbe  first  of  Pebrtmry,  I  shnnld  liite  to 
know  where  ita  notes  Were  to  be  obtained  ?    Aa 
to  the  second  instalment,  the  position  most  fail. 
ii  is,  howsTerj  said)  that  the  charter  did  not  con-' 
tain  prorisions  strong  enough  to  compel  a  eons 
pHance.    Tbe  forfeiture  of  the  diyideods  wasnoc 
soffioient.    And  yet,  at  the  very  moment  that  the' 
ineffietenef  of  tbisproriaton  is  complained  of,  the^ 
direetoiv  reader  it  still  more  feeble  and  ineffioienf 
by  throwing  open  the  doors  of  the  bank.    The' 
reaolutiott  oonines  the  (Ksoooats  to  aiookholderS| 
thtM  enabliag  those  who  woald  otherwise  have 
been  delinquent  to  pay  up  the  iastalment.  nor  in 
sneelo  and  funded  debt,  bni  faf  a  bhnk  aeeomuio^ 
elation^    Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  oonteod  that-the> 
direetore  had  toll' power  to  compel^  a  oompliaooo' 
with  the  siipolatioaa  eoatafned  in  the  ehaner. 
They  w^ht  have  instttuted  suits  Inr  the  eooNs^f 
justice  aoainat  those  who  might  have  been  deiin«>* 
qoeat;  1^  which  means,  I  venture  nothing  wheii 
1  say  they  eoald  have  recorered  the  amount  of 
the  instalment  in  specie  and  in  Government 
stoek,  with  interest  from  tho  time  it  should  have 
been  paid.    But,  if  this  course  was  donhtfut,  they 
might  have  reaeried  to  a  more  eflinient  exercise 
of  power.    Sappose  that  the  resolution  of  De- 
cember, 1816^  had  been  a  resolution  annooncing 
to  ali,  that,  nntii  the  second  instalment  was  paid,- 
no  delinquent  stockholder  shooid  leceive  no  ae- 
coinmodntion  at  the  bank.    1  verily  believe  that 
•such  a  eonrse  would  hare  prodoced  the  most  ben^ 
eioinl  effects,    it  would  have  eiiiMr  produced  r 
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pavmeot  of  the  iostalmeat  or  •  more  eqasl  die- 
triomioo  of  the  stock—- the  one  subterviog  the 
objeets  of  the  charter,  the  other  gnipplio|^  with 
the  spirit  of  specolatioD  end  overthrowing  u  io  its 
iDfaney.  It  woald  have  made  it  the  decided  in- 
terest of  the  large  stockholder  to  have  paid  up. 
The  men  holdinff  the  largest  qaaotiif  of  stock 
are  merchants.  They,  most  of  all  others,  re^aire 
hank  accommodation.  The  pressure  of  the  umes 
would  have  forced  them  to  look  to  the  hank  for 
aid.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  effect  described 
would  have  flowed  from  the  measure.  And,  if 
they  conld  not  have  paid  up  on  all  their  shares, 
they  would  only  have  retained  so  many  as  they 
could  have  paid  for.  No,  sir,  nothing  of  this  sort 
conid  be  done.  The  directors  dare  not  have  en- 
countered the  dislike  of  the  large  stockholders 
with  their  innumerable  votes.  1  think  it  would 
have  been  manly,  honorable  in  them,  to  have 
pursued  such  a  course.  They  might  have  met 
complaints  with  the  charter  in  their  hand*  They 
might  have  said  to  the  stockholder,  you  have 
made  a  solemn  compact  with  the  Government. 
Tou  are  bound  by  every  principle  of  honesty  to 
effectuate  your  undertaking.  When  you  have 
done  so,  and  not  before,  can  you  expect  any  ben- 
efit from  the  institution. 

As  to  the  third  instalment,  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  directors  are  not  culpable  for  the  manner 
of  the  payment.  I  do  not  require  impossibilities 
to  be  performed.  It  was  perhaps  impracticable, 
by  any  regulation  of  the  board,  to  have  prevented 
an  invasion  of  the  charter.  But  yei  the  stock- 
holder violated  the  covenant.  He  had  no  impos- 
sibility to  perform  ;  he  was  bound  to  pay  in  specie 
and  in  funded  debt.  Is  it  an  excuse  for  him  to 
aay,  it  was  easy  for  me  to  evade  my  contract,  and 
I  did  evade  it  i  Are  we  to  submit  to  such  mock- 
ery of  justice  ?  Do  we  sit  here  to  countenance 
such  evasions?  What  a  farce,  then,  is  your 
legislation  1  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina contends  that  the  bank  had  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  State  banks,  and  that  the  pro« 
ceedings,  as  to  the  second  instalment,  acose  out 
of  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  baak,  to  fulfil  that 
en^^emenu  It  is  only  necessary  to  say,  that 
this,  instead  of  diminishing,  iocreaaes  the  error 
of  the  bank.  It  had  no  right  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract which  shoold  force  upon.it  a  violation  of 
tho  charter ;  and.  to  carry  into  execution  such 
contract,  was  doubly  to  violate  the  charter.  But, 
if  I  am  wrong  here,  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen* 
tlemen,  what  is  the  date  of  the  contract  with  the 
State  banks  ?  Sir,  it  is  dated  the  last  of  January, 
1817.  When  was  the  resolution  to  discount  to 
stockholders  adopted  1  One  month  before.  So 
that  it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  the  bank  was 
nntrammeiied  by  any  engagemont  at  the  time  of 
its  having  adopted  the  resolution  to  which  1  have 
alluded.  But,  sir,  there  was  gross  injustice,  i 
will  not  say  fraud,  praciised  on  the  Qovernment, 
and  on  those  who  bad  ptid  up  the  second  instal- 
ment, by  admitting  those,  who  had  availed  them- 
selves  of  ibe  resolution,  to  come  in  for  a  share  of 
the  dividends.  The  first  had  paid  up,  according  { 
to  aoniraet  j  the  other  only  caaeelledone  obiiga-J 


tioB,  by  entering  intoaaother.    They  diaehatpi 
one  bond  by  giving  another.    They  added  nt 
one  cent  to  .tl^  ability  of  the  bank  to  discoaat; 
they  contributed  nothing  to  its  capita.1,  and  ad^ 
not  a  dollar  to  the  specie  in  its  vaolta.    If,  tim, 
the  profiu  of  the  bank  had  been  divided  aa«$ 
those  only  who  had  paid  op  in  specie  aad  paUk 
stock,  the  dividend  would  have  been  greater  a 
each.    The  bank  traded  on  the  specie  and  sioci 
which  my  constituents  and  others  paid  ia  as  tie 
first  and  second   instalments  and    divided  tht 
profits  of  trade  with  ihose  who  had  oot  adfsaced 
a  cent  on  the  second  instalmenL    It  maykoii 
that  it  was  the  loan  to  the  8toekiM>ldcn,  Uit 
caused  the  dividend  to  be  as  great.     The  posiMi 
is  not  tenable.    The  bank  obtained  oo  the  kai 
no  more  than  six  per  cent.,  aad  this,  without (k 
loan,  each  delinquent  would  have  been  boaada 
pay  ;  for  the  amount  due  for  the  instaliaeot  w«U 
have  borne  interest  from  the  tinae  it  fell  da 
Shall  we  not  only,  then,  suffer  the  charter  ts  k 
violated,  but  submit  to  be  deprived  of  oor  rigbifd 
gains?    For  one,  I  protest  against  it. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  geotlemaa  froa 
South  Carolina,/ Mr.  Lowhobo,)  that  tiM  subjeet 
of  this  violation  has  once  heretofore  been  beuic 
us,  and  that,  not  having  acted  then,  we  shoaii 
not  act  now.    What  waa  the  fact  ?    The  Home, 
soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  reaolotioa  of  D^ 
cember,  1810,  had  it  intimated  to  it  that  sack  i 
resolution  had  been  adopted.    The  sabjeet  vti 
referred  to  a  committee^  who  made  a  repsrt, 
founded  on  a  letter  from  a  director  caanally  a 
this  city,  (Mr.  Lloyd.)  and  which  reoort  v» 
neither  adopted  nor  rejectedi  but  ordered  to  he  as 
the  table.    We  had  then  only  a  partial  view  of 
the  measure;  we  knew  not  in  what  qurit  it  hd 
originated  s  we  knew  nothing  of  the  violatioaof 
the  firrt  fundamental  article  of  thecharter ;  we  «« 
not  that  it  was  but  the  bolt  which  opened  tie 
door  to  speculation  and  individual  nggraadin- 
ment.    These  thinga  were  then  coneealed  (nn 
our  view.    Bat,  I  ask  the  honorable  ffenticwu 
to  say,  what  meaanre  we  should  then  hnveadsfi- 
ed  ?    Shoold  we  have  taken  upon  onreelvet  tk 
management  of  the-  bank ?    Did  it  belong  to  as 
to  say  to  the  diieetora,  your  leaoiutioa  is  a  ted 
one,  and  in  violation  of  ihe  charter,  therefon 
rescind  it  1    Ori,  if  we  weie  not  to  pursue  th« 
courae,  does  jt  make  any  difereoee  whether  vt 
had  then  rescinded  the  charter,  or  do  it  novt 
Or  yes,  sir,  tliere  would  have  been  aooae  dific^ 
ence;  agreatdifierencein  thecasea.    Weahoald 
have  been  saved  the  pain  of  behohlinf  the  pictaie 
presented  by  the  report  and  testimony  \  we  shoaU 
have  been  saved  the  sight  of  this  cold  and  onfcei- 
ing  speculation  which  has  grown  op  among  » 
Nay,  our  reliance  on  the  virtue  and  integrity  et 
men  staadiog  high  in  our  confidence,  wookl  hare 
reroaiued  unshaken.    And  shall  we  now  he  re- 
ferred to  our  former  omissions^  to  justify  still 
further  omissions  ?    Shall  we  now  be  told  tha^ 
beesuse  we  did  not  punish  impropriety  is  iu  birth, 
we  must  not  approach  it  when  it  hna  gained  fall 
size  ?    Shall  it  be  said  that,  becanse  we  did  nol 
punish  the  infanty  we  ahali  net  extend  retrihutivt 
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JQstiee  to  the  adalt?  No,  sir,  now  is  the  time 
for  US  to  interpose.  Will  Dot  that  OTerwheimiog 
inflaeikce  which  heretofore  has  ruled,  still  role  7 
Will  a  change  of  directors  be  followed  oy  a  change 
of  meastires?  Where  is  the  security  which  yoa 
have  against  a  continaance  of  the  present  course  ? 
Will  tne  bill  reported  by  the  committee  produce 
a  change  ?  I  question  your  right  to  pass  it.  You 
can  annex  no  new  penalties.  The  contract  has 
been  accepted,  on  certain  conditions,  and  I  know 
not  where  your  power  is  to  be  found  to  alter  or 
enlarge  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  that  we  owe  something 
like  gratitude  to  this  bank  for  having  brousht 
about  specie  payments.  It  is  with  difficulty 
I  bring  myself  to  differ  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  upon  nnj  question  connected 
wiih  mercantile  or  banking  operations;  but  I 
cannot  admit  the  correctness  of  this  position  to 
the  extent  that  he  would  carry  it.  I  think  that 
the  incorporation  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
calculated  to  delay  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  State  banks.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  State  banks  bad  made  prepara- 
tory arrangements  towards  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments ;  they  had  curtailed  their  dis^ 
counts;  but  the  creation  of  this  bank  forced  upon 
them,  as  a  measure  of  self-preservation,  a  contin- 
uance of  the  course  they  bad  adopted.  Specie 
beiog  required  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders  of 
this  institution,  they  would,  if  the  State  banks 
had  opened  their  vaults,  have  collected  their 
notes,  and  drained  their  specie,  to  the  amount  of 
said  instalments.  I  thiniL  therefore,  that  the 
State  institutions  were  left  but  one  course,  and 
that  was  the  very  course  they  did  persist  in  until 
the  20th  of  February,  1617.  But,  sir.  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  contract  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  Bank  and  State  banks?  What 
great  sacrifice  did  this  corporation  make  on  the 
altar  of  public  good  1  The  State  banks  owed  to 
the  Gk>vernment balances  on  account  of  deposites; 
and  this  bank  gives  them  until  the  1st  July,  1817, 
a  period  of  upwards  of  five  months,  td  pay  up 
those  balances.  They  are,  however,  in  the  mean- 
time, liquidated,  and  made  to  carry  an  interest  of 
irix  |wr  cent.  Is  this  the  distinguished  and  pa- 
triotic act  which  is  to  restrain  further  proceedings 
against  this  body  corporate  ?  It  adds  to  its  profits 
by  the  contract — liquidates  a  debt — receives  an 
interest,  not  on  its  own  funds,  but  on  those  of  the 
Government — specifies  a  day  for  the  payment, 
and  this  is  to  cover  all  its  sins  and  follies.  It 
coald  not  better  have  subserved  its  own  interests. 
It  swelled  its  profits,  without  advancing  a  cent. 
True  it  agreed  to  throw  into  circulation,  a  given 
quantity  of  notes  by  the  1st  of  July ;  but,  1  ask, 
if  the  amount  of  the  discounts  contracted  to  be 
made  are  greater  than,  without  the  contract,  it 
would  have  made?  I  cannot  then  discover  any 
cause  of  ^titude,  growing  out  of  thisproeeed  ing  ? 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  look  to  a  more  efficient  cause 
for  the  resumption  of  speeie  payments.  1  look 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  State  Legislatures;  to 
thettsolotlon  of  Congress,  requiring  the  payment 
of  all  duea  to  the  Qovernment  to  be  made  in 


specie,  or  the  notes  of  banks  paying  speeie,  after 
the  20th  February,  1817,  as  the  great  cause  of 
this  resumption.    I  am  disposed  to  ascribe  more 
energy  to  the  arm  of  this  Government  than  to  any 
moneyed  institution. 

Under  every  view,  then,  which  f  have  been 
able  to  take,  1  think  that  the  bank  has  forfeited 
its  charter ;  or  at  least  that  it  becomes  us  to  direct 
the  scire  faciae.  If  we  differ  on  the  subject  of 
violation  and  forfeiture,  submit  it  to  the  court  to 
settle  the  question.  It  is  the  mode  pointed  out 
in  the  charter,  and  a^inst  it  the  stockholders  can 
have  no  good  objection. 

There  remains  now  but  one  branch  of  inquiry 
with  those  who  do  not  think  the  creation  of  thu  \ 
corporation  an  unconstitutional  act,  viz :  Is  itejc-  ^ 
pedient  to  direct  a  scire  facias,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  put  down  this  corporation  ?  1  contend  that  it 
is.  For  one,  I  enter  my  protest  against  the  bank- 
ing system ;  a  system  not  to  be  supported  by  any 
correct  principles  of  political  economy.  A  gross 
delusion— >the  dream  of  a  visionary — a  system 
which  has  done  more  to  corrupt  the  morals  of 
society  than  anything  else-^which  has  introdu- 
ced a  struffgle  for  wealth,  instead  of  that  honora- 
ble struggle  which  governs  the  actions  of  a  pa- 
triot, and  makes  ambition  virtue;  which  has 
made  the  husbandman  spurn  his  cpttage,  and  in- 
troduced a  spirit  of  luxury  at  variance  with  the 
simplicity  of  our  institutions.  I  call  upon  the 
warm  advocates  of  banking  now  to  surrender 
their  errors.  Shall  I  take  them  by  the  hand,  and 
lead  them  through  our  cities  ?  Bankruptcy  meets 
us  at  every  step ;  ruin  stares  us  everywhere  in  the 
face.  Shall  I  be  told  of  the  benefits  arisinff  to  com- 
merce from  the  concentration  of  capital  ?  Awar 
with  the  delusion ;  experience  has  exposed  its  fal- 
lacy. True,  for  a  moment  it  has  operated  as  a 
stimulus  s  but,  like  ardent  spirit,  it  has  produced 
acttvitv  and  energy  but  for  a  moment;  relaxation 
has  followed,  and  the  torpor  of  death  has  ensued. 
When  you  first  open  your  bank,  much  bustle 
ensues;  a  fictitious  gdddessj  pretending  to  be 
Wealth,  stands  at  the  door,  inviting  all  to  enter 
and  receive  accommodation.  Splendid  paiaoes 
arise ;  the  ocean  is  covered  with  sails ;  but  some 
alteration  in  the  state  of  the  country  takes  place ; 
and,  when  the  thouf^htless  adventurer,  seated  in 
the  midst  of  his  fkmily,  in  the  imaginary  enjoy- 
ment of  permanent  security,  sketches  out  to  him- 
self long  and  halcyon  days,  his  prospects  are 
overshadowed,  and  misery,  ruin,  and  bankruptcy 
make  their  appearanee,  in  the  form  of  bank  cur- 
tailments. If  this  be  true,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  men  for  its  truth,  1  demand  to 
know  if  you  can  put  down  the  system  too  soon  ? 
Can  we  too  soon  escape  the  dangers  by  which  we 
are  surrounded  ?  I  know  I  shall  be  told  that, 
even  if  we  put  down  this  bank,  the  State  banks 
will  still  exist.  Bven  if  true,  tne  position  is  not 
a  justifiable  one.  If  the  State  Legislatures  do  not 
follow  the  example  which  we  set  them,  we  shall 
have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  duty.  It  is  all 
that  can  be  asked  of  us.  But,  sir,  we  actually 
possess  the  lever  of  Archimedes,  and  have  a  foot 
of  ground  en  which  to  rest  it.    Omr  rerenae 


1828 


HfiSTOBT  OF  0QNOM8& 


182( 


ILovR. 


Mamkcfih§  ihikd  8Mm. 


1811 


WDOQou  to  Qf «rai\df  pf  tweatr  niltioii  4loUafs 
•Douftll^.  Reqgire  but  a  fonrtb,  or  even  a  sizth, 
to  be  paid  io  gDid  or  tilver,  what  would  he  tbe 
eflBpct  7  The  aaerchaiut  woold  oollect  the  aotes 
of  banks  and  demaod  specie  for  them ;  aad  tbas 
a  test  would  be  adopted,  bf  meaas  of  which  to 
aeeenain  the  aolveaef  ci  each  iaatitation.  The 
demaDd  for  specie  that  produced  would  have  the 
beneficial  effect  of  iotroduciog  ampo  of  it  into 
tbe  coontrjr ;  for  naooef  is  like  erery  other  arti- 
cte,  and  will  find  its  way  Io  the  market  where  it 
k  moet  waatiog.  The  system  miffht  beeo&arged 
gfadually.  oo til  your  wishes  should  be  coasam- 
aaud.  1  koow  tne  ground  which  I  occupy,  when 
I  urge  these  coasideratiens  apoa  yoo.  A  mao, 
regardful  alooo  of  the  fleetiag  aod  ephemeral 
popnkirity  of  the  hoofi  would  hesitate  ia  pressiag 
4hem  upon  yoia.  But  I  should  act  hold  mysctf 
dititled  to  your  coaoteDaace,  B&r.  Chairman,  to 
the  couniQDaDoe  of  honest  mco,  or,  what  ia  still 
mofi^  importaot.  the  approbatioa  of  my  coa- 
aeieoce,  if  I  ooold  be  opisratcd  on  by  such  mo- 
lives  or  fears.  Pardaa  me  for  still  farther  ex-* 
lr»diog  this  tiM|Qiry.  Thefc  are  three  parties 
intereeted  in  Ihe  queetioa  which  we  are  called 


to  decide — the  stockholder,  the  debtor,  aad  the 
QaTerament.  I  contead  that  h  to  the  interest  of 
the  honest  stockholder  to  put  down  this  bank. 

The  intereet  of  the  stodchalder  coneisu  io  the 
amount  of  dividends  which  he  receives.  At  this 
time  he  receives  hut  two  tad  a  half  per  cent,  se- 
mioannually.  Will  the  dividead  increase  or  di- 
minifb  ?  Bir,  it  has  coostaatly  baea  dimiaishiag, 
ami  must  continue  to  dimioish.  The  baak  has 
aow  but  twomilUon  seven  httodred  thoasand  dol- 
la»  of  specie  in  its  vayltCi  aod  thai  sum  is  daily 
and  hourly  diminishing.    Rzperieaoe  is  the  best 

eide,  and  that  of  the  last  three  years  proves, 
iroad  doubt,  tbe  rapid  aad  incessant  drain  of 
rue  from  the  vaults.  Let  the  direction  be 
igvd ;  let  an  entire  new  system  be  adopted ; 
the  JSast  India  tmde  will  still  continue,  aad  the 
demand  for  gold  aod  ailver  will  refloain  uachsng- 
ed.  From  what  quarter,  then,  will  the  bank  sup- 
ply deficiencies  1  It  originally  had  fifteen  million 
dollars  of  United  States  slock  paid  in  by  iadi- 
Ttdmtls ;  all  of  which  has  been  redeemed  or  sold, 
with  the  exception  of  between  three  aad  foor 
haadfed  thoaaaad  dollars.  This,  then,  vonld 
constitute  but  a  sleader  reliance.  To  what  other 
aource  will  it  look  ?  It  haa  a  halanoe  due  it  from 
State  banks.  Can  it  rely  on  that  ?  A  great  pro- 
portion theeeof  is  doe  from  the  Western  baaks ; 
and  the  very  instaat  that  the  Baak  of  the  United 
Statm  made  a  demand  for  specie,  they  have  clos- 
ed their  doors,  or  etoppad  specie  paymenti.  Ace 
the  other  banln  of  the  Union  ia  a  better  Mtoation  f 
Many,  no  doubt,  are ;  but  look  to  the  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  banks  of  this  District.  One 
ima  a  large  aiaonnt  of  aotes  io  circulation,  and 
thirty  tboasaad  doUan  in  its  vaults  omd  on  the 
food.  Whether  it  has  more  than  a  dollar  in  itfi 
rtLukiM  or  not,  the  amount  may  still  he  true ;  otheia 
ave  in  no  better  a  situation ;  while  some  few  are 
solvent  and  able  to  pay.  This,  loo,  is  a  litter  of 
Goagressiooal  creation.    Look  lo  Penapylvaaia :  I 


a  report  of  the  condition  af  iu  baofca  has  hm 
made,  if  I  am  not  misiaCbrmed,  by  or^er  of  tk 
Legislature.  They  have  immense  sanaa  in  cins' 
iation,  and  scarcely  paper  enough  to  carry  a 
their  daily  operations.    Nay,  sir,  one  baaL  il  1 
am  act  deceived,  with  alargeamoont  of  aotcsssi 
has  not  one  cent  of  gold  or  silver  in  its  rssia 
A  bank  in  Philadelphia,  its  title  i   forget,  sii 
some  other  of  the  banks|  appear  to  ha  ve  been  joit 
ciouslf  conducted.    From  the  other  States  I  kut 
seen  ao  return  which  can  positively  be  tdted  oe. 
But  I  think  the  two  references  I  have  anie  go 
far  to  show  that  the  United  Sutea  BaakeiiMt 
rely  for  a  suppiv  of  specie  oa  the  baJaaces  ia 
from  State  banlcs.    if  it  looks  to  the  atock  sab- 
scribed  by  Government,  tbe  commiasioaers  of  lia 
sinking  fund  will  be  bound  ia  duty  to  redeen  u, 
if  itabould  be  brought  into  market, and  aold  eiiMr 
at  or  under  par.  And  the  pay  meat  would  be  outde 
by  a  transfer  of  Government  deposites,  by  wiuck 
operation  not  a  cent  of  specie  mifht  be  added  ti 
the  bank.    But  say  that  it  is  sold  for  gold  andat 
vers  a  diminution  of  the  dividend  will  siiil  uki 
place.    The  stock  is  an  active  capital,  aad  yiel^ 
five  per  cent,  annually ;  convert  it  into  moocf, 
and  the  bank  will  have  made  an  exchange  of  u 
active  for  an  inactive  aod  improductive  capital 
The  same  thing  takes  place  if  it  cartails  iu  tw 
counts.    Aad  at  this  moment  that  is  t\ie  count 
which  it  is  drivaa  to  puraue.    I  venture  nothing 
then,  when  I  predict  that,  for  several  years  w 
come,  if  ever,  it  will  not  divide  a  greater  profit 
thaa  one  and  a  half  or  two  per  cenL  aemi-aoAS* 
ally.  Return,  then,  to  the  stockholder  hia  moser; 
suffer  him  to  use  it  in  his  own  way  ;  he  wtt, 
whatever  be  may  do  in  the  first  moment  of  da- 
appointment,  in  the  end  have  cause  to  thaak  yos. 
At  this  moment  the  •  institution  is  solvent  ^  ui 
although  I  would  not  expressly  say  tliat  it  woaii 
be  able  to  return  one  hundred  dollars  on  eae& 
share,  (for  I  have  not  the  d^ta  on  which  to  nste 
up  an  opinion,)  yet  I  am  certain  its  ability  wosl^ 
not  fall  fiir  short  of  that  point.    Let  not  geatie- 
mea,  then,  deceive  themselves.    The  widow  will 
not  curse,  but  bless  vou ;  the  orplma  will  ist 
meet  ua  with  taars^  but  with  sautes ;  the  Uad 
will  no  longer  labor  under  a  flattering  delusioa; 
and  the  spsculator  aloo?,  who  has  reduced  us  (• 
our  present  condition,  will  be  punished  for  kit 
floisdeeds. 

What  effect  will  it  produce  on  the  debtor  U 
the  bank?  Let  us  not  conjure  up  fancies  tf 
alarm  us.  It  U  the  part  of  children  to  trembif 
at  the  appearance  of  dann^er,  however  uareal ;  tf 
Is  the  part  of  men,  by  facimL  to  overcome  dift- 
culties.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina  bet 
piasfnted  yon  a  gloomy  picture  of  distress.  I 
regard  it  as  the  producuon  of  a  vivid  imagioa* 
tion.  Let  us  test  it  br  reference  to  facta.  The 
old  United  States  Bank  had  a  large  sum  due  it; 
I  believe  eighteen  or  twenty  million  dollars.  Ai 
the  time  oi  its  dissolution,  the  same  terrible  fan- 
cicf  posseased  atea's  minds.  Tet  the  rcsul  t  proved 
them  to  be  visionary ;  aad  the  impresaion  made 
by  its  dissolution  has  long  aiace  disappeared. 
What  is  the  amount  due  to  this  banki    Only 
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$87,000,000,  from  whieli  is  properly  to  be  de* 
dacted  $3.OO0«000,  for  todividual  deposites,  leav- 
ing 1(24.000,000,  a  •om  scarcely  equal  to  the 
revenue 'aoottally  paid  to  the  QovernmeDt,  with* 
out  diffieaky  or  emimrrassmeDt.  Bat  the  pay- 
ment woeid  be  gradual.  Issue  a  sdrt  facias^ 
and,  presumiog  tCat  it  would  require  two  years 
lo  brief  it  to  trial,  the  bank  might  thus  draw  in 
its  debtt  imperceptibly  and  wiihoot  aoy  greater 
presiare  than  arises  from  an  ordinary  cortaii- 
meat*  This  is  one  reason  which  operates  on  me 
to  prefer  a  wtire  faeioB  to  any  other  remedy. 
But,  after  the  charter  should  be  pronounced  dbU 
and  void,  this  House  would  not  hesitate  to  ex* 
tend  to  it  a  protracted  existence,  to  enable  it  to 
wind  up  its  afiairs.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  thinks  that  it  would  press  forthwith  for 
payaaeat.  It  would  pursue  its  true  interest,  and 
that  would  induce  it  to  prefer  the  mode  I  sog- 

f;est,  to  the  one  he  supposes  would  take  plsce. 
t  would  not  haaard  the  loss  of  debt  by  an  im- 
prudent haste  in  collectiag  it.  In  siatiog  the 
amount  due  to  the  bank,  I  have  omitted  the 
amount  on  pledged  stock ;  on  a  final  settlement, 
it  would  balance  itself. 

There  remains  then  to  be  considered  but  one 
other  point:  How  would  the  Qoveroment  be 
affected  by  a  dissolution  of  the  charter  ?  I  protest 
af^inat  the  idea,  that  the  Qovernmenc  cannot 
gee  on  without  this  bank.  We  are  not  depend- 
en  t  on  this  corporacion.  Wretched  indeed  would 
be  oar  sitoation  if  such  was  the  case.  Sir,  I 
have  every  confidence  in  the  ability  and  talent 
of  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury  to  devise  some 
aeheaae  as  a  substitute  for  the  present.  We  shall 
pay  too  much  for  the  facilities  which  are  afforded 
the  Treasury  by  this  institution.  If  my  pre- 
vious reasoniag  be  correct,  a  reduction  of  dividend 
will  lake  place.  How  then  does  the  Government 
stand  affected  ?  It  pays  annually,  on  the  97)000- 
000  which  it  subscribed,  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  amounting  to  9^0,000.  What  wiU  it  re* 
ceive?  Estimating  the  dividend  at  two  per 
ecnu  semi-annually,  it  receives  but  t^S^iOOO. 
aud  thereby  it  will  lose  970,000  annually.  Will 
not  this  be  to  pay  too  dearly  for  our  whistle  ? 
Tour  old  loan  office  system  cost  you  not  so  much. 
But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
tells  us  of  the  looses  we  sustained  duriag  the 
war,  hi  the  absence  of  this  his  favorite  system. 
We  did  sustain  losseiL  but  what  was  the  cause  1 
They  arose  entirely  from  the  indiscriminate  re- 
eeptioa  of  bank  notes.  If  the  Treasury  had  dis- 
criminated properly  among  the  banks,  refusing 
to  receive  the  notes  of  any  but  such  as  were 
known  to  be  solvent,  the  loss  would  not  have 
been  felt.  But,  even  under  the  reprehensible  pro- 
cedure which  then  existed,  we  are  told  that  the 
Qovemment  only  sustained  a  loss  of  f500,000. 
Are  we  blind  to  incooTenienoes  of  the  pres- 
ent system  1  What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to  the 
West  1  Sir,  the  Western  people  owe  you  many 
nulHona  for  the  purchases  of  your  public  lands,. 
SRid  are  uoabie  to  pay  you.  It  is  the  very  quar- 
tet, too,  from  which  yon  expect  to  be  able  to 
eztiaguiah  the  public  debt.    Those  people  cuUf  * 


not  pay.    A  large  stream  of  revenue,  then, 
here  dammed  up,andcan  no'longer  flow  into  the 
Treasury.    Whatever  inconveniences  may  result 
from  it,  you  cannot  press  the  collection  without 
ruining  thousands. 

I  do  not  mean  to  censure  the  bank  for  thio 
state  of  things;  but,  when  gentlemen  take  thfie 
institution  to  their  arms,  and  represent  it  as  a 
garment  covering  our  errors,  and  an  angel  min- 
istering to  our  wants,  I  demand  that  they  shall 
retract  their  opinions.    Will  the  country  be  in* 
a  better  situation,  should  we  be  involved  in  aao- 
ther  war,  than  we  were  during  the  late  warT 
I  think  not.    Baeh  branch  is  forced  to  redeem  its 
own  notes.    In  this  respect  they  are  placed  on 
the  footing  of  State  banks.    Our  internal  cora^ 
merce  being  cut  off,  the  ordinary  channels  of 
intercourse  being  blocked  up  between  the  States, 
the  current  of  trade  will  pour  again  from  the 
South  to  the  North,  and  a  similar  depreciatiou 
of  the  southern  branch  notes  will  take  place. 
We  shall  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  as  great 
embarrassments  then,  as  we  have  lately  experi- 
enced.   I  know  the  enlarged  and  comprehensive 
views  of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina.    He 
surely  will  not  consent  to  legislate  alone  for  the 
passing  hour.    He  would  not  cherish  and  foster 
a  system  which  can  alone  exist  under  the  smile 
of  peace,  and  would  wither  and  perish  under  the 
frown  of  war.    And  yet,  sir,  1  feel  that  the  pres- 
ent system  is  one  of  that  description. 

Would  it  be  a  task  of  any  great  diffieult^f  to 
substitute  another  system  for  this  ?  I  submit  it 
to  honorable  gentlemen  to  say  whether,  in  the 
event  of  Qovernment's  selecting  a  bank  in  each 
Sute,  notoriously  solvent,  in  lieu  of  the  present, 
we  should  not  be  precisely  situated  as  we  now 
are?  You  take  a  bank  in  Baltimore,  New  Torl^ 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  Richmond,  &c.,  known  to 
be  solvent,  and  bestow  upon  it  the  same  eouo- 
tenanoe  you  bestow  on  the  branches  of  this  bank, 
limiting  the  reception  of  the  revenue  entirely  to 
their  notes,  or  specie,  and  giving  them  the  public 
depositee.  Will  gentlemen  assign  any  good  rea- 
sons for  supposing  that  the  notes  of  such  banks 
would  not  circulate  as  currently  and  uniformly 
as  those  of  this  institution  ?  The  note  of  the 
Richmond  bank,  for  example,  being  received 
everywhere  in  payment  of  Government  dueS) 
would  be  as  readily  caught  up  by  the  merchant 
as  a  note  of  this  bank,  payable  alone  at  Rich«> 
naond.  When  you  estimate  the  amount  of  spi^ 
cte  in  the  vaults  of  such  State  banks  as  I  have 
alluded  to,  it  will  be  found  greatly  to  exceed 
the  amount  in  the  vaults  of  this  bank  and  its 
braaches.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  devising  a 
substitute ;  and,  I  repeat,  that  it  the  genttemaa 
from  South  Carolina  had  united  with  me  in  de- 
vising a  perfect  scheme^  the  country  would  have 
had  cause  to  have  thanked  him  for  bis  exertions. 
Nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  alarm  for  the  safely 
of  Qovernment  deposites.  The  State  banks,  thus 
selected,  would  most  readily  consent  to  exhibit 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  monthljr  and 
quarterly  accounts  of  their  actual  cooditiou. 
There  existed  no  difficulty  on  that  head  when  tho 
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old  charter  expired.  Thas  then  the  Gtoreromeot 
would  render  as  necure  its  funds  under  such  a 
aystem  as  under  the  present. 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  the  reasons  now  urged  were 
ureed  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  a  charter  of  the 
old  bank,  and  yet  ihey  did  not  prevail.  The 
members  of  the  then  uongress  went  fearlessly 
«nd  boldly  to  work.  Difficulties  did  not  appal 
them ;  fears  did  not  unnerve  them.  Shall  we 
be  less  resolute?  Sir,  when  this  bank  was 
created,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  je- 
presented  it  as  an  indispensable  measure  to  sup- 
port our  credit.  He  represented  the  purses  of 
our  citizens  to  have  been  emptied  by  the  exces- 
sive loans  they  had  made  to  the  Qovernment. 
He  could  go  no  further:  a  loan  was  contera- 

rlated  to  be  obtained  from  this  bank.    I  confess 
regard  it  with  fear  and  trembling  in  this  respect. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  political  suicide  to  borrow 
a  large  sum  from  this  bank ;  and  yet,  fancy  your- 
selves surrounded  with  difficulties  and  embar- 
rassments similar  to  those  we  have  lately  escaped 
from — the  expedient  of  the  moment  would  be 
resorted  to ;  a  large  issue  of  paper  would  thus 
take  place,  and  an  Irredeemable  character  be 
stamped  upon  it.    Then,  indeed,  might  we  bid 
adieu  to  all  our  happiness  and  all  our  wealth. 
Public  confidence  would  wither  like  the  blighted 
plantain ;  that  noble  spirit  of  enterprise,  which 
nas  characterized  our  citizens,  would  perish  and 
decay;  the  merchant  would  bid  adieu  to  his  count- 
ing house  i  the  farmer  would  aigh  over  the  waste 
ofnis  fields.    Why  should  the  one  encounter  the 
storm  of  the  deep,  or  the  other  witness  the  sweat 
of  his  brow,  when,  for  their  hardships  and  labor, 
tbejr  would  be  paid  in  a  worthless  currency,  of 
no  intrinsic  value  in  itself,  and  constantly  under- 
going a  depreciation  in  value  ?    I  entreat  gentle- 
men to  arrest  the  evil  now  that  they  can.    Sir, 
I  was  astonished  at  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  South  Carolina.    He  con- 
tended that  the  great  object  of  the  charter  had 
been  answered;   that  every  facility  bad  been 
afforded  to  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  and, 
therefore,  that  no  forfeiture  had  ensued.    What 
is  this  but  to  say  to  the  bank,  take  care  only  to 
be  the  glove  to  the  hand  of  the  Treasury ;  obey 
its  wishes:  facilitate  its  schemes  and  operations, 
and  do  whatever  else  you  please — you  shall  not 
be  arrested ;  swindle,  and  cheat,  and  deceive  the 
unthinking  people  of  this  country,  without  mercy 
and  without  end ;  only  take  care  to  secure  the 
smiles  of  the  Treasury,  and.  all  shall  be  smooth 
and  well?    Is  it  not  actually  granting  to  the 
bank  a  patent  to  offend  ?    It  is  only  necessary 
that  it  should  apply  at  the  Patent  Office,  and  re- 
ceive its  license  under  the  sign-manual  of  Doc- 
tor Thornton.    I  cannot  listen  to  such  a  position. 
I  call  upon  the  warmest  advocates  of  this  system, 
although  I  am  satbfied  that  that  call  is  in  vain, 
to  unite  with  me  in  this  measure.    You  have 
been  disappointed  in  your  wishes,  in  your  expec- 
tations.   Instead  of  a  system  abounding  in  bless- 
ings,  it  has  been  converted  into  an  instrument 
of  corruption*    Cold  unfeeling  speculation  has 
usurped  the  place  of  honest  dealing.    Are  we  not 


too  young  to  encourage  such  a  stateof  thioga  ?  Oar 
Republic  can  only  be  preserved  by  a  strict  adher- 
ence to  virtue.  It  is  our  dutjr,  if  we  consult  our 
eternal  good,  to  put  down  this  first  instance  of 
detected  corruption,  and  thereby  to  preserve  our- 
selves from  its  contamination.  The  bank  is  al- 
ready interwoven  with  the  affections  of  many; 
its  influence  will  become  every  day  more  aad 
more  extensive,  and,  if  we  suffer  this  opportunity 
to  escape,  we  may  sigh  over  our  unhappy  condi- 
tion, but  that  will  be  the  onlv  privilege  which 
will  be  left  us.  Let  my  fate  be  what  it  may,  I 
ha%f  discharged  my  duty,  and  I  am  regardless  of 
the  consequence^  t. 


i\ 


Monday,  Februar^  22.4^ 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  bills  from  the  Senate  of  the 
following  titles,  to  wit:  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Michael  Hogan,"  and  ''  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde;"  reported  the  said 
bills  with  an  amendment  to  each;  when  it  was 
ordered  that  the  said  bills  be  committed  to  the 
same  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pom DBXTBR,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it 
will  be  necessary  to  act  upon  during  the  present 
session,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  y.^  V 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,     ^Ji^J 

Beaolrwi,  That  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  the 
several  districts  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
lo  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  as  early  as  may  be.  at 
the  next  session  of  Consress,  a  schedule  of  lees 
of  office,  proper  to  be  aflowed  and  taxed  for  the 
officers  ot  their  courts  respectively;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  this  House  cause  each  or  said  judges  to 
.be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

The  bill^  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Benjamin  WelU  was  taken  up  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading.        \ .  ^^  - 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  concerning  the  coasting  trade  was 
read  the  third  time^  as  amended,  ana  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  tne  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Wilson  ;  and  the  engrossed  resolution  prescribing 
the  mode  of  naming  the  vessels  of  the  United 
Sutes,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of 
William  Reed,  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on 
the  question  ol^  its  passage,  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowNoaa, 

JRetolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  instructed  to  inform  this  House  whether  mny, 
and,  if  any,  what  part  of  the  balances  transferred 
from  the  State  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  second  article  of  the  compact 
between  them,  for  which  balances  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  was  to  receive  interest,  were 
retained  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  aia 
special  deposites,  for  which  it  was  not  obliged  Co 
pay  specie  upon  demand. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Pirdall, 

Rucived^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury 
be  iDstmcted  to  iDform  this  Hoose  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  pnrt  of  the  balances  transferred 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
under  the  second  proposition  of  its  agreement 
with  the  receiving  banks,  of  the  31st  January. 
1817,  were  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  byany  department  of  Government,  between 
the  dlst  January  and  1st  of  July,  1817,  exclusive 
of  (be  sums  required  by  the  Treasury,  under  the 
exception  contained  in  the  second  proposition. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  Tbrrt,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Connecticut  Asylum, 
for  the  education  and  instruction  of  deaf  and 
dumb  persons,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
when  Mr.  T.  reported  a  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
neeticnt  Asylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  an  association  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Conneeticnt  was  lonned  in  the  year  1816^  for 
the  purpose  of  eatablishing  a  school  for  the  instruction 
of  the  deaf  and  dnmb.  Finding  great  numbers  of  this 
vnfoTtunato  description  of  parsons  in  oor  country 
without  odueatmn,  and  Without  any  attempts  being 
maale  to  give  them  the  education  which  they  are  capa- 
ble of  reoeivingy  and  actuated  by  a  benevolent  daaire 
lo  rescue  them,  as  iar  as  was  practicable,  from  their 
state  of  ignorance  and  degradation,  and  to  fit  them 
for  social  intercourse  and  happiness,  thejisBoeiatcs,  by 
voluntary  contribution,  raiaea  a  sum  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expense  of  sending  the  reTorend 
Thomas  H.  GaUaudet  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  the  modes  of  instruction  practiBed  there.  Mr. 
GaUaudet  went  to  England,  to  Scotland,  and  to  France. 
In  London,  he  did  not  find  a  disposition  in  the  teach- 
ers to  eommunicate  instruction  so  readily  as  the  be- 
nevolenoe  of  his  mission  seemed  to  entitle  him  to  ex- 
pect ;  but  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  there  the 
Abbe  Sicard,  the  principal  of  the  institution  for  the 
mstruetion  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Paris,  a  gentle- 
man distinguislMd  for  talents,  benevolence,  and  devo- 
tion to  dM  interests  of  thMe  unfortunate  persoiw. 
The  Abbe  aasinred  him  that,  if  he  would  go  to  Paris, 
eveiy  fodlity  sfatould  be  afibided  him  of  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  their  modes  of  instruction;  which  as- 
enrancea  ha  found  fully  realised  upon  going  there* 
The  AUie  kindly  took  him  into  the  school,  and  ex- 
plained to  him  everything  relating  to  their  modes  of 
ustmction  and  management;  but  Mr.  Gallaudet  found 
that  the  time  whidi  hu  arrangements  would  permit  him 
to  tpend  in  Paris  would  be  much  too  short  to  enable  him 
to  acqaire  the  knowledge  necessary  for  an  accomplished 
instructor ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with  Lau- 
Rnt  Clerc,  a  popU  of  the  Abbe,  and  for  eight  years  an 
assistant  instructor,  he  engaged  him  to  come  to  this 
country  as  an  instructor  in  the  school  about  to  be 
established  in  Connecticut.  They  arrived  here  in 
Aogost,  1816,  and  Mr.  Glerc  is  still  an  assistant  to 
Mi. GaUaudet  in  the  Connecticut  Asylum.  The  Legis- 
Ittare  of  Connecticut,  in  May,  1816,  incorporated  the 
■sid  ■Moeiatee  bjr  their  aforeaaid  name.  There  are  at 
patent  in  the  school  more  than  fifty  pupils,  from  the 
8tatn  of  New  Hampahiie,  Massachnsrtts,  Vermont, 
Khoda  Island,  Connedicuty.Mew  York,  Penneylvnnia^ 


Marylattd,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky,  who  are  taught 
by  five  instructors)  and  who  pay  $200  per  annum, 
each,  for  tuition,  board,  washing,  and  lodging.  The 
institution  is  open  for  the  reception  of  pupils  from 
every  part  of  the  Union ;  but  its  frmds  (which  have 
arisen  almost  entirely  from  voluntary  contribution) 
are  too  small  to  admit  of  its  becoming  extensively 
useful ;  they  are  not  sufficient  even  to  erect  the  build- 
ings necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  present 
number  of  pupils. 

Considering  that  this  institution  is  calculated  not 
only  to  afibrd  instruction  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  who 
are  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  our  country,  but  also  to 
qualify  teachers  for  other  schoob  which  may  be  estab- 
lished  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and  conaidering 
that  it  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  has  been  raised  to  its  present  con- 
dition by  the  care  and  at  the  expense  of  charitable 
individuala,  most  of  whom  had  no  particular  interest 
in  ila  success,  the  rommittee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
worthy  of  the  patronage  of  Congreaa,  and  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  to  be  granted;  and  for 
that  purpose  they  report  a  biU. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ba88£Tt  in  the  chair,}  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — Mr. 
Johnson's  motion  to  repeal  the  charter  still  un- 
der consideration. 

Mr.  Ttlbb  concluded  the  argument  which  he 
commenced  on  Saturday  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowiiobs,  occupying  nearly 
two  houra  to-day — ^aa  given  entire  in  preceding 
pages. 

Mr.  McLanb  of  Delaware,  said  that  the  late 
period  of  the  sessiohjthe  mass  of  important  busi- 
ness yet  remaining  to  be  transacted,  and  the  im- 
patience manifested  by  the  Committee  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  though  upon  a  subject  of 
aoch  magnitude,  admonished  him  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  tasking  their  attention  for  any  great  length 
of  time.  He  would  not  have  participated  in  the 
debate  at  all,  if  he  had  not  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  committee  whose  investigation 
and  report  bad  given  rise  to  the  present  discus- 
sion, and  if  it  had  not  been  bis  lot  to  differ  in 
opinion  with  a  majority  of  his  colleagues  on  many 
of  the  most  important  matters  in  the  report.  On 
this  account,  he  believed  it  a  duty  he  owed  to 
himself  and  to  the  House,  to  state  the  views  he 
entertained,  and  the  reasons  upon  which  his  opin* 
ion  had  been  formed. 

The  able  and  detailed  remarks  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  South  Carolina  f  Mr.  Lowmobs)  would 
save  him  much  trouble,  and  justify  him  in  abridg- 
ing the  observations  which  he  otherwise  should 
hare  felt  it  his  duty  to  make. 

Mr.  MoLane  said,  he  entirely  concurred  in 
most  of  the  views  and  opinions  which  had  been 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, unless,  indeed,  he  was  to  be  understood  as 
denying  the  existence  of  any  abuses  whatsoever, 
in  the  conduct  of  any  of  those  to  whom  the 
management  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  b«en  confided.  [Mr.  Lowmdbs  here  stated 
that  it  was  certainly  not  his  intention  to  make 
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aiif  flueh  dvftiml.]  if  r.  MeL«  Mid,  he  wm  sare  it 
eouid  not  be  denied  thet  raaey  abates  bad  been 
commie  ted  by  9ome  of  the  iodividiMt  direetovs, 
thopj^h,  perhapSf  is  mao^r  iartanees,  in  tbeir  qii» 
official  cbaraetirr.  He  caid.  be  had  entered  upon 
the  ardaous  and  responsible  duties  assignea  to 
bim,  with  no  unfavorable  impressions  towards 
the  mstitutioQ ;  and  though  he  had  heard  aomer- 
ous  charges  made  against  it,  from  various  quarters, 
tbef  had  been  unaccompanied  by  such  proof  as 
would  be  calculated  to  make  a  serious  impres- 
aioo.  In  patiently  in  vestigaili^  the  circumstaiices 
uiider  vaieh  tbe  iMtitatioa  commenced  itsopera^ 
iitHu^^  and  eootinoed  its  piogress,  and  in  tractu 
its  mamngemenl,  mud  tbe  traflsaetioos  of  tis  oflT 
<een«^he  bad  seen  mucb  to  adaife— aometbing 
loo  to  coadeaui,  and  in  tbe  eoadoct  of  some  ^ 
tbe  directors  and  otber  oiicere,  sometbing  to  ic^ 
probate.  B«t  he  bad  nowhere  discovered  abases 
of  so  enormous  a  character  as  to  be  remediless 
by  milder  correctives  than  total  extinction  of  the 
incorporation — a  measure  carrying  in  its  train 
the  most  disastrous  eoaseouences  to  all  parts  of 
the  community.  He  would  not  now  detain  the 
Committee  in  a  particular  consideration  of  the 
different  acts  which  in  his  opinion  were  or  were 
not  abuses ;  or  of  the  degree  of  censure  which 
they  merited.  He  did  not  consider  himself  here 
as  the  accuser  or  defender  of  the  bank  and  its  of- 
ficers ;  but.  as  a  Representative  of  tbe  American 
people,  called  to  decide  upon  tbe  propriety  of  cer- 
tain important  measures,  intimately  connected 
with  tbeir  interests  and  prosperity.  Of  these,  he 
should  not  be  unmindful,  because  of  the  misman- 
agement in  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
so  far  as  hh  deemed  it  material,  to  adjust  the  de» 
cision  upon  these  measures,  to  express  his  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  bank  and  the 
conduct  of  its  officers^  he  should  take  occasion  to 
do  so  in  the  course  ot  the  observations  he  should 
have  the  honor  to  make. 

Mr.  McL.  said  there  were  three  propositions 
before  the  Committee.  Tbe  first  proposes  to  pass 
a  law  repealing  the  charter  heretofore  granted, 
incorporating  the  bank ;  the  5eeond,  to  direct  a 
Bcire facias  to  compti  a  forfeitui^  of  the  charter; 
and  the  third,  to  direct  a  «ctre  foieiat  to  be  here- 
after waived,  if  the  corporation  will  consent  to 
certain  modifications  of  their  charter.  He  said 
he  was  opposed  to  all  of  them. 

He  denied  tbe  Constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  repealing  or  dissolving  the 
charter,  and  he  said  tbe  arguments  of  its  advocates 
proceeaed  upon  mistaken  principles,  even  in  re- 

Sard  to  the  common  laW|  whence  some  of  them 
ad  drawn  their  deductions. 
The  honorable  mover  of  this  proposition  (Mr. 
JoBMsoii  of  Yirginia)  contends,  that  the  law 

S anting  the  charter  is  wboliy  unconstitutional, 
at  common  and  civil  law  are  both  inoperative 
in  tbe  United  States,  and  therefore,  that,  as  we 
cannot  resort  to  the  remedies  afforded  by  eitber 
of  these,  we  have  nothing  left  but  to  repeal  the 
charter  by  an  act  of  Congress.  But,  Mr.  McL. 
said,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  were  correct  in 
bis  premises,  he  would  be  left  without  any  law 


at  all,  excepting  the  mare  arbitrary  exerciwd 
power.  The  cbarter,  bowever,'  had  relieved  s 
from  these  emfaarmssmenta,  by  preecrilMiig  s  i€» 
edv  whenever  a  forfeiture  sbootd  be  iacorrei  ui 
only  event  in  which,  as  he  sboold  eon  tend,  C» 
gress  ooald  interfere.  Another  ho»ornbie  |» 
Ueman  who  followed  tbe  mover,  ua  support  b 
the  propositioa  to  repeal  (Mr.  Pi«dali.»  free 
Virginia)  insists,  tbnt  tbe  eomnon  Imw  it  ope» 
tive  in  the  United  States,  and  eootcads  for  tk 
right  to  repeal,  in  virine  of  the  powrer  exoetsei 
by  Parliaoient,  and  the  visitatorial  |iowcc,  mkick 
he  says  is,  in  this  instance,  in  Con^ress^  is  the 
founder  of  the  iocorporation.  If  tbe  gentleosi 
were  right,  in  supposing  tbe  visitaterinl  power  ia 
be  in  Googress,  and  susceptible  of  asc  as  cxia- 
sive  as  in  fin^land,  it  would  not  6«|»port  his  poii' 
tioo.  For,  said  Mr.  McL.,  tbe  visitatorial  poia 
is  not  a  destroying,  bat  a  correoting,  femed» 
power.  Tbe  visitor  bas  no  power  to  destroy  ue 
being  of  a  corporation.  His  offiea  and  authttriif 
are  founded,  in  tbe  language  of  tbe  best  wrm 
**  upon  tbe  supposition  that  corporations,  bta$ 
'  composed  of  individuals  subject  to  baman  iaii- 
'  tieS|  are  liable,  as  well  as  private  persons,  to  d^ 
'  viate  from  the  end  of  their  instito&ioo  j  and  f« 
'  tbat  reason,  tbe  law  provides  propHsr  persoas  u 
*  visit,  ia^ire  inio,aM  correct  all  in^gaUrMia 
^  tiiat  arise  in  sucb  cofpocatioaa.''  Akhoog^  a 
England,  this  visitatorial  power  bas  a  very  a* 
tensive  operatioa,  i  never  heard  of  an  instaaceJ 
believe  none  can  be  furnished,  in  which  it  n* 
tempted  to  dissolve  tbe  corporation.  Nor  it  tie 
power  necessarily  in  the  founder;  it  may  be  n 
any  other  person  designated  by  the  charier,  asd 
though  in  BSngland  tbe  Kin^  is  considered  ts  tbe 
general  founder,  and  tbe  visitor,  if  no  other  be 
named,  be  never  exercises  his  power  in  bison 
person,  but  always  in  his  courts  of  justice  ;  befort 
whom  the  corporations  are  brought  by  proptf 
process ;  are  heard  in  tbeir  defence,  and  the  abvei 
or  irregularities^  if  any  are  found  to  exist,  sk 
oorrected.  Tbe  King  himself  cannot  distolRt 
corporation  of  which  he  was  the  fouader.isi 
which  he  may  have  cmated  by  letters  patest;  ii 
oan  only  be  done  by  the  inlerfefeace  of  PsiUs- 
meat ;  than  wbieb.  a  oMie  eonclnsive  argancst 
could  not  be  aflbrded,  that  the  visitatorial  ofitf 
does  not  possess  tbe  power  of  disaolutioa.  hi 
unneeessary,  at  present,  to  institute  may  inqsin 
into  tbe  nature  of  this  power,  in  this  country, « 
in  what  depertment  of  the  Govemmeat  it  mtf 
be  vested,  sioce,  wherever  it  mav  be  rested,  K 
would  give  no  authority  to  repeal  tbe  charter. 
Tbe  powers  of  Congress  are  clearly  defined  it 
tbe  charter ;  the  means  of  enforcing  a  forfeito/^ 
are  distinctly  provided ;  and  tbe  control  of  ti» 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  the  public  depo> 
sites  is  sufficient  for  ordinary  cases.  It  nuiy  well 
be  questioned,  however,  whether  aaygreater  pow« 
than  this  exios  in  any  department  of  the  Goi- 
ernaieac. 

fint  gentlemen  say,  that  one  Lc|fiolatore  bn 
the  same  power  that  aaother  had,  and  tbat  iktxt 
fore  we  naay  repeal  any  law  that  a  preoediif 
Ooagress  passed.    This  pctaeiplc  caaaoi  be  ess- 
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lro?«rtcd,  w  it  tva|ieo46  ra^ml  Ic^iiUtioa,  af* 
feetiag  p^Uie  figku  a|J  general  police;    but 
if  an  act  be  4oae  aader  any  lav,  a  auccee^- 
JDg  Legula^fc  eaunoi  nodo  it.    Where  a  iaw  is 
IB  its  satiiie  a  cwitrael,  as  all  grants  are,  aod  ab- 
aoluie  righu  bar«  vested  under  tbe  coa tract,  a 
repeal  af  tbe  law  cannot  divest  tfaose  rigiiiB. 
This  k  liw  aatnr*  of  tbe  law  in  question.    Con- 
gress, iogi?  log  ibia  cbarter  creating  (be  corpora* 
tioo,  grsQted  to  ibe  individuals  who  should  be- 
come nembers  of  it,  eeriain  privileges  and  fran- 
chises, and  ptipoiated,  upon  tbe  faith  of  tbe  Gk>v- 
ernmeDi,  that  tbey  should  enjoy  it  for  a  definite 
period ;  it  grantea  then  4he  right  of  becoming  n 
florpoiation  and  carrying  on  tbehiisiness  of  banJc- 
iag,  or  ovraing  proper t]^  in  the  stock  of  tbe  insii- 
lotioB,  and  of  exercising  all  the  privilecea  of 
ownership  for  the  aaoae  period  of  time.    Under 
this  grant,  ibese  rights  hnve  beeontke  vested  inteX' 
ests,  as  nueb  so  ns  a  right  io  take  coll  for  twenty 
years,  or  a  right  to  a  fee  simple  interest  in  ko«, 
wbere,  by  an  act  of  Qooi^ess,  tbe  title  has  been 
grsated  to  an  individuaL    As  such  they  are  con- 
sidered in  ail  countries,  under  our  own  laws,  and 
by  tbe  decisions  of  our  own  co«r<ts.    They  are 
fo  treated  in  Sogland ;  though  there  a  cbarter 
may  be  diMolved  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  be- 
eause  of  the  aMrtbiate  of  omnipotence  with  which 
it  is  invested,  and  by  wjbieh  it  rides  over  public 
and  private  ii^ts  with  the  same  supremacy. 
Happiiy  hf  ,oor  country,  no  branch  oi  our  Gov* 
erament  In  dolhed  with  this  attribute.    Here, 
every  department  of  our  Qovernment  is  control- 
led by  nreeiseijr  defined  principles  impressed  upon 
tbeir  nrst  institution.    In  Bogland  the  legisla- 
tare  makes  and  controls  the  Constitution.   Here, 
tbe  Coostitutioo  limits  and  controls  tbe  legisln- 
tnre.    Here  the  legislative  power  can  make  no 
'^ex  post  iacto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,"  and  ^  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
pfoecss  of  law."    Tbe  provision  applies  equally 
to  contracts  iu  which  tbe  public  arc  the  party, 
sad  wbeie  individuals  only  are  concerned.    If 
possibly  it  applies  with  greater  forca,  since  tbfS 
public  Ititb  ought,  at  ail  times,  to  be  sAcred  and 
Mviolabla.  la  the  formation  oi  our  Qovernment, 
its  different  powers  are  apjj^rtioned  amo^  tho 
respective  branches,  each  acting  io  its  appropriate 
vphtiti  tbe  legislature  makea  tho  law,  or  author^ 
iies  the  grant;  the  judiciary  expounds  them,  aod 
bean  and  decides  all  matters  of  litigation,  and 
tbe  executive  superintends  their  e4teoution#    If 
iadividaals  in  thie  community  have  conflicLing 
elsims,  ariaini^  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  either  in  contract  or  oiherwise,  the  judi- 
ciary is  the  tribunal  to  which  liieir  rights  are 
lefened. 

The  public  authorities,  as  it  regards  their  cou- 
nts, cannot  daimj  nor  should  they  desire  te 
claim,  any  other  exemption.  Tbe  Legislature 
ibould  carefttUy  abstain  from  the  exercise  of 
^tte  arbitrary  power.  As  they  value  the  subil- 
Uy  of  oar  institutions,  they  ^  must  in  all  cases 
subcait  tbeir  pretenstona  to  those  tribunals  eaub- 
'i*w  lor  the  aeeurity  of  property,  and  to  decide 


human  rights."  We  cannot  therefore  repeal  this 
charter,  nor  can  we  claim  to  be  released  .from 
tbe  performance  of  our  siipulations  in  good  hith« 
unless  the  coadiiion  upon  which  the  grant  was 
made,  aod  tbe  individual  rights  vested,  have 
been  broken.  But  this  can  onlv  be  ascertained 
by  due  process  of  law.  If  we  all^^  that  it  baa 
been  broken,  we  are  bound  to  prove  it ;  we  muat 
resort  to  the  Judiciary ;  we  must  afford  the  party 
whose  interesu  aod  property  are  to  be  taken  away, 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  not  yet  been  heard.  The  pr<^ 
ceedings,  so  far,  have  b«en  tx  parie.  He  did  not 
mean  to  sajr  that  the  investigation  had  not  beea 
conducted  impartially,  and  with  good  faith.  He 
was  sore  it  bad  been  so  conducted,  but  still  it 
was  ex  poHe*  Tbe  report  of  the  committee  js^ 
at  most,  but  tho  finding  of  a  grand  jury ;  it  con- 
cludes nothing.  To  pass  a  law  repealing  the 
charter,  therefore,  would  not  only  be  an  assump- 
tion of  judicial  powers,  which  do  not  belong  to 
us,  but  it  would  DC  deciding  in  our  own  cause,  in 
our  own  favor,  aod  without  hearing  the  opposite 
party. 

But  gentlonaen  say  that  the  law  inoorporating 
the  bank  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  therefore 
we  are  not  bound  by  it,  and' nay  of  courae  re* 
peal  it.  Mr.  McL.  said  that,  although  be  eaters 
taioed  no  doubt  that  the  law  was  Constitutional, 
and  that  it  could  easily  be  demonstrated  to  be  se^ 
he  should  not  discuss  that  question,  since  he 
insisted  that  we  now  bad  no  rifbt  to  discuss  the 
validity  of  tbo  charter.  He  held  it  to  be  an 
essential  prioeiple  of  our  Qovernment,  that  any 
law  once  passad  by  the  regular  authorities  was 
to  be  taken  lo  be  Constitutional,  until  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  should  decide  otherwise.  The 
safety  of  oi|r  institutions,  and  the  faith  of  indi- 
vidual uransactiona,  depended  upon  this  principles 
The  Congress  of  tbe  U  nited  States  is  a  party  to 
tbe  grant  of  this  charter^-to  the  contract  under 
which  private  rights  have  become  vested-*and  for 
a  party  to  decide  his  own  deed  to  be  invalid,  wha^ 
ever  cause  may  be  asaigned  for  its  invalidity,  would 
manifestly  be  an  act  of  bad  faith ;  it  would  he  a 
mere  act  of  power,  without  the  shadow  of  right. 
The  Congress  who  granted  the  charter  would 
have  bad  no  rigbt  to  aay  so,  and  it  will  not  bo 
pretended  that  we  have  greater  powers  than  they 
had. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  this  i»* 
pealing  Uw,  if  paaaed,  would  be  nugatory,  and  of 
no  effect.  Qentlemen  have  not  yet  clatmed  for 
Congreas  that  omnlpotenoe  which  would  aathocr 
ixe  us  to  revoke  our  own  grants,  and  annul  our 
own  contracts,  as  a  mere  matter  of  power  and 
caprice.  They  have  admitted  that  either  the  ori- 
ginal law  must  be  unconstitutional,  or  a  breach 
of  the  condition  on  which  it  was  granted  moat 
be  committed,  before  Congress  can  interfereu 
Now,  if  the  cbarter  were  unconstitutional,  U 
would  be  absolutely  null  aud  void  without  the 
repealing  law :  the  repealing  law  could  not  make 
it  more  so.  It  could  only  add  one  more  question 
to  the  matters  in  dispute,  and  it  would  immedi* 
aiely  be  contended  (aad  he  thought  with  much 
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greater  propriety)  that  the  repetliog  law  waa  on- 
eonstitoiiooal  aod  void,  and  that  the  charter  was 
good .  If  we  proceed  opon  the  groood  of  a  breach 
of  the  eooditioo,  the  effect  of  our  law,  even  in  the 
contemplation  of  its  advocates,  would  depend 
upon  the  fact ;  and.  in  both  instances,  the  Jodici- 
ary  wonld  have  to  decide  the  controversy.  For 
even  in  England,  where  the  power  of  dissolving 
an  incorporation  is  in  Parliament,  the  act  passed 
for  that  purpose  is  always  enforced  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench ;  and,  until  the  coart  prononnces 
the  judgment,  the  corporation  continues  the  ex- 
ercise 0?  iu  franchises.  In  this  instance  gentle- 
men may  be  assured  that  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  voluntarily 
acquiesce  in  the  law.  We  should  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  Judiciary  for  some  process  to 
enforce  it,  (if  indeed  gentlemen  would  ne  able  to 
devise  aoy,  in  the  absence  of  all  common  law, 
and  under  a  void  charter,)  and  at  last  a  hearing 
would  take  place,  and  the  Judiciary  would  decide 
between  us. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  it  clearly 
resulu,  from  all  that  has  been  said,  that,  after 
granting  this  charter,  under  which  there  now 
exist  vested  rights,  we  are  bound  by  our  own  act, 
unless  a  forfeUure  has  been  incurred.  In  such 
an  event  the  Government,  as  a  party  to  the  con* 
tract,  have  stipulated  the  remedy,  and  the  mode 
IB  which  the  question  is  to  be  tried,  and  the  for- 
feiture enforced.  We  have  stipulated  that  if, 
after  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress 
shall  have  reported  that  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated, we  deem  it  expedient  to  Tacate  the  char- 
ter, we  will  direct  a  Mcutfadat  to  issue;  and 
we  have  secured  to  the  corporation  the  right  of 
trial  by  jur^r,  and  the  judsment  of  the  court, 
before  their  rights  can  be  aflwcted.  This  is  a  sol- 
emn stipulation,  made  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
both  parties ;  we  cannot  depart  from  it,  without 
an  utter  disregard  of  the  national  fsith. 

Before  we  resort  to  this  remedv,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, we  should  be  satisfied,  in  the  nrst  place,  that 
the  charter  has  been  forfeited ;  and,  secondly,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  enforce  a  forfeiture.  For,  al* 
though  the  act  vests  you  with  the  power  to  direct 
a  acire,/bciaa  after  your  committee  have  reported 
a  violation,  it  does  not  make  it  obligatory  U|h»b 
you  to  do  so,  even  should  yon  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  committee.  It  leaves  you  with  the 
important  option  and  privilege,  possessed  by  every 
individual,  of  taking  advantage  c^  a  breach  of 
contract  by  the  opposite  |»rty,  or  of  waiving  it, 
at  your  pleasure;  with  this  material  difference, 
that  in  the  case  of  the  individual,  he  considers 
only  his  personal  feelings  and  interest;  in  the 
instance  of  the  Government,  it  is  to  consult,  not 
its  feelings,  but  the  interesu  and  welfare  or  the 
whole  nation.  In  the  exercise  of  this  privilege, 
therefore,  national  safety  and  individual  happi- 
Bess,  private  rights,  as  well  as  public  policy  and 

?ublic  good,  are  all-important  considerations. 
*here  is  also  every  reason  why  it  shonld  be  clear 
that  the  violations  reported  would  be  sufficient 
to  inure  a  forfeiture ;  not  only  because  stich  could 
be  the  only  legitimate  objecu  of  the  proceed- 


ing, but,  if  the  quesliOB  were  doubtful,  it  won 
be  inconsistent  with  the  duty  we  owe  to  ta 
part  of  the  community  whose  interests  are  iorofr- 
ed  in  the  institution  to  direct  a  §eirefaeuu,  Tk 
inception  of  such  a  proceeding  would  be  nrf 
apt  to  be  fatal  to  the  bank.  It  is  an  insiitatioi 
subsisting  upon  a  sound  credit,  and  the  coolidcw 
the  commuBity  entertain  in  its  ezistesee  ik 
permanence.  If  these  are  once  abakea.tbenii 
an  end  of  its  utility— of  its  entire  eapacitf.  la 
putatioBB  of  impurity  are  not  more  fsiai  to  tk 
lair  and  just  superiority  and  loTelinca  of  tht 
female  character,  than  wonld  be  those  ol  usa- 
bility and  weakness  against  the  credit  ssdtoiir 
deace  of  tfab  instttBtion.  They  would  kiTe  t 
exposed  to  the  assaulu  of  every  petty  hostilitf. 
A  9cirefaeia9  would  Be  iuTested  with  ihea- 
pression  of  the  deliberate  opinioB  that  Coi^ 
— an  opinion  alarays  entitleu  to  greBt  wei^t vid 
the  American  people — that  a  fmeiture  had  bes 
incurred,  aad  public  caleulatioBs  woaM  be  bi^ 
accordingly.  A  loss  of  pnbltc  eoBfidence  mni 
easue ;  a  general  pressure  by  its  creditors  fnt 
all  quarters;  a  depreciation  of  its  paper;  tk 
withdraaral  of  private  deposttes,  and,  of  necewtf 
those  of  the  public; — would  be  the  ioeriulik 
consequences.  And  when  It  is  coatidered  titf 
this  state  of  things  would  eontinBe,aQd  gn^ 
ally  become  worse,  during  the  time  that  woik 
necessarily  elapse  Wore  the  quescioa  eoold  be 
decided,  it  appttrs  to  me  impossible  that  the  bid 
could  survive  the  shock,  althoBgk  the  chirter 
should  be  ultimately  sustained. 

Is  it  dear,  then,  said  Mr.  McL.,  that  tbe  «& 
of  violation  reported  by  the  committee  will  eitff 
a  forfeiture!  He  believed  aot ;  hewaspersiaM 
that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  would  aot  ^ 
eree  a  forfeiture  on  the  groBud  of  any  or  all  of  i^ 
acts.  He  would  not  deny,  that,  la  these  ctfi 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter  had  not  ^ 
literally  complied  with ;  though  in  Bone  of  tbeft 
had  the  spirit  or  intention  been  evaded,  or  ttt 
g^reat  and  leading  ends  and  objects  of  the  intin* 
tion  been  defeated.  He  observed,  that  tbe  ^ 
trine  of  a  forfeiture  of  charter,  and  especiallT'* 
regard  to  the  acts  which  would  or  would  aot  F 
doce  it,  was  a  novel  one  in  this  country,  aad  (^ 
scured  In  some  difficulty.  The  annals  of  ^ 
own  history  afford  us  no  precedents,  there  aefC 
having  been,  to  his  knowledge,  an  attempt  to  ^ 
feit  a  charter  in  the  United  States.  The  cKi 
which  have  occurred  in  England,  whence  ve^ 
often  draw  our  lenl  aothorities,  are  eztrei^ 
rague  aad  unsatisfactory.  They  were  proe«" 
ings  in  times  of  great  trouble  and  conft^ 
when  the  law  was  unsettled  or  little  understoa 
and  when  the  justice  of  the  case,  or  the  ngbu^ 
the  parties,  were  as  little  regarded.  In  moit  >> 
stances  they  orifftnated  in  the  ambition  of  ^ 
Crown,  or  in  its  hostility  to  the  particular  cor^ 
ration  whose  dissolution  was  desired ;  aod  ^ 
mostly  made  by  judges  either  corrupted  or  ov^ 
awed  b^  the  power  and  influence  or  the  Cro^ 
Tbe  principles  upon  which  a  charter  woaM  I 
decreed  forfeited  on  one  day,  in  a  short  time' 
terwards  would  be  reptobated  bj  Pariiament,  li 
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tbe  fraoebise  rettored,  as  the  politieml  temper  of  I 
tbe  timet  happened  to  predominate.    They  do 
not,  therefore,  pirtake  of  the  stability  of  other  de- 
cisions ;  and,  nlolng  as  we  do  the  freedom  of  oar 
institntions,  and  the  certainty  of  oar  laws,  are 
entitled  to  bo  credit  in  oar  country.    The  honor- 
able geotfeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tyler)  has 
referred  as  to  the  famoas  ease  of  the  city  of 
London,  ia  the  reiffu  of  Charles  II,  as  the  sooree 
whence  be  dimws  his  learning  and  his  prinoiples 
npoD  tbis  subject.    Bat  his  friend  most  have  for- 
gotten tbe  character  of  that  ease,  and  the  circum- 
sttneet  under  which  the  decision  was  made.    It 
is  a  esse  from  which  little  parity  of  doctrine  can 
be  ezfraeted.    It  oecorred  in  the  time  of  a  prince 
of  a  rery  nnsettled  character,  and  of  a  lawless 
ambition;  of  whom  it  has  b^n  ohserred,  '^that 
be  never  said  a  foolish  thing,  or  did  a  wise  one;" 
and  in  the  path  of  whose  tyrannv  and  ambition 
the  laws  ioterposed  no  barrier.    The  proceedings 
against  the  cit)r  of  London  were  the  resolt  of  the 
poiitieal  ambition  of  the  Crown ;  and  'Mbe  head 
and  front  of  the  offending"  was.  a  libel  on  the 
King.    In  that  ease,  too,  even  in  England,  it  was 
then  made  a  qoestion  whether  a  charter  coold  be 
forfeited,  no  decision  having  previously  been 
made,  and  though  it  was  decided  affirmatively, 
and  the  forfeiture  actually  decreed,  yet,  after- 
wards^ when  tbe  feeling  ia  which  the  persecution 
originated  had  subsided;  Parliament  restored  the 
charter,  because  it  had  been  oojastly  forfeited. 
The  hisionans  of  those  events,  associating  the 
judges  of  that  day  with  this  traasaetion,  and  who, 
holding  their  commissions  at  the  pteaaure  or 
tbe  Crown,  were  generally  the  instruments  of  its 
tyranny,  stamp  them  with  a  corrupt  devotion  to 
tbe  views  of  the  Court,  regardless  alike  of  the 
righu  of  property,  and  of  hua»D  life.    If,  how- 
ever, this  ease  or  the  city  of  London  coold  be  re« 
ferred  to,  it  woold  prove  nothing  for  the  argu- 
tnent ;  since  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  being  of 
tbe  corporation  erer  was  absolutely  forfeited.    Ou 
tbe  contrary,  it  may  be  inferred,  from  the  records 
of  those  proceedings,  that  it  still  subsisted,  aiHi 
that  the  semore  was  a  seizure  only  of  the  May- 
onilty,  Botwithstanding  which  the  citizens  ez^ 
erciscd  all  their  corporate  ritbts,  ezcept  that  of 
chocsiag  their  own  Mayor.    It  may  be  observed 
also,  that  in  thia,  as  in  all  the  other  cases  in  Bn^ 
land,  tbat  they  were  geverally  cases  of  incorpo- 
rated towns ;  and  the  acts  complained  of  as  work- 
ijiga  forfeiture,  were  acts  of  oppression  apon  third 
persons,  not  mennbers  of  the  corporation,  and  in 
violation  of  tbe  positive  laws  of  the  land :  rather 
tbe  assumption  of  new  powers,  than  the  irregn- 
ler  eiereise  of  powers  clearly  granted  by  their 
eharisrs. 

Uader  all  these  circumstances,  Mr.  McLans 
aid,  tbe  only  aafbty  and  sound  prineiidee  were  to 
Ift  drawn  from  the  charter  of  our  owa  institutions, 
from  the  nature  of  the  grant,  from  the  nature  of 
tbese  artificial  persons  as  created  by  the  acts  of 
CsDgress,  and  the  great  ends  which  the  aggregate 
of  wr  component  parts  was  desiffoed  to  aceom- 
plicb.  Admitting,  therefore,  said  he,  that  the 
charter  of  a  corporation  aiay  be  forfeited,  by  aeis 


of  misHiaer  or  non^user ;  he  contended  that  ther 
must  be  corporate  acts,  and  amount  to  a  breach 
of  the  condition  upon  which  tbe  corporation  was 
created,  by  rendering  the  corporation  incaoable 
of  acting  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  ot  per* 
forming  the  objects  of  its  incorporation.  All  acta 
of  mis-user  or  of  non-user,  less  than  such  as*  he 
here  referred  to,  were  to  be  corrected  bv  the  visi- 
tatorial power,  where  it  exists,  or  by  milder 
means  than  the  destruction  of  the  being  of  the 
incorporation.  If  a  corporation  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appoint  officers,  through  whom  only  it  can  act, 
and  where  no  provision  is  made  for  such  an  event, 
it  might  thus  be  rendered  incapable  of  performing 
its  functions,  though  in  England  this  is  now  de* 
dared  to  be  no  cause  of  forfeiture;  but,  if  after 
it  elects  its  officers  thev  misbehave,  though  in  a 
degree  not  subversive  ot  the  great  ends  of  the  in* 
corporation,  their  misconduct  may  be  corrected, 
but  there  can  be  no  forfeiture,  for  this  reason,  of 
the  charter.  As  in  the  natural,  so  in  the  le^l  or 
artificial  person,  the  entire  annihilation  of  its  be- 
ing is  considered  a  desperate  remedy,  never  to  be 
resorted  to  until  all  efforts  to  reform,  by  milder 
means,  have  proved  abortive.  The  corporation 
most  be  wholly  unable,  either  by  utter  incapa- 
city, or  by  a  total  subversion  of  all  its  faculties, 
from  complying  with  the  condition  of  its  exist- 
ence or  from  performing  its  functions  in  the  com- 
munity ;  and  the  objects  of  its  institution  must  be 
altogether  unattainable^  before  its  complete  disso- 
lution can  be  decreed.  The  acts  of  mis-user 
should  lead  co  the  same  resolt,  and  be  productive 
of  the  same  incapacity,  as  those  of  non-use^  in 
order  to  furnish  a  ground  of  forfeiture,  and  before 
its  beiuff  can  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  McL.  said  there  was  a  wide  distinction 
between  the  condition  pf  the  charter  and  the 
numerous  provisions  generally  contained  in  it, 
designed  to  enable  the  corporation  the  better  to 
comply  with  the  condition.  These  latter  are 
often  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporators,  and 
t^  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  their  own 
government;  and  though  it  would  always  be 
proper  to  conform  to  them,  yet  for  a  departure 
from  some  of  them,  if  in  doing  so  the  great  ends 
of  the  institution  are  not  defeated,  and  its  capacity 
to  comply  with  its  condition  not  impaired,  there 
cannot,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  a  forfeiture; 
They  are  to  be  corrected  by  the  visitatorial  power. 
The  verv  exisience  of  a  visitatorial  power  evinces 
the  truth  of  this  doctrine.  There  would  be  no 
oeeasjon  for  this  power  if  every  violation  of 
any  provision  in  a  charter  inured  a  forfeiture  of 
its  being.  If  such  a  violation  would  inure  a  for- 
feiture there  would  be  no  safety  or  stability  in 
rtny  corporation.  Different  men  may  take  differ- 
ent views  of  the  same  provision.  There  may  be 
many  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  of 
which  the  corporators  coold  have  no  knowledge, 
and  equally  opposed  to  their  interests  and  those 
of  the  public.  They  may  refuse  to  a  man  an 
office  to  which  he  is  entitM  by  the  provisions  of 
the  charter.  He  may  apply  to  be  restored,  bat  it 
would  be  a  singular  remedy  to  annihilate  the 
charter,  and,  with  it,  the  office.    The  direetore 
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mmj  lend  aioiiey  to  a  mao  profoeedly  ioMlrtDt. 
ana  slioald  be  liaUe  lor  the  debt,  and  cerreoted 
for  the  miaeooduet ;  but  it  woold  be  a  fatal  spe* 
eiie  to  destroy  the  whole  being  of  the  corpora- 
lion,  and  ioroife  the  stockholders  in  greater  rain 
for  this  irregolarltf.  In  all  such  cases,  the  visi* 
tatorial  power  in  Bagland,  b^  aseans  of  a  man* 
damus  from  the  Coort  of  King's  Bench,  applies 
Ihe  remedy  ;  and  where  this  remedy  is  efleetnal 
the  work  of  destrnctioo  is  aerer  resorted  to. 

The  act  of  violation^  said  Mr.  McLm  must  not 
only  amoQBt  to  a  breach  of  the  condition,  but  it 
most  be  the  act  of  the  corporation ;  and,  if  prac- 
Used  by  the  officers,  most  oe  aa  official  corporate 
act.  Innocent  stockholders  shonld  not  be  answer- 
able for  the  misconduct  of  their  officers,  nnlcss 
within  the  limit  of  their  aothortty.  If  an  indi- 
Tidual  director  improperly  avails  himself  of  his 
imblic  condition  .to  promote  his  private  specula* 
tioDs,  it  is  not  such  an  act  of  official  abase  for 
which  the  corporators  would  be  liable,  or  for 
whiah  the  charter  would  be  forfeited;  and  there* 
fore,  all  the  improper  conduct  of  some  of  the  ki* 
diridiMU  who  hare  been  directors  to  thb  insti- 
lotion,  and  which  has  fallen  under  the  severe 
aoimad version  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ttlhu.)  are  not  aoeh  acts  as  would 
work  a  forfeiture.  They  are  acts  which  I  do  not 
mean  to  justify  or  eieose— which  1  will  unite 
with  the  other  members  of  the  committee  In  vis- 
iting with  the  severest  reprehansion.  Bot  thev 
are  the  acts  of  these  individuals  alone,  in  whtck 
Ihe  rest  of  the  committee  had  noshare-^of  which 
they  had  no  knowledge  until  the  committee  ex- 
posed them,  and  for  which,  they  are,  therefore, 
in  no  desree  culpable.  Punish  the  individuals 
concerned  in  them}  if  you  please,  but  do  not  in- 
Toive  in  indiscriminate  destruction  ihar  innoaeat 
Md  the  guilty, 

Mr.  McL.  said,  if  these  principles  were  oorreot, 
a  more  partieulav  ezamiaatioa  of  the  acts  of  viola- 
tion reporfied  by  the  committee  would  show  that 
me  forfeiture  had  been  iocuf  red.  The  first  act  of 
violation  was  the  purchase  of  two  millions  of 
the  public  debt  for  the  Oovernment  of  the  United 
Btates.  Mr.  McL.  had  never  believed  that  Uiieaci 
aibrded  the  slightest  groond  for  a  forfetmiie^  if  it 
eoold  be  supposed  any  violation  at  alL  The  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  could  have  designed  nothiof 
Bsore  than  to  prevent  the  bank  from  purahasing 
stock  with  a  view  to  become  the  owner  of  ii.  k 
was  intended,  as  had  already  been  remarked  by 
Ihe  gentleman  from  SotMh  Carolina,  to  prevent 
Ihe  bank  from  going  into  market  in  conpetitioa 
with  the  Cfovernment.  In  purchasing  this  stock 
they  did  not  mean  to  bold  it;  they  bought  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under  an 
arran^ment  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
sisted upon  the  right  to  redeem  this  amount  of 
stock,  which  the  book  legally  sold.  Mr.  McL. 
believed  the  Secretary  was  wrong ;  but,  be  this 
as  it  may,  the  bank,  to  avoid  difficulty,  purchased 
so  much  stock  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 
They  were,  at  no  period,  the  absolute  owners  of 
the  stock.    They  were  tke  trusteea  of  the  Uetted 


States,  ooder  the  ariaagcneat,  fiom  the 
of  the  parchaie;  and,  bf  a  transfer  tio  the  Gov^ 
ernment  complMd  the  tmosoclton.  It  wss  t 
losing  bargain  for  the  hank,  and  tha  GoverasMW 
was  censurable  on  this  account.  Bat,  Bir.  McL 
inquired  with  what  foee  be  could  now  iaeist  npm 
a  forfeiture  for  this  act,  eomoiitled  for  tke  latw- 
est  of  the  Government,  and  forced  mpmm  the  c» 
porotioB  by  Ooverameai  ?  He  cotiid  met  sappoe 
it  necessary  to  espead  more  tioM  wpms  this  pan 
of  the  sobject. 

The  second  act  of  violation  woe  iIhi  of  dis- 
counting  for  the  coin  part  of  the  second  aa4  itod 
instalments.  Mr.  McL.  said  he  woold  aet  cea- 
sume  the  time  of  the  Committee  in  oa  iaqoifj 
into  the  policy  or  impropriety  of  tbm  mtawif 
He  would  content  himself  with  remarking  ikat 
in  his  opinieui  it  was  onneeesaary.  Ha  briiefntf 
it  would  have  been  better  for  the  inetitaMion  if  it 
had  gone  into  Oberatioo  upon  the  aBomit  of  tb 
subscriptions,  its  program,  perhaps,  woold  haw 
been  slower,  but,  he  believed,  surer,  ia  the  eo^; 
oad  it  would  have  preveoted  tboae  apoeolatiso 
in  the  stock  of  which  so  moeh  oemipteint  hd 
been  OHMle.  Those  who  had  the  management  if 
the  institution,  however,  and  who  nwlerslood  sll 
its  springs,  thought  differeatly,  oad  their  4M>iaisa 
was  certainly  entitled  to  some  weighty  nod  wbe 
ther  it  were  wise  or  twwise,  if  they  passi.ajLd  ik 

'  t  to  do  so,  nod  if  in  doing  ae  tkey 


defeat  the  great  cods  of  the  iastltatioo,  and  hntk 
the  condition  of  the  charter,  it  is  oo  forfeitare. 
Geutiemen  are  ia  an  error  in  eanposiog  tkn 
tbis  provision  was  the  great  eooditiea  of  the 
charter  $  it  is  only  a  provisioo,  and  aa  impertnl 
one  truly,  to  proioeie  the  performaaeeof  the  cm* 
ditioa.  The  subseriben  lo  the  bank  ore  iacsr 
poraled,  and  invested  with  the  right  to  carry  m 
the  operations  of  banking;  to  lend  oaooey  aatf 
issue  notes;  and  the  fnadamaMol  eooditisa  W 
this  grant  ia,  thai  ihey  shall  at  all  ^oMe  pay  w^ 
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tkey  shall  pay  a  ceriaia  auai  to  the  Govern 
and  make  looas  to  a  net taio  amcoot,  amd  fnnidk 
other  facilities  enuaaeioted  in  theehmar,  oad  ad 
violate  aay  of  the  laws  of  ike  eoootry.  Tkr 
motives  ol  policy  which  reeemmcaded  tke  char 
tor,  form  ne>  pnrt  of  the  eenditioa*  Tke  pattiee 
lac  provisioo  alladed  to^  ikarefora,  wos  ooi  dr 
signed  so  muek  to  eUBsiMate  a  eoadilioo  of  di 
charier>  as  to  create  an  ohiignitoa  in  tko  siacb 
holders  to  pay  op  the  amouat  el  tkair  eobacrip 
tions.  and  to  desig note  the  tima  at  which  iki 
eorporatioa  would  have  the  right  to  naoke  ikv 
demaad.  This  is  evideat  lioai  the  pcoolty  bei^ 
imposed  on  the  delinquent  stockholder  for  n^^ 
paymenL  There  is  no  penalty  imposed  upoa  tht 
cerpofntion  for  not  enforciog  payanent  in  enseiC 
dslinqaeactes.  If  any  individual  stockholder  hal 
neglected  or  refused  to  pay  his  iaatolaMnt  at  iki 
time  it  became  due,  it  will  scarcely  he  cooccndcJ 
that  he  woold  have  forfeited  his  corporate  righa^ 
and  have  beea  liable  to  be  reoaoved,  aa  a  corpa^ 
rator.  The  corporation  might  have  brotigh  t  aui^ 
and  wiihheld  the  dividends  until  paymeDt 
oMdei  bat  the  iadividoni  woold  stall  have 
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tjnoeda  member  of  tiie  cotporatioD.  If,  then, 
the  neglectiDg  to  payr  by  tbe  stockholder  would 
DOC  have  forfeited  his  membership  uoder  this 
charter,  the  oegiect  on  the  part  of  a  majority 
woold  not  bare  liad  a  greater  effeet ;  much  less 
woold  tbe  forhearance,  oo  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors, to  see  ia  case  of  a  delinqueocy,  or  even  their 
aidiog  the  pavmeDt,  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  char- 
ter, sod  diasol?e  the  being  of  the  corporation,  ll 
is  by  such  a  coarse  of  reasoning  that  the  right  of 
forfniiaTe  is  inferred :  for  it  was  said,  in  the  case 
of  the  prosecution  against  the  city  of  London, 
before  adverted  to,  *'  that,  as  erery  member  may 

*  forfeit  that  which  any  member  may,  the  same 
^  acts  which  wiii  forfeit  the  right  of  every  mem 

*  her,  separately  coneidered,  if  done  jointly  by  ail 

*  the  members,  will  ha^e  the  same  effect^  or,  in 
'  uther  words,  will  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  existence 
^  of  ihe  whole  corporation." 

If,  theo,  this  charter  did  not  mean  to  forfeit  the 
right  ofaoy  one  member,  for  the  non-payment  of 
his  iostalment,  as  I  contend  it  did  not^  neither 
did  it  design  to  forfeit  the  eziitence  of  the  whole 
corporation,  if  all  the  members  neglected.  Bui, 
lir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  the  bank  was  authorised  to 

go  ioto  operation  after  the  subscriptions  should 
e  completed,  and  before  tbe  second  instalment 
became  due;  and  the  second  instalmeat  could 
not,  therefore,  have  been  considered  an  necessary 
to  its  operations,  in  giving  this  authority,  the 
charter  most  have  authorized  all  iu  consequences. 
The  bank  did  go  into  operation  in  the  manoer 
and  at  the  lime  prescribed  by  tbe  charter.  Beiog 
iegaliy  ia  operation,  it  bad  the  legal  ri^ht  to  dis- 
couot  and  lead  money  to  whomsoever  it  pleased, 
and  (0  any  amount,  taking  the  risk  of  the  penal* 
ties  imposed  by  the  charier.  If  the  directors  ex* 
ercised  ibis  right  indiscreetly,  they  violated  their 
trost  to  tbe  stoekholders,  but  the  incorporation 
ioeurred  oo  forfeiture.  Suppose,  sir.  that,  with* 
oat  passing  any  of  the  resolutions  reierred  to  in 
the  report,  they  had  ^ne  on  to  discount,  no  one 
woold  censure  them  for  discounting  to  stockhold- 
ers, on  a  pledge  of  stock.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
free  lo  declare,  ihal  I  think  loans  on  stock,  if  not 
disptupoiiiooate  in  relation  to  the  wants  and 
bttsiaess  of  the  rea(  of  the  eonamuaity,  are  the 
safest  sad  best ;,  oor  would  they  have  deserved 
censure  if  they  bad  given  a  preference  to  the 
stockholders,  which,  in  fact,  would  be  the  neces« 
sa/y  consequence  of  giving  preference  to  stock 
loan^  gg  the  discotuiting  to  stockholders  waa  tbe 
aeeessary  efleci  of  landing  on  stock  security  at 
»U;  neither  could  It  have  been  incumbent  upon 
tbe  directors^  or  proper  for  tbem,  fie  inquire  into 
the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  discounts. 
]<^  then,  they  bad  discounted  to  siockholdersi 
which  would  have  been  both  legal  and  proper, 
the  persons  obtaining  the  loans  would  have  drawn 
oat  (he  notes  of  the  bank;  with  these  notes  they 
woBld  also  have  drawn  the  specie^  and  then  re- 
tarsed  it  back  in  payment  of  the  instalments, 
ottch  an  operation  would  have  been  payment; 
by  «och  an  operalion  the  individual  stockholder 
W0Q14  bave  cooaplied  with  his  engagement^ aided, 
u  IS  line,  by  the  benki  ^^t%  in  Ina  ezereisa  of  a 


legal  rights— tbe  right  of  leading  money,  and  dia* 
counting  in  the  reeular  course  of  banking  opera* 
tioBjs — no  other  efiect  is  produced  by  the  discouota 
under  the  resolution.  If  it  were  not  Illegal  to 
discount  to  a  stockholder,  and  suffer  the  appliea^ 
tion  of  the  proceeds  to  be  made  in  payment  ol 
ihe  instalment,  which  could  not  have  been  pre- 
vented without  a  resolution,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  how  a  resolution  to  discount  could  cre» 
ate  tbe  illegality.  One  distinction  is,  thati  in* 
stead  of  resolving  to  discount  at  the  time  the 
paper  is  offered,  the  resolution  is  made  before  any 
application  for  discount  is  preferred,  and  the  oh- 
jeet  honestly  avowed.  Another  distinction  is^ 
that  the  discounter,  instead  of  drawing  the  ape* 
oie,  merek  for  form  sake,  leaves  it  in  the  bank 
to  his  creait;  in  effect^  he  has  deposited  ao  much 
specie.,  and  his  bank  book  is  tbe  certificate  of  the 
fact;  but  these  are  rather  distinctions  without  a 
difference.  The  honorable  gentleman  fioaa  Yiff* 
ginia  (Mr.  Tti^eb)  has  admitted  tha  correctness 
of  thie  operation^  in  regard  to  the  third  instal* 
ment ;  and  I  cannot  pevceive  asy  diserlminatiea^ 
in  point  of  principle,  between  the  thurd  and  the 
second.  Mr.  McJL  said;  it  should  here  be  re* 
membered  that  thin  exercise  of  the  legal  right 
did  not,  in  any  degree,  incapacitate  the.  bank 
from  performing  aH  the  great  objects  of  its  in* 
corporation,  whetker  as  mattera  of  eooditioB  or 
policy.  It  baa  at  all  times  performed  them  ia 
good  faith ;  it  is  yet  daily  performing  them.  It 
has,  ia  ao  instance,  ever  rcAised  to  pay  its  aotea 
ia  specie,  on  demand ;  it  has  essentially  oontrib* 
nted  to  the  wants  and  enterprise  ef  tbe  comma* 
nity ;  it  was  enabled  sooner  to  extend  ita  opera* 
tioas,  and  diffuse  Us  ioiuence  more  widely,  and 
to  act  wrili  greater  proniptitude  and  more  effi* 
eiently ;  it  enabled  ihe  State  banks  to  resume 
specie  paymenta  earlier  than  they  otherwiaa 
would  have  done;  it  has  never  fiaiWd  in  any  of 
its  slipulattona  with  the  Government;  bat,  on 
the  eoatvary,  has  always  forntsbed  it  with  great 
aod  continued  faeiHties.  It  was  not  certain,  not 
even  probable,  at  tbe  price  specie  then  bore^  ftbat 
the  witbbolding^ef  the  dividends  frons  the  ddiii- 
qneats  would  have  cempelled  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  the  second  inscalaaeat,  aad  the  right  of 
suing  afforded  ne  greater  means  for  this  piKDOse. 
By  tbe  mode  adopted,  the  operations  of  the  aaok 
were  considerably  qatekened,  the  interest  of  Ihe 
stockholdera  advanced,  the  public  good  promoMd, 
and  the  means  acquired  of  certainly  compelliiig 
payment  in  the  space  of  sixty  days,  by  a  mer^ 
sale  of  the  stock.  Ia  peini  of  fact,  the  arnage* 
ment  waa  esteeuted  in  good  faith ;  and  the  iaves* 
tigation  I  have  made,  authorizes  me  to  say  that; 
with  very  few  exceptions,  and  these  to  a  aroall 
amonal,  payment  was  puoetaaliy  made  as  the 
notes  became  due.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Ttlbb)  has  insisted  that  the  baak 
was  bound  to  bring  suit,  and  ought  to  have  done 
so.  But,  sir,  I  deny  that  there  was  an^  such 
obligation;  it  would  have  been  strange,  indeedj 
if  there  had  been,  since  the  right  to  sue.  and  the 
impriety  of  execeising  such  right,  iavolves  eon- 
aiddationa  of  gveal  moaaenl^  which  coaid  aat 
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IniTe  been  foreseeo,  and  geDenll]r  depend  opon 
the  state  of  tbiogt  eiisting  at  the  time  the  right 
accrues.  If  the  peoalty  prescribed  by  the  charter 
failed  io  its  effects,  there  was  no  obligation  to  go 
farther ;  it  became  a  matter  of  soond  discretion 
with  the  directors,  to  adopt  the  coarse  most  con- 
sistent with  the  character  of  the  bank  and  the 
state  of  the  community ;  and  if  it  appeared  prob- 
able that  the  penalty  would  be  ineffectual,  it  was 
the  part  of  a  wise  and  prudent  foresight  to  anti- 
cipate and  provide  asainst  the  erils  which  might 
ensue.  Suppose  thel>snk,  however,  to  have  sued, 
and  to  have  refused  to  discount  to  a  stockholder, 
merely  because  he  was  such,  (which  is  indeed  a 
presumption  at  variance  witli  the  best  notions  on 
the  subject,)  would  a  different  effect  have  been 
produced,  or  would  the  condition  of  the  bank 
nave  been  improved  by  the  proceeding?  The 
suits  must  have  been  commenced  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  the  delinquent 
stockholder  happened  to  reside ;  in  somen  loncer, 
in  others  perhaps  a  shorter  time,  hot  in  none  less 
than  eighteen  months  would  have  been  required 
to  obcaro  judgment.  The  diversity  of  tribunals 
to  which  the  bank  would  thus  have  been  com- 
pelled to  resort,  would  have  increased  the  delay 
and  expense,  and  multiplied  difficulties  without 
number ;  and,  after  all,  there  could  have  been  no 
security  in  the  uncertain  and  embarrassed  state 
of  things  at  that  time,  that,  at  the  end  of  the  race, 
the  stockholder  would  have  been  solvent.  In  the 
meantime,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
bank,  with  a  faithful  regard  to  the  Interests  of  the 
punctual  stockholders,  and  the  Government,  and 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  to  have  made 
discounuand  carried  on  its  operations:  by  this 
means  its  notes  must  have  ^one  into  circulation, 
and  jnd^ent  being  obtained  In  the  cases  in 
which  suits  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  brought, 
the  defendants  would  either  have  gone  into  court 
with  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  paid  the  judg- 
ment, or  first  drawn  the  specie,  and  then  paid  it, 
in  discharge  of  the  suit.  The  moment  the  bank 
went  legally  into  operation,  this  result  was  inev- 
itable; and  I  cannot  perceive  bow  the  mode  of 
exercising  a  legal  right  can  be  construed  to  work 
a  forfeiture  of  the  incorporation. 

The- third  act  of  violation  consists  in  paying 
dividends  to  stockholders  who  had  not  completed 
their  instalments.  The  facts  upon  this  point 
being  correctly  ascertained,  there  will  be  no  oe- 
easion  for  little,  if  any  argument  in  regard  to  it. 
It  is  in  proof  that,  according  to  the  regular  coarse 
of  business,  **  when  a  stockholder  came  to  pay  his 
'  instalment  after  the  regular  period,  but  before 

*  any  dividend  was  declared,  interest,  at  the  rate 
'  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  was  paid  by  him,  on 

*  the  amount  of  his  second  instalment  from  the 
^  1st  January,  1817,  to  the  time  of  his  paying  ap. 
^  If  he  came  to  pay  his  second  instalment  after 

*  the  dividend  was  declared,  viz.,  7th  July,  1817, 
^  the  first  dividend  was  considered  as  forfeited, 

*  and  interest  on  his  instalments  was  paid  from 
<  the  1st  Jul  V,  1817,  to  the  time  of  his  paying  up." 
The  general  rule  of  business  on  this  point,  was. 
thercme,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  words  ot 


the  charter,  and  the  exceptions  which  bavebea 
pointed  out,  were  rather  in  obedience  to  the  sod 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  provision,  thaDtd^ 
parture  from  the  words.  There  vrere  but  for 
insunces  in  which  the  rate  was  not  striccif  li- 
hered  to,  and  enforced:  the  shares  of  all  tbefor 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  sixty-fire;  09e 
was  the  case  of  a  widow,  holding  but  a  few  siitn* 
and  the  others  had  beea  prevented  from  mak/sr 
punctual  payment  to  some  accidental  circmt 
stances,  entitling  them  to  a  relaxntion  of  the  nit 
The  object  of  this  provision  in  the  charter,  wis 
clearly  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  inst&lawtt, 
and,  like  all  other  human  laws,  designed  to  in- 
pose  the  penalty  upon  a  wilful  or  corrupt  oc^ 
geoce ;  so  far  as  this  was  its  object,  it  wasexe 
cuted  strictly,  and  in  good  faith :  but  it  eoaU 
never  have  been  intendM  to  punish  a  failorenpn 
the  part  of  the  unwary,  or  which  was  occasioaetf 
by  accidents,  over  which  the  ordinary  haaie 
exertion  had  no  control ;  for  suth  instaoeea,  a 
the  very  nature  of  the  case,  a  discretion  mi^ 
have  been  vested  in  the  great  body  of  the  itoek- 
holders.  The  provision  was  introduced,  also,  fa 
the  benefit  of  the  punctual  stockholders,  sod  if 
they  think  proper  to  waive  its  benefit,  and  rein 
the  rigor  of  the  words  in  the  case  in  which  ihtn 
existed  no  design  to  evade  its  providon.it  casitf 
be  a  ground  of  complaint  with  any  one  else.  Tbef 
have  waived  it  by  their  own  act,  and  they  do  i« 
desire  any  proceeding  on  this  account.  If,  ioM 
in  point  of  strict  law,  this  act  could  be  consideret 
as  a  violation  of  the  provision,  it  coold  scvc^ 
be  deemed  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  jusiiff  t^ 
widespread  ruin  which  would  ensue  a  forfeitoR 
of  the  whole  incorporation.  The  interest  btv^ 
been  charged  upon  the  shares  until  the  psyo^^ 
of  the  instalments,  the  diflference  would  be  s 
little  or  no  importance.  It  fully  evinces  tU 
there  could  have  been  no  evil  design  to  lif^^ 
the  charter ;  and  surely  gentlemen  will  not  ess- 
tend  that  it  in  any  decree  embarrassed  the  open* 
tions  of  the  bank  in  the  attainment  of  the  grvit 
and  fundamental  ends  of  the  institution. 

The  fourth  act  of  violation  is  said  to  consist  ii 
**  the  judges  of  the  first  and  second  eleetioss  v 
lowing  many  persons  to  give  more  than  thn^f 
votes  each,  under  the  pretence  of  their  beio^*'' 
torneys  for  others,  in  whose  names  the  sitti^ 
then  stood.** 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  concurred  with  the  uw»- 
mouB  sentiment  of  the  committee  in  disapproriit 
this  act.  It  could  not  be  disguised,  that  itsefi^ 
was  to  enable  the  large  speculator  in  stock  ^ 
control  the  influence  in  the  managemeat  aod  ^^ 
rection  of  the  bank,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  soiS 
and  bona  fide  stockholder.  Tet  he  could  ^ 
imagine  that  it  would  be  deemed,  under  all  ^ 
circumstances,  a  ground  of  forfeitare.  He  i^ 
begged  leave  bere  to  remark,  that  the  custom^ 
subscribing  for  stock  in  the  name  of  another,  tn 
voting  as  the  attorney  for  that  other,  had  bets 
practised  at  all  times  and  at  all  places,  ip  vi^ 
country,  since  the  fint  organisation  of  simiui 
institutions,  and  that  what  had  been  oniTei«< 
custom  and  tmaemorial  usage  might  almoit  U 
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taken  to  be  tUe  commoo  law  of  the  case.    It  was 
a  right,  also,  in  which  erery  sobscriber  might 
have  participated.    It  does  not  appear  very  sat- 
isfactorily, from  the  proof,  whether  the  practice 
was  generally  known  or  adopted,  though  it  is 
certain  that  it  was  adopted  by  many  of  the  large 
stockholders;  but  whether  it  was  certainly  known 
to  others,  or  to  what  number,  or  to  all  the  jadj^ 
or  whether  they  were  in  possession  of  sufficient 
proof  of  the  fact^  does  not  appear.    Mr.  MoLanb 
asked.  \(^  under  these  circumstances,  it  was  clear 
that  toe  persons  in  whose  name  the  stock  was  so 
held  had  not  the  legal  right  to  vote,  or  that  the 
judges  could  have  rejected  the  votes,  or  compelled 
%  consolidation?     He  believed  not     By  the 
charter,  the  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stock- 
iioiders  shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  according  to 
the  number  of  shares  which  he,  she,  or  they,  re- 
tpectively,  shall  **  hold :"  the  act  of  holding  is 
idopted  as  the  evidence  of  ownership,  or,  at  least, 
18  giving  the  right  to  vote.    The  person  in  whose 
same  the  stock  stands  is  the  holder;  with  him 
ire  all  the  legal  rights  and  all  the  responsibilities. 
Ilo  other  than  the  holder  could  vote  upon  the 
thares,  and  neither  the  commissioners  nor  the  cor* 
)oration  posaessed  the  power  of  compelling  the 
ransfer  of  the  shares.  Bven  if  they  had  suspected 
he  contrivance,  they  had  no  means  of  defeating 
t ;  they  were  bound  to  receive  the  best  evidence, 
md  the  books  of  the  commissioners  were  conclu- 
ive  of  the  fact  of  holding.    It  could  nor,  there- 
ore,  have  been  the  misconduct  of  the  judges  of 
be  election,  since  they  were  unauthorized  to  act 
itherwise,  and  since  it  would  have  been  imprac* 
icable  for  them  to  detect  the  collusion  which 
ras  supposed  to  have  been  practised  between  the 
'holder"  and  the  attorney.    For  this  reason,  it 
herefore  follows,  that  the  manner  of  voting  com- 
dained  of  was  not  a  corporate  act ;  it  was  not  an 
base  by  the  corporation^  but  the  mere  misbe- 
lavioQT  of  a  few  of  the  individual  stockholders, 
nr  their  own  private  purposes— misbehaviour, 
ither  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  stock- 
lolders,  or  over  which  they  had  no  control.    It 
urely  will  not  be  contended,  that  the  misconduct 
f  one  or  more  of  the  stockholders,  unauthorized 
ind  unofficial,  is  to  destroy  the  rishts  of  all  the 
ithera,  who  are  .innocent  men,  and  alone  injured 
\j  the  misbehaviour.    If  it  were  a  viohition  of 
he  charter,  it  was  a  violation  by  those  Individ- 
lab  by  whom  it  was  practised ;  it  might  be  proper 
o  punish  them,  but  it  would  be  worse  than  in* 
uatice  to  involve  others  in  a  common  fate  I  Per- 
laps,  too,  if  the  votes  thus  given  were  necessary 
0  the  election  of  the  successful  candidates,  their 
Section  might  have  been  declared  void ;  but  this 
vould  have  been  the  extent  of  the  operation  upon 
he  being  of  the  incorporation.    Mr.  McL.  also 
tontend^,  that  this  provision  in  the  charter  was 
introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  stock- 
liolders,  and  prinetpally  for  the  small  stockhold- 
!rs :  these  were  chiefly,  if  not  sokly,  interested 
iB  its  faithful  performance;  and  we  have  not 
leard  that  they  would  desire  a  remedy,  if  it  could 
be  so  called,  which  would  annihilate  at  a  blow 
the  whole  of  their  interests.    The  Government 
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have  no  interest  in  the  election ;  their  stock  is 
represented  by  their  own  directors,  appointed  by 
their  own  authority,  without  tne  consent  or 
knowledge  of  the  other  stockholders ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  constant  remembrance,  in  considering 
this  subject,  that  those  by  whom  this  particular 
violation  was  principally  practised,  and  to  whom 
the  most  of  the  evtlsi  and  abuses  which  grow  out 
of  it  have  been  attributed,  were  the  directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  and,  with  the  power 
of  removal  in  their  hands,  retained  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, from  time  to  time,  until  the  recent  ex- 
position in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

In  short,  then,  Kfr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL., 
all  the  acts  complained  of  as  violations  of  the 
charter  consist^  at  most,  in  either  an  unwise  or 
improper  exercise  of  a  legal  right,  or  in  the  acts 
or  misconduct  of  individuals,  for  which  the  incor- 
poration cannot  be  officially  responsible :  they 
have  in  no  degree  defeated  the  great  ends  of  the 
institution,  or  impaired  its  capacity  to  perform 
and  discharge  all  its  principal  functions.  It  is 
yet  in  full  life  and  vigor ;  shaken  a  little,  perhaps, 
oy  our  treatment  to  it,  by  our  jealousies  and 
suspicions,  and  reproaches,bot,  containing  a  sound 
constitution  and  abundant  means  of  usefulness, 
would  be  capable,  with  a  few  wholesome  correc- 
tions, of  aosweringall  our  reasonable  expectations. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  would  oe  difficult 
to  find  a  motive  sufficient  to  justify  its  unnatural 
and  premature  dissolution. 

Mr.  McL.  said  that  he  had  intended,  when  he 
rose,  to  have  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the 
different  acts  of  abuse  and  misconduct  to  which* 
the  report  of  the  committee  had  alluded,  though- 
not  amounting  to  a  violation  of  the  charter ;  but 
he  felt,  if  he  did  so,  he  should  exhaust  himseir 
and  the  Committee  before  he  could  submit  all 
the  remarks  which  the  course  he  had  prescribed 
to  himself  rendered  necessary.    Upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  he  would,  therefore,  briefly  re- 
mark, that»  besides  the  improper  speculations  in 
stock,  of  which  he  had  already  spoken,  the  abuses 
whicn  bad  fallen  under  the  animadversion  of  the 
report  might  be  comprehended  under  six  general 
heads:  1.  The  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  united 
States  towards  the  State  institutions.    3.  The 
practice  of  selling  drafts  on  its  offices.    3.  Dis- 
counting on  a  pledge  of  stock.    4.  The  arrange- 
ment for  paying  the  dividends  in  Europe.    5. 
The  improper  rejection  of  business  paper ;  and, 
fl.  Allowing  discounts  to  be  made  by  the  preai- 
dent  and  cashier.    As  to  the  second  and  fourth 
of  these  acts,  which  had  been  the  most  condemned, 
Mr.  McL.  said  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  that 
the  bank  had  the  right  to  do  both ;  and  he  did 
not  think  we  should  interfere  with  its^  exercise, 
unless  some  manifest  and  serious  injury  was 
likely  to  result  to  the  public;  even  then  we  could 
do  little  more  than  withdraw  the  nubile  depo- 
sites.    He  had  yet  seen  no  such  evil  flowing  from 
these  measures.  The  selling  drafts  upon  its  offices 
was  a  mere  exchange  operation,  of  great  public 
confenienee  and  accommodation,  contributing 
essential  facilities  to  the  commercial  enterprise 
of  the  country  and  the  financial  concerns  of  tne 
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naiioD.  There  had  been  no  instance,  within  hie 
knowledge,  in  which  it  had  been  exercised  op- 
pressively or  improperly ;  in  the  nature  of  things, 
It  could  not  be,  since  it  was  optional  with  tne 
individual  to  make  his  own  bargain.  The  ar 
ranffement  for  paying  the  dividends  in  Europe 
could  never  be  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  stoclc- 
holder  or  the  public.  He  saw  no  impropriety  in 
giving  to  the  stock  its  highest  credit  in  the  Elu* 
ropean  market ;  and  it  was  a  matter  involving 
so  many  considerations,  connected  with  all  our 
commercial  and  political  relations  abroad,  that 
he  fell  entirely  satisfied  to  rest  it  with  the  discre- 
tion of  gentlemen  who  were  daily  and  intimately 
conversant  with  all  their  details.  He  was  sure 
that  the  arrangement  would  be  continued  no 
longer  than  was  consistent  with  the  interest  and 
pront  of  the  institution.  Of  the  third  head,  he 
not  only  believed  the  bank  had  the  perfect  right 
to  discount  on  a  pledge  of  stock,  but  he  was  in- 
clined to  think  at  was  the  safest  and  best  mode 
of  doing  business,  if  it  were  not  practised  to  the 
injury  of  the  commercial  activity  and  general 
enterprise  of  the  countrv.  Of  this,  he  believed 
the  directors,  from  their  local  knowledge,  would 
always  have  the  best  means  of  judging;  and  the 
investigation  he  had  made  afforded  him  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  either  of  these  effects  had  yet 
been  produced.  He  would  not  refrain,  however, 
from  coodemning  the  practice  of  diseonnting 
upon  a  pledge  of  stock  above  its  par  value,  ana 
01  dispensing  with  the  personal  security,  under 
the  power  of  substitution.  Equally  reprehensi- 
ble, in  his  opinion,  was  the  practice  of  permitting 
the  president  and  cashier  to  make  loans  without 
the  approbation  of  the  directors,  in  each  particu- 
lar case.  He  believed  it  was  calculated  to  lead 
to  serious  abuses  i  and  he  trusted  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  stockholders  to  correct  it.  As  it  re- 
garded the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  towards  State  institutions,  he  could  not 
imagine  that  it  would  afford  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint It  bad  unJoobtedly  been  mild,  generous, 
and  conciliatory  $  and  it  was  with  surprise  he  had 
heard  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Ttlbb)  maintain  that  it  had  not  facilitated  their 
resumption  of  specie  payments.  Sir,  this  was 
among  the  first  and  great  benefits  which  this  in- 
stitution diffused  throughout  the  community, and 
the  documents  show  that  iu  desire  to  accomplish 
this  end  led  to  the  adoption  of  some  of  those  very 
acts  upon  which  censure  has  since  fallen,  and 
created  difilculiies  with  which  ii  would  other- 
wise not  have  struggled.  It  accomplished  this 
desirable  end  in  your  cities,  by  large  and  liberal 
loans  to  the  State  banks,  and  by  giving  currency 
to  their  paper,  thus  shielding  the  individual  debt- 
ors from  an  undue  and  fatal  pressure,  and  ena- 
bling the  banks,  without  their  aid,  to  meet  all 
their  engagements.  It  enabled  all  the  country 
banks,  and  esDecially  those  in  the  interior  and  to 
the  westward,  to  do  so,  by  receiving  from  the 
Government  an  immense  amount  of  tne  country 
bank  notes,  which  could  not  have  been  redeemed 
as  early  as  the  public  necessities  required,  and 
gave  to  the  banks  a  liberal  time  for  their  re- 


demption ;  thus  throwing  into  circalatlon  a  lai; 
amount  of  good  paper,  aupplying  the  waoti : 
the  Treasury,  and  relieving  the  State  banks  frcs 
the  pressure  from  which  they  had  everjthiof  l 
apprehend. 

but.  sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  it  is  iacoq^isteat  wc 
my  present  design  to  pursue  this  pti/i  of  the  >i»- 
ject  further.    I  have  already  said,  that  I  do  ii 
stand  here  as  the  indiscriminate  defender  of  u- 
bank.    The  inquiry  which  I  deem  materia] : 
pursue  is,  whether  the  abuses  which  have  bee 
practised  and  really  do  exist,  will  not  mdmii  of  i 
perfect  correction  without  the  destraeiioa  oftbt 
being  of  the  incorporation  ?    If  tbej  will,  I  will 
never  consent  to  be  among  its   deatroyeis.  It 
would  be  unbecoming  in  us  to  wield  cor  power 
vindictively,  when  a  chastening  arm  would  u- 
swer  every  good  purpose.    That  all  these  Kud 
misconduct  will  admit  of  correction   by  mU 
means,  and  will,  in  fact,  be  corrected  wiiMV 
much  interference  on  our  part,  is  to  me  perfecdv 
clear.    The  most  serious  acts  of  abuse,  those  i 
which  it  is  alleged  are  involved  the  Tiolatioosa: 
charter,  are  already  corrected — they  exist  no  lotf 
er.    There  is  no  apprehension  that  the  bank  vl 
ever  repeat  the  purchase  of  any  part  of  the  peb- 
lie  debt ;  it  has  suffered  too  sorely  in  the  pa^t  u- 
stance,  to  yield  so  ready  an  ac^aieaccace  in  tk 
instructions  of  the  Treasury  in  intarc.  The  ioasi 
on  account  of  the  instalments  have  principaLt 
been  paid,  and  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  thisgi 
ever  recur.    And  the  same  remark  nay  be  nu3e 
in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  dividends  loik 
delinquent  stockholders.    As  it  regards  the  divi* 
sion  of  the  votes,  the  documents  furnished  bj  tie 
committee  show  that  all  the  stock  has  long  socc 
been  consolidated  ;  but,  if  it  should  be  otherwise, 
the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  will  compel  •* 
to  be  done,  and  effectually  prevent  a  rccorr«icr 
of  the  evil.    Those  scenes  of  speculation  aUo,A. 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  most  verjsoa 
cease,  if  they  have  not  cessed  already.     Tney  » 
more  or  hn  incident  to  the  inception  of  all  ssci 
institutions,  and  cannot  be  prevented.     Mea  wul 
subscribe  for  and  purchase  stock  on  apecoUtMa: 
the  only  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  rcfsk 
march  of  the  institution.    Under  a  aooad  mi* 
agement  and  a  prudent  disposition  of  its  meia 
the  large  speculator  will  soon  Idse  hie  power « 
contraUinff  the  market ;  the  affdirs  of  the  ia^- 
tution  win  acquire  stabilitv  ;  iu  stock  will  rea:& 
a  regular  sound  value,  liable  only  to  the  iaer*- 
able  fluctuations  of  ordinary  property,  and  &ta^ 
become  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  solid  capiui- 
ist.    For  the  correction  of  all  these  abuses,  « 
also  have  a  pledge  in  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
holders.   A  safer  one  oQuld  not  be  proviiie^ 
Thejr  are  well  ac<iuainted  with  their  intemfls 
and,  if  they  perceive  a  course  of  conduct  calcr 
lated  to  prejudice  them,  they  will  not  fail  u 
check  it,  and  promptly  apply  the  remedy,  li 
this  has  not  been  the  case  heretofore,  it  i»  k* 
cause  the  great  body  of  stockholders,  in  commtf 
with  us,  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  or  exisi' 
ence  of  the  abuses.    Besides,  if  this  were  a  catf 
of  complaint,  the  Oovernmeat  would  come  ii 
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for  a  large  shai e.    Their  directors  were  the  prin- . 
cjpal  actors  in  the  drama,  and  they  possessed  the 
power  of  remoTal  atanjT  time.  We  cannot  doubt 
that  the  stockholders,  with  a  due  regard  to  their 
private  interests,  will  confide  their  management 
to  men  no  looger  than  they  pro^e  themsdres  to 
be  worthjr  of  the  trust.    There  is  also,  in  the 
very  natare  of  the  expossure  which  the  report  has 
made,  an  ample  remedy  for  all  the  erils;  the 
scratioiziog  power  of  Congress  has  already  been 
felt;  that  it  will  be  exercised,  is  no  longer  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation ;  and  these  facts,  together  with 
the  oature  of  the  report  arising  out  of  the  recent 
investigation,  will  necessarily  inenlcate  and  pre- 
serve a  due  circumspection  o£  conduct  in  future. 
Of  all  this,  we  need  no  belter  proof  than  is  to  be 
foood  in  the  effecu  already  produced  by  the  late 
inquiry.    We  bare  already  seen  the  unfortunate 
man  who  presided  over  this  institution,  surrend- 
ering a  lueratire  post  the  moment  it  was  intima- 
ted that  he  had  abused  the  trust  confided  to  him. 
I  call  this  ^eniieman  unfortunate,  because  1  be- 
lieve his  muforcones  are  attributable  to  the  influ- 
ence of  others,  much  more  than  to  any  immoral 
propensity  in  his  own  breast.    And  we  have  fur- 
ther seen  his  example  followed  by  another,  against 
whom  the  animadversions  of  the  report  have 
been  principally  directed.    The  same  spirit,  in 
obedience  lo  whieh  these  sacrifices  have  been 
made,  will  not  falter  in  its  course  until  an  entire 
reform  has  been  efieeted. 

But,  Mr.  MoL.  said,  there  were  other  reasons 
why  these  abuses  «  oold  not  continue.  They  were 
not  the  result  of  any  general  unsoundness  in  the 
maoagement  of  the  institution.  My  honorable 
colleagues,  said  Mr.  MoL.,  will,  I  am  sure,  jus- 
tify ine  in  saying,  that  there  were  men  in  the 
direction,  the  exaniiple  of  whose  general  conduct 
individually  and  officially  any  one  might  proudly 
imitate.  Men  of  highminded  honorable  feelings 
and  sound  intelligence,  capable  of  conducting 
the  institntioo  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
benefit  to  the  public,  and  to  whom  no  sinister 
motive  or  unfair  conduct  could  be  imputed—* 
who  had,  on  all  occasions,  been  the  advocates  of 
an  enlightenedi  disinterested  policy,  and  had  re- 
signed considerable  emolument,  which  they  might 
honorabU  have  made,  rather  than  incur  the  sus- 
picion of  narticiDBting  in  the  smallesi  degree  in 
those  stock  speeglations  which  have  been  so  much 
reprobated.  la  the  number  of  these  men,  besides 
those  named  in  the  report,  Mr.  MoL.  said  it  af- 
forded him  great  pleasure  to  enumerate  Mr.  T. 
WiWing  aad  Mr.  Fisher,  of  Philadelphia,  and  his 
honorable  friend  in  this  House,  from  Pennsyl- 
▼tnia,  (Mr.  Sbrgbaiit,)  as  conspicuous  for  the 
qoalificationa  he  had  mentioned.  On  the  whole, 
be  concluded  that  there  was  every  reason  to  cal- 
culate upon  a  safe  and  discreet  management  of 
the  afiairs  of  the  bank  in  future,  superintended, 
ss  it  would  be,  by  the  inquisitorial  power  of 
CoDgress,  and  the  control  of' the  Treasury  over 
the  public  depoeites. 

la  regard  to  the  question  of  the  expediency  of 
Abiogatiog  their  charter,  Mr.  McL.  said,  if  his 
cooMinctioa  of  the  acts  of  violation  were  correct, 


it  would  be  very  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  con- 
sideration of  it,  since,  if  there  were  no  forfeiture, 
the  charter  would  be  beyond  our  power.    Nor 
would  he  go  so  much  into  detail  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  because  of  the  lengtli  of  time  he 
had  already  occupied,  and  the  danger  of  encroach- 
ing upon  the  yiews  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.    Without  detaining  the  Com-  . 
mittee,  therefore,  said  Mr.  McL.,  in  particularly 
consideriog  the  importance  of  this  institution,  in 
providing  a  circulating  medium,  in  ^verting  the 
evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  in  equal- 
izing the  exchange  in  the  difierent  parts  of  this 
extensive  country  in  the  eminent  degree  it  has 
done,  in  facilitating  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government,  in  providing  a  ready  medium 
for  their  revenue,  and  safety  for  their  deposites^ 
and  in  inspiring  life  and  activity  into  the  com- 
mercial enterprise  of  the  community,  I  will  re- 
mark merely,  that  all  the  reasons  that  so  power- 
fully recommended  the  creation  of  the  bank  yet 
exist,  in  all  their  vigor,  to  recommend  its  preser- 
vation.   Among  these^  the  most  important,  in 
my  view,  is  the  necessity  of  a  national  currency, 
beyond  tne  reach  of  local  interests  and  commer- 
cial fluctuations ;  and  the  inexpediency  of  reiving 
upon  State  banks,  for  the  national  wants  ana  the 
operations  of  our  public  fioances.    Not  merely 
as  it  respects  the  supplying  of  the  Qovernment 
and  its  debtors  with  a  sound  unvarying  medium, 
considerations  suggested  by  the  gentlemao  from 
South  Carolina,  but  as  it  regards  the  stability  of 
the  Gk>vernment  and  the  efficiency  of  all  its  meas- 
ures in  war  and  in  peace.    I  ask,  sir,  if  it  is  wise 
to  place  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  National 
GK>vernment  at  the  control  of  State  banks?    If 
we  consider  for  a  moment  the  vast  extent  of  our 
continent,  from  all  quarters  whereof  our  revenue 
is  to  be  drawn,  and  over  all  parts  of  which  the 
supreme  arm  of  the  Gknerai  Government  is  to 
be  extended,  in  the  regulation  of  commerce  and 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  $  if  we  consider  also  the  augmenting  con- 
cerns which   are    daily  multiplying  with  the 
growth  of  this  mighty  empire,  and  the  almost 
absolute  necessity  of  hanking  facilities  for  the 
efifectoal  exercise  of  all  the  powers  intrusted  to    , 
the  Federal  Government,  the  foll^  of  plaeinj  our    i 
reliance  on  State  institutions  will  be  manifest.   ' 
Their  charters  might  expire,  and  their  existence 
cease  at  the  very  moment  their  aid  would  be  the 
most  necessary.    I  invite  ffentlemen  to  reflect 
also  upon  their  power  and  influence  over  the 
moneyed  afibirs  of  the  community.    It  is  in  their 
power  to  render  worthless  any  medium  which 
the  Government  may  be  compelled  to  create,  ex- 
cepting the  meuls,  of  whicn  we  all  know  the 
scarcity  is  greatest  in  times  of  the  most  pressing 
necessity.    Such  a  power,  in  the  hands  of  that 
diversity  of  interests,  which  might  prevail  in  the 
difierent  States  of  this  Union,  might  paralyze  the 
national  arm  and  have  a  fatal  influence  upon  our 
prosperity.    I  ask  gentlemen  to  recur  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  late  war.    Then  all  these  calami- 
ties were  seriously  felt.    We  must  all  remember 
the  embarrassments  of  the  Government  at  that 
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time.  Then  the  State  baaka^  in  most  iottaneei^ 
refused  their  aid,  and  the  rery  necessities  of  the 
Qorernment  forfeited  indiridual  confidence. — 
Treasury  notes  were  resorted  to,  and  ererv  efibrt 
was  made  to  giro  ibem  currency — the  uith  of 
the  nation  was  pledged  for  their  redemption,  and 
they  were  made  recei? able  for  public  debts,  but 
the  State  banks  refused  to  receife  them  in  de- 
posites;  and  by  this  single  act  depressed  them  to 
ten,  and  in  some  instances  to  fifteen  per  cent,  be- 
low par.  The  consequence  was  unaroidable; 
the  national  arm  was  weakened,  its  resources 
crippled,  and  its  credit  annihilated.  To  prerent 
a  recurrence  of  similar  calamities,  the  present 
bank  was  incorporated,  and  I  admonish  gentle- 
men to  beware  how  they  lea? e  us  exposed  once 
more  to  e? ils  of  the  same  character. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  McL.,  there  are 
additional  reasons  now,  which  recommend  the 
Ijrotection  of  the  bank,  that  did  not  exist  at  the 
time  it  was  incorporated.    By  giring  this  insti- 
tution a  bein^  and  existence,  youi  hare  created 
innumerable  rights  which  did  not  before  exist. 
There  are  the  debtors  and  creditors  of  the  bank 
who  hare  connected  their  interests  with  it  on 
the  faith  of  the  nation,  and  would  be  mined  by 
its  sudden  destruction.    There  are,  also,  the  in- 
nocent stockholders,  here  and  abroad,  who  have 
infested  their  fortunes  in  the  institution  upon 
the  same  national  faiih»and  upon  the  reasonable 
presumption,  that  no  harsher  measures  would  be 
adopted  towards  it  than  what  experience  had 
justified  in  regard  to  others.   Of  the  foreign  stock- 
nolder,  this  national  faith  is  the  chief  reliance, 
for,  in  effect,  not  being  allowed  to  rote  by  proxy, 
his  interest  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  represented. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  QoTernment  to  preserre 
its  own  and  the  credit  of  the  stock  in  Korope, 
and  this  cannot  be  done  without  giving  it  secu- 
rity and  stability  in  their  estimation.    If  it  be 
once  discerned  that  the  existence  of  such  an  in- 
stitution is  dependent  upon  le^risiatiTe  caprice  or 
local  interests  your  stocks  will  soon  be  looked 
upon  with  distrust  and  jealousy.    If  anything 
could  add  strength  to  these  considerations,  it  is, 
that  the  act  of  violation,  upon  which  a  forfeiture 
is  mainly  supported,  has  already  received  an 
amnesty  at  your  hands.    Two  years  ago  it  was 
officially  announced  to  you—- an  investigation  of 
the  matter  was  made — the  subiect  was  brought 
before  Cony^ress,  and  it  was  finally  resolved  to 
be  inexpedient  to  take  any  further  notice  of  it. 
By  this  vote,  others  than  those  who  at  that  time 
held  stock  were  encouraged  to  become  purchasers. 
It  was  an  annunciation  to  the  world,  that  Con- 

Sess  would  sustain  the  bank,  notwithstanding 
is  act  of  violation ;  hundreds  of  our  citizens, 
upon  this  principle,  purchased  the  stockist  ex- 
travagant prices,  and,  after  ail  this,  to  recall  this 
act  from  its  grave  ana  seise  upon  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  iinmolating  the  iostitutton,  would  be  an 
act  of  which,  for  the  glory  of  the  nation,  I  trust 
it  will  never  be  guilty. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ttleb)  had  said,  and  he  thought  with  more 
beauty  than  force,  that  this  act  was  committed 


when  the  child  was  in  its  infancy,  and  if  vr 
then  overlooked  it,  as  the  foUy  of  the  iDfaot,  n  a 
the  more  necessary  now  to  punish  the  mberratioai 
of  its  manhood.    Mr.  McL.  said,  it  was  a  aev 
system  of  discipline  to  visit  on  the  hmmd  of  tkt 
man  the  follies  of  the  boy,  and  was  oaFeasoaaftit 
as  well  in  the  artificial  as  in  the  natoral  persoa 
Sir,  said  Mr.  McL.,  I  have  no  sort  of  objectifli 
that  you  shall  consider  this  institvtion  as  yo« 
child ;  in  fact  it  is  so,  and,  if  properly  cherishci 
one  that  will  not  dishonor  its  parent.     I  ooiy  de- 
sire  that  you  shall  exercise  towards  hiai  a  paren- 
tal solicitude  and  authority ;  if  he  prove  refiac- 
tory,  admonish  him;  if  it  be  necessary  tofRVfat 
him  from  doing  an  injury  to  yoa  and  himsd!, 
administer  wholeeome  correction ;  bar  do  not  act 
the  part  of  an  unnatural  parent,  and  not  only  to*- 
ture,  but  sacrifice  him  for  faults  whiek  yon  baft 
once  overlooked,  or  for  future  acts  of  naiscoadact 
which  may  in  some  degree  be  aseril»ed  to  jov 
own  improper  indulgence. 

Mr.  McL.  said,  that  he  had  already  eoasuaeJ 
so  much  time  tnat  he  would  conelade  with  ai 
apologv  to  the  Committee  for  trespassing  so  los; 
upon  their  patience,  and  with  tbankiB|r  y^m  fa 
their  attenuon. 
Mr.  SsBQBABT  addressed  the  Chair,  as  foliowi: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  beg  the  pemisaioa  of  the 
Committee,  to  offer  to  them  some  obeervaiioas 
upon  the  several  propositions  that  are  now  s«b> 
mitted  for  their  consideration  and  decision. 

The  inquiry  in  which  we  are  engaged  is 
attended  with  some  intrinsic  diffieolties,  of  so 
inconsiderable  magnitode,  and  calculated  rtrf 
much  to  embarrass  our  deliberations,  as  thef 
must  have  been  to  embarrass  the  deliberatioas « 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  ezaminstisi 
of  this  subject  was  more  particularly  confidei 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  retrospective,  and  I  adaii 
it  is  necessarily  so.  We  are  called  upon  to  tsb 
a  review  of  the  management  and  conduct  of  tke 
bank  during  all  the  period  of  ite  existence,  uH 
we  expect  to  find  that  the  best  has  been  doneia 
every  instance,  which,  with  the  fall  light  derifed 
from  a  knowledge  of  all  that  has  siaee  bappenei 
appears  to  us  to  have  been  possible*  in  this  ona^ 
aer  it  is,  that  battles  are  fought  over  agaia  ia 
discussion ;  and,  whether  they  have  been  lost,  a 
whether  they  have  been  won,  it  seldom  happen 
that  those  who  thus  sit  in  jodgaieBt  apon  then 
cannot  detect  some  errors  that  Imvc  been  eom^li^ 
ted — point  out  advantages  that  have  been  lori, 
aad  opportunities  that  have  been  suffered  to  pes 
unimproved.  The  just  rule  of  judgment  in  sack 
cases,  if,  indeed,  ito  application  were  practicable; 
would  be  to  place  ourselves  in  the  sitnatioa  of 
those  upon  whose  conduct  we  are  called  to  paa^ 
in  the  midst  of  the  difficulties  by  which  tber 
were  burrounded,  and  with  no  better  view  of  tk 
future  than  what  their  own  judgment  could  afford 
them. 

It  is  in  the  nature,  too,  of  this  inquiry,  eondoet- 
ed  as  it  has  been,  to  group  and  connect  cogetbec 
all  the  exceptionable  acts  that  have  been  done  bj 
those  to  whom  the  management  of  the  institntioi 
has  been  confided ;  while,  to  use  a  bank  phnie, 
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it  eiTes  no  ct«dU  for  those  things  which  were 
Tight,  and  eren  entitled  to  some  commendation. 
I  wish,  sir,  to  be  distinctly  anderstood :  I  am  not 
nsiDg  the  laofDage  either  of  complaint  or  censure. 
I  only  say,  that,  as  the  inqairy.  from  its  nature, 
was  m  a  great  measure  eonfinea  to  exceptionable 
acts,  it  most  Deeessarily  present  them  In  a  body, 
withoot  relief  from  their  association  with  the 
mass  of  good  deeds  with  which,  in  their  order, 
tbe^  stood  connected.  This  is  a  sort  of  judgment 
whieh  none  of  us  would  be  willing  to  submit  to, 
or  coold  expect  to  endure.  Let  the  life  of  any 
AMD,  the  most  honest  and  honorable,  be  exposed 
to  the  same^kind  of  examination.  Begin  with  his 
iafsDcy,  (to  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
(torn  Virginia,)  and  follow  nim  through  the  dif- 
ferent periods  of  his  progress,  put  together,  as 
constituting  bis  histbry^  wnatever,  from  the  sever- 
est scrutiny,  you  can  find,  that  has  deserred  re- 
proach or  censure.  What  a  dark  exhibition  would 
ft  be! 

Besides,  sir,  what  is  at  last  the  test  we  apply  ? 
We  set  opinion  against  opinion,  upon  a  subject  of 
a  Tery  comprehensire  and  of  a  Tcrv  complicated 
nature,  involving  much  detail,  and  every  detail 
infotfing  more  or  less  of  speculative  inquiry. 

There  are  extrinsic  difficulties,  of  no  less  mag- 
nitude. It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  has  been 
a  vast  deal  of  prejudice  in  the  public  mind,  against 
this  institution,  whieh,  whatever  tnay  be  our  re- 
solutions to  the  contrary,  affects  us  insensibly, 
aod,  when  we  neither  know  nor  suspect  it.  The 
sources  of  this  prejudice  are  sufficientlv  apparent. 
The  Slate  institutions  have  many  or  them  been 
induced  to  regard  the  National  Bank  as  an  enemy, 
and  the  spirit  of  hostility  which  they  have  felt 
has  had  a  most  powerful  influence  throughout  the 
community,  with  whieh  they  are  so  extensively 
and  intimately  connected.  It  is  in  the  ordinary 
course,  too,  of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  to  give 
frequeat  offence  to  individuals,  ^^^rj  man  who 
is  refused  a  discount  thinks  himselr  aggrieved, 
and  indulges  a  feeling  of  resentment,  not  at  all 
mitigated  by  any  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances that  may  have  rendered  it  prudent,  or 
even  necessarfi  to  reject  his  application.  The 
same  remark  might  be  made,  with  equal  truth,  of 
every  sort  of  accommodation  which  the  bank  is 
supposed  to  have  the  capacity  to  afford,  but  which 
events,  beyond  its  power  to  control,  do  frequently 
oblige  it  to  withhold.  When  the  directors,  not 
ftrj  long  ago.  exercising  a  right  that  no  one  de- 
nies to  have  belonged  to  them,  and  exercising  it 
ttnder  the  compulsion  of  circumstances  so  impe- 
rious, that  every  one  now  confesses  they  could 
not  have  rdrained  without  a  plain  violation  of 
their  duty;  when,  I  say,  they  determined  that 
branch  notes  should  thenceforth  be  paid  only 
where,  upon  their  face,  they  were  made  payable, 
there  was  an  almost  universal  clamor.  8tr,  there 
is  still  another  source  of  prejudice.  The  bank 
has  had  the  day  of  its  beginning.  It  is  now  in  the 
^fty  of  it»  humiliation.  But,  it  has  had  the  day 
^  its  prosperity,  too-^when  success,  even  beyond 
^t  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends. 
*«ciaed  to  crown  its  operation^.    In  that  day^ 


appeal  to  many  who  are  within  hearing  what  I 
state,  and  are  able  to  confirm  its  truth,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  fact ;  I  appeal  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  our  nature,  to  say  whether  it  is  not  what 
would  generally  happen — those  who  had  them- 
selves refused  to  subscribe,  and  discouraged  the 
subscription  of  others ;  those  who  had  thus  ne- 
glected to  avail  themselves  of  what  then  appeared 
to  have  been  the  golden  opportunity,  suffered  all 
the  mortification  of  seeing  their  predictions  con- 
tinually falsified,  and  could  scarcely  avoid  the  in- 
fluence of  a  certain  deeply  implanted  kindred 
feeling,  which  is  never  more  sharply  exerted  than 
when  we  see  others  profit  by  what  we  have  per- 
mitted to  escape  from  ourselves.  They  did  not 
avoid  it. 

There  are,  besides,  many  who  think  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  however  organized,  is  impolitic  and 
unwise ;  and  there  are  some  who  think  it  not 
within  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  a  bank. 

Under  the  combined  operation  of  such  a  mass 
of  causes,  the  committee  had  no  doubt  a  difficult 
task  to  perform,  even  if  they  had  taken  much 
more  time  for  its  performance  than  seems  to  have 
been  allotted.  If  they  haye  fallen  into  errors,  it 
is  not  surprising:  but  it  ought  to  secure  from, 
them  some  indulgence  for  errors  in  others.  It 
will  at  least  entitle  us  to  differ  from  them  in  opin- 
ion, and  freely  and  fully  to  canvass  the  grounds 
of  the  report. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed  to  examine  the  re- 
port, I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  authority  under  which  we  have 
been  acting,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  law  for  in- 
corporating the  subscribers  to  the  bank.  The 
provisions  of  the  charter,  designed  to  secure  the 
faithful  administration  of  the  bank,  contain  in 
them  a  distribution  of  powers,  just  in  itself,  and 
perfectl]^  well  adapted  to  attain  the  object.  The 
power  given  to  this  House,  (sec.  23,)  is  confined  to 
a  single  point  of  inquiry,  whether  or  not  the  char- 
ter has  been  violated,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  expedient 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  for  its  repeal.  The 
examination  we  are  authorized  to  make,  is  sub- 
ordinate to  this  object;  and,  to  my  mind,  it  it 
?[uite  clear  that  we  have  no  right  to  pursue  is 
urther.  The  care  of  the  remaining  interests  of 
the  Government  in  the  institution  is  confided  to 
the  Executive.  The  President  appoints  the  Gov- 
ernment directors.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  an  almost  unlimited  power  of  examining 
the  proceedings  of  the  bank.  Weekly  statements 
are  to  be  made  to  him,  (sec.  11,  art.  15,)  and  he 
has  the  right  to  inspect  everything  except  the  ac- 
counts of  individuals.  The  purpose  is  manifest: 
it  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  enable  him  to  judge  of 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the 
Government  It  is.  in  the  next  place,  to  enable 
him  to  decide  whetner  the  public  interest  in  the 
bank,  consisting  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the 
Government,  and  the  deposites  of  public  money, 
are  foithfully  guarded.  The  necessary  sanction 
for  enforcing  tne  exercise  of  this  power,  is  also 
confided  to  the  Executive.    The  President  has 
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BUthority  to  tppoiDt,  and  to  him  is  ffiT«a  tiie  nu- 
thority  to  remore,  the  directors  on  the  part  of  the 
GoTernment,  (see.  8.)  A  much  more  importaot 
sanction  is  the  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of 


ers,  which  form  the  remaining  branch  of  this  great 
national  concern,  were  intended  to  be  left  to  the 
care  of  the  stockholders  themseivesi  as  their  best 
and  safest  guardians— their  natural  guardians; 
and  it  is  the  right  of  the  stockholders  to  delegate 
the  authoritjr  to  such  directors  as  they  may  think 
proper.  This  right  is  enforced  and  secured  by 
the  power  of  election.  Their  servants  are  ac- 
countable to  them,  precisely  as  we  are  to  our  con- 
stituents. If,  upon  a  review  of  our  conduct  here, 
they  are  not  satisfied  with  our  efforts  to  serve 
them,  they  elect  us  no  more,  but  devolve  the  hon- 
orable trust  of  representing  them  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  upon  others,  whom  they  think  more 
worthy  of  their  confidence. 

These  provisions^  thus  arranged  and  distributed, 
are  of  sumcient  efficacy  for  all  the  purposes  that 
were  designed  to  be  accomplished.  Thus  ar- 
ranged and  distributed,  they  are  in  harmony  with 
each  other;  and,  while  every  interest  is  guarded 
by  its  appropriate  sanction,  tney  all  co-operate  to 
secure  the  common  result — t,  faithful  administra- 
tion of  the  bank. 

If  this  be  a  correct  exposition  of  the  terms  of 
the  charter,  our  inquiry  ought,  properly,  only  to 
be,  what  alone  it  can  be  enectuallv,  whether  the 
charter  has  been  violated.  Any  otner  course  will 
inevitably  lead  us  into  difficulty.  If  we  under- 
take to  examine  the  general  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  or  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  particular  directors,  we  are  involved  at 
once  in  the  danger  of  an  interference  with  the 
Executive.  To  that  department  it  belongs  to 
decide  whether  the  public  duty  has  been  per- 
formed. The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
must  always  be  well  qualified  to  decide.  None 
but  a  citizen  of  distinguished  talents  will  be 
placed  in  that  high  and  responsible  station;  and, 
when  there,  his  official  occupations,  the  habitual 
tenor  of  his  studies  and  reflections — his  daily  ac- 
quaintance with  the  management  of  the  bank^  in 
all  its  relations  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation, 
as  well  as  his  repeated  inspection  of  the  state- 
ments exhibited,  will  enable  him,  better  than 
any  other  person,  to  judge  how  far  its  concerns 
are  faithfully  administered  towards  the  public. 
Are  we  not  in  dangSTi  too,  of  involving  ourselves 
in  eoUisioQ  with  the  Judiciary?  We  are  here 
entertaining  a  mixed  inquiry,  partly  of  expediency 
and  partly  of  charter  right,  mingled  in  such  a  way 
that,  in  deciding  whether  the  charter  has  been 
Tiolated,  we  make  no  distinction  between  errors, 
or,  if  you  please,  misconduct,  in  the  management, 
and  such  offences  of  the  corporation  as  would 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter.  Indeed,  the  dis- 
tinction, obvious  as  it  is,  seems  scarcely  to  have 
been  noticed,  either  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
or  in  the  debate  that  has  taken  place.  The  great 
stress  of  objection  has  rested,  not  so  much  upon 


the  specific  violations  of  the  charter,  alleged  to 
have  been  committed,  as  upon  the  more  compre- 
hensive ground  of  mismanagement  in  the  exercise 
of  indisputable  charter- rights.  Suppose,  then, 
that,  under  the  impression  of  considerations  like 
these,  you  send  this  corporation  to  the  Judieiatf, 
there  to  receive  its  trial;  you  may  send  it  there 
with  all  the  weight  of  prejudice  arising  from  a 
vote  of  Congress;  you  may,  and  you  will,  in  woe 
degree,  pre-oecupy  the  public  mind,  always  deeply 
affected  by  the  judgments  of  their  representatives; 
and  you  may,  and  probably  will,  more  or  less  im- 
pair the  chance  of  a  fair  and  impartial  trial. 
But,  when  this'trial  shall  come;  when  theco^ 

K oration  shall  appear  at  the  bar  of  a  judicial  tri- 
unal,  there  will  be  an  end  to  every  questioa 
except  the  naked  question  of  forfeiture;  there  will 
be  an  end  to  every  consideration  that  is  foreifs 
to  that  precise  inquiry,  and  then  the  consequenee 
will  be,  that,  following  a  different  rule  of  judg- 
ment, the  judicial  tribunal  will  probably  arrire 
at  a  different  result.  You  are  thus  in  direct  col- 
lision. Different  departments  of  the  Governmeat 
are  placed  in  a  state  of  hostility  towards  each 
other,  the  public  mind  is  irritated,  and  that  har- 
mony which  we  all  know  to  be  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  the  structure  of  our  Qovernmeot,  is 
uselessly  endangered.    / 

Sir,  we  interfere,  td  a  most  alarming  extent, 
with  the  just  power  of  the  stockholders.    They 
are  the  exclusive  judges  of  whom  they  will  have 
for  directors.    They  are  the  best  judges.    That 
sure  instinct,  "that  keen,  steady^  and,  as  it  were, 
magnetic  sense  of  their  own  interest,"  which 
every  man  feels  and  obeys,  in  his  own  concerns, 
is  the  best  security  to  be  relied  upon  for  a  careful 
and  prudent  selection.    It  is  tne  right  of  the 
stockholders,  by  the  charter,  and  it  is  almost  the 
only  right  they  have  reserved.    To  the  Qovero- 
ment  they  have  cooceded  much;  for  themselves 
they  have  retained  ouly  the  power  in  question,  u> 
be  exercised  under  such  modifications  and  re- 
strictions as  Congress  thought  fit  to  prescribe. 
Upon  the  faith  of  an  undisturbed  and  free  en- 
joyment of  this  republican  right  of  choosing  their 
own  representatives,  they  have  embarked  theii 
property  in  the  institution ;  and  would  yoo,  can 
you,  without  doing  unjust  violence  to  the  com- 
pact you  have  made  with  them,  impair  or  disturb 
the  exercise  of  the  power  that  belongs  to  them  of 
judging  for  themselves  whom  they  •will  have  for 
directors?    Sir,  I  will  put  to  you  what  may,  at 
this  moment,  perhaps,  be  deemed  the  strongest 
case.    Suppose  they  cnoose  to  elect  a  broker,  or 
a  speculator— can  you  say  they  shall  not  ?    Have 
you  the  power  to  tell  iJiem  what  shall  be  the 
occupation,  what  the  character  of  the  men  whom 
they  are  to  employ  1    You  may  think  their  selec- 
tion unwise  or  imprudent,  but  they  will  answer 
you  that  they  know  their  own  interests,  and  are 
able  to  take  care  of  them.    That,  in  the  very  in- 
stances you  object  to^  though  the  individuals  may 
be  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  being  specala- 
tors  or  brokers,  and  you,  on  that  general  ground, 
may  think  them  exceptionable,  yet  they,   the 
stockholders,  have  the  means  or  knowing  their 
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indiTidaal  ehaiaetert^  from  Tarious  sources  inac- 
cessible to  yoo,  and  fee  1  (be  follest  confideoee  in 
tbeir  intelligence  and  fidelity  to  the  institution. 
I  do  not  now  touch  the  question  of  elections;  it 
belongs  to  a  difierent  part  of  the  ioqairy. 

I  will  make  bat  one  observation  more  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject.  It  is  essential  to  the 
interests  of  the  stockholders,  and  it  is  no  more 
than  just  to  the  directors  that  the  latter  should  be 
free  while  they  are  performing  the  duties  that 
are  assigned  to  them;  that  they  should  be  free, 
not  only  from  all  restraints  eieept  those  to  which 
tbe  law  subjects  them,  but  that  thev  should  be 
free  from  the  apprehension  of  an  unlimited  and 
undefined  accounubility.  Many  things  are  ez- 
clusiFely  confided  to  them,  and  must  m  so  confi- 
ded. Their  own  judgment,  fairly  applied,  their 
iwn  discretion,  is  what  must  guide  them.  Who 
nrill  undertake  an  office  like  this,  if  he  is  to  act 
tinder  the  terror  of  an  ioTestigation  that  may  put 
I  he  worst  construction  upon  well  meant  efforts; 
that  may  even  expose  his  best  acts  to  censure, 
ind  which.  ^Terned  by  no  known  rule  in  its 
sourse,  ana  limited  by  no  measure  in  its  result, 
8  calculated  to  confound  all  distinction  between 
:he  officer  and  the  individual,  between  error  and 
niseonduct,  and,  by  a  hasty  sentence,  to  inflict 
lie  keenest  punishment  that  an  honorable  man 
tmn  endure  1  And  this,  too,  upon  what  a  mem- 
ber of  the  select  committee  has  termed,  and  pro- 
>erly  termed,  an  ex  parte  inquiry,  where  the 
iccased  has  not  an  opportunity  either  of  expla- 
in tion  or  defence,  and  where  the  first  notice  he 
eceives  is  in  the  heavy  condemaation  going 
brth  against  him,  under  the  respected  authority 
»f  a  committee  of  this  honorable  House. 

Sir,  other  objections  will  readily  present  them- 
elves  to  such  an  inquiry.  We  have  no  rule  or 
irinciple  to  direct  us,  no  more  than  one  man 
vould  have  in  judging  whether  another  man- 
iged  his  estate  to- the  greatest  advantage.  If  the 
nquiry  were  simply  whether  the  charter  had 
leen  violated,  we  should  have  a  comparatively 
•asy  daty.  There  mtcht,  and  from  what  has 
occurred,  I  think  it  probable  there  would,  be  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  Still,  we  should  differ  only 
iboot  the  application  of  established  rules,  and 
(bould  be  relieved  from  the  most  unpleasant  part 
)f  the  present  inquiry. 

But  I  know  well  that  every  nublic  body,  how- 
ever constttoted,  listens  with  reluctance  and  with 
tome  displeasure  to  any  argument  or  suggestion 
;hat  tends  to  brtn^  in  question  its  own  power.  I 
lo  not  mean,  for  it  is  no  longer  material,  to  ques- 
ion  the  power  of  this  House  in  its  immediate 
ipplieatton  to  the  business  io  hand.  It  is  too  late, 
3till  less  do  I  mean  to  avoid  the  full  examination 
)f  all  the  grounds  of  conplaiat  and  censure  that 
ire  displayed  In  the  report  of  the  committee.  But 
I  have  thought  it  right  to  submit,  with  candmr 
ind  freedom,  such  observations  as  occurred  to 
ne,  upon  the  j^ene'ral  nature  of  the  authority  pos- 
lessed  by  this  House,  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
szpose  the  mischiefs  that  might  result  from  trans- 
cending it.  Bvcrv  member  will  allow  to  them 
weight  as  he  thinks  they  deserve,  and  no'  mort< 


I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  subject, 
under  the  two  aspects  in  which  it  is  presented  by 
the  committee. 

I.  As  regards  the  general  management  of  the 
institution. 

II.  As  regards  the  alleged  violations  of  the 
charter. 

1.  We  all  of  us  remember  distinctly  the  state 
of  things  that  existed  when  the  law  passed  for 
incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  We  had  a  currency,  or  rather,  to 
speak  more  accurately,  we  had  currencies,  local 
in  their  circulation,  and  variously  depreciated  in 
different  parts  of  the  Union;  in  some  quarters  of 
the  country  as  much  as  twenty  per  cent.  We  had 
no  general  currency — none  that  would  circulate 
freely  everywhere.  The  evil  effects  were  already 
very  manifest,  and  threatened  to  increase.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  obstructions  and  difficulties 
that  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  domestic  com- 
merce and  exchange,  nor  of  the  continual  irrita- 
tion that  was  occasioned  by  the  changes  in  value 
that  took  place  at  every  step,  taken  by  what  was 
called  monev  in  its  progress,  either  with  travellers 
or  traders,  throoffh  difierent  parts  of  the  Union— 
to  say  nothing  of  the  effect  upon  the  credit  of  the 
country— hut  passing  these  by  as  evils  that  were 
familiarly  known  and  felt,  there  still  remained 
one  great  source  of  grievance  and  public  mischief 
which  it  peculiarly  became  the  duty  of  the  Gkiv- 
ernment4»f  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  re- 
move. The  revenue  of  the  Government  was 
received  in  the  paper  of  the  State  banks — ^its  debts 
were  paid  in  the  same  paper.  What  was  the  coi^ 
sequence  ?  Its  funds  were  not  tranferable  from 
place  to  place,  according  to  its  wants,  but  confined 
in  their  use  to  the  local  limits  which  bounded 
the  circulation  of  the  paper  in  which  they  hajh 
pened  to  be  paid.  There  was  nothing  like  uni- 
formity in  the  payments  made  to  the  Qovemmeot. 
A  merchant  in  Boston,  owing  precisely  the  same 
nominal  amount,  paid  twentypercent.  more  than 
a  merchant  in  Baltimore.  There  was  the  same 
inequality  in  the  disbursement  as  in  the  receipt 
of  the  revenue.  The  public  creditor,  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  receive  his  money  at  Boston, 
received  twenty  per  cent,  more  than  the  creditor 
who  was  obliged  to  receive  it  at  Baltimore  or 
Washington.  In  addition  to  all  the  inevitable 
erils  that  belong  to  such  a  state  of  thincs,  (suffi- 
cient surely,  if  allowed  to  continue,  to  have  en«> 
dangered  the  well-being  of  the  Union,)  there  was 
one,  perhaps,  also  inseparably  incident,  that  be- 
^an  to  manifest  itself.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  power 
It  gave  to  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys* 
They  had  the  opportuaity  of  benefiting  them- 
selves, and  of  favoring  their  friends,  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  Treasury  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  creditor.  The  very  possibility  of  such  an 
abuse  was  a  sufficient  sround  of  suspicion.  At 
the  period  we  are  speaking  of,  an  officer  of  the 
Qovernment  found  it  necessary  to  ask  of  this 
House  an  investigation  of  his  conduct,  in  order 
that  he  might  vindicate  himself  from  cercaio  in* 
juriotts  rumors  circulated  against  him,  upon  no 
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better  foundation  than  that  I  have  mentioned. 
The  investigation  took  place;  the  resalt  was  sat- 
isfactorv;  and  I  refer  to  it  only  to  bring  into  view 
one  of  the  many  kinds  of  mischief  that  grew  out 
of  the  disordered  condition  of  the  currency. 
Whether  the  State  institutions  wonld  of  them- 
selves have  corrected  the  evil  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  inquire.  The  Qoveroroent  of  the 
United  States  had  no  direct  controlling  power 
over  them ;  and  if  they  had  so  far  sacrificed  their 
own  interests,  in  deference  to  the  public  good,  as 
to  restrict  their  business,  and,  ot  course,  their 
profits,  it  must  have  been  from  a  voluntary  sub- 
mission to  motives  of  a  higher  character  than 
ordinarily  govern  the  conduct  of  iodividoals  or 
bodies.  But  this  I  will  say,  that,  if  they  were  to 
be  brought  back  by  anything  deserving  the  name 
of  coercion,  it  could  not  have  been  by  a  gentler 
eeercion  than  that  which  has  been  employed  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  when  this 
aobject  was  before  Congress,  at  the  time  of  pasa* 
ing  the  act  of  incorporation,  it  was  thought  by 
wuLuj  that  the  destruction  of  the  State  instttations 
would  rapidly  follow  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
ttonai  Bank.  I  confess  myself  to  have  been  one 
<Mf  those  who  were  influenced  by  this  apprehen- 
sion. I  thought  the  new  institution  would  press 
heavily  upon  the  old,  and  through  them  would 
^ess  severely  upon  the  community.  I  did  not 
Chen  aee  how  the  great  public  views  were  to  be 
realized,  without  departing  from  that  course  of 
lenity  towards  the  Stale  banks  which  the  inter- 
eats  of  the  community  seemed  most  imperiously 
io  require. 

The  objeeta  to  be  attained  were  thus  immense: 
the  interests  to  be  conciliated  were  of  the  highest 
importance,  and  at  the  same  time  apparently 
irreconoilable*  The  task  was  a  fearful  one,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  executed,  when 
It  comes  to  be  fairly  developed,  will  seem  little 
abort  of  marvellous.  If  proof  were  necessary  of 
what  was  generally  thought  at  the  time,  of  the 
haarden  the  bank  had  assumed,  and  of  its  capacity 
to  bnr  that  burden,  we  might  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  subscription  at  the  opening  of  the  books. 
Great  doubu  were  entertained  whether  it  would 
\m  filled;  in  fact  it  was  not  filled  during  the 
twenty  days  prescribed  by  the  law.  There  re>» 
flutined  unsubscribed  above  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, nearly  the  whole  of  which  was  taken  by  one 
individual  at  Philadelphia. 

i  will  now  proceed  to  show  what  the  bank  has 
dcme;  considering,  first  in  order,  the  NiUhfuU 
obfecU  it  was  desisned  to  accomplish. 

Among  theser— the  most  interesting,  and  in  every 
point  of  view  the  most  important — that  which 
ohiefly  induced  the  passage  of  the  law,  was  the 
introduction  of  an  uniform  currency,  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  answer  the  purposes  or  circulation, 
so  far,  at  least,  as  to  enable  the  Government  to 
collect  and  disburse  its  revenue*  I  mean  a  cur- 
rency as  nearly  uniform  as  the  nature  of  thin^ 
did  admit.  It  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  within 
the  power  of  any  government,  or  of  any  bank,  to 
aaake  a  dollar  at  New  Orleans  worth  as  much  to 
a  merchant  in  Boston,  aa  a  dollar  in  Boston ;  un- 


less, indeed,  he  has  employment  for  his  dollai  at 
New  Orleans,  in  which  case  it  may  be  worth 
more  or  less  to  him,  according  to  circumataaeeb 
We  might  as  well  pretend  to  make  a  bag  of  co^ 
ton  worth  as  much  upon  the  plantation  where  it 
is  produced,  as  in  the  warehouse  at  New  York, 
Of  in  the  mtmnfactory  at  Philadelphia.  But  this 
part  of  the  subject  has  already  been  fully  and  ably 
handled  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  LowNOES  J  who  has  shown  conclusively  that 
the  currency  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  approaches  nearer  lo  uniformity  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  this  great  country,  than 
has  been  attained  by  nations  possessing  at  least 
equal  advantages,  and  operating  within  miKh 
narrower  limits. 

Neither  was  it  understood  or  expected  that  the 
bank  would  be  Me  to  place,  and  to  keep  in  cir- 
culation, everywhere,  as  much  as  in  each  p8^ 
ticular  quarter  of  the  Union  might  be  wished 
or  wanted.  This  is  impracticable  in  regard  to 
States  and  districts  of  country,  as  it  is  with  re- 
spect to  individuals.  A  parent  may  give  to  a 
cnild  a  fortune  adequate  to  his  support,  aad  suited 
to  httf  circumstances,  but  he  cannot  prevent  hia 
from  wasting  or  psrting  with  it,  uueas  he  im* 
poaea  restrictions  upon  its  use.  The  very  phiaae, 
a  uniform  currency,  implies  a  currency  chat  will 
pass  everywhere— that  will  flow  everywheie— 
without  any  obstruction  but  what  arises  fn>m  the 
expense  of  conreyance;  of  equal  value  every- 
where, and,  for  that  very  reason,  in  unequal 
quantities.  It  is  the  precise  distiaetion  between 
the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sta^  and 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks;  which,  baring  ae 
currency  beyond  certain  local  Umits,  remaias 
within  them  in  greater  abundance  than  aa  neces- 
sary. It  is  the  same  dlstinctioa  whcoh  esisti 
between  either  kind  of  paper,  when  ant  aedeem- 
able,  and  gold  and  silver.  We  may  iliasttase  it 
more  clearly  by  an  instance :  A  merehant  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  makes  a  sale  in  Ohio,  in  ordcsr  that 
he  may  be  able  to  buy  In  Baltimore,  or  he  sells 
in  Baltimore  that  he  may  buy  in  New  York. 
He  wishes,  in  either  ease,  to  receive  what  will 
pay  for  his  pnrchase  in  Baltimore  or  New  York, 
and  he  carries  from  the  place  of  sale  to  the  plaae 
of  purchase  the  amount  that  he  has  received*  It 
has  happened  to  most  of  us  to  have  some  nm- 
rieace  of  the  nnture  of  this  distinction.  For- 
merly, there  was  great  complaint  by  tfaveilen  ia 
some  parts  of  New  Bngland,  chat  the  money,  oc 
rather  the  paper,  they  received  in  one  town 
would  not  pass  in  another.  There^  I  believe,  the 
grievance  has  ceased.  But  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  we  experience  it  every  day,  being  obliged 
continually  to  inquire  whether  the  paper  put  into 
our  hands  in  one  place  will  be  taken  in  payment 
in  another,  and  ieeling  instantly  the  inconveni* 
ence,  if,  by  mistake^  we  carry  it  bcfond  the  lim- 
ited bounds  of  its  circulation. 

Where  the  currency  has  the  quality  I  have 
mentioned,  that  is,  of  uniform  value,  or  nearly 
uniform,  the  quantity  that  will  remain  nt  any 
given  place  depends  upon  the  course  of  trade ; 
the  quality  depeada  upon  its  solidity ;  it  is  only 
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to  be  obtained  Xif  buying  or  borroviof.  The 
memorial  to  tbe  Oiiio  L^islature,  or  the  report 
of  a  committee  of  that  body.  (I  do  not  koovr 
which,  for  I  was  not  in  the  ilouse  when  it  was 
quoted  by  the  fentleoun  from  Sooth  Carolinar) 
compiaios,  is  sobstaoee,  that  such  a  earreocy  was 
furnished  to  them.  That  is  the  amoant  of  the 
com  plaint,  for  thej  say  they  were  tempted  to 
employ  it  io  parchasiog  from  the  cities  to  the 
eastward  beyond  what  they  ooght  to  have  pur- 
cbtsed.  A  very  singular  complaint,  indeed, 
wiiich  chai;^  upon  others  the  consequences  of 
their  own  unprndeQce,  The  complaiot  shovid 
be,  that  they  did  not  keep  what  was  given  to 
ihem,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  it,  and  use  it,  as 
they  might  have  done,  in  the  payment  of  their 
does  to  the  Qovernment.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that  they  have  approached,  if  they  have 
not  reached,  the  true  cause  of  their  present  em- 
barfassmenis.  This  currency  woaid  not  have 
waodered  away,  and  left  them  destitute  of  the 
means  of  paying  their  debts,  if  their  local  circu- 
lation bad  not  teen  overcharged  with  State  bank 
paper,  depreciated  from  its  abundance— too  easily 
obtained— Mppl^ing  the  purposes  of  local  ex- 
ehaage,  and  failingi  when  it  was  wanted,  for  the 
more  extensive  exchange,  to  which  the  United 
Stales  Bank  paper,  from  its  uniform  value,  was 
exactly  adanted.  The  paper  and  credits  afforded 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  thus  ban- 
ished by  the  local  paper ;  they  were  sent  off  to 
perform  the  distant  service  of  buying  in  the 
cities  at  the  eastward,  and  the  people  of  Ohio 
kept  nothing  to  pay  their  debts  but  the  paper  of 
the  State  banks.  This  was  their  own  fault,  im- 
putable to  themselves  alone.  Time,  economy, 
tad  the  industry  of  the  State,  employed  in  pro- 
doeing  what  will  boy  money,  or,  in  other  words, 
what  may  be  exchanged  with  those  parts  of  the 
Uoioo  where  the  money  has  gone,  will  bring  all 
right. 

Oae  of  the  charges  made  by  the  committee 
against  the  management  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statea,  f  and  which  this  is  the  most  fit 
place  to  notice.)  is  on  account  of  the  supposed 
exeessiveness  of  its  loans  in  those  Statesaad  cities 
agaiost  which  there  was  a  balance  of  trade— those 
which,  to  simplify  the  idea,  were  debtors,  pat  tic- 
ularljio  Kentacky,Ohio,in  Baltimore,  and  Phil- 
adelphia. The  argument  they  employ  to  sustain 
this  eharfe,  namely,  that  injustice  was  done  to 
the  States  and  cities  which  had  the  balance  in 
their  favor,  or  were  creditors,  has  already  been 
amply  and  conclusively  refuted.  It  has  been 
shown,  indeed  it  appears  from  the  statement  of 
the  report  itael^  that  these  loans  were  in  the 
highest  degree  beneficial  to  the  creditor  States 
and  cities,  the  osoney  obtained  by  the  borrowers 
going  directly  thither,  and  enabling  them  to  ob- 
tain specie  from  the  branches,  to  be  employed  in 
the  manner  most  advantageous  to  themselveS) 
either  by  their  banks  or  by  individuals.  **  The 
efiipctof  these  draughts  upon  the  Northern  offices, 
vas,  to  compel  the  constant  remittance  of  specie 
tbere^"  dbc.  (Report,  p.  4.)  How,  then,  it  can 
be  aid  ''that  those  places  were  made  tributary 


to  Baltimore,"  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  to  under- 
sund. 

But,  considering  the  diffusion  of  an  uniform 
currency  throughout  the  United  States,  in  suffi* 
cient  quantities  for  public  purposes,  to  have  been 
an  important  public  object,  it  will  be  easy  to 
show  that  the  imputed  error  is  far  from  bein^ 
censurable.  To  put  in  circulation  such  an  uni- 
form currency  as  has  been  described,  in  the  man- 
ner most  advantageous  to  the  Union,  it  was  ne- 
cessary, when  the  bank  was  organ izetl,  to  give  a 
preference  to  those  States  against  whom  there 
existed  an  unfavorable  balance.  It  would  flow 
from  them  in  payment  of  their  debts,  (retaiiiing. 
if  they  were  prudent,  what  was  reonired  for  local 
purposes,)  where  it  ought  to  go— that  is,  into  the 
creditor  States — and  thus  the  creditor  States  be 
supplied.  But  what  was  thrown  by  the  bank 
into  the  creditor  States  would  never  find  its  way 
to  the  debtor  States,  unless  it  were  in  the  shape 
of  loans  by  them,  which  was  not  to  be  expected. 
If  an  individual,  having  a  sum  of  money  to  lead, 
was  disposed  to  lend  it  to  one  of  two  persons, 
each  of  whom  he  was  equally  inolined  to  serve, 
and  in  both  of  whom  he  had  confidence  as  to 
their  ultimate  ability  to  repay^  if  in  that  caae  he 
could  lend  it  only  to  one,  and  it  so  happened  that 
one  of  them  was  indebted  to  the  other,  would  he 
be  most  likely  to  benefit  both  by  lendiiig  it  to  the 
debtor,  or  by  lending  it  to  the  creditor?  The 
answer  is  obvious:  if  lent  to  the  debtor,  he  would 
be  enabled  to  apply  it  towards  payment  of  hia 
debt,  letaining  what  might  be  necessary  for  more 
urgent  wants,  the  creditor  would  receive  his 
money,  and  both  would  derive  some  advantage; 
if  lent  to  the  creditor,  none  of  it  would  find  its 
way  tp  the  debtor.  A  different  course  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
institutioui  as  it  ia  always  better  to  lend  to  the 
rich  than  to  the  poor— I  mean  better  for  the 
lender.  But,  if  the  object  was  to  distribute  an 
uniform  currency  throughout  the  United  States, 
there  was  no  error.  That  such  a  currency  has 
been  introduced,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  cannot  be 
controverted.  It  is  undeniably  proved  by  the 
fact,  that  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  are  ever  made  in  a  currency  of  uoiform 
value.  Neither  can  it  be  controverted  that  such 
a  currency  has  been  introduced  into  every  quar* 
ter  of  the  Union  in  sufficient  quantity.  If  it  has 
not  remained  in  the  places  where  it  was  intro- 
duced, that  cannot  be  chargeable  to  the  bank,  for 
the  bank  had  no  power  to  prevent  its  mtgratioa 
or  transfer.  So  far,  therefore,  as  respects  this 
great  object— «n  uniform  curreQcy**the  duty  of 
the  bank  towards  the  public  has  been  faithfully 
and  fully  performed. 

Nearly  connected  with  this  subject^  was  the 
effort  to  make  the  branch  notes  payable  every- 
where, without  regard  lo  the  place  of  paymeat 
indicated  upon  the  face  of  them.  It  would  na* 
doubtediy  have  been  a  great  public  convenience 
but  it  was  more  than  the  public  had  stipulateo 
for,  and  more  than  the  public  had  a  right  to  ex« 
pect.    I  think  it  easily  demonstrable  that  tiM 
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tytcem  coold  not  be  aeted  ii|M>a  withoot  gre^i 
incoof  enienee  and  loss,  and  serioas  danger  to  tbe 
instittttioD.  It  must  be  remembered,  however, 
that  the  practice  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whose  notes  were  only  payable  or  reeeir- 
able  at  the  place  where  they  were  made  payable 
on  their  face,  had  been  strongly  (thoogh  I  affree 
nnreasoaably  }  reprobated.  It  must  be  remember- 
ed, too,  that  many  well-informed  men  believed  in 
the  practicability  of  the  plan  first  adopted  by  the 
present  bank ;  and  probably  nothing  bat  experi- 
ence (the  most  aathoritative  of  all  teachers) 
would  have  convinced  them  of  their  error.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  the  experiment  was  per- 
haps necessary  to  be  made,  m  order  that  the 
public  might  be  fully  satisfied.  It  was  certainly 
well  meant  and  innocent.    "  The  wants  of  the 

*  country  and  the  interest  of  the  bank  (says  the 

*  president  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  October,  1817, 
'  documents,  page  28)  reoaire  an  extensive  circa* 

*  lation  of  its  paper;  and  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
'parent  board  to  encourage  the  indiscriminate 
'  use  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  reserving  for  impe- 
'  rioos  circnmstancee  and  inevitable  occasions 
'  the  exercise  of  the  legal  right  which  it  possesses 
'  of  declining  to  receive  or  pay,  except  at  the  re- 
'  spective  places  where  payment  is  promised  on 

*  the  face  of  the  notes.''  The  experiment  has 
been  made;  experience  has  condemned  the  at- 
tempt. **  Imperious  circumstances"  have  com- 
pelled the  bank  to  exercise  the  right  it  possesses ; 
and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  report  oi  the  com- 
mittee approves  the  change,  and  admits  that  it 
was  made  in  the  manner  least  exceptionable  and 
inconvenient.  There  must  be  an  end  now  to  the 
complaint  which  has  been  made  about  this  act  of 
the  bank. 

I  will  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  another  branch  of  the  public  management  of 
the  bank — that  which  regards  its  duties  towards 
the  Grovernment.  Of  the  manner  in  which  these 
duties  have  «been  fulfilled,  no  one  can  be  better 
qualified  to  judge  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ;  no  one  would  more  promptly  feel  tbe 
inconvenience  of  the  smallest  failure,  as  they  are 
all  intimately  connected  with  the  fiscal  arrange- 
ments confided  to  his  care.  His  testimony  there- 
fore ought  to  be  of  the  greatest  weight  with  the 
Committee,  if  indeed  it  be  not  quite  conclusive. 
For  distrust  and  suspicion  must  have  icquired  a 
most  unreasonable  and  excessive  influence  in  our 
deliberations,  if  they  can  incline  us  for  a  moment 
to  question  or  doubt  the  statements  of  that  high 
and  distinguished  ofllcer.  In  a  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary, during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  (the 
words  of  which  I  cannot  quote,  but  to  which 
every  member  may  refer  on  the  files  of  the  House,) 
he  expresses,  according  to  my  recollection,  a  gen- 
eral approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank — as 
having  exceeded  his  expectations.  In  his  letter 
of  the  4th  December,  1818,  the  select  committee 
of  this  House,  (documents,  page  96,)  he  states  in 
detail  how  the  specific  duties  of  the  bank  towards 
the  Government  have  been  performed.  I  appeal 
to  that  letter  to  show  that  they  have  always 
been  faithfully  performed^ 


But  tbe  manlier  in  which  the  b^vk  has  per- 
formed its  duties  towards  the  Qoveroment,  tbeso> 
vices  it  has  rendered  to  the  (SoTemment  ui 
nation,  cannot  be  more  plainly  evinced  than  bf  i 
statement  extracted  from  the  doevmenu  faraislH 
by  the  select  committee.  The  baok  comnescsi 
its  operations  about  the  1st  January,  1817,  except- 
ing a  loan  to  the  Qovernment,  of  9500,800,  m»k 
in  December,  1816.  The  public  depooties,  os  ik 
31st  Janoary,  1817,  amounted  to  ^1,147.773  9J: 
in  the  following  March  they  had  risen  lo  f  11.6U- 
017  62;  the  30th  April  they  were  K11,34&7S6  73; 
and  on  the  29th  July,  $24,746,641  36.  Thfik  sir, 
was  when  the  bank  had  been  in  operacioatei  nx 
months.  That  this  immense  amoont  of  934,'?^- 
641  26,  was  the  saving  of  the  reveDoe  receiTe^ 
during  that  time,  no  one  will  pretend.  It  vis 
the  accumulation  of  revenue  previonaly  eolleetei 
distributed  throughout  the  United  States,  ia  cai- 
its  of  State  banks,  variously  depreeiated,  aad  i 
which  the  Qovernment  could  not  be  said  to  bin 
the  command  because  they  were  loeal,  aad  a 
course  applicable  only  where  they  happened  ta 
be,  and  where  the  public  service  did  not  l^ 
quire  their  expenditure.  By  this  single  operaiiaa 
twenty-four  millions  were  thus  converted  by  tkc 
bank  Irom  depreciated,  loeal  currency,  into  specie 
or,  what  was  equivalent  to  specie,  of  onivers^ 
circulation,  and  which  the  Qovernmeat,  thToafh 
the  agency  of  the  bank,  might  apply,  withom  a- 
pense,  whenever,  and  wherever,  its  wants  or  in 
service  required. 

Another  convention  look  place'  immedisidf 
after,  highly  advantageous  to  the  Goveramaii 
and,  I  must  be  allowed  to  add,  extretnely  nit 
vorable  to  the  bank.    With  $13,396,438  02,  ftit 
of  the  124,746,641,  26,  which  had  thus  beea  ir 
predated,  and  rendered  available  to  the  Govofi- 
ment,  by  the  assumption  of  the  bank,  the  Gcr* 
ernment,  on  the  31st  July,  1817,  redeetned.at  pi? 
$13,396,438  02  of  the  public  debt,  beloogiof  ce 
the  banr,  which  had  been  paid  in  by  the  subsen- 
bers.    The  report  speaks,  in  terras  of  eensurr.  ef 
what  it  styles  tbe  ^  unfounded  and  nnoecesstrr 
complaint,  by  the  ofiicers  of  the  bank,  against  ihis 
very  prudent  measure;"  meaning  the  redempiiee 
of  the  debt.    That  it  was  the  right  of  the  Go^ 
ernment  to  redeem,  I  do  not  deny.    That  the  oh 
ficer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  whose  first  den 
is  to  the  Qovernment,  was  justified  in  the  mci- 
sure  by  a  proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  tte 
Oovernmeot,  I  shall  not  at  all  question.     I  w^ 
admit,  too,  that,  as  the  Government  clearly  liti 
the  rigbt,  and  chose  to  exercise  it,  complaint  br 
the  officers  of  the  bank  was  altogether  use)ef& 
But,  that  the  operation  was  prejudicial  to  the  is- 
terests  of  the  bank,  and  might  reasonably  caase 
some  dissatisfaction  in  those  to  whom  tbe  initf- 
eats  of  the  bank  was  confided,  I  deem  most  pe^ 
fectly  evident,  and  altogether  consistent  with  tke 
xeal  for  the  real  welfare  of  the  institution,  in 
which  some  other  paru  of  the  report  seem  to  iaf 
pose  them  to  have  been  wanting.    By  the  ori|^ 
nal  plan,  a  larg^e  proportion  of  the  capital  was  tfl 
consist  of  public  debt,  bearing  an  interest,  wiiii 
liberty  to  sell  in  small  successive  portions. '   Th( 
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Ttlue  of  toeh  a  poBsetsioo,  to  a  new  institmioo, 
which  the  report  sapposee  ought  to  bare  "  pro- 
ceeded graduallf,  growing  with  the  growth,  aod 
BtreogtheDiDg  with  the  streogth  of  the  natioo," 
(page  7)  it  requires  no  great  loaDcial  itkili  to  es- 
timate. It  was  a  sure  resource  for  obtaining  the 
means  of  extending  their  business,  when  that 
should  become  expedient,  and  in  the  mean  time 
was  prodoctire.  It  was  redeemed  at  par,  when 
the  market  price  was  considerably  higher.  But, 
passing  by  this  loss  on  the  redemption,  the  mere 
circumstance  of  withdrawing  at  once  thirteen 
miJJioos  of  stock,  and  throwing  suddenly  upon 
the  bank  thirteen  millions  of  money,  for  which 
they  were  to  find  immediate  employment,  must 
have  materially,  and  most  injuriously,  interfered 
with  their  arrangements.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  led  directly  to  some  of  those  measures 
(the  extension  of  loans  on  stock,  for  instance) 
which  the  report  most  strongly  disapproves.  But, 
be  that  as  it  may,  none  can  question  the  advan- 
tafe  of  it  to  the  Government. 

Df  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  aod  pay- 
ments of  the  Government,  the  public  depositee 
in  October,  1817,  were  reduced  to  ^,743,899  74. 
In  October  last  (1818)  the  Government  redeemed 
a  moiety  of  the  Louisiana  debt,  exceeding  five 
millions  of  dollars,  aod  this,  too,  was  done  through 
the  agency  of  the  bank. 

Lookinff  back  to  the  period  when  the  bank  was 
established,  considering  the  state  of  things  at  the 
moment  when  it  came  into  existence,  considering 
how  short  a  time  it  had  been  in  operation,  and 
the  difficulties  it  had  to  surmount,  the  effect  is 
wonderful,  and,  to  all  unprejudiced  minds,  would 
seem  to  indicate  a  steady  and  faithful  attention 
to  all  iu  public  duties.  Sir,  that  institution  has 
been  a  servant,  I  had  almost  said  a  slave,  to  the 
public ;  a  faithful  servant,  always  forward,  even 
at  some  expense  to  itself,  and  zealous  to  promote 
the  public  interests,  in  all  their  various  and  com- 
plicated relations.  This  is  the  spirit  in  which  its 
ifiairs  have  been  administered.  It  still  continues 
to  perform  all  its  public  duties,  without  affording 
jast  cause,  in  this  respect,  either  of  complaint  or 
of  reproach.  I  might  add  to  this  list  of  benefits, 
received  by  the  Government  and  nation,  the  de- 
cided improTement  that  rapidly  follpwed  in  the 
public  credit  of  the  country,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  If  gen  tlemen  doubt,  let  them  consult  tl^e 
price  current  of  stock  here  and  in  England. 

The  only  allegation,  indeed,  of  anything  even 
approaching  to  a  default  in  the  public  duty  of  the 
nok,  ii  that  contained  in  page  ten  of  the  report, 
where  it  is  stated  **  that  the  amount  done  under 
that  resolution  (to  discount  notes  for  those  who 
bad  revenue  bonds  to  pay)  was  smallt"  dbc.  This 
is  certainly  a  mistake,  as  has  been  already  shown 
from  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
from  the  evidence  of  Major  Butler,  and  from  the 
fact  that  there  has  been  no  complaint.  Such 
bas  been  the  inclination  to  censure,  that  you 
nay  rely  upon  it  no  well  founded  oause  for  it 
would  have  been  suffered  to  escape.  .  It  is  a  mis- 
^  that  arose  from  the  circumstance,  acknowl- 
^^«d  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Mo- 


Lanb,)  that  the  inquiry  was  ex  parte.  If  they 
had  asked  for  information,  they  would  have 
learned,  that  at  every  discount  day  the  directors 
had  before  them  a  list  of  the  bonds  that  were 
eomiog  due.  and  that  they  uniformly  gave  a  pref- 
ference  to  those  who  were  to  pay  them,  as  far  as 
they  could  do  so  consistently  with  the  interests 
of  the  bank,  of  which  I  beg  leave  still  to  say  they 
were  the  exclusive  judges. 

The  next  object  of  inquiry  is,  how  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank  has  been  conducted  in  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  stockholders.  This  is 
altogether  independent  of  the  question  of  viola*' 
tion  of  charter,  which  shall  be  considered  sepa* 
rately  hereafter. 

In  the  progress  of  an  institution  like  the  bank, 
founded  and  established  with  a  view  to  certain 
great  public  objects,  perplexing  questions  might, 
and  would,  occasionally  present  themselves. — 
The  interests  of  the  pubhc  might,  in  some  in- 
stances, be  at  variance  with  those  of  the. stock- 
holders. Which  were  to  yield  ?  If,  upon  every 
such  occasion,  the  directors  bad  allowed  a  para* 
mount  influence  to  the  interests  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, and  had  sacrificed  the  public  objects  to  the 
grufits  of  the  institution,  the  public  would  then 
ave  had  some  right  to  complain.  But,  if  every 
public  doty  bas  been  faithfully  and  fully  per- 
formed, even  beyond  any  reasonable  expectation 
that  could  have  been  entertained,  it  is  certainly  a 
very  singular  inquiry  to  be  made  by  Congress, 
whether  the  utmost  has  been  done  for  the  interest 
and  profit  of  the  stockholders.  That  is  an  inves- 
tigation that  belongs  to  the  stockholders  them- 
selves, which  they  are  competent  to  conduct, 
with  the  means  in  their  bands  of  correcting  er- 
rors, and  removing  grievances,  by  changing  their 
officers.  And  what  is  to  be  the  consequence  if 
Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  institution 
bas  not  been  jwell  managed  for  the  interesu  of 
the  stockholders  ?  To  alter  the  charter-^to  uke 
away  the  charter — or  subject  it  to  the  wasting  / 
and  destructive  process  of  a  protracted  judicial  [ 
examination  by  scire  facias?  Have  the  stock* 
holders  made  any  complaint  ?  Have  they  asked 
from  us  any  relief?  Mot  at  all ;  on  the  contrary 
they  implore  us  to  absuin.  You  have  upon 
your  table  a  memorial  to  that  effect  from  Boston, 
a  memorial  from  New  York,  and  an  exoeedin^iv 
well-reasoned  memorial  from  Richmond,  which 
deserves  the  attentive  perusal  of  every  member 
of  the  House.  If  their  interests  have  been  inju* 
riously  affected,  they  have,  on  that  account,  a 
stronger  claim  upon  us.  After  we  had  gained 
so  many  objects  of  great  national  importance  at 
their  expense^  would  it  not  be  iniquitous^  yes  sir, 
a  national  iaiqaitj,  now  to  deprive  theni,  by  a 
wanton  exercise  or  unjust  power,  of  all  the  hopes 
of  an  equivalent,  founded  upon  the  public  faith, 
pledged  to  induce  them  to  embark  their  property 
m  this  concern?  Can  you  restore  them  to  the 
state  in  which  yon  found  them  ?  Will  you  re- 
turn that  part  of  the  bonus  which  has  by  this 
time  become  due,  and  I  presume  been  paid?— 
Will  you  restore  to  them  their  stock  and  coin  ? 
Will  you,  finally,  indemnify  the  subscribers,  and 
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ike  pnrcbateiB^  who  bare  bought  opon  the  wMm* 
nmce  of  the  charter,  for  the  losses  they  will  sus- 
tain 1  A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  a  member  of 
the  committee,  (Mr.  Ttlbb,)  seems  to  bare  in- 
tended to  anticipate  some  of  those  inqniries,  by 
saying  that  the  bank,  after  paying  all  its  debts, 
eoald  now  return  to  every  stockholder  ''dollar 
for  dollar."  A  most  honorable  concession,  un- 
doubtedly, as  it  respects  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and  one  that  goes  far  to  answer  every  com- 

Caint  against  it.  For,  if  the  public  service  has 
len  punctually  performed,  and  the  bank  (after 
dividing  eighteen  per  cent,  in  two  years  and  a 
half)  could  now  wind  up  iu  concerns,  and  pay 
every  stockholder  **  dollar  for  dollar,**  no  man 
who  has  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  the 
matter  can  deny,  that  it  most  have  been  well 
managed.  But  how  long  would  it  require  to 
gather  the  funds  that  have  been  scattered  over 
the  United  States,  so  as  to  be  able  to  restore 
them  to  the  stockholders?  Seven  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  charter  of  the  late  bank  ex- 
pired ;  its  concerns  were  much  less  extensive  in 
amount,  as  well  as  in  ike  space  through  which 
they  were  spread ;  it  expired,  too,  under  etreum- 
stances  highly  propitious  for  drawing  in  its  re- 
sources; and  the  management  of  its  affairs  has 
been  uncommonly  able  and  faithful.  I  believe 
they  are  not  yet  closed.  How  long,  then,  I  re- 
peat, would  it  be,  before  this  'SJollar  for  dollar" 
would  be  restored  to  the  stockholders  1  It  is 
matter  of  conjecture — but  still,  with  so  much  of 
certainty  belonging  to  it,  that  no  prudent  man 
would  give  a  stockholder  anything  like  'MoUar 
for  dollar"  for  his  share  of  the  proceeds.  Sir,  I 
cannot  reflect  upon  the  mighty  wreck,  without 
astonishment  at  the  coolness  with  which  even 
the  possibility  of  it  seems  to  be  contemplated. 
The  organizatioa  destroyed,  the  fragments  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  United  States,  no  longer 
obedient  to  any  power  but  the  power  of  time  and 
chance,  which,  like  the  winds  and  the  waves, 
may  drive  them  to  the  shore,  or  may  drive  them 
where  ihey  can  never  be  reached  or  collected. 

The  first  topic  of  complaint  is  the  too  great 
liberality  towsiras  the  Sute  banks.  As  a  c&rge 
of  error,  it  may  not  be  wholly  without  fooada- 
tioo.  But  it  answers^  fully  and  authoritatit^y, 
and  I  hope  that  the  sequel  will  show,  satisfilfito* 
rily,  one  of  the  heaviest  «harges  that  has  cUtati- 
monlf  been  made  throughout  the  country  a|jl|ii)st 
the  bank—- the  charge,!  mean,  of  having  actM 
with  oppressive  rigor  towards  the  Stale  ioisritu* 
tions.  I  am  glad  the  committee  have  ctMred 
away  this  ground  of  accusation.  At  most,  how- 
ever, it  proves  only  a  mistake;  a  mistake  oh  the 
riffht  side,  and  a  mistake  that  was  almost  ittevi* 
taole.  To  bring  about  the  payment  of  specie, 
within  any  reasonable  period,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  avoid  a  severe  pressure  upon  the  Stete 
banks,  and  through  them  upon  the  community, 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  treat  those 
banks  with  the  most  indulgent  liberality,  where 
ever  they  manifested  a  sincere  intention  to  re* 
turn  to  the  payment  of  specie.  This  was  the 
inducement  to  the  compact  of  the  31st  Janaary, 


1617.     Without  such  indulgence,  the  papers 
the  United  Sutes  Bank,  and  that  of  the  Suft 
banks,  could  not  have  circulated  to^echer.   A 
good  and  a  bad  currency,  or,  if  yoa    please  i 
food  and  a  better  currency,  can  never  aasoeisK 
in  circulation.    They  must  associate  upon  tere 
of  equality,  or  approaching  to  equality^  or  tier 
cannot  associate  at  all.    The  ContineDtal  moarr 
banished  ffold  and  silver.    When  aasigoats  ve» 
used  in  France,  specie  disappeared,     when,  ^ 
excessive  issues,  or  from  whatever  other  eaase 
the  Sute  bank  paper  was  de|>reeiated,  eorii  wis 
no  longer  used.    Where  it  is  no^  frsm  tht 
same  cause  depreciated,  (as  in  some  parts  cf  the 
Western  country,)  gold  and  silTer,  or  aotesof 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  eqatvaleat  a 
gold  and  silver,  are  not  to  be  found.     They  wL 
not  be  found  there  until  either  the  better  twt- 
rency  shall  ebuin  the  entire  ascendeoer,  bf  Iu- 
ishing  the  Sute  bank  paper  from  eirenlatioa.  r 
by  a  removal  of  the  causes  that  have  oeeasioaa 
depreciation,  the  latter  shall  be  restored  to  it 
equality  in  value  with  the  former,  irhieh  is  st 
every  account  most  to  be  desired. 

The  next  subject  of  complaint  and  eensarc  n 
the  resolution  of  the  28th  November,  1816,  fa 
paying  the  dividends  of  foreign  stockholders  it 
London,  at  the  par  of  exchange.  I  shsii  assomt 
for  the  purpose  of  treating  this  sobjeet,  a  alikfk 
maxim  of  justice,  which  every  man  will  asseei 
to  as  the  onlv  fair  and  reasonable  rtile  of  hnotti 
judgment,  it  is,  that,  where  an  act  is  right  m 
Itself,  the  motives  or  reasons  are  not. to  be  inqniRJ 
into  as  a  ground  of  crimination.  They  may  smf 
the  act  of  its  claim  to  merit,  but  they  can  sera 
expose  it  to  criminal  imputation.  Chant|,ift- 
deed,  common  charity,  between  mao  and  mti. 
that  which  the  infirmitjr  of  our  nature  denas^ 
to  be  continually  exercised  towards  each  otbe 
adopts  and  applies  a  much  more  compreheisff 
and  benevolent  rule— that,  even  where  theaefii 
wrong,  yet  it  may  be  exempt  from  ceBsnre,  if 
the  motives  were  just  and  good.  Sir,  witboit 
decidinjj;  whether  that  resomtion  was  ri^c  or 
wrong  in  itself,  and  admitting  that  it  was  one  df 
those  '^  general  and  abstract  subjecu  to  whi^ 
the  resolution  of  the  House  did  not  direct  tbei* 
attention,"  the  report  condemns  it  as  a  messve 
adopted  with  a  view  to  speculation,  that  is,  npoi 
lahat  they  suppose  to  be  bad  motives.  It  is  trot 
they  take,  also,  another  ground,  which  I  will  a* 
aniine  present! v,  namdy,  the  posat5<e  loss  to  ike 
American  stockholders  and  Qovernment«  Bit 
they  do  not  deny,  and  I  think  they  most  eietrtr 
admit,  that  the  directors  had  a  right  to  make  t^ 
arrangement. 

If  it  bad  been  the  policy  of  Congress  to  prerest 
foreigners  from  becoming  stockholders  in  tk« 
bank,  they  would  have  expressed  it  by  a  prokifai- 
tion  in  the  charter.  The  matter  was  not  ovo- 
looked ;  it  was  considered  and  discussed  io  tbis 
House,  when  the  law  was  passed.  If  it  was  tke 
policy  of  Congress  to  permit  foreigners  to  b^ 
come  proprietors  of  the  stock — and  certainly  tke 
refusal  to  prohibit  amounted  to  an  invitation* 
wonld  the  directors  have  been  justified  in  adope- 
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ingmetsures  to  th^rart  and  coanteract  that  pol- 
icy 1  It  was  tkeir  duif  to  execute  the  law  ia  its 
spirit — to  efifectoate  its  iotentioD»— to  subserre, 
sad  not  defeat^  the  policy  of  the  Govern  meat. 
If,  sobatitatiac  their  own  oonceptioQs  of  what 
was  politic,  wt  the  rale  giTen  to  them  bjr  the 
law,  they  had  porsoed  a  different  system,  they 
wonld  MTe  made  themselves  jostly  obnoxious 
to  ceofore  and  reproach.  Now,  sir,  the  resoln- 
tion  io  qoestioQ  had  two  objects— 1.  The  pay- 
ment, io  London,  of  the  dividends  to  foreign 
stockholders-— 2.  The  payment  at  the  par  of  ex- 
ehaoge.  The  first  of  these  the  report  does  not 
much  object  to.  It  was  doae  by  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  its  own  dividends. 
That  bank  also  remitted  to  foreigners  their  inter- 
est opon  tlie  pnbiio  debt  of  the  United  States,  I 
believe,  free  of  charge.  This  is  powerful  evi- 
dence that  it  was  advantageous  to  the  institution, 
for  now  that  the  whole  history  of  the  bank  is 
before  us,  its  life  and  its  death,'!  suppose  no  one 
wiii  deny  that  it  was  very  fairly  aad  skilfully 
managed.  We  have  the  example,  too,  of  the 
Governaaent,  in  the  instances  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  loans.  Why  was  the  interest  stipolated 
to  be  paid  abroad  1  Because  it  was  favorable  to 
the  credit  of  the  country ;  it  enabled  the  Govern- 
meat  to  obtaia  loans  which  it  could  not  other- 
wise bave  had,  or  to  obtain  then  upon  better 
terms.  The  mere  inconvenience  to  the  stock- 
holder, the  freedom  from  charges  of  receipt  and 
remittance,  when  he  has  his  interest  sent  to  him, 
instead  ofbeiag  obliged  to  send  after  it,  is  a  con- 
sideration of  jgrreat  moment — the  same  considera- 
tion which  induces  an  individual  to  invest  his 
money  near  to  where  he  lives,  though  he  might 
take  a  greater  profit  by  investing  it  further  off. 
8nch  ao  operation,  however,  was  inconvenient 
to  the  Government,  because  it  was  not  within 
the  ordinary  range  of  fiscal  manaffement  $  and, 
therefore,  the  Government  proposed  to  exchange 
the  foreign  debt  for  a  debt  bearing  interest,  pay- 
able to  the  United  States.  As  an  inducement, 
they  offered  to  increase  the  annual  interest  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent.  Franee  accepted  the  offer ; 
the  Dutch  refused  it,  estimating  the  inconve- 
nience of  receiving  their  interest  at  home  at 
more  thaa  the  aaaoal  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
Such  an  operatioo,  though  ineonvenieftt  aad  bor^ 
deasome  to  the  Governmeat,  is  precisely  adapted 
to  the  tiaasaetions  of  a  haak,  autborixed  by  its 
charter  t»  deal  io  exchange,  and  having  estab- 
Ibhed  anangemeats  aad  credits  for  that  purpose. 
It  eao  renait  and  pay  abroad  with  as  much  racii- 
ity  as  it  ean  pay  at  home.  To  my  mind,  there- 
fore, it  seems  that  the  measure,  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  payment  abroad,  was  not  only  justified 
by  experience,  by  example,  and  by  sound  calcu- 
lation, b«t  that  the  neglect  of  it  would  have 
betrayed  ignorance  and  want  of  foresight.  I 
night  iosUace,  also,  the  Louisiana  debt,  which 
was  taken  by  a  single  individual,  or  a  single 
hoase,  aod  son  at  a  profit,  by  stipolailng  to  pay 
the  interest  abroad*  The  second  part  of  the  reso* 
latum  regards  the  rale  at  which  the  bank  wouhl 
eoga^  to  remit,  and  at  which  the  stockholder 


would  stipulate  to  receive  the  remittance  of  his 
dividends.  For,  we  must  recollect  that  it  was  a 
mutual  contract,  binding  upon  both  parties.  The 
bank  would  pay  abroad  upon  no  other  terms  but 
those  that  were  prescribed.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  directors  had  a  right  to  arrange  the  terms. 
Dealing  in  exchange  is  one  of  their  legitimate 
powers,  expressly  ffifen  by  the  charter  ;  and,  as 
there  is  nothing  which  restricts  them  to  succes- 
sive unconnected  instances,  there  can  be  no  valid 
objection  to  such  an  exercise  of  the  authority  as 
is  now  the  subject  of  discussion.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  therefore,  of  their  right  to  ^  compel  the 
American  stockholders  to  contribute  to  the  pub- 
lic loss"  (Report,  page  8,)  upon  exchange  opera- 
tions; and  there  ean  be  none  of  its  expediency 
and  pr<M>riety.  provided  there  was  a  well-grounded 
probability  of  profit  instead  of  loss.  The  direc- 
tors bad  Mote  them  the  experience  of  the  past. 
From  two  tables  before  me,  I  can  say  that,  trom 
the  year  1791  to  the  year  1817,  inclusive,  the 
average  of  exchange  has  been  greatly  in  fiavor  of 
this  country.  The  first  of  these  is  a  statement 
from  the  Treasury,  of  the  annual  gain  and  loss 
upon  remittances  for  payment  of  the  Dutch  loan, 
from  1791  to  1809.  The  gain  is  1469,197  SO; 
the  loss  is  $103^377  06.  The  clear  eain  upon  the 
whole  of  the  remittances,  is  $305,830  14.  The 
other  is  a  statement  of  the  annual  gain  and  loss  by 
exchange^  under  the  operations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.  There  is  an  unin- 
terrupted annual  gain,  amounting,  altogether,  to 
9482,361  80,  with  only  an  apparent  exception  in 
the  years  1815  and  1816.  The  exception  is  only 
apparent,  for  it  was  owin^,  not  to  the  state  of 
exchange^  but  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
with  which  the  bills  were  bought.  At  the  very 
time,  (and  it  is  a  convincing  proof,)  exchange 
in  Boston,  where  a  sound  currency  was  main- 
tained, was  at  or  about  par.  Deduct  those  two 
years,  ($129,640  66.)  there  is  still  a  total  gain  of 
$352,720  54.  As  far  as  the  past  can  amrd  us 
any  light  to  look  into  the  future,  this  exhibition 
might  be  relied  upon.  It  was  not  of  a  year  or 
years,  but  an  unbroken  series  of  six  and  twenty 
years  in  succession.  It  was  not  of  a  period  of 
uniform  character,  either  favorable  or  unfavor- 
able. It  embraced  the  iafanoy  of  oar  Govern- 
ment, the  arrangement  of  our  finances,  years  of 
prosperous  commerce,  and  years  when  commerce 
was  oppressed  by  formidable  restrictions  and  im- 
positions abroad,  aad  by  prohibitions  and  embar^' 
goes  at  home.  It  embraced  a  long  period  of 
peace,  aod  a  short  period  of  war,  (a  proportion 
which  I  hope  our  history  may  always  present;) 
it  embracecl,  ia  short,  exactly  such  a  variety  of 
circumstaaces  as,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
may  be  expected  to  happen,  and,  for  that  very 
reason,  exactly  such  a  period  as  a  prudent  man 
would  select  for  the  basis  of  bis  calculation. 
Experience  since,  I  am  informed,  has  given 
its  sanction  to  the  measure.  I  do  not  know  the 
fact,  but  I  am  told  there  has  been  a  gain  opon 
exchange.  The  committee  of  directors,  who 
reported  against  the  measifre— who  are  compli- 
mented, and  deservedlyi  too,  for  their  able  rea« 
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80D8 — were,  apon  geaerai  groands,  in  faror  of  it, 
as  the  report  will  show;  and  gare  ''able  rea- 
8008,"  the  same  which  finally  decided  the  board 
to  adopt  it,  namely,  '*  the  effect  which  it  would 
*  have  in  reducing  the  rate  of  exchange,  by  in- 
'  ducing  capitalists  to  invest  their  funds  in  the 
<  stock,  and  thereby  facilitating  the  resumption  of 
'  specie  payments/'  They  were  deterred  oy  then 
existing  circumstances,  which  are  now  proved 
to  have  been  temporarv ;  and  probably,  among 
others,  by  the  doubt  whether  a  sound  currency 
could  or  would  be  verv  speedily  restored.  The 
remittance  of  the  dividends  they  recommended, 
without  qualification.  We  are  to  recollect,  also, 
that  one  of  the  terms  was  a  delay  of  six  months. 
The  January  dividend  was  to  be  paid  in  the  fol* 
lowing  July,  and  the  July  dlvideod  in  January, 
Supposing  three  months  necessary  for  making 
the  remittance,  there  would  remain  three  months, 
during  which  the  bank  might  have  the  use  of 
the  monev,  equal  at  least  to  one-and*a*balf  per 
cent.;  ana  during  which^  too,  the  bank  would 
have  the  range  for  selecting  the  most  favorable 
moment  to  buv  exchange.  Its  range  for  selec* 
tion  would,  indeed,  be  much  more  extensive — it 
would  be  almost  unlimited ;  for.  as  it  was  author- 
ized to  deal  in  exchanges,  it  would  always  have 
funds  or  credit  abroad,  to  be  supplied  or  drawn 
tipon,  according  to  the  state  of  the  market  for 
bills. 

If  this  measure  was  right  to  be  adopted  at  all, 
it  was  right  to  be  adopted  at  that  time,  and  pre- 
cisely for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Donnell.  If  foreigners  were  to  become  the  own- 
ers of  stock,  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Ameri- 
can stockholder,  as  well  as  for  the  interest  of  the 
nation,  that  the  rise  should  take  place  before  they 
became  purchasers,  rather  than  afterwards.  This 
is  a  proposition  that  no  one  will  be  inclined  to 
dispute,  and  of  course  it  cannot,  with  any  color 
of  reason,  be  denied,  that  if  measures  were  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  directors,  which  would 
have  a  tendency  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
stock,  they  were  bound  in  doty  to  adopt  them,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  instiiution,  so  that  the  Amer- 
ican stockholder  might  have  the  benefit  of  the 
rise,  and  not  the  foreigner ;  and  the  nation  have 
the  advantage  of  the  increase  of  the  exchangea- 
ble or  market  value  of  the  stock.  The  prospect 
of  the  enhancement  of  price  was  itself  an  equiv- 
alent to  the  American  stockholder  for  any  possi- 
ble loss  on  exchange.  But,  while  I  a^ree  that 
paying  the  dividends  in  England  (which  is  not 
objected  to)  was  calculated  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  stock,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  paying  at  the  par  of  exchange  would 
necessarily  have  that  effect.  If  it  was  likely  to 
be  advantageous  to  the  bank,  as  I  believe  it  was, 
it  was  for  ihe  same  reason  likely  to  be  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  foreign  stockholder.  What  the 
one  ^ined  on  exchange,  the  other  would  lose. 
The  materials  for  calculation  were  as  open  to  the 
one  as  to  the  other.  The  report  seems  to  suppose 
that  it  would  raise  the  marlcet  in  England,  and 
that  the  rise  there  wonld  operate  upon  the  mar- 
ket here.    The  reasoning  is  incorrect,  because  ii 


looks  only  at  one  side  of  the  question.  We  may 
affirm,  with  equal  troth,  that,  if  it  was  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  Amerieian  stockholder,  it  woald 
depress  the  market  here,  and  that  the  depresstoa 
would  affect  the  market  in  England.  The  mar- 
ket abroad  for  our  stocks  is  regulated  by  our  own, 
rather  than  our  own  by  the  foreign;  tboogb, 
doubtless,  they  do  somewhat  affect  each  other. 
The  only  question,  however,  at  last,  is  the  oae 
which  I  have  before  stated,  and  I  hope  satisfsc- 
torily  answered :  Was  there  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  gain  from  this  arrangement  ?  But  the  gende- 
man  from  Virginia,  woo  was  one  of  the  select 
committee,  (Mr.  Ttlbr,)  baa  advanced  anopis- 
ion,  not  the  less  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
for  the  explanation  of  it  given  by  the  chairman. 
He  thinks  that  even  if  there  was  a  gain,  it  would 
not  increase  the  dividends  of  the  American  stock- 
holder, because,  if  I  understand  him  correctly, 
the  remittances  would  not  be  made  till  eifter  the 
dividend,  and  the  loss  or  gain  would  not  till  then 
be  ascertained.  What  does  he  suppose  wonJd 
become  of  the  gain  ?  Would  it  not  co  into  the 
general  profits  of  the  bank?  He  did  not  recol- 
lect that,  though  the  remittance  would  follow  one 
dividend,  it  would  precede  another,  through  the 
whole  term  of  the  charter.  It  might ^ith  eqad 
correctness  be  affirmed,  and  for  the  same  reason, 
that  the  dividend  coold  not  be  diminished  by  a 
loss  on  exchange,  and  then,  I  suppose,  we  should 
arrive  at  a  result  exactly  right,  that  the  dividends 
would  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished.  A 
moment's  reflection  will  convince  him  of  his 
error.  And  now,  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask, 
whether  this  arrangement  is  not  what  every  man 
would  have  made  in  his  own  case  7  Is  it  not 
what  every  merchant  does  habitually,  and  every 
planter  too?  Why,  then,  should  we  impute  it 
to  unworthy  motives? 

Another,  and  a  heavier  charge,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  report,  is  that  whicu  relates  to  loans 
on  the  deposite  or  pledge  of  etock  of  the  bank. 
It  is  not  disputed,  and  it  cannot  be  disputed,  that 
the  directors  had  a  right  to  lend  on  any  sort  of 
personal  security  not  prohibited  by  the  charier. 
It  is  equally  beyond  dispute  that  the  stock  was 
a  good  security.    The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  baa  stated,  and  the  geatleman  from  Vir- 
ginia has  agreed,  that,  io  the  event  of  a  diasolo- 
tion,  the  stock  loans  at  par  would  settle  tbem- 
aelves.    If  that  be  so,  the  security  is  unexcep- 
tionable.   It  is  demonstrable,  further,  tliat,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  loans  on  stock  were  judi- 
cious, and  for  the  interest  of  the  iastituiion. 
These  loans  did  not  originate  in  occasional  reso- 
lutions; they  had  their  origin  in  the  fourth  of 
the  by-laws,  adopted  before  the  bank  went  into 
operation,  in  the  month  of  December,  1816.     The 
bylaw  is  referred  to  in  the  report.    There  were 
vices  in  the  banking  system,  as  it  was  then  com- 
monly conducted,  which  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  were  anxious,  as  far  as  pos^ 
sihle,  to  correct.    Among  them,  was  the  use  ol 
accommodation,  or  *' credit  the  drawer"  paper 
Anotheri  and  a  very  serious  one,  was  the  eztea^ 
•ive  practice  of  mutual  endorsements.    A  nuin 
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who  wished  to  get  a  diseoaot  wasobiiffed  to  bor- 
row the  Dame  of  a  friend,  and,  by  oorrowing, 
came  noder  a  well  uaderstood  obligation  to  lend 
his  own  name  in  return.  A  connexion  was  thus 
formed  that  iovolTed  both  in  the  fate  of  either. 
If  ooe  failed,  he  dragged  the  other  after  him ;  and 
indeed  it  often  happened  that,  by  multiplied  en- 
tanglemeBts  of  this  sort,  the  ruin  of  one  man 
injured,  perhaps  destroyed,  the  credit  of  many. 
The  fourth  by-law  was  intended,  and  honestly 
and  pradenil?  intended,  to  diminish  these  erils. 
It  provided  that  accommodation  paper  should  dot 
be  discoanted ;  and,  to  limit  as  much  as  practica- 
ble the  evil  of  mutual  endorsements,  it  invited 
persons  applying  for  discounts  to  deposite  per- 
sonal secant^  instead  of  endorsers.  The  subse- 
qoeot  resolutions  of  the  board,  (excepting  that  of 
the  25th  August,  1817,  which  shall  be  distinctly 
considered.)  were  eridently  adopted  only  to  carry 
the  fundamental  by-law  into  execution,  by  ex* 
tendiog  it  to  the  branches,  and  by  declaring  the 
rstet  and  other  terms  upon  which  the  sereral 
hinds  of  stock  should  be  received  in  pledge  or 
deposite.  They  were  thus,  by  a  rert  obvious 
referenee  to  the  original  source,  freed  from  the 
suspicion  of  having  been  produced  by  occasional 
motives  of  speculation,  and  placed  upon  their 
true  foundation ;  which  no  one,  I  think,  will  de- 
ny, is  solid  enough  to  sustain  them.  Such  was 
the  character  of  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  De- 
cember, 18ia— (Documents,  page  65,)  and  of  the 
25th  July,  1817. 

The  resolution  of  the  25th  August,  1817,  au- 
thorized the  loan  of  $125  upon  stock,  with  two 
approved  endorsers,  who,  as  the  report  explains 
it,  were  only  to  be  security  for  the  25  per  cent. 
excess  beyond  the  par  ralue  of  the  stock  deposited. 
This  resolution,  I  hare  no  hesitation  to  say,  I  do 
not  approve,  for  reasons,  however,  very  different 
from  those  suted  in  the  report.  Sir,  the  direc- 
tors themselves  did  not  long  approve  it.  The 
resolution  was  acted  upon  but  a  very  short  time. 
Dot  more  than  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  the  amount 
loaned  under  it  appears,  from  the  documents,  to 
have  been  small.  Let  us  now  fot  a  moment  ex- 
amine the  operation  of  these  measures.  The 
amount  of  discoaots  on  stock  remaining  unpaid' 
on  the  30th  July.  1817,  was  $5,221  J367  80— (Doc- 
nmeots,page60.)  The  total  amount  of  discounts, 
then,  was  $25^770,120  59.  So  that  there  were 
loaned  on  neflaonal  security  about  $20,000,000, 
and  00  stock  about  $5,000,000,  which  no  one  can 
iffirm  to  have  been  an  undue  proportion.  If  the 
original  by-law,  and  the  resolutions  made  in  pur- 
suance of  it,  were  right,  there  was  now  additional 
motive  for  desiring  to  extend  their  operation — 
uiat  b,  to  increase  the  loans  on  stock.  It  was 
origiDsIly  designed,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that 
the  capital  of  the  bank  should  be  composed  in 
P«rt  of  public  debt,  bearing  interest,  and  to  be 
Sndoally  converted  into  active  capital.  The 
whole  of  it,  exceeding  thirteen  millions,  and  in- 
cUdiog  two  millions  which  the  bank  had  endeav- 
ered  to  convert  into  specie,  for  the  beneit  of  the 
^BUy,  was  redeemed  at  par  on  the  31st  July, 
iBu,  tod  in  place  of  it  thirteen  millions  of  money 


were  thrown  into  the  bank,  for  which  the  direc- 
tors were  to  find  employment.  If  they  were  de- 
sirous to  place  a  part  of  it  upon  stock,  upon  a 
good  security,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  that 
which  had  thus  been  taken  from  them,  rather 
than  hazard  it  all  at  once  upon  personal  securitjr, 
it  was  a  natural,  a  prudent,  and  a  commendable 
desire,  and  it  was  in  precise  conformity  with  the 
original  plan  of  the  bank,  as  well  as  with  the 
"gradual  extension"  which  the  report,  in  one 
part,  thinks  was  expedients  It  was  a  desire,  ne- 
vertheless, however  prudent,  not  likely  to  be  grati- 
fied. The  stock  was  then  rising,  and  reached 
somewhere  about  $140,  as  appears  from  the  table 
of  prices  exhibited  by  the  committee.  They 
were  not  to  expect  stock  to  be  deposited  at  par, 
when  its  market  price  was  $140.  On  the  con- 
trary, with  a  rising  market,  there  would  be  a  con- 
stant tendency  to  escape  from  the  deposite,  and  to 
disappoint  the  wish  or  the  directors,  which  was 
to  increase  and  not  to  diminish  this  kind  of  se- 
curity. It  was  under  the  influence  of  views  like 
these,  I  should  suppose,  (as  suted  by  the  late 
President,  in  his  examination,  among  the  docu- 
menu)  that  the  resolution  of  the  26ih  of  August 
was  adopted,  combining  the  two  kinds  of  loan-— 
on  personal  security^  and  on  stock.  In  order  to  in- 
crease the  quality  of  the  latter.  I  repeat  that  i  do 
not  approve  of  this  resolution,  and  for  this  simple 
reason,  that,  as,  in  the  discounts  upon  stock,  they 
regarded  only  the  security,  and  not  the  person, 
or  the  amount,  I  do  not  see  how  the  two  kinds  of 
loan  could  thus  be  combined,  without  the  temp- 
tation to  lend  more  t^o  individuals  upon  the  per- 
sonal security,  than  was  either  prudent  or  proper; 
inasmuch  as  the  loan  upon  the  personal  security 
was  always  to  bear  a  fixed  proportion  to  what 
was  considered  as  lent  upon  the  stock.  But  the 
question  is,  whether  it  was  sincerely  adopted,  for 
the  reasons  given,  and  not  to  promote  a  scheme 
of  stockjobbing.  The  board  soon  put  an  end  to 
its  active  existence,  which  must  be  regarded  as 
some  evidence  at  least  of  sincerity. 

What  are  the  objections  made  to  this  kind  of 
discount?  Not  that  they  were  insecure  or  im- 
prudent, or  unprofitable.  Nc  To  the  whole  of 
the  loans  on  stock  it  is  objected,  that  they  inflated 
the  price  of  the  stock ;  in  the  language  of  the 
report,  "kept  it  constantly  advancing,  until  it 
reached  a  point  where  it  exploded  and  fell," 
(page  11.)  The  first  point  to  be  established,  ta 
order  to  support  this  position,  is,  that  the  stock 
ever  has  been  inflated  beyond  its  real  value. 
What  is  its  real  value  ?  Sir,  it  is  (within  certain 
limits)  matter  of  opinion,  matter  of  conjecturcj 
depending  upon  a  thousand  considerations,  and, 
among  the  rest  at  the  present  moment,  dependinjg 
upon  the  decision  of  the  House.  What  wiU  it 
rise  to  hereafter  ?  No  one  can  tell.  It  is  an  in- 
stitution of  great  resources,  calculated,  I  believe, 
if  supported  by  the  public  confidence,  to  be  a 
blessing  to  this  nation,  in  peace  a  bond  of  union, 
a  sinew  of  strength  in  war.  But  what,  at  anv 
given  time,  will  be  the  price  of  its  stock,  I  will 
not  venture  to  predict.  Have  purchasers  been 
injured?    That  depends  upon  what  the  price 
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will  eome  to  hereafter.  Bat,  though  I  will  not 
QBdertake  to  answer  either  of  thoM  queetioas, 
nor  hazard  aof  opinion  upon  the  Tnlae  of  the 
stock,  yet«  in  jastiee  to  the  bank,  I  will  Tentore 
to  say,  that,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
there  nefer  was  any  great  moneyed  institation 
estahlisbed,  there  never  was  any  great  moneyed 
operation  com  me  need,  that  prodaced  so  little 
specnlation.  I  do  not  advance  this  bastilr,  and  I 
do  not  wish  it  be  assented  to  without  full  reflec- 
tion. Specnlation,  stockjoK^bing,  these  are  the 
snbstanee  of  all  the  charges,  or  the  coloring 
spread  over  them  all.  Where  is  the  instance  of 
a  new  institatioa,  in  which  there  was  so  maeh 
steadiness,  so  little  eztraTagant  specalation  ?  The 
maximum  of  the  price  of  its  slock  (see  table 
among  the  documents^  was  In  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1817,  when  it  had  gradually  reached 
06  per  cent,  advance.  Do  gentlemen  recollect, 
or  nave  they  heard  what  happened  when  the 
public  debt  was  funded  ?  One  would  suppose 
that  nothing  could  have  been  less  it  to  occasion 
speculation.  The  amount  was  fixed,  and  could 
not  be  exceeded ;  the  rate  of  interest  was  fixed  at 
the  current  rate  of  the  country ;  the  period  and 
manner  of  redemption  were  also  fixed ;  everyr- 
thing,  in  short,  was  reduced  to  the  greatest  possi- 
ble certainty — vet  the  six  per  cent,  stock  rose  to 
twenty-six  shillings  and  three  pence.  It  after- 
wards fell  considerably  below  par,  and  did  not 
recover  till,  I  think,  after  the  year  1803.  We 
have  another,  and  a  much  more  striking,  instance 
in  the  establishment  of  the  late  Baak  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  scrip,  for  which  ten  dollars  had 
been  paid}  and  no  more,  rose  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars.  Fortunes  were  made  and  lost. 
The  roads  between  the  commercial  cities  are  rep- 
resented to  have  been  covered  with  expresses, 
conveying  intelligence  of  the  fluctuations  of  the 
market,  in  order  that  they  miaht  be  advanta- 
geously seized.  The  stock  of  that  bank,  I  have 
been  informed,  but  do  not  speak  positively,  after- 
wards fell  below  par.  Sir,  I  have  seen  many 
moneyed  institutions  established,  and  though  I 
have  bad  little  to  do  with  them,  I  have  neverthe- 
less had  occasion  to  observe  their  usual  progress. 
Their  history  is  nearly  the  same.  At  first,  their 
stack  has  an  extravagant  rise,  then  succeeds  an 
equally  extravagant  depression,  and  afterwards 
it  finds  what  may  be  termed  its  just  or  natural 
level,  that  in^  the  level  at  or  nearly  to  which  it 
rests,  unless  disturbed  by  some  extraordinary  oo* 
Cfvreace,  or  moderately  advanced  by  a  gradual 
tmfirovemeat.  The  stock  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  jconsidered  as  having  set- 
tled at  about  fiftv  advance,  after  all  specoUition 
had  ceased,  la  the  vear  1802,  the  Uaited  States 
sold  3,280  shares  at  /orty-five  advance,  and  they 
sold  to  a  person  who  bought  to  sell  again,  and,  of 
course,  to  sell  at  a  profit.  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  he  did  sell  at  a  profit.  Individuals  sold 
as  high  as  fifty  advance.  (Seybert's  Stat.  An.) 
The  permanent  advance,  therefore,  was  very  liitle 
short  of  what  has  been  deemed  the  inflated  or 
speculative  price  of  the  present  bank.  I  am  aware 
that  it  may  be  said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  late 


bank  had  some  advantages  wlueii  the  prcso: 
does  not  possess.    But,  the  existing  baak  has  sia 
some  which  were  doc  possessed  by  the   foract 
At  the  period  we  are  speakiag  of,  when  its  stset 
rose  to  fifty *six,  it  had  this  most  strikiD^  adras- 
tage,  that  not  a  year  of  its  charter  had  ex^trsd 
aad  there  were  above  niueteea  years  reaaiatif. 
whereas,  when  the  stock  of  the  late  hmmk  was  a: 
fifty,  eleven  years  had  run  out  aad  only  nine  n- 
mained.    This  inflated  price,  thereforo,  was  very 
little  higher  than  the  level  stationary  price  of  t^c 
stock  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Scam. 

It  is  not  correct  to  say,  that  ic  *^  eAjdeded  and 
fell."  (Report,  page  11.)  Allowing  aU  rcasoa- 
able  indulgence  to  the  figure,  it  meaoai  if  1  naiv- 
stand  it,  that  the  price  was  suddenly  preeipitasci 
when  the  artificial  meant  used  for  ics  eievatiai 
had  ceased  to  operate^  or  ceased  to  produce  asy 
effect.  It  is  not  correct.  The  table  of  pricfs 
annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  shon 
that  ito  decline  was  gradual,  and  thai  decline  en 
be  traced  to  other  cauaes,  which  I  will  advert  a 
presently.  The  price  was  higheac  ia  Augat 
1817;  it  began  to  fail,  but  not  matarlally,  in  Se^ 
tember,  1817— and  it  had  n<M  arrived  ac  the  iewca 
point  of  depression,  (110)  what  ia  Che  table  b 
called  ^the  lowest  price,"  till  November  and  IV 
cember,  1818,  more  than  a  year  after  the  depre^ 
sioa  began.  The  table  does  aoc  give  as  the  Ir 
lermediate  prices,  but  we  know^from  other  aouree^ 
that  the  decline  was  not  considerable  daring  tbf 
first  part  of  that  period.  It  may  be  dated,  chieftf, 
friNn  the  Summer  ol  1818,  and  may  be  traced  w 
causes  which  not  only  had  no  coonezioa  witk 
artificial  meaas,  but  are  wholly  iaconaisteot  via 
their  use. 

Again,  sir,  lee  us  examine,  ia  aaecher  point  of 
view,  these  charges  acainst  the  loans  apoa  stoek. 

The  price,  on  the  20th  August,  1817,  was  bm 
144  to  147,  to  which  it  had  gradually  attoiaci 
How  could  successive  repeated  advaneemeau  if 
price  be  owiag  to  a  resolution  adopted  before  tks 
organisation  of  the  bank,  permanent  ia  iu  nataia 
and  operating  uniforoily  trom  the  first  adopcioa  I 
There  it  some  confusion  in  the  treatment  of  this 
part  of  the  subject.  One  would  he  led,  by  the 
language  of  the  report,  to  suppoee  that  there  wcn 
success4ve  measures  brought  forward  from  tint 
to  time^aod  calculated  continually  lo  atimulaac 
the  market,  which  was  ttimulated  «Boofdiogl^ 
The  fiut  is  aotso;  it  was  a  system  the  foaadi- 
tioa  was  laid  in  Che  4th  by-law,  aad  the  subw 
queot  re«olutioBs,ali  conformable  tochac  by-lav. 
were  merely  executive  or  minitCerial,  to  carry  it 
into  efifect*  The  committee  have  themselves  iw- 
nished  the  most  conclusive  evidence  chat  the  sv^ 
posed  iaciliiies  for  obtaining  money  were  aot  w 
eagerly  seized  upon,  aad  lor  that  very  reason  not 
eaicuUted  to  produce  the  effect  imputed.  The 
amount  loaned  upon  stock,  prior  to  the  30Lh  s( 
July,  1817,  had  been  •8,046^938  64.  It  was  it 
that  time  only  t5;^l,a67  60.  (Documeata,  page 
70.)  Of  course,  «2,815,665  04  had  then  been  re- 
deemed and  withdrawB  voluntarily,  as  respecu 
the  borrowers,  aad  against  the  policy  and  the  true 
interesu  of  the  bank.    The  bank  could  not  leai 
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in  this  WBjT  as  maeh  as  it  oii^ht  prudently  desire. 
This  Btalement  is  what  I  alluded  to,  when  I  said 
lome  time  ago  that  there  was  a  contioual  teodeney 
in  the  desposite  to  escape.  That  the  resolution 
of  the  20ih  of  Auirust  (for  adTaneiog  $135)  had 
no  inflaenee  io  raising  the  price,  is  most  evident. 
On  that  day  it  was  at  $150,  nearly  the  maxi- 
mum; it  rose  but  very  little  in  the  next  three  or 
four  dip,  and  then,  instead  of  rising,  began  to 
decline. 

Bot  this  resolution  is  supposed  by  the  report, 
(pege  11,)  ^  to  have  given  equal  facilities  to  the 

*  bankrapt,  who  had  not  credit  enough  to  obtain 
'  an  endorser,  and  to  the  capitalist.  Stock  could 
'  be  and  was  purchased  without  the  advance  of  a 

*  cent  by  the  purchaser,  who  had  only  to  apply 
'  to  the  directors,  or  to  the  president  and  cashier, 
'  between  discount  days,  for  a  loan  on  the  shares 
'  abom  to  be  bought,  and,  by  what  is  termed  a 

*  simoltaneoos  operation,  he  obtained  his  dis- 
'  count,  and  with  it  paid  for  his  stock.  A  rise  in 
'  the  market  would  enable  him  to  sell  his  shares, 
'  pocket  the  difference,  and  commence  operations 
'  anew."  Nothing  can  be  more  inaccarate,  more 
strikingly  inaecitrate,  than  the  whole  of  this  rea- 
soning; and  nothing  more  destitute  of  solid  sup- 
port than  the  hasty  condemnation  founded  upon  it. 
It  fails  entirely  in  point  of  fact.  For,  in  the  first 
place,  the  price  of  stock,  on  the  26th  of  August, 
1817,  was  $150.  A  loan  could  be  obtained  upon 
it  of  only  $125,  There  remained,  therefore,  $25 
a  share  to  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of  the 
purchaser.  A^in :  for  the  925  excess  beyond 
the  par  value  of  the  share,  '^  two  approved  names" 
were  required,  f  Documents  79.^  Thus  the  bor- 
rower was  to.  fina  an  "approved"  endorser,  and 
was  to  furnish  $25  a  share  in  addition  to  what 
the  bank  would  lend  him.  How,  then,  can  it  be 
affirmed  that  this  resolution  **gave  facilities  to 
the  bankrupt,  who  had  not  credit  enough  to  ob* 
lain  an  endorser?"  How  can  it  be  said  that,  by 
means  of  it,  stock  could  "be  purchased  without 
the  advance  pf  a  een  1 7"  Or  that,  with  the  money 
obtained  from  the  bank,  the  purchaser  "  could 
pay  for  his  stock?"  [Here  Mr.  SPBNOxa  rose  to 
eiplain,  and  stated,  that  the  reasoning  quoted 
from  the  report  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  26th  of  AugiMt,  but  to  the  pre- 
▼ious  resolntions  aaahorizinff  loans  at  par.]  Sir, 
the  reasottiag  immediately  follows  the  statement 
of  the  resolution  of  th»  26th  of  August,  and  seems 
to  me  most  especially,  if  not  exclusively,  applied 
to  that  resoJotioo.  But  I  accept  the  cbairnum's 
«Kplanation — and  will  the  reasoning  be  any  bet- 
ter? Rather  worse,  I  think*  Under  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  26th  of  August,  the  purchaser  was  to 
famish  $25  a  share,  in  money,  and  an  endorser 
for  t25  more.  Under  the  resolutions  for  loaning 
it  par,  he  would  have  to  advance  $50  a  share, 
which  I  suppose  would  be  at  least  as  difficult  for 
*a  bankrupt,"  and  quite  as  iocooeiatent  with  the 
idea  of  buying  ^  without  the  advance  of  a  cent." 
^  advancing  ^25,  and  finding  an  endorser  for 
^  more. 

VThile  I  am  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
wooid  take  the  liberty  of  asking  a  question  of  the 
15th  Gov.  2d  Sfisa.— 44 


chairman  of  the  select  committee.  The  report 
(pase  11)  says,  that  "a  rise  in  the  market  would 
enable  him  (the  purchaser)  to  sell  his  shares, 
pocket  the  difference,  and  commence  operationj^ 
anew."  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how 
many  tiroes  a  man  must  commence  such  opera- 
tions anew,  how  many  times  he  must  buy  and 
sell  in  a  market  "  constantly  advancing,"  before 
he  will  make  a  profit?  If  the  market  was  "  con- 
stfintly  advancing,"  as  the  report  states  it  was. 
it  would  seem  to  me  very  difficult  to  understand 
how  successive  operations  could  benefit  the  spec- 
ulator. I  should  suppose,  from  a  plain  calcula- 
tion, that  the  oftener  he  bought  and  sold  the  less 
stock  he  would  have,  and,  repeating  the  "  opera- 
tion" a  sufficient  number  of  times,  and  a  slight 
depression  supervening,  he  would  inevitably  lose 
his  whole  capital. 

The»report,  sir,  goes  on  to  charge  that  the  loans 
were  "unreasonable  and  excessive,"  were  not 
made  *4o  merchants  and  traders,"  but  *^  to  a  few 
persons,  consisting  of  directors,  brokers,  and  spec- 
ulators," and  that  very  little  *'good  business  paper 
was  done."  (Report  10, 11.)  Upon  what  found- 
ation of  fact  these  charges  rest,  we  are  not  pre- 
cisely informed.  The  members  of  the  committee 
have  referred  to  a  list  of  borrowers  which  has  not 
been  printed,  and  they  have  differed  from  each 
other  as  to  the  true  purport  of  that  list.  The 
member  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lownues,) 
one  of  the  committee,  has  stated  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  borrowers  were  "  merchants  and 
traders."  It  is  of  no  manner  of  consequence,  for 
it  is  not  denied,  but  It  is  agreed  that  these  loans 
were  offered  indiscriminately  to  all  who  could 
give  the  required  security,  that  they  were  made 
with  impartiality,  and  without  favoritism;  and 
that,  in  making  them,  the  directors  did  not  regard 
the  occupation  of  the  borrower,  provided  he  of-> 
fered  good  security.  Was  not  the  security  unez- 
ceptionably  good — the  best  that  could  be  offered? 
Suppose  the  same  "speculators"  had  got  dis- 
counts on  funded  debt,  would  there  then  be  any 
complaint?  Where,  then,  is  the  point  of  this 
accusation  ?  Do  gentlemen  mean  to  establish  a 
high  moral  standard,  graduated  not  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  nor  with  any  reference  to  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  by  which  the  directors  of  the  bank 
are  to  be  governed  in  exercising  a  censorial  au- 
thority over  the  lives  and  occupations  of  those 
who  come  to  borrow,  and  by  which  they  are 
themselves  in  turn  to  be  tried  and  censured? 
We  are  all  of  us  fond  of  power,  and  sufficiently 
inclined  to  abuse  it.  What  power  could  be  more 
dangerous;  what  more  liable  to  abuse;  what  more 
inevitably  tending  to  generate  a  tyrannical  spirit 
in  the  heart  of  man,  than  such  an  authority— no 
matter  by  whom  exercised — to  become  a  censor 
and  inquisitor  of  the  thoughts,  and  occupations, 
and  conduct  of  his  fellow  creatures ;  to  judge 
them,  not  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  no»  by  any  de- 
fined or  established  rule,  but  by  an  arbitrary  and 
fanciful  theory  of  his  own  creation?  Sir,  is  it 
not  enough  that  these  loans  were  not  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  institution — that  the  secu- 
rity was  unexceptionable— that  they, were  im- 
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partial  and  general  7  Is  it  not  enough  that  there 
were  at  least  rery  plausthle  reasons,  if  not  con- 
clusive ones,  for  makinj^  them  ?  Is  it  not  enough* 
that  thef  were  prohibited  by  no  law,  and  that 
they  were  made  by  the  directors  under  a  discre- 
tion committed  to  them ;  that  they  are  still  safe 
and  good ;  that  they  were  made  to  persons  exer- 
cising occupations  not  forbidden  by  law,  who 
were  not  prohibited  from  borrowing,  and  to  whom 
it  was  not  unlawful  to  lend  ?  If  they  were  right 
in  themselres,  let  us  not  ensage  in  needless  in- 
quiries that  can  do  no  possible  good,  and  may  do 
much  mischief. 

But  the  report  expresses  surprise  '*at  finding 
80  little  good  business  paper  done  at  the  bank  and 
its  offices."  How,  in  the  course  of  such  an  exami- 
nation, (completed  in  three  weeks.)  it  was  ascer- 
tained what  quantity  of  ^  business  paper,"  usually 
80  called,  was  done  at  the  '*  bank  and  ite  offices," 
•r  what  '*good"  business  paper  was  done,  or 
whether  any  was  done  that  was  had^  or  whether 
any  good  or  bad  was  refused,  and  for  what  rea- 
sons, I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand,  especially  as 
there  was  no  oppori unity  for  explanation.  I  lake 
it  for  granted,  from  other  parts  of  the  report,  that 
this  phrase  is  meant  to  apply,  though  applied  in« 
accurateljr,  to'  loans  on  stock,  as  contradistin- 
guished from  loans  on  personal  seeurity.  In  that 
sense,  without  admitting  our  right  to  regulate  the 
business  of  discounts,  the  surprise  expressed  ap- 
pears to  be  unwarranted,  when  the  loans  on 
personal  security  were  $20,000,000,  the  loans  on 
stock  were  $5,000,000;  when  the  loans  on  per- 
sonal pecurity  were  $30,000,000.  the  loans  on 
stock  were  $11,000,000;  and  that  proportion 
never  was  exceeded.  (See  documents  page  70, 
and  table  43.) 

There  is  still  another  accusation,  which  I  have 
heard  here  and  elsewhere,  and  which,  for  that 
reason,  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  eiaroine. 
The  **  curtailment" '(says  the  report,  page  11) 
'^fell.    in   almost  all  eases,  upon   the   business 

Gpef ;"  by  which  is  here  meant  the  paper  for 
ins  on  personal  security.  The  table  43  fur- 
nishes a  most  conclusive  answer  to  this  allega- 
tion< 

The  greatest  amount  loaned  on  stock  appears  to 

have  been  in  Jan.  and  Feb.,  1818  $11.244514  19 

In  Nov.,  1818,  it  was  reduced  to      8,934,712  94 

Reduction  .        .        ,      2,309,80125 

The  greatest  amount  loaned  on  personal  security 

was,  in  March  and  April,  1818  $30,318,932  50 

In  November  it  was  reduced  to   •    26,989,992  12 


In  July,  1818,  loans  on  penoaal  secnrity  were- 

988,836,970  S 
November,  1818    ....    86,989,998  K 


Reduction 


3,328.940  38 


The  reduction  on  stock  is  beyond  all  proportion 
greater  than  on  the  personal  security  paper. 

Take  another  period— that  given  by  the  commit- 
tee.   In  July,  1818,  the  loans  on  stock  were— 

$10,657,125  85 
Norember,  1818  ....      8,934,71294 


Reduction 


1,846.678  IS 


Reduction 


1,722,412  91 


"there  is  another  period  stated,  ^Jone  and  Jelr.) 
which  gives  a  result  somewhat  different,  but  p^ 
shows  the  stock  loans  to  have  been  more  tto 
proporiionably  reduced.  The  first,  however,  ii 
most  fair,  as  it  yives  a  reasonable  range. 

I  have  gone  into  these  details,  sir,  noi  (or  the 
mere  purpose  of  differing  from  the  ConiBittee^  or 
pointing  out  inaccuracies  in  the  report,^! to 
avoid  hasty  results,  from  a  superfieiaf  cxamiai- 
tion.  The  conclusion,  so  far  as  we  havegooc 
is,  that  the  iofefences  are  not  warranted.  Rfery 
measure  is  fairly  accounted  for,  provided  toq 
examine  it  upon  its  own  merits,  free  from  tke 
prejudice  of  extrinsic  considerations.  I  ibfl 
trouble  you  no  more  with  particulars  that  mwL 
necessarily,  be  tedious  and  uninterestSogr.  Thm 
is  one  allegation  of  the  report,  however,  whiek 
the  chairman  has  voluntarily  corrected,  adraitttaf 
that  the  language  is  broader  than  he  meant  it  te 
be.  It  is  the  assertion,  in  page  tea,  that  ^tk 
principal  business  of  the  bank  certainly  has  ben 
to  discount  on  notes  secured  by  a  pMge  d 
stock  j**  an  assertion  which,  as  it  stands  in  the 
report,  did  certainly  occasion  some  astonish  meet 
It  is  now  explained  to  be  meant  only  of  the  op- 
erations at  Philadelphia.  We  have  no  table  tk( 
shows  how  much  of  each  kind  of  paper  was  dose 
at  Philadelphia,  and,  therefore,  cannot  fix  wiA 
any  precision  what  is  to  be  uaderstood  bf  tte 
vajfue  eipression,  *^  the  principal  business."  Btt, 
is  It  not  easy  to  sccount,  and  to  account  faiHr. 
too,  for  the  fact,  supposing  it  to  be  as  stai«jt 
The  largest  loans  on  stock  would  aatursUfW 
where  the  largest  quantity  of  stock  was  held.W 
where  there  was  most  of  that  kind  of  securltr  te 
offer.  The  largest  loans  were  aecordinglj  it 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  The.  list  of  ssl- 
scriptions  to  the  bank  (No.  47)  gives  as  the  fol- 
lowing: At  Philadelphia,  88,529  shares;  atBil- 
tiroore,  40,141 ;  at  New  York,  20,012;  at  Boston 
24,023.  It  is  worth  remarking,  thoog^h  notfr 
recti y  applicable  to  the  present  purpose,  that  t: 
Charleston  there  were  25,966  shares  sohseribct 
more  than  either  at  New  York  or  Boston.  A: 
Richmond,  16,967  shares;  at  Wa^ington,  1278$: 
and  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  9,587-— nearly  Ini: 
as  many  as  at  New  York.  I  would  remark  fa^ 
ther,  with  regard  to  the  loans  on  stock  at  Phila- 
delphia, that  tbev  were  not  confined  to  stock- 
holders in  Philadelphia,  but  a  considerable  ptit 
of  them  was  for  persons  residing  in  difierett 
parts  of  the  Union,  who,  from  some  cause  a 
other,  found  it  roost  convenient  to  get  thetr  lotss 
there.  This  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all  iIm 
committee,  from  whom  I  have  derived  it. 

But  the  heaviest  charge  of  all,  in  the  estiaa- 
tion  of  the  report,  that  which  pervades  and  gives 
a  color  to  the  whole,  at  the  same  time  that  it  i? 
of  no  manner  of  importance  in  the  present  it- 
qniry,  is  the  charge  of  speculation,  made  n^insi 
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iDdiruliMl  direeton  and  officers  of  the  institotioti. 
Hoir  far  it  may  be  justifiable  or  proper  thus  to 
seratiatze  the  prifate  transactions  of  men,  io  or- 
der to  fasten  upon  them,  bf  what  is  termed  an 
ex  parte  inqoirjr,  the  imputation  of  an  nndefined 
and  aadeflotftie  offence — to  hold  them  ap  to  pub- 
lic odimn,  oader  the  aathoritatite  sanction  of  a 
eommitree  of  this  Hoase— it  would  be  nseless 
now  to  iiiqoire.    Speculation  and  speculators, 
sir,  are  terms  of  verj  ▼ague  import,  and  of  very 
ezteflsife  application.    There  are  speculators  of 
miny  kio<U-»there  are  speculators  in  lands- 
there  ate  speculators  in  merchandise — there  are 
•pecoUtors  in  ma nofactures— there  are  specula- 
tort  ia  stocks ;  the  variety  is  infinite,  and  in  no 
coastry  upon  earth  greater  than  in  this.    E?ery- 
thiog  aboiH  os  isTites  to  speculation.    Such  are 
the  resources,  such  the  youthful  energy  of  our 
happy  country,  that  a  man  can  scarcely  apply 
his  labor  or  his  money  amiss;  wherever  he  em- 
ploys them  he  is  sure  of  a  liberal  and  rapid  in- 
crease.  Not  an  axe  sounds  in  the  forest,  without 
tddiog  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth.    I  should 
like,  then,  to  know,  io  what  the  discrimination 
eoDsists,  which  makes  one  kind  of  speculaHon 
offeosiTe,  and  another  innocent,  if  both  are  per- 
mitted by  law,  and  neither  unfairly  or  fraudu- 
lently conducted.    What  19  the  difference  be- 
tween speculating  in  land,  and  speculating  in 
merchandise,  or  the  stocks?    Sir,  the  charter 
does  not  prohihit  dealing  in  the  stocks,  either  to 
directors  or  to  the  officers  of  the  institution ;  it  is, 
therefore,  not  oolawful  or  criminal.    The  omis* 
MOD,  with  respect  to  the  officers,  cannot  hare 
been  casual  or  accidental.    If  my  recollection  be 
securate^  do  not  speak  positively-— it  was  pro- 
hibited, as  well  as  every  other  kind  of  trading, 
to  the  officers  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States.    I  know  it  is  prohibited  by  law  in  most 
of  the  State  institutions.    It  is  impossible  thai  it 
should  have  escaped  the  attention  of  Congress. 
But  let  us  examine  this  matter,  and  not  be  car- 
ried away  by  general  denunciation.   That  a  man 
might  subscribe,  and  yet  be  a  director,  is  not  to 
be  qoestioned;  none  but  a  subscriber  could  be  a 
director.    Every  subeeription  bad  a  view  toprofit 
ot  adraatagCjand  was  so  far  a  speculation.  £? ery 
large  subseripcioi^  bad  a  view  to  profit  by  selling, 
and  the  larger  the  subscription,  tne  greater  spec^* 
ttiator  was  the  sobacriber,  and  the  more  was  he 
interested  io  advancing  the  value  and  price  of 
the  stock.    Was  he,  on  that  account,  incapacita- 
ted 10  be  a  director  ?    On  the  contrary,  was  it 
act  thought,  and  with  some  appearance,  at  least, 
of  reason,  that  the  greater  his  stake  in  the  insti- 
tatioD,  the  more  he  would  feel  interested  in  iu 
prosperity  1    Again :  the  committee,  adopting  a 
disti action  I  do  not  very  well  understand,  find  no 
fault  with  a  director  for  buying  or  for  selling. 
And  yet.  Is  ii  not  most  obvious,  that  the  one  op- 
eration would  make  it  his  interest  to  depress,  and 
the  other  to  raise,  the  price;  that  in  the  one  case 
he  might  buy  as  cheap,  and  in  the  other  sell  as 
dnr  as  possible?    The  whole  censure  of  the  re- 
P<>u  Is  directed  apinst  those  who  bought  and 
sold— who  dealt  m  the  stock.    It  woald  be  very 


difficult  to  make  out  that  one  who  thus  dealt  in 
bujring  and  selling  was  morelikdy  to  be  affected 
by  it  in  his  conduct  as  a  director,  than  one  who 
only  bought,  or  one  who  only  sold.  On  the  con- 
trary, as  his  interest  would  be  sometimes  on  one 
side,  and  sometimes  on  the  other,  he  would  be- 
less  likely  to  be  permanently  influenced,  or  in- 
fluenced at  all.  But  this  is,  itself,  mere  matter 
of  speculation,  and  speculation  of  the  moat  dan- 
gerous sort;  because  it  subjects  the  conduct  of 
men  to  s|ieculative  examination,  and  to  specula- 
tive conviction.  It  is  a  speculation  upon  char- 
acter, where  there  ought  to  be,  and  where  there 
is,  a  plain  practical  rule  that  will  be  sure  to  guide 
us  to  a  safe  result.  Upon  this  part  of  the  subject 
I  wish  to  be  clearly  uaderetood.  The  rule  a  man 
may  think  proper  to  lay  down  for  the  govern- 
ment of  his  own  conduct,  is  one  thing ;  the  rule 
he  will  adopt  in  judging  the  conduct  of  others, 
is  another.  If  he  choose  to  fix  a  standard  for  hia 
own  government,  no  matter  how  high  be  may 
raise  it,  if  he  aim  at  all  the  perfections  contained 
in  the  table  of  the  illustrious  Franklin,  so  much 
the  better.  If  he  should  fail,  as  he  assuredly 
will,  of  reaching  the  bighevt  point,  he  will  nev- 
ertheless be  rewarded  for  his  pains.  He  will  pro- 
mote his  own  happiness,  and,  from  the  difficulties 
he  has  to  struggle  with,  he  will  learn  a  lesson  of 
charity  towards  others,  which  increased  content- 
ment with  himself,  at  every  step  of  his  progress, 
will  every  day  more  and  more  qualify  him  to 
practise.  But  when  a  man  comes  to  judge  the 
conduct  of  others,  let  him  be  war<^  how  he  applies 
to.  it  a  severer  role  than  the  law  of  the  land  and 
the  law  of  their  peculiar  condition  has  laid  down. 
Sir,  I  know  nothing,  by  experience,  of  specula- 
tion. I  have  never  dealt  m  the  stock  of  this 
bank.  I  have  never  bought  a  share,  nor  sold  a 
share,  nor  been  interested  in  the  purchase  or  sale 
of  a  share.  I  have  never  borrowed  a  dollar  from 
the  bank.  But  I  claim  no  credit  for  forbearance. 
When  I  am  not  here,  endeavoring  to  serve  my 
constituents  according  to  the  humble  measure 
of  my  abilities.  I  am  engaged  in  the  labors  of  a 
profession  which  do  not  consist  with  engage* 
mente  in  trade,  or  dealing,  orsoeculating,  orbor* 
rowing.  These  are  no  part  of  my  busioess,  and 
whether  I  abstain  from  them  because  I  think  it 
prudent,  or  because  I  think  it  right—from  mo- 
tives of  policy,  or  from  motives  of  a  higher  na- 
tures-is altogether  indifferent.  I  choose  to  ab- 
stain from  them,  and  no  one  has  any  right  to 
inquire  why  I  do  so.  I  acknowledge  that  I  should 
be  wanting  in  consistenc^r  of  character,and  mi^ht 
be  justly  exposed  to  suspicion,  if,  upon  becoming 
a  bank  director,  I  were  to  abandon  mv  former 
habits  and  occupations,  and  become  a  dealer  in 
money  and  in  stock.  But,  if  you  make  directora 
of  men  whose  daily  business  and  occupation  it 
is  to  trade,  to  bay  and  to  sell,  to  deal  ia  stocks 
and  in  money,  and  such  men  are  not  proscribed, 
they  are  indeed  the  very  men  who  are  deemed 
best  qualified  to  be  directors — do  you  expect 
them  thenceforth  to  give  up  their  occupations,  to 
purify  themselves  from  the  love  and  desire  of 
gain,  in  order  that  they  may  be  qualified  for  the 
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dae  performaiice  of  thMroit,  or  escape  the  eliarge 
of  being  sftecalatora  and  ctoekjobbert  ?  It  is  idle 
to  talk  of  it.  Nobodjr  ezpeets  it,  nor  do  I  know 
that  it  is  to  be  wished.  If  there  is  any  evil  ex- 
perienced, the  stockholders  haTe  power  to  cor- 
leet  it  bf  election  or  by  law.  Bat,  there  is  a 
jdain  practical  rule  upon  this  subject,  safe  and 
snre  m  its  application.  Has  all  this  impated 
specnlatiott  aflected  prejadiciallj  the  interesto 
and  management  of  Uie  bank  ?  If  the  trast  has 
been  betrayed,  if  the  bank  has  been  mismanaged 
towards  the  pablie,  and  the  property  of  the  stock- 
holders sacrificed  to  sobserTC  the  purposes  of 
speculation,  let  condemnation  iall  with  its  hear* 
iest  weight  npon  those  who  bare  abased  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  them.  This  is  the  question, 
if  we  are  to  discuss  any  Question  respeetinff  the 
management  of  the  bank.  To  this  qoesuon  I 
haTe  endeavored  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House ;  and  if  the  views  I  have  presented  be  ai 
all  correct,  I  think  it  has  been  fully  and  satisCic- 
torily  answered. 

Justice  to  those  who  have  had  the  direction  of 
the  bank  requires  a  few  words  more.  Tou  have, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  strongest  positive  evidence  or 
the  sincerity  of  the  directors,  and  of  their  confi- 
dence in  the  administration  of  the  bank.  Did 
thej  sell  out  before  the  fall  of  price  took  place  1 
With  one  only  exception,  I  believe— any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  can  correct  me,  if  I  am  in 
error — with  one  single  exception,  the  directors, 
who  are  charged  with  speculation,  held  and  con- 
tinued to  hoia  at  that  very  time  quite  as  large  if 
not  a  larger  quantity  of  stock  than  they  had  held 
at  any  antecedent  period ;  thus  resting  their  own 
hopes  and  fortunes  upon  the  sUbiUty  of  their 
measures.  Again:  the  fall  of  price  itself  was 
owing  to  their  own  acts  of  management — acts 
that  were  necessary  and  proper,  but  which  they 
must  have  foreseen  would  unavoidably  depress 
the  market.  We  know  full  well  thst  it  is  the 
rate  of  dividend  that  chiefly  regulates  the  per- 
manent  price  of  every  stock.  Did  they  ever 
make  an  unjustifiable  dividend  ?  It  is  not  pre- 
tended. The  first  serious  impression  made  upon 
the  market,  was  by  the  reduced  dividend  of  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  July  last.  I  say  reduced, 
in  comparison  with  the  former  dividends,  which 
had  been  four  per  cent.  That  aflected  the  stock. 
Then  came  the  change  in  the  character  of  the 
branch  notes,  which  occasioned  some  uneasiness, 
and  much  unfounded  clamor.  At  the  same  time 
there  was  a  rapid  reduction  of  discounts,  which 
had  the  double  efiect  of  lessening  the  prospect  of 
dividends,  and  of  diminishing  the  quantity  of 
mone]^  in  circulation ;  both  calculated  to  lower 
the  price  of  stock.  These  were  measures  neees* 
sarjr  and  proper  for  the  security  and  safety  of  the 
institution,  now  approved  by  every  one ;  but  they 
were  all  measures  most  obviously  unfavorable 
to  the  market.  They  were  adopted,  and  perse« 
vexed  in  by  the  directors,  because  they  were  ne- 
cessarv  and  proper,  who  thus  gave  to  the  noblic 
and  the  stockholders  the  surest  pledge  ol  their 
fidelity  .to  the  trust,  and  of  their  determination  to 
give  it  a  preference  to  any  interests  of  their  own. 


Of  the  officers  of  the  institatioa,  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  say,  that  neither  the  Imw  nor  tiie 
stockholders  restrained  them  from  trmdiag,aM 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  tbey  have  ii 
any  instance  neglected  or  betrayed  their  doty. 
In  what  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  tbe  Hoose. 
I  have  founded  myself  almost  exelostTely  apos 
the  documents  fombhed  by  the  committee.  WL: 
the  House  permit  me  to  say  one  word  from  ay 
own  personal  knowledge  7  Sir,  I  faavre  had  fm. 
opportunity  to  observe  the  conduct  of  the  Jsce 
president,  (Mr.Jontt,)and  lean  assure  tiieHoose 
that  I  believe  no  institution  ever  had  a  more 
honest,  zealous,  and  devoted  officer.  He  bts 
sacrificed  his  health  in  its  service,  by  iaccaaat 
and  laborious  exertions  to  promote  Its  prosperity, 
which  seemed,  indeed,  to  be  the  only  object  of 
his  thoughts  and  cares.  I  know  not  who  may  be 
hereafter  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bank,  nor  wik 
1  pretend  to  enter  into  any  comparison  of  otto 
qualifications ;  but  I  am  sure  that  I  wish  no  bk 
wish  for  the  institution,  when  I  express  a  hope 
that  all  its  future  presidents  may  be  as  fiiiihfvL 
as  honest,  as  indnsthous,  and  devoted,  as  Mr. 
Jones. 

It  is  time  to  come  to  a  conclusion  of  what  re 
lates  to  the  management  of  the  bank.  Can  I  ask 
more  to  sum  up  the  evidence  of  its  fidelity,  chat 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginii. 
(Mr.  TTLan,)  that  if  dissolved  it  is  now  able  tc 
pay  dollar  for  dollar? 

That  there  have  been  some  errors  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  they  have  been  mere  errors,  suck  as 
will  happen,  and  they  have  always  been  oa  tht 
right  side.    Among  them,  however,  I  do  not  eoa- 
sider  the  practice  of  selling  drafts  to  be  one.  It 
is  the  right  of  the  bank,  admitted  to  be  so  is  tk 
report,  (psge  5.)    It  is  perfectly  fair,  and  one  of 
the  most  legitimate  sources  of  profit,  inasraact 
as  it  is  expressly  indicated  in  the  charter.    Upoa 
what  principle,  then,  is  it,  that  what  an  individnt 
may  do  without  reproach,  is  not  to  be  done  by 
the  bank  7    Why,  having  a  fair  marketable  com- 
modity to  dispose  of,  shall  it  not  sell  at  the  iux 
market  price  ?    Why  should  it  not  in  this  respect 
be  put  upon  an  ei^ual  footing  with  individuals? 
Until  these  questions  are  answered,  it  is  luae- 
cessary  to  say  anything  further.    A  premium  or 
advance  is  an  indemnity  for  the  remittanee  oi 
funds,  ▼nrvinff  a  little^  aocording    to   circom- 
sunces.    Ougnt  the  bank  to  remit  the  funds  oi 
individaals  at  ito  own  expense?    It  woald  be 
unjust  as  respects  the  banl^  it  would  be  objec- 
tionable as  regards  the  community;  for  it  wooid 
open  the  door  for  favoritism  and  partiality.    A 
fixed  raie (which  the  report,  page  6,  thinks  ougkt 
always  to  be  observed)  is  plainly  impraetieable. 
But  of  this  I  need  say  no  more.    It  is  now  set* 
tied  upon  its  just  foundation  i  it  is  the  ri^ht  of 
the  bank,  and  does  no  wrong  to  any  one,  as  ao 
man  is  obliged  to  buy  from  the  bank,  or  sell  co 
the  bank,  but  makes  the  bargain  voluntarily  aaii 
for  his  own  convenience.    I  am  confident,  hov- 
ever,  what  tbe  report  says  in  page  5,  of  the  flac* 
tuaiion  from  one  to  five  per  cent,  is  incorrect.  1: 
must  be  a  mistake. 
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I  forbear  to  irespias  farther  on  the  patience  of 
the  Committee  iipoo  this  part  of  the  eubject,  and 
proceed  at  once  to  the  seeond  general  ground  of 
inquiry. 

Has  the  charter  been  Tiolated  so  as  to  work  a 
forfeiture?    This  single  question  would  afford 
materials  for  a  Tery  copious  diseossion^ — much 
more  copious  than  I  am  disposed  to  undertake, 
after  baring  already  taken  up  so  much  of  your 
time.    I  would  address  myself  first  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  hold  the  opinion  that  Congress  ha?e 
loo  Constitutional  power  to  charter  a  bank.  Such 
an  opinion,  I  know,  admits  of  no  compromise, 
but  certainly  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
the  oaestion  that  arises  when  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  a  bank,  and  that  which  presents  itself 
when  it  is  proposed  to  pull  down  and  destroy  an 
established  institution.    The  Tery  repeal  of  a  law 
admiu  its  Constitutional  Taliditj,  for,  if  it  is  on- 
constitutional,  it  is  void  of  itselt ;  and,  therefore, 
a  vote  for  a  repeal  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as 
the  expression  of  an  opinion  that  the  law  is  un- 
coiistiiotional.    I  lay  no  stress  at  this  time  upon 
the  repeated  recognitions,  which  must  now  be 
considered  as  having  dennitely  settled  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitutitm.    Every  one  can 
give  it  its  due  weight.    But,  I  would  ask  gentle- 
men to  remember  that  the  charter  of  this  bank 
received  all  the  Constitutional  sanctions,  was 
promulgated  to  the  country  and  to  foreigners  as 
a  Constitutional  law,  and  has  now  been  two  years 
in  force.    Gkeat  interests  are  connected  with  its 
existence,  incalculable  mischiefs,  public  and  pri- 
rate^  will  follow  its  repeal,  and  among  them  not 
the  least  considerable  will  be  the  wound  inflicted 
upon  the  character  and  credit  of  the  nation. 
EIow  shall  we  stand  in  the  estimation  of  foreign  • 
ers?   I  am  afraid  to  follow  out  the  inquiry.    Let 
svery  one  reflect  for  himself,  and.  as  he  values 
the  national  reputation,  so  let  him  aecide.    I  can- 
not, however,  at  all  understand  the  grounds  upon 
vrhich  gentlemen  who  have  Constitutional  ob- 
jections can  vote  for  a  tdre  facias.    That  pro- 
reeding  distinctly  admits  the  legal  existence  of 
;he  bank,  and  sends  it  to  the  judiciarv  to  be  tried 
for  its  lire,  to  determine  whether  it  has  not  for- 
Teited  iu  right  to  continue  longer  to  exist— ^n 
id  mission  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  opinion 
illoded  to.    But,  of  this,  every  member  must 
I  ndge  for  himself. 

If  Congress  had  a  power  to  incorporate  a  bank, 
tnd  have  exercised  that  power  according  to  the 
;:?oD8titntion,  no  argument  can  be  necessary  to 
yrove  that  we  have  no  right  to  repeal  the  charter. 
This  is  a  settled,  established  principle,  founded 
a  the  nature  of  the  power,  and  almost  universally 
{ooceded.  Chartered  rights  are  sacred  things; 
bey  are  the  rights  of  individuals,  guarantied  to 
hem  by  the  public  authority,  and  of  which  no 
a-wfol  authority  can  deprive  them  but  that  which 
be  charter  itself  prescribes,  or  which  is  implied 
rom  its  nature  to  be  exercised  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  charter,  and  according  to  the 
aw  of  the  land.  Any  other  mode  of  proceeding 
o  deprive  this  legal  being  of  existence  would  be 
%.u  act  of  lawless,  unjust  violence,  as  much  for- 


bidden as  to  legiriate  away  the  life  of  a  natural 
being.  That  we  have  a  right  to  send  this  cor* 
poration  to  the  judiciary,  there  to  undergo  its 
trial  and  receive  its  judgment,  no  one  can  denr, 
for  so  the  charter  has  expressly  provided.  It  is 
equally  clear,  I  think,  that  we  are  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion,  if  we  are  satisfied  that  the  char* 
ter  has  been  so  viohited  as  to  work  a  forfeitorCi 
still  the  question  of  expediency  is  open.  We  maf 
deem  it  for  the  public  interest  to  continue  its  ex* 
istence,  without  alteration,  to  organize,  if  its  or* 
ganization  has  been  impaired,  to  propose  changaa 
in  its  structure,  or  to  let  it  go  down, and,  if  need- 
ful, raise  up  a  new  institution.  We  are  not  boundi 
even  in  that  case,,  in  the  case  of  a  dear  and  un* 
equivocal  forfeiture^  to  send  it  to  trial  and  con- 
demnation. Is  it  not  equally  plain,  that  we  ought 
not  to  send  it  to  trial,  if^we  are  satisfied  that  there 
has  beeii  no  forfeiture?  Why  expose  ourselves 
to  the  ceruin  consequence  of  a  failure  1  It  will 
assuredly  not  increase  the  public  respect  for  our 
conduct.  We  may  lose  somewhat  in  the  public 
estimation.  Why  subject  the  bank  to  the  de- 
structive effect  ot  a  protracted  criminal  proceed- 
ing, when  no  offence  known  to  the  law  has  been 
committed?  A  gendeman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ttlxb,)  calcuhitin^  that  such  a  proceeding  would 
not  be  terminated  m  less  than  eighteen  months, 
says,  it  would  give  time  to  wind  up  the  concenia 
of  the  corporation,  which,  he  thinks,  might  be 
done  most  advanugeously  for  the  stockholdeca. 
He  takes  it  for  granted,  then,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  condemned;  that  a  Mcirefaciaa  and 
conviction  are*  the  same  thing.  But  the  officers 
of  the  corporation  will  not  so  consider  it;  thcf 
are  not  at  liberty  so  to  consider  it ;  they  must  go 
on  and  discharge  their  ordinary  functions  in  the 
ordinary  way.  until  its  doom  shall  be  finally  pro- 
nounced ;  and  then,  and  only  then,  would  tncf 
be  justified  in  commencing  the  arrangements  that 
are  to  follow  f  U  dissolution.  Till  then  it  is  a 
subsisting  corporation,  entitled  to  enjoy  all  ila 
rights,  and  bound  to  perform  all  its  duties.  But, 
let  us  suppose  a  more  favorable  issue.  Let  us 
suppose  it  to  be  acquitted.  Will  it  pass  through 
the  trial  unhurt?  This  artificial  being,  though 
it  has  not  precisely  the  same  sort  of  susceptibiUtf 
as  the  natural  being,  is  nevertheless  exqulsitelf 
susceptible;  it  may  be  wounded,  dangerouslf 
wounded,  in  iu  crolit.  This  is  its  living  prin- 
ciple, the  source  of  all  its  healthy  action,  upon 
the  preservation  of  which  the  capacity  to  perform 
its  tanctions  iQainly  depends.  There  it  will  be 
wounded  by  the  mere  institution  of  a  criminal 
proceeding. 
It  behooves  us,  then,  carefully  to  examine  the 

f  round  before  we  determine  to  proceed.  What| 
ask,  then,  is  such  a  violation  of  the  charter  as 
will  work  a  forfeiture?  The  report  admits  that 
there  is  a  distinction  in  this  respect,  and  that 
there  may  be  violations  or  non-compliances  which 
do  not  forfeit.  It  must  be  so.  Every  act  that  is 
fo/bidden  by  any  law  which  it  is  bound  to  obefi 
every  failure  to  do  what  any  such  law  requires, 
no  matter  how  minute,  or  to  what  cause  owing, 
is  a  violation  or  non-compliance  with  the  char* 
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Hf.    It  Boreljr  will  not  b%  pretended  that  every 
sttch  TiolatioD  or  notk-compltaoce  amoants  to  a 
forfeiture,  no  more  than  that  every  such  act  or 
omission  by  an  iDdiTidnal  woald  merit  the  poa- 
ishment  of  death.    The  act  done  may  be  Toid, 
because  it  is  illegal ;  it  may  incur  a  particular 
penalty,  because  it  is  to  a  certain  estent  criminal, 
out  it  will  not  therefore  amount  to  a  forfeiture-^ 
the  extreme  paoishment  for  extreme  offence. 
What,  then,  I  repeat,  is  such  a  Tiolatlon  1  In  the 
if  St  ^laee,  it  is  odtious,  from  the  charter  itself, 
(section  7,  23,)  that  it  must  be  an  offence  of  the 
/corporation.    The  acts  or  defaults  of  officers, 
^serrants,  or  agents,  do  not  necessarily  work  a  for- 
feiture.   Neither  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  error, 
mistake,  or  even  every  species  or  miseooduct  wilt 
cause  a  forfeiture.    It  can  oaiy  be  by  such  de- 
parture from,  or  neglect,  or,  if  you  please,  viola- 
tion of,  the  fundamental  and  vital  laws  of  its  or- 
ganization, as  incapacitates  the  corporation  to 
perform  its  doty,  or  does  of  itself  determine  its 
existence.    These  offences,  if  they  are  so  to  be 
termed,  can  be  reached  or  redressed  by  no  other 
means.    If,  for  instance,  an  election  had  not  been 
held  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  eighth  section, 
without  the  saving  provision  of  that  section,  there 
could  have  been  no  electiofi  at  all,  and,  for  want 
of  an  integral  and  vital  part  of  its  organisation, 
the  corporation  would  have  ceased  to  exist.    The 
charter  itself  has  made  the  distinction.    In  the 
ninth  article  of  the  eleventh  section,  the  corpora- 
tion is  expressly  prohibited  from  dealing,  except 
in  certain  enumerated  articles,  and  among  them 
is  public  debt.    In  the  tenth  article,  it  is  prohib- 
ited from  making  loans  to  the  United  Stales,  or 
to  particular  States,  beyond  a  limited  amount. 
It  would  violate  the  charter  if  it  were  to  offend 
against  either  of  these  articles.    What  then?    Is 
the  charter  forfeited?    No.    The  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  sections  establish  the  sanction  for  these 
prohibitions,  by  providing  specific  penalties  to 
be  inflicted,  not  upon  the  corporation,  but  upon 
the  individual  transgressors.    In  the  seventeenth 
section,  also,  the  penalties  are  denouneed  for  re- 
fusing to  pay  specie. 

To  sustain  the  contrary  doctrine,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  quoted  and  relied  upon 
the  famous  proceeding,  by  ^  loarranto^  against 
the  city  of  London,  in  the  time  of  Charles  11.  It 
it  a  bad  precedent  from  bad  times.  Sir.  the  ad- 
ministration of  private  justice,  in  England,  be- 
tween man  and  man,  has  for  a  long  time  flowed 
in  a  clear  and  steady  current.  Ton  may  gener- 
ally appeal  with  safety  to  the  precedents  it  af- 
fords. But,  when  yon  come  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Crown  causes,  you  will  err  most 
lamentably  unless  you  are  aided  by  the  light  of 
contemporaneous  history.  Is  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
precedent  he  has  quoted  for  our  imitation  and 
adoption  ?  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  refer  him 
to  the  historian  for  an  account  of  it.  It  occurred 
in  the  year  1683,  at  a  time  when  the  roval  pre- 
rogative, already  most  alarmingly  extended,  was 
abusing  the  power  it  had  derived  from  the  clr- 
eomstances  that  attended  and  followed  the  resto- 


ration, to  obtain  an  ualtmitad  aaccmdesey.  Ts 
break  down  and  crash  ^the  spirit  of  the  eitfc 
London,  was  a  favorite'and  important  part  of  ib 
system.  The  charges  against  the  city  were  tvt 
The  markets  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Ere  s 
lfl66,  and  new  onea  rebniit.  with  many  eosie- 
nieoees.  To  defray  the  expense^  a  saDalJ  iixkl 
been  assessed  upon  goods  bronghc  to  msike. 
This  was  the  foundation  of  the  flrst  ebarge.  Tk 
second  and  real  groan d  was,  that  the  city  of  La- 
den, always  on  the  side  of  the  iibertics  af  ih 
people,  and  opposed  to  the  arbitrary'  esoamon  d 
the  prero^ive  of  the  Grown,  had  mddnmid  tki 
King  against  the  prorogation  of  ParlisiiMat  Tke 
( office  of  jodge  was  at  that  time   held  toisi 

*  pleasure,  and  it  was  imposaible  ilMit  any  csnt 

*  where  the  court  beat  iu  force,  eoald  efcr  be 

*  carried  against  iu''  If  the  geatleiDaa  wiihci  ts 
know  how  the  pleasure  of  tne  Grown  wasi^ 
fled  in  the  instance  referred  to,  he  OMiy  find  it  a 
the  book  be  has  nsed,  at  page—,  to  the  folios- 
ingeffiKct:  ** Memorandum.  That  whan  the ^ 
*■  mnrrer  in  this  case  was  joined,  viz.,  Mich.  Taa, 

*  34  Gar.,  2,  Mr.  Sergeant  Fembertoo  was  Ctaf 

*  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  But,  belbfe  Hduf 
'  Term,  that  it  came  to  be  argaed,  be  was  r- 

*  moved,  and  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  Caronc 
'  Bench,  and  Sir  Bdward  Sanndara,  who  had  bm 
'  counsel  for  the  King  ia  drawing  aiid  advisiif 
'  the  pleadings,  was  made  Ghier  Jintiea  of  tk 
'  King's  Bench."    The  bloody  Jeffi'ias  was  tk 
next  Chief  Justice.    Docs  any  gcntlenaa  stu 
think  this  a  precedent  to  be  offered  to  oar  inia- 
tion  ?    I  will  then  beg  leave  to  tell  hina  fortks, 
that  this  decision  took  place  in  tha  very  rar 
whose  annals  are  stained  with  the  blood  of  &»• 
sell  and  of  Sidney.    It  is  one  of  the  dark  iii 
atrocious  offences  committed  by  a  dcpandcnt  wd 
corrupted  judiciary,  under  the  forms  of  joatici 
at  the  instigation  of  the  Grown,  which  historf 
has  long  since  consigned  todistingoisiied  infaaf. 
It  is  one  of  a  series  of  arbitrary  and  oppream 
acts  that  roasing  the  spirit  of  a  brave  aad  injand 
people,  finally  expelled  the  Stoal-to   from  the 
throne  of  Bogland,  and  caused  the  rovolatiea  d 
ld88.    The  corporation  of  London  was  of  coone 
condemned,  and  the  King  availed  himaclf  of  'M 
decision  to  grant  a  new  charter,  which  he  toak 
care  to  adapt  to  his  own  views,  of  repressing  tte 
spirit  of  London,  and  curtailing  its  iibertiaa.   A! 
the  corporations  of  EBgland«-4ll,  guilty  or  inno- 
cent, convinced  that  if  the  moat  powcifai  bodr 
of  the  kingdom  had  sunk  under  a  eoateat  witi 
a  corrupted  judiciary,  executing  the  arbitrary 
wishes  of  the  Grown^  resistance  on  their  psri 
would  be  vain-^ame  in,  surrendered  their  char- 
ters, the  security  of  their  rigbu  and  libertiea,  aai 
accepted  snch  new  charters  as  the  Grown  woeU 
condescend  to  give,  paying  for  the  privilc^  d 
being  robbed  of  their  rights  snch  soma  of  anonef 
ns  the  Grown  thought  proper  to  exact.    The  ret- 
olutlon  gave  independence  to  the  judges.     Oai 
of  the  first  acu  of  the  Government  that  anceeedti 
was  to  dechire  this  decision. ille^l  and  Toid.(a 
W.  db  M.,  8.  1,  c.  8.)    By  the  jndiciarr  it  w« 
never  respected ;  bar,  in  all  qnestioBa  anerwmi^ 
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arisiBg)  the  old  ebarter  w«s  eoDtldered  as  having 
ahrays  continQed  io  force.  What  is  the  laaffuage 
of  modeni  and  seiuid  aathority  in  England  1    ^*  A 

*  judgment  of  oaster  against  mayor  and  aidermen, 

*  does  not  dinolre  a  corporation.  Qod  forbid, 
^  says  an  Bogiish  judge,  that  the  rights  of  the 
^  innoeeot  ihonid  be  lost  and  destroyed  by  the 
'  ofienee  of  iodividoals.    When  a  corporation  ex- 

*  ists,  eipaUe  of  discharging  its  fonctions,  the 

*  Crowo  caanot  obtrude  a  new  charter  opon 
'them.''  Thus  repudiated  and  reprobated  in 
Eoghiod-^hus  condemned  by  its  history,  as  well 
as  bj  its  association,  are  we  to  adopt  this  prece- 
dent? The  violation  of  charters  has  ever  been 
deemed  an  enormous  grievance.  It  was  one  of 
oar  eomplaiats  against  fiogland,  and  thought 
worthy  to  be  introdoeed  into  tbe  Deelaration  of 
lodependeoee^  where  it  stands  enumerated  among 
the  solemn  causes  that  led  to  the  separation. 

I  woald  beg  leave  to  add  further,  before  I  ex- 
amine the  particular  offences  imputed,  that  where 
a  violation  has  taken  place,  I  cannot  eoneeive 
that  it  will  work  a  forfeiture,  if  there  be  a  specific 
remedy,  redress,  or  penalty.  A  forfeiture  in  that 
ease  is  unnecessary. 

I  shall  touch  very  briefly  upon  tbe  several  im- 
puted ounces  contained  in  the  report,  not  only 
because  I  hkve  already  trespassed  too  long,  but 
because  ihe  principles  I  have  submitted  go  tar  to 
settle  them,  and  also  because  they  have  already 
been  foiiy  and  satisfactorily  answered  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  (Mr.  LowHDsa.) 

The  first  of  these  charges  relates  to  the  two 
miiiioBs  of  public  debt  purchased  by  tbe  bank  for 
the  Commissioners  of  tbe  Sinking  Food.  I  think 
it  clear  that,  in  the  question  witb  the  Treasury, 
the  baak  was  in  the  right ;  and  the  obvious  mode 
of  correcting  the  error  that  has  occurred,  would 
he  to  pay  to  the  bank  the  9^4,000  lost  by  passing 
the  stock  to  the  commissioners  at  par.  But  no 
one,  I  think,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  can  hes- 
itate to  say  thai  there  has  been  no  violation  of 
the  charter,  and  every  one  will  admit  that,  if 
there  bad  been,  the  Government  eon  Id  not  com- 
plaio,  having  iwen  a  partjr,  with  full  knowledge, 
to  tbe  traBsactioD,  and  enjoyed  all  the  benefit  of 
iu  The  object  of  tbe  charter  was  to  prevent  the 
bank  from  pucchsstng  to  keep  or  to  sell— that  is 
to  sa^,  pnrchastM  foir  its  own  use.  It  purchased, 
in  this  instance,  ^r  tbe  Treasury;  it  passed  the 
ftock  immediaiei J  to  the  eommissiooeri,  and  all 
the  peculiarity  ot  the  ease  consists  in  the  single 
circumstance  that  it  received  from  tbe  Gbvern- 
nent  tUfiW  less  than  it  paid,  it  is  needless  to 
spend  time  oo  this  item ;  for,  if  there  has  been  a 
vioktioB,  there  is  a  remedy  for  it  by  the  charter, 
to  \ft  enforced  under  the  charter,  and  not  by  de- 
•troying  the  charier. 

The  second  imputed  violation  is  what  relates 
to  the  non-patrment  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment*    There  is  some  apparent  confusion 

rthis  subject  in  tbe  report,  and  there  is  one 
mistake.  It  will  be  necessary  to  aseeetain 
tbe  facts  accurauly,  before  we  attempt  to  reason 
^fon  thenn.  la  page  7  of  the  report  it  is  slated, 
''ikit  the  amooat  of  specie  in  the  bank  in  Feb* 


*  ruary,  1817,  was  $1,724^109;  324^000  more  than 

*  the  coin  part  of  the  first  instalment,  and  which 
'  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  have  been  received 
'  for  the  second  instalment."  The  inference  is, 
that  only  $324,000  in  coin  had  been  received  for 
the  second  instalment.  This  seems  to  be  contra- 
dicted by  tbe  statement  in  page  6.  The  commit- 
tee there  say,  *'  the  loans  were  to  be  confined  to 
^  aid  the  payment  of  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
'  instalment,  on  the  shares  which  had  been  sub- 
*'  scribed  at  the  places  where  offices  were  then  iu 

*  operation — New  York,  Boston,  and  Baltimore." 
They  then  add,  that  the  total  amount  of  these  loans, 
af  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  was  $338,250; 
that  at  New  York  aad  Boston  they  were  "to  a 
very  trifling  amount,  if  any  ;**  and  that,  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  the  coin  part  of  the  Instalment 
was  paid  in  coin.  The  view  of  the  committer 
would  prove,  that  all  the  coin  part  of  the  second 
instalment  had  been  paid  in  coin,  excepting 
about  $338,250.  We  have,  however,  the  clearest 
proof  of  the  real  state  of  tbe  fact  in  table  T, 
among  the  documents. 

It  appears  from  that  table  that,  in  February, 
1817,  there  were  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  in 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  New  York,  and  Balti- 
more, in  specie,  exactly  what  the  committee 

state $1,724,109  06 

Bat  there  were,  at  the  same  time. 

due  from  the  commissioners  for 

receiving  subscriptions,  $8,559.- 

7$4  95,  the  cola  part  of  which 

must  have  been  received  in  coin, 

and  would  be  rather  more  than    2,000,000  00 

Making  together        -       -    3,724,109  00 
The  total  amount  in  coin,  required 
for  the  second  and  third  instal- 
ment, was         ....    4^200,000  00 

So  that  the  total  deficiency  arising 
from  discounts  at  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Balti- 
more, did  not  exceed  -        .       •    475,991  00 
Of  which  there  were  in  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore $338,250. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  amount  is  much  leia 
than  seems  to  have  been  supposed  ;  that  it  could 
not  have  occasioned  the  necessity  of  importatioa 
^  to  supply  the  deficiency  the  evasion  had  occa- 
sioned f*  that  it  could  not  have  injured  the  pone- 
taal  stockholders,  nor  materially  affected  the 
operations  of  the  bank.  On  the  contrary,  it 
may,  I  think,  be  assumed  as  probable,  that  the 
mere  knowledge  of  the  faet  that  this  accommo- 
dation might  be  obtained  kept  down  the  price  of 
specie,  and  really  benefited  the  stockholders,  as 
well  as  contributed  to  bring  about  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments* 

But,  Aiail  as  it  is,  there  is  a  much  stronger 
ground  of  justification.  I  allude  not  now  to  the 
circumstance  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  bf 
Congress  at  tbe  time  of  these  transactions,  and 
they  not  only  escaped  censure,  but  appeared  te 
be  approved.  That  would,  and  ought  to  be,  aa 
answer  here^for  Congpress  might  then,  by  inter* 
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posing,  have  arrested  the  proceeding.  But  the 
necessity  which  then  justified  it  in  the  sight  of 
Congress  still  affords  it  a  justification.  The  bank 
was  Dound  to  go  into  operation  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  April,  1817.  It  was  the  wish  of 
the  Governtnent,  rounded  upon  the  exigencies  of 
the  public,  that  it  should  commence  much  sooner; 
and,  yielding  to  that  wish,  it  did  commence,  be- 
fore the  second  instalment  was  payable.  What 
were  its  operations?  Receiving  deposites,  dis- 
counting, issuing  paper— >each  ofwhich,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  disabled  it  to  enforce  the  precise 
literal  terms  of  subscription.  They  could  not 
refuse  to  discount  for  a  stockholder,  merely  be- 
cause he  was  a  stockholder ;  they  could  not  refuse 
to  receive  their  own  notes,  or  checks  upon  the 
bank,  as  equlYalent  to  coin.  That  Would  have 
been  absurd — as  they  were  bound  to  pay  coin  for 
them ;  and  would,  besides,  have  been  a  substan- 
tive violation  of  charter.  They  might  have 
refused  the  notes  of  State  banks;  yes,  they  might, 
but  what  would  have  been  the  consequence? 
They  must  have  violated  the  compact  that  had 
been  entered  into,  and  thrown  everything  into 
confusion.  I  am  discussing  the  matter  as  if  it 
were  established  that  they  did  receive  the  notes 
of  State  banks.  It  does  not  appear  whether  they 
did  or  not.  And,  after  all,  woat  harm  has  been 
done  ?  Is  the  bank  in  a  worse  condition,  or  the 
public  injured?    It  cannot  be  pretended. 

The  third  item  of  complaint  is  too  small,  in 
itself,  to  merit  much  attention.  It  appears  (Doc- 
uments, page  114)  that  dividends  to  the  amount 
of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixtv  dollars 
were  paid  to  four  stockholders,  who  had  been  in 
default  when  the  dividends  were  declared.  There 
is  a'b  unintentional  ambiguity  in  the  mode  of 
stating  the  charge,  in  the  report,  which  might 
induce  a  belief  that  the  instalment  had  not  been 
paid  at  the  time  of  paying  the  dividend.  From 
the  documents  it  will  be  seen  that  the  instalment 
was  paid,  and  that  interest  was  charged  upon  it 
from  the  time  when  it  became  payable.  The 
utmost  loss  that  could  have  been  incurred,  would 
have  been  the  difference  between  four  per  cent, 
and  three  per  cent,  for  six  months ;  equal  to  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars.  It  was  not,  per^ 
haps,  so  much;  for  the  interest  was  probablv 
charged  up  to  the  time  of  paying  the  dividend, 
which  was  more  than  six  months.  Whether 
these  payments  were  made  by  mistake,  or  whether 
there  were  any  peculiar  circumstances  to  justify 
them,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  inquired  into, 
and  cannot  be  ascertained.  But  every  one  must 
be  satisfied,  that,  whether  the  payment  was  in- 
tentional, or  whether  it  was  by  mistake— whether 
it  was  right,  or  whether  it  was  wrong — the  con- 
sequences cannot  extend  beyond  those  who  were 
concerned  in  it.  The  money  might,  perhaps,  be 
recovered  back,  or  the  officer  be  charge  with  it 
as  a  wrongful  payment.  It  can  never  forfeit  the 
charter. 

The  onlv  remaining  article  is  that  which  re- 
gards the  elections— particularly  the  first.  This 
charge  is,  in  substance,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  that  votes  were  received  which  the  com- 


miitee  believe  to  have  been  illegal,  and  that  the 
judges  of  the  election,  and  directors  and  officers 
of  the  iMtnk,  **  perfectly  well  knew  the  faeu." 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  made 
them  illeffal.    As  there  were  no  directors  till 
after  the  first  election,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can 
be  implicated  in  the  charge,  so  for  at  least  .as 
relates  to  that  election.    But,  waiving  that,  and 
waiving  too  the  inquiry  whether  the  judges  had 
any  right  to  refuse  the  votes,  (a  very  doubtfol 
matter,  to  say  the  least  of  it,)  let  us  examine  the 
metier  a  little  more  closely,  with  a  view,  not  to 
its  foundation  in  fact,  but  to  its  legal  results.    I 
have  never  understood,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any 
number  of  illegal  votes  will  make  an  eleetioa 
void.  There  are  circumstanees  that  will  aodoubt- 
edly  avoid  an  election.    If  an  armed  force,  of 
soldiers  or  others,  were  to  surround  the  polls,  and 
by  violence,  or  the  menace  of  violenee,  prevent 
the  electors  from  voting,  or  otherwise  interiere 
with  the  free  exercise  of  their  franchise,  the 
election  ought  to  be  held  void.    But  the  mere 
circumstance  of  illecal  votes  being  received,  U 
of  no  importance,  unless  the  election  is  contested. 
And  what  is  then  the  rule  ?    The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  will  answer  that 
question.    Where  the  election  is  by  ballot,  the 
illegal  votes  are  all  deducted  from  the  majority. 
Suppose  there  is  still  a  majority,  is  the  ereclioa 
void  ?    No.    The  highest  on  the  return  is  the 
person  elected.    Suppose  there  was  no  opposing 
candidate,  is  the  election  questionable  ?   I  pelievc 
we  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing.    Again, 
sirj  suppose  the  election  not  to  be  tested — ^the  re- 
turnea  member  takes  his  seat,  and  holds  it  Uil 
his  term  of  service  has  expired.    Is'  his  right 
afterwards  questionable,  or  the  validity  of  the  acU 
he  has  done?    I  have  never  so  understood  it. 
These  are  the  ordinary  rules  applicable  to  such 
cases.    How  do  they  apply  here  ?    Illegal  votes, 
it  is  said,  were  received.    Was  there  any  oppo- 
sition, or  were  all  the  votes,  leoal  and  illei|ai, 
given  for  the  same  ticket?    Was  the  election 
contested  ?    Has  not  the  time  for  contesting  it 
gone  by  ?    Supposing  it  still  open  to  contest- 
can  any  one  intorm  us  how  many  legal  and  how 
many  illegal  votes  were  given,  or  what  would  be 
the  slate  of  the  poll  if  the  illegal  votes  were  de- 
ducted from  the  majority  ?    These  are  matters 
necessarv  to  be  ascertained  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  until  they  are  ascertained,  at  all  events,  the 
election  is  good,  and  the  acts  done  under  it  valid. 
Bven  where  an  election  is  contested,  the  retomed 
candidate  takes  his  seat,  and  holds  it,  with  all 
its  right^  voting  and  acting  with  others,  until  the 
contest  IS  decided.     Bnt,  again;  was  it  ever 
heard  that  the  mere  fact  of  receiving  illegal  ihttm 
at  the  election  of  corporation  officers,  was  a  for- 
feiture of  the  charter  ?    Every  corporation  in  the 
United  States  might  tremble  if  that  were  the 
law    No :  You  may  invalidate  the  election  be*> 
fore  the  proper  tribonal— yon  may  set  it  aside*. 
The*  judiciary  may  inquire  into  it«— may  expel 
those   who    have  been  introduced    by    illegal, 
means^-may  introduce  those  who  have  been  by 
illegal  means  kept  oat.    These  are  the  appropra^ 
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tte  and  all-sofficiaot  remedies,  which  we  hare 
freqoeotlf  seen  employed,  and  employed  with 
eftet.  They  apply  direetly  to  the  evil  where  it 
is  found— eorreet  that  evil— but  leave  the  inno- 
cent corpotatioo,  and  the  innocent  corporators, 
io  the  eoji^ment  of  their  rights,  which  these 
remedies  are  intended  to  preserve,  and  not  to 
destroy. 

I  bed  istended  to  have  noticed  the  propositions 
broogiii  forward  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee. It  woold  be  an  pardonable  to  eonsame  more 
of  the  time  of  the  Honse.  A  single  remark  upon 
tbem  and  I  have  done.  Amon?  those  proposi- 
tions there  are  several  that  would  be  highly  ad- 
Tantageons  to  the  bank.  If  they  were  offered  to 
its  free  acceptance,  perhaps  they  would  be  accept- 
ed, fiot,  oader  the  threat  of  a  edrejjaeias,  they 
ooght  not  to  receive  a  moment's  consideration. 


TtrisDAT,  February  S3. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson^  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  William 
Proot  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  before  the  Cir- 
CQit  Court  for  the  District  of  Colombia,  against 
the  Comminioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  and 
to  direct  a  defence  therein.''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  tne  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Uommittee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  M.  Brook 
sod  Edmund  P.  Kennedy ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  other 
matters,  to  them  referred  at  the  present  session, 
apoQ  which  they  have  not  acted,  and  that  the 
same  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Hoase,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rioh,  reconsid- 
ered tbe  vote  of  yeaterday  which  rejected  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Reed ;  and 
tbe  bill  was  laid  on  the  ubJe. 

The  engroesed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  Beojamin  Wells  waa  read  the  third 
time,  aad  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  benefit  of 
WjiJiam  Proat  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  reg- 
oiatjog  passenger  ships  aad  vesseb  ware  taken 
op,  and  agreed  to— <me  of  them  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  biHs  of  the  foUow- 
iog  titles,  to  wit :  ** An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an 
let  passed  oo  the  37th  day  of  February,  1813, 
eatitied  ^Aa  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating 
the  Post  Oflice  Bstablishment ;"  **  An  act  for  the 
benefit  of  Jacob  Parkill  f  and  ''An  act  respect- 
ing the  tran8p(»rtation  of  persons  of  color,  for  sale, 
ot  to  be  held  to  labot"— in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  eonenrveiiea  of  this  Hoose. 


FRANKING  PRIVILB6E. 


The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  extend  the  priv- 
ilege of  franking  letters,  &c.,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  during  the 
recess  of  Congress.' 

The  bill  was  amended,.on  motion  of  Mr.  Tall- 
M ADOB,  by  including  in  Its  provisions  the  Speaker 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Garn ETT  moved  to  anfiend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  provisions  of  the  bill  freeing  from 
postage*  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  certain 
officers  of  agricultural  societies.  This  motion 
was  lost;  and, 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative;  and  the  bill  of  course 
rejected. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
in  the  chair,)  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States— Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  for  re- 
pealing the  charter  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SiROBANT  concluded  tbe  argument  which 
he  commenced  yesterday— occupy inff  to-day 
more  than  two  hours  in  defence  of  the  hank — as 
given  entire  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  again  rose.  He  was  (he  said) 
sensible  of  tbe  attention  with  which  the  House 
had  already  indulged  him  in  this  debate.  He 
would  therefore  consume  but  a  little  more  of  its 
time,  in  replying  to  some  of  the  grounds  which 
had  been  occupied  with  so  much  skill  and  ad- 
dress by  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolution 
for  the  repeal  of  the  bank  charter.  The  gentle- 
men from  South  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
LowNDBs  and  Mr.SaaoBANT,)  who  had  displayed 
so  much  ability  on  this  ocoasion,  had  been  unable 
to  discover  any  fault,  not  even  the  most  venial 
sin,  in  the  bank;  on  the  contrary,  they  find  it 
covered  with  virtues  and  perfection,  and  occu- 
pying a  station  almost  superhuman.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Sooth  Carolina  had  yielded  his  ajK 
plause  to  the  bankj  for  its  disinterested  generosity 
in  aiding  the  credit  of  the  State  banks;  as  an  in- 
stance of  which,  the  gentleman  had  quoted  the 
agreement  of  the  31st  January,  1817,  with  the  re- 
ceiving banks,  when  he  imagines  the  interest  of 
the  institution  would  have  dictated  a  refusal  of 
that  agreement,  whereby  the  notes  of  the  State 
1)anks  would  have  been  refused  at  the  Treasury, 
and  discredited  by  the  public:  so  that  the  Na- 
tional Bank  would  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  confidence  and  business  of  the  country.  Now, 
said  Mr.  P.,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  after  the 
receipt  of  the  first  instalment,  the  bank  found  it- 
self the  owner  of  only  91,800,000  in  specie,  and 
that  a  secret  understanding  subsisted  between  the 
directors  and  stockholders,  whereby  the  snbse- 
•quent  specie  instalments  were  to  be  evaded. 
Whilst  I  admit,  that,  if  the  credit  of  the  State 
banks  could  have  been  totally  destroyed,  the  coun- 
try would  have  been  forced  to  turn  its  confidence 
and  address  its  business  to  the  National  Bank,  I 
insist  that  the  bank  was  not  in  a  condition  to  re- 
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spond  to  the  eonfidenee  or  botinttt  of  the  cood- 
trj.  It  would,  on  the  cessation  of  the  eunrenejr 
or  Slate  paper,  hate  been  inTolred  in  the  neces- 
sity of  emanating  its  notes  to  supply  the  vacnom 
occasioned  by  the  banishment  of  State  paper; 
and  to  haTe  ventured  on  that  measure  as  sud- 
denly as  the  crisis  wdold  have  required,  most 
have  insured  certain  ruin,  as  it  could  not  have 
commanded  the  specie  to  redeem  such  abundant 
issues,  which  would,  however,  have  been  speedily 
returned  to  it  for  specie,  by  the  numerous  State 
banks,  that  must  and  would  have  combined 
against  their  common  enemy. 

Had  the  bank  divided  and  distributed  all  the 
specie  it  possessed,  at  an  early  period  after  its 
commencement,  among  its  fifteen  branches,  and 
issued  its  paper  m  the  quantities  requsite  to  supply 
a  correncjr,  a  few  weeks,  or  indeed  dajs,  would 
have  emptied  the  vault  of  ito  last  dollar,  or  obli- 
ged it  to  witbold  the  payment  of  specie,  and  there- 
by reduced  its  credit  to  the  level  oi  the  Sute 
banks.  Why,  then,  is  the  bank  applauded  for  its 
forbearance  of  a  rigor  to  which  it  never  dared  to 
resort,  or  praised  for  a  moderation  to  which  it 
was  confined  by  its  own  delinqoeoev  and  weak- 
ness? To  the  charge  that  the  bank  had  resorted 
to  usurious  practices,  in  loaning  post  notes  pay- 
able at  sixty  days,  at  an  interest,  as  though  the 
money  had  been  immediately  advanced,  when  in 
fact  it  would  never  be  advanced  by  the  bank,  as 
the  borrower's  notes  would  be  payable  as  soon  as 
the  post  notes,  and  that  there  was  no  authority  to 
suppress  such  extortions,  the  gentleman  from 
Bouih  Carolina  replies,  showing  the  great  con- 
venience of  post  notes  for  transmission  by  mail, 
lA  lieu  of  specie,  aod  the  security  they  afibrd 

gainst  losses,  as  they  were  not  payable  to  bearer, 
ut  I  ask,  whether  this  answer  should  be  Ufged  ? 
The  bank,  on  the  loan  of  silver  dollars,  should 
only  be  entitled  to  the  same  interest  to  which 
others  are  entitled.  Post  notes  are  more  conve- 
nient than  dollars ;  and  if,  on  account  of  that  con- 
venience, the  bank  may  receive  more  than  le^al 
interest,  it  may  also  receive  more  than  legal  in- 
terest on  loans  of  its  own  ordinary  bank  buls.  for 
they,  too,  ore  more  convenient  lor  transmission 
than  silver.  [Here  Mr.  Lowmbbo  explained,  stat- 
ing that  his  observations  had  been  applicable  to 
the  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  30th  January, 
1817,  which  only  seemed  to  authorize  the  ad- 
▼anee  of  post  notes  at  sixty  days,  when  payable 
at  a  piece  other  than  that  at  which  they  werfc 
iMoed.j  I  am  apprized,  said  Mr.  P.,  of  the  dis- 
tinction in  this  respect,  between  post  notes  pay- 
able where  issued,  or  at  a  different  place ;  and 
that  on  the  latter  an  additioaal  sum  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  bank,  equal  to  the  premium  on  ex- 
change. But  I  do  not  concur  with  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  in  his  interpretation  of  the 
bank  resolution  of  the  30ih  January,  1817,  nor 
will  I  criticise  that  resolution  to  find  its  literal 
Import,  for  the  same  bank  that  made  the  resolu- 
tion had,  or  at  least  assumed,  the  right  to  inter- 
pret its  own  resolution,  and,  as  it  appears  by  the 
report,  did  issue  post  notes  payable  at  the  place 
where  issued,  and  on  these  post  notes  did  receive 


an  unjust  and  unlawful  gain.  Tlie  geaiJcan 
has  not  denied,  that  the  fNist  note  of  990,000.1 
sixty  days,  the  loan  of  which  is  oaantioned  is  ik 
report,  was  payable  at  the  place  where  jaad 
But,  soifer  me  to  yield  to  the  gcnUomaa'i  a» 
structiou  of  the  bank  rcsolntioo  of  30th  Juouj 
1817,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  onljr  wmmntcd  t^» 
suing  of  post  notes  payable  at  difiereot  plscci  ua 
.where  issued,  and  mark  the  conseqiocnces.  Tba 
as  we  know  that  such  notes  payable  at  tW  ^ 
of  issuing^  were  loaned,  there  was  eitkcr  soot 
other  resolution  to  warrant  these  loaai^orl^ 
was  not.  If  there  was  another  reeolutisi  to  asr* 
rant  these  loans,  that  other  reaolntiea  nbjecti 
the  bank  to  every  criminal  imputatios  i^  i( 
would  have  been  subjected  to  in  ease  the  Taoh- 
tion  of  the  30th  January,  1817,  had  aatborin^ 
the  same  same  unlawful  ioansi  But  if  there  wa 
no  other  resolution  to  authorize  sueh  losaijfeis 
we  know  the  loans  were  made,  the  bank  ioconW 
a  still  greater  turpitude  by  resorting  u»  as  ilitfi^ 
practice,  and  adroitly  omitting  to  spread  tof  R' 
solution  or  distinct  account  of  it,  on  the  joum 
of  its  proceedings;  hiding  the  trnnsactioss  fros 
the  Government,  which  had  reserved  therigMi/ 
examining  all  its  transactions.  It  is  posiUe  i 
have  not  understood  the  object  of  the  getilemii 
from  South  Carolina,  when  on  this  hetd  be  re- 
ferred to  the  sutement  of  the  cashier.  Thtt  oi" 
cer  deposes,  that  post  notes  were  direcied  to  It 
issued,  on  application,  at  sixty  days,  to  be  paid  fi 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  di&couois,  if  reqairei 
This  certainly  had  a  reference  or  at  least  vasip- 
plicable  to  post  notes  payable  at  the  same  pUce; 
they  were  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceed  ^ 
discounts,  which  ought  to  have  been  ready  ao&ef 
to  the  borrower,  and  would  of  course  sffori  u- 
iust  gain  to  the  bank,  unless  it  had  dirtcted  tv 
borrower's  note  to  bear  date  at  the  end  of  tti 
sixty  days,  when  the  post  note  would  be  eqnai* 
cash,  which  direction  the  bank  never  gave. 

The  honorable  member  from  Sooth  Caroba 
has  shown  us  the  22d  aad  SOd  sections  of  tbeaet 
of  iacorporaiioo.  By  the  S8d  section,  in  esietK 
bank  did  not  commence  operations  by  April  idl7. 
Congress  were  authorized,  withia  twelve  moitt^ 
to  declare  the  charter  void.  But  this  sectioscfr' 
tainly  does  not  prove  that  Congress  can  si^ 
no  other  circumstances  repeal  the  law.  It  ^ 
inserted  as  a  restraint  on  the  bank,  and  osc  »* 
limitation  of  legislative  anthority.  ft  was  a  per 
alty  denounced  in  terrwtm  to  hurry  the  bait* 
its  duties. 

The  22d  section  designates  the  event  on  vhd 
Congress  may  annul  the  charter,  and  tbe  S3dii^ 
tion,  the  circumstances  under  which  the  ea^ 
may  annul  it  by  judgment.  But  if  we  have  ibe** 
that,  without  either  of  these  sections,  Cwfi^ 
would  have  possessed  power  to  rc^peal  the  acts 
incorporation,  that  power  is  not  impaired  If 
either  section;  for,  if  either  Qovernmeot  orH 
individual  having  a  right  w  entitled  to  a  reffii^ 
or  certain  means  of  justice  and  thereafter  a  li* 
be  made  conferring  a  new  remedy  without  nf 
sing  anythiitg  of  his  previous  rights,  the  Qorci* 
ment  or  individual  will  have  his  eleciioa  to  pi^ 
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sue  tbe  old  or  new  remedv,  the  lauer  being  con- 
sidered at  eumalntire.  This  proposition  is  sufli- 
eieod^  evident  to  all  professioDal  geotlemen.  If, 
then,  It  were  possible  for  the  Fourteenth  Coogresa 
to  make  a  lav  to  bind  and  govern  the  Fifteenth 
Congress,  yet  it  has  not  attempted  to  do  ao  by  the 
23d  or  23d  sections,  which  the  Gorernraent  may 
resort  to  u  a  cumulative  remedy  against  abuses 
of  charter,  or  asaert  tbe  prior  and  unimpaired  pow- 
er of  repeaiiag  the  law.  Ask  me  why  the  32d 
secliofl  vas  inserted  ?  I  answer,  to  prompt  the 
baok  to  an  early  operation.  Ask  me  wnv  the 
23d  section  of  the  scire  facias  was  enacted  ?  I 
answer,  to  enable  the  courts  to  repeal  tbe  char- 
ter. Botfdo  you  ask,  why  then  a  power  to  repeal 
was  not  reserved  to  Congress  7  The  answer  is 
plaio.  It  was  on  necessary  to  give  to  Congreasa 
power  it  already  possessed.  If  this  Congress 
does  not  possess  the  power  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  cannot  derive  it  from  the  gift  or  grant  of 
the  Fourteenth  Coiupress.  The  gentleman  from 
Delawa;^  (Mr.  McLAiifi)  opposes  our  power  to 
repeal  the  act  of  incorporation  by  deductions  from 
the  principles  of  the  common  law,  which  he  al- 
leges are  applicable  in  construing  the  charter. 
Haring  myself  embraced  a  view  of  this  question 
which  places  me  in  opposition  to  that  gentleman, 
it  is  not  my  province  to  warn  him  of  the  strong 
force  he  must  contend  with  here,  in  supporting 
his  negative  proposition  on  common  law  princi- 

Sles  only.  There  are  many  gentlemen  on  the 
oor  who  think  with  my  colleague  (Mr.  John- 
son)  that  there  is  no  common  law  appending  to 
the  Federal  Government,  on  tbe  ground  that  the 
common  law,  being  different  in  different  Statea, 
is  not  sufficiently  uniform  for  adoption  bv  the 
Genera]  Qovernraeo  I,  which,  eitending  itself  over 
all  the  States^  finds  no  common  law  coromensu- 
late  with  its  surface.  Although  I  disapprove  of 
this  doctrine,  I  sbali  not  discuss  it,  as  it  ia  be- 
lieved that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  and 
pyseif  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  the  appli- 

giion  of  the  common  law ;  but  I  cannot  avoid 
e  remark  of  the  peculiar  applicability  of  the 
reasons  for  negativing  the  common  law,  to  the 
interpreution  of  this  charter,  for,  if  the  extension 
of  any  measure  of  ihe  National  Government  into 
several  Slates  aoouls  the  force  of  the  common 
law  u  to  that  measure,  because  the  common  law 
beiog  different  ia  tbe  respective  States,  would  be 
prodoctire  of  conflicting  coastructiona  of  the 
same  poUic  measure,  how  can  the  common  law 
hare  any  application  to  this  charter,  which  is 
made  to  exist  in  every  State  of  the  Union  1  If  this 
l^iOjthegeatleiaaD  will  find  himself  opposed  by  all 
who  deny  the  common  law.  Bat  the  gentleman 
is  incorrect  in  hia  common  law  argument,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  the  support  of  those 
vho  subscribe  to  the  force  of  that  law.  He  ad- 
mits that  every  corporation  must  be  subject  to 
some  vbitatorial  authority,  and  that  Congress  is 
the  visitor  of  this  bank^  as  the  Eling,  through  the 
Kiag's  Bench,  or  Parliament,  ia  of  civil  corpora- 
tiaasio  Bngiaod.  [Mr.  MoLame  explained.  He 
W  argued  that,  if  Congress  had  the  visitatorial 
P<»n«r,  it  wooid  not  foUow  that  it  could  not  de- 


stroy the  corporation,  but  be  had  not  admitted 
that  Congress  had  the  visitatorial  power,  and  be 
doubted  whether  it  could  be  said  to  possess  it.j 
1  had  mistaken  the  gentleman,  continued  Mr.  P., 
and  accepting  his  meaning  as  now  explained,  hia 
error  remains :  he  contended  that  the  visitatorial 
authority  could  only  punish  or  correct  abuses  of 
corporations,  and  could  not  destroy  them  ;  and  in- 
stanced the  Kind's  Bench,  which  was  the  visitor 
of  lay  corporations,  and  yet  could  not  destroy 
them.  The  King's  Bench,  however,  can,  and 
freooently  does,  for  sufficient  cause,  destroy  as 
well  as  correct  the  corporate  bodies.  It  corrects 
by  ifumdamiis,  and  destroys  by  quo  vforranto.  If, 
then,  Conf^ress  has  the  visitatorial  power  over 
the  bank,  it  may,  for  sufficient  cause,  repeal  the 
law  of  incorporation ;  and  that  Congress  is  the 
visitor,  I  am  convinced,  by  considerations  which 
I  bad  the  honor  to  submit  on  Thursday. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  sus- 
tains a  two-fold  capacity  in  its  relations  to  the 
bank  corporations:  first,  the  Government  is  a 
co-partner  in  trade  with  the  other  subscribers, 
and  the  owner  of  70,000  shares  of  the  capital 
stocks  and,  if  it  stood  only  in  the  relation  of  part- 
ner, would  be  legally  as  well  as  morally  sooject 
to  municipal  law  equally  with  the  other  stock- 
holders. But,  secondly,  the  Government,  in  its 
sovereign  capacity,  candot  be  subjected  against 
its  will  to  municipal  law ;  for  municipal  law  ia 
subject  to  it,  and  enacted,  repealed,  or  modified, 
by  it.  The  frequency  of  forensic  debate  on  the 
constitutionality  of  State  laws,  prepares  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  for  the  admission  of  an  erro- 
neous principle  as  regards  this  Government ;  for, 
while  the  Constitution  expressly  prohibits  any 
State  from  the  passage  of  laws  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts,  it  imposes  no  such  inhibi- 
tion on  Congress.  Adam  Smith,  or  some  other 
popular  writer,  informs  us  that  one  of  the  petty 
sovereigns  pf  Italy  entered  a  partnership  with  a 
Jew  to  Keep  a  wine  cellar,  ana  for  a  division  of 
profits,  dtc.  Had  the  sovereign  refused,  on  clos- 
ing the  concern,  to  account  according  to  munici- 
pal law,  all  would  exclaim  at  the  injustice,  bat 
no  one  would  doabt  his  power  or  five  the  Jew  a 
right  to  control  him  by  municipal  force,  which 
would  be  in  that  instance  to  convert  the  Jew  into 
the  sovereign. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  something  oppressive,  some* 
thing  painful,  cruel,  and  almost  horrid,  in  the 
very  iaea  of  a  Government  being  a  partner  ia 
trade,  and  at  tbe  same  time  legally  exempt  from 
the  roles  of  municipal  justice,  wbich  usually  so v- 
ern  such  concerns ;  nor  can  yoa  be  relieved  trom 
this'disagreeable  idea  by  seeking  to  subject  sov- 
ereignty to  the  physical  and  legal  force  of  a  mu- 
nicipal law,  because  it  would  then  cease  to  be 
sovereign*  Even  yet  some  oppressive  wrong 
seema  to  haunt  the  question,  or  the  subject  in 
wbich  tbe  question  originates;  it  ia  the  last.  It 
is  wrong,  radically  wrong  in  the  nature  of  thin^a, 
tbat  Government  should  combine  in  partnerships 
of  trade  with  its  subjects  or  citizens,  inasmuch  aa 
the  relations  of  sucn  concern  are  controlled  by 
laws,  to  which  tbe  sovereign  is  not  subject.  The 
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QoTeroment  is  a  partner  in  trade,  may  look  to 
distant  and  eoormoas  specalations,  and  in  iissor- 
ereign  capacity  enact  laws  to  secare  the  resalt  of 
sacb  views,  and  proving  too  miffhty  for  all  com- 
petitors, and  having  enriched  the  trading  com- 
pany, finds  no  power  on  earth  of  sufficient  abil- 
itv  to  enforce  justice  against  it,  on  a  settlement 
of  the  partnership.  Mjt  views  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  must  not  be  misconstrued.  I  insist  that 
the  legislative  power  may  repeal  as  well  as  make 
all  laws,  including  laws  of  mcorporation.  And 
the  objection  that  such  a  power  is  susceptiUe  of 
abuse  or  perversion  is  untenable,  for  that  would 
operate  to  show  that  there  was  no  le^l,  civil,  or 
political  capacities,  whether  Legislative,  Bzecu- 
tive,  or  Judicial,  as  any  of  them  may  be  perverted. 
But,  having  ae(]uired  or  derived  a  lesal  and  prop- 
er power  or  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter, 
I  then  will  meet  gentlemen  in  a  concurrence, 
that  we  are  bound  by  the  precepts  of  justice  and 
morality  in  the  exercise  or  our  powers  and  juris- 
diction. The  imprudence  of  creating  or  sub- 
scribing to  the  corporation  has  no  weight  with 
me  ;  for.  in  the  exercise  of  our  legitimate  powers, 
we  should  not  by  compulsion,  but  of  choice,  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules  of  justice  as  individ- 
uals. The  bank  charter,  if  a  contract,  was  en- 
tered into  freely  on  the  part  of  Qovernment ;  and 
thereby  imposed  a  moral  obligation,  to  which 
Government  will  adhere,  while  that  obli^pation 
remains.  But,  when  the  conditions  of  the  incor- 
porating law  are  forfeited,  and  its  fundamentals 
violated,  by  the  party  now  demanding  a  per- 
formance, as  has  been  done  with  respect  to  this 
charter,  I  say  the  moral  obligation  has  ceased  to 
exist. 

Glentlemen  speak  of  our  destitution  of  power  to 
repeal  the  act,  alleging  that  it  is  a  contract;  and 
yet  they  are  willing  to  pass  a  law  so  to  modify 
the  charter  as  to  prevent  Aitnre  abuses;  but,  if 
we  ar6  yet  bound  by  it  as  a  contract,  it  cannot  be 
modifiea  by  Congress.  How  can  Congress,  (if 
these  gentlemen  reason  correctly,)  being  bnt  one 
party,  modify  \X%  contract  without  the  consent  of 
the  other  party  ? 

The  eeutlemen  from  Delaware  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Messrs.  McLanb  and  SsROBAirr,)  who 
are  both  opposed  to  the  resolution  before  u^  seem 
to  concur,  and  yet  conflict  most  strangely  with 
regard  to  the  same  source  of  argument.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  in  answer  to  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Ttlsil)  travelled  into  the  history 
of  the  ancient  Bngfish  decisions  concerning  the 
violation  and  forfeiture  of  charters,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  those  decisions  were  made 
in  evil  times,  and  under  the  influence  of  corrupt 
motives.  Tne  gentleman  from  Delaware,  speak- 
ing also  in  opposition  to  our  resolution,  produced 
and  read  a  modern  elementary  law  boox,  which 
he  affirmed  contained  correct  principles^  and  sup- 
ported his  position.  Yet,  sir,  the  doctrine,  with 
regard  to  corporations,  founQ  in  the  modern  book 
of  my  friend  from  Delaware,  and  so  highly  ex- 
tolled by  him,  consists  of  the  same  identical  prin- 
ciples of  the  old  English  decisions,  condemned  as 
wicked  and  corrupt  by  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 


vania. Not  only  so,  but  the  old  reports  whi: 
are  so  corrupt  and  detestable  in  the  eyes  of  r 
opponents,  are  quoted  by  the  modern  writer  wIkk 
they  applaud,  as  the  authority  on  which  be « 
vanees  the  very  doctrine  of  corporations  on  wfak 
they  seem  to  rely. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  qoMes 
number  of  circumstances  in  support  of  his  opu 
ion,  that  the  judrment  of  the  king's  beDcb. : 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  which  virtvoUf  rerckf 
the  charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  city  of  Lot 
don,  was  obtained  by  political  intrigoe,  Mhi  i 
serve  the  King,  who  wanted  money,  uJ  cook 
get  it  for  a  new  city  charter,  in  case  theoliosc 
was  revoked.  I  am  oawillittg  and  vexed  to  &«! 
such  imputations  cast  on  the  ancient  eomnoi 
law  tribunals  of  our  ancestors.  Such  charge u 
not  proved  or  probable.  But  let  the  deetsionui 
the  report  of  the  case,  which  is  nov  in  ^ 
House,  speak  for  themaelves.     The  charter » 

Kowered  the  corporation  of  the  city  only  to  nu! 
y-Iaws,  rules,  Ac.,  for  the  govemment  of  it^ 
its  officers,  and  iu  citizens ;  but  the  corpontiic 
usurped  and  exercised  the  power  of  ioposu 
taxes  on  all  the  subjects  of  England,  sod  lodeH. 
on  aliens,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  voni 
who  should  visit  the  city;  in  truth,  tbecorpofl- 
tion  thereby  usurped  sovereign  autboritf,  cltifr 
ing,  and  actually  enforcing  a  power  which  covu 
only  be  exercised  bv  the  King  and  Parliaoes^ 
Yet  the  gentleman  rrom  Pennsylvania  thiiibt^' 
circumstance  so  trivial  as  to  be  almost  ioDocai 
and  is  so  astonished  at  the  decision  of  its  beiac' 
violation  of  the  charter,  that  he  can  onljaeeou: 
for  it  bv  the  imputation  of  intrigue  and  ^f 
tion  to  the  English  Government  and  judges  ^°f 
gentleman  has  informed  us  that  KiogCbarl»l^ 
wanted  and  received  monef  for  a  new  ebiittf » 
incorporation  of  the  city.  And  did  the  Kinf^ 
ceive  money  for  a  charter?  And  wi»  i^"** 
evidence  of  corruption  ?  Let  the  qaestioo  betf- 
swered.  The  King  received  money  for  teb^'^ 
and  his  conduct  in  this,  it  seems,  we  abomiBv^ 
Now,  sir,  yon  may  define^  turn,  examine, »«''' 
examine  this  money— this  price  of  the  ^^^^ 
as  you  please,  and  you  wilf  find  it  was  noting, 
more  or  less  than  a  domia— the  very  W 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  when  iddr^ 
you  on  Thursday— and  only  differs  from  the  m^ 
the  speculators  of  the  United  States  Bank  08^ 
and  paid  to  this  Government,  in  this,  that  u^ 
Government  agreed  to  receive  a  million  aod 
half  of  dollars  as  the  price  of  its  charter,  vtiei|^ 
the  King  was  more  moderate,  and  ^^^^JLj 
sum  for  his  charter.  Then,  the  merit  or  defl)^ 
of  selling  chartered  privileges,  exists  not  loj 
thing  itself,  but  in  the  personages  coDee|V^ 
thus,  it  was  honorable  in  this  Govern  men  1 1<>^ 
ceive  a  bonus  for  a  charter,  bnt  abominable  m 
English  Government  to  do  so.  j^ 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  '^^*f^^ 
no  offence  of  the  board  of  directors,  in  the  d|^ 
a^ement  of  the  bank,  can  be  i^V^^^^\^ 
tion  of  charter,  inasmuch  as  the  directors  ■''^ 
the  corporation,  for  the  ^subscribers  '^^^^v/^ 
poration,  and  that  the  offence  mast  be  bf 
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Bai  bow  is  this  ?  The  board  of  directors  are  the 
authorized  agents  and  representatives  of  thesub- 
scribersj  and  the  sahseribers,  like  all  other  men, 
are  acconntaUe,  not  only  for  their  own  condnct, 
but  for  the  acts  of  their  agents ;  hence,  by  the 
gentleman's  own  principles,  the  board  may  rio* 
late  the  charter.  The  board  of  directors  has  the 
sole  and. exelmire  control  of  the  corporation  and 
all  its  eoocems,  and  if  the  corporation  is  not  ac- 
coootsble  for  their  actions,  there  can  be  no  snch 
thiQ|  as  a  violation  of  charter ;  the  constitution 
itsei/  coaid  in  no  shape  be  reached,  and  woald 
cooseqaently  be  superior  to  ail  law,  and  not  sub« 
ject  to  the  Government  of  the  country.  Is  it 
possible  that  the  fabscribers  must  receive  all  the 
advaatages  of  the  management  of  the  board,  and 
abide  by  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  that  man- 
agement? 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  appre- 
hends that  a  dissolution  of  the  bank  will  involve 
the  Treasury  in  embarrassments.  I  acknowledge 
the  Treasury  has  found  its  operations  in  some 
measure  facilitated  by  the  bank;  but  these  aids 
are  not  of  magnitude,  and  eoold  be  obtained  from 
other  sources— for  instance,  extend  to  the  receir- 
log  banks  of  the  States,  (and  some  of  them  are 
certainly  solvent.)  the  advantages  that  have  been 
afforded  to  the  United  States  Bank,  by  leaving 
the  public  moDeys  in  their  vaults,  as  a  capiui  to 
deal  with,  until  wanted  by  the  Treasury,  which 
would  aflbrd  a  continual  cleposite,  and  would  be 
what  is  aflbrded  to  this  bank,  and  those  banks 
would  doubtless  agree  to  pay  the  moneys  in  any 
part  of  the  country;  and,  as  the  receiving  banks 
would  be  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union,  it 
would  not  be  always  necessary  for  each  of  them 
to  pay  money  at  the  most  remote  points.  Besides 
this  advantage  to  the  National  Bank,  Government 
pays  it  annually  $350,000,  the  interest  on  the 
$7,000,000  subscribed  to  it.  But  this  $350,000 
per  aooum,  or  part  of  it,  is  expected  to  be  refund- 
ed in  the  shape  of  the  Government  Bank  divi- 
dends; and  this  Government,  discarding  its  own 
dignity  and  old-fashioned  simplicity,  enters  the 
coonting-hoase,  and  becomes  a  partner  with  a 
eompaoy  of  money  changers  and  speculators,  to 
save  a  penoy  to  omiet  against  the  small  wastage 
of  transiniiiing  moneys  from  place  to  plaee  within 
its  own  limits.  Gkntlemen  treat  this  important 
subject  as  an  affair  merely  between  the  stock- 
holders and  the  Treasury,  and  as  if  the  pnblie 
were  not  to  complain  whilst  these  other  two  par- 
ties were  content.  It  should,  however,  be  re- 
membered that  Congress,  having  acknowledged 
its  own  right  to  ([rant  bank  charters  for  the  public 
good,  granted  this  charter  to  a  few  individuals, 
with  many  exclusive  privileges,  and  tied  its  own 
bands  from  granting,  or  shut  the  people's  mouths 
from  asking  any  other  charter  for  twenty  years, 
on  the  ground  that  this  exclusive  charter  wouia 
enable  iu  possessors  to  afford  the  country,  as  well 
u  the  Treasury,  facilities  and  comforts  to  which 
tbey  had  before  been  strangers.  And  now,  when 
^  people  find  themselves  disappointed,  and  in- 
qoiie  of  their  Representitives  for  the  recompense 
^^^1  were  to  receive  for  the  grmnt  of  these  ex* 


elusive  privileges,  at  the  expense  of  their  com- 
mon rights,  they  are  to  be  informed  that  their 
importunities  are  idle ;  that  they  have  no  concern 
with  the  subject,  and  that  none  are  to  inquire  of 
it  but  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  stock- 
holders, bank  directors,  brokers,  dbc. 

Mr.  BARnouB,  of  Virginia,  succinctly  stated  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the 
resolution  to  repeal  the  charter. 

Mr.  Storbs,  of  New  York,  briefly  replied  to 
Mr.  Barbour;  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
increase  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Patuxent,  in  Rhode  Island,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PoiNDSXTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  wnich  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to  designate  the 
boundaries  of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices 
for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore 
offered  for  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana^'' reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  affreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bin  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  roiNDfiXTER,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  location  of  cer- 
tain sections  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  State  of  Indiana."  reported 
the  same  without  amendment;  and  tne  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 
'  Mr.  Plbabantb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflhirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  live-oak  timber  for  naval  purposes,'' re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  live-oak  timber  for  buiidibg  small  ves- 
seb  of  war. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  w 
committed  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  cer- 
tain wines,  and  to  declare  free  of  duty  books 
printed  in  foreign  languages,  were  discharged, 
and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbimblb,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  this  Honse,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, any  information  which  may  be  in  his  pow- 
er, touching  the  causes  of  the  imprisonment  of 
-— ^  White,  an  American  citizen,  at  Buenos 
Ayres. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  foilo^ins;  titles, 
to  wit:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Purkill; 
An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the 
27th  day  of  February,  1813,  entitled  "^An  act 
in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Elstablishment;"  and,  An  act  respecting  the  trans- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  for  sale  ei  to  be  held 


I40S 


HI8T0BY  OF  OON0RBS8. 


14(K 


H.  OP  R. 


BaaOc  of  the  Untied  atata. 


FBBBOAftTi  1819 


to  labor,  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred ; 
the  first,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  sec- 
ond, to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads ;  and  the  third,  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Jadiciarjr. 

An  enjmssed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  M.  Brook  and  Bdmnnd  P.  Ken- 
nedy,'' was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  thej  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sop- 
port  of  Government  for  the  year  ISIV  with 
amendments.  Tbev  have  also  passed  bills  and  a 
resolution  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  An  act 
providing  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department;  An  act  in  addition  to  ''An  act 
concernmg  tonnage  and  discriminating  duties  in 
certain  cases ;''  An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of 
piracy;  and,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  employ  an  artist  to 
ascertain  the  latitude  of  96  degrees  90  minutes 
north,  on  the  west  bank  of  Tennessee  river;  in 
which  amendments,  bills  and  resolution,  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

LONGITUDE  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  November  last,  the  me- 
morial of  William  Lambert,  made  a  report,  ac* 
companied  with  a  ioinc  resolution  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  cause  astro- 
nomical observations  to  be  made^  to  ascertain  the 
longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, from  some  known  meridian  in  Europe: 
which  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow* 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  sublect  of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United 
States  was  presented  by  the  memorialist  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  in  the  month  of  Beoemberi 
1809»  on  which  a  select  committee  of  this  House  made 
a  report  on  the  28th  of  March,  1810.  The  memo- 
rial and  other  papers  relating  to  it  were  afterwards 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  also  reported 
&Torably  thereon,  but  no  decision  of  Congress  had 

Jet  been  had.  In  die  present  case,  the  committee 
ave  attentively  examined  the  subject ;  and,  to  en- 
able them  more  Inllj  to  satisi^  themselves  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  calcnlations,  they  have  made  appU- 
eadon  to,  and  reeeiTed  the  opinions  in  writing  o^ 
scientific  fsntlemeo,  in  difierent  parte  of  the  United 
States,  which  aceorapany  this  report.  It  msls  with 
Congress  to  determine  on  the  utility  of  establishing  a 
first  meridian,  in  confiumity  to  the  pmetice  of  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe^  which 
appear  to  have  considered  the  object  of  sufficient 
importance  not  onlj  to  authorise  observatories  to  be 
erected,  and  famished  with  suitable  instruments  and 
other  apparatus,  at  the  Seats  of  GoTsmment,  or  some 
other  oouTenient  places  within  their  respective  domin- 
ions, bat  as  an  appendage  of  soTsreignty,  which  th^ 
are  not  disposed  to  relinquish. 

The  committee  believe  that  if  a  general  meridian 
could  be  fixed,  by  the  consent  of  all  Powers  materiallj 
interested  in  the  pursnits  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
it  would  be  attended  with  advantages  whidi  the 
establiahmeat  of  many  meiidiaas  wonld  not  affini* 


But  tfaie  derirable  coincidence  in  opinios  sAd  piadb 
IS  not  vrithin  omr  control,  and  piohoU|f  nerer  wi 
take  plaea* 

Tour  committee  are  therefiwe  of  opinkiB  that  it  wmU 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  aeience  and  mntf 
tofixafiiatmetidianlbrdieUnilsd  StOw 
within  their  territories;  and  as  the  Capitol 
naBy  contemplated  by  the  plaa  of  thm  City  of  Wi^ 
ington  lor  that  purpose^  it  may  be  pro^sr  to  aekd  a 
or  some  convenient  place  in  its  ricinitj. 

The  committee  will  not  take  upon  fhesasflws  to 
recommend  that  an  obaenratory  be  erectod,  tet  th^ 
deem  it  adrisable  to  comply  so  &r  with  the  n^pmt  d 
the  memorialist  as  to  sobmit  to  the  Hohoo  the  feOev- 
ing  resolution : 

'  Rttohedj  by  the  Senate  and  Bo%9€  of  Xq^nmd§' 
tweg  of  tke  United  Statee  of  America  m  Co^na 
a»$emil^  That  the  President  of  the  Uaitod  Staiohf 
requested  to  cause  such  number  oi  aatroaooBieal  ebio> 
vations  to  be  made,  by  m^hods  wfaieh  aaay  ia  Ui 
judgment  be  beat  adapted  to  insure  a  cosioct  detni- 
nation  of  the  loogitade  of  the  Capital,  in  the  Ciijd 
WasUngtoiit  fiom  Gieenwieh  or  momm  other  kam 
meridian  in  Earope ;  and  that  the  data,  with  aeeanii 
calealataons,  or  statements  fouadsd  thaaoooi,  hs  hii 
befiMTs  Congress  at  tlieir  next 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEd. 

The  House  having  again  rusol  ved  Imdf  into  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  anhjeet  of  tk 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutee— 

Mr.  SrsRoaa  roee  and  apoke  more  than  Urn 
hours  in  defence  of  the  report  of  the  Sank  Cob- 
mitlee. 

Mr.  Walkbu,  of    Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Chairman,  like  my  iriead 
from  Virginia,  last  up  upon  this  question,  I  ma^ 
want  to  give  briefly  my  reasons  for  ny  vote.  I 
have  heard  much  said  about  the  correct  isi 
incorrect  management  of*  the  bank,  and  of  the 
expediency  and  inexpediency  oC  its  measoia; 
but,  sir,  upon  all  occasions  of  this  nature  af 
inquiries  are  direeted    to  the  cooatitatiooalitf 
or  uneonatitotionality  of  the  institution— of  in 
moral  or  immoral  tendencr.    And,  sir,  I  do  dusk 
that  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Uaiic^ 
States  Bank  deserve  ny  thanks,  not  for  that 
correct  management  of  the  public  funds;  no,  sir. 
but  for  their  prompt  and  decisive  manner  of  gi^ 
ing  to  their  coantry,  at  one  view,  almost  thee 
tether^s  length  of  venality  and  eorroptioa,  u 
which  their  measures  most  inevitably  tend,  vd 
therelky  enabling  me  decisively  to  detemnine  tm 
side  I  ooffht  to  take  upon  the  question  dow  b^ 
fore  us.    I  can  no  longer  doubt  that  the  Usitti 
States  Bank  is  an  engine  of  favoritism^-of  stock- 
Johbtng— of  creatine   and  attaching  additioasl 
fconsequenoe  to  cash,  already  too  powerfuK-of 
-depressing  merit,  and  giving  to  money  virtm^ 
true  reward ;  and,  what  I  hate,  if  possible,  woise 
than  that,  of  coupling  the  destiny  of  this  iaxi 
Republic  to  a  detested  monarchy*— 4>f  binding  ia 
adamantine  chains  the  blessed,  innocent  lamtK^ 
America  to  accursed,  corrupt  European  tigers 
Yes.  sir,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  tke  United  States  ha^e  convinced  me  that  d 
banking  systems  have  a  direct  tendency  to  de 
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press  the  iadigeo(  aod  neeessitoai,  aod  add  to 
weihb  •ffloeDce-*to  aflaenee,  power  and  domi- 
aatioQ ;  and  this  tendency,  being  in  direct  hos- 
tility to  the  prineiples  of  equality,  and  in  sapport 
of  those  principles  we  know  that  the  hiand  bosom 
of  the  land  of  our  Others  has  been  bathed  in  our 
fathers'  biood.  Ton  know,  sir,  that  oar  fathers— 
nay,  some  of  as,  have  fought  and  bled  to  make 
our  co«D(rf  free,  and  permanently  establish  the 
priociples  of  impartial  equality.  With  this  Tiew 
of  (be  subject  how  can  1  hesitate  ? 

Mocb,  to  be  sure,  has  been  said  about  com- 
merce. Is  commerce  to  be  seriously  affected  by 
t  refocstion  of  the  charter  1  If  so,  I  am  sorry 
for  it.  Fair  and  honorable  commerce  is  aseful 
to  the  oatioo.  But,  sir,  shall  we  refrain  from  the 
cartailment  of  a  commerce  which  is  well  known 
to  press  hard  noon  the  sacred  plant  of  liberty  ? 
What  said  our  fathers,  in  our  Rerolutioiiaty.  war, 
of  the  compamtive  Talue  of  wealth  to  equality? 
I  remember  lo  hare  heard  the  fathers  of  three 
booorable  Yirsinia  gentlemen,  now  of  this  House, 
when  advised  by  what  is  called  a  pradent,  eau- 
tioQs,  mercantile  man,  not  to  lavish  their  ample 
fortunes  on  the  American  contest,  anhesitatinglT 
reply:  If  the  expenditure  of  all  my  fortnne  will 
be  instrumental  to  the  liberty  of  my  conntry, 
thaokfolly  shall  it  go,  and  then  I  shall  leave  my 
children  an  inheritance  more  truly  valuable  than 
all  the  wealth  of  Chili,  Mexico,  and  Peru ;  and 
such  were  the  sentiments  of  the  patrioU  of  that 
day.  Oh,  Nelson  I*  never  will  this  poor  old  sol- 
dier forget  thy  benevolence:  that  very  coat  thy 
patriotic  charity  bestowed,  he  bad  on  his  knao- 
lack-galled  back  when  the  good  Marqob  de  Lafa- 
yette t  thus  accosted  him :  '*  My  little  soldier,  had 
Iou  ever  the  small  pox r'  He  said,  "No."  The 
[arquis  said,  *' You  are  then  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose I  wanted  you  for."  Thesoldier  replied,  **  The 
small-pox  cannot  hurt  me  when  executing  the 
orders  of  my  OeneraL"  I  will  not  tell  what  the 
Marquis  said  upon  that  occasion ;  bat  I  will  most 
positively  assert  that  I  would  not  take  (old  as  I 
am,  and  as  many  children  as  I  have)  one  hun- 
dred shares  in  the  United  States  Bank  for  it.  I 
hope  this  honorable  Committee  will  not  take  my 
meotion  of  this  little  notatter  as  an  evidence  of 
my  vanity;  for  I  really  intended  it  as  an  apology 
to  the  cool,  dispaasionate,  calculating  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  tke  question,  for  my  unwil- 
lingoess  to  exchange  the  sentiments  of  Henry 
for  the  feelings  of  Hook,t  or  eten  Jamy  Cowan. 

*  General  Thomas  Nelson,  of  Yorktown,  Virginia, 
iseniiced  s  lsig«  fortune  in  famishing  soldiers  with 
egmpments  neceasary  for  their  active  service. 

tThe  Marqnis  de  Lafayette,  when  following  the 
British  army  nom  Richibond,  Virginia,  to  York,  eu' 
etnped  some  days  in  Massay's  old  field,  with  ezpee- 
tstioQ  thai  the  enemy  might  give  him  .battle.  He 
tbtro  reqassled  General  Robert  Lawsoa  to  send  him 
la  officer  to  exeente  a  secret  order.  Upon  that  ooca- 
■OB  the  ooBvetaation  passed  between  the  young  sol- 
diw  and  his  Oeneral.  The  smaU*pox  was  in  Richmend. 

\  See  Wirt's  Ufa  of  Patrick  Henry.  Hook,  a  toiy, 
^|ht  suit  against  Venable^  for  impreasing  beet 
Coata  his  attorney ;  Henry  for  defondant 


I  never  shall  forget  the  feelings  I  had  when 
a  poor,  unprotected  orphan  boy ;  and,  therefore^ 
hope  the  Tote  that  we  may  give  upon  this  occa* 
sion  may  keep  the  patriot  soldier's  son  from  wish- 
ing his  gallant  father  had  been  a  tap«-seller.  or  a 
stock-jobber,  instead  of  a  meritorious  sudier. 
We  cannot  stop  this  overwhelming  influence  of 
money.  Captain  Henry,  who  ^ot  $50,000  for 
betraying  his  master's  secrets,  will  stand  as  high 
in  public  estimation  as  Thomas  Nelson,  or  old 
Benjamin  Harrison,  *  who  spent,  each  of  tnem,  at 
least  ^(50,000  in  their  country's  cause,  without  a 
hope  of  remuneration. 

I  will  now  sav  a  little  to  my  Virginia  frieada 
aboot  State  rignts.  It  was  but  the  other  dar 
that  the  whole  country,  from  the  extreme  sooth 
line  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Ohio  river,  down 
that  river  to  its  mouth,  up  the  Mississippi  to  its 
head,  and  all  the  country  south  and  west  of  those 
boundaries,  was  in  a  blaze,  about  the  destinr  of 
negroes  that  may  be  hereafter  born.  And  wnji 
Because  the  Sooth  and  West  members  thooffht, 
and  I  think  rightfully,  too— indeed  I  know  it— 
that  the  Eastand  North  members  were  infringing 
on  their  State  rights,  and  wished  to  legislate  opoo 
property  exclusively  beloaging  to  the  Sooth  and 
West.  Where  is  now  fled  our  flaming  zeal  for  sa- 
cred State  rights?  It  cannot  besmothered  in  bank 


paper.    Here  is  a  proper  occasion  to  bring  it 
forth.    What  are  we  about  to  do  this  day  1   Can 
we  say  our  State  rights  are  not  endangered  by  ' 
the  United  States  Bank?    Have  we  not  j^t  rea- 
sons to  beliere,  from  the  known  complexion  of  a\ 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  that  that  court  will  determine 
that  the  United  States  Bank  have  a  right  to  ex-  . 
tend  her  branches  o^er  eyery  individual  State  in  , 
the  Union,  and  that  the  States  have  no  right  to  ' 
prune  them  ?    This  fact  I  do  know,  that,  if  an 
unwelcome  guest  was  palmed  upon  me,  I  should 
think  my  individual  righu  a  little  trespassed 
upon  if  I  could  not  at  least  charge  him  ror  hia 
accommodation.    When  we  were  borrowing  mo- 
ney from  old  England  to  put  our  mammoth  bank 
In  motion,  strange  to  me  that  we  did  not  think  of 
the  condition  of  the  thousands  of  poor,  miserable 
British  slaves,  who,  long  before  this,  woqld  bara 
broke  their  chains  had  they  not  have  been  riveted 
by  the  baneful  influence  of  the  banks,    I  wished 
to  have  said  more  upon  this  snhject;  but,  know 
ing  that  in  historical  and  bank  knowledge  I  am  far 
beneath  those  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before 
me,  or  may  follow  after,  I  shall  suhmissirely 
decline  all  further  observations. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
ofiered  by  Mr.  Johnboh,  of  Virginia,  as  follows: 

^Besohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
«An  act  to  incorporate  the  sabocribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States/  passed  AprU  10, 1816.'' 

And  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  23. 

After  the  proposition  to  repeal  the  charter  had 


*  Governor 
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passed  ID  the  nentire,  the  Chair  anoooDced  the 
ectrtfaciae  as  the  next  subject  in  order  before 
the  CTommittee. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  had  only  risen  to  ask 
the  qaestion  to  be  taken.  As  he  had  offered  this 
resolution  directing  a  sctre  faeiae  to  i^sue,  it  was, 
perhaps,  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  to  ex- 
plain  his  Tiews  and  discuss  the  whole  subject  at 
large.  He  was  prepared,  he  said,  to  do  so,  but 
at  this  late  day  of  the  session,  and  late  hour  of 
the  day,  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  him  to  in- 
trude himself  upon  their  patience ;  more  especial- 
ly, too,  when  it  is  manifest  that  the  House  is 
anxious  to  get  forward,  and  despatch  business  in 
relaiion  to  public  service  which  could  not  be  pre* 
termitted. 

This,  he  said,  was  the  first  time  it  had  become 
his  duty  to  vote  upon  the  baokinff  power,  and,  as 
the  constitutional  question  is  involTed  in  the  prop- 
ositions, he  ought,  in  justice  to  himself,  state  dis- 
tinctly the  opinion  which  would  govern  his  TOtCi 
and  for  that  purpose  only,  he  would  crave  from 
the  Committee  a  momentary  indulgence. 

He  had  just  voted,  be  said,  to  repeal  the  char- 
ter, because  it  was  his  fixed  and  settled  opinion 
that  there  was  no  power  in  the  Constitution  un- 
der which  Congress  could  create  the  corporation, 
The  distinction  between  express  and  implied 
powers  was  well  understood,  and  the  principles 
used  as  auxiliaries  to  assist  in  expounding  the 
instrument  had  been  agreed  on  all  sides.  He  had 
searched,  he  said,  in  vain  for  an  express  banking 

Swer  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  not  to  be  found, 
any  explorers  had  preceded  him  in  quest  of  that 
power.but  no  one  had  returned  with  the  discov- 
ery. The  express  powers  are  well  defined,  and 
yet,  doubts  had  arisen  as  to  the  extent  of  some 
of  them.  For  instance,  it  is  declared  in  the  Con- 
stitution that  '^Congress  shall  have  power  to  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads,''  and  yet  it  is 
contended  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  con- 
stnict  a  posi  road.  Now,  if  it  was  in  like  man- 
ner declared  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
establish  banks  and  banking  houses,  no  one  would 
be  hardy  enough  to  contest  the  existence  of  the 
banking  power ;  and  conversely,  if  doubts  may 
fairly  arise  upon  the  post  road  power,  under  the 
clause  recited,  the  same  principles  and  course  of 
reasoning  which  start  the  doubt  will  lead  to  the 
inevitable  conclusion  that  the  banking  power  does 
not  exist.  In  his  opinion,  the  power  to  construct 
post  roads  was  clearly  and  exprepsly  given,  and 
It  was  equally  dear  to  him  that  the  banking 
power  is  not  expressly  granted.  Was  it  to  be 
found  among  the  implied  powers— -that  is  to  say, 
implied  powers,  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
express  powers  into  full  eflieet  and  operation?  He 
bad  pondered,  be  said,  upon  this  subject  not  a  little. 
He  had  attempted  again  and  again  to  locate  this, 
implied  banking  power  upon  some  one  of  the 
express  powers;  he  had  put  in  requisition  all  the 
auxiliary  principles  usuallv  employed  in  expound- 
ing the  Constitution,  and  had  passed  a  strict  and 
rigid  inquest  upon  all  its  sections,  and  had  been 
totally  unable  to  find  any  section,  clause,  or  article, 
upon  which  he  could  anchor  this  banking  power. 


He  had  finally  eoncloded  that  it  wu  oot  to  k 
found  in  the  family  of  implied  powers,  sod  aQik 
that  conclusion  he  had  just  voted  toreToi;etk 
charter,  and  would  now  vote  for  the  resohtioB » 
order  a  eeirt  faciae.  Laboring,  as  be  did,  Qods 
those  convictions,  it  was  impossible  for  him  ti 
vote  in  favor  of  the  bank;  and  therefore, it wa 
unnecessary  for  him  to  make  up  or  cxpr^  JJ 
opinion  upon  the  questions  of  forfeitvre.  He  ba 
no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  repolu 
unconstitutional  law,  and  he  believed  tiiB  to  te 
such  a  law.  The  object  he  had  in  rieiryoBM 
be  attained  if  the  Supreme  Court  shooM  decree 
a  forfeiture  and  dissolve  the  corpoiatioB. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  ^eljTj'^Tj; 
mittee  one  moment  to  hear  remarks  from  ™ 
upon  the  various  points  which  had  been  dewWj 
The  States,  the  Union  itself,  might  be  consid^ 
a  corporation,  and  it  is  manifest  that  tb<  ?» 
interesto  of  the  commnntiy  are  P»««J»"°/,  t; 
banking  interests.  Banks  are  a  kind  of  liw- 
saving  machines  thai  should  oease  to  eiisi  » 
moment  they  cease  to  be  useful.  Hovtirw 
United  States  Bank  has  performed  the  tjf^ 
jectt  and  purposes  which  have  beea  sssifo«« » 
It,  is  known  to  all  of  as ;  how  far  it  ^"  **  " 
to  perform  them  in  future,  time  will  detwffl'"^ 
If  It  shall  fail  in  atuining  its  objee^»dJD» 

failure  shall  be  tiaoed  to  the  m>*m^*r^  i« 
the  directors,  there  wiU  aiwayr exist  a  d!spiw»^^ 

to  correct  abases  and  restore  confideoee;  d 
the  bank  itself  has  been  incuraUy  <:"??  „,^ 
maimed,  the  M>oner  it  is  voted  out  of  tkecoo  . 
the  better.    It  was  created  to  assist  the  ^^ 
erations  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  restore  sr 
payments.    The  gentleman  from  Sooth  ^A^ 
says  that  it  has  effected  these  objects— toa  ^ 
bos.    But  it  is  under  an  engagement  wit 
public  to  continne  those  services  ^otheeotf 
charter;  and  a  promise  bad  been  9'^^  .^o; 
would  equalize  exchange  and  check  the  laso 
local  paper.   Can  it  do  this?   Hasit  ^taio«^^ 
ability  to  meet  the  public  expecution  1   ^\\^  a 
no^  will  its  disability  originate  in  '^^^f,^ 
the  second  instalment?   Will  it  langoisb  for T^ 
as  the  Bank  of  Kngland  did,  because  it  pr^ 
mitted  the  specie  payment  of  the  second  q 
of  stock?    Is  it  a  salvo  for  aU  the  evib  oi  ^ 
cessive  banking,  or  will  it  only  protract  the  cn^ 
to  make  the  agony  more  painful?    "^^^j^d 
questions  cast  up  for  discussion,  and  *u^^i  j| 
other,  embracing  a  variety  of  facts  and  etici- 
tions,  and  opening  a  wide  field  of^ioqutry* 
had  found  a  favorable  moment  to  claim  the 


P 


he  would  have  made  an  effort  to  present 


thes«' 


ject  in  new  aspects  and  relations.  He  ^ooi^  ^ 
felt  some  pleasure  in  doin^^  sOj  but  ^\^^  Qa^ 
forfeit  his  claims  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
mittee  by  surprising  them  into  a  renewal  o 
debate ;  and,  therefore,  would  only  i^u^  L, 
conviction  that,  unless  the  directors  of  th*. ^ 
shall  make  a  radical  cbauffe  in  the  ^^^^^^^ 
tion  of  its  concerns,  we  shall  meet  bere  o^^^*^ 
sion  under  a  derangement  and  depreciation 

S per  currency  heretofore  unknown  in  th"  *!  j: 
e  hoped  he  might  be  mistaken,  but  his  ^ 
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tioD  was  founded  oo  facta^  and  the  results  of  long 
experience. 

The  question  wis  tbeo  put  oo  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Trimble,  to  issue  a  tcire  Judas, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  S8. 

The  resolntioBs  offered  by  Mr.  Spbnccr,  and 
also  referred  to  this  Committee,  were  withdrawn 
by  him ;  asd 

The  Committee  took  up  the  bill  reported  by 
the  bank  committee,  to  eniorce  the  act  of  incor- 
poration by  prohibiting  the  pretended  distribu- 
tion of  shares  for  the  purposes  of  undue  influence 
in  the  elections  of  directors, 

Mr,  SpEifcsR  proposed  various  amendments, 
intended  to  render  the  provisions  of  the  bill  more 
effectnal;  all  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr. Basbett  then  moved  two  amendments; 
the  first,  substantially,  to  compel  the  bank  to  re- 
deem all  its  notes  with  specie,  at  whatever  branch 
they  might  be  presentea  for  payment.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  second  amendment  was  to  prohibit 
any  director  of  the  bank,  while  acting  as  such, 
from  dealing  in  the  stock  of  the  bank.  Both 
prepositions  were  negatived  by  very  laree  ma- 
jorities ;  and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  then 
rose,  and  reported  their  proceed! oga  to  the  House ; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thubsdat,  February  25. 

Mr.  PoiNDEZTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  jSeoate,  entitled  ''An  act  making  further  pro- 
Tisions  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  and  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  aischarged  from  the  further  considera- 
{ion  of  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  other  sub- 
jects to  them  referred  at  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  acted,  and  that  the  same  be 
laid  on  the  Uble. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  22d  instant, 
rqniring  information  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  part  of  the  balances  from  the  State  banks, 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  under  the 
second  article  of  the  compact  between  them,  for 
which  balances  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  to  recdve  interest,  were  retained  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  as  special  depoisites } 
which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  also  laid  before  the  House  an- 
other letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  another  resolution  of  the  22d  instant, 
ftqniring  information  whether  any,  and.  if  any, 
what  part  of  the  balances  transferred  from  the 
Treasury,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  tin- 
ker the  second  proposition  of  its  agreement  with 
(be  receiving  banks,  of  the  31st  of  January,  181*21 
were  drawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes, 
by  2ny  department  of  Gbvernment,  between  the 
3Ut  January  and  1st  July,  1817,  exclusive  of  the 
saos  required  by  the  Treasury,  under  the  excep- 
tion eontained  in  the  second  proposition ;  which 
15th  CoH.  ftd  Sbss.— 45 


letter  was  read,  and  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^<An  act  to 
repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  oo  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1813,  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rbba,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claime,  to  which  were  refer- 
red bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward, 
and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased, 
reported  ttie  said  bills  without  amendment,  and 
they  were  respectively  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
I  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  tor  the  year- 
1819,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  An  act  providing  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department ;  An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  "An  act  concerning  tonnage  and  dis- 
criminating duties  in  certain  cases ;''  An  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  fj 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and,  An  act  to  con- l 
tinue  in  force  for  a  further  term  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishing  trading-hou&es  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  seve- 
rally read  twice,  and  referred ;  the  first  and  sec- 
ond, to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  the 
third,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and 
the  fourth,  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  "requesting 
the  President  to  employ  an  artist  to  ascertain  the 
latitude  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north,  on  the 
west  bank  *of  the  Tennessee  river,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
designate  the  boundaries  of  districts  and  establish 
land  officer  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands^ 
not  heretofore  ojQTered  for  sale,  in  the  States  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended ;  and  being  on  its  passage,  Mr.  Strothbr 
moved  that  the  said  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table; 
which  motion  was  rejected;  and  the  question 
being  taken.  Shall  the  said  bill  pass?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative.* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  re- 
specting the  location  of  certain  lands  to  be  granted 
for  the  seat  of  government  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana," was  also  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  "Resolution  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  astronomical 
observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  longi- 
tude of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
from  some  known  meridian  in  fiiurope,"  was  react 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  diminish  the  duty  on  certain  winee, 
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aad  to  deelare  free  of  duty  books  printed  in  for- 
eign JanguageB,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  on  the  ball 
making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Buildings. 
Various  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill ;  and 
it  was  finaiif  reported  to  the  House,  filled  up  as 
follows : 

For  erecting  the  eentre  bnilding  of  the  Ctpitri, 
9196,644. 

For  finishing  the  gates,  the  iron  railing,  and  the 
enclosure  north  of  the  President's  House,  f5,S44. 

For  enlarging  the  offices  west  of  the  President's 
House,  $8,197. 

For  purchasing  a  lot  of  land,  and  lor  oonstrncthig 
pipes,  lor  supplying  the  EzecntiTo  Oflioes  and  Pres- 
ident's House  with  water,  (SilSS. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  H. 
•Languille ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H. 
Goerlain ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslande ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mc- 
Neil ;  an  act  for  ihe  relief  of  Eli  Harl ;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  Nathan  G.  Birdseye  and  Daniel 
Booth ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguei ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dozet  and  Antoine 
Boorgood;  and  an  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  the  registers  and 
receirersof  public  moneTx  in  the  land  oflices; 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE& 

The  House  took  op  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  made  yesterday,  on  several 
subjects  referred  to  it  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  when, 

Mr.  Spencer  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the 
said  report  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  {oncur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree* 
meat  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Jobn- 
BOM,  of  Virginia,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

**  JUaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndieiaiy 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
'An  set  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,'  spproved  April  10, 1816." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  12l|  nays 
30,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Anderson  of  Ken* 
tucky,  Bsteman,  Bsyley,  Beecher,  Bennett*  Bloomfieldv 
Boss,  Bryao,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Clsgett, 
Cobbj  Colston,  Comstock,  Crafts,  Croger,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Davidson,  Earle,  Errin  of  8.  C,  Fisher, 
Folger,  Fuller,  Gsgs^  Gilbert,  Hsle,  He^imer,  Hitch* 
cock,  Holmei,  Hopkinson,  Hnbbaid,  Hunter,  Hunt- 
ington, Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtlsnd,  Lawyer,  Lewis,  Linn, 
Little,  LiTermore,  Lowndes,  McLsne  of  DeUwsre, 
W.  Maclsy,  W.  P.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mason  of  Mssss- 
chusetts,  Msson  of  Rhode  Island,  Mercer,  Middleton, 
Mills,  Ssmuel  Moore,  Morton,  Moselcnr,'  Murray,  J. 
Nelion,  H.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Parrott, 
Pawling,  teeter,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poindezter,  Porter, 


i^ariesb  Reed  of  Manrland,  Reed  of  Ovorg^  Ihs. 
Kkae,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Bogera,  Rnggk 
Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyvr,  Scndder,  Saigtiaat,  Ssnk 
Shaw,  Sherwood,  Sikbee,  Simkine,  Sloeimib,  S.8^i 
B.  Smith,  Aleounder  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smitl^  Soathsi 
Speod,  Spanerr,  Slorrs,  StrsCher,  Stoart  of  Ms^rhsc 
TaJlsDadge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Temll,  Teeiy,  ToaipkiB 
Townsend,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  T^lai,  Upba. 
Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wemdovar,  Wbite- 
side.  Whitman,  Wilkin,  Williams  of  CosuMstieat,  Wi 
liams  of  North  Caralina,  and  Wilson  af  Paaasylfisa 
Nats— Messra.  Allen  of  Mssaschuaetts,  Aosiii. 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Yirginia,  Ba«W  ef  OiiM. 
Baasett,  Blount,  Boden,  Burwell,  Deaha»  Gsibsb,  flsJl 
ofN.  CI,  Barrison,  BendridEs.  Beiricfc,  Hcigg^BStsutr, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  McLmu  of  DltiMMib  Msir^ssJ. 
Robert  Moore,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Pattamon,  Pegom*  Fa* 
dall,  Seybert,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Kentucky,  and  W&> 
Kanis,  of  New  York. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  nlao,  to  coscsr 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  their  dii- 
agreement  to  the  resolution  anbmiUed  by  Mr 
XfiiMBLB,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

"  ffiTif/rrrf,  Hi\c  fTrnirfr  anif  ffimsri/  ffnursiafi 
ti9e§  of  ike  fMiied  SiiOet  of  Ameruu  im  Cm^m 
auemSU,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Viad 
States,  in  conjunction  with  the  District  Atteawy  a 
ihe  State  of  PennsyWania,  shall  immediatefy  caa«  i 
scire  fada$  to  be  issued,  according  to  the  xid  eeettfi 
of  the  <Act  to  incoiporate  the  eobscribam  to  the  Bask 
of  the  United  Ststea ;'  calling  on  the  oorpocalaoa  ca- 
ated  by  the  said  act  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  chsitK 
thereby  granted  ahall  not  be  declared  fozlcitcd ;  ul 
that  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  eaid  oAcofa  to  csaa 
such  proceedings  to  be  had  in  the  premiaas  aa  nhall  h 
neoessaiy  to  obtain  a  final  judgment  theroMi ;  6r  the 
expenses  of  which  Congress  will  hereafter  proride.* 

And  passed  in  the  affirmatire — yeaa  1 16.  nan 
39,  as  follows: 

TaAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Andcnoai' 
PennsjWania,  Anderson  of  Kentucky.  Baldwin,  Bia- 
man,  Bay  ley,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Boea,  Bwjmn,  Ch- 
gett,  Cobb,  Colston,  Coflutock,  Crafts,  Cngm,  C^ 
man,  Darlingtonri)aTidBon,  Earle,  Edwaida,  robs. 
Fo]ger,FoIler,Gage,  Gamett,  GUbert,  Hale,  Heikiaff. 
Holmea,  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Hontrntva 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtlsnd,  Lawyer,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lis^ 
Little,  Lowndes^  McLane  of  DeU  W.  Maclay,  W.P. 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Maaon  of  Maasadinaetts,  Masoo  i 
Rhode  Island,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Middleton,  MiUa,  Sta- 
uel  Moore,  Morton,  Meeeley,  Mmray,  Jereaaiah  ?8<^ 
eon,  H.  Nebon,  Newton,  Ogden,  Orr,  Owen,  PaneCi 
Pawling,  Peter,  Pitkin,  Pleaaants,  Poindoztar,  P«ia^ 
Qoarlea,  Reed  of  Marrland,  Read  of  Geoi«ia,  Sio^ 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,Rngglsa,Sampaon,  Sanr 
Sawyer,  Scodder,  Setgaant,  Settle,  Shaw,  SlicrwMJ 
Silsbee,  Simkins,  Slocomb,  S.  Smith,  Ballard  Smah 
Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Storra,  Sw 
ther,  Stuart  of  Marylaad,  Tallmadga,  Taylor,  Tend 
Terry,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Tucker  of  VogiBa 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Ujp^am,  Walker  of  N«cl 
Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Wilba 
Williams  of  Connecticut,  Wilson  of  Masaacho^ctti 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virgiaii 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Baaset^  Blount,  Boden,  Borvd 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Desha,  Errin  of  Sod 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harriaa 
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Hendridmflniiek,  Hitaheddu  Hotft  Hotlitiir,  Jbhn- 
Mo  of  Virgmb,  MflLeaa  of  lUinoUy  M«rchand»  MaiXf 
Robert  Ifoort,  T.  M .  Ntlion,  P*ttonoD,  Pegrmm,  Pia- 
dtU,  lUm,  Began,  8peed»  Spenoer/  T«r,  fiimble, 
Tyler,  Wdker  of  Kentucky,  WflliAiiw'  of  New  York, 
ind  WilUami  of  Ifortli  Carolina. 

So  th«  HboM  eoocorred  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Wkoie  it  rtjectiog  both  resoliitio««. 

The  Howe  then  took  ap  the  amendments  re«* 
ported  hj  the  eommiuee  to  the  bill  ^^  to  enforce 
tbose  prorisions  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
irbiob  relate  to  the  right  of  voting  for  directors." 

Mr.  Storsb  movA  that  the  said  bill  and 
amendaents  lie  on  the  table ;  whteh  was  re« 
jected. 

And  a  motioB  was  made  by  Mr.  Pindall  to 
refer  the  said  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dieiarj,  with  iattrwetions  to  aaaead  the  same  by 
sdditioaal  seetioos : 

Pint,  To  prohftit  &e  oftnee  of  vsniy,  and  to  de- 
clare the  pmiuhment  thereef,  when  committad  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Staiea  or  its  branches,  or  by  the 
directon,  officers,  or  agent*  thereof  wttilst  employed 
for,  or  on  behalf  of  the  bank,  and  to  prescribe  the 
node  of  proascutien  for  such  oflbnee. 

StamJUyt  To  pnAubit  the  estahUshmont  or  ooatin- 

nance  by  the  s«d  bank,  of  any  office  of  diaoonnt  or 

deponie,  in  any  State,  after  the  first  day  of  Febmaiy. 

Id  the  year  18M,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the  Lsgis- 

'latore  of  sneh  State. 

The  qoestion  being  stated  to  agree  to  th«  refer- 
eoce  of  the  said  bill  with  the  instrnetions  above, 

Mr.HABHisoH  mo?ed  that  the  bill  bepoetpooed 
iodefioiceJy ;  which  was  rejected. 
,    And  the  qaestion  was  taken  to  agree  to  the 
motion  sobmitted  by  Mr.  Pm dall  )  and  deusr- 
mined  in  the  negatire. 

Theqaestion  then  recurred  on  the  first  amead- 
meo(  ot  the  Comnaittee  of  the  WholO)  to  which 
Mr.  Spencer  moved  an  amendment  \  when, 

Mr.  BALnwiR  naoved  that  the  said  hill  be  poct- 
poned  iodefloitely  ;  which  was  again  rejected  ; 
tod  tbeamendmeut  aaoved  by  Mr.  Spbrobr  was 
a^ed  to. 

The  first  amendment  to  the  aaid  bill  being  far« 
ther  amtoded,  was  agreed  to  as  amended ;  and 
the  residue  of  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Commiitee  of  the  Whole  were  also  agraMi  to 
with  amendments. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SToaaft  further 
to  amcod  the  said  bill,  by  striking  oat  from  the 
first  sectita  thereof  these  words :  *^  and  tbat,  in 
'  Totiog  at  this  cAeetion,  I  shall  not  in  any  man- 
'  ner  violate  the  first  fandamental  article  of  the 
'  ^Act  to  ioeorpot-ate  the  sobscribers  to  the  Bank 
'  of  the  United  States.''  This  motion  was  reject- 
fdj  when, 

Mr.  Tbbbt  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
t^y  striking  out  these  words :  "that  I  have  no  in* 
'  teresc,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  shares  npoxk 
'  which  I  shall  vote  in  this  election,  as  attorney 
'  for  others ;  that  those  shares  are,  to  the  best  of 
I  my  knowledge  and  belief,  truly  and  in  good 
I  ftnh,  owned  by  the  persons  in  whose  names 

tbey  now  atand;  and  that  in  voting  at  thi» 


election,  I  eball  aot  in  aaj  manner  violate  the 
first  fandameotal  article  of  the  'Act  to  iircorpo- 
rate  the  atibscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;"  and  if^  lieu  thereof,  to  insert :  **  that  I 
have  not  trailslerred,  nor  procured  to  be  trBne- 
ferred,  the  shares  upon  which  I  shall  vote  at  this 
election' as  attonrney  for  others,  to  the  persons 
in  whose  names  such  shares  now  stand,  nor 
were  the  same  subscribed  in  the  name  of  sucti 
persons,  for  the  purpose  or  with  the  intent  to 
increase  the  nomoer  of  votes  which  I  am  enti- 
tled by  law  to  give ;  according  to  my  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  such  persons  are,  honajide^ 
owners  of  such  shares,  or  have  an  Interest 
therein.^ 

Mr.  Habriboiv  again  moyed  that  the  said  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  motion  was 
again  rejected. 

And  the  qneation  was  then  taken,  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tbrrt;  and 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  Mn»  then  made  by  Mr.  JoaNSOif,  of, 
Vifgiaia,  farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  * 
theaaitftbefollowingT  aa  the  fourth  seetion  thtveof : 
8tto.4.  ArndbeUfitHkertiuitiftd^  Thatifaflyper- 
son  ahall,  directly  or  indireclly,giTe  any  sum  or  aaasa 
of  wlttmSt  or  any  odMr  hiiba,  preaent,  or  teirard,  Of 
aay  proaiae,  eontsael»  obligalio&»  or  aaoarityt  for  the 
payment  or  delivei^  of  any  maaey»  pre*nt»  or  reward* 
or  anything  to  dbtain  or  ^ocuro  tho  Ofdniont  vale^  or 
interest  of  the  President  of  tbs  Banl^  of  the  Dnilsd 
Bt§H%  or  either  of  the  Diiectoia  theeeo^  or  the  prei* 
ideat  or  a  d^eetor  of  either  of  the  braaehae  of  the  aaid 
bank,  in  any  election^  qneation,  natter*  or  thing*  wfaieli 
shall  come  before  the  aaid  president  and  directors  te 
desisisB*  in  relation  to  the  iAterest  and  managemiSBt 
of  the  aaid  bank,  and  ahall  be  thereof  eonvicted*  sacll 
pessoH  or  persona,  «o  giiring*  promising*  contractiiig» 
or  aectning  te  be  given,  paid*  or  deliYered*  any  atim  or 
soiaa  of  moneyi  pfeaant,  reward,  or  other  bribe,  aa 
aforesaid,  and  the  president  or  director  who  shall 
in  anywise  accept  or  sacaife  the  same,  on  coavictloft 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  and  impifooaed  at  the  diaeretioA 
of  the  qaart,  and  ahaU  be  forever  disqualified  to  hold 
aa^oficoof  trust  or  profit  under  the  said  eoiporatiflny 
and  ahaU  idso  forever  ba  disqualified  to  hold  any  ofleo 
of  honor,  tms^  or  profit,  under  tho  United  Statee. 

And  the  question  beittg  taken  to  agree  to  the  - 
said  seetion,  it  parsed  in  the  afllrttative-«yea«W, 
nays  20,  as  follows : 

TBAa— Messrs*  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania,  Aader<» 
aon  of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bnawitf, 
Bayley,  Beechmr,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boss, 
Bryan,  BurweU,Butler  of  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cobb, 
Crawford,  Croger,  Davidson,  Beaha,  Gamett,  Gilbert, 
Hale,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hendricks, 
Herzick,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Hostetter,  Irving  of  New 
York,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lawyer, 
Linn,  Little,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  McLane  ofDela* 
ware,  McLean  of  DllAois,  W.  P.  Maday,  McCoy, 
Mercer,  Merrill,  Mills,  Samuel  Moore,  Moseley,  Mur- 
ray, Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.'Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Orr,  Patterson,  Pegram,  PeUr,  Pmdall,  Pitkin, 
Porter,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ruggles, 
Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Scudder,  Settle,  Seybert, 
Shaw,  Sloeumb,  S.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speed, 
Spencer,  Storrs,  Strother,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Tan» 
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T«yk»,  TemD,  Tompkins  TavrsMiid,  Twkm  of 
Sooth  CuoliDa,  WtSkmof  North  CaiofinA,  WiJkor 
of  Kentackj,  Wondovor,  Whitman,  WiUiaaM  of  Coo- 
noGticat»  WilUamt  of  Now  To^  Willioms  of  North 
Coiolinoy  and  Wiloon  of  PauuylvABia. 

Nats— Mem.  Abbot,  Adamo,  Baldwin,  Clagett, 
Ckilston,  Crafta,  Darlington,  Folger,  Holmca,  Hopldn- 
■on,  Hobbard,  Hontincton,  Kirtland,  W.  Madaj, 
Maaon  of  Maanehaaetta,  Morton,  Ogden,  Palmar, 
Pawling,  Poindaxter,  Rico,  Southard,  Teny,  Wallaea, 
Whitman,  and  Wilkin. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pom dkztbr  to  udd 
to  the  said  bill  the  followingi  tiz  : 

**  That  thia  aet  ahall  commence  and  bo  in  fana  whan 
the  aame  shall  have  been  aaiwited  to  ^  a  majoittj  of 
the  BtockholderB  of  tho  Bank  of  the  Unitod  Stataa." 


Which  motion  was  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  Shall  the 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
passed  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  96,  nays  38;  as 
loliows : 

Ymam — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Andmraon  of  Kentacky,  Austin,  Bateman,  Baylay, 
Boechor,  Bennett,  Bloonifleid,  Blonnt,  Biyan,  Bnwail, 
Campbell,  Cobb,  Cohton,  Cra#fiird,  Cmgor,  Davidson, 
Desha,  Fwher,  Fk^d,  Gilbert,  Hale,  HaU  of  North 
Carolina,  Harriaon,  Hogg,  Holmea,  Hoetettor,  Hnbbard, 
Irving  of  New  York,  Jonea,  Kinaay,  Lawyer,  Lewis, 
Linn,  Little,  Livennoro,  Lowndes,  McLano  of  Dot, 
McLean  of  Blinoii,  W.  P.  Maday,  McCoy,  Middle- 
ftsn.  Mills,  Samuel  Moon,  Jermntah  Nelaon,  H.  Nelson, 
T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  PaliMr, 
Patteraon,  Pegram,  Peter,  Pmdall,  Pitkin,  Seed  of  Md., 
Boed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richaida,  Robartaon, 
Rogers,  Ruggles,  Sempoon,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Seoddsr, 
Settle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Sioskina,  8k>camb,  Alex.  SSay  th, 
J.S.  Smith,  Speed,  Spencer.  Stewart  of  North  Carotina« 
Storrs,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Tallmadge,  Tair,  Taykr, 
Tonu^ins,  Townaend,  Tucker  of  YirgUik,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Walker  of 
Kentucky,  Wallace,  Wendovar,  Whiteside,  Whitman, 
Willaams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilaim  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Means.  Barbour  of  Ytiginia,  Bassett,  Boes, 
Butler  of  Louisiana,  Ckgett,  Crafts,  Darfogton, 
Folger,  Oamett,  Hendricka,  Hitchcock,  HopkinBOB, 
Huntington,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kirtland,  W.  Maday. 
Mason  of  Maaaachueetfts,  Mason  of  Rhode  Island, 
Mercer,  Morton,  Moealey,  Ogden,  Parrott,  Pawling, 
Poindezter,  Rice,  Ringgold,  Schuyler,  Sergeant,  Shoiw 
wood,  Klabeo,  &  Sauth,  Southard,  Strothsr,  Teirell, 
Tony,  Westerlo,  and  Williama  of  Connecticut 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


\ 


Fbidat,  February  36. 

Mr.  HooB  N£L80M,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  bills  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  '*Ao  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  and 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy  i"  and  "An  act  re- 
specting the  transportation  of  persons  of  color, 
for  sale,  or  to  be  held  to  labor,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment.  The  former  of  the  said 
bilU|  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-day, 
and  the  latter  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 


Mr.  RioH,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims  a 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  n- 
titled  <"  An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Oodfror.' 
made  a  report  recommending  that  the  said  L 
be  rejected.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  oo  ik 
toble. 

Mr.  RiCB.  from  the  same  committee^  to  wkid 
was  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Beoate,  esti- 
tied  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Ford,"  r- 
ported  the  same  with  ameadmeiits,  and  the  Isii 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whok 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  PLBAaAflT8y  from  the  Committee  oaiVarai 
Affiiirs,  made  an  nnfarorable  report  on  the  peu- 
tion  of  Jamca  Warren,  an  officer  io  the  aanl 
service  of  the  Revolutionary  war ;  which  vis 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tha  table. 

Mr.  SurrB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Comminec 
of  Ways  and  Meaas,  to  whom  was  referred  tkt 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  aet  proridni 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Dt 
partmeat,"  reported  the  same  without  aniea^ 
meuL  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  CoBBi^ 
tee  oc  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SMrrn,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported the  bill  from  die  Senate,  entitled  ''Ai 
aet  ia  addition  to  aa  act  eoaceraiag  toanage  sad 
discriminating  duties^"  withoBt  ameB^mcat,  nd 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spbbcbb,  the  Committee  d 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union  was  dv- 
charged  from  the  further  eoaaideratioa  ol  m 
reaolntions  sBbmitted  by  him  on  the  sobjccioi' 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi  and  the  reaolsboei 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Hovee  thea  resol? ed  itself  into  a  Ccih 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ameadmeotsof  tki 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  ISlS. 

Theae  ameodmenta,  with  one  exeeptioa,  wm 
eoncorred  in,altar  a  long  discussion,  and  repocte^ 
to  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wboic 
Air.  WiLKtB  in  the  chairi  oa  the  bill  to  alter  isi 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  spent  much  use 
in  disposing  of  the  numerous  amendments  ofietei 
as  ia  usoally  the  case,  to  this  bilL 

Before  the  bill  was  gone  throng,  Mr.  Hcci 
Nbuion  took  occasion  to  express  his  disapprobi* 
tion  of  the  unlimited  and  anrestricted  admisii:^ 
of  propositions  for  post  roads,  to  an  extent  whiei 
the  whole  Treasury  of  the  nation  would'  be  sr 
able  to  pay  the  expeases  of,  4ic. 

The  Committee  baring  risen  and  reported  oi 
bill,  all  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  with  tai 
exception  of  that  which  authorixed  a  post  roo 
from  Fort  Wayne  to  Chicago,  which  was  i 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  thea  ordered  to 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Sodtbabo,  from  the  Committee  on 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  ths 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  for  a  further 
term  the  act,  enritled  'An  act  for  establishisf 
tradittg*houses  with  the  Indian  Uibes,  and  /« 
other  purposes,'"  reported  the  same  withoal 
amendment,  and  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  resJ 
a  third  time  to-day. 
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Mr.  PoiMDBXT^B  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lotion,  vhieh  wbb  remd,  nnd  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table: 

Ruohedf  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  ibr  the  eatabliahment 
of  a  pTOViMial  government  in  the  Tenritorj  of  Flori- 
da, ceded  to  the  United  Statee  by  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain,  and  that  the  aaid  eommittee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  er  othwwiee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbst  Moobb, 
JUtoked^  Thai  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  inatmel- 
ed  io  jnqnire  whether,  in  hie  opinion,  the  jpnblio  eervice 
will  require  any>  and  what,  aid  from  the  united  Stateib 
for  removing  the  obstractiona  occaaiooed  by  the  eand 
bar  at  the  entranoe  of  the  harbor  of  Preaqne  lale,  on 
Laka  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  make 
raport  at  the  next  aeaaion  of  Congreaa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huoh  Nblson, 
Radteit  Thai  the  Committee  on  Aeeonnta  be  an- 
thoiiaed  ukd  diiectad  to  make  the  aame  allowanee  for 
esEtra  aarviea  to  eedi  penon  aerving  thia  Honae  aa  waa 
giantad  at  the  end  of  the  laat  aeaaion. 

Mr.  Robbbt  Moorb  aabmitted  the  following 
resolation : 

JZeto/oed,  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  be  inatmcted 
to  inqoire  whe&er  the  pnbUe  intereata  of  the  United 
Statea  will  be  promoted  by  anbaeribing  for  — >->  aharee 
of  atock  in  the  tnmpike  road  leading  from  the  eity  of 
Pittabnxf  to  the  town  of  Wateiford,  in  the  SUte  of 
Pennaylvania,  and  make  report  thereon  at  the  next 
eeaoon  of  Congreaa. 

The  said  resololion  was  read^  and  the  qneation 
being  taken  to  agr^e  thereto,  it  was  determined 
tn  the  negitire. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fmneia  B.  Lan- 
soiile ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Gaer- 
uia ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Dealande ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Bli  Hart  $  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodrigaez ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Dozetand  Ajitoine  Bonrgood  ;  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Nathan  Q. EUrdseye  and  Daniel  Booth; 
and  an  act  to  resolate  and  fix  the  salariea  and 
compenialion  of  the  registers  and  receivera  of 
pabltc  moneys  of  the  land  offices,  were  aeTerally 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred — ^the 
first,  second,  third,  foorth^  fifth,  sixth,  and  seyenth 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the  eighth  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  ninth  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pablie  Lands. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  to  continae  io  force  for  a  farther 
term  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing 
tradiog-honsea  with  the  Indians,  and  for  other 
purposes^  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
Uaiied  Btates,  and  panish  the  crime  of  piracy  $ 
and  an  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  on  the 
27tk  day  of  Febromry,  1813,  entitled  *'An  a«t  in 
addition  to  an  net  regulating  the  poat  office  estab- 
lishment,'' wereaererally  read  the  third  time,  and 
ptssed. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  reduce  the  dotica  on  cer- 

Uin  wines,  and  to  decUre  free  of  dutv  books 

Itemed  tn  torein  languages,  was  read  toe  third 

time,  and  pnaaeo. 


I 


Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  <*An  act  to  rednca 
the  duties  on  certain  wines." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  ap* 
propriations  for  the  public  buildings,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  of  land,  and  for  furnishing  a  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  use  of  certain  public  build- 
ings," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed- 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  RiCB,  baring  obtained  the  floor,  remarked 
that  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  mo- 
tion, the  object  of  which  was  to  call  tpon  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  information,  to  be  commu- 
nicated at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Military  Academy.  He  said  he  had 
been  induced  to  submit  the  motion  from  a  belief 
that,  either  in  the  organization  of  the  government 
of  the  Academy,  or  in  the  administration  of  it, 
there  were  some  defects ;  and  from  a  further  be- 
lief that  Congreaa  were  not  possessed  of  the  infor- 
mation neeeaaary  to  enable  it  to  judge  whether 
the  country  receired  a  fair  equivalent  for  the 
large  expenditures  which  were  annually  made 
upon  that  institution.  He  then  submitted  the 
following  resolutions,  whieh  were  adopted : 

JZeieiM^  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  instmcted 
to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  copy  of  anch  mlea  and  regnli^ 
tiona  as  ahall  have  been  aoopted  for  the  govenimentof 
the  Military  Academy;  together  with  a  hat  of  tiie  ca- 
dets whieh  were  attached  to  the  aoademy  on  the  fiiat 
day  of  January,  1816,  and  of  anoh  as  ahall  have  been 
appointed  between  the  aaid  lat  of  January  and  30th 
September,  1819 ;  exhibiting  the  date  of  their  aevoal 
ai^intmenta,  with  the  Statea  and  Territories  from 
whence  they  came ;  a  list  of  sneh  as  shall  have  resign* 
ed  or  shall  have  been  dismisaed,  and  at  what  peiiod  ; 
alao,  a  Hat  of  auch  as  shall  have  been  commiwioned  in 
the  simy,  with  the  date  of  their  commisaiona,  and  of 
anoh  as  ahall  have  reaigned,  with  the  date  of  their  ra» 
aignationa. 

Kuohedf  aito,  That  the  said  Secretary  be  instmcted 
to  report  as  aforesaid,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
legislative  provisiona  are  neoeaaary  for  the  more  con- 
venient organiaation  and  government  of  the  said  aea^ 
amy,  tiie  better  to  inanre  a  strict  obedienoe  to  aU  prop- 
er  orders,  ahd  a  snitable  respect  for  eU  the  rights  of 
those  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  yield  obedience. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  printing.  The  said  report  was  read| 
in  which  is  contained  the  following  proposition : 

**  m.  Under  all  circumstances,  the  committee  havo 
deemed  it  their  dntv  to  recommend  that  a  tariff  of 
prices  for  every  kind  of  printing  required  to  be  dona 
for  Congress,  be  fixed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  continue  in  force  for  two  yean ;  and  that 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session,  each  House 
make  choice,  by  ballot,  of  a  printer,  to  execute  ita  own 
work  during  tlw  next  Congreaa.  The  prices  should 
be  adeqnate  to  the  employment  of  sufficient  capital 
and  workmen  to  perform  the  work  expeditiously,  and 
to  insure  snch  care  and  attention  as  shall  give  it  snch 
a  degree  of  accnraey  and  elegance  as  shall  not  dishon- 
or the  literature  and  typography  of  the  country.  With 
former  contracts  befoie  na,  and  with  the  pieftasional 
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kMwUdge  wkkh  may  be  ttOed  in  ali,  no  diflteil^ 
woidd  occur  in  forming  th«  teriif  allndad  to»  on  pfind* 
plM  al  pnoe  Ubaral  to  tha  printer  and  adTaniafeove  to 
Congnai;  end  in  the  aeleclion  of  ite  printer,  eadi 
Hooee  would  doubtleiB  take  Mpedal  care  to  cbooie  a 
nan  of  capacity,  probity,  and  refponaibility.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  bond  and  aecority  to  be  repaired  of  them 
for  the  fidthful  perfonnance  of  their  obhgationa,  a  pro- 
viaion  might  be  added,  that  in  case  of  any  nnreaiona- 
ble  delay,  another  person  might  be  employed  to  dp  the 
work,  at  each  prices  as  the  Secietafy  or  Clerk  might 
be  able  to  get  it  done  for,  and  that  the  public  printem 
should  reniectiTely  be  responsible  for  any  di£Eerenoe 
between  the  sum  allowed  them  and  that  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  give  him.  The  committee  therefore 
submit  the  following  resolution :" 

The  resolution  submitted  in  the  8gi4  report  be- 
ing also  read,  as  foltows : 

JReseAMf,  That  the  Jouit  Committee  on  Public 
Printing  be  instmeted  to  lepart  a  lesolnlion  for  eany- 
ing  the  foregoing  proposition  into  eftet. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  conenr  in  the 
said  reiolatioD,  nod  passed  in  the  affirmntiTeb 

BAKK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TAT£a 

Tbeengioaped  hill  tiu  enforoe  the  pforiaions 
<d  the  ehnifter  of  the  Bunk  of  tlM  United  atates. 
ao.fnr.aareintfls  to  the  eleetion  of  directors^  wes 
lead  the  third  time. 

Mri  BToaae  mored  to  reoommit  the  bill,  with 
inetnierioDs  to  stfike  out  tiie  proviieioo  iaaerted 
yesterday  en  narotioa  of  Mr.  Jobhsoiii  of  Virfi- 
iriaj  making  penal  the  offer  to  or  aeeeptanee  of  a 
bribe  by  any  offieer  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its 
branches. 

Mr.  JoBNSONi  of  Virginia,  opposed  this  motion, 
and  justified  the  clause  in  question,  by  referring 
to  the  act  which  provided  a  similar  guard  to  (be 
purity  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  terms  of  which  act  he  quo- 
ted] aod  had  celled  them  in  the  ameodmeni  to 
tba^pieaent  bUL  Tiiexe  was,  he  argued,  at  least 
i^.mui^h  necessity  for  providing  against,  eoauit- 
tioa  in  this  inatuution  as  in  the  Judges  of  the 
SkipRBM  Coott,  and  be  titieted  the  Miendmtot 
wawd  be  retained. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  witUrawn }  and 
the  bill  was  then  passed  and  seat  to  the  Senste 
for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  amended  by  adding 
the  words,  "  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  that 
the  Clerk  carry  the  three  last  mentioned  bills  to 
the  Senate,  and  ask  their  concarrence  therein. 

r 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  C0N8TITUTI0N. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr;  SiitKiiva, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair,)  on  tke 
resolution  from  the  Senate  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  oi  the  United  States, 
an  Atr  as  to  make  uniforia  the  mode  of  electing 
Kleotora  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
TTnited  States,  and  RepreaentatiTea  to  Congress. 

Mc.  SiMKiNB  offered  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
xh»  resohitioa,  and  of  acting  on  it  definitively,  as 
il.ha4.paaaa4  ooe  braaah  of  the  Ligiaiaiare^  a^nl 


been  so  long  before  the  poblie  that  every  mind 
was  made  op,  and  conld  decide  on  it  vrithost  a 
protracted  debate. 

Mr.  Ttrovanf  of  yirfiaia,pffefaeiiit  Ua  motion 
with  a  few  remarks  in  ite  aopport,  peopased  to 
amend  th* reaoiutionsa as  toapportioia the nnm* 
ber  0^  Blectors  of  each  State  to  the  nilmber  of 
Repreeeotaiivee  aloae^  and  aoi  to  the  aonbar  ef 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  eaoh  Slate. 

Bdr.  Cobb  spoke  against  taking  op  a  aobjeet  of 
saeh  great  iaaportaBce  at  thta  late  period,  of  the 
session}  and  noped  the  Oemaittee  wmiU  rise 
and  lay  the  resenitien  by. 

Mr.  Tallmamm  oflSired  a  fcw  remaHis^  ehiefly 
against  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mv.  Toesaa. 

Mr.  Babboub,  of  Tirginia,  opposed  acting  oa 
a  proposition,  at  this  late  hour,  which  went  to 
change,  in  a  great  degree,  the  frame  of  our  Gh>v- 
emment;  aad  entered  into  a  bnef  view  of  the 
effeeto  of  the  resolution.  In  theoovrae  of  bis  re- 
marks he  referred  to  a  ferther  ameadmeot  which 
it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Tockbr  to  ofier,  pra- 
Tidiiig  that,  in  the  event  of  the  election  oi  the 
President  devolving  on  the  House  of  Rcpnsenta- 
lives,  aoeordiog  to  the  provisiooa  of  the  Coasti- 
tvtioB,  the  eleetion  shall  be  doteraaiaed  hf  pla- 
rality  of  voles,  iastead  of  plnralky  of  Slates. 

Mr^  WiLUAxa,  of  North  OaroUna,  replsed  to 
Mr.  BABBOim,  apeakiag  BrieA^  in  favoa  of  the 
reselotioa,  and  of  acting  on  it  immediately. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  to  get  rid  of  a  subject  which 
there  was  not  now  time  properly  to  consider,  and 
to  which  he  was  also  opp6aed,  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The  motion  was  losi— yeas  60, 
navs6&*the  Chairman  voting  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HoLMsa  spoke  a  short  time  against  the 
amendment,  which  meant  to  weaken  the  ioflo- 
enoe  of  the  small  States,  i«  the  event  of  the  Pree- 
identtal  election  having  to  be  decided  by  (he 
House,  which  he  was  opposed  to,  althovgh  from 
a  large  State  himself. 

Mr.  TooKBR  supported  his  ameodmeat  by  a 
few  observations;  and  coaolnded  by  renewing 
the  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise ;  whioh  mo- 
tion was  carried,  and,  after  dischargiag  the  Com- 
mittee from  the  farther  consideratioB  of  the  sab- 
ject— 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  oa 
the  table  $  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  79,  nays  73,  as 
follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson,  of  Pa.,  Anderson 
of  Kentucky,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Viigi- 
nia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bassett,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Ben- 
nett, Blonnt,  Boden,  Boss,  Bnrwell,  Bntler  of  Louisi- 
ana, Cobb,  Comstock,  Cook«  Crawford,  Puller,  Chraett, 
Hasbrouek,  Hendrldts,  Merrick,  Hitehcoek,  Hogg, 
Hostettsr,  Hnbbard,  Hunter,  Mug  of  New  Tesfc, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Jones,  Livermore,  MeLaae  of 
Delaware,  W.  Maeky,  W.  P.  Macbv,  McCoy,  Mar- 
ohand,  Samnel  Ifoove,  Mnnay,  H.  Nelson,  ThosDas 
M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Newton,  Palmer,  Patteraon^  Pe- 
gram,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Beed  of  Georgia, 
Bhea,  Baoe,  Ringfold,  Bogers,  SampsoB»  Savacey 
Scndder,  Shaw,  Bal.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Soatli- 
aid,   Spencer,    Talhnadge,   Tarr,  Tayka,    Texrell 
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TowBMBd,  TooUr  of  Yiigiiiu*  Tjkr, 
Walker  el  KsmVukf,  WaUsee^  Wenddrer,  Whiteride, 
Wilkin*  ind  WilioB  of  PenniyWAiuA. 

Nati— MemtAdaau,  Bvfiw,  Bloomfield,  Cudik 
bell,  Colston,  Cnl^  Crager*  Caahman,  Darlington, 
DandKm,  DUa,  Edwarda,  Elllcott,  Fiaher,  Folgar, 
Gilbert,  Haiti  Hall  of  Delaware,  Hall  of  North  Caxo. 
lina,  HaiTMan,  Herkimer,  Heiatar,  Holmes,  Hopkin- 
son,  Hnntington,  Kinsey,  Kirtlaxid,  lawyer,  Linn, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Mason  of  Massachusetts,  Mason  of 
Rhode  Uind,  Mercer,  Merrill,  Middleton,  Mills,  Ro- 
bert Moore,  Moseiej,  Jer.  Nelson,  New,  Ogden,  Ogle, 
On,  Owen,  Parrott,  Pawling,  Peter,  PindaU,  Pitkin, 
Seed  of  Maryland,  Rich,  Richards,  Robertson,  Rng- 
gUe,  Seybert,  fflisrwood,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Bloenmb, 
Bamosl  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Spaed,  Storrs,  Terry, 
Tneker  of  Saudi  Carolina,  Upham,  Walker  of  North 
CBn>lina,  Weeisrio,  Whitman,  Williama  of  Conneeti- 
cat,  WilUama  of  New  York,  and  Williama  of  North 
Caioliiiai 


Saturday^  Febraary  27. 

The  Spbaksr  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Jtcksoo,  lolieitor  on  behalf  of  the  aarviring  offi- 
cers of  the  Rerolationary  army,  praying  that 
the  report  of  the  select  committee^  made  afe  the 
present  session,  in  behalf  of  his  suffering  con- 
stitnente,  may  be  called  np  and  finally  acted 
iipon.»Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Marykod,  from  the  Committee 
of.  Ways  and  Meaos^  reported  a  bill  providing 
cofflpeosaiion  to  assessors  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CommiCtee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RiGB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^'An  act  for  the  reUef  of  fili  Hart,"  made 
a  report  reeommtndiog  the  rejectioo  of  the  said 
bill.  The  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oo  Monday  neiu 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
WIS  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatiiled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Doset  and  An^ 
loine  Bouffood,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
smeodment,  and  the  bill  waa  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Ric&  from  the  same  committee^  to  which 
was  also  reierred  the  bill  from  the  ScMUe,  enii- 
Ued  ""Aq  for  the  relAsf  of  Jacob  Parkill."  aude  a 
report  reeommendjing  that  the  said  bill  be  pos^• 
poaed  isdeiaitely.  This  bill  was  also  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  afwointed. 

A  meaaifcfrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hftre  paased  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  fiaal  adjtiatment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
of  Looisiaaa  and  Territory  of  Missotiri,"  with 
ameadmeota,  is  which  they  ask  the  coocttcrence 
ofihisHonaew 

Ob  motion  ef  Mr.  Hoi-iiae,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  reqaeated  to  inform  this  House, 
what  same  of  moaev  hare  been  paid  to  the  AIp 
toroey  General  of  the  United  Statea.  for  extra 
sHTices,  deaigoating  the  serTioea  and  the  fond 
ii^m  which  we  money  has  been  paid. 

The  Oonmittee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is 


committed  the  bill  eonirmin^  certain  claims  td 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  were  discharged^ 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  tbe- 
said  bill,  aad  ordered  the  same  to  be  engrossad 
and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeired  frouk 
the  PaBsiDSNT  op  tbe  United  States  : 
7b  /Ae  Senate  and  House  of 

B^etentaiivet  of  the  Vnited  Statei  : 

The  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits  betwees 
Che  United  States  and  Hia  Catholic  Majesty  having 
bean  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ratified,  by  iml 
with  the  adTice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  copies  of 
it  are  now  transmittad  to  Congraas.  Aa  the  ratiiSca- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Spain  may  be  expeeled  to  take 
place  during  the  reeaaa  of  Congress,  I  recommend  to 
their  oonaideEation  the  adoption  of  soch  LegisiatiTe 
meaaarsa,  contingent  upon  the  ereat  of  the  exchange 
of  the  atificationa,  aa  may  be  neoessaiy  or  expedient 
for  caiying  the  treaty  into  effect,  in  the  interral  be- 
tween the  sessions,  and  until  Congress  al  their  natal 
aession  may  see  fit  to  make  further  proTiaioa  on  that 
aubjact 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbixctov,  Feb^  26, 1819. 


The  Message  was  referred  to  the 
oaFkireign  iielatioiis,  and  permisaion  giTen  to 
the  commiiiee  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  tiie 
House. 

The  esgtossed  hill  to  alter  and  eetablirii  oer» 
tain  poet  roads  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  the  act. 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  lane 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  aod  Territory  of 
Misaoufi,"  were  read  aad  concurred  in  by  the 
Hoaae. 

The  amendments  proposed  hj  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  invalid  pea* 
sieBeia/'  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commil- 
tee  OA  Pensiofts  aad  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  this  Hoaie 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  coocem- 
ing  invalid  pensions,''  and  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jouett," 
with  amendmcnu  to  each.  They  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  hj  this  House  to  the  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  to  designate  the  bovndariea  oi 
districts  andestabiiah  knd  offices  for  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  oftred  for  sale 
in  the  Statea  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;"  and  they 
have  paased  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
An  aet  authoriang  the  purchase  of  fire  engines 
and  for  hutldiBg  houses  tor  the  safekeeping  w  tbe 
sattie  \  an  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Du verge; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  JobaPettet;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Andersonpao  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Milne;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler ;  in  which  amendments  aad 
bills  the  V  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles^  to 
wit :  An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  ea- 
gines,  attd  for  building  houses  for  the  safekeeping 
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4>f  the  aame ;  an  set  for  the  relief  of  SolomoD 
Preroet ;  ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew 
Dorerge ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Pettet ; 
«a  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  and  an  act  for 
'the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler;  were  severally 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the 
first  and  fifth  to  Committees  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next ;  the  second,  third,  foarih,  and  sixth 
40  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  seventh  to 
'.the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
McCalla  and  Matthew  H.  Jonett,"  was  read  and 
eoncarred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  message  from  the  Senate,  notifying  their  dis- 
■mement  to  the  amendment  of  this  House  to 
their  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  designate  the  bound- 
aries of  districts  and  establish  land  offices  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  not  heretofore  ofiered 
for  sale  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;"  and 
the  said  amendment  being  wio  read,  where- 
upon it  was  resolved  that  this  House  recede  from 
their  said  amendment. 

The  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Galloo 
island,  ^^  passed  throuffh  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chair.)  received  some 
amendments  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  NbwtoRj  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr  and  of 
Robert  Kidd,  and  John  McCansland,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  A. 
Smtth  in  the  chair ;)  and  the  bill  extending  the 
term  of  half  pay  pensions  to  the  widows  and 
ehildren  of  certam  officers,  and  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines^ who  died  in  the  public  service ;  and  the 
Idll  for  the  relief  of  B.  and  P.  Jourdan,  Pfned 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Tall- 
MADOB  in  the  chair ;)  all  of  which  bills  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  the 
last  named  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RhbAj  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  RcTolotionary  Claims,  to  which  were  refers 
red  the  amendments  proposed  bjr  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners," reported  their  agreement  to  the  said 
amendments.  The  amendments  were  then  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  Honse. 

Mr.  HoLMBB,  from  that  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill,  authorising  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 
West  Florida,  for  the  tmnsportation  thence  of  the 
Bast  and  Spanish  authorities,  and  providing  for 
the  temporary  government  of  the  Territory,  dkc, 
which  was  twice  read. 


GENERAL  ATPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  ffeneral  appro- 
priation bill,  and  concurred  in  all  except  that 
•which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  yesterday,  and  so  reported  to  the  House. 

This  amendment  was  an  appropriation  of  four 


thoosaad  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  repaid  ti 
the  owners  of  the  British  Tcssel  Lord  Nrisot 
which  was  captured  on  Lake  Ontario,  twelve  dtp 
before  the  declaration  of  the  late  war.  broo^& 
in  and  sold  by  agreement,  and  the  moneVs  placet 
in  the  hands  of  the  court ;  the  capture  was  after- 
wards  adjudged  to  be  illesal,  and  the  proceed 
of  the  sale  ordered  to  be  refunded.  la  the  meu 
time,  the  clerk  of  the  court  had  nbacoaded.  wis 
the  moneys  in  his  hands,  and  it  was  the  porpoe 
of  this  amendment  to  pay  the  amoant  out  of  tin 
public  Treasury. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  amefidnten^  ia 
which  it  was  opposed  on  thegrouad  that  the  cif^ 
comstances  of  the  case  had  not  been  iaTestigttti 
by  a  committee  of  the  House ;  tfaac  there  wcr 
numerous  claims  of  our  own  eitizeas  wkiek 
would  be  uiuQccessful  at  this  sessaoo,  from  ik 
want  of  time  to  act  on  them ;  that  this  case  oofk 
not  to  have  preference,  4tA.  The  amendmcs 
was  supported  on  the  merits  and  extreme  hvd- 
ship  of  the  case,  and  the  injustice  of  withholdii| 
payment^  dtc. 

The  disagreement  to  this  amendoaent  was  eot- 
corred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  agio 
seat  to  the  Senate. 

PUBUC  LANDS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Seaate 
further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  v 
forfeiture  of  lands  for  foilure  to  complete  the  par- 
ments  thereon. 

Mr.  Hemiibioks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  ia- 
serting  a  clause  to  exempt  from  back  interest  ml 
sums  paid  previous  to  the  31st  of  Mareh,  IfiS); 
Mr.  PoiMOBXTEB  and  Mr.  BAJtnoim  spe^e  agaias: 
the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Habrisoit  in  favor  & 
it;  the  former  upon  the  ground  of  iu  beiaft 
new  principle,  which  ought  not  to  be  adopiic 
without  a  greater  necessity  than  now  appand 
to  exist ;  that  the  bill  to  which  the  amendaeat 
was  offisred  prevented  a  forfeiture  of  such  lands  as 
were  not  paid  for  one  year  longer;  that  this  wis 
going  far  enough*— the  purchasers  had  the  ad- 
vantage  of  the  rise  of  the  land,  and  it  was  ae 
hardship  to  make  them  paf  the  back  intercsL 
which  even  a  court  of  ei^uity  would  have  ma^ 
them  paj^  for  not  com  ply  mff  with  their  contract 

To  thia  Mr.  Harbiboh  replied,  that  the  ameai- 
ment  was  a  reasonable  and  just  proTision,  bod 
in  relation  to  the  public  interests  as  well  as  tte: 
of  individuals.    The  persons  who  would  snfier 
by  the  present  pecnnlarv  embarrassmeato  were 
the  poorer  class  of  people,  who  had  no  ageocr 
whatever  in  producing   these  embarrassmeaa 
and  who  were  not  able  to  bear  the  heavr  penalty 
which  the  existing  law  imposed  for  safleriag  the 
day  of  payment  to  pass  without  making  it.  Msaj 
of  them  had  settled  in  frontier  situations,  what 
the  land  had  not  appreciated  more  than  the  raloe 
Of  the  improvemenu  which  had  been  made  upoa 
it    The  provision  for  paying  back  interest  was 
itself  a  very  hard  one,  and  such  as  a  liberal  iadh 
Tidual  ought  not,  nor  would  not,  insist  upoa 
The  United  States  had  heretofore  rigidly  exacte: 
it ;  bnt  the  circumstances  of  the  coontrf,  ia  rda 
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tioD  to  money,  were  never  before  as  embarraasing. 
If  the  amendment  was  adopted,  it  would  stimu- 
late all  the  public  debtors  to  make  eTery  exertion 
to  raise  the  money  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  to  wbicli  the  bill  was  limited.  That  our 
Treasury  iroaid  be  more  embarrassed  in  the  pres* 
ent  year  than  in  any  subsequent  one.  from  the 
heavy  instalments  of  the  public  debt  which  were 
to  be  ^id  this  year.  The  pnbliCi  therefore,  would 
be  gtmng  by  any  measure  which  would  expe- 
dite tbe  collection  of  their  debts.  It  was  true 
that  the  back  interest  would  amouht  to  a  larger 
sDin  than  the  Gtorernment  would  be  obliged  to 
gire  if  they  were  to  borrow  the  money  ;  but,  as 
the  back  interest  was  intended  to  stimulate  pur- 
chasers to  punctuality,  it  would  be  in  the  hignesx 
degree  unjust  to  exact  it  under  eircunutances 
like  the  present,  when  the  want  of  punctuality 
was  produced  by  events  which  those  who  were 
subject  to  pay  it  could  not  control. 

Mr.  Hkrdrioks's  motion  was  negatived,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  and,  after 
an  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Merobb  to  lay  it 
on  the  table,  until  the  House  should  have  acted 
on  the  bill  requiring  cash  payments  for  public 
lands,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  returned. 

TONNAGE  DUTIES. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  tonnage  and 
discriminating  duties,  [extending  the  provisions 
of  that  act  to  the  vessels  of  Prussia,  Hamburg, 
and  Bremen.] 

This  bill  was  explained  and  supported  in  a 
short  speech  by  Mr.  Pitkih. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  opposed  to  the 
bill  in  its  preseot  shape,  and  entered  into  some 
commercial  statements  to  show  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient, particularly  as  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
convention,  and  could  not  be  altered  for  five 
years.  Among  bis  objections.  Mr.  S.  said  that 
a  very  heavy  transit  duty  was  loid  by  Prussia  on 
oor  tobacco^  passiag  through  the  Netherlands,  up 
the  Rhine,  into  her  dominions,  which  had  greallv 
affected  the  price  of  that  staple  in  Holland ;  ana 
he  proposed  an  amendment,  substantially,  to  re- 
quire of  Prussia  to  lay  no  higher  duty  on  our  to- 
bacco, passing  thither  through  the  Netherlands, 
than  wu  imposed  on  it  if  it  entered  in  a  Prussian 
port,  as  Dantzic,  Stetten,  Stralsund.  dbc. 

Mr.  TauiBLB  made  a  few  remarin,  observing, 
Uiac  ii  this  extraordinary  duty  was  laid  by  Prus- 
sia on  our  tobacco,  we  on^bt  to  impose  a  corres- 
poodiog  duty  on  her  Silesia  linens,  dbc,  and  thus 
beat  her  with  her  own  weapons* 

Mr.  Smith's  proposition  to  amend  was  nega* 
tired  by  a  htrge  majority,  and  the  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 


MoNUAT,  March  1. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house 
vpon  Qalloo  island,  near  the  outlet  of  Lake  On- 
Utrio  *,  for  placing  sundry  spindels  and  buoys,  and 


for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  <*An  act  to  autho- 
rize the  building,  erecting,  and  placing  light- 
houses, beacons,  and  buoys  on  places  designated 
in  Boston,  Buzzard,  and  Chesapeake  bays^Lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  confirming 
ceruin  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois." 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Kidd, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  read  the  third  time,  and, 
passed. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Robert  Kidd,  Seth  Webber,  and  Thomas 
Pa«e.» 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  sale  of  certain  military  sites ;  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spenobs, 

JRetolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  reouested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  at  an  early 
period  in  the  next  session,  a  general  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statiib 
and  its  offices,  similar  to  the  returns  made  to  him 
by  the  bank ;  and  a  statement  exhibiting,  as  near^ 
ly  as  majr  be  practicable,  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  the  different  chartered  banks  in  the 
several  States  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those  banks  and  in 
circulation ;  the  public  and  private  deposites  in 
them  ;  the  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  made 
by  them  and  remaining  unpaid ;  and  the  total 
quantity  of  specie  they  possess ;  and  that  he  be 
requested  also  to  report  such  measures  as  in  his 
opinion  may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  coin  in 
the  United  States,  or  to  supply  a  circulating  me- 
dium in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  country,  and  within  the  power  of  the 
Government. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz :  An 
act  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pensions  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  McCausland  i  and  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Orr,  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue 
ia*force  an  act  regulating  the  currency  within 
the  United  States  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
Qreat  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and 
the  crowns  and  ^jc  franc  pieces  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownobb,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  an  entire  substitute,  without,  how- 
ever, materially  changing  its  provisions ;  which 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was 
subsequently  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
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titles^  to  wk :  "An  aet  iBalnng  proYision  for  iIm 
ciTilization  of  the  IndiaQ  iribes  adjoiDiii|f  the 
frootier  settleaants^'  and  ''Ao  aet  grmauaf  a 
donation  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the 
seat  of  governmeDt  of  said  State,''  in  which  two 
bills  they  ask  the  eoneorrence  of  this  Hoote. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  grantiag  a  donation 
of  land  to  the  Stale  of  Illinois  for  the  seat  of 
goyernment,  was  twiee  read,  passed,  and  retamed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  aet 
siakiD^  proTision  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
dian tnbes  ndjoininsf  the  frontier  settlements," 
wan  read  twice^  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
Ml  Indian  Affiurs. 

SURVIVING  REVOLUTIONAKY  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PomnEZTBa,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  snrriving 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  were  di»- 
ehaiged ;  and  the  House  then  took  op  and  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  said  report. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  reeo- 
lation  2 

**Jgemfeerf,  That  each  officer  of  the  Bevslnlkoaiy 
aimy  who  wes  entiftlad  to  half  pay  lor  lift  nadar  tbs 
•evsxal  TCSotves  of  Congiess  Apon  that  snbjeot,  and 
ellenraids,  in  commutation  thereof  leecivad  the 
amount  of  five  yean'  full  pey^  in  eertifieates  or  seen* 
ritica  of  the  United  Btetet,  shall  now  be  paid,  by  the 
United  Statesy  the  nominal  amount  of  such  certificates 
or  aecoritles,  without  interest,  deducting  tberefirom  | 
one-eighth  part  of  the  said  amount" 

The  report  and  resoiotaon  having  been  read, 
and  the  question  having  been  staled  on  concur- 
ring with  the  Committee  in  the  resolutions- 
Mr.  McCoT  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  amrmt> 
ative,  as  follows:  For  postponement,  60;  against 
it  48. 

So  the  motion  was  rejeeted,  and  the  subject 
disoiisaed  for  the  present  session. 

CONNECTICUT  ASYLUM. 

The  House  next  agwed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
TsRBT,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  to 
take  up  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Coaneeticnt 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  [granting  to  it 
a  donation  of  six  sectioos  of  the  public  lands.] 

Mr.  TaBRT  briefly  adverted  to  the  humane  ob- 
ject of  this  institution,  its  general  and  extensive 
utility,  the  number  of  unhappy  objects  who  were 
already  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  asylum,  4bc 
The  bill  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  liARBiooa, 
who  agreed  in  opinion  as. to  its  general  utility- 
there  being  numbers  of  the  unlbrttmatn  beings 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended,  scattered 
through  many  of  the  States,  if  not  all,  4c. 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BAnanrr,  who 
deeaaed  the  institution  entirely  a  local  one,  not 
deserving,  more  than  any  other  local  object,  the 
expenditure  of  national  funds  on  it.  He  sym- 
pathized with  the  subjecta  in  the  institution,  but 
U  was  not  a  charitable  one,  as  the  rich  alone^  he 
understood,  received  the  benefits  of  the  asylom ;  | 


and  he  was  nnwiUing  to  tax  the  p^or  for  tke 
support;  nnd  it  was  furthormore  a  prceeden 
which  might  hereafter  be  regretted  when  m 
kte.    He  moved  the  ccmimitment  of  tiae  biiL 

Mr.  Tbrbt  replied  that  the  inatilttdon  vii 
stricthr  charimble,  as  it  was  almoac  •xclasin(r 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent. 

Mr.  PoiHOBXTBB  was  onwiDioi^  t%  voce  a  d» 
nation  of  the  public  lands  for  thia  object;  a  siafr 
lar  donation  nad  been  refused  to  tke  iadividBi^ 
Stales  for  the  benefit  of  an  onivenity,  dbc 

Mr.  PiTKiM  replied  to  the  oppooemta  ofthe  hiD 
at  some  length,  and  supported  the  hamaaitv  mai 
extensive  uaeinkieca  and  benign  effeeta  oi  the 


iBstitation. 

.  The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  waa  lost;  ui 
the  qneation  being  en  a  third  reading^  tiw  debali 
became  more  extensive — it  beings  noiipofted  lif 
Memra.  Obb,  Tbbbt,  Coubtox,  mad  Mbbgb; 
and  opposed  by  Mesors.  BaaaarT  mnI  BAnaom; 
the  last  named  geatlemaa  moving  the  indefiaitt 
postponement  of  the  bill,  whieb  wna  Mcgatived^ 
ayes  43,  noes  60,  and  the  bill  was  theo  eideieda 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  ta-daf  • 

OCCUPATION  OF  FLORIBA. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Houiis, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whok 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  whidi  was  referred 
the  bill  authorisiag  the  PrasideBt  of  c^e  United 
States  to  take  poaseesion,  under  the  tranty  wHk 
Spain,  of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  providby 
for  the  temporary  government  of  the  lerritory. 

Mr.  H01.ME8  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  iaaeil' 
ing  a  piovisien  to  autborixe  the  appoiiitmeil  of 
commissioners  for  the  adjiBitaient  of  tbe  ehiai 
and  of  the  western  boundary,  in  ponvaace  of  tbc 
stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  providin|[  the  sost 
of -»-~  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  ot  ihessid 
commission. 

Mr.  H.  in  proposing  this  amendmeat,  remark^ 
cd,  that  it  was  made  rather  ia  pmraoniice  of  the 
suggestioa  of  one  of  the  Executive  Departments, 
(the  Secretary  of  Sute,)  by  whom  it  was  eooaad- 
ered  necessary,  than  because  it  had  been  deemed 
essential  by  the  eomaaittee.  It  remained  for  the 
House  to  decide  whether  it  was  bow  proper  or 
not. 

Mr.  PoiitDBXTBB  thought  that  Coagreaa  wouM 
aet  more  Baderstandingiy  on  this  aal^ect,  if  is 
waited  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  It  was 
not  now  known  what  thedutieaof  theee  commis> 
sioners  would  ba;  how  extensive,  what  nmonn: 
of  spoliations  they  would  have  to  adjnst,  Ac 
The  bill  constituting  the  commisaionara  onght  la 
point  out  the  place  of  their  sitting,  what  kind  ef 
evidence  they  should  receive^  dbc.  All  theme  points 
could  be  better  settled  and  provided  lor  aAer  the 
treaty  was  mtified— until  then,  the  provisioa 
would  be  premature. 

Mr.  HoPKiNBoif  replied,  in  substance,  that  there 
was  little  doubt  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty; 
and  that  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  com- 
miaaioners  now,  much  time  would  be  aaved ;  that 
many  of  the  sufferers  from  these  spolintiona  look* 
ed  to  thia  settlement  for  relief  from  their  diairem; 
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that  as  the  treaty  would,  in  all  probability,  be  rat- 
ified by  Jttly,  fire  or  »iz  moo  the  of  delay  would 
be  avoided ;  that,  supposing  the  Qoyernment 
should  allow  the  sufiferers  ioterest  on  their  claims^ 
a  prompt  settlement  would  be  an  important  sar- 
JDg  to  the  Qorernment;  that  the  proceedings  on 
the  Louisiaoa  convention  were  similar  to  what 
was  now  proposed ;  and  finally,  that  as  some 
ffood  might  result  from  the  amendment,  and  no 
incoDTeoieoee  whatever,  it  had  better  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  great  confidence  in  all  the 
committees  of  the  House,  but  desired  to  make  an 
inqairy  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  For- 
ogD  Relacfone,  which  was,  whether  the  blank  in 
the  amefldment  for  the  compensation  of  the  coqpi- 
misstoiers  was  also  proposed  in  pursuance  of  the 
suggestion  of  the  same  &:i[ecutive  officer,  who  it 
seemed  had  suggested  the  amendment  itself,  and 
if  so,  what  that  sum  was  Intended  to  bel  Mr. 
C.  proceeded  to  remark,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hapuif- 
BOM,  that  he  might  spare  himseli  any  trouble  about 
inUrut  on  these  claims ;  if  the  claimaots  ahould 
get  ihe  nrtflctjial,  they  would^  in  his  opi»ioi%  do 
very  well,  as  the  amount  of  the  olaima  prebafaly 
exceeded  the  five  millioaa  te  be  paid.  Bat  the 
truth  was,  Mr.  C.  said,  legislation  on  thia  subject 
was  premature,  and  not  justified  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case.  There  was  no  doubt  the  treaty  would 
be  raiified  by  the  King  of  Spain,  unless,  on  this  as 
on  some  other  subjects,  he  should  be  mad ;  and 
when  the  House  had  authorized  the  President 
merely  to  take  possession  of  the  territory,  there 
legislation,  at  present,  ought  to  stop*  As,  how- 
ever, Ferdinand  might  think  proper  to  withhold 
his  assent  from  the  treaty,  this  Government  would 
cut  rather  a  ridiculous  figure,  if  it  should  now 
proceed  in  anticipation  to  execute  its  stipulations. 
Another  objection  Mr.  C.  observed  was,  that 
these  commissioners  required  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate,  and  no  time  would  be  gained  by  this 
amendment,  unless  the  commissioners  were  per- 
mitted to  act  before  their  appointment  should  be 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  But,  at  any  rate,  very 
little  time  would  be  gained— 4i  month  or  two  at 
most,  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of 
CoDgress,  and  be  did  not  think,  even  if  were 
proper,  that  it  would  be  worth  while  now  to  not 
on  It. 

Mr.  HouiBB  replied  that  he  was  prepared  to 
propose  a  sum  for  the  blank,  if  the  amendment 
should  prevail.  As  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive officer  referred  to,  Mr.  H.  said,  there  were 
frequent  occasions,  on  subjects  like  the  present* 
where  an  Execntive  officer  might  be  coosuUed 
advantageously  to  the  public  interests.  A  sum, 
it  was  true^  had  been  suggested  to  the  commit- 
tee, which  was  considered  requisite  to  provide  Cmt 
the  service  proposed  by  the  araendmenl,  but  the 
HoQse  could  decide  if  that  sum  was  proper.  The 
objection  to  this  amendment  derived  from  the 
necessary  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of  the 
commissioners  by  the  Senate,  Mr.  H.  said,  had 
weight  in  it ;  and  unless  they  could  be  appointed 
this  sessioni  thev  would  be  unable  to  act  in  the 
recess.  Indeed  he  thought  the  bill,  as  it  waa^  suf- 
ficieat  for  the  present  purposes  \  but  in  oflBBting  the 


amendment,  it  was  believed  it  would  espedite  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  and  be  a  saving  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBB«  among  other  remarks,  said, 
the  President  could  not  make  original  appoint- 
ments in  the  recess  of  the  Senate ;  all  he  could 
do  was  to  fill  vaaanoie^-*-therefore,  faecould-not 
appoint  the  commissioners  during  the  recess  of 
Uongress. 

Mr.  JoflMAOif,  of  Virginia,  reaaiiEed  that  every 
day  discovered  some  improvement  in  legislation  \ 
everjr  day  brought  forth  some  novelty  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House.  Mr.  J,  then  expressed 
his  strong  disapprobation  of  the  practice  of  hav«> 
ing  salaries  and  appropriations  pointed  out  to  the 
House  by  Executive  ofllcers ;  and  contended  that 
the  House  could  fix  the  salary  of  an  officer,  and 
know  what  was  proper  without  any  advice  from 
that  quarter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  neffative  without 
a  division;  and  the  bill  was  orderea  to  be  engrose- 
ed,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  ooncurrenee. 

THE  8LA¥B  TRADE. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Miodletoh, 
went  into  Coninuttefe  of  the  Whole  Mr.  Pitkih 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  acts 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  MiBDLBTON  took  a  snceinet  view  of  the 
provisions  of  this  btll^  the  evils  it  was  intended 
to  remedy,  the  necessity  for  iu  enactment,  dbc. 

Much  debate  arose  on  diflTerent  features  of  this 
bill,  as  they  came  under  consideration.  The  third 
and  fourth  sections,  which  provide  boonties  for 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  puUie  vesseb  which 
shall  capture  slayes  importing  into  the  United 
Staiea,  and  to  the  informers  who  lead  to  the  con- 
viction of  smogglera  of  shtves  into  the  Union, 
were  warmly  opposed  by  Mr.  Stbotbbb  for  vari- 
ous reasons  of  expediency^  and  not  from  unwill- 
ingness to  destroy  the  traffic  and  kidnapping,  dbe«, 
of  slaves.  Mr.  NBLaoM,  opposed  these  sections 
because  the  penalties  were  not  heavy  enongh  for 
the  ofiRsBce,  whieh  he  thought  ooght^to  be  pun* 
ished  with  death. 

Mr.  Mbbobb  supported  the  bill  throughout,  ex*- 
plaining  and  defending  ice  profvisions  against  ail 
obnectiona. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Botlbb,  of 
Louisiana,  proposed  the  following  as  an  additional 
section,  which  he  preiaeed  by  a  few  remarks  to 
show  that  the  clause  he  offered  was  called  for  br 
a  dne  regard  for  the  interesu  of  the  State  which 
he  represented.  The  amendment  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  and  was  agreed  to  withont  opposi- 
tion, viz: 

<«  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any 
amed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall 
mskeaay  captnie  mider  the  provisi0Ds  of  this  set,  te 
btiag  the  vessel  and  has  cargo  te  adjudication  into 
some  of  the  ports  of  the  Stote  or  Teiritoiy  to  which 
such  vessel  so  captured  shall  behmg,  if  he  can  sscer^ 
tain  the  same,  if  not,  then  to  be  sent  into  any  eosv^ 
nient  port  of  the  United  States. 
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WallMr  <f  Em^dkj,  ttd  WilbM  «r  Nortik 

.  NAVft-^MMm.  AdaiiM,  AAen,  AadnMs  of  P«Bn- 
fylrankf  BailMt  of  01iio»  Baliwion,  BoechT,  Bon— tt, 
BodoB,  Bom,  Caa^ibell,  Ceni0UMiE«  Ciafti»  Oiukaini, 
Darlington,  Dnkio,  Emcoit,  Fdlgor,  Fulkr,  Oi«o,  Oft- 
bert,  Hale,  Hall  of  Daiawara^  HaalamMk,  Hendrickf, 
Herkimer,  Herriek,  HoiikmaoB,  Hoatetter,  Hubbard, 
Hunter,  Hantington*  Inriog  of  New  Yorkt  Ktnaey, 
Kirtland,  Lincoln,  linn,  LiTarmore,  W.  Biiiclajy  W. 
P.  Madajr,  MaM>n  of  B.  laland,  Merrill,  Malli,  Bobert 
Moore,  Bamael  Moore,  Mnrr^,  Jeranuali  NalaoBi 
Ogle>  Orr,  Pafaaer,  PatterMa,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Bioe» 
Bich,  Rtcharda,  Bogera,  Bngglei^  ^^wiptimii,  Schnjleri 
Sergeant,  Saybert,  Sbarwood,  Sibbee,  Soutbard,  TaU- 
madige,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tarry,  Tompkina,  Upbam,  Wal- 
lace, Wendover,  WeaterK  Wbiteaide,  WiUin,  Wil- 
of  GonnectioQt,  and  Wilson  of  Panmyl^rania. 


So  tbe  Hovse  reivaed  to  afree  with  the  Senate 
in  atrJkiDg  out  tbe  cUnae,  mnd  tbe  bill  Wfta  re- 
taned  to  toe  Senate. 

8SNATE  BILLB,  dbe. 

Tike  bUl  from  the  Senate  naking  aniropria-> 
tions  to  carry  into  efieet  treaiiea  eeacluoed  with 
tlie  several  Indian  tribes  therein  mentioned,  was 
read  tbe  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
making  provision  for  tbe  civilization  of  the  Indian 
tribes  adjoining  the  frontier  settlements^ 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Babboub,  on 
various  grounds  of  eipediencjr,  without  being  at 
all  opposed  to  the  object  vvbich  the  bill  had  in 
view,  but  which  it  was  not  calculated  to  effeet, 
and  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Miuui, 
Mebcsr,  Tallmadob,  and  Habbiboh,  and  was 
finally  negatived-- ayes  25,  noes  78;  and  the  bill 
wyis  tnen  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  and  waa  read  a  third  time  ac- 
cordingly, passed,  and  returned. 

The  Ilouse  proceeded  to  the  oonsideration  of 
tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  adjostment  of 
claims  to  land  nnd  establishing  land  omees  in  the 
district  east  of  the  island  of  Orleans. 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  for  reasons  which  he  offered  at 
large  to  the  House,  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely.  The  motion  was  earnestly  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Poindexteb  and  Bdtlbb  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  was  finally  agreed  to ;  but, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbrbt,  this  vote  was  subse- 
quently reconsidered,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading;  and  was  read  a  third  time,  passed 
and  returned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  '*An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibit- 
ing the  slave  trad^"  with  an  amendmeuL  They 
have  also  passed  a  **  reaoiotioa  directing  the  man- 
ner in  which  tbe  printing  of  Congresa  sbaU  be 
cBeoBted,  fixing  tbe  prices  thereof,  and  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers,"  in 
which  amendment  and  reaolutton  they  ask  the 
QononrreBce  of  this  House. 

The  joint  resolation  from  the  Senate,  directing 
the  manner  of  exeeuting,  and  fixing  the  prices  to 


be  paid  for  tbe  public  printing,  was  ihriee  n§i 
passed,  and  returned  to  tbe  Senate. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  it 
addition  to  tbe  acts  prohibiting  tbe  almve  trade.' 
was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hoase. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  lor  the  dse 
execution  of  tbe  kwsof  tbe  Union  in  the  Scisf 
of  lUtnota,  paaaed  through  a  Committee  of  tbr 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hoob  Nblbom  in  the  chair,}  aal 
vras  sBbaeqnentlyread  tbe  third  time,  passed,  ni 
returned  to  tbe  Senate. 

MIB90UEI  STATE. 

A  measage  was  received  from  the  Scaatt,  aa- 
nouneing  that  they  adhere  to  their  ameadmeat 
(striking  out  the  restriction  of  aknvery.)  lo  the 
bill  anthorising  a  State  government  for  the  Mb> 
souri  Territory. 

The  said  message  was  then  tnkeo  np;  wbei 

Mr.  TatIjOB  moved  that  this  Hoone  adhere  n 
its  disagreement  to  said  ameodment  ;  which  no- 
tion brought  on  a  renewal  of  the  dehnte  on  tkt 
subject;  in  which  the  restriction  was  zealoadf 
supported  by  Measra.  Tati^b,  Miixa,  and  Taix- 
HABOB.  and  as  sealously  opposed  by  Mr.  Gobi. 

Mr.  Cobb  observed  that  he  did  not  riac  for  tbe 
purpose  of  detaining  the  attention  of  the  Hoetf 
for  any  length  pi  ume.  He  was  coo  sensible  of 
tbe  importance  of  each  moment  which  yet  re- 
mained of  the  aeaaion,  to  obtmde  nanny  remaikt 
upon  their  patience.  But,  upon  n  meaaute  it- 
volving  the  important  conae^uenees  that  this  M 
be  Celt  it  to  be  an  impericma  duty  to  express  kitr 
sentimenta,  and  to  eater  his  most  aalenan  protnc 
againat  tbe  principle  proposed  for  ndoption  bf  tk 
amendment.  Were  gentlemen  nware  of  wbst 
they  were  about  to  do  ?  Did  they  foresee  no  eril 
consequences  likely  to  resoU  oat  of  the  mcasac 
if  adopted?  Could  they  suppoaetbnt  the  Soaiboi 
States  would  submit  with  pMienee  to  a  measn^ 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  exclude  ibn 
from  all  enjovmeat  of  the  vast  region  porcba^ 
by  the  United  States  beyond  the  Misaisatppi,  ai 
which  belonged  equally  to  them  aa  to  the  Nort^ 
ern  States?  He  ventured  to  aesare  then  tktf 
they  would  nou  The  people  of  the  aiaeebokliaf 
Statea,  aa  they  are  called,  know  their  rights,  iil 
will  insist  upon  the  enjoyment  of  theoL  Bi 
should  not  now  attempt  to  go  over  groand  alrcaii 
occupied  by  other%  with  much  more  ability,  mi 
attempt  to  show  that,  by  the  treaty  with  Fraacc 
tbe  people  of  that  territory  were  aeeured  in  lie 
enjoyment  of  the  property  which  they  held  ii 
their  alavea.  That  the  proposed  amendmeat  vai 
an  infraction  of  thia  treaty,  had  been  moat  elcailf 
shown.  Nor  would  he  attempt  to  reaeue  froa 
slander  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  Soothers 
States  in  their  conduct  towards,  and  treatmeatoC 
their  black  population.  That  had  also  been  doae. 
with  a  degree  offeree  and  eloquence  to  which  k« 
could  pretend  no  claim,  bv  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Babbodb,)  and  the  hoooraye 
Speaker.  lie  wa^  however,  clearly  of  opinioa 
that  Congress  possessed  no  power  under  the  Cca- 
stitotion  to  adopt  the  principle  proposed  in  the 
aBaendmeaL    He  called  upon  the  advoeatea  of  it 
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An  act  aathorixing  the  sale  of  certain  military 
•ites ;  and  an  aet  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibit* 
ing  the  date  trade ;  were  seyerally  read  the  tliird 
time,  and  passed. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebre;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Eermion ;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant;  and  an  act 
relatife  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of 
the  soperintendent  thereof;  were  severally  read 
twice,  tod  referred  I  the ^fint  and  tecond  to  the 
same  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-day ;  the  third 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ihejcurth  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bills  of  this  House,  or  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  An  act  regblating  the  payments  to  invalid 
pensioners;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah 
Ring  and  Lnther  Frink ;  were  read,  and  seterally 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FoLttiR,  from  a  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Pettibone,  (renewing  his  patent  for 
welding  steel  to  iron,}  reported  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  pass  the  bill;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bUJL  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners 
for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  claims  to  land 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  for  settling  the 
claims  to  lands  at  Gkeen  Bay  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;"  in  which 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  proTiding  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices^  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

MISSOURI  STATE. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  formation  of  a 
Stale  government  for  the  Territory  of  Missouri, 
and  concurred  in  all  of  them,  except  that  which 
struck  ont  the  prohibitory  clause  concerning  the 
admission  and  toleration  of  slaverv. 

Some  debate  arising  again  on  the  principle  of 
this  amendment,  Mr.  Tallmadob  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  discussed  at  some  length; 
Messrs.  Mii<t8,  Tatlor,  and  Tallmadob,  sup- 
poriiog  the  postponenMut,  and  Messrs.  Soott, 
Anobbson,  of  Kentucky,  Poindbztbb,  Tugkbb, 
of  Virginia,  Babbouh,  of  Virginia,  and  Bebcbbr, 
opposing  it ;  and  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  69,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

TxAft-^Mesars.  Adsms^  Anderson  of  Pennsylvsnia, 
Barber  of  Ohio»  Bstemsn,  Bennett,  Boden,  Boss,  Com- 
itock,  Crafts,  Cnshmmn»  Darlington,  Ellieott,  Folger, 
fQlIer,  Gsge,  Gilbert,  Hsle,  Hall  of  Belawsre,  Has- 
^ack,  Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Hopkinson, 
Hogtetter,  Hnbbtrd,  Hunter,  Irving  of  New  York, 
l^iiw,  Kstland,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  W.  Mn^ 
dij,  W.  P.  Maday»  Mason  of  Rhode  Island^  Merrill, 


Samnri  Moore,  Murray,  Jctemiah  Neleon,  Ogle, 
Palmer,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Ridi,  Rich- 
ards, Rogers,  Rnggles,  Sampson,  Schuyler,  Sergeant, 
Sherwood,  Sibbee,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Tay- 
lor, Terry,  Tompkins,  Upham,  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Wilkin,  WUUams  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Wilson  of  PennsyWania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson  of  Kentucky,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Va.,  Baylej,  Beecher, 
Bloomfield,  Blount,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Culbreth, 
Daridson,  Desha,  Earie,  Edwarda,  Ervin  of  South  Car- 
olina, Floyd,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Harrison,  Hogg, 
Holmes,  Huntington,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Jones,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLean 
of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Marr,  Mason  of  Massachusetts, 
Mercer,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  New, 
Newlon,  Ogden,  Owen,  Parrott^  Pegram,  Petej,  Pin- 
dall,  Pleasants,  Pomdezter,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Sejbert,  S.  Smith,  Bal- 
lard SmiUi,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speed,  Stewart  of  North 
Carolina,  Strother,  Stuart  of  Maryland,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CaroUna,  Walker  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

All  the  said  amendments  were  then  concurred 
in,  except  that  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause:  "Tne  further  introduction  of 
'  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  be  prohibited, 

*  except  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  where- 
<  of  the  partv  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 
'  And  that  all  children  of  slaves  born  within  the 
'  said  State,  after  the  admission  thereof  into  the 

*  Union,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held  to  service 
'  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  f*  and  insert, 
"  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  never  in- 

*  terfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  by 

*  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  regulations 
'  Congress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 
'  titles  i|  such  soil,  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers ; 

*  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  the 

*  property  of  the  United  States;  and  in  no  case 
^  shall'  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher 
'  than  residents.'' 

Mr.  Adams  opposed  the  concurrence  at  some 
length. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Senate  in  striking  out  the  said  clause,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  TO,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Anderson  of  Kentuc^,  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Virginia,  Bayley,  Bloom- 
field,  Blount,  Burwell,  Butler  of  Louisiana,  Cobb, 
Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Calbreth,  Darid- 
son,  Desha,  Earle,  Edwards,  Errin  of  South  Carolina, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Har- 
rison, Hogg,  Holmes,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentnd^,  Jones,  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Illinois,  McCoy,  Marr,  Mason 
of  Massachusetts,  Meroer,  Middleton,  H.  Nelson,  T. 
M.  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ogden,  Owen,  Psrrott,  Pe- 
gram, Peter,  Pindall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Queries, 
Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  RinggoU; 
Robertson,  Settle,  S.  Smith,  Bat  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth, 
Speed,  Stewart  of  N.  Carolina,  Strother,  Stewart  of 
Maryland,  TeneU,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tuck^ 
er  of  South  Carolina,  Tjltit^  Walker  of  North  Cafo- 
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of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Rice  Joaei." 
The  bill  was  reported  wiihoat  amendment,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Michael  Hogan.'' 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which 
Wfa  concurred  in  by  the  Honse;  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  affain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  of  the  present 
session,  coneeminff  invalid  pensioners.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-day,  which  was  subsequently  done, 
and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill,  in  addition  to,  and  altera- 
tion of,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  a  duty  on 
imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on  pickled  fish 
exported,  and  ailowancce  to  certain  vessek  cm- 
ployed  in  the  fisheries ;''  as  also,  on  the  bill  fur- 
ther to  establish  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tounage,  and  for  other  other  purposes, 
and  on  the  several  subjects  thereto  committed ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
reported  the  first  mentioned  bill  without  amend- 
ment, and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  residue 
of  the  order ;  which  was  granted  by  the  House. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
ffrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  to-day,  which  was 
done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House, 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  building, erecting,  and  placing  light-houses, 
beacons,  and  buoys,  on  places  designated  in  Boston, 
Bozzara's  and  Chesapeake  Bays,  Lakes  Ontario 
and  Brie,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  "An  act  to 
alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads  ;**  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein ;''  with 
amendments  to  each.  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress  ;**  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands." 

Mr.  PoXHDEXTBR  movcd  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HoucsB  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ; 
both  of  which  motions  being  rejected, 

Mr.  Ball  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely; when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  take  possession  of 


Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  to  establish  a  ttw 
porary  government  therein,"  were  taken  up  asi 
read;  whereupon, 

Reaolved^  That  this  House  eoncar  in  all  tK 
said  amendments,  except  that  which  proposes  lo 
add  a  new  section  as  the  fifth  sectioa  of  the  sa.d 
bill,  with  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  e 
the  said  amendments. 

RcBohed,  That  this  House  do  not  a^ee  tos 
much  of  the  said  amendments,  as  proposes  to  uU 
a  new  section  to  the  said  bill. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Seaaie  to 
bills  of  this  House  of  the  following  tiUe^  to  mit : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  building,  erecting, sad  pii- 
cing  light-houses,  beacons,  and  baoys,  oa  pbces 
designated  in  Boston,  Buzzard's  and  Cheaapeike 
bays,  Lakes  Ontario  and  Brie,  and  for  other  piv- 
poses ;  and.  An  act  to  alter  and  establish  ceniis 
post  roads,  were  read,  and  severally  eoaenrred  it 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  acts 
fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,* 
was  read  twice ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BAasoci. 
of  Virginia,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  CoLBTOM  moved  the  House  again  to  r- 
sume  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  S» 
ate,  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  tk 
public  lands ;  which  was  rejected. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House,  eotr 
tled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hear  y  Batman,  wiu 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  ask  the  coacB> 
rence  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  read,  aad  concurred  a. 

The  House  adjourned  until  6  o'clock,  P.  li 

Six  ^doek.  P.  ML 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  cntiiled 
'<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bees  Hill  f  which  wu 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  k 
read  a  third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordiagif 
read  the  third  time,  aad  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatidei 
"An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  engiso. 
and  for  building  houses  for  the  safekeeping  of 
the  same."  The  bill  was  reported  without  ames^ 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-da^ 
It  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  asi 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oooxm,  the  sererml  penosi 
who  have  presented  petitions  to  this  Honae  do^ 
ing  the  present  session,  and  upon  which  the  Howe 
have  not  acted,  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  same, 
and  also  the  several  papers  which  have  been  ex- 
hibited bv  them  in  support  thereof. 

The  House  resolveo  itself  into  a  Committee  flf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aquilla  Giles."  Tbt 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  Q^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tonday.  It  was  a^ 
oordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hone 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled  "^Ai 
act  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in  the  State  d 
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IlliflOM;^  ia  which  bill  tbey  ask  the  aoaeiirrence 
of  this  HoQse. 
Mr.  Taylor  moTed  the  House  to  come  to  the 

followiog  order : 

Ordered^  Hut  no  printing  directed  \y  thi«  Honee 
to  be  ezeentad  ihAU  be  received  from  the  printer,  by 
the  officen  thereof  after  the  fint  day  of  May  next. 

The  hill  froiD  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
estaUisb  a  new  laad  office  in  the  State  of  Illinois,*' 
was  read  the  first  time;  and,  oo  the  qaestion, 
Shaii  the  said  bill  be  read  the  second  time?  there 
appeared— yeas  70,  nays  21 »  as  follows: 

7siB— Mem.  Abbot,  Austin,  Baldwin,  Bal],  Bar- 
bour of  Virginia,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bayley,  Bntler  of 
Loniaana,  Cobb,  Comstoek,  Davidson,  Drake,  EUi- 
cot^  Fisher,  Fknrd,  Folger,  Gamett,  Gilbert,  HaU  of 
Noith  Can^ma,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herriek,  Holmes, 
Hubbard,  Irfing  of  New  York,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Jones,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Linn,  LiTcrmore,  McLean  of 
BUnois,  Mason  of  Massachnsetts,  Mercer,  Middleton, 
Samuel  Moore,  Moaeley,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  H.  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ogie,  Owen,  Calmer,  Parrott,  Pegram,  Peter, 
Pitkin,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Rhea, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Rnggles,  Sampson,  Settle, 
Seybcrt,  fiilabee.  Speed,  Storrs,  Stnart  of  Maryland^ 
Ten,  Tyler,  Upham,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wal- 
ker of  Kentucky,  Westerlo,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Wilion  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Bateman,  Bennett,  Dar- 
lington, Earle,  Hopkinson,  Little,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Maday,  Murraj,  Ogden, 
Schuyler,  Sergeant,  8.  Smith,  Southard,  Tallmadge, 
TezieU,  Terry,  Whitman,  and  Williams  of  Connec- 
ticut 

Thus  it  appeared  that  a  qaoram  was  not 
present 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot^  to  the  eleetion 
of  a  printer,  to  execute  the  printing  ordered  by 
the  Bouse  of  Representatives  during  the  next 
Congress,  in  parsoanceof  the  '*  Resolution  direct- 
iog  the  manner  ia  which  the  printing  of  Congress 
ibail  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices  thereof,  and 
for  the  appointment  of  a  printer  or  printers  to 
Congress."  And,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
ballots,  it  appeared  that  Josxph  Galbs,  Jr.,  and 
WiLLUM  w.  SaATon,  under  the  firm  of  Gales 
and  Sbatox,  were  dulV  elected. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  elected  Chiles  and  Seaton 
printers,  on  their  part,  to  execute  the  printing  of 
the  Senate  duriofl^  the  next  Congress,  pursuant  to 
the  resolution  on  chat  subject  They  have  passed 
a  resolotioD  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congriess  are  about  to  adjourn,  if  he  has  no  fur- 
ther communieatious  to  make  to  them,  and  hare 
ippointed  a  committee  on  their  part 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Pitkih  and  Harribom 
were  appointed  of  the  said  committee  on  their 
pwt 

The  Spbaub  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  SecreUrj  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer 
u»  the  reaolotioD  ol  this  House  of  the  27th  ult^ 

15th  Coir.  8d  Sssa. 


directing  him  to  inform  this  House  what  sums  of 
money  hare  been  paid  to  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  for  extra  serrices,  designat- 
ing the  serrice,  and  the  fund  from  which  the 
money  has  been  paid  ;  which  letter  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TmsAsvMT  DarABTmiTT,  March  3,  1819. 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatires  of  the  37th  ultimo,  which  has  been  this 
day  receired,  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasnry  to 
inform  the  Honse  what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  for  extra 
services,  designating  the  services  and  the  fund  from 
which  tile  money  has  been  paid,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1818,  there  was 
paid  to  the  Attorney  General  the  snm  of  $960,  and, 
on  the  8  let  of  the  same  month,  the  further  snm  of 
$669.  These  two  sums  were  paid  on  the  requisition 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  services  rendered  by  the 
Attorn^  General  in  the  triab  which  took  place  in  Bal- 
timore  ror  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  '*  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
sgainst  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  thare* 
in  mentioned,"  passed  on  the  30th  oay  of  April,  1818. 

The  former  of  these  sums  was  paid  out  of  Uie  ap- 
propriation of  $6,000  **  for  the  discharge  of  snch  claims 
against  the  United  States^  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  dne  course  of  settlement 
at  the  Treasury ;"  and  the  latter  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse. 
The  whole  snm  would  have  been  paid  out  of  the  for- 
mer appropriation  if  the  amount  unapplied  to  other 
objects  had  been  sufficient  to  discharge  it 

Copies  of  the  requisitions  from  the  State  Depart* 
ment,  upon  which  the  money  was  paid,  are  enclosed. 

No  other  payments  have  been  made  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  from  the  Treasury  for  services  rendered 
to  the  United  States,  except  the  sum  of  $100,  in  the 
year  1814,  for  services  rendered  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  against  Brown  and  others,  upon  certain 
protested  bills  of  exchange.  This  sum  was  paid  out 
of  the  fund  first  above  mentioned.  The  services  for 
which  compensation  has  been  .made  to  the  Attorney 
General  from  the  Treasuiy  wera  not  rendered  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  H.  Clat,  Speaker  Hotue  of  Repe, 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nblboh,  it  was 

Reeohedf  unanimouely.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  the  honorable  Henry  Clay,  fotr 
the  able,  impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  which  he 
has  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the 
ardnoos  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

I  beg  you  to  receive,  gentlemen,  my  most  rsspectfril 
acknowledgments  for  iho  flattering  vote  yon  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  pass.  Always  entsrtaining  for  this 
Honse  the  highest  consideration,  the  expression  of 
your  approbation  conveys  a  gratification  as  pnre  as  it 
is  indescribable.  I  owe  it  to  troth,  however,  to  say, 
gentlemen,  that,  but  for  the  almost  nnlimited  confi- 
dence with  whidi  you  hare  constantly  sustained  the 


1443 


HI8T0BY  OF  CONGSBSB. 


144{ 


ILopR* 


1811 


Chair,  I  ahoold  hgy  Vfu  aUariy  iaeompatMit  to 
fliurge  iti  ardaoiu  duttei. 

If,  gentlemen*  in  the  eoane  of  onr  delibentioni^ 
momentary  irritation  hae  been  at  any  time  ielt»  or  un- 
kind expreedona  have  erer,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  fidlen 
from  any  of  na,  let  theae  nnpleaaant  inddenta  be  oon- 
aigned  to  oblivion,  and  let  ns  reeoUect  only  the  anx- 
iona  deaire  whidi  baa  unilbrmly  animated  every  one 
to  pionola  what  appeared  to  lum  to  be  lor  the  proa- 
parity  of  our  common  ooontry. 

One  painful  drcnmatanoe  filla  me  with  the  deqpeat 
regret  It  ia  diat,  after  having  oo-operated  with  many 
<tf  yon,  with  aome  for  yeara,  to  advance  the  publie 
good,  we  sepaiato  to  meet  perhajia  no  more.  I  here 
bear  teatimony  to  the  fidelity  with  which  you  have 
all  labored  to  fnlBl  the  high  and  honorable  tnat  oon^ 
mitted  to  ua  Irf  the  nation.    Aad  every  onn  ef  yoA 


viil  cany  with  yea  ay  seat  atdest  waalMa  fat  ynr 

indiridnal  wdwe  and  happineaa. 

Mr.  PtTKiR,  from  the  joint  eomroiUee  appoiii- 
ed  to  inform  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Biats 
that  cfaa  two  Honaea  of  Gongresa  are  aboQt  to  i^ 
joufOf  if  he  bad  no  farther  comnmnicatioos  a 
make  to  them,  vaported  that  the  committee  bt^ 
waited  aa  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  u: 
waa  inforowd  by  him  that  he  bad  no  farther  eon- 
muoieatkaa  to  make. 

A  mesaaee  waa  then  receired  from  the  Seotte 
informing  the  House  that  the  Senate,  haTiageoflh 
plated  the  legidatnre  boaioeaa  before  thea,  are 
ready  to  adjonrn;  whereapon,  the  Hoa«  i&- 
joornad  ame  die. 


APPBNDII 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  CONGEBSS. 

[SECOND   SESSION.] 

COMPftlSINO  THE  MOST  IMPOBTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORICHtNATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— CONVENTION  OP  OCTO- 
BER 20p  1818. 

[CommuiucAted  to  the  Senate,  December  29, 1818.] 

7b  iJie  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration, 
I  convention  signed  at  London  on  the  SOth  of 
[>ctober  last,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  together  with  the  doeaments  showing 
he  coarse  and  progk^ss  of  the  negotiation.  I 
lave  to  reqaest  tnat  these  documents,  which  are 
original,  maf  be  returned  when  the  Senate  shall 
tare  acted  on  the  cmirention. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

DSOBMBBB  30,  1S18. 


Hfr*.  J4of»fve  io  Mr.  Baker^  Ckargd  dbt  4ffimre»  frwm 

England. 

DBPAHTMiiif  OF  Statb,  M^  13, 1815. 

SiH :  I  hare  tbe  honor  to  commnnicate  to  yon 
;  copy  of  a  lettet  from  the  collector  of  the  cos- 
ama  at  Bamatabie  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea« 
ttvy,  by  which  it  appecra  that  an  American  ves- 
et  engaged  in  the  cOd  fishery,  in  longitnde  65* 
NK^,  iatttode  43^  41",  was  warned  offbv  the  com- 
ttaader  of  the  British  aloop-of-wtr  Jasenr,  and 
ordered  not  to  approach  within  iiity  miles  of  the 
;oBst;  with  wWaofdar  the  coBOMQder  of  the 
Imeriean  rcssel  imme^tek|r  eompliad*  It  ap- 
feara,  alsfl^  that  a  siinikr  wammg  had  baesgivetf 
ty  the  commander  of  the  Jasenr  to  all  the  other 
American  yessels  that  were  then  in  sight. 

This  extraordinary  measure  has  excited  no 
mall  degree  of  sorprise.  Being  altogether  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
t  is  presnmH  that  it  has  not  been  authorized  by 
ronr  Ghivenrment.  I  inrite  your  attention  to  it, 
n  the  hope  that  as  you  hare  been  charged  by 
rour  Qovernment  with  the  execution  of  the  late 
reaty  of  peace,  and  are  acquainted  with  its  riews 
m  all  questions  connected  with  it,  yoo  will  con- 
Ader  yourself  authorized  to  interpose  to  prerent 
he  progress  of  an  evil  which  wiU  be  so  ezten* 


sively  and  deeply  felt  by  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
A.  St.  JoBif  Bakeb,  Esq.,  dbc. 


CoUeUor  a/  the  Cutiame  at  Banutabtt  to  the  Seart" 
tarjf  of  the  TVeorarjf. 

Collbctob'b  Ofpiob,  Babbbtablb, 

Julff  3,  1815. 
Bib:  I  think  it  my  doty  to  inform  yoo  that  the 
captain  of  a  reseel  regularly  licensed  for  the  eod 
fishery  has  just  reported  to  this  oflke  that,  on  the 
19th  day  of  June  last,  being  in  longitude  55^  dCK', 
north  latitude  4d^  41'^  about  forty-fire  miles  die- 
tant  from  Cape  Sable,  he  fell  in  with  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  sloop-of-war  Jaseur,  N.  Lock,  com- 
mander, who  warned  him  off,  and  endorsed  hia 
enrolment  and  liceiise  In  the  words  following: 

»jDifB  19,  1815. 
"  Warned  off  the  coast  by  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Jaseur,  not  to  come  within  sixty  miles. 

«N.  LOCK,  Cbpfain." 

In  consequence  of  which,  the  fisherman  Imme- 
diately left  the  fishing  ground,  and  returned  home 
without  completing  his  fare. 

fhe  captain  of  the  fisherman  further  states^ 
that  all  toe  fishing  yessels  then  in  sight  were 
warned  off  in  the  same  manner  by  the  said  Cap- 
tain Lock.    I  am,  sir,  rery  respectfully,  Slc, 

ISAIAH  L.  GREEN, 

Collector. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallab. 


Mr.Baket  io  Mr*  Mbnroe* 
Philadelphia,  Augtmt  31, 1815» 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo^  together 
with  its  enclosure,  relating  to  the  warning  oi^  to 
the  distance  of  sixty  miles  from  the  coast  of  Nora 
Scotia,  of  some  American  fishing  vessels  by  HU 
Majesty's  brig  Jaseur. 

This  measure  was,  as  yon  have  justly  presumed 
in  your  note,  totally  unauthorized  by  His  Ma- 
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jestf '8  GoTernment ;  and  I  hare  the  satiifaction 
to  acqaaint  yoa  that  orders  have  been  given  bf 
the  naval  commanders-insshief  on  the  Halifax 
and  Newfoundland  stations,  which  will  efleetn- 
allf  prerent  the  recurrence  of  anf  similar  inter- 
roption  to  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States  engaged  in  fishing  on  the  high  seas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

ANTHONY  ST.  J.  BAKER. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monbo£,  &c. 


Extraei  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oanroe^  Secretary  of  State^ 

to  Mr,  Adame,  dated 

Jolt  21, 1815. 

Among  the  acts  which  we  h»ve  to  complain  of 
with  greatest  earnestness  is  a  late  warning  given 
by  a  commander  of  a  British  sloop-of-war  to  our 
fishermen  near  the  coast  of  the  British  northern 
colonies  to  retire  thence  to  the  distance  of  twenty 
leagues.  This,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  done 
unoier  a  construction  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace, 
which,  by  being  silent  on  the  subject,  left  that 
important  interest  to  rest  on  the  ground  on  which 
it  was  placed  by  the  Treaty  of  1783.  The  right 
to  the  fisheries  required  no  new  stipulation  to 
support  it:  it  was  sufficiently  secured  by  the 
Treaty  of  1783.  This  important  object  will  claim 
Tour  earlv  attention.  The  measure  thus  prompt- 
ly taken  by  the  British  Qovernment|  without  any 
communication  with  this  Government,  notwith- 
standing the  declaration  of  our  Ministers  at  Ghent 
that  our  right  would  not  be  affected  by  the  si- 
lence of  the  treaty,  indicates  a  spirit  which  excites 
equal  surprise  and  regret-*one  which  by  no 
means  corresponds  with  the  amicable  relations 
established  between  the  two  countries  by  that 
treaty,  or  with  the  spirit  with  which  it  has  been 
executed  by  the  United  States. 

As  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  solidity 
of  our  right  to  the  fisheries  in  question,  as  well  as 
to  those  on  the  Qrand  Bank  and  elsewhere  on  the 
main  ocean,  to  the  limit  of  a  marine  league  only 
from  the  eoast,  ^for  the  pretension  to  remove  us 
twenty  leagues  is  too  absurd  to  be  discussed,) 
I  shall  not  dilate  on  it,  especially  at  this  time. 
It  is  sufficient  to  observe  Jiere,  that  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  take  fish  on  the  coast  of 
NewfouDdland,and  on  the  coasts^ bays, and  creeks, 
of  all  other  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions 
in  America,  and  to  dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of 
the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks,  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Magdalen  islands,  and  Labrador — in  short, 
that  every  right  appertaining  to  the  fisheries, 
which  was  secured  by  the  Treatjr  of  1783,  stands 
now  as  unshaken  and  perfect  as  it  then  did,  con- 
•tituting  a  vital  part  of  our  politieal  existence, 
and  resting  on  the  same  solid  foundation  as  our 
independence  itself.  In  the  act  of  dismember- 
ment and  partition,  the  rights  of  each  party  were 
distinctly  defined.  So  much  of  territory  and 
incidental  rights  were  allotted  to  one,  so  mucb 
to  the  other ;  and  as  Well  might  it  be  said,  because 
our  boundary  had  not  been  retraced  by  the  late 
treaty,  in  every  part,  that  certain  portions  of  our 
territory  had  reverted  to  England,  as  that  our 


right  to  fith,  by  whatever  naoie  aecared,  had  a- 
perieneed  that  fate.  A  liberty  of  unlimited  da- 
ration,  thus  secured,  is  as  much  a  rig^t  as  if  it 
had  been  stipulated  by  ttnj  other  terna.  Beia; 
to  be  enjoyed  by  one,  adjoining  the  territory  ailsi' 
ted  by  the  partition  to  the  other  party,  it  mtmd 
to  be  the  appropriate  term.  I  have  made  thai 
remarks  to  show  the  solid  groond  on  which  tks 
rieht  is  deemed  to  rest  by  this  Qovemmcat 
relying  on  your  thorough  knowledge  of  the  sab- 
jeet  to  illustrate  and  support  it  in  the  naost  soil- 
able  manner. 

It  can  scarcely  be  presumed  that  the  Britisk 
Government,  after  the  result  of  the  late  fnyair 
meat,  in  the  present  state  of  Burope^  and  aate 
its  other  engagemeau,  ean  seriously  eostempUtc 
a  renewal  of  hostilities.  But  it  often  happeai 
with  nations,  as  well  as  with  iadividiials,  ihati 
just  estimate  of  their  interest  and  daties  b  aotu 
infallible  criterion  of  their  conduct.  We  oogu 
to  be  prepared  at  every  point  to  ^ oard  agaias 
such  an  event.  Tou  will  be  attentive  to  eireaa- 
stances,  and  give  us  timely  notice  of  any  daofcr 
which  may  m  menaced. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adaau  to  M» 

honvoKf  Amgittt  15  1815. 

I  had  mentioned  the  sabjectof  the  slaves  ia  nf 
first  interview  with  him,  [Lord  Castlereagh.]  aaJ 
he  had  then  expressed  an  intention  to  refer  it  to 
the  Commissioners  with  whom  we  were  thfi 
negotiating  the  commercial  convention.  Bat 
they  received  no  instructions  relative  to  it.  sad 
considered  their  powers  as  limited  to  the  obj^ca 
upon  which  my  colleagues  were  auiborixedf  cos- 
jointly  with  me,  to  treat.  The  day  before  Lori 
Castlereagh  left  town,  I  spoke  to  him  ngata  csa- 
cerning  it.  He  had  just  recei? ed  despatches  (nm 
Mr.  Baker  relating  to  it,  but  had  not  had  time  a 
read  them,  and  merely  told  me  that,  daring  kb 
absence,  Lord  Liverpool  oc  Lord  Bachnrst  woaU 
attend  to  the  business  of  his  depnrtoaenL  Ato 
writing  the  note,  of  which  the  copy  is  enclosed, 
I  requested  aa  interview  with  Lord  Liiverpesi, 
for  which  he  appointed  la^t  Saturday ;  Imt  sa 
accident  prevented  me  from  then  meeting  kin. 
I  have  renewed  the  request;  but  as  he  was  not  it 
town  when  my  note  was  sent,  it  may  be  defcired 
until  after  Mr.  Bagot's  departure. 

[NoTB^-The  ieCttr  rsierrsd  to  in  the  above  h- 
spalch  is  ittssitad  ameng  the  papeis  relating  to  lb 
depetlatkm  of  alafse— Appendix,  Sd  sr— iiiu^  IM 
Congrsss.] 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  M.  Adame  to  Mr. 

LoMOoii,  Septewtbar  5,  181& 
In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  Jolf 
21, 1  have  this  day  addressed  Lord  CasUetcaft^ 
claiming  payment  from  the  British  Gbvernmea] 
for  the  slates  carried  away  from  Cumberkasi 
island  and  the  adjoining  waters,  afier  the  rati& 
cation  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  in  eontrafea 
tion  to  one  of  the  express  stipulations  of  tha 
treaty. 
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My  preeediDg  despatehes,  Nos.  9  and  10,  will 
have  iDformed  yon  (h  the  ste|»  I  had  taken,  by 
an  official  letter  to  Lord  Castlereaffh,  and  by  a 
personal  interriew  with  the  Barl  of  Lirerpoolt  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  preTioos  to  the  receipt  of 
yoar  last  iastmetioas.  The  letter  to  Lord  Cas* 
tlereafch  has  hitherto  remained  unanswered;  and 
Lord  Lirerpool  made  no  attempt  to  answer  either 
the  reasoning  of  your  letter  on  the  subject  to  Mr. 
Baker,  or  the  statement  of  the  proof  with  regard 
to  the  meaning  of  the  article,  resnlting  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to.  The  substance  of  what  he  said  was, 
that,  in  agreeing  to  the  article  as  it  stands,  they 
had  not  l^en  aware  that  it  would  bind  them  to 
restore  the  slaves  whom  their  officers  had  enticed 
away  by  promises  of  freedom. 

The  case  of  these  slares  carried  away  from 
Cumberland  seems  not  even  to  admit  of  the  dis- 
tinction to  which  Mr.'Baker  and  Lord  Liverpool 
resorted.  Tet  the  prospect  of  obtaining  either 
restoration  or  indemnitv  appears  to  me  not  more 
favorable  in  this  case  than  in  any  others  of  the 
same  claas.  If  there  were  any  probability  that 
this  Gtovernment  would  admit  tne  principle  of 
making  indemnity,  it  would  become  necessary 
for  me  to  remark,  that  the  list  of  slaves  trans- 
mitted to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  a  copy,  is  not  an  authenticated  doc- 
ument. 

[For  Mr.  AdamsPs  letter  to  Loid  CaetKerssghy  of 
September  6, 1816,  see  Appendix  to  Aanab^  Sd 
eion»  14th  Oongmss,  page  llli.J 


Exhraei  of  a  kUer  from  Mr.  AdtUM  U  Mr.  Mmroe, 
aiaHng  the  tubitanee  of  a  eonoorauHon  wUh  Lard 
Baikurat. 

LoNDOHi  SeptembiT  19, 1815. 

The  transactions  to  which  your  instructions  of 
the  dlst  July  have  reference  were  of  a  character 
to  excite  ia  the  highest  degree  the  attention  of 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States.    So  many 
simultaneous  acts  of  British  officers,  at  various 
stations  and  upon  both  elements,  indicating  a 
marked  spirit  of  hostility,  were  calculated  to  in- 
spire serious  doubts  with  regard  to  the  pacific — 
not  to  say  the  amicable-— dispositions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government;  and  the  latter  part  of  your  de- 
spatch made  it  incumbent  upon  me,  under  cer- 
tain contingencies,  to  take  measures,  of  which 
nothing  that  had  occurred  here  had  induced  me 
even  to  think,  as  precautions  which  the  course  of 
events  might  render  expedient.    The  commer- 
cial convention  had  shown  how  excessively  diffi- 
cult it  was  for  British  and  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  agree  upon  any  one  point  in  which  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries  were  in- 
volved.    It  had  shown  how  very  few  points 
there  were  upon  which  any  agreement  could  be 
made;  and  it  was  evident,  from  everything  ex- 
cepting the  personal  courtesies  of  the  Prince  and 
hi8cabinet|  that  the  animosities  of  the  condition 
from  whicn  the  two  nations  had  lately  emerged 
had  very  little  subsided.    I  had,  however,  before 
the  receipt  of  yoar  despatch,  not  a  aospicion  that 


an  immediate  renewal  of  hostilities  was  contem* 
plated;  and  even  now,  although  I  perceive  no 
reason  for  flattering  myself  that  any  satisfaction 
will  be  given  us  upon  any  one  of  our  causes  of 
complaint,  yet  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  act  of 
open  and  avowed  hostility  will  be  sanctioned  by 
the  British  Government  at  the  present  moment. 
It  must  however  be  added  that  the  moet-— per* 
haps  the  only — unequivocal  pledse  of  pacific 
intentions  is  the  reduction  of  the  fleet,  not  only 
to  a  peace  establishment,  but  to  an  unusually 
small  one.  Tour  despatch,  and  the  several  pro- 
cedures to  which  it  rdateo,  awakened  an  anxi- 
ety that  nothing  should  be  omitted  which  could 
be  of  any  possible  utility  to  our  interests  in  thia 
quarter. 

Having  formally  renewed  the  claim  of  the  res- 
titution of  the  slaves  carried  awaj  contrary  to. 
the  engagements  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  for 
payment  of  their  value  as  the  alternative,  there 
were  other  objects  which  I  deemed  it  necessary  to 
present  again  to  the  consideration  of  this  Govern* 
meat.  In  the  first  instance,  it  seemed  advisable  to 
open  them  by  a  verbal  communication;  and  I  re* 
quested  of  Lord  Bathurst  an  interview,  for  which 
he  appointed  the  14th  instant,  when  I  called  at 
his  omoe  in  Downing  street.  I  said  that,  having 
lately  received  despatches  from  you  respecting 
several  objects  of  some  importance  to  the  relationa 
between  the  two  countries,  my  first  object  in  ask- 
ing to  see  him  had  been  to  inquire  whether  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Baker  a  communication 
of  the  correspondence  between  yon  and  him  rein* 
tive  to  the  surrender  of  Michilimackinac ;  to  the 
proceedings  of  Colonel  Nicholls  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  the  warning 

fiven  by  the  captain  of  the  British  armed  vessu 
aseur  to  certain  American  fishing  vessels  to 
withdraw  from  the  fishing  grounds  to  the  dis- 
tance of  sixty  miles  from  the  coast.  He  answeredf 
that  he  had  received  all  these  papers  from  Mr. 
Bsker  about  four  days  ago ;  that  an  answer  with 
regard  to  the  warning  of  the  fishing  vessels  had 
immediately  been  sent;  but  on  the  other  subjects 
there  had  not  been  time  to  examine  the  pfjp«rs 
and  prepare  the  answers.  I  asked  him  it  he 
could,  without  inconvenience,  state  the  substance 
of  the  answer  that  had  been  sent.  He  said,  cer* 
tainly ;  it  had  been  that  as,  on  the  one  hand.  Great 
Britain  could  not  permit  the  vessels  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  to  fish  within  the  creeks  and  dose  upon 
the  shores  of  the  British  territorien^  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  by  no  means  her  intention  to 
interrupt  them  fishing  anywhere  in  the  open  seay 
or  without  the  territorial  jurisdiction— a  marine 
league  from  the  shore ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
warning  given  at  the  place  stated,  in  the  case 
referred  to,  was  altogether  unauthorized.  I  replied, 
that  the  particular  act  of  the  British  commander 
in  this  instance  being  disavowed,  I  trusted  that 
the  British  Qovernment,  before  adopting  anf 
final  determination  upon  the  subject,  would  estu* 
mate  in  candor,  and  in  that  spirit  of  amity  which 
my  own  Government  was  anxiously  desirous  of 
maintaining  in  our  relations  with  this  country, 
the  considerations  which  I  was  instructed  to  pre* 
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tent  itt  aappoft  of  iba  ngkt  of  cho  pcofiU  of 
the  United  States  to  Isb  oo  tho  whole  const  of 
North  America,  wbiek  thejr  bare  VAiformly  en« 
joyed  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country;  that 
It  was  my  intention  to  addren,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  a  letter  to  him  on  the  sobjeet.  He  said 
that  they  would  gire  due  attention  to  the  letter 
that  I  should  send  him,  but  that  Qreat  Britain 
had  ezplicitlT  manifested  her  intention  concern- 
ing it ;  that  this  subject  as  i  doubtless  knew,  had 
excited  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  this  country, 
peibaps  much  more  than  its  importance  deserved; 
nut  their  own  fishermen  considered  it  as  aa  ex- 
eessive  hardship  to  be  supplanted  by  Ainerlcan 
fishermen,  even  upon  the  rery  shores  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.  I  said  that  those  whose  sensi- 
bilities had  been  thus  excited  had  probably  not 
considered  the  question  of  right  in  the  point  of 
Tiew  in  which  it  had  been  regarded  by  us ;  that 
they  were  the  sensibilities  of  a  partial  and  indi- 
▼idual  interest,  stimulated  by  the  passions  of 
competition,  and  considering  the  right  of  the 
Americans  as  if  it  had  been  a  privilege  granted 
to  them  by  the  British  Qovemment.  If  this  in- 
Itreet  was  to  have  weight  in  determining  the 
policy  of  the  Cabinet,  there  was  another  interest 
nable  to  be  affected  in  the  opposite  manner, 
which  would  be  entitled  equally  to  considera- 
tioo-^the  manufacturing  interest*  The  question 
of  light  had  not  been  discussed  at  the  negotiation 
of  Ghent.  The  British  Plenipotentiaries  had 
gtv«n  a  notice  that  the  British  Gtovemment  did 
not  intend  hereafter  to  giant  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  the  right  to  fish,  and  to  cure  and 
dry  fish  within  the  exclmaive  British  jorisdietion 
in  America,  without  an  equivalent,  as  it  had 
been  granted  by  the  Treatv  of  Peace,  in  176a 
The  American  Plenipotentiaries  had  given  no- 
tice, in  return,  that  the  American  Government 
oonsidered  all  the  rights  and  liberties  in  and  to 
the  fisheries  on  the  whole  coast  of  North  Amer- 
iea  as  sufiieiently  secured  by  the  possession  of 
them,  which  had  always  been  enjoyed  previous 
to  the  Revolution,  and  by  the  recognition  of  them 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  in  1783 ;  that  they  did 
not  think  any  new  stipulation  necessary  for  a 
liirther  confirmation  or  the  right,  no  part  of 
which  did  they  consider  as  having  been  forfeited 
by  the  war.  It  was  obvious  that  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  of  1783  was  not  one  of  those  ordinary 
treaties  which,  by  the  usages  of  nations^  were 
held  to  be  annulled  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  same  parties:  it  was  not  simply  a  treaty  of 
peace ;  it  was  a  treaty  of  fiartition  between  two 
paru  of  one  nation,  agreeing  thenceforth  to  be 
separated  into  two  distinct  Sovereignties.  The 
conditions  upon  which  this  was  done  constituted, 
essentially,  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  preservation  of  ail  the  ^fishing  rights, 
which  they  had  constantly  enjoyed  over  the 
whole  coast  of  North  America,  was  among  the 
most  important  of  them.  This  was  no  conces- 
sion, no  grant  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
could  be  annulled  by  a  war.  There  had  been, 
in  the  same  Treaty  of  1783,  a  right  recognised 
in  British  subjecu  to  navigate  the  ^'^       ' 


right  the  BriUsh  PleDipocentiftma  at  Ghesi 
had  considered  as  stili  a  just  cleioi  om  the  psn 
of  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  war  thit 
had  intervened.    The  Americnn  Pbettipotentii- 
ries,  to  remove  all  futnre  discuesioo  upon  heA 
points,  had  ofiered  to  agree  to  an  article  expmdf 
confirmiuff  both  the  rights,    la  deeliBiag  thn^  u 
ofier  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Briisii 
of  an  article  stipulating  to  negotiate  in  fntare  fa 
the  renewal  of  both  the  rigihts,  for  e^aifsAean^ 
which  was  declined  by  the  Amerieaa  Plcnipo- 
tenliaries,  oo  the  express  groaad  tliat  iaefMi 
would  have  been  an  implial  admiaaioa  thst  ibe 
rights  had  been  annulled.    There  wan,  thacfscc, 
no  article  ooaceming  them  in  the  treaty,  as4  the 
question  as  to  the  riaht  was  not  diseasssd.  1 
now  stated  the  ground  upon  which  tke  Govca- 
ment  of  the  United  States  considered  tbe  ru^t  a 
sobsistinfr  uid  unimpaired.    The  Treaty  of  1783 
was,  in  as  essential  natare,  not  liahla  to  be  s>- 
nulled  by  a  subsequent  war.    It  aekaowfei^ 
the  United  States  as  a  sovereiga  and  iadepc*' 
dent  Power.    It  would  be  aa  absnrditT,  iaces- 
sistent  with  tiie  acknowledgment  itself;  to  ssp> 
pose  it  liable  to  be  ibrfeited  by  a  war.     Tit 
whole  Treaty  of  Ghent  did  constantly  refer  to  ii 
as  existing  and  In  loll  force,  nor  was  an  iatims- 
tion  given  that  aay  further  confirmation  of  it  wm 
supposed  to  be  necessary.    It  would  be  for  ihi 
British  Government  ultimately  to  determine  boa 
iar  this  masoning  was  lo  be  admsttad  aa  eetrecL 
Them  weia,  also,  eoasiderataoaa  of  peliey  ni 
expediency,  to  which  I  hoped  they  aroald  fiii 
suitable  attention,  before  they  should  come  to  & 
final  decision  upon  this  point.    I  thought  it  af 
duty  to  suggest  them,  tbet  they  might  net  be 
overlooked.     The  subject  was  viewed   by  af 
countrymen  as  hiahly  important,  and  I  wvs  su* 
ious  to  omit  no  effort  which  might  possibly  htie 
an  influence  in  promating  friendly  aeotiaMsn 
between  the  two  nations,  or  in  guardiag  agaiss 
the  excitement  of  others.    TMiese  fisheries  af- 
forded the  means  of  subsisteaoe  to  nadititBte 
of  people  who  were  destitute  of  aay  other ;  ihrf 
also  afibrded  the  means  of  remittnnce  to  Qrcsi 
Briuin  in  pavment  for  articles  of  her  aiaanfse- 
turea  exported  to  America.    It  was  well  uad» 
stood  to  be  the  policy  of  Qreat  Britnio  that  •• 
uaneeessary  stimulus  should  be  ^ir^n   to  iht 
manufactures  in  the  United  States,  whieh  woaU 
diminish  the  importaace  of  those  fro^  Gkcst 
Britain.    But,  by  depri? ing  the  fishernsea  of  ik 
United  Stales  of  this  source  of  aubsiaieace,  thi 
resaU  muai  be  to  throw  them  back  apoa  iht 
country,  and  drive  them  to  tlie  resort  of  mane> 
factoring  for  themselves;  whil^  on   the  other 
hand,  it  would  cut  08*  the  means  of  mnkiag  le^ 
mittanees  in  payment  for  the  maaufaetures  of 
Gkeat  Briuin. 

1  thought  it  best  to  urge  every  eoasideratien 
which  might  influence  a  party  having  otbti 
views  in  that  respect,  to  avoid  coming  to  a  col* 
lisioa  upon  it.  I  would  even  urge  censideiatioBs 
of  humanity.  I  would  sajr  that  fisheries,  the  nar 
turn  of  whieh  was  to  multiply  the  meaoe  of  sub- 
sistence to  BMnkind,  wese  usually  coaaideied  by 


1451 


AP!Pnn>ix. 


1454 


BdaHoMwiA  €brttU  Britaih. 


eiriiised  natiotts  aider  m  lort  of  special  sanctioa. 
Ic  waa  a  eomaoa  piaetiee  to  hare  them  aainter- 
TDpied,  eren  io  tune  of  war.  He  kaew,  for  in- 
stance, thai  the  Dateh  bad  been,  for  eentaries,  in 
the  practice  of  ishing  upon  the  coasts  of  tbn 
island,  and  tiiit  they  were  not  interrapted  in  this 
oecupation  even  in  ordinarj  times  of  war.  It 
was  to  be  iaierred  from  this,  that,  to  interdict  a 
fishery,  which  has  been  enjoyed  for  ages,  far  from 
being  a  usnal  aet  in  the  peaceable  relations  be- 
tween nations,  was  an  indication  of  animottty, 
transcending  even  the  ordinary  course  of  hostil- 
ity in  war.  He  said  that  no  snch  disposition  was 
entertained  by  the  British  GtoTernmeat ;  that  to 
show  the  liberality  which  they  had  determined  te 
exercise  in  this  case,  he  would  assure  me  that  the 
instructions  which  he  had  giren  to  the  officers  on 
that  station  had  been,  not  eren  to  interrupt  the 
American  fishermen  who  might  bare  proceeded 
JO  thosm  coasts,  within  the  British  jurisdiction, 
for  the  present  year ;  to  allow  them  to  complete 
iheirfara,  but  to  give  them  notice  that  this  priv- 
lege  could  no  longer  be  allowed  by  Great  Britain, 
ind  that  they  mast  net  return  the  next  year.  It 
Rras  not  so  much  the  fishing,  as  the  drving  and 
curing  on  the  shores,  that  had  been  followed  by 
Md  consequences.  It  happened  that  oar  fisher- 
aen,  by  their  proximity,  coold  get  to  the  fishing 
(tations  sooner  in  the  season  than  the  British, 
who  were  obliged  to  go  from  Burope,  and  who, 
ipon  arriving  there,  found  all  the  best  fishing 
Maces,  and  drying  and  cario|  plaee^  pre-occo- 
Med.  This  had  often  given  rise  to  disputes  and 
luarrrels  between  them,  which  in  some  instances 
lad  prooeeded  even  to  blows.  It  bad  disturbed 
he  peace  among  the  inhabimnts  ea  the  shores ; 
;nd,  for  several  years  before  the  war,  the  com- 
^ints  to  this  Government  had  beea  so  great  and 
o  frequent  that  it  bed  been  impossible  not  to  pay 
egard  to  them.  I  said  that  I  had  not  heard  of 
iny  such  complaints  before,  hot  that,  ae  to  the 
lisputea  arising  from  the  competition  of  the  fish- 
trmen,  a  remedy  could,  surely,  with  ease,  be  fouad 
or  them,  by  suitable  regulations  of  the  GoveriH 
nent;  and  with  regard  to  the  peace  of  the  inhab- 
tanto,  there  could  be  little  difficultfr  in  securing  it, 
ks  the  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  American  fishermen 
i7as  limited  to  unsettled  and  uninhabited  places, 
anless  they  ooald,  in  the  others,  obuin  the  con- 
tent and  agreement  of  the  inhabiiaats. 

The  answer  which  was  «o  prompti v  sent  to  the 
complaint  relative  to  the  warning  of  the  fishing 
resseis  by  the  captain  of  the  Jaseur,  will  proba^- 
dy  be  communicated  to  yon  before  you  wiU  re- 
leive  this  letter.  Yoa  wiU  see  whether  it  is  so 
irecise,  as  to  the  limits  withia  which  they  are 
letermined  to  adhere  to  the  exclusion  of  our  fish- 
ng  vessels,  as  Lord  Batburst's  verbal  statement 
>f  it  to  me,  namely,  to  the  extent  of  one  marine 
eagoe  from  their  shores.  Indeed,  it  is  to  the 
curing  and  drying  upon  the  shore  that  they  ap- 
)ear  to  have  the  strongest  objection.  But  that, 
>erhape,  is  because  they  know  that  the  immediate 
mring  and  dryina  of  the  fish,  as  soon  as  they  are 
taken,  is  essential  to  the  value,  if  not  to  the  very 
prosecution  of  the  fishery.    I  have  no  expecta- 


tion that  the  arguments  used  by  me  either  io  tiap- 

S>rt  of  our  right,  or  as  to  the  policy  of  Great 
ritamjipon  this  qnestioo,  will  have  any  weight 
here.  Though  satisfied  of  their  validity  myself, 
I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  upon  the  determination 
of  the  American  Government  and  people  to  main- 
tain the  right  that  the  continuaoce  of  its  enjoy- 
ment will  alone  depend. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Adami  to  Mr.  Monroe* 

London,  September  26, 1815. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  addressed  to  Lord  Batburst  on  the 
subjects  referred  to  in  your  instructions  of  21st 
July,  and  concerning  which  I  had,  on  the  14tli 
instant,  an  interview  with  him,  the  account  of 
which  was  reported  in  my  last  letter.  I  have  not 
yet  received  any  answer  to  either  of  those  which 
I  addreued  to  Lord  Castlerea^h  in  relation  to  the 
slavee  carried  away  in  violation  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Adame  to  Earl  Bathurei* 
CaABLia  Stbbct,  WaaTMiNSTaa, 

Sqftember25^  1815. 

In  the  conference  with  your  Lordship,  with 
which  I  was  honored  on  the  14th  insunt,  I  rep- 
resented to  you.  conformably  to  the  instructions 
which  I  had  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  the  proceedings  of  several 
British  otficers  in  America,  and  upon  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  marked  with  characters  incompatible 
not  only  with  those  amicable  relations  which  It 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  restore  and  to  cultivate,  but  even  with 
the  condition  of  peace  which  had  been  restored 
between  the  two  countries  by  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent. 

It  was  highly  satisfactory  to  be  informed  that 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Lock,  commander  of  the 
sloop-of-war  Jaseur,  in  warning  American  fishing 
vessels  not  to  come  within  sixty  miles  of  the 
coast  of  His  Majesty's  possessions  in  Nor^ 
America,  was  unauthorized,  and  that  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  British  officers  on  that  station,  far 
from  warranting  such  a  procedure,  had  directed 
them  not  even  to  molest  the  American  fishing 
vessels  which  might  be  found  pursuing  that  oecu- 
pation during  the  present  year.  In  ofieriog  a 
just  tribute  of  acknowledgoient  to  the  fairness 
and  liberality  of  these  instructions  issued  from 
your  Lordship's  office,  there  only  remained  the 
regret  that  the  execution  had  fcieen  so  differeat 
from  them  in  spirit,  so  opposite  to  them  in  effect. 
Bat,  in  disavowing  the  particular  act  of  the 
officer  who  had  presumed  to  forbid  American 
fishing  vessels  from  approaching  within  sixty 
miles  of  the  American  coast,  and  in  assuring  me 
that  it  had  been  the  intention  of  this  Gbvern- 
ment,  and  the  instructions  given  by  your  Lord- 
ship, not  even  to  deprive  the  American  fishermen 
of  any  of  their  accustomed  liberties  daring  tha 
present  year,  your  Lordship  did  also  express  it  as 
the  intention  of  the  British  Government  to  ea- 
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elude  the  fishiog  Teeeels  of  the  United  Stalest 
hereafter,  from  the  liberty  of  fishing  within  one 
marine  league  of  the  shores  of  all  the  British 
territories  in  North  America,  and  from  that  of 
drying  and  caring  their  fish  on  the  unsettled 
parts  of  those  territories,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants,  on  those  parts  which  have 
become  settled  since  the  Peace  of  1783. 

I  then  expressed  to  your  Lordship  my  earnest 
hope  that  this  determination  had  not  been  irrev- 
ocably taken,  and  stated  the  instructions  which 
I  had  received  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  United  Stales  conceive  those  liberties 
to  stand,  and  upon  which  they  deem  that  such 
exclusion  cannot  be  effected  without  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  American  people. 

In  adverting  to  the  origin  of  these  liberties,  it 
will  be  admitted,  I  presume,  without  quesiion, 
that,  from  the  time  of  the  settlements  in  North 
America,  which  oow  constitute  the  United 
States,  until  their  separation  from  Qreat  Britain, 
and  their  establishment  as  distinct  sovereignties, 
these  liberties  of  fishing,  and  of  drying  and  curing 
fish,  had  been  enjoyed  by  them  in  common  with 
the  other  subjects  of  the  British  empire.  In  point 
of  principle,  they  were  pre-eminently  entitled  to 
the  enjoyment  \  and,  in  point  of  fact,  they  had 
enjoyed  more  of  them  than  any  other  portion  of 
the  empire  \  their  settlement  of  the  neighboring 
country  having  naiurallv  led  to  the  discovery  and 
improvement  of  these  nsheries,  and  their  prox- 
imity to  the  places  where  they  are  prosecuted ; 
and  the  necessities  of  their  condition  having  led 
them  to  the  discovery  of  the  nioet  advantageous 
fishing  grounds,  and  given  them  facilities  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  occupation  in  those  regions  which 
the  remoter  parts  of  the  empire  could  noi  possess. 
It  mighl  be  added,  that  they  had  contributed  their 
full  share,  and  more  than  their  share,  in  securing 
the  conquest  from  France  of  the  provinces  on  the 
coasts  on  which  these  fisheries  were  situated. 

It  was,  doubtless,  upon  considerations  such 
as  these,  that  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  Slates  of  1783,  an 
express  stipulation  waa  inserted,  recognising  the 
rights  and  liberties  which  had  always  been  en- 
joyed by  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  these 
fisheries,  and  deelarinff  that  they  should  continue 
to  eojov  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  Grand  Bank, 
and  otner  places  of  common  jurisdiction,  and 
have  the  liberty  of  fishing,  and  of  drying  and 
curing  their  fish  within  the  exclusive  British 
jurisdiction  of  the  North  American  coasts,  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  whilst  them- 
selves formed  a  part  of  the  British  nation.  This 
stipulation  was  a  part  of  that  treaty  by  which 
His  Majesty  acknowledged  the  United  States  as 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  and  that 
be  treated  with  them  as  such. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  prove,  my 
Lord,  that  that  treaty  is  not,  in  its  general  pro- 
visions, one  of  those  which,  by  the  common  un- 
derstanding and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  is,  or 
.oan  be,  considered  as  annulled  by  a  subsequent 
war  between  the  same  parties,    xo  suppose  that 


it  is  would  imply  the  iaoonsislenef  and  abrarditr 
of  a  sovereign  and  iadependenC  State,  UaUe  tt 
forfeit  its  right  of  sovereignty,  by  the  act  of  ex- 
ercising it  on  a  declaration  of  war.  Bat  the  verr 
words  of  the  treaty  attest  that  the  aorereigatr 
and  independence  of  the  United,  States  were  aoc 
considered  or  understood  as  grants  from  His  Uaj- 
esty*  They  were  taken  and  expressed  as  existia; 
belore  the  treaty  was  made,  and  as  then  only  fiis 
formally  recognised  and  acknowledged  by  Grest 
Britain. 

Precisely  of  the  same  nature  were  the  r^hn 
and  liberiies  in  the  fisheries  to  which  I  sew  re- 
fer. They  were,  in  no  respect,  grants  frna  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States;  hit 
the  acknowledgment  of  them  as  riahu  aad  Ither- 
ties  enjoyed  before  the  separation  of  the  twoeoos- 
tries,  and  which  it  was  motnally  agreed  shoay 
continue  to  be  enjoyed  under  the  new  lelatioK 
which  were  to  subsist  between  thenut  coastitiiied 
the  essence  of  the  article  eoaceminf  the  fisheria 
The  very  peculiarity  of  the  stipolalioa  is  an  evi- 
dence  that  it  was  not,  on  either  side,  anderstood 
or  intended  as  a  grant  from  oas  soveieigB  Stste 
to  another.  Had  it  been  so  ondcistood,  ndtker 
could  the  United  States  have  claimed,  nor  woali 
Great  Britain  have  granted,  grataitooslf,  aay 
sQch  concession.  There  was  nothiai^  other  vt 
the  state  of  things,  or  in  the  disposiciQa  of  pah 
ties,  which  could  have  led  to  sach  a  stipalatioa 
as  on  the  ground  of  a  grant,  withoat  an  eqaivi> 
lent,  by  Great  Britain. 

Yet  such  is  the  ground  apon  which  it  spson 
to  have  been  contemplated  as  resting  hy  the  Bm- 
ish  Government,  when  their  Pleaipoteatiarieiat 
Ghent  communicated  to  those  of  the  UaiicA 
States  their  intentions  as  to  the  North  America 
fisheries,  viz :  ^  That  the  British  QoveraMeat  ii 
not  intend  to  grant  to  the  United  Statcsi  giata- 
toosly,  the  privileges  formerly  granted  by  trssi; 
to  them,  of  fishing  within  the  umita  of  tae  Bcifr 
ish  sovereignty^  and  of  using  the  shores  of  tk 
British  territories  for  porpMes  coanccted  wiit 
the  British  fisheries." 

These  are  the  words  in  which  the  notice, gtra 
by  them,  is  recorded  in  the  protocol  of  contercsee 
of  the  8ih  of  August,  1814.  To  this  noucc  tkc 
American  Plenipotentiaries  first  answered,  on  ik 
9th  of  August,  that  they  had  no  instnaetions  (rsa 
tbeir  Government  to  negotiate  upon  the  anbjeei 
of  the  fisheries ;  and  afterwards,  m  their  note  d 
10th  November,  181i,  they  expressed  themselfs 
in  the  following  terms : 

'^In  answer  to  the  declaration  made  by  im 
British  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  fisherio. 
the  undersigned,  referring  to  what  passed  in  i^e 
conference  of  the  9th  of  August,  can  oaly  suu 
that  they  are  not  authorized  to  bring  into  discis- 
sion any  of  the  righu  or  liberties  whioh  the  Uai- 
ted  States  have  heretofore  enjoyed  ia  relatisB 
thereto.  From  their  nature^  and  from  the  pe 
culiar  character  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  whick 
they  were  recognised,  no  further  stipulation  btf 
been  deemed  necessary  by  the  Govemnaent  of  the 
United  States  to  entitle  them  to  the  fall  enjoy- 
ment of  all  of  thena." 
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If  the  tUpuUitioa  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  one 
of  the  conditions  by  which  His  Majesty  acknow- 
ledj^ed  the  soTereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States  $  if  it  was  the  mere  recognition  of 
rights  nnd  liberties  previously  existing  and  en- 
joyed, it  was  neither  a  pririleffe  grataitonsly 
jrranted,  nor  liable  to  be  forfeited  oy  the  mere  ex- 
istence of  a  .snbsequent  war.  If  it  was  not  for- 
feited by  the  war,  neither  could  it  be  impaired  by 
the  declaration  of  Qreat  Britain,  that  she  did  not 
inteod  to  renew  the  grant.  Where  there  had 
been  Dogratnltoosconcessioo,  there  could  be  none 
to  renew ;  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United 
States  could  not  be  cancelled  by  the  declaration 
of  Great  Britain's  intentions.  Nothing  could  ab- 
rogate them  but  the  rennnciation  of  them  by  the 
United  States  thea|se]Tes. 

Among  the  artieles  of  that  same  treaty  of  1783. 
there  is  one   stipulating  that  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  both  nations  shall  enjoy,  forever,  the 
right  of  navigating  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its 
sources  to  the  ocean.    And  although,  at  the  period 
of  the  negotiations  of  Ghent,  Great  Britain  pos- 
sessed no  territory  upon  that  river,  yet  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  first  note,  considered 
Great  Britain  as  still  entitled  to  claim  the  free 
navigation  of  it,  without  offering  for  it  any  equiv- 
alent.   And,  afterwards,  when  offering  a  boun- 
dary line,  which  woul<jf  hava  abandoned  every 
pretension  even  to  any  future  possession  on  that 
river,  they  still  claimed,  not  only  its  free  naviga* 
tion,  but  a  right  of  access  to  it,  from  the  British 
dominions  in  North  America,  through  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States.    The  American  Pien- 
ipoCentiarieS|  to  foreclose  the  danger  of  any  sub- 
sequent mtsunderstanding  and  discussion  upon 
either  of  these  points,  proposed  an  article  recog- 
nising anew  the  liberties  on  both  sides.    In  de- 
eliniag  to  accept  it,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
proposed  an  article  engaging  to  negotiate,  in  fu- 
ture, for  the  renewal  of  both,  fbr  eqnivalenu  to 
be  mutually  granted.    This  was  refused  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  on  the  avowed  prin- 
ciple that  iu  acceptance  would  imply  the  aomis- 
sion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  their 
liberties  in  the  fisheries,  recognised  by  the  treaty 
oC  1783,  had  been  annulled,  which  they  declared 
themselves  in  no  manner  authorised  to  concede* 
Let  it  be  supposed,  my  Lord^  that  the  notice 
given  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  relation 
to  the  fisheries,  had  been  in  reference  to  another 
article  of  the  same  treaty ;  that  Qreat  Britain  had 
declared  she  did  not  intend  to  grant  again,  gra- 
tnitousJvi  the  grant  in  a  former  treaty  of  peace, 
aeknowledginff  the  United  States  as  free,  sove- 
reign, and  independent  States ;  or,  that  she  did 
not  intend  to  grant,  gratuitously,  the  same  boun- 
dary line  which  she  had  granted  in  the  former 
treaty  of  peace :  is  it  not  obvious  that  the  answer 
would  have  been  that  the  United  States  needed 
no  new  acknowledgment  of  their  independence, 
nor  any  new  arant  of  a  boundary  line?—* that,  if 
their  independence  was  to  be  forfeited,  or  their 
boundary  line  curtailed,  it  could  only  be  by  their 

own  acts  of  rennnciation,  or  of  cession,  and  not 

by  the  declaration  of  the  intentions  of  another 


Government?  And  if  this  reasoning  be  just 
with  regard  to  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  or 
1783,  upon  what  principle  can  Qreat  Britain 
select  one  article,  or  a  part  of  one  article,  and 
say,  this  particular  stipulation  is  liable  to  for* 
feiture  by  war,  or  by  the  declaration  of  her  will, 
while  she  admits  the  rest  of  the  treaty  to  be 
permanent  and  irrevocable  ?  In  the  negotiation 
of  GMient,  Qreat  Britain  did  propose  sereral  va- 
riations of  the  boundary  line,  but  she  never  inti- 
mated that  she  considered  the  line  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  as  forfeited  by  the  war,  or  that  its  varia- 
tion could  be  effected  by  the  mere  declaration  of 
her  intentions.  She  perfectlv  understood  that 
no  alteration  of  that  line  could  be  effected  but  by 
the  express  assent  of  the  United  States;  and, 
when  she  finally  determined  to  abide  by  the  same 
line,  neither  the  British  nor  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries conceived  that  any  new  confirma- 
tion of  it  was  necessary.  The  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
in  every  one  of  its  essential  articles,  refers  to  that 
of  1783  as  being  still  in  force.  The  object  of  all 
its  articles,  relative  to  the  boundary,  is  to  ascer- 
tain with  more  precisioii,  and  to  carry  into  effect, 
the  provisions  of  that  prior  compact.  The  treaty 
of  1783  is,  by  a  tacit  understandiuf^  between  the 
parties,  and  without  any  positive  stipulation,  con* 
stantly  referred  to  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
relations  between  the  two  nations.  Upon  what 
ground,  then,  can  Great  Britain  assume  that  one 
particular  stipulation  in  that  treaty  is  no  longer 
binding  noon  her  ? 

Upon  this  foundation,  my  Lord,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  consider  the  people 
thereof  as  fully  entitled,  of  right,  to  all  the  lib- 
erties in  the  North  American  fisheries  which 
hve  always  belonged  to  them ;  which,  in  the 
treaty  of  1783,  were,  by  Great  Britain,  recognised 
as  belonging  to  them  \  and  which  they  never 
have,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  consented  to  renounce. 
With  these  views, should  Great  Britain  ultimately 
determine  to  deprive  them  of  the  enjoyment  of 
these  liberties  by  force,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say 
whether,  or  for  what  length  of  time,  they  would 
submit  to  the  bereavement  of  that  which  they 
would  still  hold  to  be  their  unquestionable  right. 
It  is  mv  duty  to  hope  that  such  measures  will 
not  be  deemed  necessary  to  be  resorted  to  on  the 
part  of  Ghreat  Britain ;  and  to  state  that,  if  they 
should,  they  cannot  impair  the  riffht  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  to  the  liberties  in  ques- 
tion, so  long  as  no  formal  and  express  assent  of 
theirs  shall  manifest  their  acquiescence  in  the 
privation. 

In  the  interview  with  which  your  Lordship 
recently  favored  me,  I  suggested  several  other 
considerations,  with  the  hope  of  convincing  your 
Lordship  that,  iodependent  of  the  question  of 
rigorous  right,  it  would  conduce  to  the  substan- 
tial interests  of  Qreat  Britain  herself,  as  well  as 
to  the  observance  of  those  principles  of  benevo- 
lence and  humanity  which  it  is  the  highest  glory 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  to  respect,  to  leave 
to  the  American  fishermen  the  participation  of 
thooe  benefits  which  the  bounty  of  nature  lias 
thus  spread  befwe  them ;  whieh  are  so  necessary 
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to  theif  comfort  and  fubsisleoce;  whieli  tkejr 
kare  coostantly  enjoyed  hitherto  $  and  which,  (ar 
from  operaiiog  at  an  iojury  to  Qreat  Britaia,  had 
the  ollimate  result  of  pouring  into  her  lap  a  great 
portion  of  the  profits  of  their  hardy  and  laborioas 
mdustrjr ;  that  these  fi«heriee  afforded  the  means 
of  subsistence  to  a  numerous  class  of  people  in 
the  United  States,  whose  habit  of  life  had  been 
fashioned  to  no  other  occupation,  and  whose  for- 
tunes had  allotted  tiiem  no  other  possessioa; 
that  to  another^  and,  perhaps,  equally  nnmeroiis 
class  of  our  citizens,  they  afforded  the  means  of 
remittance  and  paynoent  for  the  productions  of 
British  industry  and  ingenuitT,  imported  from 
the  manufactures  of  this  united  kingdom;  that, 
by  the  common  and  received  usages  among  cir- 
iljzed  nations,  fishermen  were  among  those  classes 
of  human  society  whose  occupations,  contributing 
to  the  geoersl  blenefit  and  welfare  of  the  specieiL 
were  entitled  to  a  more  than  ordinary  share  of 
protection ;  that  it  was  usual  to  spare  and  exempt 
them  eren  from  the  most  exasperated  conflicts  of 
national  hostilitjr ;  that  this  nation  had,  for  ages, 
permitted  the  nshermen  of  another  coantry  to 
frequent  and  fish  upon  the  coasts  of  this  island, 
witQout  interrupting  them,  even  in  timee  of  or- 
dinary war;  that  the  resort  of  American  fisher- 
men to  the  barren,  uninhabited,  and,  for  the  great 
Sirt,  uninhabitable  rocks  on  the  consts  of  Nora 
cotia,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  Labrador, 
to  use  them  occasionally  for  the  only  purposes 
of  utility  of  which  they  are  susceptible,  if  it  must, 
in  its  nature,  subject  British  fiyshermen  on  the 
same  coasts  to  the  partial  inconvenience  of  a  fair 
competition,  yet  produces,  in  its  result, advantages 
to  other  British  interesu  equally  entitled  to  the 
regard  and  fostering  care  of  their  sovereign,  ^y 
atuibuiing  to  motives  derived  from  sqeh  sources 
as  these  the  recognition  of  these  liberties  by  Hb 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  it 
would  be  traced  to  an  origin  certainly  more 
conformable  to  the  fact,  and  surels[  more  honora- 
ble to  Great  Britain,  than  by  ascribing  it  to  the 
improvident  f;rant  of  an  unrequited  privilege,  or 
to  a  concession  extorted  from  the  humiliating 
compliance  of  necessity. 

In  repeating  with  earnestness,  all  these  snggeo- 
tions,  it  is  with  the  hope  that  from  some,  or  all  of 
them,  His  Majesty's  Government  will  conclude 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  leaving  the  North 
American  fisheries  in  the  state  in  which  they  have 
iieretofore  constantly  existed,  and  the  fishermen 
of  the  United  Sutes  unmolested  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberties. 


Mr,  Adami  to  J6-.  Monroe. 

Lonooif,  October  31, 1815, 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two 

papers  *  received  from  Lord  Bathunt,  relative  to 

the  taking  and  carrying  away  of  slaves  from  the 

United  States  by  the  British  naval  commanders, 

*  For  these  papers,  vk:  Lord  Bathnrsfs  letters  of 
Odober  U,  p6J  161»,  relating  to  the  deported  slaves, 
sse  Appendix  to  Annals,  9d  Semon  14lh  Congieei. 


in  violiitiott  of  the  fine  articio  of  the  Trmji 
Qkent,  and  also  by  an  abase  of  the  privilegas 
lowed  to  a  flag  of  truce. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  Ac 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 


M^,  AdamM  to  Mr.  Mmrot. 

LoiiDOii,  November  %  I812l 

Sib  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writisf  jooist 
on  the  3Ut  ultinui,  I  have  received  from  L» 
Bathurst  a  note  in  answer  to  my  letter  ce  km  ft 
lating  to  the  fisheries;  a  copy  of  whici  uknt 
with  enclosed*  I  hope  shortly  to  replf  ti  i^ 
note,  and  perceive  nothing  in  it  which  en  m- 
der  the  rignu  of  the  United  Stntos  to  the  pvue- 
pation  in  the  fisheries  in  nny  manner  dnbioiis. 

It  will  be  tx  the  Government  of  the  Uu« 
States  to  determine  whether  the  negotisiioB  pn> 
posed  by  Lord  Bathunt  will  be  advimble;  nil 
pny  to  be  honored  with  the  PreetdentV  isitiv 
tions  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  poeeible. 

I  aoB,  with  great  respect,  sir,  Ac. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Jaiinn  Movmoi,  Ac 


Lord  BaOumt  to  Mr. 
FoBMOH  OrnoB,  OcfoAar  30,  IBl). 

The  ondenigned,  one  of  Hie  M aicfty^s  prii- 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State,  had  the  nosor  of  f^ 
ceiviog  the  letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  UsifM 
Sutes,  dated  the  S5th  ultimo,  contstDJiffk 
grounds  upon  which  the  United  States  eoeetm 
themselves,  at  the  present  time,  entitled  ko^ 
ecnte  their  fisheries  within  the  limits  of  ibeBrt* 
ish  sovereignly,  and  to  use  British  territories  ^ 
purposes  connected  with  the  fisheries. 

A  pretension  of  this  kind  was  cenaioif  m^ 
mated  on  a  former  occasion,  but  in  a  miBOtf  < 
obscure  that  His  MajesiySi  <3overonieot  •« 
not  enabled  even  to  conjecture  the  groaid9B?i> 
which  it  could  be  supported. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  not  h^  '^ 
give  to  the  argument  contained  in  the  letter  i 
the  S5th  ultimo  a  candid  and  delibente  eotn^ 
ration ;  and,  although  they  are  compelled  > 
resist  the  claim  of  the  United  Slates,  whet  tks 
brought  forward  as  a  question  of  ri|:hc,  tbef  f<e 
every  dispoeition  to  afford  to  thecitiseasof  ik^ 
States  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  coflo«'ii 
with  the  fisheries  which  can  eonatst  witJi  ihe;^ 
rights  and  interests  of  Gkeat  Britain,  sod  vx^ 
His  Majesty's  subjects  from  those  nodae  noicr 
tationsin  their  fisheries  which  they  have  foro'f'! 
experienced  from  citizens  of  the  United  Sa<^ 
The  Minister  of  the  United  Slates  appeirs.!)^ 
his  letter,  to  be  well  aware  that  Great  Briwi 
has  always  considered  the  liberty  fonnerif  <f 
joyed  by  the  United  States  of  fishing  wiikfl 
British  llmiu,  and  osiof  British  territorft  •' 'l 
rived  from  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  l'^ 
and  from  that  alone  j  and  that  the  claim  of » 
independent  State  to  occupy  and  use  st  its  di' 
cretion  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  sDoi)i|i 
withoat  compensation  or  correspondiag  '^ 
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geoce,  eaaoot  rest  on  any  other  fooadatioD  ibao 
eoDreotioDal  stipalation.  It  is  uaneeessary  to 
inqoire  into  the  motives  which  mi^ht  have  ori- 
gioaHy  influenced  Great  Britain  in  conceding 
inch  liberties  to  the  United  States,  or  whether 
other  articles  of  the  treatv  wherein  these  liberties 
are  specified  did,  or  did  not,  in  fact,  afford  an 
equivaleot  for  them,  because  all  the  stipulations 
profess  to  he  founded  on  reciprocal  advantages 
and  moioai  convenience.  If  the  United  States 
derived  from  that  treaty  privileges  from  which 
other  jodepeodent  nations  not  admitted  by  treaty 
were  ezeladed,  the  dnration  of  the  privileges 
mast  depend  on  the  duration  of  the  Instrnment 
bv  which  they  were  granted ;  and  if  the  war 
abrogated  the  treaty,  it  determined  the  privileges. 
It  has  been  urged,  indeed,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  of  a  pecu- 
liar character,  and  that,  because  it  contained  a 
recognition  of  American  Independence,  it  could 
Dot  be  abrogated  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  parties.  To  a  position  of  this  novel  nature 
Great  Britain  cannot  accede.  She  knows  of  no 
exception  to  the  rale,  that  all  treaties  are  put  an 
end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  same 
ptrties:  she  cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  give  to 
her  diplomatic  relations  with  one  State  a  differ- 
ent degree  of  permanency  from  that  on  which 
her  conne^on  with  all  other  States  depends. 
Nor  can  she  consider  any  one  State  at  liberty  to 
assign  to  a  treaty  made  with  her  such  a  peculiarity 
of  character  as  shall  make  it,  as  to  duration,  an  ex- 
ception to  all  other  treaties,  in  order  to  found,  on 
a  peculiarity  thus  assumed,  an  irrevocable  title  to 
all  iodaigenees,  which  have  ail  the  features  of 
temporary  concessions. 

The  Treatjr  of  Ghent  has  been  brought  forward 
by  the  American  Minister  as  supporting,  by  its 
reference  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United 
States,  as  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  opinion 
that  the  ueaty  of  1783  was  not  abrogated  by  the 
war.  The  undersigned,  however,  cannot  observe 
in  any  one  of  its  articles  any  express  or  implied 
reference  to  the  treaty  of  1783  as  still  in  force. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  main  object  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  was  the  mutual  restoration  of 
all  territory  taken  by  either  party  from  the  other 
during  the  war.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of 
such  a  stipulation,  each  party  reverted  to  their 
boundaries  as  before  the  war,  without  referenne 
to  the  title  by  which  these  possessions  were  ac- 
quired, or  to  the  mode  in  which  their  boundaries 
had  been  previously  fixed.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
Uoited^  States  had  before  acquired  possession  of 
territories  asserted  to  depend  on  other  titles  than 
those  which  Great  Britain  could  confer.  The 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  indeed,  adverted,  as  a  fact  of 

Cssion,  to  certain  boandariea  of  the  United 
js  whieh  were  specified  in  the  treaty  of  1783  j 
bat  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  therefore 
the  treaty  of  1783  was  not  considered  at  an  end. 
It  is  jastly  stated  by  the  American  Minister 
that  the  United  States  did  not  need  a  new  grant 
of  the  boundary  line.  The  war  did  not  arise  out 
of  a  contested  boundary;  and  Great  Britain, 
therefore,  by  the  act  of  ueating  with  the  United 


States,  recognised  that  nation  In  its  former  di- 
mensions, exeepting  so  far  as  the  jm  bdli  had 
interfered  with  them  ;  and  it  was  the  object  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  cede  such  rights  to  terri- 
tory as  the  Jmr  belli  had  conferred. 

Still  less  does  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, as  demanded  by  the  British  negotiators 
at  Gnent,  in  any  manner  express  or  imply  the 
non-abrogation  of  the  treaty  of  1783  by  the  sub- 
sequent war.  It  was  brought  forward  by  them 
as  one  of  many  advantages  they  were  desirous  of 
securing  to  Great  Britain;  and  if  in  the  first  in- 
stance demanded  withoot  equivalent,  it  left  it 
open  to  the  negotiators  of  the  United  States  to 
claim  for  their  Government,  in  the  course  of  their 
conferences,  a  corresponding  benefit.  The  Ameri- 
can Minister  will  recollect  that  propositions  of 
this  nature  were  at  one  time  under  discussion, 
and  that  they  were  only  abandoned  at  the  time 
that  Great  Britain  relinquished  her  demand  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  If,  then,  the 
demand  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  can  be  sup- 
posed to  have  given  any  weight  to  the  present 
argument  of  the  United  States,  the  abandonment 
of  that  demand  must  have  effectually  removed  it. 

It  is  by  no  means  unusual  for  treaties  contain- 
ing recognitions  and  acknowledgments  of  title, 
in  the  nature  of  perpetual  obligation,  to  contain, 
likewise,  grants  of  privileges  liable  to  revocation. 
The  treaty  of  1783,  like  many  others,  contained 
provisions  of  different  characters — some  in  their 
own  nature  irrevocable,  and  others  of  a  tempos 
rary  nature.  If  it  be  thence  inferred  that,  be- 
cause some  advantages  specified  in  that  treaty 
would  not  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  war,  therefore 
all  the  other  advantages  were  intended  to  be 
equally  permanent,  it  must  first  be  shown  that 
the  advantages  themselves  are  of  the  same,  or  at 
least  of  a  similar  character;  for  the  character  of 
one  advantage  recognised  or  conceded  by  treaty 
can  have  no  connexion  with  the  character  of 
another,  though  conceded  by  the  same  instru- 
ment, unless  it  arises  out  ot  a  strict  and  neces- 
sary connexion  between  the  advantages  them- 
selves. But  what  necessary  connexion  can  there 
be  between  a  right  to  independence  and  a  liberty 
to  fish  within  British  jurisdiction,  or  to  use  Brit- 
ish territory  ?  Liberties  within  British  limits  are 
as  capable  of  being  exercised  by  a  dependent,  as 
by  an  independent  State,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
be  the  necessary  consequence  of  independence. 

The  independence  of  a  State  is  that  which 
cannot  be  correctly  said  to  be  granted  by  a  treaty, 
but  to  be  acknowledged  by  one.  In  the  treaty  or 
1783,  the  independence  ot  the^^ited  States  waa 
certainly  acknowledged,  not^Bely  by  the  con- 
sent to  make  the  treaty,  but  i^he  previous  con- 
sent to  enter  into  the  provisional  articles  exe- 
cuted in  November,  1782.  The  independence 
might  have  been  acknowledged  without  either 
the  treaty  or  the  provisional  articles;  but,  by 
whatever  mode  acknowledged,  the  acknowledg- 
ment is,  in  its  own  nature,  irrevocable.  A  power 
of  revoking,  or  even  of  modifying  it,  would  be 
destructive  of  the  thing  itself;  anc^  therefore,  all 
such  power  is  necessarily  renounced  when  the 
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ftcknowIedgmeDt  is  made.  The  war  could  not 
put  an  end  to  it,  for  the  reason  justly  assigned  by 
the  American  Minister,  because  a  nation  could 
not  forfeit  its  sorereignty  by  the  act  of  exercising 
it;  and  for  the  further  reason,  that  Qreat  Britain, 
when  she  declared  war  on  her  part  against  the 
United  States,  gave  them,  by  that  very  act,  a  new 
recognition  of  their  independence. 

The  nature  of  the  liberty  to  fish  within  Brit- 
ish limits,  or  to  use  British  territory,  is  essen- 
tially different  from  the  right  to  independeDce, 
in  all  that  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  regard 
its  intended  duration.  Tne  grant  of  this  liberty 
has  all  the  aspect  of  a  policy  temporary  and  ex- 
perimental, depending  on  the  use  that  might  be 
made  of  it,  on  the  condition  of  the  islands  and 
places  where  it  was  to  be  exercised,  and  the  more 
general  conveniences  or  inconveniences,  in  a 
military,  naval,  or  commercial  point  of  view,  re- 
sulting from  the  access  of  an  independent  nation 
to  such  islands  and  places. 

When,  therefore.  Great  Britain,  admitting  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  denies  their 
right  to  the  liberties  for  which  they  now  contend, 
it  is  not  that  she  selects  from  the  treaty,  articles, 
or  parts  of  articles,  and  says,  at  her  own  will, 
this  stipulation  is  liable  to  forfeiture  by  war,  and 
that  it  is  irrevocable;  but  the  principle  of  her 
reasonin|[  is,  that  such  distinctions  arise  out  of 
the  provisions  themselves,  and  are  founded  on 
the  very  nature  of  the  grants.  But  the  righu  ac- 
knowledjB^ed  by  the  treaty  of  1783  are  not  only 
distinguishable  from  the  liberties  conceded  bv 
the  same  treaty,  in  the  foundation  upon  whicn 
they  stand,  but  they  are  carefully  distinguished 
in  the  treaty  of  1783  itself.  The  undersigned 
begs  to  call  the  attention  of  the  American  Minis- 
ter to  the  wording  of  the  first  and  third  articles, 
to  which  he  has  often  referred,  for  the  foundation 
of  his  arguments.  In  the  first  article,  Qreat  Brit- 
ain acknowledges  an  independence  already  ex- 
pressly recognised  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  and 
by  herself,  in  her  consent  to  enter  into  |)rovisional 
articles,  of  November,  1782.  In  the  third  article. 
Great  Britain  acknowledges  the  right  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land and  other  places,  from  which  Great  Britain 
has  no  right  to  exclude  an  independent  nation. 
But  they  are  to  have  the  liberty  to  cure  and  dry 
them  in  certain  unsettled  places  within  His  Ma- 
jesty's territory.  If  these  liberties,  thus  granted, 
were  to  be  as  perpetual  and  indefeasible  as  the 
rights  previously  recognised^  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States  would  hm  admitted  a  variation  of  lan- 
guage so  adaptlllh||o  produce  a  different  impres- 
sion ;  and,  above  all,  that  they  should  have  ad- 
mitted so  strange  a  restriction  of  a  perpetual  and 
indefeasible  ri^ht  as  that  with  which  the  article 
concludes^  which  leaves  a  right  so  practical  and 
80  beneficial  as  this  is  admitted  to  be^  dependent 
on  the  will  of  British  subjects,  in  their  character 
of  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  possessors  of  the 
soil,  to  prohibit  its  exercise  altogether. 

It  is  surely  obvious  that  the  word  right  is, 
throughout  the  treaty,  used  as  applicable  to  what 


the  United  States  were  to  enioy,  in  virtue  of  i 
recognised  independence;  and  the  word  Uber, 
to  wnat  they  were  to  enjoy,  as  concessions  sxriro 
dependeot  on  the  treaty  itself. 

The  right  of  the  United  States  liaa  bees  t 
serted  upon  other  arguments,  which  appetr: 
the  undersigned  not  altogether  consistent  tz 
those  that  had  been  pre vioosly  advanced.  Irk 
been  argued  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  Sux 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  did  not  confer  upon  ai 
United  States  the  liberty  of  fishing  witiua  B& 
ish  jurisdiction,  and  using  British,  tem'torf,  be 
merely  recognised  a  riffht  which  they  prerioasfr 
had;  and  it  naa  been  thence  inferred  chsttbftTC- 
cognition  of  this  right  renders  it  as  perpetQil  t* 
that  of  their  independence. 

If  the  treaty  or  1783  did  not  confer  the  Ubc 
ties  in  question,  the  undersigned  cannot  VBde- 
stand  why,  in  their  support,  the  point  sheslf 
have  been  so  much  pressed,  that  the  treaty  is  it 
force  notwithstanding  the  subsequent  war.  lib 
stated  by  the  American  Minister,  the  time  of  s 
settlement  of  North  America  was  the  origm :: 
the  liberties  of  the  United  States  in  respect  t 
the  fisheries,  and  their  independence,  as  reca;- 
nised  in  1783,  was,  as  further  argued  by  him.  i 
mere  recc^ition  of  rights  and  ii^rties  previous:* 
existing,  (which  must  have  been  in  virtue  of  the 
independence,)  it  would  seem  to  follow  tliat  tte: 
independence  was  recognised  from  the  time  ^ 
the  settlement  of  North  America — for  no  oc^ 
period  can  be  assigned.  The  undersigned  is  su- 
tally  unable  to  coflect  when  the  Americas  Uifi* 
ister  considers  the  independence  of  his  couvt 
to  have  commenced ;  vet  this  is  a  point  of  n 
small  importance,  if  otner  rights  are  to  be  repR- 
sen  ted  as  coeval  with  it,  or  dependent  on  it 

As  to  the  origin  of  these  privileges,  in  pcunt^' 
fact,  the  undersigned  is  ready  to  admit  thsis 
long  as  the  United  States  constituted  a  ps-tdJ 
the  dominions  of  His  Majesty,  the  inhabiasu 
had  the  enjoyment  of  them,  as  tney  had  of  other 
political  and  commercial  advantages,  in  commot 
with  his  Majesty's  subjects.  But  they  hid,  i: 
the  same  time,  in  common  with  His  Mtjescy'i 
other  subjects,  duties  to  perform;  and  whe&the 
United  States,  by  their  separation  from  Grei: 
Britain,  became  released  from  the  duties,  tbr 
became  excluded  also  from  the  advantages  ;: 
British  subjects.  They  cannot,  therefore,  cct 
claim,  otherwise  than  bv  treaty,  the  exercised 
privileges  belonging  to  them  as  British  subj^ii 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  admit,  on  the  pan  i 
Great  Britain,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  wh.d 
she  enjoyed  previous  to  the  separation. 

If  it  be  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  Uaitai 
States,  that,  in  consequence  or  having  been  olu 
a  part  of  the  British  dominions,  thef  are  oc^ 
entitled,  as  of  rightj  to  ail  the  privileges  whi:S 
they  enjoyed  as  British  subjects,  in  additi(»ij 
those  which  they  have  as  an  independent  peofik 
the  undersigned  cannot  too  strongly  protest  agtifij 
such  a  doctrine ;  and  it  must  become  doabfy  dc 
cessarjr  for  Great  Britain  to  hesitate  in  concedisj 
the  privileges  which  are  now  the  subject  of  d» 
cnsslon,  lest,  by  sach  a  concession,  she  shoold  & 
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opposed  to  eomiteaaiiee  mpriAeipie  not  leas  novel 
hao  alarm  ioff. 

fiat,  thoagE  Qfeat  Britain  can  nerer  admit  the 
laim  of  the  United  States  to  enjoy  those  liber- 
ies, with  remet  to  the  fisheries,  at  matter  of 
ight,  she  is  Sy  no  means  insensible  to  some  of 
hose  considerations  with  which  the  letter  of  the 
^.merican  Minister  concludes. 

Aithoogh  His  Majesty's  Qorernment  cannot 
idmit  that  the  claim  of  the  American  fishermen 
0  fish  within  British  jurisdiction,  and  to  use  the 
British  territory  for  purposes  connected  with 
heir  fishery,  ia  analogous  to  the  indulgence 
vhich  has  been  granted  to  enemy's  subjects  en- 
^ged  in  fishing  on  the  high  seas,  for  the  purpose 
)f  conreying  fresh  fish  to  market,  yet  they  do  feel 
hat  the  enjojrment  of  the  liberties,  formerly  used 
)y  the  iohabitants  of  the  United  States,  mav  be 
rery  eonducive  to  their  national  and  individual 
>ro8perity,  though  they  should  be  placed  under 
iome  modifications;  and  this  feeliug  operates 
nost  forcibly  in  faror  of  concession.  But  Great 
Britain  can  only  ofier  the  concession  in  a  way 
vhich  shall  effectually  protect  her  own  subjects 
rom  such  obstructions  to  their  lawful  enterprises 
s  they  too  frequently  experienced  immediately 
treyious  to  the  late  war,  and  which  are,  from 
heir  very  nature,  calculated  to  produce  collision 
ind  disunion  between  the  two  States. 

It  was  not  of  fair  competition  that  His  Majes- 
y's  Government  had  reason  to  complaiui  but  of 
he  preoccupation  of  British  harbors  and  creeks, 
n  North  America,  by  the  fishing  vessels  of  the 
Joited  States,  and  the  forcible  exclusion  of  Brlt- 
sh  vessels  from  places  where  the  fishery  might 
>e  most  advantageously  conducted.  They  had, 
ikewise,  reason  to  complain  of  the  clandestine 
Qtroduetion  of  prohibited  goods  into  the  British 
tolonies  bv  American  vessels  ostensibly  engaged 
n  the  fishing  trade,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
British  revenue. 

The  undersigned  has  felt  It  incumbent  on  him 
has  generally  to  notice  these  obstructions,  in  the 
lope  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  be  directed  to  the  subject  3 
ind  that  they  oiay  be  induced,  amicably  and  cor- 
iialiy,  to  co-operate  with  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  devising  such  regulations  as  shall  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  similar  inconveniences. 
,  His  Majesty's  Government  are  willing  to  enter 
into  nesotiations  with  the  Government  of  the 
uoiied  Slates  for  the  modified  renewal  of  the  lib- 
erties in  question;  and  they  doubt  not  that  an 
irraogement  may  be  made  satisfactory  to  both 
eoantries,  and  tending  to  confirm  the  amity  now 
H>  happily  subsisting  between  them. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tanit  of  renewing  to  Mr.  Adams  th^  assurances 
of  his  high  consideration.  BATHURST. 


Bxtrad  of  a  letter  fnm  Mt.  AdauM^  Envotft  4e.«  at 
London^  to  the  Seeretary  of  Staitt  ^(^ted 

LonnoH,  Januarp  22^  1816. 
1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  reply  to  Lord 
^thurst's  note  concerning  the  fisheries.    It  hu 


been  delayed  by  an  illness  which,  for  sevacal 
weeks,  disabled  me  from  writing. 

Eepfy  to  thenote  ofLordBatkunt,  of  October  80,  ISift. 
13  Craven  Street,  Jan.  22^  1816. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  received,  and  communicated  to 
the  (Government  of  the  United  States,  the  answer 
of  Lord  Bathurst  to  a  letter  which  he  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  to  his  Lordship  on  the  25th 
of  September  last,  representing  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  American  Government  consider  the 
people  of  the  United  States  entitled  to  all  the 
rigiits  and  liberties  in,  and  connected  With,  the 
fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  North  America,  which 
had  been  enjoyed  by  them  previously  to  the 
American  Revolution,  and  which,  by  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  were  recog- 
nised by  Great  Britain  as  rights  and  liberties  be- 
longing to  them.    The  reply  to  Lord  Bathurst's 
note  has  been  delayed  by  circumstances  which  it 
is  unnecessary  to  detail.    It  is  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  alone  to  decide  upon 
the  proposal  of  a  negotiation  upon  the  subject. 
That  they  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  agree 
upon  arrangements  which  may  obviate  and  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  those  inconveniences  stated 
to  have  resulted  from  the  exercise  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States  of  these  rights  and  liberties, 
is  not  to  be  doubted ;  but  as  Lord  Bathurst  ap- 
pears to  have  understood  some  of  the  observations 
in  the  letter  of  the  undersigned  as  importing  in- 
ferences not  intended  by  him,  and  as  some  of  his 
Lordship's  remarks  particularly  require  a  reply, 
it  is  presumed  that,  since  Lord  Castlereagh's  re- 
turn, it  will,  with  proprietv.  be  addressed  to  him. 
It  had  been  stated,  in  the  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
that  the  treatv  of  peace  of  1783  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  was  of  a  peculiar 
nature,  and  bore  in  that  nature  a  character  of 
permanency,  not  subject,  like  many  of  the  ordi- 
nary contracts  between  independent  nations,  to 
abrc^tion  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  same 
parties.    His  Lordship  not  only  considers  this  as 
a  position  of  a  novel  nature,  to  which  Great  Brit- 
ain cannot  accede^  but  as  claiming  for  the  diplo- 
matic relations  or  the  United  States  with  her  a 
different  degree  of  permanency  from   that  on 
which  her  connexions  with  all  other  States  de- 
pend.   He  denies  the  right  of  any  one  State  to 
assip^n  to  a  treaty  made  with  her  such  a  pecu- 
liarity of  character  as  to  make  it  in  duration  an 
exception  to  all  other  treaties,  in  order  to  found 
on  a  peculiarity  thus  assumed  an  irrevocable 
title  to  all  induUences  which  (he  alleges)  have 
all  the  features  01  temporary  concessions ;  and  he 
adds,  in  unqualified  terms,  that  "  Great  Britain 
knows  of  no  exception  to  the  rule  that  all  treaties 
are  put  an  end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  same  parties." 

The  under8ijg;ned  explicitly  disavows   every 

Ereteoce  of  claiming,  for  the  diplomatic  relations 
etween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  a 
degree  of  permanency  different  from  that  of  the 
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sane  relaiioM  between  either  of  the  parties  avd 
all  other  Powers.  He  ^isdaims  all  pretenee  of 
assigoing  Co  aof  treslf  between  the  two  nations 
may  peeuliarity  not  foaoded  in  the  natoce  of  tbe 
treaty  itself.  Bat  he  snbmits  to  the  candor  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  the  treatf  of 
1783  was  not,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  subject- 
matter,  and  from  the  relations  previoasly  existing 
between  the  parties  to  it,  peculiar  ?  Whether  it 
was  a  treaty  which  could  have  been  made  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  any  other  nation  ?  And. 
if  not,  whether  the  whole  scope  and  objects  of  its 
stipulations  were  not  expressly  intended  to  con- 
stitute a  new  and  permanent  state  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  which  would 
not,  and  could  not,  be  annulled  bv  the  mere  fact 
of  a  subsequent  war  between  them  ?  And  he 
makes  this  appeal  with  the  more  eonfideace,  be- 
cause another  part  of  Lord  Bathurst's  note  ad- 
mits that  treaties  often  contain  recognitions  and 
acknowledgments  in  the  nature  of  perpetual  ob- 
ligation, and  because  it  implicitly  admits  that  Che 
whole  treaty  of  1783  is  of  this  character,  with  the 
exception  ot  the  articleconcerning  the  naviga* 
tion  of  the  Mississippi*  and  a  small  part  of  the 
article  concerning  the  fisheries. 

The  position  that  ''Great  Britain  knows  of  no 
exception  to  the  rule  that  all  treaties  are  put  an 
end  to  by  a  subsequent  war  between  the  bame 
parties.''  appears  to  the  undersigned  not  only 
novel,  out  unwarranted  by  any  of  the  received 
authorities  upon  the  laws  of  nations;  unsauc- 
tioned  by  the  practice  and  usages  of  sovereiso 
States ;  suited,  in  its  tendency,  to  multiply  the 
incitements  to  war.  and  to  weaken  the  ties  of 
peace  between  inaependent  nations;  and  not 
easily  reconciled  with  the  admission  that  treaties 
not  unusually  contain,  together  with  articles  of 
a  temporary  character,  liable  to  revocation,  re- 
cognitions, and  acknowledgments  in  the  nature 
of  perpetual  obligation. 

A  recognition  or  acknowledgment  of  title, 
stipulated  by  convention,  is  as  much  a  part  of 
the  treaty  as  any  other  article;  and  if  all  treaties 
are  abrogated  by  war^  the  recognitions  and  ac- 
knowledgments contained  in  them  must  neces^ 
sarily  be  null  and  void,  as  much  as  any  other 
part  of  the  treaty. 

If  there  be  no  excej^tion  to  the  rule  that  war 
pots  an  end  to  all  treaties  between  the  parties  to 
It,  what  can  be  the  purpose  or  meaning  of  those 
articles  which.  In  almost  all  treaties  of  commerce, 
are  provided  expressly  for  the  contingencr  or 
war,  and  which,  during  the  peace,  are  without 
operation  7  On  this  point,  the  undersigned  would 
refer  Lord  Castlereagh  to  the  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1794  bettveen  the  United  States  and 
GreatBritain,  where  it  is  thus  stipule  ted:  "Neither 
the  debts  due  from  individuals  of  the  one  nation 
to  the  Individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  nor 
moneys,  which  they  may  have  in  the  public 
funds,  or  in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shall 
ever,  in  any  event  of  war,  or  national  differences, 
be  sequestered  or  confiscated."  If  war/ puts  an 
end  to  all  treaties,  what  could  the  parties  to  this 
engagement  intend  by  making  it  formally  an  ar- 


fiele  of  the  treaty  t  AeendimgUf  ch«  viaa^ 
laid  down,  excluding  all  exception,  br  Loid  h- 
thurst's  aote^  the  moment  a  war  bre«  oet  k- 
tween  the  two  conntriet  this  ttipstlation  beam 
a  dead  letter,  and  either  State  niylit  hare^ 
questered  or  eonfiseated  those  specified  pio^ 
ties,  without  any  violaiion  of  eompaet  betvta 
the  nations. 

The  undersiffned  believes  ibat  there  are  ib» 
exceptions  to  tne  rale  by  which  the  trttties  W- 
tween  natrons  are  mutually  eoneidered  as  ters- 
•aied  by  the  interrention  of  a  war  ;  tiai  thea 
exeepttens  extend  to  ail  engagemeats  rsBtraeini 
wKh  the  understanding  that  thef  are  toownie 
equally  in  war  and  peace,  or  exelnsireW  dnnif 
war;  to  all  engagements  by  whieh  ihe  parte 
superadd  the  sanction  of  a  formal  eonpsetsr 
principles  dictated  by  the  eternal  laws  of  bio4 
ity  and  hamanity;  and,  finally,  to  all  eagi^ 
meats  which,  according  to  the  expreasioas  li 
Lord  fiathurst'ii  note,  are  in  theaatore  of  perpe- 
ual  obligation.  To  the  first  and  eecoad  of  thai 
classes  may  be  referred  the  tenth  article  of  !M 
treaty  of  1794,  and  all  treaties  or  articles  of  tier 
ties  stipniatiiig  the  abolition  of  the  slave  tnk 
The  treaty  of  peace  of  1783  belooge  te  the  iki^i 

The  reasoning  of  Lord  Bathurst's  note  aetm 
to  confine  this  perpetuity  of  obligation  io  reccf 
nitions  and  acknowledgments  of  title,  and  toco^ 
aider  its  perpetual  nature  as  resoltiag  from  ^ 
subject-ma uer  of  the  contract,  and  act  frofo  tht 
en^gement  of  the  contractor.     While  Gmt 
Britein  leaves  the  United  States  onoioleiNttf  is 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages,  righasal 
liberties  stipulated  in  their  behalf  in  the  tresircf 
1783,  it  is  immaterial  to  them  whether  she  foea^ 
her  conduct  upon  the  mere  fact  that  the  Usi-c^ 
States  are  in  possession  of  such  rights,  or  v^ 
ther  she  is  governed  by  good  fiiith  and  resper 
for  her  own  engagements.    Bat  if  she  cootf«s 
any  one  of  them,  it  is  to  her  enffagemeati  calr 
that  the  United  States  can  appeal  as  the  rnlefoc 
settling  the  question  of  rl^ht.    If  this  appeal  be 
rejected,  it  ceases  to  be  a  discussion  of  right;  sa^ 
this  obsenration  applies  as  strongly  to  iwr  rteo^ 
nition  of  indepennence,  and  to  the  boandary  iiee 
in  the  treaty  of  1789,  as  to  the  fisheries.  It  if 
truly  observed  by  Lord  Bathurst,  that  in  tht! 
treaty  the  independence  of  the  United  States  wa 
not  granted,  but  acknowledged.    He  adds,  that 
It  might  have  been  acknovnedged  witboiH  set 
treaty,  and  that  the  acknowledgment,  in  whsf- 
erer  mode  made,  would  have  been  irrerocabb. 
But  the  independence  of  the  United  States  wis 
precisely  the  question  upon  which  a  prerioas  wit 
between  them  and  Qreat  Britain  had  been  wagei 
Other  nations  might  acknowledge  their   inde- 
pMendence  without  a  treaty,  because  they  had  w 
right,  or  claim  of  right,  to  contest  it;'  but  tiiis 
acknowledffment,  to  he  binding  upon  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, could  nave  been  made  only  by  treaty,  be- 
cause it  included  the  dissolmion  of  oae  soctil 
compact  between  the  parties,  as  well  as  the  for- 
mation of  another.    Peace  could  exist  betweea 
the  two  nations  only  by  the  mutual  pled^  d 
fiiith  to  the  new  aocial  relations  established  be- 
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tveen  lliefll ;  mai  heaee  it  wm  that  the  stipuki- 
tioDs  of  that  treftly  w^e  in  ilw  natofe  of  perptt- 
nal  obligation,  aid  not  iiabie  to  be  forfeited  by 
a  subsequent  war,  or  hj  any  deelaratian  of  the 
will  of  ^ther  party  witkoat  tbe  aaaeai  of  the 
ether. 

In  this  Tiew,  it  eertaioly  was  supposed  br  the 
undersifaed  that  Great  Britain  oonslderea  her 
obligaiioa  to  hold  and  treat  with  tbe  United 
Stales  as  a  sorereiga  and  independent  Power  as 
derired  only  from  the  preliminary  ariieles  of 
178:;,  as  eoBTortcd  into  tbe  definitive  treaty  of 
1783.  The  boundary  line  eoald  obviously  rest 
vpoo  Bo  other  foundation.  The  boundaries  were 
neither  recognitions  nor  aeknowledgments  of  ti- 
tle. They  could  hare  been  fixed  and  settled  onl? 
by  treaty,  and  it  is  to  the  treaty  alone  that  both 
parties  hare  always  referred  in  ail  discussions 
eoaeeraiag  them.  Lord  Bathurat's  note  denies 
that  there  is  in  any  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Qh«at  any  exnrees  or  implied  refer- 
ence to  the  treaty  of  178o,  as  still  in  force.  It 
says  that,  by  the  stipulation  for  a  mutual  restora* 
tion  of  territory,  each  party  necessarily  ^'reverted 
to  their  boundaries  as  before  the  war,  without 
refereace  to  tbe  title  by  which  their  possessions 
were  acqiared,  or  to  the  mode  in  which  their 
boundaries  had  been  previously  fixed.'' 

There  are  four  several  articles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in  every  one  of  which  the  IrcBtv  of 
1783  is  Dot  only  named,  but  its  stipulations  form 
the  ba»i8  of  the  new  engagements  between  the 
parties  for  carrying  iu  provisioas  into  ezecutioii. 
These  articles  are  the  foarth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh.  The  undersigned  refers  particularly  to 
tbe  foarth  article,  where  tbe  boundaries  described 
are  not  adrerted  to  without  reference  to  the  title 
by  which  they  were  acquired  \  but  where  the 
stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  1788  is  expressly  as- 
signed as  the  baais  of  tbe  claima,  both  of  the  Un^ 
led  Sutes  aud  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  islands 
mentioned  in  the  article. 

Tbe  wwds  with  which  the  article  begins  are, 
"^Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thovsand  seven  bun* 
dred  and  ughty-three,  between  His  Britanoie 
Majesty  and  the  United  Stafies  of  America,  that 
tbe  boundary  of  the  United  States  should  com- 
prehend aU  islands,"  dbo. 

It  proceeds  to  describe  the  boundariea  as  there 
attpalaied}  then  alleges  the  claim  of  the  United 
Staios  to  certain  islands,  as  founded  upon  one 

Kn  of  the  stipulation,  and  the  claim  of  Great 
iiaia  as  derived  from  another  part  of  tbestip- 
nlatioo ;  and  agrees  upon  the  appointment  of  two 
commissioaers  '^o  deoide  to  which  of  the  two 
contracting  parties  the  islands  beloiig,  in  con- 
formity with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783.''  The  same  expressions  are  re- 
peated in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles; 
and  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  conceive  by 
nhat  conatructien  of  language  one  of  the  parties 
to  those  articles  can  allege  that,  at  the  time  when 
they  were  signed,  the  treaty  of  1783  was,  or  could 
he,  con&idered  at  an  end. 
^hen,  in  tbe  letter  of  the  undersigned  to  Lord 


Bathursf,  the  treaty  of  1783  was  staifed  to  be  a 
compact  of  a  peculiar  character,  importing  in  its 
own  nature  a  permanence  not  liahie  to  be  an- 
nulled hj  the  fact  of  a  subsequent  war  between 
the  parties,  the  recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  and  the  boundary  line  were 
adduced  as  illiutrations  to  support  the  principle; 
the  language  of  the  abevementioned  articles  in 
tbe  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the  claim  brought  for- 
ward by  Great  Britain,  at  the  nejfotiation  of  it, 
for  the  free  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi,  were 
alleged  as  proofs  that  Great  Britain  herself  so 
considered  it,  excepting  with  regard  to  a  small 
pait  of  the  single  article  relative  to  the  fisheries ; 
and  the  right  of  Great  Britain  was  denied  thus 
to  select  one  particular  stipulation  in  such  a 
treaty,  and  declare  it  to  have  been  abrogated  by 
the  war.  The  answer  of  Lord  Bathurst  denies 
that  Ch'cat  Britain  has  made  stteh  a  selection,  and 
affirma  that  tbe  whole  treaty  of  1783  was  an- 
nulled by  the  late  war.  It  admits,  however,  that 
the  reeognition  of  independence  and  the  bouada* 
ries  was  in  the  nature  of  perpetual  obligation; 
and  that,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  liber- 
ties in  and  connected  with  the  fisheries  within 
British  jurisdiction  on  the  coasts  of  North  Ame- 
rica, the  United  States  are  entitled  to  all  the  ben- 
efits of  all  the  stipulations  in  their  &vor  contained 
in  the  treaty  of  1783,  although  the  stipulatioos 
themselves  are  supposed  to  be  annulled.  Tbe 
fishing  liberties  within  British  jurisdiction  alone 
are  considered  as  a  temporary  grant,  liable  not 
only  to  abrogation  by  war,  but,  as  it  would  seem 
from  the  tenor  of  the  ar^ment,  revocable  at  the 
pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  whenever  she  might 
consider  the  revocation  suitable  to  her  interest. 
The  note  afllrms  that  ''the  libeHy  to  fish  withih 
British  limits,  or  to  use  British  territory,  is  essen- 
tially different  from  the  right  to  independence  in 
all  that  can  reasonably  be  supposed  to  regard  ita 
intended  duration  $  that  tbe  grant  of  this  liberty 
has  all  the  aspect  of  a  policy,  temporary  and  ex- 
perimental, depending  on  tbe  use  that  might  be 
made  of  it,  on  the  condition  of  the  islands  and 
places  where  it  was  to  be  exercised,  and  the  more 
general  conveniences  or  inconveniences,  in  a 
military,  naval,  or  commercial  point  of  view,  re- 
soUtng  trom  the  access  of  an  independent  nation 
to  ancn  islands  and  places." 

The  undersigned  ia  induced,  on  thi^  occasion, 
to  repeat  bis  Lordship's  own  words,  because,  on 
a  careful  and  delibceaie  review  of  the  article  in 
question,  he  u  unable  to  discover  in  it  a  single 
enpression  iudieating,  eveft  in  the  most  distant 
manner,  a  policy,  temporary  or  experimental,  or 
having  the  remotest  connexion  with  military, 
.  naval,  or  commercial  conveniences  or  inconve- 
niences to  Great  Britain.  He  has  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  variation  in  the  terms,  by  which 
the  enjoyment  of  tbe  fisheries  on  the  main  ocean, 
the  common  possession  of  both  nations,  and  the 
same  enjoyment  within  a  small  portion  of  the 
special  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  are  stipula- 
ted in  the  article,  and  recognised  as  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  considers 
the  term  ri^hi  as  importing  an  advantage  to  be 
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enjoytd  ia  t  place  of  eommon  juritdieiion,  aii4 
the  term  liberty  as  rcferriof  to  the  sane  advao* 
tage,  incideDtaily  leading  to  the  borders  of  a  tpe- 
eial  jarisdietioD.  But,  eridentlf ,  neither  of  theoi 
imports  any  limitation  of  time.  Both  were  ex- 
pressions no  less  familiar  to  the  onderscandiags 
than  dear  to  the  hearts  of  both  the  nations  par- 
ties to  the  treat^r*  The  ondersigned  is  persuaded 
it  will  be  readily  admitted  that,  wherever  tbe 
English  langoage  is  the  mother  tongne,  the  term 
liberty^  far  from  inelnding  in  itself  either  limita- 
tion of  time  or  precarionsness  of  tenure,  is  essen- 
tially as  permanent  as  that  of  rights  and  can, 
with  justice,  be  understood  only  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  same  thing ;  and  as  no  limitation  of 
time  is  implied  in  the  term  itself,  so  there  is  none 
expressed  m  any  part  of  the  article  to  which  it 
belong.  The  restriction  at  the  close  of  the  ar- 
ticle is  itself  a  confirmation  of  the  permanency 
which  the  undersigned  contends  belongs  to  every 
part  of  the  article.  The  intention  was,  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  continue  to 
enjoy  all  the  benefiu  of  the  fisheries  which  they 
had  enjoyed  theretofore,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  drying  and  coring  fish  on  the  island  of  New- 
foundland, all  that  JBritish  subjects  should  enjoy 
thereafter.  Among  them,  was  the  liberty  of  dry- 
ing and  curing  fish  on  tbe  shores,  then  nniahab- 
ited,  adjoining  certain  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks. 
But,  when  those  shores  should  become  settled, 
and  thereby  become  private  and  individual  prop- 
ertjr,  it  was  obvious  that  the  liberty  of  drying  and 
curing  fish  upon  them  must  be  conciliated  with 
the  proprietary  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  soil. 
The  same  restriction  would  apply  to  British  fish- 
ermen ;  and  it  was  precisely  because  no  grant  of 
a  new  right  was  intended,  but  merely  the  con- 
tinuance of  what  had  been  previously  enjoyed, 
that  the  restrictioB  most  have  been  assented  to 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  But,  o|K»n  the 
common  and  equitable  rule  of  construction  for 
treaties,  the  expression  of  one  restriction  implies 
the  exclusion  of  all  others  not  expressed ;  and 
thus  the  very  limitation  which  loots  forward  to 
the  time  when  the  unsettled  deserts  should  be* 
come  inhabited,  to  modify  the  enjoyment  of  the 
same  liberty  conformably  to  the  change  of  cir> 
cumsunces,  corroborates  the  eoneloaion  that  the 
whole  purport  of  the  compact  was  permanent 
and  not  temporary— not  experimeniai,  but  defi- 
nitive. 

That  the  term  fighi  was  used  as  applicable  to 
what  the  United  States  were  to  enjoy  in  virtue 
of  a  recoffnised  independence,  and  tbe  word  Ii6- 
eriy  to  wnat  they  were  to  enjoy  as  coneeaaioas 
strictly  dependent  on  the  treaty  itself,  the  under^ 
signed  not  onlv  cannot  admit,  but  considers  as  a 
eoastruction  altogether  unfounded.  If  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  have  been  entitled,  in  virtue  of 
a  recognised  independence,  to  enjo^  the  fisheries 
to  which  the  word  righU  is  applied,  ao  article 
upon  the  subject  would  have  been  required  in 
the  treaty.  Whatever  their  right  might  have 
been.  Great  Briuin  would  not  have  felt  herself 
bound,  without  a  specific  article  to  that  efiect,  to 
acknowledge  it  as  included  among  the  append- 


ages to  their  independeaee.  Had  ahe  not » 
knowiedged  it,  the  United  Statea  moat  have  bn 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  reai^iog  ii,  ors 
maintainiag  it  by  force;  the  reacdt  of  wiuei 
must  have  been  war— the  very  amce  from  wkie: 
the  treaty  was  to  redeem  the  parties.  Tk 
Qreat  Britain  would  not  have  aeinowiedfs 
these  rights  aa  belonging  to  tie  United  Siatei: 
virtue  of  their  inde|»ndeaee,  is  evideac ;  for,  i 
the  cession  of  Nova  Scotia  br  Fraocc  to  Gko. 
Britain,  in  the  twelfth  article  of  tbeTreaifc 
Utrecht,  it  was  expressly  stipulated  tksx,  as  i 
consequence  of  that  cession,  Fienck  Mbjeea 
should  be  thenceforth  "excluded  front  aU  kisd  of 
fishing  in  the  said  seai^  bays,  and  otbcr  pbcaoi 
the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia ;  that  ia  Co  any,  oo  Uoa 
which  lie  towards  the  east,  within  Uurtykassa 
beginning  from  the  island  eomaioalf  called  Si* 
ble,  inclusively,  and  thence  atretehing  sk^ 
towards  the  southwest."  The  same  exclasia 
was  repeated,  with  some  slight  Yariatioa,  is  ik 
treaty  of  peace  of  1763;  aiM,  ia  tlie  cighieai 
article  of  the  same  treaty,  Bpaia  cxpljeitlf  I^ 
nonnced  all  pretensions  to  tae  right  of  fiilii^ 
**in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Newfooai- 
land.''  It  was  not,  therefore,  as  a  aeeessary  n- 
suit  of  their  iodepoidenee  that  Great  Briiaia  n- 
cognised  the  right  of  the  people  of  the  Vaitd 
Statea  to  fish  oa  the  banks  of  Newfoaadland,  i 
the  ''Gulf  of  St.  Lawreaee^"  and  at  all  otis 
places  in  the  sea  where  *Hhe  inhabitants  of  boa 
countries  used,  at  any  time  theretofore,  to  &k' 
She  recognised  it,  by  a  special  stipalatioa. »  s 
right  which  they  had  theretofore  enjoyed  v  t 
pan  of  the  British  nation,  aad  whieh,  as  at  t^ 
dependent  nation,  th^  were  to  contiaae  to  eojsr 
unmolested;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  »hr 
from  considering  it  as  recognised  by  Tirtne  of 
her  acknowledgment  of  independenec^  her  obj«- 
tions  to  admiitmg  it  at  all  formed  one  of  the  ana 
prominent  difficulties  in  iJie  negotiatioa  of  tk 

Seace  of  1783.  It  was  not  asserted  bf  the  ts- 
ersigned,  as  Lord  Bathurst's  note  appears  » 
suppose^  that  either  the  right  or  the  liberty  of  tk 
people  of  the  United  States  in  these  fiaberiei  ass 
indefeasible.  It  was  maintained  that,  ate  ike 
recognition  of  them  by  Great  Britaia.  ia  ^ 
treaty  of  1783,  neither  the  right  nor  the  libcitr 
could  be  forfeited  by  the  United  Stales,  bat  ^ 
their  owa  coaaent ;  uint  no  act  or  deelaiatioa  i 
Great  Britain  alone  could  divest  tbe  Uada 
States  of  them ;  and  that  no  ezelaaioB  of  tkH 
from  the  eajoyment  of  either  could  be  valid.  bs> 
less  expressly  stipulated  by  theniaelTea»  as  m 
done  by  Fraaee  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecbt,  aad  ^ 
France  and  Spain  in  the  peace  of  1703. 

The  undersigned  is  apprehenaive^  frona  checu^ 
neatness  with  which  Lord  Bathurst's  aoceai|se 
to  refute  inferences  which  he  dischuma,  from  ik 
principles  asserted  in  his  letter  to  hia  Uordshipi 
that  he  has  not  expressed  his  meaning  in  tciw 
sufficiently  dear.  He  affirmed  that,  pioTiouiM 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  tbeir  pio 
pie,  as  British  subjects,  had  enjoyed  all  the  ri^kt 
and  liberties  in  the  fisheries,  which  form  tbe  sA 
ject  of  the  present  diwosaion ;  and  that,  wben  t^ 
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wparftdoD  of  the  two  ptrti  of  thenation  was  eon- 
sommated,  by  a  mutual  compact,  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  defiuea  the  rights  and  liberties  which »  by 
the  slipalatioQ  of  both  parties,  the  Uoited  States 
in  their  new  chaMcter  were  to  enjoy.    By  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  ]nde))ettdence  of  the  Uoi- 
ted States,  Great  Britain  bound  herself  to  treat 
them,  thenceforward,  as  a  nation  possessed  of  all 
the  prerogatires  and  attributes  of  sovereign  power. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  were,  thence- 
forward, neither  bound  in  allegiance  to  the  Sot- 
ereign  of  Great  Britain,  nor  entitled  to  his  pro- 
tection, in  the  enioyment  of  any  of  their  rights, 
as  his  subjects.    Their  rights  and  their  duties,  as 
members  of  a  State,  were  defined  and  regulated 
by  their  own  constitutions  and  forms  of  govern- 
ment. Bat  there  were  certain  rights  and  liberties 
which  had  been  enjoyed  by  both  parts  of  the  na- 
tion, while  subjects  of  the  same  sovereign,  which 
it  was  mutually  agreed  they  should  continue  to 
enjoy  uDmoiested;  and,  ttmong  them,  were  the 
rights  and  liberties  in  those  fistieries.    The  fish- 
eries on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  as  well  in 
the  open  seas  as  in  the  neighboring  bays,  gulfsi, 
and  along  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Labra- 
dor, were,  by  the  dispensations  and  the  laws  of 
nature,  in  substance,  only  different  parts  of  one 
fishery.   Those  of  the  open  sea  were  enjoyed  not 
as  a.  common  and  universal  right  of  all  nations ; 
since  the  exclusion  from  them  of  France  and 
Spain,  in  whole  or  in  part,  had  been  expressly 
stipulated  by  those  nations,  and  no  other  nation 
had,  in  face,  participated  in  them.    It  was,  with 
some  exceptions,  an  exclusive  possession  of  the 
British  nation ;  and  in  the  Treaty  of  Separation 
it  was  agreed  that  the  rights  and  liberties  in  them 
should  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by  that  part  of  the 
nation  which  constituted  the  United  States ;  that 
it  should  not  be  a  several,  but,  as  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  a  common  fishery. 
It  was  necessary,  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  fish- 
ery, to  exercise  It  in  conformity  to  the  habits  of 
the  species  of  game  of  which  it  consisted.    The 
pftaees  frequented  by  the  fish  were  those  to  which 
the  fishermen  were  obliged  to  resort,  and  these 
occasionally  brought  them  to  the  borders  of  the 
British  tefritorial  jurlsdietion*  It  was  also  neces* 
aar y,  for  the  prosecution  of  a  part  of  this  fishery, 
that  the  fish,when  caught,  should  be  immediately 
eared  and  dried,  which  could  only  be  done  on  the 
rocks  or  shores  adjoining  the  places  where  they 
ipere  caught;  the  access  to  these  rocks  and  shores, 
for  those  purposes,  was  secured  to  the  people  or 
the  United  States,  as  incidental  and  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fishery ;  it  was  little  more 
than  an  access  to  naked  rocks  and  desolate  sands; 
but  it  was  as  permanently  secured  as  the  right  to 
the  fishery  itself.    No  limitation  was  assigned  of 
time.    Proriaion  was  made  for  the  proprietary 
rights  which  might  at  a  distant  and  future  period 
tnse  by  the  settlement  of  places  then  uninhab- 
ited; but  no  other  limitation  was  expressed  or 
iadicated  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  no  other 
eaa,  either  from  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  article, 
be  taferred. 
Fat,  then,  from  claiming  the  general  righto  and 
ISih  Co2r.2d  Ssaa. 


privileges  belonging  to  British  subjects  within 
the  British  dominions,  as  resulting  from  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  while  at  the  same  time 
asserting  their  exemption  from  the  duties  of  a 
British  allegiance,  the  article  in  question  is  itself 
a  proof  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  hate 
renounced  all  such  claims.  Could  they  have 
pretended  generally  to  the  privileges  of  British 
^subjects,  such  an  article  as  that  relating  to  the 
fisheries  would  have  been  absurd.  There  was  in 
the  treaty  of  1783  no  express  renunciation  of  their 
riffhts  to  the  protection  of  a  British  Sovereign. 
This  renunciation  they  had  madefby  their  decla- 
ration of  independence  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776; 
and  it  was  implied  in  their  acceptance  of  the 
counter-renunciation  of  sovereignty  In  the  treaty 
of  1783.  It  was  precisely  because  they  might 
have  lost  their  portion  of  this  joint  national  prop- 
erty, to  the  acquisition  of  which  they  had  con- 
tributed more  than  their  share,  unless  a  formal 
article  of  the  treaty  should  secure  it  to  them,  that 
the  article  was  introduced.  By  the  British  mu- 
nicipal laws,  which  were  the  laws  of  both  nations, 
the  property  of  a  fishery  is  not  necessarily  in  the 
proprietor  of  the  soil  where  it  is  situated.  The 
soil  may  belong  to  one  individual,  hnd  the  fishery 
to  another.  The  right  to  the  soil  may  be  exclus- 
ive, while  the  fishery  may  be  free,  or  held  in 
common.  And  thus,  while  in  the  partition  of  the 
national  possessions'in  North  Americft,  stipulated 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
snores  washed  by  the  waters  where  this  fishery 
was  placed  was  reserved  to  Great  Britain,  the 
fisheries  themselves,  and  the  accommodations 
essential  to  their  prosecution,  were,  by  mutual 
compact,  agreed  to  be  continued  in  common. 

In  submitting  these  reflections  to  ^he  consider- 
ation of  His  Majesty's  Government,  the  under- 
signed is  duly  sensible  to  the  amicable  and  con- 
ciliatory sentiments  and  dispositions  towards  the 
United  States  manifested  at  the  conclusion  of 
Lord  Bathurst's  note,  which  will  be  met  by  re- 
ciprocal and  corresponding  sentiments  and  dis- 
positions on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment. It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  them  to 
be  assured  that  the  conduciveness  of  the  object 
to  the  national  and  individual  prosperity  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  operates  with 
His  Majesty's  Government  as  a  forcible  motive 
to  concession.  Undoubtedly,  the  participation  in 
the  liberties  of  which  their  right  is  now  main- 
tained, is  far  more  important  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  than  the  exclusive 
enjoyment  of  them  can  be  to  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain.  The  real,  general,  and  ultimate 
interests  of  both  the  nations  on  this  object,  he  is 
fully  convinced  are  the  same.  The  collision  of 
particular  interests  which  heretofore  may  have 
produced  altercations  between  the  fishermen  of 
the  two  nations,  and  the  clandestine  introduction 
of  prohibited  goods  by  means  of  American  fishing 
vessels,  may  be  obviated  by  arrangements  duly 
concerted  between  the  two  Governments.  That 
of  the  Uoited  States,  he  is  persuaded,  will  readily 
co-operate  in  any  measure  to  secure  those  ends 
compatible  with  the  enjoyment  by  the  people  of 
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the  United  Slates  of  the  liberties  to  which  thejr 
consider  their  title  as  aoimpaired,  ioasmoch  as  it 
has  Defer  been  renoonced  hj  themselves. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Casilereagh  to 
accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

JOHN  O.  ADAMS. 

Lord  Viscount  Castubuagb. 


ExtraeU  of  a  Utter  from  ih.  Adama  to  ike  Seareiar}/ 

of  Siaies  dated 

LoNOOH,  Jan.  31, 1816. 

In  my  interview  with  Lord  Casilereagh  on  the 
25(h  instant  we  had  much  conversation^  as  well 
upon  the  topics  which  have  formed  the  subjects 
of  discussion  with  this  Government  during  his 
absence,  as  upon  those  concerning  which  1  have 
recently  been  honored  with  your  instructions. 
As  propositions  for  a  formal  negotiation  had  been 
made  on  both  sides,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  as- 
certain whether  this  Government  would  consider 
the  full  power  under  which  I  had  acted  jointly 
with  my  late  colleagues  as  yet  sufficient  for  con- 
cluding with  me  any  further  conventional  ar- 
rangements. At  the  time  when  we  signed  the 
commercial  convention  of  the  3d  July  last,  we 
had  given  notice  that  the  objects  upon  which  we 
had  been  instructed  to  treat  under  that  full  power, 
were  much  more  extensive  than  those  upon  which 
we  found  it  then  prscticable  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment; but  as  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  in- 
formed us  that  their  powers  would  terminate  on 
the  conclusion  of  that  convention,  I  told  them 
that  I  should  make  no  further  propositions,  unless 
by  virtue  of  subsequent  instructions  from  my  own 
Government ;  and,  in  that  case,  should  address 
them  in  the  ordinary  channel  of  the  Foreign  De- 


partment.   I  now  inquired  of  Lord  Castlereagh 

whether  this  Government  was  now  disposed  to'lsearoen  should  fully  have  been  developed,  aei 
enter  upon  a  further  neffotiatioo,  and,  if  they    '      *  .     .      ^  .. 

were,  whether  they  would  expect  me  to  produce 
a  new  full  power  ?  With  regard  to  the  latter 
point  Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  if  I  should  de- 
clare that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
still  considered  the  joint  power  under  which  I 
had  treated  heretofore  as  in  force,  to  authorise 
me  to  treat  separately,  and  that  the  proposals 
which  I  should  make  were  by  the  instructions  of 
my  Government,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  produce  a  new  power.  As  this 
answer  is  not  perfectly  explicit,  and  as  it  requires 
of  me  a  declaration  of  what  I  must  rather  infer 
than  positively  know,  I  would  request,  as  the 
safest  course,  that  a  new  full  power  may  he  trans- 
mitted to  me. 

Lord  Castlereagh  inquired  what  were  the  sub- 
jects upon  which  we  should  be  desirous  of  treat- 
ing. I  mentioned,  as  the  first  and  most  important, 
that  which  relates  to  seamen;  observing,  the  great 
anxiety  which  was  felt  in  the  United  States  on 
this  subject,  the  principal  source  of  the  late  con- 
test between  the  two  countries,  and  that  from 
which  the  greatest  danger  of  future  dissensions 
was  to  be  apprehended,  unless  some  provision 
should  be  made  during  the  peace  to  prevent  the 


recurrence  of  the  aaaoe  evils  whensoever  a  set 
war  may  take  place. 

I  noticed  the  new  recommendation  is  tk 
President's  Message  to  Congress,  of  a  lav  fit 
confining  the  navigation  of  American  vessels  & 
American  seamen,  and  the  solicitude  maoifesid 
b^  the  President  that  it  naay  lead  to  the  ton 
discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impressaest  i 
our  vessels.  Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  bis  a& 
faction,  at  what  he  termed  this  change  of  poiki 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  but,  far  fna 
appearing  to  think  it  a  motive  for  Great  fimia 
to  stipulate  bv  treaty  to  forbear  the  pnetiee  oi 
impressment,  he  intimated  the  opinion  that  tiiis 
measure  of  the  United  States,  if  fisirly  idopftcd, 
and  properly  carried  into  executioo,  woald  niher 
make  any  arrangement  between  the  two  Datnii 
unnecessary.  He  said  that  its  coaaequeaees  oms 
be,  that  there  would  be  no  British  seamen  os  bod 
of  American  vessels  to  take,  and,  if  so,  ihatk 
practice  of  taking  them  would  cease  of  conx. 
tie  remarked  that,  as  the  inconventeaee  di^  ui 
exist  during  peac^  it  might  be  doubled  wbetbefi; 
was  the  most  seasonable  lime  for  adiseossioo,Dpot 
which  there  was  such  a  different  aod  opp<»iK 
view  in  point  of  principle  entertained  by  the  tve 
Governments.  And,  although  I  urged  that  ut 
time  of  peace,  when  there  was  no  iraoedisie  ifr 
terest  of  either  party  at  stake,  and  when  ike  M 
inys  on  both  sides  would  be  cool  and  composei 
might* be  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  mutotl  «!»( 
for  closing  this  fruitful  source  of  disseasioos.  ^ 
was  not  inclined  to  that  opinion.  He  iotioiie^ 
that  there  was  still  in  England  a  very  sirosf  ui 
highly  irritable  feeling  on  this  subject;  thai  ibe 
Government  could  not  incur  the  responsi'iliiT<3t 
concession  in  relation  to  it;  that  it  would  be  it* 
expedient  to  wait  until  the  new  policy  of  lie 
United  States  for  encouraging  their  own  oaiift 


by  iu  consequences,  have  proved  that  Gio^ 
Britain  woulci  not  need  impressment  to  prestm 
herself  from  the  loss  of  her  own  seames.  H( 
added,  nevertheless,  that  the  British  Gk»verona|( 
would  always  be  ready  to  hear  proposals  oa  tbis 
subject,  and  to  adopt  arrangements  which  n^ 
guard  against  abuses  in  the  exercise  of  ^ 
rights. 

I  shall  give  you,  in  m jr  next,  the  sequel  of  i^ 
conference,  the  result  oi  which  has  confirmed  i^ 
the  opinions,  with  regard  to  the  policy  of  i^ 
Government,  which  I  gave  you  in  my  last  ^ 
spatch.  There  appears  to  ne  no  prospect  (b«. 
under  the  present  ministry,  aay  conveniiooal  it* 
rangemeot  for  renouncing  the  practice  of  impreA- 
ment  will  be  atuinable ;  and  you  will  obser re  ii( 
new  argument  which  Lord  Castlereagh  derives 
against  such  a  stipulation,  from  the  measures  r»- 
ommended  by  the  President  for  excluding  forei^ 
seamen  from  our  service.  There  is  do  immediaie 
prospect  of  any  maritime  war,  nor,  indeed,  ao! 
remote  discernible  prospect  of  such  a  war,  wii^ 
the  United  States  neutral  to  iu  As  the  oceor* 
rence,  however,  is  not  impossible,  aod  as  tfaeoot* 
rage  of  that  practice  cao  never  be  tolerated  bj  t 
aaaon  of  the  strength  and  resources  to  which  tlK 
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[Jnited  States  mre  risiiif ,  it  caanot  too  forcibly  be 
urged  upon  their  conrictioiif  that  the  only  means 
^f  protecting  their  seafaring  citizens  in  the  en- 
joyment of  their  rights,  will  consist  in  the  energy 
ivith  which  they  shall  be  asserted. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  1&.  Adenm  to  the  Seeretmy 

if  State,  dated 

LoHooN,  February  8, 1816. 

*  In  relation  to  the  fisheries  little  was  said.  He 
;old  me  that  he  had,  the  evening  before,  read  mv 
lote  to  him  concerning  them ;  that  the  British 
j^overnment  would  adhere  to  their  principle  re- 
pecting  the  treaty,  and  to  the  ezclusive  rights  of 
heir  territorial  jurisdiction ;  but  that  they  had  no 
^ish  to  prevent  us  from  fishing,  and  would  readily 
nter  into  a  negotiation  for  an  arrangement  on 
his  subject. 

[NoTB. — See  ante,  fbr  Mr.  Adams'a  letten  of  17th 
^eoruary,  1816,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State  and  Lord 
/sstlereagh.] 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adame. 
Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb,  Feb.  27, 1816. 

Sir  :  It  beiog  represented,  by  your  letter  of  the 
th  of  November,  that  the  British  Government 
ras  disposed  to  regulate,  in  concert  with  the 
Tnited  States,  the  taking  of  fish  on  the  coasts, 
ays,  and  creeks,  of  all  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
omintons  in  America,  and  the  curing  and  dry- 
ig  of  fish  by  their  eitiaens  on  the  unsettled  bays, 
arbors,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen 
ilands,  and  Labrador,  in  such  manner  as  to  pro- 
lote  the  interest  of  both  nations,  you  will  con- 
ider  this  letter  an  authority  and  instruction  to 
egotiate  a  convention  for  these  purposes. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


i6*.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adame* 
Dbpartmbmt  op  Statr,  Feb.  TH^  1816. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last,  of  the  lOih  of  December, 

bare  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
lovember  SI.  with  those  of  the  12th,  19tb,  26th 
nd  30th  of  September,  the  7th  and  Slst  of  Oo- 
ober,  and  8th  of  November.  With  the  latter,  a 
opy  of  Lord  Bathorst's  reply  to  jomt  note  of 
September  25^  on  the  fisheries,  was  likewise  re- 
etved. 

It  appears  by  these  communieations  that  al- 
hough  the  British  Government  denies  our  right 
f  taking,  coring,  and  drying  fish  within  their 
nrisdiction,  and  on  the  coast  of  the  British  prov- 
Dces  in  North  America,  it  is  willing  to  secure  to 
»ur  citizens  the  liberty  stifmlated  by  the  Treaty 
if  1783,  under  such  regulations  as  will  secure  the 
benefit  to  both  parties,  and  will  likewise  prevent 
he  smuggling  of  goods  ioto  the  British  prov- 
Qces  by  our  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  reply  which  you  intimate 
rou  intended  giviog  to  Lord  Bathurst's  note  may 
lave  produced  some  change  in  the  sentiments  of 
be  British  Gtovernment  on  this  interesting  sub- 


ject ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  thought  proper  to  enclose 
you  an  instruction,  to  be  shown  to  the  British 
Government,  authorizing  you  to  negotiate  a  con-, 
vention  providing  for  the  objects  contemplated. 

It  is  very  important  that  this  trust  should  be 
executed  in  a  manner  not  to  weaken  our  right, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  may  be  done  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  British  Government,  either 
by  the  reservation  of  mutual  rights,  or  making 
the  instrument  a  remedy  for  abuses. 

As  to  the  maoner  in  which  the  injuries  com- 
plained of  by  the  British  Government  are  to  be 
remedied,  you  will  be  able,  in  aid  of  your  own 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  to  obtain  better  infor- 
mation than  I  can  communicate. 

The  British  project  will  show  the  nature  and 
extent  of  these  injuries,  and  it  will  be  your  ob- 
ject to  make  the  remedy  as  harmless  to  our  citi- 
zens and  as  safe  to  the  public  rights  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES.MONROE. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adam^ 

Dbpartmbmt  op  Statb,  May  24, 1616. 
A  hope  is  entertained  that  yon  will  have  ar- 
ranged with  the  British  Government  the  difier- 
ence  respecting  the  fisheries  before  this  reaches 
you.  Should  you  not  have  been  able  to  do  it. 
you  will  endeavor  to  comprise  it  in  the  general 
arrangement  which  you  are  authorized  to  make, 
on  the  principles  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  27th 
of  February. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  M.  Monroe  to  M.  Adame. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb,  July  8, 1816. 
Mr.  Bagot  has  received  a  power  to  arrange  the 
difference  respecting  the  taking^nd  caring,  and 
drying  fish  on  the  shores  of  the  British  colonies; 
but  whether  it  authorizes  such  an  arrangement 
as  will  be  useful  and  satisfactory  to  us,  I  am  as 
yet  uninformed. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fivm  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Adame. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb,  Aug.  13. 1816. 
On  the  other  subject  [the  fisheries]  Mr.  Bagot 
offered  to  secure  to  us  the  riffht  in  question  on 
the  Labrador  shore,  between  Mount  Joli  and  the 
Bay  of  Ssquiiiiaax,  near  the  entrance  of  tl^e 
strait  of  BeUelsie.  h  was  necessary  for  me  to 
seek  detailed  information  of  the  value  of  this 
accommodation  from  those  possessing  it  at  Mar- 
blehead  and  elsewhere,  which  I  did ;  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  it  would  be  more  for  our  ad- 
vantage to  commence  at  the  last-mentioned  point, 
and  to  extend  the  right,  eastward,  throuffh  the 
Strait  of  Belleisle,  as  far  aloo^  the  Labrador 
coast  as  possible.  To  tbis  be  objected ;  offering, 
then,  an  alternative  on  the  shore  of  the  island  of 
Newfoundlaod,  to  commence  at  Cape  Ray,  and 
extend,  east,  to  the  Ramea  islands.  Of  the  value 
of  this  coast  I  am  likewise  ignorant.  The  nego- 
tiation must,  therefore,  be  again  suspended  until 
I  obtain  the  information  requisite  to  enable  me 
to  act  in  it. 
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It  is  probable  that  tbe  arrangement  of  these 
two  interests  will  again  rest  with  yon.  The  ad- 
Tantage  of  it,  as  you  are  already  authorized  to 
treat  on  other  important  subjects,  is  obvious. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  conferences,  Mr. 
Bagot  informed  me  of  an  order  which  had  been 
issued  by  Admiral  GrifiEith  to  the  British  crui- 
sers, to  remove  our  fishing  vessels  from  the  coasts 
of  those  provinces  which  he  would  endeavor  to 
have  revoked  penaing  the  negotiatiov.  His  at- 
tempt succeeded.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  this 
revocation  extended,  so  as  to  afford  the  accom- 
modation desired  until  the  negotiation,  is  con- 
cluded. All  the  information  which  has  been,  or 
may  be,  obtained  on  this  subject  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  you. 

Bteiraet  of  a  UHerfrom  Mr.  Adams  io  the  Seerttary 

of  SiaU,  dated 

LonooH,  Auguit  24, 1816. 

On  Wednesday  last  I  had  an  interview  with 
•Lord  Castlereagb,  in  which  he  informed  me  that 
this  Government  declined  enteriag  upon  any 
negotiation  relative  tothecommereial  intercourse 
between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  British  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies;  that  they  were  averse 
to  any  discussion  relative  to  blockades,  and  the 
other  conflicting  pretensions  of  neutral  and  bel- 
ligerent rights;  and  that  they  were  willing  to 
receive  any  proposals  that  we  may  wish  to  offer 
respecting  the  intercourse  by  land  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  continental  colo- 
nies, and  respecting  seamen;  but  there  was  a 
manifest  reluctance  to  negotiate  even  upon  these 
points.  With  regard  to  the  West  Itidies,  he  said 
it  was  understood  by  this  Government  that  the 
United  States  would  be  perfectly  free  to  adopt 
any  countervailing  reeulations,  either  of  prohi- 
bition or  of  additional  duties,  that  they  might 
think  advisable;  that  Gkeat  Britain  would  have 
no  right  to  complain  of  them ;  that  the  determi- 
nation in  this  instanee«rose  altogether  from  that 
of  adhering  to  their  colonial  system^  of  the  wis- 
dom of  which  he  spoke  as  being,  in  his  own 
mind,  not  unquestionable,,  but  from  which  it  was 
not  tnought  expedient  now  to  depart. 


£$straet  of  a  letter  ftom  J6-.  Adame  to  Mr.  ifbfiroe, 
Seeretary  of  State,  dated 

London,  September  18, 1816. 
Tou  will  perceive,  by  all  my  late  despatches, 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  doing  anything  here 
in  the  way  of  a  negotiation  upon  objects  of  com- 
merce. I  addressed  yesterday  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  a  note,  renewing  the  proposal  to  oesotiaie; 
the  object  of  which  is  to  have  the  refusal  expli- 
citlv  signified  in  writing.  In  my  last  interview 
with  Lord  Castlereagb  he  did  unequivocally  de- 
cline negotiation  upon  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  upon  all  the  questions  relating 
to  neutral  rights  in  time  of  maritime  war.  He 
said  they  were  willing  to  receive  any  proposition 
respecting  seamen,  and  respecting  the  inland  in- 


tercourse between  the  United  Btmtes  uid  tsi 
British  colonies  in  North  Ameriea.  I  told  hm 
I  should  repeat  the  proposal  for  tremtiog  ki 
note.  He  expressed  a  wish  tbmt  I  iroald  ii 
mention  in  the  notCLtha  neutral  queationsattl 
I  was  somewhat  surmted  at  the  objectioo.  sc 
promised  faim  I  would  give  it  full  comideiaui 
before  I  sent  in  the  mote.  I  did  accordingly  ue 
ample  time  for  reflection,  and  hare  coadads. 
that  I  ought  not  only  to  include  them  ia  ^ 
note,  but  to  urge  with  earnestness  the  reascB: 
which  make  it  peculiarly  desirable  that  the  iw: 
Governments  should  come  to  an  andcfscuiifiii^ 
upon  those  points  before  the  recurrence  of  ^rniri- 
time  war. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  tie  Seersu^ 

of  Statet  dated 

LoHDOM.  Septetnber  27, 181i 
I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a  cssf 
of  the  note  which  I  have  addressed  to  Lord  Ca* 
tlereagh.  renewing  the  proposal  for  the  negoa- 
tioB  of  a  treaty  of  commerce.  From  the  deie- 
mination  of  this  Government,  as  commanicu^ 
to  me  in  my  paraoaal  interview  with  him  oa  tke 
2Ut  of  August,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  tiiey  wk 
decline  treating  opoa  the  subject  of  oar  ink 
with  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  ladies,  is 
upon  the  questioas  relating  to  neatral  iateiitf 
during  maritime  war.  They  may  profess  tox 
willing  to  receive  specific  proposals  relatircs 
seamen,  and  to  our  inland  iatereoorae  witk  iha: 
colonies  in  North  Americai  bat  it  is  not  piotebii 
that  upon  either  of  those  sulyecls  they  will  agm 
to  anything  that  can  be  satisfactory  to  yoa*,  w 
shall  1  think  it  expedient  toeoaelade  anfsi^ 
arate  arrangement  eoneeming  them,  exdo^ 
the*  others,  without  farther  instructions  to  ai^ 
effieet.  la  the  eonversations  that  I  have  had  w^ 
Lord  Castlereagb,  he  has  given  me  very  distisecr 
to  understand  that,  with  regard  to  seaiaes^i 
they  should  even  agree  to  the  proposed  sti^ 
tion  of  excladtog  mm  the  fespeetive  naval  asi 
merchant  services  the  native  citixens  asd  si^ 
jeets  oi  each  other,  they  will  not  aaderstaai  it  n 
implying  or  ioteadiag  aa  aiigageniieat  to  t^ 
nounee  the  practice  of  taking  men  from  oar  v» 
sels  in  the  event  of  a  fntare  maritime  war.  It 
the  iastractioas  hitherto  traasmitSNl  to  aie,iu 
not  insisted  that  such  a  renunciation  shoaH  t 
included  in  the  article;  yet  I  cannot  but  saMRff 
it  was  expected  that,  if  the  article  shoald  ^ 
agreed  to,  it  would  be  with  at  least  a  tacit  aa^ 
standing  that  the  practice  of  impressmeat  abl 
be  abandoned. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Lard  Ctoifcfwyft. 

13  Craven  Strsbt,  8epi,  17, 19!i 

The  Doderbigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  se^ 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  Sa» 
of  America,  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to  L^d 
Castlereagb  the  proposal  which  he  has  bees  it 
strocted  to  make,  on  the  part  of  the  Gkiverniaesi 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  negotiation  of  i 
treaty  of  commerce,  embracing  all  the  princiH 
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objeeu  mo«i  iBteresliDg  to  the  friendly  and  com- 
mercial interconrse  between  the  two  nations. 
He  has  already  exhibited  to  his  Lordship  the 
authority  with  which  be  has  been  famished  by 
the  American  Government  for  that  purpose,  ana 
has  fallv  stated  to  him  the  motives  which  in- 
duced this  proposal.  They  are  all  founded  ia 
tbe  anxious  desire  of  the  American  Qovernment 
to  coltiraie  the  harmony  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  to  concert,  by  engagements  of  mutual 
accommodation,  such  arrangements  of  the  points 
from  which  differences  have  unfortunately  arisen 
heretofoie^  or  which  might  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  them  hereafter^  as  may  be  satisfactory  to 
both  parties,  gaard  against  future  misunderstand- 
ings, and  promote  that  amicable  temper  and  dis- 
position whicb  can  alone  perpetuate  the  peace 
and  friendship  dictated  by  the  clearest  and  high- 
est interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  Lord  Casstlereagb  that 
the  commercial  conyention  of  3d  July,  1815,  was 
not  considered  at  the  time  of  its  conclusion  as 
the  ultiinate  or  definitive  arrangement  of  the 
'commercial  relations  between  the  high  contract- 
ing parties.  Other  objects^  besides  those  upon 
wEicb  the  agreement  was  completed,  were  dis- 
cussed in  tbe  course  of  that  negotiation.  Others 
yet,  including  all  or  most  of  those  upon  which 
Ureat  Britain  is  now  again  invited  to  treat,  were 
presented  to  the  attention  of  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, bat  postponed,  in  consideration  of  pe- 
eoliar  oifcliaeiMcea  thea  opemtiftg)  and  which 
have  haf |Mlf  sino^  hoen  done  awwr.  '  In  bringing 
them  again  to  the  view  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
the  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  distinctly  spe:^ 
cifjing  the  several  objects  upon  which  the  Amer- 
ican Government  repeats  the  proposal  to  enter 
into  further  reciprocal  commercial  stipulations, 
of  suggesting  the  argent  additional  motives  for 
desiring  them  which  have  arisen  since  that  pe- 
riod, and  of  exposing  the  liberal  principles  opon 
^hich  they  propose  that  this  supplementary 
treaty  should  he  founded, 

1.  The  eommeree  between  the  Uniied  Siaiee  and 
the  BriHek  cohnies  in  Norih  Amertea  and  in 
the  Wett  huUee. 

From  the  relative  geographical  position  of 
those  countries;  from  the  nature  of  their  respect- 
ive productions ;  and  from  the  wants  on  either 
side,  which  may  be  most  advantageously,  if  not 
ezciosively,  supplied  by  the  other,  this  commerce 
IB  not  only  of  the  greatest  convenience  to  both 
parties,  but,  in  some  respects,  and  on  many  oeca- 
sioDs,  it  is  of  the  first  necessity  to  the  colonies. 
At  the  time  whan  the  commercial  convention  of 
3d  July,  1815,  was  negotiated,  this  commerce 
was  open  to  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The 
poru  of  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies 
ue  still  accessible,  under  certain  restrictions,  to 
French,  Spanish,  Dutch,  Danish,  and  Swedish 
tessels;  and  whue  the  ports  of  every  nation  in 
tbe  West  Indies  (Great  Britain  alone  excepted) 
Ave  in  like  manner  accessible  to  American  ves- 
s€h)  they  have  been,  and  atiil  are,,  by  new  regula- 


tions, enforced  since  the  conclusion  of  that  con- 
vention, rigorously  excluded  from  the  British 
ports.  This  exclusion  of  all  participation  in  the 
advantage  of  carrying  between  the  two  countries 
the  articles  of  a  commerce  mutually  beneficial  to 
both  parties,  has  not  only  the  aspect  of  a  policy 
peculiarly  pointed  against  tbe  United  States,  bat 
It  defeats,  in  a  great  degree,  the  principle  of  equal- 
izing the  advantages  of  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  by  equalizing  the  duties  and 
charges  upon  the  vessels  of  both,  in  the  direct  in- 
tercourse between  them ;  for  while  British  ves* 
sels,  after  performing  a  direct  voyage  from  Eu- 
rope to  the  United  States,  are  there  received 
upon  terms  of  equality  with  those  of  the  United 
States,  they  now  enjoy  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
resorting  to  an  intermediate  market  in  the  West 
Indies,  while  tbe  vessels  of  the  United  States  are 
restricted  to  the  direct  interchange  to  and  from 
Europe.  The  result  of  which  i&  that  British 
vessels  enjoy  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
important  advantages,  even  over  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  themselves.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious that  this  cannot  long  be  tolerated ;  that,  if 
the  commerce  with  those  parts  of  tbe  British  do- 
minions be  not  placed  on  a  footing  of  reciprocity, 
similar  restraints  wUl  become  indispensable  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  Such  counter- 
vailing restraints  were  proposed  at  the  last  ses* 
sioa  of  Congress,  and  postponed,  in  the  hope  that 
satisfactory  arrangements  might  be  made,  before 
the  next  meeting,  to  prevent  a  recarrenoe  to  a 
system  of  commercial  hostility,  inconsistent  with 
the  interests  of  both  nations,  inauspicious  to  the 
amicable  relations  now  existing  between  them, 
and  repiignant  to  the  most  earnest  wishes  of  the 
American  Government.  In  the  arrangements 
proposed,  they  do  not  contemplate  any  interfer- 
ence, on  their  part  with  the  colonial  monopoly 
of  Great  Britain.  It  is  not  asked  that  she  shooiia 
renounce  the  right  of  prohibitioff  the  importation 
into  her  colonies,  from  the  United  States,  of 
whatever  articles  she  majr  think  fit ;  but  that  the 
commerce  which^  for  their  and  her  own  advan- 
tage, Great  Briinm  allows  between  them  and  the 
United  State«,  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footingof  reciprocity  as  the  direct  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  th[e  United  States  was  intended 
to.  be  placed  by  the  convention  of  3d  July,  1815. 
While  on  this  subject,  the  undersigned  cannot 
but  remark  the  extraordinary  measures  relating 
to  the  commercial  intercoarse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  British  coloniea  in  North 
America  and  in  the  West  Indies,  adopted  since 
the  conclusion  of  tbe  commercial  convention  of 
3d  July,  1815.  In  all  of  thenu  very  heavy  du- 
ties have  been  imposed  upon  the  importation  of 
Aodedcan  produce)  even  when  carried  in  British 
ships*  A  heavj  doty  of  exportation  has  been 
laia,  in  the  province  or  Neva  Scotia,  upon  pUster 
of  Paris,  an  article  for  which  there  is  no  other 
market  than  the  United  States*  And  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Upper  Canadat  an  act  of  the  Provincial 
Legislature  baying  first  vested  in  the  Lieatenant 
Governor  and  Council  the  power  of  rM(,ulating 
the  coQMBMrcial  intercourse  between  that  pro* 
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Tlnce  and  the  United  States,  that  bodj  did,  on 
the  18th  of  April  last,  issue  an  order,  imposing 
heary  duties  apon  many  articles  of  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  with  an 
addition  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  all  those  duties 
upon  importation  in  American  vessels,  and  a 
tonnage  duty  of  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
ton  upon  every  vessel  exceeding  five  tons  burden 
enterio|^  any  port  or  harbor  of  the  province,  and 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
inland  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Upper  Canada  is  believed  to  be  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  province;  but,  were  it  even 
equally  important  to  the  United  States,  measures 
like  these  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than 
as  efibrts  to  engross,  exclusivelv,  the  whole  of 
the  trade  on  one  side.  It  would  be  far  more 
agreeable  to  the  American  Government  to  settle 
this  intercourse  by  amicable  concert,  than  to  be 
left  under  the  necessity  of  meeting  a  system  of 
exclusion  by  countervailing  regulations. 

2,  Seamen. 

It  is  proposed  to  stipuUte  that  neither  the  Uni- 
ted States  nor  Qreat  Britain  shall  employ,  in 
their  naval  or  merchant  service,  native  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  other  party,  with  the  exception 
of  those  already  natoralizedf,  of  whom  the  num- 
ber is  very  small.  From  the  well  known  fact 
that  the  wages  of  seamen,  in  time  of  peace,  are 
invariably  higher  in  the  American  service,  of 
both  descriptions,  .than  in  the  British,  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  advantage  of  this  stipulation  will 
be  almost  entirely  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 
Although  obviously  proper  that  it  should  be  re- 
ciprocal, it  is  offered,  not  as  an  engagement  from 
which  the  United  States  expect  to  derive  any 
advantage,  in  itself,  but  as  the  means  to  Qreat 
Britain  of  reserving  to  herself  the  services  of  all 
her  own  native  seamen,  and  of  removing  forever 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  means  of  force, 
either  by  her  naval  officers,  to  take  men  from 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  United 
States,  to  resist  the  renewal  of  that  practice^  in 
the  event  of  any  future  maritime  war  to  which 
they  may  be  neutral.  In  adopting  the  principle 
proposed,  the  American  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  secure  its  faithful  execution  by  any  re- 
ciprocal regulation  which  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, consistent  with  their  constitution  and  the 
spirit  of  their  laws. 

3.  Neutral  a$ui  beaigeretU  righie. 

It  is  equally  desirable,  in  the  view  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  to  arrange,  at  this  time,  every 
question  relating  to  neutral  rights,  particularly 
those  concerning  blockade;  contraband  of  war; 
Tisits  at  sea  of  merchant  vessels  by  ships  of  war; 
the  trade  with  the  colonies  of  enemies,  and  be- 
tween them  and  the  parent  country,  and  the  trade 
from  one  port  of  an  enemy  to  another.  The 
tendency  of  discordant  principles  upon  these 
points  to  embroil  neutral  and  belligerent  States 
with  each  other  has  been  shown  by  the  melan« 
choly  experience  of  ages.  The  frequent  depart- 
ures, during  the  most  recent  wars,  from  au  ac< 


knowledffed  principles  founded  ob  the  geaen! 
Usages  of  nations,  have  still  more  ansettied  wb:- 
ever  reliance  might  heretofore  hare  been  plaod 
upon  their  authority.  A  time  of  peace,  w&n 
the  feelings  of  both  parties  are  free  from  the  a- 
citement  of  any  momentary  interest,  and  wha 
the  operation  of  the  principles  to  be  sanetioBcf 
by  mutual  compact  depencis  npoa  cootingndci 
which  may  give  either  party  the  first  dain » 
the  stipulated  rights  of  tne  belligerent  or  of  tk 
neutral,  must  be  more  favorable  to  the  amiciiik 
adjustment  of  these  questions  than  m  tiaie  ofie- 
tual  war,  under  circumstances  when  the  iome- 
diate  interests  of  each  partv  are  enngediu  op> 
position  to  those  of  the  other.  Whether  Qtot 
britain  or  the  United  States  will  be  first  eagagctf 
in  a  maritime  war  with  any  third  party,  cuaoc 
now  be  foreseen  ;  but  it  is  of  the  deepest  iateres: 
to  the  permanency  of  peace  and  friendship  be- 
tween tnem  that  they  should  eome  to  an  ejqilki: 
understanding  with  each  other  upon  the  pouB 
here  referred  to,  before  the  occurrence  of  isf 
such  event  on  either  side.  It  is  not  the  de&irec 
the  American  Government  to  propose,  upon  that 
subjects,  any  innovation  upon  principles  often  t^ 
cognised  by  Great  Britain  herself,  in  her  treaties 
with  other  Powers.  They  wish  only,  bf  a  mo- 
tual  compact  now  formed,  to  guard  against  tbf 
collisions,  which  the  recollection  of  the  pasts 
forcibly  admonishes  the  rulers  of  hoth  natioas  n 
obviate,  if  possible,  for  the  future. 

i.  Siame  carried  awaif  from  the  UwUeA  Aodi^ 
bjf  Brituk  queers,  after  Ike  peace. 

As  the  construction  given  by  His  Biajesif'i 
Government  to  the  first  article  in  the  Treaty  d 
Ghent,  in  reference  to  the  slaves  carried  awn 
from  tne  United  States  by  British  officers,  liia 
the  ratification  of  the  peace,  is  so  direcilr  ic 
variance  with  the  construction  which  the  A» 
can  Government  think  alone  applicable  to  i^:k 
undersigned  has  been  further  instructed  to  pn- 
pose  that  this  question  should  be  submitted  fis 
the  decision  of  some  friendly  sovereign.  T^ 
reference  is  sumsted  by  provisions  in  the  Itey 
of  Ghent  itselT  applicable  to  the  contingency  of 
differences  in  other  instances ;  and  it  is  concttvtd 
that,  when  such  differences  exist,  no  better  nu^e 
can  be  adopted  for  settling  them  in  a  satisfactocy 
manner. 

Should  His  Majesty's  Government  think  pn- 
per  to  accept  this  proposal  for  a  negotiaiios, 
upon  the  points  with  regard  to  which  the  gea- 
eral  wishes  of  the  Government  of  the  UmvA 
States  have  been  here  frankly  exposed,  the  oft* 
dersigned  will  be  ready  to  enter  into  farther 
communications  with  anv  person  who  may  bi 
authorized  to  confer  with  him  for  the  purpose  cf 
such  a  negotiation.  If  the  offer  should  not  be 
deemed  acceptable,  he  requests  the  honor  of  v 
early  an  answer  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Castlereagh  u 
accept  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Lord  CABTLIBaAOB. 
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Belaiions  with  €hreat  Britain. 


Sxiruet  of  a  ktttrfrom  Mr.  Adanu  to  the  Secretary 

of  &atef  dated 

London,  October  5, 1810. 
Lord  Castlercag^h  left  London  this  week  npon 
a  irisit  to  Ireland.  Previoos  to  bis  departure  I 
received  from  him  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is 
herewith  endooed.  Although  the  absence  of 
several  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  is  alleged  as  the 
motive  for  postponing  the  answer  to  my  bote  of 
the  17th  September,  and  although  his  Lordship 

Jromises  to  lay  the  subject  suggested  in  it  before 
is  eolieagaes  immediately  after  his  return,  there 
is  no  reason  to  expect  that  any  departure  from 
the  policf  already  determined  upon  will  take 
place.  It  is  probable  that  you  will  receive  this 
despatch  about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. Any  measures  in  the  spirit,  and  with  the 
object  of  those  proposed  at  the  last  session,  and 
then  postponed,  may  be  now  adopted  without 
hesitation.  My  own  entire  conviction  is,  thai 
the  operation  of  such  measures,  will  be  the  only 
possible  means  of  convincing  this  Government 
of  the  expediency  of  relaxing  from  the  riffor  of 
their  exclusive  colonial  system.  It  is,  and  uni- 
formly has  been,  my  opinion,  that  the  result  of 
the  equalization  of  duties  will  be  to  the  advant- 
age of  Gkeat  Britain,  and  to  onr  disadvantage. 
But  the  principle  wa^i  sanctioned  by  an  act  of 
Congress  before  tbe  convention  of  3d  July,  1815, 
was  negotiated.  The  benefit  of  the  convention 
to  us,  if  any,  is  in  the  lodia  trade ;  but  as  its  dura- 
tion is  to  be  so  short,  the  only  chance  of  having 
it  renewed,  at  the  end  of  its  four  years,  with 
additional  articles  of  more  liberality,  will  be 
efiective  counteracting  regulations  in  respect  to 
the  commerce  with  the  British  colonies  in  tbe 
West  Indies. 


Lord  Caetkreagh  to  Mr,  Adame,  dated 

Foreign  Office,  Sept.  28, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  very  much  regret  that  the  absence  from 
London  at  this  season  of  the  year  of  several  of 
the  Prince  Regent's  Ministers  will  preclude  me 
from  returning  as  early  an  answer  to  your  note 
of  the  17th  as  I  should  wish,  under  the  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  ^reat  importance  of  the  several 
objects  to  which  it  iuFites  the  attention  of  this 
Government. 

I  have  myself  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
Prince  Regent  to  make  a  short  excursion  to  Ire- 
land on  mv  private  afiairs,  but  I  shall  certainly 
return  to  London  by  the  middle  of  November, 
and  shall  lose  no  time,  as  soon  after  that  period 
is  my  colleagues  shall  be  reassembled,  to  bring 
the  various  objects  referred  to  in  your  note  under 
their  deliberation. 

I  request  yon  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ifi*.  Adame  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

London,  December  Zi,  1816. 
Yesterday  morning  I  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Cutlereagh  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him ;  and 


he  informed  Ine  that,  as  he  was  going  out  of  town 
for  a  few  days,  he  had  sent  for  me  to  say  that  he 
had  not  forgotten  his  promise  to  me  before  bin 
departure  for  Ireland ;  that  the  proposal  in  my 
note  of  27th  September  for  a  commercial  nego- 
tiation  should  be  considered  immediately  after 
his  return ;  that  two  cabinet  councils  had  already 
been  held  on  the  subject,  and,  as  soon  as  the  ob- 
jects could  be  sufficiently  matured  for  the  proper 
authority  to  be  given  to  him  to  treat.  I  should 
hear  from  him  again.  It  would  seem  from  this,^ 
as  if  the  proposal  would  be  so  far  accepted  as  to 
enter  upon  a  negotiation  ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  point 
3ronr  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Courier  of  lass 
evening,  stating  the  proceediujg;  in  the  island  of 
Dominica,  after  the  fate  hurricane,  including  a 
letter  from  Earl  Bathurst,  dated  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  an  advertisement  from  the  Vic- 
tualling  Office,  for  a  supply  of  flour,  to  be  de- 
livered at  several  of  the  West  India  islands,  from 
the  United  States ;  both  in  the  same  paper. 


Mr*  Monroe  to  Mr*  Adams* 
Dbpartmbnt  of  State,  FA.  5, 1817. 

StR :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you.  here- 
with, a  copy  of  my  correspondence  witn  Mr. 
Baffot,  in  relation  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  dMS.i  from  which  you  will  perceive 
that  our  negotiation  on  that  interesting  subject 
has  not  had  the  desired  result. 

Mr.  Bagot  professes,  on  the  part  of  his  Qov- 
ernment,  the  most  conciliatory  disposition  in 
regard  to  this  affair,  and  it  is  yet  to  be  hoped 
that  it  may  be  satisfactorily  settled.  With  this 
view,  the  President  intends  to  renew  the  neffo- 
tiation  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  the  informatiOD 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  decide  what  arrange- 
ment would  be  best  calculated  to  reconcile  the 
interests  of  both  parties,  which  he  hopes  to  do  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  expects  that  no  measures  will  be  taken  by  the 
British  Qovernment  to  alter  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  that  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  ob- 
tain the  renewal  of  the  order  to  the  naval  officer 
commanding  on  that  station  not  to  interrupt  or 
disturb  our  fishermen  during  the  approaching 
season. 

You  will  see  the  importance  of  aa  early  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  as  the  fishing  season  is  fast 
approaching.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


ifi*.  Bagot  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wabbinqton,  Nawmber  27, 1816. 

Sis  :  In  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  yon 
a  few  days  a^o,  upon  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tion into  which  tne  British  GKivernment  is  wil- 
ling to  enter,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  such  accommoda- 
tion for  their  fishery,  within  the  British  jurisdic- 
tion^ as  may  be  consistent  with  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  yon 
appeared  to  apprehend  that  neither  of  the  propo- 
sitions which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  yon 
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fipon  this  soUj«pt  woald  be  considered  as  aflord* 
ing  ID  a  snfilcient  degree  the  adf  antages  which 
'were  deemed  reaaisite. 

In  order  that  I  may  not  fail  to  make  the  exact 
nature  of  these  propositions  clearly  understood, 
•and  that  I  may  folly  explain  the  considerations 
by  which  they  have  been  suggested,  it  may  per- 
haps be  desirable  that  I  shonid  bring  under  one 
Tiew  the  substance  of  what  I  have  already  had 
the  honor  of  stating  to  you  in  the  several  con- 
ferences which  we  baye  held  upon  this  business. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  advert  to  the  dis* 
aoasion  which   has  taken  place  between  Earl 
Bathurst  and  Mr.  Adams.    In  the  correspoodence 
which  has  passed  between  them,  you  will  have 
already  seen,  in  the  notes  of  the  former,  a  full 
exposition  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  liberty 
of  drying  and  fishing  within  the  British  limits, 
as  granted  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  1783.  was  considered  to  have  ceased 
with  the  war,  and  not  to  have  been  revived  by 
the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

Yon  will  also  have  seen  therein  detailed  the 
serious  considerations  affecting  not  only  the  pros- 
perity of  the  British  fishery^  bat  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  British  dominions,  in  matters  of 
revenue  as  well  as  government,  which  made  it 
incumbent  upon  His  Migesty's  Ctovernmeot  to 
oppose  the  renewal  of  so  extensive  and  injurious 
a  concession,  within  the  British  sovereignty,  to  a 
foreign  State,  founded  upon  no  principle  ot  reci- 
procity or  adequate  compensation  whatever.  It 
has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  furnish  me 
with  additional  argument  upon  this  point.  I 
therefore  confine  myself,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion; to  a  brief  repetition  of  what  I  nave  already, 
at  different  periods,  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
your  consideration  upon  the  subject  of  an  ar- 
nmgement  by  which  it  is  hoped  practically  to 
reconcile  the  different  views  of  our  respective 
Qovernments, 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that,  early  in  the 
month  of  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  had  received  instructions  from  my 
Qovernment  tn  assure  you  that,  although  it  had 
been  felt  necessary  to  resist  the  claim  which  had 
been  advanced  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  determination 
had"  not  been  taken  in  any  unfriendly  feeling 
towards  America,  or  with  any  illiberal  wish  to 
daprive  her  subiects  of  adequate  means  of  en- 
gaging in  the  fisheries;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
many  of  the  considerations  which  had  been  urged 
by  Mr.  Adams,  on  behalf  of  the  American  citi- 
zens formerly  engaged  in  this  occupation,  had 
operated  so  forcibly  m  favor  of  granting  to  them 
sneh  a  concession  as  might  be  consistent  with 
the  just  rights  and  ipteresu  of  QreatBri^in,  that 
Lhad  been  furnished  with  full  powers  from  His 
Rayal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  conclnde 
an  arrangement  upon  the  subject,  which  it  was 
hoped  might  at  once  offer  to  the  United  States  a 
pledge  of  His  Royal  Highness's  good  will,  and 
afford  to  them  a  reaaonable  participation  of  those 
benefits  of  which  they  had  formerly  the  e^joy- 
ment. 
It  being  the  object  of  the  American  Gk^vern* 


ment,  that,  in  addition  to  the  right  of  ftahcry.  ■ 
declared  by  the  first  branch  of  the  foorlh  artide 
of  the  treaty  of  1783  permanently  to  belong  *£ 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  they  slioaldik 
<njoy  the  privilege  of  having  an  adeqaaieaccsa- 
modation,  both  in  point  of  harbora  and  drfia^ 
ground,  on  the  unsettled  coasts  within  theBritm 
sovereignty,  I  bad  the  honor  to  propose  to  tw 
that  that  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Lmbni^ 
which  extends  from  Mount  Joli,  ojiposite  iJk 
eastern  end  of  the  island  of  Anticosti,  in  the  Gail 
of  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  bay  and  isles  Reqauaaoi, 
near  the  western  entrance  of  the  straits  efBel/e* 
isle,  should  be  allotted  for  this  purpose;  it  bna^ 
distinctly  agreed  that  the  fishermeo  should  esa- 
fine  themselves  to  the  unsettled  parts  of  the  coaa, 
and  that  all  pretensions  to  fish  or  dry  within  ik 
maritime  limits,  or  on  any  other  of  the  eoasbtf 
British  North  America,  should  be  nbaadoned. 

Upon  learning  from  you,  some  weeks  afm- 
wards,  that,  from  the  information  which  yon  hd 
received  upon  the  subject  of  thb  coast,  yon  wis 
apprehensive  that  it  would  not  afford,  in  a  soft- 
cient  degree,  the  advantages  required,  I  did  oft 
delay  to  acquaint  you  that  I  was  authorised  a 
offer  another  portion  of  coast,  which  it  was  cer 
tainly  not  so  convenient  to  the  British  Grovefa* 
ment  to  assign,  but  which  they  woaU  oeverthe> 
less  be  willing  to  assign,  and  which,  from  its  nu- 
ural  and  local  advantages,  could  not  £sil  to  afibri 
every  accommodation  of  which  the  Amerksa 
fishermen  could  stand  in  need*  I  had  thea  the  \ 
honor  to  propose  to  you  as  an  alternative*  thu, 
under  similar  conditions,  they  should  be  adnntd 
to  that  portion  of  the  southern  coast  of  Newfooaii* 
Innd  which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  eastward  la 
the  Ramea  islands,  or  to  about  the  loagitude  of 
57^  west  of  Greenwich. 

The  advantages  of  this  portion  of  coast  are  s^ 
curately  known  to  the  British  Qovernment ;  sai 
in  consenting  to  assign  it  to  the  uses  of  \kt 
American  fishermen^  it  was  certainly  cooceife4 
that  an  accommodation  was  afforded  as  ample  u 
it  was  possible  to  concede,  without  abandonisg 
that  control  within  the  entire  of  His  Majesty*s 
own  harbors  and  coasts  which  the  essential  iam- 
ests  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  required.    Tbst 
it  should  entirely  satisfy  the  wishes  of  those  wbo 
have  for  many  years  enjoyed,  without  restraia: 
the  privilege  of  usins  for  similar  purposes  all  tl» 
unsettled  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Labrador,  s 
not  to  be  expected ;  but,  in  estimating  the  vaioe 
of  the  proposal,  the  American  Government  wlI 
not  fail  to  recollect  that  it  is  offered  without  aaf 
equivalent,  and  notwithsunding  the  footing  upon 
which  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  has  been 
left  by  the  Treatv  of  Ghent,  and  the  recent  rega- 
lations  by  which  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty 
have  been  deprived  of  the  privileges,  which  thef 
so  long  enjoyed,  of  trading  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions within  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d;c. 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 
Hon.  Jamss  Monros, 

Secrttarif  qf  State. 
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Tke  SeerUary  of  State  to  ^.  Bagot, 
Dbpabtheht  of  St^ta,  Dec  30,  ISIQ, 

Sib:  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  receirie  your.  Itt- 
ter  of  the  97 th  of  Norember  and  to  submit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  President. 

In  proYldinc  for  the  accommodation  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  fisfar 
eries  on  the  coast  of  His  Ikitannic  Majesty's 
colonics,  on  conditions  adTantageoiis  to  botn  par- 
ties, I  concor  in  the  sentiment  that  it  is  desirable 
to  avoid  a  dtscassion  of  tlieir  respective  rights, 
and  to  proceed,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  ez« 
amine  what  arrangement  will  be  adeqaate  to  the 
object.  The  discossion  which  has  alreadjr  taken 
place  between  our  QoTernments  has,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, placed  the  claim  of  each  party  in  a  just 
ligfaL  1  shall,  therefore,  make  no  remark  on  that 
part  of  your  note  which  relates  to  the  right  of  the 
parties,  other  than  by  stating  that  this  QoTern- 
ment  entered  into  this  negotiation  on  the  equal 
ground  of  neither  claiming  nor  making  any  con- 
cession in  that  respect. 

You  haTs  made  two  propositions,  the  accep- 
tance of  either  of  which  must  be  attended  with 
the  relinquishment  of  all  other  claims  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  founded  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  fourth  article  of  the.treaty  of  1783.  In  the 
first,  you  offer  the  use  of,  the  territory  on  the 
Labrador  coast,  lying  between  Mount  Joli  and 
the  bay  of  EUqnimai^*  near  the  entrance  of  the 
strait  of  Bellei^;  apo,  in  the  second,  of  such 
part  of  the  southern  cosst  of  the  island  of  New- 
foundland as  lies  between  Gape  Ray  and  the  Ra- 
mea  islands* 

I  hare  made  every  inquiry  that  ctrenmstanees 
have  permitted,  respecting  both  these  coasu,  and 
find  that  neither  would  albrd  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  the  essential  accommodation 
which  is  desired ;  neither  having  been  much  fra- 

Jiuented  by  them  heretofore,  nor  likely  to  be  in 
Qture.    I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  decline  both 
propositions. 
I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 

five  an  earlier  answer  to  your  note ;  you  wilt, 
owerer,  Imve  the  goodness  to  impute  the  delav 
to  a  reluctance  to  decline  any  proposition  which 
yon  had  made,  by  the  order  of  your  Government, 
for  the  arrangement  of  an  interest  of  such  his b 
importance  to  both  nations,  and  to  the  diflfeulty 
of  obtainina  all  the  information  necessary  to 
guide  this  uovernmenf  in  the  decision. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  4ca, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Hon«  GuABLMB  Baoot. 


Mr.  Bagot  to  Mr,  Monroe. 

WA8BiN0TQif,  December  31, 1SL6. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday's  date,  acquainting  me  that  nei- 
ther of  the  propositions  which  I  had  submitted  to 
|oor  consideration,  upon  tbe  subject  of  providing 
for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  engaged  in 
the  fisheries  some  adequate  accommodation  for 
their  pursuit  upon  the  coast  of  His  Majesty's  ter- 
ritories, having  been  found  to  afford  tl^  essential 


conveniences  which  are  depiredi  you  a,re  coqat 
peljed  to  decline  tbem. 

The  object  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  in 
framing  these  propositions,  was  to  endeavor  to 
assign  to  the  American  fishermen^  in  the  prose- 
cution of  tbelr  eqiployment,  as  larse  a  participa- 
tion of  the  conveniences  afforded  by  the  neigh- 
boring coasts  of  His  Majesty's  settlements  as 


and  it  was  earnestiv  hoped  that  either  one  or  the 
other  of  tbem  would  have  been  found  to  afford, 
in  a  sufficient  degree,  the  accommodation  which 
was  required. 

The  wish  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent  to  extend  to  the  citizen?  of  the  United 
States  every  advantage  which,  for  the  purposes 
in  view,  can  be  derived  from  the  use  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's coasts,  has  no  other  limit  than  tha^  w^ieh 
IS  neeessarii]^  prescribed  by  a  regard:  to  the  im- 
portant considerations  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
His  Royal  Highness  is  willing  to  make  the  ut« 
most  concession  which  these  considerations  will 
admit ;  and.  in  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  this  dis* 
position,  I  nave  received  His  Royal  Highness's 
instructions  to  acquaint  you  that  if,  upon  exami- 
nation of  the  local  circumstances  of  the  coasts, 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose,  the 
American  Gk>vernment  should  be  of  opioiion  that 
i^either  of  them,  taken  separately,  would  afford, 
in  a  satisfactory  degree,  the  conveniences  which 
are  deemed  requisite.  His  Royal  Highness  will 
be  willing  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  have  the  full  benefit  of  both  of  them,  and 
that,  under  the  conditions  already  stated,  they 
should  be  admitted  to  each  of  the  shores  wnich  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  point  out. 

In  consenting  to  assign  to  their  use  so  large  a 
portion  of  His  Majesty^  coasts,  His  Royal  High- 
ness is  persuaded  that  he  affords  an  unquestion- 
able testimony  of  his  earnest  endeavor  to  meet, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  wishes  of  the  American 
Government,  and  practically  to  accomplish,  in 
the  amplest  manner,  the  objects  which  they  have 
in  view.  The  free  access  to  each  of  these  tracts 
cannot  fail  to  offer  eytrj  variety  of  convenience 
which  the  American  fishermen  can  require  in 
the  different  branches  of  their  occupation ;  and  it 
will  be  observed,  that  an  objection  which  might 
possibly  have  been  felt  to  the  acceptance  of  either 
of  the  propositions,  when  sejparately  taken,  is 
wholly  removed  by  the  offer  or  them  conjointly  j 
as,  from  whatever  quarter  the  wind  may  blow* 
the  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  fishery  will 
always  hare  the  advantage  of  a  safe  port  under 
their  lee. 

Bis  Roval  Higbi^ess  conceives  that  it  is  not  i^ 
His  Ro^al  Higluess's  power  to  make  a  larger 
concession  than  that  which  is  now  jproposed,  with- 
out injury  to  the  essential  rights  of  His  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  some  of  the  chief  interests  of  His 
Majesty's  own  subjects.  But  it  will  be  a  source 
of  sincere  satisfaction  to  His  Royal  Hishness  iff 
in  the  arrangement  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  sbaU 
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fiod,  as  His  RoT^I  Highness  coDfidently  believes 
that  they  will  find,  ample  means  of  continuing  to 
pQrsne  their  occupation  with  the  convenience 
and  advantage  which  they  desire. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 


T%e  Seerdary  ^  Siatt  to  M^.  Bugti. 

Departmsiit  op  State,  Jan.  7, 1817. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  3l8t  of  December,  proposing  an  accom- 
modation of  the  difference  between  oar  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  fisheries,  comprised  in  the 
first  branch  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  by  the  allotment  of  both  the  coasu  com- 
prised in  your  former  propositions. 

Having  stated,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, that,  according  to  the  best  information 
whfch  I  had  been  able  to  obtain,  neither  of  those 
coasts  had  been  much  frequented  by  our  fisher- 
men, or  was  likely  to  be  so  in  future,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  they  would  not,  when  taken  con- 
jointly, as  proposed  in  yout  last  letter,  afford  the 
accommodation  which  is  so  important  to  them, 
and  which  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  it  is  the 
desire  of  your  Government  that  they  should  pos- 
sess. From  the  disposition  manifested  by  your 
Government,  which  corresponds  with  that  of  the 
United  Stales,  a  strong  hope  is  entertained  that 
further  inquiry  into  the  subject  will  enable  His 
HojuX  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  ascertain 
that  an  arrangement,  on  a  scale  more  accommo- 
dating to  the  expectation  of  the  United  States, 
will  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain. 

'  In  the  meantime,  this  Government  will  perse- 
vere in  its  measures  for  obtaining  such  further 
information  as  will  enable  it  to  meet  yours  in  the 
conciliatory  views  which  are  cherished  on  both 
sides.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Charles  Bagot. 


Mr.  Adam$  to  ike  Secretary  of  State,  daUd 

LoNDpM,  March  80, 1817. 

Sir  :  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had  an  in- 
terview with  LordCastlereagb,  when  he  informed 
me  that  the  British  Government  had  come  to  a 
determination  respecting  the  commercial  part  of 
the  proposals  for  the  negotiation  of  a  further 
treaty,  which  I  had  made  last  September ;  that 
they  were  still  not  prepared  to  abandon  their  an- 
cient colonial  system,  but  they  were  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  the  United  States  the  benefits  of  the  free 
port  act  to  the  same  extent  that  they  were  now 
enjoyed  by  the  vessels  of  European  nations,  and 
to  give  a  ^rtial  admission  of  our  vessels  to  the 
island  of  Bermuda  and  to  Turk's  Island.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  adjoining  British  provinces, 
they  would  renew  a  proposal  heretofore  made, 
founded  altogether  upon  the  principle  of  recipro- 
city ;  which  proposal  he  read  to  me  from  a  pape^ 


which  he  said  was  not  quite  finished,  hat  wkiek 
would  be  sent  to  me  in  the  coorae  of  the  not 
day.  Laat  ereniag  I  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  in  t^ 
Foreign  Department,  with  a  draught  «»f  foarajt>- 
cles,  a  copj  of  which,  hastily  made,  I  dow» 
close,  as  Mr.  Everett  leaves  towa  this  moraiig. 
The  part  read  to  me  by  Lord  Castlereftgh  wasdK 
fourth  article,  ezceptisj^  the  last  pftmgrapL 

I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  make  anything  oc 
of  these  articles  to  which  I  can,  under  my  pro- 
enl  instructions,  agree.  I  therefore  enclose  eapie» 
of  them,  with  the  request  of  immediait  farther 
instructions.  Lord  Castlereagh  informed  me tkat 
they  had  received  information  that  the  act  of 
Congress  prohibiting  the  clearanee  of  foreifi 
vessels  for  ports  to  which  vessels  of  the  UniM 
States  are  not  admitted  had  pasaed  ;  and  he  I^ 
peated  the  assurance  that  this  GoTemnieBt  cob- 
sidered  it  aa  perfectly  proper,  and  as  ^ving  tba 
no  cause  of  complaint  or  dissatisfaction.  Iti 


to  me,  however,  that  the  very  slirht  and  paitia 
concessions  ia  tne  enclosed  artielea  are  ia  tended 


to  counteract  its  efieeU;  and  thia  opinkNi 
tributes  to  caution  me  against  anboehbing  lo 
them  without  your  further  orders.  Lord  C«stl^ 
reagh's  offer  is  to  make  them  anppieineBfary  a 
the  convention  of  July  8, 1815^  and  to  be  in  fortr 
for  the  same  time. 

I  am,  with  great  respeef,  dbc 

JOHN  dUINCT  ADAMS. 

Art.  1.  His  Britannic  Majesty  eonaentt  is  ex- 
tend to  the  United  States  the  provisions  of  ihe 
free  port  act,  as  established  by  the  45th  George 
III,  c.  57,  (except  as  far  as  relates  to  negro  sUtcl 
which,  under  the  abolition  acta,  can  no  longer  be 
lawfully  exported  from  any  British  possessiass 
to  any  foreign  country ;)  that  is  to  say,  that  ssr 
sloop,  schooner,  or  other  vessel  whatever,  loc 
having  more  than  one  deck,  and  being  owsci 
and  navigated  by  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
may  import  into  any  of  the  free  poru  in  His  Mt- 
jesty's  possessions  in  the  West  indiea,  from  die 
United  States,  any  of  the  articles  enumeraietf  ia 
the  above  act,  being  of  the  growth  or  prsdBt- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  any  coin,  boUiot^ 
diamonds,  and  precious  stones ;  and  the  said  8^ 
tides  being  of  the  srowth  or  prodoctimi  of  iIk 
United  States,  and  also  all  other  articles  impone^ 
into  the  said  free  ports,  by  virtue  of  this  eonrei- 
tion,  from  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject,  ii 
all  respects,  to  the  same  rules,  regulations,  asi 
restrictions,  and  shall  enjoy  the  same  advantagei 
as  to  re-exporution,  as  are  now  applied  to  sioih 
lar  articles  when  imported  by  authority  of  the 
said  act  from  any  other  foreign  countrjr,  and  k- 
exported  from  the  said  possessions  of^  His  Ms- 
esty.    His  Briunnic  Majesty  further  consents, 
that  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  as  abort 
described,  may  export  from  any  of  the  said  pons 
to  the  United  States,  rum,  of  the  produce  of  aoj 
British  colony  or  possession,  and  also  all  manner 
of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  wtich   sbal! 
have  been  legally  imported  into  those  possessions 
of  His  Majesty  in  which  the  said  free  ports  are 
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establishad,  except  mists,  yards,  or  bowsprits, 
pitch,  tar,  and  tarpeotiDe,  and  also  except  sacb 
iron  as  shall  hare  been  brought  from  the  British 
colonies  or  plantations  in  America. 

And  whereas^  by  an  act  passed  in  the  48th 
year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  cap.  125,  rice,  grain, 
and  flour,  are  added  to  the  articles  previously 
allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  free  ports, 
it  is  agreed  that  those  articles  may  be  importea 
from  the  United  States  into  the  said  free  ports, 
in  Tessels  of  the  United  States,  as  above  de- 
scribed; and  it  is  agreed^  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  any  facilities  granted  in  conse- 
quence of  this  convention  to  American  vessels, 
in  His  Majesty's  said  colonies  and  possessions, 
shall  be  reciprocally  granted,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  to  British  vessels  of  a  similar  de- 
scription engaged  in  the  intercourse  so  allowed 
to  be  carried  on ;  and  that  if,  at  any  future  pe- 
riod, daring  the  continuance  of  this  convention, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  shotild  think  fit  to  grant 
my  further  facilities  to  vessels  of  the  United 
States  in  the  said  colonies  and  possessions,  Brit- 
sh  vessels  trading  between  the  said  colonies  and 
[>oftses8ions  and  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  in 
he  ports  of  the  latter  equal  and  reciproenl  ad- 
rantages. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  articles  imported  into 
he  said  free  ports  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
>f  this  convention,  shall  pay  the  same  duties  as 
ire  or  mtLj  be  payable  upon  similar  articles  when 
mported  into  the  said  free  ports  from  any  for- 
ign  country.  And  the  same  rule  shall  be  ob- 
erred  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  regard 
o  all  duties  cnarffeable  upon  all  such  articles  as 
day,  by  virtue  of  this  convention,  be  exported 
rom  the  said  free  ports  to  the  United  States, 
^ut  His  Britannic  Majesty  reserves  to  himself 
he  right  to  impose  higher  duties  upon  all  arti- 
les  so  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  free 
lorts  from  the  United  States,  or  from  any  other 
oreign  country,  than  are  or  may  be  chargeable 
ipoD  all  similar  articles  when  imported  from  any 
£  His  Majesty's  possessions. 

Art.  2.  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to  al- 
ow the  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  import 
nto  the  island  of  Bermuda  the  following  articles, 
o  wit :  tobacco,  pitchy  tar,  turpentine,  hemp,  flax, 
Dasts,  yards,  bowsprits,  staves,  heading  boards, 
md  plank,  timber,  shingles,  and  lumber  of  any 
iort  $  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  peas,  beans^  potatoes, 
irheat,  rice,  oats,  Mirley,  and  grain  of  any  sort; 
och  commodities  being  the  growth  or  production 
if  the  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States 
if  America  *,  «id  to  export  from  the  said  island 
o  the  United  States,  in  ves:sels  of  the  said  States, 
loy  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever  which 
tre  now  by  law  allowed  to  be  exported  from  His 
if  ajesty's  colonies  and  possessions  ia  the  West 
ndies  to  any  foreign  country  or  place  in  Eu- 
ope ;  and  also  sugar,  molasses,  cofiee,  cocoanuts, 
finger,  and  pimento;  and  also  all  goods,  the 
rrowth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  upon  the 
tame  terms,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties  only 
Ls  would  afieot  similar  articles  when  imported 


from  the  United  States  into  Bermuda,  or  export* 
ed  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States,  in  British 
ships.  And  it  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  a  similar  equality  shall  prevail, 
in  the  ports  of  the  said  States,  with  regard  to  all 
British  vessels  trading  in  similar  articles  between 
the  United  States  and  the  island  of  Bermuda. 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  vessels  of  the  United 
States  may  resort  to  Turk's  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  in  cargoes  of  salt  for  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  vessels  so  resorting  to  the 
said  islands  shall  be  allowed  to  import  tobacco 
and  cotton  wool,  the  produce  of  the  said  United 
States,  upon  the  same  terms,  and  subject  to  the 
same  duties,  as  British  ships  when  engaged  in  a 
similar  intercourse.  It  is  agreed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  a  similar  equalitjr  shall 
prevail  in  the  ports  of  the  said  States,  with  re- 
gard to  all  British  vessels  trading  in  the  same 
articles  between  the  United  States  and  the  said 
Turk's  Island. 

Art.  4.  It  is  agreed  that  the  navigation  of  all 
lakes,  rivers,  and  water  communications,  the  mid- 
dle of  which  is,  or  may  be,  the  boundary  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America  and  the  United  States, 
shall,  with  the  exception  hereinafter  .mentioned, 
at  all  times  be  free  to  His  Majesty's  vessels  and 
those  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.    The 
inhabitants  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
in  North  America,  and  the  citizens  and  subjects 
of  the  United  States,  may  freely  carry  on  trade 
and  commerce,  by  Innd  or  inland  navigation,  as 
aforesaid,  in  goods  and  merchandise  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  British  territories 
in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  or  of  the  United  States,  re* 
spectively,  on  the  said  continent,  (the  countries 
within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
only  excepted;)  and  no  other  or  higher  duties,  or 
tolls,  or  ratesof  carriage  or  portage,  than  which  are. 
or  shall  be,  payable  bv  natives,  respectiveiv,  shall 
be  taken  or  demanded  on  either  side.    All  goods 
or  merchandise,  whose  importation  Into  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may 
freely,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  above  men- 
tioned, be  carried  into  the  said  United  States,  in 
the  manner  aforesaid,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects ;  and  such  goods  or  merchandise  shall 
be  subject  to  no  other  or  higher  duties  than 
would  be  payable  by  eiiizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  importation  of  the  same  in  American  ves- 
sels into  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  all  goods  and  merchandise 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whose  importation  into  His  Majesty's 
said  territories  in  America  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited,  may  freely,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
commerce  above  mentioned,  be  carried  into  the 
same  by  land,  or  by  means  of  such  lakes,  rivers^ 
and  water  communications,  as  above  mentioned| 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  such 
goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  subject  to  no 
other  or  higher  dutres  than  would  be  payable  by 
His  Majesty*^  subjects  on  the  importation  of  the 
same  from  Europe  into  the  said  territories. 
No  doty  shall  be  levied,  by  either  party,  on 
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peltries  or  fun  whieia  may  be  broogkt,  in  the 
maaoer  aforesaid,  bj  land  or  inland  naTigatioa, 
from  the  said  territories  of  another;  bat  tolls  or 
rates  of  ferriage  may  be  demanded  and  taken, 
in  manner  above  mentioned,  on  such  peltries 
or  furs. 

It  is  farther  agreed  that  nothing  in  this  article 
contained,  as  to  the  navigation  of  rivers,  lakes, 
or  water  commaaications,  shall  extend  to  give  a 
right  of  navigation  apon  or  within  the  same,  in 
those  ports  where  the  middle  is  not  the  boondary 
between  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 


Exirmd  of  a  letter  from  Ifr.  Adame  to  Lord  Caeth- 

reagk,  doted 

13  Cravsh  Strbst,  April  21, 1817. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America,  has  received  the  foar  projected  arti- 
cles for  a  supplement  to  the  commercial  conven- 
tion of  3d  /ttly,  1815,  sent  him  by  direction  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  and  has  transmitted  them  for 
the  consideration  of  his  Government. 

By  a  letter  of  instrnction  from  the  Secretary 
of  Sute  of  the  United  States  of  the  5th  Febru- 
ary last,  the  undersigned  is  informed  that  the  nor 
gotiation  between  hjm  and  Mr*  Bagot,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fisheries  on  the  North  American  coast, 
bad  not  been  brought  to  the  desired  result;  that 
it  is  yet  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  it  may  be 
ntisfactorily  settled ;  that,  with  this  view,  it  was 
the  President's  intention  to  renew  the  negotia^ 
tion  as  soon  as.  he  could  obtain  the  information 
necessary  to  ascertain  what  arrangement  would 
be  best  calculated  to  reconcile  the  interesto  of 
both  parties,  which  he  hoped  to  do  in  the  coqrse 
of  a  few  months;  that,  in  the  meantinM|  he  re- 
lied, that  no  measures  would  be  taken  by  His 
Majesty's  Qovernment  to  alter  the  existing  state 
of  thitv* ;  aodf  particularly,  that  the  order  to  the 
naval  officer  commanding  on  that  station,  not  to 
interrupt  or  disturb  the  American  fishermen  dnr* 
ing-the  approaching  seaaon,  would  be  renewed* 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  renewing  to 
Lord  Castlereagh  the  imurance  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

JOHN  Q.UINCY  ADAMS. 


Sxtroet  of  a  letter  Jrom  Lord  Caetlertogh  to  i^. 

Adorns,  dated 

FoBEiGif  Omcs,  May  7, 1817. 

The  undersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec* 
reurv  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairs,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  has  the  honor 
to  acquaint  him  that,  as  soon  as  the  proposition 
which  Mr.  Bagot  was  authorized,  in  July  last,  to 
make  to  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  for 
arranging  the  manner  in  which  American  citizens 
might  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  fisheries  within 
the  British  limits,  bad  been  by  them  declined,  viz : 
''*'*"'  limmediate- 

in  America 
HaUfax; 


the  efiect  of  which  notification  wan  to  xerive  tk 
orders  which  Mr.  Bagot  had  taken  iqwn  hinicii 
to  suspend,  in  the  expectation  that  the  diacoasisii 
in  which  he  was  then  employed  with  tJie  Amer- 
ican Government  would  have  led  to  a  satisii^ 
tory  issue. 

These  discussions  having  failed  of  socceas^  ud 
the  orders  above  alluded  to  being  coBsequeatlf 
now  in  full  force,  the  British  Govemmeot  canaoi 
but  feel  some  reluctance  again  to  suspend  then, 
without  being   in  possession  of  more   preeue 

grounds  for  expecting  an  adioatment.  Pennadcd, 
oweveii  from  the  official  commooiciaaa  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Adams,  that  it  is  not  only  tbe 
sincere  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtn 
to  come  to  an  amicable  arran|[eiiicnt,  but  tlio 
that  he,  bein^  already  in  possession  of  the  viewi 
of  Great  Britain,  is  now  led  to  entertain  astroif 
expectation  that  a  settlement  which  shall  rccot- 
cile  the  interests  of  both  parties  may,  witboit 
any  material  delay,  be  effectuated|  the  Priaei 
R^K^i^'i  under  these  impressionsi  is  willing  u 
give  to  the  American  Gtovernment  this  addiuM- 
al  proof  of  his  earnest  wish  that  the  negotit- 
tion  should  proceed,  under  circumstances  the 
most  favorable  to  a  speedy  and  amicable  conds- 
sion,  by  acceding  to  the  application  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  as  broqgfat  forwmri 
by  Mr.  Adams*  Instructions  will  accoidiagVy  ^ 
expedited  to  the  naval  commanders  on  the  Aok- 
rican  station  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  aai^ 
orders  during  the  approaching  senson.  Amjk 
opportunitv  will  thus  beafibrdcd  for  eoa^to 
an  amicable  arrangement^  more  pnrtacolaiUu 
it  appears  that  the  Ameriran  Secretary,  in  Fdb* 
ruary  last,  had  it  in  contemplation  to  ofiec,  fsc 
the  consideratioa  of  the  British  GoTcrniMaL 
some  specific  proposition  on  the  subject,  wkiek 
Mr.  Bagot  did  not  then  feel  himself  aathoriisd 
to  lake,  ad  rtforendum,  but  which  he  has  sissi 
been  insuucted  to  receive,  and  traasnait  for  tk 
opinion  of  his  CourL 


Jf^-EmektaetrngaaSeeretmryofSlmte^toM 

DfiPARTMXNT  OF  StATB,  Moj^  30,  ISlT. 

Sta:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  haTsUii 
before  the  President,  your  note  of  theS7th  of  thu 
month. 

In  answer  to  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  sute  tht; 
this  Government  is  not  yet  prepared  to  mskc 
known,  in  any  definite  and  final  shape,  the  la- 
tureand  extent  of  the  accommodation  desired  bf 
iu  citizeas  engaged  in  the  fisheries  along  the 
coast  of  His  Britannic  Biajesty'^^ominion^  ac- 
cording to  the  ioTitation  held  <^t,  by  order  of 
the  Prince  Regent  in  your  ooie.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  infoiia 
you  that  he  recognises,  in  the  terms  of  this  invi- 
tation, not  less  than  in  the  general  scope  of  yoer 
note,  a  spirit  of  friendly  accommodation,  which 
this  Government,  not  foregoing  righu  which  it 
feels  itself  bound  to  look  to,  will,  nevertheless,  be 
desirous,  in  the  fullest  extent,  to  reciprocate* 

On  the  return  of  the  President  from  a  tear 
through  pac(  of  the  United  Stales,  which  he  is 
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BOW  apon  Hm  eTe  of  oo«m«fldiiff,  it  it  expected 
that  this  DepartmeDt  will  be  eaabTed  to  offer  taeh 
propositiofls  te,  iMking  for  their  basis  the  prioei* 
pies  stated  in  your  note,  it  is  eonfideatly  hoped 
may  end  in  an  adjustment  of  this  important  in- 
terest, upon  terms  reconcilable  with  the  views  of 
both  nation^  and  serve  to  strengthen  the  harmony 
and  good  nnderstandlng  which  it  is  so  desirable 
to  cnltiTate  and  preserve  between  them. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  Right  Hon.  Ghablbb  Baoot. 


Mr^  J?imA,  Admg  fifovtery  ifSUUt^  to  Mr.  Bagat* 
Dbpartmbht  or  Statb,  AugUMl  4, 1818. 

Sia :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  address  jon  upon 
I  subject  of  deep  interest  to  all  those  citizens  of 
:his  country  who  are  concerned  in  the  fisheries. 

By  representations  made  to  this  Department, 
it  appears  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
snt  fishing  season,  twenty  sail  of  fishing  vessels, 
)f  from  twenty-five  to  fortv-five  tons  burden,  be- 
longing to  ports  of  the  United  States,  were  fitted 
9Ut  and  sailed  for  the  purpose  of  fishing  on  the 
irestern  bank.  That,  wh  ile  on  their  way,  a  num- 
^r  of  them  were  compelled,  by  storm,  to  put  into 
1  harbor  at  Ragged  Island,  near  Shelburne  liffht- 
louse.  That,  while  here,  they  were  boarded  by 
m  officer  of  the  customs,  who  demanded  and  re- 
ceived light-money  from  them,'notwith8tanding 
he  circumstances  of  compulsion  and  distress 
mder  which  they  bad  entered  the  port.  That 
hey  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  bank,  where,  after 
emainingmaay  weeks,  they  completed  their  fares 
if  fish,  and  commenced  their  return  to  the  Uni- 
ed  States.  That,  meeting  with  another  severe 
torm  upon  their  return,  they  were  again  forced 
0  seek  shelter  in  a  British  port,  a  few  leagues  to 
he  westward  of  Halifax.  That  in  this  port  they 
rere  captured  bv  an  armed  barge,  despatched 
rom  the  British  sloop  of  war  Dee,  Captain  Cham- 
«rs,  and  the  next  morning  ordered  for  Halifax, 
vhere  they  all  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June.  That 
he  unfortunate  crews  have  been  exposed  to  pe- 
uliar  laeoRveniences  and  hardships;  and  that 
hose  who  desired  to  retitrti  to  their  homes  were 
efused  passports  towards  Ausilitating  that  end, 
from  the  proper  officers,  to  whom  they  made  ap- 
>lication. 

For  further  particulars  connected  with  the 
ibove  facts,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  an 
•xtract  of  %  letter  to  this  Department  from  the 
!Ollector  of  Boston,  dated  June  the  30th.  It  will 
le  seen  that  it  Is  not  a  case  involving  unsettled 
luestions  between  the  two  countries  in  relation 
o  the  fisheries,  but  which  it  is  so  confidently 
loped  are  in  a  train  of  satisfactory  and  amicable 
irrangement.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  distinctly 
aid  that  the  boats,  far  from  uking  a  fish  in  anv 
waters  claimed  as  British  waters,  took  them  all 
It  the  distance  of  many  leagues  from  the  coast ; 
nrhile  the  other  alleged  facts  would  seem  to  fbr- 
Did  the  imputation  of  their  having  entered  a 
British  harbor  from  any  other  than  a  lawful  and 
necessary  motive. 


Should- the  facts  as  represented  prtMre  to  be 
well  founded,  the  President  ieels  persuaded  that 
yonr  Qovernment  will  not  fail  to  take  snch  mea- 
tnres,  at  well  towards  redressing  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  in  the  present  instance,  as  towards 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  one  of  the  like  na- 
ture, as  are  due  to  justice  and  the  hsrmooy  aqd 
good  understanding  which  so  happily  subsist  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept,  dbc. 


Mr,  Bagot  to  Jfi*.  Rush. 

Wa8Hiiiotoii,  AuguMt  8, 1817. 

Sin :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  yonr 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  acquainting  me  with  the 
representations  which  had  been  made  to  the  De- 

eirtment  of  State  in  relation  to  the  seizore,  by 
is  Majesty's  ship  Dee,  of  certain  American  fish- 
ing vessels  found  in  the  harbors  of  Port  Negro 
and  Ragged  Island^  upon  the  coast  of  Nova  ScoUa, 
and  transmitting  to  me  the  extract  of  a  letter 
upon  the  subject  from  the  collector  of  the  customs 
at  Boston. 

Should  the  circumstances  of  this  seizure,  as 
they  have  been  represented  to  the  American 
Qovernment,  prove  to  be  correct,  I  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  giving  you  every  assurance  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  will  willingly  take 
measures  for  the  prompt  redress  of  the  injuries 
to  which  it  may  have  led,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  their  recurrence ;  but  the  representations  which 
I  have  received  upon  the  subject  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  His  Majesty's  souadron  on 
the  Hslifax  station  differ  so  essentially  in  point 
of  fact  from  those  which  have  been  made  to  the 
American  Qovernment,  that  I  have  every  reason 
to  hope  that,  upon  a  proper  investigation  of  the 
transaction,  it  will  nut  be  found  to  involve  any 
just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  enclosed, 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  eapiatn  of  His  Mte- 
jeaty^s  ship  Dee  to  the  eotaiBiander  of  Mis  Ma- 
jesty's squadron  on  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia-,  re- 
porting the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  deemed 
it  lo  be  his  duty  to  detain  these  vessels,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  orders  under  which  he  has 
acted. 

B^  these  papers  you  will  perceive  that  the  ves- 
sels in  question  were  in  the  habit  of  occupying,- 
and  were,  at  the  time  of  their  seizure,  actually 
occupying,  for  the  purposes  of  their  fishery,  the 
settled  harbors  of  His  Majesty^  dominions,  in 
violation  of  the  orders  at  all  times  enforced  against 
all  foreign  vessels  detected  in  making  similar  en- 
croachments, and  of  which  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  masters  of  these  vessels  could  have  been 
ignorant. 

The  proceeding  which  have  been  instituted 
upon  the  captured  vessels  will  necessarily  lead  to 
a  complete  investigation  of  all  tbe  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  detained ;  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  merits  of  the  whole  case, 
which  appear  to  rest  altogether  upon  questions 
of  fkct,  will  be  then  fhlly  ascertained. 

I  have  the  the  honor  to  be^  dbc. 
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By  Sir  Datid  Miuib,  K.  C.  B.  and  K.  W.  N., 

.    Bear  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  CoamaQder- 

ia^ehief  of  HU  M ajestv's  ships  and  jressels  en- 

plof  ed,  aod  to  be  employed,  in  North  America, 

and  on  the  lakes  of  Canada,  fte^  &c. 

Ton  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro* 
eeed,  in  His  Majesty's  ship  nnder  voar  command, 
to  Halifax ;  and,  having  received  on  board  a  pilot 
at  that  port,  you  will  repair  and  cruise  between 
Sambro  light-house  and  Cape  Sable,  using  every 
means  in  your  power  for  the  protection  of  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  fisheries  on  that  coast,  against 
the  encroachment  of  foreigners. 

On  your  meeting  with  anv  foreiffn  vessel  fish- 
ing or  at  anchor  in  anr  of  the  harbors  or  ereeks 
in  his  Majesty's  Norto  American  provinces,  or 
within  our  maritime  jurisdiction,  you  will  seize 
and  send  such  vessel  so  trespassing  to  Halifax  for 
adjudication,  unless  it  should  clearly  appear  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  put  in  there  in  conse- 
quence of  distress ;  acquainting  me  with  the  cause 
of  such  seixure,  and  every  other  particular,  to 
enable  me  to  give  all  information  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

You  are  to  come  within  sight  of  signals  from 
Sambro  light-house  every  fourteen  days^  if  the 
wind  and  weather  will  permit,  and  watt  eight 
hours  at  that  distance,  x  ou  will  continue  on 
this  service  for  six  weeks  from  your  sailing  from 
Halifax,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  you  will 
return  to  that  port  for  further  orders. 

Given  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Leander, 
Bermuda,  the  ]2(h  day  of  May,  1817. 

DAVID  MILNE,  Rear  Admiral. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Cbambers, 

of  Hit  Majesty* 9  skip  Dee, 

By  command  of  the  Rear  Admiral: 

J.  P.  LAMBY. 


CmUun  Samuel  Chamben,  of  1£»  Bfitatmit  M^ 
>ct  Va  $kip  Deif  to  Bear  Admiral  Sir  Damd  MUme, 
doled 

.  His  Majistt's  ship  Dbs, 

07P  SBBLBtJBNfi,  J^ifie  8,  1817. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the 
12th  ultimo,  I  sailed  from  Halifax  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  but  did  not  meet  or  receive  any  intelli- 
gence of  foreign  fishing  vessels  being  within  our 
jurisdiction  until  the  2M  instant;  when,  beine  ofi* 
the  Lie  Maten,  1  was  informed  that  the  whole 
of  the  banks  to  the  westward  (ofi*  Cape  Sable 
and  Shelburne)  were  fished  by  American  schoon- 
ers ;  aod  that  they  continually  resorted  to  the 
creeks  on  this  coast  in  order  to  catch  their  bait, 
clean  their  fish,  wood,  water,  dbc.  i  this,  of  course, 
is  highhr  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  indus- 
trious nshermen  on  this  coast.  I  was  also  in- 
formed that  the  intricate  harbors  of  Cape  Negro 
and  Ragged  Island  were  their  resort  most  even- 
ings, several  going  in ;  but  more  particularly  on 
Saturdays,  when  they  remain  till  Monday,  to 
procure  bait  for  the  ensuing  week.  At  the  former 
place  they  had  not  been  well  received ;  at  the 


latter,  I  suspect,  much  eneoorMoesc  had  beiB 
given  them  by  an  individuaL    liiitettded  baviai 
our  boau  into  Bagged  Islaud  harbor  before  daf- 
light  on  the  ith,  but  light  winda  jwercsted  am 
gccting  that  length.    I,  therefore,  in  the  eoQ» 
of  the  day, put  into  Shelburne;  and,  in  the  evei- 
ing,  deapatched  the  boats,  uaider  the  charge  af 
Lieutcimat  Hooper,  into  Ragged   Isdaod,  wiii 
the  order  I  enclose ;  the  weather  prereatiag  asy 
boats  returning  until  the  7th,  whea  I  rcceirei 
information  that  nine  American  fishing  vessels 
had  been  found  at  Ragged  Island  hartor,  iyiai 
with  their  nets  set.    Lieutenant  Hooper  icsujaed 
at  this  place,  and  despatched  Lieotenant  Ltthe- 
nere,  with  a  gig  and  cutter,  to  Cape  fiap^  vith 
the  enclosed  order.    He  found  two  Aoeneaa 
fishing  vessels  in  the. harbor, aad  aevea  oibcn 
came  in  in  the  course  of  Saturday.     The  whck 
joined  me  this  day  with  two  others  that  caae 
into  Ragged  Island.    I  have,  therefore,  in  obci- 
ence  to  your  directions,  sent  them  into  Halifax 
for  adjudication ;  as  any  distress  thej  may  pteitf 
might,  with  more  ease,  be  relieved  at  the  regak 
harbor  of  Shelburne.  which  has  been  avoided  1»: 
two  intricate  harbors  in  its  immediate  neighbot- 
hood. 

I  beg  further  to  sute  that,  without  the  use  ol 
our  harbors,  it  appears  impossible  foraay  foreign- 
ers  to  carry  on  successful  fishing  on  Uis  coast 
which  fishing  has  much  injured  our  fisUermea 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  constder- 
able  smuggling  of  tobacco,  shoes,  dbc^  is  earriej 
on  bv  their  boats.  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  lu:a^ 
the  detained  vessels,  and  also  to  inform  yoa  Out 
from  some  of  the  Americans  attempting  to  ttm^ 
with  some  of  our  boats'  crews,  and  the  houns 
conduct  of  others.  1  have  been  obliged  to  tab 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  any  of  U< 
vessels  being  run  away  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

SAM'L  CHAMBERS,  Otptfaia. 
Sir  David  Milhi.  K.  C.  B., 

Oommander^m-ddrf^^. 


Eairaei  of  a  IdUr  from  Mr.  Adamo, 
Siaie^  io  Mr.  Rook,  Bnwojfp  4««  ai 


Dbpartmbiit  op  Statb,  Nov.  6, 1817. 

A  full  power  to  conclude  a  commercial  trtaif 
is  furnished  you,  together  with  your  commissioe 
and  credential  letters ;  aod  in  your  earliest  coa> 
munications  with  the  British  Secretary  of  Sta» 
for  Foreign  Afiairs,  you  will  give  him  notice  thti 
you  have  such  a  jwwer.  Should  he,  then  or  a: 
any  subsequent  time,  while  the  United  States 
are  at  peace,  naanifest,  on  the  part  of  his  Grovera- 
meat,  a  disposition  to  enter  upon  the  negotiatioa. 
and  be  provided  with  similar  powers,  yoa  wil: 
recur  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  Americu 
Plenipotentiaries  for  the  negotiation  of  the  peace. 
Io  them  all  the  views  of  this  Government,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proper  regulation  of  maritime  nea- 
trality,  are  developed  at  large ;  and  the  PresideaL 
still  convinced  that  the  principles  there  reeom- 
mended  are  the  best  adapted  to  promote  the  grea: 
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and  penDftoent  welfare  of  all  m^nkiad,  aird  the 
preserratioD  of  peace  apon  earth,  is  yet  willing 
that  the  United  States  should  he  hound  by  them, 
when  their  occasional  and  temporary  oneration 
may  be  to  their  disadvantage,  provided  tney  can 
secure  the  benefit  of  them  when  they  shall  here- 
after be  under  circumstances  to  operate  in  thefr 
faTor. 

With  regard  to  the  strictly  commercial  part  of 
the  treaty,  the  principles  for  regulating  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries  during  peace,  you  will 
recur  to  the  same  instructions  to  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries for  the  peace,  to  the  commercial  conven- 
tion of  3d  July,  1815,  and  to  the  instructions  given 
to  your  predecessor  in  reference  to  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  commercial  treaty,  particularly  with  re- 
gard to  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and 
upon  this  continent. 


Extraet  of  a  kUer  fi&m  Mr,  Adanu  to  Mr.  JEntA, 

dtOtd 

Dipartmbut  op  State,  May  21, 1818. 

The  other  law  to  whieh  I  have  called  your  at- 
tention is  an  act  concerning  navigation,  passed 
on  the  18th,  and  published  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer of  the  21st  April.  It  meets  the  British 
prohibitive  colonial  system  by  direct  and  coun- 
tervailing prohibition,  to  commence  from  and 
after  the  30th  of  September  next.  The  vote  upon 
its  passage  in  the  Senate,  where  it  originated, 
was  all  but  unanimous,  and  in  the  House  of  Rep 
reseatatives  the  opposition  to  it  amounted  only 
to  fifteen  or  sixteen  votes. 

Although  no  formal  communication  of  this 
law  to  the  British  Government  will  be  necessary, 
it  may  naturally  he  expected  that  it  will  be  no- 
ticed in  your  occasional  conversations  with  Lord 
Castlereagh.    He  will  doubtlees  remember,  and 
may  be  reminded  of,  the  repeated  efforts  made  by 
this  Oovernment  to  render  it  unnecessary  by  an 
amicable  arrangement,  which  should  place  on  an 
equitable  footinf^  of  reciprocity  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  British  colo- 
nies ;  he  will  renaember  the  repeated  warnings 
given,  that  to  this  result  it  must  come,  unless 
some  relaxation  of  the  British  prohibitions  should 
take  place ;  and  his  own  equaUy  repeated  admis- 
sions, that  the  exercise  of  the  prohibitive  riffht 
on  the  ^rt  of  the  United  States  would  be  aito- 
^etber  just,  and  would  give  no  dissatisfaction 
vrhatever  to  Great  Britain.    You  are,  neverthe- 
less, authorized  to  assure  him  that  the  President 
assented  to  this  measure  with  great  reluctance, 
because,  however  |ust  in  itself  it  may  be,  its  ten- 
dencies cannot  but  be  of  an  irritating  cbaractier 
to  the  interests  which  it  will  immediately  affect, 
and  because  his  earnest  desire  is  to  remove  causes 
of  irritation,  and  to  multiply  those  of  a  concilia- 
tory nature  between  the  two  countries.    Such 
has  manifestly  been,  on  both  sides,  the  effect  of 
the  equalizing  and  reciprocal  provisions  of  the 
convention  of  Julj^,  1815;  and  such,  he  has  no 
doubt,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  extension  of  its 
principles  to  the  commercial  intercourse  between 


the  United  States  and  ^the  British  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  and  on  this  continent ;  and  you  are 
authorized  again  to  repeat  the  offer  of  treating 
for  a  fair  and  equitable  arrangement  of  this  inter* 
est.  A  further  inducement  for  making  this  offer 
may  be  stated  in  the  expediency  of  lookin|^  for- 
ward, without  further  delay,  to  the  expiration  of 
the  convention  of  1815,  which  has  now  little 
more  than  one  year  to  remain  in  force.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  oorameroial  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, both  here  and  in  Great  Britain,  should  have 
timely  notice  of  the  state  in  which  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  are  to  stand  after  the 
termination  of  that  convention.  And,  as  there 
are  other  objects  of  moment  to  be  adjusted,  the 
President  desires  you  to  propose  an  immediate 
general  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty,  ,to 
embrace  the  continuance,  for  a  further  term  of 
— — ^  years,  of  the  convention ;  and  also  the  othev 
sabjecta  in  discussion  between  the  two  Govern- 
ment8-^«amely,  the  question  concerning  the 
slaves,  that  relating  to  the  fisheries,  the  boundary 
line  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  the  Colum- 
bia river  settlement.  The  President  prefers  tak- 
ing this  course  to  that  of  submitting  to  commis- 
sioners, at  least  immediately,  questions  upon 
which  he  thinks  it  probable  the  two  Governments 
mav  thus,  by  a  shorter  process,  come  to  a  mutual 
understanding  between  themselves. 

If,  upon  making  this  proposal,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment agree  to  this  negotiation,  the  President 
proposes  that  Mr.  Gallatin  and  yon  should  be 
authorized,  jointly,  as  plenipotentiaries,  to  con- 
clude the  treaty,  which  it  is  very  desirable  may 
be  concluded  in  season  to  arrive  here  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  CongresSi 
which  is  to  be  on  the  third  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber. Instructions  will  be  transmitted  immediate- 
ly to  Mr.  Gallatin  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  repair  to  London,'  upon  receiving  notice  from 
you.  should  plenipotentiaries  be  aj^pointed  to 
treat  with  you;  and,  besides  the  instructions 
which  formed  the  basis  of  ikf  existing  conven- 
tion, and  others  already  in  your  possession,  fur- 
ther documents  will  be  forwarded  to  vou  as  soon 
as  possible,  which  may  assist  you  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  negotiation. 

We  entertain  hopes  that  this  measure  may  re- 
sult In  a  new  treaty,  which  will  remove  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  causes  of  dissension  between  us 
and  Great  Britain.  The  satisfaction  with  which 
we  have  observed  the  avowal  of  the  most  liberal 
commercial  principles  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
Parliament  has  already  been  noticed  in  my  last 
letter.  The  opening,  if  not  of  all,  at  least  of  a 
great  portion,  of  the  ports  of  South  America  to 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  which,  under  every 
possible  course  of  events,  must  be  now  considered 
as  irrevocable ;  and  the  bill  which  we  perceive 
was  before  Parliament  for  establishing  free  ports 
in  the  British  American  colonies,  all  tend  to  con- 
vince us  that  Great  Britain  must  see  that  a  relax- 
ation from  her  colonial  restrictions  has  become 
the  unequivocal  dictate  of  her  own  interest. 

J.  a  ADAMS. 

Hon.  RiGBARD  RasH. 
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BxiraeU  of  a  Utter  fnm  Jfr.  AiamBy  Seenkety  of 
State,  to  M^.  OaUatin,  dattd 

Dbpartment  of  Statb, 

Washington^  Mojf  22, 1818. 

Tbe  present  stite  of  tbe  relations  betwetn  the 
United  States  and  Gkeat  Britain  has  suggested 
to  the  President  the  expediency  of  proj^oaing  to 
the  British  Qorernment  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  of  ainity  and  commerce,  to  etnhraee  the 
continuance  for  eight  years  Idnger  of  the  'com- 
mercial con?ention  of  Jalv  3, 1815,  and  to  attempt 
the  adjustment  of  other  ohjeets  interesting  to  the 
two  countries,  and  upon  which  the  GtoTernments 
hate  not  yet  oeen  able  to  come  to  an  agreement. 
It  is  desirable  that  this  negotiation  lihoold  take 
place  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Bummer,  and 
that  its  result  ishould  be  transmitted  here  for  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
fixed  for  the  third  Monday  of  November.  Pdr, 
as  the  convention,  unless  continued,  will  expire 
in  July,  1819,  and  as  it  is  doe  to  the  interests 
of  the  nnefChants  on  both  sides  affected  by  it  that 
early  notice  should  ble  given  whether  its  provis- 
ions are  to  be  continued  or  to  Cease,  it  appears 
that  no  time  is  to  be  loet  in  bringing  tbe  ques* 
tion  of  its  renewal  or  cessation  to  an  imihediate 
isscie.  As  the  motives  for  taking  up  tbe  sub- 
ject thus  earljr  are  operative  alike  upon  both  par- 
ties, and  as,  in  the  event  of  the  expiration  of 
the' convention  of  July,  1815,  legislative  meas^ 
ures  preparatory  to  that  contingency  will  doubt- 
less be  necessary  as  well  in  PHrliament  as  in 
Congress,  it  is  expected  tliat  this  proposal  will 
be  acceded  to  by  the  British  Government,  and 
that  Pledipotentiaries  on  their  part  will  be  ap- 
pointeil  to  treat  with  yon  and  Mr.  Rush,  to  whom 
jointly  tbe  President  proposes  to  commit  the  trust 
of  Ibis  negotiation 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Rush  relating  to  this  subject  is  herewith  enclosed ; 
and  the  President  desires  that  you  would  hold 
yourself,  accordingly,  ready  to  repair  to  London 
immediately  npon  recelvittg  the  notice  from  Mr. 
Rush  that  the  British  €k)vemment  agree  to  the 
proposal,  and  have  appointed,  or  are  readv  to 
appoint,  Plenipotentiaries  to  confer  and  conclude 
With  you.  Y()ur  long  experience  and  great 
knowledge  of  the  subjects  to  be  treated  on  are 
the  motives  of  the  President  for  associating  you 
in  thift  commission.  A  full  power  for  the  nego- 
tiatiott  Is  herewith  enclosed,  and  further  instruc- 
tibns  and  documents  relating  to  it  wfU  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Rush  as  soon  as  they  can  be  pre- 
pared. Yotir  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses 
upod  this  special  mission  will  be  allowed  in  like 
manner  with  those  of  a  similar  mission  upon 
which  you  were  employed  last  Summer  In  the 
Netherlands. 

The  President  is  willing  that  tbe  convention 
of  July  3, 1615,  should  be  continued  for  eight  or 
even  ten  years  as  it  stands.  Its  operation  has 
indeed  been  in  some  respects  disadvantageous  to 
the  United  States,  and  favorable  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, owing  to  the  revival  of  the  interdiction  of 
access  to  our  vessels  to  the  British  West  India 


and  North  AmeHemn  colonic,  "While  trar  Inter- 
course with  them  has  been  exclusively  confined 
to  British  vessels.  Yet  that  the  injttry  to  oar 
navigatidn  and  shipping  Interest  has  not  been 
very  essential,  we  have  many  indications. 

The  moral  effect  of  the  equalization  of  duties 
on  both  sides  in  softening  national  asperities  hu 
been  unequivocal,  and  is  an  object  or  much  im* 
portance,  deserving  to  be  cherished  and  improved 
by  both  Governments.  The  encouragement  which 
(he  convention  has  j^iven  to  our  trade  with  tbe 
British  possessions  in  the  Bast  Indies  is  more 
questionable,  as  that  trade  operates  upon  us  as  a 
continual  and  embarrassing  drain  of  specie.  But 
as  it  has  been  a  trade  of  profitable  returns,  and 
as  it  would  still  to  a  great  extent  be  carried  on 
with  the  native  States  of  India,  If  wie  should  be 
excluded,  or  oar  intbrcoarse  should  be  burdened 
and  restricted  with  the  British  territories,  the 
President  will  be  satisfied  fo  leave  it  as  it  is,  and 
subject  to  the  increasing  conipetition  of  the  Brit- 
ish private  traders  with  India,  which  will  be 
likely  to  affect  the  interests  of  the  British  com- 
pany more  than  ours. 

The  other  interests  which  the  President  hopes 
may  he  adjusted  by  this  negotiation  are — 

1.  The  intercourse  with  the  British  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  and  North  America.  You  are 
well  acquainted  With  the  failure  of  the  attempt 
to  extend  the  convention  of  1815  to  this  inter- 
course at  the  negotiation  of  the  convention,  and 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  four  additional  ar- 
ticles were  proposed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
a  copy  of  which  you  have.  There  was  reison 
to  believe  that  Lord  Castlereagh  was  personally 
well  disposed  to  a  more  liberal  expansion  of  the 
colonial  intercourse,  although  the  Cabinet  was 
not  entirely  prepared  for  it.  The  manner  in 
which  he  has  recently  avowed  a  liberal  commer- 
cial principle  in  Parliament,  and  thje  anprobation 
with  which  that  avowal  was  received ;  the  ob- 
vious, though  not  declared,  bearing  which  (hose 
sentiments  had  both  upon  the  South  Ameri- 
can contest  and  upon  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies ;  the 
free  port  acts  which  we  understand  have  been  in- 
troduced into  Parliament,  and  are  even  said  to 
have  passed,  strongly  and  concurrently  indicate 
that  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  policy  of  the 
Cabinet  on  this  subject;  and  we  hope  that  now 
is  precisely  the  fkvortible  time  for  taking  advan- 
tage of  it.  Our  own  navigation  act  may,  perhaps, 
contribute  to  the  same  effect ;  and  even  should 
it  operate  otherwise,  and  confirm  them  in  their 
obstinate  exclusion  of  our  vessels  from  those 
ports,  as  it  will  mafte  their  exclusion  from  ours 
to  the  same  extent  reciprocal,  it  learea  us  the 
more  free  to  agree  to  the  renewal  of  the  conven- 
tion of  July,  1815,  if  nothing  more  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

2.  Indemnity  to  the  owners  of  theslaves  carried 
away  from  the  United  States  by  British  officersL 
after  the  ratification  of  the  peace  of  Ghent,  and 
contrary  to  a  stipulation  in  the  first  article  of 
that  treaty. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  two 
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GtovernaieDtB,  od  tMi  stttt^jeet,  are  tn  Hie  potMtk- 
lioA  of  lir.  Rusb.  They  dimgreed  io  their  eoo- 
itructi^ii  of  tbe  atipulAtion  alhided  to ;  and,  each 
party  adhering  to  its  own  view  of  it,  a  proposal 
was  nMde,  aearly  two  years  sinoe,  od  our  paM,  to 
refer  it  to  tbe  arbitration  of  sooie  lirieadty  evve- 
rei^D.  Tbis  proposal,  wbieh  Mr.  Rash,  upon  bis 
amtai  in  Eogiaod^  renewed,  bas  now  been  ac- 
cepted by  tbe  British  Gkivtronant }  bat  with  a 
forther  proposal  to  refer  It,  and  twootber-subjecfs, 
for  arrsagement  in  tbe  first  iostanee,  to  commls- 
sioos  Jibe  those  vnder  tbe  fourth/fiftb,  sistb,  and 
lereotb  artieles  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Gheat. 

3. 4.  TbeM  other  aobr^eetS'  are,  tbe  boundary 
liae  from  tbe  northwest  eoraer  of  tbe  Lake  of 
tbe  Woods  wcatwatd)  which  yon  remember  was 
aJJ  bat  agreed  npon,  nnd  went  off  upon  a  coUaie- 
rd  iocidem  at  Ghent ;  aad  our  tiile  to  ibre  setiie- 
meat  at  tbe  tnonth  of  the  Cotaoabi*  rtver« 

The  eipedicoey  of  rderring  any  of  these  (pM»- 
tioBs  to  two  comoarissioners)  one  befooging  to  each 
of  tine  two  coiMftries,  is  rery  doobtfaC  With  re- 
gsrd  to  tbe  slaTee,  and  to  Cotnmbia  river,  it  caa 
icarcely  be  expected  that  the  commissioner  of 
either  party  would  nltimately  entertain  an  opinion 
different  from  that  niready  proaonnced  by  bis 
own  QovemBMDt ;  and,  if  concession  npon  one 
point  ia  to  be  made  the  condkion  of  correspond- 
ing concession  npon  tbe  other,  it  may  with  more 
propriety  be  effected  by  compromise  between  the 
two  GoTerameott,  than  by  jitdioiary  powers  giv- 
en by  them  to  individttals.  under  afiegianco  to 
tbe  two  eoontriea  tbemseWes.  As  to  the  line 
from  rhe  Lake  of  tbe  Woods,  as  aoone  diesatiefae- 
tioB  has  already  been  excited  here  by  tbe  expense 
oeeaiiooed  by  the  two  commissions  already  em« 
liloyed  in  settling  the  beondary,  another  commia- 
NOD,  to  draw  a  line  through  the  depth  of  tbe 
deserts,  and  to  an  iadefioite  extent,'woa1d  be  still 
mors  liable  toeenanre;  besides  the  apprehension 
which  it  might  raiee,  that  tbe  issue  or  the  com- 
niision  would  be  to  bring  the  British  territory 
t^in  in  contact  with  the  Mississippi. 

5.  The  fisheries. 

Tbe  correspondknce  between  the  two  Cbvem- 
meais  on  this  aubjeet  leaves  it  siiH  in  tbe  noeet^ 
tied  state  in  which  it  was  left  at  the  peace.  Two 
pv^^postls  have  been  made  on-  the  part  of  the 
Brittsb  Gbfemment,  neilber  of  wtrieh  proving 
acceptably  n  eoiMteT'ffopoaat  from  ua  has  been 
proni^H,  aad  wilt  bo  eoatetoed  in  ibe  further 
detailed  iaetraeiioos  which  wiM  be  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  Mr«  Rush,  to  bkist  io  the  coodum 
of  tbe  negotiation. 


Jambo  tfoiiRon,  PrmdmU  of  the  UxUed  SuUet  : 
Tq  aU  wham  the$e  jaretctU9  ^halL  coHcemr- 
QneUng: 

Koow  ye,  that,  for  the  porpoae  of  perpetuating 
Mtween  tbe  United  Stntes  and  bis  Britannic 
ilsjesty  the  hftrmony  and  fpood  oonreapondence 
htppiiy  subaisting  between  them,  and  of  remov- 
>BgaU  groanda  of  dissatisfaction,  and  reposing 
*pteitl  trust  and  confidence  in  the  iaiagffity, 
pndeace,  and  nbilities,  of  Albert  Qaliatin^ 
15th  Com.  2d  Ssss. 


BnVoy  Bxtsaordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoteb- 
tiiryat  tbe  Court  of  France;  and  of  Riciiaild 
Rush,  onr  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  tbe  Court  of  tbe  United  King* 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  I  have  invest- 
ed tlnm  with  full  and  aU  manaer  of  power  and 
authority,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  any  person  or 
persons  authorized  by  His  Royal  Hignness  the 
Prince  Regent^  acting  id  the  name  and  behalf  of 
His  Bifaiestiir  tbe  King  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  being  furnished  with 
like  power  and  authority ;  and  with  him  or  them 
to  oi^ree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate,  of  and  ooo- 
ceromg  the  renewal  of  the  convention  conclnded 
at  London  on  the  3d  of  July,  1816,  and  conbeio- 
ing  tbe  general  commerce  between  the  United 
Statea  and  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions  or 
dependencies,  and  such  other  matters  and  subjecls 
interesting  to  the  two  notions  as  may  be  ^iren 
to  them  in  charge;. and  to  conclude  and  si|^n 
treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  oonventiona, 
lonebing  the  premises;  transmitting  the  same  4o 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ftnnl 
catifioation,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consettt 
oi  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  testtmony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  united  Stares  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Given  under  my  hand,at  the  City  of  Wash- 
[l.  0.J  ingtoo.  the  22d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  181t, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  the  forty^second. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Bf  tbe  President: 

JOHN  aumCY  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Acbme  io  Mr,  Rush^  dated 
Dbpaetm niiT  OP  Stats,  May  30, 181d. 

It  is  not  our  desire  to  embarrass  ihe  propoeed 
commercial  negotiation  with  any  of  tbe  questions 
of  maritime  regolationa  adapted  to  a  state  of 
warfare.  We  do  not  wish  that  blockade,  contm- 
band  trade  with  enemies  or  their  p>lonieB,  or 
even  impreasment,  sbonld  be  drawn  into  the  dia- 
oossioa.  uitleis  such  a  wish  sbonld  be  maaileatod 
on  tbe  British  side. 

Mr.  Begot  baa  been  informed  that  thu  nepoti- 
atioa  will  be  proposed,  and  that,  in  theewnt  of 
iw^being  agreed  to,  another  Pfenipotentiary  will 
be  joiuM  with  yon,  to  ooafer  and  eonclude  witli 
thoseivbo  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Great 
Briuili.  He  m  not  aware  that  there  will  be  aow 
objection  to  it  ^  hot,  if  there  sbonld  be  any,  ma 
the  British  Government  should  determine  tokeop 
the  renewal  of  the  commercial  coaventien  dia- 
tinct  from  every  other  sabjcet  to  be  arranged 
between  the  two  countries,  you  will,  of  conne, 
not  aire  the  notice  to  Mr.  Gallatin  to  repair  to 
London,  mentioned  in  my  lost  despatch.  If  flm 
British  Cabinet  agree  to  negotiate,  it  is  h6ptf 
tliat  the  special  instructions  to  be  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  you  will  reach  yon  as  soon  as  Mr. 
Qallntin  will  find  it  convenient  to  meet  you  ifi 
London.    If  the  Britidh  Cabinet  prefer,  liy  a 
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flbfle  article,  to  renew  the  coDTeatioo  of  Joly, 
1815,  for  a  term  of  eight,  teo,  or  eveo  twelre 

{ears,  or  anjr  shorter  period,  your  foil  power, 
eretofore  giTea,  will  be  ttiU  in  force,  aM  will 
enable  700  to  eonelode  such  ao.  article,  tubjcet  to 
the  ratification  here,  bf  and  with  the  adriee  and 
content  of  the  Senate. 


Extrad  of  a  leHerfrom  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

LoMDOS,  June  26, 1818. 

In  mj  interview  with  Lord  CaBtlereagh  on  the 
11th  of  this  month,  other  subjects  were  treated 
than  those  I  have  alreadjr  commonicated,  of 
which  it  is  proper  that  I  should  now  gire  a  par- 
ticular account. 

In  the  foremost  rank  stands  impressment.  A 
•officient  interval  having  elapsed,  I  aiiked  his 
Lordship  if  any  aasWer  was  made  up  on  the  pro- 
posal I  bad  submitted  00  the  18tb  of  April.  He 
replied  that  he  bad  brought  it  before  the  Cabinet, 
where  it  had  been  eonaidered  with  all  the  care 
which  it  merited.  He  proceeded  to  touch  upon 
aome  of  the  principles  and  arguments  to  which 
the  subject  alwafs  leads.  He  adverted  first,  as 
connected  with  naturalization,  to  the  opposite 
opinion  which  the  two  Qovemmeots  held  upon 
the  doctrine  of  allegiance.  1  said  that  1  was 
aware  of  no  opinions  entertained  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stales  upon  that  point,  except 
such  es  were  sanctioned  by  the  ancient  and  pre- 
dominant authorities  of  law,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral usage  of  Europe.  He  next  observed  that 
we  gave  to  our  ships  a  character  of  sovereignty 
which  Great  Britain  did  not ;  that  we  considered 
them  part  of  our  territory,  clothing  them  with 
correspoodiog  immunities.  I  said  it  was  true 
that  we  did  consider  our  ships  quite  asioviolable 
as  the  soil,  in  the  protection  which  they  should 
afford  to  our  setmen,  whether  native  or  natural- 
ised ;  but  never  had  we,  as  a  neutral,  claimed  to 
shield  them  from  entry. under  any  of  the  just 
belligerent  rights  of  search;  that  is,  whether  to 
look  for  persons  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of 
a  co-belligerent,  articles  contraband  of  war,  or 
enemy's  property.  That  these  constituted  the 
utmost  limit  to  which  the  belligerent  claim  had 
ever  been  pushed.  What  we  complained  of  was, 
that  Great  Briuin,  passing  them  all,  should  enter 
a  new  field,  and  set  up  a  right  to  enforce  in  oor 
vessels,  while  navigating  the  high  seas,  her  own 
municipal  laws.  His  Lordship  did  not  view  it 
in  this  light,  but  spoke  of  the  claim  as  one  being 
astablished.and  incontestable  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  He  aaid  it  became  his  duty  to  add.  that, 
on  a  full  consideration  of  the  proposal,  it  had  not 
been  found  practicable  to  fortgo,  nnder  any  con- 
TOBtional  agreement,  the  execution  of  which  was 
lo  depend  upon  the  legisletive  ordinances  of  ano- 
ther country,  this  right  of  looking  for  her  snbjeet^ 
upon  the  ocean  whevever  she  might  be  likely  to 
ind  them. 

Prom  the  broad  ground  of  this  decision,  it  be- 
came evident  that  there  could  no  longer  he  any 
possible  advantage  in  adhering  to  the  course 
marked  down  in  my  despatch  of  the  80th  of 


April.  Thia,  it  will  be  recniiacted,  van  act  a 
disclose,  in  the  first  Instance,  all  my  powers.  I 
therefore  risked  nothing  in  aakin^  hb  LorU: 
what  difference  it  wooid  make  if  tke  Usiiee 
States  would  agree  to  exclude  from  aarvtec,* 
board  both  of  their  ships  of  w»r  and  Bnercbst 
vesseb,  all  native  bom  British  subjects. 

He  replied  that  this,  indeed,  would  be  gois^i 
step  further,  bot  it  would  still  leaive  the  propoa 
within  the  principle  of  their  objeetioa.  Thai  th 
objection,  in  short,  went  to  the  full  length  ofii 
unwillingness  to  concede,  by  treaty,  ther^r  « 
entering  the  vessels  of  a  foreign  Power,  to  look 
for  their  sobjecto,  whatever  its  teraaa. 

I  now  remarked  that  1  heard  this  determinttiflB 
with  regret,  as  I  was  ready  to  aeeede  to  a  stips- 
lation,  on  the  part  of  my  Govemnaeat,  bottosied 
oa  the  aaqualified  exclasioa  of  all  oatires  fraa 
both  branches  of  the  service;  and  1  feared, siia 
that  this  would  exhaust  all  theoOeffs  which  it  kid 
to  submiL    I  begged  that  he  weald,  ia  fiMt,  ea- 

»Oeraf 


sider  soch  an  oOer  as  distinctly  nsade,  aad 
foil  authority.    He  promised  to  do  ao. 

Bvery  proposal  which  it  fell  within  the 
pass  of  the  United  States  to  pat  fiofward  hcii{ 
gone  through,  I  asked  in  tarn,  if  it  bad  orenmi 
to  his  Lordship  10  hold  out  aay  ovenares  oa  tk 
part  of  the  British  Goverament*  I  reiterated,  s 
forcible  tenas,tbe  assurance  that  there  prevaiJid 
throughout  the  United  States  one  aniversal  aid 
with  Government  and  people,  to  see  removed  tk 
sources  of  a  dnipute  which  ooneerned  «o  scriesslr 
both  nations.  But  I  found  that  he  waa  prepsrcd 
with  none  which  did  not  assume  the  h^t  of 
previously  entering  our  ships.  For  the  jodiciov 
and  safe  exercise  of  this  right,  Great  Briisis,  k 
eaid,  was  willing  to  enter  into  the  most  eflecun 
regulations,  such  as  restricting  the  boardia^  oft- 
cers  to  those  of  a  rank  not  below  lieoteossa 
giving  responsible  receipts  for  the  mea  takes ssi 
or  any  other  safeguards  which  the  Ameficii 
Government  might  propose  as  better  adapud  a 
the  end ;  that  she  would  always  be  tcady  10  is- 
ceive,  and  in  the  most  friendly  manocr  dijcaa. 
proposals  of  this  description,  under  the  ho^e  of 
some  practicable  arrangement  growing  est  of 
them. 

1  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  Uaited  Stain 
woald  never  admit,  by  convention,  a  right  e 
enter  their  vessels  for  such  a  purpose  as  imprca 
meni .  It  would  be  to  aarrendar  priael plea  whid 
they  held  too  saaied  \  besides,  that  iu  ezeraai 
however  auempted  to  be  softened,  mast  aeccin 
rily  be  liable,  from  circumstaaees  iatriaaic  aai 
insurmountable  between  the  two  nations,  to  per 
petual  and  the  most  fatal  abuse.  His  Lordship, 
while  repeating  the  inability  of  Great  Britait  10 
abandon  by  compact  her  ancient  right,  agaia 
frankly  admitted  the  evils  of  which  it  had  bees 
the  parent,  and  which  he  hoped  never  to  see  r^ 
vived.  He  added  that  it  would  be  ber  anxioai 
desire  in  future,  hoping  that  the  day  of  oeeessttf 
for  iu  actual  exercise  was  far  distaat,  to  free  it 
as  much  as  possible  from  abuse,  aad  that,  io  par- 
ticular, it  irould  be  much  the  more  spariaglr 
brought  into  aettvity,  if  the  American  Goveca- 
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ment,  by  adopting^  of  its  own  «ecord,  raeh  iem- 
Imtive  ord  IBS  Dots  as  I  bad  proposed,  woald  Cdiis 
JDspire  a  eonfideoee  that,  at  aii  eteats,  but  few  of 
ber  subjects  would  find  their  way  iato  American 
ships. 

It  will  be  soppoied  that  I  alluded  to  the  une- 
qual ground  upon  which  such  a  course  would 
place  the  United  States.  If  they  consented  to 
pass  laws  of  this  nature,  it  might  reasonably  he 
expected  that  they  must  see  their  way  to  an 
equivalent  in  some  stipulation,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  of  ascertained  and  posiiire  Tsloe, 
and  that  no  other  would  be  stamped  with  that 
character  but  an  agreement  not  to  enter  their 
ships. 

Although.  I  eipliciily  made  the  proposal  of  a 
willingness  not  to  employ  in  our  service  even  her 
native  subjects,  I  did  not  think  it  right  that  it 
ihould  rest  upon  the  footing  of  a  verbal  offl&r. 
The  less  did  I  think  this  would  be  prudent,  from 
observiDg  an  inclination  in  his  Lordship's  mind, 
towards  the  close  of  ourconversaiioo,  to  consider 
what  had  passed  as  wearing  an  informal  rather 
than  any  other  character,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been 
productive  of  no  results,  i  removed  this  impres- 
lioD  by  new  and  unequivocal  declarations  that  it 
ipas  to  be  regarded  differently.  In  conformity 
with  them,  I  put  into  his  hands,  on  the  30th  of 
;hi8  month,  the  paper  marked  No.  3.  which  ac- 
sorapanies  this  despatch.  In  delivering  it,  I  de- 
lired  that  he  would  consider  it  as  altogether  and 
strictly  official.  It  was  true,  I  nid,  the  proposal 
which  it  embraced  had  already  been  rejected; 
>ut  I  knew  so  well  the  anxiety  of  the  President 
ipon  this  great  point,  as  to  feel  sure  that  I  should 
»e  more  truly  the  organ  of  his  will  by  putting  it  in 
I  shape  in  which  it  might  go  among  the  archives 
)f  this  Gtovernment.  and  would  add,  in  the  fur- 
:her  hope  that  possibly  other  viewsmight,  in  other 
tmes,  be  taken  of  it.  On  receiving  the  paper 
ivith  this  remark,  his  Lordship  said  he  would  lay 
t  before  the  Cabinet  on  bis  return  from  Ireland, 
whither  he  was  soon  to  so,  and  that,  perhaps,  it 
night  be  thought  advisable  to  put  in  writing:  the 
)bjections  and  counter-opinions  of  Great  Britain. 

in  this  abortive  manner  has  the  attempt  ended. 
[  have  endeavored  to  recount,  with  all  possible 
neearaey^  what  has  transpired,  and  trust  that  in 
DO  material  point  haTc  I  misunderstood  the  com- 
manications  of  this  Government.  It  places  upon 
record  another  and  an  earnest  effort  to  settle  this 
|rreat  and  formidable  eontroversir.  The  failure 
ta  the  more  to  be  deplored,  as  the  attempt  has 
^tf  n  made  during  a  season  of  profound  peace,  and 
when  the  two  Governments  seem  well  disposed 
towards  each  other.  The  United  States  faav^ 
sgaii»  done  all  that  they  could  towards  allaying 
it.  They  declare  that  they  want  not  British 
leamen  in  their  vessels.  They  engage  to  exclude^ 
them  bv  all  the  means  that  human  laws  can  de- 
vUe.  In  a  spirit  of  extreme  concitiatioo,  they  go 
farther  in  their  offer  than  the  obligations  of  coe- 
qual sovereignty, or  the  policy  and  habits  of  their 
internal  system,  miftbt,in  the  judgment  of  all,  be 
thought  to  dictate.  Whilst  they  concede  so  much, 
fikitatn  will  yield  nothing,    ohe  remains  rigia 


and  inexorable.  She  will  not  meet  half 
She  will  not  turn  a  step  from  her  course.  To  an 
alleged  right,  but  which  has  often  been  demon- 
strated  to  be  utterly  without  support,  in  any  one 
principle  that  the  society  of  nations  has  ever  re« 
cognised— unless  the  dicta  of  Boglish  common 
lawyers  make  up  the  great  and  universal  code  of 
public  law — doessbe  continue  tocling,  in  the  mere 
ambitious  and  wilful  reliance  upan  an  unchecked 
career  in  her  naval  supremacy.  It  is  upon  such 
foundations  that  she  virtually  threatens  the  indef- 
inate  continuance  of  a  practice  more  afflicting  to 
humanity,  as  far  as  the  scale  extends,  than  waa 
ever  the  African  slave  trade,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  insulting  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  an 
independent  and  powerful  nation. 

The  subject  of  impressment  being,  I  fear,  fioallf 
disposed  of,  as  one  of  negotiation  between  the 
two  Governments,  Lord  Castlereagh  next  re- 
minded me  that  it  was  now  but  little  more  than 
a  twelvemonth  from  the  time  fixed  for  the  expi- 
ration of  the  commercinl  convention  of  181$. 
He  asked  if  I  knew  the  views  of  my  Government 
in  regard  to  iti  renewal.  I  replied  that  at  present 
I  did  not,  with  precision.  Re  requested  that  I 
would  consider  his  question  as  intended  to  draw 
my  attention  specially  to  the  subject,  and  ex* 
pressed  some  anxiety  to  have  information  at  as 
early  a  day  as  conveoient. 

I  anticipate  the  probability  of  the  expression 
of  some  sentiments  to  me  from  the  Department, 
fn  the  course  of  the  present  Summer,  in  relation 
to  this  coDveotion.  How  far  our  act,  bearing 
upon  their  colonies,  is  to  operate  on  the  question 
ot  renewal,  or,  if  objectionable  in  its  existing  pro- 
visions, in  what  respects  modifications  are  to  be 
insisted  upon,  are  points  on  which  I  am  not  in- 
structed. I  am  aware  that  it  is  already  made 
my  duty  to  obtain  and  transmit  information  upon 
which,  perhaps,  a  floal  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  convention  was  expected,  in  part,  to  rest.  Of 
this  duty  I  have  not  been  unmindful.  But  it  is 
proper  i  should  state  that  my  efforts,  for  reasons 
that  will  be  explained  in  a  future  despatch,  do  not 
promise  as  much  success  as  I  had  hoped.  Besides 
inquiries  among  individual  merchants,  wherever 
it  has  come  within  my  power  to  maie  them,  I 
addressed,  in  March,  a  letter  to  each  one  of  oar 
Consuls  within  the  European  dominions  of  this 
country.  Answers  are,  from  time  to  time^  drop- 
ping in ;  but  neither  from  them,  and  still  less 
from  my  personal  inquiries,  is  it  likely  that  I  shall 
derive  information,  either  so  full  or  so  accurate^ 
on  the  effecu  of  the  cessation  of  all  discriminating 
duties,  as  to  be  of  any  dectsvvo  or  even  great  ac- 
count in  making  up  a  judgment.  In  the  next 
place,  although  I  will  take  care  that  what  I  do 
obtain  is  transmitted  in  time  for  the  session  of 
Oongress  in  November,  the  period  which  my 
instructions  seem  to  contemplate,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable, I  am  sure,  to  this  Government,  to  be  fur- 
nished sooner,  if  possible,  with  an  intimation  of 
the  intentions  of  ours  in  relation  to  thi^  compact. 

If  it  is  to  be  suffered  to  run  out  without  renewal, 
Great  Britain  having  positively  declined  forming 
a  traaty  with  us  which  shall  include  her  colonies, 
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upon  what  footing  ere  tbe  eommeroial  rdatio«f 
01  the  two  coooiries  to  staod?  Will  eaeh  be 
left  to  its  ovo  regulatJODB,  as  soneiiiDet  beteto^ 
fore,  or  is  aoy  subetilate  to  be  proposed  ?  Theae 
are  points  oo  which  I  should  f6el  happf  tarteeiTc 
inforinaiioo,  wl^eaeter  it  maf  be  thought  it  to 
impart  it. 


Ssebrad  qfakUtrfrom  Mr.  Buik  to  tks  Sem^iary  of 
StaUt  MtaUng  a  convermxtum  beiwem  iimnff  mm 
Lord  (Uuilereagh,  dated 

London,  July  25, 1818. 

I  entered  next  upon  the  subject  of  the  commer- 
cial relations  between  the  two  countries.  Re- 
marking upon,  the  change  produced  in  them  by 
the  prohibitor/  act  of  thelast  session  of  Coogresa, 
now  soon  to  commence  its  operation,  I  obsf  rred 
that  I  had  it  in  charge  to  say  that  the  President 
had  yielded  his  assent  to  that  act  with  reluctance ; 
for  that,  however  Just,  iia  tendencies  might  be  of 
an  irriiating  nature  to  the  individual  interest^ 
that  it  would  affect  on  both  sides,  whilst  it  was 
hiii  constant  desire  to  ^ire  efficacy  to  measures 
mutually  more  beneficial  and  conciliatory.  It 
was,  therefore,  that  I  was  once  more  authorized 
and  instructed  to  propose  to  this  Government  the 
negotiation  of  a  general  treaty  of  commerce. 
That  the  President  had,  besides,  agreed  that  there 
should  be  comprehended  in  the  negotiation  other 
matters  heretofore  desired  to  be  treated  of  by  this 
Qovernment,  as  well  as  points  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tbe  United  States  took  a  particular 
interest;  being,  in  the  whole,  1.  The  question 
respecting  the  slaves  carried  off  from  the  United 
Slates,  in  contravention,  as  alleged,  of  the  Treaty 
of  Gheni.  2.  The  question  of  title  to  the  settle- 
ment at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river.  3.  The 
question  of  the  Northwestern  boundary  line,  from 
tlie  Lake  of  the  Woods;  and  4.  That  of  tbe  fish- 
eries. Upon  these  topic.*,  the  President,  I  added, 
preferred  ueating  in  a  direct  way  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  the  hope  that  tbe  two  Governments 
might  arrive  at  a  just  understanding^  without 
resoriiag  to  commissioners;  and  that,  iftbis  Gov- 
ernment was  prepared  to  go  into  all  of  them, 
including,  especially,  a  general  treaty  of  com- 
merce, another  Plenipotentiary  had  been  contin- 
gently appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stateau 
to  meet  with  me  any  two  that  might  be  designateo 
on  thf  pact  of  Great  Britain. 

His  Lordship  aaked  wbM  he  was^oundetsCAod 
by  a  genanl  tf eaiy  of  commerce.  I  repliedi  a 
Ueaty  ihat  should  Uy  open,  not  a  temporary  ov 
preoarioiisibut  apermaqeni  intereourae  with  ifacir 
West  ladia  isiandaand  North  American  colooiH 
to  the  shipping  of  tha  United  States,  as  often  be- 
fore pco|Nised,  but  which,  after  the  recent  refosats^ 
it  might  seem  almost  unnecessary  again  lo  bring 
into  view,  were  it  not  chat  other  objects  of  in* 
terest  to  both,  oaiioas  were  oov  associated  with 
it  in  a  w^  to  clothe  ibe  proposition  with  a  new 
aifi^et. 

He  answered  tiiat  the  British  Gov«rnme&t 
would  certainly  be  wiUing  to  eater  opon  a  Qeg»> 


tiacioQ  oa  tke  eemoKaeial  gebtioM  of  the  tas 
countries,  but  thai  he  had  noaotkaritr  to  say  tiat 
the  colonial  aystem  could  be  caaaBlially  aileicd; 
broken  dowa  it  eaold  not  be.    I  said,  that  if  k 
was  not  to  be  departed  from,  or  in  no  farther  d^ 
gree  than  the  four  articles  had  iaaported^aatlMe 
articles  had  already  been  rejected,  ii  did  not  9- 
pear  to  me  that  any  ad vaaU^e  would  be  likelra 
uise  from  going  into  the  o^otiatkin.     He  repM 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  answer  defiaititdf 
upon  all  or  any  ot  the  points,  bat  would  iaj  tiMi 
before  the  Cabinet,  and  let  me  know  the  resok. 
He  professed  earaesdy,  in  the  eouiBe  of  tbe  eao- 
versation,  the  desire  which  this  OoTerameat  had 
to  see  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries  stud 
upon  the  best  footing  of  iateraonim,  the  scske  to 
each  being  so  areat,  and  promiaaa^,  arith  de 
growth  of  the  United  States^  to  be  ao  asd 
greater. 

la  the  event  of  a  negotiation,  upon  the  gToaah 
1  had  explained,  not  being  epeued,  he  adred  if  I 
could  inform  htm  what  the  inteations  of  asj  Cm- 
ernment  were  relative  to  the  ofMBaaereial  iatth 
course  between  the  two  coaatriea,  it  beiag,  it 
obvious  reasons,  desirable  eoon  to  know,  fiecti 
did  not  hesitate  to  aaaonnce  that,  ta  saeh  u 
event,  which  1  still  hoped  would  not  he  the  casi 
it  was  willing  simply  to  renew  the  cxistiag  cei' 
ventioo  of  1615»  thos  heepiag  this  iastromcnt  di» 
tinct  from  all  other  questions  of  a  caramerey 
nature^  if  tbe  British  Government  pre£ierred  & 
This  communication,  I  thought,  he  received  wuk 
evident  satiaiaction.  He  remarked  tkat  itwoaU 
rescue  the  commereial  relations  from  all  4n^ 
of  a  chasm,  and  make  knowa,  ia  imonediatt  » 
ply,  the  readiness  of  hia  Goverameat  to  aeqoieaet 
m  such  a  course. 

On  the  22d  I  received  a  note  from  hiaa  rcqecs^ 
ing  him  to  see  me  agaia  at  tbe  Foreign  Ofbcta 
the  23d.  1  was  there  accordingly,  hir.  Rote- 
son,  who  is  BOW  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  as  wdi 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  praoa 
It  was  the  first  oeeaaion  upon  which  aay  thii4 
peison  had  been  associated  with  Lord  Caeilen^ 
at  any  of  our  official  later  views. 

His  Lordship  eommenoed  by  saying  that  he 
had  laid  my  propoaals  before  the  Cabiaet,  aai 
that  it  had. been  agreed  to  eater  upon  the  geacnl 
negotiation ;  that  is,  one  whiah  ahooid  embita 
all  the  poima  I  had  suied.  In  relation  to  th 
great  oommeiyBial  queaiion,  he  begged  I  woeii 
understand  that  the  Britiah  Qoveraoient  did  aa 
pledge  iifeU  beforehaad  to  a  departure  from  m 
colonial  svatem  in  a  degree  beyond  what  it  had 
already  ofleted  i  but  that  it  waaaineerely^  desiiw 
to  make  the  attempt,  and  unequivocally  wished 
to  hripg  the  whole  oommercial  relatione  of  thi 
tw.9  (gauntries  into  view;  willing  to  hope,  thoogk 
abstaining  from  promiaes,  that  some  modificatiea 
of  that  system,  mutually  beneficial,  might  be  the 
result  of  frank  and  full  diseaasiona  renewed  at 
the  pr eseat  juncture.  I  replied  that  I  knew  oj 
Government  would  hear  this  determination  wiii 
great  satisfaction ;  that  it  would  cordially  joia  ia 
the  hope  that  the  new  eaori  might  be  productive 
of  advantage  to  both  eoantiieai  aad  atrengthci 
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tb«  ties  of  good  laitreoafM  tbftt  ahevM  mrite 
them. 

I  DOW  i&formcd  him  that  Mr*  QftUatin,  tbe 
present  Minister  from  tbe  TJ sited  States  at  Paris, 
would  take  part  in  the  negotiatioiii,  and  eome  OTer 
to  London  as  soon  as  it  would  be  oonTsnient  to 
saiy  that  PJeiipoCeatiaries  would  be  appointed  oa 
the  part  of  Qreat  Britain.  He  said,  tbe  sooner 
the  better ;  and  that  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  GonU 
burn  would  be  named  to  treat  with  us.  His  Lord- 
ship said  that  he  himself  would  be  obliged  to  set 
out  for  the  Contrnent  to  attend  the  European 
OoDgress,  by  the  SOtfa  or  35th  of  nest  month,  bat 
that  the  negotiation  conld  go  on  in  his  absence. 
He  intiiaatMa  wish,  however,  that  it  might  open, 
if  praetieaUe,  before  he  went  away.  I  answered 
that  all  the  neeetsary  powere  and  instrootions 
from  oaz  QoTeramenc  had  not  yet'teached  us,  but 
ihat  we  were  in  daily  eitpeetation  of  them. 

He  next  asked  whether,  in  order  to  gwrd 
igainst  all  possible  delays  that  might  be  iacident 
\o  the  general  negotiattoa,  which  was  to  embrace 
10  mfany  points,  Iwas  prepared  to  agree  at  once 
;o  a  renewal  of  the  convention  of  1815,  foir  a  term 
)f  years  to  be  agreed  on,  declaring  that  the  Brit- 
sh  €k>vernment  was  ready,  at  any  moment,  to 
soncur  in  such  agreement. 

I  answered,  without  reserre,  that  I  was,already 
in  possession  of  a  fall  power  to  this  effect,  which. 
independently  of  other  objects,  might  be  carried 
into  ezeeotion. 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  Mr.  Oallatin,  to  apprize 
kirn  €f  the  necessity  of  coming  orer,  the  contin- 
mey  Wlhlch  was  to  bring  him  having  happened. 
rrom  tbe  answer  I  hare  received  to  my  letter  to 
lira  of  the  dd  of  this  month,  I  think  it  probable 
hat  he  will  be  here  in  three  wedts,  or  sooner; 
lo  that,  if  our  fbU  powers  arrive,  the  negotiation 
nay  be  opened  before  Lord  Castlereagh^s  depar- 
nre.  Should  Mr;  Qallaltn  concur,  we  will  make 
he  renewal  of  the  convention  for  eight,  ten,  or 
welve  years,  our  first  act.  This  I  hope  tile  Pres- 
dent  will  approve.  The  reasons  tnat  operate 
rith  me,  are,  1.  It  will  not  only  provide  against 
Inlays^  but  all  uncertainties  in  the  result,  of  the 
lossibility  of  which  we  are  forewarned  simulta- 
»eon«lj  with  the  desire  expressed  to  enter  the 
ield  of  negotiation.  It  is  not  only  important  that 
there  sboiud  be  no  chasm  in  the  commercial  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries,  bat  equally  so 
that  our  merchants  should  have  timely  notice 
that  there  will  be  none.  2.  Every  inquiry  that 
[  hare  made  among  merchants  of  the  united 
States^  with  whom  i  have  been  able  to  confer  in 
this  city,  has  produced  the  most  unequivocal 
opinions  that  this  convention  n  working  well  for 
iis,  which  entirely  falls  in  with  tbe  communica- 
Eions  I  have  received  from  the  Department.  3. 
raking  this  for  the  fact,  it  seems  naturalt^  to 
follow  that  it  is  oar  part  to  consent  to  the  re- 
newal the  moment  that  Britain  says  she  will,  lest 
the  day  should  go  by.  On  this  head  I  will  just  state 
that  I  have  heard,  through  a  respectable  source, 
that  there  are  already  some  British  ship  owners 
in  Liverpool,  who  talk  of  petitioning  their  Gov- 
ernment against  its  renewal.    Lastly,  my  power 


to  renew  seems  to  me,  from  your  despatch  of  the 
30(h  of  May,  to  be  complete;  nor  will  its  exercise 
thwart,  in  any  degree,  oar  prospects  of  a  more 
enlarged  treaty  under  the  general  negotiation. 


EgOraet  of  a  kittr^  from  Mr,  Adamo  to  ifesfrfw  €ffl|t 
iaHm  and,  Ruth,  dal^ 

DEP«aT«BHT  or  8tat%  MyfIS,  18i8. 

In  the  expeetatton  that  the  Oovernment  of 
Great  Britain  have  accepted  the  proposal  which 
Mr.  Rush  was  instructed  to  make,  for  nagotiat-* 
ing  a  treaty  of  oommerce,  embracing  the  contin- 
aanee  of  the  convention  of  3d  July.  1815^  for  an 
additional  term  of  years,  and  indading  other  ob- 
jects of  interest  to  the  two  nations,  ihave  now 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  President's 
instructions  to  you  for  the  condact  of  the  nego- 
tiation. 

With  regard  to  the  commercial  convention  of 
3d  July,  1615,  you  have  already  been  informed 
that  the  President  is  willing  that  it  should  be 
continued  without  alteration  foraf\irther  term 
of  eight  or  ten  years.  We  had  flattered  ourselves, 
from  the  liberal  sentiments  expressed  by  Lord 
Castlereagh  in  Parliament,  and  from  vartoos  other 
indications,  that  the  British  Cabinet  would  have 
been  now  prepared  to  extend  the  principles  of 
the  convention  to  our  commercial  inlercouna 
with  their  coltmies  in  the  West  Indies  and  North 
America ;  but,  from  the  report  of  two  confereneea 
between  Mr.  Rash  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  ^nee 
received,  it  appears  that  oar  anticipations  had 
been  too  sanguine,  and  that,  with  regard  to  oar 
admission  into  their  colonies^  they  still  cliog  to 
the  system  of  cxdasive  colonial  monopoly. 

Our  navigation  act,  passed  ax  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  is  well  calculated  to  bring  this  sys- 
tem to  a  test  by  whidi  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
!  tried ;  and  if  the  experiment  must  be  made  eom- 
plete,  so  that  the  event  shall  prove  to  demonstra- 
tion which  of  the  two  conn  tries  can  best  stand 
this  opposition  of  cocuter-exclusions,  the  United 
States  are  prepared  to  abide  by  the  result.  StiU^ 
we  should  prefer  to  remove  them  at  onc^  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  it  would  have  a  ten* 
dency  to  promote  good  humor  between  the  two 
countries.  W^  wish  you  to  urge  this  arguouent 
upon  the  British  Cabinet }  to  remind  than  of  iha 
principles  avowed  by  Lord  Castlereagh  In  Par- 
liament, to  whicii  I. nave  before  referred,  and  of 
their  precise  bearing  upoa  this  qaestion.  It  may 
also  be  proper  to  suggest  ttiat.  while  Great  Brit- 
ain is  pressing  upon  Spain  tne  abandonment  of 
her  commercfa!  monopoly  throughout  tbe  contjr 
nent  of  South  America,  her  recommendation 
must  necessarily  gain  ^eat  additional  weight  by 
setting  the  example  with  her  own  coloniesi  while 
at  the  same  time  her  own  interest  in  her  mono- 
poly mast  be  redaced  to  an  object  too  trifling  for 
national  consideration,  when  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies shaR  be  open  to  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Finally,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  free  port  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  goes  al- 
ready so  far  as  the  abandonment  of  their  system, 
that  it  can  scarcely  be  perceived  why  they  sHould 
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ftdhere  to  the  Kiniiaot  of  it  aoj  longer.  Other 
argomeots  may  oecor  to  your  own  reflectioas, 
and  result  from  yoar  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
subject;  you  will  urge  them  with  earueetoess, 
though  gifiog  it  always  to  be  understood  that 
we  shall  acquiesce  in  their  ultimste  determi- 
nation. 

Whenever  this  subject  has  been  presented  to 
the  British  Cabinet,  tinea  the  peaee,  their  only 
objection  to  the  proposals  and  argnmenu  of  the 
United  States  has  been  that  their  system  has  been 
long  established.  Lord  Castlereagh  hasiofaria- 
bly  acknowledged  his  own  doubts  whether  it 
was  wise,  or  really  advantageous  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, but  placed  the  determination  to  preserve  it 
upon  the  single  ground  of  its  having  long  existed. 
Whatever  weight  there  is  in  this  reasoning,  it 
would  bear  In  U7or  of  all  those  other  exclusions 
"which  he  congratulated  Parliament  and  the  coun- 
try at  having  been  abolished,  as  much  as  in  sup- 
port of  this.  It  is  the  argument  of  all  existing 
abuse  against  reformation — of  mere  facts  against 
reason  and  justice.  The  commercial  intercourse 
botween  the  United  States  and  the  West  Indies 
is  founded  upon  mutual  wants  and  upon  mutual 
convenience  ;  upon  their  relatire  geographical 

Josition ;  upon  the  nature  of  their  respective  pro- 
uctions;  upon  the  necessities  of  the  climate; 
and  upon  the  convulsions  of  nature.  When  the 
British  Ministry  say,  Against  all  this  our  ances- 
tors establisbeti  a  system,  and  therefore  we  must 
maintain  it;  we  ma^r  F^plj)  ^  y<>ur  ancestors 
established  a  system  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
nature,  it  is  your  interest  and  your  dutj  to  abol- 
ish it.  But  who  can  overlook  or  be  blind  to  the 
changes  of  circumstances  since  the  establishment 
of  the  system ;  to  the  irresistible  cooseouenoes 
of  the  establishment  and  growth  of  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  rower;  to  the  expul- 
siou  of  the  French  from  St.  Domingo ;  to  the 
revolution  in  progress  in  the  South  American 
provinces?  £very  system  established  upon  a 
condition  of  things  essentially  transient  and  tem- 
porary must  be  accommodated  to  the  changes 
produced  by  time. 

Besides  the  free  port  act,  a  printed  copy  of 
which  has  now  beea  received  from  Mr.  ftush, 
and  which,  we  find,  is  limited  to  ports  specially 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown,  in  the  provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  we  have 
seen  in  the  public  journals  a  bill  for  permitting 
a  certain  trade  between  the  British  West  Indies 
and  any  colony  or  possession  In  the  West  Indies, 
or  on  the  continent  of  America,  under  the  do- 
minion of  any  foreign  Ettropean  Sovereign  or 
State.  This  measure  appears  intended  to  coun- 
teract the  efi*ect8  of  our  Ute  navigation  act,  and 
S'fes  further  manifestation  of  the  adherence  of 
e  British  Government  to  their  colonial  exclu- 
sions. It  Is  the  President's  desire  that  nothing 
should  be  omitted  which  can  have  the  tendency 
to  convince  them  that  a  change  would  promote 
the  best  interests  of  both  countries,  as  well  as  the 
harmony  between  them.  Should  your  efforts 
prove  Inefiectaal,  we  can  only  wait  the  result  of 
the  counteracting  measures  to  which  we  have 


resorted,  or  whieh  may  be  found  nceeaauy  here> 
after. 

In  earryiiy  the  eoaveution  of  3d  Joly,  1815, 
into  execution,  the  British  Gk>Terninent  hait 
sanctioned  the  practice,  with  regard  to  some  cf 
the  foreign  tonnage  duties ;  first,  to  lewj  them  a 
if  the  convention  were  not  ia  fcvee,  and  tbca, 
upon  petition  of  the  persons  interested,  to  kate 
them  returned.  If  this  practice  cannot  be  girei 
up  altogether,  it  will  be  necessary  that  some  re- 

Jttlatiott  should  be  adopted,  by  which  the  exui 
uties  shall  be  returned  of  eourse,  and  wrchoat 
putting  the  parties  to  the  trouble,  eApaise,  asi 
delay  of  obtaining  it  by  petition.  At  fmcat, 
unless  the  petition  is  presented,  the  d«tiesaie«it 
returned.  It  happens  sometimes  that  masters  of 
vessels  pay  the  duties,  without  knowing'  that  tbey 
are  entitled  to  have  them  returned  ;  in  vhich  eae 
they  are  lost  to  them  or  their  owners.  It  willW 
proper,  therefore,  to  require  the  adoption  of  sone 
general  regulation ;  in  virtue  of  which  it  shall  bi 
made  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  eostoms  to 
repay  the  extra  duties,  in  all  cases  in  which  titef 
shall  have  been  levied,  without  exposing  the  is- 
dividual  to  lose  his  right  by  his  own  ignorance, 
or  by  the  negligence  or  infidelity  of  hia  consigBee 

2.  iSZawt. 

The  British  Government  have  accepted  the 
proposal  of  referring  to  the  decision  of  sone 
friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  the  question  coa- 
cerning  the  slaves  carried  away  from  the  Uaitetf 
States  by  British  officers  after  the  ratificatico  of 
the  peace.  They  propose,  however,  m  prerioai 
reference  of  it  to  two  commissioners,  appoiaicd 
like  those  under  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  aer- 
enih  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  to  pio- 
eeed  with  similar  powers ;  and  committing  toiJM 
same  commissioners  the  power  of  fixing  deisi- 
tively  the  boundary  between  the  United  Swa 
and  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  westward 
from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Lake  of  tke 
Woods ;  and  of  pronouncing  upon  the  ri^ht  d 
the  United  States  to  the  settkment  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  at  the  mouth  of  ColoaBini 
river.  These  objects  are  so  entirely  diffiereai 
from  one  another;  the  principlei,  the  charactet 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  reasoning  which  mast 
lead  to  the  result,  are  so  disconnected  and  incoa* 
gruous,  that,  if  submitted  at  all  to  commissioaen, 
it  is  obviously  proper  to  refer  them  to  difijereot 
commissions.  The  question  concerning  the  aUvet 
is  a  question  of  construction  upon  the  terms  of 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  and  the  two  Qovera* 
ments  having  alreadjr  discussed  it,  each,  after  dii- 
cussion,  adherlnj;  to  its  own  opinion,  there  is  little 
prospect  that  either  of  the  commissioners  will 
come  to  a  conclusion  different  from  that  of  his 
own  GbvernmenL  The  present  offer  of  the  Brit- 
ish Qorernment,  connecting  it  with  another  ques- 
tion of  boundary,  bears  the  appearance  of  a  dis- 
position to  make  it  an  affair  of  compromise,  and 
that  they  are  willing  to  concede  something  to  as 
on  one  of  the  points,  upon  condition  of  a  conces- 
sion from  us  upon  another.  If  this  be  their  ob- 
ject, these  mutual  concessions  may  be  made  with 
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iiore  coDT«BtMiee  bf  direct  and  immediate  agree- 
nent  between  tke  two  QorerDmeBia,  and  by  an 
rticle  of  the  treaty,  tbao  by  the  means  of  com- 
oitaioaers,  whose  faoctions  are  rather  of  the 
adiciai  than  the  mioisteriai  character,  and  whose 
Intiea  are  to  decide,  and  not  to  compromise. 

3.   Boundary,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woodtf 

vestwardL 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
178^  the  boundaries  of  the  United  Slates,  aAer 
having  been  traced  from  the  northwest  angle  of 
^oTa  Scotia  to  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
he  Lake  of  the  Woods,  are  pursued  **from  thence, 
»n  a  due  west  course,  to  ibe  river  Mississippi ; 
hence,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  aloog  the  middle  of 
he  said  rirer  Mississippi,  uolii  it  shall  iuiersect 
he  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty«fir»t  degree  of 
lorih  Intitttde."    . 

J  By  the  fourth  nrticle  of  the  treaty  of  1794^  it 
Nras  declared  to  be  uncertain  whether  the  ri?er 
Mississippi  extended  so  far  to  the  northward  as 
;o  be  intersected  by  a  lioe  due  west  from  the  Lake 
>f  the  Woods;  and  a  joint  survey  of  the  river, 
rom  one  degree  below  the  falls  ot  St.  Aothony 
o  the  principal  sources  of  the  said  river,  and  of 
he  parts  adjacent  thereto,  was  stipulated;  and  if, 
m  the  result  of  the  survey,  it  appeared  that  the 
river  would  not  be  iotersected  by  the  lioe,  the 
parties  were  to  rcgohtte  the  boundary  line  by 
imicmble  negotiation,  according  to  justice  and 
mutual  convenience,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
intent  of  the  treaty.  This  joint  survey  never 
took  effect. 

By  a  convention  signed  on  the.l2tb  of  May, 
1803,  by  Mr.  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  but 
ifhich  was  not  ratified,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Mundary  should  be  by  a  line  from  the  northwest 
Borner  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woodi^  by  the  shortest 
line,  until  it  touebtd  the  river  Musissippi.  Until 
then,  Che  Mississippi  river  had  been  the  western 
boundary  .of  the  United  States.  The  cession  of 
Louisiana  gave  them  a  new  and  extensive  terri- 
tory westward  of  that  river. 

In  the  negotiation  of  1807,  between  Messrs* 
Monroe  and  W.  Pinkney,  and  the  Lords  Hol- 
land and  Auckland,  there  were  three  successive 
draughts  of  artioies  for  the  settlement  of  this 
boundary.  The  first,  proposed  on  the  British 
side,  was  aline  due  west  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  along  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  as  lar  as  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  extend  in  that  quarter,  and  the  line,  to 
that  extent,  was  to  form  the  boundary ;  with  a 
proviso  that  the  article  should  not  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  or 
to  territories  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains. 

The  seeond,  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  took  a  line  due  north  or  soulh,  as  the  ease 
might  be,  Irom  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  until  it  shall  intersect 
the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude^  and 
then  due  west,  along  that  parallel,  for  the  boun- 
dary between  the  territories  of  the  parties ;  with 
he  proviso  excluding  the  northwest  coast  and  all 
«rritories  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains. 


The  third  was  agreed  to  by  both  parties^  and 
varied  from  the  second  only  by  an  additional 
clause,  purporting  that  this  should  be  the  boun- 
dary, as  far  as  tne  respective  territories  of  the 
parties  extend  in  that  quarter. 

That  convention  was  not  ultimately  concluded. 
At  the  negotiation  of  the  Peace  of  Ghent,  the 
eight  article  of  the  first  projet,  presented  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  was  a  transcript  from 
this  article  last  above  mentioned  ;  and  the  article 
proposed  by  the  Briti«h  Plenipotentiaries  on  ra* 
turning  the  projet  was  the  fame  as  that  which 
had  been  first  proposed  by  Lords  Holland  an4 
Auckland,  with  an  additional  paragraph,  stipa* 
lating  free  access  to  British  subjecu  through  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  Mississippi^ 
and  free  navigation  of  that  river.  In  the  con- 
ferences that  ensued,  the  substance  of  the  article^ 
so  far  as  it  regarded  the  boundary,  was  agreea 
to  on  both  sides;  but,  as  the  American  Plenipa- 
tentiariet  could  not  accede  to  the  additional  par* 
agraph,  the  article  was  finally  altogether  omitted.. 

From  the  earnestness  with  which  the  British 
Qovernroent  now  return  to  the  object  of  fixing 
this  boundary,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
have  some  other  purpose  connected  with  it,  whioa 
they  do  not  avow,  but  which,  in  their  estimatioai 
gives  it  an  importance  not  belonging  to  it,  consid- 
dered  in  itself.  An  attempt  was  at  first  made  by 
them,  at  the  negotiation  of  Ghent,  to  draw  tha 
boundary  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. But, as  they  after wi^ds  not  only  abandoned 
that  pretension,  but  gave  up  even  the  pretensioA 
toan  article  renewing  their  right  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Missisfippi,  it  was  to  have  been  expected 
they  would  thenceforth  have  considered  this  west- 
ern boundary  of  no  importance  to  them.  The 
new  pretension,  however,  of  disputing  our  title 
to  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  rivet, 
either  indicates  a  design  on  their  part  toeocroach» 
by  new  establishments  of  their  own,  upon  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  south  of  whiah 
they  can  have  no  valid  claim  upon  this  continent; 
or  it  manifests  a  jealousy  of  the  United  State»<— 
a  desire  to  check  the  progress  of  our  settlements 
— of  which  it  might  have  been  supposed  tha 
experience  would  before  this  day  have  relieved 
them.  Their  projects  for  the  line,  both  in  tha 
negotiation  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Piqkney  ia 
1806^  and  at  Ghent  in  1814^  were  to  t^e  the  forty* 
ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  from  the,  Lake  of  tha 
Woods  west,  as  far  as  the  territories  ^Me  Un^ 
ted  Stales  extend  in  that  direction,  with  a  caveat 
against  its  extension  to  the  South  s?a,  or  beyond 
the  Stony  mountains.  Upon  which,  twn  nbsei* 
vations  are  to  be  made-^first.  that  it  is  uncertain 
whether  any  part  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is 
in  latitude  forty-nine ;  and,  secondly,  that  they 
always  afiected  to  apply  the  indefinite  limit  oi 
extension  "as  far  as  the  territories  extend,"  to 
the  territoriea  of  the  United  States,  and  not  to 
those  of  Great  Britain— leaving  a  nest-egy  far 
future  pretensions,  on  their  part,  south  of  latitude 
forty-nine.  The  counter-projects  for  the  line  oa 
OUT  part,  therefore,  at  both  those  negotiationsi 
were  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  i-an*  of 
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tbe  Woodsy  the  point  already  fiit«d  and  undis- 
puted, a  Itoe  doe  north  or  south,  as  the  edse  may 
De,  to  the  forty-ttinth  parallel  of  latitude ;  and 
thence  alooff  that  parallel,  due  west,  as  far  as  the 
territories  of  both  partiee  extend  in  that  direction, 
and  adopting  the  caveat  againtt  extension  to  the 
Pacific,  or  beyond  the  Stony  mountains. 

4.  Settlement  at  the  rnouth  of  Qdumbia  riser. 

From  the  late  correspondence  with  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  (Onis,)  it  appears  that  the  claim  of 
Spain  upon  the  shores  of  the  South  sea  extends 
to  the  nfty-sixtb  deg^ree  of  north  latitude;  but 
there  is  a  Russian  settlement  in  fifty-fi?e,  brides 
U  temporary  lodgment  connected  with  it,  as  far 
South  as  forty- two.  The  pretensions  of  the  Brit- 
iah  Government  may  on  this  occasion  be  disclosed^ 
We  know  not  precisely  what  they  are,  nor  have 
ihev  explained  the  grounds  or  the  motives  upon 
which  they  contest  o«ir  right  to  the  settlement 
cAlled  Astoria,  formed  before  the  late  war,  and 
broken  up  by  the  British  sloop-of-war  Racoon  in 
the  course  of  it.  The  papers  enclosed,  marked 
ftom  A  to  I,  contain  alt  the  information  mnte^ 
Hal  to  the  subject  possessed  by  this  Department. 
It  appears  that,  at  the  ttme  when  the  American 
settlement  was  broken  op  daring  the  war,  the 

K»perfy  was  purchased  by  certain  agents  of  the 
itfsh  Northwest  Company.  This,  however, 
•ould  iti  no  manner  divest  the  United  States  of 
thetf  juritNiiction.  As  the  British  Government 
admit  explicitly  their  obligation  under  the  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  restore  the  post, 
fhere  caB  be  no  question  with  regard  to  the  right 
of  the  United  Slates  to  rtoume  it«  We  do  not 
perceive  how  or  vtkj  this  question  should  be 
foferred  to  two  Commissioners  of  the  respective 
liaifons.  And  as  Russia  herself  has  pretensions 
011  that  coast^  it  deserves  the  consideration  of 
both  parties  whether  the  ultimate  determination, 
in  the  altnost  unavoidable  case  of  a  difl^renee 
ietween  the  Commissioners,  could  with  pronri- 
^iy  be  referred  to  her  Sovereign.  Mr.  Rush  has 
bm  Instraeted,  in  the  event  of  a  final  diflferenoe 
between  the  Commissioners,  ilnder  the  existing 
oommissiansi  to  propose  the  fimperor  of  Russia 
ao  the  Sovereign  to  whose  decision  the  reference 
silpuUted  on  that  contingenoy  in  the  treaty  should 
he  made.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  was  Uie 
Sovereign  contemplated  by  both  parties  at  the 
Ifime  wheii  the  treaty  was  concluded  ;  and  it 
ifttght  be  difficult  to  designate  any  other  in  whom 
the  confidence  of  both  parties  would  be  so  strong 
tod  cleat  as  to  secure  their  cordial  acquiescence 
in  his  division. 

The  expedient  itself  of  submitting  questions  of 
territorial  rights  and  boundaries  in. discussion  be- 
tween two  nations  to  the  decision  of  a  third  was 
vntsiial,  if  uot  entirely  new;  and^  should  the 
ooniingenoy  occur,  will  probably  encounter  difil* 
•nlties  of  execution  not  foreseen  at  the  time  when 
the  stipulation  was  made  of  resorting  to  it.  The 
•nbjecis  in  controversy  are  of  a  nature  too  intri- 
cate and  complicated,  requiring  on  the  part  of  the 
arbitrator  a  patience  of  investigation  and  resea/ch 
^historical,  political,  legal,  geographical^  and 


astronomical-«-fov  whiob  it  is;  Impossible  to 
oeivs  that  the  Sovereign  of  a  great  Ba»pire  ctmld 
pereonaUy  bestow  the  time. 

These  ideas  are  suggested  with  a  view  to  loo- 
ommend  the  attempt  rather  to  come  to  an  agvco- 
ment  between  the  parties  themselves,  npon  all 
subjects  which  have  not  been  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed between  them,  than  to  cast  their  dlmeol- 
ties  upon  Commissioners,  who  can  scarcely  be 
expected  to  agree  concerniDg  them,  and  then  apon 
a  toregn  Sovereign,  of  whose  personal  integrity 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  hut  who  cannot 
have  leisure  to  sift  the  subjects  in  dispute  to  the 
bottom. 

On  the  whole,  the  President  will  be  well  satis- 
fied if  these  three  objects*— of  indemnity  for  the 
slaves  carried  away,  of  the  western  boundary 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  the  aettlfr> 
ment  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river<»*-€aft  be 
adjusted  by  this  negotiation,  rather  than  referred 
to  commissioners,  which  muse  be  expensive,  and 
so  constituted  as  to  make  it  at  least  probable  that 
they  will  decide  nothing;  and  then  to  a  friendly 
sovereign,  still  at  tfreat  expense  and  other  ineoup 
veniences  to  both  parlies.  With  regard  to  the 
slaves,  the  question  which  it  was  proposed  abonid 
be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  an  impartial  arbi"* 
trator  was  merely  on  the  construction  of  omm 
paragraph  ia  an  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 
This  was  so  simple,  and  requiring  oo  litils  re- 
search or  investigatiooof  any  kind,  that  it  nai|^ht 
have  been  dscidra  immediately  by  the  aovereigs 
himself,  upon  an  inspection  of  the  article,  and  a 
short  statement  of  the  facts,  to  which  both  par- 
ties would  have  agreed*  Bat  th«  delincatia»of 
an  unsettled  boundary  aoross  the  western  deserts 
of  this  continent,  the  title  to  establishments  on  tite 
Pacifiic  ocean,  where  the  arbitrator  himself  isAot 
without  his  pretensions,  and  whesa,  save  preasn* 
sions,  there  is  no  object  to  any  pnrty  worth  con- 
tending for^to  create  burdensotns  commissions 
and  make  solemn  references  to  a  foreign  sover- 
eign for  tbese^  appears  scarcely  to  be  ncanssary, 
if  altogether  justifiable.  As  to  the  line  horn  the 
Lake  of  the  Woodsy  you  are  ai»thoriaed  to  agree 
to  that  whioh  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Plenifioian* 
tiaries  on  both  sides  in  1807,  hat  not  to  any  Kaa 
which  would  bring  the  British  ia  contact  widi 
the  Mississippi,  nor  to  anything  whick  wpnUI 
authorize  the  British  to  trade  with  Indianswitbis 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  SMe&  Of  the  im* 
conveniences  of  allowing  such  tmde,  erea  bf 
licenses,  a  recent  instance  has  occaricd;  copies 
of  the  papi^s  relating  to  whioh  are  transaiited 
to  yon. 

5.  Fuheriei. 

The  prooeedtnf^  deliberations,  and  ooaunu- 
ttications  upon  this  subject,  which  took  plaan  af 
the  negotiation  of  Ghent,  will  he  fresh  in  the 
membrance  of  Mr.  Qallatin.  Mr.  Rush  poasei 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  the 
Qovernment  relating  to  it  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace,  and  of  that  which  has  passed  here  be* 
tween  Mr,  Bagot  and  this  Government*  Copiea 
of  seveiai  letters  received  by  members  of  uon* 
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grass  dariag  the  Jato  sbam;  from  liie  narls  of 
ibe  coDotry  mott  deeplf  iolcxested  in  t&e  fislt- 
erietjftie  sow  tittosBuUed. 

The  P^BCMdeotrMitboriies  jrou  to  mgree  to  an 
artieU  wbevebf  the  United  Btfttes  will  desist 
finMi  tho  libertjr  of  fishing;  and  cpriagr  and  dry* 
iog  fish,  within  the  British  jarisdiction  gfonerally, 
upon  condition  that  it  shall  bt  steorad  as  a  pir- 
BMuient  right,  dqC  liable  to  be  iiapaired  by  any 
fkuofe  war,  from  Cape  Ray  «o  the  Ramea  islands^ 
and  from  Mooot  Joiif  on  the  Labrador  coast, 
throagh  the  Strait  of  Bellciale,  indefinitely  north, 
aioag  the  coast;  the  liebt  to  extend  as  w«li  to, 
coring  and  drying'  the  fish,  as  to  fishing. 

By  the  deecce  of.  the  judge  of  the  vice-admi* 
irity  coaft  at  Halifiix,  on  the  89th  of  August  last^ 
in  the  ease  of  acrenil  Amertean  fiahinff  Teasels 
which  had  been^  captured  and  sent  into  tuat  port, 
t  copy  of  which  is  afcso  now  traasmitted  to  ^ou, 
it  appean  that  all  thoeo  oaptttres  hare  heea  liie* 
gal;    An  appeal  from  this  deeree  wms  entered  by 
the  eapcon  to  the  appellate  court  in  Englano, 
and  the  owners  of  the  oaptnred  Teasels  were  oh^ 
%cd  to  give  faoodatoetaad  theissueof  ihe  appni. 
mx^  Rush  was  iostroeted  to  emplby  anitahle  ooan- 
«1  for  these  caseS}  if  the  appeals  sMuld  be  entered 
sod,  aa  ve  have  beea  iaiomied  by  him,  hm  ae*- 
eerdingly  done  so.     If  you  do  not  succeed  in 
agroeing  upon  aa  article  on  this  subject,  it  wiU 
he  desirable  that  ihequestioa  upon  the  right  should 
he  selsoioly  aigoed  befoee  the  Lords  or  Appeals, 
and  that  couasel  of  the  first  eminence  should  be 
employed  in  il.    Judge  Wallaee  agreed  with:  the 
Adrocate  GenenJ  that  tho  late  war  completely 
dissolred  eiery  right  of  the  pea|de  of  the  United 
Butes  acqm'red  by  the  treaty  of  1763.    But  it 
does  not  appear  that  thisqaestion  bad  becu  argued 
kfore  him,  and  the  contrary  opinion  is  not  to  be 
tnrreodered  (m  the  part  of  toe  United  States 
upon  the  didum  of  a  TicoHidmif alty  courL    Bs« 
sides  this,  we  claim  the.xights  in  question  not  as 
acquired  by  the  treiUy  of  1783,  but  as  having 
always  before  enjoyed  them,  and  as  only  recog- 
ni^ied  as  belonging  to  us  bv  that  treaty,  and  there- 
fore never  to  te  diTested  from  us,  but  by  our  own 
consent.     Jodge  Wallace,  howerer,  explicitly 
lays  that  he  does,  sot  see  how  he  can  condemn 
these  vessels  without  an  act  of  Parliament;  and 
whoever  knows  anything  of  the  English  consti- 
tution must  aee  that  on  this  poiat  he  is  unqusfr* 
tfonabiy  ri^hi.   He  says  indeed  something  about 
an  Order  m  Council,  but  it  is  Tcry  clear  that 
woaid  not  aoswer.    It  is  a  question  of  forfeitore 
for  a  vioteied  terrUarial  joeisdictioa ;  wliich  for* 
fcitnre  can  he  incurred,  not  by  the  law  of  nations^ 
hit  only  hj  the  law  cf  th$  land.    There  is  obvi* 
auly  no  such  law; 

The  afgaiaent  which  has  been  so  long  and  so 
tUir  amintaliied  by  Mr«  Reeves,  that  the  rights 
^(mUtuUi  Amerlcansi  as  British  subjeets,  evea 
within  the  Kinpdpm  of  Great  Britain,  have  nevwr 
kseo  divested  from  then^  because  there  has  been 
>o  act  of  Puf liameat  to  deoUie  i^  applies  in  its 
ftllnt  force  to  this  casis;  and,  connected  with 
the  utiele  in  the  treaty  of  178a  by  which  this 
inrtteotar  tight  was  fccegnlsed,  oonfirmed,  and 


placed  out  of  thie^  teach  of  an  act  of 
Goreoborates  the  argum^at  in  our  favor.  How' 
far  it  may  be  proper  and  advisable  to  Uiss  these 
suggestions  in  your  negotiation,  muat  be  left  to 
your  sound  discretion ;  but  they  are  throwa  out 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  pursue  the  investt- 
gatioin  of  the  important  questions  of  British  law 
involved  ia  this  mterest,  and  that  every  possible 
advantage  may  be  taken  of  them,  prepaialory  fot 
the  tela!  before  the  Lords  of  Appeals,  if  the  case< 
should  ultimately  come  to  their  decision.  TJlie 
British.  Qovernment  may  be  well  assured  that 
not  a  particle  of  these  rights  will  hofiaally  yielded 
b)r  the  United  States  without  a  stcuggle»  which 
will  east  Oreat  Britain  mere  than  tiie  worth  of 
theprae. 

These  are  the  suhjeels  to  which  the  Presidsikt 
is  wilUitg  that  your  negotiation  should  be  oonr 
fined,  with  regaid  to  the  others  of  a  generii 
nature,  and  relating  to  the  renpective  rights  of 
the  two  nations  in  Qmes  of  maritime  war,  you  ate 
authorized  to  treat  of  them,  and  to  conclude  coa-« 
cevning  them,  conformably  to  the  instructions 
already  in  possession  of  Mr.  Rush  ;  or,  xi  the  dif** 
fieuity  of  agreeing  upon  the  ntineifues  should 
continue  as  great  as  It  has  beea  hitherto,  y^uu  may! 
omit  them  lUtogether. 

You  will  not  fail  to  transmit,  by  duplicates,  the 
result  of  your  conferences,  at  as  early  a  peuod  aa 
may  be  fbuad  practicable. 


Sxtraet'ofa  letter  fiom  JI6r,  Adame  to  itfi*.  OattiUinm 

dated 

DsPARTMBlf  T  OF  StATB,  Jvlff  29,  181S. 

This  letter  is  merely  to  request  you,  in  ease 
the  British  Government  should  have  accepted 
the  proposal  for  that  negotiatioD,and  if  yoo  should 
be  still  in  Paris  when  you  receive  it,,  to  repair 
without  delay  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
teriog  upon  the  negotiation.  It  i^  hoped  you  wUi 
be  able  to  finish  it,  and  to  transmit  the  result 
here  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  on  the  third 
Monday  in  November. 


Extraet  o/a  tetter  flnm  M^.  BuwkUthe  SkerOatii^^f 

ate^,  dated 

LoNDoir,  Augtut  13. 18ia 
On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  recetvea  »lct«er 
from  Mr.  Gallatin,  dated  the  6th  of  this  ftipath* 
He  informs  me  that  the  full  powers  have  got  to 
hand,  and  that  he  expects  to  be  here  on  the  16th« 
The  prospect  of  opening  the  negotiation  befbre 
the  departure  of  Lord  Castlereagh  seemS)  there- 
fbre,  now  to  be  good.  I  went  yesterday  to  the 
Foreign  OflELce  to  request  that  the  proper  oidera 
may  be  expedited  to  Dover  for  the  entrance  of 
Mr.  Qaliatiii,  his  family,  and  baggage^  iitto  the 
kingdom,  without  molestation  or  delay. 


E^ciraet  ef  m  tetter  fiom  Mr.  Bueht^ike  Seetetm^.^ 

State,  dated 

LoNDOK,  ilii|gf«s<  16, 1818» 
On  the  evening  of  the  13th  I  receiTed  a  oott 
fiom  Lord  Castlereagh,  requesting  um  to  call  at 
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the  Vonign  Office  yesterday  at  four  o'clock.  I 
weot  aeeordiogly,  wbea  a  coo  verftatioD  took  place, 
which  I  proceed  to  relate. 

The  osteatible  object  of  tbe  interview  was  to 
say  to  me  that  some  circomstances  would  prevent 
tbe  Congress  assembliogat  Aix-la-Chapelleearlier 
than  the  20th  of  September,  which  would  make 
it  Qonecessary  for  him  to  go  away  quite  as  soon 
as  he  bad  originally  contemplated.  He  was  glad 
of  this,  he  added,  as  it  would  insure  to  him  an 
opportunity  of  being  present  here  when  the  nego- 
tiation^ so  soon  to  take  place  between  the  two 
countries,  commenced,  i  informed  him  of  our 
full  powers  having  been  received,  and  of  tbe  ex- 
pectation I  now  had  of  Mr.  Gtollatin's  arrival  in 
a  day  or  two.  He  subjoined  a  ffew  words  as  to 
the  formal  manner  in  which  it  appeared  to  him 
best  that  the  negotiation  should  move  along,  and 
also  to  apprize  me  that,  although  he  expected  to 
go  into  the  country  to-morrow,  be  would  be  in 
town  again  on  the  25tb.  Here  this  part  of  the 
conversation  closed. 

He  next  surprised  me  agreeably  by  reviving 
the  subject  of  im pressmen r,  which  I  thought  bad 
been  blotted  out  from  our  conferences.  He  began 
by  premising  that  what  he  was  going  to  say  was 
confidential,  and,  for  the  present,  without  the 
knowledge  of  bis  colleagues  in  the  administra- 
tion; that  he  bad  reflected  much  and  anxiously 
upon  my  late  proposals,  which,  it  was  true,  had. 
as  they  now  stood,  been  rejected.  But,  feeling 
anew  the  importance  of  this  subject  to  the  future 
harmony  of  the  two  countries,  and  wiliiog,  if 
possible,  not  to  let  it  be  shut  out  from  the  gene- 
ral negotiation  upon  the  eve  of  opening,  it  had 
occurred  to  him  to  offer  some  suggestions  in  re- 
lation to  it.  barely  to  see  how  they  struck  my 
mind,  and  know  if  there  would  be  a  motive  to 
pursue  them.  He  went  on  to  say  that  his  own 
impression  was,  (protesting  that,  as  yet,  he  was 
not  authorized  to  say  it  was  that  of  his  Gbvern- 
.  ment,)  that  the  proposals  might  be  rendered  ac- 
ceptable by  some  modifications  rery  important  to 
Qreat  Britain,  and  not  at  all  so,  as  he  supposed, 
to  the  primary  object  in  view  by  the  United 
Btaus.    The  modifications  were  these: 

1.  That  any  treaty  or  convention,  built  up  upon 
the  proposals  as  I  had  submitted  them,  should  be 
limited  in  duration,  say  to  eight,  ten,  or  twelve 
years,' with  liberty  to  each  paity  to  be  absolved 
from  iu  stipulations  on  a  notice  of  three  or  six 
itfonthsi  as  in  the  late  arrangement  respecting  the 
reciprocal  dismantlement  of  naval  armaments 
upon  the  lakes. 

2.  That  the  British  boarding  officer,  entering 
American  ships  at  sea  for  a  purpose  justified  un« 
der  the  laws  of  nations,  should  have  the  liberty  of 
calling  for  the  list  of  the  crew ;  and,  if  he  saw  a 
seaman  known  to  him,  or  on  good  grounds  sus- 
pected to  be  an  Englishman,  that  he  should  have 
the  further  privilege  of  making  a  record  or  proces 
verbal  of  the  fact,  in  eoch  way  as  to  have  tbe 
case  distinctly  brought  under  the  notice  of  our 
Qovernment,  though  by  no  means  withdrawing 
the  man  from  the  ship. 

.The  latter  regulation,  his  Lordship  observed,* 


would  operate  as  a  farther  iDcentivc  to  tbe  (tA* 
ful  execution  of  oor  home  prohibitions  fora 
eluding  British  subjects  frooa  crar  vessels;  m 
the  former  guard  against  any  irrevocable  rei» 
quishments  by  Qreat  Britain,  which  the  episiai^ 
or  even  the  prejudices,  of  the  coaatry  migbtaa, 
upon  trial,  be  found  to  bear. 

I  natarallv  infer  that  thisG(»¥erDmeBt,reneV' 
iag  its  late  decision,  and  seeing,  mt  last, the  net 
ceptionaUe  and  perfect  fairness  of  tbe  ofes  i 
tbe  United  Stato,  has  made  up  ita  mind  totlai* 
don,  in  effect,  the  great  principle,  or  at  kuijnt 
lice,  to  which,  with  an  injustice  ao  uaadtm  k 
bas  long  clung— that  of  forcing  the  au  froa 
under  the  sacred  cover  of  oar  flag;  ad  ihtt 
ground  has  been  broken,  in  the  above  iatcnWv< 
to  the  consummation  of  a  ehaace  so  aaspietiB 
in  the  councils  of  this  nation.  Xbe  firM  ma^ 
cation  seems  to  me  uaobjectionable.  Theaend 
is  open  to  considerations  which  I  do  not  it  ili 
like;  yet  it  comes  as  a  first  8Ugge8tioB.udvt 
may,  therefore,  hope  to  get  rid  w  it  altofstk 
As  Mr.  Qallatin  will  be  here  ao  aooa,  I  fortofts 
offer  to  his  Lordship  any  oniaion,  not  fHiit 
myself  now  at  liberty  to  speax  apMBB  the  ssbjtf 
sin^y ;  but  joining,  nevertheless,  ia  the  reoevdl 
anxletjr  to  see  it  brought  within  tbe  pale  of  oor  a\ 
proaching  disenssions,  and  stating  that  I  tboa^ 
fair  ground  was  kid  for  its  admission.  I  tak 
leave  of  tbe  subject,  therefore,  aottl  my  n^ 
vers,  jointly  with  those  of  Mr.  QaUattn.  tbslU 
resumed  npon  it,  havioff  been  first  led  to  i^ 
communication  for  the  President's  early  isAmt* 
tion  on  a  queation  of  so  much  interest.  Mf  de- 
spatch of  tbe  S6th  of  June  will  show  tbuvoti 
intimation  was  throara  out,  at  that  time,  of  uu- 
tention  on  the  part  of  this  Ctovernmeot  lo  pf: 
in  writing,  its  objections  to  oor  propositioss;  ii- 
stead  of  which,  more  just  views  of  then  vai 
happily  seem  to  have  risen  up. 


Extract  qfa  letter  from  3B',  Ruih  to  the  Seentenii 

State,  dated 
LoMttOM,  AngUBt  28,  IS2S. 

Mr. Qallalia  got  hereon  the  Ifithof  thUaesii^ 
Ob  tbe  following  day  I  addreased  a  note  tft  Lod 
Caailereagh,  announcing  his  arrival.  His  Lk^ 
ship  was  at  his  country  seat,  thirteen  miles  it^ 
London,  but  invited  us  to  an  informal  coafeicict 
there  on  the  d8d.  We  went  accordingly,  and  * 
mained  all  night.  Nothing  could  have  bees  9d 
cordial  than  tbe  reception  given  to  us.  Mr.il* 
biosun  and  Mr.  Qouihurn  ware  present.  T^ 
several  subjects  of  the  ne||otiatian  were  isln 
over  in  general  terma,  and  m  a  spirit  wbiekil 
think,  promises  well  for  the  frieadly  maasft  H 
which,  at  all  eventa,  it  will  be  conducted. 

The  full  powers  of  Mr.  Robinaoa  aad  W 
Qoulburn  having  in  the  meantime  been  msdeo^ 
our  first  official  meeting  took  place  vesterdtp 
tbe  office  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Nothiog  of  id 
pottance  passed,  beyond  a  recapitulation  d  |^ 
points  which  the  two  Qovernmenis  desire  to^il 
into  discussion,  and  some  attempts  to  settle  tl 
order  in  which  the  negetiatioo  should  piocei 
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IMdrftfont  wUh  Great  Bifiiam. 


The  points  codsisI  of  ftll  saeh  as  have  been  girvn 
in  eh»rge  to  us,  aod  which  have  been  faerecofore 
meDlioDed  in  my  despatches,  ineloding  impress- 
ment, and  other  maritime  qaestions  incident  to  a 
state  of -war. 

I  contebt  myself  at  present  with  stating^  thns 
geneTally.  for  the  President's  information,  that 
the  negotlarion  has  opened.  What  relates  to  its 
progress  will,  I  presume,  no  longer  be  erpected 
from  me  singly,  bnt  in  joint  commanications 
with  Mr.*  Oailatin. 

I  ooglit  not  to  omit  to  mention  that  the  point 
of  impressment  was  brooght  forward  by  Lord 
Gastlereagb.  «t  the  first  interview  held  at  his 
honse.  on  the  28d.  The  next  meeting  takes  place 
to-morrow. 

There  are  some  of  the  points  Which  must  stand 
itill  antil  we  are  In  possession  of  oar  further  in- 
straeuons. 


SxiriMci  of  a  letter  Jrcm  Mr,  Ruth  to  the  Seerttary  of 

State,  dated 

London,  October  12, 1818» 

Ac  the  joint  meeting  which  took  plaee  oa  the 
ith,  ooibing decisive  was^d^ermined  upon.  Pra- 
misiag  ibai  no  opinion  which  I  give  at  thia  stage 
of  the  negotiation  most  be  uken  as  at  all  bind- 
ing, I  will  barely  say  that  I  think  the  prospect  of 
coming  to  any  meement  on  an  article  regulating 
our  trade  with  the  West  Indies  grows  more  and 
more  faiai;.  We  are  to  have  another  conjfcnence 
to-morrow. 


Esirmei  efa  kiterftom  Mr.  Muek  io  the  Seeretmy  ef 

State,  dated 

LoNOo^,  October  10, 1818. 

I  hasten  to  commnnicate  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  President,  that,  at  a  conference  we 
i^Te  this  day  had  with  the  British  Pieolpoten- 
t.aries,  from  which  I  have  just  returned,  it  has 
been  agreed  to  conclude  a  treaty,  comprehending 
an  arrangement  of  the  following  points: 

1st.  The  fisheries;  2d.  The  northwestern  bound- 
arr  line;  3d.  That  about  Columbia  rlrer;  ith. 
The  qoestion  of  slaves;  and  5ch.  A  renewal  for 
ten  i^ears  of  the  present  commercial  convention. 

The  treaty  will  probably  be  reduced  to  form, 
and  signed  to-morrow. 


BjpirOide  efa  letter  from  Meeere.  Gallatin  md  Ruth 
to  tie  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

LoNooN,  October  20, 1818. 

'We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  convention 
whieh  we  eonchided  this  day  with  the  British 
PleBipoten  tiaries. 

I^ord  Gastlereagb  having  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  negotiations  might  be  opened  before  his  de- 

gmore  for  Aii-la-Chapelle,  Mr.  Gallatin  left 
aris  as  soon  as  he  had  received  our  fall  powers, 
and  arrived  here  on  the  16th  of  Aognst.  Oor 
jotBt  iostractions  eoniained  in  yonr  despatch  of 
the  28th  of  July  did  not,  however,  reach  as  till 
the  3d  of  September.  We  had  long  conversa- 
iioAswith  Lord  Castlereagh  at  his  country  seat. 


on  the  82d  and  23d  of  August,  but  eoold  not, 
owing  to  our  instructions  not  having  arrived, 
discuss  With  him  the  questions  of  the  fisheries 
and  of  the  West  India  intercourse.  He  left  Lon- 
don on  the  Ist  of  September.  The  official  con- 
ferences had  begun  on  the  27th  of  August,  and, 
for  the  progress  of  the  negotiation,  we  beg  leaTe 
to  refer  to  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  protocol,  and 
documents  annexed  to  it,  and  of  two  unofficial 
notes  sent  by  us  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 
We  will  add  some  observations  on  the  several 
objects  embraced  by  the  convention. 

1.  Fieheriee. 

We  succeeded  in  securing,  besides  the  right  of 
taking  and  curing  fish  within  the  limits  desig- 
nated by  oor  instructions  as  a  ttne  qua  turn,  toe 
libertv  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Maffdalen 
islands,  and  on  the  western  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  privilege  of  entering  for  shelter, 
wood,  and  water,  in  all  the  British  harbors  of 
North  America.  Both  were  suggested  as  impor- 
tant to  our  fishermen,  in  the  communications  on 
that  subject  which  were  transmitted  to  us  with 
our  instructions.  To  the  exception  of  the  exclu- 
sive rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companv  we  did 
not  object,  as  it  was  virtually  implied  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  and  we  had  never,  anjr  more  than  the 
British  subjects,  enjoyed  any  right  there — the 
charter  of  that  company  having  Men  granted  in 
the  year  1670.  The  exception  applies  only  to 
the  coasts  and  their  harbors,  and  does  not  aflect 
the  right  of  fishing  in  Hudson's  Bay  beyond  three 
lAlIes  from  the  shores,  a  right  which  could  not  ex- 
clusively belong  tOw  or  be  granted  by,  any  nation* 

The  most  difficult  part  of  the  negotiation  re- 
lated to  the  permanence  of  the  right.  To  obtain 
the  insertion  in  the  body  of  the  convention  of 
a  provision  declaring  expressly  that  that  right 
should  not  be  abrogated  by  war,  was  impractica- 
ble. AH  that  could  be  done  was  to  express  the 
article  in  such  manner  as  would  not  render  the 
riffht  liable  to  be  thus  abrogated.  The  words 
"for  ever"  were  Inserted  for  that  purpose,  and  we 
also  made  the  declaration  annexed  to  the  proto- 
col of  the  third  conference,  the  principal  object 
of  which  was  to  provide  in  any  event  for  the  re- 
vival of  all  our  prior  rights.  The  insertion  of 
the  words  "  for  ever"  was  strenuously  resisted* 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  urged  that,  in  case 
of  war,  the  only  effect  of  those  words  being  omit- 
ted, or  of  the  article  being  considered  as  abro- 
gated, would  be  the  necessity  of  inserting  io  the 
treaty  of  peace  a  new  article  renewing  the  present 
one ;  and  that,  after  all  that  had  passed,  it  would 
eertaioly  be  deemed  expedient  to  do  it,  in  what** 
ever  manner  the  condition  was  now  expressed* 
We  declared  that  we  would  not  agree  to  any  ar« 
tide  on  the  subject,  unless  the  words  were  pre* 
served,  or  in  case  they  should  enter  on  the  proto- 
col a  declaration  impairing  their  effect. 

It  will  also  be  perceived  that  we  insisted  on  the 
clause  by  which  the  United  States  renounce  their 
right  to  the  fisheries  relinqoished  by  the  conven- 
tion, that  clause  having  been  omitted  io  the  first 
British  connter-projet.    We  inaisled  on  it  with 
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4  ink 


ifl 


■^" 


iMolMfit  wUk  Qreat  Mfi$aim 


Xhe  Yicw,  Ist.  Of  prereDtioig  any  ii»plu»tioo  thai 
th«  finlieries  Mcared  to  us  were  a  new  graat,  aod 
of  placiDg  the  permaacoce  of  the  rigbtt  secured 
aod  of  iboee  renounced  preciicly  o«  the  fane 
ibotiog«  9d.  Of  its  being  expressly  staled  that 
o«r  reooociation  extended  only  to  the  distance  of 
three  miles  from  the  coasts.  This  laat  point  wan 
the  more  important,  as,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ifhdry  in  open  boats  within  certain  harbors,  it 
appeared,  from  the  communications  aboremen- 
tioned,  that  the  fishing  ground,  on  the  whole  coaat 
of  Nora  Scotia,  is  more  than  three  aules  froaa 
the  shores;  whilst,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  almost 
universally  close  to  the  shore  on  the  coasts  of 
I^hrador.  It  is  in  that  point  of  Tiew  thai  the 
priTilege  of  entering  the  porta  for  shelter  is  ueefoi, 
and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  that  proviaioni  a  oo»- 
aiderable  portion  of  the  actual  fisheries  on  that 
coast  (of  Nora  Scotia)  will,  notwithstanding  the 
renunciation,  be  ppeeerved. 

2.  Bmmdarylime. 

This  being  deftnttiTely  fixed  at  the  forty -nintfi 
degree  of  north  latitude,  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  the  Stony  mountains,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  repeat  the  arguments  which  were  urged  on 
that  subject.  The  attempt  was  again  made  to 
conoect  with  it  an  article,  securing  to  the  British 
access  to  the  Mississippi,  and  the  nght  to  its  nav- 
igatioo.  We  declared,  end  entered  the  declara- 
tion in  the  protocol,  that  we  could  not  agree  to 
the  article,  nor  to  any  that  would  bring  the  Bri* 
tish  in  contact  with  that  river.  The  British 
Plenipotentiaries  having,  by  the  protocol  of  t^e 
seventh  conference,  agreed  to  the  omission  of 'the 
article,  that  point  is  also  definitively  settled.  And 
it  may  be  observed,  with  reference  to  the  treaty 
of  1783,  that,  if  the  United  States  have  not  se- 
cured  to  themselves  the  whole  of  the  fisheries 
heretofore  enjoved  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Great  Britain,  tney  have  obtained  the  liberty  of 
curing  fish  on  a  part  of  the  southern  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  abandonment  of  an  in* 
convenient  privilege  within  their  own  territory. 

3.  Cokunbia  RiMtT* 

•  This  subject  was,  during  the  whale  negotiation, 
eonnected  by  the  Britiah  PienipocoBtiaries  witk 
that  of  the  boundary  line.  They  appeared  alto- 
gether unwilling  to  agree  to  this  in  any  shape, 
unless  some  arrangement  was  made  with  raspeet 
to  the  countrv  westward  of  the  Stony  naountains. 
This  induced  us  to  propose  an  extension  of  the 
boundary  line,  due  vest,  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
We  dad  not  assert  that  the  United  States  had  a 
perfect  right  to  that  country,  but  insisted  that 
their  claim  was  at  least  good  against  Qreat  Brit* 
ain.  The  farty-ninrfa  degreeof north  latittida  had, 
in  puTBuaaee  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  been  fixed, 
indefinitely,  ae  tho  line  betw«ea  the  northern 
British  possessions  and  those  of  France^  inctu* 
ding  Louisiana,  now  a  part  of  our  territoriea. 
There  was  no  reason  why,  if  the  two  countries 
extended  their  claims  westward,  the  same  line 
should  not  be  continued  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  So 
far  as  discovery  gave  a  claim,  ours  to  the  whole 
aouatry  on  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  river  waa 


indisputaUe.    Ii  had  derived  its  nane  from  st 

of  the  American  ship  commanded  by  Cipii 

Qray.  who  had  first  discovered  aod  eatcnd  i 

mouth.    It  was  first  explored,  from  iu  aosrce 

the  ocean,  by  Lewis  and  Clark,  aod  befmti 

British  traders  from  Canada  had  reached  ur< 

ita  watera;  for  it  was  sow  aaceiuiafd  tjatti 

river  Tacoutche  Tesse^  discovered  bf  MeKmi 

and  which  he  had  miataken  for  the  Coluiii 

was  not  a  branch  of  this  river,  but  fell  m  u 

sound  called  the  ^  Qulf  of  Gleorgia.''  Tbe«& 

m^nt  at  the  place  called  Astoria  wasaimk  & 

permanent  eaubUshment  made  in  thu^urte 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  asstrtri  tto  i» 

mer  voyagee,  and  priocipahy  that  sf  CifUB 

Cook,  gave  to  Gkeat  Briuin  the  riftiadoiw 

from  disoovery;  and  they  alluded  to  vonhae 

from  the  natives  south  of  tha  river  tMk 

which  they  alleged  to  have  beea  made  poiu 

the  American  Revolution.    They  did  not  lan 

any  formal  nroposiiion  for  a  boondarf,bB(u^ 

mated  that  tbe  tirti  itself  was  the  moit  eoAra 

ent  that  could  be  adopted,  and  that  ib«f  vou 

not  agree  to  any  that  did  not  give  then  tbekr 

bar  at  the  mouth  of  tha  river,  m  tmaw^ 

tha  United  Staeesb    We aiated  that meM^ 

apaa  to  thfi%  but  eapneeed  our  readiiea'od  « 

wish  to  tasert^  to  the  boundary  artich^'  pnni 

similar  to  what  had  been  proposed  ta  fonatt  • 

eaeions,  aad  which  wa«ld  leave  that iat^»t«P; 

for  arrangement  heraaliter.    To  this  thef  v|" 

not  cooeent, and  oflEered  the  article  aawaN* 

the  protocol  of  the  fifth  conference.    Weitdff 

that  we  preferred  not  aigning  any  article  At  »^ 

baundary  Una  eastwaad.  af  thaSaoaf  aa*J"| 

to  acquiescing  in  that  aarnugament   Weiwi' 

know  with  nreaiaion  what  value  oor  Q^ 

meat  set  on  the  country  to  the  westward  of »' 

mounuins,  but  we  were  not  authorised  lo^ 

into  any  amement  which  would  be  m^ 

to  an  abandonment  of  tha  claim  to  it.  uwi^* 

last  agreed,  but,  as  we  thought,  with  so0eic^ 

tance  on  the  part  of  the  British  PleniP^^^'^ 

that  the  country  on  the  northwest  cosst,  ciiiiB^ 

bv  either  party,  should,  without  prejudice "* 

claims  of  either,  and  for  a  limited  time,  beep? 

for  the  purpose  of  trade,  to  the  inhabitsnu»|" 

countries*    The  importance  which  seems  ''^^ 

been  attached  to  that  subject  by  Great  Bnai*^ 

duces  a  belief  that  it  will  again  be  broo^^J^ 

ward,  at  some  future  occasion,  with  a  riev" 

deftnitfve  arraugemeaL 

4.  iSZanefb 

After  having  inferred  to  what  had  alj4 
paaaed  on  thai  subject,  we  insisted  that  borow 
tiereagh,  having,  m  bis  letter  to  Mr.  A»ja 
April  10^  ]fil6,  declared  that  '^  the  Bninb^ 
emmeat  wauld  not  resist  the  claim  of  tat  »■ 
Smtea  to  indeanifieation  fbr  al^^^.P^. 
property  belonging  to  their  citutens,  whict  < 
be  proved  to  have  been  in  places  dir^p"].^ 
mtoMd  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  at  ti^t^i 
the  ratifioationa,  and  to  imve  been  ^ftet^^ 
moved;"  and  it  being  la  |>roof,  by  ^f^.^ 
poadenoa  of  Capuia  Ciareiie  and  of  ^^ 
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adtakmfmik»mi  BrUaitu 


Mbmii  Gdtoli0>  BiqBif%  h^  te.,  ^dbh  mA  RtdMnl 

Rnih,  Eaqoin^  who^  havinff  ezcfaaHced  tliAii  fiillpBiii* 
eii,  kmai  in  goo4  anl  te  teoif  ham  agiM^npon 


The  high  oontncltiiff  partiat  angaga 
mItm  to  adopt,  without  delay,  and  in  the  mannap  that 
may  best  oorreopond  with  their  ramectiTa  lawa,  ntsh. 
meifloref  u  may  be  moat  eflbctnal  for  excluding  '[the 
natural  bom  autgacts  of  either  party  from  ierving  in 
the  pablie  or  priTate  marina  of  the  other :]  Ptavkkdt 
aboaifit  Tlitt  nothing  contained  in  thia  article  ahall 
be  nndenrtood  to  apply  to  anch  natnral  bom  •nbjecta' 
of  cither  Power  ae  [may]*  haTo  been  naiaimliaed^  by 
^their]  leapectif*  lawi^  previDoe  to  the  ^[aignatnre]  of 
the  preaent  treaty.  And  anch  maaanrea,  whan  adopted, 
ihaU  be  immediately  commnnicatad  to  each  party,  re- 
^eetively. 

AsTiciA  3. 


1  reepeetiTely  from  aerriDg  in  their  public  or  private 
maiiiia  the  natural  bom  aabjade  or  citiaMU  of  the 
other  paity 


or  eitiwne 

ahall 

with  their  ofwn  eonaenC 

the 

of  eithar  Power 

azcfaanga  of  ratiioatioBB 


'  eighteen 

*!  ae  far  ae  it  may  be  fiMmd  practteahle  te  obtafak  itt 


For  the  better  aaeertaining  the  nnmber  of  peraone, 
00  either  ade,  that  may  fall  within  the  exception  con- 
tained  in  the  pieceding  article^  the  high  centraeting 
ptrtiea  engage  to  dativer,  each  to  the  other,  within 
[twelve]'  montha  from  the  ratification  of  the  preeent 
ticatys  a.  lial  *[ef  all  penona]  falling  within  the  aaid 
exceptien,apeal(fing  the  ptaeaa  of  thair  birth,  with  the  of  the 
date  of  their  becoming  nataralixed.    And  it  ia  farther 

agreed  that  '[none  other  than  the  pereon  whoee  namea        *  no  aatwal  bom  aQlljeet  or  cHben  of  eHher  Pbweri 
ahall]  be  included  in  the  aaid  liata,  ahall  be  (|oemed  to    whoee  name  ahall* not 

fall  within  the  aaid  exception.^  *  nnlaae  he  ahall  pfodoee  proof  of  hb  having  been 

duly  natnvaliBed  prior  to  the  exchaiige  of 
Abticis  8.  o^lhia  treaty. 


The  high  contracting  partiea,  however,  reaerve  to 
tbemf  elvea  the  power  to  authorize  and  permit,'  by  pro- 
clamation,' their  reapective  aubjecta  or  dtizena  to  aerve 
in  the  public  or  private  marine  of  the  other  coantry» 
And  it  ia  hereby  expreaaly  nnderatood  that,  eo  long  ae- 
neh  permiuion  ahall  remain  in  force,  it  ahall  be  com* 
patent  for  the  Government  of  the  other  Power,  not» 
withstanding  the  engagement  aet  forth  in  the  fiiat  art- 
icle of  this  treaty,  to  admit  the  performance  of  the  aaid 
imice:  Promded,  ctlwayst  That,  whenever  the  Power 
•0  granting  permlaaion  to  the  aaid  aubjecta  or  dtiaena 
to  aerve  in  the  marine  of  the  other  ahall  withdraw  the 
aame,  notifleation  thereof  diall  forthwith  be  made  to 
the  other  contracting  party ;  and,  on  receipt  of  anch 
notification,  the  j^wer  receiving  the  aame  ahall  finrtii- 
with  notify  it  in  the  moal  pnblie  and  official  manner, 
and  ahaU  uae  ita  ntmoat  endeavon  to  leetrain  the  aaid 
mbjecte*  of  the  other  party  from  farther  aerving  in  ita 
public  or  private  mnrine,  and  ahall  enforce  the  ei^ohir 
uon  of  each  of  the  eaid  aubjecta*  of  the  other  Po«er  ae 
nay  then  be  in  ita  aervice,*  aa  if  no  each  permiaaion 
W  been  promulgated. 

Aanci.x  4* 

*[In  oonaideration  of  Uie  atipulationa  contained  in  the 
pKcedhig  artidee,]  it  ia  agreed  by  the  high  contracting 
pulies  Uiat,  daring  the  continnance  of  the  preaent 
tRttf,  neither  Power  ahall  impreaa  or  forcibly  with- 
ter,  nor  eenee  to  be  impreaaed  or  fovdUy  with- 
diM,  any  pereon  or  penona  from  the  veaetia  of  the 
olhir  Power,  wImu  met  npon  the  high  aoifl,*  on  eny 


''bylaw, 

'  or  otherwiae,  either  generally,  or  in  epedal  caaee, 


*  or  dtiaena 

*  or  dtixena. 

*  on  their  return  to  pori  frem  the  voTagae  or 
vice  in  which  they  nagr  be  then  engaged,  or  aooner,  if 

practicable. 


*  er  anywhere  withont  the  ordinary  joriadielien  of 
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wete  drftWD  with  (hat  Ti«w;  and  the  British 
PienipoCentiaries  immediateijr  stated  that  the? 
were  inadoiiiaaible,  and  amouoted  to  a  moch 
freater  departure  from  the  colonial  policv  of 
Great  Britain  than  she  was  prepared  to  allow. 
They  did  not  eater  Into  any  abstract  defence  of 
that  policy,  but  they  strongly  urged  the  impossi- 
bility of  breaking  down,  at  onee,  a  system  still 
fkrored  by  public  opinion,  and  supported  by  Ta- 
rious  interests  which  could  not  be  disregarded. 
The  fish  and  lumber  of  the  northern  colonieis,  the 
aalted  provisions,  and  eren  the  flour  of  Ireland, 
the  shipping  interest,  and  that  of  non-residing 
West  India  pianters,  were  all  alluded  to.  Having 
once  admitted  the  basis  of  perfect  reciprocity  with 
respect  to  the  direct  intercourse,  they  thought 
that  the  United  States  ought,  for  the  present,  to 
be  satisfied  with  an  arrangement  which  would 
admit  a  considerable  number  of  articles  to  be 
carried  directly ;  that  they  should  not  insist  on 
the  ezclusioB,  Jn  the  intercourse  with  Halifai, 
8t.  John's,  and  Bermuda,  of  those  articles  which 
might  not  be  included  in  the  list  of  those  admit- 
led  in  the  direct  intercourse  with  the  West  Indies ; 
and  that  we  ouaht  not  to  object  to  the  natural 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  lay  protecting  duties  In 
favor  of  the  produce  of  her  own  possessions. 

We  admitted  that  the  last  principle,  as  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  was  uoeiceptionable,  but  ob- 
served, that  the  practical  effect  of  the  condition 
on  which  they  insisted  was  altogether  partial. 
Since  they  persevered  in  making  a  distinction 
between  the  intercourse  with  Bogland  and  that 
with  her  colonies,  and  even  between  that  with 
her  northern  American  colonies  and  that  with 
the  West  Indies,  the  United  States  must,  in  a 
commercial  view,  consider  them  as  so  many  dis* 
tinct  countries.  As  no  other  foreign  country 
could  supply  the  West  Indies  with  the  articles 
which  were  the  produce  of  the  United  Stales,  a 
condition  which  would  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  laying  higher  duties  on  that  produce  than 
on  aimiiar  articles  the  produce  of  other  foreign 
countries,  was  nugatory,  and  to  us  perfectly  use- 
less. There  waa,  in  that  respect,  no  competition 
but  with  the  produce  of  the  British  possessioas. 
We  found,  in  that  condition,  no  compensation 
for  the  restriction  which  it  would  impose  on  the 
United  States  to  lay  no  higher  duties  on  the  co- 
lonial produce  of  the  Britieh  possessions  than  on 
that  01  other  countries.  The  propriety  of  limit- 
ing the  number  of  artidea  to  be  carried  directly, 
would  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  the  list 
which  might  be  proposed.  To  extend  it  to  other 
articles,  in  the  circuitous  intercourse  through 
Halifai  aad  Bermuda,  would  give  to  the  British 
the  exclusive  carriage  of  those  articlrsfrom  those 
ports  to  the  West  lodteS|  and  vice  veratL  and  be 
inconsistent  with  the  avowed  object  of  tne  Uni- 
'ted  States — that  of  an  equal  participation  in  the 
navigation  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the 
articles  of  which  their  trade  with  the  West  In- 
dies, as  allowed  by  Great  Britain,  actually  con- 
sisted. Yet  we  were  disposed  tu  pay  due  regard 
to  the  various  coasideratioas  which  had  been 
pccaented  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  listen  to  any 


epeeiic  proposals ahe  might  be  prepmred  to  mak 
No  part  of  the  articles  we  bad  offered  was,  im 
the  exception  of  the  beats  of  perfect  reeiprodir 
to  be  considered  as  an  uIcimatuBL.  We  wvsii 
however,  say  that  we  eonld  not  seaent  to  iif 
article  which  did  not  admit,  on  tbe  ooeM 
naval  stores  and  the  whole  of  onr  Inmber,  ut 
OB  the  other,  nit,  molasses,  and,  beaidcs  r«B,i 
limited  quantity  of  sugar  and  coffee,  emoagttih 
articles  of  the  direct  trade. 

With  respect  to  dnties,  after  hmrmmtu^HUi 
without  soooess  that  a  maxiniaan  of  clMse  ii- 
tended  for  the  protection  of  the  pradaeeofc&e 
JBritish  dominions  might  be  agreed  oB,et«iied 
that  there  were  at  least  two  proTisieas  vted 
conld  not  be  objected  to,  vis.,  tkmt  theUsiu^ 
States  should  reasain  nt  liberty  u>  ley  higkcrd^ 
ties  on  the  colonial  produce  of  tbe  Britiikfoi> 
sessions  than  on  that  of  those  coantncs  when vt 
were  or  might  be  received  on  better  terms tkn 
in  the  British  West  ladies ;  and  tbec  the  ta&k 
tion  which  would  preclude  genetmlly  sock  hii^ 
duties  being  laid  should  not  appljr  to  the  Wtf 
India  articles  not  admitted  tobeezporied  diredf 
thetefrom  in  Ameriean  vessels  to  the  Um^ 
States. 

The  result  of  several  free  conTersaiioas  wsi 
that,  as  it  was  altogether  improkabia  that  vt 
could,  at  this  time,  come  to  a  defieitiTe  arTaB|^ 
ment,  the  British  Pleni potent inriea  should  ofe 
an  article  with  the  intention  of  its  being  refem^ 
to  our  Government. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  thia,  tbnt  tbef  ainic 
the  principle  of  reoiprocity;  that  tlie|r  nskt  ao 
exception  with  respect  to  the  deseripuon  o(  tb- 
sets ;  that,  giving  up  the  article  formerly  propoi^ 
for  Turk's  Inland,  they  also  admit  that  veaes 
employed  in  the  trade  ma^r  couch  from  o&e  p«a 
to  another,  and  that  to  the  list  of  articles  forod? 
proposed  are  added  naval  stores,  shingles,  tu 
staves,  and  a  more  general  description  of  prors- 
ions.    They  continue  to  except  altogether,  a 
the  one  hand,  soger  and  coffee,  and,  on  the  o^i 
salted  fish  and  provisions,  and  every  other  tffekt 
of  lumber  but  shingles  and  steves.    The  ssff  o- 
sential  difference  between  this  list  of  nrtidotsi 
that  proposed  for  the  intercourse  wiib  Bersib 
and  the  nerthern  colonies  consists,  es  faras!^ 
lates  to  the  produce  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  tk 
lumber  not  admitted  in  the  direct  intercoem 
for  sailed  fish  and  firovlsions  are  eqomlly  exch- 
ded  from  both  $  but  it  is  proposed  tbnt  not  «^ 
soger  end  coffee,  but  also  all  articlee  of  the  pn- 
deee  or  manufacture  of  any  of  the  British  ^ 
minions,  should  be  admitted  throegb  that  ia^ 
rect  channel  into  the  United  States.     Westa^ 
when  we  received  the  article,  that  it  onjht  ta 
embrace  only  American  products,  end  that  tte 
proposal  was  certainly  inadmissible  eo  far  as  r^ 
fated  to  Bast  India  articles. 

With  respect  to  the  ports  they  offer  in  tk 
West  Indies,  they  are  the  same  with  tboee|iro< 
posed  by  us,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Cbnsto 
pheHs,  St.  Lttcia,  Demarara,  Bsequibo,  end  Ber 
bice.  The  three  laat  had  been  at  first  inteadd 
to  be  Inclodedi  but  were  ultimately  omitted  b\ 
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tbe  Brituh  Pieaipottotiartes,  for  nuonn  con- 
Dected,  as  they  Mid,  with  their  eogagements  with 
Holland. 

We  caDOOt  state  what  may  be  eontidered  at 
an  uhimatum  in  that  proposal.    We  are,  how- 
eyer,  iDduced  to  beliere  that  they  will  persevere 
in  ezclttdiDg  sugar  and  some  upecies  of  lamber 
from  ihe  direct,  aii4  salted  fish  aod  provisioas 
from  both  the  direct  and  indirect  intercourse; 
that  tbey  will  insist  on  having  some  articles  ad- 
mitted io  that  indirect,  which  shall  be  eiciuded 
from  the  direct  intercourse;  and  that  they  will 
be  leoaeioos  on  being  placed  on  the  footing  of 
tbe  roost  farored  nation.    They  will  also  cer- 
taialv  insist  that  resaela  from  Qreat  Britain  may 
toucb  at  any  port  in  the  United  States,  and  take 
cargoes  for  the  Wiesi  Indies  of  such  articles  as 
may  be  admitted  in  the  direct  trade.    Without 
sucb  proTision  (which  would  be  made  reciprocal, 
althougb  only  norotoally  so,)  it  is  supposed  here, 
that,  considering  our  proximity,  to  admit  our 
vessels  to  a  participation  on  an  equal  footing  in 
tbe  trade  between   the  United  States  and  the 
Wen  Indies,  would,  in  fact,  give  the  latter  the 
whole  navigation  connected  with  that  trade.    It 
must,  at  the  same  time,  be  observed,  that  the  pro- 
posal being  iateoded  for  reference,  and  not  for 
immediate  discussion,  the  British  Plenipotentia- 
ries may  have  been  cautious  not  to  go  too  far. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  hope  that,  if  our  negotiation 
does  not  pave  the  way  for  a  definitive  arrange- 
ment, it  will  at  least  have  served  to  make  our 
Government  better  acquainted  with  the  disposi- 
tions of  tbis,  and  may  afford  some  assistance 
with  respect  to  the  further  proceedings  which 
may  be  thought  expedient. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  assent  to  any  article  on 
the  subject  of  the  intercourse  by  land  and  inland 
navigatioa  with  Oaaada,  which  would  substan- 
tially differ  from  that  already  twice  rejected,  and 
that  they  would  not  even  agree  to  a  provision 
securing  to  us  the  right  of  taking  our  produce  in 
onr  own  boats  or  vessels  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
as  far  as  MontrcttJ,  and  down  the  river  Chambly 
u  far  as  the  rirer  St.  Lawrence,  we  thought  it 
altogether  unnecessary  to  make  any  proposal  on 
that  subject,  on  which,  indeed,  we  were  not  par- 
ticularly instructed. 

No.  1. 
Protoeoi  ifUufirst  caitferenu  heiioun  the  Ameri- 
can and  British  Plenipoteniiariee,  held  at 
miUhaU^on  the  27th  ofAugutt,  1818. 

Present:  Mr*  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Rush,  Ameri- 
can ;  and  Mr.  Robinaon  aod  Mr.  Goulbuni, 
British* 

Tbe  PleDipotestiariet  presented  and  exchanged 
tbeir  respeettTe  full  powers. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  discussions  should  be 
canied  on  by  conference  and  protocol,  with  the 
insertion  io  the  protocol  of  such  written  docu- 
ments as  either  party  might  deem  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  their  sentiments  in 
deuU. 

Tbe  British  Plenipotentiaries  staled  that  they 


were  ready  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  signature  of 
a  treaty,  renewing  the  commercial  convention  of 
1815  as  it  stands;  or,  that  if  the  American  Pleni- 
polentiaries  should  prefer  to  delay  the  signature 
of  such  a  treaty  of  renewal  till  more  progress 
should  have  been  made  in  the  discussion  of  the 
other  topics  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  two 
Qovernments  to  arrange,  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  the  adoption  of  that  courses  But  it  was 
explicitly  stated  by  tbe  British  Plenipotentiaries, 
that,  with  respect  to  all  those  other  topics  of  dis- 
cussion, whether  purely  commercial,  or  partaking 
more  ola  political  character,  they  were  instructed 
not  to  consent  to  any  partial  or  separate  consid- 
eration of  them,  nor  to  select  any  one  in  particu- 
lar, as  an  appendage  to  a  renewal  of  the  existing 
commercial  convention. 

The 'American  Plenipotentiaries  acquiesced  la 
the  division  of  the  subject,  represented  by  the 
British  Plenipotentiar|«s  to  be  essential,  bat 
slated  it  to  be  their  desire  not  to  sign  the  treaty 
of  renewal  for  the  present.  It  was,  howevar, 
agreed  that  the  eventual  signature  of  that  iastm- 
ment  should  not  be  made  contingent  upon  a  set- 
tlement of  the  other  points,  and  both  parties 
declined  bringing  forward  any  proposed  modi&« 
cation  of  it. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  Saturday  at 
two  o'clock. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  JOHN  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

No.  2. 

Protocol  of  the  second  conference  held  between 
the  American  and  British  PlenipotentiarieSiiU 
WhitehaU,  on  the  2^th  of  August^  1818. 

Present:  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Goulburn. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  agreed  upon  and  signed 
the  protocol  of  the  preceding  conference.  Some 
general  conversation  then  ensued  upon  some  of 
the  different  topics  of  discussion. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  stated  that, 
whenever  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  were  pre- 
pared to  submit  their  project  on  the  impressment 
question,  they  (the  American  Plenipotentiaries) 
would  bring  forward  their  proposition  respecting 
the  other  maritime  poiuU;  but  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  bring  those  topics  before  the  conferences 
at  all,  unless  the  impressment  of  seamen  was  to 
be  discussed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  conference  should 
take  place  on  September  ith. ' 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

RICHARD  RUSH, 

FREDERICK  JOHN  ROBINSON, 

HENRY  GOULBURN. 

No.  3. 

Protocol  of  the  third  conference  held  between  the 
American  and  Bniish  Plenipotentiaries,  at 
WhitehaU,  on  the  17th  day  tf  September,  1818. 
Present :  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robid- 

eon,  Mr.  Goulburn. 
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The  ooBfereiie«  Izcd  for  Ibe  4€h  iMtMit  litTiiiff 
been  tdjovmed  by  motoal  eooeemt,  it  wis  heli 
this  day. 

TIm  protoeol  of  the  preeedi»g^  eonfnntDee  wie 
•greed  opon  and  tiffoed. 

The  AmerioaD  rleaifioieatiarie*,  after  tome 
preTMMM  ezplaaatioo  of  the  natare  of  the  propo- 
akioot  which  they  were  abo«t  to  make,  uihBttied 
the  fire  annexed  anieles,  (A,  B,  C,  and  D,)  vpoa 
the  fisheries,  the  hoondary  liae,  the  West  tihdia 
iiltereoi»ie,  that  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Broos- 
wiek,  and  the  captared  slaves.  The  two  first  ar- 
lielet  they  stated  to  be  drawn  as  peraaaneai ;  aad 
dMV  aceompanicd  ihat  respecting  the  fisheries 
with  the  annexed  explanatory  memorandain.  (B.) 

The  British  Pieaipoteniiaries  sabmitted  the 
annexed  projet  of  articles  respecting  the  impress- 
aenc  of  seamen,  (B*.))  *Bd  they  expressed  their 
ooiiTictioa  that  a  consideration  of  these  articles 
weald,  under  all  the  ctrcomstanoes  of  difficulty 
with  which  the  question  is  in? oWed,  satisfy  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  sincere  and 
iwnest  dtopositloQ  of  the  British  Government  to 
go  to  every  practicable  length  in  a  joint  efibrt  to 
temove  all  existing  causes  of  differeace.  and  to 
connect  the  two  countries  in  the  firmest  ties  of 
harmonv  and  good  understanding. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  declared  that 
they  received  the  nroposition  entirely  in  the  same 
spirit;  and  then  Drought  ibrward  the  annexed 
articles,  (Q,)  relating  to  ether  maritime  points, 
which,  at  the  former  coofereaoe,  they  had  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  producing. 

They  also  sabmitted  three  other  articles,  as 
annexed,  respecting  wrecks,  dbe.  (H.) 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  S5th 
iuetMtt. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FRED.  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

ABTfOLB  A. 

Whereas  differences  have  arisen  respecting  the 
liberty  claimed  by  the  Uaiied  States  for  the  ia- 
habitanu  thereof  to  take,  dry,  and  cure  fish  on 
ceruin  coasu^  bayS|  harbors,  and  creeks  of  His 
Britannic  Mijestv's dominions  in  America:  it  is 
agreed  between  the  high  contracting  parlies  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolested, forever,  the  liberty 
to  uko  fish,  of  every  kind,  oo  that  part  of  the 
muhera  coast  of  Newfoundland  which  extends 
from  Cape  Ray  to  the  Ramea  islands,  and  the 
western  and  northern  coast  of  Newfoundland, 
from  the  said  Cape  Ray  to  Ctoiirpon  Island,  on 
the-  Bftagdalen  islands;  and  also  oa  the  coasts, 
bays,  harbors,  and  oceelm  from  Meimt  Joli,  on  the 
southern  coast  of  Labrador,  to  and  throuffh  the 
Straits  of  Belleisie,  and  thence,  northwardly,  in- 
definitely,  along  the  coast ;  and  that  the  Ameri- 
eao  fishermen  shalt  also  have  liberty  forever  to 
dryland  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsectkd  bays, 
htrhors,  and  creeks  of  the  eoathero  part  of  the 
coast  ot  Newfoundland  here  above  described,  of 


the  Magddtn  islaada,  and  of  Lmbrmior,  m  hm 
above  described ;  but  ao  sooq  as  tfce  same  c 
either  of  them,  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  h 
lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  core  fisk 
ac  each  settlemeat,  without  previoiia  agreesMK 
for  that  pm^se  with  the  inhabitantsi,  props- 
tors,  or  poesesBors  of  the  ground  ;  sod  the  Uniiri 
Stales  hereby  reaoooee  aay  liberty  heretofte 
enjoyed  or  claimed  by  thfe  taba^itmnu  thereof  it 
lake,  dry,  or  core  fish  on  or  within  tlwee  msriit 
miles  of  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  erweks,  ^^d  k» 
bors  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  domfswas  ii 
America  not  included  .within  the  aksf«<aiea- 
tioned  limits:  Fromdedf  Amiewer,  Tkatiht  Ame- 
rican fisbefmen  shall  be  admit  lad  to  eaiet  sock 
bays  and  harbors  for  the  purpooe  oidy  of  obtsis- 
iag  shelter,  wood,  water,  and  bait,  bat  luder  mk 
restrictions  as  may  be  necessary  eo  preveai  ike 
drying  or  eortag  fish  therein,  or  la'aay  stkv 
manner  abusing  the  privilege  hereby  reserrcia 
them. 

Articlb  B. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  Imm  drawn  due  monkm 
south,  as  the  case  may  require,  from  the  mx 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  che  Wooh 
imtil  it  shall  intersect  the  forty •atoth  paniiei  d 
north  latitode,  aad  from  the  point  of  saeh  intcF 
section,  doe  west,  along  and  wi«h  the  said  pan^ 
lei,  shall  be  the  line  of  demaroation  betweca  tW 
territories  of  the  United  Smtee  aad  those  sT  Bm 
Britannic  Majesty  to  the  westward  of  the  ssil 
lake;  and  that  the  said  liae  shall  ibrm  theseith- 
era  boundary  of  the  mid  territories  of  thcUoitil 
States,  and  the  southern  boundary  of  His  Brttu- 
nic  Majesty's  said  territories,  from  the  said  bke 
to  the  Pacific  ocean ;  it  being,  however,  4» 
tinctly  understood  thai,  with  respect  to  the  m- 
torics  situated  oa  the  northwest  eooat  of  kmth 
ica,  or  weMward  of  the  Stony  mouataiai.  ike 
two  high  eontraeting  parties  tnteod  herc^  mk- 
fine  the  extent  of  their  respective  dains  whr 
only  as  relates  to  the  two  parties,  mod  witbstf 
reference  to  the  chime  of  aay  other  nauoa 

The  inhabitanU  of  the  two  eouotrlesL  jripce- 
lively,  shall  havelibertv  freely  toooiaa  vriik their 
ships  and  cargoes  to  all  such  phtuea,  portt,aBi 
riveni,  on  the  ■orthwest  coast  of  AtBcrica.  at  to- 
long  to  or  may  be  in  the  poseesmon  of  either^ 
the  two  high  contracting  parties,  and  shall  a 
admitted  and  treated,  wit^  respect  to  their  sd 
ships- aod  cargoes,  and  to  trade  generallT,  os  tk 
ssQie  terms  and  In  fhemaemanBerast4e  iMt 
itants,  vessels,  and  cargoes  of  the  cemtry  owrnif 
or  haviMT  possession  of  such  phiees^  ports,  at 
nven.    The  navigatioa  of  de  rivers  abat  fat 
into  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  which  may  be  iatw* 
seeted  by  the  liae  of  demareatioQafereaaEid,  shi^ 
from  the  sources  of  such  bnnehesasaay  be  ibS 
iatersected,  to  the  ocean,  remain  free  and  open  u 
the  citiaens  of  the  United  Smtes  and  to  cbe  sah 
jects  of  Qreat  Britain.    Bat  both  partiea  nteni 
to  themselves  the  power  of  regulating,  each  wiih 
ia  their  rcepective  territories,  the  right  to  the  nfl 
vigation  of  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Golf  4 
or  iaio  Hudsoo's  Bay. 
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Abtiolb  C. 

It  is  agreed  that  ressela  of  the  Uaited  States 
shall  have  liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  ports 
of  the  Uaited  States  to  which  aay  foreigD  vessels 
are  permitted  to  come,  into  any  of  the  following 
ports  of  His  Britaaaic  Majesty's  domiotons  ia 
the  West  Indies,  aad  on  the  coDtinent  of  Soath 
America,  Wz :  the  ports  of  KingstOD,  Savannah 
La  Mar,  Montego  bay,  Santa  Lueia,  Antonio, 
Saint  Aooe,  Falmoatb,  and  Porto  Maria,  in  tbe 
island  of  Jamaica  ;  the  port  of  San  Joseph,  in  the 
islaod  of  Trinidad ;  the  port  of  Scarborough,  in 
the  island  of  Tohago ;  the  port  of  St.  George,  in 
(be  islaod  of  Granada;  the  port  of  Kingston,  in 
the  islaod  of  Sl  Vincent ;  the  port  of  Bridge- 
town, in  the  island  of  Barbadoes;  the  principal 
port  in  the  island  of  St.  Lacia ;  the  port  of  Ros- 
seau,  in  the  island  of  Dominica;  the  port  of  Sl. 
John's,  in  the  island  of  Antigoa ;  tbe  port  of  Bas- 
seterre, in  tbe  island  of  St.  Christopher's ;  the 
port  of  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortola ; 
the  principal  port  of  Turk's  Island ;  the  port  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providenee;  the 
port  of  Pittstown,  in  Crooked  Island ;  the  princi- 
pal port  of  the  island  of  Bermuda ;  the  principal 
port  in  the  colony  of  Demarara,  and  the  principal 
port  in  the  colony  of  Berbice,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  live  stock,  and  every  species  of  provisions 
and  lumber,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture of  the  United  States;  and  tbe  said 
vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  import  in  the 
same  manner  everv  other  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned British  islands  and  colonies  shall  not  be 
entirely  prohibiud  from  every  other  place  what- 
ever, if  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  United  States,  and  from  every  other  for- 
eign eottotry  or  place,  if  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country  or 
place.  The  said  vessels  coming  directly  troni 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States 
shall  likewise  have  liberty  to  export  from  any  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  do- 
minions to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  si^ar,  coffee,  molasses,  and  salt,  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  maonfoctore  of  the 
above-mentioned  British  islands  and  colonies; 
and  the  said  vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  ex- 
port, in  the  same  manner,  any  other  article  of  tbe 
said  growth,  produce,  or  mannfactnre,  the  ex« 
portation  of  wbieh  from  the  said  British  islands 
and  colonies  to  every  other  foreign  country  or 
place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibit :  ProvuUd, 
Aoioewr,  That  the  quantity  of  sugar  and  coffee 
which  may  be  thns  exported  shalFnot,  for  each 
vessel,  exceed  the  rate  of  five  hundred  weight  of 
both  together  for  each  ton  of  the  burden  of  such 
Teasel. 

British  vessels  shall  in  the  same  manner,  have 
liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions,  into  any 
ftf  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States,  sugar, 
eofiee,  molasses,  and  salt,  being  of  the  growth, 
ptodaecj  or  manufacture  of  the  above-mentioned 
British  islands  and  colonics;  and  tbe  said  vessels 
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shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  in  the  same 
manner,  any  other  sriicle  of  the  said  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  the  exportation  of  which 
from  the  said  islands  and  colonies  to  the  United 
States  shall  be  allowed  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  tbe  importation  of  which  into  the 
said  United  States  from  every  forejgn  country  or 
place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited :  Provided^ 
AoiMoer,  That  the  qoaptity  of  sugar  and  coffiie 
which  may  be  thns  imported  shall  not  exceed,  for 
each  vessel,  the  rate  of  five  hundred  weight  of 
both  together,  for  each  ton  of  the  burden  of  such 
vessel.  The  said  vessels,  coming  directly  from 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  shall  likewise  have  liberty  to 
export,  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the 
United  States  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions,  tobacco,  naval 
stores,  live  stock,  and  every  species  of  provisions 
and  lumber,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  Slates;  and  the  said 
vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  export,  in  the 
same  manner,  every  other  article,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the 
importation  of  which  into  the  said  British  ports 
from  the  said  United  States  shall  be  allowfd  in 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  exportation 
of  which. from  the  said  United  States  to  every 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  pro- 
hibited. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party» 
as  above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other 
or  higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  other  party; 
and  they  shall  have  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch, 
during  the  same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the 
ports  above  mentioned  or  the  other  party,  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  their  inward,  or  of  taking 
on  board  their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  tbe 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  aay  of  the 
articles  which  may  be  imported  therein  by  virtue 
of  this  article,  when  imported  in  British  vessels, 
than  when  imported  In  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  nor  when  imported  direetly  iVom  the 
above-mentioned  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's dominions,  than  when  imported  in  a  circui- 
tous manner.  And  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall 
be  paid  on  the  importation  into  the  above-men- 
mentioned  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  do- 
minions, of  any  of  the  articles  which  may  be 
imported  therein  by  virtue  of  this  article,  when 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
when  imported  in  British  vessels,  nor  when  im- 
ported directly  from  the  United  States,  than  when 
imported  in  a  circuitous  manner.. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
bounties  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
any  articles  which  may,  by  virtue  of  this  article, 
be  eXjported  either  from  the  above-mentioned 
British  islands  and  colonies  to  the  United  States, 
or  from  the  said  United  States  to  the  said  islands 
and  colonies,  whether  such  exportation  shall  be 
in  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  or  in  British  ves- 
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g«)B.  And  ibe  artielet  thus  exported  shall,  io  the 
dominions  of  both  parties,  respeetivelf,  pay  the 
•eame  doties,  and  be  allowed  the  same  bonnties  on 
the  exportation  thereof,  as  when  exported  to  any 
other  foreign  eonntry  or  place  whatever. 

Abtiolb.  British  ressels  shall  have  liberry.to 
export  from  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
to  which  any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to 
eome,  to  the  ports  o7  Halifax,  in  His  Britannic 
IMajesty's  province  of  Nova  Scotia ;  to  the  port 
of  St.  John's,  in  His  Britannic  Majesty-s  province 
of  New  Brnn^wiok;  and  to  any  other  port  within 
the  said  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  or  New  Brans- 
wick,  10  which  vessels  of  any  other  foreign  nation 
shall  be  admitted,  any  article  of  the  growth,  pro- 
dace,  or  manafaetore  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
importation  of  which  from  the  said  United  States 
into  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the 
West  Indies  and  on  the  continent  of  Sooth 
America,  shall  be  allowed  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
>ted  Slates,  by  virtue  of  the  next  preceding  article 
■of  this  treaty,  and  the  exportation  of  which  from 
«lhe  United  States  to  every  other  foreign  coontry 
:or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited;  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Slates  shall,  in  like  manner. 
]|iave  liberty  to  import  frtfm  any  of  the  aforesaid 
:port8  of  the  United  States,  into  any  of  the  afore- 
'said  ports  within  the  said  provinces  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brooswiok,  any  of  the  articles 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  said 
United  States,  the  exportation  of  which  from  the 
•aid  United  States  to  the  said  provinces  shall  be 
allowed  in  Briiii^h  vessels,  and  the  importation  of 
which  into  the  said  provinces  from  every  other 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited. 

British  vessels  shall  also  have  liberty  to  import 
from  any  of  the  $aid  ports  within  the  provinces 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  into  any  of 
the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States,  gypsum 
and  grindstones  the  prodoee  or  mannfacture  of 
the  said  provinces;  and  they  shall  likewise  have 
liberty  to  import  ia  the  same  manner  any  other 
'article  of  the  growth,  produce,  ur  mannfacture  of 
the  said  provinces,  the  exportation  of  which  from 
the  said  provinces  to  the  United  Slates  shall  be 
allowed  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Imponation  of  which  into  the  said  United  Slates 
fvom  every  other  foreign  country  shall  not  be 
altogether  prohibited.  And  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  export  from  the  said 
provinces  to  the  said  United  States  gypsum  and 
griodstoneit,  the  prodoee  or  manufacture  of  the 
(said  provinces ;  and  they  shall  likewise  have  lib-* 
erty  to  export,  in  the  same  manner,  any  other 
article  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  the  said  provinces,  the  exportation  of  whrcfa 
to  every  other  foreign  country  shall  not  be  en- 
tire!/ prohibited. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties  em- 
ploved  in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article 
ahall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party, 
as  above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other  or 
higher  duties  or  charges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  ve:fsels  of  such  other  party. 
The  same  duties  shall  alap  be  paid,  respectively, 


in  the  dominions  of  botb  parties  on  the  iapora- 
tion  and  on  the  exportation  of  the  mrticles  wiisi 
flMj  be  imported  or  exported  br  Tirtue  of  tb 
article,  and  the  fame  beuatiea  aluul  »lao  beaHw- 
ed  on  the  exportation  thereof,  whether  sack  » 
portation  or  exportation  shall  oe  in  vcaaeis  of  ik 
United  States  or  tn  British  vasaela. 


AaTioLB  D. 

Whereas  compUiats  have  been  wiade  bf  diir 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  Oml  seves. 
slaves,  their  private  property,  were  carried  amr 
from  the  United  States,  contimr|r  to  ike  mio- 
lions  of  the  first  article  of  the  creetf  of  pesce 
and  amity  concluded  at  Ghent,  helweet  the  two 
high  contracting  parties,  on  the  tweatyHfoanh^ 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hnadied  vd 
fourteen,  it  is  agreed  that  fall  eompesaatiofiiiil. 
be  made  by  the  British  Qoveranaewt  to  the  a^ 
complainants  (or  all  slaves,  their  privaie  pitfRcr. 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  excha^<e  of  the  wM- 
lions  of  the  said  treaty,  were  in  aay  lemiona 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoerer,  directed  kf  \k 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  Stue 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  w 
who  were  afterwards  removed  or  oarried  avif 
by  the  said  forces,  whether  anch  slaves  as  mfm 
said  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  shore  or  a 
board  any  vessels  lyioy  in  waters  which,  beia 
within  the  territory  or  jurisdictioa  of  iheUsisc 
States,  were  to  be  restored  to  thena.    And,  ie 
the  purpose  of  truly  ascertaiaing  the  nnakersa^ 
value  of  the  said  slaves,  three  eosioiisMBCis 
shall  be  appointed,  and  anihorised  to  ■«!  tad 
act  in   manner  foUowiaff,  that  Is   to  a&r.  ^w 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  rresideot  of  the  Cutri 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  connesi  of  » 
Senate  thereof,  and  one  by  His  Britaaaic  Hsja- 
ty ;  and  the  said  two  commissioners  shall  t^ 
on  the  choice  of  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cansoi  k 
agree,  they  shall  each  propose  one  person;  tsi 
of  the  two  names  so  proposed,  one  ahall  be  dr» 
by  lot,  in  the  presence  of  the  two  origtnsl  tarn- 
misaioners.     The  three  commissiooers  tksss^ 
pointed  shall  first  meet  in  the  City  of  Wssstsf- 
toB,  but  shall  have  power  to  adjoorw  frsapisee 
to  place,  as  they  shall  see  cause.  They  sb^tere 
power  to  appointa  aecretarv,  and,  before  pteectd- 
log  to  aat,  shall,  respectively,  cake  the  f«iliowu: 
oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  presence  of  eseh  otka 
which  oath  or  affirmation,  being  duly  taken  an 
attested|  ahall  be  entered  on  the  leeonl  of  im 
proceedings;  that  Is  to  say :  **  I,  A«  B^  oaedne 
cOaMnisaiooers  appointed  in  pttrsnaace  of  the-- 
artiele  of  the  treaty  of  — -,  between  the  Uaid 
Suies  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  do  soleaal^ 
swear  [or  affirm]  that  I  will  diligently,  iaipsa 
cially,  and  earefotly  examine,  and,  to  the  keit  ^ 
my  judgment,  according  to  justice  and  tqmt\ 
decide  ail  snch  complaints  or  applications  a.s  d3 
der  the  said  article,  shall  be  prelmed  to  the  sd 
commissioners.''  Two  of  the  said  commissiooei 
shall  constitute  a  board,  provided  they  be  rken 
mmed  by  the  respective  Qovernments;  sad  ti 
cancies,  caused  by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  I 
filled  up  in  the  manner  of  the  original  appoia 
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mtaUi  simI  ihe  baw  eommiaaaatrvBlriiU  take  die 
sMBe  oatk'W  affirniBtioii,  and  do  the  same  diitimj 
TveWe  mMiihs,  from  the  day  ea  whieh  the  laid 
commiaitoaers  shall  form  a  board,  are  •aasigned; 
for  vceaiviag  eoia plaints  and  applications;  bop 
they  are,  aevcrtheless,  aothoriaeil,  in  any  panic-' 
oUr  eaaet  ia  vhich  it  shall  appnir  to  cbevn  reai 
aoiMU)le  aod  jost^  to  extend  the  said  term  for  aof; 
term  not  exceeding  six  months  nfier  the  expirai 
tioo  thereof.  In  examining  the  eompUlnts  and 
applicstioos  preferred  to  them  by  the  owners  of; 
sieves,  or  their  lawful  attorneys  or  represeata-! 
uVea^  the  said  commissioners  are  empowered  aa<l 
reqaired,  in  porsnanee  of  the  troe  inleat  and 
meaaia^  of  this  article,  to  examioe,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  all  such  persons  as  shall  come  before; 
them,  tonching  the  real  iramber  aod  value  of  the 
slaves  alleged  to  hare  been  carried  away  as  afore-j 
mid ;  and  also  to  receive  in  evidence,  aceordinff 
as  they  may  think  consistent  with  equity  aaS 
jattioe,  written  depositions^  beiog  d«4y  aathenti-i 
cated,  either  according  to  existiiig  legal  forms,  oi^ 
ID  soch  other  manner  ns  the  said  eommissioaera 
shall  see  cause  to  require  or  allow. 

The  award  of  the  said  commissioaera,  or  any^ 
two  of  them,  shall,  ia  all  cases,  be  final  aad  coo-; 
elusive,  whether  as  to  the  number,  the  vakie,  oii 
the  ownenhip  of  the  slaves  carried  away  aanfore- 
said.  Aad  His  Britannic  Majesty  undertakes  to 
cause  the  sum  awarded  to  each  and  erery  owner, 
in  lieu  of  his  slare  or  slaves,  as  above  described, 
to  be  paid,  without  deduction,  at  such  time  or 
times,  and  at  such  place  or  places,  as  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  said  commissionen,  and  on  con- 
diiion  of  such  releases  beiog  given  as  they  shall 
direct:  Fromded^  That  no  such  payments  shall 
be  ixed  to  take  place  sooner  thaa  twelve  months 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  this  treaty.  It  is  further  a|^reed  that  the  said 
commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such 
manner  as  sbnll  be  agreed  between  the  two  par- 
ties; such  agreement  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 
And  all  other  expenses  attending  the  execotion 
•f  the  commiaaion  shall  be  defrayed  jointly  by 
the  two  partiea,  the  same  being[  previouMVi  ascer- 
tained and  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the  oom- 
tmssieners. 

E. 

Explanatory  JIdemarandiim. 

The  Ameffiean  Plenipotentiaries  preseaiad  for 
consideration  an  article  on  the  sttbject  of  certain 
fisheries.  They  atated,  at  themme  time,  that,  as 
ibe  United  States  considered  the  liberty  of  tak- 
iog,  drying,  and  curing  fish,  secured  to  them  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783^  as  beiog  onimpaimdi 
ssd  still  in  force  for  the  whole  extent  of  thefish* 
eties  in  question,  whilst  Great  Briuin  considered 
tlMi  liberty  as  haviag  been  abrogated  by  arar; 
and  as,  by  the  article  now  proposed^  the  United 
States  onered  to  desist  from  their  claim  to  a  car- 
tsio  portion  of  the  said  fisheries,  that,  offer  was 
niadc  with  the  undcrstauding  that. the  article  now 
proposed,  or  any  other  on  the  same  subject  which 
ti^hi  be  agreed  on,  ahonid  be  considef  cd  as  perma- 


nent, and,  like  one  lor  ixing  boomlaries  betwocn 
the  territories  of  the  two  parties,  not  to  be  abto- 
gated  by  the  mere  fact  of  a  war  between  them; 
or  that,  if  vacated  by  any  event  whatever,  the 
rights  of  both  parties-should  revive  aod  be  in  Mi 
force,  as  if  such  an  article  had  not  been  agreed- to. 

F. 

His  Migesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaod,  dtc,  dbc,  and  the 
Presideat  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be- 
ing animated  with  an  equal  desire  to  remove,  by 
amicable  regulations,  the  incoaveniences  whion 
have  arisen  from  the  difllculty  of.  discriminating 
between  the  subjects  of  the  two  Powers,  respect- 
ively, have  determined  to  proceed,. without  preju- 
dice to  the  rights  of  either  Power,  to  frame,  sunh 
conventional  arrangemei^ts  ,as  may  obviate  the 
evils  which  might  hereafter  again  result  from  the 
ciroumstaoces. above  stated  to  the  public  aeivioe, 
the  eommerce,  or  subjects  of  either  of  the  con- 
tractile parties.  In  pursuance  of  so  desirable  nn 
object,  bis  said  Mi^esty  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  have  nominated  Pleaipoteatiaries 
to  discuss  and  sign  a  treaty  to  this  enect. 

His  Majeaty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  britain  aod  Ireland  has  nominatnl  the 
Right  Honorable  Frederick  John  Robinson,  dus., 
&^^  &c,  and  Henry  Goulburo,  Esq.,  d&c,  d^c, 
4p. ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
nominated  Albert  Gallatin,' Esq.,.  d&c,  dtc,  dbc.. 
and  Richard  Rush,  Esq.,  who,  having  exchanged 
their  .full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due  form, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

AaT.  1.  The  high  contracting  parties  engage 
and  bind  themselves  to  adopt  without  dehiy,  and 
in  the  manner  that  may  oest  correspond  with 
their  respective  laws,  such  measures  as  may  be 
most  effectual  for  excluding  the  natural  born  sub- 
jects of  either  .party  from  serving  in  the  public  or 
.private  marine  of  the  other:  Provided,  a/toa|», 
That  nothing  contained  in  this  article  shall  be 
understood  to  apply  to  anch  natural  born  subjects 
of  either  Power  as  may  have  been  naturalized  by 
their  respective  laws  previous  to  the  signature  of 
the  present  treaty ;  and  such  measures,  when 
adopted,  shall  be  immediately  communicated  to 
each  party,  respectively. 

Abt.  S.  For  the  better  ascertaining  the  num- 
ber of  persons  on  either  side  that  may  fall  within 
the  exception  contained  in  the  preceding  article, 
the  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  deliver, 
each  to  the  other,  within  twelve  months  from  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  a  list  of  all  per- 
sons falling  within  the  said  exception,  specifying 
the  places  of  their  birth,  with  the  date  of  their 
becoming  naturalized.  And  it  is  further  agreed 
that  none  other  than  the  persons  whose  names 
shall  be  included  in  the  said  lists  shall  be  deemed 
to  fall  within  the  said  exception. 

Art.  3.  The  hiflh  contracting  parties,  however, 
reserve  to  themselves  the  power  to  authorize  and 
permit,  by  proclamation,  their  respective  subjects 
or  citizens  to  serve  in  the  public  or  private  marine 
of  the  other  coimtry.  And  it  is  hereby  expressly- 
imderstood  that,  so  long  as  such  permission  ahajl 
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mnain  is  forae,  it  thatl  b«  eompeteat  for  tbe 
QoreraBeat  of  the  other  Power,  aotwithetsBd- 
iof^  the  engegemeot  let  forth  io  the  first  article  of 
this  treaty,  to  admit  the  performaAce  of  the  said 
service ;  Promded,  ahtaj^^  That  wheaeTer  the 
Power  so  grantiag  permission  to  the  said  sahjeets 
or  citizens  to  serre  in  the  marine  of  the  other 
shall  withdraw  the  same,  notification  thereof  shall 
forthwith  be  made  to  the  other  contracting  party ; 
and,  on  receipt  of  such  notification,  the  Power 
receivioff  the  same  shall  forthwith  notify  it  in  the 
most  poblic  and  official  manner,  and  shall  use  its 
utmost  endeavors  to  restrain  the  said  subjects  of 
the  other  party  from  farther  serving  in  its  poblic 
or  private  marine,  and  shall  enforce  the  ezciosion 
of  the  said  subjects  of  the  other  Power  as  may 
then  be  in  its  service,  as  if  no  snch  permission 
had  been  promulgated. 

Abt.  4.  In  consideration  of  the  stipulations 
contained  in  the  preceding  articles,  it  is  agreed 
by  the  high  contracting  parties  that,  daring  the 
continuance  of  the  present  treaty,  neither  Power 
shall  impress  or  forcibl^r  withdraw,  caose  to  be 
impressed  or  forcibly  withdravra,  any  person  or 
persons  from  the  vessels  of  the  other  Power,  when 
met  upon  the  high  seas,  on  any  plea  or  pretext 
whatsoever:  Provided alway9f  That  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  apply 
to  the  vessels  of  either  Power  which  may  be 
within  the  ports  or  within  the  maritime  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  other:  And,  al§o,  frovided^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
impair  or  effect  the  established  right  of  search  as 
authorized  in  time  of  war  by  the  law  of  natioas. 

Art.  5.  The  high  contractiog  parties  have 
agreed  to  extend  the  duration  of  the  present  treaty 
to  ten  years  I  and  they  reserve  to  themselves  to 
eoncert  as  to  its  renewsl  at  soch  convenient  pe- 
riod, previous  to  its  ezpiratioUj  as  may  insure  to 
their  respective  subiects  the  uninterrupted  benefit 
which  they  expect  from  ita  provisions :  Provided^ 
alioaytf  That  either  Power  may,  if  it  deem  it 
expedient,  upon  giving  six  months'  previous  no- 
tice to  the  other,  wholly  abrogate  and  annul  the 
present  treaty. 

Abt.  6.  It  is  agreed  that  nothing  contained  in 
the  preceding  articles  shall  be  understood  to  affect 
the  rights  and  principles  on  which  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  have  heretofore  acted  in  respect 
to  any  of  the  matters  to  which  these  stipulations 
refer,  except  so  far  as  the  same  shall  have  been 
modified,  restrained,  or  sospeoded  by  the  said  ar- 
ticles. And  whenever  the  present  treaty  shall 
cease  to  be  in  operation,  either  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  it  is  enacted,  without  any 
renewal  of  the  same,  or  by  the  abrogation  thereof 
by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  or  (which  Gbd  forbid)  by  any  war 
between  the  high  contractiDg  parties,  each  of  the 
said  high  contracting  parties  shall  stand,  with 
respect  to  the  other,  as  to  its  said  rights  and  prin- 
ciples, as  if  no  such  treaty  had  ever  been  made. 

G. 

(a)  Whenever  one  of  the  high  contracting 
INirties  shall  be  at  war,  any  vessel  of  the  other 


party  sailiag  for  a  port  or  |riaco  briongia^  a 
an  eaamy  of  the  first  party,  withcmt  novii{ 
that  the  same  is  either  besieged,  blockaded,  or  ii- 
vested,  may  be  tanied  away  from  saeh  port  a 
place  i  batfihe  shall  aotbedetauMdyBoc  her  caift, 
if  not  contraband,  be  eonfiaeated,  aalesi,  i&r 
soch  notice,  she  shall  again  attempt  to  eater;  ha 
she  shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any  other  ports 
place  she  may  think  proper.  No  w^aati  orcaif 
shaU  be  condemned  for  breach  of  a  blockade,  ot- 
less  captured  by  one  of  the  bloekadiog  skips, « 
anless  she  shaU  attempt  to  enter  after  aoucea 
aforesaid.  Nor  shall  any  vessel  or  groodiof  eicte 
party,  that  may  have  entered  ioto  soch  port  or 
place  before  the  same  was  besiegred,  bbekatoi, 
or  invested  by  the  other,  and  be  foond  tkeidi 
after  the  redaction  or  surrender  of  sneh  pbec.  be 
liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall  be  restored  t»ik 
owners  or  proprietors  thereof.  AniL  in  orfato 
determine  what  characterizes  «  bloekade,  it  is 
agreed  that  that  denominalion  aball  apply  at 
port  where  there  is,  hj  the  diapoaition  of  tht 
tower  which  blockades  it.  with  abipa  statiourf 
or  sufficiently  near,  aa  evident  daofcr  ta  eatemi 
(ft.)  Whereas  differences  have  bereiofbrearisei 
concerning  the  trading  with  the  eolaoics  of  & 
Britannic  Majesty's  enemies^  and  the  iasUfKUOK 
given  by  His  Majesty  to  his  emiseri  is  regsit 
thereto,  it  is  agreed  that,  whenever  His  Briiaaik 
Majesty  shall  be  at  war,  aU  articles,  act  bei*; 
contraband  of  war,  may  be  freely  carried  fraa 
the  ports  of  the  United  oiates  to  the  ports  of  uf 
coloay  not  blockaded  belonging  to  His  Uj^ettfs 
enemies :  Provided^  Stioh  goods  aa  mre  nst  of  tbe 

g'owth,  prodace,  or  manufactore  of  the  Uslttd 
lates,  shall  previously  have  been  catered  tai 
leaded  in  the  United  States,  and  the  ordistn 
duties  on  such  articles,  so  imported  for  ksae 
eoosumption,  shall  have  been  paid,  or  seeBrc^s 
be  paid  \  and  the  said  goods,  on  re-exportana. 
shall,  after  the  drawback,  remain  sabjcct  a  i 
duty  equivalent  to  not  less  than  one  per  ceatil 
valorem;  and  that  the  said  goods,  and  the  void! 
conveying  the  same,  shall,  fiom  the  timeof  tkff 
clearance  from  the  port  of  the  United  StaiB^  be 
hofio  >Ede  the  sole  pronerty  of  citizena  of  tk  Cai- 
ted  States ;  and,  in  like  manner^  that  ail  siutks 
not  beiog  contraband  of  war,  and  beioff  tbcgnnnk 
or  produce  of  the  colonies  of  His  BntannM  Ib- 
jesty's  enemies,  ma|f  be  brought  to  the  Caiw 
States,  and,after  having  been  there  landed,  maj  K 
freely  carried  from  thence  to  any  foriega  portal 
blockaded:  Provided^  Snch  goods  shall  previea^ 
have  beea  eatored  and  landed  in  the  United  Saai^ 
and  the  ordinary  duties  on  colonial  articles,  se 
imported  for  home  coasumptioa,  shall  have  beei 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid ;  and  that  the  sk^ 
goods,  except  only  mahogany  and  fustic,  shali 
on  re-exporution,  after  the  dmwbaek,  reaail 
subject  to  a  doty  equivaleat  to  not  less  than  tin 
per  cent,  ad  valorem :  itnd  pranded.  Thai  t& 
said  goods,  and  the  vessels  conreying  the  sami 
be  binafide  the  sole  property  of  citizens  of  thi 
United  States:  Propided  ahia^,  That  thisani 
cle,  or  anything  contained  therein,  shall  not  affec 
any  qaeatioa  now  or  hereafter  |odiciaUy  peadini 
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toachiDg  the  legaiitr  or  illc^litj  of  a  direet  tnde 
from  Eorope,  or  ouier  foreign  coontriesj  by  eiti- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  with  the  colonies  or 

Kssessionaof  His  Britannic  Majesty's  enemies 
yond  the  C«pe  of  Qood  Hope,  nor  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  right  bMonging  to  either 
party ;  bat  tiiat,  aAer  the  expiration  of  the  time 
limited  for  this  treaty,  the  rights  on  both  sides 
shall  rerire  and  be  in  fall  force. 

(c)  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  futare  to 
be  esteemed  contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed  that 
nnder  the  said  denomination  shall  be  comprised 
all  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the  purposes 
of  war,  by  land  or  by  sea,  sach  as  cannon,  mor- 
tars, muskets,  pistols,  and  other  fire  arms,  petards 
bombs,  grenades,  carcasses,  saucisses,  rockets,  car- 
riages for  cannon,  firelocks,  musket  rests,  bandoli- 
ersj  gunpowder,  saltpetre,  sulphoT;  matches,  balls, 
and  ballets,  helmets  or  head-pieces,  cuirasses, 
swords,  pikes,  halberts,  lances,  larelins,  saddles, 
bridles,  and  otner  horse  fomiture,holster8,  poaches, 
belcs,  and  generally  all  other  implements  of  war, 
excepting,  however,  the  quantity  of  the  said  arti- 
cles which  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  ship,  and  of  those  who  compose  the  crew ;  hot 
all  such  articles  are  hereby  declared  ta  be  jast  ob- 
jects of  confiscation,  whenerer  they  are  attempted 
to  be  carried  to  an  enemy.  Bat  no  vessel  shall 
be  detained  on  pretence  of  carrying  contraband  of 
war,  unless  some  of  the  above-mentioned  articles 
are  foond  on  board  of  the  said  vessel  at  the  time 
it  is  searched. 

(d,)  In  all  cases  where  one  of  the  hiffh  contract- 
ing parties  shall  be  at  war,  the  armed  vessels  be- 
longing to  such  party  shall  not  station  themselves, 
Dor  rove  or  hover,  nor  stop,  search,  or  disturb  the 
vessels  of  the  other  party,  or  the  onarmed  vessels 
of  other  nations,  within  tne  chambers  formed  by 
head-lands,  or  within  five  marine  miles  from  the 
shore  belonging  to  the  other  party,  or  from  a  right 
line  from  one  head-land  to  another. 

(e.)  Whenerer  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  be  at  war,  and  where  ressels  of  the  other 
party  shall  be  captured  or  detained  by  the  ships 
of  war  or  privateers  of  the  bellifferent  for  any 
lawful  cause,  the  said  vessels  shall  be  brought  to 
the  nearest  or  most  coavenient  port,  and  such 
part  only  of  the  articles  on  board  as  are  subiect 
to  condemnation  by  the  law  of  nations  shall  be 
made  prize  *,  and  the  vessels,  unless  by  that  law 
also  subject  to  condemnation,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  Wtth- 
oat  any  impediment. 

In  ail  eases  of  unfounded  detention,  or  other 
eootraveniion  of  the  regulations  stipulated  by  the 
present  treaty,  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo 
so  detained  snail  be  allowed  damages  proportioned 
to  the  loss  occasioned  thereby,  together  with  the 
costs  and  charges  of  the  trial.  All  proper  mea- 
sores  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  delay  in  deciding 
the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes  so  brought  in  for 
adjudication,  and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  of 
any  indemnification  adjudged  or  agreed  to  be  paid 
to  iheo  wners  of  such  ships  or  cargoes.  And  wfaen- 
«rtT  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  against  any 
▼cssel  thus  captured  or  detained,  or  against  her 


cargo,  or  part  thereof,  the  sentence  or  decree  shall 
mention  the  reasons  or  motives  on  which  the 
same  shall  haye  been  founded ;  and  a  duly  authen- 
ticated copy  of  all  the  proeeedinffs  in  the  cause, 
and  of  the  said  sentence,  shall,  if  required,  be  de- 
livered, without  the  smallest  delay,  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  said  Tessel,  or  to  the  owner  thereof, 
or  to  the.agent  of  either,  on  the  payment  of  all 
lesal  fees  and  demands  for  the  same. 

The  commanders  of  ships  of  war  and  privateers 
of  the  belligerent  party,  shall,  in  searching  of 
merchant  ships  of  the  other  party,  conduct  them- 
selves according  to  the  acknowledged  principles 
and  rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  as  favorably, 
moreover,  as  towards  the  most  friendly  Power 
that  maj  remain  neuter.  The  said  commanders, 
their  oflscers  and  crews,  shall  forbear  doing  any 
damage  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other 
partj^.or  committing  any  outrage  affinst  them; 
and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shall  be  pun- 
ished, and  shall  also  be  bound,  in  their  persons 
and  estates,  to  make  satisfaction  and  reparation 
for  all  damages,  and  the  interest  thereof,  of  what- 
ever nature  the  said  damages  may  be. 

For  this  cause,  all  commanders  of  privateers, 
before  they  receive  their  commissions,  shall  be 
compelled  to  give,  before  a  competent  judge,  suf- 
ficient security,  by  at  least  two  responsible  sure- 
ties, who  haye  no  interest  in  the  said  prirateer, 
each  of  whom,  together  with  the  said  commanderi 
shall  be  jointly  and  sererally  bound  in  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
sterling,  or  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  or,  if  such 
ship  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  seamen  or  soldiers,  in  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  to  satisfy  all  damages  and  in- 
juries *which  the  said  privateers,  or  officers  or 
men,  or  any  of  them,  mav  do  or  commit  during 
their  cruise,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty, 
or  to  the  laws  and  instructions  for  regulating  their 
conduct;  and  further,  that,  in  all  cases  of  unlaw- 
ful aggressions,  the  said  commissions  shall  be  re- 
Toked  and  annulled. 

(/I)  The  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  the  two 
nations,  as  well  as  their  prizes,  shall  be  treated, 
in  their  respectiTe  ports,  as  those  of  the  most 
favored  nation. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  aay  foreign  privateers, 
who  have  commissions  from  anjr  Power  or  State 
at  war  with  either  of  the  two  nations,  to  arm  their 
ships  in  the  portsof  either  of  the  said  parties,  nor 
to  sell  what  they  haTC  taken,  nor  in  any  manner 
to  exchange  the  same ;  nor  shall  they  be  allowed 
to  purchase  more  provisions  than  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  their  going  to  the  nearest  port  of  that 
Powdr  or  State  from  whom  they  obtained  their 
commissions.     . 

(g.)  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  the  subjects  of 
the  two  nations  shall  not  do  any  acts  of  hostility 
or  violence  against  each  other,  nor  accept  com- 
missions so  to  act  from  any  foreign  Power  or 
State,  enemies  to  the  other  imrty  ;  nor  shall  the 
enemies  of  one  of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  in- 
vite, or  endearor  to  enlist  in  the  military  service, 
any  of  the  subjects  or  citisena  of  the  other  party. 


IMTT 
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ne  l«ws  aniiiti  «U  MMh  ofbaDM  mi  W**** 
siom  tb«ll  M  pvnetaaUf  es«eqttd ;  «id  ifiDf 
snlrieec  or  eiiimi  of  the  said  partiet,  mpeetivalf 9 
shall  accept  anf  fomgn  eommisston  or  leftcn 
of  marqve  for  anniog  mof  T«ssel  to  ael  as  a  prtva* 
tecr  affaiatt  the  other  i^tf,  it  it  bcreli7  declared 
to  be  lawfol  for  the  said  partf  to  treat  aad  poo* 
ish  the  said  sabjeec  or  cltraeB  havlof  socb  cam* 
missioD  or  letter  of  narque  as  a  pirate 

H. 

(A.)  In  the  exeat  of  a  shipwreck  happening  in 
a  place  beloagiag  to  either  of  the  high  contract* 
log  parties,  not  only  every  assistance  shall  be 

Siven  to  the  onfortanate  persons,  and  no  Tioleoce 
one  to  them,  bat  also  the  effecu  belonging  to 
them,  and  which  may  be  saved  either  from  on 
hoard  the  ship,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatever, 
shall  not  be  concealed,  nor  detained,  under  any 
pretext  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  the  above- 
mentioned  effects  and  merchandise  shall  be  pre- 
served and  restored  to  them,  upon  a  suitable  re- 
compense being  given  to  those  who  shall  have 
assisted  in  saving  their  persons,  vessels,  or  ejects, 
(i)  It  is  expressly  stipulated  that  neither  of 
the  said  contracting  parties  will  order  or  autborixe 
anjr  acts  of  reprisal  against  the  other,  00  com- 
plaints of  injuries  and  damages,  until  the  said 
party  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  ocher  a 
statement  thereof,  verified  by  competent  proof  and 
evidence,  and  demanded  justice  and  saus(action, 
the  same  shall  have  been  either  refused  or  un* 
reasonably  delayed. 

{k.)  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  shouU  take  place 
(which  Ood  forbid)  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  neither  the  vessels 
and  cargoes,  nor  other  property  of  any  kind,  be* 
longing  to  toe  individuals  of  each  of  the  two  an* 
tions,  which  may  at  the  time  be  in  the  harbors,  or 
ports,  or  dominions  of  the  other  party,  nor  the 
debts  due  from  individuals  of  one  of  the  two  na- 
tions to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares  or 
moneys  which  theymay  have  in  the  public  funds. 


or  in  the  pMie  or  primie  baok^sball  be  m^ 
tervd  or  oonfistatcd.  Aad  the  wrebssuiii 
others  of  each  of  the  two  vacioas,  leMditg  n  ihr 
domiofOBs  of  the  other,  simil  ia  ao  csw  be^ 
tajned  as  pristmeft  of  war,  but  they  iktil  be  pep> 
mitted  to  remove,  with  their  families,  eflicit,tii 
property ;  etch  GovemoBevt  having,  nevcrtbek 
the  rtffht,  during  their  reoMUoing  in  iudoniiiott 
to  make  such  regulatioo  and  to  take  raeb  pRc» 
tions  aa  it  may  deeiB  noeeasary  with  rapett  to 
such 


Frottoeoi  €f  the  Jbmih  catdfttnet  heem  th 
Amgriean  and  BrUuh  PUniptftentiamM 
at  l¥Miekaa,on  Fyiday,the2M€f&jtakir 

1818. 

Present :  Mr.  Oallntin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Emt 
son,  Mr.  Goulburn. 

Sxpianatlons  were  asked,  and  givca  ivpeeiiBt 
some  of  the  articles  presented  w  the  America 
Plenipotentiaries  at  the  last  confmace. 

The  American  Plenipotentiariei,  •fter  obri^' 
ing  that  the  measures  alreadv  edopiedtandtki 
proposals  formerlv  made,  by  tne  United  Stiie^ 
could  leave  no  dou bt  of  their  coastaat  isd  aixioa 
desire  to  arrange,  by  amicable  regthtioM,  iite 
subject  of  impressmoot,  declared  their  leid^QeB 
to  agree,  with  some  amendments,  wbicb  liKf 
submitted,  (A,)  to  the  projet  proposed  by  lu 
British  PlenipotenUaries,  under  a  full  expecui^ 
that  an  arrangement,  thus  founded  oa  aB» 
confidence^  could  not  fail  to  haveabsppr<^ 
both  as  regarding  ita  immediate  object,  ui^ 
confirming  the  amicable  relations  to  btppii!^ 
sisting  between  the  two  countries*  . 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  again  on  Tuesday,  u( 
6th  of  October. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  KVaB. 
FRED.  JOHN  ROBlNp 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 


A. 


between  cratdMls  to  be  stiQck  Sit 


His  Msissty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of       All 
Cheat  Brttsin  and  Ireland,  dtc,  dec,  dbc,  uid  [the 
FMaUsal  on>  the  Uniled  Slatte  of  America,  bebg        ^ 
animalsd  with  an  ef  nal  dssite  to  rremovs,f  I7  ami-       ^ 

edde  legulatioiiB,  *[uieonvenieneesJ  whidi  have  aiisen       *  iliBlirsf  ss  ^  1^ 

fiem  the  ^diflicul^  of  discriminating  between  the       *  emplejaMnt  by  either  of  the  t^P^"« 
sid^ects  of  the  two  Powers,  le^ieclifely,]  have  deter-    suliiecU  or  dtiaens  of  the  other,  ia  their  pew*^^,' 
arined  to  preesed,  without  pr^ndics  to  the  righto  of   vale  auriae,  and  ftom  the  pm^ke  of  impiW^ 
either  Power,  to  frame  such  conTsntional  arrange- 
meato  ss  may  obviate  the  evils  which  might  hereafter 
again  rtsnlt  fiom  the  [drcnmsfsnces]*  above  stated,       ' 
[to  the  public  service,  toe  commerce,  or  the  subjecto  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties.]*    In  pursuance  of       * 
ao  desiraUe  an  object,  his  said  Majesty  and  the  Preri- 
deat  of  the  United  hsve  nominated  Plenipotentisriea 
to  discuss  and  rign  a  treaty  to  this  efihct 

His  Msjesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Oieat  Britain  and  Inland  has  nominaled  the  Right 
Honorable  Frederick  John  Robinson,  dte.,  dgc,  dbc, 
and  HeniT  Goolhoni,  Bsqoire,  d^,  dec,  dte.;  aad 
the  PieriMit  of  the  Unitad  8latoa  hm  nsariaated 
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NeUMfM  wOA  Ortat  BrUain. 


tbe  kigli  eontrftctia^  parties  do  herelry  a^ee  to 
refer  the  said  dtfferenee  to  some  friendly  8ov* 
eretfii  or  State,  to  be  aamed  for  that  purpose; 
and  the  hi|rl>  eontraetio^  parties  ftKtiie  r  engage 
to  consider  the  decision  of  saeh  friendly  Sorereirn 
or  State  to  be  final  and  coneldsive  on  all  the 
matters  referred. 

No.  10. 

i4fli«ndflWfU  tobmmdary  line^pnpoted  by  Amer- 
ican PlmipaientiarieBattkaeigalhamfirenee, 

lo  h€Q  of  the  latter  part  of  the  article  Insert : 
"And  it  is  a^eed  that  any  such  country  as  may 
be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the  Northwest 
ooaat  of  AnMrMa,  or  on  the  continent  of  America 
westward  of  Ike  BtQ»y  noontaiiis,  sbs^l,  togeoher 
with  its  harbors,  hays*  and  cMeksy  and  Uw  aavi- 
gaiioD  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free  and 
opeuj  for  the  term  of  ten  years  froea  the  date  of 
the  Hgnature  of  this  treaiy,  to  the  ireisels,  cUiaens, 
and  sabgeeu  of  ik»  two  Powers^  it  beiog  arcU 
understood  thai  this  agreenMnt  is  not  to  be.  coa- 
stnied  to  the  ptejatKaa  of  miQr  iOkiiA  which  either 
of  tbe  two  high  ceometiilg  parties  may  hare  to 
any  paK^oC  thekst-dneaiif  aad  jdoaaitry ;  nor  shall 
it  be  uken  jb>  affeet  theebima  of  aair  other  Power 
or  State  to  any  part  of  ibe^id  country — the  only 
object  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties,  in  that 
respect,  being  to  prerent  disputes  and  differences 
among  ihemaelres."    , 

No.  11. 

icon  akd  Brilkh  JrlenipoterUiarief,  held  at 
WhUehaU,  oatkelWiof  OOober,  18X8. 

Present :  BAr.  Gallattn,  Mr.  Rash,  Mr.  Robin- 
soa,  Mr.  Goolbarn. 

The  pretoeols  of  the  two  preeediog  confer- 
eaoea  were  agreed  to  and  signed. 

The  sereral  articles  upon  iJm  fisheries;  the 
banadary }  the  territory  westward  of  the  Stony 
aioantains ;  tlie  eaptored  slaves ;  and  the  renewal 
of  the  existing  commercial  convention,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  American  Ptenipoteotiariesexpressed  iheir 
regret  that  the  rejection  of  seveml  or  the  amend* 
meats  which  they  had  offered  to  the  projet  on 
impreisaieat,  and  whicli  they  deemed  essential, 
compelled  tbem  to  deeliDe  acceding  to  that 
prowt. 

Tk9  gnat  aherations  naade  by  the  British 
Pfeaipotentiariea  to  the  anioles  proposed  by  the 
AaMTteaB  Pleaipeteotiarias  on  eMrttime  rights, 
also  lodaMd  the  latter  te  thtok  that,  althongph  a 
isasoB  of  peace  appeaaed  the  mast  farorable  time 
for  acvaoging  soeh  subjects,  it  woatd  be  ioexpe- 
4ieot  to  disoBsa  them  any  farther,  more  especially 
•■  it  had  never  beeo  the  intention  of  tlie  Amer- 
ican FicBipofentiaries  to  adopt  or  propose  any 
anielea  npon  mertdme  sabjlecis,  wivboac  bb  ad- 
iostmcBt  ef  that  oa  kaprcssment. 

The  British  PleBtpoteatiariea4iroBght  forward 
sft  article,  as  annexed,  f  F,)  apoa  the  sabjeec  of 
the  direet  intercoatae  between  tbe  West  ladles 
aa4  the  VBited  Staaes  of  Aaerieaf  hoc  they 
Hated  that  they  coold  not  conseBt  tp  sign  Biiy< 
15th  Com.  »d  Ssaa.— 50 


article  upon  that  subject,  unless  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  were  prepared  at  the  same  time 
to  accede  to  articles  which  should  put  the  inter- 
course between  Bermuda  and  the  IFofted  States, 
as  well  as  between  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brans- 
wick  and  the  United  States,  upon  the  footing 
eontein|)lated  in  the  article  originally  offered  by 
the  British  Government  with  respect  to  Bermuda, 
and  in  that  respecting  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  brought  forward  at  a  former  confer- 
ence by  tbe  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  American  Plenipotentiariea  declared  that 
their  instructions  did  not  authorize  them  to  sign 
the  West  India  article  as  proposed  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  but  agreed  to  take  the  whole 
question  ad  referendum  to  their  Governments. 

It  was  agreed  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  80th 
instant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  OOULfiURN. 

F. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  import  from*  [any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which  any  for- 
eign vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  toj  any  of  tha 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  shall  be  open  to  the  vessels 
of  any  other  foreign  Power  or  State,  tobacco, 
pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  staves,  headings,  shingles, 
norses,  mules,  poultry,  live  stocky  and  provisions 
of  all  sorts,  except  salted  provisions  of  any  d&> 
scription,  whether  meat,  fish,  or  butter,  such  ar- 
ticles being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mannfae- 
tore  of  the  United  States;  and  the  said  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  in  the  same 
manner,  any  other  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  into  the  above-mentioned  ports 
shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from  every  other 
foreign  country  or  place. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  likewise 
have  liberty  to  export  £rom  any  of  the  aforesaid 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
the  West  Indies,  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of 
the  United  States,  rum,  molasses  and  ^U,  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  n^nutactnre  of  any  of 
His  Britannfe  Majesty's  above-mentioned  do- 
minions in  the  West  Indies ;  and  the  said  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  export,  in  the  same 
manner,  any  other  articles  of  the  said  growth, 
produce,  or  maoufkcture,  the  exportation  of  which 
in  foreign  vessels  from  the  said  ports  to  any  other 
foreign  country  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely 
prohibited. 

British  vessels  shall,  in  the  same  manner,  have 
liberty  to  import  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  to  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  rum,  molasses,  and 
salt,  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 

*  llie  words  within  the  brackets  were  not  inserted, 
as  ia  avppOBsd  by  an  accidental  omiBnon  in  the  copy 
baalad  In  by  the  BiMsh  PtoBipoteBtftitlss. 
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of  the  two  Poimia,  m 


tijtiMtar 

*  impiir  or  ofibct  the  rq^  of  cither  Power  to  «ii^ 
draw  Ua  oataiml  bora  nibjeeti  or  citiaeiM,  not  fribif 


within  the  exception  mentioned  in  the  preeedinf  116-  | 
des,  from  any  TOMei  lying  wifliin  ite  porta  or  withi&a 
ordinaiy  muritime  jorodiction,  u  adunowledged  bf  i^  , 
law  of  natioM. 

(a.)  See  6th  article, '. 


or 


plea  or  pretext  whateoerer :  Fromded,  aiwayt  Thet 
nothing  contained  in  this  article  ehall  be  oenetrned  to 
'[apply  to  the  veflieLi  of  either  Power  which  may  be 
witntn  the  ports  or  within  the  maritime  jnriadiction  of 
the  other;]  ^And^aUot  provided.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  or  afBict  the  es- 
taUiahed  right  of  search,  as  authonzed  in  time  of  war 
by  the  taw  of  nations.] 

Aeticlx  5. 

The  high  contracting  parties  have  agreed  to  extend 
the  duration  of  the  present  treaty  to  ten  years;  and 
they  reserve  to  themselves  to  concert  ss  to  its  renewal, 
at  such  convenient  period,  previous  to  its  expira- 
tion, as  may  insure  to  their  respective  subjecta*  the 
uninterrupted  benefit  which  they  expect  from  its  pro* 
visions ;  Provided,  ahoaye.  That  either  Power  may,  if 
it  deem  it  expedient,  upon  giving  six  months' previous 
notice  to  the  other,  wholly  abrogate  and  annul  the 
present  treaty. 

AmTiCLi  6. 

It  is  agreed  that  nothing  contained  in  the  preceding 
articles  shaU  be  understood  to  'affect  the  righu  and        ^  impair  or 
principles  on  which  the  high  contracting  parties  have 
neretofore  acted  in  respect  to  any  of  the  matters  to 

wiiidi  these  stipulations  refer,*  except  so  lar  as  the  '  nor  any  of  the  beUigevMt  or 
same  shall  have  been  modified,  restraineid,  or  suspended,  either  party,  as  acknowledged  by  the 
Inr  the  said  articles.  And  whenever  the  present  treaty 
aball  osaae  to  be  in  operation,  either  by  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  it  is  enacted,  without  any  re- 
newal of  the  same,  or  1^  the  abrogation  thereoi^  bj 
either  of  the  contracting  parties,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, or  (which  God  Ibrbid)  by  any  war  between  Um 
high  contracting  parties,  each  of  the  said  high  con- 
tracting parties  shdl  stand,  with  respect  to  the  oUier, 
as  to  its  said  rights  and  principles,  as  if  no  such  treaty 
had  ever  been  made. 

No.  5. 


neiftml  righte  • 
kweC 


Protocol  of  iJu  JUih  conference  held  bett^een  the 
American  and  British  Plenipotentiariee,  at 
WhiUhaUj  on  the  6th  of  October,  1818. 

Present :  Mr.  Gallatin,  Mr.  Rush,  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Qoulbarn. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  coofereDce  was 
agreed  upon  add  signed. 

The  British  Plenipoteniiaries  gave  in  the  fire 
anneied  articles  on  the  fi^theries,  the  boundary, 
the  Mississippi,  the  intercourse  between  Nova 
Beotia  and  the  United  States,  and  the  captured 
slaves.    (A,  B,  C,  D,  E.) 

It  uras  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the  9th  instant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FREDERICK  J.  ROBINSON, 
HENRY  GOULBURN. 

Article  A, 

It  is  agreed  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Sutes  shall  have  liberty  to  take  fish,  of  every 
kind,  on  that  part  of  the  western  coast  of  New- 
foundland which  extends  from  Cape  Ray  to  the 
duirpon  islands,  and  on  that  part  or  the  southern 
and  eastern  coasts  of  Labrador  which  tztends 


from  Mount  Jolt  to  Huntingdon  Island ;  wiinn 
further  agreed  that  the  fishermen  of  the  Uftite^ 
States  shall  hare  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  6^  c 
any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeb  0: 
the  said  south  and  east  coasts  of  Lahtwif^'^ 
long  as  the  same  shall  remain  unsettled ;  k^,  *^ 
soon  as  the  same,  or  any  part  of  them,  s^^ 
settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  y^- 
men  to  dry  or  cure  fish  without  a  preTioas  sgne- 
ment  for  that  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  p 
prietors,  or  possessors  of  the  ground. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  nothingf  eoniaii«i 
in  this  article  shall  be  construed,  to  gire  to  ^ 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  any  libertiid 
take  fish  within  the  rivers  of  His  Britannic  % 
jesty's  territories,  as  above  described  ;  and  it  is 
agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  oe 
fishermen  of  the  United  States  resorting  to  (^ 
mouth  of  such  rivers  shall  not  obauact  the  diti- 
gation  thereof,  nor  wilfully  injure  nor  deitror 
the  fish  within  the  same,  either  by  setting  oe^ 
across  the  mouths  of  such  rirers,  or  by  any  otfi€C 
means  whatever. 


nie  Majesty  further  agrees  tint  thi 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  bona  fide  engtg«^ 
in  aueh  fishery,  shall  have  liberty  to  enter  tk< 
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ReUUuniM  w«fA  Qreat  Britain, 


After  what  is  said  in  your  despatch  of  the  28ih 
of  Jalf,  to  the  joint  mission,  respecting  Judge 
Wallace's  decree,  on  the  29lh  of  Angast,  1817,  at 
Halifax,  in  the  cases  of  the  captured  fishing  ires- 
sels,  it  is  proper  I  should  state  that  I  have  been 
ioformed  by  Mr.  Slade,  in  a  note  of  the  14th  of 
this  month,  that  no  appeal  has  been  entered  by 
the  captors  from  the  sentences  of  restitution ;  and 
that,  the  time  having  now  gone  by  allowed  by 
the  practice  of  the  admiralty  for  entering  appeals, 
none  can  be  entered.  He  adds,  that  as  the  own- 
ers of  the  vessels  Were  obliged  to  give  bail  at 
Haiifax  to  anstwer  the  appeals,  it  is  possible  that 
thay  may  also  have  been  made  to  place  counter- 
security  in  the  hands  of  the  bail;  in  which  case, 
the  bail  may  refuse  to  part  with  such  security, 
without  a  <ieier<tbfi  from  the  appellate  court  here — 
that  is,  a  decree  that  the  appeals  had  not  been 
prosecuted,  and  that  the  original  sentence  should 
be  carried  into  effect.  But  as  such  a  decree 
would  be  attended  with  expense,  he  does  not  ad- 
vise it  for  the  present*  In  the  event  of  its  becom- 
ing necessary  to  the  owners,  they  should  be  in- 
formed that  they  cannot  have  the  benefit  of  it 
until  office  copies  of  the  decrees  of  restitution  at 
Halifax  are  nrst  forwarded*  Mr.  Slade  is  the 
proctor  whom  I  employed  contingently  to  give 
atteniion  to  these  cases,  as  mentioned  in  my  de- 
spatch of  the  2l8t  of  March. 

Prom  the  instrueiions  of  the  28th  of  July,  I 
infer  that  Government  contemplated  becoming 
instrumental  to  the  solemn  argument  of  the  great 
question  of  right  under  the  treaty  of  1783,  only  in 
the  event  of  no  article,  respecting  the  nsheries 
being  agreed  upon.  As  one  has  oeen  signed,  1 
design  to  take  no  further  steps  on  this  head,  should 
the  convention  be  ratified,  without  further  in- 
structions from  the  Department.  I  mention  this, 
perceiving  from  the  newspapers  that  there  have 
been  fresh  captures  of  our  nshiog  vessels  during 
the  last  season,  followed  by  sentences  of  condem- 
nation, from  which  appeals  on  the  part  of  the 
claimants  may,  I  take  it  for  granted,  be  antici- 
pated.   With  very  great  respect,  dtc. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


Mr.  Adamg  to  Metnt.  Oaiiaiin  and  Ru^ 

Dkpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

WaMngton,  November  2, 1818. 

Oemtlbiibii:  From  the  despatches  which,  since 
I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  hare  been 
received  at  this  Department,  from  Mr.  Rush,  dated 
the  24th  and  26th  of  June  and  the  15th  of  Au- 
gust, it  appears  that  there  are  two  subjects  likely 
to  be  brouf^ht  under  consideration  in  your  con* 
Terences  with  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  which 
were  not  contemplated  by  the  President  at  the 
time  when  yoar  former  instructions  were  pre- 
pared— impressment  and  the  slave  trade. 

Impreesment, 

In  the  notes,  Nos.  1  and  2,  delivered  hy  Mr. 
Rush  to  Lord  Oastlereagh,  the  first  on  the  18th 
of  April,  and  the  second  on  the  20th  of  June, 
both  the  offers  bad  been  made  to  the  British  Qov<- 


ernment,  warranted  by  his  former  instructions  of 
legislative  meashres  for  excluding  British  seamen 
from  the  naval  and  merchant  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  condition  of  a  formal  stipulation 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  the  impressment 
of  men  from  the  vessels  of  the  United  Suites  shall 
henceforth  cease.    - 

Both  these  proposals,  at  the  time  when  they 
were  offered,  or  snortly  afterwards,  had  been  re- 
jected, with  an  intimation  from  Lord  Castlereagb 
to  Mr.  Rush,  in  the  latter  instance,  that  the  on- 
jections  of  the  British  Cabinet  against  them  woald 
be  presented  in  writing. 

Afterwards,  however^  on  the  14th  of  August, 
he  expressed  his  willingness  that  the  subject 
should  be  taken  up  in  the  proposed  negotiation  of 
a  commercial  treaty,  and  avowed,  as  an  opinion 
of  his  own,  upon  which  he  had,  indeed,  not  con- 
sulted with  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet,  that 
these  proposals  might,  with  certain  modifications, 
which  he  thought  very  important  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  of  little  moment  to  the  essential  objeet 
of  the  United  States,  be  rendered  acceptable. 
These  were :  1.  That  the  treaty  containing  the 
stipulation  should  be  limited  to  a  duration  ot  ten 
or  twelve  years,  with  liberty  to  each  party  to  b^ 
absolved  from  its  stipulations  on  a  notice  of  three 
or  six  months.  2.  That  the  British  boarding 
officer^  entering  American  ships  at  sea  for  a  pur- 
pose justified  under  the  laws  of  nations,  should 
have  the  liberty  of  calling  for  a  list  of  the  crew, 
and.  if  he  saw  a  man  whom  he  knew  or  suspectea 
of  being  an  Englishnaan,  he  should,  without 
takins  the  man,  have  the  privilege  of  making  a 
record  or  proces  verbal  of  the  fact,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment. 

These  8Uff|;estions  have  received  the  fullest 
and  most  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  earnest  disposition  on  his  part  to 
view  them  in  the  most  favorable  lighu  He  wel- 
comes them,  especially,  as  the  first  indications  of 
a  consciousness  in  the  British  Cabinet  that  the 
permanency  of  peace  between  the  two  countries 
IS  utterly  incompatible  with  the  resumption  of 
the  practice  of  impressing  men  fVom  our  vessels 
on  the  high  seas — a  conviction  so  profoundly  im- 
pressed upon  his  own  mind,  that  he  scarcely 
thinks  any  discouragement  could  Justify  a  remis- 
sion of  our  efforts  to  remove  this  inevitable  cause 
of  future  collisions,  so  long  as  the  practice  hith- 
erto persevered  in  shall  continue  to  exist. 

It  IS  readily  agreed  that  the  treaty  to  contain 
the  stipulation  shall  be  limited  in  duration  to 
eight,  ten,  or  twelve  years;  but  that  either  party 
should  have  the  liberty  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
whole  treaty  by  a  notice  of  three  or  six  months, 
would  seem  to  place  the  whole  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  upon  too  preca- 
rious a  foundation.  Some  of  the  stipulations  pro- 
posed in  your  negotiation  are,  in  their  nature, 
intended  to  be  permanent,  even  in  the  event  of  a 
war;  others  would  require  legislative  regulations 
to  protect  interests  which  would  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  the  sudden  termination  of  the  treaty. 
The  President,  nevertheless}  authorizes  you  to 
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admitted  in  tbe  porta  of  tho  oUun  |Mirty,  •»  above 
ifteiuloBed.  without  paying  any  other  or  higher 
datiea  or  chares  than  thoie  payable  io  the  same 
porta  by  the  veaaela  of  aueh  other  parly.  The 
aame  dutiea  ahali  alao  be  paid,  recpeciivcJy,  in 
the  dominions  of  both  parties,  on  the  importation 
and  on  the  exportation  of  the  articles  which  may 
be  imported  or  exported,  by  virtue  of  this  article ; 
and  the  same  bouotiea  aball  alao  be  allowed  on 
the  exportation  thereof,  whether  anob  imports* 
tion  or  exportation  ebali  be  in  veaaela  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  or  in  Britiah  veaaela. 

AaTiCLB  B« 

Wbereaa  it  waa  agreed  by  the  firat  artiele  of 
the  Treaty  of  Qhent,  that  ^all  territorv,  plaeea, 
and  poaaeaaiona  whataoever,  taken  by  either  party 
from  the  other  during  the  war,  or  which  may  be 
taken  after  the  signing  of  thia  treaty,  excepiting 
only  the  iklanda  £ereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be 
reatored  without  delay,  and  without  causing  any 
deatruetion,  or  carrying  away  any  of  the  artulery? 
or  other  jiublte  property,  originally  captured  in 
the  aatd  forta  or  places,  and  wbich  shall  renMin 
therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
thia  treaty,  or  any  alavea  or  other  private  pro* 
periy  i*'  and  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
oeruin  slaves,  originally  captured  in  certain  forta 
and  plaeea  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
removed  therefrom,  but  remaining  within  the 
territoriea  of  the  United  States,  or  on  board  the 
ahipa  of  Hia  Britannic  Majesty,  lying  within  the 
harbora  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said  treaty, 
are  to  extend  under  the  aboveorecited  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty,  the  high  contracting  parties  do 
hereby  agree  to  refer  the  said  doubte  to  some 
friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpose ;  and  the  high  eontracttng  parties  engage 
to  consider  the  decision  of  such  friendly  Sover- 
eign or  State  to  be  final  aod  conclusive  on  all 
the  mat  tera  sa  referred. 

No.  6. 

Loif  ooR,  Odcber  7, 18ia 

Mr.Ghillatin  and  Mr.  Rush  present  their  com- 

Cinwuts  to  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Gk)ulburn,  and 
f  leave  to  send  them  the  enclosed  paper,  con- 
taining some  remarks  on  the  artiolea  handed  to 
them  at  the  conference  yesterday.  They  are  to 
be  considered  as  unofficial,  according  to  the  Inti- 
mation given  yeaterday,  when  they  were  pro- 
mised, and  have  been  drawn  up  merely  under 
the  hope  that,  by  poasessing  the  British  Pleoipo- 
tentiariea  of  some  of  the  viewa  of  the  American 
Plenipotentiariea  before  the  next  meeting  on  the 
9th,  the  progreaa  of  the  negotiation  may  be  ac- 
celerated. 

jF¥aAertei. 
The  American  Plenipotentiariea  are  not  au- 
thorixed  by  their  inatructions  to  aaaeat  to  any 
article  on  that  subject  which  shall  not  aecnre  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Statea  the  liberty 
of  takiBg  fiah  of  every  kind  on  the  aouthern  coast 
^Nawfoondlaod,  from  Cape  Ray  to  the  Ramea 


ialandk^  and  €•  the  eaaaie^  haf%  kftiten,  mi 
creekai  from  Blount  Jolt,  on  the  aooiJimi  coast  4 
Labrador,  to  and  thnNM^  the  Straiuol  Bellcii^ 
and  thenee  northwardly,  iadciiniiely,  along  ik 
eoaal:  aad,  alao,  the  liberty  of  drying  and  caiiw 
fiah  in  an  no  v  of  the  nnaettJed  baya,  hnrhoffa^  ais 
creeka  of  Labrador  and  of  the  aottthcra  coast  rf 
Newfoundland,  aa  above  deaertbed ;  with  the  p»> 
viso  reapeeting  aueh  of  the  aaid  baya,  bnrhoe%  ad 
creeka  aa  may  be  aettied. 

The  liberty  of  taking  fiah  mthia  rivers  ia  not 
naked.  A  pooitive  clanao  to  except  liiem  k  naae* 
ceasary,  unleaa  it  be  intended  to  oompicbead  un- 
der that  name  watera  which  might  othanrise  be 
considered  aa  baya  or  creeka.  Whatevor  aim 
of  fishiog-ground  ma^  be  aeented  to  Amcmaa 
fiahermen,  the  American  Plenipolcatiaries  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  it  on  a  tennre  or  oacoa* 
ditions  diflerent  from  those  on  whiek  the  vMe 
baa  heretofore  been  held.  Their  inscraciioas  tt 
not  anticipate  that  any  new  tema  of  rcstrktiaas 
would  be  annexed,  aa  none  were  auageaccd  ia  tha 
propoaab  made  by  Mr.  Bagoc  to  the  Ajnenctft 
Qovemment.  The  clauaea  forbidding  the  aprea^ 
ing  of  neta,and  making  veaaeb  liable  to  confisca- 
tion in  caae  any  articlea  not  wanted  for  earrjriat 
on  the  fiabery  ahould  be  found  on  board,  are  m 
that  deacription,  and  would  expoae  tha  fiahenaea 
to  endleaa  vexationa. 

ilncnM^ppt. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  are  not  to- 
tborized  to  agree  to  any  condition  that  wiudi 
bring  the  British  in  coatact  with  the  Misaisippi. 
The  right  to  the  navigation  of  that  river  tim 
only  be  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783;  aad,^ 
viewed  as  a  matter  of  compromise,  that  right  is 
much  less  valuable  aod  important  than  the  por* 
tioo  of  the  fisheries  which  the  United  Siatei 
would  lose  by  the  agreement,  even  un  the  teras 
proposed  by  them. 

Bflirtiffflnt 

That  portion  of  the  article  wbich  relates  to  ike 
country  west  of  the  Stony  mountains  cannot  le 
amed  to  in  its  present  shape.    The  Amenrae 
Pleoipotenttariea  cannot  oonaent  to  throw  »  a 
common  stock  that  part  only  of  the  coQutr^  ta 
which  the  United  Statea  deny  the  claim  of  Qkeai 
Britain,  and  which  liea  within  the  same  latitudes 
aa  their  own  territoriea  eaat  of  the  Stonjr  moo» 
taina;  thua,  alao,  implying  the  exclusion  of  their 
citizena  from  the  trade  on  the  north weat  coast  ef 
America,  (north  of  4tP,)  which  they  have  es- 
joyed  without  interruption  for  a  number  of  years. 
and  as  early  aa  the  Britiah. 

Nor  are  they  authorixed  to  agree  to  expreasrooa 
implying  a  renunciation  of  territorial  aovereignry, 
althon^  perfeotly  disposed  not  to  inaist  on  aa 
extension  of  the  line  of  demarcation  to  that  eooa- 
try.  They  will  propose  either  that  the  whole  of 
the  article  relating  to  that  subject,  and  imme- 
dintely  following  the  words  ^  to  the  stony  mona- 
tains/'  shonld  be  omitted,  ineertiog,in  lieu  thensf, 
a  proviso  aimilar  to  what  had  on  former  oeen- 
aiona  been  amed  to^  via :  ^  But  nothing  in  the 
praaeat  artido  ahall  be  eonatmed  to  extend  to 


X§77 


AKPiBfiE^i 


Ififft 


JMatwna  with  Great  Britainf 


the  coaise  of  their  policy  in  relatioa  to  it.  Au 
an  eridenee  of  thU  earQestuess,  he  requests  yon 
to  commuoicate  to  thom  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Cfoor 
gress  of  the  last  session,  in  addition  to  the  act  of 
1807.  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  IJnited  States,  (acts  of  the  last  session,  chap*- 
tex  86,  page  81,)  and  to  declare  the  readiness  of 
this  Goveroment,  within  their  Constitutional 
powers,  to  adopt  any  further  meii^uras  which  ei- 
perience  nuy  prove  to  be  necessary  for  the  pur-^ 
pose  of  obtauing  so  desirable  an  end. 

Bat  you  will  observe  that,  in  examining  the 
prorisioos  of  the  treaties  communicated  by Xord 
Castlereagh,  all  their  essential  articles  appear 
to  be  of  a  character  not  adaptable  to  the  lusti- 
tuiions  or  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

The  power  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given  tp 
officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  to  eu'* 
ter,  search,  capture,  and  carry  into  port  for  adju* 
dicaiion,  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  other,  how- 
ever  qualified  and  restricted,  is  moat  essentially 
connected  with  the  institution,  by  each  treaty,  of 
two  mixed  Courtay  one  of  which  to  reside  in  the 
external  or  colonial  possessions  of  each  of  the 
two  parties,  respectively.  This  part  of  the  sys« 
tern  IS  indispensable  to  give  it  that  character  of 
reciprocity,  without  which  the  right  granted  to 
the  armed  ships  of  one  nation  to  search  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  another,  would  he  rather  a  mark 
of  vassalage  than  of  iDaependeuca.  But  to  this 
part  of  the  system  the  United  States,  having  no 
coJooies  either  on  the  cdast  of  Africa  or  in  tha 
We»t  Indies^  cannot  ffive  effect* 

You  will  add  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Scatev it  is  provided  that  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  states  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  and  ia  sucK  inferior  courts  as  the 
Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  ea- 
tablish.  It  provides  that  the  judges  of  these 
courts  skalk  bold  their  offices  during  eood  behU" 
Tior,  and  that  they  shaJU  be  removaole  by  im-* 
peaehmant  aod  coniviation  of  crimes  or  pisde* 
aieaoors.  There  may  be  some  doubt  whether 
the  power  of  the  G(overnment  of  the  United 
States  is  eooapeteiit  to  iastitute  a  court  for  carry* 
ing  into  execution  their  penal  statutes  beyond  the 
Territories  of  the  United  Statea-^  eoi|rt  oopaist- 
ing  partly  of  foreign  judges,  not  amaaaUe  to  im- 
peachnpent  for  cormptioo,  a^d  deciding  upon  the 
statutes  of  the  United  States  witboqi  ^pipeal. 

That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  fouod  on 
board  the  siare*tndiQg  vessels  which  might  be 
coudemned  by  the  sentence  of  these  mixed  eeurt^ 
csanot  be  cariied  into  effect  by  the  United  Btatesj 
fw^  if  the  alavea  of  a  vessel  condemned  by  the 
mixed  eourt  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  Qov- 
ernmenl  of  the  United  States  as  free  men,  they 
could  not,  but  hj  their  own  consent,  b^  employed 
asserraota  or  free  laborers.  The  condition  of 
the  Uaeka  beiag,  in  this  Union,  regelated  by  the 
maatcipal  laws  of  the  separate  States,  the  Gov* 
erament  of  the  United  Stales  can  aeithei  guar- 
aaiy  their  liberty  ia  the  States  where  they  could 
ealy  be  revived  as  slaves,  eor  coatrol  them  in  the 
Sutes  where  tbey  would  bereeiynised  m  free. 


That  the  adipission  of  a  right  in  the  officers  of 
foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  and  search  the  vea- 
sels  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  peace,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,  would  meet  wi^ 
universal  repugnance  in  the  public  opinion  of 
this  country.  That  there  would  be  no  prospect 
of  a  ratification,  by  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  any  stipulation  of  that  nature.  That 
the  search  by  foreign  officers^  even  in  time  of 
war,  is  so  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  and  recoUec- 
tions  of  this  country,  that  nothiqg  could  reooneile 
them  to  the  exteasion  of  it,  however  qualified  of 
restricted  to  a  time  of  peace.  Aod  that  it  would 
be  viewed  in  a  still  niore  aggravated  lights  if,  aa 
in  the  treaty  with  the  Netherlands,  connected 
with  a  formal  admission  that  even  vessels  und^r 
convoy  of  ships  of  war  of  their  owa  nation 
should  be  liable  to  search  by  the  ships  of  war  of 
another. 

You  willt  therefore,  exems  the  regret  of  the 
Pr&ident  that  the  stipulations  in  the  treaties  com* 
municated  by  Lord  Castlereagh  are  of  a  charac- 
ter to  which  the  peculiar  situation  and  iastito- 
tions  of  the  United  Stales  do  not  permit  them  to 
accede.  TheCottstitutioual  objeotio^n  mar  be  the 
more  readily  understood  by  the  British  Uabinel^ 
if  they  are  reminded  that  it  was  an  obstacle  pro^ 
ceeding  from  the  same  principle  which  preveatsd 
Great  Britain  from  becpming,  formally,  a  party 
to  the  Holy  Alliance ;  oeither  can  they  he  M  a 
loas  to  perceive  the  embarrassment  under  which 
we  should  be  placed,  by  receiving  cargoea  of  Af« 
rican  negroes,  and  be  bound  at  oace  to  guaranty 
their  lil^ty,  and  to  employ  them  aa  servants. 
Whether  they  will  be  as  ready  to  enter  into  our 
feelings,  with  icigavd  to  the  search|  by  foreign 
navy  lieuteuants,  of  veseels  under  convoy  of  our 
owa  naval  comoaanders,  is,  perhaps,  of  no  9iat#* 
rial  importance.  The  other  reasons  are  pre* 
sumed  to  be  amply  suflleieut  to  epovinoe  them 
that  the  motives  for  declining  this  overture  are 
compatible  with  aa  earnest  wish  that  the  measr 
ores  concerted  by  these  treaties  may  prove  auo* 
ceasful  in  extirpating  that  root  of  uumberless 
evils-*-the  traffic  in  kuman  blood;  and  with  the 
determination  to  co-operate,  to  the  utmost  asteat 
of  our  powers,  in  this  great  viadication  of  the 
sacred  righta  9f  humanity^ 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


EMraa  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mu»h  to  the  Secre^ 

iary  ofState^  dtfted 

UmBM,  Dec.  B,  181& 
The  despalch  of  the  Sd  November,  addressed 
to  Mff.  Gallatiis  aod  myself,  arrived  here  oa  the 
6th  instant.  .     . 

Of  the  subjects  to  which  it  lelates,  viju,  im- 
pressment and  the  slave  trade,  the  department 
will  have  been  king  since  informed  bv  our  joiut 
communicationa  that  oaly  the  former  had  a  place 
in  the  late  negotiation.  As  we  came  io  no  i^ee- 
ment  on  it,  I  am  happy  to  think  thai  none  of  the 
expeciationa  of  the  {^resident  will  have  been  de- 
parted froflBu  It  will  also  have  been  seen  that, 
had  this  despatch  reached  us  before  the  n^ouar 
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ROaHomwUh  Chmi  BriUdn. 


Ugh  eontnetiiiir  partiM  being  to  jmtmA^gputm  and 
diffiwinoas  betweei^  thamaivea. 

AmTici.a. 

Wheieaa  it  waa  agraad,  bj  tlia  firat  artaele  of  tfaa 
Trea^  of  Ghent,  that  **  all  tarritoiy,  plaeaap  and  paa- 
aaaaiona  whataoeTor,  taken  by  either  partj  from  the 
other  daring  tiie  war, or  which  maybe  taken  after  the 
aigning  of  thia  treaty,  excepting  only  the  jalanda  here- 
inafter mentioned^  ahall  be  reatored  without  delay,  and 
without  canaing  any  de^metioB,  or  canying  away 
any  of  the  artillery,  or  other  public  property,  original- 
ly caotured  in  the  aaid  ibrta  or  placea|  and  which  ahall 
remam  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratificationa 
of  thia  treaty,  or  any  alaTea,  or  other  private  property :" 
and  whereaa  '[doubta  have  ariaen  whether  certain 
alavea,  originally  captured  in  certain  Ibrta  and  placea 
belonging  to  the  United  Statea,  and  lamored  there- 
from, but  remaining  within  the  territoriea  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea,  or  on  board  the  ahipa  of  Hit  Britannic 
Majeaty  lying  within  the  harbora  of  the  United  Statee, 
at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificationa  of  the 
aaid  treaty,  are  to  be  reatored  under  the  aboTo-redted 
proviaiona  of  the  abore  tnatT,]  the  high  oontraeting 
partiea  do  hereby  agree  to  remr  the  aaid  ^doubta  to 
aome  friendly  SoTeieign  or  State,  to  be  named  lor  thnt 
purpoae,]  and  the  high  contracting  partiea  engage  to 
oonaider  the  deciaion  of  *[anch  friendly  Borereign  or 
State  to  be]  final  and  conduaiTe  on  all  the  mattara 
relerred. 


B. 

1  under  the  albreaaid  article, the  United  Swadiii 
for  their  dtiiena,  and  aa  their  privitfl  pnpatf,i( 
reatitution  o(  or  lull  oompenaation  fiv,  ill  JOkm,^ 
at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ntihaJOBniU 
aaid  treaty,  were  in  any  tarritoiy,  plaoef,or  pa» 
aiona  whataoever,  directed  by  the  aaid  tnHy  toll » 
atorcd  to  the  United  Stntea,  but  then  itilt  oeeq>iei^ 
the  Britiah  Ibrcea,  who  were  afterwudi  raaove^  ■ 
carried  away  by  the  aaid  fiiroea,  whether  nek  ilM 
were,  at  the  date  afbreaaid,  on  dion,oroBboinlaf 
Britiih  Teaaela  lying  in  wataia  within  lhilan(<"7< 
juriadiction  of  the  United  Statea:  and  wham  <^ 
eneea  have  ariaen  whether,  by  the  im  oMt  •« 
meaning  of  the  afiMeaaid  article  of  the  Tmi9<i«^ 
the  United  Statea  an  entatiad  to  the  wHiatiwj^ 
foil  compeaeation  lor,  all  alavea  aa  akoYidMoM 

«difinaneea  to  Hie  Imperial  M^eity dw U|«> 
of  aU  the  Rmniaa, 

*  hie  aaid  Imperial  Mi^eaty 


No.  a 


October  12, 1818. 

Mr.  QtUatin  and  Mr.  Rush  preaeot  their  eom- 
pliments  to  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Gk)alburn, 
tod  beg  leare  to  state  tbat^  on  full  consideration, 
since  the  meeting  on  Friday,  they  do  not  feel 
tbemselres  authorized  to  consent  to  the  condition 
annexed  to  the  second  article  of  the  projet  on 
impressment,  which  declares  that  "  none  other 
than  the  persons  whose  names  shall  be  included 
in  the  said  lists  shall  be  deemed  to  fall  within 
the  said  exception."  Their  reasons  are  stated  in 
the  enclosed  unofficial  memorandum. 

Mr.  Q.  and  Mr.  R.give  this  notice  of  their  dis- 
agreement previous  to  the  meeting  fixed  for  to* 
morrow,  in  the  hope  that,  if  the  alteration  which 
they  have  heretofore  proposed  should  not,  con- 
trary to  their  expectations,  be  found  acceptable, 
some  other  amendment  or  modification  may  sug- 
gest itself  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  rather 
than  that  the  arrangement  should  fall  through. 

MEMORANDUM. 
Littt  of  seamen  naturalized. 

It  is  required  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that  persons  whose  names  shall  not  appear  on 
the  lisu  of  naturalized  seamen,  to  be  mutually 
furnished  by  the  two  Qovernments,  shall  not  be 
eonsidered  as  failing  within  the  exception  con- 
templattd  by  the  agreement ;  that  is  to  say.  that 
such  persons,  although  naturalized,  ahall,  re- 


spectively, be  excluded  from  the  poUieffp 
vate  marine  of  either  party.  ^ 

But  it  is  impracticable  for  the  GoTeroo»:*- 
the  United  Sutes  to  procure  complete  \^* 
naturalized  seamen,  for  the  foUowtog  retsofi^' 

Prior  to  the  year  1790,  aliens  migbt  be|>^ 
rallied  aeeocdiag  to  the  laws  of  the  ^^^^^ 
and  it  is  iroovn  that,  in  some  of  them,  (P^ 
vania  for  instance,)  the  nataralizatioo  looir! 
before  justices  of  the  peace.  In  these  ei«*^ 
also  when  the  records  of  a  court  may  hin"" 
destroyed,  it  would  be  found  difiicnit,  if  t^^^ 
possible,  to*  obtain  auy  other  eridepee  «  ^ 
naturalization  than  the  certificate  gives  it  ^ 
time  to  the  naturalized  person. 

Since  the  year  1790,  although  the  term  of^ 
vious  residence  has  varied,  the  ^^^^^^T. 
uniform.    Aliens  have  been  naioimlixed  ooi 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  United  oj^ 
and  before  such  eouru  of  record  as  were  m 
nated  by  thoae  laws.    But  that  desigaatiM "" 
braced  not  only  the  eonru  of  the  United  °^ 
properly  so  called,  but  also  the  courts  of  the  ^ 
eral  Stat^,  ineludin^  even  those  of  a8Qbord>°> 
jurisdiction,  amountiog,  together,  to  ^^^^  .i^ 
dred.    it  is  necessary  to  add,  that  minor  cbii0^ 
of  naturalised  persons,  if  dwelling  io  tbe^ 
ted  States,  become,  nlso,  by  virtue  of  ib^ 


ther's  naturalisation,  ipeo/aeio,  oatoia 
selves. 
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eonetde  flomety Off  foitber  of  prineiple;  and,  if 
this  article  ahoaid  be  dlseiuaed  in  your  eoDter- 
ences,  that  the?  will  conaeot  to  remove  the  other 
featare  of  eieimion  from  it,  whieh  still  renders 
it  inadmissible.  Your  powers  will  enable  yon 
to  agree  to  it  with  such  modifications  as  may  di- 
rest it  both  of  the  exceptionable  construction 
disdaimed,  and  of  the  restrictiye  exclusion  yet 
adhered  to  by  Gkeat  firitaioi 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Rueh. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  May  7, 1819. 

Sir:  From  the  documents  transmitted  hj  Mr. 
Qailatia  and  you,  relating  to  the  negotiation  of 
the  cofflmercial  convention  of  20th  October  last, 
it  appears— > 

That,  at  the  third  conference,  a  draught  of  two 
articles  was  proposed  by  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries for  r^ulating  the  commercial  iater- 
coarse  between  the  United  States^  and,  1,  the 
British  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  2,  the 
prorioces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
in  North  America. 

That,  at  the  fifth  conference,  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries offered  the  counter-projet  of  an  ar- 
ticle for  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick ; 
and,  at  the  eiahih  conference,  ao  article  for  that 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
Indies. 

Thtit,  in  presenting  this  last  af  tide,  they  stated 
that  tbey  could  not  consent  to  si^n  an  article 
upon  that  subject  unless  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries would  accede,  in  substance,  to  the  arti- 
cle proposed  at  the  fifth  conference  concerning 
NoTa  Scotia  aod  New  Bruoswick,  and  to  ao  ar- 
ticle proposed  by  the  British  Qovernment  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1817,  concerning  the  trade  be- 
tweeo  the  United  States  and  the  bland  of  Ber- 
muda. 

And  that  the  Americao  Plenipotentiaries,  not 
feeling  themselves  authorized  by  their  instruc- 
tions to  sign  the  West  India  article  as  proposed 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  agreed  to  take 
the  whole  question  ad  referendum  to  their  Qov- 
ernment. 

In  eompaciog  the  West  India  article,  proposed 
by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  third 
conference,  with  that  offered  by  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  the  eighth^  it  appears — 

1.  ThaL  in  the  American  projet,  the  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  proposed  to  be  opened  to  Ameri- 
can shipping  are  specifically  named ;  while,  in 
the  British  projet,  they  are  only  designated  as 
the  ports  wb&ch  shall  be  open  to  the  vessels  of 
toy  other  for^ca  Power  or  State.  It  is  observed, 
io  your  joint  letter  of  20th  October,  that  these 
poru  are  the  same  as  those  proposed  by  the  Ame- 
rican projet,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Christo- 
pbei's,  St»  I^QciiL  Demarara,  Ssaequibo,  and  Ber- 
biee',  but  the  difference  between  the  two  draughts 
tt  otherwise  naaterial;  for,  if  the  jports  werespe- 
e^eally  named,  the  privilege  ol  admission  to 
them  would  .be  positire,  and  not  revocable  at  tha 


pleasure  of  Qfeat  Britain  i  but  if  passing  under 
the  general  desotiption,  it  might  at  any  time  be 
revoked  merely  by  prohibiting  the  admission  to 
any  other  foreign  vessels. 

2.  That,  in  the  American  projet,  the  articles 
of  naval  stores,  provisions,  and  lumber,  in  gene- 
ral terms,  are  among  those  stipulated  for  admis* 
sion  s  while,  in  the  British  counter-prOjet.  the 
naval  atores  are  restricted  to  pitch,  tar^  ana  tur« 
pentine;  the  lumber  to  staves,  headinj[s,  and 
shingles;  and  from  the  article  of  provisions  are 
excepted  salted  provisions  of  every  description. 
The  American  article  provides  for  the  liberty  of 
importing  other  articles  oi  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  and  the  im- 
porution  of  which  shall  not  be  entirely  probib*. 
ited  from  every  other  place  whatever.  The 
British  article  narrows  the  limitation  to  articles 
not  prohibited  from  every  other  foreig^n  place,  so 
that  it  would  reject  articles  which  might,  at  the 
same  time,  be  imported  froin  the  British  colonies 
in  North  America. 

3.  That  the  American  projet  provides  for  the 
liberty  of  exporting  molasses  ana  salt,  (omitting 
rum,)  and  sugar  and  eoffee^  to  the  amount  of  one> 
fourth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  and  other 
articles,  the  exportation  of  which  to  otner  foreign 
countries  is  not  entirely  prohibited*  The  British 
projet,  adding  the  article  of  rum,  denies  those  of 
coffee  and  sonar,  and  allows  only  the  exportation 
of  other  articles  not  prohibited  to  be  exported,  to 
other  foreign  countries  in  foteign  vessels ;  so  that 
articles  allowed  to  be  exported  to  other  foreign 
countries  in  British  vessels  would  still  be  prohib- 
ited from  exportation  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States^ 

These  differences,  so  important  in  themselves, 
became  still  further  angravated  by  a  comparison 
between  the  two  articles  for  regulating  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Brttisli 
North  American  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  respectively  connected  with  the 
West  India  trade  article.  The  American  propo- 
sal is,  that  the  vessels  of  both  nations  should  ba 
allowed  to  export  from  the  United  Sutes  into 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  the  same  arti«> 
des.  the  iniportation  of  which  should  be  allowa« 
ble  by  the  West  India  article  into  the  Weet  In- 
dies in  American  vesseb,  and  any  other  articles, 
the  importation  of  which  from  every  other  coun- 
try should  not  be  prohibited ;  and  that  the  vessels 
of  both  nations  should  have  iibertjr  to  import 
from  Nora  Scotia  and  New  Brunawick  into  the 
United  States,  gypsum  and  grindstones,  and  any 
other  article  tne  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture . 
of  those  provinces,  the  importation  of  which  into 
the  United  States  from  every  other  foreign  coun- 
try shall  not  be  prohibited. 

Tbe  British  proposal  is,  that  the  vessels  of 
both  nations  should  be  allowed  to  export  from 
the  United  States  into  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  not  only  the  same  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  direct  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  but 
the  additional  articles  of  scantling,  planks,  hoops, 
fruits,  and  seeds,  with  a  specific  enumeration  or 
grain  and  breadstuffs  instead  of  provisions  s  and 
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It  vts  agrted  to  meet  agtio  on  MoMby^.llw 
19ih  intiaiit. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FRED.  J.  ROBINSON,  ^ 
HENRY  QOULBURN. 

Article  A. 

Whereas  differences  baTeariiea  respeciing  the 
liberty  claimed  hj  the  United  States  for  the  in- 
hablUttts  thereof  to  take,  dry,  and  core  fish  on 
eextaio  coasUi^  hays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  America:  It  is 
■agreed  between  the  high  contracting  parties  that 
the  kkhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  shall 
have,  forever,  in  common  with  the  ciibjeou  of 
.His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  liberty  to  tabe  fish  of 
every  kind  on  that  part  of  the  soothern  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  which  extends  from  Gape  Ray  to 
the  Ramea  islands,  on  .the  western  and  northera 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  themid  Cape  Ray  to 
the  Qittirpoo  islands,  on  the  shores  of  the  Magdalen 
islands,  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays,  harbora,  and 
.ereekiS  from  Mount  Joli,  on  the  sonthein  coast 
of  Labrador,  to  and  through  the  Straits  of  Bel- 
leialCiaad  thence,  northwardly,  indefinitely,  along 
the  coast,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  any  of 
the  exclusive  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany; and  that  the  American  fishermen  shall 
also  have  liberty,  forever,  to  dry  and  euro  fish  in 
any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of 
.thesouihern  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland, 
hereabove  described,  and  of  the  coast  of  Labra- 
dor; but  so  soon  as  the  same,  or  any  portion 
thereof,  ahall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  fishermen  to  dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  por- 
tion so  settled,  without  previous  agreement  for 
such  purpose  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or 

Eossessors  of  the  ground.  And  the  United  States 
ereby  renounce,  forever,  anv  liberty  heretofore 
enjoyed  or  claimed  by  the  inhabitants  thereof  to 
take,  dry,  or  cure  fish,  on  or  within  three  marine 
miles  ot  any  of  the  coasts,  bays,  creeks,  or  har- 
bors of  His  Briuaoic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
America,  not  included  within  the  above-men- 
tioned limits :  Provided^  hawwer^  That  the  Ame- 
rican fishermen  shall  be  admitted  to  enter  such 
bays  or  harbors  for  the  purpose  of  shelter,  and  of 
repairing  damages  therein,  of  purchasing  wood 
and  obtaining  water,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
-whatever.  But  Ibey  shall  be  under  such  restric- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  their  taking, 
drying,  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever  abasing  the  privileges  ikereby 
reserved  to  4hem. 

Abticlb  B. 

It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
along  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty- 
ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude,  then,  that  a  line 
drawn  from  the  said  point  due  north  or  south,  as 
the  case  may  be.  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect 
the  said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the 
point  of  such  intersection,  due  waeti  along  and 


with  the  said  parallel,  shall  be  4m  liweof  demr- 
cation  between  the  territories  of  Hia  BritaBv 
Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  Stsies ;  and  tm 
the  said  line  shall  form  the  eovthcm  beasdaf 
of  the  said  territories  ef  His  BritaBOic  UMJatf 
and  the  norihera  booadavyof  tbe  ierritonasT 
the  United  States,  from  the  Lake  of  the  W«ii 
to  the  Stooy  monntaiM.  But  nothing  io  thi 
preceding  part  of  this  article  shall  be  eomtraii 
to  extend  to  the  northwestern  coekst  of  kmt- 
rica,  or  to  territories  belonging  to,  or  elsjaii 
by,  either  party,  oa  the  oontiaant  of  Aafria 
westward  of  the  Stony  mountaias  ;aatf  any  sael 
country  as  may  be  claimed  by  ettbwr  putf  vest- 
ward  of  the  Stony  mouataiae,  alMtL  legetbcr 
with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creoka.  and  the  mw 
gation  of  all  rivers  within  the  aame,  be  freeisi 
open  to  the  vessels,  subjects,  or  aitiieas  sfike 
two  Powers,  respectively,  for  the  f  orpoMs  ef 
trade  aad  cooimeree.  It  being  w#U  oadefimd 
that  nothing  contained  in  this  article  ehslt  k 
taken  to  aficct  the  claims  of  any  otiier  Povtrc 
State  to  any  part  ef  iIm  said  oomntry ;  the  oilj 
object  of  the  two  big^  conmctiag  partiee  beia| 
to  prevent  disputes  and  diilereacee  beearaaa  then- 
selves. 

AaTtcLB  CX 


His  Msjesty  the  King  of  the  United  Ktagdsa 
of  Qreat  Britain,  dbc,  and  the  United  Btatei  tf 
America,  animated  with  an  equal  desire  to  jtt 
vent,  by  conventional  regulations,  the  reeuneect 
of  inconveniences  which  have  heretofore sims 
from  the  employment  of  the  natural  ban  sab- 
jects  of  His  Britaaaic  Majesty  in  the  pahbe  or 
private  marine  of  the  United  States^  aad  Iron 
the  employment  of  the  natural  bora  citiaeascf 
the  Uoited  States  io  the  public  er  private  aa> 
rine  of  His  Britannic  'Majesty,  baTe  nomiasnd 
Plenipotentiaries  to  negotiate  a  eonveatiea  ia 
this  desirable  object. 

His  Majesty  tbe  Kiag  of  the  United  Kiagdan 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  4bc.,  has  aemi- 
anted  the  right  honorable  Frederiok  Jobs  JM- 
inson,  4c^aod  Henry  Ckralbutn,  Ksq^  4c,  aad 
the  President  of  ifae  United  States  haei  aoaisated 
Albert  QalhtUa,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Rush,  ^a^ 
4l€*j  who,  having  exchanged  their  lUI  pewcK 
found  in  good  and  dae  form,  have  agietd  apse 
and  siirned  the  following  artiolee: 

1.  The  high  eontmeting  paaiiee  engage  an: 
bind  tbemeelves  to  adopt,  respectively,  eritheK 
delay,  the  most  effeoiual  aMaaares  for  eacolnda^ 
reepectively,  from  serving  either  tn  thetr  pnsec 
er  private  mariae^  the  natural  born  aohjects  aad 
the  natural  born  ciiixeas  of  the  other  pasty;  thtf 
is  to  say :  Hie  Majesty  the  King  of  the  UoMed 
Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  ea- 
eluding  the  natural  born  citixens  of  the  United 
States  from  serving  either  in  the  public  or  pr> 
vale  mariae  of  his  dominions;  and  the  Unttef 
States,  for  excluding  the  natural  horn  aobjeecs  o 
His  Britannic  Msjesty  from  serving  either  i^  th< 
public  or  private  oiarine  of  the  United  States 
and  such  measures,  when  adopted,  shall  be  tm 
aaediately  communicaiad  by  each  parij  to  th 
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xkt  Brhfik  W«st  India  and  North  Amerletm  d^ 
cmies$  and  tlhat  no  otilar  or  kigher  doties  iihtti  be 
]iiyaMe  Offt  hliportacions  from  tht  Umied  Sutas, 
direetly  or  tadifoetly,  tfaaa  on  similar  anielce 
imported  fram  any  foreign  couniry ,  or  fimn  any 
of  the  British  colon iee  themselTee. 

A  draagkc  of  two  ankiee  to  this  eAet,  and 
formrof  i  eomproaaive  benveen  tbe  amieles  pn^ 
poeed  bf  yea  at  the  tbird^  and  those  otferea  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiariet  al  the  fifth  aad 
eighth  ooaC»reD6es,  ie  hel^wlth  eaekosed«  We 
cotiseot,  by  this  j^roposal,  to  vestriet  the  list  of  av* 
tjeies  to  he  admitted  in  the  trade,  e^ea  ae  the 
Briii»fa  Cabinet  ifselF  desiree;  but  wt  adhepe  to 
the  pciaciple  that,  of  this  traffic,  thus  limited^  our 
sbipptog  eball  b«Te  the  ebanoe  of  carrytag  its 
fair  proportion,  and  sbaM  ataad  upon  ectuai  Cerma 
of  eonpstition  with  the  British.  It  is  not  in- 
tended that  ton  should  be  eonfioed  to  the  kMter 
df  this  diaofof.  It  may  be  laodified  in  regard  to 
the  expressioa^  as  yoo  think  pvower ;  and,  if  de- 
sired l^  the  British  Qorerinnent,  the  two  passages 
mIqM  within  braeketa  in  the  draoahc  of  the 
fine  article  may  be  omitted.  Butyoa  wfUcandidly 
state  to  Lord  Caatkreagli,  that  our  ulttmatooliK 
jeet  of  participa«iD|[  in  rbe  naTt^ation  of  this 
necessary  trade  hairing  been  explicitly  arowed, 
most  be  steadily  porsned ;  that  we  may  deem  it 
more  for  our  interest  to  laa^e  i<  on  the  fbotiog  of 
reciprocal  nratoal  regolatlen,  than  to  bind  oar- 
selres  by  any  compact,  the  result  of  which  must 
be  to  disappoint  us  of  that  object;  that  we  think 
the  effect  of  the  three  artteles  deelaved  to  be  in- 
separable by  the  British  Pleaipotentiariee,  would 
be  to  deprire  us  even  of  the  portiob  cf  the  carry- 
ing trade  which  we  have  akeady  seaared  by  our 
existing  laws,  and  which  we  belieTO  tre  can  faN 
ther  secure ;  and  that  it  is  far  belter  for  fbe  har- 
Biony  of  the  two  nations  to  aToid  aby  bargain  in 
whieh  either  party,  after  agreeing  to  it,  shall 
bare,  by  the  ezperieaoe  of  its  effect,  the  sentiment 
of  bsTing  been  orerreaehed  brought  home  to  its 
eoneils.  We  aak  for  no  such  engagement  on  the 

Srt  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  too  much  con- 
eoce  in  the  wisdom  and  liberalit^r  of  her  Cab- 
inet to  believe  that  they  would  ififhh  to  obtain 
such  an  en|agement  from  as.  At  every  step  of 
connteraetmg  regnlation  that  we  have  taken,  or 
shall  take,  ia  this  concern,  we  proceed  with  re« 
luctanee,  beeaaae  we  ai«  convinced  it  might  be 
adjosted  more  to  the  mutual  interest  and  mutual 
ubderstaading  by  amicable  arrangement  than  by 
coDotervaifiog  legislation.  But,  to  whatever  ar- 
rangement we  may  sohseribe,  we  are  convinced 
it  can  answer  bo  aseful  purpose,  unless  it  siiall 
prove  to  be  fovaded  on  the  reciprocity  of  real  ef- 
fects, instead  of  hinging  ujion  that  of  words. 

Your  povMr  heretofore  given  is  considered  saf> 
iieient  to  aathoriae  yea  lo  sign  two  addiiioital 
anieles  of  ttie  sabatance  of  those  enclosed,  with 
toy  persofi  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  the  Brit* 
ah  Qoverament.  If  agreed  to,  they  may  be  de- 
eWred  suppleoieniary  to  those  of  the  convention 
oCthe  90th  of  October,  and  to  be  of  the  same  du- 
ration. They  must,  ef  eoarse,  be  sahmtttdd  to 
the  laneticMi  of  4he  denate  for  vatiftcation  here* 


I  am,  ¥ery  reapeetfiilly,  sir  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Abt.  1.  The  vessels  of  tho  Uoited  Scales  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  Hberty  to  import,  from 
aay  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  whieh 
aoiy  foreiaa  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  into 
any  of  tie  following  ports,  namely:  Kingston, 
Savannah  le  Mer,  Montego  bay,  Santa  Lucia, 
Antonio,  Saint  Anne,  FalmatKb,  and  Porta^Ma* 
ria,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  San  Joseph,  in  the 
islaad  of  Tlriaidad ;  Scarborough,  in  the  Island  of 
Tobago ;  Saint  George,  in  the  island  of  Qranada ; 
Kingston)  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vincent  $  Bridge* 
town,  in  the  itlaad  of  Barbadoes;  Rosseaoi  in  the 
islaod  of  Domiaica ;  St.  Joha's,  in  the  island  ei 
Antigua;  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortela; 
the  principal  port  of  Turk's  Island ;  Nassaa,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence;  Pittstowo,  in 
Crooked  island ;  and  the  principal  port  of  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  tobacoa,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
staves,  headings,  shingles,  horses,  mules,  poultry, 
live  stock,  and  provisioas  of  all  sorts,  (except 
salted  provisions  of  any  deseriptioo,  whether 
meat,  fish,  or  butserj  such  articles  being  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
Slates,  [and  any  other  articles  of  the  growth, 
produee,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited  frpai 
every  other  foreign  country  ar  fMce.]  And  the 
vessels  of  the  United  Slates  and  British  vesaela 
shall  have  liberty  to  export,  from  any  of  the  said 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Majestv's  doounloaa,  eo 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  Stales^ 
rum,  molasses,  and  salt,  being  ef  the  growth, 
produce,  or  nuian&ctare  of  any  of  the  abova- 
mentioned  domink>ns,  [and  any  other  articles  of 
the  said  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  the 
exportation  of  which  to  an^  other  fbt«ign  eom- 
try  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited.] 

The  veaeeb  of  either  party,  employed  in  the 
trade  provided  for  by  this  article,  shall  be  admi^ 
ted  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as  above  mentionedf 
without  paying  any  other  or  higher  duties  or 
charges  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  by 
the  vessels  of  such  other  party;  and  they  shad 
have  liberty,  respectirely,  to  touch,  daring  the 
same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  of  the  other  party,  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  their  inward,  and  of  taking  on  beaird 
their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  en  the 
importation  from  the  United  States  iato  the  above- 
mentioned  porta  of  the  British  colonies,  or  front 
the  said  ports  into  the  United  States,  of  any  of 
ibe  articles  importable  by  virtue  of  this  eonvea* 
lion,  when  imported  ia  the  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  nations,  thaa  when  imported  in  the  vce* 
sels  of  the  other;  nor  when  imported  directly  he* 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  aaid  porla^  ot 
vice  vema,  than  when  imported  in  a  circnitoos 
manner.  No  other  or  higher  dnties  shall  be 
charged  upon  aay  of  the  above-mentioned  arti- 
cles, when  impormd  by  vlrtne  of  this  conventioa 
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by  the  present  treaty,  the  owners  of  the  Teisei 
and  cargo  deuined  shnll  be  allowed  damages 
proportioned  to  the  loss  oeeasioned  thereby,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  and  charges  of  the  trial. 
All  proper  measares  shall  be  taken  to  prevent 
delays  in  deciding  the  cases  of  ships  or  cargoes 
90  brought  in  for  adjudication,  and  in  payment 
or  recovery  of  any  indemnification  adjudged  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  masters  or  owners  of 
sBch  ships  or  cargoes.  And  whenever  sentence 
shall  be  pronounced  against  any  vessel  thus  cap- 
tured or  detained,  or  against  her  cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  all  the 
proceedings  in  tb«  causey  and  of  the  said  sen- 
tence, shall,  if  required,  be  delivered  without  de- 
lay, to  the  commanders  of  the  said  vessels,  or  to 
the  owner  thereof,  or  to  the  agent  of  either,  on 
payment  of  all  legal  fees  and  demands  for  the 
same. 

The  commanders  of  ship*-of-war  and  priva- 
teers of  the  belligerent  party  shall,  in  the  search- 
ing of  the  merchant  ships  of  the  other  party, 
conduct  themselves  according  to  the  acknowl- 
edged principles  and  rules  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  as  favorably,  moreover,  as  towards  the  most 
friendly  Power  that  may  remain  neuter.  The 
said  commanders,  their  officers,  and  crews,  shall 
forbear  doing  any  damage  to  the  subjecu  or  citi- 
zens of  the  other  party,  or  committing  any  out- 
rage against  them;  and  if  they  act  to  the  con- 
trary they  shall  be  punished,  and  shall  also  make 
satisfaction  and  reparation  for  all  damages,  and 
the  interest  thereof,  of  whatever  nature  the  said 
damages  may  be. 

(d.)  The  ships'^f-war  and  privateers  of  the 
two  nations,  as  well  as  their  prizes,  shall  be 
treated  in  their  respective  ports  as  those  of  the 
most  favored  nation. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Power  or  State 
at  war  with  either  of  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties, or  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Power  or 
State,  to  fit  out  or  arm  ships-of-war,  or  priva- 
teers, in  the  ports  of  the  other  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  nor  to  sell  what  they  may  take 
as  prize  from  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  high  con- 
tracting party  with  whom  such  Power  or  State 
may  be  at  wtr,  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  nor  in 
any  other  manner  (o  ezchanee  the  same^  nor 
shall  they  be  allowed  to  purchase  more  provis- 
'  ions  than  shall  be  necessary  for  their  going  to 
the  nearest  port  of  that  Power  or  State  to  which 
they  belong. 

(e.)  In  the  event  of  a  shipwreck  happening  to 
any  vessel  or  vessels  belonging  to  eitli^r  of  the 
high  contracting  parties,  or  their  subjecu  and 
citizens,  on  the  coasts  of  the  other,  every  assist- 
ance shall  he  given  for  the  protection  of  the  un- 
fortunate persons,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the 
ship,  cargo,  and  all  effects  which  may  be  saved, 
either  from  on  board  the  ship,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever;  and  the  same  shall  not  be  con- 
cealed, nor  detained,  nor  damaged,  under  any 
pretext  whatever.  On  the  contrarv>  the  same 
shall  be  preserved  and  restored  to  them,  upon  a 
suitable  recompense  being  given  to  those  who 


shaU  have  assHted  in  saviag  Uicir  penoos,  veo^ 
or  effects. 

(/)  If  at  any  time  a  rapcora  ahoold  takepbee 
(which  God  forbid)  between  Hia  BritaamcM^ 
jesty  and  thm  United  States,  neitlier  the  dste 
due  from  individaab  of  one  of  the  two  nstHoi 
to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  ahares  or  mvgfi 
which  they  may  have  in  the  poUie  foads,  ora 
the  public  or  private  banks,  shall  be  sequesteni 
or  coniiseated ;  and  the  merehants  mod  othenct 
each  of  the  two  nations  residing  io  the  doaiia* 
iona  of  the  other  shall  in  no  case  be  dcsuoed  is 
prisoners  of  war,  but  they  ehail  be  peiaitted  to 
remove,  with  their  families,  effeeca,  mad  yaw^ettf; 
each  Government  having,  nerercbeicssjtkcn^ 
during  their  remaining  in  ito  doaiiniotts,  tomtlte 
snch  regulations,  and  to  take  aueh  preetadoai 
as  it  may  deem  necessary  with  leapaet  tssteft 
persons. 

Mbmobaiiikjm  K. 

Upon  the  subject  of  these  artielca  noraboed 
from  a  to^  which  were  brought  forward  by  tk 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  and  annexed  to  tk 
protocol  of  the  tnird  conference,  the  British  Plo- 
ipotentiaries  stated  that,  although  they  were  ia( 
instructed  to  bring  any  of  these  topics  before  i^ 
conferences  on  the  part  of  Great  Bntaia,  and  al- 
though they  considered  it  by  no  means  necessatr 
that  the  two  countries  should  now  come  to  uf 
conventional  arrangement  relating  to  them,  ihe^ 
were,  nevertheless,  ready  to  agree  to  the  aaoexec 
articles  (a,  6,  c,  d,  e,  /,)  which  embraced  tU  the 
points  upon  which,  in  their  Judgment,  it  vts  ex- 
pedient that  the  two  countries  should  ester  i&to 
positive  stipulations. 

SlavtB. 

Articlb.  Whereas  it  was  agreed  by  the  fat 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "  all  terncorr, 
places,  and  jMssesstons  whatsoever,   trnkm  if 
either  party  from  the  other  dtuinjg  the  wsr,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  aigniag  of  sis 
treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands   heteiDa/ier 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  withoni  delsf,  ui 
without  causing  anv  destruction,  or   ctfi^iif 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  psblic  pnfoty, 
originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  paeV) 
which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exeksift 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slarcia 
other  private  propert v :"  Aad  whcreni^  aader  tbi 
aibresaid  article,  the  U  aited  Statea  ciauia  for  tkr 
citisens,  aad  as  their  private  property,  the  lufr 
tution  of,  or  fnll  compensation  for,  allsUves  v^ 
at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  rmtifientkaii^ 
the  said  treatv,  were  in  any  territory,  places,* 
possessions  whatsoever,  directed  by  the  said  ticsij 
to  be  restored  to  the  United  States^  bat  then  iutt 
occupied  by  the  British  forces^  whether  seek 
slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on  ahore  oroe 
board  any  British  vessels  lying  in  waters  withii 
the  territosy  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slater 
And  whereas  differeaces  have  arisen  whetho',  by 
the  true  intent  aad  meaning  of  the  afoifssid 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  United  Snttes 
are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of,  or  fail  eompen- 
satioa  for,  all  or  any  slaves^  as  above  deaciibed; 
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to  be  made  koowu  t«  the  President  before  the 
neii  lessioo  of  Congress.  SboQld  oor  proposi- 
tjooi  prove  acceptable,  I  was  empowered,  I  aaded, 
to  make  them  tapplementary  to  the  coDTention 
of  the20tb  of  October,  subieet  always  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Senate.  I  here  closed,  baring  en- 
deaTored  io  the  course  of  mj  remarks  to  convey 
to  his  Lordship's  mind  those  |peneral  reasonings 
applicsUe  to  oar  propositions  which  are  nnfolded 
in  year  despatch,  and  to  which  1  shall  again  ad- 
vert oD  fotnre  oecaaions,  should  it  become  neces- 
sary. The  confidential  report  of  the  19th  of  Fe* 
broary,  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
in  the  Senate,  was  safely  received  under  cover  of 
yoar  despatch. 

Extracts  <f  a  letter /ram  Mr.  Bush  to  the  Seere- 
tcary  oj  StaXt^  dated 

LoMDOMi  Sefjptewher  17, 1819. 

Lord  Castlereagh  came  to  towa  on  the  15th 
instant,  and  granted  me  an  interview  yesterday 
on  the  business  of  the  West  India  trade. 

Holding  in  his  hands  the  proposals  I  had  sub- 
mitted, his  Lordship  premised  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  perhaps  best  for  him  to  answer  them  in 
the  same  general  way  that  the  British  articles, 
submitted  through  my  predecessor  in  1817,  had 
been  answered ;  that  is,  not  in  any  formal  man- 
ner, but  merely  by  a  word  of  conversation  with 
me.  I  laid  that  I  was  sure  that  the  form  of  the 
answer  would  make  no  difference;  its  transmis- 
sion to  my  Government,  in  whatever  mode  his 
Lordship  might  be  pleased  to  convey  it  to  me, 
would  doubtless  effect  every  substantial  purpose. 

In  the  answer  there  was  nu  hesitation.  Our 
proposals,  he  said,  were  not  of  a  nature  to  form 
the  basis  of  any  agreeoient  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. They  woald  effect  an  eiktire  subversion  of 
the  British  cokmial  system:  from  this  svstem 
they  were  not  prepared  to  depart.  Their  colonies 
were,  in  many  r«spects,  burdensome,  and  even 
liable  to  involve  tlie  eountry  in  wars.  Garrisons 
and  other  establishments  were  constantly  main- 
tained in  them,  ac  a  heavy  charge.  In  return,  it 
was  just  that  tbejr  should  be  mcumbered  with 
rcgulaiions,  the  operation  of  which  might  help 
to  meet,  in  part,  the  expenses  which  they  created. 
The  great  principle  of  these  regulations  was 
known  to  be  the  reservation  of  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  benefit  of  all  their  trade— a  principle,  of 
which  the  free*port  acts  had,  it  was  true,  produ* 
eed  some  relaxation  \  but  it  had  never  been  the 
intention  of  this  Government  to  do  any  thing 
more  than  to  offer  to  us  a  participation  in  these 
acts.  Some  modifications  of  them  would  have 
been  acquieseed  in,  suggested  by  local  causes,  and 
itt  anxious  desire  that  our  two  countries  might 
eome  to  an  understanding  on  this  part  of  their 
iaierconrse.  But  to  break  down  the  system  was 
00  part  of  ibeir  plan.  Our  proposals^  therefore, 
conld  not  be  accepted.    Such  were  his  remarks. 

I  observed,  that  to  break  down  the  system  was 
lot  oar  aim.  All  that  we  denred  was,  that  the 
tiUe,  as  £ar  aa  it  was  gone  into  at  all,  should 
be  open  to  the  vessels  of  both  nations  upon  pre- 


cisely equal  terms.  If  the  system  fell  br  such 
an  arrangement,  it  was  as  an  incident,  and  only 
showed  how  difficult  it  seemed  to  render  its  long 
continuance  consistent  with  a  proper  measure  of 
commercial  justice  towards  us. 

So  brosd  and  unequivocal  was  his  Lordship's 
refusal,  that  it  seemed  almost  superfluous  to  ask 
him  to  be  more  particular;  yet,  perceiving  in  me 
a  wish  to  be  made  acquainted  rather  more  spe- 
cifically with  the  objections,  he  said  that  he 
would  not  scruple  to  mention  them  without,  how- 
ever, entering  into  details,  for  which  he  was  not 
prepared,  and  which  had  been  amply  unfolded 
on  both  sides  during  the  negotiation  this  time 
twelvemonth.  The  objections  were  three-fold. 
First,  we  asked  an  enumeration,  by  name,  of  all 
the  ports  in  the  West  Indies  that  we  desired 
should  be  open  to  our  vessels;  secondly,  that  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  with 
Bermuda,  should  be  confined  within  the  same 
limits  as  that  between  the  United  States  and  tbe 
West  India  islands  direct;  and,  thirdly,  we  asked 
that  theduties  on  articles  imported  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  the  islands,  in  American  ships, 
should  be  no  higher  than  on  the  same  articlea 
when  imported  in  British  ships  from  the  United 
States,  or  from  any  other  country,  without  saying 
foreign  country.  These  three  provisions,  partic- 
ularly the  second  and  third,  would  form  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  the  conclusion  of  any  con- 
vention which  should  purport  to  embrace  them. 

I  contented  myself  with  replies  as  general.  The 
communications  from  the  joint  mission  last  year, 
as  well  as  some  separate  ones  from  this  legation 
after  it  was  over,  will  have  informed  the  Presi- 
dent how  folly  the  views  of  our  Government,  on 
the  injustice  of  this  system,  in  all  its  past  efifects 
upon  us,  have  heretofore  been  stated.  On  this 
occasion  I  remarked,  as  to  the  first  objection,  that 
it  was  plain  that,  if  the  ports  were  not  speeialljr 
named,  the  privilege  of  admission  to  them  would, 
at  any;  time,  be  revokable  whenever  Great  Brit- 
ain tnbugbt  fit  to  exclude  from  them  any  other 
foreign  vessels.  It  would  be,  in  short,  a  privi- 
lege with  nothing  positive  or  certain  in  its  char* 
acter.  As  to  the  second,  I  said  that,  should  an 
indirect  trade  be  opened  with  the  islands  in  any 
greater  extent  than  the  direct  trade,  nothing  was 
more  clear  than  that  the  greater  part,  or  the  whole, 
would  soon  be  made  to  £>w  in  the  channel  of  the 
former,  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  British  bot- 
toms* On  the  third  objection,  I  said  that  an  ex- 
planatory remark  or  two  was  all  that  I  should 
add  (it  would  be  but  repetition)  to  what  had  often 
been  urged  before.  That  we  should  deny  to 
Great  Britain  the  common  right  of  poteeting 
the  industry  of  a  part  of  her  own  dominions,  by 
laying  discriminating  duties  in  its  favor,  might 
be  thought,  at  first  blush,  to  wear  an  appearance 
not  defensible ;  but  it  would  be  found,  on  a  mo* 
ment'ft  examination^  to  be  strictly  so.  The  sys- 
tem built  up  by  Britain  must  be  looked  at  alto- 
gether. It  was  in  itself  so  inverted  and  artificial, 
that  principles  not  disputed  in  the  abstract  ceased 
to  be  just  when  applied  to  ii.    Though  one  and 
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<tf  His  Britaonic  Majesty's  above-mentioned  do- 
minions in  the  West  Indies;  and  British  vessels 
shall  also  have  liberty  to  import,  ia  the  same 
manner,  any  other  article  of  the  said  poirth, 
prodoceyormanafaetore,  the  exportation  of  which 
from  the  said  dominions  of  His  DriUanic  Majesty 
to  the  United  States  shall  be  allowed  as  aforesaid 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

British  vessels  shall  likewise  have  liberty  to 
export  from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the 
United  States  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  poru  of  His 
Britannic  Maiesty's  dominions  in  the  West  Indies, 
tobacco,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  suves,  headings, 
shingles,  horses,  males,  poultry,  live  stock,  and 
provisions  of  all  soru,  except  salted  provisions  of 
any  description,  whether  meat,  fish,  or  hotter, 
such  articles  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufsctore  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  the  said 
vessels  shall  also  have  liber tv  to  export,  in  the 
same  manner,  every  otherarticle.being  the  growth 
produce^  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  the 
importation  of  which  into  the  British  poru  from 
the  said  United  States  shall  be  allowed  in  vessels 
of  the  United  Stales. 

The  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  parties,  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  provided  for  by  this  article, 
shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as 
above  mentioned,  without  paying  any  other  or 
higher  duties  or  chsrges  than  those  payable  in 
the  same  ports  by  the  vessels  of  such  otoer  party ; 
and  they  shall  have  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch, 
during  the  same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the 
above-mentioned  ports  of  the  other  party,  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  their  inward  and  of  taking 
on  board  their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  or  any  of  the 
articles  which  may  be  imported  therein,  by  virtue 
of  this  article,  when  imported  in  British  vessels, 
than  when  imported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  nor   when  imported  directly  from  the 
above-mentioned  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
dominions,  than  when  imported  in  a  circuitous 
manner.    And  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
paid  on  the  iipportation  into  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  do- 
minions of  any  of  the  articles  which  may  be  im* 
ported  therein   by  virtue  of  this  article,  when 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  than 
when  imported  in  British  vessels;* nor  when  im- 
ported directly  from  the  United  States,  than  when 
imported  in  a  circuitous  manner.    It  Is  agreed, 
aaoreover,  that  no  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
charged  upon  any  of  theabove-mentioned  articles, 
being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  two  countries,  respectively,  when  imported 
by  virtue  of  this  article,  on  the  one  hand,  into  the 
said  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions, 
or  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
other,  than  may  be  charged  on  similar  articles 
when  imported  from  any  other  foreign  country ; 
but  His  Britannic  Majesty  reserves  to  himself  tbie 
riffht  to  impose  higher  duties  upon  all  articles  so 
allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  said  British  ports 
from  the  United  States,  than  are,  or  may  be, 
chargeable  upon  all  similar  af  tielcaf  when  import- 


ed from  aay  of  His  Majesty'^  doaaiaioM;  hp 
videdj  That  in  such  case  saeh  sionilar  anioB 
shall  be  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  naanDwiBff 
of  His  Majesty's  possessions.  The  aame  detifi 
shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  boanties  shall  he  al- 
lowed on  the  exportaiiott  of  any  mrtkles  vtei 
may,  bv  virtue  or  this  article,  be  exported  tivm 
from  the  said  ports  of  His  Britaonic  Maiesifi 
dominions  in  the  West  Indies  to  the  Uaittt 
States,  as  Iron  the  United  Stales  to  the  aboff 
mentioned  ports,  whether  sack  ezporiaiiea  sbL 
be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  ii  Britii 
vessels. 

No.  12. 

Protocol  of  the  niaik  eoitfanmee  ftetsMntheAne- 
rfcon  and  BriHok  PUmpoUtUiarim,  Ui  tt 
IfftsleAaii,  on  lAe  2014  qf  Ocfoter,  18ia. 

Present :  Mr.  GaUatin,  Mr.  Rash,  Mr.  Rite- 
•on.  Mr.  Goolbom. 

The  protoeol  of  the  preceding  eonfercnce  m 
agreed  to  and  signed.  The  Plenipoccnttarici  tka 
proceeded  to  sign  the  cooveBtion. 

ALBERT  OALLATHf, 
RICHARD  RUSH* 
FRBDSRICK  J.  ROBINSOIf, 
HBNRY  GOULBURff. 


Mr.  Ru^  to  the  Seeretary  ^  SUOt. 

LoHDON,  October  27, 181& 
Sib  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  write  you  a  few  liie 
on  the  19th  instant,  and  immediatelv  fotwiM 
them  in  triplicate  to  the  Consul  at  Livcr^oeC  to 
be  sent  off  bv  the  earliest  ships,  to  say  list  wt 
had  on  that  aay  agreed  to  sign  a  treaty  with  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  points  «^€%  i 
enumerated.  It  was  signed  on  tbe  20th.  Tif 
joint  despatch  frooa  Mr.-Qalhitia  and  mj»i 
bearing  date  on  the  same  day, giving  aa  aeoMs: 
of  the  whole  progress  of  the  negotiaiioa,  was. 
together  with  the  convention  iuelf  and  all  ihcae- 
com^nying  documents,  forwarded  from  ha» 
to  Liverpool  on  the  2iilL 

After  consulting  with  Mr.  Qallatin,  I  did  sec 
feel  at  liberty  to  amploy  a  special  meaarifer  is 
be  the  bearer  of  the  eonventioa,  trnstini  is  the 
ordinary  opportunities  by  our  merchant  itself- 
which  are  ao  eonslaoi,  and  ia  general  so  si& 
I  accompanied  the  packet  with  a  special  letter^' 
Mr.  Maury,  apprising  him  of  the  importance  £ 
committing  it  to  buds  that  were  trostwort£< 
and  with  directions  that  it  should  be  deliver 
to  the  poecmasier  at  New  York,  or  whiercvcrihe 
the  ship  may  arrive^ithout  any  delaf .    It  v^ 
thus,  I  hope,  reach  Washington  with  all  ezpe^ 
tion  and  safety.    On  the  side  of  the  Bctu^ 
Plenipotentiaries  aspeeialaeoremry  was  empkr*^ 
for  the  bnsiness  of  this  negotiation.    On  oars  Ut 
Smith  has  acted;  a  circomacance  which  is  oLeAei 
to  only  that  I  may  add  how  onremitting  has  ben 
his  attention,  and  how  useful  his  services.    Mr 
Qallatin  set  out  oo  his  return  to  Paris  on  tt 
morning  of  the  2Sd.    Duplicates  of  the  esaven 
tion,  the  despatch,  and  all  the  other  papers,  wil 
be  traaamitied  at  the  earlicat  mnBient  that  ibr 
can  he  copied- 
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and  of  reptirioff  damvgct  therero,  of  parehasing^ 
wood,  ana  of  ootainiDg  water,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.  Btit  they  shall  be  noder  such 
restricttons  as  may  be  necessarr  to  jyreTent  their 
tsking,  drying,  or  enrhig  fish  tiieretn,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatever  abusing  the  privileges 
hereby  reserved  to  them. 

Art.  2:  It  is  agreed  thst  a  line  drawn  fromf  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
aloiw  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  iatitode, 
or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  of  north  latitude,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  point  dne  north  or  south,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the 
said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point 
of  sueh  interseccion.  due  west,  along  and  with 
the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  said 
tine  sbaU  form  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony 
mountains. 

Art.  3.  It  is  amed  that  any  country  that  may 
be  claimed  by  either  part v  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  westward  or  the  Stony  mountains, 
shall,  together  with  Its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same, 
be  frea  and  opes^  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  the  siznatute  of  the  present  conven- 
tion, to  the  vessels,  citieens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  Powers:  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said 
country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claims 
of  any  other  Power  or  State  to  any  part  of  the 
said  country ;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent 
disputes  and  differences  amongst  themselves. 

Art.  4.  All  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
*'to  rmilate  the  commerce  between  the  territo- 
ries or  the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,**  concluded  at  London  on  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiHeen,  with  the  exception  of 
the  clause  which  limited  its  duration  to  fbor  years, 
and  aaotpting,  also,  so  far  as  this  same  was 
affeeted  bv  the  dedlairafion  of  Hia  Majesty  re- 
specting the  island  of  St.  Helena,  are  hereby  ex- 
tended and  eontianed  in  farce  for  the  term  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pres- 
ent convention,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  all  the 
provisions  of  the  said  convention  were  herein 
specially  recited. 

Art.  5.  Whereas  it  was  agreed,  by  the  first 
trtiele  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "all  territo- 
ry, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,ar 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this 
treat]|r,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and 
without  eausiftg  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places, 


and  which  shall  remain  thefrein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty ;  or  any  slaves 
or  other  private  property."  Ana  whereas,  under 
the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  States  claim  for 
their  citizens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the 
restitution  of.  or  full  compensation  for,  all  slaves 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  said  treaty,  were  in  any  territory, 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  States, 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  whe- 
ther such  slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on 
shore,  or  on  board  any  British  vessel  lying  in 
waters  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  And  whereas  differences  have 
arisen  whether,  by  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of, 
or  full  compensation  for,  all  or  any  slaves,  as 
above  described,  the  high  contracting  parties 
herebv  agree  to  refer  the  said  differences  to  some 
friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpasc ;  mmi  the  high  oommetiog  parfias  further 
angiagiB  to  consider  Ae  deeklou  of  weh  ftiendly 
Savereigft  or  State  fo  be  final  and  eonelusivv  on 
all  the  ttntiers  rei^ited. 

Art.  6.  This  convenlion,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eon- 
seat  of  the  Senate,  and  b)r  His  Brilaottio  Majes- 
ty, and  the  ref^neetive  ratifieatmns  nutudly  et- 
onanged,  shall  he  binding  and  obligatory  on  the 
said  United  Sisfes  and  on  His  Majesty;  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  In  six  months 
from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  sianed  the  same,  and  have  hereunto 
affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  London, 
this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FRED.  JOHN  ROBINBON, 
HBNRr  GOULBURN. 


L.  8. 

L.  a. 

I 

L.  8. 
L.  8. 


SPAIN— RATinCATION  OP  TH£  CONTEN- 

TION  OF  1802. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  6, 1819.] 

To  the  Hotue  of  Repre9etUative$ 

of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  proclamation,  dated 
the  22d  of  last  month,  of  the  convention  made 
and  concluded  at  Madrid,  between  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, on  the  lltb  of  August,  1802.  the  ratifica- 
tions of  which  were  not  exchanged  till  the  2l6t 
ultimo.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Jamuaby  5, 1819. 

by  tub  pbbsidbiit  op  tab  onitb0  btatbb. 

A  PROOLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  couYention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majeaty, 


16V6 


At'lM^Dtft. 


m 


ItelatUmM  vriA  Ortat  Britain. 


tgree  tbat,  besides  ihe  general  limitation  of  the 
temporary  articles  of  the  treatv  to  eight,  ten,  or 
twelve  years,  either  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
dissolve  them  a Aer  a  notice  of  two  years  given  to 
and  received  by  the  other;  or,  if  preferable  to  the 
British  Qovernment,  the  article  relative  to  im- 
pressment may  be  made  a  separate  article,  dis- 
tinct from  the  rest  of  the  treaty,  and  limited  to  a 
term  of  four  years.    This  coarse  would,  indeed, 
be  most  convenient,  as  it  would  give  us  the  op- 
portunity of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon 
It,  without  implicating  it  with  the  other  parts  of 
the  treaty.    Our  intention  and  expectation  is, 
that  the  practice  of  taking  men  from  our  ships 
being  once  formally  renounced  by  Great  Britain, 
she  will,  in  point  of  fact,  never  recur  to  it  again. 
If  the  intention  of  Lord  Castlereagh  was  that 
this  right  of  dissolving  the  compact  oy  a  notice 
of  three  or  six  months  should  apply  only  to  the 
article  against  impressment,  its  acceptance  is  ob- 
jectionable on  other  gronnds.    The  engagement 
to  exclude  all  British  seamen  from  our  sea  ser- 
Tice  .will  operate,  immediately  from  its  com- 
mehcement,  with  some  inconvenience  to  our 
merchants.    Bince  the  peace  and  the  dispersion 
of  the  vast  tiumber  of  seamen  disbanded  from  the 
British  nary,  there  are.  no  doubt,  considerable 
numbers  of  them  who  have  found  employment 
on  board  of  oar  vessels,  and  their  exclusion  from 
them  will  not  be  accomplished  without  some  in- 
eonvenfence.    The  effect  of  the  stipulation  of 
Great  Britarn  to  take  no  men  from  our  vessels  is 
remote,  and  contingent  upon  the  event  of  her 
being  engaged  in  a  maritime  war  with  other 
Powers:  the  onerous  part  of  the  engagement  is, 
therefore,  to  us  immediate  and  certain ;  the  bene- 
fit to  be  derived  from  it  distant  and  eventual.    If 
to  this  apparent  inequality  should  be  added  a 
power  reserved  by  Great  Britain  to  cancel  the 
bargain  by  a  simple  notice  of  three  or  six  months, 
we  could  scarcely  consider  it  as  a  conrract.    It 
Would  be  a  positive  concession  and  sacrifice,  on 
our  part,  for  the  mere  chance  of  a  future  equiva- 
lent for  it,  altogether  dependent  upon  the  will  of 
the  other  party.    The  alternatives  now  proposed, 
it  is  hopeci,  will  answer  the  purposes  intended  by 
the  expedient  soggested  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
without  being  equally  liable  to  the  difficulties 
which  arrest  oar  assent  to  it  otherwise  than  as 
thus  modified.    It  would  also  be  desirable  that 
the  commencement  of  the  engagement  to  exclude 
British  seamen  should  be  postponed  for  some 
time,  (say  to  the  1st  of  October,  1820,)  that  a 
sufficient  notice  may  be  given  to  the  merchants 
and  mariners  whose  interests  will  be  affected 
by  it. 

The  *econd  proposal  (that  British  officers  en* 
tering  our  merchant  vessels  for  purposes  war- 
ranted by  the  law  of  nations  shall  be  auihorixed 
2>  call  for  the  list  of  the  crew,  and,  if  they  should 
find  or  suspect  an  Englishman  to  be  on  board, 
toake  a  record  of  the  feet  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
monstrance to  the  Governpaeni  of  the  United 
Btates^  is,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  still  more 
objeettonable.  in  the  first  place,  the  distrust 
which  it  implies  that  the  laws  for  excluding  Bri- 


tish seamen  will,  though  stipulated,  not  be  lir^ 
folly  execatedi  is  not  warranted  bj  anf  eipd 
ence,  nor  can  this  Gorvemment  |ive  coDototso 
to  it  by  assenting  to  any  stiptilation  which v»j 
be  considered  as  resulting  from  it.  If  iheUaiia 
States  bind  themselves  to  this  exclQsioD,tl)eyfL 
sincerely  and  faithfully  carry  it  into  ezeeiiiis 
It  was  not  expressly  asked  by  Lord  Casdmsji 
in  his  proposal,  as  reported  bjMr.  Rosli,tlii(Ui 
officer.  In  calling  for  the  shipping  piper,  $k'£J 
also  have  the  power  of  mustering  the  crev.'i 
examine  them  by  comparison  with  i&e  ^\  te 
as  the  mere  view  of  the  list  would  be  useless  02 
less  coupled  with  that  power,  we  coosk!  it  ai 
having  been  intended  to  be  included  is  ibc  pt& 
posal;  and  this  very  inspection  of  tbecrevsd 
our  vessels  by  a  foreign  officer  his  been  \i^ 
among  the  most  insulting  and  grievous  101^' 
tions  of  the  practice  of  impressment,  mx^ 
this,  the  tendency  of  such  an  examioaiiooiieT^n 
single  instance  would  be,  to  produce  alteretua 
between  the  British  officer  and  the  codudu^ 
of  the  American  vessel.  If  the  officer  sboaU^ 
authorized  to  make  a  record  of  his  sospicioofC^ 
master,  on  his  side,  and  the  suspected  scaffiR 
must  of  course  have  the  privilege  of  oaiifl^^B^ 
counter-record;  and  as  there  woaU  be  no  |ri» 
nal  to  judge  between  them,  the  probibleulunii 
result  could  be  no  other  than  thatofexeaiDgi^ 
tation  between  the  two  nations,  and  fncboos^ 
cussions  between  the  Governments. 

If  the  engagement  to  exclude  Britisb  ^ 
from  our  service  should  fail  of  being  eittoi^'  w 
an  extent  worthy  of  the  slightest  aiieotin^!  tn 
British  Government,  they  could  not  avoid  wi^ 
notice  of  it,  by  proofs  more  effectual  apdista 
abundant  than  could  be  furnished  by  iiiis^'|;;^ 
scrutiny.  A  failure  of  execution  ooo'^^if'.;; 
any  such  extent  would  give  them  not  ob.t-'- 
right  of  remonstrating  to  ours,  but  eren  m^u 
celling  their  obligation  within  a  lapse  oi>^^ 
which  must  guard  them  against  the  dn^^' 


any  material  national  injury.  We  h»«% 
leal  coofideace  that,  if  the  eogagemeot »  ^ 
sides  be   once   contracted.  Great  Briiuj^.^^^ 


thenceforward,  have  no  lawful  or  e^«fj    u 
mcMivie  either  for  wishiac  it  eaoceUed,"^ 


inspecting  the  crews  of  our  vessels  io  ^^ 


men. 


BUtvTrmit. 


The  President  desires  that  you  would  ^ 
known  to  the  British  Government  his  se^*'*^ 
to  the  friendly  spirit  of  confidence  witn^ 
the  treaties  lately  contracted  by  ^'^  jjii 
with  S|)liin,  Portugal,  and  the  Netber»^J^^ 

the  legislative  measures  of  ^^^^"^^^^^vM 
upon  them,  have  beencommoaicated^o/jgu, 
erament,  and  the  invitation  to  the  Un»^^y 
to  join  in  the  same,  or  similar  wranjretne  -'ji 
been  given.  He  wishes  you,  ^^9k^Y^^ 
strongest  assurances  that  the  »<>^^^'^"JLcoi 
United  States  for  the  accomplrshmeDtvi  "> ,  ^ 
mon  object— the  total  and  nnal  «bolitio°  j 
odious  traffic— continues  with  all  ^^^.^^^ 
which  has  so  long  and  so  steadily  ai^''''* 


mi 
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the  coarse  of  their  policy  io  relatioa  to  it.  An 
m  erideoce  of  this  earneatneas,  he  requests  you 
.0  commuQicate  to  tbem  a  eopy  of  the  act  of  uoDr 
rress  of  the  last  session,  in  addition  to  the  act  of 
1807.  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
he  VTaited  Sutea,  (acts  of  the  last  session,  chap*- 
er  86,  page  81J  and  to  declare  the  readiness  of 
his  Qoveroment,  within  their  Constitational 
powers,  to  adopt  any  further  meiisares  which  ex- 
perience mgy  prove  to  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  so  desirable  an  end. 

But  you  will  observe  that,  in  examining  the 
)royisions  of  the  treaties  conununioated  by  Lord 
Ilasdereagh,  ajl  their  essential  articles  appear 
0  be  of  a  character  not  adaptable  to  the  insti* 
Qtions  or  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United 
States. 

The  power  agreed  to  be  reciprocally  given  to 
officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party  to  e»» 
er,  search,  capture,  and  carrv  into  port  for  adju- 
lication,  tne  merchant  vessels  of  the  other,  bow- 
iver  qualified  ftnd  restricted,  is  moat  essentially 
ionnected  with  the  institution,  by  each  treaty,  of 
wo  mixed  Courts^  one  of  which  to  reside  in  the 
xteraal  or  colonial  possessions  of  each  of  the 
wo  parties,  reapectively.  This  part  of  the  sys* 
em  IS  indispensable  to  give  it  that  character  of 
eciprocity,  without  which  the  right  granted  to 
lie  armed  ships  of  one  nation  to  search  the  taer* 
haat  vessels  of  another,  would  he  rather  a  mark 
f  vaasalage  than  of  independence.  But  to  this 
»art  of  the  systen^  the  United  States,  having  no 
olonies  either  on  the  coast  of  Africf  oi  in  th^ 
Vest  Indiesy  cannot  give  effect* 

You  will  add  that,  Dy  the  Constitcuion  of  the 
Jnlted  ScatesL  it  is  provided  that  the  judicial 
fower  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  a 
upreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
congress  may,  from  lime  to  time,  ordain  and  ea* 
fthlish.  It  provides  that  the  judges  of  these 
ourts  shall  hold  (heir  offices  during  good  beha" 
inr,  and  that  they  shall  be  removable  by  im'* 
^eachmtnt  an4  conviction  of  crimes  or  misde* 
aeaoors.  There  may  be  some  donbt  whether 
he  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
hales  is  competent  to  institute  a  court  for  carry* 
Dg  into  execution  their  penal  statutes  beyond  the 
Cerritories  of  the  United  SMlte8r-*«  coi^rt  oowusu 
Qg  partly  of  foreign  judges,  npt  ameaaUe  to  im« 
»eachnpent  for  corruption,  a^d  deciding  upen  the 
tatutes  of  the  United  Stales  without  iipipeal. 

That  the  disposal  of  the  negroes  found  on 
loard  the  slave^trading  vessels  which  might  be 
fondemned  by  the  sentence  of  these  mixed  eourtu, 
AAnot  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  United  Statesf 
'or,  if  the  slaves  of  a  vessel  condemned  by  the 
nixed  court  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  Qov* 
irnment  of  the  United  States  as  free  men,  they 
sould  not,  but  by  th^ir  own  consent,  ^  employed 
u  servants  or  free  laborers.  The  condition  of 
Lbe  blacks  being,  in  this  Union,  regelated  by  the 
muaicipal  laws  of  the  separate  Slates,  th^  C3ov« 
Brnment  of  the  United  Slates  can  aeithei  guar- 
ftQly  their  liberty  in  the  Stales  whc'c  they  could 
only  be  received  as  slaves,  9or  c4>»lrol  them  in  th9 
Stales  where  they  would  berec^nised  a«  free. 


That  the  admission  of  a  right  ia  the  officers  of 
foreign  ships  of  war  to  enter  and  search  the  vea* 
sels  of  the  Uivited  Sutes  in  time  of  neace,  tmder 
any  circumstances  whatever,  wonld  meet  with 
universal  repugnance  in  the  public  opinion  of 
this  country.  That  there  would  be  no  prospect 
of  a  ratification,  hy  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  any  stipulation  of  that  nature.  That 
the  search  by  ibreiga  officers,  even  in  time  of 
war,  ie  so  ohnoxious  to  the  feelings  and  recoUec- 
lions  of  this  eoontrj,  (hat  nothing  could  reoonaiie 
them  to  the  extension  of  it,  however  qualified  or 
restricted  to  a  time  of  peace.  And  that  it  would 
be  viewed  in  a  still  more  aggravated  lights  if,  as 
in  the  treaty  with  the  Netherlands,  connected 
with  a  formal  admission  that  even  ve9se)s  und#r 
convoy  of  shipa  of  war  of  their  own  nation 
should  be  liable  to  search  by  the  ships  of  war  of 
anothei. 

Tou  willt  therefore,  expnes  the  regret  of  the 
Prdsident  that  the  atjpolations  in  the  treaties  com*' 
municaied  by  Lord  Caatlereagh  ate  of  a  charao" 
ler  to  which  the  peculiar  siination  nnd  institu* 
lions  of  the  United  Sutes  do  not  permit  them  to 
accede.  The  Ck^nsiitulional  objection  may  be  the 
more  readily  understood  by  the  British  Cabinel| 
if  they  are  reminded  that  it  was  an  obstacle  pro- 
ceeding from  the  same  principle  which  prereiiced 
Of  eat  Britein  from  becoming,  formally}  a  parCf 
to  the  Holy  Alliance;  neither  can  they  be  at  a 
lose  to  peroeive  the  embarrassment  under  which 
we  should  be  placed,  by  receiving  eargoea  of  Ai* 
rican  negroet,  and  be  bound  at  once  to  guaranty 
their  liberty,  and  to  eipploy  them  as  eervanta* 
Whether  they  will  be  as  ready  to  enter  into  out 
feelings,  with  regard  to  the  search^  by  foreign 
navy  lieutenants,  of  vemels  under  convoy  of  our 
own  naval  coouvuinders,  is,  perhapsi  of  no  9i4t#« 
rial  importance.  The  other  reacons  are  pre* 
sumed  to  be  amply  sufficient  to  convince  them 
that  the  motives  for  declining  thi^  overture  ana 
compatible  with  on  earnest  wish  that  the  measr 
ures  concerted  by  these  treaties  may  prove  auo* 
ceasful  ia  extirpating  that  root  of  numberieee 
evils^thc  traffic  in  kuman  blood ;  and  witJi  the 
determination  to  oo-operatei  to  the  utmost  oxteut 
of  our  powers,  in  this  great  viadicciioA  of  the 
sacred  nghte  of  humanity. 

JOHN  aUINCY  APAM8. 


nw 


ISaslraGt  of  a  letter  fnm  Mr.  Mush  to  ih$  SSscre* 

iary  ofStaU,  4ated 

Lmboh,  i>cc.  8, 18X8. 

The  despatch  of  the  ad  NoTcmber,  addressed 
to  Mf,  Qailatie  and  myself,  arrived  here  on  the 
6ih  instant. 

Of  the  subjects  to  which  it  velates,  via.,  im* 
pteaameni  and  the  slave  trade,  the  departfi^nt 
will  have  been  long  since  informed  br  our  joint 
communicaiione  that  only  the  former  had  a  pl^cc 
in  the  late  negotiation.  As  we  came  to  no  apct- 
ment  on  it,  I  am  happy  lo  ^hink  thai  none  of  the 
expeciationaof  the  President  will  have  been  de- 
parted from.  U  will  also  have  been  seea  taali 
had  this  despatch  reached  us  before  the  n^gouir 
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tion  closed,  althoofh  it  woald  hsTe  ai&cted  oor 
eondact  on  one  of  Ibe  points,  the  result  wonld 
IwTe  been  the  same.  I  desipi  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  it  to  Paris  for  Mr.  Gallatin's  information. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Ru§h, 

dated 

Dkpabtmbht  op  Stati, 

WaMngUm,  Dee.  1, 181& 

Tour  despatches  to  No.  S6,  inclasire,  hare 
"been  received  at  this  office.  Of  the  various  sub- 
jects to  which  they  relate,  and  which  appear  to 
require  particular  notice,'!  propose  now  to  take 
a  review,  according  to  the  successive  order  of 
their  dates. 

The  first  is  No.  22,  dated  19th  Jone.  and  en- 
closing yoor  correspondence  with  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  relative  to  a  passage  in  a  printed  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Represeotative|  of 
the  United  States  to  that  bodv,  mentioning  the 
rejection  by  the  President  or  the  four  articles 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  British  Qovern- 
ment  as  additions  to  the  commercial  convention 
of  3d  July,  1816,  and  approving  that  rejection, 
upon  an  idea  entertained  by  the  committee  that 
the  fourth  of  those  articles  would  have  interfered 
with  the  settled  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  Indians  within  their  limits.  This 
remark  of  the  committee  appears  to  have  affected 
the  sensibility  of  the  British  Cabinet  upon  two 
grounds :  first,  as  they  considered  that  the  rejec* 
tion  of  those  articles  had  not  been  previously 
commonicated  to  them  i  and,  secondly,  because 
they  thought  the  article  in  question  did  not  bear 
the  construction,  and  thev  explicitly  disclaimed 
the  intention  that  it  should  bear  such  a  construe* 
tion  as  the  committee  of  Congress  had  thought 
apnlicable  to  it. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  explanation 
which  ensued  between  you  and  Lord  Castlereagb 
appears  to  have  placed  it  in  the  proper  point  of 
Tiew.  The  articles  had  been  presented  to  yoor 
predecessor  ae  embracing  the  utmost  extent  which 
the  British  Government  would  consent  to  give 
to  our  commercial  intercourse  with  their  colonial 
possessions  in  this  hemisphere.  Before  your  de- 
parture from  this  country,  the  President  had 
made  op  his  mind  not  to  accept  them,  and  your 
instructions  had  autborlied  you  to  make  this  de- 
termination known  to  the  JBriiish  Gfovernment 
in  the  manner  which  it  was  supposed  would  be 
most  friendly  and  conciliatory.  The  articles  had 
been  delivered  without  any  accompanying  docu- 
ment, note,  or  commentary;  an^  as*it  was  not 
believed  here  that  they  could,  under  any  modifi- 
cation, be  made  the  basis  of  an  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,-  upon  the  subject  to 
which  they  relate,  and  as  it  was  given  us  expli* 
citly  to  understand  that  Great  Briuin  could  con- 
cede nothing  more  of  relaxations  to  her  colonial 
and  navigation  system,  it  was  thought  useless  to 
enter  into  discussion,  of  which  there  was  no 
prospect  that  it  would  terminate  in  agreement, 
and  which  might  tend  to  irritation,  and  that  the 
most  inoffensive  manner  of  communicating  the 


non-aceepunee  of  the  articles  woold  be  Terfedlrf 
in  a  personal  interview  between  yourself  ui 
Lord  Castlereagb.  On  reference  to  your  nm 
of  your  first  conference  with  hioK  on  the  3l  tf 
January,  it  appears  that  the  part  of  yoor  inttm- 
tiotts  to  which  I  allude  was  then  executed;  latf 
that,  without  using  the  unaccommodating  gru 
of  YVj^ton,  you  communicated  to  him  the£r 
position  of  the  President,  with  regmrd  to  the  foa 
articles,  in  a  manner  altogether  coogeniai  to  tk 
spirit  of  that  formula  of  the  British  Coastinitiai 
by  which  the  dissent  of  the  Crow^n  is  ugni&ed  tc 
an  act  which  has  passed  both  Howsei  of  Par/is- 
mettt-*2e  Roi/  e^ameera.  There  iwas,  iaieed,  so 
little  of  ambiguity  in  the  intimations  gnta  Vy 
you  at  that  time,  that  when,  before  the  receipt  o[ 
your  despatch  No.  22,  Mr.  Bagot  came  to  we 
with  a  copy  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  note  to  peof 
29th  May,  which  had  been  sent  to  him,  I  ncsr- 
red  immediately  to  the  file  of  yoor  despstete, 
and  read  to  him  that  part  of  your  report  of  wW 
passed  between  you  and  Lord  Cnstleresgk  st 
your  conference  on  the  3d  of  January;  obserrisf 
to  him  that  I  had  little  imagined,  alter  that  ih- 
closure  of  ihe  President's  sentiments  eoBcerais{ 
the  four  articles,  that  the  British  Qovenimat 
would  have  expected  any  further  reference  ts 
them  on  the  part  of  the  United  Suies. 

A  copy  of  the  four  articles  was  furatshed  ts 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represeatatire 
charged  with  the  duly  of  reportine  to  the  Home 
upon  the  state  of  the  commercial  relatioos  Iv- 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  Britisk  Wat 
Indies.    That  committee  drew  their  owscoacio- 
sions  upon  the  probable  operation  of  the  uuclcs,  | 
and  particularlv  of  the  fourth.    They  weiecwa- 
municated  to  them  without  comment  on  the  put 
of  the  Bxecutive.    Thev  knew  the  articles  bal 
not  been  accepted,  but  tne  reasons  of  the  scs- 
acceptance  had  not  been  stated  to  them.   Its 
true  that  the  article  was  the  same  iirhich.  si  tks 
negotiation  of  the  commercial  conTention  of  h- 
ly,  1815,  had  been  offered  by  the  British  Pleaipth 
tentiaries ;  that  the  objection  to  it,  now  vofgaiei 
by  the  committee,  had,  at  that  time,  been  sreeed 
by  those  of  the  United  States;  that  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  did  then  disclaim  the  iatesiVoa 
of  giving  it  a  construction  which  iwoald  iBpart 
the  admission  of  British  traders  to  any  intereoaise 
with  Indians  within  the  territories  of  the  Uoitei 
States,  and  did  offer  to  introduce  into  the  artie^ 
any  words  which  might  be  necessary  to  guariu 
against  that  construction;  and  that  the  artck 
was  then  finally  declined  upon  another  grocsd. 
But  the  same  reason  for  declining  it  still  sot»isKs, 
and  is  now  as  operative  as  it  was  in  1815;  tsi 
if  it  did  not  occur  to  the  committee,  it  was  be- 
cause the  other,  being  more  obvious  upon  the 
face  of  the  article  as  presented  to  them,  doubtless 
struck  them  more  forcibly,  as  of  itself  decisive, 
and  needing  no  further  notice  of  objections  less 
important,  though  not  less  insuperable. 

In  the  negotiation  with  which  you  are  aow 
ooeupied,  for  the  renewal  and  extensiott  of  that 
compact,  we  have  not  altogether  nbandoocd  the 
hope  that  the  British  Cabinet  will  ultimately 
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sonecde  aomtMng  f«itlier  of  priaeiple;  ao4,  if 
Lhis  arliele  ihoald  be  diteiwsed  in  your  confer- 
ences, thai  tbejr  will  eontenc  to  remove  ilie  other 
feature  of  ezclosioa  from  it,  which  still  renders 
c  iDadmissible.  Yoar  powers  will  enable  yon 
o  agree  to  it  with  such  modifications  as  may  di- 
rest it  both  of  the  exceptionable  constraotion 
Jisclaimed,  and  of  the  restrictive  ezelosion  yet 
adhered  to  by  Great  Britain* 

77^  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Rueh, 

Dbpartmbnt  or  Stats, 

fVashington^  May  7, 1819. 

Sir:  From  the  documents  transmitted  by  Mr. 
jVallatin  and  you,  relating  to  the  negotiation  of 
he  commercial  convention  of  20th  October  last, 
C  appears— 

That,  at  the  third  conference, a  draught  of  two 
Lr tides  was  proposed  by  the  American  Plenipo- 
entiaries  for  regulating  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States^  and,  1,  the 
Sritisb  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  2,  the 
irovioces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
D  N^ortb  America. 

That,  at  the  ilfth  conference,  the  British  Plen- 
potentiaries  offered  the  counter-projet  of  an  ar- 
icle  for  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick; 
LKid,  at  the  eiahth  conference,  an  article  for  that 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
ad  ies. 

That,  in  presenting  this  last  article,  they  stated 
bat  they  could  not  consent  to  sif^n  an  aciicle 
ipon  that  subject  unless  the  American  Plenipo- 
eatiaries  would  accede,  in  substance,  to  the  artt- 
ile  proposed  at  the  fifth  conference  concerning 
^ova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  to  an  ar- 
icie  proposed  by  the  British  Government  on  the 
I9tb  of  March,  1817,  concerning  the  trade  be- 
ween  the  United  States  and  the  island  of  Ber- 
nuda« 

And  that  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  not 
eeling  themselves  authorized  by  their  instruc- 
ions  to  sign  the  West  India  article  as  proposed 
)y  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  agreed  to  take 
he  whole  question  ad  referendum  to  their  Gov- 
irnvnent. 

Iq  comparing  the  West  India  article,  proposed 
[>y  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  third 
sooference,  with  that  offered  by  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  the  eighth,  it  appears^ 

1.  That,  in  the  American  projet,  the  ports  in 
the  West  Indies  proposed  to  be  opened  to  Ameri- 
can shipping  are  specifically  named ;  while,  in 
the  British  projet,  they  are  only  designated  as 
ihe  ports  which  shall  be  open  to  the  vessels  of 
ftoy  other  foreign  Power  or  State.  It  is  observed. 
La  your  joint  letter  of  20th  October,  that  these 
ports  are  the  same  as  those  proposed  by  the  Ame- 
rican projet,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Christo- 
Sher's,  St.  LuciiL  Demarara,  Essequibo,  and  Ber- 
iee ;  but  the  difference  between  the  two  draughts 
U  otherwise  material ;  for^  if  the  ports  were  spe- 
cifically named,  the  privilege  or  admission  to 
them  would  .be  positive,  and  not  revocable  at  the 


pleasmra  of  Gfcat  Britain ;  but  if  passing  andar 
the  ceneral  desoription,  it  might  at  any  time  be 
revoked  merely  by  prohibiting  the  admission  to 
anv  other  foreign  vessels. 

2.  That,  in  the  American  projet,  the  artielee 
of  naval  stores,  provisions,  and  lumber,  in  gene- 
ral terms,  are  among  those  stipulated  for  admia* 
sion ;  while,  in  the  British  counter-projet.  the 
naval  stores  are  restricted  to  piteh,  tar^  ana  tur* 
pentine;  the  lumber  to  staves,  headings,  and 
shingles;  and  from  the  article  of  provisions  are 
excepted  salted  provisions  of  every  description* 
The  American  article  provides  for  the  liberty  of 
importing  other  articles  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manutacture  of  the  United  States,  and  the  im« 
portation  of  which  shall  not  be  entirely  prohib- 
ited from  every  other  place  whatever.  The 
British  article  narrows  the  limitation  to  articles 
not  prohibited  from  every  other  foreign  place,  so 
that  it  would  reject  articles  which  might,  at  the 
same  time,  be  imported  from  the  British  eoloniee 
in  North  America* 

3.  That  the  American  projet  provides  for  the 
liberty  of  exporting  molasses  and  salt,  (omitting 
rum,)  and  sugar  and  coffee,  to  the  amount  of  ono> 
fourth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  and  other 
articles,  the  exportation  of  which  to  otaer  foreign 
countries  is  not  entirely  prohibited^  The  British 
projet,  adding  the  article  of  rum,  denies  those  ol 
coffee  and  suaar,  and  allows  only  the  exportation 
of  other  articles  not  prohibited  to  be  exported  ta 
other  foreign  countries  in  foreign  vessels ;  so  that 
articles  allowed  to  be  exported  to  other  foreign 
countries  in  British  vessels  would  still  be  prohib- 
ited from  exportation  in  vessels  of  the  united 
States. 

These  differences,  so  important  in  themselvec, 
became  still  farther  aggravated  by  a  comparisoa 
between  the  two  articles  for  regnlating  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  Slates  and  the  British 
North  American  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  respectively  connected  with  the 
West  India  trade  article.  The  American  propo- 
sal is,  that  the  vessels  of  both  nations  should  ba 
allowed  to  export  from  the  United  States  into 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  the  same  arti- 
cles, the  importation  of  which  should  be  allowa« 
ble  by  the  West  India  article  into  the  West  In- 
dies in  American  vessels,  and  any  other  articles,- 
the  importation  of  which  from  every  other  com- 
trv  should  not  be  prohibited  j  and  that  the  vessels 
of  both  nations  should  have  liberty  tu  import 
from  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  into  the 
United  States,  gypsam  and  grindstones,  and  any 
other  article  toe  growth,  prodace,  or  manufactura . 
of  those  provinces,  the  importation  of  which  inta 
the  United  States  from  every  other  foreign  coan« 
try  shall  not  be  prohibited. 

The  British  proposal  is,  that  the  vessels  of 
both  nations  should  be  allowed  to  eiport  from 
the  United  States  into  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  not  only  the  same  articles  to  be  ad- 
mitted b]r  the  direct  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  but 
the  additional  articles  of  scantling,  planks,  hoop^ 
fruits,  and  seeds,  with  a  specific  enumeration  of 
grain  and  breadstuffs  instead  of  provisions  y  and 
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il»t  tlie  TMwIs  of  boih  DtitoBs  shoals  b«  alt^irtd 
to  import  from  No?a  8eotiaMidN«w  BroMfwiak 
iato  tde  United  Sutes,  not  oolf  fy^om,  grind- 
-Btouea,  and  any  other  articles,  tlia  groin b,  pro^ 
itoee,  or  laanofiietara  of  tbo  said  pfoviaoes,  Irat 
also  anjr  produca  or  oMDufactiire  of  aay  part  of 
His  BritaDDic  Majesty's  domiaioas,  the  lasporta- 
tloii  of  which  into  the  Uoited  States  shall  act 
be  entirely  prohibited. 

To  compfete  this  review,  we  are  to  compare 
the  proposals  of  the  two  parties  in  relation  to  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  island 
of  Bermoda. 

The  American  proposal  is  to  inclade  it  in  the 
Wmt  India  trade  article,  and  thereby  place  it  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  West  India 
i^ads. 

The  British  article  of  19lh  March.  1817,  pro* 
posed  that  the  vessels  of  both  nations  shoirid  be 
allowed  to  import  from  the  United  States  into 
the  isknd  of  Bermuda,  not  only  the  articles  pro- 
poaed  by  the  British  West  India  article  to  be  ad- 
missible in  the  West  Indies,  bat  hemp,  flax, 
«asts^  yards,  bowsprits,  plank,  timber,  and  lum- 
bet  of  any  sort,  breadstiilneaomerated,  aad  arain 
of  miy  sort,  of  the  growth  or  prodoctiott  of  the 
United  Slates ;  and  that  they  shoald  be  allowed 
to  export  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States  any 
tfsods  or  commodities  wbatsoerer,  exportable  by 
law  frooi  the  British  West  Indies  to  any  foreign 
oiUnMy  ia  Barope ;  aad,  also,  sugar,  molasses, 
coffee,  cocoa-oats,  ffi^eti  and  pimento,  and  au 
geoda  of  British  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture. 

The  views  of  the  British  Gtoreroment,  in  these 
coaneeted  proposals,  are  elacidatcd  br  the  right 
which,  in  the  West  India  trade  article,  they  in- 
sial  a]»Mi  reserving,  to  impose  higher  duties  upon 
aM  artickes  so  importable  from  the  United  States 
to  the  West  Indies,  than  upon  all  similar  articles 
wliea  imported  from  any  of  His  Majesty's  4^ 
itaiiriooe,  aad  bein^  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
maauMature  of  His  Majesty's  possessioas;  and, 
by  the  statameot  of  the  firtti^  Plenipotentiaries, 
at  the  eiahth  conference,  as  entered  upon  the 
pttttoeol,  UMt  they  could  not  sign  any  article  coa- 
oevakig  the  direct  trade  between  the  United 
Statea  and  the  West  ladies,  unless  with  their 
paoposed  articles  concerning  the  intercoarse  of 
the  United  Statca  with  Nova  Seotia  and  New 
BiiMwick,  and  with  the  islaad  of  Bermuda. 

No  objection  will,  on  our  part,  be  made  to  the 
eac^ptioa  of  the  articles  proposed  by  the  British 
projet  to  be  excluded  entirely  from  the  trade, 
nauMly,  salted  provisions  of  every  deseriptaon, 
although  their  probable  value  is  eqaal  to  one- 
third  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  exports  to  the 
West  Indies;  but  it  cannot  be  disguised  that,  if 
the  three  articles,  taken  together,  would  not,  in 
their  immediate  operation,  secure  the  carrying  of 
the  whole  trade  in  British  shipping,  to  the  ex- 
cmton  of  that  of  the  United  Slates,  they  would 
at  least  leave  the  ultimate  operation  entirely  at 
the  discretion  of  the  British  Government,  who, 
hy  proportioning  the  difference  of  duties  upon  the 
articles  of  our  arowth,  produce,  or  manutaetore, 
and  upon  the  like  articles  of  the  produce,  growth,, 


ifeetora  of  dK  Briliah  aoaalMOBe,  to  the 
experieaee  of  their  nam  interest,  mmj  anaai » 
tlrsly  the  direct  importations,  aad  aeeura  the  eos- 
veyanee  of  the  whole  to  their  oam  abips.    Tbcf 
agreed,  iadeed,  fo  stipulate  that  the  4«cies  wfm 
the  direct  shall  not  be  other  or  hiebca  thaa  spa 
the  indirect  importations;  bnt  all  tbe  eSmd 
this  enga||eaaeat  is  demolished  bf  the  r^  it- 
served  of  imposing  higher  dutiea  o«  artidif  a 
our  growth,  produce,  or  maaufactare,  thso  Ufa 
like  articLst  of  ihcir  own ;  for,  aa  the  iadireet  jo- 
portations  would  be  exclusively  io  Bh'tisft  ves- 
sels, it  must  be  expected  that  all  artieksiDponed 
from  British  colonies  would  be  received  ti  Brit- 
ish produce,  arithout  scrvtiay  wick  regard  tstknr 
origin  ;  and  thus  the  produce  or  maiHilacttKi  of 
the  United  States,  imported  indinwciy  throifl 
Halifax,  St.  John's,  or  Bermuda,   would  k  »- 
ceired  as  of  British  produce  or  maB«lacfoR,B4 
less  imposed  thaa  the  same  articles  iapane4  di- 
rectly rrom  the  Uaited  States.  And  the  lesaul 
right  of  aggravatiag  the  duty  ofioo  the  Aictf 
importation  beiag  unlimited,  might  at  any  tiae 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  British  Oovemaieat.  k 
made  equivalent  to  a  total  prohihitMia;  while,  a 
the  same  time,  pur  power  of  eomterraiiiylegn- 
Ittion  would  be  locked  up  by  tl»e  terms  sf  tkt 
compact* 

With  the  convention  of  dOlh  Oecoher,  aH  tk 
documents  transmitted  by  you,  reiatiag  le  ck 
negotiation,  were  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Tb« 
relating  to  the  subject  of  this  suspended  utkk 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fore^H^ 
lations  of  that  body,  by  whom,  toarardb  tktim 
of  the  session,  a  eoafidential  report  aras  Bak;  i 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  The  shsit- 
ness  of  the  time  not  having  admitted  of  a  diKH- 
sioa  of  the  report,  it  was  referred  to  t%is  Defsif- 
ment ;  and  as  it  is  probable  timt,  vales  n 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  sabjeet  ean  bet^ 
feeted  before  the  next  winter  by  negotiatioa.  is 
measures  suggested  at  the  close  of  the  report, » 
essential  for  complMiog  the  experiaaant  of  m 
counteracting  system,  will  be  brooght  Ibrau^ii 
Congress,  the  rresident,.  always  prefimis^  dbe 
prhiciple  of  arraogeaorent  by  aa:iicikble  esspre- 
mise  to  the  cooAicf  of  adversary  lawa,  wishn  u 
make  aaother  effbrt  to  prevail  upon  the  Brio^ 
Cabinet  to  adjtMt  this  concern  by  imitual  cot- 
cession,  and  upon  terms  of  p^raetieal  r«eiprDciti. 

Ton  are,  therefore,  authoriaed  to  agree  %o  tvi 
additional  articles,  as  sapplemeatary  to  the  cs- 
vantion,  accenting  the  restricted  list  of  artidee 
proposed  by  tne  artiele  which  the  Brttiah  Pien- 
poteniiaries  offered  at  the  eighth  eanfetenoe,  sii 
submitting  to  the  exclusion  of  salted  ]»rovisio8& 
and  to  the  confined  list  of  naval  stovea  aad  Its* 
ber,  among  the  importable,  and  to  the  exclasioe 
of  sugar  and  cofiee  from  the  list  of  theexpmaiNe 
articles  in  American  vessels,  in  the  direct  timdc 
with  the  West  Indies;  bat  with  the  eonditioa 
that  the  list  of  importable  articles  to  the  W«< 
Indies  shaU  be  the  same  as  that  to  Bermuda  aad 
to  the  North  American  colonies ;  and  that  the 
exportable  articles  shall  be  confined  to  such  as 
art  of  the  growth^  produce,  or  aMtnufaeture  d 
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the  Britifh  West  ladiB  nui  North  AmerletB  col- 
allies^  and  that  no  other  or  higher  doiies  ehall  be 
peyaMe  oa  imporiacions  from  the  United  Sutes, 
direetly  or  iadiraet^,  thaa  on  eimilar  articlce 
imported  from  any  foreign  conntry,  or  from  nay 
of  the  Britieh  eoloniee  themeelfee. 

A  d^aght  of  two  ariielee  to  thie  eihot,  and 
form  rug  a  oomprMaifO  beeareen  the  anieles  pio^ 
posed  by  yen  at  the  thirds  and  those  otferea  by 
the  Briiuh  Pienipoteotiaries  al  the  fiHh  and 
eighth  ooiifere<Does,  ie  helvwith  eaekosed.  We 
cooseot,  by  this  proposal,  to  veetriet  the  list  of  av* 
tides  to  be  admitted  in  the  trade,  e^ea  as  the 
British  Cabinet  itself  desireai  but  w«  adhepe  to 
the  priacipia  that,  of  this  traffic,  thus  limited^  oor 
sbippiDg  «ball  barve  the  eiMfooe  of  oarryiag  its 
fair  proportion,  and  shall  stand  upon  equal  lerme 
of  competition  with  the  British  It  is  noc  in* 
tended  that  yon  should  be  coafiood  to  the  ketter 
of  this  drai]^f.  It  may  be  oao^ed  in  regard  to 
ibe  expressiovj  as  yoQ  think  pvaaer ;  and,  if  de- 
sired by  theBniish  OOTernmeot,  tbe  two  passsges 
taeluded  within  braekets  in  the  drauffbt  of  ttie 
irst  artiele  may  be  omitted.  But  yoa  WfU candidly 
itaie  to  Lord  Castlireagli,  that  our  ultimata  ob» 
jeet  of  particfpaiin|[  in  €he  navigation  of  this 
lecessary  trade  hairing  been  exphoitiy  avowed, 
nust  be  steadily  pursued;  that  we  may  deem  it 
nore  for  our  interest  to  leave  ii  on  the  footing  of 
ociproeal  mutual  regulation,  than  to  bind  our- 
relres  by  any  compaot,  the  result  of  which  must 
)e  to  disappoint  us  of  that  objeet  j  that  we  think 
b«  effect  of  the  tbree  artieles  deelaved  to  be  in* 
eparable  by  the  British  Pleatpoteotiariee,  would 
\t  to  deprive  us  even  of  the  portioti  of  the  earry* 
og  trade  which  wo  have  a^ady  seanred  by  our 
ixistiog  laws,  and  which  we  believe  We  can  foN 
her  secvre ;  and  that  it  is  far  better  for  the  har- 
nony  of  the  two  nations  to  avoid  any  bargain  in 
rhich  either  party,  after  agreeiag  to  it,  shall 
lave,  by  the  experieaoe  of  itseifeett  the  sentiment 
)f  having  been  overreaehed  brought  home  to  its 
touncils.  We  ask  for  no  such  engagement  on  the 
lart  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  too  much  een- 
Idence  in  tbe  wisdom  nnd  liberality  of  her  Gab* 
net  to  believe  that  they  would  mrish  to  obtain 
uch  an  enj^ement  from  vs.  At  every  step  of 
^untetacttng  regulation  that  we  have  taken,  or 
4iall  take,  ia  thn  concera,  we  proceed  wifb  re- 
uctance,  becaose  we  are  convinced  ii  might  be 
idjosted  more  to  the  mutual  interest  and  mutual 
iDderstandii»g  by  amicable  arrangement  than  by 
tount«rvailing  legislation.  But,  to  wliatever  ar« 
VDgement  we  may -subscribe,  we  are  convinced 
t  can  answer  no  aseful  purpose,  unless  it  shall 
M*ove  to  be  fbmded  on  the  reeiproctty  of  real  of- 
eets,  instetd  of  hinging  »i>on  that  of  words. 

Your  power  heretofore  given  is  considered  suf- 
icient  to  aathorive  yoa  lo  sign  two  additional 
irticies  of  the  substance  of  those  enclosed,  with 
my  person  or  persons  duly  auiborized  by  iheBrit- 
sh  Qoverament.  If  agreed  to,  they  may  be  de- 
glared  supplementary  to  those  of  the  convention 
>f  the  80th  of  October,  and  to  be  Of  the  same  du- 
ration. They  must,  of  coarse,  be  submitted  to 
ihe  sanation  of  4he  Senate  for  fatiftcation  befc. 


I  am,  itery  reapeetfully,  sir  your  neat  obadlaiit 
servant, 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Abt.  1.  The  vessels  of  the  Unttad  Stales  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  Hberty  to  import,  from 
any  of  tbe  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which 
any  foreian  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  into 
any  of  tie  following  ports,  namely:  Kmgstoo, 
Savannah  le  Mer,  Montego  bay,  Santa  Lueia, 
Antonio,  Saint  Anne,  FalmoiKh,  and  Ported  Afa* 
ria,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  San  Joseph,  in  the 
islaad  of  Trinidad;  Scarboroagli,  in  the  island  of 
Tobago;  Saint  Ckorge,  in  the  island  of  Qnmada; 
Kiagston)  in  the  island  of  Snint  Vincent ;  Bridge* 
town,  in  tha  island  of  Barbadaea;  Rosseaa  in  the 
ishmd  of  Domiaica ;  Sl  Joha's,  in  the  islaod  of 
Antigua;  IRoad  Harbor,  ia  the  island  of  Tortala; 
tbe  principal  port  of  Turk's  islaad ;  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence;  Pittstown,  in 
Crooked  islaad ;  and  the  prinoipal  port  of  tha 
island  of  Bermuda,  tobacoa,  pitch,  tar,  tarpaatine, 
staves,  headings,  saingles,  horses,  males,  poultry, 
live  stock,  and  provisioas  of  all  sorts,  (except 
salted  provisions  of  any  description,  whether 
meat,  fish,  or  butierj  sach  articles  beiag  cha 

SFowth,  prodtice,  or  manufacture  of  the  united 
mtes,  [and  any  other  articles  of  the  graarth, 
produee,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  ehaJI  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from 
every  other  foreign  country  or  fMce.]  And  the 
vessels  of  tfew  United  Slates  and  British  vessda 
shall  have  liberty  to  export,  from  any  of  tha  said 
ports  of  His  Brimnnic  Majestv's  donuaioaa,  to 
any  of  the  aforesaid  porta  of  the  United  States^ 
rum,  maiasses;  and  salt,  being  of  tbe  growthi 
produce,  or  maau&cture  of  any  of  the  abovo- 
mentioned  domink>ns,  [and  any  other  artieles  of 
the  said  growth,  produoe,  or  maan&ctnre,  tha 
exportation  of  which  to  any  other  foreign  comH 
try  or  place  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited.] 

The  veaaeb  of  either  party,  emploved  in  the 
trade  provided  for  by  this  article,  shall  be  admi^ 
ted  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as  above  mentioned, 
without  paying  any  other  or  higher  daties  or 
charges  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  bv 
the  vessels  of  such  other  party;  and  they  shaH 
have  liberty,  respectively,  to  touch,  during  the 
same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the  above-men* 
tioned  ports  of  the  other  party,  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  their  inward,  and  of  takiag  on  baaad 
their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  or  higher  dutim  ahall  be  paid  on  the 
importation  from  the  United  States  iaao  the  above* 
meationed  ports  of  the  J3ritish  colonies,  or  from 
the  said  ports  into  the  United  States,  of  any  of 
the  articles  importable  by  virtue  of  this  eonven« 
lion,  when  imported  in  the  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  nations,  thaa  when  imported  in  the  van* 
sels  of  the  other ;  nor  when  imported  directly  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  said  port^  or 
vice  vema,  than  when  imponed  in  a  circuitous 
manner.  No  other  or  higher  dnties  shall  be 
charged  upoo  any  of  the  above«men tioned  arti* 
des,  when  impormd  by  virtue  of  this  convemkm 
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into  the  Uoiied  8tate%  or  into  amy  of  the  ports 
aforesaid,  than  maf  be  charged  on  similar  articles 
when  imported  from  any  foreiga  eoantry  into  the 
United  States,  or  from  aoy  other  country  or  place 
irhataoerer  into  the  said  ports.  The  same  duties 
shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  shall  be  al* 
lowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  articles  which 
may,  by  virtue  of  this  article,  be  exported  from 
the  said  British  ports  to  the  Unitea  States,  or 
from  the  United  States  to  the  said  ports,  whether 
in  Tessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British 
Teteels. 

Abt.  2.  The  vessels  of  the  United  States  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to  export  from 
aoy  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which 
any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  to  the 
poru  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  St.  John's, 
m  New  Brunswick,  and  to  any  other  port  within 
the  said  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  to  which  vessels  of  any  other  foreign 
nation  shall  be  admitted,  any  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  Slates, 
which,  by  virtue  of  the  preceding  article,  is  im- 
portable from  the  United  States  into  the  British 
colonial  ports  therein  named,  and  upon  the  same 
tarms  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  duties  and 
charges ;  and  they  shall  have  liberty  to  import 
from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  within  the  pro* 
vinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bmnswiek,  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States, 
sypsnm  and  grindstones,  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  the  said  provinces,  and  any  other  arti- 
cles of  the  said  produce  or  manufacture,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  from  the  said  provinces,  and 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  United  States, 
to  or  from  any  other  foreign  country,  shall  not  be 
altogether  prohibited.  The  vessels  oi  either  party 
employed  in  this  trade,  shall  pay  no  other  or 
higner  duties  or  charjg;es  than  those  of  the  other. 
The  same  duties  of  importation  and  of  exporta- 
tion shall  be  paid  on  the  articles  imported  or  ex- 
Eorted  by  virtue  of  this  article,  and  the  same 
oonties  allowed  on  their  exportation,  whether 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British 
vessels. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Eush,  Envoy,  ^, 
at  Lomon^  to  Mr.  Adanu^  Secretary  of  StatCt 
dated 

LoN  noH,  June  14, 1810. 

I  was  honored,  on  the  8th  instant,  with  your 
despatch  No.  17,  of  the  7th  of  May. 

On  the  0th  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  to  request  an  interview,  that  I  might  pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  this  Qovernment,  without  los- 
ing any  time,  the  determinations  to  which  the 
President  had  come  on  the  important  subject  of 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  Indies.  His  Lordship  ap- 
pointed yesterday  for  me  to  wait  upon  him. 

I  commenced  with  calling  to  mind  the  point 
at  which  the  discussion  had  left  off  upon  this 
branch  of  the  negotiation  last  Autumn,  and  gave 
a  new  aaiurance  of  the  President's  earnest  desire 
to  see  this  trade  opened  upon  a  footing  of  entire 


and  liberal  rociproelfTv  valhar  thmn  atsad  saf 
longer  upon  the  conflict  of  arbkrary  Uvs^  li 
this  spirit  I  was  instmeted  to  offer  a  proiec,  wkkk 
bad  been  carefully  drawn  up  upcMi  ike  Imais  sf  s 
compromise  between  the  pretensiona  0f  the  mv 
parties,  and  which,  indeed,  would  be  foQnd  tohJi 
m  so  entirely  with  the  propositiooa  of  Qreat  Beit- 
ain,  in  some  respects^  and  to  BMke  atteh  aa  s^ 
proximation  to  them  in  others,  thnt  a  hc»pe  wn 
cherished  of  its  proving  acceptable. 

That,  in  particniari  it  would  be  found  io  adsp 
the  description  of  naval  stores  and  of  Jambefv  at 
articles  to  be  exported  from  the  United  Stafe& 
upon  which  the  Britbh  Pienipotcntiwitt  had 
themselves  insisted— confining  the  fomaertafiiek, 
tar,  and  turpentine,  and  the  latter  to  stavcs^hcsi- 
ings^  and  shingles,  contiary  to  the  more  ealsiped 
signification  whieh  it  bad  been  the  desire  «f  ike 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  ^ve  to  themitkit 
it  acquiesced  also  In  the  exclusion  of  all  aiui 
provisions,  including  the  important  article  of  %ak: 
that  it«  moreover,  came  whollf  into  cIm  Bhtidt 
views,  in  consenting  to  the  exelnsion  of  sonar  wd 
coffee  as  articles  to  be  imported  into  theUoitk 
States  from  the  British  West  Indiea;  it  being  m- 
derstood  that  the  above  traffic  wna  to  he  opeoed 
upon  equal  terms,  in  all  respects,  to  Ameriean 
and  British  vessels. 

In  return  for  such  an  accommodaiMn  to  ik 
colonial  views  of  Great  Britain,  the  projetaskedl 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  list  of  nrticto  cxpoif- 
able  from  the  United  States  to  the  West  Isto 
should  be  the  same  as  to  Bermuda,  and  ft  the 
British  North  American  colonies ;  that  ik  irti- 
cies  exportable  to  the  Unitad  Statea  shooU  be 
confined  to  such  as  were  of  the  growth,  prsdaee, 
or  manufacture  of  the  above  islands  or  ccrioaics; 
and  that  the  same  duties,  and  no  more,  shoaUk 
payable  on  importations  from  the  United  Sum 
into  the  West  Indies,  whether  the  articles  vca 
brought  directly  or  indirectly,  as  on  aimiiar  im- 
cles  imported  into  the  West  indies  from  any  icn' 
eign  couotry,  or  from  an^  of  the  British  colosics. 

With  this  outline  of  its  contents,  I  hiuM» 
copy  of  the  projet  which  came  enclosed  is  yosr 
despatch  to  his  Lordship.  The  diaeassioBi  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Goma* 
menta  having  recently  been  so  ample  oo  thensi- 
ters  which  it  embraces,  I  thought  that  nothiag  wn 
likely  to  be  gained  by  my  leaving  room  for  ike 
possible  hope  that  any  of  its  essential  prorisiflv 
would  be  departed  from.  Accordinjrif ,  I  Aeemd 
it  best  to  say  with  candor,  in  the  nrst  instasH, 
that  as  it  was  o&red,  so  was  it  to  be  taken ;  w 
that  my  present  instructions  would  admit  o[  lo 
deviations,  unless  on  pointa  verbal,  or  otherwia 
immaterial.  I  shall  bear  in  mind  that  the  pam  | 
within  crotchets  may  be  omitted.  His  IjorMJ^ 
received  it  with  an  assurance  that  a  full  and  ess- 
did  consideration  wonld  be  given  to  iu  Ths 
pressure  of  Parliamentary  business  might,  be 
said,  delay  an  attention  to  it  for  some  weeks,  bat 
that  at  as  early  a  day  aa  was  practicable  it  voald 
be  taken  op.    I  replied,  that  I  believed  thst  the 

Sreat  object  would  be  attained  on  our  side  if  a 
eoision  were  commonieatod  to  me  ia  fall  time 
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the  Brhifh  W#6t  Iddm  «nd  Nertli  Amerletm  ctol- 
OBies;  and  that  no  otilvr  or  kigher  dalles  iihall  be 
ptyabte  oa  haportacioDs  from  tfat  UniM  Sutas, 
directly  or  iadireetly,  tbaa  on  similar  anielca 
imported  from  any  foreigo  coaatry,  or  fimn  aay 
of  the  Bricieh  eolooiee  HiemselreB. 

A  draagfec  of  two  ariiedee  to  this  eAet,  and 
forming  a  eomprMnif(e  betwaea  tbe  aiateftet  pro- 
poeed  bf  yea  «t  the  tbird^  aad  those  otferea  by 
the  British  Plenipoteotiaries  at  the  filth  aad 
eighth  eo»lere<Decs,  ie  hel^wlth  eaeloeed*  We 
cooseoc,  hy  tbit  propoeail,  to  reetriet  the  list  of  av* 
tieles  to  be  admitted  in  the  tmde,  OFeD  ae  tile 
British  Cabinet  itself  detiree;  but  we  adbepe  to 
the  prraeipte  that,  of  tbit  traffic,  tboe  limited,  oor 
sfaippiDg  shall  b«Te  the  cbafooe  of  carrymg  ite 
fair  proportion,  and  shall  stand  opon  equal  lerme 
of  eompetitien  witb  the  Britisb.  It  is  not  in- 
tended that  ton  aboold  be  eoafioed  to  cbe  kMter 
cf  tbit  diaiigbt.  I^  may  be  oao^ed  in  regard  to 
tbe  exprefisioaj  no  yoQ  think  peewer ;  and,  rf  de- 
sired bf  theBmtsh  GoTernmeDt,  tbe  two  passages 
iseloded  witbin  braeketa  in  tbe  draoghi  of  tbe 
first  article  may  be  omitted.  Botyoa  willcandldly 
state  to  Lord  Caatlereagli,  that  oar  ultimate  ob» 
jeet  of  paTticipatiii|[  in  tbe  naft^ation  of  ibis 
oeeesaary  trade  hariag  been  explioitly  aTowed, 
most  be  steadily  porsoed;  that  we  may  deem  it 
more  for  onr  iataresi  to  leave  if  on  the  fbotiog  of 
reeiproeal  ttmtoal  regaiation,  than  to  bind  oar- 
selres  by  any  eompaot,  the  resnlt  of  which  mast 
be  to  disappoint  us  of  that  objeet;  that  we  think 
the  effect  <»  the  three  artieles  deelatfed  to  be  in- 
separable by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  would 
be  to  deprire  tis  «yen  of  the  porttoti  of  the  earry- 
iof  trade  which  we  have  aWeady  seaared  by  oar 
extttieg  laws,  and  which  we  belieTO  tee  ean  foN 
ther  seeare ;  and  that  it  is  far  better  for  fbe  bar- 
mooy  of  tbe  two  nations  to  aroid  atiy  bargain  in 
whieh  either  party,  after  agreeiag  to  it,  shall 
hare,  by  the  experieaoe  of  its  effect,  the  sentiment 
of  bariag  been  orerreaehed  brought  home  to  its 
eooBcils.  We  ask  for  no  such  engagement  on  tbe 
jnrt  of  Gieat  Britain.  We  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  tbe  wfodom  and  liberality  of  her  Cab- 
inet to  believe  that  they  would  #isb  to  obtain 
such  an  ea|ageiiient  ftom  us.  At  every  step  of 
connteractiag  regulation  that  we  have  lakea,  or 
shall  take,  ia  this  concern,  we  proceed  witb  re« 
luctanee,  beeaoee  we  aie  convinced  it  might  be 
adJDsied  more  to  tbe  mutual  interest  and  mutual 
uodersttiading  by  amicable  arrangement  than  by 
Gouotervailing  l^islation.  But,  to  wbatever  ar« 
raogement  we  may  subscribe,  are  are  convinced 
it  ean  answer  no  useful  purpose,  unless  it  shall 
prove  to  be  founded  on  tbe  reciproctnr  of  real  ef- 
feeic,  instead  of  hinging  ui>on  that  of  words. 

Your  power  heretofore  given  is  considered  sof- 
&eieDt  to  autberiKe  yon  to  sign  two  additional 
articles  of  tbe  substance  of  those  enclosed,  with 
toy  person  or  persons  dtily  authorized  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  If  agreed  to,  they  may  be  de- 
wed supplemenmry  to  tbose  of  the  convention 
ofthe  90th  of  October,  and  to  be  of  tbe  same  du- 
ntion.  They  must,  ef  course,  be  submitted  to 
»e  fiinclion  of  4he  denate  for  vntiftcation  ber e. 


I  am,  itery  reapeetfiilly,  sir  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

Abt.  1.  The  vessels  of  the  United  Stales  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to  import,  from 
any  of  tbe  ports  of  the  United  States  to  whieh 
afuy  foreifftt  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  into 
any  of  tie  following  ports,  namely:  KHMfston^ 
Savannah  le  Mer,  Montego  bay,  Santa  Lucia, 
Antonio,  Saint  Anne,  Faloaouth,  and  Porta^  Ma* 
ria,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  San  Joseph,  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad;  Scarboroajg^  in  the  Island  of 
Tobago;  Saint  Oeotge,  in  tbe  uland  of  Qranada; 
Kingston,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vincent ;  Bridge* 
town,  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes;  RosseacL  in  me 
island  of  Dominica ;  St.  Joba's,  in  the  island  of 
Antigua  |  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tertela; 
tbe  principal  port  of  Turk's  Island ;  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence;  Pittstown,  in 
Crooked  Island ;  and  tbe  principal  port  of  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  tobaeoa,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
staves,  headings,  sningles,  horses,  mules,  poultry, 
live  stock,  and  provisions  of  all  sorts,  (except 
sailed  provisions  of  any  description,  whether 
meat,  fish,  or  butierj  such  articles  beine  tbe 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
Slates,  [a  lid  any  other  artieles  of  tbe  growth, 
produee,  or  manufacture  of  tbe  United  States, 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  ebaJl  not  be  entirely  prohibited  from 
every  other  foreign  country  or  fMce.]  And  the 
vessels  of  tfcw  United  States  and  British  vessels 
shall  have  liberty  to  export,  from  any  of  the  said 
ports  of  His  Britannic  Maiestv's  dorainioaa,  ee 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  toe  United  Stale% 
rum,  molasses,  and  salt,  being  ef  tbe  growth, 
produce,  or  manufisetore  of  any  of  the  aboro- 
mentioned  dominions,  [and  any  other  articles  of 
the  said  growth,  produce,  or  maoufacture,  the 
exportation  of  which  to  any  other  foreign  coun* 
try  or  place  shall  not  be  entirety  prohibited.] 

The  veaeeb  of  either  party,  employed  in  the 
trade  provided  for  by  this  article,  shall  be  admi^ 
ted  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  as  above  mentioned, 
without  paying  any  other  or  higher  daties  or 
charges  than  those  payable  in  the  same  ports  br 
tbe  vessels  of  such  other  party;  and  they  shall 
have  liberty,  respecttrely,  to  touch,  during  the 
same  voyage,  at  one  or  more  of  the  above-men- 
tioned ports  of  tbe  ether  party,  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  their  inward,  and  of  taking  on  beard 
their  outward  cargoes. 

No  other  er  higher  duiiw  shall  be  paid  en  tbe 
importation  from  the  United  Slates  iaao  the  above* 
meationed  ports  of  tbe  British  colonies,  or  from 
tbe  said  ports  into  tbe  United  States,  of  any  of 
the  articles  importable  by  virtue  of  this  convea- 
ti en,  when  imported  ia  the  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  nations,  tbaa  when  imported  in  the  vcs* 
sels  of  tbe  other ;  nor  when  imported  directly  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  ihe  said  ports^  or 
vice  vema,  than  when  imported  in  a  circuitous 
mnttoer.  No  other  or  higher  duties  shall  be 
charged  upon  any  of  the  above-mentioned  arii* 
des,  when  impormd  by  virtue  of  this  eonveniaoA 
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into  the  UaiMd  Statei,  or  ioto  an^  of  ihe  ports 
aforesaid,  than  may  be  charged  on  similar  articles 
when  imported  from  any  foreign  eoootry  into  the 
United  States,  or  from  any  other  coantry  or  place 
whatsoever  into  the  said  ports.  The  same. duties 
shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  exportation  of  any  articles  which 
may,  by  Tirtoe  of  this  article,  be  exported  from 
the  said  British  ports  to  the  (Jnited  States,  or 
from  the  United  States  to  the  said  ports,  whether 
in  vessels  of  the  United  Sutea  or  in  British 
vessels. 

Art.  2.  The  vessels  of  the  United  States  and 
British  vessels  shall  have  liberty  to  export  from 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  which 
any  foreign  vessels  are  permitted  to  come,  to  the 
ports  of  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  St.  John's, 
m  New  Brunswick,  and  to  any  other  port  within 
the  said  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  to  which  vessels  of  any  other  foreign 
nation  shall  be  admitted,  any  article  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
which,  by  virtue  of  the  precedinp;  article,  is  im- 
portable from  the  United  States  into  the  British 
colonial  ports  therein  named,  and  upon  the  same 
terms  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  duties  and 
charges;  and  they  shall  have  libertjr  to  import 
from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  within  the  pro- 
vinces of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  ports  of  the  United  States, 
sypsum  and  grindstones,  the  produce  or  manu* 
facture  of  the  said  provinces,  and  any  other  arti* 
oles  of  the  said  produce  or  manufacture,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  from  the  said  provinces,  and 
the  importation  of  which  into  the  United  States, 
to  or  from  any  other  foreign  country,  shall  not  be 
altogether  prohibited.  The  vessels  oi  either  party 
employed  in  this  trade,  shall  pay  no  other  or 
higner  duties  or  charges  than  those  of  the  other. 
The  same  duties  of  importation  and  of  exporia- 
tion  shall  be  paid  on  the  articles  imported  or  ex- 
ported by  virtue  of  this  article,  and  the  same 
Douttties  allowed  on  their  exportation,  whether 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States  or  in  British 
vessels. 


Extrad  of  a  letter  Jrom  Mr.  Buskf  Envoy,  ^c, 
al  LonSon,  to  Mr.  Adame,  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

LoNDOH,  June  14, 1810. 

I  was  honored,  on  the  8th  instant,  with  your 
despatch  No.  17,  of  the  7th  of  May. 

On  the  0th  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Castie- 
reagh,  to  request  an  interview,  that  I  might  pro* 
oeed  to  la^  before  this  Govern  meet,  without  los- 
ing any  time,  the  determinations  ta  which  the 
President  had  come  on  the  important  subject  of 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  Indies.  His  Lordship  ap- 
pointed yesterday  for  me  to  wait  upon  him. 

I  commenced  with  calling  to  mind  the  point 
at  which  the  discussion  had  left  off  upon  this 
branch  of  the  negotiation  last  Autumn,  and  gave 
a  new  assurance  of  the  President's  earnest  desire 
m  see  this  trade  opened  upon  a  footing  of  entire 


and  liberal  reeiprocHji  rather  than  Hand  aay 
longer  upon  the  conflict  of  arbitrary  laws»  la 
this  spirit  I  wm  instructed  to  offer  a  projet,  whicJi 
had  been  carefully  drawn  up  upon  the  oasis  of  a 
compromise  between  the  pretensions  of  the  two 
parties,  and  which,  indeed,  would  be  found  to  fall 
in  so  entirely  with  the  propositions  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, in  some  respects,  and  to  make  such  «a  ap- 
proximation to  them  in  others,  that  a  hope  was 
cherished  of  its  proving  acceptable. 

That,  in  particular,  it  would  be  found  to  ad<^ 
the  description  of  naval  stores  and  of,  lumber,  as 
articles  to  be  exported  from  the  United  StateiL 
upon  which  the  Britbh  Plenipotantiaries  had 
themselves  insisted— confining  the  former  topiteh, 
tar,  aad  turpentine,  and  the  latter  to  staves,  head- 
ings, and  shingles,  contmry  to  the  more  enlarged 
signification  which  it  had  been  ihe  desire  of  ihe 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  •give  to  them;  that 
it  acquiesced  also  in  the  exclusion  of  all  salted 
provisions,  including  the  important  article  of  fish ; 
that  it,  moreover,  came  wholly  into  the  Briuah 
views,  in  consenting  to  the  exclusion  of  sumr  and 
coffee  as  articles  to  be  imported  into  the  united 
States  from  the  British  West  Indies;  it  being  na- 
derstood  that  the  above  traffic  was  to  be  opeoed 
upon  equal  terms,  in  all  respects,  to  Americaa 
and  British  vessels. 

In  return  for  such  an  accommodation  lo  the 
colonial  views  of  Great  Britain,  the  projetasked, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  list  of  articles  export- 
able from  the  United  States  to  the  West  Indies 
should  be  the  same  as  to  Bermuda,  and  to  the 
British  North  American  colonies;  that  the  arti- 
cles exportable  to  the  United  States  should  be 
confined  to  such  as  were  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  above  islands  or  cc4onies ; 
and  that  the  same  duties,  and  no  more,  should  be 
payable  on  importations  from  the  United  States 
into  the  West  Indies,  whether  the  articles  were 
brought  directly  or  indirectly,  as  on  similar  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  West  Indies  from  any  for* 
eign  country,  or  from  an^  of  the  British  colonies. 

With  this  outline  of  its  contents,  I  handed  a 
copy  of  the  projet  which  came  enclosed  in  your 
despatch  to  his  Lordship.  The  discnssioas  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments having  recently  been  so  ample  on  the  mat* 
ters  which  it  embraces,  I  thought  that  nothing  was 
likely  to  be  gained  by  my  leaving  room  for  the 
possible  hope  that  any  of  its  essential  provisions 
would  be  departed  from.  Accordinn ly,  I  deemed 
it  best  to  say  with  candor,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  as  it  was  o&red,  so  wm  it  to  be  taken ;  for 
that  my  present  instructions  would  admit  c^  no 
deviations,  unless  on  points  verbal,  or  otherwise 
immaterial.  I  shall  bear  in  mind  that  the  paru 
within  crotchets  may  be  omitted.  His  Lordship 
received  it  with  an  assurance  that  a  full  and  can- 
did  consideration  would  be  given  to  it.  Tha 
pressure  of  Parliamentary  business  might,  he 
said,  delay  an  attention  to  it  for  some  weeks,  bat 
that  at  as  early  a  day  as  was  practicable  it  woold 
be  taken  up.    I  replied,  that  I  believed  that  the 

Sreat  object  would  be  attained  on  our  side  if  a 
ecision  were  commnnicaled  to  me  ia  fail  time 
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and  of  repAlrffiff  datii»|^s  therein,  of  parehtstngr 
wood,  ana  of  ootaiiiiog  water,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.  Bqc  they  shall  be  under  such 
restrictions  as  may  be  necessarr  to  jyrereni  their 
taking,  drying,  or  curing  fish  therein,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatever  abusing  the  privileges 
hereby  reserved  to  them. 

Art.  H.  It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  froiof  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
aloojg  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  iatitode, 
or,  if  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  of  north  latitude,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
from  the  said  point  due  north  or  south,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the 
said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point 
of  such   intersection,  due  west,  along  and  with 
the  said  parallel,  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  said 
line  shall  form  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, from,  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony 
mountains. 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  any  country  thai  may 
be  claimed  by  either  partv  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  westward  or  the  Stony  mountains, 
shall,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same, 
be  free  and  open^  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  conven- 
tion, to  the  vessels,  citieens,  and  subjects  of  the 
two  Powers:  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  tothe  prejndiee 
of  any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  may  have  to  knj  part  of  the  said 
country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claims 
of  any  other  Power  or  State  to  any  part  of  the 
said  country;  the  only  object  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent 
disputes  «nd  differences  amongst  themsdves. 

Art.  4.  All  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
''  to  reraiate  the  commerce  between  the  territo- 
ries 01  the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,"  concluded  at  London  on  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiHeen,  with  the  exception  of 
the  clause  which  limited  its  duration  to  fbar  years, 
and  etoapting,  Also,  s#  far  m  -this  same  was 
affected  bv  the  dedl«r«cioa  of  Hia  Majesty  re- 
specting the  island  of  St.  Helena,  are  hereby  ex- 
tended and  continued  in  farce  for  the  term  often 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pres- 
ent convention,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  all  the 
provisions  of  the  said  convention  were  herein 
specially  recited. 

Art.  5.  Whereas  it  was  agreed,  by  the  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  "all  territo- 
ry, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,tr 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this 
treat^r,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty origtttalty  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  pnices, 


and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treat v ;  or  any  slaves 
or  other  private  property.''  Ana  whereas,  under 
the  aforesaid  article,  the  United  States  claim  for 
their  citizens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the 
restitntion  of.  or  full  compensation  for,  all  slaves 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  raiifica- 
tiovs  of  the  said  treaty,  were  in  any  territory, 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  States, 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  A>rces,  whe- 
ther such  slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on 
shore,  or  on  board  aiiy  British  vessel  lying  in 
waters  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  And  whereas  differences  have 
arisen  whether,  by  the  trtre  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of, 
or  Aill  compensation  for,  all  or  an^r  slaves,  as 
above  described,  the  high  contracting  parties 
hereby  igree  to  refer  the  said  differences  to  soine 
friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpasc ;  mmi  the  high  ooDtmettng  partiaa  fnrthar 
aogagiB  to  eoBsid^r  nie  deeMon  of  weh  ftiendly 
S»verc4gft  or  Bcate  4o  be  fia«l  and  eonelusive  on 
all  4he  ttafiers  referred. 

Art.  6.  This  convenHon,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  duly  rattfi^ed  by  the  Pretfdent  of  the 
Uvfted  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  by  His  Britaonio  Majes- 
ty, and  the  mtpeetive  ratifieatioBs  ittutuaily  et- 
onaoged,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on  the 
aaid  United  Stsnes  and  on  His  Majesty;  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  In  six  months 
from  this  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Pleaipoten- 
tiariea  have  sisned  the  sane,  and  have  hereimto 
affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  London, 
this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

L.  a.]  ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

L.  a;  RICHARD  RUSH, 

L.  8.'  FRED.  JOHN  ROBINSON, 

L.  a.'  HBNRr  GOULBURN. 


flfPAlJ(-^RATinCATION  OF  TH£  CONTEN- 

TION  OF  1802. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  6,  IS  19.] 

To  (he  Boiae  of  Repre9etiiaiive$ 

of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  uoogress  a  proclamation,  dated 
the  22d  of  last  month,  of  the  convention  made 
and  concluded  at  Madrid,  bet  ween  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, on  the  11th  of  August,  1802.  the  ratifica- 
tjons  of  which  were  not  exchanged  till  the  2l8t 
ultimo.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Jamuaby  5, 1819. 

BT  TUB  PBBBIDBIIT  Of  TBB  OBIYBO  BTATB8. 

A  PROOLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  convention  between  the  United 
States  6f  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
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made  aod  cooeladed  at  Madrid  on  the  11th  dajr 
of  August,  in  the  y^ar  one  thousand  eight  handrea 
and  two,  bf  Charles  PinckDe]r,at  that  time  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  io  Spain, 
and  Don  Pedro  CeTallos,  Counsellor  of  State, 
Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber,  First  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Superintendent  of  Posts  and  Post 
Offices,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  by  their 
respective  Uovernments,  was  duly  ratified  by  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  on 
the  ninth  day  of  Januarv,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tour,  and  was  ratified  by 
the  King  of  Spain  on  the  9th  day  of  July  last 
past:  and  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  two 
Qovernments  were  exchanaed  in  this  city  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  by  John  Cluincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the 

Eirt  of  the  United  States,  and  Don  Luis  de  Oois, 
nvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  Spain,  on  the  part  of  Spain ;  which 
convention  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows : 

A  CmmtUum  bUween  Hu  Caikolu  M^'tsiy  mmd  the 
Uniitd  Siaiu  of  AmerkOf  far  the  indemnffieaium 
of  How  who  kmte  ntiiained  feessti  danu^u^or  imj^ 
ri€9f  in  eonH^uenet  of  ike  easu§H»  of  indimduaJB 
^  tUktr  naiionf  durtng  the  hit  war,  contrary  to 
iko  existing  treaty  or  tXe  tawe  ofnatiom. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  OoTernment  of 
the  United  States  of  America  wishing  amicably 
to  adjust  the  claims  which  have  arisen  from  the 
excesses  committed  during  the  late  war  by  indi- 
Tiduals  of  either  nation,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations  or  the  treaty  existing  between  the  two 
countries,  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  given,  for 
this  purpose,  full  powers  to  his  Excelleney  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  Counsellor  of  State,  Gkntieman  of 
the  Bedchamber  in  employment,  First  Secretary 
of  State  and  Universal  Despatch,  and  Superin- 
tendent General  of  the  Posu  and  Post  Offices  in 
Spain  and  the  Indies;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  Charles  Pinck- 
ney,  a  citizen  of  the  said  States,  and  their  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  near  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
who  have  agreed  as  follows : 

1.  A  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  five  Commissioners^  two  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  two 
others  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  fifth  by  common  consent ;  and  in  case 
they  should  not  be  able  to  agree  on  a  person  for 
the  fifth  Commissioner,  each  party  shall  name 
one,  and  leave  the  decision  to  lot ;  and  hereafter, 
in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or  necessary  ab- 
sence, of  any  of  those  already  appointed,  they  shall 
proceed,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  appointment 
of  persons  to  replace  them. 

2.  The  appointmcDt  of  the  Commissioners  be* 
ing  thus  made,  each  one  of  them  shall  take  an 
oath  to  examine,  discuss,  and  decide,  on  the  claims 
which  they  are  to  judge,  according  to  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the 
impartiality  justice  may  dictate. 

3.  The  Commissioners  shall  meet  and  hold  their 
sessions  in  Madrid,  where,  within  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  (to  be  reckoned  from  the  day 


on  which  thejr  maj  asacmblc^)  thay  shall  mnve 
all  claims  which,  in  conseqoence  of  this  coavea- 
lion,  may  be  made,  as  well  by  the  snbjecu  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  as  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  who  may  bare  a  right  to  ife- 
mand  compensation  for  the  losses,  damagei,  or 
injuries,  sustained  by  them,  in  eonaeqaeace  of 
the  excesses  committed  by  Spanish  aabjects  a 
American  citizens. 

4.  The  Commissioners  are  authorised  by  ihc 
said  contracting  parties  to  hear  aod  examine,  os 
oath,  every  question  relative  to  the  said  demands, 
aod  to  receive  as  worthy  of  credit  all  testimony 
the  authenticity  of  which  caanot  reamaably  be 
doubted* 

5.  From  the  decisions  of  the  CommjasioacD 
there  shall  be  no  appeal,  and  the  agreement  of 
three  of  them  shall  give  full  force  and  efiset  to 
their  decisions,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  jsaice 
of  the  claims  as  to  the  amount  of  the  indcatti- 
cation  which  majf  be  adjudged  to  the  elaimaati; 
the  said  contracting  parties  obligiag  themseivti 
to  satisfy  the  said  awards  in  specie,  without  de- 
duction, at  the  times  and  places  pointed  oat,  aai 
under  the  conditions  which  maf  be  ezpcesscdlf 
the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

6.  It  not  having  been  possible  for  the  smU 
Plenipotentiaries  to  agree  upon  a  mode  bf  whid 
the  above-mentioned  Board  of  CommiasioBa 
should  arbitrate  the  claims  originating  fn» 
the  excesses  of  foreign  cruisers,  agents,  ci»sith 
or  tribunals,  in  their  respective  territories,  wkiek 
might  be  imputable  to  their  two  GoTerasMsA, 
they  have  expressly  agreed  that  each  Gorera* 
meat  shall  reserve  (as  it  does  by  this  coavca- 
tion)  to  itself,  iu  subjects  or  citizens,  respetuic- 
ly,  all  the  rigbu  which  they  now  hare,  sad  as- 
der  which  they  may  hereafter  bring  forviri 
their  claims,  at  such  times  as  may  be  mostcM- 
veoient  to  them. 

7.  The  present  convention  shall  have  no  (ent 
or  effect  until  it  be  ratified  by  the  contrseuag 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exehssfcd 
as  soon  as  possible* 

In  faith  whereof  we,  the  underwritlea  PJeai- 

Eoteniiaries,  have  signed  this  conventioa,  tad 
ave  affixed  thereto  oar  respective  senls.  uwe 
at  Madrid  this  11th  day  of  August,  1802. 

rL.a.l    PEDRO  CBVAJLLOS. 
rua.]    CHAAJLRS  PINCKNST 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  James  Mot' 
roe,  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  have  czaei 
the  said  convention  to  be  made  public,  to  thcead 
that  the  same,  and  everv  clause  and  article  lliet^ 
of,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  fsitk 
by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mf 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Usited 
States  to  be  affixed.    Done  at  the  City  of 
[l.8.]  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of 
December,  io  the  year  of  oor  Lord  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  sod 
of  independence  the  forty-third. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
By  the  President :  J.  Q^  ADAMS. 
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and  of  repftirinc  damtges  thercfhi,  of  porehftsing' 
wood,  aoa  of  obtafning  water,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whaterer.  Bat  they  shall  be  under  such 
restriettoQs  as  may  be  necessary  to  jyrerent  their 
taking,  drying,  or  curing  fish  tneretn,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatever  abnsing  the  privileges 
hereby  reserved  to  them. 

Abt.  1L  It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  fronif  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
aloiv  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude, 
or,  ir  the  said  point  shall  not  be  in  the  forty-ninth 
paraflel  of  north  tatirade,  then  that  a  line  drawn 
irom  the  said  point  dne  north  or  south,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  until  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the 
said  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  from  the  point 
of  sueh  intersection,  doe  west,  along  and  with 
the  said  patallel,  shul  be  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the  said 
tine  sbidl  form  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said 
territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  southern 
boimdary  of  the  territories  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Stony 
mountains. 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may 
be  claimed  by  either  partv  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains, 
shall,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks, 
and  the  navigation  of  aU  rivers  within  the  same, 
be  free  aud  open^  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  conven- 
tion, to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects  of  the 
(WO  Powers :  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejodice 
of  any  claim  which  either  of  the  two  nigh  con- 
tracting parties  may  have  to  tin y  part  of  tne  said 
country,  nor  shall  it  be  taken  to  aflect  the  claims 
of  any  other  Power  or  State  to  anv  part  of  the 
said  country ;  the  only  object  of  tne  high  con- 
tracting parties,  in  that  respect,  being  to  prevent 
disputes  aud  differences  amongst  themselves. 

Aet.  4.  All  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
''to  rmrtate  the  commerce  between  the  territo- 
ries or  the  United  States  and  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,"  concluded  at  London  on  the  third  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  with  the  exception  of 
the  clanie  which  limited  its  duration  to  fbor  years, 
and  4Ma%p&ag,  also,  s«  far  as  thb  same  was 
afieeted  bv  the  dedlMMoo  of  His  Majesty  re- 
specting the  island  of  St.  Helena,  are  hereby  ex- 
tended and  eontlaned  in  force  for  the  term  of  ten 
years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pres-' 
ent  conventioui  in  the  same  manner  as  if  all  the 
provisions  of  the  said  convention  were  herein 
specially  recited. 

Abt.  5.  Whereas  it  was  agreed,  by  the  first 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  that  <*all  territo- 
ry, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken  by 
either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  #r 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this 
treatjf,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter 
mentiooed,  shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and 
without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
away  anv  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  prop- 
erty origraaify  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  praces, 


and  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treatv;  or  any  slaves 
or  other  private  property."  And  whereas,  under 
the  aforesaid  article^  the  United  States  claim  for 
their  citizens,  and  as  their  private  property,  the 
restitution  of.  or  ft^ll  compensation  for,  all  slaves 
who,  at  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  said  treaty,  were  in  any  territory, 
places,  or  possessions,  whatsoever,  directed  by  the 
said  treaty  to  be  restored  to  the  United  States, 
but  then  still  occupied  by  the  British  forces,  whe- 
ther such  slaves  were,  at  the  date  aforesaid,  on 
shore,  or  on  board  any  British  vessel  lyins  in 
waters  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  And  whereas  diflferences  have 
arisen  whether,  by  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  aforesaid  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  the  restitution  of, 
or  full  compensation  for,  all  or  anjr  slaves,  as 
above  described,  the  high  contracting  parties 
berebv  agree  to  refer  the  said  differences  to  some 
friendly  sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named  for  that 
purpasa;  asd  the  Mgb  ooiMmeinig  parties  further 
angafB  to  eonsider  me  deeieloD  of  aoch  friendly 
fi^verefgia  or  State  to  be  -final  and  eonelueiv^  on 
all  the  mntiers  referred. 

Art.  6.  This  eonvenUon,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  duly  rattfited  by  the  President  of  the 
Uwted  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eon- 
sent  of  the  Senate,  and  by  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty, and  the  Nf;oeetlve  ratifieatfons  mutually  ei- 
ohanged,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  on  the 
said  United  States  and  on  His  Majesty;  and  the 
fatifteatioas  shall  be  exchanged  In  six  months 
from  ttiis  date,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Flenipoten- 
tiartea  have  sisned  the  same,  and  have  hereunto 
affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms.  Done  at  London, 
this  twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
RICHARD  RUSH, 
FRED.  JOHN  ROBINSON, 
HENRT  GOULBURN. 


L.  8. 
L.  B. 
L.  8.1 
L.  8. 


SPAIN— RATinCATION  OP  THIS  CONTEN- 

TION  OP  1802. 

[Communtcatad  to  the  House,  January  6, 1819.] 

Tb  (he  Houu  qf  Representaiives 

of  the  UnUed  States : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  proclamation,  dated 
the  22d  of  last  month,  of  the  convention  made 
and  concluded  at  Madrid,  between  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, on  the  11th  of  August,  1802,  the  ratifica- 
.  tions  of  which  were  not  exchan(;[ed  till  the  2l8t 
ultimo.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Januaby  5, 1819. 

bt  the  pbebldamt  of  tbb  oii1tb0  8tatbb. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  convention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
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made  and  coocLuded  at  Madrid  on  tha  11th  dajr 
of  August,  in  the  y^ar  one  tboosand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  bf  Charles  PinckDe]r,at  that  time  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  io  Spain, 
and  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  Counsellor  of  State, 
Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber,  First  Secretary 
of  State,  and  Superintendent  of  Posts  and  Post 
Offices,  folly  aotborized  and  empowered  b?  their 
respective  (iovernments,  was  duly  ratified  by  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  oo 
the  ninth  day  of  Januarv,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tour,  and  was  ratified  by 
the  King  of  Spain  on  the  9th  day  of  July  last 
past:  and  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  two 
Qovernments  were  exchanaed  in  this  city  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  by  John  duincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the 

Eirt  of  the  United  States,  and  Don  Luis  de  Oois, 
nvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  Spain,  on  the  part  of  Spain ;  which 
convention  is,  word  for  word,  as  follows : 

A  CmumUian  bUwem  HU  Caikolk BU^tymUihe 
Vniitd  SUAti  of  AmurieOf  for  the  uukmn^le&iion 
of  iio$e  who  kme  muUtintd  koma^  damag9»^»  imjf§' 
net,  in  eonsegtienee  of  ike  txeuseB  nf  mdimduait 
^  tUher  nation,  dunng  the  late  war,  contrary  to 
the  exieUng  treaty  or  the  iawe  ofnaiione. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  OoTernment  of 
the  United  States  of  America  wishing  amicably 
to  adjust  the  claims  which  have  arisen  from  the 
excesses  committed  during  the  late  war  by  indi- 
riduals  of  either  nation,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations  or  the  treaty  existing  between  the  two 
countries,  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  given,  for 
this  purpose,  full  powers  to  his  Sxcelleacy  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos, Counsellor  of  State,  Gentleman  of 
the  Bedchamber  in  employment,  First  Secretary 
of  State  and  Universal  Despatch,  and  Superin- 
tendent General  of  the  Posu  and  Post  Offices  in 
Spain  and  the  Indies ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  Charles  Pmck- 
ney,  a  citizen  of  the  said  States,  and  their  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  near  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
who  have  agreed  as  follows : 

1.  A  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  be  formed, 
composed  of  five  Commissioners^  two  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  two 
others  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  fifth  by  common  consent;  and  in  case 
they  should  not  be  able  to  agree  on  a  person  for 
the  fifth  Commissioner^  each  party  shall  name 
one,  and  leave  the  decision  to  lot ;  and  hereafter, 
in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or  necessary  ab- 
sence, of  any  of  those  already  appointed,  they  shall 
proceed,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the  appointment 
of  persons  to  replace  them. 

2.  The  appointmcDt  of  the  Commissioners  be- 
ing thus  made,  each  one  of  them  shall  take  an 
oath  to  examine,  discuss,  and  decide^  on  the  claims 
which^  they  are  to  judge,  according  to  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty,  and  with  the 
impartiality  justice  may  dictate. 

2L  The  Commissioners  shall  meet  and  hold  their 
sessions  in  Madrid,  where,  within  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  (to  be  reckoned  from  the  day 


on  which  thejr  maj  asacmblc^)  they  shall  recnve 
all  claims  which,  m  consequence  of  this  eoavo- 
tion,  may  be  made,  as  well  by  the  subjects  cf 
His  Catholic  Majesty  as  by  citizens  of  ibe  Uaited 
States  of  America,  who  may  hare  a  right  to  de- 
mand compensation  for  the  losses,  damages,  or 
injuries,  sustained  by  them,  ia  coaseqnenct  of 
the  excesses  committed  by  Spanish  subjects  « 
American  citizens. 

4.  The  Commissioners  are  authorized  by  tk 
said  contracting  parties  to  hear  aod  examine,  os 
oath,  every  question  relative  to  the  aa^Udemmo^ 
and  to  receive  as  worthy  of  credit  all  testimony 
the  authenticity  of  which  caauot  reasoiably  be 
doubted* 

5.  From  the  decisions  of  the  CommisHOBm 
there  shall  be  no  ap^l,  and  the  agreement  of 
three  of  them  shall  give  full  force  aad  efieex  to 
their  decisions,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  jstttce 
of  the  claims  as  to  the  amount  of  the  iadeaai&- 
cation  which  majf  be  adjudged  to  the  daiotttfi; 
the  said  contracting  parties  obligiBg  themselTs 
to  satisfy  the  said  awards  ia  specie,  without  d^ 
duction,  at  the  times  and  places  pointed  out,  wd 
under  the  conditions  which  msf  be  ezpi cased  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

6.  It  not  having  been  possible  for  t^e  seA 
Plenipotentiaries  to  agree  upon  a  mode  lif  whick 
the  above-mentioned  Board  of  CommiasioBcn 
should  arbitrate  the  claiou  ori^aating  froa 
the  excesses  of  foreign  cruisers,  a^eats,  eaaan^ 
or  tribunals,  in  their  respective  territories,  wiid 
might  be  imputable  to  their  two  QoveriBesa, 
they  have  expressly  agreed  that  each  Gorera- 
ment  shall  reserve  (as  it  does  by  this  cosf ca- 
tion) to  itself,  its  subjects  or  citizeas,  respetdvc- 
ly,  all  the  rights  which  they  now  hare,  a&4  u* 
der  which  they  may  hereafter  bring  forwiid 
their  claims,  at  such  times  as  may  be  mostcot- 
veoient  to  them. 

7.  The  present  convention  shall  have  nofisee 
or  effect  until  it  be  ratified  by  the  contracuic 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exciiasfK 
as  soon  as  possible* 

In  faith  whereof  we,  the  underwritiea  Fieai- 

Eoteniiaries,  have  signed  this  coaventioi,  ud 
ave  affixed  thereto  our  respective  seals,  wae 
at  Madrid  this  llth  day  of  August,  18Q2. 

[us.]    PEDRO  CBVALLOS. 
ru8.J    CHAAJLSS  PINCKNET 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  James  M» 
roe,  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  have  c^vA 
the  said  convention  to  be  made  public,  to  theesd 
that  the  same,  and  everv  clause  and  article  theie* 
of,  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faitk 
by  the  United  States  and  the  citizeos  thereoil 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sei  mj 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Usiied 
States  to  be  affixed.    Done  at  the  City  of 
[l.  8.]  Washington,  this  twenty-second  day  of 
December,  io  the  year  of  our  Lord  ose 
thousand  eight  hundred  aod  eigbteei^  sod 
of  independence  the  forty-third. 

JAMKS  MONROE, 

By  the  President :  J.  O.  ADAMS. 
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QBKAT  BBIXA£N^W£8T  INDIA  TSADS. 

[Communicator  to  the  8«Bate,  Juinmiy  27,  1819.] 

[The  following  AeU  of  the  British  Parliament 
were  eommnDieated  to  ^e  Senate  by  the  Com- 
mitlee  of  Foreign  Relations :] 

An  Aet  to  eoneotidale  and  eztond  the  savend  laws  now 
in  fi>ree  ibr  allowing  the  importation  and  azporta* 
lion  of  coBtain  goods  and  merchandise  into  and  from 
certain  porto  of  the  West  Indies.  [June  87, 1806.] 

Whereas,  by  an  net  passed  In  the  twenty-ser- 
enih  year  of  hb  present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled 
''An  not  for  allowing  the  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
in  the  porta  of  Kingston,  SaTannah  le  Mer,  Mon- 
tego  Bmj^  and  Santa  Lneia,  in  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica ;  in  the  port  of  Saint  George,  in  the  island 
of  Granada ;  in  the  port  of  Roeseau,  in  the  island 
of  Dominica ;  and  m  the  port  of  Naseao,  in  the 
islaid  of  New  ProTidenee,  one  of  the  Bahama 
islands;^  and  by  several  other  acu  passed  sobse- 
qaentlj  thereto,  the  ports  of  Kingston,  SaTannah 
le  Mer,  Monts^o  Bay,  Santa  Loeia,  and  Port 
Antonio,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica;  the  port  of 
Saint  George,  in  the  island  of  Gramda;  the 
port  of  Rosscao,  in  the  island  of  Dominica ;  the 
port  of  Saint  Johns,  in  the  island  of  Antigua ; 
the  port  of  San  Josef,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad ; 
the  port  of  Scarborongh,  in  the  island  of  Tobago ; 
the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  ProTi- 
dence,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands;  and  the  port 
of  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortola,  were 
opened  for  the  importation  of  certain  goods  and 
merchandise,  under  certain  regulations  and  re- 
strictions ;  and  whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  such 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts  relating  to  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  to  or  from  the  aforesaid  ports,  or  any 
of  them,  or  to  the  admission  of  any  ships  or  tcs- 
seis  into  the  said  ports,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any 
duties  payable  on  such  importation,  exportation, 
or  adaisaion,  as  are  now  in  force,  should  be  con- 
solidated into  one  act,  and  thnt  such  of  the  said 
laws  as  are  now  temporary  should  be  made  per- 
petual ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  aforesaid  ports, 
the  port  of  Saint  Anne,  in  the  island  of  Jamai- 
ca; the  port  of  Pittstown,  in  Portland  harbor,  in 
Crooked  Island,  another  of  the  Bahama  islands; 
the  port  of  Kingston,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Vin* 
cent ;  and  the  principal  port  in  the  island  of  Ber* 
modii,  should  be  opened  under  eertain  regnla* 
tions  and  restrictions.  May  it,  therefore,  please 
jonr  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  King^e  matt  exeeUeni  mm* 
etiy,  by  amd  wUh  the  €utvice  and  eoneeni  of  the 
hirdm  epirUual  and  temporal^  and  Commone^  in 
Ihie  preeent  ParHa$neni  aeeembled^  and  by  au* 
tkoniy  ef  the  eame^  That,  from  and  after  the 
psssing  of  this  act,  wool,  cotton  wool,  iodlgo, 
cochineal,  drugs  of  all  sorts,  cocoa,  logwood,  fus- 
tic, and  all  sorm  of  wood  M  dyers'  use,  hides, 
<kios^  nod  tallow,  bearer,  and  all  sorts  of  furs, 
tortotse-shelJ,  hard  wood,  or  mill-timber,  mahog- 
tay,and-an  other  woods  for  cabinet  ware,  horses, 
tssM,  muiea,  and  cattle,  being  the  growth,  or  pro- 


duction' of  any  of  the  eoloniee  or  plantations  in 
America,  or  of  any  country  on  the  continent  of 
America  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of 
any  foreign  European  Sovereign  or  Sute,  and  all 
coin  and  bullion,  diamonds  and  precious  stones, 
may  be  imported  from  any  of  the  said  countries 
into  the  several  ports  of  Kingston,  SaTannah  le 
Mer,  Montego  Bay,  Santa  Lucia»  Antonia,  and 
Saint  Anne,  in  the  island  of  Jamaica ;  the  port 
of  Saint  Gkorge,  in  the  island  of  Granada ;  the 
port  of  Rosseau,  in  the  island  of  Dominica ;  the 
port  of  St.  John's,  in  the  island  of  Antigua ;  the 
port  of  San  Josef,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad ;  the 
port  of  Scarborough,  in  the  island  of  Tobiufo ;  the 
port  of  Road  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Tortola; 
the  port  of  Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Prori- 
dence,  one  of  the  Bahama  islands ;  the  pott  of 
Pittstown.  in  Portland  harbor,  in  Crooked  islaad, 
another  or  the  Bahama  Islands  ;  the  port  of  King- 
ston, in  the  island  of  Saint  Vincent;  and  the 
principal  port  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  in  any 
foreign  sloop,  schooner,  or  other  Tessel  whaterer. 
not  baring  more  than  one  deck,  end  being  ownea 
and  navigated  by  persons  inhabitini^  any  of  the 
said  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  coun- 
tries on  the  continent  of  America  belonging  to  or 
under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  European  Sot- 
erelgn  or  State^  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  notwithstandiiig* 

S.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  tobacco,  being  the 

frowth  or  production  of  any  island  in  the  West 
adies.  or  of  any  country  on  the  continent  of 
America  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of 
an]r  foreign  European  Sovereign  or  State,  may 
be  imported  from  any  of  the  said  islands  or  coun- 
tries into  any  of  the  said  ports  hereinbefore  enu- 
merated, in  the  like  foreign  ships  and  vessels^ 
and  be  agnio  exported  from  thence  to  any  part 
of  the  United  kingdom,  under  the  same  rnks, 
regulationsj  and  restrictions,  and  subject  to  the 
lilre  penaluea  and  forfeitures  as  are  in  this  act 
mentioned  and  eontained,  with  regard  to  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  hereinbefore  ano- 
merated. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  sueh 
tobacco  so  imported  into  any  of  the  said  p|orts 
shall,  when  imported  into  anr  part  of  the  Unitod 
Kingdom  from  any  of  the  said  ports,  pay  the  same 
duties  of  customs  and  excise,  and  none  other,  as 
tobaeco  the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  His 
Majesty's  plantations  in  the  Wast  Indies,  or  of 
the  territories  of  the  United  Sutes  of  America, 
and  he  subject  to  the  same  rules,  regulations, 
conditions,  and  restrictions,  and  be  liable  to  the 
same  forfeitures  and  penalties  for  the  breach 
thereof. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
and  mar  be  lawful,  from  and  after  the  pasa- 
ing  of  this  act,  to  import  into  the  said  port  of 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  and 
into  the  said  port  of  Pittstown,  in  Portland  har- 
bor, in  Crooked  Island,  and  into  such  other  port 
or  ports  in  the  said  Bahama  islands,  and  into  the 
principal  port  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  and  into 
such  port  or  ports  In  the  islands  called  Caicoa, 
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as  tiMil  be  aoproted  bf  His  Mftjetty  in  Coonoili 
iQgar  aiUI  eo9»e,  the  proioec  of  aor  foreiga  eooa- 
uj  or  piaalation,  ia  socii  foretf  a  saipi  or  veaiels, 
and  sabject  to  sacb  rules,  re^Utioat,  and  rastrio- 
ttOBS  as  are  prescribed  in  tbis  aet  with  respect  to 
the  ipooda,  wares,  aod  mercbandm  hereinbefaee 
enumerated. 

5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  sugar  and 
coffee  which  shall  be  ins  ported  into  the  port  of 
Nassau,  ia  the  island  of  New  Provideoee,  or  the 
port  of  PittstoWD,  to  Crooked  Island,  or  into  such 
port  or  portft  in  the  said  Bafaama  islaads,  or  into 
the  principai  port  ia  the  islaad  of  Bermuda,  or 
into  any  such  port  or  ports  in  the  said  islaiMls 
called  Caieos,  as  have  been,  or  majr  hereafter  be, 
approrad  by  His  Majesty  in  CouacU,  may  be 
itnftorted  into  and  again  exported  from  any  of  the 
said  ports,  without  payment  of  any  duties  of  cos- 
toma  whatever,  any  law,  eustom,  or  usage  to  tiie 
oontmry  aotwitbstandiog. 

6.  And  be  it  further  Hiactid,  That,  on  the  im- 
portntioa  of  aay  sugar  or  coffee  into  any*  aart  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  (he  said  port  ot  Nas- 
sau, in  the  isiaaid  of  New  Providence,  or  the  said 
port  of  Pittstown,  ia  Crooked  Ishind,  or  snoh 
other  port  or  porta  in  die  Bahama  islands,  or  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  or  any  such  poits  in  tlm  aaid 
islands  oaUed  Caicbe,  sneh  soger  ar  coffee  shall, 
respectively,  be  deemed  to  he  not  of  the  British 
plantations,  and  shaU  be  liable  to,  aad  ahali  pay, 
tuity  of  customs  and  exeiae  as  suoh,  and  mekj  be 
wasehonsed  in  like  manner,  and  shall  be  suhjeat 
to  the  regulations  ofenj  act  or  acts  of  Parliament 
in  force  at  the  lime  of  importation  oi  such  sumr 
or  coffee,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  sugar  or  co&e 
not  of  the  British  plantations. 

7.  And  beitjurther  enacted,  That,  from  aad 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  goods,  waaes,  or 
merchandise,  except  such  as  arc  hereiabefore  enu- 
merated, shall  be  imported  in  any  foreign  ship, 
sloop,  schooner,  or  vessel  whatever,  from  aay  of 
the  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  any 
countries  on  the  continent  of  America,  belonging 
to  or  under  the  dominion  of  any  foreign  Euro- 
pean Sovereign  or  State,  into  any  of  the  before- 
naeotioQed  ports,  upon  aay  presence  whatever, 
upcQ  pain  of  forfeiting  the  same,  together  with 
the  ship,  sloop,  schooner,  or  vcsael  in  whidt  the 
saaae  snail  he  imported,  and  the  guns,  tackle,  ap- 
pajel,and  fswniture  of  soch-ship,  sioop,  Khocner. 
or  vernd ;  aad,  in  every  such  case,  the  satne  ahall 
and  maj  be  seined  by  any  officer  or  officers  of 
His  Majesty's  customs  or  na/ry,  who  are  or  shall 
be  authorized  or  empowered  to  make  seixures  in 
cases  of  forfeiture,  aad  shall  and  may  be  prose* 
cnied  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  directed. 

8.  And  be  it  Jurihtr  enacted,  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  from  and  after  the  pnssiBf  of  this 
net,  to  export  from  any  of  the  said  ports  to  ^ly 
of  the  eoloniea  or  plantations  in  America,  or  any 
ccuntriescn  the  continent  of  America,  belonging 
to  or  under  the  dominion  of  sny  foreign  fl«nro< 
pean  SovereigQ  or  State,  in  aay  sloop,  schooneri 
or  other  vessel  whatever,  not  having  more  than 
one  deck,  and  heiag  owned  and  nevsgated  by 
persons  inhabiting  any  such  colony,  plantation, 


or  country,  sum  of  the  psoioce  cf  aay  BntUh 
island,  and  also  negroes  who  shall  have  beee 
brought  into  the  said  islaads^  respectiveif^  ji 
British  boill  ships,  owned,  navigated,  and  regis- 
tered according  to  law;  and  all  maimer  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  shall  have  keo 
legally  imported  into  the  said  islaads,  respect- 
ively, eioept  masis^  ycMb,  m  buesapiin.',  piiei 


tar,  aad  terpentine,  and  'alao  eaeept  eneh  iros  v 
shall  have  been  brought  ftt»m  the  witish  eoloaie 
or  plantations  in  America,  any  iaer,  costoai,  or 
usage  to  the  coatrary  in  anywise  noteviihsauidjag. 
0.  AndbeUfiarUner  emaeted^  Thai,ifen  eni 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  ahsUI  hclawfai  to 
export,  in  any  British  ship  or  resael,  ewaed  tad 
navigated  acoerdiag  to  law,  froaa  any  of  the  tud 
islaads  ia  this  actenumetated  lo  aay  British  est- 
ony  or  plaatation  in  Asseriea  or  the  West  Isdisi, 
any  goods  or  commaditiea  whatever  of  thenu- 
ufisctuie  of  Borape^  and  also  mmj  g^oods,  aim. 
or  meschandiee,  which  shall  hav«  been  Icgdif 
imported  iato  any  of  the  said  ial«i*^«  fross  stf 
of  iIm  eolonies  or  plantatieas  in  ▲Bedca  or  ssf 
country  on  the  ceatinent  of  Auaorica,  bdoogiig 
to  or  under  the  deoMaion  of  any  fisrei^n  Baiopcis 
Soveseifn  or  Slate. 

10.  Pramd0dalwam,andbeitimibireenrtti 
That,  if  any  deabts  shall  arise  wheahsr  aay  sacb 
goods,  wasssycr  merchandise,  inieadsd  tobev 
exported,  shall  have  been  k^eUj  knpsited  iaK 
the  said  islands^  respectively^  in  this  act  eaooe 
rated,  the  legality  of  such  knpartatien  shsii  k 
made  appear  to  the  sstisfsctioa  af  the  edkcM 
aad  comptroller,  m  other  priaeipal  oflker  of  the 
customs  at  the  port  of  exportatton,  hclsK  each 
goods,  wares,  or  meicbandisc  shall  he  ssimd 
to  be  shipped' for  exportation. 

11.  And  it  ie  hereby /urther  emmeted,  Tto. 
from  aad  afiMr  the  passing  of  thia  act.  all  vasl, 
cotton  wool,  iadijyo,  cochineal,  dru^s  ot  aU  mei, 
cocoa,  Ic^mod,  lostic,  and  all  aorts  of  wos^  iat 
dyers'  use,  hides,  skins,  and  tallow,  beaver,  ssisU 
sorts  of  furs,  tortaise-sheli,  mahogany,  and  aUoiktf 
woods  for  cabinet  watc^  of  the  gvowth  or  pre- 
duction  of  any  of  the  colonies  ^n  plaatsiiosf  in 
America,  or  countries  on  the  oonttQeiit  of  Aowr- 
ice,  belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  is|  [sc* 
eignBaiopean6overeigaor8tate,shnll  heattovsd 
to  he  exponed  from  any  of  the  said  islands  ia  lbs 
act  enumemted  to  any  pnrt  of  the  United  KisT 
dom  of  Great  Brimin  aad  Ireland  nader  the  rsia 
regttlatioBs,  aecurfties,  tcstrictions,  penalties,  »d 
forfeitures,  particniarly  mentioned  and  proriiod 
in  an  actef  Parliament  aMde  in  the  tweipthf<sr 
of  the  teign  of  King  Charlies  XL,  emUilad  ^Xt 
act  for  eacouregta^  aad  inneasing  ahtppiog  sad 
aavig^on,^  and  tn  apecher  act  of  Parliaaiest 
made  in  the  twenty  tsnand  nnd  tweatf-ihisd 
years  of  the  roign  of  King  Chnrlea  11^  enbiled 
''An  act  to  prevent  the  planting  of  tohsceo  ifl 
Sngland,  and  for  regulating  the  ptentntion  tradc^^ 
andin  another  act  of  Parliameat  mAde  ia  fhe 
tweatieth  year  cf  his  present  Majeaty's  leign, 
entitled  "An  act  to  allow  the  trade  betwcea  Ire- 
land and  the  British  colonies  and  pUntntioas  ia 
America  aad  the  West  Indies  nnd  the  British 
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settleinCBC  mi  tire  ecMul  of  Afriea  to  be  carried 
on  in  like  manner  at  it  is  now  carried  on  between 
Great  Britain  aad  the  said  colonies  and  eeitle- 
ment8«"  or  in  any  of  the  said  acts  witti  respect  to 
the  goods,  warcSf  and  tnerefaandiM,  therein  enu- 
merated or  described. 

12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  goods  or  commo- 
dities whatereryof  the  growth,  production,  or  man- 
nfaeture  of  the  Bast  Indies,  or  other  places  be- 
yond the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  shall,  upon  any 
pretence  whatcTer,  be  exported  from  any  of  the 
ports  enamerated  in  this  act,  to  any  other  British 
colony  or  plantation  in  America  or  the  West 
Indies,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  such  goods  or 
commodities,  together  with  the  ship  or  re^sel  in 
which  the  same  shafl  be  so  exported,  and  the 
guns,  tackle,  apparel,  and  f  ami  tore  of  such  ship 
or  vessel. 

13.  Ajid  beitfisrther  enaciedf  That,  from  and 
after  the  paidng  of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  ship 
or  Teasel  as  aforesaid,  arriring  at  or  in  any  of  the 
aforesaid  posts,  sbali  hare  on  board  any  goods  or 
commodities  whatever  of  the  growth,  pnkluction, 
or  maanlketiiTe  of  the  East  ladies,  or  other  phices 
beyood  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  such  goods  or 
commodities  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  the 
ship  or  ressel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  brought, 
and  all  her  guns,  ammunition,  tackle,  and  apparel, 
whether  such  goods  or  commodities  shall  oe  in- 
tended to  be  lauded  or  not^  or  whether  bulk  shall 
have  been  broken  or  not. 

J4.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Tiiat  no  duty 
of  gunpowder^  nor  any  fee  or  reward  whaterer, 
shall  be  demanded,  taken,  or  received  by  any 
officer  or  officers  whatever  in  the  said  islands, 
respectively,  in  this  act  enumerated,  for  any  en- 
try, cocket,  clearance,  or  psssport,  for  any  for- 
eign ship  OT  vessel,  or  for  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  imported  into  or  exported  from  the 
nid  lulMMkdM^  respeetively,  in  sncn  Ibreij^  ships 
or  Tessek,  ueder  the  like  pains  and  penalties  as 
are  inftieted  upon  offieers  exacting  or  receiving 
greater  fees  than  are  allowed  by  any  act  or  acts 
of  Pariianent  now  in  force  for  regulating  the 
feea  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  His  Majes- 
ty*s  eolonies  and  Dlantations  in  America. 

15.  Ami  be  U/nriher  enaded,  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  act  shall  and 
may  be  respeetirely  prosecuted,  sued  ftir,  recor- 
ered,  aad  dtvided|  in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey,  Jer- 
aer,  or  the  Isle  of  fifan,  or  in  any  of  His  Majesty^ 
colon ies  or  islands  in  America,  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  form,  and  by  the^same  rules  and  regula- 
ttiofls  in  all  respects,  in  so  far  as  the  same  are 
sppUeable,  as  any  other  penalties  and  forfeitures 
imposed  by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  made 
for  the  aeeuritV  of  the  revenue  of  the  customs, 
or  for  the  reguwtlon  or  improvement  thereof,  or 
for  the  regulation  of  trade  or  navigation,  and 
which  -srere  in  force  immediately  befoire  the 
passing  of  this  act,  may  be  respectively  prose- 
eaied,  atied  for,  recovered,  and  divided,  in  Great 
Brtuin,  Guernaev,  Jersey,  or  the  Isle  of  Man,  or 
in  any  of  Mis  MajoBty's  colonies  or  islands  in 
America. 
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16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such 
clauses,  provisions,  articles,  matters,  and  things, 
in  any  former  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  contained, 
as  relate  to  the  openiDg  and  establishing  any 
ports  in  the  islands  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or 
any  of  them,  for  the  more  free  importation  and 
exportation  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
in  this  act  enumerated,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
pasling  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  herd)y, 
repealed. 

An  Act  to  permit  the  importation  of  rice,  grain,  and 
flour  from  any  foreign  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
America  into  certain  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
to  allow  certain  articles  to  be  unportad  from  the 
United  States  of  America  into  the  British  provinoes 
in  North  America,  for  the  purpose  of  exportation  to 
the  BnHih  islands  in  die  West  Indies.  [June  30, 
180e.] 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  In  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  his  present  Jdajesty's  reign,  entitled  An 
act  for  regulating  the  trade  between  the  subiects 
of  His  Ma  jester's  colonies  and  plan  tattoos  in  North 
Atnerica  and  in  the  West  India  islands,  and  the 
countries  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  between  His  Majesty's  said  sub- 
jects and  the  foreign  islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
It  is  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in 
certain  cases  for  any  of  the  Governors  of  the 
provinces  in  British  North  America,  therein  en- 
umerated, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  their 
respective  councils,  to  authorize  the  importation 
of  certain  irticles,  for  a  limited  time,  from  any  of 
the  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  provinces,  respectively :  and  whereas  it  is 
expedient  that  the  importation  of  such  articles 
should  be  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
other  of  His  Majesty's  colonies  than  are  therein 
mentioned : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  King* a  mo9t  excellent  ma^ 
jeety,  by  and  vrith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Lorii  ejdritual  and  temporal^  and  Commone,  in 
thit  preeent  Parliament  anembled.  and  by  the 
'MthoHty  of  the  eo*ie,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfal  for  any  of  the  Ctovernors,  Lieutenant  (W- 
ernors,  or  Commander-in»Obief  for  the  time  be- 
ing, of  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Ne^ 
Brunswick,  or  of  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton  or 
St.  John's,  With  the  advice  and  consent  of  their 
respective  councils,  to  authorise  the  importation 
of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  said  recited  act 
for  a  limited  time,  from  any  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  same  being  re-exported  to  any  other  of  Hia 
Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations. 

2.  And  whereas  it  is  provided  by  an  act  passed 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  entitled  An  act  to  consolidate  and  extend 
the  several  laws  now  in  force  for  allowing  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and 
merchandise  into  and  from  certain  poru  in  the 
West  Indies,  that  certain  articles  therein  enu- 
merated may  be  imported  into  the  several  ports 
therein  named  from  foreign  eolonies  in  the  West 
ladies,  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  permission  for 
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such  importation  shoald  be  extended:  Beiimad' 
ed,  Thftt,  in  addition  to  the  articles  enumerated 
in  the  said  act,  it  shall  it  shall  be  lawful  to  im- 
port, under  the  like  authority,  restrictions^  rules, 
regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  prorided  in 
the  said  recited  act,  the  articles  of  rice,  grain  of 
all  sorts,  and  flour,  from  any  colonies  or  planta- 
tions in  America,  belouging  to  or  under  the  do- 
minion of  any  foreign  European  Soverei^  or 
State,  into  any  of  the  free  ports  in  colonies  or 
plantations  belonging  to  His  Majesty  in  the  West 
Indies,  which  ere  particularljr  named  in  the  said 
act,  or  in  another  act  passed  in  the  forty-seventh 
year  of  His  Majesty,  re:jpecting  the  port  of  Am- 
sterdam, in  the  island  of  Cura^oa,  in  any  foreign 
ship,  schooner^  or  other  foreign  vessel  whatever, 
not  naving  more  than  one  deck, and  being  manned 
and  navigated  by  persons  inhabiting  any  of  the 
said  colonies  or  plantations  belonging  to  any 
foreign  Sovereign  or  State. 


An  Act  to  allow  British  plantation  sug^ar  and  eoflee, 
imported  into  Bermuda  in  British  sUpf ,  to  be  ex- 
ported to  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  foreign  ships  or  veweli,  and  to  permit 
articles  the  production  of  the  said  United  States  to 
be  importeci  into  the  said  island  in  foreign  diipe  or 
vessels.    [July  I,  1813.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  allow  sugar  and 
coffee,  the  produce,  of  any  British  colony  or  plan- 
tation in  the  West  Indies,  imported  into  the  island 
of  Bermuda  in  British  shifM  or  vessels,  to  be  ex- 
ported from  the  port  of  Saint  George,  in  the  said 
island,  to  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  foreign  ships  or  vessels ;  aod  to  al- 
low certain  articles  of  the  growth  or  production 
of  the  territories  of  the  said  United  States  to  be 
imported  into  the  said  inland  in  foreign  ships  or 
vessels,  and  to  be  re-exported  from  thence  in  Brit- 
ish built  ships  or  vessels,  to  British  islands  in  the 
West  Indies: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  bjf  the  King*9  moet  ex- 
cMentmqfe$tif,b]iandmththe  advice  and  coment 
of  the  Lorde  spiritual  and  temporal^  and  Comr 
manSf  in  the  m'eaent  Parliament  aeeemhtedf  and 
by  meauthartiyqftheeamef  That  itshall  be  law- 
ful for  sugar  and  coffee,  the  produce  of  any  Brii- 
iah  colony  or  plantation  in  the  West  Indies,  im- 
ported into  the  island  of  Bermuda  in  any  British 
ahip  or  vessel,  to  be  exported  from  the  port  of  St. 
George  in  the  said  island  of  Bermuda,  to  any  part 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  any 
country  in  amity  with  His  Majesty,  above  the 
burden  of  sixt]r  tons,  any  law  now  in  force  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  import  tobacco,  pitch,  tar.  tur- 

Eentine,  hemp,  flax,  masts,  yards,  bowsprits,  staves, 
eading-boards,  aod  plank,  timber,  shingles,  and 
lumber  of  any  sort,  horses,  neat  cattle,  sbeep^  hogs, 

Soultry,aod  live  htock  of  any  sort,  bread,  biscuit, 
our,  pease,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat,  rice,  oats  bar- 
ley, and  grain  of  any  sort,  such  commodities  being 
of  the  growth  or  production  of  the  territories  be- 


longing the  United  States  of  Ameriea,  froathe 
said  territories  to  the  port  of  St.  Gtoorge,  in  tke 
island  of  Bermuda,  in  any  forei|^  ship  or  vssk. 
belonging  to  any  country  in  amity  wllh  His  Ma- 
jesty, anything  in  an  act  pa»ed  in  the  iwesij- 
eighth  year  of  His  present  Majesty's  ieiga,eiti- 
tled  ''An  act  for  rmilatinf  the  trade  betven 
the  subjects  of  His  Sfajesty's  colonies  and  phi- 
tations  in  North  America  and  io  the  West  la&i 
islands,  and  the  countries  belonging  to  the  (Jsi- 
led  States  of  America,  aod  between  His  Majetxjh 
said  subjects  and  the  foreign  talnnda  m  the  Wen 
Indies,"  or  io  any  other  act  to  the  eaatiary  not* 
withstanding. 

Z.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thstusbaliaad 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  of  Hia  Ma)C8i|^s 
subjects  to  export  any  of  the  artielea  befoce  cae- 
meratedy  which  shall  have  been  tnapocted  a  uj 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  from  the  territoricisf  tke 
United  States  into  the  island  of  Bermuda  ism 
said  port  of  St.  George  to  any  of  Hia  Mafcstfi 
islands  or  dominions  in  the  Went  Indiea,  ia  Bnt- 
ish  built  ships  and  vessels^  owned  nad  navigand 
according  to  law. 

[By  a  aubaeqaent  act,  the  port  of  Haaiitoaii 
placed  on  the  same  sitoation  as  the  port  of  Saisi 
Gkorge.] 


An  Act  to  permit  the  importation  of  eeitun 
into  His  M pasty's  coloniss  or  pisntslioiis  ia  ih 
West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Sonth  Aaein. 
and  also  certain  articles  into  certsin  ports  m  tk 
West  ladies.    [May  Sd,  I818J 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  allovr  the  inporta- 
tion  of  certain  articles  into  His  Majesty's  eo^ie 
or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  or  oa  the  eoa-  j 
tinent  of  South  America : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King^emotta- 
cdientmiyeety,  by  and  Wiethe  advice  and  eotaat 
cf  the  Lorde  epuitual  and  temporal,  and  Cm- 
mane,  in  thie  preeent  Pariiamem  nmemUid.eni 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shaU  i^ 
may  be  lawful  to  import  tobaeeo,  rice.  gniu. 
pease,  beans,  and  flour,  into  any  of  Hislbjestf's 
colonies  or  plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  or  oa 
the  continent  oi  South  Ameriea,  for  thesaifilT 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  Britiah  hniltsbipt 
owned,  registered,  and  navigated  aecordias  a  I 
law,  from  any  coloay  or  possession  in  the  Wca 
Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of  Amerien,  nederik  : 
dominion  of  any  foreign  European  SoTerctsic 
Sute. 

2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thnt  it  shaUiai 
may  be  lawful  to  import  pease  and  beaos,  bciif 
the  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the  edoaia 
or  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  esa- 
tinent  of  America^  belonging  to  or  uoder  tkf 
dominion  of  any  foreign  European  Sovereift 
or  State,  into  any  of  the  poru  in  His  Majesty^ 
colonies  or  ptanutions  in  the  West  Indies,  eaa- 
merated  in  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-fifih  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  entiiied  aa  act 
10  consolidate  and  extend  the  several  laws  wye 
in  force  for  allowing  the  importation  and  expec- 
tation of  certain  goods  and  merchandise  into  and 
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from  eerlKio  ports  in  the  West  ladies;  and  in 
another  net,  passed  in  the  for^-iBixth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  said  Majesty,  entitled  an  act  for  en- 
abling His  Majesty  to  permit  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and  commodi- 
ties into  and  from  the  port  of  Road  Harbor,  in 
the  iskand  of  Tortola ;  and  lilEcwise  in  anotner 
act,  passed  in  tlM  forty-ninth  year  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  entitled  an  act  for  allowmg  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and 
eommodities  into  aad  from  the  port  of  Falmouth, 
in  tlie  island  of  Jamaica ;  ana  io  another  act, 
passed  in  the  fifty«second  year  of  his  said  Majes- 
ty's  rdgo,  entitled  an  apt  for  allowing  certain 
articles  to  be  imported  into  the  Bahama  islands, 
and  exported  therefrom  in  foreign  vessels,  and 
for  encoaraging  the  exportation  of  salt  from  the 
said  tslands;  and  io  another  act,  passed  in  the 
fiftyoseventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  Majes- 
ty, entitled  an  act  to  extend  8e?eral  acu  for  al- 
lowing the  importation  and  exportation  of  cer- 
tain ffoods  and  merchandise  to  Porta  Maria,  in 
the  isJand  of  Jamaica,  and  to  the  port  of  Bridge- 
town, in  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  in  vessels  of  the 
like  desertpiion,  and  subject  to  the  like  rules,  reg- 
nlntions,  and  restrictionS|  as  are  required  by  the 
aforesaid  acts  permitting  certain  articles  to  be 
imported  into  the  ports  eDumerated  therein,  and 
in  TeM^s  of  the  like  descriptioo,  and  subject  to 
the  like  mks,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are 
required  in  an  act  passed  in  the  fiftieth  year  of 
hia  said    Majesty's  reign,  entitled   an  act  for 
amending,  and  continuing  so  amended  until  the 
twenty-firth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  an  act  of  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  consolidating 
and  extending  the  several  laws  in  force  for  allow- 
ing the  importation  aad  exportation  of  certain 
goods  and  merchandue  into  and  from  certain 
ports  in  Che  West  Indies,  which  was  afterwards 
eontinaed  by  an  net  passed  in  the  fifty-second 
year  of  hin  said  Majesty's  reign,  until  the  twenty- 
fi/th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  and  revived  and  made  perpetual 
by  another  act  passed  in  the  fiAy-fourth  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  said  Majesty,  entitled  an  act  to 
levivc  mnd  make  perpetual  certain  acts  for  con- 
sditeting  and  extending  the  several  laws  in 
foree  for  allowing  the  importation  and  exportn- 
tiott  of  eertaia  articles  into  and  from  certain 
ports  in  the  West  Indies. 


United  States,  with  the  answers  of  this  Gbvern- 
ment  to  the  applications  addressed  to  it. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


INDBPBIfDENT  GOVERNMENTS  OP  SOUTH 

AMEiaCA. 

[ConiflUMiicatcd  to  the  House,  JsnOsiy  80, 1819.] 
Waubihutoii,  Jamtmrff  29, 1819, 
I  trmnsmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
compliance  with  their  resolution  of  the  14th  of 
this  month,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
GCQcerniog  the  applications  which  have  been 
made  by  nny  of  the  independent  Governments  of 
SottiU  America  to  have  a  Minister  or  Consul 
Geneml  accredited  hy  the  Qovemment  of  the 


DxPABTMBiiT  OF  Statb,  Jon*  28, 1819. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  14th  instant,  requesting  of  tne  Presi- 
dent Information  whetner  any  application  has 
been  made  by  any  of  the  indepenaent  Govern- 
ments of  Sooth  America  to  have  a  Minister  or 
Consul  Gkneral  accredited  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  what  was  the  answer 
given  to  soch  application^  has  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting copies  of  applications  made  by  Don  Lino 
de  Clemente  to  be  received  as  the  representative 
of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela;  and  of  David  C. 
De  Forest,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
accredited  as  Consul  Gtenerai  of  the  United  Prov- 
inces of  South  America,  with  the  answers  re- 
spectively returned  to  them.  The  reply  of  Mr. 
De  Forest  is  likewise  enclosed,  and  copies  of  the 
papers^  signed  and  avowed  by  Mr.  Clemente 
which  the  President  considered  as  rendering  any 
communication  between  this  Department  and 
him,  other  than  that  now  enclosed,  improper. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that,  while  Mr.  Clemente^ 
in  Marclb  ^'^^Zi  ^^*  assuming,  With  the  name  of 
deputy  from  Venezuela,  to  exercise  with  the 
United  States  powers  transcending  the  lawful 
authority  of  any  ambassador,  and  while,  in  Jan- 
nary,  1818,  he  was  com  mission  inff,  in  lanffuage 
disrespectful  to  this  Gbvernment,  Yieente  Pazos, 
in  the  name  of  the  Republic  of  Venezuela,  to 
**  protest  against  the  invasion  of  Amelia  Island, 
and  all  such  further  acts  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  were  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  several  republics  and  the  per- 
sons sailing  under  their  respective  flags  duly 
commissioned,^  he  •  had  himself  not  onijr  never 
been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  deputy  from  Venezuela,  but  had  never 
presented  himself  to  it  in  that  character,  or  offered 
to  exhibit  any  evidence  whatsoever  of  his  being 
invested  with  it.  The  issuing  of  commissions 
authorizing  acts  of  war  against  a  foreign  nation 
is  a  power  which  not  even  a  sovereign  can  law- 
fully exercise  within  the  dominions  of  another  in 
amity  with  him.  without  his  consent  Mr.  Pazos, 
in  his  memorial  to  the  President,  communicating 
the  commission  signed  by  Mr.  Clemente  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  given  to  General  McGregor.  alle|[es, 
in  Its  justification,  the  example  of  the  illustrious 
Franuin  in  Europe;  but  this  example,  instead 
of  furnishing  an  exception,  affords  a  direct  con- 
firmation of  the  principle  now  advanced.  The 
commissions  issued  by  the  diplomatic  agents  of 
the  United  Sutes  in  France,  during  our  Revolu- 
tionary war,  were  granted  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  French  Government,  of  which 
the  following  resolution  from  the  Secret  Journal 
of  Congress  of  23d  December,  1776,  is  decisive 

proof: 

^Remdvedf  That  the  commissioners  [at  the  Court 
of  France]  be  authorized  to  arm  and  fit  for  war 


1607 


ABPIHHUL 


16QB 


any  nmnber  of  rcaiclfl,  not  exceeding  tiX|  mt  the 
expense  of  the  United  Statee,  to  war  upon  British 

J  property  \  and  that  ecnnmissioDs  and  warrants  be 
or  this  purpose  sent  to  the  eommissioners :  pro- 
Tided  the  commissioners  be  well  satisfied  this 
mearare  will  not  be  disagreeaUe  to  the  Coort  of 
France.'' 

It  is  also  now  ascertained,  by  the  express  decla- 
ration of  the  Supreme  Chief,  oolivar,  to  the  ageat 
of  the  United  States  at  Angostura,  ^  that  the 
Qoremment  of  Venezuela  had  never  authorized 
the  expedition  of  General  McGregor,  nor  any 
other  enterprise,  against  Florida  or  Amelia."  la- 
strnctions  have  htta  forwarded  to  the  same  agent 
to  five  suitable  explanations  to  the  Government 
of  Venezuela  of  the  motives  for  declining  further 
communication  with  Mr.  Clemente,  and  assur- 
ances that  it  will  readily  be  held  with  any  person 
not  liable  to  the  same  or  like  objection. 

The  application  of  Mr.  De  Forest  to  be  ac- 
credited as  Consul  General  of  the  United  Prov* 
iaces  of  South  America  was  first  made  in  May 
last;  his  credential  was  a  letter  from  the  Su- 
preme Director  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Pueyrredon, 
announcing  his  appointment  bv  virtue  of  arti- 
cles concluded  in  the  names  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Rio 
de  la  Plau,  between  persons  authorized  by  him, 
and  W.  G.  D.  Worthington,  as  agent  of  this 
{government,  who  neither  had,  nor  indeed  pre- 
tended to  have,  any  power  to  negotiate  such  ar- 
ticles. Mr.  De  Forest  was  informed,  and  re- 
quested to  make  known  to  the  Supreme  Direc- 
tor, that  Mr.  Worthington  bad  no  authority 
whatsoever  to  negotiate  on  the  jpart  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  any  articles  to  be  obligatory  on  them, 
and  had  never  pretended  to  possess  any  full 
power  to  that  effect ;  that  any  communication 
interesting  to  the  Supreme  Director,  or  to  the 
people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  would  readily  be  held 
with  Mr.  De  Forest ;  but  that  the  recognition  of 
him  as  a  Consul  General  from  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  South  America  could  not  be  granted, 
either  upon  the  stipulation  of  supposed  articles, 
which  were  a  nullity,  or  upon  the  commission 
or  credential  letter  of  the  Supreme  Director, 
without  recognising  thereby  the  authority  from 
which  it  emanated  as  a  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent Power. 

With  this  determination,  Mr.  De  Forest  then 
declared  himself  entirely  satisfied*  But,  shortly 
after  the  commeneement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  he  renewed  his  solicitations,  by  the 
note  dated  the  9th  of  December,  to  be  accredited 
as  the  Consul  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  South  America,  founding  his  claim  on  the 
credentials  from  his  Government,  which  bad 
been  laid  before  the  President  last  May. 

A  conversation  was  shortly  afterwards  held 
with  him,  by  direction  of  the  President,  in  which 
the  reasons  were  fully  explained  to  him  upon 
which  the  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  Gtov- 
ejrnment  of  Buenos  Ayres  for  the  present  was 
not  deemed  expedient!  They  Were  also,  at  his 
request,  generally  stated  in  the  note  dated  the 
31st  of  December* 


It  has  not  been  thought  tteeesiary,%ia  the  past 
of  this  Gevemriieiit,  to  paraoe  the  corraapond* 
enee  with  Mr.  De  Forest  any  further,  naitic» 
larly  as  he  declares  himself  unauthorized  to  asi- 
tate  or  discuss  the  question  with  r^nard  to  the 
recognition  of  Buenoe  Ayres  as  an  independent 
nation.  Some  observation^  however,  amy  be 
proper,  with  reference  to  circuouiances  alleged 
by  him,  as  arguing  that  a  Consul  Geaerai  may 
be  accredited  without  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Government  from  which  he  has 
his  appointment.  The  Consul  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  resided  at  Buenoe  Ay rea,  had 
no  otner  credential  than  his  commiMon.  It 
implied  no'  recognition  by  the  United  Stales  of 
any  particular  Government ;  and  it  was  issued 
before  the  Buenos  Ayrean  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, and  while  all  the  acts  of  the  anthori- 
ties  there  were  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Spain. 

During  the  period  while  thie  Govenment  de- 
clined to  receive  Mr.  Onis  as  the  Minister  of 
Spain,  no  Consul  received  an  exeqoator  under  a 
commission  from  the  same  authority.  The  Spa»> 
ish  CoBsola,  who  had  been  received  before  the 
contest  for  the  Government  of  Spain  had  arises, 
were  suffered  to  continue  the  exercise  of  their 
functions,  for  which  no  new  recogaitioa  was 
necessary.  A  similar  remark  may  be  made  with 
regard  to  the  inequalitjr  alleged  by  Mr.  De  Pei^ 
est  to  result  from  the  admission  of  Spanish  Con- 
suls officially  to  protest  before  our  judicial  triba- 
nals  the  rights  of  Spanish  subjects  generally,  while 
he  is  not  admitted  to  the  same  privileges  with  ro- 
nrd  to  those  of  the  citizens  of  Buenos  Ayrea. 
The  equality  of  rights  to  which  the  two  partMs 
to  a  civil  war  are  entitled^  in  their  raatioas 
with  neutral  Powers,  does  not  extend  to  the 
rights  enjoyed  by  one  of  them,  by  Tirtne  of 
treaty  stipulations  oontraoted  before  the  war; 
neither  can  it  extend  to  rights,  the  enjoyment  of 
which  essentially  depends  upmi  the  issne  of  the 
war.  That  Spain  is  a  sovereign  and  iodepead- 
ent  Power,  is  not  contested  by  Buenoe  Ajrres^ 
and  is  recognised  by  the  United  States  who  are 
bound  by  treaty  to  receive  her  Consuls.  Mr. 
De  Forest's  credential  ktterasks  that  hajnay  be 
received  by  virtue  of  a  stipulation  in  eoppoeed 
articles  concluded  by  Mr.  Worthiagum,  bat 
which  he  was  not  authorized  to  make ;  eo  that 
the  reception  of  Mr.  De  Forest,  upon  the  eredea- 
tial  on  which  he  founds  his  claim,  would  imply 
a  recognition,  not  only  of  the  Government  of 
the  Baprame  Director,  Poeyrredon,  but  a  coca- 
pact  aa  binding  upon  the  United  States,  which 
IS  a  mere  nullity. 

Consols  are,  indeed,  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  from  ackaowledg«d 
sovereign  Powers  with  whom  they  have  no 
treaty.  But  the  exequatur  for  a  Consul  Geaerai 
can  obviously  not  be  granted  without  reeogni* 
sing  the  authority  from  whom  his  appointmeat 
proceeds  as  Sovereign.  "  The  Consal,"  nays 
Vaitd,  (book  2,  chap.  2,  $  34,)  <«is  note  pabUc 
Minister ;  but  as  he  is  charged  with  a  eommia* 
sion  from  his  Sorereign,  aad  received  in  that 
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qnalitf  hj  ]iiin  wk«re  he  rnidfls,  he  shoaU  ea- 

Ioy,  to  a  eertaio  extent,  the  proteetion  of  the 
iw  of  natioDs.'' 

If,  from  this  state  of  thiaga,  the  iababitants  of 
Baenos  Ayns  eannot  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
beioff  offieiaUf  represented  before  the  conxts  of 
the  United  States  b]r  a  Consul,  while  the  sub- 
jects of  Spaia  are  entitled  to  that  pririlege,  it  Is 
an  ineqoality  resniiing  frooa  the  nature  of  the 
contest  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  not  from 
any  denial  of  their  rights  as  parties  to  a  ciTil 
war.  The  recognition  of  them,  as  sneh,  and 
the  coBseqaent  admieeion  ef  their  vessels  into 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  operate  with  an 
inequality  against  the  other  party  to  that  con- 
test, and  m  their  favor. 

It  was  stated  in  conversation  to  Mr.  De  For- 
est, and  afterwards  in  the  note  of  31st  December, 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  the  United  States 
to  understand  whether  Buenos  Ay  res  itself 
claims  an  entire,  or  only  an  imperfect  independ- 
ence; that  the  necessity  of  an  explanation  upon 
this  point  arose  from  the  fact  that^  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  the  supposed  article  with  Mr.  Iror- 
thingtoUj  the  Snpreme  Director  had  declined 
contracting^  the  engagement,  though  with  the 
offer  of  reciprocity,  that  the  United  States  should 
enjoy  at  Boenos  Ay  res  the  advantages  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  most  fayored  nation ;  that  the  rea- 
aon  given  by  him  for  refusing  such  an  engage- 
ment was,  that  Spain  having  claims  of  sover- 
eignty over  Buenos  Ayres,  the  right  must  be 
reserred  of  granting  special  iavors  to  her  for 
renouncing  them,  which  other  nations,  having 
no  such  claims  to  renounce,  could  not  justly  ex- 
pect to  obtain.  Without  discussing  the  correct- 
ness of  this  principle,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
United  Stat^  in  acknowledging  Buenos  Ayres 
as  independent,  would  expect  to  be  treated  on 
the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  or  to 
know  tlM  extent  and  character  of  the  oenefits 
which  were  to  be  allowed  to  others  and  denied 
to  them;  and  that,  while  an  indefinite  power 
should  be  reserved,  of  mating  to  any  nation 
id  vantages  to  be  withheld  from  the  United 
States,  an  acknowledgment  of  independence 
must  be  considered  premature. 

Mr.  De  Forest  sAswers  that  this  reservation 
iBUst  appear  to  every  one  contrary  to  the  inoli- 
Bation  as  wdi  as  the  interest  of  the  GoveraBMnt 
of  Baenos  Avres}  that  it  must  have  been  onl^  a 
propoaition  of  a  temporary  nature,  not  extending 
to  the  adkflowiedgment  by  the  United  States  of 
the  iDdepeadence  of  South  America,  which  he 
is  confidant  would  have  rendered  anv  such  res- 
ervation altogether  unnecessary,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  must 
have  ae«Q  they  were  treating  with  aa  unauthor- 
ized person^  and  suggested  the  idea  from  an 
opinion  of  Us  good  policy;  and,  he  adds,  that 
Portngnl  is  acknowledged  by  the  United  Stales 
tt  an  independent  Power,  although  their  com- 
Aerca  ia  taxed  higher  in  the  ports  of  Breail  than 
that  of  Great  firitaia* 

It  had  not  been  intended  to  suggest  to  Mr*  De 
Forest  that  it  waa,  in  aay  manner^  iaoompatible 


with  the  independence  or  sovereignty  of  a  na* 
tioa  to  grant  commercial  advantages  to  one  for- 
eign  State,  and  to  withhold  them  from  another* 
If  any  such  advantage  is  granted  for  aa  eq^uiva- 
lent,  other  nations  can  have  no  right  to  claim  its 
enjoyment,  even  though  entitled  to  be  treated  aa 
the  most  favored  nations,  unless  by  the  reeinrcK 
cal  grant  of  the  same  equivalent.  Neither  had 
it  been  meaat  to  say  that  a  nation  forfeited  its 
character  of  acknowledged  sovereignty,  even  by 
granting,  without  equivalent,  commercial  advan- 
tages to  one  foreign  Power,  aad  withholdiag 
them  from  another.  However  absurd  and  unjust 
the  policy  of  a  nation  granting  to  one,  and  refa- 
sina  to  anotherrsaeh  j^aluitous  eoaeessions  might 
be  aeemed,  the  question  whether  they  affected  ita 
independence  or  not  would  rest  upon  the  nature 
of  the  concessions  themselves.  The  idea  meant 
to  be  conveyed  was,  that  the  reservation  of  an 
indefinite  right  to  grant  hereafter  special  favors 
to  Spain  for  the  remuneration  of  her  claims  of 
sovereignty,  left  it  imcortain  whether  the  inde* 
pendence  of  Buenos  Ayres  would  be  complete  or 
imperfect,  and  it  was  suggested  with  a  view^to 
give  the  opportnaity  to  the  Supreme  Director  of 
ex|daining  his  intentions  ia  this  respect,  and 
to  intimate  to  him  that,  while  such  an  indefinite 
right  was  reserved,  an  acknowledgment  of  inde- 
pendence must  be  considered  as  premature.  Thia 
caution  was  thought  the  more  necessary,  ioae* 
much  as  it  was  known  that,  at  the  same  tiniie 
while  the  Supreme  Director  was  insisting:  upon 
this  reservation,  a  mediation  between  Spain  and 
her  colonies  had  been  solicited  by  Spain,  and 
agreed  to  b^  the  five  principal  Powera  of  Em* 
rope,  the  basis  of  which  was  understood  to  he  ft 
compromise  between  the  Spanish  claim  to  aav* 
ereigaty  and  the  colonial  ckim  to  indenendenae. 
Mr.  De  Forest  was  imderstood  to  nave  said 
that  the  Congress  at  Tneuman  had  determiaad 
to  offer  a  great  of  special  privikges  to  the  nation 
which  shwild  be  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  ia* 
depeadenee  of  Bneaoe  A^res.  He  stated  ia  hia 
notee  that  he  knew  nothing  of  any  such  resoltt* 
tiott  by  that  Congress,  but  that  it  was  a  prevaii* 
ing  opinion  at  Buenos  Ayres,  aad  hu  own  optn* 
ion  also,  that  such  speeial  privileges  would  be 
granted  to  the  first  recognising  Power,  if  de* 
maaded.  It  has  invariabry  been  avowed  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  that  they  woaM 
neither  ask  nor  accept  (^  any  special  privilege 
or  advaatafe  for  their  acknowledgment  of  South 
American  independence ;  but  it  appears  that  the 
Supreme  Director  of  Buenos  Ayres,  far  from 
being  prepared  to  grant  special  favors  to  the 
United  States  for  taxing  the  lead  in  the  acknowl- 
edgment, declined  even  a  reciprocal  stipulation 
that  they  should  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as 
other  nations.  Nor  was  this  reservation,  as  Mr. 
De  Forest  supposes,  defeasible  by  the  acknowl- 
edgment on  the  part  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
South  American  independence.  The  Supreme 
Director  could  not  be  so  ignorant  that  it  waa 
impossible  for  this  Government  to  ratify  the  ar- 
ticles prepared  by  his  authority  with  Mr.  Wor- 
thiagtoa,  and  yet  to  withhold  the  aakaowledg* 
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meat  of  independenee.  He  knew  that,  if  that 
instrument  shoald  be  ratified,  the  United  States 
mast  thereby  necessarily  be  the  first  to  g^nt  the 
acknowledgment  $  yet  he  declined  inserting  in  it 
an  article  seearing  to  each  party  in  the  ports  of 
the  other  the  adrantaees  of  the  most  farored 
nation.  It  is,  ncTertheiess,  in  conformity  to  one 
of  those  same  articles  that  Mr.  De  Forest  claimed 
to  be  receired  in  the  formal  character  of  Consol 
General. 

With  regard  to  the  irregolarities  and  excesses 
committed  by  armed  yessels  sailing  under  the 
flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  complained  of  in  the  note 
of  the  1st  of  Januarr,  it  was  not  expected  that 
Mr.  De  Forest  would  have  the  power  of  re* 
straining  them,  otherwise'  than  by  representing 
them  to  the  Supreme  Director,  in  whom  the  au* 


thority  to  spply  the  proper  remedy  is  supposed 
to  be  rested.  The  admission  of  Mr.  De  Forest 
in  the  character  of  Consul  General  would  grve 
him  no  additional  means  of  suppressing  the  evil. 
Its  principal  aggravation  arises  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  cruisers  of  Buenos  Ayres  are 
almost,  if  not  ^uite,  unirersaily  manned  and 
officered  by  foreigners,  having  no  permanent  con- 
nexion with  that  country,  or  interest  in  its  cause. 
But  the  complaint  was  not  confined  to  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  cruisers;  it  was  stated  that  blank 
commissions  for  prirateers,  their  commanders 
and  officers,  had  been  transmitted  to  this  country, 
With  the  blanks  left  to  be  filled  op  here,  for  fitting 
outf  arming,  and  equipping  them  for  purposes 
pronibited  by  the  laws  or  the  United  States,  and 
m  riolation  of  the  laws  of  nations.  It  was  ob- 
serred^  that  this  practice  being  alike  irreconcile- 
able  with  the  rights  and  the  obligations  of  the 
United  States,  it  was  expected  by  the  President 
that,  being  made  known  to  the  Supreme  Direc- 
tor, no  instance  of  it  would  again  occur  here- 
irfter.  No  reply  to  this  part  of  the  note  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  De  Forest;  for  it  is  not  supposed 
that  he  meant  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  of 
himself  or  of  the  GoTcroment  of  Buenos  Ayres 
eonceminff  it,  unless  bis  character  of  Consul  uen- 
eral  should  be  recognised.  As  he  states  that  he 
has  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  note  itself  to  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  the  expectation  may  be  indulged 
that  the  exclusive  sovereign  authority  of  the 
United  States  within  their  own  jurisdiction  will 
hereafter  be  respected. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

No.1. 
Don  Lino  de  Gemente  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

WABBiiiOToif,  December  11, 
EiglUh  fear  ^f  theRqpubiiCy  A.  D.  1818. 

Most  Bxobllent  Sib  :  Having  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Gtovernment  of  the 'Republic  of  Ven- 
ezuela its  representative  near  the  United  States 
of  North  America.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  of  my  arrival  m  this  city  for  the  purpose  of 
discharging  the  trust  committed  to  me ;  to  effect 
this,  1  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  me  at  what  time  it  will  be  convenient 
for  you  to  afibrd  me  an  opportunity  of  present- 


ing my  respects  to  you  personallj,  and  of  co»> 
municating  to  you  the  object  or  my  arrival  is 
the  federal  city. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occanon  to  tender  ts 
you  the  assurance  of  the  high  respect  and  ess- 
sideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  tobe,flr. 

Tour  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

LINO  DB  CLBMBNTE. 

Hon.  JoBN  Q^trmcT  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State* 

No.  2. 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Za9U>  A  Ckwunte. 

Depabtment  of  Statx, 

Wa^ington,  Dec.  16, 181^ 

Sin:  Your  note  of  the  11th  instant  has  bees 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  Bma, 
by  whose  direction  I  have  to  inform  yon  tbat 
your  name  having  been  avowedly  affixed  lo  t 
paper,  drawn  up  within  the  United  States,  pn* 
portinff  to  be  a  commission  to  a  foreign  omcet 
for  undertaking  and  executing  an  expedition  is 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  mi 
also  to  another  paper  avowing  that  act,  and  oth- 
erwise insulting  to  this  Gk>vernment,  which  pt- 
efs  have  been  transmitted  to  Conmn  br  the 
essage  of  the  President  of  the  25ih  of  March 
last,  I  am  not  authorized  to  confer  with  you,  and 
that  no  /urther  communication  will  be  receired 
from  you  at  this  DepartmeuL 

I  am,  with  due  consideration ,  sir,  your  rerj 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  dUINCT  ADAMS. 

Don  Lmo  ob  Clembmtb. 

No.  3. 

No.  L  TVofiakUum  of  Sir  Gregor  JUcGregm^i 

commieeion. 

The  Deputies  of  free  Ameriea,  reaadeat  ia  tkt 
United  Sutes  of  the  North,  to  their  compafiist 
Gregor  McGregor,  General  of  Brigade  ia  the 
service  of  the  United  Provinces  oT  New  Gfs> 
nada  and  Venexuela,  greeting: 

Whereas  it  is  highly  important  to  the  iatemts 
of  the  people  whom  we  have  the  honor  tsTme* 
sent,  that  possession  should  be  taken,  withoat  vhs 
of  time,  or  Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  the  bins- 
ings  of  free  institutions  and  the  seeority  of  their 
natural  rights  imparted  to  their  inhabitants,  a 
pursuance  of  our  instructions,  and  in  ctmfonaitf 
to  the  desires  of  our  respective  Governments*  «t 
have  commissioned  Brigadier  General    GrefW 
McGregor  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  aa> 
cution,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  an  enterprise  ss 
interesting  to  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  sit 
eaffaged: 

Therefore,  tailing  into  consideration  yoor  xeil 
and  devotion  to  the  Republic,  we  reqaeat  yon,  ta 
the  name  of  our  constituentiB.  to  proceed,  on  your 
own  responsibility  and  that  of  the  above-named 
provinces  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  yo«ir  jod^ 
meat  may  most  effectuallv  tend  to  procure  for 
our  brethren  of  both  the  Flohdas,  Beat  nnd  West, 
the  speedy  enjoyment  of  those  benefita  to  which 
they  are  invited  by  the  imporunee  of  their  ge»* 
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gnphieal  sitoatloo ;  and  for  that  parpose  we  au- 
thorize yo!i|  withoat  departing  from  the  usages 
and  eostoms  of  civilized  nations  in  like  cases,  and 
the  due  obserTaace  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  partieularly  those  regulating  their 
nentralitf  with  foreign  Powers,  to  cause  ressels 
to  be  armed  without  the  limits  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion, and  profistonaliy  to  grant  rank  to  naral  and 
military  officers,  until  the  UoTeroment  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  free  will  of  the  said  people  can  pro- 
ride  io  the  most  suitable  mode  for  the  arrange- 
meat  of  their  several  departments;  in  the  execu- 
tion of  all  which,  the  instructions  delivered  to 
yoo  of  this  date  will  serre  as  your  guide. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  at  the  city  of 
Philidelphia.  the  31st  of  March,  1817. 

LINO  DB  CLEMENTS, 
Deputy  for  Venezuela, 
PEDRO  GOAL. 
DepuiyfitimNew  Chranaday  ana  ae  froxf^  for 
P.Zarate,  Dejoulty  front  Mexico. 

MARTIN  THOMPSON, 
Depuiyfrom  Rio  de  la  Plata, 

Pbiuldelpbia,  January  15, 1818— 8^A. 
A  traecopy  of  the  original  in  my  possession  : 
LINO  DE  CLEMENTE. 
A  true  copy :  PAZOS. 

No.  4. 

From  Don  Iam  de  Gemente  to  Don  Vincente 

Pazoe, 

Pbilaoslpbia,  Jan.  15^  1818 — Qth, 

By  letters  from  Oeneral  Don  Luis  de  Aury  and 
Don  Pedro  Goal,  dated  at  Fernandina,  the  26th 
December  last,  I  have  been  informed  that  they 
hare  commissioned  yoo,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
protest  in  the  name  of  the  Independent  Govern- 
ment of  South  America,  against  the  invasion  of 
imelia  Island  by  a  naval  and  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  23d  of  December  last, 
and  to  demand  the  restitution  of  the  vessels  cap- 
tnred  from  the  enemy,  which  have  been  detained, 
ind  sent  to  different  ports  by  American  vessels  of 
war. 

Although  the  €k)vernment  of  Venezuela,  of 
whose  powers  I  am  bearer,  is  included  in  your 
commission  jointly  with  tnose  in  whose  name 
possession  was  taken  of  Amelia  Island,  yet  it  has 
seemed  to  me  to  be  proper  specially  to  authorize 
you,  as  I  do  hereby,  to  protest,  in  the  name  of 
my  said  Government,  against  the  invasion  of 
Amelia,  and  all  such  further  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  as  are  contrary  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  several  republics,  and 
the  persons  sailing  under  their  respective  nags, 
(Inly  commissioned. 

And  to  enable  you  satisfactorily  to  prove  that 
Amelia  Island  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards  by 
I  competent  authority,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
nmmissioB  granted  to  Cteneral  McGregor  on  the 
3l8t  of  March  last  by  the  deputies  of  the  inde- 
^denl  lepublica. 

J^Vlc  motives  alleged  by  the  Government  of 
tbe  United  States,  in  justineation  of  their  hostile 


measure,  serve  to  prove  their  own  futility,  and 
clearly  demonstrate  that  the  sole  object  was  the 
acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  without  forming  any 
other  calculation^  than  those  founded  on  the 
more  or  less  eihausted  state  to  which  the  patriota 
may  reduce  the  Spanish  Government;  and,  in 
consequence,  the  pretext  of  a  want  of  authority 
in  the  parties  who  took  possession  of  Amelia  and 
Gblveston,  was  one  while  resorted  to;  and,  at 
others,  that  those  establishments  were  formed  to 
serve  as  a  shelter  to  pirates  and  smuggleas; 
finally,  that  no  foreign  Power  could  be  permitted 
to  estaUish  itself  in  the  Floridas,  alleging  a  se- 
cret act  passed  in  1811,  which  is  applicable  to  the 
present  case. 

I  flatter  myself  it  will  be  very  easy  for  you  to 
prove  that  the  United  States  have  no  other 
grounds  for  this  step  than  their  own  convenience^ 
supported  by  force. 

I  have  repeatedly  transmitted  an  account  to 
my  Government  of  the  occurrences  at  Amelia 
Island,  after  its  occupation  by  General  McGregor, 
requesting  it  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
Government  of  New  Granada,  at  Casanare ;  and 
to  enable  me  to  continue  my  communications, 
which  existing  circumstances  make  interesting, 
I  request,  sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  of  the  result  of  your 
mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con* 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LINO  DE  CLEMENTE. 
A  true  copy  :  PAZOS. 

To  Senor  Don  Vicente  Pazob. 

No.  5. 

Mr-  De  fhreet  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 

Gbobobtown,  Dec.  9, 1818. 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  Mr.  Adams 
that  I  have  again  arrived  in  this  District,  in  ordec 
to  renew  my  solicitations  to  be  accredited  by  this 
Government  as  the  Consul  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Sooth  America,  founding  my  claim 
on  the  credentials  from  my  Government,  which 
were  laid  before  the  President  in  the  month  of 
May  last. 

The  information  recently  acquired  by  this  Gov- 
ernment respecting  the  provinces  of  South  Ame- 
rica, I  presume  has  established  the  fact  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  Buenos  Ayres,  their  capital,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  their  territory,  are  and  have 
been  free  and  independent  of  the  Government  of 
Spain  for  more  than  eiffht  years,  and  possess  am- 
ple ability  to  support  tneir  independence  in  fu- 
ture; that  a  regular  system  of  gorernment  is 
established  by  their  inhabitants,  who  show  them- 
selves, by  the  wisdom  of  their  institutions,  suffi- 
ciently enlightened  for  self-government ;  and  that 
they  look  up  to  this  great  Republic  as  a  model, 
and  their  elder  sister,  from  whose  sympathies  ana 
friendship  they  hope  and  expect  ordinary  protec- 
tion at  least. 

The  messages  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  the  last  as  the  present  year,  have 
created  a  general  belief  that  the  United  States 
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haTe  placed  us  on  an  equal  fooUo^  with  Spaini 
«8  it  respects  our  commercial  operations ;  but,  sir^ 
tt  is  found  not  to  be  tbe  ease.  A  Consul  ofSpaio 
is  known  and  respected  as  sucb  bf  your  tribunals 
of  justice,  which  enables  him,  er  officio^  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  interests  of  his  countrymen; 
whereas  the  verbal  permission  I  bave  to  act  in  the 
duties  of  my  office  will  not  afail  in  your  tribu* 
Dais;  and  a  number  of  instances  have  already 
occurred  where  the  property  of  my  absent  fellow- 
citizens  has  been  jeopardized  for  want  of  a  legally 
authorized  protector.  The  case  of  the  Spanish 
schooner  <— -,  >  P'iz^  <o  our  armed  vessels  Bue- 
nos Ayres  and  Tucuman,  which  was  brought 
into  Scituate,  some  time  since,  by  her  mutinous 
crew,  after  having  murdered  the  captain  and 
mate,  by  throwing  tbem  overboard,  is  a  striking 
instance  of  the  necessity  of  there  being  resident 
here  an  accredited  agent  to  superintend  the  com- 
mercial concerns  of  South  America,  and  without 
such  accredited  agent  our  citizens  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  completely  protected  in  their  rights. 

I  request  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  communication 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  early 
as  it  may  be  convenient,  and  to  assure  him  that  I 
duly  appreciate  the  friendly  reception  I  met  with 
from  his  Government  on  my  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try \  and  that,  as  circumstances  have  since  mate- 
rially altered,  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  receive 
hispermission  to  act  in  tbe  accustomed  form. 

While  I  remain,  with  the  highest  consideration 
and  refspecl,  you^  most  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  C.  DK  FOREST. 

Hon.  J.  Ct.  ADAMa,  3ec  ofStak* 

No.  6. 
Mr.  Dt  Forest  to  ihe  Secretary  of  State. 
QioaaiTOWB,  D^ember  12, 181B. 

I  took  the  liberty  on  ike  9cb  instant  of  address- 
ing a  ante  to  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  requesting 
to  i>e  accredited  as  the  Consul  Qeneral  of  the 
iTnil^  Provinces  of  South  America ;  and  have 
now  the  honor  of  ioforminj^  Mr.  Adams  that  I 
bave  lately  received  an  official  communicaiioa 
firom  the  Uovernment  of  Buenos  Ayres  directing 
me  to  inform  the  Qoveromeat  of  this  country 
that  the  supposed  conspiracy  against  the  person 
of  the  Supreme  Director  proves  to  have  originat- 
ed with  an  obscure  and  disappointed  individual, 
who,  to  gain  adherents  pretended  to  be  connect- 
ed with  people  of  tbe  nrst  respectability  and  in- 
fluence, several  of  whom  he  named,  but  who  have 
eonvinced  the  Government  that  they  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  his  base  project. 

The  Supreme  Director,  anxious  to  do  away 
any  unfavorable  impressions  which  the  report  of 
such  an  affair  might  cause  at  this  distance,  has 
ordered  me  to  assure  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  that  the  Government  of  South  America 
was  never  more  firmly  supported,  nor  its  pros- 
pects more  brilliant,  than  at  tne  present  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  everv 
sentiment  of  respect  and  esteem,  Mr.  Adamses 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servantt 

DAVID  C.  D£  FOREST. 

Hod.  John  d.  Adanb,  Sec.  tf  State. 


No.  7. 
Mr.  Adawu  to  Mr.  De  Fpireai. 

WasBiNQTOH,  Dec  31,  1818. 

Mr.  Adams  presents  bis  complimeafta  to  Mt, 
De  Forest,  and  has  the  honor  of  aaaiuiiiff  biiabf 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Staia» 
of  the  continued  interest  that  he  takes  in  ibc 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  proviocea  of  Lt 
Plata,  and  of  nis  disposition  to  rceogaiae  the  ia- 
dependent  Government  of  Buanoa  Ayraa  as  soea 
as  the  time  shall  have  arrived  when  thaatep  may 
be  taken  with  advantage  to  the  intererts of  Sonih 
America  as  well  as  of  the  United  Statea, 

In  the  mean  time,  he  r^reta  that  an  eac%«uor 
to  Mr.  De  Forcat,  as  Consul  General  of  the  Uaiieft 
Province  of  Sooth  Amettea,  cannot  be  issued, 
for  reasons  slated  in  part  by  the  President,  is  kis 
Message  to  Congress  at  the  commeneeoiest  of 
their  preaent  aeasion ;  and  fiw tb«r  estirfaiasi  ts 
Mr.  De  Forest  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  tte  co&venatiot 
which  he  haa  had  the  honor  of  holdtag  with  huL 
Mr.  De  Forest  moat  have  seen  that  any  privikfo 
which  may  be  attached  to  the  consalar  character 
cannot  avail,  in  the  judicial  tribanals  of  tbis 
country,  to  influence  in  any  manner  the  admia- 
istration  of  justice ;  and,  with  regard  to  the 
schooner  brought  into  Scituate,  socli  measorcs 
have  been  taken,  and  will  be  taken,  by  die  ear 
thorities  of  the  United  States,  as  are  warranted 
by  the  circomstanoes  of  the  ease  and  faf  the  ei- 
isting  laws. 

Mfith  respect  to  the  aekaaivlc4irQKent  af  tke 
Government  of  Buenos  Ayiea,  it  has  bna  m«- 
geated  to  Mr.  De  Forest,  that,  when  adofttd,  it 
will  be  merely  the  recognition  of  a  iket,  wtthmt 
pronouncing  or  implying  an  opinion  with  it^ 
to  the  extent  of  the  territory  or  proTincas  nods 
their  authority,  and  particularly  wUkoot  bnar 
understood  to  decide  upon  their  elaina  to  coaM 
over  the  Banda  Oriental,  Santa  Fe.  Paia|«r} 
or  any  other  provinces  disclaiming  their  s«fce> 
macy  or  dominion.    It  was  also  observed  thu 
in  acknowledging  that  Government  sm  independ- 
ent, it  would  be  necessary  for  the  United  States 
to  understand  whether  Buenos  Ayres  claiBsicvlf 
an  entire,  or  only  an  imperfect  indepcatece. 
From  certain  transactions  between  persons  ta* 
thorized  by  the  Supreme  Director,  and  an  agcst 
of  the  United  States,  (thpugh  uaaathorixed  bf 
their  Government,)  after  the  declaration  of  ia- 
dependence  by  tbe  Congress  at  Tacnman,  sad 
within  the  last  year,  it  appears  that  the  Sapccne 
Director  declined  contractina  the  engmgcmest 
that  the  United  States  should  heritor  eigoyst 
Buenos  Ayres  the  advantages  and  privileges  of 
the  most  favored  nation,  although  with  theofier 
of  a  reciprocal  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  Uai* 
ted  States.    The  reason  assigned  by  the  Sopfcae 
Director  was^^that  Spain  having  claims  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Buenos  Ajrres,  special  privileges 
and  advantages  might  ultimate! v  be  granted  to 
tbe  S|)anish  nation  as  a  consideration  for  the 
renunciation  of  those  claims.    It  ta  deaiimbk  that 
it  should  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  of  Bnenoa  Ayres  whatheri  while 
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8«ek  a  power  it  i^ttsntA^  tlieir  indepeodeace  it 
complete ;  tad  how  fax  other  Powers  can  rely 
tliat  the  aathoritT  of  Spain  might  not  be  eiran* 
tnally  restored.  It  has  been  stated  bf  Mr.  De 
Forest  thai  the  Congress  at  Tpeoman  had  passed 
a  reaolotion  to  offer  speeiai  advaatages  to  the 
nation  wbieh  should  first  acknowledge  their  io' 
dependence;  opon  which  the  qaestion  was  pro- 
posed whether  sacb  a  resolntion,  if  carried  into 
effect,  wonld  not  be  rather  a  transfer  of  depend* 
eace  from  one  nation  to  another,  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  independence?  rather  to  purchase 
support  than  to  obtain  recognition  1  The  United 
States  h^re  no  iatentioo  of  exacting  farors  of 
Buenos  Ay  res  for  the  acknowledgment  of  ics 
independence;  bnt,  in  acknowledging  it,  they 
will  expect  either  to  enjoy,  in  their  intercourse 
with  it,  the  same  privileges  and  adranUges  as 
other  foreign  nations,  or  to  know  precisely  the 
extent  and  character  of  the  benefits  which  are  to 
be  allowed  to  others,  and  denied  to  them*  It 
should,  indeed,  be  known  to  the  Supreme  Direc* 
tor  tha^  while  sneh  an  indefinite  power  is  reserred, 
of  gramiog  to  aa^  nation  adTantases  to  be  with- 
held from  the  United  States,  an  acinowledgment 
of  independence  must  be  considered  premature. 

In  ad  vertiag  to  these  nrineiples,  it  was  observed 
to  Mr.  De  Forest  that  their  importance  could  not 
bist  be  peeuLnrly  felt  by  the  United  Sutes,  as 
haTtne  been  invariably  and  conspicuously  ezem- 
plifiedin  their  own  practice,  both  m  relation  to  the 
couotrf  whose  colonies  they  had  been,  and  to 
that  which  was  the  fisst  to  aeknowledffe  their 
independence.  In  the  wofdh  of  their  decuuratioui 
issued  on  the  4ih  of  July,  1776,  they  resoired 
theoeeforth  "*  to  hold  the  British  nation,  as  they 
hold  the  rmt  of  mankind-— enemies  in  war,  in 


peace  frienas;"  and  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  concluded  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1778;  between  the  United  States  and  France,  be- 
ing the  ficst  acknowledgment  by  a  foreign  Power 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
first  treat jr  to  which  they  were  a  party,  the  pre- 
amble deelarea  that  the  King  of  France  and  the 
United  Butesi  "  willing  to  fix,  in  an  equitable 
and  permanent  meaner,  the  rules  which  ought  to 
be  followed  relative  to  the  eorrespondeaee  and 
commerce  which  the  two  parties  desire  to  estab* 
lisb  between  their  respective  countries,  States, 
aod  suluects,  have  judged  that  the  laid  end  could 
not  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking,  for  the  basis 
of  tbeir  agreepKent,  the  most  perfect  equality  and 
reciprocity,  and  by  eerefnUy  avoiding  ail  those 
burdensome  preferences  which  are  usually  sources 
of  debate^  embarrassment,  and  dinontent;  by 
leaviiig^  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  mak^  le- 
q>eciiog  commerce  and  navigation,  those  interior 
regulations  which  it  shall  find  most  convenient 
te  itself;  and  by  fouqding  the  advant^e  of  com- 
merce solely  upon  recipiocal  utility,  and  the  just 
rules  of  free  mtercouise;  reserving,  withal,  to 
each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting^  at  iu  plea- 
sere,  other  aaiioas  to  a  participation  of  the  same 
advantage." 

la  the  second  artiele  of  the  same  treaty  it  was 
also  stipnUied  that  neither  the  United  States  nor 


Fmnceshonld  thenceforth  grant  any  partienlar 
favor  to  other  nations,  in  respect  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  which  should  not  immediately 
become  conimon  to  the  other  nations,  freely,  if 
the  concession  was  free,  or  for  the  same  compen- 
sation if  additional. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  De  Forest's  note  of  the  Idlh 
instant,  Mr.  Adams  has  the  honor  of  assuring  him 
that  the  President  has  received  with  much  satis- 
faction the  information  contained  in  it,  and  will 
derive  great  pleasure  from  every  event  which 
shall  contribute  to  the  stability  and  honor  of  the 
Ooveroment  of  Baenos  Ayres. 

Mt.  Adams  requests  Mr.  De  Forest  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

D.  O.  Db  FoaBar,  4Sf€orgeta0n. 

No.  8. 
Mr.  Adanh§  to  Mir.  De  FbreH, 

Wasbinotoii,  January  1, 1819. 

Mr.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  De 
Forest,  and,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  the  schooner 
brought  into  Scituate,  mentioned  in  Mr.  De  For- 
est's communication  of  the  9th  instant,  as  well  as 
to  several  others  which  have  occurred  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  requests  him  to  have  the  goodness 
to  impress  upon  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres 
the  necessitv  of  taking  measures  to  repress  the 
excesses  and  irregularities  committed  by  many 
armed  vessds  sailing  under  their  fiag  and  bearing 
their  commissions^  The  Ctovernmeat  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  having  reason  to  believe  that  many  of 
these  vessels  have  been  fitted  out,  armed,  equip* 
ped,  and  manned  in  the  poru  oi  the  United  Sialci, 
and  Ml  direct  violation  of  their  laws* 

Of  the  penoBs  eomposiog  the  priae  erew  of  the 
vessel  at  Scituate,  and  now  in  confinement  omm 
charges  of  murder  and  piracy,  it  is  understood  tnat 
three  are  British  subjects,  and  one  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  knawn  that  commissions  lor 
private  armed  vessels  to  be  fitted  oat,  armed,  and 
manned  in  this  country,  have  been  sent  from 
Buenos  Avres  to  the  United  States,  with  the 
names  of  the  vessels,  commanders,  and  officers  in 
blank,  to  be  filled  up  here,  and  have  been  ofiered 
to  the  avidity  of  speculators,  stimi^bted  more  by 
the  thirst  for  plunder  than  by  any  regard  for  the 
South  American  cause. 

Of  soeh  vessels  it  is  obvious  that  neither  the 
captains,  officers,  nor  crews  can  have  any  perosa- 
nent  connexion  with  Buenos  Ayres;  and.  from 
the  characters  of  those  who  alone  could  be  inp 
duced  to  engage  in  such  enterprises,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  expect  acts  of  atrocity,  such  ea 
those  alleged  against  the  persons  implicated  ia 
the  case  of  the  vessel  at  Scituate. 

The  President  wishes  to  believe  that  this  prac- 
tice has  been  without  the  privitjr  of  the  Qovern» 
meat  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  he  wishes  their  atten- 
tion may  be  drawn  to  the  sentiment,  that  it  ia 
incompatible  both  with  the  rights  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States;  with  their  rights,  as 
an  ofiensive  exercise  of  sovereign  authority  by 
foreigners  within^  their  jnrisdictioa,  aad  without 
their  consent;  with  their  obligationsi  as  involv* 
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ing  a  TiolatioB  of  tJie  ocutrality  whieh  thef  have 
inrariably  avowed,  and  which  it  is  their  deter- 
miaatioB  to  maintain.  The  President  expects, 
from  the  friendiy  disposition  manifested  by  the 
Supreme  Director  towards  the  United  States,  that 
no  instance  of  this  cause  of  complaint  will  here- 
after be  given. 

Mr*  Adams  requests  Mr.  De  Forest  to  accept 
the  renewed  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

David  C.  Db  Fobbbt,  Esq. 

No.  9. 
Qbobgetown,  January  8, 1819. 

Sib  :  It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  any  unne- 
cessary trouble  to  the  Department  of  State ;  but 
having  had  the  honor  of  receiving  two  notes  from 
Mr.  ^cretary  Adams  on  the  4tii  instant,  dated 
December  31  and  January  1,  some  explanation 
appears  to  be  necessarv. 

In  the  first  place,  I  cJo  not  suppose  ^  that  any 
privileges  which  may  be  attached  to  the  consular 
character  can  avail  in  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
this  country  to  influence  in  any  manner  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice."  But  I  suppose  that  a 
Consul  duly  accredited  is,  tx  officio,  the  legal  rep- 
resentative of  his  fellow-citizens  not  otherwise 
represented  by  an  express  power;  and  that  the 
tribunals  of  justice  do  and  will  admit  the  legality 
of  such  representation.  Mr.  Adams  has  misun- 
derstood me  in  another  observation,  which  was,  in 
substance,  that  there  was  a  general  opinion  pre- 
vailing at  Buenos  Ayres  that  the  Fower  lirst 
recognising  our  independence  would  expect  some 
extraordinary  privilege  or  advantage  therefor; 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government  of  Boe* 
noe  Ayres  would  readily  grant  it  if  demanded.  I 
know  nothing,  however,  of  anv  resolution  having 
been  passed  on  this  subject  by  the  Congress  at 
Tucuman. 

It  appears,  from  the  relation  of  a  fact  in  Mr. 
Adams's  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres  had  intimated  a  desire  (in 
the  course  of  a  negotiation  with  an  agent  of  the 
United  States)  to  reserve  the  right  of  granting 
more  extraordinary  privileges  to  Spain  on  the 
settlement  of  a  general  peace,  which  must  appear 
to  every  one  contrary  to  their  inclination  as  well 
as  interest ;  and  it  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
supposing  that  the  proposition  of  the  United  States' 
agent  was  merely  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  did 
not  extend  to  an  acknowledgment  by  the  United 
States  of  the  independence  of  South  America ; 
whieh  act,  I  am  confident,  would  have  rendered 
any  such  reservation  altogether  unneeessary  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
who  must  have  seen  that  they  were  treating  with 
an  unauthorized  person,  and  must  have  thought 
it  good  policy  at  this  time  to  suggest  such  an 
idea.  Indeed,  were  the  Government  of  Buenos 
Ayres  to  pursue  that  course^hey  would  plead  the 
example  of  a  neighboring  Power  acknowledged 
to  be  independent  by  the  United  Slates,  and  its 
chief  both  illustrious  and  legitimate.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Government  of  Brazil  taxes  the 
commerqe  of  the  United  States  about  sixty  per 


cent,  higdier  than  that  of  Gnat  Britaia.  It  nay 
be  that  Great  Britain  is  entitled  to  this  ptefereace 
on  BccouBt  of  important  services  rendered  by  her 
to  the  King  of  Portugal ;  and  permit  me  to  adr 
you,  sir,  what  services  could  be  rendered  to  as/ 
nation  already  in  existence  so  gnni,  mm  wouU  be 
the  ackBowledgment  by  Gkeat  Britaia,  or  by  the 
United  States,  of  the  independenee  of  Soatk 
America?  Such  recognition  naerely,  by  either 
of  these  Powers,  would  probably  bBvo  the  imoe* 
diate«  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  tlie  eroei  aad 
destructive  war  now  raging  betireeu  BfMua  and 
South  America,  and  crown  with  mtm4mdiag 
laurels  the  nation  thus  first  using  its  iaflaence 
in  faror  of  an  oppressed  but  high-naiBded  fto^ 

The  account  given  by  Mr.  Adama  in  his  note 
of  the  1st  instant,  respecting  theirreipilarcoadoet 
of  vessels  sailiag  uader  the  BoeBoa  Ayres  Itf, 
has  caused  me  much  mortification,  aod  has  J- 
ready  been  transmitted  to  my  GoTenmeatbf 
the  Platuburg ;  as  also  a  copy  of  Mr.  Adams^ 
frank  aod  friendly  commnnicatioo  of  the  3Ist  q1> 
timo.    The  Supreme  Direetor  will  ecrtainly  bt 
desirous  to  adopt  the  most  prompt  aad  effieacioB 
measures  within  his  power  to  remedf  the  evik 
complained  of.    But  pray,  sir,  what  can  he  ds 
more  than  has  already  been  done?   The  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Avres  have  established  the  motf 
just  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gorerameat  of 
their  vessels  of  war,  as  well  as  of  eoomcroe,  aad 
have  seat  me  to  this  country  inreatcd  with  thi 
title  and  powers  of  their  Consul  Qeacnl,  as  we& 
to  guard  against  any  breach  of  those  mJer  isd 
regulations  by  their  citizeBe  aad  Teasels  fifqaeat- 
ing  these  seas  and  the  poru  of  these  Uoitcd  Sates^ 
as  to  protect  them  in  their  rights ;  bat,  sir,  with- 
out a  recognition  of  my  powers  oa  the  part  of 
this  Government,  I  can  have  no  right  wfaatera 
to  question  any  individual  on  the  sabject  of  Us 
conduct ;  nor  can  any  responsibility  jascly  attadi 
to  me  nor  to  my  Government,  during  saeh  a  saie 
of  things,  for  the  irregularities  conanaitied. 

A  considerable  number  of  our  seamea  are  Tm^- 
eigners  by  birth,  who  have  voluntarily  esfend 
our  service ;  therefore  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sar^ 
prise  that,  of  the  mutineers  of  the  prise  txw  of 
the  vessel  at  Scituate.  three  should  have  bna 
born  Englishmen,  and  one  a  North  Americas. 
It  is,  however,  an  absolute  fact,  to  which  I  aa 
personally  knowing,  that  the  captors  of  that  pri» 
(the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Tucuman  privateers) 
were  legally  fitted  out  at  Buenos  A  jrea  early  a 
the  last  year,  from  which  port  they  aailed  os  a 
cruise  off  Cadiz ;  aad  it  will  afford  the  Gortft- 
ment  of  South  America  much  satisfactioa  to  Icara 
that  the  United  States  will  prosecute  those  maci- 
neers,  and  punish  such  as  are  found  guilty  of 
crimes,  according  to  the  laws. 

Before  I  close  this  note  I  beg  leave  to  make  a 
few  observations,  in  answer  to  one  of  the  reasons 
for  not  accrediting  me,  given  by  Mr.  Adams,  by 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stares, 
in  a  conversation  which  I  have  had  the  hoeor  of 
holdiog  with  him,  viz:  *^That  the  act  of  accied- 
itiag  me  as  CoBsul  General  would  be  caatamoont 
to  the  formal  acknowledgmeat  of  the  iadepeed- 
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snee  of  the  GtoFemmeDt  which  sent  me.*' .  I  do 
aot  profess  to  be  skilled  in  the  laws  of  nttions, 
nor  of  diplomacy ;  nor  woald  I  doobt  the  correct- 
ness of  tny  opinion  expressed  by  the  President, 
for  whose  person  and  chancier  I  have  ever  en- 
tertained the  most  profound  respect ;  yet  I  must 
say,  that  I  cannot  understand  toe  difference  be- 
tween the  sending  of  a  consular  agent  duly  au- 
thorized to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  one  was  accred- 
ited from  this  country,  four  or  five  years  ago,  and 
has  csDtioned  ever  since  in  the  exercise  of  the 
dudesi^f  his  office,  and  the  reception  of  a  similar 
agent  here.  I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  that  I 
vss  in  this  country  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
present  Minister  of  Spain,  the  Chevalier  De  Onis; 
and  to  have  heard  it  oDserved  that,  being  a  political 
a^ent,  he  was  not  accredited,  because  the  sover- 
ej^ty  of  Spain  was  in  dispute ;  but  that  the  Con- 
sms  who  acknoifledged  the  same  Government 
(one  of  the  claimants  to  the  sovereignty,  and  the 
one  not  actually  in  possession  of  it)  were  allowed 
to  exercise  their  fuDctions.  If  this  was  the  case 
at  that  lime,  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States 
mast  then  have  had  a  different  opinion  on  this 
sabject  from  what  it  now  has.  Mr.  Adams  will 
please  to  bear  in  mind  that  I  have  only  solicited 
to  be  accredited  as  a  Consular  Agent,  having 
never  azitated  the  question  of  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  independence  as  a  nation,  which 
most  certainly  is  anxiously  desired  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  South  America,  but  which, 
being  a  political  question,  I  have  never  asked. 

Mr,  Adams  will  also  be  pleased  to  accept  the 
renewed  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration  and  respecL 

DAVID  C.  DE  FOREST. 

No.  10. 

TTie  Supreme  Director  of  the  United  Protincei 
of  La  PIoUl  to  His  Excellency  the  President 
if  the  Unitca  States  of  North  America. 

Most  sxoBLLBNT  Sir:  The  Supreme  Govein- 

meat  of  these  provinces  have  long  exerted  their 

zealoos  efforts  to  establish  the  closest  and  most 

amicable  relationa  with  the  United  States  of 

America,  to  which  the  most  obvious  interests 

seem  mnuially  to  invite  them.    This  desirable 

object  bu  hitherto  been  frustrated  by  the  evenu 

of  the  times;  but  the  moment  appears  at  length 

to  bafe  arrived,  which  presents  to  the  people  of 

these  provinces  the  flattering  prospect  of  seeing 

their  ardent  wishes  accompfished*    In  consider- 

ation  of  these  circumstances,  and  in  conformity 

with  the  twenty-third  of  the  articles  agreed  upon 

vith  citizen  William  Q.  D.  WorthingtoUf  the 

ifent  of  your  Qovernment  in  these  provinces,  I 

bare  nominated  citizen  David  C.De  Forest,  their 

Coasol  General  to  the  United  States,  with  the 

powers  specified  in  his  commission  and  instrae- 

tioBi  respectively.    1  therefore  request  your  ex- 

oeJleney  to  grant  him  the  attention  and  consid- 

tiatton  which,  in  the  like  case,  will  be  afforded 

V^ibe  public  ageato  of  your  nation,  thereby  lay- 

H  ^t  foundation  of  those  relations  whicn  will 

^A  fatore  render  the  name  of  your  excellency 

ineoMiable  in  these  regions. 


I  avail  myself  of  this  renewed  occasion  of  rei- 
terating to  your  excellency  assurances  of  the 
sentiments  of  respect  and  consideration  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  he,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

JN.  MN.  DE  PUETRREDON. 


PRUSSIA,  HAMBURGH,  AND  BREMEN. 

[Gommnnieated  to  Congress  Febmsiy  8, 1819.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpresentativee  of  tie  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  Conffress,  for  their  consideration, 
applications  which  have  been  received  from  the 
Minister  resident  of  Prussia,  and  from  the  Sen- 
ates of  the  free  and  Hanseatic  cities  of  Hamburgh 
and  Bremen ;  the  object  of  which  is,  that  the 
advantages  secured  by  the  act  of  Conffress  of  the 
20th  of  April  last,  to  the  vessels  and  merchan- 
dise of  the  Netherlands,  should  be  extended  to 
those  of  Prussia,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremen.  It 
will  appear  from  the  documenu  that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  merchandise  laden 
in  them,  are,  in  the  ports  of  those  Governments, 
respectively,  entitled  to  the  same  advantages  in 
respect  to  imposts  and  duties  as  those  of  the  na- 
tive subjects  of  the  countries  themselves.  The 
principle  of  reciprocity  appears  to  entitle  them  to 
the  return  of  the  same  favor  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  recommend  it  to  Congress 
that  provision  to  that  effect  may  be  msde. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

February  6, 1819. 


PRUSSIA. 

7!lic  Minister  Hesident  of  Prussia  to  the  Secre* 

tary  of  State. 

WASHiNGToif,  Nofoember  14, 1818. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  resident  of  His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Prussia,  had  the  honor,  on  the 
21st  of  November  last,  to  address  to  the  Secreta'* 
ry  of  State  a  note,  in  conformity  with  the  orders 
of  his  Government,  proposing  to  the  Qovern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the 
commerce  between  the  two  nations,  the  adoption 
of  the  principle  of  perfect  reciprocity  as  estab> 
lished  by  the  act  of  3d  BCarch,  1815. 

This  subject  was  recommended  to  the  Con- 
gress by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  Message  of  19th  March  last,  conjointly  with 
similar  propositions  made  by  the  Qovernment  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  by  the  Hanse  towns  of 
Hamburgh  and  Bremen.  But  the  act  of  Con* 
gress  of  SOth  April,  regulating  this  object,  applied 
only  to  the  commerce  of  the  Netherlands.  By 
the  President's  proclamation  of  25th  July  last, 
the  same  principle  was  adopted  in  regard  to  Bre- 
men, and,  by  a  subsequent  proclamation  of  the 
1st  of  August  as  to  Hamburgh,  with  this  differ- 
ence: that  these  proclamations  only  speak  of  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  those  two  towns ; 
whereas  the  act  of  20th  April  declares  that  not 
only  the  produce  and  manulactores  of  the  kij 
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don  of  the  NetheiiiDdt,  imported  iDto  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Dutch  ressels,  Dot  such  prodaee  and 
mannfactores  ^nerally,  as  can  only  be,  or  most 
usaally  are.  shipped  from  a  port  or  place  in  the 
kingdom  or  the  Netherlands,  shoold  be  sabjected 
to  DO  higher  import  duties  than  if  imported  in 
Tessels  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  cities  of  Hamburgh  and  Bremen, 
more  fivorably  situated  for  eommeice  vith  the 
United  States  than  the  ports  of  Prussia  on  the 
Bailie,  are  the  chief  ports  of  export  of  the  Prus- 
sian trade;  consequently,  the  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  perfect  commercial  reciprocity,  be- 
tween the  States  of  Prussia  and  the  United 
States,  would  hare  but  a  rery  partial  effect  if 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Prussia,  export- 
ed m  Bremen  and  Hamburgh  Tessels,  did  not 
enjoy  similar  adTantages  on  importation  into  the 
United  States  in  Prussian  bottoms. 

The  object  of  the  present  note  ha?ing  been 
specially  recommended  to  the  undersigned  in  a 
memoir  of  the  Chancellor  of  State  of  His  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Prussia,  an  extract  of  which 
was  annexed  to  the  note  of  the  21st  of  November 
above  referred  to,  and  subsequently  by  His  Ma- 

i'esty^  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  he  had  the 
Lonor  to  address  the  Secretary  of  State  anew, 
and  to  repeat  the  request  stated  in  his  aforesaid 
note.  He  has  to  add,  that  the  Gtovernment  of 
Prussia  the  more  confidently  expects  that  the 
Ooremmeat  of  the  United  States  will  adopt 
suitable  measures  to  terminate  this  affair^  as,  in 
the  ports  of  Prussia,  there  exists  no  discrimina- 
tion on  this  point  between  Prussian  vessels  and 
those  of  the  United  States  and  their  cargoes. 

The  undersiffned  eagerly  avaib  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  offer  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the 
renewed  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

F.  GRBUHM. 


Mr.  Qreuhmto  Mr.  Adanu, 

WAaauioToii,  NbDember  31, 181& 
The  undersigaed.  Minister  resident  of  His 
Majesty  the  Kinff  of  Prussia,  conoeivea  that  he 
cannot  better  fulfil  the  orders  of  his  Government, 
relative  to  the  re^stablishment  and  extension  of 
the  oommeroe  of  the  States  of  Prussia  with  the 
United  States,  than  by  transmitting  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  the  copy  of  a  memoir,  ia  thelom 
of  an  instruction,  addressed  to  him  at  his  depart- 
tire  from  Berlin  by  His  Migesty's  Chancellor  of 
State,  the  Prinee  of  Hardenher^ 

He  begs  leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  suitable 
attention  of  the  Secretary  o£  State  until  be  can 
favor  him  with  the  honor  of  a  conference  on  the 
subject  of  its  contents;  and  he  avails  hioiseif  of 
this  occasion  to  tender  to  him  the  assuranees  of 
his  hi|^t  oonsideratioa. 

F.  QRflUHM. 


mmt 


Bbblin,  June  3^  1817. 
With  a  view  to  extend  the  commercial  rela- 
tion of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  America 
by  promoting  the  exchange  of  their  produce  and 
manttfaetuies,  end  thereby  rendering  the  tmde 


of  the  two  nations  reciproeallf  as  beDcfieial  a 
possible,  Mr.  Oreuhm  shaU  propose  to  the  Gnif- 
emment  of  the  United  States — 

1st.  That  Prussian  vessels  shall  be  sabjeetsd 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  do  other  io- 
fK>sts,  charffes,  and  duties  than  are  paid  by  Ase- 
rican  vessels. 

3d.  That  articles  of  Prussian  manofaeture  io- 
ported  into  the  United  States  in  Pmsaiaa  vesaeii 
shall  pay  no  higher  duties  than  thoee  imported 
in  American  vessels. 

Mr.  Oreuhm  is  therefore  authorized  io  dMaie 
to  the  Cbvernment  of  the  United  States  thar  tbe 
Government  of  Prussia  is  willing  to  establish  a 
perfect  reciprocity  in  this  respect ;  that  b  to  ny, 
that  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  ia  the 
ports  of  the  Prussian  States  no  other  impost^ 
charges,  and  duties  than  those  paid  by'  Preeiu 
vessels,  as  well  for  ships  as  for  eargoee,  proTidcd 
Prussian  vessels  and  cargoes  shall  enjoy  theane 
favors  in  the  ports  of  the  Republic. 

This  principle  of  perfect  reciprocity  hariir 
already  been  formally  and  generally  establisfcel 
by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1815,  copy  of  whiek  a 
annexed,  no  other  formality^  will  coaseqoeodf 
be  necessary  than  an  authentic  declaration  oa  die 
part  of  Prussia  to  obtain  the  adoption  of  it  tii  her 
favor  by  the  United  States. 

The  commerce  between  the  United  Slates  astf 
Prussia  will  by  this  measure  be  rend«ed  diieet 
and  immediate  and  be  exempt  ia  fatnre  from  tbe 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  inCerreatioa  of  ssy 
foreign  nation  for  that  pnr|K>se ;  and  tte  eke 
Americans,  instead  of  importing  Pmasiu  goofr 
through  the  medium  of  the  Hamboigheg  and 
others,  will  send  their  own  ships  and  caigoe»  fti- 
rectly  to  Stettin,  Daatxic.  &c.,  for  those  gos^ 
It  will  further  tend  to  promote  their  naiiosil 
navigation,  by  openin|  a  new  and  beneiad 
channel  of  trade.  Coouog  tbeniselTea  to  proeet 
such  Prussian  goods  as  they  may  want,  asd  re- 
ceiving them  from  the -first  hand,  thmj  wiMsb- 
tain  them  of  better  quality  and  at  raoia  medwsw 
prices. 

HARDKNBIRa 


HAMBURGH. 

7%e  BurgomMt€r$  and  Senaie  rf  Bambmr^  tt 

thePreMitU  of  the  United  SUUm. 

Panainnirr:  The  blessings  of  pcaae  bavuf 
been  restored  to  the  world,  and  Haaibarigh  bawf 
reeamed  her  pristine  liberty  and  indepeadeacfe  ■> 
was  amongst  oar  fbremost  and  most  ardent  wtdbei 
not  only  to  renew  our  friendly  intereoom  with 
the  Qoverameat  of  the  United  Sutea,  bat,  if  pos- 
sibie,  to  make  it  more  intiaMite  aad  cxteosifCL 
It  is  with  a  view  of  expressing  these  aeniiflBCDCi 
that  we  uke  the  liberty  of  addressing  yoar  escd- 
lency,  in  full  eoafidenee  that  the  friendship  whic^ 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  form- 
erly shown  to  us  and  our  citixens  is  not  chaafed 
by  the  severe  misfortnaes  of  which  oar  city  has 
been  the  victim  of  late  years.    We  presome  to 
rely  the  more  on  those  sentiments^  as  we  require 
the  suppoft  of  friendly  Powers^  and  ia  particalar 


1626 


AFPSBFDIX. 


IffiB 


Fruma^  BmUmft^  md  Bnmm, 


of  mereintile  States,  iq  order  to  raise  as  agaio  to 
oor  fanner  mefol  importtDce.  It  will  be  an  ob- 
ject of  our  greatest  care  to  improve  oar  friendly 
relatioQs  with  the  Gorernment  of  the  United 
States,  and  nothing  woold  gire  us  more  satisfac- 
tion than  the  mercantile  intercoarse  which  con- 
nects oor  town  with  the  United  States  assuming 
the  greatest  importance,  and  resting  apon  the 
most  sM  foondatioo.  To  promote  this  desira- 
ble object,  we  hare,  immediately  after  the  reor- 
ganizsuon  of  the  constitutional  Qorernment  of 
this  Repablici  caased  the  custom-house  laws  to 
be  npotitdf  and  the  duties  to  be  determined  as 
moderate  as  possible.  These  custom-house  laws^ 
which  establish  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
SttteiS  in  respect  of  their  ships,  goods,  and  im- 
portatioDs,  a  perfect  equality  with  our  own  citi- 
zens, and  the  importations  under  our  own  iag, 
hare  passed  and  nave  already  been  promulgated 
last  year.  We  are  led,  however,  to  dwell  upon 
them  at  piesent,  and  to  refer  to  these  laws,  the 
board  of  trade  of  this  place  having  called  our 
attention  to  an  net  of  Congreas  dated  the  3d  of 
Mareb.  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessris,  and  on  gooda,. wares,  and  mer- 
chandise importea  into  the  United  States,  as  im- 
poses a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnago  between 
loreigQ  vesKia  aikl  vcasels  of  the  United  States, 
and  between  goods  io^ofted  into  the  United 
States  in  foreiga  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  desiring  we  might  gir^  to  your  ei- 
eWieoey  the  aasarance  required  by  the  said  aet 
of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March.  To  this  effoct 
we  certtfy  to  yocir  excellency  by  these  presents: 

That,  by  virtue  of  the  existing  laws  of  Ham- 
irarf  b,  and  particularly  the  custom-house  lews, 
the  American  ships,  ihetr  loading  and  importa- 
tions, are  not  subject  in  our  city  and  its  ports  to 
toy  higher  duties  on  the  tonnage  and  on  the 
goods  than  our  own  Hamburgh  ships,  their  load- 
ing and  importations ;  and  beg  leave  to  request 
ihttyour  excellency  may  please  to  order  that 
the  trade  and  oaTigation  of  this  city,  .as  much  as 
respects  Qermaa  prod«ice  and  manuractures,  may 
be  relieved  from  the  additional  burdens  which 
have  till  now  been  exacted,  and  that  they  may 
be  admitted  to  the  saoM  privileges  which  have 
been  bestowed  on  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
other  nations  In  amity  with  the  United  Stales* 

We  have  the  honor  to  sign,  with  the  senti- ) 
ments  of  high  consideration  and  respect,  yoqr 
excelieoey%  most  obedient  servants,  tae  Burgo* 
masters  and  Senate  of  the  free  Hanseatic  eky  of 
Hambargii, 

WILHBLM  AMSINCH^ 

T.  H.  HBISBD,  flbcTVfary. 
Qiven  the  IStb  of  November,  1615. 


ter  of  the  lltli  of  the  same  month,  conveying  to 
me  the  exequator  as  Consul  Gkneral  for  the  Re* 
public  of  Hamburgh.  At  the  same  time,  I  took 
the  liberty  to  renew  my  application  to  be  in- 
formed from  your  department  of  the  determina- 
tion of  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  March 
3, 181^,  as  far  as  it  majf  interest  the  commerce 
with  Hamburgh;  but  till  now  I  still  remain 
without  any  communication  on  that  subject. 

The  certificate  which  accompanied  the  letter 
of  March  3, 1817,  from  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh, 
(testifying  that,  in  the  city  and  port  of  Ham- 
burgh, American  ships,  their  loading  and  impor- 
tations, are  perfectly  treated  on  the  same  footing 
as,  and  in  every  rcepeet  equalized  with,  our  own 
Hamburah  ships,  their  loading  and  importations, 
in  regard'  to  the  custom-house  and  all  other  da- 
ties  and  tonnage,)  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
the  Department  of  State,and  afterwards  delivered 
the  duplicate  in  person.  This,  I  understood  et 
the  time,  was  fully  satisfactorv,  and  Wanted  only 
the  determination  of  his  excellency  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  entitle  the  city  of  HaiD- 
boi|;h  to  the  privileges  prescf ibed  in  the  act  of 
Congress  under  date  of  March  3, 1815. 

1  oiMcrve  now  a  proclamation,  under  date  of 
the  2ith  of  July  last,  on  the  same  subject,  rela- 
tive to  the  Hanseatic  city  of  Bremen,  which  in- 
duces me  to  a  renewal  oi  my  application  to  give 
the  same  relief  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
Hambnrgh. 

In  expectation  of  a  speedy^  favorable  reply,  I 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  considefa- 
tioo,  sir,  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  N.  BUCK, 
Ometii  General  from  Ha/rnhmt* 

Hon.  JoHM  ft.  Adams. 


Mr.  Bwik  to  (he  Secretary  (f  State, 

HjjeauaoB  Coanai^TB  QaasBAL, 

PhUadMfMa,  Auguet  1, 1S18. 
9n :  Under  dale  of  tbe  95th  May  last,  I  had 
^  hoaet  to  aeknowMge  the  receipt  of  your  1h- 


Mr.  Buck  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
HAMBunoB  CoMBUL  Genebal'b  Officb, 
Philadelphia^  Jan.  23^  1810. 

Sir:  Since  1  last  had  the  honor  of  conferring 
witll  you  on  the  subject  of  the  dommercial  rela- 
tions between  the  free  and  Hanseatic  city  of 
Hamburgh  and  the  United  Stales  of  America, 
further  advices  have  been  received  by  me;  in 
consequence  of  whitfh,  I  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing this  letter  to  you. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  bv^the  Senate  of  Ham- 
burgh to  express  to  you  that  thev  have  ret^ived 
the  coiDfttunieation  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  the  1st  Augast,  A.  D.  1818,  by  which  all 
disetiminating  duties  on  the  tonnage  and  mee*' 
chaadise  of  the  respective  States  are  abolished  $ 
that  the  Senate  ot  Hamburgh  also  derive  the 
highest  satisfeetion  from  the  manifestatioo  of 
liberal  and  amicable  dispositions  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  their  repuUic,  and  that  the 
contittuaKon  of  those  friendly  dispositions  will 
always  be  duly  appreciated  by  them. 

But  I  am  also  instructed  by  the  Senate  of 
Hamburgh  io  represent  to  you,  sir,  that  the  con- 
eluding  part  of  the  preelamation  of  the  Presideat, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  aforesmd  disoTiari<- 
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Bating  or  coanter ▼ailing  doties  on  mereliandlBe 
itnported  *'are  repealed,  so  far  as  the  same  respect 
the  produce  or  manafacture  of  the  said  free  and 
Hanseatic  city  of  Hamburgh,"  has  given  to  the 
Senate  of  Hambnrgh  sincere  canse  of  objection 
and  regret,  as  they  cannot  bat  perceive  in  the 
said  modification  a  most  injurioos  operation  in 
relation  to  their  carrying  trade  and  peculiar  in- 
terests, and  which  would,  in  its  necessary  ten- 
dency, almost  destroy  totally  the  basis  on  which 
the  Senate  of  Hambnrgh  determined  on  the 
abolition  of  all  discriminating  or  coantervaJlin|r 
duties,  and  would  almost  entireljr  exclude  their 
shipping  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Tnis  objection,  sir,  is  considered  by  the  Senate 
of  Hamburgh  as  being  further  strengthened,  by 

Eerceiving  that  the  more  farorable  stipulation 
as  been  entered  into  by  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  same  subject,  with  the  Govern- 
nent  of  the  Netherlands;  the  injurious  conse- 
quences of  which  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh  are 
most  sensibly  aware  of. 

In  addition,  sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  communi- 
cating to  you  that  I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate 
of  Hamburgh  to  have  a  conference  with  you  on 
the  above  subject,  and  to  receive  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  a  statement  of  their 
views  and  decisions  in  relation  to  the  same. 

I  consequently  take  the  liberty  to  request  of 
you  that  the  subiect  of  the  above  communication 
will  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  hope  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  pass  an  act  that  will  meet  the 
views  of  the  Senate  of  Hamburgh,  to  extend  to 
them  the  privilege  that  such  goods,  produce,  and 
manufactures,  as  most  usually  are  first  shipped 
from  Hamburgh,  may  be  considered  as  their 
native  {productions,  when  imported  in  Han{iburgh 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

With  great  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to 
renew  to  you.  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  particu- 
lar respect,  and,  in  the  expectation  of  your  answer, 
I  remain,  with  great  regard,  sir.  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  C.  N.  BUCK, 

Qmnd  General  qfBamburg  in  the  U.S. 
Hon.  John  fttnNOT  Adams, 

Secretary  tf  State,  U.  8. 


BREMSN. 

Mr.  WichMaueen  $o  the  Secretary  ff  State. 

Baltimorx,  Jan.  26, 181& 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the 
2d  and  28th  of  December,  1818,  to  which,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  been  favored  with  an  answer. 

I  understand  the  collector  of  this  port  received 
yesterda)^  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
stating  circulars  would  be  issued  in  a  few  days 
to  give  directions  that  Swedish  vessels  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  American  vessels, 
and  that  goods  in  Swedish  vessels  should  pay 
DO  more  duty  than  goods  in  American  vessels. 
Permit  me  to  hope  that  this  opportunity  will  be 
seized  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  include 
the  necessary  insuuctions  respecting  the  duty! 


upon  goods  in  Bremen  vessels.  The  et^eetor  q 
this  port  appears  to  be  decidedly  of  opinion  ths 
the  Tretsury  Department,  by  the  act  of  Coa 
gress  of  the  3d  March.  1815,  is  folly  aathorzr«< 
to  give  the  desired  coiistruetion  to  that  law,  ui 
direct  the  collectors  accordingly. 

The  request  of  the  Bremen  Government  beiBf 
founded  upon  equity  and  justice,  the  Senate  d 
Bremen  was  confident  in  the  hope  that  it  woaU 
be  granted  by  the  American  GrovernmeDt  witih 
out  delay. 

I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  pitweed  Mgmin  u 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  eommaaieariag 
with  you  in  nerson  on  a  subject  which  I  aader- 
stand  requireo  no  further  discussion.  However, 
if  it  is  not  acceptable  I  should  address  yoa  in 
writing,  I  beg  to  be  instructed,  and  I  shall  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  wait  upon  vou  at  Washingtos. 

With  the  highest  consideiation,  I  remata^sir, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

H.  D.  WICHELHAU8BN. 

Hon.  JoBN  ftciNCT  Adamb, 

Secretary  of  State. 


The  Burmnaetere  and  Sematan  of  Ae  Fm 

Barm  Town  ef  Bretnen  to  the  Prendemt  ^tke 

United  Statea: 

Sia:  We  have  been  informed  bj  lit.  Wiehd* 
bausen,  who  had  the  honor  to  present  to  yosr 
excellency  oor  letter  of  the  20tli  Janoary,  1818. 
of  the  proclamation  yoo  were  pleased  to  issie  os 
the  24th  July  last,  for  the  parpoae  of  girisg 
effect  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  Mard^  161^ 
in  favor  of  Bremen  venels  eatering  ABeiieia 
ports. 

By  this  formal  equalization  of  dntics,  aai  the 
simultaneous  reimbursement  of  such  as  hire 
been  paid  since  the  12th  of  May,  1815,  so  far  as 
they  exceed  the  equalization  decreed  by  lav,  the 
American  Qovernmeat  has  given  a  new  aad  s^ 
nal  proof  of  that  spirit  ofjnstiee  which  chuse* 
tertzes  its  proceedings.  We  offer  to  yosr  ered- 
lency  our  sincere  acknowledgments  for  this 
evidence  of  your  good  will  towards  as,  sad  for 
your  favorable  reception  of  our  fellowouieB, 
Mr.  Wichelhausen. 

We  presuoM,  however,  that  yonr  ezedltnef 
will  not  hesitate  to  direct  that  the  pforiaioos  i 
the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1815,  be  nuidc  applici- 
ble  to  such  products  and  manufaetares  aa,  by  tte 
general  course  of  trade  carried  on  here,  are  e^ 
ported  from  oar  port.  The  very  terms  of  (itt 
act,  referring  the  products  or  manofactares  of  tke 
fioltofi  to  which  the  foreign  veesek  belong,  seen 
most  clearly  to  designate  articles  of  the  growth 
or  industry  of  Oermamf,  as  composed  of  a  boif 
of  States,  of  which  wemen  forms  an  initial 
part,  and  to  stipulate  the  equalization  of  doues  in 
favor  of  such  goods,  when  exported  in  Bremeo 
vessels.  The  treatv  concluded  with  the  Goven- 
ment  of  the  Netherlands,  extending  the  equalia* 
tion  of  duties  '^  to  such  produce  or  maaolaccares 
as  can  only  be,  or  most  usually  are,  firat  shipped 
from  a  port  or  place  in  the  tLiagdomy"  fte.,  as 
well  as  the  tenor  of  the  Ameriean  act  «f  aavigi- 
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ion  of  Ist  May,  1817,  aeem  lo  ramore  ail  doobt 
is  to  a  correspondent  apolicatioa  of  the  act  of 
I!oo^res8  to  goods  shipped  from  oar  port. 

It  18  only  io  this  view  that  the  object  of  the  act 
an  be  attained  of  removing  ail  the  obstacles 
rhich  haTe  hitherto  obstraeted  the  commerce  of 
he  Americans  with  foreign  nations*  It  appear- 
og  to  be  highly  interesting  to  both  nations  to 
avor,  as  much  as  possible,  the  trade  carried  on 
between  the  American  ports  and  that  of  Bremen, 
we  have  submitted  to  jrour  excellency  the  eW- 
iences  of  our  sincere  desire  to  grant  the  most  spe* 
iai  favors  to  the  American  commerce,  and  we 
berefore  flatter  oorselves  that  we  shall  receive 
tie  most  unqaalified  proof  of  the  esublishment  of 
bat  reciprocity  which  forms  the  avowed  princi- 
le  of  the  wise  policy  of  the  American  Qovern- 
lent — a  policy  eminently  calculated  to  render 
ieir  eouotry.pros^rous  and  happy* 

With  these  sentiments,  inspired  by  a  full  and 
ntire  confidence,  we  recommended  anew  to  your 
xcellency  the  interest  of  our  city;  and  we  renew 
D  you  the  aseacaneee  of  the  very  high  consider- 
tion  If  ith  which  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  fiUcellency's  most  devoted  Burgomasters 
nd  Senators  of  the  free  Hanse  Town  of  Bremen. 

QEORGfi  DB  GRONINO, 
BurgomaUer  preMing» 


SPAIN. 
INDBMIilFICATION— LIMITS— FLORIDA. 

Crommnniealsd  to  the  Senate,  February  SS,  1819.] 

rb  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
lement,  and  limits,  between  the  United  States 
f  America  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  concluded 
nd  signed  this  day,  for  the  decision  of  the  Sen- 
te  as  to  its  ratification.  Copies  of  the  corre- 
poodeace  between  the  Secrets  ry  of  State  and  the 
Minister  from  Spain,  connected  with  this  sub- 
ect,  since  the  renewal  of  the  negotiation,  are 
ikewise  enclosed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

February  22, 1819. 


ThauUaion  cfa  Utter  Jrvm  the  Mniiter  tf  Spain  to 
the  Seardary  of  State, 

Wabhinotoii,  Dec,  30, 1815. 

Sib:  The  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
BLing,  my  UMster,  and  the  United  Sutes,  being 
ftappily  restored,  and  both  Governments  being 
lisposed  mntnally  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  the 
inost  pure  and  jwrfect  friendship,  it  is  my  dnty  to 
inform  the  Pre$ident  of  whatever  may  contcibate 
to  80  desirable  an  object,  and  remove  the  obsta- 
cles which  may  prevent  it.  On  the  important 
poiou  on  which  this  note  most  turn,  I  have  writ* 
tea  to  you  under  other  circumstances  less  favor* 
able  than  the  present,  i  will  now  eonfine  myself 
to  a  plain  and  simple  explanation  of  them. 


The  first  of  these  points  is,  that  the  direct  and 
official  relations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  having  been  broken  off  since  the  jrear  1806, 
the  afiairs  ofhoth  nations,  as  well  as  their  respec- 
tive frontiers,  should  now  be  placed  in  the  same 
sute  and  situation  in  which  they  were  at  that 
period ;  and  that,  in  conformity  to  this  principle, 
the  part  of  West  Florida  which  the  United  Stales 
took  poesession  of  during  the  glorious  insurrec- 
tion of  Spain,  and  have  retained  until  this  day, 
should  be  restored  to  His  Catholic  Majeity. 
This  just  and  conciliatory  measure,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  will  convince  the  King,  my  maatar, 
of  the  purity  and  sincerity  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  American  Qovernment,  and  of  their  disposi* 
tion  to  arrange  and  terminate  amicably  the  ser» 
eral  poiou  of  negotiation,  will  not  in  the  least 
impair  the  right  which  it  ouiy  believe  it  has  to 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  territory  occupied,  since 
it  will  remain  subject,  exactly  as  it  was  befote 
iu  occupation,  to  a  frank  and  friendly  diseusaiim 
between  the  two  Qovernments. 

The  second  point  is  as  simple  and  obvious  aa 
the  first,  and  I  will  treat  of  it  with  that  confidenoe 
with  which  I  ought  to  be  inspired  by  the  india» 
putable  justice  of  my  importunity,  the  justlfieap 
tion  of  the  American  Government,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  affair. 

It  is  known  to  you.  and  is  universally  public 
and  notorious,  that  a  factious  baud  of  insurgeals 
and  incendiaries  continue  with  impunity,  in  the 

G evince  of  Louisiana,  and  especially  in  New  Of- 
ins  and  Natchitoches,  the  uninterrupted  system 
of  raising  and  arming  troops  to  light  the  flame  of 
revolution  in  the  kingdom  of  New  Spain,  and  to 
rob  the  pacific  inhabitants  of  the  dominions  of 
the  King*  my  master.  The  inva&ion  of  the  in- 
ternal provinces,  the  horrible  assassinations  com- 
mitted in  San  Antonia  de  Bexar,  and  the  names 
of  the  perfidious  perpetrators  of  such  unheard-of 
crimes,  have  acquired  the  publicity  which  great 
crimes  always  will  acquire.  All  Louisiana  has 
witnessed  these  armaments;  the  public  enlist- 
ments, (loB  enganchesf^U^icoej)  the  transport»> 
tion  of  arms ;  the  junction  of  the  insuigents,  and 
their  hostile  and  warlike  march  from  the  terri- 
tory of  this  Republic  against  the  possessions  of  a 
friendly  and  neighboring  Power.  Neither  threata 
nor  the  laws,  nor  the  indignation  of  weU-disposeu 
citizensi  nor  even  the  proclamation  of  the  rresi- 
dent  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  intended  to  r^ 
strain  these  highway  robbers,  have  been  sufficient 
to  atop  their  nefarious  plans.  Oa  the  contrarir. 
they  prosecute  them  with  the  greatest  ardor  and 
rancor,  more  and  more  exasperated  at  seeiag  the 

glorious  triumphs  of  the  Spanish  nation,  the  ad« 
esion  of  his  sobjecu  to  an  adored  monarch,  and 
the  approaching  reeatablisbment  of  the  relations 
between  our  respective  nations.  It  is  known  to 
me  that  they  are  now  enlisting  in  New  Orleans 
men  for  other  expeditions,  both  by  land  and  water, 
to  invade  again  the  dominions  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  under  the  direction  of  ringleaders  Jose 
Alvarez  de  Toledo  and  Jose  Manuel  de  Herrera, 
who  has  just  arrived  in  that  city  with  the  appoint- 
meat  (as  he  says)  of  Minister  to  the  United  States 
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ffwa  the  self-stTled  Mttictn  GoDmsi,  wlio  has 
MiTered  to  Toledo  fifteon  hondred  commiBsloas 
in  blaak  from  that  bodf  of  ittsorffentt,  that  he 
may  confer  them  on  a  like  nvmoer  of  oifieers 
whleh  he  Is  reemitiDg  in  ihe  territory  of  this 
UaioD.    I  omit  mentioaing  to  70a  other  inna- 
merable  aets  of  this  kind,  which  prore  the  pob- 
lieity  of  these  armameats.  and  the  impnnity  with 
whieh  they  oontiDae.    I  will  coaine  myself  to 
staling  to  yon  that  the  most  common  practice  of 
nation^  and  the  authority  of  the  best  writers  on 
pobiie  iaWy  would  give  a  right  to  the  King,  ray 
master,  to  require  of  this  GoTemraent  to  deiiTer 
up  these  traitors  as  incendiaries,  enemies  of  all 
soeial  order,  and  disturbers  of  toe  peace  of  his 
sobjecta ;  but  as  the  object  of  my  Sovereign  is  not 
to  mieufe  himself  of  these  banditti,  bat  to  shield 
bis  subjects  against  their  barbarity,  1  eoaflne  my- 
self to  asking  of  you  to  obtain  of  the  President 
orders  for  the  prosecution  of  the  principal  persons 
coacemed  in  this  sedition,  that  is  to  say :  Jose 
Alvarez  de  Toledo,  Anaya,  Ortez,  the  setf-styied 
minister  Manual  de  Herrera,  Doctors  Robinson 
amd  Humbeit,  Majors  Piere  and  Pieire,  and  their 
followers;  that  they  may  be  punished  with  all  the 
rijsor  which  the  laws  preseribe  in  cases  of  thb 
kuid;  tbs^  the  troops  whieh  they  hare  raised 
may  be  disarmed  and  dispersed,  and  that  the  ne- 
eeesary  measures  be  taken  to  prevent,  in  futureu 
tlicee  evil  spirits  from  haWng  an  opportunity  of 
pursuing  their  designs,  and  attempting  to  com- 
promit  the  good  intelligence  which  subsists  be- 
tween our  respective  Qovernments.    The  Presi- 
dknt  cannot  but  have  seen  with  sensibility  as  well 
the  total  want  of  eflbct  of  his  proctemation  of  the 
lenient  measures  which  he  had  adopted  against 
these  criminals,  who  boast  of  recognising  no  law, 
subordination,  or  moral  principle,  as  the  protec- 
tion and  support  which  they  have  received,  and 
do  receive,  from  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans, 
oontrary  to  his  exptess  orders.    His  Bicellencv, 
as  he  is  enchargeu  by  this  Republic  with  watch- 
ing over  its  security  and  the  observance  of  its 
weaties  and  laws,  cannot  but  consider  himself 
authorised  to  restrain  the  projects  and  hostile 
measures  of  a  set  of  adventurers  who  make  open 
war  against  a  friendly  Power  from  the  terrltorv 
of  this  Confederation,  compromitttng  its  tranquil- 
lity and  hig4i  character,  by  availing  himself  of 
Ihe  means  whieh  the  Constitution,  the  laws,  and 
his  prudence  offer  to  him  for  obliging  these  per- 
sons to  abandon  their  designs,  and  to  manifest  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty  the  just  ladignation  wKh 
which  the  United  States  view  the  hostile  plans 
and  the  sedition  of  that  band  of  Incendiaries.    I 
am  ceruin  that  it  cannot  be  concealed  from  the 
distinguished  talents  of  the  President  and  yout^ 
sel^  that  the  point  of  which  I  treat  is  not  one 
unaer  the  civil  (or  municipal)  law— 4n  which 


case  my  Sovereign  must  have  recourse  to  the  or- 
dinary tribunals^but  that  it  is  a  manifest  and 
flagrant  violation  of  the  most  snored  laws  which 
bind  together,  nations  mutually,  perpetrated  bv 
the  citizens  or  residents  of  the  Union,  of  whion 
the  King,  my  master,  gives  information,  with 
positive  and  notorious  proofs  to  the  Qovernment 


under  whoee  jurisdiction  it  has  been  executed, 
that  they  may  give  him  competent  ontisfiiciioi, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  act,  by  ennaing  thed«> 
lin<^nis  to  be  punished  as  guilty  of  high  treani 
against  both  Qovernments. 

The  third  and  last  point  is  reduced  to  this:  tkt 
the  President  wilt  be  pleased  to  give  the  nccei- 
sary  orders  to  the  collectors  of  the  enatoms  oocn 
admit  into  the  ports  ef  the  United  States  vessdi 
under  the  insurrectionary  fi»g  of  Carthi^na,  d 
the  Mexican  Congress,  of  Buenoo  Ayres,  or  of 
the  other  places  which  have  revolted  suninst  ihe 
authority  of  the  King,  my  master,  itor  mose  com- 
ing from  them ;  that  they  should  not  petsut  them 
to  land,  or  to  sell  in  this  country,  the  shsmefol 

Croceeds  of  their  piracy  olr  atrocities,  and  much 
»ss  to  equip  theosdves  in  theae  ports,  u  ikey 
do,  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  sen,  to  deatnftad 
to  plunder  the  vessels  which  they  mny  meet  with 
under  the  Spanish  flag.  This  toiefnnee,  sa^ter- 
sive  of  the  most  solemn  stipulatioBa  in  the  tres- 
tles between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  asd 
diametrically  oppoaed  to  the  general  priaeipfn 
of  public  security  and  good  faith,  and  to  the  Itwi 
of  nations,  prodtices  the  most  mehmcholy  effntt 
on  the  Interest  ahd  the  prosperity  of  the  sobjecfs 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  Gertnin  it  is  thst  oei- 
tber  Cartha^ena,  nor  anv  other  place  in  tbe 
Spanish  dominions  in  this  nemisphoe,  whieh  kis 
revolted,  can  be  in  eommuniention  with  sij 
Power  friendly  to  Spain,  since  neither  on  iu  psxt, 
nor  on  that  of  any  other  Qovemmeiit,  has  tibetr 
independence  beeA  acluiowle^ged }  and  k  mm,  eoa- 
sequently,  an  offence  against  the  dignity  of  the 
Soanish  monarchy,  and  against  the  sovcreicaty 
of  the  King,  my  mniler,  to  admit  teseeVi  noai 
such  places,  manned  and  commanded  by  inss^ 
gents,  and  armed  in  tbe  dominions  of  this  Coa- 
federation;  particularly  as  they  are  all  pinto, 
who  do  i^ot  respect  any  flag,  are  justly  considered 
the  disgrace  of  the  seas,  and  are  execrated  bj  all 
natioDs. 

The  three  precedin^p  points  are  of  soch  estab- 
lished equity  and  justice,  that  it  would  be  oflen- 
sive  to  the  delicacv  of  this  Qovernment  to  sap- 
pose  that  it  could  delay,  under  any  preieit,  to 
determine  on  them  in  the  mnnner  1  have  pro- 
posed, and  whieh  I  hare  an  express  order  to  re- 
quest (soltcdar)  in  the  name  of  the  King,  laf 
master.    The  prompt  Interposition  of  the  Pren- 
dent,  thai  His  BAigesty  amy  be  grati&ed,  wooU 
be  a  new  testimony  of  his  friendly  dispc»itjas 
towards  Spain ;  an  evident  proof  that  he  b  de- 
termined to  put  an  end  to  the  incnlculahle  exuir- 
tions  and  injuriee  which  Spain  hns  sitlTered  foe 
the  apace  of  seven  years,  from  the  gang  of  adven- 
tnvers  who  have  assailed  her  from  the  bosom  sf 
this  Republic ;  a  means  of  fixing  the  frank  and 
sincere  system  of  good  neighborhood  which  so 
much  interests  both  States;  and,  flnaliy.a  awfe 
preliminary  to  the  removal  of  all  the  difteolties 
whieh  may  present  themselves  in  tbe  ncgtpiia- 
tiona  whieh  ought  to  terminate  all  the  peadiag 
diseasstoas  between  tbe  two  Governittenis,  and 
to  fix  forever  between  them  n  perpetual  and  aoUd 
friendships 
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If,  as  I  flatter  mfself,  the  President  gires  all  the 
ittencioa  which  is  due  to  tfikirs  of  such  tran- 
seeodeot  impoitaace,  aod  yields  to  my  solicita- 
tloDs,  I  can  assure  his  Bzeelleoey,  and  yourself, 
that  there  will  be  aoihiog  which  the  King,  my 
master,  will  not  be  disposed  to  do  to  satisfy  this 
Repabiic,  which  may  be  compatible  with  his  dig<^ 
nttjf  and  with  the  interests  c^  his  subjects. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assoranccs  of  my  particular 
respeety  and  of  my  constant  desire  to  please  yon, 
and  pray  €iod  to  preserre  your  life  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  OMS. 

Hon.  Jas.  Monrob,  dtc. 


DranMiatian  wkkh  aecompamed  a  note  of  ike  5td  Jm^ 
utayt  ISie,  Jrom  the  VhevaUtrdt  OnU  to  ike  Set- 
retary  ofSteiU* 

Sir:  Siiiee  the  last  note  I  had  the  honor  toad- 
dress  you,  trader  date  of  the  30th  December,  I 
have  teceired  positire  information  that  theexi>e- 
dition  which  the  traitor  Toledo  was  preparinnf  in 
New  Orleans  against  the  dominions  of  the  King, 
mj  master,  has  been  suspended  until  the  arrival 
at  that  city  of  two  bodies  of  troops,  (one  thousand 
men  from  Elentncky,  and  three  hundred  from 
Tenaeaaee,)  eommanded  by  two  American  citi- 
zens, ikat  were  to  be  united  in  twenty-four  dajrs 
to  the  army  of  the  insurgents.  I  abstain,  sir, 
from  offering  to  yon  any  observations  on  a  suh- 
ject  of  such  high  importance,  and  so  well  estab> 
lislied.  I  am  well  persuaded  that  his  Excellency 
the  President  will  easily  perceive  that  if  the 
States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and 
Georgia  continue,  as  they  do,  allowing  their  citi- 
zens to  eommit  hostilities  against  a  friendly  Pow- 
er, notwithstanding  the  orders  he  has  issued  for 
dispersing  and  disarming  the  gang  of  deeneradoee 
beaded  by  Toledo,  Humbert,  Anaya,  Bernardo 
GotierreZi  Istri,  Doctor  Robinson,  Majors  Piere 
and  Prcire,  and  their  followers,  the  &iog,  my 
master,  will  have  reason  to  suspect  that,  if  those 
meetings  are  not  authorized  by  the  Government, 
they  are  at  least  tolerated.  All  the  assurances  I 
may  give  to  my  Sovereign  of  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions of  his  Bzeelleoey  the  President  will  not 
suffice,  when  compared  with  the  evident  proofs  I 
had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  this  and 
my  former  note;  particularly  when  His  Majesty 
is  ireil  eonvinead  of  the  resources  and  authority 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  promptitude 
with  irhich  their  orders  are  strictly  observed  in 
the  whole  Union.  I  do  not  entertain  any  appre* 
hensioo  of  the  result  of  the  expedition  of  these 
mcendiaries.  The  European  wars  being  termi* 
aated,  His  Majesty  will  be  able  to  direct  all  his 
attention,  and  his  powerful  armies^  to  stifle  at 
oaee  the  growth  of  that  insurrection;  but  the 
philanthropic  heart  of  my  Sovereign,  the  hu- 
maaity  by  which  he  is  distinguished,  and  which 
eonstitotes  the  character  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
indoce  him  to  wish  to  re-establish  order  among 
the  sedoeed  rather  by  mildness  than  by  the  force 
of  anas,  which  caanet  be  efiected  without  the 
effasWrn  of  the  blood  of  his  beloved  subjects. 
This  object  cannot  fail  to  be  obtained  as  soon  $m 
15ih  CoH.  ftd  Ssss.— 52 


I  the  Mexican  insurgents  and  those  of  the  internal 
provinces  cease  to  be  furnished,  by  the  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
troops. 

I  shall  never  have  the  vain  presumption  to 
ofi*er  you,  or  the  wise  Magistrate  that  is  at  the 
head  of  this  Administration,  any  observations  on 
the  consequences  that  might  result  against  the 
interests  of  this  Republic  by  the  independence  of 
Spanish  America.  My  wishes  are  only  directed 
to  equal  you  in  moderation,  and  to  re-establish, 
on  the  most  firm  and  permanent  basis,  the  rela- 
tions between  our  Governments.  This  sincere 
desire  will,  I  hope,  serve  as  an  apology  for  me, 
while  I  take  the  liberty  to  present  an  hypothesis 
in  this  note. 

I  ^rant,  for  a  moment,  that  all  the  Mexican 
empire  erects  itself  into  an  independent  State; 
that  it  adopts  the  wise  Constitution  of  this  Coa« 
federation  ;  establishes  a  complete  system  of  le- 
gislation ;  and,  finally,  that  it  enjoys  all  the  bless^ 
lOffs  of  liberty  in  the  same  full  extent  as  this  Re- 

Suolic.  It  is  beyond  question  that  the  climate  of 
lezico  is  more  temperate  than  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  the  soil  richer  and  more  productive  i 
the  productions  and  fruits  more  abundant,  rich, 
and  of  a  superior  quality ;  and  that  provisions^ 
labor,  wood,  houses,  clothing,  dbc,  are,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  mildness  aod  regularity  of  the  cli- 
mate, much  cheaper  than  in  this  country.  If  this 
event  should  take  place,  do  yon  not  think,  sir,  as 
I  do,  that  so  many  alluring  prospects,  and  so 
many  evident  advantages,  will  deprive  this  Re- 
public of  the  successive  emigrations  from  Europe, 
and,  what  is  more,  of  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  most  useful  and  industrious  inhabitants  of 
this  Confederation,  who  would  earrv  with  them 
tp  Mexico  their  fiour  and  saw-mills,  machines, 
manufactures,  their  enterprising  genius— in  a 
word,  their  general  instruction, and  all  the  means* 
that  actually  promote  and  vivifv  the  commerce 
of  these  States  1  I  flatter  myself  that  this  event 
will  not  happen ;  but  I  am  lullv  convinced  that 
the  consequences  of  this  hypothesis  can  be  de- 
monstrated almost  with  a  mathematical  certain- 
ty ;  and  that  if  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
see^ Louisiana,  and  Georgia,  should  reflect  deeply 
on  this  subject,  far  from  giving  any  aid  to  those 
vagabonds,  greedy  of  the  acquisition  of  gold,  and 
regardless  of  the  happiness  of  their  country^  they 
would  unite  themselves  with  the  authorities  of 
the  King,  my  master,  to  punish  that  gan^  of  per- 
fldioos  traitors  that  hicte  themselves  m  these 
States  with  the  criminal  design  of  devastating 
their  country.    I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  the 

goodness  to  overlook  this  digression,  to  which  I 
ave  been  carried  by  my  warm  desire  of  strength- 
ening the  most  perfect  friendship  between  the 
two  nations,  and  to  inform  his  Excellency  the 
President  that  the  orders  i  claim  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  name,  directed  to  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  the  ringleaders  of  those  armies,  and  to 
the  prohibition  of  exporting  arms  of  any  kind 
from  this  country  to  the  provinces,  against  my 
Sovereign's  authority,  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance, and  are  supported  by  the  existing  treaty  of 
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frisBMiip,  limiu,  and  aaTifatioa,  between  Sptui 
•Dd  the  United  Statep,  especiallf  tbe  sixieentb 
article. 

I  expect,  sir,  your  answer  to  these  important 
^inu,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  4e. 


Tk$  Searetary  of  State  to  the  CkivaUer  Dt  Onu^  En- 
twjf  ExtraorSnaty  and  MKmster  Plm^xdentiarjf  </ 
SSa  Catholic  Nt^uty. 

DsPAaTMEiiT  OF  8tatS|  Jan.  19, 1816. 

But :  I  hare  had  the  hoeor  to  reeeire  jroor  let- 
ters of  the  aOih  of  December  and  2d  of  January 
last,  and  to  submit  them  to  the  President. 

You  demand  thatjour  Borereign  shall  be 
put  in  possession  of  West  Florida ;  that  certain 
persons,  whom  yon  hare  mentioned,  shall  be  ar- 
leeted  and  tried  on  the  charge  of  promoting  in- 
surrection in  the  Bjpanish  pro?iBces,and  exciting 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales  to  join  in  it ;  a«d| 
thirdly,  that  the  flags  of  Carthagena,  the  Aie^- 
ean  Congress,  Buenos  AirreB.and  other  revolting 
MOTinees,  shall  be  ezdnded  uron  the  porto  of  the 
United  Stales. 

On  the  re-eslablishment  of  the  diplomatic  rela-* 
ttons  between  the  United  Stales  and  Spain,  it 
was  hoped  that  your  Oorernment  would  not 
hMre  confined  its  attention  to  the  objects  in  which 
Spain  is  alone  interested,  but  hare  extended  it  to 
the  injuries  of  which  the  United  States  hare  so 
kuDg  and  so  justly  complained,  witb  a  riew  to 
such  reparation  as  it  mi^ nt  now  be  able  to  make. 
The  subjects  ere  in  their  nature  intimately  coo* 
nected.  In  some  important  circumsunces|  in- 
deed, it  is  impossible  to  separate  them^  since  the 
exposition  of  the  wrongs  of  the  United  Sutes 
affords  the  proper  answer,  in  those  instances,  to 
the  complaints  of  Spain.  It  is  my  duty  to  bring 
these  wrongs  into  riew,  that  they  may  be  duly 
considered  and  provided  for,  in  case  your  Oor- 
ernment has,  as  I  am  bound  to  presume,  inrested 
yon  with  adequate  powers  for  the  purpose. 

At  a  period  anterior  to  either  of  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  in  your  letters,  the  United 
States  had  suffered  great  injurr  by  the  unlawful 
aeizttre  and  condemnation  of  their  ressels  in  (he 
ports  of  Spain.  A  treaty  proriding  an  indemnity 
for  those  spoliations  was  agreed  to  and  signed  by 
a  Minister  duly  authorized  by  each  Qoremment ; 
but  its  ratification,  though  negotiated  and  cooclu* 
ded  in  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  Qoremment, 
was  afterwards  declined  br  iu  At  an  anterior  pe- 
riod, too,  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  stipulated 
a  the  treaty  of  17d5^  was  suppressed.  As  the 
lited  States  had  done  no  injury  to  Spain^  thcae 
acts,  so  hostile  in  their  nature,  and  injurious 
in  their  effect,  excited  much  surprise.  It  had 
been  the  uniform  object  of  this  Gtorernment  to 
make  such  arrangements  witb  Spain  repecting 
the  free  narigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
boundaries,  as,  securing  to  our  citizens  the  full 
enjoyipent  of  their  rights,  would  place  the  peace 
and  friendship  of  the  two  countries  on  a  solid  and 
durable  basis.  With  this  riew,  it  was  sought  to 
obtain  of  Spain,  at  a  fair  equiralent,  the  territory 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi    Orertures  to  this 


effect  wnra  made  tn  the  Spanish  GovcsnneaLaad 
rejected.  Being  renewed,  the  Mininser  of  the 
United  States  was  informed  ifant  Spnin  had  osM 
Louisiaaa  to  France,  to  whom  be  was  refemd 
£or  the  acquisition  of  snch  territory  in  that  qou^ 
ter  as  he  might  be  kistmcted  to  nnnke.  Os  the 
last  rery  important  erent,  the  anppreaaion  of  ike 
deposite  at  New  Orleans,  a  spnnini  wasioa  «n 
institnted  to  France  and  Spain,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  arert,  by  amicable  ncgotiatisi 
and  arrangement,  the  calamities  of  war.  AP 
fairs  had,  mora  especially  by  this  ^et  of  rio- 
lence  and  hostility,  reaahed  a  ericis  which  pre- 
cluded the  idea  of  temporary  palliatires.  Acorn* 
prehensire  and  permanent  arrangement  hid  be- 
come indispensnble.  of  whteb,  if  wee  pnsawd, 
the  OoremaMota  of  France  ao4  Sjnio  woaM  ke 
equally  sensible.  The  cession  of  Ijontnsie  hj 
France  to  the  United  States  was  Use  imandiate 
cooeeqnenoe  of  this  mission,  with,  smek  a  dsmi^ 
tion  of  its  boindaries  by  the  Uen^  as,  it «» 
presumed,  would  leave  no  cnnae  of  eoatrofenr 
with  Spain* 

The  mission  had  chns  anccteded  in  n  rcrf  i» 
nortant  object ;  but  there  were  others  of  a  lini- 
Ur  character  which  remained  to  be  adliosael  The 
differences  with  Spain  still  ex  islcd,nMl  to  then  wn 
added  a  circunwtance  of  much  interest)  proceed 
from  the  acquisition  of  Looisiana— tbe  aasettM 
boundaries  of  the  peorince,  which  esere  now  to  be 
esublished  with  Spain.  Under  tkn  inikicaee  d 
the  same  poller,  the  soecial  misaioik  was  oiA»i 
soon  afterwards  to  Madrid,  to  inrite  a  mfwor 
tion  for  the  arrangement  of  all  ibcae  iapsrcaat 
concerns.  Spain  still  held  territory  is  the  east- 
ward of  Perdido,  which,  by  her  eessioa  at  Loai- 
siaoa,  and  its  transfer  to  the  United  Stales,  eti 
separated  from  her  other  dominions,  end  lay,  ex- 
cept on  the  side  of  the  ocean,  ezclusirely  vitb- 
in  our  limits.  The  imporlanee  of  this  teoi- 
tory  to  Spain,  in  consequence  of  these  cre&tSi 
in  any  riew  which  might  be  taken  of  it,  seesMd 
to  be  much  diminished,  if  not  entirely  lost;  while, 
in  certain  riews  of  which  it  wna  susce^hfc,  it 
might  prore  highly  injurious.  Tbere  eas  dan- 
ger that  the  coniinuaoce  of  a  Spenssh  colony 
there  might  produce  jealousy  and  vnriaace  be- 
tween tbe  two  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  thr 
Uoitrd  Stales  had  acquired  territory  westward (^ 
the  Mississippi,  adjoioiag  the  prorinees  of  Spsa. 
which  it  was  supposed  she  might  be  ^lesnouscf 
obtaining*    By  mutual  cessions  of  territory  m 

S|uar|ers  moet  ooarenient  u>  each  other,  aad  by 
vrming  an  interral  between  their  possessises  in 
remain  racaat,  the  danger  of  collision  might  be 
avoided,  and  their  good  understanding  more  el- 
fectually  preserred*  By  rendering  jnstice  like* 
wise  to  tbe  claims  of  the  United  States^  their  cit' 
izens  would  be  contented,  and  their  Goremaenl 
be  belter  enabled  to  control  their  conduct  beyoa^ 
their  limits.  Here,  then,  seemed  to  be  a  fan 
ground  for  amicable  compromise  between  tJM 
parties.  An  opportunity  was  presented  for  ter 
minating  erery  difftrrence,  and  securing  tikctr  fu 
ture  harmonr  without  loss  or  sacrifice  t»y  «thei 
On  the  reauUof  this  missiott  I  need  not  enln^ 
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I  aball  remadk  ooiy  tlfttrditf  fi^endif  pdlwy  wUch 
prodbeed  it  wis  not  redproctted  by  fmu  Qor- 
eroment ;  it  «m^  perhtps,  not  fell  f  It  wm  eer* 
taioiy  disrecftrdtd.  Every  ptxipostdoa  of  the 
AmericMi  Bfiiriiilerty  hiFing  these  objects  i«  vievr, 
WM  rejeoiod,  md  none  H»de  in  retoni  bf  yoor 
Gk>veniiDeii(* 

TbtteoDlMt  of  yomr  Qorernmeot  would  have 
jostiied,  if  it  did  ooc  invite,  Ae  moK  decisive 
aeasom  on  the  pert  of  the  United  Statoik  The 
refeael  to  mtke  repftrntion  for  preceding  Injoriee, 
or  10  sorreoder  mbj  portion  of  the  territory  in  the 
peaemon  of  Spain,  to  which  they  considered 
ti»ir  title  iodie|yaini>te,  or  to  accept  fair  and  hhh 
enl  pieposttioBe  for  the  aecooiinodattoa  of  these 
dtfimnces,  or  to  aMke  a  proposition  of  any  kind 
for  the  pnrpoee,  l«ft  thd  United  States  perfectly 
free  to  ponae  such  coarse  as,  in  their  jadg- 
ment^  a  jaet  fseganf  to  the  honor,  rights,  and  in- 
teresu  of  the  nation  might  dicute.  In  the  condi- 
tion of  Spain  there  was  nothing  to  excite  appre- 
hension of  the  cotiseqaeaces,  whatever  tnignt  be 
the  course  decided  on.  Of  this^  the  well-known 
siataof  the  Peaioflula  at  the  frme,  and  since,  and 
of  tbe  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  affords 
ample  proof.  The  frieadly  policv  which  the 
United  States  Have  since  pursned  is  tbe  more 
eonspieaoas  firoin  the  eODsideration  that  yoor 
Qoverameat  has  intexibly  maiatained  the  un- 
just and  hostile  auiuide  which  it  then  as« 
somed,  and  has  even  added  new  injnries  and 
iflsolu  to  those  of  which  I  have  already  com- 
plained. I  refer,  in  this  latter  remark,  to  the 
breaches  of  tbe  neatrality  of  Spatn^  which  her 
Governmeat  permitted,  if  it  did  not  anthorise,  by 
British  troops  and  British  agents  in  E^rida,  aad, 
tbrongh  that  proi^ince,  with  the  Creeks  and  othor 
Indian  tribes^  in  the  kte  war  with  Qreat  Britain, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  Uaited  States.  It  is 
under  ihesc  circtiaastaaces  that  you  have  made 
the  demands  above  recited,  to  which  I  will  now 
proceed  to  ^rve  a  more  particular  reply. 

Yon  wqoire  that  Spain  shall  be  put  into  poo- 
awion  of  West  Florida,  as  an  act  of  justice,  be- 
rate a  discoapioa  of  the  right  of  the  parties  to  it 
IS  entered  on. 

It  is  known  to  voor  Govern  meat  that  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  claim  fcy  eeasioo.  as  a  fair  equivalent, 
ue  province  of  Louisiana^  aa  it  ivas  held  by 
France  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1763,  extending 
nroB  the  liTtnr  Perdido,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
wvissippif  to  the  Bravo  or  Grande,  on  the  west- 
?"%T  '^^  '^  whole  territory  within  those  limiu, 
joe  United  States  consider  their  right  established 
oy  vdl-kaowa  facts  and  the  fair  interpretation 
n  treaties^  In  a  like  apirit  may  the  United  States 
^cooaqd  the  surrender  of  all  the  territorsr  above 
<i€SGribed,  now  in  the  occupancy  of  Spain,  as  a 
tpndition  to  the  commencement  of  any  negotia- 
«oa  for  the  adjustment  of  differences.  When  we 
coosider  how  long  your  Government  has  main- 
latoed  what  te  deemed  aa  unjust  possesision; 
^e  especially  whoa  we  recollect  that  the  injo- 
^  befoie  reoeived  are  still  unredressed,  and  that 
P^^  have  beea  since  rendered,  there- can  be,  it 
u  prtinmedy  hot  oneopinioQ  at  to  the  graat  mod- 


eration of  this  Qovernmenc  in  ac^tfieacin^  in  it. 
But  why  restore  this  province  to  Spain,  if  it  is 
the  intention  of  your  Government  to  make  the 
title  to  it,  in  coanezioa  with  other  differences,  a 
subject  01  amicable  n^otiatioa  and  arrangement  t 
May  not  such  a  negotiation  be  eniered  into  ai 
welt  while  it  is  in  toe  occupancy  of  the  United 
Slates  as  if  il  were  in  that  of  Spain  1 

Yon  demand,  next,  that  Mr.  Toledo,  and  others 
whom  you  meatioo,  charged  with  promoting  re- 
volt in  the  Spanish  provinces,  and  exciting  eitl* 
zens  of  the  United  States  to  join  in  it,  shall  be 
arrested  and  tried,  their  troops  disarmed  and 
dispersed. 

You  imiaiate  that  troops  are  leTyiog  ia  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee^  Louisiana,  aad  Geoivia,  for 
the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  ofwhem 
one  thousand  are  from  Kentucky,  and  three  bmi- 
dred  from  Tennessee,  to  be  commanded  by  Ame- 
rican  oitiaens;  bat  you  do  not  state  at  what 
points  these  mea  are  collected,  or  by  whom  com* 
maaded;  and  as  to  the  Ibroes  said  to  be  raised  in 
Louisiana  and  Georgia,  your  communication  it 
still  more  indefinite.  The  infonnatiott  receatlr 
obtaiaed  by  this  Department  from  penons  of  liigh 
consideration  is  of  a  Tcry  different  character.  It 
is  stated  that  no  mea  are  collected,  nor  is  there 
evidence  of  an  attempt  or  design  to  collect  any  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  or  €leorgia,  for  the  purpose 
stated ;  and  that  the  force  said  to  be  assembled 
under  Mr.  Toledo  is  Tcry  inconsiderable,  and 
composed  princtpaily  of  Bpaniarde  and  French- 
men. If  any  portion  of  it  consists  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  their  conduct  is  unauthorized 
and  iUenl.  This  force  is  not  within  the  settled 
parts  of  Louisiana,  but  in  the  wildernesSf  between 
tbe  aettlementa  of  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
beyond  the  actual  operation  of  our  laws.  I  nave 
to  request  that  you  will  have  tbe  goodness  to 
state  at  what  poiats  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee^ 
Georgia,  aad  Louisiana,  any  force  is  collected, 
the  number  in  each  instance,  and  by  whom  com^ 
manded.  If  such  force  is  collected,  or  coUectingi 
within  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  sug- 
gested, or  other  ill^l  purpose,  it  will  be  dis- 
persed, and  the  parties  prosecuted  according  to 
law. 

This  Goverameat  is  aader  no  obligation,  nor 
bne  it  the  power,  by  any  law  or  treaty,  tosarrea- 
der  any  inhabitant  of  Spain  or  tbe  Spanish  prov- 
inces on  the  demand  of  the  Gtovero  men  t  of  Spain ; 
nor  is  any  such  inhabitant  punishable  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  acts  committed  be-^ 
yond  their  jurisdiction,  the  case  of  pirates  alone 
excepted.  This  is  a  fundamenul  law  of  our  svs- 
tem.  It  is  net,  however,  confined  to  us ;  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  law  of  all  civilized  nations,  whete' 
not  particularly  varied  by  treaties. 

In  reply  to  your  third  demand*-*the  exclusion  of 
the  flag  of  the  revolting  provinces— I  have  to 
observe  that^  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  many  countries,  and  repeated  chaugea  of 
the  ruling  authority  in  each,  there  being  at  the 
same  time  several  competitors,  and  each  partf' 
bearing  its  appropriate  flag,'the  President  thoaghr 
it  proper,  some  time  pait,  tu  givef  orders?  to  Ihd 
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eoUeeton  aot  to  mak«  the  flag  of  any  ressel  a 
eriterioD  or  condition  of  its  admissioa  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States.    HaTiaf^  taken  no 

fart  in  the  difierences  and  eoBTulsions  which 
are  disturbed  those  countries,  it  is  consistent 
with  the  just  principles,  as  it  is  with  the  intet- 
ests.  of  the  United  States  to  receire  the  vessels 
of  all  countries  into  their  ports,  to  whatever  partj 
belonging,  and  under  whateTcr  flag  sailing,  pi- 
rates excepted,  requirfnff  of  theaa  only  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  and  obedience  to  the  laws 
while  under  their  jurisdiction,  without  adverting 
to  the  question  whether  they  nad  committed  any 
violation  of  the  allegiance  or  laws  oblisatory  on 
them  in  the  countries  to  which  they  oelonged, 
either  in  assuming  such  flag,  or  in  any  other 
respect 

In  thedifi'erences  which  have  subsisted  between 
Spain  and  her  colooiet,  the  United  States  have 
onerved  all  proper  respect  to  their  friendly  rela- 
tions with  Spain*  They  took  no  measure  to  in- 
demnify themselves  for  losses  and  injuries ;  none 
to  guard  against  the  occupancy  of  the  Spanish 
territory  by  the  British  forces  in  the  late  war,  or 
to  occupy  the  territory  to  which  the  United  States 
considered  their  title  good,  except  in  the  instance 
of  West  Florida ;  and  in  that  instance  under  cir^ 
cumstances  which  made  their  interposition  as 
much  an  act  of  accommodation  to  the  Spanish 
authority  there  as  of  security  to  themselves. 
They  have  also  prohibited  their  citizens  from 
taking  any  part  in  the  war,  and  the  inhabitanu 
of  the  colonies,  and  other  foreigners  connected 
with  them,  from  recruiting  men  in  the  United 
States  for  that  purpose.  The  proclamations 
which  have  been  issued  by  the  Governors  of  some 
of  the  States  and  Territories,  at  the  instance  of 
the  President,  and  the  proclamation  lately  issued 
by  the  President  himself,  are  not  unknown  to 
your  Government.  This  conduct,  under  such 
circumstances,  and  at  such  a  time,  is  of  a  charac- 
ter too  marked  to  be  mistaken  by  the  impartial 
world. 

What  will  be  the  first  result  of  the  civil  war 
which  prevails  between  Spain  and  the  Spanish 

Erovinces  in  America,  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
uman  foresight.  It  nas  already  existed  many 
years,  and  with  various  success;  sometimes  one 
party  pre? ailing,  and  then  the  other.  In  some  of 
the  provinces  the  success  of  the  revolutionists 
appear  to  have  given  to  their  cause  more  stabiU 
ity  than  in  others.  All  that  your  Government 
had  a  right  to  claim  of  the  United  Sutes  was, 
that  they  should  not  interfere  in  the  contest,  or 
promote  by  any  active  service,  the  success  of 
the  revolution^  admitting  that  they  continued  to 
overlook  the  injuries  received  from  Spain,  and 
remained  at  peace.  This  right  was  common  to 
the  colonists.  With  equal  justice  might  they 
claim  that  we  would  not  interfere  to  their  disad- 
vantage ;  that  our  ports  should  remain  open  to 
both  parties,  as  they  were  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  stffUMle;  that  our  laws  regulating 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  should  not  be 
cluuiged  to  their  injury.  On  these  principles  the 
United  States  have  acted. 


So  much  have  I  thought  proper  to  state  re- 
specting the  relations  existing  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Spain.  The  reatoracion  of  the 
diplomatic  intercourse  between  oar  Ckyvemaeois 
forms  an  epoch  which  cannot  fail  to  be  inaponiat 
to  both  nations.  If  it  does  not  prodnee  a  resak 
favorable  to  their  future  friendship  nnd  good  na- 
derslanding.  to  yonr  Government  will  the  lailare 
be  imputable.  The  United  States  hnve  at  aU 
times  been  willing  to  settle  their  differcDces  oa 
just  principles  and  conditions,  and  they  wtiU  are. 
Of  this  I  informed  you  in  my  letter  ef  the  5tb  of 
Mav,  as  I  likewise  did  Mr.  OevnUos»ia  a  letrer 
of  the  17tii  of  July.  It  will  be  very  saiishetory 
to  the  President  to  find  that  your  Govenswat 
entertains  now  the  same  disposition,  nnd  has  givea 
you  full  power  to  conclude  a  trenty  for  these 
purposes.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


DratulaHan  of  a  kUer  from  Mr,  OUm  Is  tfc  Saot- 

tary  f^  State* 

Philadelphia,  FUmmry  88, 1816L 

Sin :  The  letter  with  which  yon  honored  me 
on  the  19th  of  last  month,  in  nnswer  to  mise  of 
the  30th  of  December  and  8d  of  Jnonnry,  had  two 
objects :  the  first  to  make  known  to  nae  the  coib- 
plaiats  which  this  Government  considers  itself 
as  having  against  Spain  for  a  long  time  past ;  tlie 
second,  to  communicate  the  resolatioa  of  the 
President  on  the  three  points  embmeed  is  oy 
notes  mentioned  above. 

You  state  that  the  President  would  hnve  wished 
that  I  should  not  liave  confined  myself  to  bnag- 
ing  forward  the  complaints  of  His  Majesty  ^  hot 
should  have  likewise  proposed  n  reparatioa  for 
those  of  the  United  States  against  Spain. 

The  claim  for  damages  and  injuries  of  whick 
you  speak  would  have  been  definitively  arrasfvd 
and  settled  if  the  diplomatic  relations  betveea 
the  two  Powers  had  not  been  intermpted  liace 
the  raemomble  epoch  of  1806;  and  this  Gorero- 
mentcannotbut  know  that  this  interraptiea  oi^t 
not  to  be  imputed  to  Spain ;  His  Marasty  kt? iag 
made,  from  that  time,  the  greatest  efi6rts  toonia- 
tain  them  pure  and  unaltered. 

I  have  assured  you  verbally  nnd  in  writia^ 
that  His  Majesty  desired  nothing  so  nnxionsljr  si 
to  satisfy  the  United  States  for  every  injury  ther 
may  have  received  from  Spain,  and  to  proceed 
to  give  this  satisfaction  with  that  generosity  ss^ 
high  sense  of  honor  which  have  at  nil  times  4i»- 
tiaguished  the  Spanish  character,  nnd  wkkh 
have  always  shone  conspicuously  in  the  eeodoct 
of  the  Government  of  the  King,  my  mnster;  but  all 
these  points^  as  being  anterior  to  the  epoch  I  hare 
mentioned  m  my  notes,  and  since  then  pendiag 
between  the  two  Cabinets,  ought  to  be  the  object 
of  a  particular  negotiation ;  and  nothing  is  more 
natural  or  more  conformable  to  justiee  nnd  good 
faith  than  that,  for  facilitating  this  very  negocia- 
tion.  the  state  of  things  between  the  two  nstions 
should  be  reduced  to  the  same  footing  oo  which 
it  was  at  the  epoch  referred  to^  since,  from  that 
time,  there  hu  aetthtr  been  any  offieinl  corre> 
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tpoDdsntiie  between  rhe  two  Govennnents,  nor 
bare  tbe  United  States  receired  the  least  injorj 
from  Spain ;  and  if  thef  have  receiTed  any,  it 
has  been  contrary  to  tbe  will  of  His  Majestjr.  and 
witbont  bis  knowledge.  Of  this  class,  witoout 
doobt,  IS  that  which  yon  mention  in  yoar  note 
above  cited;  that  is,  that  British  troops  and  agents 
had  been  ioCrodueed  into  Florida,  and  had  com« 
nunicBdon  with  the  Indian  enemies  of  this  Re-^ 
fNDblie  in  its  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  The 
TigoroDs  neatrality  which  His  Majesty  has  ob- 
serred  in  tbe  island  of  Coba,  Bast  Florida,  and 
his  other  possessions,  onght  10  convince  the  Pres- 
ident that  tbe  Governor  of  West  Florida  f  who 
is.  I  suppose,  the  person  to  whom  you  allude)  had 
liie  orders  with  the  other  chiefs  to  observe  the 
most  strict  neutrality ;  and  if  he  has  failed  in 
obeying  them,  he  would  have  been  severely  chas- 
tised, luid  vou  haTe  given  to  me  tbe  least  intima- 
tion as  to  hb  condoot. 

I  will  now  pass  to  the  second  object  of  which 
yoar  letter  treats ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  this  Government  has  taken  on  the 
three  points  stated  in  my  letters  of  the  30th  De- 
cember and  2d  January. 

The  fint  was  confined  to  a  request  that,  in  con-i, 
formiiy  to  the  principles  I  have  stated,  that  is, 
that  the  afibirs  between  tbe  two  nations  should 
be  placed  on  tbe  same  footing  they  were  before 
the  interruption  of  the  diplomatic  relations  be- 
tween them,  His  Majesty  should  be  put  in  pos* 
sessioo  of  that  part  of  Florida  which  the  troops 
of  this  Union  had  occupied.  You  were  pleased 
to  state,  in  reply,  that  this  Government,  believing 
that  it  had  a  well  founded  right  not  only  to  the 
part  of  West  Florida  which  their  troops  had  oc- 
cupied, bat  to  a  greater  eitent  of  territory,  com- 
prehended in  the  limits  of  the  viceroyalty  of 
Mexico,  had  judged  that,  with  the  same  propri- 
ety that  the&ing,  my  master,  occupied  those  pos- 
sessions, the  United  States  might  retain  that  part 
of  West  Florida  they  held,  until  it  was  decided 
by  a  friendly  convention  to  whom  it  belonged. 

Permit  me  to  observe  that  there  is  no  parity 
in  the  cases.  The  country  to  which  you  allude, 
extending  to  the  RioBravO|  or  del  Norte,  has  been 
under  tbe  dominion  of  Spam,  not  only  before  and 
since  France  ceded  Louisiana  to  His  Majesty  by 
the  treaty  of  1764^  but  from  the  time  of  the  dis- 
covery and  conquest  of  Mexico,  without  ever 
having  passed  by  treaty  to  any  other  nation ; 
whereas  tne  Floridas  ceased  to  be  a  French  or 
Spanish  possession,  and  passed  into  the  bands  of 
Rogland,  under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Flor- 
in tbe  year  1763.  They  remained  under  the  power 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  such,  until  the  year 
1783,  when,  by  conquest,  the  Spanish  armsj  and 
^y  solemn  treaty,  they  passed  under  the  dominion 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  From  this  you  will 
infer  that,  be  the  interpretation  which  may  be 
wished  to  be  given  to  the  treaty  of  retrocettian 
of  Louisiana,  made  between  France  and  Spain 
in  1800,  what  it  may,  the  two  Floridas  can  never 
be  directly  or  indireedy  included  in  it;  first,  be- 
canae  these  provinces  being  in  the  legitimate  pos- 
aessioB  of  Sogbind  from  the  year  1763  to  the 


year  1783,  France  could  not  cede  them  to  Spain 
by  the  treaty  of  1764 — nor  Spain  retrocede  tnem 
to  France,  not  having  received  them  from  her, 
unless  there  should  have  been  an  article  on  this 
point,  in  which  express  and  direct  mention  was 
made  of  the  cession ;  and,  secondly,  because  the 
two  contracting  parties  (Spain  and  France)  have 
declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  first, 
that  she  did  not  cede  to  France  any  part  of  the 
Floridas — the  second,  that  she  had  not  acquired 
them  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  lldefonso,  or  of  rOrih 
ceanon  of  1800;  nor  had  had  the  least  intention  to 
set  up  a  claim  to  them.  You  know  very  well 
that,  according  to  all  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  justice,  no  one  can  be  put  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  what  he  holds  until  the  right  of  the  per- 
son who  claims  it  shall  be  proved  and  recognised ; 
and  that,  by  a  natural  consequence  of  this  pnn- 
ctple,  Spain  bavin?  been  in  possession  of  West 
Florida  when  the  United  States|laid  claim  to  it, 
it  is  proper  she  should  keep  it  until  this  Republic 
shows  a  better  right,  which  ought  to  be  done  in 
a  friendly  negotiation  between  the  two  Powers; 
and  that  it  would  be  anticipating  the  nej;otiating 
to  begin  by  taking  possession  of  the  territory,  the 
right  to  which,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  the  object  of  the  negotiation 
itself.  These  are  the  grounds  which  support  the 
first  demand  I  made  on  you,  in  the  name  of  His 
Majesty,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  December ;  and 
I  natter  myself  that,  reflecting  on  facts  so  well 
known,  you  cannot  do  less  than  consider  them 
just. 

I  pass  now  to  the  second  point.  This  is  con- 
fined to  asking  the  punishment,  according  to  law^ 
of  those  turbulent  and  seditious  individuals  who 
have  taken  up  arms  within  the  territory  of  this 
confederation,  and  from  thence  carrying  desola- 
tion, destruction,  and  horror  into  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces of  the  Crown  of  Spain ;  and  not  content 
with  the  atrocities  they  have  heretofore  com- 
mitted, they  are  now  actually  engaged  in  re- 
cruiting troops,  and  preparing  armaments  in  the 
bosom  of  this  country,  again  to  invade  these  pro- 
vinces. I  have  named  the  ringleaders  of  these 
rebels,  who  have  violated  the  neutrality  and  the 
most  sacred  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
well-known  fact  of  their  having  armed  in  their 
territory,  and  marched  from  thence,  in  military 
and  hostile  array,  to  subvert  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  dominions  of  the  Kmg,  my  master. 
I  have  named  Toleda  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  Doc- 
tor Robinson,  and  others,  who  perpetrated  the 
horrible  deeds  at  St.  Antonio  de  Bexar;  who 
recruited  their  troops  in  Louisiana,  and  even  in 
the  limits  of  New  Orleans,  and  proceeded  from 
thence,  as  an  army,  to  assault  the  province  of 
New  Mexico;  who  committed  there  outrages 
nerer  heard  of  even  among  savaffe  tribes ;  and 
who,  after  being  defeated,  again  took  refuge  in  the 
territory  of  this  Union,  where  they  are  now  en- 
deavoring to  raise  new  forces  to  repeat  the  same 
excesses.  Toledo.  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  Dr.  Rob- 
inson^  and  their  followers,  to  this  time,  move  about 
with -impunity  in  Louisiana,  and  even  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  itself.    The  infraction  of  the 
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bwft of  the  U^iUd  BtAtew,  apd  the  Yioiatira  of  Um 
digaitf  ftod  hoDOff  of  the  A«^rififto  people^  of 
waicb  thej  are  goilty,  is  pablie  fto4  notorioos, 

fot  only  in  ibis  couiitry,  but  in  Uio  whole  world, 
stated  to  yoo,  in  addition,  on  this  point,  that 
the  riogleaders  I  bad  named  to  yon  were  expectp 
ing  considerable  reiaforeements  from  Kentucky 
and  Tennessei^  to  undertalw  a  hostile  expedition 
against  the  netchboring  possessions  of  m^  so? er- 
%ifa  9  and  that!  bad  advised  that  these  remibraa* 
mMts,  composed  of  American  eitiseni^  were 
laised  for  the  parpoae  o(  aniiiog  witb  them* 

Too  were  pleased  to  state  to  me,  in  rei^r,  on 
tbis  point,  tbattbe  President  bad  determined  not 
to  ta&e  any  part  in  the  dispates  which  bad  atisen 
between  His  Catbdie  Majesty  aad  the  rcTolted 
provinces  on  this  continent ;  and  that,  in  con- 
formity to  tbis  system,  the  Governors  of  different 
States,  as  well  as  the  President  himself,  had  issued 
repeated  proclamation^  directing  that  all  those 
wbo  set  on  foot,  or  promoted  the  recruiting  of 
adventurers,  with  the  design  of  invading  the 
possessions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  should  be 
^oaeeoted  according  to  law ;  that  the  informa> 
tion  received  at  your  Department,  from  very  re* 
npectafole  persona,  is,  that  the  force  collected  by 
Toledo  is  very  incooaidefable,  and^  composed 
principally  of  Frenchmen  and  Spaniards,  with* 
oat  the  territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  where  their 
kws  do  not  reach ;  that  my  stateaMftts  on  tbis 

foUit  are  not  eiroankstaatial  i  and  that  as  sooaas 
pointed  out  American  citizens  who  nromoted 
the  expeditions,  collected  the  troops,  or  facilitated 
the  supplies  to  which  I  referred,  and  if  these  ool- 
(eotions  of  troops,  &c.,  were  ia  the  territory  of 
tbie  Union,  tbey  should  be  immediaiely  dispersed, 
and  tbe  persons  implicaled  should  be  prosecuted 
aeoording  to  law. 

To  satisfy  vou  on  tbis  point,  witb  that  sampli* 
f  itv  and  caooor  which  belongs  to  me,  I  will  di- 
vide into  two  classes  these  seditious  persons  of 
whom  I  have  spohen  to  you  in  my  notes.  I  will 
lAciude  in  tbe  first  claM  Toledo,  Bernardo  Qutior* 
res,  and  Dr.  Robinson,  as  violators  of  tbeneutfality 
laws  of  tbe  United  States^-an  infraetian  so  noto- 
rious and  so  evident  that  I  should  do  wroog  to 
detain  you  in  referring  to  tbe  innumerable  acts 
which  demonstrate  it  iu  an  incontestable  man* 
ner.  It  is  known  to  you,  to  your  Qoverument, 
and  to  the  whole  cooncry,  ibat,  with  tbe  troops 
Ibey  individually  raised  tiwee  years  ago  ia  Lou- 
isiana,  they  marched  in  military  array  to  invade 
the  internal  iMrovinoes  of  tbe  vioaroyalty  of  Mex* 
ico ;  the  horrible  assassinations  tbey  committed, 
particularly  those  by  Bernardo  Gutierrez  at  St. 
Antpnio  de  Bexar,  arc  known.  And,  finally,  it 
IS  known  that,  being  defeated  hy  the  troops  of 
tbe  King,  my  master,  tbey  took  refuge  agam  in 
iJiis  country,  and  that  the  (Government  of  Louis- 
iana permitted  tkeai  lo  remain  undisturbed  in  tbe 
¥cr]r  territory  whose  neutrality  tbey  bad  violated. 
Tbis  siagle  fact  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufficient 
leaion  wby  tbe  law  should  take  bold  on  tbem 
before  they  leave  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United 
Staus  to  renew  melancholv  scenes.  But  I  will 
give  10  you  even  new  prooia  that  these  highway 


robbera  bave  not  eeasad  fiswi  tJMi  liaae  aa  eoneeit 
aad  to  realize  new  pec^iaou  agninaiibo  tanatstttitf 
of  tbe  inbabilanu  of  tbe  domininns  of  the  Kiaf^ 
my  master. 

Tbe  annexed  copies,  sMrJked  Noa^  i,  S,  aadi^ 
of  intercepted  lettera  from  Tolndo,  mbleh  kia 
been  oCcmlly  seac  to  aao,  prove  be^ood  dede 
that  Toledo  bad  afmcd  in  New  Oaienna  tknt  vc» 
sell,  in  which  be  carried  nrma  and  iMMianstf 
war  to  give  ooppoH  to  tbe  iaswreelioa  in  Meziee: 
and  that  be  rewrned  to  that  eitjr,  fafiviw  baa 
witb  bim  Herfffrci  trim  calla  Juoamlf  Ann 
Plenipotentiary  from  tbe  revolled  ftsiies 

tbis  GoTcmnient,  by  asserting,  in  one  aC  bii 

letters,  that  tbe  United  States  only  waited  tbe 
arrival  of  tbe  Minister  of  tbe  sevolQlioniBU  tf 
Mexico  to  acknowledge  its  indcyeadeaee.  Tbe 
other  ringleaders  have  done  tbe  aanae  tkiiwts  de- 
ceive adventureie^  both  in  and  cot  of  Menco, 
and  even  citizens  of  the  United  Smtea,  sedaoaf 
tbem  hj  false  asaut aaces  that  tbetr  Ctorcnamt 
was  decided  to  supoort  tbem,  aad  Uiai  it  wosM 
proceed  immediately  to  recogoiae  na  nn  indep» 
dent  Power  that  band  of  highway  robbers  sai 
insurgents.  From  tbe  extract  of  a  letMr  frnat 
^person  of  tbe  greniesc  veracity  and  eke  best  cks^ 
acter,  now  forwarded  to  yott«  aMrked  No.  4.  fw 
wiU  observe  that  Toledo  bad  defened  bis  e^ 
diiion  against  tbe  provinces  of  the  Kim,  wf 
master,  aa  I  staled  to  yoa  in  my  note  nf  £e  U 
January,  as  tbe  tbousand  man  be  ezpecced  ham 
Kentucky,  and  tbe  three  bundred  Iran  Tenant 
see,  could  not  form  a  junction  with  him  m  iem 
tban  twenty-four  days ;  and  in  Noa.  6  aad  6;  yen 
will  see  this  information  confirmed  wndatpasttK 
rior  date,  advising  me  that  a  namber  af  Jjncn- 
cans  came  down  from  tbe  Stntea  a^ceat  ts 
Louisiana  to  join  the  expeditioa  wbieb  T0M9 
bad  concerted ;  and  that  be  (Tole4o)  wouM  any 
witb  him  tbe  engineer  X«aford,  Savnrf,  and  oas 
Soubenet, 

Tou  will  also  learn  chat  proviaiona  end  a  Csf^ 
thagenian  flag- were  sent  to  tbe  AnaericM  hrig, 
tbe  Tom  Bowline,  from  New  Yor^  at  ike  mo- 
meat  of  her  arrival  at  the  Baiize.  by  a  fuboai 
of  the  Uaited  Smtas,  witb  tbe  object,  it  weuld 
seem  of  convoying  with  her  tbe  reaaeis  wbiEb 
should  sail  from  New  Orleans  wilb  aawniiioH  cf 
war  for  the  establishment  at  tbe  new  port  ef  Ta» 
pico ;  that  tbey  bad  porebMcd  in  rfew  Oiieasi 
iuelf  five  otber  scbooneia,  which  they  era  acm> 
ally  arming  to  cruise  against  tbe  Spaniab  e«m* 
mercci  and  thax  it  nppean  that  MffTjoba  C 
West,  merchant  of  that  place,  is  the  ageat  far 
these  vessels  $  aad,  finally,  tbac  in  that  eity  tbctc 
has  been  a  revolutioaary  junta,  at  the  head  cf 
which  is  Toledo  aad  Herrera,  frena.  which  hm 
issued  tbe  wicked  dearee  mentioned  in  these  Jea> 
lers-p4bat  four  boaoraUe  Spaniat  ds  aheuld  be  pM 
to  death  for  every  revolutioaist  pnoishad  by  tbe 
establiabed  laws  of  the  monarchy  ef  tbe  iiag^ 
my  master. 

As  respecu  Doctor  Robinaon,  it  ia  naisriowa 
that  ha  baa  been  one  of  tbe  moat  iafarmied  ew- 
emies  of  Spain,  and  tbe  eoe  wbo  hna,  with  tht 
greatest  eagemeas,  promoted  tbe  rebellion  ef  ibe 
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woviBOM  of  Hm  If  MMtf .  It  WIS  he  who  ialro*- 
doeerf  huoMelf  Into  toe  internal  proTinees  to  ee- 
dnee  tlicir  inhabitanu;  it  was  he  who  sowed  the 
seed  of  insametuw ;  it  was  he  who  procured  ia- 
telligenee  ia  Si.  Antoaio  de.  Bexar  for  Bernardo 
Gotiercaz,  that  he  might  possess  himself  of  the 
place,  and  afterwards  mnrder  fourteen  Spanish 
chiefs;  aad  it  was  he  who  pahlished,  in  these 
United  States,  praclamatioa^  signed  with  his 
hand,  inviting  adTentnrers  from  aU  parts  to  form 
an  armff  pointioff  ont  the  pkees  of  enlisting  men, 
and  the  paf  of  those  enlisted ;  and,  in  one  word, 
deelarinc  war  himself,  in  a  certain  mode,  against 
the  Spanisk  nation,  from  the  very  hosom  of  this 
Repnhlie,  as  yon  will  ind  more  in  detail  in  the 
authenticated  copy  (No.  7)  which  accompanies 
this,  the  original  of  which  is  in  my  possession. 

1  include  m  the  second  class  those  IndiTidoals 
who,  seduced  by  the  imposture  of  ihe  principal 
anihor  of  these  hostile  ezpedstions,  ha?e  assisted, 
from  ihe  bosom  of  this  Republic,  the  rerolotioo* 
ists  of  Mezico-^some  by  fnrnishiog  them  arms 
and  munitions  of  war,  others  by  enusting  them* 
seires,  in  this  conotry,  in  the  army  of  the  insur- 

Sues,  which  passed  orer  to  sobrert  all  order  in 
e  nrorioces  of  the  King,  my  roaster.  In  this 
nmnber  are  thoee  other  persons  whom  I  have 
menticmed  to  jou  in  this  and  my  former  notes. 
The  information  which  I  gave  you  respecting 
some  persons  who  were  pepariog  hostile  eape- 
dltions  from  Qeoigin  against  the  possessions  ot 
the  King,  my  master,  yon  find  esUblisbed,  ofB« 
ctaiiy,  by  the  Qorernor  of  East  Florida,  in  his 
letter  (No.  8)  whieh  accompanies  this ;  in  which 
he  advises  me  that  John  Mcintosh  and  William 
Criach,  who  supported  the  last  insurrection  io 
that  proTinee,  in  the  year  1812,  are  now  recruit- 
ing in  Oeofgia  a  considerable  number  of  vara- 
bonds^  ngnin  to  invade  the  territory  under  his 
commaad. 

I  flatter  myself  that  this  series  of  acts,  so  etr* 
cnmstantial,  the  information  of  which  has  been 
acquired  through  channels  so  respectable,  will 
be  sufficient  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
to  the  necessity  of  cutting  op  by  the  roots  these 
melancholy  abuses,  and  shut  the  door  against  the 
continaal,  violent  movements  of  these  turbulent 
people,  who.  from  the  bosom  of  this  Republic, 
make  war  ob  a  friendly  and  neighboring  Power. 
It  has  never  been  the  intention  of  the  King,  my 
mnster,  to  request  thnt  the  punishment  of  the  laws 
shouid  be  inflioted  on  these  disturbers  of  social 
order  when  their  guilt  ii  not  fully  proven.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  informed  vou  that'  the  ob* 
ject  of  His  Majesty  is  not  to  take  vengeance  on 
these  highway  robbers,  but  to  shelter  his  subjects 
from  tlKir  Mrbnrity.  His  Majesty  has  only 
thought  proper  to  solicit  from  the  rectitude  nnd 
tireumspection  of  this  Government  whnt  might 
ptcvent  the  crimes  which  are  meditated  from 
taking  effect,  as  otherwise  it  might  be  too  late  to 
prevent  them,  as  the  offenders  will  be  beyond 
the  territory  of  a  friend,  and  at  a  distance  from 
the  arm  of  the  law.  Qood  order  requires  not 
only  Uiat  the  offences  already  committed  should 
he  punished,  but  that  those  which  are  .content 


plated  should  be  prevented ;  and  this  is  the  cas^ 
of  the  individuals  I  have  compr^ended  in  tb* 
second  class.  The  personal  knowledge  I  have 
of  the  reeitude  of  the  President  inspires  me  with 
a  confidence  that  he  will  view  the  acts  I  have 
Just  stated  as  I  do,  and  proceeding,  in  this  pantd* 
ular  case,  with  that  integrity  and  humanity  which 
is  the  most  glorious  distinction  of  the  Americatf 
character,  he  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  those  mea- 
sures which  he  may  believe  most  analogous  tl9 
the  system  which,  you  tell  me,  this  Government 
has  adopted,  not  to  mix  in  these  dissensions, 
and  not  to  permit  the  citizens  <^  this  Republic  to 
take  part  in  them,  nor  to  permit  its  territory  tn 
be  a  shelter  to  foreigners  who  try  to  make  war 
on  a  frlendlv  Power. 

To  the  third  point  in  my  notes,  intended  to 
solicit  from  yoi^r  Qovernment  that  vessels  from 
the  insurgent  or  revolted  provinces  of  Spanish 
America  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  porta 
of  the  Republic,  as  well  because  none  of  those 
provinces  are  recognised  by  any  Power  in  the 
world,  as,  because  the  obligations  of  friendship 
and  good  neighborhood  demnnd  that  we  should 
not  m  any  way  contribute  to  protect  provincet 
or  subjects  who  hnve  revolted,  you  have  beat 
pleased  to  make  kaowa  to  me  that  the  President 
observing  the  chnnge  of  government  which  ban 
taken  place  among  the  revolutionists  in  Spanish 
America,  had  adopted  the  measure  of  ordering  the 
colleetorv  of  the  customs  to  admit  every  descrip* 
lion  of  vessel,  without  regard  to  her  character 
or  flag,  provided  she  paid  the  duties  and  observet 
the  laws  of  the  country  during  the  time  she  waa 
in  port* 

With  due  respect  for  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  chief  of  this^  confederation,  I  cannot  do  leas 
than  state  to  you  that  the  changes  of  government 
which  have  taken  place  among  the  revolutiooistt 
of  Spanish  America  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
afford  a  suflScient  motive  for  altering  the  friendly 
conduct  towards  a  Power  with  whom  one  is  in 
peace  and  harmony.  You  cannot  but  know  that 
this  measure  places  these  factionists  not  only  on  a 
footiag  of  equality  with  the  Spanish  nation,  but 
gives  them  advantages  over  all  independent 
rowers,  since,  according  to  the  laws  of  neu- 
trality, the  United  States  would  not  permit  any 
independent  natioa  to  arm  its  vessels  in  their 
ports,  nor  to  sell  prizes  in  them,  as  is  permitted 
to  these  revolutionists. 

By  the  two  acts  of  Congress,  one  of  the  38th 
of  February,  1806,  and  the  other  of  the  24ih  of 
the  same  month  in  1807,  all  commerce  with  the 
rebels  of  St.  Domingo  was  prohibited  at  the  re« 
quest  of  France.  As  the  treaties  subsistiiiff  b^ 
tween  Spain  and  the  United  States  place  Spain 
on  the  footing  of  the  most  fkvored  nations,  His 
Mnjesty  constdeife  himself  entitled  to  expect  that 
this  Republic  will  now  adopt  in  his  favor  a  like 
measure  during  the  disturbances  in  Spanish 
America,  or  for  such  other  period  as  it  may  be 
considered  proper  to  designate.  Such  is  the  spirit 
in  which  1  have  made  the  three  requests  to  your 
Qovernment,  stated  in  my  former  notes.  I  hope 
that  the  present  observations  will  merit  a  favora* 
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Me  reeeplion  from  the  reetitode  and  wisdom  of 
4h%  President  and  of  yonrself.  I  hare  giren  an 
aceoont  to  my  GoreromeBt  of  all  these  partien* 
larsi  sending  it  a  copy  of  my  notes,  and  of  the 
answer  I  had  the  honor  to  reeeive  from  yoii« 
And  in  the  meantime  I  ought  to  reiterate  to  you 
Ihe  most  positive  assoranees  of  the  disposition  of 
the  King,  my  master,  to  maintain  and  to 
atren^then  the  ties  of  friendship  and  good  under- 
standing with  these  States. 

At  the  conclusion  of  your  note  which  I  am  now 
answerioffj  you  are  pleased  to  make  known  to 
me  that  this  Qorernment  is  anxious  to  terminate, 
hy  means  of  a  friendly  negotiation  with  the  King, 
my  master,  alt  pending  differences,  and  that  it 
will  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to  know 
that  I  am  vested  with  powers  to  that  effect.  I 
have  not  lost  anv  time  in  communicating  to  mr 
Sovereign  this  desire  of  the  President,  and  I  will 
have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  you  what 
His  Majesty  may  determine  on  this  point ;  never- 
theless, I  ought  to  state  to  you,  that  although  it 
would  be  highly  flattering  to  me  to  treat  with 
you,  as  your  penetration  and  rectitude  would  fa- 
cilitate the  arrangement  of  these  affairs,  yet  it 
appears  to  me  that,  as  Mr.  Brving  has  not  yet 
aaued  from  the  United  States,  the  business  would 
ha  expedited  if  the  President  would  give  him 
]M)wcr  and  instructions  to  terminate  the  negotia- 
tions, at  Madrid.  This  arrangement  cannot  pre- 
sent great  difficulties.  The  respective  rights  of 
each  1^0 wer  being  once  settled  by  common  agree- 
ment, a  friendly  understanding  being  had  on  each 
point  in  discussion,  and  it  being  ttetermined  what 
are  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  Spain  and  the  Uni* 
ted  Sute^  they  wouQ  be  still  further  obviated  if 
you  would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me,  frankly 
and  plainly,  as  I  requested  in  a  former  letter,  what 
are  the  pretensions  of  right  which  the  United 
Slates  have  against  Spain,  and  what  are  those 
for  their  own  convenience,  which  they  desire  to 
realize  for  an  equivalent  which  may  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  two  nations,  to  the  end  that,  with 
the  knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  the  mutual  in- 
terests of  both,  I  may  recommend  to  the  attention 
of  His  Majesty  these  particular  points. 

I  renew  to  you  my  respects,  and  pray  Qod  to 
preserve  your  life  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Ccpjf  of  a  Idier  from  the  Seereiary  of  StaU  to  the 

UhevaUer  De  Onie. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Stati,  June  10, 1816. 

Sir  :  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
February  33d  soon  after  its  date,  and  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  President. 

Anxious  as  this  Government  has  been  to  ter- 
minate all  differences  with  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
on  conditions  of  reciprocal  advantage,  and  with 
equal  hoDor  to  both  parlies,  it  would  have  been 
very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to  have  found 
that  you  had  been  vested  with  full  power  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclude  a  treaty  for  these  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  now  to  state  that  Mr.  Erving, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 


His  Catholie  Majeaty,  baa  been  iBStraeted  oa 
these  important  subjeeu^  and  that,  aa  the  rievs 
of  this  Qovernment  are  just  and  liberal,  a  strong 
hope  is  enterlained  that  your  Gtoverameot,  bria«> 
ing  to  the  negotiation  a  siaailar  dbpoaiUon,  vul 
affree  to  such  an  arrangement  as  will  be  mntoaUy 
advantageous  and  satisDwtory  to  both  luaioas. 

However  agreeable  it  might  be  to  leave  thcK 
high  concerns  in  this  train,  withoot  further  dii* 
cossion  here,  it  is,  nevertheless,  proper  to  notice 
some  passages  in  your  letter  of  Febraaxf  33i 
notwiihstairaing  the  clear  light  io  which  (he  soh> 
jects  to  which  they  relate  nave  been  placed  in 
former  communications.  Ton  tntimale,  ia  your 
late  letter  of  May  30lh,  a  desire  to  reedve  a  par* 
ticular  answer  to  that  of  February  S3d ;  and  it  is 
just  that  you  should  see  that  my  ailenec  was  im- 
puuble  to  the  cause  only  which  ia  above  iuig- 
gested. 

You  state  that,  as  that  portioa  of  Loububi 
which  lies  eastward  of  the  Misstssippi  and  ibc 
Iberville,  had  been  ceded  by  France  to  Great 
Britain  in  1763,  and  by  Great  Britain  to  Spaia 
in  1783,  it  could  not  be  comprised  in  the  ccsaoa 
of  G^in  to  France  in  1800,  nor  of  the  latter  to 
the  United  States  in  1803 1  and  yoo  draw  iha 
conclusion  from  the  supposed  import  of  the  terw 
''retrocession"  used  in  the  two  latter  treatiea; 
which,  you  say,  applies  to  that  portioa  only  whi^ 
Spain  bad  received  from  France.  My  interpre- 
tation of  these  treaties,  taking  into  view  so  mack 
thereof  as  relates  to  this  subject,  ia  very  diflerenL 
As  to  the  term  "  retrocession,"  it  is  evident  thai 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  it 
should  have  any  effect  whatever  on  the  extent  of 
the  territory  ceded.  The  import  of  this  tcim  ii 
too  vague,  and  the  term  iiselr  was  used  ia  a  man- 
ner too  casual  to  admit  such  an  inference,  even 
had  there  been  nothing  else  in  the  treaty  between 
Spain  and  France  of  1800,  to  show  that  the  coa* 
struction  you  contend  for  is  altogether  inconsist- 
ent with  the  manifest  intention  of  the  panics. 
The  import  of  this  term  would,  in  my  opiatoa, 
be  satisfied,  if  the  whole  province  had  pasMd  in 
the  first  instance  from  France  to  Great  Britain, 
and  been  conveyed  afterwards  by  Great  Britaia 
to  Spain,  and  by  Spain  back  again  to  France,  la 
regard  to  France  this  last  conveyance  woold  have 
been  a  "retrocession,"  as,  by  it,  the  icrrttofj 
would  have  been  ceded  back  to  her.  It  was  veiy 
natural,  therefore,  that  this  term  should  be  used, 
being  applicable,  in  the  most  limited  sense  ia 
which  it  can  be  taken,  to  at  least  nineteen*twea- 
tieths  of  the  provinoe,  and,  in  a  qualified  sense, 
to  tbe  whole. 

Had  it  been  intended  to  exempt  any  portion  of 
the  province  in  the  possession  oi  Spain  from  the 
operation  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Udefonao,  it  woold 
have  been  easv  to  have  done  it,  and  in  a  manner 
to  preclude  all  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties, it  might,  for  example,  have  been  stated  tbat 
Spain  ceded  back  to  France  such  part  of  tbe  prsv- 
ince  as  France  had  ceded  to  Spain.  A  stipoia* 
tion  to  this  effect  would  have  been  concise,  simple, 
and  very  perspicuous;  it  would  hare  rendered 
useless  and  tmnecessary  the  other  provisions  of 
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the  article  in  regiud  to  the  point  in  diaenssioni 
and  for  aoy  purpose  whatever  the  first  of  these 
proTtsioQs ;  or  they  might  bare  defined  the  extent 
of  the  cession  by  a  naioni  boundarjr,  which 
would  hare  been  equally  distinct  and  satisfactory. 
Had  Spain  ceded  to  France  all  that  porlion  of 
Louisiana  which  lies  westward  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  Iberville,  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont* 
chartraio,  no  controversy  could  ever  have  arisen 
between  France  and  Spain  respecting  the  east- 
era  lifflitj,  as  to  what  Spain  had  ceded  in  that 
quarter,  and  what  she  had  retained ;  nor  could 
there  have  been  one  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  By  declining  to  define  the  boundaries 
of  Louisiana,  eastward,  in  some  one  of  these  ob- 
vious and  perspicuous  modes,  it  is  just  to  con- 
clude that  it  was  intentional ;  that  there  was  an 
object  in  it;  and  what  that  object  was  is  suffi- 
ciently apparent  from  a  fair  construction  of  the 
provisions  of  the  article  already  noticed. 

By  the  Treaty  of  St.  Udefooso,  in  1800,  the 
province  of  Louiiiiana  is  ceded  to  France  by 
Spain,  "  with  the  same  extent  that  it  now  has  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France 
[)ossessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the 
treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain 
Lod  other  Sutes."  And  by  the  treaty  of  1803, 
Ktween  the  United  States  and  France,  this  arti- 
tle  of  the  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  is 
nserted  verbatim,  by  which  the  United  States 
ire  placed  precisely  on  the  same  ground  on  which 
?'raDce  herself  stood. 

If  we  recur  to  the  several  provisions,  we  shall 
ind  that  each  has  a  distinct  object,  for  which  it 
ivould  not  have  been  necessary  to  provide,  espe- 
iially  in  that  mode,  if  it  had  been  the  intention 
)f  the  parties  that  no  portion  of  West  Florida  in 
[uestion  should  have  been  exempted  from  the 
tessioD.  By  stipulating  first  that  the  province 
vas  ceded  ^  with  the  same  extent  that  it  now  has 
n  the  hands  of  Spain,"  direct  reference  was  made 
o  that  portion  of  West  Florida  Wing  between 
he  Mississippi,  the  Iberville,  the  Lakes  Maurepas 
ind  Pontchartrain,  and  the  Per  dido.  This  pro- 
rision  cannot  be  construed  as  alluding  to  any 
ither  part  of  the  province,  and  its  sole  effect  was 
ntended  to  be  to  include  it  in  the  cession  to 
France.  The  second  provision  is  equally  explicit, 
'  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it.''  It  is 
cQown  that  France  had  held  the  province  to  that 
»xtent  before  the  treaties  of  1763,  by  which  she 
lad  ceded  it  to  Spain  and  Great  Britain ;  and  by 
his  stipulation  it  was  ceded  back  to  her  in  the 
ame  extent,  so  far  as  Spain  could  do  it.  The 
bird  provision  has  an  object  equally  distinct,  and 
^tbe  more  important,  because,  by  giving  it  its 
ntended  efiect,  the  construction  given  to  the 
)thers  ia  fully  confirmed—"  such  as  it  should  be 
ifter  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
iweea  Spain  and  pther  States."  By  the  treatj 
between  the  United  Suites  and  Spain,  in  179$. 
;he  boundaries,  as  established  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  in  1783,  and  the  free 
Qavigation  of  the  Mississippi  are  confirmed,  with 
the  addition  of  the  right  of  deposlte  at  New  Or- 
leans.   This  provision  applies  to  this  treaty,  and 


likewise  to  the  treaty  of  1783  between  Great 
BriUin  and  Spain,  by  which  West  Florida  was 
ceded  to  the  latter,  whereby  she  was  enabled  to 
restore  it,  in  the  extent  contended  for,  to  France. 
In  regard  to  its  operation  on  the  treaty  of  1705^ 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  was  a 
provision  which  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
expect  from  the  good  faith  of  Spain. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  which  was  in  sab- 
stance  taken  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  1805,  in  a  niegotiatioa  with  jrour  Government 
at  Aranjnez,  appears  to  me«  as  it  then  did,  to  be 
conclusive.    You  urge,  however,  arainst  it,  that 
the  French  Government  had  stated  that  it  was 
not  iu  intention  to  cede  to  the  United  States  that 
portion  of  Louisiana  which  France  had  ceded  to 
Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  1763.    The  same 
declaration  was  made  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  Aranjuez,  ia  1805,  for  the  same 
purpose  that  it  is  £ew  repeated.    A  just  regard 
to  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  founded  on  the 
cession  which  France  had  made  to  them,  with  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  transaction,  combined  with  a  due 
respect  to  the  Government  of  France,  dictated 
the  answer.    Your  Government  was  informed 
that  the  American  Envoys  had  proposed  to  the 
French  Government,  In  the  negotiation  which 
terminated  in  the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  in  1803,  that  its  boundaries 
should  be  defined  by  the  treaty;  to  which  the 
French  Government  did  not  accede,  preferring 
to  insert  iur  it  na  extract  from  the  Treaty  of  St. 
Ildefonso,  by  which  the  province  had  been  ceded 
by  Spain  to  France,  with  intention  to  place  the 
united  States,  in  regard  to  Spain,  on  the  same 
ground  precisely  that  France  held  herself  under 
the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  unprejudiced  by  any 
opinion  of  her  own.    Nothing  had  occurred  in 
the  negotiation  with  France  to  excite  a  doubt  that 
the  Perdido  was  the  eastern  boundary  of  Louisi* 
ana.    It  had  been  the  boundary  of  the  province 
when  held  by  France,  betbre  the  treaties  of  1763, 
and  it  was  made  so  again  by  the  Treaty  of  Sf.  Ilde» 
fonso,  which  restored  it  to  her.    Such  was  the 
construction  which  the  American  Ministers  gave 
to  that  treaty,  who  were  engaged  in  the  oegotia- 
tion  with  France ;  and  such  their  representation 
of  it  to  their  Government,  after  the  treaty  with 
France  was  concluded.   It  merits  particular  atten- 
tion that  when  your  Government  was  requested 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  such  territory  as  they 
were  desironsof  obtaining  prior  to  theiracquisition 
of  Louisiana,it  replied  to  their  Minister  at  Madrid, 
by  a  letter  of  May  3, 1803,  ^  that,  by  the  retro* 
cession  made  to  France  of  Louisiana,  that  Power 
regained  the  province  with  the  limits  it  had,  sav- 
ing the  rights  acquired  by  other  Powers;  and 
that  the  United  Sutes  could  address  themselves 
to  the  French  Government  to  negotiate  the  ac- 
quisition of  territories  which  might  suit  their 
interest."    With  the  subject  thus  presented  be- 
fore the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
fair  construction  of  the  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso,  ibaintained  by  the  American  Min- 
isters in  their  official  communication  aceompa* 
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5  the  lecter  of  yoor  Mmitter  of  Sttite,  the  Treaty 
Paris  of  1803  wet  ntilied.  It  eoald  not  be 
ezpeeied  that  the  United  States  would  appeal, 
WBiin  these  cireunstaDces,  to  France,  for  iafor* 
nation  as  to  the  extent  of  the  aeqaisition  whieh 
the^  had  made,  or  be  gorenied  of  any  opiaion 
which  her  Gk>f  eminent  might  express,  in  that 
atMK|  respecting  iL 

With  respect  to  the  western  boundary  of  Loa- 
isiana,  I  hare  to  remark  that  this  Government 
jlias  never  doubted,  since  the  treaty  of  1803,  chat 
it  extended  to  the  Rio  Bravo.  Satisfied  I  am,  if 
the  claims  of  the  two  nations  were  submitted  to 
an  impartial  tribanal,  who,  observing  the  princi* 
pies  applicable  to  the  case,  and  tracug  facts,  as 
to  discovery  and  settlement,  on  either  side,  that 
such  would  be  its  decision.  The  discovery  of  the 
Mississippi  as  low  down  as  the  Arkansas,  in  1673^ 
and  to  its  month,  in  1680^  and  the  establishment 
of  settlements  on  that  river,  and  on  the  bay  of 
St.  Bernard,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Colorado, 
in  1685,  Qoder  the  aoihority  of  France,  when  the 
nearest  settlement  of  Spain  was  in  the  province 
of  Panuco,  are  facts  which  place  the  claim  of  the 
United  Ststes  on  ground  not  to  be  shaken.  It  is 
known  thai  nothing  occurred  afterwards  on  the 
part  of  France  to  weaken  this  claim.  The  differ* 
ence  which  afterwards  took  place  between  France 
and  Spain  respecting  Spanish  encroachments 
there,  and  the  war  which  ensued,  to  which  they 
contributed,  tend  to  confirm  it. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  these  remarks 
in  reply  to  your  letter  of  Februarv  88d,  respect- 
ing tne  eastern  and  western  boundary  of  Louis- 
lana.  The  subject  having  been  fully  treated  in 
several  notes  to  your  Government  in  1805,  and 
particularly  in  those  of  March  8th  and  April  20th 
of  that  year,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  them  for  a  fur- 
ther view  of  the  sentiments  of  this  Government 
on  the  subject. 

In  adverting  to  the  parts  of  your  letter  which 
relate  to  the  revolfed  provinces  of  Spain  in  Ame- 
rica, and  the  aid  which  you  state  the  revolution- 
ary party  have  derived  from  the  United  Stales,  I 
cannot  avoid  expressing  equally  my  surprise  and 
regret.  I  stated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  January 
19th,  that  no  aid  bad  ever  been  afforded  them, 
either  in  men,  money,  or  supplies  of  any  kind,  by 
the  Government,  not  presuming  that  the  gratui- 
tous supply  of  provisions  to  the  unfortunate  pen* 
pie  of  Caiaecas,  in  consequence  of  the  calamity 
with  which  they  were  visited,  would  be  viewed 
in  that  ligh^  and  that  aid  to  them  from  our  citi- 
zens, inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  the  law  of  nations,  had  been 
prohibited,  and  that  the  prohibition  had  been  en- 
forced with  care  and  attention.  Tou  stated  in 
your  letter  of  January  2d,  that  forces  were  col- 
lecting in  different  parts  of  our  western  and 
southern  coonuy,  particularly  in  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  invad- 
ing the  Spanish  provinces.  I  stated  to  vou,  in 
replyi  that  I  knew  of  no  such  collection  or  troops 
in  any  quarter,  and  that,  from  information,  de- 
rived, from  the  highest  authorities,  I  was  satisfied 


that  Doae  such  had  been  madei.  I  nq— sitd  foa 
to  sute  at  what  points  these  ttoops.  were  «4- 
leeled,  and  who  were  the  eoamaaders.  Yos 
have  sent  me,  in  reply,  extracts  of  letlcis  froa 
persons  whose  names  are  withheld,  which  cstsb- 
fish  none  of  the  (ecu  alleged  ss  to  the  rmima^  of 
troops  in  the  United  Sutes,  but  recite  only  vagic 
minors  to  that  ellect.  I  ha ve  the  honor  to  tisai* 
mit  10  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  this  salHecty  (nm 
Mr.  Dick,  the  attorney  of  the  United  Slates  fot 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  by  whieh  yoe  wili  ssc 
how  attentive  the  public  authorities  there  have 
been  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Uoiled 
States,  and  to  the  orders  of  the  Ckiveraacnt,  and 
how  Jitile  they  have  deseived  the  diaigcs  made 
against  them. 

As  I  cannot  doubt  that  you  have  taken  erreae- 
ons  impressions  from  the  misrepreaeniatios  of 
partial  or  misinformed  Individuals,  and  thit  fou 
nave  convmunieated  the  same  to  yoor  Goven* 
meat,  I  rely  on  your  candor  to  adopt  such  met- 
sures  as  may  appear  best  calculated  to  place  ibe 
whole  subject  before  it  in  a  true  light.  It  is  iw* 
portent  that  the  effort  which  the  Prestdest  ii 
now  making  to  adjust  oordifferenees  with  Spsia 
should  have  the  desired  result;  and  it  is  prcsi* 
mable  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  coadsd 
of  the  United  States,  in  these  efreamstaacc^ 
would  promote  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Copy  of  a  letter  frm  Jir.  Diek,  AUatneg  rftk  IW- 
iA  Stateefor  the  dietriet  oflauintma,  te  M".  Jisis* 
roe,  eneloeoiio  Mr  Onie  m  the  Seereten  of  Stote'r 
letter  of  June  10, 1816. 

Nbw  OatBANa,  March  1, 18l6w 

Sib  :  I  have  just  had  an  opnortuuity  of  penstog 
the  letters  of  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  Rnvoy  Bx- 
traordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  addressed  to  you  under  dates 
of  the  30th  of  December  and  the  Sd  of  Jaaeary. 
As  these  letters  dwell  largely  upon  timnsscuoos 
affecting  the  neutrality  of  the  Uaited  Stales. 
which  are  said  to  have  occurred,  and  te  be  ttili 
oecurring  here,  and  as  they  charge  the  pubhc  an* 
thorities  of  this  city  with  giviac,  in  the  fsee  of 
the  President's  proclamation  or  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember last,  protection  and  support  to  the  enemia 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  I  ttunk  it  not  improper 
to  address  you  in  relation  to  these  ehmryes. 

It  is  aflirmed  by  the  Chevalier  de  Ouia,  ''ssd 
it  is,"  says  he,  "^  uaiversally  public  and  aoioriso?, 
that  a  factious  band  of  insurgents  and  iaceadia- 
ries  continue  with  impunity,  in  the  pvoTince  of 
Louisiana,  and  especially  in  New  Orleans  sod 
Natchitoches,  the  uointerrunted  sysleoa  of  raisiog 
and  arming  troops  to  light  the  flameof  revoiotiott 
in  the  kingdom  of  New  Spain.    All  LKHiisiaiia,^ 
he  continues,  *'  has  witnessed  these  annamentty 
the  publtc  enlistments,  the  transportation  of  ansa, 
the  junction  of  the  insurgents,  and  their  hostile 
and  warlike  march  from  the  territory^  ef  this 
Republic  against  the  possessioas  of  a  friendly  and 
neighboring  Powtr.^ 
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I  ahall  temaik  paly  thntxha  fAmaif  pdluf  wliich 
proddeed  it  mt  not  redproeated  by  yoor  Gtor- 
eramcnt ;  it  wwtf  p^haps,  not  ftlt  f  it  waa  etr* 
tttnly  dnresardM.  Ertry  proposttion  of  tha 
AmeviewalfiiiBten,  having  these  ol^eetaia  riew, 
was  rejesied,  and  noaa  asade  id  retarn  by  yoar 
€h>vavnni«Bt. 

Tbiaeondaet  of  your  Goternneat  wovid  have 
jttatiiad,  if  it  did  doc  invite,  ilie  moai  deeiaite 
aaeasorea  on  the  part  of  the  Uaitad  StaMs.    The 
refasal  to  make  reparation  for  preeeding  injariee, 
or  to  saffrender  an^  portion  of  the  territory  in  the 
posMsion  of  SpaiO)  to  which  they  considered 
their  titlo  indispntatile,  or  to  aeeopt  lair  and  hh^ 
emi  peopoaiif  OM  for  the  aeoooiniodatton  of  these 
difiierenota,  or  to  aMke  a  proposition  of  any  kind 
for  the  purpose,  left  thd  United  Staftea  perfeotly 
free   to  pinsse  aueh  coarse  as,  in   their  jndg- 
meo^k  jr«at  legaitf  to  the  honor,  rishts,  aod  in- 
terests of  the  nation  might  dictate.   In  the  condi- 
tioD  of  Spain  there  was  nothing  to  excite  appre- 
hension of  the  eohseqoeaces,  wbateter  rnignt  be 
the  coorse  decided  oD.    Of  this,  the  well-known 
smtetif  the  Fealnwita  at  the  crm«,  and  since,  and 
of  the  Bpaniih  pforinces  in  America,  affords 
aoipU  proof.    Tm  friendly  policy  which  the 
Uatted  9iatea  hare  since  pnrsned  is  the  more 
conapienons  from  the  eoneidoratton  that  yoav 
QoYeraeaeat  has  inflexibly  maintained  the  on- 
jaai  and   hostile  attitade   which  it  then   a»» 
aimied,  and  has  eren  added  new  injuries  and 
ifloniia  to  those  of  which  I  have  already  com- 
plained.    I  refer,  in  this  latter  remark,  to  the 
nre^ches  of  the  neutrality  of  8pain^  which  her 
Government  permitted,  if  it  did  not  authorise,  by 
British  troops  and  British  agents  in  Florida,  and, 
thvoogh  that  i^rovioee,  with  the  Creeks  and  other 
Indian  tribes^  in  the  kte  war  with  Oreat  Britain, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  United  Slates.    It  is 
under  these  circumstances  that  you  have  made 
the  demands  above  recited,  to  which  I  will  now 
proceed  to  ^ve  n  more  particular  reply. 

Tou  aeqatre  that  fl^in  afaall  be  put  into  pos- 
aeasion  of  West  Florida,  as  an  act  of  justice,  be* 
fore  u  disenapion  of  the  right  of  the  parties  to  it 
is  eaierad  ou. 

It  is  known  to  vour  Qovevomeat  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  efaiim  by  cession,  as  a  fair  equivalent, 
the  provinee  of  Louisiana,  aa  it  was  held  by 
Frnuce  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1763,  extending 
fjr<MB  the  rivur  Perdido,  on  the  eaotem  side  of  the 
liiseiasippj,  to  the  Bravo  ot  Grande,  on  the  west- 
era.  To  the  i^db  territory  within  those  limits, 
the  United  States  consider  their  right  established 
by  welJ-known  facts  and  thu  fair  interpretation 
of  treatiesi  in  a  like  spirit  may  the  United  States 
deinuild  the  surrender  of  all  the  territorjr  above 
described,  now  in  the  occupancy  of  Spain,  as  a 
condition  to  the  commencement  of  anynegotia- 
tion  for  the  adjustment  of  differences*  When  we 
conaider  how  long  your  Government  has  main- 
tained what  is  deemed  an  unjust  possession; 
more  copeeially  irhen  we  recollect  that  the  injo- 
tiet  before  received  are  still  unredressed,  and  that 
others  have  bemi  since  rendered,  there  can  be,  it 
in  preaumedf  but  one  opinion  aato  the  great  mod- 


eration of  this  Gbvernment  in  ac^tftescin^  inii» 
But  why  restore  this  provtaee  to  Spain,  if  it  n 
the  intoition  of  your  Government  to  make  the 
title  to  it,  in  connexion  with  other  differences,  a 
subject  of  amicable  negotiation  and  arrangement^ 
May  not  such  a  nenotiation  be  ei^red  into  m 
well  while  it  is  in  tne  occupancy  of  the  United 
States  as  if  it  were  in  that  of  Spain? 

Yon  demand,  next,  that  Mr.  Toledo,  and  others 
whom  you  mention,  charged  with  promoting  ra-> 
volt  in  the  Spanish  provinces,  and  eicitiog  eiti* 
ZBus  of  the  United  States  to  joio  in  it,  shall  ba 
arrested  and  tried,  their  troops  disarmed  and 
dispersed. 

Yon  intintnte  that  troops  are  levying  in  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Georffia,  for 
the  Invasion  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  of  Whom 
one  thonaaad  are  from  Kentucky,  and  three  hun- 
dred from  Tennessee,  to  be  commanded  by  Ame- 
rianu  ditinens;  bat  you  do  not  state  at  what 
points  theae  men  are  collected,  or  by  whom  com- 
manded; and  as  to  the  fbrees  said  to  be  raised  in 
Louisiana  and  Georgia,  your  communication  la 
still  more  indeftnite.  The  infoftnatlon  recently 
obtained  by  this  Department  from  persons  of  high 
consideration  is  of  a  very  different  chhracter.  It 
is  stated  that  no  men  are  colleoted,  nor  is  there 
evidence  of  an  nttempt  or  design  to  collect  any  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  or  Georgia,  for  the  porpoeo 
stated ;  aad  that  the  force  said  to  be  assembred 
under  Mr.  Toledo  is  very  inconsiderable,  and 
composed  principally  of  Spaniards  and  French- 
men. If  noy  portion  of  it  consists  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  their  conduct  is  unauthorized 
and  illegal;  This  force  is  not  within  the  settled 
parts  of  Louisiana,  but  in  the  wilderness,  between 
the  settlements  of  the  United  States  aad  Spain, 
beyond  the  nctual  operation  of  our  laws.  I  have 
to  request  that  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to 
state  at  what  points  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee^ 
Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  any  force  is  collected, 
the  number  in  each  instance,  and  by  whom  com- 
manded. If  such  force  is  collected,  or  collecting, 
within  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  saj^- 
gested,  or  other  ille||il  purpose,  it  will  be  dia* 
persed,  and  the  parties  prosecuted  according  to 

law. 

This  Government  is  under  no  obligation,  nor 
has  it  the  power,  by  aay  law  or  treaty,  to  surren- 
der any  inhabitant  of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces on  the  demand  of  the  Government  of  Spain ; 
nor  is  any  such  inhabitant  punishable  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  acts  committed  be^ 
yond  their  jurisdiction,  the  due  of  pirates  alone 
excepted.  This  is  a  fondamanul  law  of  our  svs- 
tern.  It  is  not,  however,  confined  to  us;  it  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  law  o^  all  civilized  nations,  where 
not  particularly  varied  by  treaties. 

In  reply  to  your  third  demand*«the exclusion  of 
the  flag  of  the  revolting  provinees--I  have  to 
observe  that,  in  consoquenee  of  the  unsettled 
state  of  many  countries,  and  repeated  changes  of 
the  ruling  authority  in  each,'  there  being  at  the 
same  time  several  competitors,  and  each  purty^ 
bearing  its  approi>riate  flag/the  r resident  thought 
it  proper,  some  time  pa^t,  tu  givC  orders:  lo  chd 
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and  weitern  seetioos  of  the  United  States  knovi 
that  had  oar  Gtovernment  but  manifesied  the 
slightest  disposition  to  sanction  enterprises  in  aid 
of  the  reTolutionists  of  New  Spain,  the  the  con- 
dition of  these  provinces  would  not  at  this  day  be 
donbtfal. 

It  is  said  that  troojM  have  been  recently  en* 
listed,  and  that  expeditions  ha?e  been  preparing, 
or  are  prepared,  in  this  city  to  inTade  the  domin- 
ions or  Spain.  The  enlisting  of  men  and  the 
preparing  of  enterprises,  or  the  means  for  enter- 
prises, of  the  kind  spoken  of,  cannot  be  accom* 
plished  without  means,  or  be  carried  on  in  the 
midst  of  a  populous  city  io  solitude  and  siienee. 
Yet  it  is  known,  in  the  first  place,  that  neither 
Mr.  Toledo  nor  Mr.  Herrera  had  or  have  pecu- 
niary means  for  such  purposes ;  and,  in  the  sec- 
ond, so  far  as  negative  proof  can  go,  or  so  far  as 
the  absence  of  one  thing  implies  another,  it  is 
most  certain  that  no  enlistments  have  taken  place, 
and  that  no  expeditions,  or  the  menus  of  expedi- 
tions, have  been  prepared  or  are  preparing  nere. 
A  regard  to  truth  makes  it  necessary  to  say  that 
what  is  alleged  respecting  the  arming  and  fitting 
out  of  vessels  within  the  waters  of  Louisiana,  to 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  revolutionary 
governments  against  the  subjects  or  property  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  is  unfounded.  At  no  period 
since  the  commencement  of  the  struggle  between 
the  Spanish  colonies  and  the  mother  country 
imve  vessels,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
colonies,  been  permitted  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  to 
augment  their  force  at  New  Orleans,  or  elsewheiv 
within  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  notorious  that  to  no  one 
point  of  duty  have  the  civil  and  military  authori* 
ties  of  the  United  States  directed  more  strenu- 
ously, or,  it  is  believed,  more  successfully,  their 
attention,  than  to  the  discovering  and  suppression 
of  all  attempts  to  violate,  the  laws  iu  these  re- 
spects. Attempts  to  violate  tbem  bv  fitting  out 
and  arming,  and  bv  augmenting  the  /orce  oi  ves- 
sels, have  no  doubt  been  frequent,  but  certainly 
in  no  instance  successfal,  except  where  conducted 
under  circumstances  of  concealment  that  eluded 
discovery  and  almost  suspicion,  or  where  carried 
on  at  some  remote  point  of  the  coast  beyond  the 
reach  of  detection  or  discovery.  In  every  instance 
where  it  was  known  that  these  illegal  acu  were 
attemptiog,  or  where  it  was  afterwards  discovered 
that  they  had  been  committed,  the  persons  en- 
gaged, as  far  as  they  were  known,  have  been 
prosecuted,  while  the  vessels  fitted  out,  or  at* 
tempted  to  be  fitted  out,  have  been  seized  and 
libelled,  under  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794; 
and  when  captures  have  been  made  by  vessels 
thus  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  in  which  their  foi«e 
was  augmented  or  increased  within  our  waters, 
where  the  property  taken  was  brought  within  our 
jurisdiction,  or  even  found  upon  the  high  seas  by 
our  cruisers^  and  brought  in,  it  has  been  restored 
to  the  original  Spanish  owners,  and,  in  some 
instances,  damages  awarded  against  the  captors. 
An  enumeration  of  the  cases  in  which  iadi- 
viduals  have  been  prosecuted  for  infringing,  or 
attempting  to  infringe,  our  neutfality,  in  aui  of 


the  govetnmants  of  New  Spain,  and  in  whkk 
vessels  have  been  seized  and  libelled,  imdcr  tbe 
act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  together  with  a  Im 
of  the  vessels  and  property  restored  to  the  origi- 
nal Spanbh  owners,  (connaing  the  whole  to  the 
operations  of  the  year  commenciag  March,  1S15, 
and  ending  February,  1816,)  will  show  moreeoa- 
clnsively,  perhaps,  than  anything  else  can,  hov 
totally  without  foundation  are  the  eomplaintt  of 
Spain  oa  this  head. 

Tke  namu  of  indhiduait  pntttUed  ca  ike  ditirid 
etuH  of  ike  Vmiied  Statee  for  ike  Immrnea  da- 
triei.  Jitrutgike  pear  1816»  for  mkimg,  er  mt^ 
Umpting  U  vMsie^  tke  nmtroMiy  of  tte  Vmiied 
Staiee,  m  aid  of  ike  Goeenumenta  ef  Oe  Wtotf 
Fremmeee  of  New  Granada  and  of  ike  Vmki 


Jofi4  Alvarez  de  Toledo,  Romaia  Yery^ 

Julius  Caesar  Amazoni,  Pierre  Soeoicsoa^ 

Vincent  Gamble,  Beraard  Boordin. 
John  Robinson, 

IM  ofveeeeliUbetiedforiU^oui/Ue,  inaidoftk 
same  Gooemmenie,  during  tke  eameperiod. 

Brig  Flora  Americana,  restored. 
Schooner  Presidente,  condemned. 
Schooner  Petit  Milan,  condemned. 
Schooner  General  Bolivar,  discontinued. 
Schooner  Eugenia,  alias  Indiana,  eondemaed. 
Schooner  Two  Brothers,  restoreo. 

Ennmeraiion  i^vemeU  andfreperip  hromgki 
tU  l4nUMUmadi9triet,et^iuredimderikeM^I9 
ky  ike  autkoriiff  of  tke  Goeenunenie  af  Nem  i 
nada  and  of  Macuo,  Ubeikdon  tke  pari  ^ikt  er^, 
nalSpaniik  ownere  t  and  restored  upon  ike  grmimd 
tkat  tke  amturing  veeeeii  kad  been  JUtei  oai  aid 
armed,  or  kad  tkeir  force  augmanied,  wiUun  ike 
waten  of  tke  United  States, 

1.  Schooner  Cometa,  restored  April,  1815. 

2.  Schooner  Dorada,  proceeds  restored  16th 
May,  1815,  $3,050. 

3.  Schooner  Amiable  Maria,  proceeds  restored 
16th  May,  1815,  »3,850. 

4.  Schooner  Experimento,  restored  3d  Aagust, 

5.  The  polacre  brig  De  Regie  and  cargo,  pro* 
ceeds  restored  18ih  December,  1815.  $19;n9  50. 

Schooner  Alerta  and  cargo,  being  the  praeecds 
of  the  capture  of  about  eighteen  saiall  vesedb. 
restored  18th  December,  1815,  $62^50  05. 

Damages  awarded  to  the  Original  owners  against 

the  captors  la  the  twofaregoing  cases,  ^55,272  97. 

7.  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Petit  Milan,  it- 
stored  February,  1816,  $2,444  3L 

8.  The  cargo  of  the  iSchoooer  Presideate.  F^h 
ruary  1, 1816,  $10,931  15.  ^ 

9.  Schooner  Sankita  and  cargo,  restored  Feb* 
ruary  1, 1810^  $37,962  94. 

The  preceding  account  of  Spanish  iwopertr 
restored  to  the  original  proprietors,  after  beiar  ia 
possession  of  the  enemies  of  Spain,  is  defccUTe, 
inasmuch  as  it  does  not  comprehead  the  whole 
of  the  cases  of  restoration  that  have  taken  pJaee 
within  the  period  to  which  the  detail  is  coafiied  i 
the  very  hasty  manner  in  which  I  hare  made 
this  enumeration  did  not  admit  oFa  more  meci 
sutement.    The  principal  eases,  howerer, 
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RdaHofu  with  Spain. 


•poDdenc^e  between  the  two  Goternnients,  oor 
bare  the  UDited  States  received  the  least  injarj 
from  Spain ;  aad  if  they  hare  received  any,  it 
has  been  contrary  to  the  will  of  His  Majesty,  and 
without  his  knowledge.  Of  this  class,  without 
doubt,  is  that  which  yon  mention  ia  yoor  note 
above  cited;  that  is,  that  British  troops  and  agents 
had  beea  introduced  into  Florida,  and  had  com« 
maoication  with  the  Indian  enemies  of  this  Re-^ 
public  in  its  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  The 
rigoroos  neutrality  which  His  Majesty  has  ob- 
served in  the  island  of  Cuba,  Bast  Florida,  and 
his  other  possessions,  ought  to  convince  the  Pres* 
ident  that  the  Governor  of  West  Florida  f  who 
is.  I  supposei  the  person  to  whom  you  allude)  had 
liae  orders  with  the  other  chiefs  to  observe  the 
most  strict  neotiality ;  and  if  he  has  failed  in 
obeying  them,  he  would  have  been  severely  chas- 
tised, had  von  have  given  to  me  the  least  intima- 
tion as  to  his  conduct. 

I  will  now  pass  to  the  second  object  of  which 
yoar  letter  treats;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  this  Government  has  taken  on  the 
three  points  stated  in  my  letters  of  the  30th  De- 
cember and  2d  January. 

The  first  was  confined  to  a  request  that,  in  con-i 
fornaliy  to  the  principles  I  have  stated,  that  is, 
that  the  a£birs  between  the  two  nations  should 
be  plaeed  on  the  same  footing  they  were  before 
the  interruption  of  the  diplomatic  relations  be- 
tween them,  His  Majestv  shotild  be  put  in  pos- 
session of  that  part  of  Florida  which  the  troops 
of  this  Union  had  occupied*  Yon  were  pleased 
to  state,  in  reply,  that  this  Government,  believing 
that  it  had  a  well  founded  riffht  not  only  to  the 
part  of  West  Florida  which  tneir  troops  had  oc- 
cupied, bat  to  a  greater  extent  of  territory,  com- 
prehended In  the  limits  of  the  vieeroyalty  of 
lAeztco,  had  judged  that,  with  the  same  propri- 
ety that  the  Kin^,  my  master,  occupied  those  pos- 
sessions, the  United  States  might  retain  that  part 
of  West  Florida  the^r  held,  nntil  it  was  decided 
by  a  friendly  convention  to  whom  it  belonged. 

Permit  me  to  observe  that  there  is  no  parity 
in  the  eases.  The  country  to  which  you  allude, 
extending  to  the  RioBravO|  or  del  Norte,  has  been 
ondev  the  dominion  nf  Spam,  not  only  before  and 
since  Fraiee  ceded  Louisiana  to  His  Majesty  by 
the  treaty  of  1764,  but  from  the  time  of  the  dis- 
coreiy  and  conquest  of  Mexico,  without  ever 
hmriog  passed  by  treaty  to  any  other  nation; 
iriiereaa  the  Floridas  ceased  to  be  a  French  or 
Spanish  possession,  and  passed  Into  the  hands  of 
Sneiaod,  nnder  the  name  of  East  and  West  Flor- 
in toe  year  1763.  They  remained  under  the  power 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  such,  until  the  year 
1783,  wrheo,  by  conquest,  the  Spanish  armsj  and 
by  solemn  treaty,  they  passed  under  the  dominion 
of  His  Catholic  hSajesty.  From  this  you  will 
infer  that,  be  the  interpretation  which  may  be 
wished  to  be  given  to  the  treaty  of  retroee89ion 
of  Liooisiana,  made  between  France  and  Spain 
in  1800,  what  it  mayj  the  two  Floridas  can  never 
he  directly  or  indirectly  included  in  it;  first,  be- 
canse  these  provinces  being  in  the  legitimate  pos- 
session of  England  from  the  year  1763  to  the 


?ear  1783,  France  could  not  cede  them  to  Spain 
y  the  treaty  of  1764 — nor  Spain  retrocede  tnem 
to  France,  not  having  received  them  from  her, 
unless  there  should  have  been  an  article  on  this 
point,  in  which  express  and  direct  mention  was 
made  of  the  cession ;  and,  secondly,  because  the 
two  contracting  parties  (Spain  and  France)  have 
declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  first, 
that  she  did  not  cede  to  France  any  part  of  the 
Floridas— the  second,  that  she  had  not  acquired 
them  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  or  of  rOnh 
ceuion  of  1800^  nor  had  had  the  least  intention  to 
set  up  a  claim  to  them.  You  know  very  well 
that,  according  to  all  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  justice,  no  one  can  be  put  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  what  he  holds  until  the  right  of  the  per- 
son who  claims  it  shall  be  proved  and  recognised ; 
and  that,  by  a  natural  consequence  of  this  prin- 
ciple^  Spain  havinj;  been  in  possession  of  West 
Florida  when  the  United  States|laid  claim  to  it, 
it  is  proper  she  should  keep  it  until  this  Republic 
shows  a  better  right,  which  ought  to  be  done  in 
a  friendly  negotiation  between  the  two  Powers ; 
and  that  it  would  be  anticipating  the  nej;otiating 
to  begin  by  taking  possession  of  the  territory,  the 
right  to  which,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  the  object  of  the  negotiation 
itself.  These  are  the  grounds  which  support  the 
first  demand  1  made  on  you,  in  the  name  of  His 
Majesty,  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  December ;  and 
I  natter  myself  that,  reflecting  on  facts  so  well 
known,  you  cannot  do  less  than  consider  them 
just. 

I  pass  now  to  the  second  point.  This  is  con- 
fined to  asking  the  punishment,  according  to  law, 
of  those  turbulent  and  seditious  individuals  who 
have  taken  op  arms  within  the  territory  of  this 
confederation,  and  from  thence  carrying  desola- 
tion, destruction,  and  horror  into  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces of  the  Crown  of  Spain ;  and  not  content 
with  the  atrocities  they  nave  heretofore  com- 
mitted, they  are  now  actually  engaged  in  re- 
cruiting troops,  and  preparing  armaments  in  the 
bosom  of  this  country,  again  to  invade  these  pro- 
vinces. I  have  named  the  ringleaders  of  these 
rebels,  who  have  violated  the  neutrality  and  the 
meet  sacred  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
well-known  fact  of  their  having  armed  in  their 
territory,  and  marched  from  thence,  in  military 
and  hostile  array,  to  subvert  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  dominions  of  the  King,  my  master. 
I  have  named  Toledo.  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  Doc- 
tor Robinson,  and  otners,  who  perpetrated  the 
horrible  deeds  at  St.  Antonio  de  Bexar;  who 
recruited  their  troops  in  Louisiana,  and  even  in 
the  limits  of  New  Orleans,  and  proceeded  from 
thence,  as  an  army,  to  assault  the  province  of 
New  Mexico;  who  committed  there  outrages 
never  heard  of  even  among  savaae  tribes ;  and 
who,  after  being  defeated,  again  took  refuge  in  the 
territory  of  this  Union,  where  they  are  now  en- 
deavoring to  raise  new  forces  to  repeat  the  same 
excesses.  Toledo.  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  Dr.  Rob- 
insouj  and  their  foliowefs,  to  this  time,  move  about 
with  impunity  in  Louisiana,  and  even  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  itself.    The  infraction  of  the 
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the  liunaiippif  to  the  Rio  Beftve,  om  the  weiteni. 
Th€f  well  koow  tbet  Franee  woaid  here  ekitaed 
to  the  stBie  extent  had  she  not  made  the  ceBsioii; 
though,  ae  the  French  OoTerament  deelhied  de* 
ftttisf  the  hovndatiee  hf  the  trcatf,  as  was  de- 
tiled,  BO  appeal  was  made  to  it  by  this  GoTern- 
ncat|  or  thought  proper  afterwards  respeetiog 
them. 


Bxtntdffa  ieUerJrom  B6r.  Erting  to  the  SeerOary 

Madbid,  AuguMt  29, 1816. 
Mr.  Henry  B.  Smith  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the 
26(b  of  July,  and  at  Madrid  on  the  lOih  instant; 
by  him  I  received  yoitr  letters  of  May  30  and  31, 
the  new  cipher,  ibe  special  power  to  negotiate, 
and  the  otber  papers  toerein  referred  to.  It  was 
after  daly  deliberating  on  those  and  the  several 
ihsmetioBs  whieh  hwd  piecedid  die^i,  thai  I 
formed  my  first  note  %o-  Mr.  Cevallos;  this  was 
sent  to  bim  on  the  26th  iastaaiy  a  copy  of  it  (No. 
0}  is  herewith  submitted. 

No.  6. 
JA*.  Erring  to  Mr.  CemiBoi. 

Maobio,  Awg^0l  26»  1816* 

Sib:  Tbe  President  is  sincerely  desirous  of 
establishiog  the  rdations  of  amity  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Spain  ou  a  solid  basis,  and 
thtU  every  obstacle  to  a  pernMneat  good  owder- 
siaoding  between  tbe  two  countries  should  be 
teokoved  by  arrangemenls  houotable  and  advaa* 
tageous  to  both ;  he  does  not  doubt  of  finding 
eorrespondinj^  difpositioas  oa  the  part  of  iiis 
Catholic  Majesty,  therefore  has  readily  acceded 
to  tbe  particuUr  wishes  of  His  Majesty  by  ve- 
eeiving  Mr.  Onis,  and,  in  the  same  friendly  coo- 
fldence,  bas  ordered  me  to  repsir  to  this  Conn. 

I  am  specially  instructed  to  discum  and  to  set- 
tle with  ycmr  exceUeuey  all  the  ancient  causes 
of  misunderstanding,  as  well  as  the  questions 
growing  out  of  recent  occurrences,  which  are  of 
a  character  unfavonble  to  the  object  in  view.  It 
is  dcfeirable  that  no  matter  of  future  contention 
or  jealousy  should  remain  to  put  at  haxafd  or  to 
interrupt  the  good  intelligence  which  the  Unhed 
States  are  always  disposed  to  maintain  with 
Spain,  aad  to  all  the  advantagee  of  which  His 
M^iesly^  Qevetnment  cannot  but  be  wholly 
lonsible. 

lu  tmnsaciiont  where  the  parties  enter  with 
Mcb  dispositions  and  such  motives  lo  accord,  a 
fraok  exposition  of  all  the  srounds  of  complalBt 
is  at  once  the  most  just  and  the  meet  judicious 
course ;  for  to  suppress  or  to  smother  any  of  them 
in  condesoension  to  temporary  considerations,  is 
but  to  leave  the  seeds  or  future  discord,  and  to 
substitute  palliatives  and  expedients  for  satisfac- 
tory and  solid  arrao£ements. 

It  is  proper,  theraore,  that  I  should  state  dis- 
tinctly all  the  points  on  which  the  United  States 
seek  for  redress  and  indemnity,  commencing  with 
those  claims  which  have  heretofore  been  the  sub- 
ject of  unsuccessful  negotiation.  I  am  weU  per- 
suaded that  the  whole  can  now  be  settled  la  a 


manaer  satisfactory  to  both  uaitiea,  aad  wiihM 
revtviug  whatever  aaimoeitsM  they  may  hm 
Of iginally  given  rise  to. 

In  the  psssent  expesitioo  I  oMy  «lao  ferbsar 
to  enter  into  the  detaib  of  the  priocipai  sihieots 
to  which  it  refers ;  becauee  these  ImTe,  for  the 
most  part,  iu  some  form  or  other,  been  akitaiy 
broof  ht  to  the  view  of  the  Spanisk  Ckrrenmeit; 
aod  becaoee  vour  ezeellency,  in  pavticalai^  hv 
the  most  perfect  knowledge  of  them* 

The  first  point  to  whieh  I  must  cull  roar  a^ 
tention  is,  the  claim  of  my  OovcraaeBt  for  com* 
pansation  to  its  citixeaa  ou  aeeotitofthe  iwra^ 
cooMuitted  on  their  eommene  pitttnns  to  che 
year  1802 ;  this  is  an  objeet  which  the  Umted 
States  never  baTo,  and  nevet  ean,  iaae  sight  of; 
indeed,  tbe  justice  of  the  claim  has  already  been 
admitted  by  the  Spanish  Goverament  in  a  coa- 
ventioa  ncfotiated  and  signed  by  yoor  eieelleaey 
on  the  11th  August,  1962.  The  United  States 
still  expect  that  this  claim  shaft  be  adjusted  upsa 
priuctplce  of  law  and  equity,  which  cannot  be 
caUed  into  ^estiow  by  Hai  Majeacy >a  Geraa- 
ment. 

la  the  same  manner,  the  Uiiited  Staeco  c^aet 
that  compensation  will  be  made  for  ait  the  iaip 
ries  done  to  their  commerce,  under  tbe  uwthoriir 
of  the  Spanish  Qovemmeot,  or  withio  its  jeris- 
diction,  previous  to  the  date  of  said  coaventisa, 
not  embraced  by  it,  and  che  claim  for  whieh  was 
specially  reserved  by  that  conveiMieii,  as  well  as 
for  all  similar  injuries  subeequeac  to  its  dace. 

The  suppression  of  the  depeeiu  at  Wew  Or- 
leans in  the  year  1802,  violatiag  the  neaty  of 
1706^  forms  another  claim  of  greet  iapstianee. 

Ceuses  of  misunderstanding,  of  a  later  date, 
and  of  another  character,  accumulated  ptinci- 
pally  during  the  war  between  the  United  Siaiev 
and  Great  Briuln.  These  were  of  so  unfriendly, 
and,  in  many  cases^  of  so  violent  a  Mituie,  es  to 
threaten  an  immediate  aad  serious  rupcnie  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain ;  out,  hap- 
pily, tbe  pacific  policy  which  has  uniibrmlf 
charaeterhted  the  conduct  of  the  Uaisid  Scaaee 
towards  Spain  was  still  upheld  bv  cnuiliMationa 
highly  honorable  to  the  moeal  eharttomr  ef  the 


Ameriean  Govemment-^coneideratioBe  gtewuig 
out  of  the  then  unhappy  domestic  etate  of  tht 
Peninsula,  aad  the  mtserics  aad  4ieofders  ts 
which  a  most  unjust  foraign  invuaioii  bnd 


It  a  prey;  the  Aaseriean  Qoverament  always 
iTCMting  that  Spain,  on  the  re*establiabaeat  ef  iiB 
national  independence,  and  the  leaioNMiae  eC 
regular  gavemmeat  and  tranquillity,  wusid  read- 
ily attend  to  the  just  demands  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  cheerfully  eoabrace  their  coaelliaiefy 
proposals. 

It  will  snffiee  for  the  present  tbaa  I  nwuciMi 
but  succinctly  the  principul  matters  above  ad- 
verted to.    These  are— 

1st.  The  encouragement  which  wns  riven  by 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  Bast  Florida  te  the 
Indian  tribes  in  Georgie.  and  genemllyen  the 
southern  frontier,  m  mace  war  on  the 
States. 

8d*  The  aid  gifcn  to  them  in  that 
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3d.  Th«  fli4 1 Ard«4  to  Oreat  B«it«io,  lyr  per- 
mittiiiff  tnpplMB  to  bo  toot  ^broogb  East  FlorMt 
to  the  IndiAii  tribes  ;  and  alto  wards  bf  allowiog 
ker  to  establish  a  plaoo  of  arms  in  that  fNTOTiaes, 
for  the  purpose  or  enooaragiog  and  sapporting 
the  ladiaas  ia  their  savago  war. 

These  ads  ware  erideat  and  rery  importaat 
▼iolatioas  of  the  neutraliij  whieh  Spain  was** 
boood  to  olMerre  between  the  beltigerents. 

Her  defies  aa  a  nantral  Power  wore  altocather 
lost  f^ht  of  wlion  4he  tJnited  States  trigata 
<*  Enex'*  was  attacked  in  the  bay  of  Valparaiso. 

The  leiaare  of  AoMrican  proportf  aad  the  im- 
pnsooiaent  of  Anerieaa  citisens,  in  various 
Biodesaad  andar  varioas  pretexts,  both  in  the 
Pcninsaia  aad  iis  the  oolonies,  afforded  vncqair* 
oest  iodieatioDs  of  an  ttnfriendlf  teoaper.  fltere* 
ral  of  these  aeta  asajr  iMreaAer  reqoire  speeial 
reprcseotaiieas  o«  mf  part  f  my  present  objeet  is 
tobriagtbemgeDerailf  to  yoorview.  ThePres- 
ideat  relies  opou  the  tost  sense  whieh  His  Bia- 
jcstjr  most  entertain  of  the  important  ertsis  ia 
oar  alatia  whieli  such  eveou  are  of  a  aaiare  to 
prodaee  for  the  adoption  of  a  polior  coogenial  to 
the  iaterests  of  bech  eonatries ;  and  the  President 
persuades  himself  that  the  same  jast  aad  amiea* 
He  disposilioa  will  be  ^oropt  in  afibrding  the 
satisfaction  required  lor  the  injaries  eomplained 
of^  and  that  thus  a  state  ef  lastina  peace  and 
friendly  intereovrse  maybe  seeared  between  two 
conotnes  whose  refatire  sitoadoas  and  interesu 
reader  that  state  so  |>ecoliariy  desirable. 

Fioaily,  the  qaestions  respectiog  boundaries, 
whieh  have  heretofore  been  supposed  to  offer 
some  obstacles  to  a  settlement  of  other  differ* 
eaces,  the  American  Otovernment  considers  as 
sttseepiible  of  amicable  adjastment;  and  I  am 
iDstrneted  to  treat  with  your  excellency  on  thai 
subject.    I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

O.  W.  BRVING. 


BsOma  of  a  leUerfiom  i6>.  Ervif^  to  the  SeareUay 

qfStaU,  daitd 

SirrBMnaa  23,  2B16. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  CeraUos,  oa  the  13ih  inaunt,  a 
note  (of  whieb  the  eacWsed  paper  No.  2  is  a 
copy)  inritiag.  hia  attention  to  my  note  of  Au- 
gust 26ih;  and,  on  the  14th  instant,  1  again 
waited  oa  that  Mioiater,  for  the  purpose  of  again 
wyiag  him  to  aapljr  to  my  said  note.  He  made 
the  same  excuses  for  his  delay  as  ha  had  before 
nukie. 

On  the  15tk  Matani  I  reeeired  from  Mr.  Ce* 
nllos  a  aote  of  the  same  date ;.  a  copy  of  ic  (No. 
3)  \m  herewith  enalosed ;  I  also  submit  to  you 
(No.  4)  a  copy  of  my  reply,  of  the  12th  iastant, 
to  thai  note. 

Yon  will  obserre,  sic,  that,  nader  the  circum- 
sfsnees  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  determina* 
tioD  of  the  King,  as  commnnieated  by  Mr.  Ce* 
^osy  I  tbooghi  it  indispensably  necessary  (and 
a^T  reasona  will,  I  presume,  be  obrious  to  you) 
^t  my  answer  should  include  all  that  passed  of 
^portance  in  my  intermediate  conference  with 
that  Miniacar.    1  sought  tbe  inlarriew  for  the 


pntaoseof  obtaining  prom^H  y  explaoaiioas  whieb, 
m  the  ordinary  conrso  of  oorrespondenoe,  migbi 
not  hare  been  ||iTea  for  months ;  of  aseertainiog, 
as  nearly  as  mt^  be,  the  real  Tiews  of  thisQov- 
emment  in  the  measure  adopted,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  fixing  Mr.  Ceralloa  in  a  direct  aad 
loyal  eoitraa ;  in  fine,  of  foroiag  oar  business  on, 
by  one  mode  or  another,  to  a  conclusion  of  some 
sort.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  do 
anything  more  thaa  merely  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note,  aad  to  transmit  it  in  coarse 
to  my  GoTornment,  tmless  I  eould  learn  whether 
the  nseasare  which  it  proposed  was  or  was  not 
likely  to  be  aeeeptable  to  yoo;  tor  I  haTC  aot 
seen  yonr  note  of  June  10th,  to  which  Mr.  Co* 
ralias  refers ;  and  as  the  words  of  hia  note,  "  que 
el  citado  Don  Luis  ssliiaMas  antorioado  para  ne* 
goeiar,"  are  altogetlier  equirocal,  aad  may  r»> 
ceire  either  a  past  or  foltire  constrnotlon,  I  did 
not  fed  confident  that  yon  had  really  InTited  Wt. 
Oais  to  send  for  powers.  Thos,  I  eoald  aei  bm 
be  apprehensire  that  the  object  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  measure  proposed  awi  merely  to  re- 
liere  itself  from  pressnre  here  to  gain  time,  and 
indefinitely  to  procrastinate  the  settlement  of  our 
di  Arenees ;  and  this  suspicion  was  strengthened 
by  many  collateral  considerations. 

Yon  will  perceiTc,  sir,  that  Mr.  OcTaiios  says^ 
in  his  note,  toat  ^'correspondent  orders"  hare  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Onis ;  by  whieh  I  must  understand 
orders  corresponding  to  the  intention  of  the  King 
to  satisfy  the  President,  by  conformitig  to  the  de- 
sire expressed  in  your  note  to  Mr.  Onis,  iiiiieli 
must  be  nnderstood  to  mean  full  powen ;  and 
vet,  in  conrersation,  he  allowed  that  such  powers 
bad  not  been  sent,  and  accepted  of  my  proposal 
to  transmit  them.  HowcTer,  this  apparent  dis- 
crepance may  hare  been  mere  inadrertency )  he 
may  faaTc  intended  duplicates  of  his  powers.  I 
resort  to  this  supposition,  becanse  I  have  just 
no^w  been  informed,  through  another  channel, 
that  "fall powers"  have  been  sent  to  Mr. Onis. 
How  the  tact  may  be,  yon  will  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain by  the  date  of  the  powers.  If  the  powers 
hare  been  sent,  (unless^  indeed,  very  lately,)  it  is 
surprising  that  Mr.  Cerallos  did  not  earlier  com- 
municaie  the  measnre  to  me. 

The  obserratioas  which  I  made  to  Mr.  Ceral- 
fa)s  as  to  my  own  powers  to  m^iate,  and  my 
proposal  of  a  speeial  oomitiission-— these  were 
mtended  mtber  to  test  his  sincerity  than  to  alter 
bis  profemed  pfam.  I  said  only  what,  under  cir- 
coDstaaoas,  it  had  been  extraordinary  to  hate 
omitted.  M]r  earnestness  naturally  resulted  from 
the  position  in  which  I  was  placed  by  the  pro- 
posed measure ;  but  I  refVained  from  poshing  to 
the  extent  of  which  chey  were  susceptible  what 
might  be  considered  as  my  own  pretensions ;  for, 
independent  of  the  doubt  in  which  I  was  as  to 
the  real  intention  of  your  note  to  Mr.  Onis,  or, 
that  out  of  question,  of  what  might  best  suit  the 
TieWs  of  Government,  my  own  decided  opinion 
was  thiu  the  negotiation  mirht  be  carried  on  to 
much,  greater  anrantage,  and  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion much  more  expeditiously  at  Washington 
than  haiw;  not  only  because  it  would  be  ia  much 
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Mtt  htDds  Chan  my  owd,  bat  beeasM  Mr.  Oais 
ii  there  io  a  eiioation  to  see  and  to  feel,  with  in* 
finitely  more  force  than  Mr.  Get alhM  can  in  tbe 
midet  of  all  his  distractions  here^  the  real  impor- 
tance,  nay,  ahsolote  necessityi  or  a  speedy  adjust- 
meot  of  onr  differences.  Certainly  what  fell  fron 
the  Minister  tended  to  strengthen  that  opinion ; 
and  it  has  been  still  further  confirmed  in  a  sabse* 
qaent  conrersation.  On  the  Slst  instant,  hanng 
reason  to  belie?e  that  be  did  not  intend  to  reply 
to  any  part  of  my  note  of  the  19th,  I  immedi* 
ately  called  on  him.  I  found,  in  fact,  that  the 
measure  which  be  had  aanoanced  to  me  having 
been  definitively  determined  on  by  the  King,  he 
considered  any  farther  correspondence  on  the 
matter  as  altogether  superfinons ;  indeed,  that  he 
had  but  tbe  most  superncial,  if  any,  acquaintance 
with  the  contents  or  that  note.  I  then  read  to 
him. a  copr  of  it;  and,  having  urged  all  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  me  to  wish  for  his  answer, 
he  finally  consented  to  give  it.  I  now  wait  for 
that  aocwer. 

[Relened  to  in  the  preceding.] 

No.  2. 

Madbio,  Sqptember^  13, 1816. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  indispensable  duty  again  to  iavite 
your  excellency's  alien tioD  to  my  note  of  August 
26th.  The  importance  and  tbe  urgency  of  the 
matters  of  which  it  treats  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
sufficiently  explain  my  earnestness  on  this  occa- 
sion i  and  I  most  ardently  desire  that  tbe  deter- 
minations of  His  Majesty  upon  it  may  correspond 
to  tbe  just  expectations  of  toe  American  Govern- 
ment, and  lead  to  the  establishment  of  lasting 
peace  and  harmony  between  the  two  countries. 

I  renew  to  your  excellencv  the  assurances  of 
my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

His  Exc'i  Don  Pboro  Cevallob, 
FHnt  Minister  of  State. 

[Reftned  to  in  Mr.  Erving't  letter  of  September  n.] 

No.  3. 

C^py  qfa  ktUrfiom  Mr.  CevaUoi  to  Mr.  Erving. 

Sbftbhbbr  15, 1816. 
Sir  :  Having  laid  before  the  King  a  note  under 
date  of  the  10th  June  last,  addressed  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  in  which  he  manifesu 
the  desire  of  bis  Government  that  Mr.  Onis 
abould  be  authorized  to  negotiate  with  him,  His 
Majesty  has  acceded  to  it  to  gratify  the  President, 
and  I  have  given  the  correspondent  orders  to  tbe 
said  Onis,  to  the  end  that  be  may  immediately 
enter  into  negotiation  with  Mr.  Monroe,  and  em- 
ploy all  the  means  which  are  within  his  reach  to 
secure  a  solid  and  durable  peace,  and  good  intel- 
ligence between  the  two  nations.    1  renew,  dbc 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Erring's  letter  of  September  22.] 

No.  4. 

Cepy  of  a  kttet  from  Mr.  Srving  to  Mr.  CevaUoo. 

Madrid,  Sept.  19,  1816. 
Sir:  By  your  Excellency*^  communication  of 
the  16th  instant,  I  learn  that  a  note  (^  Mr.  Men- 


roe.  Secretary  of  Bflate  of  the  United  Bcntes,  un- 
der date  of  June  10,  addressed  to  Don  Luis  de 
Onis,  in  which  note  the  desire  of  th€  Amencaa 
Gkyvernment  is  expressed  that  tbe  said  Doa  Luis 
should  be  authorixed  lo  negotiate  with  it,  having 
been  taken  into  consideration  bj  the  Kiaf.  His 
Majesty,  with  a  view  of  conformung  to  tbe 
"wishes  of  the  President,  has  acceded  te  the  desire 
expressed  in  said  note,'aiid  that  yoa  have  seit 
the  correspondent  orders  to  Don  uuiOf  te  the  end 
that  be  may  immediately  enter  into  a  negotio- 
tion  With  Mr.  Monroe. 

1  received  this,  your  Sxeellettcf's  imperrant 
communication  on  the  day  of  iu  date,  bat,  before 
finally  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  il,  thongbt 
proper  to  seek,  in  an  interview  with  yea,  such 
explanations  as  it  seemed  to  require;  for  that  per- 
pose  I  waited  on  you  on  Tuesday,  the  17th  in- 
stant. 1  predicated  what  I  thea  said  to  yea  oa 
the  supposition  that  the  American  GoTeramcat 
might  not  have  expressed  a  partiealar  desire  lo 
change  the  seat  of  the  negotiation,  bat  that  the 
Secretary  of  Sute,  in  the  note  of  Jaae  10,  re- 
ferred to  by  your  Excellency,  bad  btit  reaeved 
the  expression  of  bis  regret  that  Mr.  Oats  shoo&d 
contiaue  to  urge  matters  of  complaint  oa  which 
he  bad  not  such  full  powers  to  negotiaie  as  he 
was  understood  to  be  in  possession  of  pfevieas  to 
his  reception  by  tbe  President. 

As  I  have  the  competent  authority  of  my  Gof- 
ernment  to  treat ;  am  in  posse ssioa  of  ail  the 
documents  necessary  to  be  referred  to  in  what- 
ever discussions  may  arise ;  as  yoor  excellency 
is  perfectlv  versed  in  all  tbe  questions  which  exist 
between  the  two  Governments :  for  these  reasons, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  an  arrangeaaeat  might  be 
maoe  here,  at  Madrid,  more  expeditiously  than  at 
Washington.  I  stated  expressly  to  you  that  I 
could,  in  no  case,  be  under  a  necessity  of  referring 
to  mj  Government  for  further  instructions,  re- 
questing, at  the  same  time,  to  know  whether  it 
was  his  His  Majesty's  intention  to  place  Mr.  Onis 
in  a  position  <|QtitUy  favorable  to  a  soeedy  adjoit- 
ment  of  our  differences.  I  concludea  by  exeosiog 
the  warmth  with  which  I  pressed  the  sa^ecr, 
assuring  you  that  I  was  very  far  from  seeking  any 
personal  gratification  ia  this  matter  of  high  pub- 
lic interest,  but  that  I  looked  only  to  the  desired 
result;  and  that  if  this  could  be  obtaiaed  more 
promptlv  bytranslerring  the  negotiation  to  Wash- 
in|fton  tnan  by  pursuing  it  bere^  I  should  siaeerefy 
rejoice  at  the  transfer* 

In  reply  to  these   observations,  I  nndentoed 
your  excellency  to  smte  that,  owing  to  your  being 
actually  charged  ?ntb  tbe  business  of  three  min- 
istries, besides  the  direction  of  the  poets,  and  to 
the  variety  of  other  occu]iattoos  laeidentai  to 
your  high  emplov,  it  was  impossible  for  yon  ro 
give  the  time  to  the  affairs  to  be  discussed  which 
would  be  necessarv  to  a  satislactory  and  speedy 
arrangement  of  them ;  that  Mr.  (Miia  was  also 
fully  acquainted  with  those  affairs,  and  was  in 
possession  of  all  the  documents  relating  to  them  ; 
and  though  you  could  not  say  but  that  it  migbtbe 
necessary  for  that  Minister  to  consult  with  his 
Government,  f  et  even  the  lorn  of  three  months' 
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time  OB  ftaeli  mn  oeeaiioD  voald  not  prdine  tke 
oeigeuaUoaft  to  the  exteat  wkkh  the  onaveidabie 
d^Utru  bere  would  carry  them  to. 

These  reaeoas,  urged  by  your  exeelleaey  for 
uanaDmiog  the  seat  of  Bflg^i^l><^o  Co  Wasbiog* 
ton,  induced  me  te  propoae  tfaat  His  Majesty 
would  apimiat  a  special  minister  or  a  commission 
to  treai  with  me.  I  understood  your  ezeellency 
to  reply  ihait  as  such  minister  or  commission 
would  be  entirely  uninformed,  and  would  have 
CYeryihinf  to  leura  on  the  matien  to  be  discuss- 
ed, and  hence  the  continual  necessity  of  referring 
toye«,  this  mode  could  in  noviae  expedite  the 
lesult. 

On  my  aaking  V4>ur  excelleocy  if  full  powers 
and  imnniocione  had  been  already  vent  to  Mr. 
Onis,  I  understood  you  to  say  tbat  they  bad  not. 
I  then  informed  you  thaLAiter  replying  to  your 
communication  of  the  15th  instant,  I  should  pre- 
pare to  send  a  gentleman  of  my  legation  to  the 
United  Slates  with  my  deepfttehes;  and  I  offered 
his  sereicas  to  be  at  tbe  same  time  bearer  of  your 
despaiehes  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis  $  which  offor  you 
were  pieaaed  to  «ecept. 

If  1  fliay  ha^e  muae  any  mistake  in  tbis  stale* 
■lent  of  the  sitetance  of  what  passed  in  the  in* 
terview  which  I  had  tbe  honor  of  having  with 
vour  excellency  on  ToesdaVi  tbe  17ih  instant,  I 
oeg  that  your  excellency  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
eorieet  ik 

I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  iAform  me  whether  it  is  your  intention  to 
re>p/y  to  my  notes  of  the  26th  August  aad  13tb 
Sepcemhcr,  or  whether  1  am  to  consider  your 
commanicatioB  of  the  15th  instant  as  superseding 
tbe  necesaity  of  any  spedal  reply  to  those  notes. 
I  have  to  request  also  tbat  youi  excellency 
would  enable  me  to  inform  my  Government  whe- 
ther  it  in  His  Majesty's  inteation  to  send  "./iiU 
powe/v"  to  Don  Ijuis  de  Onis  to  treat  upon  €Ul 
tbe  mattecs  in  question  between  tbe  two  coun- 
tries, and  whether  the  instructions  to  be  sent  to 
him  will  emhimoe  ott  the  points  adverted  to  in 
my  above-mentioned  note  of  August  26. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  I  shall  be  honored  with 
your  reply  to  this  note,  I  shall  send  a  messenger 
to  my  Ckivemment;  he  sball  wait,  however,  to 
be  at  the  name  lime  the  bearer  of  your  despatches 
to  Mr.  Onis, 

1  renew  to  yeur  excelleacy  assurances  of  my 
wety  4i»itngaiBbede)enaideration. 

GEO.  W.  BRVINO. 
Hie  £xeeii6ocy  Don  Fbdbo  Cbvaulob, 
Jlntf  Mmster  of  State,  ^« 


inno  his  negoliatioBfl.  It  is  equally  probable  thai 
he  aaay  beinetrucied  to  answer  at  Washington  lie 
whaiever  representaitoiks  I  may  find  it  my  duty! 
to  make  here  j  for  it  isno^w  perfectly  evident  thei 
a  principal  motive  with  Mr.  Cevallos  in  remove 
ing  the  negotiation  to  WasbiagUm  has  bean  to 
eet  fid  altogether  of  the  weight  and  trouble  of  H 
here,  and  of  whatever  belongs  to,  or  may  any 
bow  be  comprised  in  iu  I  hope  tbat  this  was  his 
only  motive. 

I  see  with  satisfaction  that  vour  note  of  June  l4 
to  Mr.  Onis  does  not  admit  or  iu»y  other  coosiruo 
tioB  tban  that  which  I  conjeciuraliy  gave  to  it  in 
my  conversation  with  Mr.  Oevalloa.  It  is  very 
evident,  too,  by  Mr.  Oois's  reply  of  July  3d,  that 
he  has  not  misunderstood  yon.^  After  this,  is  it  ^ 
be  imagined  that  Mr.  Cevallos  has  fallen  into  a 
misconception  7  Certainly  not.  I  presume,  then, 
air,  that  you  will  approve  of  my  determination 
ootto  make  any  attempt  to  alter  his  plan,  and 
that  you  will  agree  wkh  me  in  opinion  thai  the 
onlyohao^e  of  accommodation  with  this  Oor^ 
emment  is  by  negotiation  at  Washington. 


iag^raet  ef  a  kttet  flwn  B6r,  Brting  to  the  Sutetaty 

tf  State,  dated 

Madbid,  Sq)temher  37, 1816. 

You  will  perceiveisir,  by  my  last  communica- 
tioo&  that  there  is  now  very  little  probability 
that  I  shall  have  occasion  to  use  the  ample  docu- 
menu  with  which  I  have  been  furnished.  What^ 
evet  GODoplaints  this  Government  may  have  to 
nnkc,  thoee  originating  in  Mr.  Onie's  reports  wiU 
of  coarse  be  sent  hack  to  him,  to  bring  weight  I 
15tli  CoH.  dd  Sss8.— 53 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erwng  to  the  Seeretara 

of  State,  dated 

OCTOBSB  8, 1816. 

In  my  despatob  No.  IS  I  mentioned  that  Mf. 
Cevallos,  in  conversation  en  the  21st  of  Septem; 
ber,  had  promised  to  answer  my  note  to  hiui 
i^  September  19th.  He  was  afterwards  for  scfr- 
eral  days  so  wholly  occupied  with  the  marriage 
ceremonies,  that  not  the  least  attention  to  any 
other  kind  of  business  could  be  expected;  baf, 
these  terminated  on  the  3d  instant.  I  wrote  to 
him  unofficially  a  note,  of  which  the  enclosed 
paper  (No.  1)  is  a  copy ;  and  on  the  5th  I  agaia 
waited  on  him  to  press  him  for  the  answer  which 
he  had  promised.  On  this  occasion  I  observed 
to  him  that  since,  by  his  note  of  the  I5th  Sep&em^ 
berv  he  had  not  assigned  any  sufficient  motives 
for  the  determination  of  His  Majesty  to  transfer 
the  negotiations  to  Washington,  it  had  been  in* 
eumbent  on  me  to  ascertain  what  they^  might  be, 
and  to  submit  them  to  my  Governmeo'L 

It  was  with  tbis  intent  that  I  had  sought  the 
interview  of  September  17tb,  and  had  stated  the 
substance  of  our  conversation  in  my  note  to  him 
of  the  19th,  which,  with  his  reply,  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  my  purpuose;  that,  without  explanation, 
the  mere  notification  of  His  Majesty's  detevmina* 
tion,  contained  in  his  .£xcellenoy's  note,  would 
have  a  very  extraordinary  appearance,  to  say  the 
least:  my  Qoverament  had  seat  me  with  powers 
and  instructions  to  negotiate ;  I  had  opened  the 
matters  to  be  treated  on,  and  waited  several  weeks 
for  an  answer,  when  I  was  told  His  Msjesty  had 
determined  to  empower  Mr.  Onis.  Under  such 
circumsluBOtfs,  must  it  net  be  concluded  either 
tbat  the  Spanish  Government  by  this  measure 
soi^ht  to  avoid  or  to  delay  an  arnu9gemant,  or 
that  it  had  some  persoaal  objection  to  myself? 
Hence  the  necessity  of  an  expUnation.  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos answered  that  the  motives  to  the  measure 
were  what  he  had  Before  easigned|  and  thai  I 
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niut  DOt  allow  myself  to  imagiDe  tbat  either  tbe 
King  or  himself  had  the  least  personal  objection 
to  me ;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  gtre  him  (Mr. 
Cevallos)  peculiar  pleasure  to  settle  the  businesr 
with  me,  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  attend  to 
it ;  finally,  tbat  since  I  considered  it  important 
that  my  note  should  be  answered,  I  shoold  hare 
the  answer  forthwith. 

Yesterdsy,  the  7th,  I  received  the  note  of  the 
same  date,  of  which  the  enclosed  paper  (No.  2) 
is  a  copy.  In  this  you  will  observe  sir,  that  Mr. 
Cevallos  speaks  of**  full  powers"  to  Af  r.  Onis,  and 
the  object  in  sending  them  to  be  the  more  ezpe* 
ditious  termination  of  existing  questions.  In 
cOttTersation,  Mr.  CeTallos  told  me  that  the  in- 
•tractions  to  Mr.  Onis  would  comprise  all  the 
matters  mentioned  in  my  note  of  August  26tb, 
but  he  has  not  though t-fHroner,  in  this  last  com* 
munieatioo,  to  reply  specially  to  the  question  put 
on  that  subject  in  my  note  of  the  19th  ultimo ; 
indeed,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  answer  that 
note,  and  say  less  than  he  has  done ;  he  seems  to 
have  written  merely  to  get  rid  of  importunity,  by 
tranqoilizing  what  he  supposes  to  be  my  per- 
sonal apprehensions. 

My  despatches  Nos.  18, 19,  and  20,  will  accom 
pany  this,  as  well  as  those  of  tbe  Spanish  Qor- 
ernment  for  Mr.  Oois,  which  are  (o  be  ready 
within  a  few  days.  Considering  the  peculiar  im 
portance  of  these  communications,!  have  conclud- 
ed to  send  them  by  Mr.  Brent  to  the  port  of  Bor- 
deaux, from  whencie  it  seems  to  be  more  probable 
that  a  speedy  convejrance  for  the  United  Sutes 
will  be  found  than  either  from  Cadiz  or  Lisbon. 
Mr.  Brent  will  proceed  to  the  United  States,  if 
be  should  find  a  suitable  vessel  bound  home. 
On  account  of  the  lateness  of  tbe  season,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  leave  this  point  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion, instructing  him  however  to  make  the 
voyage,  (in  whatever  vessel,)  unless  he  should 
find  at  Bordeaux  some  American  going  to  the 
United  States,  uoder  whose  care  be  shall  con- 
sider the  despatches  to  be  as  perfectly  secure  as 
uoder  his  owd. 

I  beg  leave,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  to  you 
my  particular  sstisfactioo  with  the  services  of 
Mr.  Brent,  who  unites  in  his  character  all  the 
qualities  which  make  a  man  of  business  and  a 
valuable  public  officer. 

No.  2. 

Cupyofa  ktUrfrtm  Mr.  Cevalba  to  Mr.  Erwng. 

Sia:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  19ih  of  the 
last,  month,  I  have  to  say  to  you,  that  the  deter- 
mination of  the  King  that  a  full  power  should 
be  sent  to  Don  Luis  de  Onis  proceeds  from  tbe 
desire  of  sooner  terminating  the  pending  disputes, 
and  that  it  is  unconnected  with  any  personal 
considerations.    I  renew  to  you,  ^. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 


by  whieh  Spain  should  «ede  ber  «laiMB  to  tcni- 
tory  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  aaleas  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  ceded  their  claims  to  all  the  tenitory 
westward  of  that  river,  and  that  eveo  then  yoor 
agreement  would  be  restricted  to  a  reeomnoda- 
tion  to  your  Gkoverament  to  adopt  an  amagc- 
ment  to  that  effect,  it  is  deemed  ottneeeflwy  to 
make  you  auy  fnrtaer  propoeitioii,  or  to  prolosf 
the  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  limits. 

I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  me  whether  you  vt  wiiliag 
to  enter  into  a  convention  to  provide  eompeoaa- 
tion  for  spoliatiofts,  and  for  the  iajary  lesutiog 
to  the  United  States  from  the  sappremoa  of  the 
deposite  at  New  Orleans.    I  have,  dtc 

JAMES  MONROft. 


Copy  of  a  ietier  from  the  Seerdary  of  State  to  the 
Chevalier  de  OnUf  datea 
Department  of  State,  Jtzn.  14, 1817. 
Sir:  Having  understootd  in  our  late  confer- 
ence that  you  would  not  agree  to  an  arrangement 


Mr.  Onia  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Jahuast  16, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  offieial  letter  of  die 
14th  instant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  aah 
known  to  me  that,  having  understood  in  our  lait 
conference  tbat  I  would  not  aeeede  to  an  airsBge* 
ment  by  which  Spain  should  eede  lier  preten- 
sions to  the  territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  iftkt 
United  States  did  not  relinquish  theirs  te  tk 
west  of  tbat  river,  and  that  even  in  tbis  case  ay 
accession  would  be  limited  to  recommendiDg  t» 
my  Government  the  adoption  of  thia  project,  h 
appeared  to  you  useless  to  make  me  more  props- 
siuoos  to  prolong  the  negotiation  on  the  sob- 
jeet  of  limits  between  tbe  two  GtoveramenCf;  and 
you  only  desire  to  know  if  I  am  disposed  to  sign 
a  convention  to  provide  compensation  for  the  in- 
juries occasioned  to  tbe  United  Slatci  by  the 
cruisers  of  His  Majesty  in  the  late  war,  and  Cot 
those  which  resulted  to  the  United  States  froa 
tbe  suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleaos. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  yoa  will  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  in  tbe  conference  referred  to  I  bad 
the  honor  to  exhibit  to  you  the  fall  powers  of  mj 
Sovereign,  in  which  he  authorises  me  to  nc^ocisi^ 
adjust,  and  sigii  a  'treaty  or  convention  wiii^  the 
Uniteo  States,  in  which  shoold  be  arranged  not 
only  tbe  indemnities  due  to  the  subjects  and  citi- 
zens of  both  nations  for  the  injuries  they  had  suf- 
fered from  the  last  war  between  His  Majesty  nn4 
Great  Britain  to  the  present,  in  contrareaiion  cf 
the  la  w  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty  between 
the  two  Powers,  but  also  to  fix  the  respeetive  lia^ 
its  to  the  satisfaction  of  both.    Tbe  intentiosof 
His  Majesty  (and  in  this  I  believe  the  two  Gov- 
ern men  ts  agree)  is  not  confined  to  a  partial  arrange- 
ment,  which  might  leave  in  existence  the  disa- 
greements  which  have  unhappily  arisen  betweea 
them  from  the  effect  of  circumstances.    His  Ma- 
jesty, fully  convinced  that  no  treaty  or  eoDventioa 
can  be  durable  unless  it  is  founded  in  equality 
and  mutual  convenience,  has  particularly  directed 
me  that,  keeping  in  mind  the  reciprocal,  ptrittkaL 
and  commercial  interests  which  unite  tbe  two 
nations,  I  should  so  adjust  the  definitive  arrange- 
ment with  the  person  whom  tbe  President  should 
authorize  to  that  effect,  that  no  controversy  tovli 
ever  again  arise  between  them. 
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I  caDDoteooceal  from  you  tlmt'co  arrive  at  this 
end  it  is  indispensable  to  begin  by  amicably  dis- 
eossiog  and  agreeing  upon  the  rights  of  each  of 
tlie  two  Powers,  and  that  the  resalt  of  this  discus- 
sion is  what  ovght  to  guide  us  in  arranging  the 
indemnities  and  filing  the  limits  which  may  be 
just  and  motoally  convenient  to  the  two  nations. 
You  had  the  goodness^^  to  say  to'  me  that  this 
method  bad  been  adopted  by  you  and  Mr.  CeTal- 
ios,  and  that,  if  we  renewed  it,  precious  time 
woold  be  lose  without  our  being  able  to  agree. 
In  sDcb  a  dtlemmai  and  anxious  to  contribute  on 
my  part  to  aceeleitite  the  negotiation,  I  took  the 
litiercy  to  propose  to  you  the  only  other  method 
which  appeared  to  me  to  exist,  besides  the  one 
wbieb  I  bare  just  mentioned,  to  arranffe  these 
differences,  which  is  this :  that  the  two  Powers, 
throwing  off  all  idea  of  aggrandizement,  and  sac- 
rificing reseatmeBta  and  complaints  of  little  im- 
porunee,  should  proceed  with  good  faith  to  fix 
limiu  between  them  which  should  be  motaally 
conreoient,  which  should  not  be  liable  to  con  fro* 
Tcfiy,  or  be  unknown  to  or  riolaied  by  the  re- 
speciire  sabjeetM  of  each*. 

You  did  me  the  honor  to  applaud  a  proposi- 
tion so  frank  aiKl  liberail,  as  dictated  by  equity 
and  good  faith,  aad  made  known  to  me  with  the 
same  frankness  that  the  United  States  desired  to 
unite  to  its  dominions  all  the  territories  which 
belong  to  Spain  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  and 
that  for  them  they  would  offer  to  Spain  those 
which  were  between  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  the 
Colorado.  But  as  not  only  these  lands,  but  all 
those  Which  lie  between  the  Colorado  and  Gape 
North,  drawing  a  line  by  the  river  Mermen  to  or 
Mermenlao  towmrds  the  Presidio  of  Adais,  and 
from  thence  by  the  Arroyo  Onda  towards  Natch- 
itoches, are  a  part  of  the  province  of  Texas, 
belonging  to,  and  in  the  uninterrupted  possession 
of.  His  Majesty,  without  there  having  been  in 
rsiaiioo  thereto  any^ dispute  between  Prance  and 
Spain,  (that  dispute  being  solely  as  to  Natchi- 
toches, which  fort  the  French  raised  unjustly  in 
the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,)  it  results 
that  this  proposition  not  only  does  nut  offer  com- 
pensation to  His  Majesty  for  West  and  Bast  Pior* 
ida,  whose  cession  the  United  States  intimate 
woold  be  very  a^eeable  to  them,  but  it  iuTdlTes 
the  relinqaishmeDt  of  the  property  and  posses- 
sion which  His  Majesty  has  of  the  territory  in 
the  province  of  Texas^  which  lies'  between  the 
Colorado  and  the  vicinity  of  Natchitoches. 

To  propositions  so  distant  from  the  equality 
nd  reciprocal  eonrenience  in  which  we  have 
sgreed  to  treat  these  affairs.  I  answered,  that  as 
tke  powers  of  His  Majesty  ^ad  been:  hastily  sent 
to  me  by  Mr.  CcTallos,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
(departure  of  Mr.  Brent,  I  have  not  received  ex- 
proa  instructions  touching  the  entire  cession  of 
the  ivo  Fiortdas  which  the  United  States  wished } 
tod  although  they  prove  to  me  the  desire  of  His 
Mtjesty  to  accommodate  them  in  all  arrange- 
°^u  which  may  be  compatible  with  his  inter* 
£^lsaw  myself  obliged  to  wait  for  instructions 
on  this  point,  of  so  much  the  greater  importance, 
^  tt  relates  to  the  ecanioB  by  His  Biajesty  to  the 


United '^States  of  the^rt  of  Pentooola,  which 
was  the  key  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico— the  best  port 
of  that  gulf-Hind  which  was  the  more  necessary 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  security  of  his  possessions ; 
bat  that,  in  the  meantime,  if  you  should  propose 
to  me,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  to  make 
the  Mississippi  the  frontier,  I  should  see  in  that 
proposition  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  offer  some  equivalent,  and  I  would 
recommend  it  to  the  consideration  of  His  Mar 
jesty  as  a  fixed  and  stable  limit  to  assure. the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  two  nations. 

I  hope  that  you  will  recognise  in  this  exposi- 
tion the  sincenty  and  ingenuousness  with  which 
I  proceed,  and  that  you  will  on  a  view  of  it  adopt, 
or  the  two  modes  proposed  for  setting  on  foot  the 
negotiation,  that  which  will  be  most  agreeable 
to  the  United  States.  The  first-^tbat  is  to  saf, 
that  of  discussing  and  agreeing  upon  the  recip- 
rocal rights  and  pretensioiis  of  the  two  nation»^ 
is  the  safest,  and  that  which  ought  to  conduct  ua 
with  the  greatest  precision  to  the  indemnities 
and  to  the  establi^ment  of  limits  between  them  i 
since  nothing  is  more  easy  than  that,  each  point 
of  justice  being  agreed  upon,  the  equivalent  to  it 
should  be  arranged  upon  principles  of  equality 
and  reciprocal  convenience.  The  second  is  short- 
er, but  It  requires  a  relinquishment  of  all  views 
of  aggrandizement  on  both  sides ;  and  that  each 
Government,  adopting  as  a  basis  the  %Ui  po$$i* 
detiSf  either  of  the  year  1793,  which  is  the  one 
fixed  on  by  the  allied  Courts  in  the  general  paci^- 
fication  for  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  prop* 
erry  in  their  possessions,  or  that  of  the  year  176)3, 
after  the  conclusion  or  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween Spain,  France,  and  England,  (in  which 
treaty  the  limits  of  their  provinces  were  fixed, 
and  the  two  Floridas  were  separated—the  East 
from  Spain  and  the  West  from  France— by  tmna- 
ferring  them  in  full  sovereignty  to  England,) 
may  come  to  a  just  and  friendly  understanding, 
so  as  to  do  away  these  disagreements,  I  am  ready 
to  discuss  with  you  in  the  orst  mode  just  referred 
to.  I  am  also  ready  to  treat  with  you  by  adopl-^ 
ing  the  second ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall 
in  either  case  give  you  proofs  that  I  will  not 
depart  from  what  is  due  to  justice,  equity,  and 
the  mutual  convenience  of  the  two  nations. 
I  renew  to  you,  &c. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Ccp^  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  iSiate  to  the 

CheoaHer  de  Onie. 

DfiPARTMBHT  OF  StATB,  •/<»t.25, 1617. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  16th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  14tb  of 
this  month. 

It  having  been  the  invariable  desire  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  settle  all  differences  with  Spain 
on  just  and  fair  conditions,  it  is  seen  with  much 
regret  that  a  similar  disposition  b  not  manifested 
on  the  part  of  your  Qovernment. 

Finding  bv  your  letter  that  I  had  distinctly 
understood  tne  views  of  your  Government  as 
explained  by  you  in  our  htte  conference^  and 
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ttaltd  in  my  IstC  letter^  and  pereeifiof  ^Ua  tlhAt 
yon  8Cill  adbefc  to  those  rhtwa,  wbidi,  beitifl:  a^ 
togotlier  incoMisteiit  with  the  rights  of  the  Uoi- 
lod  States,  art  ioadmiasihle,  I  hare  to  repeal  that 
this  Qoremmcnt  has  no  motiva  to  eontinne  the 
Beffotiation  ott  the  sabjeet  of  faooadaries. 

la  nakiDg  thb  frank  dedaration,  I  cannot 
avoid  cz^flBiog  my  surprise  that  yoa  shoold 
mow  find  it  necessary  to  refer  again  to  yonr  Qor* 
eisaaent  for  instroetions  on  any  part  or  this  sub- 
ject. These  difierences  have  long  existed,  and 
as  far  back  as  1605  were  folijr  disenased,  as  you 
leadily  admitted,  in  cTcry  eireumstance  apper- 
taining to  or  connected  with  them,  in  aapscial 
ndsBion  to  Madrid  for  die  pnrpose.  It  was  hoped 
and  ezpectcri,  on  the  restoration  of  the  diplomatic 
intereonrse  oetween  the  two  nations,  that  you 
wonld  have  been  inrested  with  fbU  power  to 
settle  them;  and  it  was  in  aeoord  with  yoor 
Tiews,  when  this  was  fonnd  not  to  be  the  case, 
that  the  requiaite  authority  was  given  to  the 
Minister  Pleoipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid.  It  could  not  have  been  doubted,  as  v6or 
Obeemmeot  had  not  anihorized  its  Minister  nere 
to  bring  these  controversies  to  a  conclusion,  that 
the  Minister  of  the  United  Stales  would  have 
bean  pronapUy  met  in  his  offers  to  effect  it  at 
Madrid.  I  need  not  repeat  to  you  the  great  dis* 
anpointment  which  the  Preauknt  felt,  wben,  after 
tne  tapte  of  so  much  time,  he  was  informed  that 
an  expression  of  regret  in  my  letter  to  vou  of  the 
lOih  of  June,  at  the  delay  resulting  from  your 
want  of  powers,  and  from  the  necesiity  of  trans* 
ftrring  the  negetiatiOD  to  Madrid,  had  been  mis- 
coastraed  into  a  desire  that  it  shoold  be  tmns* 
fared  sgain  to  the  United  States.  On  examin- 
ibg)  kowever,  the  tenor  of  yonr  commission,  and 
the  eommuDicatioos  between  Mr.  Cevallos,  both 
of  which  seemed  to  contemplate  ji  prompt  con- 
clusion of  the  business  here,  the  idea  now  brought 
forward  la  your  letter,  of«  farther  resort  to  your 
Ctovernment  fvt  other  iastructions,  was  surely 
the  last  to  enter  into  the  anticipations  of  this 
Oovemment. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  I  undemtood  yon  to 
concur  in  our  late  coaferenee,  fully  with  me  in 
the  sei^tiaients  that  any  fbrtber  discussion  of  sub* 
jects,  whieh  bad  been  already  so  often  diecussed 
and  completely  ezbausted,  would  be  useless,  since 
it  could  not  be  presumed  that  any  change  of 
opinion  on  any  point  would  take  place  on  either 
side.  Esch  parly  anderstands  its  rights,  and  has, 
doubtless,  made  op  its  mind  as  to  the  condiUons 
it  is  willing  to  adopt.  To  those  suggested  by 
you,  as  being  worthy  the  consideratiou  of  yonr 
Qoverament,  this  Oovemment  eannot  agree. 

Under  these  ctrcnmstanceif,  I  have  again  to  re- 
qtiest  that  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to  loform  me 
whether  you  are  willing  to  conclude  a  conreo- 
tion  to  provide  indemnity  for  spoliations,  and  the 
suppression  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  fetter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b?,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Cbivalur  De  Omio. 


FnanuAAT  10, 1817. 

Sib:  I  have  received  the  official  latter  which 
yon  did  me  the  honor  to  addreea  to  ase^  vader  the 
date  of  the  S6th  of  last  moath,  stntiflf^  that,  not* 
withsiaodinff  the  desire  the  PreaidMt  had  le 
adjust  ail  mffereaees  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  on  just  condiikMiai  nad  io  their 
mutual  convenience,  it  was  seen,  with  great  re- 
gret, that  a  like  disposttien  wns  net  anntfcsiei 
on  the  part  of  Spain* 

You  support  this  opiaion  oa  the  grmiod  that  I 
adhere  to  the  same  sentimenu  whwh  my  G«v* 
ernmeot  manifested  in  former  tioMa*,  and  also 
that  the  Preaideat,  seeing  the  powers  with  whkh 
His  Majestr  had  been  pleased  to  hooor  om^  cooid 
not  compreheo d  why  I  should  thiak  it  neeessary 
to  recur  to  my  Sovereign  to  obtain  aev  iastiae* 
lidos.  You  will  permit  me  to  obeafve,  that  the 
nomber  of  privateers  nrmed  in  the  ports  of  this 
country,  to  ernise  under  an  mknowa  Ay  afaimi 
Spanisii  comaMrce,  have  nhstnetedt  ia  sveh  t 
manner,  the  communications  hetweea  the  Peaia- 
sula  and  these  Stales,  that  the  aecidcntnl  dRVm- 
stance  of  Mr.  Breat's  having  takcA  chaige  of  the 
duplicates  of  His  Majesty's  powers  hue  aieae  ob- 
tained for  ate  the  receipt  of  then,  mmd  that  laa 
even  yet  withent  the  ortgin^  with  whiek 
doubtless.  His  Majesty  sent  me  instructions,  md 
eommunieated  to  cm  hb  rensooa  for  tinnsftrrisf 
the  negotintieo  here.  I  ono  asaore  yoo  that  Isb 
entirely  ignoeant  of  what  has  pnascd  im  Madrid 
between  Mr.  Brving  and  Mr.  Oev«lle%  end  that 
I  am  not  lem  so  of  the  motirea  which  have  ia- 
doced  His  Miyestv  to  transier  the  diecasaien  bcre, 
notwithstanding  I  bad  informed  htm  that  I  hsd 
myself  proposed  to  yoo  that  anthoiity  sMd  in- 
structions Mould  be  given  to  Mr.  Srving  in  rek- 
lion  to  it,  ii  being  clenr  to  me  that  Hts  h^^ty 
desired  nothing  with  more  araeiy  then  to  see  nn 
affair  terminated  which  must  be  the  nreouisoref 
the  reciprocal  intimacy  which  shoold  he  estab* 
lished  between  the  two  Qovemmciiis  /or  tkt 
motoal  heoeit  of  their  rcspealive  ai^jects  nod 
citiaona. 

If  I  might  be  perautted  to  eoigeetiire  the  mo- 
tived whidi  hare  induced  His  Majeety  to  traas" 
fer  thf  ncfoiiation  here,  1  believe  I  ahoold  est 
misinhe  in  dceignatinff,  as  the  prhieipnl  enesf 
ihemi  the  knowledge  His  Majeaty  hon  of  year 
talents,  of  yoor  jnstic^  (/nef^loaCMa.)  aatf  of 
iheeoncilintory  disjnsition  which  yoo  naoniteed 
in  your  confemnces  with  Mr.  Gevalloe  tocsneoi 
in  the  settlemeot  of  theee  diseosaione ;  and,  m  the 
seeoDdythis:  teat  in  the  moment  of  the  nniral 
of  the  ftoton,  his  anynst  spouse,  ni^  of  the  fe^ 
livitieB  incident  to  thtt  hapjpy  event,  HiaMaicsTy 
oeuld  not  give  the  aitention  which  wos  requisite 
to  these  attairs,  which  he  considered  of  the  first 
importance,     z  on  are  too  jost  not  to  nppraente 
these  motives,  nod  not  to  see  in  thens  aothiog 
hot  a  aew  proof  of  the  aaxiety  of  Hia  Majesty 
to  amid  all  deky  or  inactivity.    Tho  Pmsidoni, 
rnforased  by  700  of  these  flaotives^  will,  I  ftattes 
myself,  form  the  some  opinimiy  and 
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siiy  of  mf  wailkif  lor  the  iteMfltaty  iflitruolioDa 
from  my  Soteteigii,  More  I  subaoribe  to  Uif 
poiotd  whioki  ought  to  form  the  beais  of  this 
tfeaty.  The  short  delay  whioh  may  result  from 
Uik  will  he  amply  oom]if  eaated  m^  and  with 
mutUBl  a4vantage,  if  you  would  plaee  me  in  a 
Bitttatiou  to  iaform  my  QoTeriiBMDt  of  the  pria* 
cipal  poiou  on  whidi  the  GoTfvaoieal  of  the 
Ufiiied  Slates  wi^  to  see  thU  negqtiation  tum. 
You  know  iMt  m  yet  you  have  only  made  kaowA 
to  me,  in  our  first  eonferenee;  that  if  we  were  to 
%o  into  a  discussion  of  the  rights  of  the  two  Po  w 
its,  ss  was  done  by  you  HAd  Mr.  Cevalios,  omcIi 
ime  would  he  lost,  and  eaeh  of  us  would  letaia 
us  opinieo.  Yon  know  that  I  agreed  to  tbi^i  but 
\i  the  same  time  intimated  that  I  saw  no  othe? 
aore  eet tain  mode  of  aeoompliehin^  the  objeot 
wbUh  the  two  Powers  had  in  tiew,  siooe  it  must 
m  with  a  knowledge  of  tlue  respeotif  e  rights  of 
Ach  party  that  we  oqght  to  begin  in  fixing  the 
ademoitiee  and  eompensi^tions  which  belonged 

0  each  on  t;be  prioeiples  of  equity,  justiqe^  and 
lonvenieneei;  sikd  that  the  only  wajr  of  aroidiag 
his,  and  of  shortening  the  negotiation,  would  he 
ha  t  thfe  Iwo  Powers^  givkig  «p  all  pretensioas  and 
U  idea  of  rivalship  or  aggrandizement  should 
gree  between  themselrcs,  in  good  iiithy  to  &x 
beir  limii«  aeeordfng  to  eqnit?,  iostiee,  and  mu^ 
lai  eoBTenieneeySO  that  they  sbioald  not  be  liable 
»  be  violated  by  the  subjects  of  the  one  or  the 
iber«  and  in  a  way  to  afoid  the  renewal  of  the 
omplainte  whisk  ka4  giMn  rise  to  misunder- 
tandin^fc  You  approved  an  idea  so  liheial^  as 
ener^na,  and  serdemonstsalif e  of  the  dispwtiai 
f  the  Ktngi  asy  tnaster,  to  aeoo«modate  the 
Inited  Stntes,  in  whatever  might  be  agreeable  to 
tiem,  if  not  incompatible  with  his  interests  j  and^ 

1  conseanence,  jon  made  known  to  me  that  the 
Tnited  States  Wished  to  Unite  to  their  dominions 
lie  two  Fioridas.  As.  in  the  former  negotiations, 
le  cession  of  West  FloHda  to  the  lli6  Perdido 
ras  alon#  apoksn  of*  nod  as  Hia  Majest|r  wee  ig- 
orant  of  the  new  desires  of  thie  GoTernmentt  I 
lid  to  you  that,  althongh  I  did  ant  positively 
now  whether  HisMajeaty  wonld  deprive  hi^^ 
»lf  of  Bast  Florida,  and  of  the  important  port 
f  Pensacola,  which  waa  the  kev  of  the  Gulf  of 
l«xieO|  yet  the  desire  of  Hia  Majcetf  to  gratify 
his  Gkivetnmeat  waagteal,  and  thatit  was  very 
leobable  he  might  wee  to  do  it,  provided  that, 
o  the  pact  oi  the  United  States,  there  should 
•e  ofier ed  to  him  a  just  eqnivaleat,  and  one  of 
asipronal  eonvsnieoce. 

I  leave  it  to  yoor  impaitiality  and  justice,  and 
Q  that  of  the  whole  worlds  to  say  if;  on  the  part 
kf  Hia  Majesty,  a  ntore  positive,  proof  is  wanting 
ft  the  interest  whieh  he  takes  in  arcaagiag  these 
iffairs  in  a  friendly  manner;  and. if  I  should  not 
ind  myself  mocn  anihorized  to  doubt  of  equal 
lispositions  on  the  patt  of  the  United  States,  in 
consequence  of  the  proposition  which  you  made 
ne,  not  only  of  uof,  girmg  anythb^  in  exchange 
for  the  two  provinces,  ana  the  dessions  of  which 
the  United  States  desrre,bttt  reqeirinc  that  His 
Majesty  should  eede  to.  them  a  pari  od  another, 
mhleh  hM  been  ii^  tha  nninicnttpted  pnessaaion 


of  His  Majesty  for  more  than  two  bnndnstf 
years, 

X  am  nevertheless,  very  far  from  judgiaff  it 
thus.  A  firm  and  permanent  arransement  of  all 
points  of  difference  is  equallv  useful  and  neces- 
sary to  both  nations.  It  eugnt  to  Em,  the  basis  of 
the  happiness  of  their  respective  suhiects  and 
citixens  i  and,  to  obtain  this^it  oqght  necessarily 
to  be  founded  in  justice,  equity,  and  mutual  eon* 
venience.  His  Majeatv  is  disposed  to  conclude 
it  on  these  terms ;  and  he  has  too  much  oonft- 
dence  in  the  weU«known  rectitude  of  this  Admin- 
istration 19  think  that  it  coald  solicit  it  on  ether 
terms. 

You  #re  pleased  also  to  inform  me,  in  yonr 
esteemed  note,  that  to  the  nropoeitions  vbteh  I 
have  snggested  as  worthy  ot  the  consideration  of 
my  Qovernment«  that  of  the  United  Slates  can* 
not  agree )  and  that,  abandoning  the  armogemenc 
of  limits,  you  desire  only  to  know  if  I  am  dis- 
posed to  siffn  a  convention  for  settling  the  injury 
sustained  bsr  the  American  commerce,  and  lor 
the  suppression  of  the  dejiosite  at  New  Orleans^ 

As  the  propositions  which  I  have  made  to  von 
were  connned  solely  to  thu  leaving  to  your  elee* 
tion  whether  we  should  trei^t  hy  discussing  and 
fixing  in  a  friendly  manner  the  respective  rights 
of  each  Power,  to  the  end  that,  having  agreed 
to  themi  and  the  oblations  of  each  i^n  the 
other  beinff  known,  the  compensation  to  whieh 
each  mav  be  entitled  might  oe  settled ;  or.  thai, 
leaving  things  to  remaia  m  the  slate  they  iffrs^ 
we  nsifht  agre#  in  a  friendly  laana^r  as  to  whnt 
voald  suit  each,  1  cannot  conceive  that  tha  Uni- 
ted Staiea  shonUl  be  of  opinioa  that  they  chnnoc 
agree  to  any  of  these  points^ 

I  would  oiaad  my  own  delicacy  ifi  after  being 
assured  by  yon  thAt  the  United  Stntes  were  diis-* 
posed  to  terminate  all  the  difierencee  which  exist 
between  the  two  nations  by  a  treatv  fonnded  on 
justice,  equity,  and  mutual  convenience,  I  eonld 
believe  that  the  United  Staiea  would  repel  the 
only  meaiw  which,  in  my  opiaion,  exist  to  aruve 
at  this  end.  I  judge,  then,  ihat  1  have  aoc  ex- 
plained myself  with  snAeient  clearness,  w  that  I 
have  not  well  eomj^rehended  youf  and  I  again 
renew  my  propositions  in  a  plain,  clear,  ind 
demoastrative  manner,  giving  yon  an  exampb 
which  you  cannot  bnt  find  jnsiu 

Let  us  suppose  (and  it  is  a  very  proper  stip- 
position)  that  you  and  I  are  intimate  friends;  yon 
have  purchased  nn  csiatn  adjoiaing  one  of  mine; 

! I  do  not  now  inquire  whether  yon  mirehased  it 
rom  a  person  who  had  a  right  to  sell  it  at  no^^ 
bnt  yott  pnrohdsed  it;)  and.  be  it  becnjuae  soom 
officious  person  said  ao,  or  necause  yon  thoiwht 
so,  you  were  of  opinion  thai  there  was  inclnded 
in  this  purchase  a  part  of  my  estate,  Whieh  I 
worked,  took  eare  of,  and  possessed.  As  eocn  ne 
you  had  made  this  purebase,  and  observed  that 
possession  was  not  given  you  of  the  land  I- worked, 
and  which  yon  believed  to  belong  to  you,  yon 
asked  me  to.  give  it  up  to  yoa.  I  oDserved  to  von 
that  it  was  miae;  that  the  land  whieh  yon  M 

Pirehased  had  also  belonged  to  me  formerly;  foac 
had  ceded  it  to  him  who  had  said  it-enah  anho 
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liad  delirered  tt,  and  in  no  getter  extent;  and 
that,  consequently,  he  could  not  transfer  to  you 
more  than  I  bad  giren  to  him.  You  and  I  refer 
to  the  seller,  ancT  he  tells  us  that  he  never  sold 
the  land  to  yon  which  von  require,  and  never  ob- 
tained it  from  me,  nor  nad  an  intention  of  acquir- 
ing it.  Notwithstanding  this  declaration,  which 
is  decisive  and  irrevocable,  I,  from  motives  of 
friendship  for  you,  and  to  do  away  all  doubt  on 
the  point,  propose  to  you  that  we  should  discuss 
the  affair  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  assure  you 
that,  if  you  present  to  me  unquestionable  docu- 
ments to  prove  that  it  belong  to  you,,  I  am  ready 
to  give  it  up.    I  ask  you,  dispassionately,  if  this 

froposition  could  be  considered  as  inadmissible  ? 
go  further.  I,  who  am  anxious  to  accommodate 
you,  because  you  are  my  friend  and  a  good  neigb- 
oor,  knowing  that  you  desire  to  get  part  of  my 
territory  to  round  out  yours,  and  to  facilitate  the 
exportation  of  your  produce,  as  there  is  a  navi- 
gable river  passing  tnroogh  it,  carry  my  friend- 
ship and  condescension  so  far  as  to  say  to  you 
that  we  will  agree  between  ourselves,  by  a  friend- 
ly investiffatiooj  what  belongs  to  each ;  and,  this 
being  settled,  I  am  ready  to  cede  to  you  the  lands 
you  desire  for  an  equivalent  founded  in  equity, 

iustice.  and  reciprocal  convenience,  fixing  the 
imits  between  Us  in  such  a  way  that  our  servants 
should  not  engage  us  in  quarrels  and  contests,  aa, 
it  being  our  desire  to  live'in  the  greatest  harmony, 
we  were  equally  interested  in  avoiding  every 
subject  of  difference.  Will  you  say  to  me  that 
these  friendly  propositions  are  inadmissible?  I 
helieve  not.  such,  then,  neither  more  nor  less, 
are  those  which  I  have  suggested  to  you  in,  my 
former  official  note,  and  renew  to  you  by  this, 
hoping  that,  taking  them  into  serious  considera- 
tion, you  win  view  them  as  just,  equitable,  and 
even  generous. 

Tou  cannot  but  know  that  the  convention  you 
propose,  limited  to  the  indemnification  for  inju- 
ries done  to  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruis- 
ers and  tribunals  of  Spain,  and  by  the  suppression 
of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  will  not  aceom- 
pUsb  fully  the  object  whi^h  the  two  nations  pro- 
pose to  tbemselvesL  of  extinguishing  all  disagree- 
ments. Nevertheless,  to  give  another  proof  of 
the  deference  of  His  Majesty  to  the  wishes  of 
this  Republic.  I  agree  to  enter  into  negotiation 
with  you  on  these  two  points,  and  to  conclude  a 
convention  as  to  them,  in  which  shall  be  embraced 
the  just  reclamations  which  His  Majesty  shall 
produce  against  this  Qovernment,  and  the  vari- 
ous arrangements  he  desires  to  place  in  it  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  comnierce  between  the  two 
nations,  and  to  avoid  injuries  such  as  those  which, 
from  the  want  of  explicitness  in  the  last  treaty, 
•have  been  experienced  by  the  respective  subjects 
of  both.  I  will  add  more,  and  it  is,  that  the  first 
point  to  which  you  refer  beins  founded  in  the 
treaty  which  exists  between  the  two  nations,  I 
will  subscribe  to  it  without  difficulty  $  and  as  to 
the  second,  it  is  of  so  small  an  amount,  that  if  I 
4I0  not  succeed  in  demonstrating  to  you  that  these 
in^ries  have  not  existed,  or  that  they  are  much 
exaggerated,  and  that  the  United  States  have  al- 


ready admitted  that  they  were  satisfied  for  then, 
I  will  have  no  difficulty  even  as  to  them.  I  oogh^ 
likewise,  to  observe  to  you  that  it  will  be  easy  to 
include  in  this  same  convention  or  treaty  a  pro- 
visional arrangement  of  limits,  without  detaining 
us  to  fix  them  with  exactitude.  If  ike  United 
Gkates  do  not  desire  to  make  an  eaeeoltal  change 
in  the  established  limits  fixed  by  the  treaties  of 
1763, 1764,  im  1795,  and  1800,  and  that  thtstr- 
rangement  should  only  epply  to  the  anenJilvated 
lands  to  the  north  of  the  Missouri,  the  hoooiiariM 


of  which  were  never  settled  between  Ftmoee  and 
Spain,  this  question  might  be  left  for  commis- 
sioners named  by  each  party,  and  their  deeision 
might  be  considered  as  part  of  the  eonvcation ; 
but,  in  any  case,  the  most  efficient  method  of  con- 
cluding these  affiiirs  will  be,  that  yoa  shookl  have 
the  goodness  to  say  to  me,  with  frwkknesi^  what 
are  the  real  views  of  the  United  States,  what  an 
the  real  and  true  compensations  they  are  dbposed 
to  offer  for  the  countty  they  desire  to  obtaia  fnxa 
His  Majesty.  Yon  may  be  assured  that  I  will 
support,  earnestly,  proposals  that  are  just  end 
reciprocally  convenient,  and  that,  on  the  refoia 
of  the  courier,  I  shall  be  able  to  sign,  under  the 
powers  I  now  have,  a  treaty  mntuallf  sstis&c- 
tory  to  both  parties,  we,  In  the  meantime,  agree- 
ing upon  all  the  articles  of  minor  considerations. 
You  cannot  but  know  that  the  instructions  oaghi 
to  be  adapted  to  the  greater  or  lesser  territory  of 
His  Majesty,  which  the  United  States  may  de- 
sire to  add  to  their  dominions ;  and  tbai^  if  chey 
desire  none,  little  difficulty  can  occur  on  the  sab- 
ject  of  indemnities  between  two  Powers animaied 
by  conciliatory  and  just  sentiments.   lam^  6lc 

LUIS  DE  ONIB. 


Ccpy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  SUUe  ie  the 

CkevaUer  de  Onis. 

Department  of  Stats,  F^  20, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yotc 
letter  of  the  10th  instant. 

From  full  consideration  of  the  eontents  of 
tAs  letter,  it  appears  that,  althoo^  yom  expect 
instructions  at  an  earlv  date  to  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  treaty  for  the  adjnstment  of  all  dVf* 
ferences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
which  you  manifest  a  desire  to  aceompliah,  yea 
do  not  consider  yourself  eothorized  to  do  so  ot 
any  one  point  at  this  time.  I  will  thank  you  le 
state  whether  I  have  understood  oorreeUythe 
idea  which  you  intended  to  convey.  In  esse  I 
have,  I  have  only  to  remark  that,  althoufh  the 
delay  is  particularly  to  he  r^retted,  it  is  net  per- 
ceived that  any  advania^  can  be  dertwed  from 
entering  into  the  negouation  before  yoa  have 
received  your  instructions.    I  have,  dbe. 

JAMES  MONROS. 


Dranelation  of  a  letter  from  the  CkevoRer  de  Omu  t^ 
the  Seerttary  of  State. 

Wasbihoton,  Febrtuury  21^  1817. 

Sir:  In  the  official  letter  which  yoa  did  mc 
the  honor  to  direct  to  me  yesterdayi  yoa  stma 
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thityoahad  i«kcn  ioto  eoasidcratioii  ihe  eoo- 
tenu  of  miDe  of  the  10th  instant;  and«  confining 
Toarself  to  ono  point  only  oat  of  many  on  wbieh 
II  toQchea,  of  the  greatest  importance,  at  I  think, 
to  the  interests  of  both  nations,  yon  say  that  if 
yon  had  correctly  understood  the  meaning  of 
my  letter,  at  ibt  same  time  that  I  manifest  a  de- 
sire to  eooelade  a  treatjr  for  the  adjustment  of 
all  the  dtiferences  existing  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  I  do  not  consider,  myself  au- 
thorized to  do" so  antil  I  receive  the  instructions 
from  my  Sovereign,  of  which  I  am  in  daily  ex- 
pectation. You  ask  me  if  this  is  the  true  idea 
which  I  had  wished  to  gire  you,  and  add  that,  if 
it  is,  although  we  must  both  lament  the  delay,  it 
is  not  perceiTed  that  any  adrantaj;e  can  be  de- 
n?ed  from  eotering  into  the  negotiation  until  I 
reeei?e  my  iostmetions. 

In  my  note  above  mentioned,  I  made  known  to 
you,  with  the  candor  and  sincerity  which  char- 
acterize me,  the  causes  to  which  I  attributed  the 
delay  in  reeeirin^  the  instructions  consequent 
on  the  powers  which  His  Majesty  had  given  me; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  President  will  have 
found  them  as  just  as  the  reasons  I  stated  to  yon, 
demonstrating  that  a  partial  negotiation,  which 
did  not  embrace  all  the  poinu  of  disagreement 
between  the  two  nations,  cannot  accomplish  the 
object  of  tbe  one  or  the  other— which  is  to  get 
clear  of  these  disagreements,  and  to  take  care 
that  they  are  not  renewed  in  future.  The  treaty 
in  question  ought  to  provide  for  the  just  reclam- 
ations of  the  subjects  and  citizens  ot  the  respec- 
tive  parties;  in  it  the  limite  between  the  two 
Powers  should  be  fixed  agreeably  to  their  re- 
spective rights,  to  eqoalitv,  to  justice,  and  recip- 
rocal convenience.  Finally,  it  ought  to  compre- 
hend difierent  stipulations  analogous  to  the  new 
state  of  relations  of  intimacy  which  is  about  to 
be  established  between  the  two  Qovernments  for 
the  greater  encouragement  of  their  reciprocal 
commerce*  You  know  that  all  these  points 
have  so  intimate  a  connexion  with  each  other 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  separate  them  ;  and,  on  the 
other*  hand,  they  are  of  such  imporunce  that  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  wait  the  arrival  of  my 
instructions  before  1  conclude  definitively  a  treaty 
involving  afiairs  of  such  magnitude.  Neverthe- 
less, as  we  cannot  bqt  feel  this  delay  very  sensi- 
bly, which  most  probably  will  be  short,  anxious 
on  my  part  to  lessen  it  so  far  as  depended  on  me, 
I  have  suggested  to  you  that  we  might  begin  to 
discuss  the  poiuto  of  least  importance^  to  the  end 
of  having  the  work  in  a  state  of  forwardness 
when  the  instructions  should  arrive ;  but,  since 
you  prefer  waiting  for  their  arrival,  I  will  agree 
to  what  you  may  resolve  on,  persuaded  that  you 
do  not  take  less  interest  than  I  do  in  fixing  the 
relations  of  amity  between  the  two  countries  on 
a  footing  the  meet  solid  and  durable. 


Don  Luii  it  Onii  to  the  Seardaty  of  State* 
Pbilauslpbia,  My  9, 1817. 
Bia :  1  am  under  the  necessity  of  calling  your 
tttteation,  and  that  of  the  President,  to  what  has 


occurred  at  Baltimore,  in  relation  to  the  two  pri* 
vateers  or  pirates  which  have  lately  entered  the 
bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  now  are  within  the 
proper limiu of  the  State  of  Maryland;  the  one 
commanded  by  Captain  Taylor,  and  the  other 
by  CapUin  Stafforo.  It  is  notorious  that  theee 
privateers^  manned  and  armed  in  the  ports  of  the 
Union,  sailed  on  a  cruise  against  the  Spanish 
commerce,  and  have  returned  to  the  waters  of 
Maryland  with  a  part  of  the  plunder  and  booty 
they  have  taken  on  board  of  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese vessels. 

For  the  due  conviction  of  this  outrage,  the 
necessary  orders  or  warrants  were  sent,  at  the 
reouest  of  the  Consul  of  His  Catholic  Miyesty 
in  Baltimore,  to  the  marshal  of  that  city,  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  arrest  of  the  aforesaid  privateers,  and 
for  its  execution  a  gunboat  was  granted  by  the 
collector  of  the  customs.    All  this,  however,  waa 
in  vain ;  the  marshal  gave  no  effect  to  the  orders 
issued  for  this  arrest;  and  His  Majesty's  Consul, 
seeinff  that  eight  days  had  passed  without  the 
marshal  taking  a  single  step  to  fulfil  the  orders 
he  was  charged  with,  called  upon  him,  and 
claimed  their  execution ;  upon  which  he  replied, 
categorically,  ^  that  he  was  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  the  arrest  of  the  said  privateers,  because  it 
was  not  his  duty  to  execute  it,  except  they  bad 
entered  the  port  of  Baltimore ;  but  by  no  means 
in  the  bay,  although  within  the  district  of  the 
State."    The  Consul  lately  applied  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  complaining  of  this  conduct;  and 
he  acknowledged  that  indeed  it  was  ver^  extra* 
ordinary,  but  he  took  no  steps  to  remedy  it,  or  to 
enforce  the  observance  of  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  a  case  of  so  scandalous  an  exam- 
ple.   These  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  the 
mere  statement  of  them  is  sufficient  to  make  yoa 
and  the  President  thoroughly  sensible  of  the 
monstrous  consequences  which  the  irregular  con* 
duct  of  this  marsbal  may  lead  to.  It  is  perfectly 
evident  that  the  public  treaty  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  and  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
sanctioned  as  a  general  law  for  the  more  strict 
observance  of  the  neutrality  of  the  same  States 
with  foreign  Powers,  are  scandalously  trampled 
under  foot  in  Maryland ;  and  that  the  marshal, 
by  formally  disobeying  the  lawful  authority  or 
the  State,  and  that  of  the  General  Government 
of  the  Union,  protected  the  hostilities  and  pira- 
cies carried  on  against  the  trade  of  a  nation  In  a 
state  of  peace  and  amitv  with  the  United  States. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  do  less  than  to  remonstrate 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  against  so 
manifest  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this 
Republic,  of  its  laws,  and  of  the  treaty  existing 
between  the  two  Powers;  and  to  request  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  obtain  of  the  President 
the  most  prompt  and  efiectual  orders  to  cause 
the  marshal  of  Baltimore  to  do  his  duty,  and  all 
requisite  justice  to  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty. 

It  is  my  duty,  also,  to  call  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  President  to  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
venturer, Sir  Gregor  McGregor,  who,  since  he 
was  in  arms  with  the  bands  of  insurgents  in  tbe 
province  of  Venezuela,  has  come  to  these  States, 
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and  been  eottsinaitly  cngafed  in  ctter (Writes  to 
invade  or  disturb  toe  tranquillity  of  His  Caibo* 
lie  Majesty's  possessions  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  He  lately  recruited  in  Charleston  a  great 
number  or  adventiurers,  and  among  them  seve* 
ntl  persons  of  note,  y'lzi  one  Rouse^  son  of  a 
eolonei  of  that  name,  an  inhabitant  of  that  eity; 
0ne  Champion,  who  was  a  commissary  in  the 
aerTiee  of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war,  and 
storekeeper  of  ordnance ;  one  Heath,  a  lawyer 
of  the  same  place ;  and  manr  others  whose  names 
I  pass  over.  He  porchasea,  under  a  borrowed 
name,  a  brig  of  considerable  burden,  which  he 
^patched  with  passengers  to  New  Orleans  on 
the  IBth  of  last  month ;  and  on  the  following 
day  be  went  on  to  BaTannah  in  the  stage,  ae- 
cordiaff  to  common  report,  to  recruit  more  peo- 
ple. His  subsequent  proceedings  and  hostile 
pttparations  in  the  bosom  of  this  Union,  against 
the  possessions  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  are 
notorious,  and  announced  with  a  scandalous  pub* 
lieity  in  many  papers  of  these  States.  I  hope, 
tJien,  that  you  and  the  President  will  apply  the 
energy  of  your  zeal  for  good  order  and  the  oh- 
•erirance  of  the  public  laws,  by  restraining  these 
excesses  and  vexations,  which  compromit  the 
•euuality  which  the  President  has  proposed  to 
preserve  in  the  dispute  subsisting  between  the 
King,  my  master,  and  some  of  his  provinces  in 
lebeTlion,  and  render  null,  as  you  may  imagine^ 
the  security  in  which  the  Gbvernment  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  rests^  in  a  reliance  on  the  safe* 
guard  of  the  said  laws,  and  on  that  of  the  gene* 
ml  nrind|4es  of  public  good  faith,  which  serve 
aa  the  basis  of  the  tranquillity  and  friendly  in* 
tmourse  between  the  nations  and  Qovernments 
of  the  world.    I  renew,  dbe. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


Mt,  Pitmro  to  Mr,  Bniag. 

Palace,  July  16, 1817. 

Sib:  Since  the  happy  restoration  of  His  Ma- 
jesty to  the  throne  oi  his  august  progenitor,  oim 
of  his  principal  objects  has  been  to  establish, 
U|;on  solid  ioondations,  his  political  relations 
with  the  several  Powers  friendly  to  Spain,  by 
temoviog  whatever  obstacles  were  of  a  nature 
to  affect  their  future  good  understanding. 

Prom  the  beginning,  the  state  of  affairs  be- 
tween  Spain  and  the  Uaited  States  called  His 
Majesty^s  attention ;  and  as  soon,  during  the  last 
year,  as  reciprocal  organs  of  communicatioa 
were  established  by  the  recognition  of  their  re- 
spective Ministers^  the  King  announced  his  de- 
sire of  inaking  evident  the  right  of  each  Power 
on  the  different  points  of  existing  reclamations. 

In  your  note  of  Auguat  26th  of  the  last  year, 
addressed  to  my  predecessor,  you  also  manifested 
that  you  were  equally  disposed  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  in  behalf  of  your  Government,  and  to 
eonclade  a  treaty  honorable  and  satisfactory  to 
both  parties,  to  which  end  you  intimated  that 
you  were  authorized  by  ample  powers  and  in- 
structions j  but  as  the  various  questions  depend- 
ing between  the  two  Qovernmenu,  and  the  inci- 


denu  of  later  years,  whieh  had  cnanylicafced 
them,  formed  a  total  of  ol^eets  which  njveartd 
to  require  a  prolix  examiantionf  Hts  «^ty 
thought  that  this  might  be  made  belwcsa  bk 
Minister  Plenipoteotiaf  y  at  Washioffton  aad  the 
American  Secretary  of  Stole,  with  more  de* 
spatch  than  in  Madrid,  where  the  QoTernmeat 
of  His  Majesty  fonod  itself  at  tke  time  sai- 
founded  with  a  multitude  of  pi«aaiii£  engage- 
ments, arising  from  the  necesatty  ^r«-estah* 
lish'iag  the  order  subverted  by  foreign  invnaiea, 
and  by  the  very  extraordinary  menas  wkteh  iiad 
been  adopted  to  repel  it  with  success. 

The  Minister  ot  the  King  in  Washington  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  that  hnppeaed  of 
late  years;  he  knew  to  the  foondation  ail  i\ki 
rights  o(  Spain  upon  each  of  th«  depeadii^ 
questions ;  he  was  aware  how  well  dispoted  was 
the  mind  of  His  Blajesty  to  attend  to  thereela- 
mations  of  the  Anaeriean  Gk>vernmeiit,  vbieh 
might  be  founded  on  justice,  and  even  to  sonde 
to  those  in  which  he  might  voloaiarUy  [dean 
the  United  States  without  injury  to  his  vafals 
or  to  the  rights  of  his  Crown.  It  was,  theie- 
forC;  thought  right  to  authorise  kina  with  fell 
powers,  and  to  make  him  aware  that,  after  enter- 
ing into  an  examination  and  diseoaami  conct- 
ponding  to  the  tenor  of  what  he  knew  reapsdaf 
the  rights  of  Spain,  he  should  pfac;eed  to  aa  sd- 
justment,  taking  for  a  basis  &e  deaaonstiated 
right  of  each  party  upon  each  of  the  poiati 
discussed. 

But  it  appears  that  the  Oovecnaaent  of  the 
United  States  has  deemed  k  to  be  safefiaeos  to 
enter  into  an  ulterior  discvsion  of  said  poiati^ 
after  that  which  had  taken  place  at  a  isnaei 
period;  and  it  appears  also  to  have  initmale&ita 
desire  of  an  arrangement  or  coocliisi«ii  nnoa  the 
whole,  jointly,  of  the  respective  pieacasaons,  in 
whieh,  without  losing  eight  of  the  frrniidatina  eC 

each»considerations  01  mutual  COB  veoienee  sbeakl 
be  equally  attended  to,  and  to  is  Che  baais  of  an 
order  which  could  not  be  easily  changed  in 
future. 

For  this  kind  of  arrangemenu^  by  way  ef  con- 
clusion, the  Minister  of  His  Majeety  thoaght 
that  competent  instructions  were  wanting  to 
him ;  and  in  fact  he  was  in  need  of  those  whudh 
were  much  more  deuiled  than  those  he  already 
had^  since  they  were  intended  to  termiaate  the 
business,  taking  for  a  basis  only  the  eaamiaausa 
and  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  each  in  the  ^' 
^^^Pl^yi^^^*  ^^^^  Ike  negotiatioa  enbeaces. 

Soliciuog  more  ample  instruotioas,  the  Mitis- 
ler  has  soit  to  Madrid  the  Secretary  of  his  Le- 
gation, Don  Luis  Noeli,  and  His  MnieeCY  has 
ordered  that  they  be  prepared  and  ariaand  with 
ail  possible  despatch.  But  as  in  thia  coafss^ 
which  it  18  desired  to  give  to  the  negotiation,  H 
IS  perhaps  possible  that  yon  aad  I  can  amve 
more  readily  at  a  result,  seeing  what  yoa  state 
in  your  notes  of  26th  August  and  19th  Septem- 
ber upon  the  business,  my  desfre  to  do  wfaaferer 
may  conuibale  to  a  satisfaetory  termination  in- 
duces me  to  ask  you  to  please  to  explaia  whe- 
ther yon  continue  anthonzed  lo  enter  mta  caa- 
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feranee  with  nM^  and  eTeft  to  eooolade  aa  ar- 
r«Dg«BeDt  oo  Ike  matler ;  for,  in  this  ease,  with- 
oatfnitiail  toatlid  to  His  Majesty's  Miniater  a 
Wasbington  snitabie  inatruetions,  which  the 
said  Sectetary  of  Legation  will  carrjrt  we  ean 
also  oceapy  omatlvea  in  the  aame  basiaess,  and 
perhaps  arrive  at  a  defintttre  airangeiiient  with 
more  prenplitnde  than  the  Minister  of  His  Ma- 
jesty at  Washington,  who,  by  some  ocourreooe 
or  proposition  made  to  bira,  not  foreseen  in  the 
ioatmctimis,  may  be  pot  to»  the  neeessity  of 
again  eeasolttng  His  Migeaiy,  and  thus  creating 
delay,  which  cannot  happen  with  me,  who  have 
the  iionor  to  rtceiTe  daily  the  ordera  of  the 
KiBc» 

Ityott  feel  yourself  authorized  to  this  effeet, 
oar  progress  in  t&is  business  may  be  substanti- 
aiiy  the  same  as  indicated  in  yonr  note  of  the 
26tb  Aogoat ;  for  though »  in  the  projected  ar- 
rangement, we  take  for  our  guide  eonsideratioDa 
of  recipieoai  coaTenience,  and  the  desire  to 
avoid  the  rejpredoction  of  motiveji  of  disagree* 
meat  for  the  foture,  a  coasidefation  of  the  re- 
$peeiif9  HghtB  of  our  GhoTernments  in  the  qnes- 
Uens  depending  ean  never  be  lest  sight  of,  aa 
yon  also  iodieate  in  your  said  note ;  to  the  end 
that  the  saerifiee  or  relinquishment  which  eaek 
may  think  it  prc^r  to  make  should  be  oorres- 
pondent  and  proportionate  ut  what  he  may  cxaei 
from  the  oihei  in  ret«rn« 

If  we  shall  succeed  in  forming  ihe  arrangement 
which  we  desiffe  to  cenclodey  in  a  perfect  knew- 
le4ge  of  the  right  of  each,  modified  bv  eoosideia- 
tions  of  reeijMrecal  utilityy  it  ea»aet  he  bit  firm 
and  dunhhbf  and  consolidaie  a  good  undersland- 
iag  between  tiie  two  nationsi  both  of  which  are 
interested  in  preserving  it. 

I  profit  of  this  oceaaion  to  renew  to  yon  as- 
Mranees  ef  my  high  eonsideration,  and  pray 
aed,4c. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


M*i 


Mh.  Erring  to  Dm  Jon  Pizarro. 

MAoatn,  Jtd]f  19, 1817. 

Sin:  i  hai  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your 
ezfieUeneyH  note  of  the  16ih  instant. 

Adverting  to  a  late  corr^ondenee  between 
the  Seeraury  of  State  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Chevnliee  de  Oois,  Minister  Plenipolentiary 
of  HU  Mvjestpi  y*eur  exeelleney  seems  to  eon* 
elude  that  the  Amerieaa  Qovei nment  hath  de- 
clined to  enler  into  an  ^^ukarior  diBcuuian^^  of 
the  severai  points  of  di&venoe  which  present 
themsehrea  nr  adjustment  between  the  ^wo  dean* 
tries,  and  to  imve  intinuatad  a  wish  to  make  an 
trrangemeiic  founded  upon  an  aggregate  view  of 
tkeiff  reapeetive  pretensionsj  in  whichi  without 
fiorgetting  the  prmeiples  en  whloh  the  right  ef 
each  reposes^  a  due  regard  ^euid  be  ebserved  le 
considerations  of  mutual  convenience. 

For  thia  class  ef  asmagement  you  allow  that 
Mt.Onis  bad  not  suffioient  instrootioas ;  these 
which  he  bad,  aothoriaiag  the  termination  of  a 
negotiatiea  onljr  upon  the  baais  of  an  eiamiaa- 
tionand  sec^gniitoA  oi  nhe  rigbta  ef  eaeh  pattf 


on  eaeh  of  the  sevetal  ebjeeta  whinh  the  ne^olia^ 
tion  should  embrace* 

But  it  appears,  from  the  correspondence  ad* 
verted  to,  not  only  that  Mr.  Oais  did  not  con* 
ceive  himself  to  be  authorized  to  negotiate  and 
sign  a  treaty  of  the  kind  indicated,  but  that  he 
was  not  empowered  to  negotiate  nnd  settle  a 
convention  on  any  separate  object ;  fbr,  hy  the 
Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  him  of  January  4tb, 
be  was  expressly  invited  to  enter  into  such  ac- 
rangement  reapecting  two  important  points 

In  fine,  it  distinctly  appears  that  Mr.  Oois  found 
himself  eotpetveved  to  discuss  every  point,  but 
net  to  coneuide  on  aby  one  eepamtelyr  or  on  the 
whole  in  mass*  Thia  certainly*  did  not  aeeesd 
with  the  just  expeotationa  of  my  Ghuremment, 
founded  upon  the  deolamiioQs  of  Mr.  Cevalles, 
when  he  tranafenred  the  negotiation  to  Waoh^ 

ilOgtOD. 

But  J  refrain  from  dwdring  isore  pat tieulaily 
on  this  matter,  and  pass  to  that  part  ef  yout  ex- 
cellency's note  which  contains  a  proposal  for  ar» 
raoffioff  our  differences  here. 

With  a  view  to  the  most  speedy  terminatiea  of 
these  diiferences,  you  propose  tbat,  without  ams- 
pending  or  delaying  the  iastruetions  which  are 
to  be  seat  to  Mr^  Onis^  we  now  enter  upon  tk» 
negotiation  $  and  yeu  ask  me  whether  I  feel  an* 
tboriaed  to  confer  with  you  on  the  matter,  audio 
coBcliade  ca  armngeinent.  Instcuoted  of  the  in* 
variable  desire  of  the  President  to  fefl[nlate  hf 
treaty  all  the  grounds  of  difference  which  have 
unhappily  ao  loilg  snhaisted  between  the  two 
countries,  and  to  estabtish  their  relations  of  naaee 
on  the  most  solid  snd  Dertnancnt  basis;  andbeiag 
also  weU  persuaded  ot  the  sinceritjr  and  cooailia* 
lory  disposition  whieh  dictate  thia  ptopoaai  oa 
the  part  of  yonr  excellency^  it  is  my  duty  to  pto> 
mote  the  object  of  it  as  nr  as  may  be  in  my 
powet  $  aad  1  do  not  hssitnte  to  exphuin  myself  to 
you  on  this  head  with  the  utmest  fraahaess« 

The  powers  and  instructions  whieh  I  received 
from  my  Qoverament,  aa  announced  in  my 
ktter  to  Mr.  Cevalloa  of  August  26, 1816^  have 
not  been  revoked;  hut  your  excellency  un- 
derstands perfectly  well  the  situation  in  which 
I  am  placed  as  regards  these,  by  the  refusal  of 
your  predecessor  to  treat  herCf  and  be  the  powers 
which  he  sent  to  Mr.  Onis.  You  will  dearly  per* 
celve  that  I  cannot  do  or  consent  to  any  act  which 
may  have  the  lieast  tendency  to  retard^  in  the 
smallest  deoeec,  the  arrangement  so  much  desired; 
consequently,  that  I  ought  to  avoid  entering  into 
regukur  discuadons  on  the  several  subjects  of  my 
note  of  August  26th-^iseos$lQns  which  must 
needs  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time»  aad  cona»- 
qnently  delay  the  departure  of  Mr.  Noeli ;  for  I 
nreaome  that  it  cannot  be  within  your  plan  that 
he  should  depart  pending  such  discussiona,  and 
thus  produce  aU  the  difficulties,  embarrassments, 
and  interminable  delays  of  a  double  negotiation. 

Connected  with  this  is  another  consideration 
of  major  iitiponance.  Tour  excellency  is  folly 
aware  that  the  transfer  of  negotiations  from 
Madrid  to  Washington,  in  thekst  yeac^  bad  the 
a|q>earance  of  an  unameasacy  pcoerastinatiaB^ 
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and  that  the  aabseqaent  diteoTery  of  the  inttifll* 
eiency  of  Mr.  Onis's  instrQctioDs  might  eren 
neem  to  jostify  the  reproach  of  its  heing  a  studied 
one.  Now.  the  retransfer  of  the  negotiations  to 
Madrid,  unless  we  are  perfectly  ceruin  that  they 
will  terminate  favorably,  will,  as  far  as  it  may 
tend  to  create  further  delay,  necessarily  hare 
the  same  effect  in  aogmented  force.  I  am  con- 
fident that  such  a  course  is  neither  in  the  policy 
nor  character  of  your  excellency ;  it  is  necessary, 
however,  for  me  to  pronounce  myself  explicitly 
on  these  points. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  January  25th,  has  ob- 
served that  Mr.  Onis  ''had  agreed  with  him  that 
any  further  discussion  of  subjects  which  had  been 
so  often  discussed  and  completely  exhausted 
would  be  useless,  since  it  could  not  be  presumed 
that  any  change  of  opinion  on  any  point  could 
take  place  on  either  side.  Bach  party  under- 
stands its  rights,  and  has  doubtless  made  up  its 
mind  as  to  the  conditions  which  it  is  willing  to 
adopt" 

Within  the  rule,  therefore,  which  this  para- 
graph points  to,  I  am  disposed  to  act.  I  presume 
your  excellency's  plan  to  be  substantially  the 
same,  and  your  proposal  to  have  been  suegested 
by  and  founded  on  that  which  you  understand 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  (he  United  States  to 
have  made  to  Mr.  Onis;  indeed,  you  have  ex- 
pressed yourself  on  both  of  them  in  nearly  the 
same  terms. 

Thus,  when  His  Majesty's  Cabinet  shall  have 
determined  on  the  instructions  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Onis,  it  will  have. determined  on  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  treaty  shall  be  made ;  then, 
if  your  excellency  will  offer  to  me  the  basis  of 
an  adjustment,  I  will  say  instantly  whether.  I 
can  or  cannot  accede  to  it,  or  will  propose  to  you 
such  modifications  of  it  as  my  instructions* may 
require,  and  His  Majesty's  Qovernment  may  find 
to  be  admissible. 

In  these  transactions  we  shall,  as  your  ex- 
cellency has  well  observed,  take  for  our  guide 
considerations  of  reciprocal  convenience,  each  of 
us  keeping  in  view  the  rights  of  our  respective 
Governments.  These  being  perfectly  understood 
by  both  of  us,  and  no  discussion  being  necessary 
to  fix  our  knowledge  of  them,  we  shall  avoid 
reproducing  the  motives  of  disagreement  to  which 
you  allude ;  and  by  this  knowledge  we  shall  also 
regulate  the  concessions  which  either  may  be 
disposed  to  make. 

Thus  we  may  terminate  instantly,  and  in  per- 
fect harmony,  all  causes  of  present  complaint 
and  ail  grounds  of  future  misunderstanding,  and. 
In  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  Governmenu, 
lay  a  secure  foundation  for  those  friendly  rela- 
tions which  they  are  equally  desirous  to  mamuin. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency,  &c. 

Mr.  Pizarro  to  Jfi*.  Erving. 

Palacb,  My  27, 1817. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  which  yon  are  pleased  to  re* 


ply  to  mtee  of  the  16ch ;  and  I  ohaenre  by  it  that 
we  are  animated  with  equal  seBtimenU  and  de- 
sires to  see  the  different  qoestions  peodiag  be- 
tween our  two  Governments  satisfiietorily  and 
honorably  terminated.  With  these  dispositions 
on  either  side,  it  will  not  be  difficQit  for  us  to  ar- 
rive at  the  desired  arrangement,  proTlded  it  is  ac- 
companied with  a  due  impartiality  of  judgment 
on  the  matter  produced  by  each  of  us  in  support 
of  bis  rights  and  pretensions. 

I  allow  that  a  prolix  discussioa  on  the  poran 
which  have  been  heretofore  agitated  maf  he  dis- 
pensed with,  although  subsequent  cireamsiaoecs 
nave  not  fsiled  considerably  to  change  the  stale 
of  the  question;  but  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  it  will  be  the  shortest  or  the  easiest  meihod 
to  present  on  either  side  a  project  of  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  whole,  without  a  previoos  cnmiiia- 
tion  or  conference,  in  which  at  least  the  poisu  in 
question,  and  the  actual  state  of  theoi,  shoold  be 
sscertained  and  settled,  and  those  on  which  we 
agree  and  those  on  which  we  disagree  should  be 
determined  on,  and  a  summavT  riew  given  of 
the  reasons  and  grounds  of  oor  diTeraity  of  opia- 
ion.  This  knowledge  is  the  only  rule  by  vbiek 
we,  our  Governments,  and  the  world,  can  deter- 
mine upon  the  propriety  or  impropiriety  of  the 
conditions  of  settlement  which  may  be  proposed 
to  you,  or  of  those  which,  on  your  part,  yon  miy 
judge  proper  to  propose  to  me,  if  yoa  ^o  not  cos- 
form  to  those  offered  by  me. 

This,  I  belteve«  was  your  mode  of  thinking,  sad 
appears  also  to  have  been  the  orders  and  ioseriie- 
tions  of  your  Government,  when,  in  yoor  note  of 
the  26th  August  last,  you  were  pleased  to  say  to 
my  predecessor,  "I  am  specially  iostrnctedto  dis- 
cuss and  to  settle  with  your  excellency  aU  the 
ancient  causes  of  misunderstanding,  as  well  u 
the  questions  growing  out  of  recent  oecurreacfs, 
which  are  of  a  character  unfavorable  to  the  ob- 
ject in  view;|*  and  in  another  part  you  add:  '^  A 
frank  exposition  of  all  the  grounds  of  eompfadnt  is 
at  once  tne  most  just  and  most  judicious  eooree; 
for,  to  suppress  or  to  smother  any  of  them,  in 
condescension  to  temporary  consideratioai^  >*  ^^^ 
to  leave  the  seeds  of  ruture  discord,  aad  is  substi- 
tute palliatives  and  expedients  for  smtislaeUHy  and 
solid  arrangements." 

Though  the  urgent  occupations  whieh  at  ihsi 
time  engaged  the  attention  of  the  nuiniatry  did  act 
allow  of  Its  entering  with  yoa  into  the  desired 
discussion,  yet  His  Majesty  did  not  disapprove  of 
the  method  and  idea  proposed  by  70a;  oa  the 
contrary,  the  very  same  served  as  a  role  for  the 
conduct  prescribed  to  Don  Luis  de  Onia,  the  scat 
of  negotiation  only  being  chanced ;  that  is,  in- 
stead of  its  being  carried  on  at  Madrid  betweea 
you  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  His  Majesty, 
It  was  to  be  carried  on  at  Washingum  •  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  there  and  the  Miaisier  of 
the  King. 

Don  Luis  de  Onis,  to  whom  was  prescribed  iIm 
said  conduct  adequate  to  your  nropoaitioa,  coold 
not  but  notice  the  considerable  uiffereoce  betweci 
what  he  had  been  thus  advised  of,  and  the  mani- 
festatien  whkh  was  forthwith  made  10  him  hf 
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that  GoFctnoMOt,  of  its  cmistderiDg  mmj  ditens* 
sioo  to  be  uaeleiB,  siflce  it  was  not  to  be  presamed 
tbat  eitber  perty  would  cban^  its  opinion ;  and 
this  eireomstuiee  has  been  one  of  the  motircs 
which  has  obli^  him  to  solicit  iostractioos  more 
'suited  to  the  present  dispositions  manifested  by 
that  GoTemment,  as  I  bad  the  honor  tQ  state  to 
you  in  mv  note  of  the  16th  instant. 

I  fire  doe  weiffht  to  what  yoo  are  pleased  to 
indicate  to  me  relatiTe  to  yoar  situation  after  the 
occurrences  which  haFC  interrened ;  but  I  also 
think  that,  animated  with  the  same  zeal  for  the 
true  ioteicst  of  our  Gtoremments,  we  may  in  a 
short  time  do  much,  and,  without  considerably 
retarding  the  departure  of  Don  Lub  Noeil.  we 
may  arnve  at  some  conclusiTe  result^  or  at  least 
facilitate  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiation. 

In  my  opinion,  the  object  wouul  be  promoted 
by  a  short  diseussion,  in  which  we  shall  establish 
the  points  of  controrersy,  and  the  respective 
grounds  of  them,  before  presenting  any  plan  of 
arran^inent ;  but  if  yoa  think  differently,  I  have 
no  objection  to  make  out  a  project  of  arrange- 
ment though  it  will  carry  with  it  the  inconre- 
nienee  of  not  having  been  preceded  by  an  ex* 
amination  of  the  solid  fotmaations  on  which,  I 
believe  I  am  able  to  support  it;  at  the  same 
time,  the  iastructions  which  Don  Luis  Noeli  is 
to  carrjT  to  the  Minister,  Onis,  will  be  preparing ; 
for  the  intention  of  His  Majesty  is,  that  no  means 
or  mode  shall  be  neglected  which  may  produce 
an  arrangement,  provided  that  the  conditions  of 
jl  be  compatible  with  the  interest  of  his  vassals 
and  the  honor  of  his  Qrown.    I  renew,  4bc. 

JOSB  PIZARRO. 


Jfr*.  Erving  to  Mr,  Pizarrth 

Maorio,  July  29,  1817. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterdav 
evening  your  excellency's  note  of  the  87th 
instant. 

Respecting  what  is  contained  in  my  note  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  proposal  which 
yon  were  pleased  to  make  to  me  in  your  note  of 
the  16th  instant,  you  obser?e,  that  though  a  prolix 
diseussion  of  the  several  points  in  question  be- 
tween our  two  Governments  may  be  avoided, 
yet  that,  previous  to  any  project  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  them  being  presented,  it  might  be  well 
for  us  to  enter  into  some  examination,  and  coase 
lo  some  agreement  upon  each  of  them.  You 
deem  this  mode  to  be  necessary  for  the  justihca- 
lion  of  our  proceedings  before  our  respective 
Oovemments.  and  you  conclude  that  it  is  the 
one  which  I  bad  in  view  in  my  note  to  your  pre- 
decessor of  August  26, 1816.  You  go  on  to  re- 
mark, that  though  the  urgent  occupations  of  that 
Minister  at  the  time  prevented  his  adopting  my 
p\aa,  yet  the  same  was  given  for  a  rule  of  Mr. 
Onit's  conduct  in  the  negotiation  then  trans- 
ferred to  Washington :  and  that  it  was  not  till 
Mr.  Onto  found  the  Government  of  the  United 
Butes  indisposed  to  renew  diacusasions  on  sub- 
jeeu  which  had  been  so  completely  exhausted, 
that  he  thought  proper  to  send  home  for  such 


further  instructions  as  might  enable  him  to  treat 
in  the  mode  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Your  excellency  will  permit  me  to  remind  you 
that  all  the  principal  points  put  forward  in  my 
above»mentioned  note  to  Mr.  Cevallos  had  been 
most  minutelv  and  repeatedly  examined  and 
debated,  and  that  one  of  them  had  been  adjusted 
by  a  convention  made  here  in  the  year  1802^ 
during  the  ministrv  and  through  the  agency  of 
Mr.  Ce?allo9  himself;  that,  subsequently,  viz :  in 
the  year  1805,  Mr.  Cevallos  being  still  Minister, 
the  United  States^  with  a  desire  of  resulating 
bv  treaty  all  those  questions,  sent  Mr.  Monroe 
(late  SecreUiry  of  State)  a  Minister  Extraordinarv 
to  this  Court ;  and  that,  in  the  negotiations  which 
then  took  place  at  Araniuez,  all  that  learning 
and  ingenuity  could  produce  was  exhausted  in 
controversy.  Little  remained  then  for  me  but 
to  reproduce  the  subjects  of  complaint,  and  to  sup- 
port them,  wherever  xkej  might  be  contested,  by 
the  ample  materials  which  had  been  furnished 
by  those  who  had  gone  before  me.  At  the  same 
time  a  reasonable  hope,  founded  on  the  assur- 
ances of  Mr.  Onis,  was  entertained  by  my  €k>v- 
ernment  that  the  Spanish  Cabinet  would  readily 
consent  to  forego  all  irritating  questions;  the 
same  sentiment  was,  therefore,  expressed  in  mj 
commimication  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  and  it  had  evi- 
dentljr  a  view  to  the  prompt  termination  of  the  ne- 

Sotiation.  As  to  the  motives  which  may  have  in- 
uced  Mr.  Cevallos  to  decline  n^otiation,  I  am 
bound  to  consider  as  valid  those  which  your  excel- 
lency has  offered.  They  are  not,  however,  such  as 
he  thought  proper  to  allege  in  his  note  to  me  of 
September  15, 1816.  He  founds  his  determina- 
tion on  a  passage  io  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr. 
Onis  of  June  10th  ;  the  very  letter  in  which  the  # 
Secretary  of  State,  after  expressing  his  xegret 
that  Mr.  Onis  had  not  power  to  negotiate,  in- 
forms him  of  my  appointment  for  that  purpose. 
How  Mr.  Ce?allos  could  have  construed  this 
into  a  desire  of  the  President  to  remove  the  ne- 
gotiation to  Washiaftton,  thus  rendering  useless 
the  instruction  which  it  was  announced  had  just 
been  given  to  me,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture ;  but  certain  it  is  that  no  other  plea  was 
offered  for  the  very  extraordinary  measure  then 
taken  than  His  Majesty's  desire  to  accede  to  the 
wishes  of  the  President. 

I  uaderstand  your  excellency  to  intimate  that 
the\plan  of  negotiation  proposed  by  me  to  Mr. 
Cevallos  having  been  approved  by  His  Majesty, 
and  given  to  Bdr.  Onis  as  a  rule  for  his  conduct, 
no  change  of  policy  or  disposition  in  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  inferred  from  its  removing  the  ne- 
gotiation to  Washinaton— that  it  was  a  mere 
change  as  to  place,  wEich  is  not  important. 

On  this  your  excellency  must  allow  me  to  ob- 
serve that  Mr.  Onis  himself,  after  he  had  received 
his  powers,  confessed,  in  a  note  of  February  10th 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  what  had  passed  between  Mr.  Ceval- 
los and  me.  If  you  wal  revert  to  the  correspond- 
ence, you  will  nod  abundant  proof  that  Mr.  Onis 
was  'no(  placed  in  the  situation  which  you  hare 
supposed. 
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lu  my  note  to  Mr.  Ocvailos  of  AogostM,  i91€i, 
I  mm  told  ihat  I  was  *'  speeiaiiir  iottrneted  to  dis* 
enas  and  to  settle."  Id  that  of  September  19th, 
that  I  could  ^  in  no  case  be  aoder  tne  necessity  of 
referring  to  my  OoTcromeat  for  fuiore  instruo* 
tioBs."  4m.  I  ezpreasiy  asked  the  Minister  whrnt 
ther  it  was  His  Majesty's  intentioa  to  place  Mr. 
Oois  "  in  a  position  equally  fayotable  to  the  spee- 
dy adjustment  of  our  diffncncea."  Mr.  Cevallos 
did  not  pretend  thai  such  was  his  intention';  and, 
in  fact,  we  find  by  Mr.  Onis's  eorresnoDdenee  in 
several  places,  but  most  diatinetly  in  nia  letter  qf 
February  Slst  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
had  no  inetmttions  whatcFer.  In  that  of  Pebra* 
ary  10th,  he  eren  makes  conjeoturea  bs  to  the 
mode  in  which  they  may  have  miscarried ;  in  that 
same  letter  he  ako  makes  coojeotttfes  as  to  thie 
motives  which  hie  QoTerament  may  have  had 
for  transferring  the  aegotiations  to  Washington. 
And  thus,  sir,  it  is  also  made  erident  that  Mr. 
Onis  has  seat  home  for  instructions,  because  he 
had  them  not;  ooi  because  he  has  made  any  new 
difcoFery  as  to  the  Tiews  of  the  American  Ghiy- 
ernment  with  rcapeet  to  the  mode  of  eondueting 
the  negotiationa. 

Certainly,  after  all  the  discuastons  which  had 
taken  place  upon  all  the  points  in  contest  between 
the  two  countries,  it  was  no  extraTagant  expecta- 
tion in  the  QoTemment  of  the  United  States  that 
the  Spanish  Oo?ernment  was  pmpared  foe  an  ar» 
langemeaty  and  that  no  more  time  was  ta  he  lost 
in  rceonsideisog  matters  which  had  been  so  often 
considered.  Yet,  withal,  in  eonsentlnc,  in  the  year 
18ie,  to  treat  in  this  way  with  Mr.  Onis  himself 
OS  the  ^eat  question  of  boundariesi  the  claims  of 
the  United  Siatea  on  that  point  are  very  particu- 
larly insisted  en  in  the  Seeretadry  of  Stat^  letter 
to  Mr.  Onis  of  June  10th  of  the  eame  year.  I  beg 
kare  to  call  your  excellency^  attention  to  that 
kttec  It  was  after  that  attempt  to  seule  the  point 
liad  failed,  from  the  impossibility  of  oomiag  to  an 
•greemeat,  created  by  the  very  extraordinary 
pvetensions  set  up  by  Mt.  Onis,  and  after  he  had 
ileolined  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  the 
datms  of  the  United  States  on  accouDt  of  epoliar 
tftons  and  the  suppression  of  the  depoeite  ait  New 
Orleans,  that  theSecteiafy  of  State  wrote  to  him 
the  letter  of  January  85th,  which  your  excellency 
has  quoted;  and  even  in  that  very  letter  he  anew 
iuTitee  Mr.  Onis  to  negotiate  on  the  points  men- 
tioned in  his  nrecediog  letter  of  January  Uth. 

Your  excellency  will  tee,  dien,  that  the  Amer* 
icm  GoTernment  haa  never  avoided  discussioO) 
when  it  nUght  tend  to  any  useful  purpose,  but  that 
it  haa  avoided  all  controversy  which  could  pi»- 
duee  nothing  but  irritation  ^  and  that  it  deeliaed 
to  continue  to  agitate  these  questions  with  Mr. 
Oan  only  when  it  saw  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  terminate  them  by  an  arrangement. 

Had  Mr.  Cevallos  made  to  me  the  proposal 
whach  your  exctfUeacy  now  makes,  I  had  read- 
ily accepted  of  it,  and  I  pieeume  that  it  might 
have  led  to  a  happy  result;  bat,  by  the  course 
wlUch  that  Minister  look,  I  have  been  left  in  a 
sttuatio9  of  peculiar  delicaey ;  and  af  this  I  per- 
ceive that  you  are  fully  aware.    It  is  not  im  my 


power  to  treat  these  saljeets  now  na  I  wvoM  baie 
trenled  them  at  that  time ;  this  were  to  tianslcr 
the  negotiation  to  Madrid,  the  tneoBvenienees  of 
which!  have  pointed  out  in  my  note  of  the  19th 
instant.  To  this  purpose  my  instraetioBs  are 
not  competent.  It  is  therefore  t^t,  though  aai-* 
mated  by  the  same  eonciliaa>ry  diapositions  whidi 
are  manifested  by  your  exeellencyy  and  though 
equally  anxious  to  oaatrihute  lo  the  desired  re- 
sult, I  have  yet  felt  myself  obUgad  to  confine 
myself  to  the  simple  proposal  eomaiBed  ia  mj 
last  note. 

You  are  now  occupied  in  foraaiag  inatsuatioas 
to  Mr.  Onis,  which,  as  you  are  pleased  loexplaii^ 
are  to  be  calcuhited  to  enable  that  Miniatcf  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  tiie  Qovennient  of  i!he 
United  States  on  principles  of  reeipioeal  accom- 
modation, without  renewing  eontroTetsies  with. 
which  both  parties  ought  to  be  ooaapletdy  fa- 
tigued. That  beiag  so^  it  will  be  qiitte  easy,  u 
it  appears  to  me,  for  your  exceUaDCf  to  accede 
to  my  propoeaL 

Your  iastruetioas  render  diacoesiona  at  Wash* 
iogton  unnecessary  I  they  cannot  thcai  be  oeBes- 
sary  here;  they  will  contain  in  efEeet  the  terms 
of  a  treaty.  The  saaM  mav  then  be  propossi 
here,  with  a  view  to  saviai^  of  time,  nnd  to  avoid- 
iiijl  the  possfible  delays  pointed  oat  ia  y eor  nou 
of  the  16th.  You  will  of  cooraa  foeod  you 
instr notions  on  a  thorongh  knowledge  ef  aeirce* 
dent  dbcussions.  I,  on  my  pnil,  ana  fully  in- 
formed on  the  claiou  of  m^  Ctovemaaant.  Yea 
ate  also  well  acqimiaited  with  the  extern  of  those 
claims^  and  af  ihe  giouad  en  which  they  rtpoea. 
I  can  Imve  nothing  new  to  offer  to  you  on  the 
subject.  We  bring  into  our  commuakauona  a 
reciprocal  spirit  of  conciliation,  and  a  mutual 
conviction  that  the  questians  In  dispute  are  sus> 
ceptible  of  an  ad^tment  which  will  ettablish 
on  a  solid  foundation  tha  friendly  lektions  be- 
tween the  two  countries*  Your  excellency  oai^ 
not  fail  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  your  Sover- 
eign, whose  daily  orders  you  hnve  the  advaacage 
orieeeiving ;  and  I,  on  my  part,  doubt  act  bot 
that,  in  aoeeptiag  an  atcangemeni  which  shall 
seoure  the  righu  and  hoaor  of  the  United  Stales, 
I  shall  meet  with  tha  approbation  of  siy  Gavar»> 
meat. 

I  renew  to  your  exoeUeiney  assuraneeai  dtc 

Q.  W.  £RYlNa 


Dmi  JhH  Pixarro  to  1^.  Srviag. 

PaLAOg,  AgguH  17, 1$17: 
Sin :  In  answer  to  your  esteemed  note  ef  tha 
89th  ultimo,  and  to  conform  with  your  wishes, 
I  shall  proeeed  to  preaent  you  in  this  letter  with 
my  ideas  as  to  the  plan  of  an  afoag  ameot  whaeh 
may  at  oMe  tcrmiaate  in  a  frieiidly  way,  with 
leeiprocil  utility,  aad  without  leaving  seede  ef 
discord  ibr  the  future,  all  the  qneations  p^yiijiffg 
between  the  two  Gtovernments.    My  desiie  to 
pleud  you  hnhiees  me  ta  make  it  in  thb  form, 
although  1  am  petsuaded  that  any  aaethod  of  pro* 
eeeding  is  prsaaaiwe  which  deviates  from  xhet 
iadicatad  in  yoar  lener  of  AggouM  ef  the  ' 
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year;  and  that  the  sQre  method  of  arriving  nt  (he 
arraogement  desired  is,  as  I  bad  the  honor  to  tell 
jroQ  in  my  note  of  the  l^th  of  Jane  hisL  "to  take 
for  oor  goide  the  perfect  knowledge  of  the  right 
of  each  party,  modified  by  considerations  of  re- 
ciprocal utility." 

Allow  me  to  observe,  first  of  all,  that  you  are 
pleased  to  express  in  support  of  the  mode  of  think- 
ing of  yoor  Qoveroment,  as  to  the  points  of  dis- 
CDssroD  iiaring  been  exhausted  in  the  negotiation 
at  Araojaez  in  the  year  1805,  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  altogether  well  founded ;  fori  siiwe  thai 
epoch,  so  great  is  the  mass  of  docopents  and  au- 
thentic and  indisputable  proofs,  as  well  French 
as  Spanish,  which  His  Majesty  has  collected 
respecting  the  subjects  of  that  discussion,  and 

EartieolarTy  relative  to  the  western  booudary  of 
louisiana,  that  I  doubt  whether  there  be  a  point 
which  is  susceptible  of  more  exact  and  rigorous 
demonstralioD  than  the  determination  of  the  di- 
vidio|  line,  which  has  separated  fand  separates) 
Louisiana  from  the  province  of  Texas  and  the 
other  Spanish  possessions  in  that  part  of  the  conti- 
nent, as  I  wiU  have  the  honor  to  show  you  in  the 
svent  of  our  entering  particularly  into  the  exam- 
ination of  this  questicfn. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  already  intimated 
in  my  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  as  you  have 
previously  acknowledged  in  yours  of  the  26th 
August,  the  circumstances  that  have  occurred 
since  the  year  1805  haye  considerably  altered  the 
liBie  of  the  ^estion  in  nearly  all  the  points  of 
ronfroversy. 

To  be  conTineed  of  this,  it  wilt  suffice  to  re- 
Sect  on  the  augmentation  since  that  period  of 
he  claims  for  indemnity  on  account  of  losses,  in- 
juries, and  harm  soflTered  by  the  Government  and 
subjects  of  the  two  eonotries  in  consequence  of 
he  excesses  committed  by  individuals  of  both 
lations  against  the  law  of  nations  and  the  exist- 
ing treaty.  You,  on  your  part,  in  your  aforemen- 
lioned  note  of  the  2^h  August^  indicate  some  of 
these,  and  I  wilt  not  enter  here  into  the  details  of 
;hose  which  His  Maiesty  and  Spanish  subjects 
iave  lo  r^laim  on  their  part,  not  only  because 
ibis  detail  would  be  pow  inopportune,  but  because 
the  claims  on  both  sides  are  to  be  subjected  to 
tile  examination  and  judgment  of  the  mixed  eom- 
mission  which  may  be  established  to  decide  on 
theoi. 

Besides  this,  posterior  to  the  year  1805.  the  ex- 
traordinary event  has  occurred  of  His  Majesty^ 
having  been  unexpectedly  deprived,  in  the  year 
1810,  luring  his  captivity,  of  the  pacific  possession 
in  which  he  was  of  that  part  of  West  Florida 
which  is  between  the  river  Iberville,  the  lakes 
Maarepas,  Poofchartrain,  and  Borgne,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  river  Perdido,  on  the  other.  When 
the  indisputable  pr<^rty  of  His  Majesty  in  the 
said  temiory  was  demonstrated,  it  was  proved 
that  Spain  did  not  acquire  it  of  France  in  1763; 
that  she  received  it  of  England  in  1783  by  a  sol- 
emn treaty ;  that  it  was  not,  and  could  not  tie, 
comprehended  in  the  *^  retrocession  of  Louisiana'' 

made  to  France  in  the  year  1800;  that  the  Gor- 
eroment  of  France  "  has  declared  so  officially,** 


and  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  well  to  Spain 
as  to  the  United  States ;  that  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1778  between  France  and  the  United 
States  opposes  itself  expressly  to  the  (xequuiiion 
by  Frasice  (though  she  bad  attempted  it)  of  said 
territory  from  Spain  in  1800 ;  that  the  royal  ced- 
ula  of  His  Majesty,  issued  in  Barcelona  on  the 
15th  October,  180^,  for  the  delivery  of  Louisiana, 

i which  royal  cednla  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
l*rench  Government  before  the  United  States 
thought  of  acquiring  the  colony,)  did  not  con- 
template the  delivery  of  territory  east  of  the 
Mississippi  other  than  that  ofUle^  island  of  New 
Orleanafi 

To  these  grounds,  which  have  established,  and 
do  establish,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  property 
of  His  Majesty  in  the  said  territory,  may  be  ado- 
ed  those  of  his  pacific  possession  without  inter- 
ruption. The  delivery  of  Louisiana  took  place 
without  the  least  idea  haTing  occurred  to  the 
French  commissioners,  who  received  it  of  His 
Majesty  for  the  pur|>ose  of  delivering  it  to  the 
United  States,  of  aspiring  to  the  possession  of  the 
territory  between  the  Iberville  and  the  Perdido ; 
Spain  continued,  in  the  years  following  the  de- 
livery, exercising  over  it  all  her  authority,  and 
the  United  States  respected  this  possession.  A 
certain  custom-house  regulation  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  j^ear  1804,  which  seemed  to  contain 
some  expressions  susceptible  of  an  equivocal 
meaning  as  to  the  rights  of  His  Majesty  in  the 
territory  of  Mobile,  was  declaimed  against  on  thf 
part  of  the  King,  and  the  United  States  agreeil 
to  give  a  satisfactory  and  honorable  explanation 
as  to  the  said  elpressioos.  Whatever  mirht  be 
then,  in  that  state  of  things,  the  pretension  of  right 
which  might  be  formed  aj;ainst  it,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  conform  to  the  principles  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  enforce  that  pretension*  by  mearu 
of  ocfa.  and,  in  troth,  it  was  a  painful  duty  for  the 
fattbM  Ministers  of  His  Majesty,  on  his  return 
fVom  his  captivity,  to  explain  to  him  by  what 
means  and  circumstances  he  had  been  deprived 
of  the  peacefol  possession  of  the  greater  part  of 
West  Florida  without  war,  or  any  other  supula- 
tion  which  could  authorizCj  having  preceded  it. 

The  S^ng,  attributing  this  extraordinary  event 
to  the  civcumstanoes  (also  extraordinary)  of  the 
epoch  which  had  Intervened,  flattered  himself 
that  the  United  States  would  not  defer  placing 
things  in  the  state  which  they  were  in  at  the  time 
he  left  Ills  dominions,  and  the  invasion  of  the 
Peninsula  by  Bonaparte.  The  glory,  and  eren 
t'he  interests  of  the  United  States^  might  equally 
incline  them  to  this  restitution;  for  a  recent  and 
costly  experience  has  made  the  world  see  that 
there  ate  no  acquisitioas  of  territory,  however 
extetisive.  which  can  compensate  the  advantages 
to  rAult  ifVom  the  reputation  which  those  Gov- 
ern menta  acquire  who  regulate  their  operations 
by  principles  conservatory  of  order  and  justice. 

With  these  ideas,  the  King  directed  his  Minis- 
ter at  Washington  that,  before  he  entered  into 
the  discussiotis  which  bad  remained  pending,  he 
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shoaM  solicit  the  rettoration  of  aAira  ia  the  state 
in  which  they  were  at  the  time  of  his  ahseotiog 
himself.  This  prelim ioarir  step  appeared  corre- 
spondent to  the  decorum  of  His  Majesty,  and  the 
United  States  could  ool  fail  to  aclinowled^e  it 
to  be  so;  it  being  fery  certain  that  the  delicate 
honor  of  the  American  Got ernment  would  not 
consent,  in  a  similar  casi^  to  enter  into  other  ne- 
gotiaiioDs,  finding  itself  inqoieted  in  the  pacific 
possession  of  even  one  mile  of  its  acknowledged 
territory,  without  first  soliciting  and  obtaining  the 
doe  restoration. 

Notwithstanding  this,  and  that  the  answer  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  19th  January,  1816, 
is  far  from  containing  the  satisfaction  and  resto- 
ration which  Spain  had  reason  to  expect,  His 
Majesty,  to  givt  unequivocal  proofs  of  nis  mod- 
eration, and  of  his  friendly  dispositions  towards 
the  United  States,  without  renouncing — as  he 
does  in  no  way  renounce,  nor  will  renounce,  un- 
less in  the  case  of  some  compromise — the  right  ot 
property  and  i>ossesdion  which  he  has  in  the  said 
territory,  has  judged  fit  not  to  insist  on  his  de- 
mand for  the  present,  in  the  hope  that  this  point, 
though  in  its  nature  it  ought  lo  be  preliminary, 
may  enter  into  the  general  arrangement  with  the 
others;  but  your  penetration  will  acknowledge 
readily  that  on  this  essential  point,  as  in  others, 
the  state  of  the  question  is  not  what  it  was  in 
the  year  1805,  new  occurrences  of  such  impor- 
tance having  taken  place  since  that  period. 

You  ought  not  then  to  be  surprised  that  Don 
Luis  de  Onis,  seeing  himself  in  the  necessity  of 
omitting  all  discussion,  as  well  on  the  points 
already  discussed  in  the  year  1805  as  on  the  more 
recent  occurrences,  and  invited  to  give  his  judg- 
ment on  plans  of  adjustment  presented  by  one  or 
the  other  party,  should  believe  that  the  instruc- 
tions which  he  previously  had  were  insufficient, 
and  even  the  intimation  (avito)  conformable  to 
the  contents  of  your  note  of  the  26th  August, 
which  was  remitted  to  him  with  the  powers;  and 
that  in  this  state  he  conceived  himself  without 
instructions  to  treat  in  the  mode  which,  from  the 
commencement,  he  knew  would  be  agreeable  to 
that  Government;  for,  though  you  are  pleased 
to  say  that  it  was  by  the  note  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  25ib  January  that  Seilor  Onis 
might  observe  that  it  was  desired  to  avoid  all 
further  discussion,  I  observe,  by  the  letters  which 
I  have  from  that  Minister,  that  on  the  6th  Janu- 
ary he  received  the  powers  of  His  Majesty,  and 
that  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month  he  advises 
that  the  Secretary  of  Sute  had  already  in  verbal 
conference  expressed  his  opinion  that  discussion 
was  useless,  and  that  he  had  desired  that  propo- 
sals and  plans  of  arrangement  to  be  made  out, 
which  were  already  making  out  on  the  12th. 

But,  leaving  aside  these  incidents,  whicb  will 
be  settled  by  the  transmission  of  competent  in- 
structions to  Seflor  Onis.  I  go  on  to  propose  to 
you,  as  I  have  offered,  the  principal  conditions 
of  an  arrangement  which,  in  my  opinion,  may 
terminate  with  reciprocal  satisfaction  the  pend- 
ing questions.  Although  these  will  be  sufficient 
to  explaia  my  mode  of  thinkingi  you  will  proba- 


bly notice  that  in  some  points  th€f  are  difinse, 
wnere  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to 
the  right  from  whence  proceeds  the  proposal 
made;  and  that  in  other  places  they  are  soccincc, 
where  I  have  thought  that  details  may  be  omit- 
ted for  the  present  which  it  will  be  Dceesary  to 
enter  into  afterwards,  if  it  be  agreed  to  pat  in 
form  the  transaction,  to  clothe  it  with  the  corre- 
spondent authority ;  in  which  case  we  shall  drav 
it  out  by  common  consent  in  terms  appropriate 
to  our  purpose. 

Frofeci4fetmdiUan$orarHde»cfarramgemenL 

1st.  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  Sutes^ 
carrying  into  effect  the  convention  which  Is  pend- 
ing since  the  year  1802|  oblige  themselves  to  the 
reciprocal  indemnification  of  the  lossesi  injaries^ 
and^  prejudices  produced  to  the  Qoveromeoc  or 
subjects  of  either  country,  in  eonseqaence  of  ex- 
cesses committed  by  individuals  of  either  aaiion 
against  the  law  of  nations  or  the  existing  treaty, 
comprehending  in  this  reciprocal  i^igatioa,  not 
only  the  epoch  to  which  the  said  conveotioa  of 
180@  refers^  but  also  indemnities  for  posterior  ex- 
cesses of  the  same  kind,  committed  by  individaais 
of  either  nation,  from  such  epoch  tui  the  day  in 
which  the  present  convention  shall  be  settled aad 
signed. 

2d.  To  admit,  to  qualify,  to  judge,  and  defi- 
nitely to  decide  on  the  reclamations  of  this  kind 
which  shall  be  presented,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  and  vassals  of  Spain  as  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  a  commission  of  five  naemhers  shall 
be  created,  of  which  two  shall  be  freely  nomi- 
nated by  the  Government  of  the  Unit«l  States, 
and  two  in  the  same  manner  by  the  Ghovernment 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  fifth  by  mutual 
consent ;  and  in  case  both  Governments  cannot 
agree  on  the  person  to  be  designated  for  fifth 
commissioaer,  one  shall  be  named  on  each  side, 
and  the  final  election  of  one  of  theae  be  decided 
by  lot :  but  the  two  persons  so  named  shall  hMrt 
the  following  qualifications :  1st.  They  ahaii  be 
neither  Spaniards  nor  citizensof  the  United  Stateai 
either  by  birth  or  naturalixation.    2d.  They  shall 
be,  by  their  profession  and  actual  oecapaium, 
judges,snch  as  in  maritime  and  commercial  States 
are  accustomed  to  examine  and  decide  in  matters 
of  public  law  and  maritime  affairs,  whether  from 
France,  Sf^land,  Russia,  Austria,  or  the  Low 
Countries.    3d.  The  nomination  of  the  peiaoe 
shall  be  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  the 
Government  of  the  country  to  which  he  belongs, 
by  which  shall  be  accredited  the  opinion  there 
entertained  of  his  integrity  and  sufficiency,  of  his 
quality  and  actual  employment  of  jodfe  in  the 
said  matters,  and  with  a  certainty  that  he  may 
have  permission  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
commission  in  case  the  lot  should  fall  on  him. 

In  case  the  American  Government  shall  prdTer 
that  the  commission  be  composed  of  seven  per- 
sons, then  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  shall  be 
elected  by  the  same  method,  and  have  the  same 
qualifications  as  are  indicated  for  the  fif tk  in  this 
article. 
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3d.  The  fiab9t«Dce  of  the  twaprecediog  articles 
is  taken  almost  literallf  from  the  cooTentioD 
drawn  np  in  180^  and  from  the  same  conf ention 
majr  be  taken,  strictly  to  the  letter,  all  that  is  ex- 
pressed in  it  respecting  the  rules  which  the  com- 
mission is  to  obserTe  from  the  moment  of  its  in- 
stallation till  its  dissdation,  after  the  faithful  and 
impartial  diseharffe  of  its  duty. 

4th.  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  qo  difficulty  in 
conseotiflf  .also,  that  the  same  commission  should 
decide  on  tlie  reclamations  arising  from  the  losses 
said  10  hare  resulted  from  the  suspension  of  the 
deposiie  at  New  Orleans,  decreed  \>y  the  Intend- 
aot  of  Louisiana  in  the  year  1802,  m  the  part  of 
his  decree  which  is  reputed  to  be  contrary  to 
what  is  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1795,  provided 
it  is  not  desired  to  attribute  to  said  suspension 
the  prejudices  produced  by  false  rumors  of  a  sus- 
pension in  the  narigation  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
never  existed,  and  the  rumors  of  an  early  rupture^ 
which  some  bad-intentioned  persons  delighted  to 
propagate  at  that  time,  in  the  taritory  of  the 
United  States ;  for  the  bad  effects  and  prejudices 
resulting  from  such  false  rumors  can  only  be  at- 
tributed to  the  authors  of  them.  ^ 

5th.  His  Catholic  Majesty  having  received  from 
tbe  GovernmeiAt  of  France,  on  different  occasions, 
the  official  and  explicit  declaration  that  the  in- 
juries supposed  to  have  beep  brought  on  the  Gh>v« 
ernment  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the 
French  corsain.  wents,  and  tribunals,  on  the 
coast  of  SpaiUi  had  been  comprehended  and  set- 
tled with  ail  others  in  a  convention  made  in  1800 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  reclamations  of  the  American  Qovernment, 
it  follows,  as  well  from  this  circumstance  as  from 
others  which  were  previously  manifested,  that 
this  point  should  be  excluded  altogether  from  the 
pending  negotiations.  But  if  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  still  insist  in  not  considering 
itself  satisfied  for  the  said  injuries,  the  natural 
course  and  order  of  the  business  appears  to  be, 
and  has  always  been,  that  the  American  Gqvern- 
ment  should  apply  on  it  to  the  Government  of 
France,  (to  whose  advantage,  and  to  that  of  its 
subjects^  the  product  of  those  depredations,  if 
thev  existed,  was  converted ;)  and  His  Majesty, 
f ointting  on  hi$  part  what  is  provided  in  this  case 
b]r  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  obliges 
hiniself  to  employ  his  efforts,  in  union  with  the 
United  States,  to  reclaim  and  cause  to  be  restored 
to  the  Jegitimate  proprietors  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sels and  goods  which  were  taken  from  jthem,  pro- 
vided that  these  reclamations  have  not  been  ex- 
tinguished by  the  said  convention  of  1800,  as 
France  lias  assured  the  Government  of  Spain  in 
its  repeated  communications. 

6ib.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  master  of  Florida, 
East  or  West,  in  all  the  extension  in  which  he 
received  them  from  England  by  the  treaty  of 
1783,  aod  which  they  had  in  possession  of  Great 
Britain  before  said  treatv,  will  be  willicg.  for  his 
part,  to  cede  them  jwith  the  saine  exteiision  to 
the  United  S^tes  of  America,  ift  full  property 
and  perpetual  sovereignty,  provided  that  the  Uni- 
ted &tatea  are  equally  disposed,  on  their  part,  to 


cede  in  the  same  form  to  Hia  Catholic  Majesty 
that  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  situated  to  the 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  the  territory  which 
lies  between  said  river  and  the  well-known  limit 
which  now  separates,  and  has  separated  Louisi* 
ana,  when  France  possessed  it  before  1764,  and 
even  before  the  death  of  the  Eliog  of  Spain. 
Charles  II..  from  the  Spanish  province  called 
Texas ;  so  tnat,  after  these  reciprocal  cessions  are 
verified,  the  course  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from 
its  source  to  where  it  discharges  into  tbe  sea,  will 
be  the  only  limit  of  the  dominions  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  and  those  of  the  United  States ;  and 
though,  the  King  could  wish  that,  in  the  most 
southern  part  of  said  river,  where  it  opens  difiior- 
ent  branches  or  channels  before  discharging  itself 
into  the  sea,  the  separating  line  might  be  contin- 
ued through  the  prtncipal  channel  which  i^asses 
by  New  Orleans,  yet  Ilis  Majesty  desiring,  in  all 
that  depends  on  him,  to  facilitate  tbe  arrange- 
ment, it  inay  be  agreed  and  stipulated  that  the 
dividing  line  in  the  part  where  the  Mississipj^ 
separates  itself  and  flows  into  different  cbanneu 
shall  be  established  towards  the  western  part, 
placing  it  in  the  middle  of  the  arm,  or  channel, 
called Xa  Fourcbe,  to  where  it  discharges  itself 
into  the  sea ;  air  the  delta,  or  ground  of  alluvioD, 
situated  on  tbe  east  of  said  channel  La  Fourche, 
remaining  in  the  power  of  the  United  States. 

7th.  Asy  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  it  is  declared  that,  for  the  future,  all  ces- 
sions^ sales,  or  afienations  of  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory in  America,  shall  be  null  and  of  no*  value, 
Spain  herself  retnainioff  without  power  to  make 
themj  and  England  obTiging  herself  to  aid  the 
Spaniards,  that  the  limits  of  their  dominions  in 
America  should  be  established  and  mainuined  as 
they  were  before  the  decease  of  King  Charlies  II,, 
and  as  the  part  of  the  Floridas  situated  on  the  east 
of  the  river  Perdido  was  a  Spanish  possession  at 
the  time  of  the  decease  of  the  said  King  Charles 
II.,  and  therefore  is  comprehended  in  the  said 
eighth  article  of  tbe  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  his  Catholic  Msjesty  to  effectuate 
by  himself  the  cession  mentioned  in  the  preced* 
ing  article,  without  the  previous  consent  and 
agreement  of  the  Power  or  Powers  interested  in 
tbe  fulfilment  of  tbe  said  Treaty  of  Utrecht;  for 
which  reason  it  will  be  indispensable,  in  case  that 
the  United  States  shall  accede  to  tne  proposed 
arrangement,  to  solicit  and  obtain  the  said  con- 
sent 01  the  Power  or  Powers  interested,  and  the 
derogation  on  this  occasion,  and  for  this  sole  pur* 
pose  of  the  said  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  in  all  other  respects  shall  hereafter  remain 
in  full  force. 

8tb.  It  shall  not  be  permitted  that  vessels  em* 
plo|[ed  in  cruising  and  committing  hostilities 
against  the  Spanish  Government  and  vassals,  or 
their  commerce,  shall  be  armed  or  enter  armed 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  the  vessels 
and  effects  which  such  armed  vessels  may  take 
from  the  vassals  of  His  Majesty,  and  which  may 
be  carried  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Slates,  shall  be  embargoed  and  secured  by  the 
autjioritiea  of  the  same,  and  definitively  delivered 


MM 


AP 


ii;» 


leu 


MUiiumt  mUh  ISfffaHk. 


to  tlie  Minister  or  to  the  Consuf  of  Bis  Msjesf  y 
who  may  be  at  the  oetrest  plaee,  to  hold  at  the 
disposal  of  those  who  may  nrore  that  they  are  the 
legitimate  owners.  And  for  the  purpose  of  pre* 
Tentinf  and  prohibltiof  elandestine  armameois. 
which  may  he  made  in  contravention  of  this  stip^ 
n'lationj  the  United  States  promise  to  give  the 
strictest  orders  to  the  officers  to  whom  it  belongs 
to  wtftch  over  and  frustrate  all  attempts  of  this 
kind^  the  United  States  obliging  themselves  to 
defam  all  suspected  vessels,  without  permitting 
their  departure  till  the  suspicions  respecting  them 
shall  have  been  cleared  up.  or  till  they  have  given 
bonds  to  the  satisfaction  otthe  respective  Consuls 
pf  His  Catholic  Majesty,  guarantying  that  they 
shall  not  commit  such  piracies  and  aggressions 
against  the  vassals  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  who, 
on  his  part,  obliges  himself  to  do  the  same  m  the 
ports  of  Spain  with  respect  to  the  United  Sutes. 

9(h.  It  being  notorious  that  divers  American 
citizens,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
of  the  stipulations  of  the  existing  treaty,  in  its 
artfcleef,  18, 14,  and  16,  hare  occupied  themselves 
for  sometime  past  in  hostilities  against  the  Span- 
ish commerce  and  subjects,  under  the  pretext  and 
cover  of  certain  unknown  flags ;  and  that  others, 
with  equal  irregularity,  have  carried  and  supplied 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  aid  to  the  rebels  of 
some  Spanish  uhramarine  provinces  which  are 
in  a  state  of  insurrection ;  several  of  the  said  cit- 
Ixens  having  gone  to  the  extent  of  taking  arms, 
and  acting  openly  in  support  of  said  insurrection, 
His  Catholic  Majesty  does  not  doubt  but  that  the 
Government  of  the  united  States,  disapproving; 
of  the  conduct  of  the  said  individuals,  and  ani- 
mated by  a  spirit  of  justice,  and  of  a  religious 
et^erranceof  the  law  of  nations  and  of  the  treaty, 
will  oblige  itself,  by  an  article  of  the  present  ar* 
nmgement,  to  promulgate,  and  cause  to  be  exe* 
CUM,  decrees  and  oraers,  which  may  restrain 
and  prevent  such  excesses  in  future ;  in  which 
way,  also,  may  be  avoided  the  reclamations  con- 
sequent on  tbe  injuries  occasioned  by  the  same 
excesses.  And  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  just  re<- 
Ctprocity,  will  oblige  himself,  on  his  part^  to  re- 
press and  prevent,  in  the  same  form,  whatever 
excesses  of  the  same  or  a  similar  nature  his  vas- 
sals may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  preiudice  of  the 
Ooverni&eiit  and  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  tbeir  commerce. 

The  preceding  articles  pr  conditions  fulfil,  In 
nay  opinion,  the  proposed  object,  and  embrace 
Whatever  is  essential  to  terminate  honorably,  and 
Wil^h  reciprocal  utility,  the  pending  discossions^ 
fsr  ihouffh  there  are  some  points  of  secondary 
and  subaltern  importance  which  ought  also  to  be 
oomprefaeaded  in  the  arrangement,  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  opportune  to  enter  into  them  tHl  we 
are  agreed  on  the  most  essential  articles;  and 
these,  if  the  ease  should  happen  to  clothe  them 
with  due  authority,  we  will  draw  out  by  common 
consent,  explaining  them  with  the  clearness,  ex- 
aetneas,  and  preeistaa  which  is  requisite  in -a 
transaction  so  important  in  itself  and  in  its  con- 
sequences. 

by  this  communicatioo  whieb,  pursuant  to 


your  suggestion,  Ihare  the  honor  to  sake  yon 
as  to  the  ideas  of  the  €tovemment  sf  Spilo, « 
an  arrangement  or  settlement  of  all  thi  peodlog 
points,  you  will  acknowledge  the  dii|Mitioi  of 
His  Maiesty  to  terminate,  in  a  maaaer  ntii6e- 
tory  and  reciprocally  useful,  the  diHefemesvUeh 
have  arisen ;  but  if  the  Americaa  Gorenmeii, 
or  you,  who  have  •been  pleased  tooB&ifesitone 
that  you  ore  instructed  in  its  iatmdsos,  sImoU 
not  nnd,  in  this  project,  the  reeipranl  utility 
which  Spain  has  believed  to  exiit  iait;  intbii 
case  the  King,  constant  to  give  preoAof  t^e  rae* 
tttude  of  his  intentions,  propeiei,  ii  tb«  stoM 
spirit,  another  just,  honorable,  im  eeMilitiorj 
method,  which  the  gobd  fhith  ef  the  Ameriein 
Government  cannot  decline ;  for  it  it  that  wkicii 
is  commonly  adopted  by  civilized  attiouvhA 
ibty  proceed  with  asiacereinteDtioit0«ttle,iD 
a  friendly  and  impartial  mode,  tbdr  difmBees. 
This  mode,  by  which  will  be  ako  tfsidci  the 
inconvenience  pointed  out  by  the  Anwricu  8m- 
retary  of  State  to  the  Miniifer,  Oeii,  ansiof  ffoa 
tbe  dtflleolty  of  overcoming,  in  diseiuNois.  tk 
attachment  and  tenacity  of  eachpartyio  in  op^ 
ions,  and  to  the  pretensions  iniieli  tkcf  Ian 
already  ndvaneed,  4s  no  other  thaa  to tM^n^ 
both  sides,  the  points  in  qnestion.  and  tkesrMin 
of  them,  to  the  examination  and  imptrtiti  w 
ment  or  one  or  more  Powers  ffiendlf  totheUiv 
ted  States  and  to  Spain,  ehoaen  br  eonaoocn- 
sent,  and  wbo  shall  definitively  decide  apoBW 
justice  and  extent  of  the  pretensioaser  kothwf* 
emmenls;  to  which  end  there  shall  beMffff 
the  United  States  and  by  Spain  ceaiaii^ieff 
to  inform  the  Power  or  Powers  eho«  <wim- 
trators  of  their  respective  rights,  each  «Sig|QS 
in  advance  to  abide  by  their  decisioos;  ot  oimtj 
wise  that,  by  common  consent,  they  (two pirM) 
should  solicit  the  mediation  of  one,  t*^)^.^ 
Powers,  friendly  to  both,  that  by  nesat  of  m 
impartial  intervention  we  may  arrire  tt  tke  de- 
sired arrangement.     The  United  StsteianM 
but  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  thii  ji^l^ 
which,  besides  that  it  carries  with  it  i^ttw^ 
ter  of  good  faith,  is  aobstantially  the  »»£  vkM«| 
in  a  similar  ease,  the  American  GoverDaetini 
adopted  for  the  deciding  of  points  of  the  tts^n- 
ture,  in  the  articlas  4,  6, 6,  nod  T  of  ihetntfj 
concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  94th  Deeeober,  »i^ 
between  the  United  Slates  nnd  QMatBriuni. 
I  persuade  myself  that  in  «U  I  have  «u  |« 
wiH  see,  and  yourOovernment  will  ^k<,^ 
dent  proofs  of  the  real  desires  which  aoiaif*^ 
Majesty  to  live  in  harmony  with  the Jn^ 
States,  establishing  for  the  ibtnre  as  tm^ 
things  of  a  natave  to  av^d  the  easy  repfsdwUf* 
of  motives  of  disagreement.  I  hope  <hst  ye"||^ 
in  the  disagreeable  event  of  not  eonsiderii^ir^' 
self  to  be  suffieiently  authorised  to  eoaelBtf  ^^ 
me  here  the  desired  nrraogeaaent  in  the«Ds« " 
the  articles  stated,  or  to  agreo  to  the  deca|o*^ 
arbitration,  or  to  the  mediatiott  whiek  H* 
proposed,  in  reporting  to  the  QovemmcvtMj. 
Uaibed  Slates  this  commttnteaiioa,  wiU»^;* 
to  support  it  with  the  obaervations  whicft  !^ 
known  earneffttteaa  to  pmoaoto  the  hanaosf  »■ 
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MWipqi<y  of  botk  coottriei  viU  dielata,  so  thai 
Doo  Luis  De  Obis,  to  whom  will  b*  sent  iaoinic- 
tioM  aaftlogwis  to  the  pfinciples  of  joBlioe  umA 
mntOAl  conveBWDce  which  I  hATe  laid  dowD  in 
this  loitor,  may  fiad  greater  faellittes  for  arriTiag 
at  the  destfed  ol^eet*  and  thas  we  may  both  tee 
eeubliahed,  opon  solid  and  permaoeat  ground, 
harmoB]^^  becweea  two  nalions  whioh  ha?e  the 
greatest ioterest  in preserFiag it, and  noaein  leav* 
ing  seeds  of  discord,  prod  need  rather  by  ttoforta* 
nate  jcirenmttaBcfs  than  by  the  intention  of  their 
respeetiro  GkivarnmeniB. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  withoot  manifest^ 
iag  to  yoa  aooiher  signal  proof  of  the  friendly 
disposuiona  of  His  Majesty  towards  the  United 
Stales;  aii4  that  is,  that  the  re-cataUishment  of 
the  $taiu  qtto  of  1793,  and  the  annnlment  of  va- 
rioas  inaoTations  and  politieal  ohaoges,  intro- 
dneed  by  the  abhorred  tymat  of  Franoe  in  the 
epoch  of  his  fatal  domination^  baring  been  ac- 
kirawledfed  bv  all  the  Powers  as  a  base  toseewre- 
the  peaee  of  the  world ;  and,  on  the  other  head, 
it  being  evident  the  artifice  with  which  he  (Na- 
pokooj  foreed  freoft  Spaii^  Louisiana,  under  pre- 
text of  an  iUoaocy  exchange,  as  also  the  promise 
which  he  made,  aiwl  sooa  uter  brakes  aac  to  alien* 
ate  that  colony ;  the  King,  my  master,  notwithr 
suuding  these  considerations,  aad  that  aeither 
the  kingdeaa  of  Etroria,  nor  aay  eqaivalent  for 
lAoatsiana,  dtameaibered  from  his  doniaioos^  has 
been  secuted  tahim,  or  for  the  other  saciifioea 
made  at  the  same  time,  has  abstained  from  mak* 
iag  any  demaad  on  this  point,  on  thegcoaad  of 
ike HaiUfMQ  of  1782;  on  the  contrary,  is  disposed, 
if  the  United  States  desire  it,  to  renew,  by  an  ex* 
press  article  of  the  convention,  in  which  the  pand- 
iog  questions  shall  be  settled,  the  past  stipulations 
respecting  Louisiana,  correcting  bv  this  means 
whatever  defect  they  might  have  been  affected 
with  in  their  origin, 
I  profit  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  &c. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


JSrrtiig  to  Don  Jott  Pizatmt* 

MAoaiD,.i^|gtM£  19, 1817. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  hooar<  to  receive  yoor 
exeeUenei's  letter  of  the  17ih  insuni,  in  which 
you  are  pleased  to  commnnieate  to  me  the  out- 
line of  soeh  a  plan  of  adjustaoeat  of  the  several 
qoestioos  existing  between  the  two  Qovemments 
aa  jroa  bdiefe  to  be  well  calcnUied  to  efieciaate 
our  commoa  object  of  restoi^ng  a  perfect  good 
understanding,  and  laying  a  fpoiidation  for  per* 
feet  haxmony. 

As,  in  my  notes  of  19th  and  29th  July,  I  have 
ially  explained  to  yon  the  absolute  impossibility 
in  which  I  have  beea  piacedi  by  the  transfer  of 
the  negotiation^  to  Washington,  of  entering  with 
yon  into  regolar  discussions,  and  as  yqur  excei- 
leocy  haa  well  understood,  and  had  due  consider- 
ation for  the  motives  which  have  determined  the 
esQTse  that  I  have  observed  in  this  respect,  I 
might  with  propriety  now  confine  myself  to  the 
mer^y  aaaanng  yon  that  I  am  not  able  to  accede 
to  the  basia  which  yoo  have  peo^esad,  aad^  taklag 
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that  basis  as  the  result  of  the  delibarationa  ef 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  cabinet,  to  the  expresstoo 
of  my  very  sincere  regret  that  it  diOfers  so  widely 
from  what  would  be  reasonable  in  the  view  of  n^ 
Government,  I  might  add,  that  even  if  I^were 
aathorixed  anew  to  engage  in  these  discissions, 
yoor  excellency's  project  would  scarcely  offer 
me  a  hope  of  coming  to  such  an  arranaemeat  as 
might  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  United 
Stales ;  for,  as  appears  to  me,  in  its  leadiag  ffla^ 
tores,  it  does  but  lormalize  the  views  n^re  loosely 
expoaed  by  Mr.  Oni&  on  which  the  opinion  of 
my  Qoverament  has  been  already  pronounced. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  induced,  by  the  manaer  in 
which  ^onr  excellency  has  stated  the  peetensioas 
of  Spain  as  well  as  by  respect  for  your  persoaal 
obaraeter,  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  chief 
articles  of  yoor  project,  that  you  nuy  thus  be* 
the  more  ooiupletely  eoavtaced  that  it  is  out  of 
my  power  to  adopt  it.  aad  in  the  hope  that  your 
dbpositioas  to  conoiliatieu  may  induce  yon.  to 
model  yoor  instructions  to  Mr.  Onia  on  a  plan 
altogether  different. 

jA^id,  first,  permit  me  to  correct  a  nusappre^ 
hension  in  which  your  excellency  seems  to  have 
fallen  with  regard  to  my  note  of  August  26,1816y 
to  yeur  predecessor.     lou  think  that  I  hare 
therein  acknowledged  that  oceurreaces  which 
have  passed  since  the  negotiations  at  Araniuea^ 
in  the  year  1805,  have  considerably  alccred  the 
state  ol'  the  questioo  on  nearly  all  the  potats  of 
cotttrovemy.  In  the  commeoeement  of  that  note, 
after  auaounciag  the  dispositioii  of  the  President 
to  eater  into  arrangeanents  which  should  lay  the 
foundation  for  a  lastiag  good  intelligence  between 
the  two  coontnes,  I  informed  Mr.  Cevallos  that 
I  was  ^  specially  ustrucled  to  discuss  aad  to  ses< 
tie"  all  causes  of  misunderstanding,  as  well  of 
ancient  as  of  recent  date.    I  thea  proceeded  to 
state  the  principal  points  on  which  I  Was  so  au* 
thorized  to  negotiate,  aad^  finally,  more  coactsely 
to  eannieiate  those  before  alloded  to  as  of  recent 
dale ;  it  was  my  iatention  to  show  that  the  causes 
of  complaint  had  multiplied  and  been  aggravated, 
but  not  that  the  state  of  the  question  oa  the  points  . 
which  hsd  been  previously  discossedat  Araajuex 
had  been  thereby  altered ;  nor  can  I  now  seC}  In 
the  cireamstaoces  particularized  by  your  excel* 
leoey  as  grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  any  reason  for  aasent  to  such  an  opinion. 
The  ckiimsof  Spaaish  subjeoto  on  the  American 
Gh»Mrnmeat,  aad  of  the  Spaaish  Cbvernment, 
for  exeesses  committed  by  individoal  cltizeae^ 
which  you  advert  to  aa  postenor  to  the  con  von* 
tion  of  1802, 1  was  wholly  unaware  of.    Your 
excelleaey  will  thaa  perceive  that  it  were  imposi^ 
sible  fof  me  to  accept  of  your  first  article,  provi* 
ding  for  a  species  ot  claims  never  before  brought 
into  view,  and  for  others  of  a  nature  entirely 
novel ;  hence  I  may  abstain  from  any  remark  on 
the  new  and  dificolt  mode  of  formioa  acommis* 
sioa  hy  the  second  article.    But  much  less  could 
I  pretend  to  engage  my  Government,  as  proposed 
by  your  fifth  article,  to  relinquish  its  claim  on 
Spain  for  indemnities  on  account  of  Preach  s^ 
liationa  within  her  juiisdtetion— «  claim  in  its- 
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natare  so  indisputable — a&d,  in  liea  of  it,  resort 
to  the  hopeless  resource  of  askiog  compeasatioii 
from  t^e  French  Gtovernment,  which,  as  yon 
stale,  has  declared  that  same  claim  to  have  men 
already  satisfied. 

With  respect  to  the  very  important  question 
of  limits,  your  excellency  obserfes  that,  since  the 
discussions  at  Aranjnez,  this  GtoYcmment  has 
aecumnlated  documents,  as  well  French  as  Span- 
ish, more  especially  respecting  the  western  bound* 
ary  of  Louisiana,  which  render  that  line  suscep- 
tible of  the  most  exact  and  rigorous  demonstra- 
tion. Your  excellency  has  not  defined  exactly 
the  line  so  made  out,  nor  can  I  pretend  to  have 
an  opinion  respecting  these  new  proofs,  which  I 
have  not  seen;  but  I  ought  to  presume  that  they 
have  been  long  since  communicated  to  ifis  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  in  America,  and  that  he  has  de- 
rived all  the  utility  from  them  which  they  are 
capable  of  afibrding ;  nevertheless,  I  have  not  ob- 
served the  efiect  of  them  in  the  various  commu- 
nications of  that  Minister  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  wherein  the  question 
of  boundaries  is  discussed  or  touched  on ;  and 
your  excellency  must  have  seen,  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  letter  to  Mr.  Oois  of  June  10. 1810,  to 
which,  in  my  noteof  29tb  July,  I  took  the  liberty 
of  requesting  your  particular  attention,  that  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  western 
boundary  are  not  only  reasserted  in  sueh  a  way 
as  to  show  that  thev  have  not  been  affected  by 
any  new  evidence  which  has  been  produced,  but 
that,  In  the  same  letter,  to  avoid  the  useless  rep- 
etitioh  of  reasoning  which  had  not  been  shaken, 
express  reference  is  made  to  the  notes  of  Bdarch 
8th  and  April  20th,  passed  at  Aranjuez  in  the 
vear  1805.  Tour  excellency  will  perceive,  also, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  Mr.  Oois  of 
January  14th  of  this  year,  that,  even  down  to 
that  date,  no  change  of  opinion  had  been  effected 
by  whatever,  either  in  conversation  or  by  wri- 
ting, Mr.  Oois  had  been  able  to  advance  in  favor 
of  the  pretensions  of  Spain  on  either  boundary ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  then  the  discussion  was 
closed,  from  the  utter  impossibility  of  coming  to 
an  agreement  on  the  subject. 

Hence,  your  excellency  will  see  how  little  in 
my  power  it  can  be  to  accede  to  your  sixth  arti- 
cle, founded  on  the  supposition  that  the  United 
States  own  but  a  comparatively  small  territory 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  which, 
in  fact,  requires  a  cession  of  that  vast  extent 
which  lies  between  the  Rio  Bravo  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi* in  exchange  for  what  His  Majesty  owns 
of  toe  Fioridas ;  and  how  still  less  possible  it 
were  for  me  to  accept  of  that  article,  embarrassed 
with  the  conditions  which  your  excellency  would 
annex  to  it  by  the  seventh,  upon  a  plea  which  I 
never  before  heard  of,  and  cannot  now  compre- 
hend; for  it  appears  to  me  that  the  reference 
which  you  would  make  is  perfectly  gratuitous. 
Your  excellency  speaks,  I  suppose,  or  that  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  which  was  concluded  July  13, 1713. 
I  uodersiand  that  the  sole  object  of  the  eighth 
article  of  that  treaty  was  to  place  the  commer- 
cial relations  beiween  Spain  and  Great  Briuin 


on  the  same  footing  which  they  had  in  the  time 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  Charles  II.  The  more 
eficctnally  to  secure  to  Great  Britain  the  advan- 
tages which  she  was  to  derive  from  that  atate  of 
things,  everjf  extension  of  the  French  commerce 
in  the  Spanish  American  colonies  is  prohibited ; 
and.  consequently,  any  transfer  of  tenitory  di- 
rectly to  her,  or  through  any  other  Power  to  her, 
is  also  prohibited*  The  motion  for  this  stipula- 
tion is  very  clearly  expressed : 

^  Y  para  que  la  naveffacion  y  eomereio  A  las 
Indies  Occidentales  quedan  mas  fime  y  amj»iia- 
mente  aseguradas." 

These  are  words  of  the  treaty^  and  determine 
the  construction  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  stip- 
lation.  Consequent  on  this,  and  in  pvisuanee  o! 
the  same  object,  was  the  obligation  which  Ra- 
gland  entered  into  to  solicit  and  aid  ('^aolicitan 
y  clara  ayuda"^  with  a  view  to  restore  the  state 
of  these  possessions  to  what  it  was  in  the  timeef 
Charles  IL  If,  perchance,  they  hnd  nndergene 
any  dismemberment  since  that  period,  her  obli- 
gation dees  not  go  further. 

^  Si  acaao  ae  hallare  que  en  al^n  modo,  j  por 
algon  pretexto,  hubieren  padecido  nlgnaa  dm- 
membracioa  y  qniebra  despnes  la  moertade  dieko 
Rev  Catolieo  Carlos  Seigundo." 

Thus  the  purpose  of  this  eighth  nrtide  wtt 
nothing  more  than  to  place  the  eommeiee  of  the 
colonies,  in  as  far  as  Great  Britain  and  Fraaee 
were  concerned,  upon  iu  former  footioff,  and  tke 
territorial  possession  in  the  state  it  was  left  io  by 
Charles  IL;  the  obligation  of  Givnc  Britaia  oa 
this  latter  point  ceased,  of  course,  as  soon  as  the 
object  of  it  was  attained. 

With  respect  to  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of 
your  excellency's  project,  I  will  only  observe  tbat 
no  stipulations  can  be  necessary.  The  Ucited 
States  have  done,  and  continue  to  do,  all  that 
their  neutral  position  and  good  faith  can  re- 
quire; and  where  the  existing  laws  of  the  eoan- 
try  have  been  insufficient,  there  new  provisioos 
have  been  enacted,  as  you  have  seen  by  the  hw 
of  Congress  of  March  3d,  (called  ^An  act  more 
effectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  relatioas  of 
the  United  States,")  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you. 

As  to  the  alternative  which  yoor  ^cellenej 
proposes,  on  the  supposition  that  your  plan  msf 
not  be  acceded  to,  of  referring  our  differences  to 
the  arbitration  of  other  Governments,  it  is  ee^ 
tainly  unnecessary  for  me  to  assure  you  tbit  I 
have  no  powers  or  instructions  which  can  aotho^ 
ize  my  speaking  on  the  matter. 

Haviog,  as  f  trust,  now  said  enooj^h  to  con- 
vince your  excellency  that  your  proposals  are 
wholly  inadmissible,  I  refrain  from  n  rariety  of 
other  observations  which  your  letter  has  natarsUy 
suggested,  desirio|r  not  to  agitate  questions  which 
are  only  (It  for  discussion  where  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  eliciting  from  ^  the  grounds  of  acconi. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVmG. 
Don  Joai  Pizaaao. 
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Ihn  Jo90  Pizmro  !»  M6r.  Sning, 

Palace,  Aitgu§t  31, 1817. 

Sir:  At  the  Mine  time  that  I  reeetred  your 
esteemed  note  of  the  19(h  of  this  month,  I  re- 
cei?ed  yoor  priFale  note  of  the  2Zd»    Bv  the  first, 
I  bafe  seen  with  pain  that  yon  not  only  do  not 
think  that  jou  are  authorized,  since  the  transfer 
of  the  negotiation  to  Washington,  to  enter  into  a 
methodical  discassion  of  the  qnestions  depending 
between  our  Qovernments,  but  yoo  do  not  deem 
admissible  by  yon  the  project  of  arrangement 
which,  to  comply  with  your  desire,  I  presented 
in  my  note  of  the  17th ;  and,  finally,  that  you 
can  say  notb  ing  as  to  the  arbitration  or  media* 
tion  which  I  ha?e  at  the  same  time  proposed  as 
the  most  sure  means  of  terminating,  in  an  honor- 
able and  conciliatory  mode,  the  existing  differ- 
ences.   In  noy  opinion,  it  were  easy  to  combat 
and  to  dissipate  the  objections  which  you  are 
pleased  to  make  to  my  said  proposals ;  but,  in  the 
actual  state  of  the  business,  it  has  appeared  to 
me  more  proper  to  hasten  the  departure  of  Don 
Luis  NoelL   with  suitable  instructions  for  the 
Minister  oi  His  Majesty  in  the  United  States, 
founded  on  the  knowledge   of  the  respcctife 
rights,  in  considerations  of  reciprocal  utility,  and 
in  the  desire  of  an  arrangement  by  honorable, 
impartial,  and  conciliatory  means.    His  Majesty 
hopes  that  the  Gtovemmeot  of  the  United  States 
will  do  justice  to  his  sentiments,  and  will  be 
convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions.    As 
in  your  private  note  you  are  pleased  to  express  a 
desire  to  know  the  exact  day  of  departure  of  Don 
Luis  Noeli,  I  ought  to  tell  you  that  he  will  de« 
part  within  four  days,  calculating  from  to*mor« 
row,  and  that  he  will  take  charge  of  whatever 
commission  you  may  put  under  hu  care,  and  ex* 
ecute  it  with  the  same  punctuality  as  mine. 
I  profit  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you^  dbc. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 

DmLuitdeOnistotheSeereiaryofSiaU. 

DsoxMBin  6, 1817. 

Sir  :  The  Message  of  the  President  embraces 
two  particular  points  in  the  paragraph  in  which, 
he  announces  the  actual  state  of  the  political  re- 
lations between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  of 
which  1  wish  to  have  a  precise  and  exact  knowl- 
edge, to  reconcile  their  true  meaning  with  the 
sincerity  and  purity  of  the  sentiments  of  which 
the  American  Government  makes  profession,  in 
conformity  with  those  which  animate  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  when  he  anxiously  seeks  all  possible 
means  of  settling  the  differences  pending  between 
the  two  nations,  and  of  strengthening  his  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  with  the  United 
States  on  a  basis  which,  being  confirmed  by  the 
most  generous  principles  of  good  faith  and  mu- 
tual justice,  may  be  lasting  and  unalterable,  with- 
out leaving  the  seeds  of  discontent,  or  ground  for' 
fresh  differences  in  future. 

The  two  points  I  speak  of  are,  first,  what  re- 
lates to  Amelia  Island ;  and,  secondly,  what  con- 
eerna  Qalveston. 
The  President  announces,  ih  respect  to  the 


first,  that  this  island  having  been  taken  possession 
of  by  a  jwrty  of  people  who  belong  to  no  coun- 
try, or,  if  they  have  belonged  to  any.  they  have, 
by  their  conduct,  forfeited  all  right  or  public  con- 
sideration or  toleration,  they  having  established 
in  the  said  island  a  place  of  refuse,  scandaloui 
by  its  piracies,  and  seriously  prejudicial,  by  a 
contraband  trade,  to  the  United  States,  chieflv  in 
what  regards  the  clandestine  introduction  of  ne- 
groes into  the  territories  of  the  Union,  and  the 
carrying  off  or  flight  of  others  from  the  same 
country,  his  excellency  has,  therefore,  determined 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  evil,  and  had  given  orders 
accordingly. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  ^rou,  sir,  that  the  expe- 
dition which  took  possession  of  Amelia  IsUud 
was  formed  and  armed  at  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah, under  the  command  of  the  adventurer.  Sir 
Gregor  McGregor,  and  wholly  composed  or  citi- 
zens of  this  Republic,  in  violation  or  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
existing  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  said  States. 
I  denounced  this  expedition  to  you  at  the  timCi 
and  invoked  the  efficacious  authority  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  prevent  it,  and  punish  the 
offenders.  The  expedition  proceeded,  notwith- 
standing, from  the  limits  and  ports  of  the  Union, 
to  invade  that  island,  and  there  committed  the 
excesses  on  which  the  President  tonches.  AAer 
McGreffor  had  left  Amelia  Island,  the  district 
court  of  Sooth  Carolina  issued  a  bench  writ  to 
apprehend  him  wlierever  he  might  be  found  with- 
in the  American  territories.  This  writ  could 
not  certainly  be  issued  without  a  legal  evidence 
of  the  offence,  nor  could  the  offence  be  more 
enormous  or  more  notprioos  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  Union.  It  results  from  this,  that  there 
could  be  no  just  ground  of  converting  into  an 
act  of  hostility,  or  of  public  detriment  to  SpaiUi 
the  evils  which  have  flowed  from  the  toleration 
of  similar  armaments  in  the  bosom  of  this  Unions- 
armaments  which  had  for  their  object  the  inva- 
sion and  plunder  of  the  possessions  of  a  friendly 
Power. 

I  therefore  request  yoo,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  of  the  measures  the  President  may 
have  taken  on  this  point,  and  of  his  intentions  in 
relation  to  it,  in  order  that,  by  informii^  the  aa- 
thorities  of  the  King  in  East  Florida  thereof,  thoee 
discontents  may  he  avoided  to  which  an  erro- 
neous conception  mav  give  rise^  and  all  unfortu- 
nate impressions  dissipated,  which  might  disturb 
the  lively  and  sincere  desire  of  concinaiion  and 
perfect  harmony  which  actuates  His*  Catholic 
Maiesty. 

On  the  second  point,  relating  to  Galveston,  the 
President  announces  tnat,  in  that  place,  which  it 
is  contended  falls  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  in  consequence  of  the  acquisition  of  Lou- 
isiana, a  number  of  vagrant  persons  had  before 
established  themselves,  and  committed  acts  of 
piracy  very  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
States:  and  that,  therefore,  his  excellency  had 
also  taken  measures  to  correct  those  abases. 

There  are  two  things  which  I  have  «^ '«/»«« 
on  this  point    The  first  U,  that  the  pl*c«  of  Qal- 
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▼c&too  baa  doc  been^  nor  ever  eoold  be^  within 
the  limits  of  Loaisiana,  because  at  no  time  did  it 
make  a  part  of  it.  It  has  conatantlf  belonged  to 
the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  aa  a  terri- 
tory absolutely  unconnected  with  and  distinct 
from  Louisiana,  and,  as  such,  ought  to  be  main- 
tained and  respected,  nntil  the  United  States  pro- 
duce documents  which  establish  their  rights,  and 
annul  the  tides,  until  now  undisputed,  of  prop- 
erty and  possession  on  the  part  of  Spain,  from 
the  earliest  times  of  its  discorery  and  conquest 
unto  the  present ;  and  this  will  be  determined,  as 
there  may  be  occasion  for  it,  and  may  be  just,  at 
the  time  of  amicably  arranging  the  question  of 
boundaries  between  the  two  nations,  as  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  sincerely  and  earnestW  desires, 
and  as  I  hare  the  hope  to  verify  in  a  short  time, 
in  his  royal  name,  by  means  of  the  negotiation 
which  we  have  established. 

The  second  thing  which  I  have  to  recall  to  you 
ia,  that  the  Seng's  troops  drove  off  from  Mata- 
gorda the  vagabond  freebooters  who  had  taken 
possession  of  that  point;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  same  adventurers  were  forced  to  evacuate 
Galvescon,  where  they  had  also  established  them- 
selves, so  that  neither  of  these  places  waa  after- 
wards attacked  or  infested  by  them  or  any  other 
banditti.  Moreover,  if,  by  the  occupation  of  Gal- 
veston at  that  time,  the  united  States  have  sus- 
tained injuries,  it  is  notorious  that  Spain  has  suf- 
fered miuch  greater  by  the  facility  afforded  to  the 
pirates  in  capturing  Spanish  vessels,  carrying 
them  into  that  place,  and  there  selling  them  to 
the  citizens  of  this  Union;  that,  from  this  mag- 
azine of  plunder,  they  conveyed  the  Spanish 
property  to  New  Orleans  and  other  parts  of  the 
united  States  in  American  vessel?,  as  is  well 
known  to  you,  sir,  and  to  ail  the  world.  In  any 
event,  when  the  injuries  reciprocally  caused  to 
American  citizens  bv  the  Government  or  subjects 
of  Spain,  or  to  the  latter  by  the  Government  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  are  compared  or 
estimated,  such  an  indemnification  will  be  stipu- 
lated as  is  agreeable  to  justice  and  good  faith. 

These  remarks,  and  others  equally  obvious, 
cannot  fail  to  convince  you,  as  I  am  sure  they 
will  convioce  the  whole  world  that  there  was  not 
the  smallest  motive  of  proceeding  to  acts  of  vio- 
lence oq  either  of  the  two  points  which  form  the 
stibject  of  this  note,  and  on  which  the  President 
has  touched  in  his  Message.  I  hope  that  the  in- 
tentions of  his  excellency  will  not  differ  from  this 
opinion;  and,  as  well  to  avoid  the  disagreeable 
cpnsequeMset  which  might  arise  from  a  misun- 
dersunding,  as  to  communicate  to  the  King,  my 
master,  the  true  state  of  things,  I  have  to  request 
of  you,  sir,  as  I  now  do,  a  precise  and  satisfactory 
explanation  on  the  above-mentioned  two  points, 
namely,  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  President 
in  relation  to  them,  and  of  his  intentions  upon 
the  subject.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  have 
the  goodue^s  to  give  me  the  said  explanation  as 
speedily  as  the  case  requires;  andjin  the  mean- 
time, allow  me  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

^  LUIS  DB  ONIS, 
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Dbcbmbbe  10, 1817. 

Sib:  Althongh  I  have  but  jott  arrived  at  the 
Federal  eity,  as  you  know,  I  woold  mn  have  lost 
aa  instant,  after  aaaembliiiff  the  principal  papeia 
and  documents  relating  to  the  diroreBces  peadias 
between  His  Catholic  Sf ajeaty'a  GarerDOMnt  and 
that  of  the  United  States,  in  reaanaiag  and  con- 
tinuing with  you,  to  definitive  concioaioo,  the 
negotiation  which,  by  fortuitoiu  causes^  was  aoe- 
pended  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  if  I 
bad  not  hoped  to  give  vou  time  for  being  to  far 
disengaged  as  to  be  able  to  devote  to  these  im- 

Sirtant  concerns  all  the  attentioB  they  require* 
ot  I  ought  no  longer  to  defer,  on  my  part,  the 
necessary  steps  to  open  commuBieatioBs  of  such 
high  interest,  and  consequently  to  proceed  with 
you  to  the  settlement  and  amicabte  arraBgement 
of  all  the  points  in  dispute  belween  the  two  Gov- 
ernments, 

Ton  will  doubtless  have  been  eoBvinee^  of  the 
impossibility  in  which  I  was  placed  of  coa- 
mencing  this  negotiation  last  IriBter,  by  reason 
of  ray  not  being  fnmiahed  with  iaatructioBa  soit- 
able  to  the  new  character  which  ulterior  cireum- 
stanees  had  given  to  it,  and  my  not  having  then 
received  from  my  Gtovernment  such  as  extended 
to  this  casew  I  despatched  the  aeeretarf  of  this 
legation  to  Madrid  to  la]r  Ibia  deficiency  before 
my  SovercigUi  and  the  difficulty  under  which  it 
placed  me  of  entering  into  a  negotiation  which 
might  effectually  restore  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  two  Powers,  by  puiung  an 
end  to  all  disputes  bjr  means  of  a  solemn  transac- 
tion, which^  being  founded  on  the  princlules  of 
mutual  justice,  and  combined  in  good  faitn  wiik 
those  of  reciprocal  utility  and  convenience,  might 
be  completely  satisfkctorv  to  both  Governments 
and  both  nations.  His  Majesty,  filled  with  the 
greatest  concern  on  seeing  that,  by  this  unex- 
pected accident,  the  negotiation  was  delayed, 
notwithaianding  his  most  sinaerB  asd  deeided 
wishes  to  conclude  it,  and  strengthen  his  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding  witJi  ike.  Uaiied 
States,  as  he  had  manifested  from  the  OAoaauiof 
bis  restoration  to  the  throne,  gave  inaoMdiata 
orders  that  the  necessary  iostrimtiona  aikoold  ha 
communicated  to  me  for  the  execution  of  this 
sovereign,  trust  in  its  fullest  extent;  and  lo  oaut 
no  means,  on  his  part,  which  migbt  accekimte 
the  desired  epocha  of  this  anangement  aad  de- 
finitive transaction,  he,  at  the  same  tinae,  caused 
to  be  proposed,  by  his  principal  Secretary  of  Slate, 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,a 
project  for  the  said  transaction ;  but  it  not  having 
been  aiVnitted  by  that  Minister^  who  said  that  he 
was  not  authorized  to  resume  and  temuBate  in 
S  pain  the  negotiation  already  tranaferred  to  Wash- 
ington, and  commrtted  to  me,  the  aforesaid  aecre- 
tarv  of., legation  returned  without  loss  of  tinier 
and  brought  me  the  suitable  instructional  accom- 
panied with  the  positive  orders  of  His  Majesty 
tbat  I  should  omit^  no  means,  as  far  as  naigat  be 
compatible  with  justice  and  the  honor  of  hia 
august  chapter,  to  settle  and  terminate  arnica* 
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biy  til  pendhijf  dtffnreMes,  «Qd  geocroiilT  to 
Miisfy  tbe  United  SuteB  in  every thiag  whiek 
miffht  depend  on  (he  free  will  of  His  Majesty. 

each  are  the  dispositions  of  the  King,  my 
master,  and  saeh  the  orders  which  he  has  com- 
monicated  to  me,  anxious  as  he  is  to  adjust  all 
differences  with  the  United  States,  and  giro  them 
soleiDn  proofs  of  his  high  esteem  aira  sincere 
friendsbipi 

I  am  ready,  therefore,  to  resame  the  uegMia* 
tioo,  sod  to  pursue  it  with  von  fn  all  the  points 
emlNPiced  by  it,  until  its  final  termination;  and  I 
shall  be  rery  happy  if^  in  doing  so,  I  can  satisfy 
til  the  dcnres  and  just  hopes  of  the  United 
States. 

In  eonscquence,  I  request,  sir,  that  you  would 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  when  you  are  ready  to 
enter  into  this  important  negotktioD,  and  when 
it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  that  we  commence  the 
preliminary  conferences  |  or,  in  case  you  should 
consider  them  unnecessary,  that  we  discuss  the 
means  of  agreeing  on  and  fizinf  the  most  sim- 
ple, expeditious,  and  suitable  mode  of  proceeding, 
with  all  possible  despatch,  to  the  settlement  and 
final  adjustment  of  all  the  pointo  in  dispute. 

I  await  your  answer  to  this  note,  anrmated  by 
the  mo^  lively  desire  and  the  most  flattering 
hopes  of  terannating  all  disagreemenu  and  dis- 
contents k>etween  two  nations  which,  by  their 
mutual  interests  and  the  generosity  of  their  sen- 
tinoents,  have  ahrays  ifred  in  peiiect  union  and 
ftiendshipi  awd  ought  to  cement  them  more  and 
more  for  their  common  happiness. 

In  the  meanwhile,  I  renew  to  you  my  respects, 
and  pray  CM  lo^preserTC  you  many  years. 

LUiS  DE  ONIS. 


The  Steniary  qf  8iaU  to  Ikn  Imu  de  Onii, 

DspABm BUT  OF  Statb,  Dec  16, 1617. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
receire  you  at  the  office  of  this  Department  the 
day  after  toHBiorFOW,  at  one  o^eloek,  to  confer 
with  you  upon  the  subject  of  it.  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Pfesideut,  on  this  occasion,  to  assure  yon 
ot  the  satisfaction  With  ;which  he  has  learned  that 
you  are  furnished  with  iflstructions  froii  your 
Qovernment  adequate  to  the  adjt»tmfefnt  of  all 
the  differences  between  the  two  countnes,  and 
of  the  earnestness  of  his  desire  that  the  negotia- 
tion may  terminate  in  un  arrangement  mutually 
satisftietory.    i  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  CIUINOY  ADAMS. 


Don  Lln$  it  Onu  to  fht  Secretary  of  State. 

Washuiutow,  December  29, 1817. 

Sib  :  After  I  had  informed  you  in  my  note^of 
the  10th  of  this  month,  and  confirmed  the  same 
in  our  conference  on  the  19tb,  af  the  fmnk  and 
friendly  dispositions  of  His  Catholic  Bdajesty's 
Qof  ernment  towards  tbit  of  the  United  States, 
of  his  sincere  desire  to  settle  and  terminate  the 
differences  pending* between  the  two  Gorern- 
ments  in  a  manuer  just  and  aaU^etory  to  both, 


and  the  positive  orders  I  had  received,  with  suit- 
able instructions  to  that  efifect,  I  also  acquaintlMl 
you  that  the  King,  my  master,  being  disposed  to 
oblige  the  United  Sutes  in  iHiatever' might  be 
compatible  with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  mon- 
archy, and  the  dignity  becoming  his  august  char- 
acter, would  condescend  to  cede  the  t>wo  Floridas 
to  this  Republic,  in  consideration  of  an  exchange 
or  equivaieat  which  might  be  usefhl  or  coutc- 
nient  to  Spain.  But  as  this  exchange  or  equiva- 
lent must  consist  of  a  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  Sutes,  and  whjch  may  offer  invaHable 

E Dints,  mirked  by  nature,  to  nx  the  divisional 
ne  between  the  possessions  of  the  Union  and 
those  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  in  a  manner  never 
to  admit  of  doubt  or  controversy  hereafter,  His 
Catholic  Itfajesty  caused  certain  proposals  for  the 
said  exchange  or  equivalent  to  be  made  through 
his  principal  Secretary  of  Suite  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  Slates  at  Madrid.  They  were  de- 
cidedly declined  by  him  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  inadmissible  ;  and  I  was  informed  by  you 
that  they  are  so  considered  by  your  Gorernment, 
and  that,  consequently,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  others  which  may  be  admissibk  in 
the  existing  state  of  things. 

Although  the  proposals  made  by  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  MinisHer  of 
the  United  States  at  Biadrid  were  neither  abso- 
lute nor  invariable,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  they 
are  founded  on  the  perfect  conviction  of  His  Ma- 
jesty as  to  tile  irrefragable  and  notorious  rights 
by  riitue  of  which  the  Crown  of  Spain  has  pos- 
sessed both  Flbridas  since  she  acquired  them  of 
Eaghmd,  and  also  the  provinces  and  districis  of 
country  possessed  by  her  to  the  wttetWard  of 
Loublanu,  and  Which  have  ever  been  iodepend- 
eot  of^  or  absolutely  unconnected  with  and  sepa- 
rate from  that  provihce,  without  having  ever 
pasMd,  since  %Mr  discovery,  conquest,  aira  pos- 
session, und^r  a  foreign  dominion.  But  as  the 
United  Stales,  sfaice  their  acquisition  of  Louis- 
iana, conceive  they  hate  a  right  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent of  territory,  both  to  the  eastward  and  west- 
ward thereof,  by  setting  on  foot  a  dispute  respect- 
ing the  boundaries  which  separate  them  from^e 
Spani^  possessions,  and  pretendiag  that  they 
oaght  to  include  part  of  those  possessions,  it  t» 
not  strange  that  the  exchange  or  equivalent  pro- 
posed for  the  Floridas  did  appear  inadmissible. 
It  has,  therefore,  beoome  Indispensably  necessary 
to  free  this  question  of  boundaries  from  all  ob- 
scurity, and  to  adjust  and  estaUtsh  the  true  points 
which  divide,  or  ought  to  divide,  the  Spanish 
territories  from  those  of  this  Republic.  Unless 
this  inquiry  and  driiberation  be  previously  made, 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  point  out  or  judge 
of  a  just  equivalent,  which  would  be  admissible 
and  satisftictoky  to  the  two  contracting  parties^ 
inasmuch  as  the  vequisite  basis  of  a  cession  and 
its  equivalent  is  wanting ;  this  basis,  as  is  obvious, 
must  be  laid  fn  Ibe  valuation  of  the  territory  spe- 
cified in  the  contract,  which  valuation  must  be 
preceded  by  establishing  the  territory  belonging 
to  Spain,  and  also  that  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  v    - 
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Too  oaDBoC,  therefore,  but  tgree  with  me,  sir, 
that  it  is  abfolateljr  neeessarjr  we  ehoald  first  settle 
the  priDcipal  pomta  relative  to  the  qoestioo  of 
boundaries,  before  we  proceed  to  form  and  offer 
proposals  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  and  for 
an  equivalent  to  their  value  or  estimation,  or  for 
the  ffeneral  and  definitive  settlement  of  all  pend- 
ing differences.  Although  this  matter  has  alread  j 
been  the  subject  of  negotiation  at  Aranjuez,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  discussion  should  oe  con- 
sidered as  terminated  or  exhausted,  or  that  the 
American  Qoverndlent  having  then  stated  iu  po- 
sitions and  opinions  on  the  subject^  it  will  not 
depart  from  them,  although  the  opinions  His 
Catholic  Majestjr  sustains  be  different.    It  is  un- 
questionable that,  in  the  discussion  entered  into 
at  Aranjuez,  and  early  interrupted,  not  a  single 
point  or  ground  was  touched  on,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  could  serve  as  a  support 
to  their  pretensions;  and  that,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  there  were  produced  titles,  dates,  docu- 
ments, and  arguments,  incontestably  proving,  by 
abundant  and  irresistible  evidence,  the  rights  of 
the  monarchy  to  the  territory  in  question — rights 
founded  on  property  and  immemorial  possession, 
acknowledged  by  different  Powers,  and  never  dis- 
puted by  any.    This  affair  is,  consequently,  not 
confined  to  points  of  opinion,  on  which  each 
party  may  respectiveljr  maintain  that  which  is 
oest  suited  to  it;  it  is  reduced  to  unalterable 
truths  and  positive  and  certain  facts,    I  assure 
you,  sir,  in  toe  name  of  my  Government,  and  the 
feng,  my  master,  solemnly  promises  it  on  the  in- 
violability of  his  royal  worcl,  that  the  moment  it 
shall  be  shown  and  proved  that  any  of  the  terri- 
tories now  in  dispute  do  not  belong  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  the|r  do  be-, 
long  to  the  United  States,  His  Majesty  will,  with 
the  greatest  pleasure,  surrender  to  the  disposal 
of  the  United  States  such  territory  or  territories 
as  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  do  not  belong  to  the 
Spanish  monarchy,and  will,  in  good  faith,ackoow- 
ledge  the  right  of  the  United  Biates  to  the  same. 
His  Majesty  wishes  for  nothing  that  is  not  his 
own,  or  to  which  his  Crown,  has  not  a  lawful 
right.    I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  views  of 
your  Qovernment  agree  with  those  I  have  just 
stated,  and  that,  consequently,  we  ought  to  lose 
no  time  in  immediately  resuming  the  discussion 
commenced  at  Aranjuez  as  to  what  relates  to  its 
principal  points,  and.  by  impartially  examining 
the  ff rounds  establisned  by  i)oth  Qovernments, 
and  tne  arguments  and  proofs  which  they  both 
have  to  produce  anew  in  support  of  their  rights 
or  pretensions,  acknowledge  frankly  and  with 
good  faith  what  belongs  lawfully  to  Spain,  and 
what  belouffs  lawfully  to  the  United  States. 
Quided  by  tne  certain  principles  of  reason  and 
mutual  justice,  it  will  oe  easy  for  us,  by  means 
of  this  investigation,  to  form  a  settled  opinion 
and  come  to  a  just  result  as  to  the  boundaries 
which  do  or  ought  to  separate  Louisiana  from  the 
Spanish  possessions,  and  thus  terminate  this  dis- 
pute.   That  which  is  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion of  losses  and  injuries  is  still  more  simple 
and  easy  to  arrange,  as  you  admitted  when  we 


conversed  OD  that  point  in  oar  kte  conlereace; 
and  it  will,  therefore,  prove  no  obstaele  to  our 
agreeing  on  the  cession  desired  by  the  United 
States,  and  proceeding  to  it  by  meaoe  of  a  fiaai 
settlement  of  all  pendinc  differences,  which  may, 
at  the  same  time,  embrace  whatever  may  be 
stipulated  by  this  particular  agreemeDt. 

Tou  may  perceive,  sir,  that  the  mode  I  pro- 
pose is  the  most  simple,  just,  and  proper  for  ac- 
complishing the  negotiation  to  be  entered  upon, 
and  IS  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Erving. 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  in  his  note  or 
the  26th  of  August,  1816,  in  which  he  informed 
His  Majesty's  Government  that  he  was  ready  to 
enter  into  a  full  and  frank  discussion  o{  all  the 
points  in  dispute,  and  pledged  himself  iheteto. 
As  nothing  further  has  since  been  done  on  the 
part  of  Spain  than  to  transfer  the  negotiatioD  to 
Washington,  the  same  reasons  salstst  which 
then  dictated  the  incontestable  propriety  and 
necessity  of  resuming  the  discussion ;  reasons  of 
which  you  are  doubtless  fully  conTinced,  as  ihtj 
are  not  to  be  combatted  by  any  expUnatioos 
when  examined  with  good  faith,  because  they 
are  self-evident,  and  identified  with  the  soaadest 
principles  of  justice. 

As,  in  consideration  of  these  reasons  and  prin- 
ciples, I  hope  you  will  have  no  objection  to 
agree  to  a  succinct  examination  of  the  quesiioa 
of  boundaries,  and  to  a  rational  and  fair  inquiry 
into  the  titles  and  grounda  on  which  each  Cior- 
ernment  rests  iu  rights  and  pretensions,  the  nat- 
ural order  seems  to  require  that  we  should  begin 
this  examination  and  inquiry  with  what  relates 
to  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Looistaaa;  that, 
after  establishing  them  as  they  ought  to  be,  we 
may  proceed  to  examine  and  esublish,  in  like 
manner,  those  which  regard  the  western;  it 
bein^j  nevertheless,  well  understood  that  neither 
by  this  act,  nor  any  one  whaterer  of  those  which 
contribute  to  produce  the  present  negotiation,  it 
shall  be  inferred  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  re- 
nounces, in  any  manner,  the  right  he  has,  or  may 
have,  to  reclaim  against  the  non-fulfilment  of 
the  Treatv  of  Sl  Ildefonso,  concluded  between 
Spain  and  France  in  the  year  1800,  and  against 
the  solemn  stipulations  contained  in  the  addi- 
tional articles  of  the  skme  treaty,  forniing  aa 
essential  part  of  the  contract  between  the  two 
nations. 

The  boundaries  of  Lfuisiaaa,  on  that  side, 
join  those  of  West  Florida,  and  are  so  preciseJy 
established  and  fixed  by  public  treatiea,  that  1  do 
not  think  your  Qovernment  can  still  persist  in 
the  opinion  that  Louisiana  ought  to  be  extended 
bv  this  Spanish  province  to  Hie  rirer  Perdido. 
If,  however,  the  imagination,  resorting  to  spe- 
cious subtleties  and  aostractions,  carries  us  beck 
to  the  period  when  France  formed  settlemenu 
on  the  left  of  the  Mississippi,  and  possessed 
what  are  now  two  distinct  provinces,  namely, 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  still  the  certain  and 
incontestable  fact  will  follow,  that  Spaia  ac- 
quired neither  of  the  Floridas  from  France. 
That  Power,  while  in  possession  of  those  ter- 
ritories, as  she  was  until  1763,  might  name  then. 
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and  point  oat  their  respeetire  limits  as  she 
thought  fit.  That  is  quice  uoimportaot  to  the 
present  question.  It  is  eercain  that,  by  the  treaty 
of  1763,  France  ceded  to  England  all  the  terri- 
tory possessed  by  her  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  the  island  of 
Orleans;  and  it  is  also  certain  that  England 
united,  as  ber  own,  from  that  year,  the  same  ter- 
ritory to  Florida,  which,  by  the  same  treaty, 
Spain  had  ceded  to  her ;  and  that,  haying  added 
thereto  the  diitrict  and  port  of  Pensacola,  she 
called  it  West  Florida,  by  which  name,  and  no 
other,  it  has  ever  since  been  known.  In  the  war 
of  1779,  Sj[>ain  conqaered  the  said  territory  of 
West  Florida  from  England ;  and  this  right  of 
conquest  wfis  afterwards  secured  by  a  solemn 
treaty  between  England  and  Spain,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1783.  It  is  by  this  title  that  West  Florida 
belongs,  until  the  present  day,  to  Spain,  in  addi- 
tion to  East  Florida^  which  was  also  ceded  by 
the  said  treaty.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  Spain 
neither  acquired  nor  received  from  France  either 
of  the  Floridas,  but  that  she  acquired  them  both 
of  England  in  1783,  classed  as  two  distinct  prov- 
inces, and  universally  known  by  the  names  of 
West  Florida  and  East  Florida.  She  has,  from 
that  period,  possessed  them  separate  and  distinct, 
without  having  ever  confounded  either  of  them 
with  Louisiana*  either  in  whdle  or  in  part.  They 
are  laid  down  distinct  and  separate  in  the  maps, 
charts,  and  geographies  of  all  nations,  from  the 
year  1763  to  the  present  day.  In  all  the  public 
acts  and  instruments  which  speak  of  them,  they 
appear  distinct  and  separate,  as  they  do  in  the 
dioereot  treaties  in  which  they  are  mentioned. 

This  being  the  case,  how  can  your  Qovernment 
still  maintain  its  opinion?    The  United  States 
acquired  Louisiana  from  France  such  as  she  had 
acquired  it  from  Spain  by  theTreatjr  of  St.  Ilde* 
fonso.    In  this  treaty  nothing  is  stipulated   but 
the  retrocession  of  Louisiana ;  nor  is  there  a  sin- 
gle word  in  the  whole  treaty  that  bears  the  most 
distant  allusion  to  West  Klorida,  which  is  the 
object  to  which  the  dispute  is  reduced  in  that 
quarter.    The  clauses  oi  the  treaty  are  clear,  pre- 
cise, and  conclusive ;  they  fix  the  sense  of  the 
stipulation  invariably,  and  leave  no  room  for 
vague  or  specious  constructions.    The  very  title 
given  to  that  treaty  by  the  coniractinff  parties  at 
once  pointed  out  the  territory  restoreu  by  Spain 
to  France  in  exchange  for  the  kingdom  of  EStru- 
ria.    The  title  says,  '^Retrocession  of  Louisiana;" 
and  the  word  ^' retrocession"  has  not,  nor  ever 
had,  any  other  signification,  in  the  Spanish  or 
French  language,  than  the  act  of  restoring  to  an 
individual,  or  a  nation,  that  which  had  before 
been  received  from  him  or  from  it;  so  that  a  dif- 
ferent signification  cannot  be  given  to  this  word 
(adopted  by  the  contracting  parties  to  express  the 
nature  of  their  stipulation J^without  changing  the 
proper  and  genuine  acceptation,  in  both  lan- 
guages, of  the  definite  term  they  have  respec- 
tively employed,  and  without  substantially  chang- 
iitg  the  intentions  which  serve  as  the  basis  of  the 

contract. 
The  three  clauses  by  which  they  afterwards  go 


on  to  fulfil  this  convention  af^ree  perfectly  with 
the  said  title,  and^  b^  supporting  and  explain ing 
each  other,  they  fix  it  in  a  clear  and  precise  man- 
ner. The  first  clause  says:  "  that  His  Catholie 
Majesty  restores  Louisiana  to  France,  with  the 
same  extent  it  had  when  possessed  bv  Spain.^' 
It  is  well  known  that  no  part  of  the  Floridas,  or 
other  Spanish  possessions^  was  then  included  in 
Louisiana,  or  annexed  to  it.  At  that  time  Lou- 
isiana was,  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  precisely  what 
it  was  when  ceded  by  France,  in  virtue  of  the 
treaty  of  1764.  In  the  same  treaty  its  eastern 
boundaries  are  marked  by  a  line  running  east* 
ward  from  Manchac  Point,  thence  following  the 
course  of  the  river  Iberville,  and  dividing  the 
lakes  Borgne,  Pontchartrain,  and  Maorepas,  and 
finally  terniinating  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  with- 
out leaving  the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the  true 
points  of  the  frontier.  This  is  the  territory  which 
Spain  retroceded  to  France,  because  it  is  the  only 
one  which  she  possessed  under  the  name  of  Lou* 
isiana.  The  second  clause  agrees  with  the  first, 
and  opportunely  declares  and  fixes  its  import.  It 
nays,  **  and  with  the  same  extent  it  had  when 
possessed  by  France" — exnres:»lons  which  neces- 
sarily refer  to  the  period  or  time  which  intervened 
between  the  cession  by  France  to  England  of  the 
territory  possessed  by  her  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  cession  made  by  the  same 
Power  to  Spain  of  Louisiana.  As  the  first  of 
these  two  cessions  took  place  in  the  year  1763^ 
and  the  second  in  1764,  it  is  evident  that,  during 
that  interval,  France  possessed  Louisiana  in  the 
manner  slated.  And  with  the  same  extent  did 
she  cede  it  to  Spain;  nor  could  she  cede  it  with 
more,  as  she  then  possessed  nothing  more  in  that 
part  of  the  American  continent. 

If  a  different  meaning  be  given  to  this  clause, 
by  supposing  that  the  contracting  parties  allude 
in  it  to  a  former  period,  when  France  possessed 
Louisiana  jointly  with  the  territory  ceded  by  her 
to  England  in  1763,  it  would  place  this  clause  in 
absolute  contradiction  with  the  title,  and  with 
the  first  clause  of  the  treaty  of  retrocession;  be- 
cause Louisiana  not  having^  prior  to  the  year 
1763,  while  in  the  hands  of  France  the  same 
extent  it  had  when  in  the  hands  of  Spain  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  nor  the  same  that  it 
had  when  ceded  by  France  to  Spain  in  1764,  it 
follows  that  the  second  clause  would  be  absurd 
and  unmeaninff  if  it  alluded  to  a  neriod  of  time 
anterior  to  1763.  It  would  be  aosurd  and  un- 
meaning, because,  having  no  other  object  than  to 
explain  and  determine  more  circumstantially  the 
first  clause,  which  is  the  fundamental  one  of  the 
treaty,  ana  that  which  governs  the  other,  it 
would  express  a  thing  which  could  rn  nowise 
agree  with  the  stipulations  contained  in  it; 
since,  by  giving  greater  force  to  the  import  of 
the  second  clause,  that  which  is  considered  the 
fundamental  basis  of  the  first  would  be  rendered 
false  and  erroneous.  It  would  be  absolutely  con- 
tradictory to  the  express  object  and  intent  of  the 
treaty,  since  Spain  not  having  received  Louisi- 
ana from  France  with  the  extent  in  which  she 
possessed  it  prior  to  the  year  1763,  but  wiih  that 
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which  it  had  when  it  was  ceded  in  1764.  the  re- 
trocession, which,  as  I  have  last  said,  is'  the  ex- 
press object  and  intent  of  the  treaty,  could  not 
take  place.  Spain  could  only  cede  back  to  France 
what  she  had  received  from  her ;  nor  could  she, 
moreover,  add  to  the  retrocession  any  other  par- 
ticular territory  of  her  dominions,  without  ex- 
pressing^ or  mentioning  it.  Louisiana  was  ceded 
(ack  to  France  such  as  it  was  received  from  her, 
and  as  Bhe  possessed  it  in  1800,  and  had  pos- 
sessed it  since  she  had  acquired  it.  In  fact,  if 
Louisiana,  while  in  the  hands  of  Spain^  induaed 
no  part  of  West  Florida,  and  if  Spain  had  re- 
ceived no  part  thereof,  or  of  the  other  Florida, 
from  France,  how  could  she  cede  it  back  to 
France,  or  cede  it  without  naming^  it,  or  ^ayingr 
a  single  word  which  could  allude  to  this  idea  ? 
Let  us  therefore  agree  that  it  is  impossible  to 
give  an  arbitrary  coostruction  to  the  second 
clause  of  the  Treatv  of  St.  Ildefonso,  or  any 
other  than  that  which  it  has,  and  ought  to  have, 
in  connexion  with  the  first  clause,  and  with  the 
title  and  the  express  object  of  that  instrument. 
You  cannot  but  be  fully  convinced,  sir,  of  this 
truth ;  and  on  proceeding  to  the  examination  of 
the  third  clause,  you  wiU  find  what  I  have  just 
stated  still  more  comprehensively  and  clearlj 
demonstrated.  This  clause  says:  *^and  as  it 
ought  to  be  after  the  treaties  concluded  between 
'Spain  and  other  Powers.*  The  only  treaties  to 
which  this  clause  could  refer  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  That  of  17B4,  b)[  which  France  ceded  Lou- 
isiana to  Spain.  In  this  treaty  the  eastern  bound- 
aries-of  Louisiana  are  marked  by  the  course  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  next  by  the  river  Iberville, 
the  lakes  Borgne,  Pontchartrain,  and  Maurepas. 
It  was  consequently  proper  here  to  recall  wnat 
was  set  forth  in  this  treaty.  2.  That  of  1783 
between  Spain  and  England,  by  whfch  the  lat- 
ter confirmed  to  Spain  the  possession  and  prop- 
erty of  West  Florida,  which  she  had  conquered 
during  the  war,  and  ceded  to  her  East  Florida. 
It  is  a  very  fit  moment  to  recall  the  inviolability 
of  this  treaty,  since  it  is  evident,  from  it,  that 
the  Floridas  are  two  provinces  independent  of 
Louisiana,  absolutely  unconnected  with  and  dis- 
tinct from  it ;  and  that  they  catne  into  the  pos- 
session of  Spain  by  very  dmerent  titles;  in  con- 
sideration of  which,  one  thing  cannot  be  con- 
founded with  another.  And  the  3d  is  that  of 
1795,  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  As  in  this  treatv  the  frontiers  between 
the  United  States  and  tbe  Spanish  possessions 
are  described,  and  the  Floridas  are  named  as 
provinces  notoriously  unconnected  with  and  dis- 
tinct from  Louisiana ;  as  by  it  the  dismember- 
ment of  NatchiiP,  Nogales,  dbc.,  was  effected ; 
and  as  it  is  therein  stipulated  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  shall  be  free  to  the  Amer^ 
icans  and  Spaniards,  and  a  place  sranted  in 
favor  of  the  former  for  their  commodities  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  for  which  purpose  New 
Orleans  was  designated  for  the  term  of  thtee 
Tears,  it  was  consequently  thought  proper  to  re- 
fer to  this  treaty,  and  snow  that  it,  as  well  as 


those  of  1764  and  1783,  ia,  and  ought  to  be,  in 
full  force  and  effect. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  the  three  clauses 
stipulating  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana  to  France 
cannot  be  more  conclusive;  that  they  are  prop- 
erly connected  with  and  support  each  other  by 
declaring  and  explaining  the  intentions  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  the  precise  nature  and 
extent  of  their  contract ;  so  that  it  is  impossible 
to  give  another  interpretation  to  any  of  the  said 
clauses,  as  that  would  place  them  m  eontradic- 
tioo  with  each  other,  and  would,  moreover,  ob- 
scure the  evident  truth  of  facts,  aad  involve  a 
monstrous  violation  of  poUic  treaties,  without 
excepting  that  of  1778  between  Prance  and  the 
United  States.    Ton  doubtless  bear  in  mind,  sit, 
that,  by  the  sixth  article  of  that  treaty,  France 
solemnly  engages  never  to  acquire  West  Florida, 
or  any  portion  of  the  territory  ceded  by  her  to 
England  in  1763.    How,  then,  could  she,  in  1800, 
acquire  West  Florida,  or  any  part  of  it,  even  al- 
though the  Treaty  of  St.  Udefonao  were  not  spe- 
cifically and  solely  confined  to  the  retrocession  of 
Looisiana,  such  as  it  was  at  that  time,  and  ta  it 
had  been  since  1764  7   The  nndersundiog  rejects 
all  doubt  on  points  so  clear  And  evident.    By  Ae 
Treatv  of  St.  Ildefonso,  France  heraelf  only  re- 
ceived Louisiana  spch  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  and  as  it  was  after  its  cession  by  Fmnce. 
It  is  well  known  that  it  Im  the  act  or  delivoy 
which  completes  the  contract.   France  was  satis- 
fied with  what  was  delivered  to  her,  and  neither 
claimed  nor  pretended  to  anything  more.  Wxmld 
the  French  government,  under  Napoleon,  have 
failed  to  claim  this  additional  territory,  i^  ia  that 
treatv,  there  had  been  found  a  sin^k  vord  of 
which  it  could  arail  itsdf,  or  the  smallest  pteieit 
for  makinff  the  claim  ?    Certainly  not.    France 
knew  per^ctly  well  that  Louisiana  did  not  com- 
prehend a  greater  extent  of  territory,  and  that  all 
was  delivered  that  belonged  to  her  at  the  tnne 
the  contract  was  made. 

The  French  Government  itself,  aAer  the  dis- 
pute arose  between  the  United  States  and  Spein. 
which  is  now  pending,  declared^  in  two  official 
notes,  ^*  that  the  eastern  boundaries  of  Lonisiatta 
are  pointed  out  by  the  course  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  by  the  river  Iberville,  and  the  lakes  Pont- 
chartrain and  Maurepas;  that  Spain  has  ceded 
back  nothing  more  to  France,  nor  had  the  latter 
a  right  to  pretend  to  more ;  and  that,  having  sub- 
stituted the  United  States  in  her  rights,  they  could 
pretend  to  nothing  more  in  virtue  of  the  eesstea 
or  sale  made  to  them  of  Louisiana*'' 

"^  lite  12ih  of  FYitetidor,  VUk  year. 

'*The  eastern  boundaries  of  Louisiana  are 
pointed  out  by  the  course  of  the  Mississippi,  mad 
afterwards  by  the  river  Iberville,  the  lakes  Poai- 
chartratn  and  Maurepas.  This  is  the  line  of  de- 
marcation which  bounds  the  territory  ceded  by 
Spain  to  France,  by  the  treaty  of  the  30ih  of 
Ventose,  9th  year.  Nothing  beyond  this  Umit 
would  have  been  asked  for  by  France;  and  as 
she  did  nothing  more  than  8ul»titute  the  United 
Sutes  in  the  rights  which  she  had  acquired,  they 
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euiiot  raf  trite  of  Sptim  i  mDraettflmireetisioQ, 
unless  saeb  vmdon  be  negotiated  and  stipulated 
between  them  and  Spain  by  some  fuftber  eon- 
Ten  tion." 

*  TTke  tUh  qf  GermimUi  I3«A  year. 

"  This  question  could  not  beeome  the  subject 
of  a  aevious  discussion  between  Spain  and  ibe 
United  Stales,  except  the  conditions  of  the  trea- 
ties of  cession,  which  hare  successirelf  trans- 
ferred Louisiana  to  France  and  the  Americans, 
were  iost  sight  of." 

''Spain  could  only  cede  back  to  France  the 
territory  she  had  reeeired  from  her:  the  righu 
o(  France  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  and  they  were  so  only  to  the  same 
extent." 

If,  aotwiihsiaiidittg  this  full  and  irresistible 


and  I  again  assure  rou,  sir,  that  I  shall  »«t««. 
myseilf  Tery  happy  ir^  in  this  negotiation,  I  can 
satisfy  all  the  just  desires  and  hopes  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  I  shall  omit  nothing  that  is  in 
my  power,  or  may  be  compatible  with  the  rights 
and  nonor  of  His  Majesty's  Crown. 

I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  re- 
spects, and  I  pray  Gk>d  to  preserTe  you  many 
years.  LOUIS  DB  ONIS. 


haye  recoarse  to  France,  that  she  may  hfford  all 
the  explanations  that  are  judged  to  be  necessary 
or  useroi,  since  nothing  is  more  proper  than  that 
she  and  Spain  should  know  to  what  the  treaty 
coadnded  at  St.  Ildefonso  is  reduced,  and  they 
alone  are  competent  to  dear  Up  any  doubts  that 
may  hare  arisen  as  to  the  import  of  the  expres- 
sions employed  in  the  said  treaty.  It  is  unques- 
tionable tluit  it  agrees  with  the  principle  generally 
aeknowledved,  that  when  a  law  or  treaty  offers 
any  doubt,  from  the  obscurity  or  ambiffuity^of  the 
words  contained  ia  it,  the  party  which  made  the 
ImW  or  the  trtafy  is  the  one  uriiich  should  explain 
the  meaning  of  such  words,  and  remote  the 
douhc  wMeh  has  oconrred. 

I  would  now  proceed  to  declare  what  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana, 
and  what  mre  Ihoae  which  separate,  or  ought  to 
•eparate,  it  from  the  Spanish  possessions,  should 
I  not  apprehend  to  make  this  note  too  diffuse. 
Reserring  myaelf,  therefore,  to  discuss  this  point 
in  a  separate  not^  I  now  recall  to  your  consider- 
ation the  cliief  grounds  and  ai;^uments  on  which 
Spain  founds  her  exdustre  richt  to  the  whole 
extent  of  West  Florida,  in  ortfor  that,  when  we 
are  agreed  upon  this  point,  we  may  proceed  to  a 
tike  eaamination  and  deliberation  on  the  western 
bofuodariea  of  Loaisiana. 

But,  alibough  this  is  the  order  pointed  out  by 
reason  and  justice  in  the  aetiml  state  of  the  pend- 
ing differences,  nerertheless,  that  we  may  judge, 
upon  the  most  exact  information,  of  the  grounds 
and  arguments  of  each  GtoTernment,  respectiTely, 
tad,  after  agieeing  on  what  belongs  to  Spain, 
aad  what  beloi^  to  the  United  States,  we  may 
be  enabled  to  lav  the  basis  of  a  general  and  final 
<ettlemenc  of  air  differenees,  if  you  should  think 
tbst  there  ean  be  a  more  expeditious  mode  of 
settling  and  terminating  them,  without  preju- 
diciag  the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  on 
?rin4^ee  of  reeii»rooal  Utility  and  conrenfence, 
you  may  communicate  your  ideas  thereon  to  me, 
with  the  certainty  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  that  this  negotiation  may 
be  imieaMy  terminated,  for  which  purpose  he 
has  giten  me  decisire  orders  and  iostrnotions; 


DonLouia  dt  OnU  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Wabbington,  Januctry  5, 1818. 
Sia :  In  my  not«  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  I 
prored  to  you,  to  a  degree  of  moral  demonstra- 
tion which  I  think  to  be  fully  convincing,  what 
are  and  ought  to  be  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
[  Louisiana ;  and  I  hope  such  incontivTertible,  de- 
demonstration,  yon  should  be  of  opinion,  sir«4hat  oisive  reasons  cannot  fail  to  bring  you  fairly  to 
it  is  still  necessary^  to  dear  up  this  pdut^  Let  us  |  acknowledge  that  Louisiana  neither  does  nor 

can  include  any  part  of  West  Florida.  As  I 
hare  not  yet  reeeired  your  answer  to  the  said 
note,  it  was  my  intention  to  wait  for  it,  and  not 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  second  point 
of  the  question  of  boundaries  before  we  had  agreed 
on  and  settled  what  relates  to  the  first,  in  order 
to  proceed  methodically,  and  not  to  involre  or 
emoarrass  the  plain  and  expeditious  course  of 
this  inrestigation ;  but  being  desirous  of  not  los- 
ing an  instant  in  explainidg  erery  point  relatiFc 
to  so  important  a  matter,  I  anticipate  the  exami- 
nation of  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana, 
which  is  the  second  point  of  the  question,  thereby 
facilitating  whateirer  may  claim  your  attention 
as  to  both  in  their  respective  order,  and  enabling 
you  to  comprahend  the  truth  at  once. 

I  might  contend  that  the  United  States,  bar- 
ing received  the  province  of  Louisiana  from 
France  with  no  greater  extent  than  it  had  when 
France  received  it  from  Spain  in  1800,  and  when 
Spain  acquired  it  from  France  in  1764,  that,  and 
no  other,  ought  to  bd  the  extent  which  properly 
belongs  to  it,  without  the  necessity  of  reourrii^ 
to  any  other  reasons  or  grounds  than  those  re- 
sulting from  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefunso;  since 
Spain  having  ceded  back  to  France  in  1800  only 
what  she  had  received  from  her  in  1764,  bdn^ 
that  which  France  sold  to  the  United  States,  it 
is  easy  to  investigate  and  establish  what  were, 
and  in  all  that  period  continued  to  be,  the  proper 
extent  and  limits  of  Louisiana.  But  I  am  wiU- 
inff  to  admit  that  France  did  substitute  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  all  the  rights  or  pretensions  she  had 
or  could  have  at  another  period  as  to  what  re- 
gaids  the  western  boundaries  of  that  colony  when 
hers,  althouffb  nothing  to  that  effect  is  expressed 
or  insinuated  in  the  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  by  which  the  latter  acquired 
it ;  and  that  the  contrary  is  evidently  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that  France  inserted,  word 
for  word,  in  this  treaty  the  conclusive  clauses  of 
thilt  of  Su  Ildefonso,  which  speak  simply  and 
precisely  of  the  retracemion  of  Louisiana.  I 
admit  (to  go  on  to  a  more  copious  and  irresisti- 
ble demonstration)  that  the  united  States  have 
succeeded  to  all  the  righu  which  France  may 


1716 


APPENDIX. 


1716 


Btlaiiomwm  SpmiB. 


luiTe  had  at  another  perknl ;  and  I  call  yoar  at- 
teotioD,  sir,  to  the  folio wiog  oheerTatioas  before 
I  eater  oa  the  ezamiaatiop  of  the  data  or  groands 
on  which  the  Uoited  States  rest  their  claims  of 
ezteoding  in  that  qoarler  the  bouodaries  of  LfOU* 
isiana  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  ages  before  France 
thonght  of  forming  establishments  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  therefore  long  before  she  had  made  any 
in  Canada,  the  Crown  of  Spain  possessed  the 
whole  territory  around  the  Qalf  of  Mexico,  from 
the  peninsula  of  Tacatan  to  the  sontbern  cape  of 
Florida.  If  the  eastern  part  of  said  gulf,  as  far 
as  Pannco,  the  whole  of  which  was  then  known 
under  the  eztensire  (genenco)  name  of  Florida, 
was  not  actnatly  peopled  by  Spaniards,  it  is  no- 
torious and  indubitable  that  it  was  discovered  bj 
them  as  early  as  the  year  1511,  under  the  expedi- 
tion of  Joan  Ponce  de  Leon;  that  all  the  coast, 
from  the  present  Florida  to  Panuco,  was  exploreo 
by  Francisco  de  Qaray  in  1518,  and  also  by  Her- 
nando de  Soto,  and  coDtinoally  by  other  Spanish 
commanders  until  1561,  when  it  was  explored 
and  described  by  An^el  de  Viilafane  and  Jorge 
Ceron;  said  discoveries  and  description  having 
been  made  in  pursuance  of  a  royal  order  issued 
for  that  purpose,  papers  of  that  description  being 
still  extant ;  and  it  was  confirmed  that  from  those 
remote  periods  Spain  was  established  as  the  mis- 
tress and  possessor  of  all  that  coast  and  territory, 
and  that  she  never  permitted  foreigrners  to  enter 
the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  nor  any  of  the  territories 
lying  around  it,  having  repeated  the  royal  orders 
by  which  she  then  enforced  the  said  prohibition, 
and  charged  the  Spanish  Viceroys  and  Gover- 
nors with  the  most  strict  observance  of  the  same. 
The  right  and  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
to  the  northwest  coast  of  America  as  high  up  as 
the  Californias  is  not  less  certain  aad  indisputa- 
ble, the  Spaniards  haying  explored  it  as  far  as  the 
forty-seveoth  degree  in  the  expedition  under  Juan 
de  Fuca  in  15^,  and  in  th'at  under  the  Admiral 
Fonte  to  the  fifty-fifth  dep^ree  in  1640. 

The  dominion  of  Spain  in  these  vast  regions 
being  thus  established,  and  her  rif^hts  of  discov- 
ery, conquest,  and  possession,  being  never  dis- 
puted, she  could  scarcely  pNoness  a  property 
founded  on  more  respectable  principles,  whether 
of  the  law  of  nations,  of  public  law,  or  any  others 
which  serve  as  a  basis  to  such  acquisitions  as  all 
the  independent  Kingdoms  and  States  of  the  earth 
consist  of. 

Confining  ourselves  at  present  to  the  Mexican 
Qulf  and  to  the  Spanish  provinces  situated  to  the 
westward  of  Louisiana,  we  shall  see  in  what 
manner  Spain  extended  her  population  and  found- 
ed settlements  in  different  points  of  the  vast  ter- 
ritory of  which  she  was  the  mistress  and  posses- 
sor in  this  part  of  the  new  world.  All  the  coun- 
try extending  from  the  Rio  de  las  Palmas  to  the 
confines  of  Fanueo,  in  latitude  forty-eight  de- 
crees, was  then  included  under  the  name  of  Flor- 
ida, and  crossed  the  Mississippi.  From  the  time 
of  the  expeditions  undertaken  to  explore  it  in 
1512  by  Juan  Ponce,  in  1525  by  Vasquez  de  Ayl- 
lon.  in  1527  by  Panfilo  de  Narvaez,  and  in  1538 


by  Hernando  da  Soto,  the  Spaaiarda  were  ii 
aantly  engaged  in  advaaeing  their  diseorerits 
and  settlemenu  in  this  cxteaaive  canntry,  not 
onlv  in  the  time  of  Luis  Moseoeo  and  of  Pedro 
Meiendez,  between  the  years  1642  a»d  1545,  bat 
they  were  constantly  so  In  the  time  of  all  their 
suecetsors.  At  the  time  of  their  first  expeditioas 
they  landed  la  the  bays  of  Saata  Rota  and  Btpi- 
ritu  Santo  or  St.  Bernardo,  snrveytd  the  wbok 
coast,  and  crossed  the  MIssiasipoL  Thejr  pene- 
trated into  the  coaatriea  of  Hirraigoa,  Moacoso, 
Umbaracuzi,  Aorera,  Ocali,  Apalacbe,  Altapa- 
lia,  Cofa,  Mobile,  Chasquin^  Gatgate,  Uhao^ne, 
Guachoya,  and  others,  which  it  wonld  be  tedious 
to  enumerate*  The  same  Hemaado  de  Soto, 
after  having  in  person' sunreyed  theeoasiand  in- 
terior of  the  country,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  Rio  Negro,  ia  1M2  died 
at  Guacboya. 

No  European  nation  had  yet  attempted  to  dis- 
turb th^  Spaniards  in  their  poaaessions  in  the 
new  world ;  none  had  trod  on  any  point  of  thoM 
territories;  and  the  Spaniards  conttnaed  extead- 
ing  their  establishments,  as  the  only  nation  which 
had  acquired  the  possession  and  the  pro|iertf  of 
that  part  of  the  American  contineat  and  islands. 
They  gave  rise  to  the  new  kingdoms  of  Leon  and 
Santaader  in  the  year  1596,  and  to  the  province 
of  Cohaquila  in  1600.  They  founded  that  of 
Texas  in  1690,  establishing  missions,  hamleli; 
and  posts,  under  the  name  of  prestdiM,  such  as 
those  of  Bahia  del  Refugio,  Sl  Antonio,  Sspiiihi 
Santo,  St.  Juan,  Nacogdoches,  Aycse%  and  Saa 
Miguel  de  los  Adaes,  a  short  distance  from  tike 
Rio  Roxo,  (Red  river,)  exteading  thcsselrea  to 
the  banks  of  that  river. 

.  Long  before,  they  had  established  tkemaelTes 
in  New  Mexico,  where  they  built  the  capital  of 
Santa  Fe,  in  thirty-nine  degrees  north  latitude, 
and  opened  and  worked  mines  in  its  neighboihood. 
From  thence  they  spread  themselves  wide  of  the 
rivers  that  empty  from  north  and  sooth  into 
the  Missouri,  communicating  and  trading  with 
the  Indian  nations;  so  that  from  that  tiaie  Spain 
considered  all  the  territory  lying  to  the  east  and 
north  of  New  Mexico  as  far  as  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  as  her  property.  These  dominions 
and  settlements  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  were  con- 
nected with  those  which  she  had  on  the  Galf  of 
Mexico,  that  is  to  say^  with  thoae  of  Florida  sad 
the  coasu  of  the  provmce  of  Texas,  which,  boag 
on  the  same  gulf,  must  be  acknowledged  to  beioag 
to  Spain,  since  the  whole  circumferenee  of  the 
gulf  was  hers;  which  property,  incootesuUy  ac- 
quired, she  had  constaatly  maintained  among  her 
possessions,  not  because  she  occupied  it  through- 
out iu  whole  extent,  which  was  irapoasiblc,  bat 
on  the  principle  generally  recognised,  that  the 
property  of  a  lake  or  narrow  sea,  and  that  of  a 
country,  however  extensite,  provided  no  other 
Power  IS  already  established  ia  the  interior,  is 
acquired  by  the  occupation  of  its  principal  points. 

These  premises  being  established,  and  not  to 
be  shaken,  as  they  are  ail  supported  bf  history, 
ancient  monuments,  tradition,  aad  irrefragable 
documeou,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  for  their 
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»ri^o  the  groaods  on  whioh  yoor  QoTernmeol 
naintaiBt  its  pretcatioiM* 

As  early  as  the  commeDcement  of  the  seven- 
eeoth  century,  France  and  England  began  to 
brin  expeditions  in  imitation  of  the  Spaniards, 
ind  to  diseoTer  points  for  settlements  in  that 
Mit  of  America.  The  French  expeditions  pen- 
strated  into  Cansda  by  the  river  St.  LAwrenee, 
md  those  of  the  English  were  directed  to  differ^ 
ixkt  parts  of  the  coast  on  the  Atlantic.  Hence 
Drigtnaled  the  basis  on  which  the  two  natioos 
if ter wards  foonded  and  extended  their  respective 
lettlements.  I  shall  now  only  speak  ol  those 
nade  by  the  French,  as  they  serve  as  a  support 
o  the  actnal  pretensions  of  the  United  States. 
Francis.  Ribaot,  an  adventarer  of  that  nation, 
lad  already  penetrated  into  Florida  with  some 
bllowers  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
ury^and  bnilt  the  fort  called  Charles  le  Fort; 
)at  this  rash  enterprise  on  the  territory  of  the 
Drown  of  Spain  was  immediately  overthrown 
ind  disiipated,  the  Spanish  Governor,  Pedro 
Melendez,  having  attacked  and  taken  the  fort, 
ind  made  prisoners  of  Ribaut  and  all  his  people, 
dencion  is  likewise  made  by  some  writers  of  an- 
other Frenchman,  called  Kene  de  Laudoniere, 
vbo  is  said  to  have  landed  from  the  squadioo  of 
\dmiral  Coliffny,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  the 
fear  1564,  and  bnilt  a  fort,  which  he  named.  Car* 
>liD,  about  the  spot  where  Pensacola  now  stands; 
:)ui  the  same  writers  add  that  the  Spaniards  im< 
nediately  attacked  the  French,  put  them  to'death, 
ind  razed  the  fort  or  redoubt  they  had  built; 
others  say  that  it  was  on  that  same  fort  that  the 
Spaniards  afterwards  built  the  fortress  of  St. 
Vogustine ;  so  vague  and  so  uncertain  is  the  in« 
ormation  respecting  these  particular  adventu- 
ers.  The  story  related  of  a  Recollet  friar, 
ailed  Father  Hennipen,  is  still  more  ridiculous, 
rho  is  said  to  have  been  made  a  prisoner  bv  the 
odians  at  the  time  they  were  at  war  with  the 
freneh  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  the  Illinois, 
vhence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring  the  coun- 
ry  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Louis  or 
dississippi,  of  which  he  took  possession  in  the 
tame  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  gave  it  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  (doubtless  in  his  secret  thoughts,  and 
)y  a  mere  mental  act.)  It  is  added  that  this  friar 
escaped  from  the  Illinois,  and  returned  to  Can- 
ida,  where  he  related  all  he  had  seen,  and  after- 
ivards  published  it  in  France  more  circumstan- 
iaiiy  in  a  memoir,  which  he  dedicated  to  the 
elebrated  Colbert.  These  accounts,  and  others 
fa  like  nature,  are  contemptible  in  themselves, 
ven  though  the  facts  they  relate  were  authentic, 
ince  nothing  can  be  interred  from  them  that 
an  favor  the  idea  started  by  those  who  speak  of 
bese  transient  adventures  and  incursions. 

Let  as  see  what  i^iportance  can  be  attached  to 
vbat  is  said  of  Bernardo  de  la  Salle,  who,  in 
1679,  descended  from  Canada  to  the  Mississippi, 
lod  there  built  Fort  Oevecontr,  according  to  M. 
E)u  Pratz,  or  Fort  Prudhomme,  according  to 
others.  What  is  certain  amounts  to  this :  that 
he  only  made  a  rapid  incursion  from  Canada  to 
the  Mississippi,  ns  any  other  adventurer  might 


d0|  crossing  the  territories  of  another  nation; 
that  he  returned  to  Quebec  without  any  further 
result  than  that  of  an  imperfect  exploration  of 
the  country ;  and  that  he  embarked  at  Quebeo 
for  France,  from  whence  he  returned  in  1684 
with  an  expedition  composed  of  four  vessels, 
commanded  by  Captain  Beaijieau,  to  explore  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  This  expedition  en- 
tered the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber of  the  following  year.  La  Salle,  beins  de- 
ceived in  his  reckoning  by  the  currents  of  the 
ffttlf,  could  not  find  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and. 
Being  overtaken  by  a  storm  on  the  coast  of  the 
province  of  Texas^  he  was  obliged  to  take  shelter 
in  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard.  Two  of  his  vessels 
were  captured  by  the  Spanish  cruisers,  another 
was  lost  in  the  bay,  and  Beaojeau  returned  to 
France  in  the  only  one  that  escaped.  La  Salle, 
having  landed  with  some  people  and  ten  pieces 
of  artillery,  then  built  a  small  fort  as  a  protection 
against  the  Indians,  and  was  obliged  to  change 
his  ground  three  different  times;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  the  Clancoates  Indians,  inhabiting 
the  adjoioing  country,  forced  him  to  abandon  the 
fort,  and  to  retreat  bv  the  Rio  de  la  Trinidad 
(Trinity  river.)  While  on  this  retreat,  he  formed 
a  project  of  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  to  see  if  he  could  discover  the  fabulous 
mines  of  Santa  Barbara ;  but  he  was  assassinated 
on  his  route  by  his  own  people;  and  such  was 
the  result  of  the  famous  French  expedition  so 
much  talked  of.  The  Indians  fell  immediately 
on  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  massacred  the  small  gam- 
son  left  by  La  Salle.  The  remainder  of  the 
French  who  accompanied  him  shared  the  same 
fate,  being  dispersc^d  in  different  directions  after 
the  fall  oftbeir  chief,  they  perished  by  the  hands 
of  the  Indians. 

In  the  meantime  news  of  this  incursion  having 
reached  Mexico,  the  Viceroy,  fearful  of  a  repeti- 
tion of  similar  attempts,  held  a  council  of  war  to 
deliberate  on  the  affair,  in  obedience  to  the  royal 
order  issued  by  Philip  II.,  enjoining  the  extermi- 
nation of  all  toreigners  who  would  dare  to  pene- 
trate into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  An  expedition 
was  then  resolved  on,  to  be  formed  at  Cohaquila, 
under  the  command  of  Alonzo  de  Leon,  to  scour 
the  country,  and  hunt  out  the  French,  if  any 
were  still  remaining.  Having  set  out  with  the 
necessary  force,  he  arrived,  on  the  22d  of  April,  . 
168^  at  the  place  where  La  Salle  had  built  Fort 
St.  Louis,  and  on  the  24th  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay,  where  he  fell  in  with  the  remains  of  the 
French  vessel  that  had  been  wrecked.  Having 
heard  in  his  march  that  some  of  La  Salle's  com- 
panions were  still  wandering  about  the  country, 
or  had  taken  refuge  with  the  Indians,  he  shaped 
his  course  towards  the  nation  of  the  Asimais, 
and  was  received  bv  them  with  marks  of  friend- 
ship and  respect*  He,  however,  found  no  traces 
of  the  French,  as  no  more  of  them  were  in  ex- 
istence. 

Alonzo  de  Leon  treated  the  Asmais  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  and  called  them  TkmUf  which 
in  their  language  signifies  *^  friends."  On  the  22d 
of  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  wrote  to  the  Viceroy  ^ 
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iDformtDg  him  that  there  exists  n^iiher  French 
nor  tnj  other  foreiMers  iti  the  whole  eoantr? ; 
that  the  Texas  Indians  possessed  great  attaen« 
ment  and  good  will  to  the  Spaniards;  and  that 
it  wonld  be  rerf  proper  to  establish  missions  and 

?:arri8on8  throoghont  that  country  to  prevent  any 
utnre  attempt  br  incursion  of  foreigners,  and  to 
S  reserve  the  eonouest.  This  subject  harioffbeen 
eliberated  on  in  Mexico,  the  mission  of  St«  Fran- 
cisco de  Texas  was  foonded  in  1690,  after  that 
nation  had  Tolttntarily  submitted  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain.  The  Yieeroy  of  Mexico  continued  to 
take  effectual  measures  for  protecting  the  country 
and  prerenting  the  intrusion  of  any  French  ad- 
▼enturers.  The  Court  of  Spain,  on  being  in- 
formed of  what  had  passed,  renewed  rigorous 
orders  to  the  same  effect,  and  also  gave  directions 
for  the  instruction  and  goremment  of  the  Indians. 
Such  were  the  objects  of  the  expedition  under 
Don  Domingo  de  Teran,  and  of  tnat  which  was 
effected  under  the  command  of  Don  Qregorio 
Salinas,  in  May,  1698.  Since  that  period  the 
prof  ince  of  Texas  has  continued  in  perfect  tran- 
quilhty  under  the  Spanish  Gorernment,  and  no 
further  attempts  were  made  by  the  French  to 
penetrate  into  any  part  of  it. 

You  see,  sir,  that  the  excursion  of  La  BMe  can 
gire  France  no  rights  to  that  province,  which 
had  long  before  been  acknowledged  to  be,  and 
was.  incorporated  in  the  Spanish  dominions. 
Such  an  excursion  was,  in  fact,  nothing  more 
than  the  rash  attempt  of  a  foreigner  to  explore 
part  of  the  territories  of  another  nation,  and  is 
not  substantially  different  from  that  made  by  Mr. 
Le  Vaillant  in  the  country  of  the  CaflVes,  to  the 
northeast  of  (he  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  by  which, 
however,  France  aecinired  no  rirht  to  that  part 
of  the  Dutch  possessions,  although  they  were  still 
desert  when  ine  said  Le  Yaillant  explored  them. 
What  territories  are  there  in  the  world,  especially 
in  extensive  dominions  still  new  and  thinly  peo- 
pled, in  which  excursions  of  that  nature  have  not 
De«n  made  by  indivfdirab  of  fbreign  countries, 
sometime*  of  neighboring  nations,  (which  is  the 
most  common,)  and  sometimes  of  those  which, 
alilioogh  at  a  distance,  actuated  either  bv  curi- 
osity or  ambition,  undertake  to  explore  unxnown 
countries,  inhabited  by  other  people  and  governed 
by  other  Powers? 

Nor  can  I  refrain  from  recalling  here  what  has 
been  written  and  thoroughly  investigated  touch- 
ing the  pretended  settlement  of  the  French  tn  the 
Illinois  and  Arkansas. 

Whether  they  were  some  of  the  individuals  of 
La  Salle's  expedition  who  had  survived  it,  as  M. 
Du  Pratt  has  it,  or  whether  they  were  other  ad- 
venturetB  from  Canada,  it  seems  beyond  a  doubt 
thaY  some  Freocbmen  did  penetrate  as  hr  as  the 
Arkansas,  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  or  the  beginutng  of  the  eighteenth ;  on 
which  pohit.  however,  the  records  of  that  period 
do  not  exactly  agree.  Enterprisins  people  from 
Canada,  lloth  Frenchmen  «nd  natives,  commu-* 
nicated  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  penetrate 
far  into  the  interior,  to  purchase  cattle  and  for 
other  purpoaes  of  traffic*   Some  of  them,  there- 


fore, fixed  thenonelves  «t  the  post  of  Arfcnists, 
not  as  settlers,  but  as  agents  to  carry  oe  the  trsde 
between  Canada  and  the  natives  of  (hts  district. 
The  same  took  place  at  the  post  of  the  rij^nois, 
long  before  the  first  foundation  of  the  Prench 
colony  of  Louisiana  was  thought  of. 

Father  Marqoez,  a  Jesuit,  had  penetrated  in 
1671,  as  a  missionary,  into  the  Indian  natioD  ctUed 
Sanlteox,  as  far  as  Chacwani^nng,  on  Lake  So- 
perior ;  and  in  the  year  following  one  SaJiec,  with 
a  view  to  explore  the  Mississippi,  proceeded  from 
Canada  to  Chagwanigong  point  After  joinini 
Father  Marquez,  they  both  advanced  aad  sik- 
ceeded  in  penetrating  to  that  river  by  the  Oois- 
consin.  They  met  with  a  considerable  ponolitioa 
in  the  country  of  the  Illinois,  at  the  month  of  the 
river  Moingora ;  and  after  promising  to  visit  them 
on  their  return,  they  suggested  to  those  ladiaas 
the  idea  of  entering  the  country  by  the  rivsuoee 
called  the  Illinois ;  and  the  Indians  did  so,  tod 
settled  in  a  district  known  by  the  name  of  die 
Great  Rock,  or  Great  Penasco.  about  five  letgoes 
higher  op  than  the  mouth  or  the  river.  Slliet 
and  Father  Marquez  could  descend  the  Musts- 
sippi  no  farther  than  the  Arkansas ;  and  on  their 
return  from  their  excursion  they  found  the  Dli* 
noir  encamped  at  the  Great  Penasco.  Stbet 
continued  his  retreat,  and  Father  Marqoei  deter- 
mined to  remain  with  these  Indians,  to  iostnKt 
them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  fiitb.  It 
this  attempt  be  was  succeeded  by  other  missfoD- 
aries,  who  afterwards  proceeded  to  found  a  efivrek 
there,  sufficiently  regular,  composed  of  Ulimm 
and  Canadians  who  had  met  and  united  viii  eaek 
other ;  these  people  were  nowise  sabjeet  to  the 
French  Government,  but  lived  independeat,  in 
the  manner  of  several  Indian  nations  bottehog 
on  the  United  States.  Several  other  Indians  of 
the  Miami  and  Shawanee  tribes-  came  and  setded 
themselves  near  the  Bix  Rock,  or  Great  Peoaseo, 
but  they  disagreed,  and  soon  after  disj^prsed.  A 
party  ot  the  Illinois  went  down  the  river  and  sec- 
tied  at  Cahokia,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  below  ^eoooti  of 
the  Illinois.  Other  missionaries  follolredtbem; 
and  thus  Went  on  this  kind  of^otony,  informal  or 
wandering,  hot  always  independent  of|  aad  aa- 
connected  with  the  Freneh  of  Canada. 

Let  us  now  speak  of  the  settlement  of  tie 
French  in  the  country  called  by  them  Louisiasi. 
The  first  spot  occupied  by  them  in  this  coosfff 
was  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  about  thirty  leagues  to  tkt 
eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  year  IW,  or, 
more  strictly  speaking,  tn  1700;  and  MobAe,  t 
little  farther  eastward,  where  they  estaUtsbed 
themselves,  was,  during  two-nnd-twentv  years, 
the  capital  of  their  new  colony.  From  that  time 
they  ottserved  the  greatest  caution  in  the  setde- 
ments  they  formed  on  the.  banks  (^  the  Missis- 
sippi. Seventeen  years  4iad  passed  stnee  die 
foundation  of  their  colony,  when  tbef  veofored 
to  raise  some  huts  on  the  ikt  bank  of  that  r; ver ; 
and  this  was  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  Nev 
Orieans,  which  five  years  afterwards  became  the 
capital  of  ihecolony,  when  the  intimate  relaiioas 
between  France  aad  Spain,  not  only  by  virtaeef 
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the  famUy  ogmmt,  botmore  pvti^uIaKL?  hj  tbp 
elevftiioQ  o£  Philip  V.  to  the  tliroaa  ot  Spaia, 
farored  thf  toIentioo<  of  a  dexterous  encroach- 
ment  on  a  territory  which  was  ackoowledffed  to 
belong  to  that  mooarchy.  In  1722  ih»  French 
sacceeded  in  fixing  some  German  families  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  to  the  settlements 
woich  thev  already  ha4  aoove  and  below  the  new 
city  of  Orleaas.  Thev  afterwards  settled  some 
Acadians.  a  little  higher,  upi  and  finally  soijie 
others  at  Point  Coup6e.  Bat  the  whole  limjts 
of  these  cottages  ox  settlements  did  not  extend  to 
more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  acres  of  land  upon 
the  front  of  the  river  \  so  that  the  French,  seeing 
a  want  of  cattle,  and  feeling  the  necessity  of  es- 
tablishing herdato  keep  up  a  supply,  turned  their 
riews  to  the  extensive  and  fertile  prairies  of  At* 
lakapas,  and  the  CSoyernor  of  Louisiana  there- 
upon applied  to  the  commandant  of  the  interior 
proYioces  of  Mexico  for  permission  to  establish 
iome  herds  only,  which  was  frankly  granted  to 
lim  by  the  Spanish  commandant.  In  fact  they 
)ad  nothing  more,  than  cattle  estabUshmenis  in 
\ttajkapas  and  Opelousas^  when  the  colony  was 
raosferred  to  Spain  in  1764.  They  had  never 
{One  farther  \  and  it  is  to  the  Spaniafda  that  the 
colony  is  indebted  for  the  extensive  population 
ind  cultivatioa  of  thatpart  of  the  territory  after- 
vards  ceded  back  to  France,  and  transferred  by 
ler  to  the  United  States ;  as  was  al^o  the  case  in 
he  settlemenis  of  La  Fourehe, .  AToyelles,  the 
lapides^  and  Ouachita*,  which  did  not  previously 
xist,  but  were  formeo.  by  the  Spaniards  withia 
he  proper  limits  of  the  monarchy. 

From  hence  you  will  clearly  see,  sir,  that  so 
ar  from  Spain  having  retained  any  point  belong* 
Dg  to  French  Louisiana  when  she  ceded  it  back 
•T  ihe  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefooso,  she  left  incorpo- 
ated  with  it  nanny  points,  settle]pent&  and  terri- 
ories,  which  in  truth  did  not  belong,  nor  ever 
lad  belonged,  to  the  said  colony* 

It  would  be  too  fatiguing  to  tiace,.step  by  step, 
ii  the  incur^iftna  of  the  French  from  Canada,  or 
rom  Louisiana,. into  oike^  points  of  the. Spanish 
ominionsy  by  passing  through  Indiftu  na^ons  or 
ninhabited  countries.  I  cannot,  howi)ver,  omit 
)uchiDg  on  the  accidental  cireumstance  which 
ave  rise  to  their  settlement  at  Kaskaskia,  twenty 
n^gues  below  Cahokia,  The  inhabitants  of  lilt- 
ois,  who  had  no  connexion  or  dependence  what- 
rer  on  Canada,  at  lengtti  undertook  to  gq  down 
le  river  and  trade  with  the.  French  ai  Biiofei 
od  MobDfi  hay;  and  these  traders  having  dis- 
overed  fertile  and  beautiful  prairies  pn  the  right 
f  ihe  small  rivei  iLaskaakia,  several  of  the  French 
HtJers  reoooved  thiiher  in  the  year.  1703,  and 
)uaded  what  is  now  the  town  of  Kaskaskia;  but, 
t^ej  alwaya.  lived  independent  and  in  alliance 
riih  the  Juidians,  until  the  Louisiana  company 
sntM.de  Boisbriant,  as  the  EA's.  lieutenant, 
riih  troops,  to  reduce  and  direct  Tnis  settlement, 
t  was  after  warda  considerably  increased  in  the 
aads  of  the  French,  who.  successively  formed 
^e  settleiDents  of  Chartres,  ,Su  Philin,  Prairie 
es  Bechee,  and  Prairie  Dupont,  but  stifi,^  aa  you 
erceive,  air,  on  the  left  of  the  Misaisaippi;  and 


it  was  not  until  several  years  afterwards  that  they> 
settled  Sl  Qeaevieve,  opposite  Kaskaakia,  on  the 
right  of  the  said  river--Mm  inconsiderable  settle- 
ment, which  made  no  piogress  until  the  country 
waa  ceded  to  England. 

In  fine,  all  the  written  documents  and  4iistori* 
cal  evidence  relating  to  French  Louisiana  agree 
in  dividing  it  into  Upp^  and  Lower,  and  prov- 
ing that  Lower  Louisiana  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  bayou  Manchae,  by  which  it  commu* 
nicates  from  the  river  Mississippi  to  the  Iberville; 
and  that  Upper  Louisiana  commences  above  the 
said  bayou,  the  post  of  Natchez  being  the  princi^ 
pal  settlement  of  the  French  in  that  quarter,  in 
whose  neighborhood  they  cultivated  tobacco. 
The  settlement  of  Natchitoches,  which  they  after- 
wards formed,  w)as  considefed  as  depending  oa 
Upper  Louisiana.  . 

It  would  b^  easy  10  prove  that  this  laitec  aettkir' 
ment  w^s  made  by  the  French  within  the  Span- 
ish territory,  and  merely  through  the  condescen*' 
sion  or  simecaace  of  the  viceroys  of  Mexico,  and 
the  governors  of  the  province  of  Texas.    Before 
the  French  had  founded  New  Orleans,  there i 
already  existed  the  Spanish  missions  and  settle* 
ments  of  San  Francisco^  h^  Purisima  Concep* 
cion,  San  Jos6f  and  Noesira  SeApra  de  la  Quad? 
aloupe,  at  a  very  short  distance  from  Natebi* 
tochea;  and  the  right  of  property  and  possession 
on  the  part  of  the  Qrown  of  Spain  to  the  whole 
of  this  territory,  as  far  aa  the  Missisaip|M,  waSt 
notorious^ 

I  am  aware  that  the  French  attacked  the  rnisr 
sion  of  Texas,  during  the  war  between  France  ^ 
and  Spain,  under  the  regency  of  the  Duke  of  Or* 
leanai  that  for  this  purpose  they  proceeded  from 
the  post  of  Natchitoches,  and  that  the  Spaniarda 
retreated  to  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  till  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  provice,  the  Marquis  de  Valero,  ad- 
vanced to  chastise  and  keep  the  enemy  in  check. 
This  commander  naa^ ched  against  them  in  1719, 
drove  them  from  the  Spanish  posts,  and  obliged 
them  to  shut  themselves  up  ia  Natchitoches. 

This  expedition  is  connected  with  the  authen-' 
tic  faeu  of  which^  M.  Du  Pratx  has  made  up  a 
ridiculous  and  fabulous  tale,  in  his  history  of  Lou^ 
isian%-  when  be  speaka  of  a  Freachman  of  the 
name  of  St.  Dennis,  and. supposes  certain  eoa- 
ventions  entered  into  between  nim  and  the  Duke 
de  Linf  res|  Viceroy  of  Mexiisp*  In  1715,  St. 
Dennis,  penetrated  from  Mob^e  to  the  Spannb 
garris(»9  of  San  Juan  Bautista,  with  thrfe  com? 

E anions  and  a  passport,  on  pretenea  of  going  to 
ny  cattle  in  the  missions  of^Texas,  but  in  reality 
to  carry  on  a  contraband  trade  and  explore  the 
country.  Both  he  and  his  eompanioas  wane, 
seiaed  and  conveyed  to  Mexico.  After  a  vi^riety 
of  adventures,  Su  Dennis  made  his  escape,  and 
was  one  of  thoae  who  set  out  from  Natchitoehea 
with  other  Frenchmen  to  attack  the  iohabiiants 
of  Texas,  as  I  have  before  stated. 

After  this  event  the  Marquis  de  Ayuayo  came 
to  Texas,  re-established  the  old  missions,  and 
founded  new  one^^  viz:  Pilar,  Adaes,  Loreto,  at 
the  bax  of  Espiritu  Santo,  or  St.  Bernard,  and 
Dolores,  known  by  the  name  of  Orqajzaco;  he 
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grestlr  improred  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  and 
placed  the  whole  frontier  of  the  province  in  a  re- 
spectable state.  Thns  the  Spanish  settlemenu 
remained  tranqoil  until  Looisiana  was  ceded  to 
Spain,  when  the  garrisons  of  Adaes  and  Orqai- 
zaco  w^e  suppressed,  as  being  no  longer  neces- 
sary. 

As  a  farther  proof  that  the  post  of  Natchitoches 
was  acknowledged  eren  by  the  French  as  being 
within  the  Spanish  territory,  I  shall  add  two  facts: 
the  first  is,  that  when  Captain  Don  Domingo  Ra- 
mon came  with  a  party  to  Texas,  after  St.  Den- 
nis and  his  followers  were  sent  to  Mexico,  he 
paid  a  friendly  Tisit  to  the  French  at  Natchito- 
ches, and  entered  that  fort  with  the  royal  baiova 
and  tfia^gnta  as  a  sign  of  the  dominion  and  jarii- 
diction  of  Spain,  to  which  the  French  made  no 
opposition.  The  second  fact  is,  that  in  the  year 
1742  the  French  Governor  of  Natchitoches  being 
desirous  to  remove  that  fort,  which  had  been  in- 
jured bv  an  inundation,  somewhat  farther  from 
the  bank  of  the  Rio  Roxo,  (the  Red  river,)  he 
waited  on  the  Spanish  Governor  of  the  Adaes. 
Don  Manuel  de  Sandoval,  and  requested  the  ne- 
cessary permission  to  do  so.  Sandoyal  granted 
it,  as  the  site  to  which  he  wished  to  remove  it 
was  no  farther  than  a  musket-shot  from  its  former 
situation.  Notwithstanding  the  Viceroy  of  Mex- 
ico, on  being  informed  of  this  act  of  accommoda- 
tion, highly  disapproved  it,  aad  despatched  Col. 
Don  Francisco  de  Brito  to  Adaes,  to  supersede 
Governor  Sandoval,  and  bring  him  under  guard 
to  Mexico,  to  be  tried  there  before  a  court  mar- 
tial ;  which  was  carried  into  efiect  with  all  the 
rigor  of  the  law. 

It  is  unquestionable,  from  the  historical  series 
of  facts,  and  the  most  unexceptionable  documents, 
that  the  province  of  Texas  extended  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  the  French  never  crossed  the 
river  into  that  district  but  through  the  sufferance 
or  permission  of  the  Spanish  Governors;  and  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  former  abusing  the  gene- 
rosity with  which  they  were  permitted  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  of  that  territory,  and  to  hold, 
for  that  purpose  only,  the  posts  of  Natchez  and 
Natchitoches,  positive  orders  were  issued  to  drive 
the  French  from  the  whole  district,  and  destroy 
the  ssid  posts.  The  Spanibh  commandant  ad- 
vanced with  a  sufficient  force  to  execute  those  or- 
ders; but  he  acceded  to  the  proposals  of  the  French 
at  Natchitoches,  which  were  confined  to  this:  that 
Arroyo  Hondo,  which  is  midway  between  Natch- 
itoches and  Adaes,  should  be  considered  as  the 
dividing  line,  until  the  determination  of  the  two 
Courts.  In  this  state  things  remained  without 
further  change,  and  so  continued  until  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  Spain  relieved  those  provinces  of 
Spaaish  America  from  all  embarrassment  and 
trouble  from  the  French.  But  it  always  was  an 
iindeniable  fact,  established  by  the  irresistible 
titles  and  documents,  that  the  French  neither 
held  nor  bad  held,  to  the  westward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  1719,  any  other  posts  than  Natchitoches, 
which  they  held  merely  by  the  condescension  of 
Spain ;  and  that  the  Spanish  settlement  of  Adaes, 
only  five  leagues  distant  from  the  Rio  Roxo, 


(Red  river.)  existed  much  earlier,  and  did  soex* 
ist  until  Louisiana  was  transferred  to  Sniii.  The 
parochial  records  of  Nacogdoches  tod  idiea,  witi 
the  registers  of  births,  bapti>«m8,  and  detths,  gi 
test  it  still  more  circumsiantiall]^,  ss  vdlis  the 
proceeding  of  the  pastoral  visit  made  in  1805, 
by  Don  Primo  Feliciano  fiCarin,  Ushop  of  ibe  nef 
kingdom  of  Leon,  who  visited  the  district  of 
Adaes,  and  the  whole  province  of  Tau. 

The  right  which  Spain  always  htd  lo  til  the 
territories  to  the  north  and  east  of  Hew  Ma- 
ico,  M  far  as  the  right  bank  of  thcMiinssippiiod 
the  Missouri,  is  proved  with  eqotlcertiifltjr.  All 
these  territories,  and  the  difierentbrtacbcs,  falls. 
and  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  vers  alvtfieom- 
prehended  within  the  line  of  the  Sptaish  domiB- 
ion  in  that  part  of  America  from  the  ctriiest  )x- 
riods  of  its  discovery  and  coa^nesL  Alt&oo^fa 
the  French  penetrated  several  timo  from  Mobile 
and  Biloxi  to  different  parts  of  thtt  Hoe,  thef 
never  acquired  any  right  to  them.  Their  uear- 
sioas  were  confined  to  trading,  or  smiiggliD|.  or 
explorinff  the  couatrv.  The  bats  or  ports  wm 
they  had  in  soma  Indian  nations  were  (nUioi 
establishments,  clandestine  and  pfcetrioos,  vbico 
they  were  unable  to  preserve.  The  Spiniardi 
had  traded  much  emrlier  than  the  Freoeb  vitk 
all  these  Indian  nations;  with  the  Misotmf 
extending  along  the  river  of  that  ntme;  tbePi- 
doress,  beyond  the  river  La  Platte;  tod,  stiUiir- 
ther  to  the  Northwest,  with  the  Ltuoo;  t^ 
finally^  with  several  others,  as  being  witbio  iHe 
dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  French  themselves  never  diipnied  tne 
rights  of  the  Spaniards  to  possessioo  aod  prop- 
erty, nor  laid  claim  to  injure  the  rigbuof  Spato 
on  all  occasions  of  making  grants  of  Und  viUun 
her  settlement  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  Freoe 
settlers  at  all  times  carefully  respected  tbe  rig&( 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  throoghont  i^*r  ?: 
tent,  as  the  well-known  property  of  Si*'"*  " 
memorial  can  be  found  declaratory  ^^^Zl 
ODinion,  except  a  decree  of  Louis  ^'^7°'l>io 
FontaineUeau,  on  the  14th  of  Septepiier,  I7i2, 


in  favor  of  M.  Groaeat,  ceding  to 


hia  M<J  ^' 


company  formed  by  him  the  French  ««^^ 
of  Louisiana,  with  an  ideal  and  ▼•?a«^^'^. 
tion  of  boundaries,  by  extending  them  mtmi 
to  New  Mexico  and  the  BogHsh  prorioc' » 
Carolina,  and  along  the  Mississippi  (nm  wt^ 
to  the  Illinois,  dbc.  it  is  erident  thtt  the  t^^ 
of  France  did  not  then  possess  any  '^^^^^a- 
the  geography  of  that  country,  or  that  ^^^^ 
ico  was  considered  as  bordering  on  tae »  .^ 
sippi,  notwithstanding  Louis  XIv*  htfl  ^ 
hn  liberality  so  far  in  that  ^^"L'fJJppiiJi 


French  company  even  the  river  MJ"*'*': /.jre 
the  Missouri.  He  might,  with  equal  re^°'  ^ 
given  ihos*  of^e  Amazons,  the  U  ri  71 
Oronoko.  Yd^ire  perfectly  aware,  sir.  ^^^^ 
pressions  of  this  grant  are  vagoe  •'  rpfeacli 
They  never  could  alter  the  fixed  "«'*!  °'  The 
Louisiana,  or  of  the  Spanish  P<»*^®*'.:iered  i* 
grant  of  Louis  XIV.  was  always  c^lj"  gpn 
the  act  of  a  disordered  imajrioation.  *"  ^ 
iards  conatanUy  preserTcd  their  doflno*'" 
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ill  the  right  hack  of  the  Miwissippi,  and  orer  all 
the  territories  and  waters  from  the  former  to  the 
riffht  shore  of  the  latter.  Even  the  French  them- 
{elTes,  notwithsianding  this  faraoas  grant,  nerer 
reatared  to  go  beyond  the  eertain  and  well-known 
imits  of  their  settiement,  or  Tiolate  those  of  the 
lerritocy  and  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
[t  is  therefore  of  no  consequence  to  us  if  such  a 
t>lander  was  committed  by  those  who  penned  the 
laid  grant  at  Fonuinebleao.  If  a  document  of 
this  natare  was  sufficient  to  dispossess  a  nation  of 
its  dominions,  or  of  any  part  or  them,  what  seoo* 
rity  could  tSere  be  in  any  part  of  the  possessions 
>f  independent  Kingdoms  and  States  1  Can  there 
)e  a  mind  capable  oi  concetring  that  such  a  pa- 
)er  can  fail  to  be  absurd  and  completely  despica- 
>le,  since  it  nerer  took  effect,  has  always  been  re- 
isted  as  rash  and  eztraragaat,  end  since  the 
neontesuUe  rights  of  Spain  to  the  property  and 
lossession  of  the  said  territories  existed  then,  and 
lo  still  exist?  Ceruinly  not. 

The  Court  of  France  was  immediately  sensible 
)f  the  eztmTagance  of  that  grant,  as  no  farther 
nentioa  was  made  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  when 
t  ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  1764,  M.  Kerlet, 
vho  bad  been  many  years  Qorernor  of  that 
^roTince,  was  ordered  to  draw  op  a  memoir,  con- 
aining  a  description  of  its  proper  extent  and 
imita.  This  memoir,  delivered  by  the  Duke  of 
Z^boiseul,Minister  of  France,  to  the  Spanish  Am- 
)a88ador  at  Paris,  as  a  supplement  to  the  act  of 
session  of  Louisiana,  agrees  substantially  with 
hat  which  I  have  just  now  pointed  out.  I  would 
MTty  this  demonstration  still  farther,  if  I  thought 
t  necessary ;  and  I  will  do  so  if  you  shall  hare 
inythiDg  to  object  to  it.  In  the  meantime,  I  now 
lonfine  myself  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  and  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  of 
be  King,  my  master,  that,  although  Spain  has 
n  original  and  indisputable  right  to  all  the  right 
laok  of  the  Mississippi,  His  Majesty  has  resolved 
0  claim  this  right  solely  with  a  view  to  adhere 
o  the  uii  ponidettB^  or  state  of  possession  in 
rhich  the  Crown  of  Spain  was  when  she  ac- 
[uired  Louisiana  in  1764,  and  in  which  that  of 
France  was  at  the  time  she  made  the  cession, 
lis  Majesty,  pajring  doe  respect  to  all  such  tree- 
ies  and  eonventions  as  have  caused  a  change  in 
be  state  of  possession  of  the  two  nations  in  that 
Mirt  of  America,  religiously  confines  himself  to 
be  express  period  when  Louisiana  was  circura- 
zribed  by  the  well«known  extent  and  boundaries 
ritb  which  it  passed  into^  the  hands  of  the  Uoi- 
ed  States. 

As  these  boundaries,  to  the  westward  of  the 
ilissisaippi,  although  always  notorious  and  ac* 
:oowledged,  have  not  been  marked  out  with  the 
brmality  necessary  to  avoid  doubts  and  arbitrary 
>retensioDs,  and  as  it  is  only  evident  that  they  un- 
loubtedly  proceed  from  the  Mexican  Qulf,bv  the 
iver  Memento,  or  Mermentayo,  and  Arroyo  Hon* 
lo,  by  drawing  a  line  between  Natchitoches  and 
Maes,  which  crosses  the  Red  river,  and  extends 
tomtrds  the  Missouri,  I  have  done  no  more  than 
point  oat  the  basis  for  a  line  of  demarcation ;  and 
after  we  have  agreed  on  this  basis,  a  commission, 


composed  of  Spaniards  and  Americans,  formally 
appointed  and  authorized  by  their  respective  Gov* 
ernments.  can,  and  ought  alone,  to  examine  and  fix 
the  bounoaries  between  the  possessions  of  the  two 
Powers,  keeping  in  view  the  documents  exhibited 
on  both  sides,  and  comparing  them  on  the  spot 
with  the  points  to  which  they  refer.  The  basis 
I  now  speak  of,  as  necessary  for  this  demarcation 
of  boundaries,  must  be  sought  for  precisely  in  the 
most  marked,  leading,  and  notorious  points,  which 
showed  the  proper  direction  and  extent  of  the 
territories  of  Spain,  France,  and  England  in  1763 
and  1764,  since  we  cannot  seek  for  them  in  pre- 
cedinjg  periods,  the  possessions  of  the  three  Powers 
in  this  part  of  the  American  continent  being  then 
very  different  from  what  thev  have  been  after 
those  periods,  in  virtue  of  public  treaties,  which 
are,  and  ought  to  be,  inviolable. 

The  situation,  therefore,  of  the  three  Powers, 
until  176a,  was  as  follows  :  the  Crown  of  Spain 
extended  its  dominion  to  the  east,  over  the  right 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  mouth  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri;  and  to  the  north,  over 
the  right  side  of  the  latter  river,  from  its  mouth 
to  its  source.  Florida,  already  contracted  by  the 
intrusive  establishment  of  Louisiana,  commenced 
at  the  river  Perdido,  and  extending  eastward  to> 
wards  the  river  Santa  Maria,  (St.  Mary's,)  in- 
cluded the  whole  peninsula,  which  extends  as  far 
as  the  twenty-third  degree  of  south  latitude.  Its 
northern  boundary  was  not  yet  fixed.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  such  as  I  have 
shown  it  was,  and  ought  then  to  be,  France  pos- 
sessed the  territories  of  Upper  and  Lower  Can- 
ada, extending  south  to  a  line  running  from  the 
river  Alivamoa,  and  fdlowing  the  chain  of  the  • 
Alleganies  until  it  struck  above  Chaleur  bay. 
England  extended  her  possessions  to  the  south 
of  the  said  line,  on  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  from 
the  river  St.  Mary  to  the  river  St.  Croix,  and 
added  to  those  possessions  all  the  territory  lying 
north  of  the  two  Canadas,  as  far  as  Hudson's 
bay  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  had  been  ceded 
to  her  by  France,  at  the  peace  of  1713. 

But  France,  as  you  know,  sir,  was,  by  the  treaty 
of  1763,  excluded  from  the  continent  of  North 
America,  with  the  exception  of  Louisiana,  then 
reduced  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  the  ^ 
tract  of  country  to  the  north  of  Missouri,  and  ex- 
tending to  the  British  possessions.  By  that  treaty, 
she  ceded  to  fiugland  both  the  Canadas  and  all 
that  part  of  Louisiana  extending  over  the  left 
side  of  the  Mississippi  from  its  source  to  the  bayou 
Manchac,  and  thence  foUowiog  the  left  of  the 
river  Iberville,  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchar- 
train,  the  coast  and  islands,  to  the  river  Perdido. 
Spain  ceded,  in  like  manner,  Florida  to  Enghind, 
such  as  I  have  described  it ;  and  in  the  year  1764, 
which  is  the  second  period  when  it  is  necessary 
to  distinguish  and  fix  the  basis  referred  to,  she 
acquired,  by  cession  from  France,  her  remaining 
portion  of  old  Louisiana.  She  afterwards  ac- 
quired what  France  ceded  to  the  English  on  the 
left  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Florids,  also,  which 
she  had  ceded  to  them  in  1763,  as  is  proved  by 
the  treaty  of  1783.    This  treaty,  and  those  of 
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1763  «ad  1764)  before  meiitioBed^ere  tkeiawhieh 
it  is  neceeeery  te  keep  in  Yiew,  tci^Bther  with  that 
of  St.  Ildefooao,  by  whieb  Spain  eeded  baek  to 
Fraaee  vhat  she  bad  received  fVom  hec;  and 
France  accepted  the  deli?eryi  declar iag  hettelf 
satisfied,  and  taking  possessioa  by  rirtse  of  an  act 
of  His  Cathoh'c  Mi^estyt  which  expresses  the  re* 
trocesaion  of  Loniaiaiia  by  Spaja  to  France  aoch 
as  she  had  received  it  from  France  in  1764* 

.  Tike  treaties  between  France  and  the  United 
Statea.  and  between  the  latter  and  Spain,  (the 
first  jo  1778»  aod  the  secood  in  1795^)  mnst  lihs- 
wise  be  kept  in  view,  to  illustrate  inconteatahle 
rights  and  establish  onaiterable  principles.  To 
the  treaties  ^iist  mentioned)  your  GoTcmmcat  and 
His  Catholic  Majesty  may  add  all  snch  oiher  ti- 
He^  and  documents  mi  may  be  thought  necessary 
to  remove  or  settle  any  doubt  which  may  arise 
in  the  sub^tpmatceri  to  the  end  that  the  basis  of 
a  demarcation  may  be  laid  down  upon  a  due  on- 
derstandiag,  and  established  and  nxed  with  the 
greatest  possible  exactness. 

You  are  perfectly  avariEs  sir,  that  there  can  be 
AO  other  just  mode  of  settling  the  dispnie  in  rela* 
tioQ  to  the  question  of  boundaries  and  that  it  is 
the  one  wJiich  has  always  been  adopted  bjr  ail 
nations  in  similar  cases  j  it  being  the  anxions 
wkltk  of  His  CSatholio  M^iesty  that  this  demarc»^ 
t^Mi  may  be  so  aocompUsaed  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  do.ubts  or  controversy  in  fnture,  by  proceeding 
to  it  with  good  faith,  and  in  a  manner  that  may 
be  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

.  I  therefore  conclude  this  note  with  the  same 
Qpinion  I  expressed  in  my  former  one,  namely, 
thai  it  is  indispensable  to  examine^  ascertain,. and 
agree  on  the  points  necessary  and  essential  Co  the 
establishment  of  the  true  boundaries  which  sep- 
mtei  or  ought  to  separate.  Louisiana  from  the 
Spanish  domiiiions ;  and  that  this  can  only  be 
determined  by  the  mode  proposed.  .  If  you  will 
be  pleased  to  point  out  to  me  any  other,  which, 
while  it  fulfils  that  object,  may  be  conciliatory 
and  compatible  with  the  rijghu  and  honor  of  the 
Crown  of  Speja,  you  may  be  assured,  sir,  thai  I 
shall  adopt  It  with  pleasure,  as  1  shall  thereby 
further  the  intentions  of  my  Sovereign,,  whlcn 
are  to  terminate  as  speedily  as  possihb  thedisr 
pu^s  now  pending  in  an  amicable  mannei^  ao  as 
to  leave  no  spark  of  disagreement  in  future* 

With  these  sentiments,  I  have  the  honor  to 
offer  myself  to  your  disposal,  and.pray  Ood  to 
preserve  yon  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS, 


The  »ame  to  the  same. 
WAaniRGTOH^  Jomuary  8, 1818. 

Sin:  Having  stated  to  yon  in  my  notes  of  the 
29th  of  the  laati  and  6ih  ot  the  present  month,  all 
that  I  thought  proper  and  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject of  boundaries,  that  we  may  ascertain,  dis- 
cern, and  fix  with  impartiality,  lastice,  and  good 
faith,  those  which  divide,  or  ought  to  divide,  Lou- 
isiana from  the  Spaaiah  po^spssictfis  situate  to  the 
east  and  west  of  that  province^  ac^uiied  from 
France  by  the  Unlte4  States,  1  now  proceed  to 


discueathe  diffennt  poinie  an  whli^hvoor  Govere* 
meat  Ibnnda  daama against  those  of  liis  Otrholie 
Maiesty. 

As  this  matiter  was  suficieatly  diac— sd  (sen- 
tUadoy  and  plaeed  in.  the  stronipest  light  of  evi- 
dence by  the  Spanish  Goverttmenc,  in  theaotci 
addMMsed  by  it  toMr.  Pinekney,.nt  AiaiqQci,aBd 
afterwards  to  the  American  comaniesinB.  eon- 
poeed  of  that  fleotleman  and  lir«  Meaaocv  sad 
also  in  those  w&ieh,  in  the  last  iastnnee  were  td- 
dressed  by  it  to  Mr.  Brvtng,  nt  Bindrid,  I  shsU 
resume  the^snhject  biiefty  and  precieeiyi  merelf 
touching  on  the  prineipai.  pointaof  the  dispnie; 
and  shying,  with  simplicity .  and  ckaness,  to 
what  the  stale  of  the  qnestioQ  is  raioned,  aad 
IB  what  QMOiwB  it  should  be  fairly  and  justly 
arranpedk 

I  divide  into  two  dasaea  thn  poiau  on  which 
your  Qovernment  demands  satiafnetiatt  aad  ia- 
demntfication  of  His  Catholic  Mnjaaty.  Thefint 
comprehends  the  injoriei^  lomee,  and  dnmagesf 
saflltred  by  American  citiaens  toon  Spanish  sd- 
thoritieB  nnd  sniitjeets,  nnd  those  aoffiarad  by  the 
subjects  of  the  Crown  of.  Spnin  frana  Ameneaa 
anthoritiea  anA  citixena.  The  aeoond.  cesspre- 
hands  the  loosaa^  damageis  and  injoriea,  snstaiacd 
by  American  citiaens  from,  capuuve  mnk  by 
French  cmisere  on  the  coasia  of  Spain,  nnd  ee»> 
demned  by  French  Consols  reading  in  the  Spsn* 
ish  ports*  To  this  the  whole  qaeation  of  iademai* 
fioation  is  reduced. 

The  pointa  embraced  by  the  ficat  clam  are  as 
follows :  Isu  The  daomgaa  aad  iajnrias  eaiaw- 
fuUy  caused  by  Spanish  attthocitica  and  snhwcte 
on  American  citixens,  aad  by  Aaanfflcui  aathori- 
ties  end  citiaens  on  the  sulQecu  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  in  violatiea  of  the  law  of  nationa  and  of 
the  existing  treaty,  dariag  the  war  becween  Spain 
and  Gkeat  oritain,  which  terminntednt  the  peace 
of  1801,  2diy«  Damages  and  injuries  snsmiaed 
by  American  citixcns  in  conacqueoee  of  the  in- 
terruption of  the  place  of  deposite  at  New  Orleaa% 
San  order  of  the  intendant  of  tha  roynl  treasary 
Spain  in  the  province  ^  Louisiana*  My.  In* 
juries,  damara,  aad  losses  caused  to  cttiaeaa  of 
the  United  States  by  Spanish  anthoiiiier  and 
subjects,  and  by  American  anthoritins  and  citizens 
to  Spaaish  subjects,  directly  or  indieeeilyv  from 
the  year  1801  uatil  the  period  whhn  the  cnrrer 
pondent  convention  between  tha  tww  Qovem> 
meols  on  nil  the  poinu  emhiacad  by  thn  qnaatieo 
of  snolialions  shall  be  concladsd  and  eigned. 

Those  which  nre  comprehended  in  tho  fin% 
point  are  acknowledged  to  be  evidently  foonded 
on  justice;  and,  to  carry  them  into  enect,  ihcfe 
exists  ever  since  180d  a  convention  mipidatnd 
and  signed  between  Spain  aad  tha  United  States. 
Yon  are  awarc^  sir,  that  the  sntpnneion  of  this 
convention  did  not  originate  with  Hie  Cacholic 
Mi^«*<y'*  Government.    His  Bfajeaiy  is  rcndy 
to  give  foU  efiect  to  it ;  and  on  the  basb  oC  that 
convention  we  can  establish  aad  a^Ena  oa  what 
mav  be  most  just,  suitable^  and  expeditioaa,  to 
makf  a  reciprocal  satisiaction  for  the  afoeeaaid 
injuries  and  lossesi  comprehending  ia  tim  con* 
veniion  to  be  stipQlated  and  signed  for  that  pur- 
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pew  aU  the  iojoiies  and  IdiMs  reapeetirely  sttf- 
tarcd  ainee  1801  to  the  prewot,  beeaoM  tiieae  two 
poiAts  onlf  are  distiaei  in  |ioint  of  time;  bat,  as 
you  are  peifeetly  aware,  they  are,  in  all  other 
reapecu,  of  a  like  nature,  aod  therefore  of  eqasi 
rishts  and  jestiee. 

The-fifftC  aod  third  points  are  eonseqneatly  to 
be  aeknowledfed  as  anbstantiaUy  forming  only 
one,  auhjeet  to  the  examination  and  decision  of 
the  joint  cemmissioo  whieh  is  to  determine  the 
necessary  eompenaation,  in  rirtoe  of  the  con- 
▼eniioa  to  be  stipufaiied  on  the  basis  of  that  c^ 
1802. 

The  aeeond  point,  namely,  that  of  the  snspen- 
ajon  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  might  he 
omitted*  Ton  are  aware,  sir,  that  it  lasted  bat  a 
very  short  time,  and  in  the  depth  of  Winter,  when 
the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  the  Western 
Stafea  was  vcrv  ineoosideffable^aad  ver|r  basard- 
oas  and  diffiealt;  that,  moNOver,  the  order  of  the 
Jntendant  prodvced  no  other  ineonTenienee  to 
the  American  citizens  than  the  trifling  one  of 
loading  in  the  stream  instead  of  laying  their  boats 
aioncT  (he  qoay  at  New  Orleans;  and  that  the 
said  order  of  the  lateadaat  was  an  arbitrary  aet, 
doly  disap|>roved  of  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
and  for  which  he  directed  his  Minister  to  give 
saitable  satisfantion  to  the  United  States  In  his 
royal  name.  The  United  States  baring  recei  red 
it|  this  affiiir  oaght  from  that  time  to  be  considered 
as  termiDatecl. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  cannot  but  admit  that 
HiB  Catholic  Maiesty  was  not  bound  to  continue 
the  deposite  at  New  Orleans  after  the  termiaa* 
tion  or  the  precise  period  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
of  1793,  by  which  His  Catholic  Majesty  only 
agreed  to  designate  another  spot  for  the  said  de* 
positCi  Qpon  Um  banks  of  the  Missisaippi.  As  this 
new  spot  was  to  be  to  the  satisfadtion  of  ^be  Uni- 
ted States,  it  was  for  them  to  point  outaad  ask  for 
it.  The  saspension  ordered  by  the  Inteadant.  al« 
though  highly  disapproved  by  the  Spanish  Giov- 
ernment,  was  in  consequence  of  the  seandalotfs 
eootrabsod  and  abases  by  which,  under  cover  of 
the  depoeitCi  enormous  mode  were  committed 
en  the  royal  revenue.  By  the  treaty  no  prbvisien 
was  made  for  this  caae,  nor  was  there  any  stipa- 
lation  relative  to  the  time  which  was  to  inter* 
vene  daring  the  removal  oC  the  deposite  i^om 
New  Orleans  to  another  spot  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi, or  to  the  intermediate  period  between 
the  stispension  of  the  said  deposite  and  the  assign- 
iof  aaofher  sitoatton  for  it. 

The  Qovernment  of  Spain  was,  therelbie,  not 
bound  to  become  answerable  for  the  losses  and 
iaiaricB  eventually  sustained  by  the  short  inter* 
raption  of  the  deposite^  aince  such  obligations 
eoald  only  grow  out  or  the  stipulations  of  that 
treaty,  which  does  not  conuin  a  single  word  that 
has  the  inoet  distant  allusion  to  such  an  obliga- 
tion or  engagement  on  the  part  of  His  Cathoiie 


Hia  Catholic  Majesty  is  disposed  to  yield  to  the 
reclamation  of  the  United  States  oa  this  point, 
provided  they  still  insist  on  it,  and  to  submit  it, 
with  the  others  spoken  of,  to  the  investigation 
and  decision  of  the  joint  commission.  There 
will,  therefore,  be  no  difficulty  in  also  including 
this  point,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  injuries  really 
caused  by  the  order  of  the  Intendant  of  New  Oi^ 


Maicaty. 

Notwithatandittg  these  reasons,  and  various 

oihsfs  which  1  coold  adduce,  to  prove  that  the 

Qovernment  of  Spain  cannot  be  hoand  to  make 

antis&utioii  for  the  aforesaid  loiaea  and  damages, 
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give  continoea  proofs 

Slates  of  his  frankness,  good  faith,  and  conde- 
scension. 1  now  proceed  to  the  claim  for  losses 
and  injuries  committed  on  eitixens  of  the  United 
States  by  French  cruisers  aod  tribunals,  in  the 
capture  of  American  vessels  on  the  coasts  of 
Spain,  and  their  condemnation  in  Spanish  ports, 
forming  the  object  of  the  second  part  or  thb 
(|oeftiod,  or  that  embracing  the  points  of  the  sec- 
ond class,  in  the  order  of  the  enumeration  1  have 
adopted. 

This  part  of  the  question  was  discussed  in  a 
very  luminous  manner  in  the  notes  addressed  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovernment  to  the  Amen* 
can  Ministers  on  the  10th  of  February  and  dth  of 
Mareh,  1805 ;  and  you  are  aware  that  no  reply 
was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Uaited  States,  weak- 
ening in  the  least  the  force  of  the  principles  and 
the  truth  of  the  facts  on  whieh  the  opposition  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  to  a  responsibility  for  those 
damages  and  injuries  was  groonded.  Yon  will 
agree  with  me,  sir,  that  there  b  no  possibility  6f 
dectdiog,  by  a  general  rule,  the  extent  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  nation  on  whose  coasts  and  ports 
aggressions  have  been  committed  by  another 
against  a  third  party,  as  it  depends  in  a  great 
degree  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the 
particular  stiptilations  binding  on  nations. 

By  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
Slates,  the  obligation  of  Spain  is  reduced  to  ex- 
ercise iu  good  offices  with  the  offending  party^ 
and  to  aid  the  claims  of  the  party  aggrieved. 
^'Eaeh  party  shall  endeavor,  (says  the  treaty j> 
by  all  means  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  de- 
fend all  vessels  and  other  effects  belonging  to  the 
citiaseas  or  subjects  of  the  other,  which  shall  be 
within  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  by  sea  or 
by  land,  and  shall  use  all  their  efforts  to  recover 
and  «aase  to  be  restored  to  the  right  owners  their 
vessels  and  effirats,  whieh  may  have  been  taken 
from  them  within  the  extent  of  their  said  jori»- 
dietion,  whether  they  are  at  war  or  not  with  tiM 
Power  whose  subjects  have  uken  possession  of 
the  said  effects." 

On  the  part  of  Spain  this  has  been  done  $  and 
if  her  eflEbrto  have  not  produced  (he  desired  effect, 
the  flmlt  does  not  rest  with  her.  Besides,  the  io» 
juries  done  by  Frebch  privateers  on  the  coasts  and 
in  the  ports  of  Spain  to  American  citizens  hahra 
a  particular  character,  which  relieves  the  Gknr* 
ernment  of  Spain  from  all  obligation  to  indemnify 
them  for  those  losses,  even  although  such  obliga*> 
tion  had  existed.  Tne  United  States  were  not  at 
war  with  France,  eonseqneatly  their  recoarse,  as 
the  aggrieved  party,  waa  always  open  to  the  Gov^ 
ernment  and  tribunals  of  the  aggressor.    Spain 
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then  in  alliaoee  -with  France,  aad  both  were  ] 
ac  war  with  G^eat  Briuin.  She,  therefore,  could 
not  prevent  the  priTateers  of  her  ally  from  enter* 
ing  ner  ports,  as  they  were  not  fitted  oat  aninst 
the  Americans,  bat  against  the  Boglisb .  Irthese 
privateers,  after  ffoing  on  their  e raise,  committed 
aggressions  on  American  vessels,  on  pretence  of 
considering  them  or  their  carsoes  as  English, 
the  Spanish  Government  coald  neither  foresee 
nor  prevent  it.  The  injuries  were  already  done 
before  it  was  apprized  of  them.  Neither  was  it 
in  the  Spanish  ports  where  the  injury  was  com- 
pleted, but  in  France,  by  the  tribunals  of  cassation, 
to  which  the  Americans  appealed  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  French  Consuls  residing  in  the  ports 
of  Spain.  It  was  unquestionabl  v  in  France  that 
the  offence  and  injury  ortginateo,  and  in  France 
were  they  consummated.  How,  then,  can  in- 
•demnification  be  claimed  of  Spain  for  such  inju- 
ries, and  not  of  France,  who  was  the  cause  of 
them,  and  the  Power  enabled  to  compel  the  ag- 
gressors to  make  due  satisfaction,  as  they  were 
Eer  subjects,  and  had  given  the  requisite  bonds  in 
her  cdurts  for  their  good  conduct  in  their  cruises  ? 
Tou  cannot  but  be  sensible,  sir,  that,  according 
to  everv  principle  of  reason  and  justice,  it  would 
ovidentlv  and  unquestionably  be  monstrous  to 
claim  tnese  indemnifications  of  Spain,  as  the 
Power  existed  then,  and  still  does  exist,  which 
caused  the  injuries  here  treated  of. 

I  would  go  still  further  to  fhow  that,  by  no 
established  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  can 
Spain  be  considered  responsible  for  such  indem* 
nifications,  not  even  indirectly,  in  case  France 
should  refuse  to  make  them.  I  would  cite,  among 
others,  the  case  in  which  Sir  W.  Scott,  judge  of 
the  High  Coart  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain, 
decided  that  prizes  made  by  a  belligerent,  aaa 
carried  into  the  ports  of  a  Power  its  ally,  and 
there  condemned,  are  justly  and  lawfully  con- 
demned, accordinff  to  the  law  of  nations;  and 
that  the  owners  of  the  pTopertj  prior  to  its  con- 
demnation have  no  longer  a  claim  to  it  after  con- 
demnation has  taken  place.  From  this  and  other 
decisions, it  follows  that  the  Government  to  whose 
subjects  the  property  condemned  belonged  has  no 
ground  to  bring  forward  complaints  or  claims 
against  the  Government  of  the  country  where 
the  prizes  were  made,  because  the  condemnation 
is  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  sentence 

5 renouncing  it  is  valid,  and  the  authority  con- 
emning  the  toroperty  legal,  and  proceeded  ac- 
cording to  rule.  This  doctrine  is  well  known 
and  acknowledged  in  the  United  Slates,  as  also 
the  principle  that,  when  a  nation  has  employed 
its  good  offices,  and  taken  such  means  as  are  in 
its  power  to  procure  satisfaction  for  the  offence, 
ana  oblain  compensation  for  the  injuries  com- 
miited  on  its  coasts  and  in  its  ports,  on  a  friendly 
or  neutral  nation,  it  is  bound  to  nothing  more, 
although  iu  good  offices  and  endeavors  may  not 
have  produced  the  desired  effect.  This  principle 
was  applied  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  of  the 
5th  September.  1703,  to  Mr.  George  Hammond. 
It  is  admitted  bv  the  best  civilians,  and  agrees 
perfectly  with  tne  obligations  of  Spain  towards 


the  United  States  resulting  from  the  exisiia| 
treaty  between  the  two  nations.    I  mean,  how- 
ever, in  case  Spain  had  not  been  the  sliy  of  Fr«Bce 
at  the  period,  (because,  even  in  chat  case,  the 
principle  I  have  just  indicated  woold  govern,) 
but,  being  then  the  ally  of  France  in  the  war 
affainst  Great  Britain,  she  might  certainly  em- 
ptoy,  amone  the  exceptions  exempting  her  from 
all  responsioility  in  the  case  here  treated  of,  tkc 
principle  which  served  as  the  ground  of  Sir  W. 
Scott's  decision  in  the  British  admiralty  court 
But  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  farther  to  iilos- 
trate  these  legal  objections  of  the  Govemmeot  of 
Spain  against  the  claim  of  your  Goveremeoc  for 
the  aforesaid  injuries,  inasmuch  as  this  eapical 
exception  attends  it,  namely,  that  satisfaction  for 
those  injuries  was  already  made  to  the  United 
States  by  France ;  and,  conseqaently.  this  affiiir 
is,  and  ought  to  be,  considered  as  settled  and  ter- 
minated.   This  essential  exception  makes  it  su- 
perfluous to  produce  others,  since  the  obligatioa 
spoken  of,  which  was  and  could  only  be  but  one, 
is  thereby  evinced  to  have  been   extingaished. 
The  French  Government  has  positively  deelared 
that,  "  in  the  special  convention  cooeladed  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States,  this  point 
was  settled ;  and  that  the  said  coBTention,  by 
which  this  daim  and  demand  of  the  Uoiied&utcs 
for  due  compensation  for  the  losses  and  damages 
now  spoken  of  were  attended  to  and  redeemed, 
was  ratified  in  1802,  together  with  the  treaty  of 
cession  or  sale  of  Louisiana;"  that  is  to  say.  that 
the  amount  of  the  said  injuries  and  losses  aras 
then  estimated  and  compensated    in   the  price 
stipulated  for  Louisiana ;  so  that  full  compensa- 
tion was  then  made  to  the  United  States  for  all 
that  was  estimated  and  agreed  on  between  the 
French  and  American  Governments  as  forming 
the  value  of  the  said  losses  and  injuries.    The 
French  Ambassador  at  Madrid  gave  a  verbal  as- 
surance to  this  effect  to  His  Catholic  Majesty'^ 
Minister  of  Bute,  and  the  Minister  of  Foreiaa 
Affairs  of  France  gave  a  similar  assarmnce  to  At 
Spanish  Ambassador  at  Paris.  His  CatboJic  Ma- 
jesty also  demanded  a  formal  and  categorical  an- 
swer of  the  French  Government  on  this  point, 
which  formal  declaration  I  here  copy  ;  it  is  thns 
expressed  in  the  note  transmitted  by  the  Mimstet 
of  France  to  the  Ambassador  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty : 

"BODEBON  L'AbcHAMEAULT. 

*<  Sth  Thermidor,  IfUk  year,  (July  S7,  ISM.) 

"  MoMatEUR  L'AMBAaaAnBUR:  I  have  duly  laid 
before  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  note  which  yon 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  dated  the  iith 
July,  relative  to  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  between  the  Court  of  Spain  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  shall  not  fail 
immediately  to  submit  to  him  the  more  ample 
explanations  which  your  excellency  anoounces 
your  intentions  of  making  to  me.  both  verhaHy 
and  in  writing,  on  this  dispute,  which  seems  tc 
threaten  the  good  understanding  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  your  Court.  Although  1 
might  yet  defer  giving  my  opinion  to  your  excel- 
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lencf ,  JD  eomeqaeoee  of  your  intention  to  for- 
nish  me  with  the  ezpianaiorf  statements  which 
you  annoancei  I  do  not  hesitate  to  inform  yoo 
by  anticipatiott  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  cannot 
but  be  extremely  sensible  to  the  uncertain  and 
uneasy  position  in  which  two  Powers  in  amity 
with  France  are  placed  by  this  misunderstanding, 
and  that  he  will  certainly  do  whateTer  may  de« 
pend  on  him  to  prerent  its  coming  to  an  unfor- 
tunate issue. 

"  It  IB  several  months  since  I  was  informed  by 
the  CbarffA  d'Affaires  near  the  Federal  Qo?ern- 
ment  of  the  [>reteDsions  of  that  Ctovemment  rela- 
tive to  a  portion  of  country  horderin|^  on  Florida, 
which  has  become  a  great  object  of  ambition  to 
the  Americans,  in  reiaiion  to  the  establishment 
of  their  rcTcnue  system ;  and  it  seemed  to  me, 
from  this  inf«oriiiation,  that  it  was  important  that 
the  Federal  Gh>Ternment  should  use  all  the  means 
in  its  powev  to  obtain  the  annexation  of  this 
frontier  nortion  of  Florida  to  Louisiana ;  but  the 
opinion  due  to  the  justice  and  moderation  which 
distinguish  the  personal  character  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  not,  nor  does  it  yet 
permit  me  to  think  that  menaces,  provoeatioo, 
ind  groundless  hostility  may  be  considered  by 
bim  as  the  most  suitable  means  to  enable  the 
[Jnited  Sutea  to  acquire  a  portion  of  territory 
)elonging  to  a  foreign  Power  which  suits  their 
iouTenience. 

**  Respecting  the  second  point  in  dispute,  which 
rour  ezeellency  does  me  the  honor  to  speak  of  In 
rour  note,  I  must  say  that  I  had  previously  no 
cnowiedge  of  it.  And,  indeed,  if  I  bad  been  in- 
ormed  that  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Ministers 
lad  carried  their  condescension  for  the  Gorern- 
nent  of  the  United  States  so  far  as  to  en^ge 
hemselves  towards  it  for  indemnifying  viok- 
ions  pretended  to  hare  been  committea  byFrance, 
',  should  certainly  have  received  orders  from  my 
Sovemment  to  express  the  dissatisfaction  whicn 
France  must  feel  on  the  occasion  of  so  unseemly 
I  deference }  and  this  dissatisfaction  would  have 
>een  ezoressed  still  more  warmly  to  the  Qovern- 
nent  ot  the  United  States  than  to  that  of  Spain. 
There  is  every  wason  to  suppose  that  the  Uoort 
>f  Spain,  by  thus  yielding  to  an  improper  de- 
nand,  has  emboldened  the  American  Govern- 
nent,  and  determii^ed  it  to  become  pressing,  and 
!ven  menacing  on  this  occaaion.  As  for  the  rest, 
explanations  formerly  given  to  your  Court  on 
his  point,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been  au- 
horized  to  be  given  to  the  Government  of  the 
[Jnited  Sutes  by  the  Charg6  d'Affaires  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty,  must  enable  you  to  judge  of 
;he  opinion  formed  by  His  Majesty  on  this  ques- 
lioD,  which,  having  already  been  the  subject  of 
I  long  n^otiation,  and  of  a  formal  convention 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  cannot 
again  become  a  subject  of  discussion. 

^Such,  Monsieur  I'Ambassadeur,  are  the  re- 
marks that  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  in  the 
first  instance,  in  answer  to  the  preliminary  note 
of  your  excellency.  In  addition,  I  must  observe 
thai,  in  my  opinion,  the  demonstrations  which 
appear  to  me  to  have  given  your  Government  the 


uneaaineu  it  has  charged  you  to  ezpresa  art 
somewhat  exaggerated,  either  from  the  imprea- 
aioa  they  have  produced  at  Madrid,  or  from  the 
construction,  possibly  too  extensive,  which  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  to  His  Catholic 
Majesty  may  bav^  perhaps,  given  to  his  instruo- 
tions.  There  is  no  room  to  suppose  that  a  Gov* 
vernment,  anxious  as  that  of  the  United  Statas  ia 
to  establish  a  general  opinion  of  its  wisdom  and 
moderation,  would  resolve  on  engaging  in  an  un- 
just war  through  motives  of  ambition;  but  aa 
the  United  States  attach  great  importance  to  the 
acquisition  of  a  part  of  Florida  suited  to  their 
convenience,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  thef 
will  make  every  effort  to  obtain  it.  The  ground 
of  this  dispute,  therefore,  rests  entirely  on  this 
point.  Perhaps  the  Feoeral  Government  OMy 
have  tbouflht  that  it  would  tend  to  promote  a  uo* 
gotiation  tor  exchange,  by  exciting  a  diplomatic 
quarrel.  The  wisdom  ot  His  Catholic  Majesty 
will  certainly  suggest  to  him  what  is  proper  to 
be  done  on  this  occasion,  with  a  view  to  termi* 
nate  a  dispute  which.  I  have  no  doubt,  will  inoe^ 
santly  be  revived,  so  long  as  no  change  shall  taka 
place  in  the  actual  relative  position  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Fioridas;  but  on  this  point  it  is  for  the 
wisdom  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  decide.  The 
United  States  are  not  foundeci  in  making  any 
claim  on  His  Majesty.  A  positive  declaration 
was  made  to  them  that  Louisiana  was  delivered 
to  them  such,  and  with  the  same  extent  it  had 
when  acquired  by  France;  and  this  declaration 
will  again  be  made  to  them  as  often  and  as  poai- 
tively  as  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  desire  it. 

'*  I  request  your  excellency  to  receive  the  assu- 
rances of  my  highest  consideration. 

«•  CHA.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 

<*  To  Admiral  Travina, 
^  Ambastador  of  HU  Catholic  Majeity.*' 


You  see,  sir,  that  this  declaration  of  the  French 
Goverament  is  conclusive,  and  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  losses  and  injuries  caused  by  French 
cruisers  and  tribunals  on  the  coasts  and  in  the 
poru  of  Spain  is  removed  from  the  period  of  that 
agreement ;  and  that  to  renew  a  claim  for  what 
has  been  already  paid  and  satisfied  would  be  ex- 
acting double  reparation  for  one  and  the  same 
injury,  and  double  payment  for  one  and  the  same 
debL  Notwithstanding,  if  the  United  States  have 
still  a  claim  for  the  complete  fulfilment  of  this 
satisfaction  and  payment,  His  Catholic  Majesty 
is  ready  to  unite  his  good  offices  and  earnest  re- 
quests to  this  claim  of  your  Government  on  that 
of  France,  in  order  that  she  may  perform,  and 
cause  to  be  performed,  whatever  may  be  justly 
required  in  behalf  of  American  citizens  who  have 
sustained  losses  and  injuries  by  her  cruisers  and 
tribunals.  To  this  the  obligation  of  Spain,  in  the 
present  case,  is  reduced ;  and  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's Government  offers  immediately  to  sustain 
all  the  just  pretensions  which  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  may  be  desirous  to  form 
against  the  Government  of  France  on  this  point, 
or  to  demand  of  it  all  such  explanations  as  may 
be  judged  necessary  to  clear  up  ail  doubts,  if  any 
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are  jet  cateriaioed  by  tbe  United  States,  on  thb 
BMtter. 

Tbis  point,  then,  being  sepemied  from  those 
eoaneoted  witk  the  question  of  claims  for  iaju- 
rtee.  losses,  and  damages,  beeanse  that  is  already 
settled  between  France  and  the  United  States,  or 
is  to  be  settled  with  France  directly,  if  anything 
atill  remains  to  be  performed,  we  can  agree  apon 
a  JQst  and  suitable  mode  of  determining  a  recip- 
rocal satisfaction  for  the  injuries,  losses,  and  dam- 
ages, before  spoken  of,  and  included  in  the  three 
^ats  of  the  orst  class  as  enumerated  in  this  note, 
in  order  that  we  may  proceed  more  clearly  and 
melhodicalljr.  These  tnree  points,  as  I  hare  be^ 
fore  said,  will  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  and 
decision  of  the  joint  commission,  in  Tirtoe  of  the 
cottTention  to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  that  of 
180S,  simplifying  and  rectifying  it  in  such  man- 
ner as  will  insure  its  most  expeditious  and  faith- 
ful exeeutiott. 

In  this  note,  and  the  two  others  which  I  hare 
already  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  are 
eontained  all  the  points  in  dispute  between  the 
QoTernment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  that 
of  the  United  Slates;  and,  to  avoid  confounding 
them  with  each  other,  I  have  treated  them  in 
their  regular  order,  with  precision,  simplicity, 
and  clearness.  Tou  can  examine  each  of  them, 
air,  with  the  impartiality  and  rectitude  which 
distinguish  your  character;  and  I  flatter  my- 
•elf  that  all  the  motives  and  grounds  of  the  con- 
troversy will  be  completely  removed  by  your 
discernment  and  wisdom,  as  you  will  not  fail  to 
acknowledge  the  irresistible  force  of  what  has 
been,  and  is  now,  demonstrated  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Spain. 

When  the  different  points  treated  of  in  each  of 
these  notes  with  the  necessary  discrimination  are 
considered,  and  a  decision  formed  on  eaeh  of  them, 
it  is  requisite  that  we  should  definitivelv  settle 
and  terminate  the  controversy,  without  leaving 
any  room  for  dispute  in  future. 

This  general  and  definitive  arrangement  of  all 
the  points  in  dispute  must,  by  its  nature  and 
circumstances,  precede  the  negotiation  for  the 
exchange  or  cession  of  the  Floridas,  since,  until 
it  be  determiDed  and  settled  what  are  the  territo- 
ries on  the  frontier  which  belong  to  Spain,  and 
what  are  those  which  belong  to  the  United  States, 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  equivalent  to  be 

giv>en  to  Spain  for  the  two  Floridas.  Neverthe- 
m^  as  it  IS  the  earnest  desire  of  His  Catholic 
Biajesty  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  United  States 
in  everything  that  may  be  compatible  with  the 
rights  and  honor  of  bis  Royal  Crown,  you  may. 
lir,  devise  and  propose  a  mode  by  which  we  may 
at  one  and  the  same  time  adjust  all  the  points  of 
the  controversy,  and  stipulate  the  exchange  or 
cession  of  the  Floridae,  in  case  your  Govern- 
ment should  not  agree  to  our  previously  settling 
<he  points  connected  with  the  question  of  boun- 
daries, and  establishing  a  convention,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  basis  of  that  of  180S),  for  the  mutual 
compensation  of  losses  and  injuries,  according  to 
the  order  I  have  adopted  in  my  note. 
I  expect,  therefore,  your  anawer,  sir,  whether 


it  be  confined  dieiinetly  to  the  aabject  oi  eaek 
one  of  my  notes,  according  to  their  respective 
order,  or  to  propose  a  mode  embracing  all  the 
points  eomphehended  in  them,  by  which  we  ma7 
nave  them  collectively  settled  in  the  negotiatiott 
which  is  to  be  entered  upon  for  tiie  exchaage  or 
cession  of  the  Floridas,  In  this  proceeding  yoa 
will  perceive,  sir,  a  certain  proof  of  the  fraakness 
and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
of  the  sincere  and  friendly  sentiments  entertained 
by  the  King,  my  master,  for  the  United  States. 

I  conclude  with  the  renewed  assaraaees  of 
my  respects,  and  I  pray  Gk>d  to  preserre  yoa 
many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


WAaBinoTOM,  Jatmarf  8, 1818. 

SiB :  in  the  National  f ntelligenoer  ai  the  6th 
of  this  month,  I  have  seen  pomiahed  the  ofienl 
notice  of  the  oceapation  of  Amelia  Island  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States.  1  had  already  anti- 
cipated this  unpleasant  event,  by  the  note  which 
I  nad  the  honor  to  address  yon  on  the  Mi  of  Immi 
month,  in  which  I  remonstrated,  in  the  name  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  against  the  oemsares  an- 
nounced la  that  part  of  the  President^  Message 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress  which  manifested  aa 
intention  to  invade  and  forcibly  seize  oa  nlaces 
and  territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
Having  received  no  answer  to  that  aote,  I  now 
feel  myself  obliged  to  repeat  its  contents  to  you, 
and  to  protest,  as  I  now  do  strongly 'prorest,  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  sgaiast  the 
occupation  of  Amelia  Island,  effected  by  the  na* 
val  and  military  forces  of  this  Blepublie,  destined 
to  operate  agaiiut  that  Island,  forming  a  part  of 
East  Florida,  one  of  the  posaessioas  of  the  Span- 
ish monarchy  on  this  continent. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motim  on 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes 
have  founded  their  adoption  of  this  measere,  it 
cannot  but  be  considered  by  all  nations  as  a  vio- 
lent iafasaon  of  the  dominions  of  Spain  at  the 
time  of  a  profound  peace,  when  His  GathoUe 
Majesty  omits  nothing  to  aive  the  most  generous 
proofs  of  his  perfect  frieadship  and  high  eoaaid- 
eration  for  the  United  States. 

I  tberelbfe  trust  that,  upon  your  eoflamnniea^ 
ling  Ibis  solemn  reclamation  and  protest  to  the 
President,  he  will  be  pleased  to  direct  that  soit- 
ahlcjsrders  be  ffiven  to  the  American  eommssd- 
ers  at  Amelia  fslaad,  and  on  that  atation,  fiinh- 
with  to  restore  the  said  island,  together  with  all 
its  dependencies,  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and Xo 
deliver  op  the  same  to  the  Spanish  commandant, 
and  officers  presenting  themselves  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  in  the  name  of  their  Sovereign. 

it  is  also  my  doty  to  represent  to  yon,  sir,  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  invasion  and  occopaiioo  of 
that  bland  by  the  American  troops,  there  was, 
and  I  believe  still  is,  a  considerable  property  be- 
longing to  Spanish  subjects,  which,  in  all  eaaea, 
it  ia  required  by  suict  justice  should  be  delivered 
to  the  owhers,  wbich,  1  doubt  not,  has  already 
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beeo,  or  will  be  done,  in  a  due  and  proper  Hum- 
ner,  care  being  taken  in  the  mean  time  that  it  be 
not  removed  or  mSer  injury. 

I  await  yoor  repif  to  this  reclamation  and 
protest,  tbat  1  maj  be  enabled  to  give  eeasonable 
Intel  iigenee  and  instrnctiona  to  tne  Grorernor  of 
St.  Aognstioe,  and  to  the  Captain  Qeoerai  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  provided  the  President,  as  I  flat- 
ter myself,  will  resolve  on  the  prompt  restitution 
and  delivery  of  Amelia  and  iu  dependencies  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovernment. 

I  caooot  by  any  means  doubt  that  this  will  be 
e/fecied,  confiding,  as  I  do,  in  the  high  rectitude 
of  the  President,  and  in  the  inviolable  principles 
of  public  faith,  on  which  the  security  of  nations 
reposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  theassuiaaces  of 
my  respects,  nnd  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many 
rears.  LUIS  DE  ONI8. 


The  Seetttary  of  State  to  Don  1am  De  (Mm. 
WAsmnQTOvf,  January  16, 1816. 

Sir:  Your  letters  pf  28th  December,  and  of 
ith  and  8th  of  the  present  month,  have  been  re* 
ieived,  and  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
itates. 

He  has  seen,  not  without  surprise  and  regret, 
bat  they  consist  almost  entirely  of  renewed  dis* 
ossions  upon  the  several  points  of  difference 
rhioh  have  so  long  subsisted  between  the  United 
Itates  and  Spain — discussions  which,  had  been 
ahauated  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
iinister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
ladrid  and  voar  Qovernment  in  the  years  1808 
Dd  1803,  and  more  especialiy  in. that  between 
^on  Pedro  Cevallos  and  the  special  extraor* 
Loary  mission  of  the  United  States  to  your 
'ourt  in  1805—^  mission  instituted  hy  the 
.mercaa  Government,  under  the  inflaence  of 
le  most  earnest  desire  to  terminate  amicably, 
ad  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  the  parties,  ail 
lose  differences,  bat  which,  after  five  months  of 
^gotiation  at  AraojueZi  issued  in  the  refusal  of 
pain  lo  give  satisfaction  to  the  United  States 
pon  any  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint  which 
ere  to  be  adjusted,  or  even  to  settle  the  qaes- 
on  of  boundaries  existing  betwees  the  United 
•tatesaodihe  Spanish  provinces  bordering  upon 
lem.  The  President  considers  that  it  would  be 
a  unprofitable  waste  of  time  to  enter  again  at 
irge  upon  topics  of  controversy  which  were  at 
lat  time  so  thoroughly  debated,  and  upon  which 
e  perceives  nothing  in  your  notes  which  was 
01  then  subsutttlkfly  urged  by  Don  Pedro  Ce- 
sUos,  and  to  which  every  reply  essential  to  elu* 
idate  the  rights,  and  establish  the  pretebsions 
n  the  part  of  the  United  States,  was  then  given* 
*or  proof  of  which,  1  beg  leave  merely  to  lefer 
ou  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Piock- 
ey  to  Mr.  Cevallos,  of  28th  January,  86th  Feb* 
lary,  8th  and  16th  March,  9th  and  80th  April, 
nd  12ih  May,  1805.  1  am  instructed  by  the 
^resident  to  propose  to  you  an  adjustment  of  all 
he  differences  between  the  two  countries,  by  an 
rrangement  ea  the  following  terms : 


1.  Spain  to  cede  all  her  claims  to  territoiy 
eastwara  of  the  Mississippi. 

2.  The  Colorado,  from  its  mouth  to  its  soareci 
and  from  thence  to  the  northern  limits  of  Louis- 
iana, to  be  the  western  boundary ;  or,  to  leaTc 
that  boundary  unsettled  for  future  arranffemeat. 

3.  The  claims  of  iodeomities  for  spoliaiiooay 
whether  Spanish,  or  French  within  Spanish 
jurisdiction,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  depoe* 
ite  at  New  Orleans,  to  be  arbitrated  and  seUled 
by  commissioners,  m  the  manner  agreed  apoa 
in  the  unratified  convention  of  1808. 

4.  The  lands  in  East  Florida,  and  in  West 
Florida,  to  the  Perdido,  to  be  made  answerable 
for  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  which  may  be 
awarded  bj  the  Commissioners  under  this  arbi- 
tration ;  with  an  option  to  the  United  States  to 
take  lands  and  pay  the  debts,  or  to  sell  the  lands 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  distributing  the 
amount  received  eqnalljr, according  to  the  amount 
of  their  respective  liquidaud  claims,  among  the 
claimants.  No  graau  of  land  subsequent  to  the 
11th  of  August,  1802,  to  be  valid. 

5.  Spain  to  be  exonerated  from  the  paymeat 
of  the  debts,  or  any  part  of  them. 

These  proposals  do  not  matterially  differ  from 
those  made  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  on  the  12th  of 
May,  1805b  The  President  has  seen  nothing  in  aof 
events  which  have  since  occurred,  nor  in  the  QOii» 
tents  of  your  notes,  which  can  afibrd  a  reaaoa  or 
a  motive  for  departing  from  them.  Of  the  mo* 
tives  for  coming  toan  Immediate  arrangemettt,  tha 
uripency  cannot  escape  yourattention.  Theeveafis 
which  have  recently  occurred  in  a  part  of  tha 
territory  which  yoa  have  iaformed  me  the  Kiag 
of  Spain  is  wiUmg  to  cede  to  the  United  Stales^ 
those  which  are  notoriously  impending  over  the 
remaining  part  of  that  territory  yet  in  the  possea 
slon  of  Spain,  make  it  indispensably  aectssarf 
that  the  ultimate  determination  of  your  Gkivera- 
ment  in  this  negotiation  should  be  acted  on  with- 
out delay.  The  explanations  requested  by  your 
notes  of  the  6ib  December  and  8th  January^  of 
the  motives  of  this  GoYernment  in  the  oecupatioa 
of  Amelia  Island,  have  been  given  in  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  of  the  Idih  iastaoi; 
and  cannot  fail  of  being  satisfactory  to  your  Gor*> 
ernment.  You  see  it  there  distinctly  and  expli- 
citly declared  that  the  measures  which  thisGoT- 
etoment  found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing in  relation  to  that  island  were  taken  aot  with 
a  view  to  conquest  from  Spain.  You  well  know 
that,  if  Spain  oould  have  kept,  or  recovered  the 
possession  of  it  from  the  triflisig  force  by  which 
It  was  occupied,  the  American  GoTcrnmeaC 
would  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  the 
measure  which  was  taken,  and  which  was  dic- 
tated bv  the  doty  of  protecting  the  interests  as 
well  01  this  oountry  as  of  those  with  whom  wa 
are  in  friendly  commercial  relations,  inoludiog 
Spain  herself.  Bat  Spain  cannot  expect  thoac 
the  United  States  should  employ  their  forces  for 
the  defence  of  her  territories^  or  to  rescue  them, 
for  her  exclusive  advantage,  from  the  adventurers 
who  are  projecting  and  in  the  act  of  •»5)?J*»t 
expeditions  against  them  from  territones  without 
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the  jarisdictton  of  the  United  States.  Neither 
can  the  United  States  permit  that  the  adjoining 
territories  of  Spain  should  be  misosed  by  others 
forpnrposes  of  annoyance  to  them. 

Under  these  cireomstances,  the  President  Is 
persuaded  that  you  will  perceive  the  necessity 
either  of  accepting  the  proposals  herein  contained 
as  the  basis  or  an  adjustment  of  the  long-standing 
differences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
or  of  offering  such  as  can,  by  any  possibility,  be 
acceptable  to  this  OoTernment,  without  reverting 
to  a  course  of  proceeding  the  only  result  of  which 
must  be  further  procrastination. 

I  pray  you^  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS. 


The  ChenaUer  Don  IaUm  dt  Onit  to  iU  Seerettmy  qf 

StaU. 

Washiiioton,  Jamutry  24, 1818. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  of 
thia  month,  by  which  I  see,  with  great  regret, 
that,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  those  I  had 
the  nonor  to  address  to  you  on  the  29th  of  last 
month,  and  the  5th  and  8th  of  the  present,  yon 
omit  to  answer  them,  and  decline  taking  mto 
consideration  the  indisputable  facts  and  grounds, 
and  the  irresistible  arguments  advanced  m  them, 
ia  relation  to  each  of  the  points  embraced  by  the 
dispute  set  on  foot  by  the  Government  or  the 
United  States.  You  say  it  is  useless  again  to 
discuss  the  facts,  reasons,  and  arguments  pro- 
duced by  the  Spanish  Government  in  the  years 
1802  and  1803,  and  in  1805,  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, and  the  special  extraordinary  mission 
conijointly  with  them,  having  then  replied  to  the 
different  points  of  the  notes  of  the  SjHinish  Min- 
istry in  a  manner  capable  of  elucidating  the  re- 
apective  rights  of  each  of  the  two  Powers,  and 
establishing  the  pretensions  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States ;  for  proof  of  which  you  re- 
fer me  to  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinck- 
ney  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister,  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos,  of  the  28tb  of  January,  26th  of 
February,  8th  and  16th  of  March,  9th  and  20ih 
of  April,  and  12th  of  May,  1805. 

I  think  it  proper  to  observe,  in  the  first  place, 
that  although  the  facts,  grounds,  and  aTguments 
then  produced  b^  the  Spanish  Government  do 
not  differ  essentiallv  from  those  stated  in  my 
notes,  their  irresistible  and  conclusive  force  is 
neither  altered  nor  in  any  manner  impaired. 
Truth  is  of  all  times ;  and  reason  and  justice  are 
founded  on  immutable  principles.  It  is  on  these 
principles  that  the  rights  of  tne  Crown  of  Spain 
are  founded  to  the  territories  eastward  and  west- 
ward of  Louisiana,  claimed  by  your  Government 
as  making  part  of  that  province — rights  of  im- 
Qiemoriarproperty  and  possession,  never  disputed, 
but  always  notorious,  and  acknowledged  by  other 
nations. 

In  the  second  place,  I  most  remark  to  you  that, 
throughout  the  whole  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject between  the  Ministry  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  there  is  not  a 


single  fact,  or  a  single  argument,  that  can  affect 
the  certainty  or  decisive  force  of  the  faets^  groaods, 
and  reasons  which  support  and .  determine  the 
aforesaid  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  single  incident  to  give 
the  smallest  support  to  the  pretenaiona  of  your 
Government.  All  the  vague  poaitions  on  which 
It  has  been  attempted  to  found  them  have  been 
refuted  and  dissipated  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, by  a  demonstration  so  Inmrnoos  and  con- 
vincinjg;  as  to  leave  no  alternative  to  reason  to 
resist  it. 

To  lay  all  this  aside,  and  merely  to  sajr  "  that 
it  is  a  matter  already  thoroughly  debated,  on 
which  nothing  further  essential  can  be  urged,  and 
that  the  American  Governikient  insists  on  main- 
taining a  contrary  opinion,"  Is  to  adoot  aa  arbi- 
trary course,  because,  this  opinion  not  being  sup- 
ported by  any  solid  foundation,  and  being,  as  it 
IS,  diametrically  opposite  to  the  unquestionable 
result  of  facts,  and  to  the  most  incontestable  prin- 
ciples and  arguments,  does  not,  nor  can  it,  give 
to  the  United  States  any  right  to  the  pretensions 
they  have  formed.  Neither  can  it  be  reqoired 
that  the  Government  of  Spain  should  subscribe 
to  this  opinion,  and  renounce  its  righu  to  the  ter- 
ritory which  the  United  States  wish  to  possess  in 
the  Spanish  provinces  bordering  on  those  States, 
since  that  opinion,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  alto- 
gether groundless  and  arbitrary,  and  since,  on 
those  rights,  there  neither  does  nor  can  there  fall 
any  doubt. 

It  is  the  sincere  wish  of  His  Catholic  Majescjr 
that  a  just  mode  of  amicably  settling  aU  pendiaff 
differences  may  be  adopted,  and  he  hasaothorixed 
me  for  this  purpose  $  but  neither  the  powers  he 
has  conferred  on  m^  nor  my  own  sense  of  duty, 
permit  me  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  which 
IS  not  based  upon  the  principles  of  common  jus- 
tice, combined  in  good  faith  with  the  saitaUe 
considerations  of  reciprocal  utility  or  coaveni- 
ence.  Being  anxiously  desirous  of  carrying  the 
wishes  and  frank  dispiositions  of  my  Severe^ 
into  execution,  I  sugg^ted  to  you,  in  oar  last  ver- 
bal conference,  the  expediency  of  year  making  to 
me  such  proposals  as  you  might  think  fit  to  teeon* 
cile  the  rights  and  interests  of  both  Powers,  by  a 
definitive  arrangement  of  the  differencea  pending 
between  them.  Since  yon  communicated  the 
present  state  of  things  to  the  President,  you  have 
proposed  to  me  in  your  note  a  plan  of  arraage- 
meni  or  adjustment  embracing  the  qaestioe  of 
boundaries,  and  that  of  indemnities,  which  it  as 
follows: 

To  settle  the  former,  you  pfopose  '^  that  Spain 
shall  cede  ail  her  claims  to  territory  eastward  of 
the  Mississippi,  (that  is  to  sav,  the  two  Fiori- 
das})  and  that  the  Colorado,  from  its  month  to 
its  source,  and  from  thence  to  the  northern  limits 
of  Louisiana,  shall  be  the  western  boundary  of 
that  province." 

I  have  expressed  in  one  proposal  what  yon  have 
stated  in  two,  as  both  are  reaueed  to  the  cession 
of  territory  by  Spain.  It  is  not  only  proposed 
that  Spain  shall  cede  both  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  but  that  she  shall  Itkewiae  oede  to  them 
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the  Tist  extent  of  SpftiiUb  territory  comprehead- 
ed  within  the  line  foUowiog  the  whole  coane  of 
the  Colorado.  I  pretome  that  it  is  the  river  Col- 
orado of  Natehitoehet  you  epeak  of,  and  not  of 
another  bearing  the  nme  name,  and  which  is 
still  farther  within  the  limits  of  the  Spanish 
provinces.  I  leave  it  to  yon,  sir,  to  examine  the 
import  of  these  two  proposals,  and  to  see  whether 
they  are  compatible  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, or  with  those  of  reciprocal  ntility  or  conve* 
nieoee.  It  is  demanded  of  Spain  to  cede  prov- 
inces and  territories  of  the  highest  importance, 
not  only  to  the  eastward,  but  to  the  westward 
of  Louisiana,  and  that  without  proposing  any 
equivalent  or  compensation. 

To  settle  the  question  of  indemnities,  you  mske 
the  following  pro|iosais: 

1.  That  indemnity  for  spoliations  on  American 
citizens,  committed  tnr  Spaniards  or  French  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  as  well  as  for  inju- 
ries sustained  by  American  citizens  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  shall  be 
settled  by  a  joint  commission,  as  agreed  upon  in 
the  convention  of  1802. 

2.  The  lands  in  East  Florida,  and  in  West 
Florida  to  the  Perdido^  to  be  made  answerable  to 
the  United  States  for  the  amount  of  the  indem- 
nities which  may  appear  to  be  due  by  Spain  to 
American  citizens  on  the  settlement  to  be  made 
by  commissioners  appointed  according  to  the  con- 
vention of  1802;  it  being  at  the  option  of  the 
United  States  to  take  the  lands  and  pay  the 
amount  of  the  indemnities  according  to  thenward 
on  the  claims,  or  to  sell  the  lands,  and  effect  the 
payment  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  To  this 
proposal  you  add,  that  all  grants  of  land  subse- 
quent to  the  11th  of  August,  1802,  are  to  be  null 
and  roid. 

3.  That  Spain  shall  be  exdnented  from  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  or  any  part  of  them. 

before  I  reply  to  these  three  proposals,  I  must 
repeat  the^  uniform  declaration  ot  the  Spanish 
Qoverament  to  the  United  States,  that  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  is,  and  always  has  been,  ready  to 
settle  the  question  of  indemnities,  with  a  view  to 
the  full  s«ti»&ction  of  the  just  claims  of  the  par- 
ties interested ;  and  that  His  Majesty  has  always 
manifested  the  same  sincere  desire  to  settle  defin- 
itively the  question  of  boundaries  ta  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  Powers;  and  that,  if  neither  of  these 
objects  has  been  accomplished,  it  has  not  de- 
pended iipon  the  Government  of  Spain.    The 
contrary  is  evident,  beyond  the  possibility  of  de- 
nial, from  the  official  correspondence  between 
His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister  of  State,  and 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, who  suspended  and  broke  off  the  negotia- 
tion at  Aranjuez,  after  having  obstinately  refused 
to  accept  the  modifications  founded  on  strict  jus- 
tice which  were  proposed  by  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

i  now  proceed  to  state  the  most  obvious  and 
CMential  diflculties  which  render  your  three  pro- 
posals for  the  settlement  of  indemnities  inadmis- 
sible. I  observe  that,  in  speaking  of  them;  you 
only  mention  the  indemnity  for  spoliations  suf- 


fered by  Aoieriean  citizens,  and  omit  that  which 
is  equally  due  to  Spaniards  for  spoliations  com* 
mitied  on  them  by  the  citizens  and  authorities  of 
this  Republic,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  existing  treaty*  I  also  observe  that  you 
not  only  omit  tnis  inoispensable  basis  of  recipro- 
city and  common  justice,  but  propose  the  imme* 
diate  cession  of  both  the  Floridas,  which  two 
Spanish  provinces  are  to  be  retained  by  the  Uni« 
ted  States  as  an  indemnity  or  payment  of  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  by  opain  to  American  ci^ 
izens,  according  to  the  arbitration  of  the  joini 
eommissiour 

^  You  cannot  fail  to  admit,  sir,  that  this  proposal^ 
independent  of  ita  injustice,  is  offensive  to  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  It 
is  unjust,  because  it  demands  an  indemnity  or 
anticipated  payment  of  claims  yet  to  be  proved 
and  liquidated,  while,  at  the  same  time,  u  pro- 
vides for  no  correspondent  indemnity  or  bayment 
of  what  may  be  due  by  the  United  Stales  to 
Spanish  subjects.  It  is  offensive  to  the  dignity 
and  honor  of  Spain,  because,  by  the  very  fact  of 
demanding  this  anticipation,  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  integrity  aod  punctuality  in  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  Government  is  manifested,  whereas  a 
single  instance  does  not  exist  of  Spain  having 
failed  in  fulfilling  her  enga^menta;  the  most 
scrupulous  exactness,  good  faith,  and  strict  obseiv 
vance  of  the  point  of  honor,  having  at  all  times 
invariably  formed  the  distinguishing  traiu  of  her 
character.  It  therefore  becomes  unnecessary  to 
point  out  to  you  the  enormous  disproportion  be- 
tween the  value  of  the  two  Floridas,  and  that  of 
the  probable  amount  of  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  on  the  Government  of  Spain,  after  they 
are  ascertained  and  liquidated.  This  dispropor- 
tion will  be  still  more  enormous  when  you  con- 
sider that,  in  the  first  of  the  three  proposals,  to 
which  I  am  now  replying.  Is  included  the  indem- 
nity for  spoliations  on  citizens  of  this  Republic 
by  French  cruisers  and  consuU  on  the  coasu  and 
in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  by  the  tribunals  of  cas- 
sation in  France,  confirming  the  condemnation  of 
American  prizes. 

It  has  been  proved  to  mathematical  demomtra- 
tion  that  Spain  neither  b  nor  can  be  responsible 
in  any  way  for  this  indemnity.  It  is  France 
which  must  be  responsible,  if  she  has  not  already 
satisfied  the  claim,  as  her  Government  assures 
she  has  done. 

Nor  can  I  omit  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the 
pretension  of  annulling  the  grants  of  lands  in  Flo- 
rida since  Aujipust,  18(S,  would  be  in  opposition  to 
all  the  principles  of  justice.    These  srants  are 
made  in  a  lawful  manner,  and  by  a  lawful  author- 
ity.   Spain  was  the  owner  and  peaceful  possessor 
of  those  lands.   She  had  then  an  indisputable  right 
to  make  the  grants  you  allude  to,  as  she  now  has 
to  the  property  of  the  territorv  afterwards  forcibly 
taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States,  since  a 
violent  dispossession  never  deprives  an  individ- 
ual or  nation  of  their  lawful  righta.    I  proceed 
to  youp  last  proposal,  which  is,  that  on  the  ad- 
mission of  those  preceding,  Spain  shall  oe  ex- 
onerated from  all  obligation  to  pay  the  debu  or 
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etoioM  which  may  he  dM  to  AmerioMi  citimis 
OB  their  seiclemeot  aod  liooidatioii  by  the  joint 
eommitsioD.  I  eonceire  ibis  to  be  the  import  of 
the  ezprctsioDs,  sutiog  that  "Spain  shall  he  ex- 
onerated from  the  jiayment  of  the  dehte,  or  any 
part  of  them."  This  proposition  is  a  corollary 
of  the  two  preceding  it,  since,  if  Spain  shoold 
cede  the  two  Floridas  to  the  United  States  as  an 
indemnity  or  compensation  for  the  losses  and  in« 
jartes  done  to  the  citizens  of  this  Republic,  she 
would  necessarily  be  exonerated  from  this  reepoa* 
tibility,  the  cession  beinff,  in  such  case,  eqniTa* 
lent  to  a  final  discharge  of  the  claims  referred  to. 
I  go  farther.  Supposing  yoar  last  two  proposals 
for  the  definitive  adjostment  of  the  question  of 
indemnities  to  be  admitted  and  carried  into  eflcct, 
the  one  preceding,  namely,  that  which  refers  this 
taeiiiess  to  the  award  of  commissioners  to  heap- 
pointed  by  both  Oovernments,  agreeabiT  to  too 
convention  of  1802^  would  be  useless  and  contra* 
diotory.  As  none  of  the  proposals  offered  by 
yon  provide  any  indemnity  lor  the  losses  and  in- 
juries caused  to  Spaniards,  nor  even  make  any 
aMOtien  of  them ;  and  as  by  the  two  last  pro* 
pQMials,  if  admitted,  the  Iosbcs  and  injuries  sus- 
tained by  American  citizens  would  be  iademni- 
ied  and  compensated,  according  to  the  wishes  of 

Jour  Qovemment,and  Spain  would  consequently 
B  exonerated  from  all  responsibility  on  this  bead, 
it  is  clear  that  the  bnsiness  would  then  be  settled 
and  cancelled,  and  there  would  be  no  neoesstty 
for  recurring  to  arbitration. 

Finally,  Fcannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
great  concern  at  not  being  able  in  any  degree  to 
Tooooeiie  the  proposals  you  hare  made  me  bj  or- 
der of  the  President  with  the  inviolable  principles 
of  common  iustice;  and  on  perceiving  that  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  no  basis  is  present- 
ed of  a  due  reciprocity  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
diflbrences  pcndiiig,.the  said  proposals  being  alto- 
gether inadmissible. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir|  that  the  King,  my  master, 
being  desirous  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Uniteo 
States,  in  respect  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas, 
although  it  is  well  known  how  highly  important 
those  two  provinces  are  to  cover  and  secure  the 
noesessions  of  Spain  in  that  part  of  America, 
His  Majesty  is  ready  to  cede  them,  provided  he 
ia  compensated  by  an  equivaleat  in  territory  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  bordering  on 
the  Spanish  possessions ;  and  it  is  under  this  idea 
that  the  powers  and  instructions  I  have  from  my 
Qovernment  are  conceived.  But  yon  cannot  fail 
to  admit  that  the  plan  of  adjustment  proposed 
involves  exorbitant  and  enormous  sacrifices  to  the 
pr^udiee  of  Spain,  since,  without  offering  any 

Stuivaleat  or  compensation  on  the  part  of  the 
nited  States,  it  requires  not  only  the  cession  of 
both  the  Floridas,  but  also  that  of  immense  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  the  Spanish  moDarehsr  west- 
ward of  Louisiana ;  and  that,  in  relation  to  the 
question  of  reciprocal  indemnities,  it  only  compre- 
nends  those  respecting  American  citizens,  omit- 
ting those  due  to  the  Crown  and  subjects  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  This  plan  of  adjustment 
would  amount  to  the  foUowiog  one:  **  Qire  me 


all  I  wish  to  ask,  and  giv«  np  all  you  auiy  josily 
claim  or  show  is  yours."  I  am,  however,  per- 
fectly persuaded  inat  this  neither  is  ner  can  be 
your  intention,  or  that  of  your  Government;  and 
that,  in  making  these  proposals  for  no  ndjastmeni, 
your  only  object  was  to  afford  me  an  opportunity 
to  make  sock  as  yon  might  consider  just  and 
admissible. 

I  shall,  therefore,  point  out  to  yon  such  as  I  con- 
ceive to  be  founded  in  justice  and  reeiproeal  con- 
venience, and  therefore  cannot  fail  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  United  Slates. 

1.  *'The  dividing  line  between  Looisiaaa  and 
the  Spanish  possessions  to  be  esiabliBhed  ia  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Mississippi,  either  that  of 
La  Fonrche,  or  of  the  Atchafalayii,  foUowiog  the 
course  of  that  river  to  its  source.  Spain  to  cede 
the  two  Floridas  to  the  United  Stntee  in  full  and 
complete  sovereignty.'' 

In  ease  this  proposal  should  not  appear  admis- 
sible to  your  Government,  the  following  may  be 
substituted:  '^The  vd  post&felw,  or  etnie of  pos- 
session in  1763,  to  form  the  basis,  and  the  western 
line  of  division  to  be  established  from  the  sea.  al 
a  point  between  the  rivers  Carsasa  and  the  Mer- 
mento,  or  Mermentao,  running  thence  by  Airoyn 
Hondo,  till  it  crosses  the  Colorado  of  Natchito- 
ches, between  that  post  and  Adaee,  thence  north- 
ward to  a  point  to  be  fixed  and  laid  down  by 
commissioners  respectively  appointed  for  the  pur> 
pose.*' 

2.  His  Catholic  Msjesty  to  ratify  the  conven- 
tion of  1802,  and  both  Qovemaaentt  to  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  joint  commission  on  thequeo- 
tioa  of  indemnities,  classing  as  such  those  which 
reoard  American  citizens  and  the  down  and 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  noUauona 
reciprocally  committed  to  the  period  of  the  said 
convention,  and  thereafter,  to  the  date  of  the  eon- 
firmation  of  the  adjustment  by  the  joint  commis- 
sion. Five  or  seven  members  to  compose  the 
commission,  with  this  condition,  that  if  they  are 
five,  each  Government  ahall  respectively  nooit- 
nate  a  person  for  the  fifth  memb^,  to  be  chosen 
by  lot,  provided  they  cnnnot  agree  on  the  person 
to  be  so  chosen ;  the  same  to  take  plaoe  for  the 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  if  there  be  seven  mem- 
bers; but  the  fifth,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  in  the  second,  shall  nei- 
ther be  Spaniards  nor  citizens  of  the  United 
States  by  birth  or  natnraiization.  They  shall 
moreover  be,  by  their  profiession  and  office,  jodge% 
of  the  number  of  those  subjects  who,amoiig 
itime  and  commercial  nations,  are  usoaily 
ployed  to  judge  and  decide  oa  matters 
with  maritime  law  and  the  law  of  nations,  whe- 
ther in  France,  E&ngland,  Russia,  Aosuin,  or  the 
Netherlands;  in  both  cases,  the  peisoa  ao  desig- 
nated to  be  provided  with  a  certificate  of  the 
Government  of  the  country  he  beloogs  to,  pror- 
ing  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  integrity  tmi 
capacity,  his  quality  and  actual  profession  as  a 
judge  in  the  matters  referred  to,  and  also  the  sm» 
surance  that  permission  shall  be  granted  le  hl^ 
for  discharging  the  duties  of  the  commissiom,  in 
case  the  said  person  ahall  be  choaen  bf  lot. 
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With  tbcM  modifiofttioiM,  saggaited  bf  pra* 
deuce,  impmrtiftliiy,  aod  the  most  perfeec  vecti- 
tade,  and  exelading,  u  i»  just,  the  indemoity  for 
the  simliatione  eommitted  on  the  eommeree  of 
this  Republte  hy  Freneh  privateers  and  eontala 
on  the  eoastB  aad  in  the  porta  of  Spain,  and  by 
the  triboaals  of  caMation  in  France,  the  eon* 
▼ention  of  1802  to  be  ratified  and  carried  into 
ezeeutioo. 

3.  His  Cathoiic  Majett]r  to  anite  with  the 
United  States  in  nsiaf  their  best  endeavors  to 
obtain  from  France  the  corieapondent  iodemnity 
For  the  spoliations  juet  mentioned,  in  case  that 
questioo  haa  not  already  been  aettled  between  the 
French  and  American  GoTernmenta* 

4.  The  GtoTernment  of  the  United  States  to 
engage  to  take  efiectual  meaaures  to  prevent  all 
tiostile  armaments  in  their  ports  and  territory 
igainst  the  commerce  and  poaaeaaions  of  Spain, 
siiher  by  Americana  or  any  other  Power,  or  by 
idveoturera  of  any  other  nations,  or  by  the  rebeia 
7(  Spaaiah  America ;  and,  for  their  dae  execu* 
tion,  the  President  to  isaoe  poaitive  ordera  to  aii 
persona  employed  by  the  Government,  charging 
ibem,  on  their  responsibility,  to  guard  against  aay 
nfraotion  or  violation  of  them  whatsoever,  ez- 
ending  the  same  measttrea  to  the  preveniing  of 
my  vessels  employed  in  cruising  against  the 
Spanish  eommeree,  or  otherwise  hostileiy  en* 
fsged  against  the  Government  aod  anbjecta  of 
lis  CathoUc  Majesty,  from  arming  in.  or  enter- 
ug  armed,  the  harbora  and  watejra  of  the  United 
Itntes.  Every  veaael  of  thia  deacription  foood 
vitbin  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  otatea  to  be 
nised  withoot  remiaaion,  and  anbjecled  to  the 
igor  of  the  law  by  the  American  oflicera  and 
iQthoritiea;  and  the  vcaaela  and  property  ao  cap- 
nred,  belonging  to  the  aobjecia  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  to  be  laid  under  attachment,  and  defini- 
ively  delivered  up  to  Eiia  Majeaty's  Miniater,  or 
he  neareat  Spaniah  Conaul,  to  be  held  by  them  at 
he  diapoaal  of  the  lawful  owaera.  This  proposal 
:oniains  nothing  beyond  the  obligations  already 
mposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the 
aw  of  nations,  and  the  existing  treaty.  But  as  it 
s  evident  to  voo,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that 
iboses  and  intraeticma  of  tiieae  lawa  and  aolemn 
compacts  have  been,  and  continue,  to  be,  fre- 
luently  practised,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
(uiuble  measwes  be  adopted,  lolly  aad  eieelu- 
illy  to  ptevent  the  repetition  of  similar  aboses 
md  infractions. 

By  these  fonr  propeiaU  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  both  Powera  are  reconciled  open  princi- 
ples of  manifeat  Juatice  and  reciprocal  utility; 
they  settle  and  terminate  all  pending  diffiBrencea, 
in  my  judgment,  satiafactorily  to  both  nationa; 
and  1  must  presume  that  theJPresident  will  view 
them  in  the  saD(^e  light,  and  subauntially  admit 
them*  In  ease  there  be  any  other  queatioa  of 
aecondary  or  minor  importance  to  be  in  like 
manner  included  in  the  general  and  definitive 
adjuaiment,  it  will  be  easy,  and  follow  of  course, 
after  we  iiave  agreed  on  the  moat  eaaential  arti- 
cles or  poinu;  we  will  then  alao  determine  the 
true  import  of  the  aeveral  propoaitiona  laid  doirn, 


and  explain  each  one  of  them  with  the 
aary  cleameaa,  accuracy,  and  preeiaion. 

If,  however,  yon  ahoold  find  any  difficalty  or 
obatacle  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  and  are  of  opin- 
ion that  by  any  other  mode  we  may  attain  the 
desired  object,  without  deviating  from  the  fan* 
damental  principles  and  basis  of  justice  and  re* 
ciprocal  convenience,  I  wilL  with  ffreat  pleaanre, 
be  ready  to  adopt  it,  provided  it  be  compatible 
with  the  powera  given  me  by  the  King,  mv 
maater.  In  thia  view  yon  can  propose  anen 
ehaagea  or  modificatiooa  aa  you  mayr  Ma  fit,  as 
are  ealcnlated  lo  remove  all  diflicttltiea  on  both 
aide%  and  reconcile  the  righta,  intareata,  aad 
wiahea  of  both  Powera. 

In  the  meantime,  I  hope  that  the  eonrae  pur* 
aued  by  the  President  (en  ia  mareha  de  eit  oon* 
dMola)  will  correspond  with  the  sentiments  nnd 
uniform  profession  of  amity  and  perfect  harmo- 
ny existing  between  His  Biajesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  I  aad  I  am,  therefore^  constrained  to 
reclaim  and  protest,  formallyi  as  I  now  do,  against 
all  meaaorea  whataoever  injurioua  to  the  righta 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  to  renew,  as  I  here- 
by do,  the  proteat  alreadv  made  againat  the  onon* 
pation  of  Amelia  laiand,  and  agaiaat  the  ordera 
to  occupy  Galveaton,  inaamoch  aa  the  United 
Statea  having  no  right  whatever  either  to  the 
aaid  ialand  or  to  Gwiveatoo,  they  neither  had, 
nor  could  have,  a  jnat  motive  or  canae  to  aano* 
tion  nirnHu  acu  of  violence  in  the  midat  of 
peace* 

I  await  your  aaawer  to  thia  note  in  order  that 
we  may  accdefate  the  moment  of  agreeing  on 
juat  and  fit  meaaures  for  carrying  the  defioitive 
settlement  of  all  pending  difiereneea  into  effect. 

In  the  meantime,  I  renew  to  you,  air,  the  a«a*> 
rancea  of  my  conatant  reepect. 

God  preaerve  yon  many  yeara. 

LUIS  DB  ONIS. 


T%€  iamc  to  the  iame> 

WAaaiNQTON,  Feb.  10, 1818. 

Sia:  The  multiplicity  of  buaineaa  which  I 
believe  has,  nnd  still  does  en|pge  your  attention, 
from  the  necessity  of  preparing  and  laying  be- 
fore the  CongrcM  the  pa{>ers  and  information 
called  for  on  different  subjects,  most  assuredly 
have  prevented  you  from  replying  as  yet  to  my 
note  of  the  dith  of  last  month ;  it  is,  therefore, 
nnnecceaarylbr  me  to  troitbla  yon,  by  trespam- 
ipg  on  your  attention,  to  nrge  the  importance  of 
yonr  answer,  aa  I  ieel  aaanred  you  are  aa  fully 
aware  of  it  aa  I  am.  But  the  earnest  wish  I 
have  to  accelerate  the  negotiation  that  has  been 
opened,  and  thereby  to  come  to  a  final  settlement 
of  the  differences  pending  between  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  Government  aad  yours,  impels  me  to 
take  this  stm.  I  therefore  request  you,  sir,  to  be 
pleased  to  mform  me^  as  soon  as  you  possibly 
can,  whether  the  proposals  offered  in  mjr  afore- 
said note  come  up  to  or  approach  the  wishes  of 
this  Eepoblic,  and  if,  with  the  view  of  satisfy- 
ing.them,  you  can  ilevise  aaoiher  just  mode  calp 
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ealaMd  to  reeooeile  the  rights  of  both  aationt 
vpoD  some  principle  of  reeiproeal  atilitf  and 
coDveoience,  I  hope  yoa  will  eommuiiieate  it  to 
me,  in  foti  eonfidenee  that  I  shall  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  accede  to  any  modification  or  expe- 
dient fooaded  on  a  basis  of  acknowledged  jus- 
tice and  mutnal  ntility,  because  it  is  to  soch  a 
basis  that  all  the  instructions  and  powers  I  have 
received  from  my  Sovereij^n  refer. 

The  ^United  States  having  manifested  a  wish 
to  obtain  the  Floridas,  His  Uatholic  Majesty  has 
condescended  to  accede  thereto,  as  a  proof  of  bis 
friendship  and  high  consideration  for  the  United 
States,  and  has  authorized  me  to  stipulate  the  ces- 
sion of  those  two  provinces  for  an  equivalent  of 
territory  westward  of  the  Mississippi.  Having 
proved  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Go  vernmen  t,  by 
the  most  complete  evidence  of  which  moral  facts 
are  susceptible,  and  by  a  conviction  in  nowise  infe- 
rior to  that  of  mathematical  truths,  that  the  proper 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  eastward  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, are  defined  by  the  course  of  that  river,  and 
thence  by  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas 
and  Potttchartrain ;  and  that  to  the  westward 
they  never  did  nor  could  extend  beyond  the  rivers 
Garcasa  and  Mermen  to,  or  Mermen  tao^  running  be- 
tween Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  across  Red  river, 
and  thence  northward  to  a  line  not  yet  fixed,  and 
to  be  settled  by  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
both  Governments,  it  is  clear  that  the  proposals 
offered  in  my  note  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
question  of  boundaries  cannot  fail  to  appear  ad- 
vantageous to  your  Government,  and  satisfactory 
to  the  just  wishes  of  the  United  Sutes.  But  if, 
for  their  greater  satisfaction,  you  can  point  out  an 
expedient  by  which  the  said  proposals  may  be 
still  further  modified,  without  detractin|[  from 
the  acknowledged  principles  of  common  justice 
and  reciprocal  convenience,  1  am  ready  to  attend 
to  and  stipulate  it  immediately,  if  it  come  within 
the  sphere  of  my  powers  and  instructions ;  and 
in  case  it  should  not,  by  presenting,  perchance, 
combinations  which  could  not  be  foreseen  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  I  will  immediately  despatch  a 
courier  to  Madrid,  to  inform  my  Government  of 
the  demands  of  yours,  and  request  more  ample 
powers  adapted  to  them. 

The  question  of  indemnities  can  be  attended 
with  no  difficulty.  The  Spanish  Government 
has  always  been  willing  to  give  due  satisfaction 
for  the  losses  and  in  Junes  sustained  by  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  and  committed  by  Spaniards, 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the  existing 
treaty;  but  it  cannot  relinquish  iu  claim  to  COD)- 
prebend,  in  like  manner,  in  the  adjustment  of 
those  losses  and  injuries,  such  as  have  been  com- 
mitted by  citizens  and  authorities  of  this  Repub- 
lic on  the  Crown  and  subjects  of  Spain,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  same  right  ana  treaty.  Your  Gov- 
ernment, sensible  of  the  justice  of  this  demand, 
cannot  fail  to  accede  to  it ;  thus  by  ratifying  the 
convention  agreed  on  in  1802,  as  1  have  already 

Sroposed  to  you,  the  question  of  indemnities  will 
e  easily  settled  and  determined. 
The  King,  my  master,  being  desirous  of  giving 
the  United  States  and  the  whole  world  incontest- 


able proofs  of  the  rectitude  and  sioearilf  of  his 
dispositions,  and  of  his  love  of  jaslieo  and  good 
fiiith,  is  ready  to  submit  all  the  questions  em- 
braced by  the  pending  differenees  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  one  or  more  of  the  Powers  of  Rarope  in 
whom  the  United  States  OMy  have  the  greatest 
confidence,  they  and  His  Majesty  respcctivdy 
engaging  to  abide  inevocably  by  the  decision  of 
such  arbitration.  In  cases  where  justice  alone  is 
•ought  for,  this  reference  must  be  pnrticalarly  de- 
sirable, and  has  been  frequently  resorted  tot,  as 
well  by  individuals  as  by  the  iDOst  respectable 
nations,  on  controverted  questions. 

The  British  Government,  on  being  informed 
of  the  difficulties  attending  the  negotiation  pend- 
ing between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  made 
an  offer  of  its  mediation  for  the  porpoae  of  recon- 
ciling them,  and  the  President  has  not  been 
pleased  to  accept  it,  as  I  have  been  lately  inform- 
ed by  the  Minister  of  England  to  these  States. 
From  this  refusal  I  am  to  infer  that  the  Preudcat 
is  willing,  on  his  part,  to  remove  all  the  obstacles 
which  oppose  the  prompt  and  happy  terminaitoa 
of  the  negotiation  pending;  and,  under  this  im- 
pression, which  is  due  to  the  uprightness,  recti- 
tude, and  good  faith  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  be  ncccHary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  mediation  or  arbitration 
of  friendly  or  neutral  Powers  to  settle  and  te^ 
minate  on  principles  of  iustiee  the  existing  differ 
erences  between  the  United  States  and  Spain; 
and  if  unfortunately  this  should  not  be  the  cas^ 
I  also  flatter  myself  that  your  C3oTemmenc  will 
approve  of  one  of  those  modes^  as  being  dictated 
by  a  sincere  love  of  peace  and  justice  due  to  such 
occasions. 

I  therefore  hope,  sir,  that  yon  will  reply  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  proposals  aMide  in  my  last 
note,  and  communicate  to  me  whatever  you  may 
think  most  conducive  to  the  happ^^  termination 
of  the  pending  negotiation,  and  suit  farther  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  nations.  * 

In  the  mean  while,  I  have  the  honor  to  renew 
to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect,  and  I  pmy 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Tke decretory  o/  SUtU to  J)m  Imtdt  OmiM^Mmns 
BsOtaordinmry  and  ISmuUr  Pim^mHrn^frm 

MAncH  IS,  1818. 

Sib  :  The  admission*,  in  yonr  letter  of  the  Sith 
of  January,  that  all  the  facts,  grounds,  and  argu- 
ments, nlleged  in  your  previous  notes  of  39lh  of 
December  and  of  the  5th  and  8th  of  January,  in 
support  of  the  pretensions  of  your  Gorernment 
upon  the  several  points  o(  difference  which  have 
so  long  subsisted  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  are  essentially  the  same  as  had  already 
been  advanced  and  discussed  at  the  period  of  the 
extraordinary  mission  to  Spain  in  1806,  while  it 
justifies  the  reluctance,  on  the  pnrt  of  the  iimer- 
ican  Government,  manifested  in  my  letter  of  the 
16th  of  January,  to  the  renewal  of  an  exhausted 
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disconioD,  oanoot  bat  exeire  some  sarprite,  as 
comportiDff  so  little  with  the  professions  of  the 
earoest  desire  of  your  Gorero men C  to  brinjf  ibose 
differences  to  a  speedy  and  happy  termiBaCioo 
which  have  been  so  strongly  and  so  repeatedly 
expressed  as  weU  in  yonr  notes  as  in  the  recent 
eommanieations  from  Don  Francisco  Pizarro  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid. 
The  obserration,  that  troth  is  of  all  times, 
and  that  reason  and  instice  are  foanded  upon  im- 
mutable prioeiples,  has  never  been  contested  by 
the  Uoited  States;  bat  neither  truth,  reason, nor 
jastiee  consists  in  stubbornness  of  assertion,  nor 
in  the  multiplied  repetition  of  error.  I  referred 
fou  to  the  letters  from  the  extraordinary  mission 
)f  1805  to  Don  Pedro  Cevalios,  for  an  ample 
ind  satisfactory  refotation  of  the  supposed  facts, 
proands,  and  arguments  now  reproduced  by  yoa. 
fou  reply  by  telling  me  that  ^  there  does  not 
ippear  to  be  a  single  incident  to  gire  the  small- 
^st  support  to  the  pretensions  of  my  GK>Tern- 
nent;  that  all  the  vaffue  positions  on  which  it 
las  been  attempted  to  tound  them  have  been  re- 
nted and  dissipated  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
Dent,  by  a  demonstration  so  luminous  and  con- 
ducing as  to  leave  no  alternative  to  reason  to 
esist  it."  And  you,  more  than  once,  intimate 
bat  the  American  Qovernment  does  not  itself 
elieve  in  the  validity  of  the  statements  and  ar- 
uments  used  by  its  Ministers  in  support  of  the 
Imims  of  the  United  States,  as  asserted  by  them. 

To  language  and  sentiments  such  as  these  the 
lovemment  of  the  United  States  cannot  reply ; 
or  can  it,  without  an  effort,  continue  at  all  a 
iscussion  sullied  by  such  unworthy  and  ground- 
ess  imputations. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  confine  the 
bservations  upon  your  late  notes  to  those  parts 
f  them  which  have  relation  to  the  essential 
nyects  of  controversy  between  the  two  nations. 

To  give  a  single  instance  of  that  course  of  ar- 
ument  which  you  represent  as  equivalent  to  ma- 
tiematicai  demonstration  in  favor  of  Spain,  it 
rill  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  your  assertions  in  re- 
ition  to  the  question  of  the  eastern  boundaries 
f  Louisiana,  as  retroceded  to  France  by  the 
>eaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  in  1800,  and  ceded  by 
i^rance  to  the  United  States  in  1803.  The  claim 
f  the  United  States,  under  that  cession,  to  the 
erritory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  river 
^erdido,  rests,  as  yon  well  know,  upon  the  words 
1  the  two  treaties  descfibiog  the  colony  or  pro- 
ince  of  Louisiana  ceded  by  them,  as  having  the 
tme  extent,  not  onlv  that  it  had  at  the  time  of 
tie  retrocession  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  but  also 
bat  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and  such  as 
t  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  enter- 
d  into  between  Spain  and  other  States.  You 
mow  also  with  what  force  it  was  urged  by  the 
ylinisters  of  the  United  States  at  Aranjuez,  in 
805.  that  those  words  (referring  to  the  primitive 
KMsession  of  the  province  by  France)  could  have 
lad  no  other  meaning  than  that  of  extending  the 
etrocession  to  the  Perdido,  because  the  province 
lad  always  had  that  extent  when  in  the  posses- 
ion of  France.    And  what  is  your  reply  to  this 


argument,  which  you  are  pleased  to  include  oa- 
der  the  (|eneral  censure  of  vague  and  grounds* 
less  positions?  It  is  nu  other  than  a  suppositioa 
of  a  treaty  of  1764,  by  virtue  of  which,  you  say, 
France  ceded  the  western  remnant  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain  a  year  after  having  ceded  the  eastera 
part  of  It,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  to 
Enffland.  With  the  aid  of  this  treatv  you  are 
enabled,  first,  to  discover  an  interval  of  time  be- 
tween the  twocessions.  and  during  which  France 
possessed  Louisiana,  bounded  eastward  by  the 
Mississippi ;  and,  secondly,  to  include  this  treaty 
between  Spain  and  France  among  those  described 
in  the  article  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Udefonso,  as 
"the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between 
Spain  and  other  States." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  no  such  treaty 
of  1764  ever  existed.  That  the  ceMions  of  Lou- 
isiana, westward  of  the  Mississippi,  to  Spain,  and 
eastward  of  that  river  to  the  Peraido,  to  England, 
were  made  by  France  both  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1762,  is  certain  i  and  that  the  acceptance  by 
the  King  of  Spain  of  the  cession  made  to  him 
took  place  on  the  13th  of  the  same  November, 
1762 ;  the  proof  of  which  is  in  the  very  order 
from  the  Bang  of  France  to  L'Abbadie,  for  the 
delivery  of  the  province  to  the  officers  of  the  King 
of  Spain.  The  province  had  never  belonged  to 
France  a  single  oay,  without  extending  to  the 
Perdido.  Nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  remind  you 
that  the  very  treaty  of  cession,  by  which  France 
surrendered  her  possession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain, 
cannot  be  comprehended  in  the  description  of 
treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  Spain 
and  other  States. 

As  this  simple  reference  to  a  notorious  and  un- 
questionable fact  annihilates  all  that  course  of 
reasoning  upon  which  your  understanding  rejects 
all  doubt,  so  a  recurrence  to  another  fact,  equally 
notorious,  replies  as  decisively  to  your  appeal  to 
the  treaty  of  6th  February,  1778,  between  tlie 
United  States  and  France.  You  say  that  in  the 
year  1800  France  could  not  have  acquired  any 
territory  east  of  the  Mississippi,  without  a  mon- 
strous violation  of  that  treaty;  forgettior  that 
that  treaty,  and  all  its  obligations  upon  France, 
had,  before  the  year  1800,  ceased  to  exist. 

The  fact  that  the  cessions  of  the  two  parts  of 
Louisiana  to  Spain  and  England  were  made  on 
the  same  day,  may  serve  no  less  as  a  reply  to  all 
the  verbal  criticisms  so  gravely  urged  by  Mr. 
Cevalios,  and  now  repeat^  by  you,  on  the  force 
of  the  terms  reiroceae  and  retrocenion,  used  in 
the  Treat jT  of  St.  Ildefonso.  The  plain  import  of 
the  words  is  neither  more  or  less  than  giving  back, 
restoring.  It  does  not,  and  cannot  be  made  to  im- 
ply that  both  the  parties  to  the  restoration  must,  of 
necessity,  be  the  same  as  both  the  parties  to  the 
grant.  They  only  imply  that  the  object  and  the 
party  granting,  and  the  party  receiving  it,  as  re- 
stored, are  the  same.  To  use  an  illustration  from 
the  concerns  of  individual  life,  suppose  A,  by  two 
separate  deeds,  grants  half  an  acre  of  land  to  B, 
and  the  other  half  to  C.  B,  by  subsequent  pur- 
chase, obtains  the  half  acre  granted  to  C,  and  then 
regranu  the  whole  acre  back  to  A.  By  wUataver 
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dtDomiBAiioB  the  two  half  aeret  wmj  have  beea 
call«d|  in  the  interval  between  the  fint  grant  and 
the  restoration,  B  might,  with  the  most  perfect 
propriety,  be  said  to  retrocede  the  whole;  and  if 
m  the  act  of  restoration  the  aere  shoald  be  called 
by  the  same  name,  and  eipressly  described  as 
having  the  same  extent  as  when  it  had  been  first 
owned  by  A,  with  what  shadow  of  Justice  could 
B  pretend  that  4iis  regrant  was  only  of  the  half 
acre  he  had  first  received  from  A,  because  the 
other  half  acre  had,  in  the  interval,  been  called 
by  another  name,  and  for  some  time  owned  hj 
another  person  1  That  the  term  letroeession  is 
in  common  nse  in  this  sense,  take  the  following 
passage  from  the  English  translation  of  Alcedo's 
Dictionary : 

"  By  a  treaty  in  1783,  Ghreat  Britain  retroceded 
to  Spain  all  the  territory  which  both  Spaia  and 
France  had  ceded  to  Great  Britain  in  1763." 

There  would  then  be  nothing  in  the  terms  ret' 
rocede  and  r€troce$$Um  which  could  limit  the  ter- 
ritories restored  by  Spain  to  the  boundaries  under 
which  she  had  first  received  part  of  them  from 
France,  even  if  the  original  cessions  of  the  two 
parts  had  been  made  at  different  time8|  and  even  if 
those  words,  '*  with  the  same  extent  it  had  when 
in  the  hands  of  France,"  had  not  been  inserted  in 
the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  But  when  it  is  con- 
•idered  that  the  cessions  by  France  of  the  two 
parts  of  Louisiana  were  made  to  Spain  and  to 
kngland  on  the  same  day ;  when  we  know  that 
the  cession  of  the  part  ceded  to  England  had 
been  made  for  the  benefit  of  Spain,  as  it  was  an 

Sutvalent  for  the  restoration  by  England  of  the 
and  of  Cuba  to  Spain ;  and  when  we  seek  for 
any  possible  meaning  to  the  words  referring  to 
the  extent  of  Louisiana  when  before  owned  by 
France,  to  our  minds,  sir,  the  conclusion  is  irre- 
sistible that  the  terms  retraced^  and  re^roceifum 
can  have,  in  this  case,  no  other  meaning  than 
that  for  which  wa  contend,  and  that  they  include 
the  giving  back  to  France  the  whole  of  Louisi- 
ana which  had  ever  belonged  to  France,  and 
which  it  was,  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  in  the  power  of  Spain  to 
restore. 

By  the  words  in  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso,  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  cession 
of  1803  to  the  United  States,  Spain  retrocedes  to 
France  the  cdumjf  or  provinee  of  Louisiatta,  with 
the  same  extent  that  it  **  now  has  in  the  hands 
of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  poasessed 
it,  and  such  as  it  ought  to  be  after  the  treaties 
subscqueiitly  entered  into  between  Spain  and 
other  States."  At  the  negotiation  of  Aranjuex, 
in  1805.  your  alleged  treaty  of  1764  never  occur- 
ted  to  the  imaginniion  of  Mr.  Cevallos  as  one  of 
these  subsequent  treaties;  for,  after  citing  this 
ckuse  of  the  article;  he  says,  in  his  letter  to 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  of  the  34th  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  "  the  treaties  hep  alluded  to  are  not, 
nor  can  be,  others  than  those  of  1788,  between 
Spain  and  England,  and  1795,  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States."  The  American  Ministers, 
lA  their  answer  of  the  8th  March,  1805,  explicitly 
•gree  in  opinion  with  Mr. Geralloa  on  this  point;  I 


and  your  intiomtion  of  a  treaty  of  1764,  to  wl 
you  suppose  the  clause  also  to  apply,  ii  as  ineom- 
patible  with  the  pretensions  of  yoor  own  Gk>v- 
ernment  in  1805,  as  with  those  of  the  United 
States  at  this  day. 

To  account  for  the  peculiar  phraseology  used 
in  this  description,  inserted  in  the  third  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Sl  Ildefonso,  we  must  advert  to 
the  peculiar  situation  of  the  territorv  to  be  eon- 
veyed,  and  to  what  mmU  have  been  tlie  inicntioa 
of  the  parties^  It  vras  a  colony  or  pcovince  ts 
be  restored ;  and  therefore  the  olgeei  of  F^nce 
could  have  been  no  other  than  to  obtain  the  res- 
toration of  the  whole  original  colony,  so  far  as  it 
was  in  the  power  of  Spain  to  rmtore  vl  But 
there  was  a  part  of  the  original  colony  which 
had  been  ceded  hy  France  to  Bngkod,  which 
had  in  process  of  time  become  a  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  which,  not  being  in  the  handi 
of  Spain,  she  could  not  restore :  there  was  ano> 
ther  part  which  had  been  ceded  by  Pmaee  direct- 
ly to  Spain,  which  still  remnined  in  her  handi, 
but  subject  to  certain  conditions  atipolated  by 
Spain  in  a.  ueat^r  with  the  United  Stales;  and 
there  was  a  third  part,  which  France  had 
ceded  to  EngUnd  in  1762,  but  which  had  after* 
wards  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  which 
she  was  equally  competent  to  restore^  as  if  it 
had  been  ceded  by  France  to  heraelf.  As  the 
boundaries  of  this  colonjr  or  proviaee  never 
had  been  precisely  defined,  and  had  been,  from 
its  first  settlement,  a  subject  of  dimite  between 
France  and  Spain,  the  parties  had  ao  awaas  of 
recurring  to  aay  former  defiaitioa  of  bonadariea 
to  carry  their  inleatien  into  effect ;  u  they  had 
no  geogrephtcal  lines  or  landmarici  to  which 
they  now  lecnr,  they  amumed  their  defiaitioa 
from  circumstances  incidental  to  the  pteaeat  aad 
past  time.  If  the  intention  had  been  to  cede  back 
the  pnmnet  only  with  the  extent  it  acioally  had 
in  the  hands  of  Spain,  the  parties  would  have 
said  so,  and  omitted  the  other  cianae,  which,  ia 
that  case,  would  have  beea  not  merely  eopcrliu- 
ous,  but  tending  to  perplex  that  which  would 
have  been  clear  without  IL  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  Spaia  should  restore  to  France  only 
what  she  had  received  from  France,  aothing 
could  have  been  more  clear  and  easf  thaa  to 
have  said  so ;  but  then,  the  refereaoe  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  cotoay  when  France  poaseaaed  it  woaM 
have  been  not  merely  absurd,  but  eoacradiciory 
to  that  intention.  The  very  use  of  both  the  terms 
prmiiee  and  ooUmy  shows  that  the  parties  were 
looking  to  the  original  state,  as  well  as  le  the 
actual  condition  ot  the  territory  to  he  rartorcd. 
Louisiana,  the  actual  Spanish  pfoetaoe,  was  one 
thing,  and  Louisiana,  the  original  French  ooloiqr, 
was  another ;  the  adoption  of  both  the  words  is 
of  itself  a  strong  presumption  that  the  intentioa 
was  to  restore  not  only  the  actual  province,  bat 
so  much  of  any  other  province  as  was  then  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  ana  had  formed  part  of  the 
original  French  colony. 

Assume  the  intention  of  the  partiee  lo  have 
been  that  for  which  we  contend,  and  ander  the 
existing  ciicamsunoes  they  eould  aearaely  have 
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espreiMd  it  by  nuj  oiher  words  than  thoM  whkh 
are  foaad  in  the  article  ■asiome  that  they  had 
any  other  inteotioD,  and  jaa  can  find  no  rational 
meaning  for  their  words.  The  prorinee  was  to 
be  restored,  with  the  extent  it  actaallv  had  in  the 
hands  of  Spain ;  the  colony  was  to  be  restored, 
with  the  extent  it  had  when  formerly  poseessed 
by  France.  Spain  could  not  restore  the  parts  of 
the  original  colony  which  were  not  in  her  actual 
povessioo,  and  which  already  formed  parts  of  the 
Western  Statea  and  Territories  of  this  Union  ; 
but  she  could  restore  that  part  of  the  colony  of 
which  she  had  become  possessed  by  a  treaty  of 
1783  with  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Cerallos  urged, 
vith  some  earnestness,  that  the  first  claose  hav- 
iog  marked  the  extent  of  the  colony  or  province, 
Hich  **  as  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,''  it 
would  be  iacoof  isleot  and  absnrd  to  suppose  that 
the  words  ''and  that  it  had  when  France  poe- 
letsed  ii'*  could  be  intended  to  mark  a  mater 
extent,  because  it  would  be  saying,  in  one  breath, 
that  the  cession  was  of  the  soeM  extent,  and  of 
more  than  the  same  extent,  that  it  had  in  the 
IxMsession  of  Spain.  But  there  is  no  absurdity 
w  inconsisiency  in  modifying,  by  one  clause  of 
I  definition,  an  extent  described  In  another  clause 
}(  the  same  definition ;  no  more  than,  in  the  de- 
cription  of  a  surface,  the  line  in  breadth  is  io- 
lonsistent  with  the  line  in  length.  According 
0  this  ar^nmenl  of  Mr.  CeTallos,  the  words 
and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it"  had 
10  meaning  at  aU ;  they  merely  repested  what 
ad  been  folly  and  completely  expessed  by  the 
receding  9lattse ;  but  Jr  they  had  no  meaning, 
vhat  possible  motive  could  the  parties  have  for 
Dserting  themi  when  it  most  have  been  perfectly 
amiliar  to  the  memory  of  both  that  the  extent 
»f  the  province  or  colony,  when  in  the  hands 
if  France,  had  included  West  Florida  to  the 
^erdido,  which  territory  was  also  then  in  the 
tttual  possession  of  Spain  ?  If  it  were  possible 
0  suppose  that  the  Mioisten of  France  nnu  Snaio, 
D  the  verv  article  defining  the  extent  ot  the 
louDtry  to  be  conveyed,  could  have  been  so  care* 
ess  as  to  admit  an  Wle  waste  of  words,  the  very 
omposition  of  this  article  carries  internal  et i« 
tence  with  it  that  no  such  improvidence  is  im* 
»utable  to  those  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up.  The 
eference  to  the  extent  of  the  colony  in  the  prim* 
tive  possession  of  France  ceeld  not  be  to  a  time 
vhen  the  property  of  it  had  been  no  longer  henk 
t  could  not  be  to  my  over  again  what  had  been 
aid  in  the  immediately  pieeeding  clause.  Avery 
vord  of  the  description  carries  with  it  evidence 
>f  deep  deliberation  and  significancy.  The  first 
slause  marks  the  intention  of  the  parties,  by  the 
Qcident  of  actual  possession  by  Spain,  all  of 
ehich  was  to  be  restored^  the  second  claose 
modifies  by  enlarging  the  extent,  from  the  inci- 
lentof  original  possesaion  by  France;  and  the 
ibird  clause  modifies^  by  restricting  the  grant  to 
ibe  conditions  which  Spain  had  stipulated  con- 
cerning the  territory  of  other  States.  Alioffether, 
lbs  clear  and  explicit  meaning  of  the  whole  arti'- 
cU  is,  that  Spain  should  restore  tt>  France  ns 
mnch  of  old  French  ^■^t'pw*f  aa  aha  had  to  re- 


store, but  under  snch  veatrictloDs  as  the  engage- 
ments contracted  by  Spain  with  other  Powers 
required  of  her  good  faith  to  secure. 

Let  us  pass  to  the  eonsidermtaon  of  the  western 
boundaries  of  Louisiana. 

With  the  note  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinch- 
ney,  to  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  of  the  28th  January, 
1805,  a  memoir  upon  these  boundaries  was  present- 
ed to  that  Minister,  proving  that  they  extended  east- 
ward to  the  Perdido.  and  westward  to  the  Rio 
Bravo,  or  Qrande  del  Norte.  They  observed  in 
that  note  that  ''the  facts  and  principles  which 
justify  this  conclusion  are  so  satisfactory  to  their 
Government  as  to  convince  it  that  the  United 
States  have  not  a  better  tight  to  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  under  the  cession  referred  to,  than 
they  have  to  the  whole  district  of  territory  thus 
described*'* 

In  their  note  of  the  aOth  of  April,  1805,  to  the 
same  Minister,  replying  tirhis  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  pretensions  of  your  Government  with 
regard  to  those  limits,  they  lay  down  and  estab- 
lish by  a  chain  of  reasoning  which  neither  Mr. 
Cevnllos  at  the  time  nor  your  Gkivernment  at  aey 
period  since  has  ever  attempted  to  break,  three 
principles,  sanctioned  alike  by  immutable  justice 
and  the  general  practice  of  the  European  nations 
which  have  formed  settlements  and  held  posses- 
sioos  in  this  hemisphere;  and  by  the  application 
of  which  to  the  facts  aiao  stated  in  their  note  this 
question  of  the  western  boundary  ougbt  then  to 
have  been  and  eventually  must  be  settled.  These 
principles  were— 

First.  *'  That,  when  any  European  nation  takes 
possession  of  any  extent  of  seaeoast,  that  posses- 
sion is  understood  as  extending  to  the  interior 
country,  to  the  sources  of  the  rivers  emptying 
within  that  coast,  to  all  their  branches  and  the 
country  they  cover,  and  to  give  it  a  right  in  ex- 
clusion of  all  other  nations  to  the  same.** 

Secondly.  ''That,  wheaever  one  Buropenn 
nation  maArs  a  discovery,  and  ukes  possession  of 
any  portion  of  this  continent,  and  another  after- 
wards does  the  same  at  some  distance  from  it, 
where  the  boundary  between  them  is  not  detei^ 
mined  by  the  principle  above  mentioned,  the 
middle  distance  becomes  such  of  course.'' 

Thirdly.  "  Thnt,  whenever  any  Butopean  na- 
tion has  thus  acquired  a  right  te  any  portion  of 
territorv  on  this  continent,  that  right  cnn  never  be 
diminisbed  or  effected  by  any  other  Power,  by 
virtue  of  purchases  made,  by  granm  ec  conquests 
of  the  natives  within  the  limiu  thereof." 

Thefactastated  ia  this  laei*mentioned  note,nnd 
to  which  these  principles  were  applied  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  the  United  Sutes,  under  th^ 
cession  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  them,  were«» 

1.  That  the  Mississippi,  in  its  whole  length  to 
the  ocean,  was  discovered  by  French  sutyecis 
from  Canada,  in  168dL 

2.  That  La  Salle,  a  Frenchman,  with  a  com- 
mission and  authority  from  Louis  XlV.,  discov- 
ered the  bay  of  Su  Bernard,  and  formed  a  settle- 
ment there  on  the  western  side  of  the  river 
Colorado,  in  the  year  1685,  and  that  the  PQ;Baa- 
sion  thw  taken  in  the  fap^  of  Si.  Bemard,  m 
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eonnexioD  with  that  oa  tht  Missittippi,  had 
always  been  understood,  as  of  right  it  ought,  to 
extend  to  the  Rio  Braro. 

3.  That  the  boundary,  thus  founded  upon  pos- 
session, was  described  as  forming  the  limits  of 
Louisiana,  in  the  grant  by  Louis  XIV.  to  Crozat, 
in  1713. 

4.  That  it  was  supported  by  the  testimony  of 
the  historical  writers,  Dn  Pratz  and  Champigny ; 
by  an  historical  and  political  memoir  on  Louisi- 
ana, written  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  the 
Minister  of  Louis  XVI. ;  by  a  chart  of  Louisi- 
ana, published  in  1762,  by  Don  Thomas  Lopez, 
geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain ;  and  by  a  map 
of  De  Lisle,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris,  revised  and  republished  there  in  1783. 

To  these  principles,  thus  clear,  equitable,  and 
explicit ;  to  these  facts,  thus  precise^  authentic, 
and  unsophisticated,  what  was  opposed  by  Don 
Pedro  Cevallos  at  that  time,  and  what  is  now 
alleged  by  yon  ? 

Mr.  CeTalioe  began  by  admitting  that  the 
western  limits  of  Louisiana  had  never  been  ex- 
actly fixed  s  and  alleged  that,  in  the  year  1690, 
five  or  six  years  after  the  possession  uken,  and 
the  settlement  formed  by  La  Salle,  Captain 
Alottzo  de  Leon,  under  a  commission  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  examined  the  Bay  of  Bspiritu 
Santo,  (St.  Bernard,)  took  possession  of  the  ter- 
ritorv,  and  founded  the  mission  of  St.  Francisco 
de  Texas.  Mr.  Cevallos  asserted  that  it  would 
be  very  easy  to  make  it  appear  that  France  never 
had  claimed  this  extent  for  Louisiana,  but  he  did 
not  make  it  appear.  He  also  said  that,  if  France 
had  claimed  it,  Spain  had  never  recognised,  and 
was  not  bound  to  acknowledge  the  claim. 

Mr.  Cevallos  said  that  the  limits  between  Lou- 
isiana and  the  Texas  had  always  been  known, 
even  when  the  French  possessed  Louisiana,  but 
he  had  just  before  acknowledged  that  they  had 
never  been  fixed.  He  spoke  of  missions  founded 
near  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  by  the 
venerable  Biargel,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francisco  $ 
he  alluded  to  plans,  and  documents,  and  histori- 
cal relations  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  his 
department,  but  manv  of  which,  he  added,  were 
in  the  department  or  the  interior,  besides  those 
which  were  in  the  Viceroyalty  of  Mexico.  But 
ke  never  pretended  a  possession,  by  Spain,  of 
the  territories  in  question,  of  an  earlier  date  than 
1690. 

And  what  are  these  plant,  and  documents,  and 
historical  relations,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  thir- 
teen years,  you  have  drawn  forth  from  all  the 
archives  of  Spain,  and  all  the  historical  disquisi- 
tions upon  the  discovery  and  conquest  of  the  new 
world  1  Is  it  to  that  catalogue,  biographical,  and 
geographical,  of  Spanish  adventurers,  and  of  the 
numberless  regions  explored  by  them  in  the  16th 
centurv,  which  swells  your  note  of  the  6th  of  Jan- 
uary^bat  weare  to  look  for  the  limits  of  Louisiana 
and  Texas?  Or  is  it  to  that  ''royal  order  issued 
by  Philip  IL,  enjoining  the  extermination  of  all 
iorejgners  who  would  dare  to  penetrate  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,''  by  virtue  of  which  the  Viceroy 
fitted  out  the  expedition  to  scour  the  country  and 


kmU  out  the  French  of  La  Salle's  secclemcntt 
Is  it  to  that  royal  order  that  you  appeal  for  proof 
of  the  prior  tide  of  Spain  7  It  is  evea  so.  But 
as  the  voyages  of  Ponce  de  Leon  in  1511,  of 
Francisco  de  Garay  in  1518,  and  of  Hernando 
de  Soto  in  1538,  have  no  more  bearing  upon  this 
question  than  the  voyages  of  Christopher  Colum* 
bus  and  Sebastian  Cabot,  so  you  must  be  sensible 
that  the  royalexierminatingorder  of  Philip  II.,  if 
it  proved  anything,  would  prove  fatal  to  the  whole 
province  or  colony  of  Louisiana.  If  that  order 
cmM  have  been  carried  into  execution,  no  sack 
colony  as  that  of  Louisiana  could  ever  have  beea 
established  by  France.  That  order,  and  any  pro- 
oeeding  of  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  under  it,  can 
no  more  afiect  the  right  of  the  United  Slates  to 
the  limits  marked  by  the  settlement  of  La  Salle, 
than  in  can  impair  their  title  to  the  island  of 
New  Orleans.  Far  more  honorable  would  it  be, 
sir,  to  the  character  of  your  nation  and  the  credit 
of  your  Government,  to  bury  in  the  profoondest 
oblivion  the  memory  of  that  atrocious  order,  thaa 
at  this  day  to  produce  it  for  the  parpoee  of  bol- 
sterittg  up  a  title  for  which  you  have  in  vaia 
ransacked  the  records  of  the  Spanish  moaarehy 
to  discover  a  better  support. 

To  the  efficacy,  however,  of  this  royal  order, 
your  whole  argument,  in  behalf  of  the  pretensions 
of  your  Government,  perpetually  reears ;  for,  al- 
though in  some  passages  of  your  note  you  appear 
dispmed  to  allow  to  the  coionv  of  Louisiana  at 
least  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  yet  yoa 
are  as  frequently  shrinking  even  from  this  eon* 
cession,  and  representing  the  whole  colony  as 
an  encroachment  upon  Uie  dominion  of  Spain ; 
at  one  time  representing  it  as  a  profound  strata- 

Sem  of  Louis  XIV.,  selling  with  rapacious  avi- 
ity  the  unsuspecting  moment  of  confidence  of  his 
grandson  Philip  V.,  while  placing  him  upoa  the 
Throne  of  Spain ;  and,  at  another,  holding  it  up 
as  the  act  of  a  disordered  imagination  of  the  same 
Louis  XIV.,  manifested  in  the  grant  of  1713  to 
Crozat.  This  grant  you  pronounce  to  be  absoid 
and  completely  despicable ;  but  for  what  reason 
it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture.  It  certainly  does 
not  favor  the  pretensions  of  your  Gtoverament. 
and  it  has  none  of  the  exterminating  features  of 
the  royal  order  of  Philip  II. ;  biK  we  consider 
it,  as  it  has  always  been  considered  by  the  worid, 
as  a  document  not  only  indicative  of  souad 
judgment  and  discretion,  but  as  maricing  the 
limits  of  Louisiana,  as  always  claimed  by  Fraace, 
and  transferred,  as  relates  to  the  western  liraics, 
with  her  title  to  that  province,  to  the  Uaited 
States. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  ia  imitation  of  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos, you  also^  after  repeatedly  insisting  that 
the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  were  well  known, 
and  always  acknowledged  by  France,  finally 
conclude  by  admitting  that  they  never  were  fixed 
or  agreed  upon.  You  repeat,  time  after  time, 
that  the  French  never  ditfnUea  the  right  of  Spain 
to  all  the  territory  westward  of  the  Mississippi, 
while  you  cannot  deny  the  settlement  of  La  Swe 
at  the  bay  of  St*  Bernard,  in  1684;  nor  that  the 
French  settlements  of  Natchez  and  Natchitoches 
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men  aimde  and  mainlaiacd  id  spite  of  all  the 
military  czpeditioac,  rijpnoM  ezeeatioDt,  and 
exterminating  ordera  which  the  Viceroys  of  Mex- 
ico could  send  ajpdnst  them. 

We  OMf  admit  that,  so  long  as  the  Spanish 
Viceroys  could  exterminate  ererf  foreigner  who 
dared  to  penefrsxe  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  thej 
bad  the  rojal  order  of  Philip  11.  for  so  doing. 
The  bull  or  Pope  Alexander  Vl.  is  a  docttment 
of  still  earlier  date,  and  at  least  of  less  disgusting 
imporr,  upon  which  Spain  once  rested  her  claims 
to  yet  more  extensire  dominion  in  this  western 
world.  With  equal  show  of  reason,  and  with 
less  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  humanity,  miffht 
you  have  alleged  that  bull  as  the  incontroTeniole 
proof  of  the  Spanish  claims,  as  to  bring  forth  at 
this  day,  for  its  only  substltnte,  that  royal  order 
of  Philip  IL 

Ton  know,  sir,  and  jroar  own  notes  fomish, 
themselves,  the  most  decisire  proofs  that  France, 
while  she  held  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  ncTer 
did  acknowledge  the  Mississippi  as  the  western 
boundary  of  that  prorince.  The  claim  of  France 
always  did  extend  westward  to  the  Rio  Braro ; 
and  the  only  honndaries  ever  acknowledged  by 
her,  before  the  cession  to  Spain  of  Novembcv 
3, 1762,  were  those  marked  out  in  the  grant  from 
Louis  XIV.  to  Crocat.  She  always  claimed  the 
territory  which  yon  call  Texas  as  being  within 
the  limits  and  forming  part  of  Louisiana,  which 
in  that  grant,  is  declared  to  be  bounded  westward 
by  New  Mexico,  eastward  by  Carolina,  and  ex- 
tending inward  to  the  Illinois  and  to  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  and  of  its  principal  braoches. 

Mr.  Cevallos  says  that  these  ehiims  o(  France 
were  never  admitted  nor  recognised  by  Spain. 
Be  it  so.  Neither  were  the  claims  of  Spain  ever 
acknowledged  or  admitted  by  France;  the  boun- 
dary was  disputed  and  never  settled ;  it  still  re- 
mains to  be  settled ;  and  here  is  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  groonds  alleged  by  each  of  tne  parties 
in  support  of  their  claims : 

On  th$  pari  of  the  United  Statee. 

1.  The  discovery  of  the  Mtisissipm,  from  near  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  by  the  Frencn  from  Canada, 
in  1063. 

2.  The  possession  taken,  and  establishment 
made,  by  La  Salle,  at  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard, 
west  of  the  rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  au- 
thorlrjr  from  Lonis  XIV.,  in  1685. 

3.  The  charterof Louts  XIV.  to Croxat,in  1718. 

4.  The  historical  authority  of  Do  Prafz  and 
of  the  Count  de  Vergennes. 

5.  The  geographical  authority  of  De  Lisle's 
map,  and  especially  that  of  the  map  of  Don 
Thomas  Lopex,  Oeographer  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
published  ip  1768. 

These  documents  were  all  referred  to  in  the 
letter  from  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  Mr 
Cevallos,  of  80th  of  April,  1805.  Since  which 
time,  and  in  further  confirmation  of  the  same 
claims,  the  Qovernment  of  the  (Jnited  Stales  are 
enabled  to  refer  you  to  the  following: 

6.  A  map  published  by  Homann,  at  Norem- 
horg,  in  1712. 


7.  A  geographical  work,  published  in  1717  at 
London,  entitled  "Atlas  Qeo^T*phicOi,  or  a  Com- 
plete System  of  Geography,  Anctent  and  Modern," 
in  which  the  map  of  Louisiana  marks  iu  extent 
from  the  Rio  Bravo  to  the  Perdido.  In  both  these 
maps  the  fort  built  by  La  Salle  is  laid  down  on 
the  spot  now  called  Matagorda. 

8.  An  official  British  map,  published  in  1755, 
by  Bowen,  intended  to  point  out  the  bonndaries 
or  the  British,  Spanish,  and  French  colonies  in 
North  America. 

0.  The  narratives  pnblbbed  at  Paris,  of  Hen* 
nepin,  in  1683 ;  of  Tonti,  in  161^^ ;  and  of  JouteL 
in  1713. 

10.  The  letter  from  Colonel  La  Harpe  to  Den 
Martin  D^Alarconne,  of 8th  July,  1719.  (A.  No.1. 
B.  No.  8.) 

11.  The  order  from  the  French  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  August  10, 
1781.  (C.  No.  3.) 

12.  The  geographical  work  of  Don  Antonio  de 
Alcedo,  a  Spanish  geoffrapherof  the  highest  emi- 
nence. This  work  ana  the  map  of  Lopez,  hav- 
ing been  published  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain,  in  1762.  afford  decisive  evidence  of 
what  Spain  herself  considered  as  the  western 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  when  she  had  no  inter- 
est in  contesting  it  against  another  Sute.  (D. 
No.  4.) 

On  the  part  of  Spam, 

1.  The  voyages  of  Fence  de  Leon,  Vaaquez  de 
Ayllon,  Panfiio  de  Narvaez,  Hernando  de  Soto, 
Lou  Moscoso,  and  other  Spanish  travellers  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  who  never  made  any  set- 
tlement upon  any  of  the  territories  in  question, 
but  who  travelled,  as  you  observed,  into  countries 
too  tedious  to  enumerate. 

2.  The  establishment  of  the  new  kingdoms  of 
Leon  and  Santander  in  1595,  and  the  Province 
of  Cohaquila  in  1600. 

3.  The  Province  of  Texas,  founded  in  1690. 
Here,  you  will  please  to  observe,  begins  the 

conflict  with  the  claims  of  France  to  the  western 
boundary  of  Louisiana,  transferred  by  the  cession 
of  the  provinee  to  the  United  Sutes.  ^The  prs- 
eiciftoe,  or  settlemenu  of  Las  Texas,  were,  by 
your  own  statement,  adverse  ^Itlements  to  that 
of  La  Salle,  who.  six  years  before,  had  taken  for- 
mal possession  ot  the  country  in  the  name  of  and 
by  authoritv  of  a  charter  from  Lonis  XIV.  They 
were  preceded  by  an  expedition  from  Mexico  the 
year  before,  (that  is,  1689,)  to  hunt  out  the  French 
remaining  of  the  settlement  of  La  Salle.  Now, 
what  risht  had  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  to  hunt 
oot  the  French  who  had  formed  a  settlement  un- 
der the  sanction  of  their  Sovereign's  authority  ? 
You  will  uU  me  that,  from  the  time  when  Santa 
Fe,  the  capital  of  New  Mexico,  was  buili,  Spain 
contiderod  all  the  territory  east  and  north  of  that 
province,  as  far  as  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mis- 
sonri,  as  her  property ;  that  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  Qnif  of  Mexico  was  hers;  and 
that  Philip  II.  had  issued  a  royal  order  to  exter- 
minate every  foreigner  who  should  dare  to  pen- 
etrate to  it;  so  that  the  whole  question  of  right 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spam,  with  re- 
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gasd  to  this  boaaikry,  oeoires  in  this :  the  naked 
^etension  of  Spain  to  the  whole  cif  en  inference 
of  the  Golf  of  Meiico,  with  the  eKtermiaatiof 
order  of  Philip  IL  on  one  side,  and  the  aetiial  oc- 
ottpancy  of  France,  bf  a  solemn  charier  Irom 
Louis  XIV.  on  the  other.  Well  might  Mcesrs. 
Pinckne/  and  Monroe  write  to  Mr.  Ccrailos,  in 
1805,  that  the  elaim  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the 
boondary  of  the  Rio  Bra? o  was  as  clear  as  their 
right  to  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

In  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Pinckney  aad  Mon- 
roe to  Mr.  Cevalkw  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
1605,  referring  to  the  historical  documents  rela- 
tive to  the  discovery  and  naming  of  Louisiana, 
they  state  that  the  Mississippi  was  discovered, 
with  ^4ts  WBleis  and  dependent  coonlry  as  bw 
down  the  river  as  the  Arkansas,  by  the  Sieucs 
Joliet  and  Marquette,  from  Canada,  as  early 
•i  the  year  1673,  and  to  its  month  bv  the  Father 
Hennepin,  in  1680;  and  bj  De  Ul  Salle  and 
Tohii,  who  descended  the  .river  with  siztv  men 
to  the  ocean,  aad  called  the  country  Louis- 
iana, in  1688)  and.  in  respect  to  the  bay  of  Bt. 
Beraaffd^  in  1685$"  that  this  was  done  at  tbeee 
periodei  in  the  name  aad  under  the  authority  of 
•France,  by  acts  whieh  proclaimed  her  soverei|pity 
ever  the  whole  country  to  other  Powers,  in  a 
laanaer  the  most  pubkc  and  solemn,  suoh  as 
making  settlements  and  building  forts  within  it." 

To  this  Mr.  Ceyallos  naade  no  reply  in  1805. 
BcK  you,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  murder 
by  Spaniards  ot  R6n6  de  Laudonnidre,  observe, 
that ''  the  story  related  of  a  Recollet  friar,  called 
Father  Hennepin,  is  still  more  ridiculous,  who 
if  said  to  have  been  made  a  prisoner  by  the  la* 
diana  at  the  time  they  were  at  war  with  the 
French  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  the  Illinois, 
whence  he  was  occupied  in  exploring  the  country 
as  £ir  n  the  banks  of  the  river  St  Louis,  or  Mis- 
sissippi^ of  which  he  took  possession  in  the  name 
of  Louis  XIV.,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Louis- 
iana, (doubtless  in  his  secret  thoughts,  and  by  a 
mere  oscntal  acL")  You  add  that  these  accounts, 
and,  others  of  the  like  nature,  are  "  contemptible 
in  themselves,  even  although  the  fhcts  they  re- 
late were  authentic ;  since  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  them  thai  c^n  favor  the  idea  started  by 
those  who  speak  of  those  transient  adveatares 
and  ineorsions*'' 

I  have  in  my  possession,  sir,  (and  it  shall, 
when  you  pAsase,  be  subject  to  your  inspection,) 
a  volume,  published  ac  Paris  in  the  year  1669, 
the  title  ol  which  is,  ^  Description  de  la  Louis* 
lane  nouvellement  decouverte,  an  Sudouest  de 
klioovelie  Fmnee,  par  ordn  du  Ro^,  dedi6e  4 
Sa  Majcet^  |  par  le  R.  P.  Louis  Hennepin.  Miss- 
ionnaire  iieoollet  et  Notaire  Apostolique.''  (De- 
soiiption  of  Louisiana,  recently  discovered,  to 
the  southwest  of  New  France,  bjf  ^^^^^  ^  ^^ 
Kingi  dedicated  to  His  Majestv  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Louis  Hennepin,  a  Recollet  missionary 
and  apostolic  notary.)  In  the  preface  to  the 
King,  the  author  says:  ''Sire^  I  should  never 
have  dared  to  take  the  liberty  ol  offering  to  your 
Majesty  the  narrative  of  a  new  discovery,  which 
the  Sieur  de  la  Salle,  governor  of  Fort  Frontenac, 


my  oompaalons,  and  myaelf,  have  just  aade  to 
the  southwest  of  New  France^  it  it  had  not 
been  undertaken  by  yoov  ofdess."  *  We  have 
given  the  name  of  LouisinA  lo  this  great  di^ 
tovery,  being  ^rsuaded  that  jour  Majesty  would 
not  disapprove  that  a  part  of  the  earth,  waterad 
by  a  river  of  more  than  eight  hondred  leagues, 
and  much  greater  than  Europe,  which  wBMf 
be  called  the  delight  of  Amcriea,  and  which 
is  capable  of  forming  a  great  empire,  ahould 
henceforth  be  known  bv  the  august  name  of 
Lonii^  that  it  may  thereby  have  a  sort  of  right 
to  your  proteetioa,  and  hope  for  the  advantage 
^  belongiag  to  you.'' 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  request  yea  to  oobo* 
pate  this  authentic  stateeaeat  with  that  perversioo 
hi  all  historical  evidenoe  by  which  you  have 
styled  and  have  attempted  to  make  the  story  of 
Father  Heaaepin's  diseoverv  of  Loaiaiaaa  ridicn- 
lous.  Here  is  a  book  published  at  Paris,  dedir 
cated  to  Louis  XIV.,  at  the  most  glerioas  period 
of  his  reiga,  dedaciaf  to  the  world  the  dieeoveij 
of  Louisiana;  deelgring  that  it  was  made  by  hk 
orders,  and  called  by  his  namcy  foi  the  cxpcess 

Enrpose  of  ealitling  it  to  beoooM  his  pieperty. 
I  this  oontemptibMl  b  this  a  secret  thought, 
or  a  mere  mental  act  9  Is  this  a  traaaiaat  adven- 
ture or  inounaoa  %  And,  after  calling  thb  lafot- 
aiatian  too  vague  and  uncertain  u|ioa  whieh  to 
fettttd  a  title,  can  you  talk  of  the  rights  of  pes- 
seesiott  derived  to  Spaia  feom  the  isav«ls  «f 
Ponce  de  LeoOiFimaasoode  Garayy  and  Yaa^ocx 
de  Ayllon  9 

Your  view  of  the  expeditions  aad  adveacuBss 
of  La  Salle  is  equally  remoto  from  the  leal  and 
well*autheaticated  facts.  **  Let  us  sec,"  you  saf , 
'^  what  importance  can  be  attached  to  what  is 
said  of  Beraard  (Robert]  de  la  SaUe,  who,  ia 
1679,  descended  from  Canada  to  the  Miists^iMii, 
and  there  built  Fort  Criaeamr^  according  to  M. 
Du  Pratz,  or  Fort  Prud'homme,  accofOiag  to 
others.  What  it  ceriain  amonnu  to  this:  that 
he  only  made  a  rapid  incursion  from  Canada  to 
the  Mississippi,  as  any  other  ad veniarer  might  dO| 
croitiMg  the  ttrriAarim  of  another  nation^that  he 
returned  to  Q^uebeCi  without  any  Ciif ther  lesalt 
thaa  tbatof  an  imperfect  exploration  of  theaeun- 
try  I  and  that  he  embarked  at  (iluehec  for  France, 
from  whence  he  returned  in  1684,  with  an  expe* 
ditioo  composed  of  four  vessels,  eommandrd  by 
Captain  BeaujeaUi  to  explore  the  miHiih  of  the 
Mississippi,"  4o.  In  tuis  passagie  yaa  rejve- 
sent— 

1.  The  facts  attending  the  expedition  U  La 
Salle  as  wnogrtqia* 

d.  That  he  only  made  a  mptd  iiicoiaiaa,asa 
private  adventurer,  aad,  eo  far  as  relaaed  to  his 
exploring  expedition,  with  an  iminrfect  lesoU. 

3.  That  he  only  went  from  Canada  to  the  Mia- 
sissippi,  and  thence  returned  to  Quebec,  whence 
he  embarked  for  France. 

4.  That  he  only  crossed  the  teniioriea  of 
ther  natiooi  (meaning  Spain.) 

I  examine  this  part  of  jrour  note  with  a 
nutencis  which  will  be  tedious  to  you,  beeausa  it 
is  precisely  upon  the  character  of  La  Salle's  eB> 
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pedttioDs  that  the  graot  of  Looisiftna  to  Grozat 
by  Loais  XIV.  is,  in  express  lerms,  founded ;  be- 
ctase  you  have  represented  these  expeditions  in 
the  colors  thus  marked  with  the  arowed  purpose 
of  weakening  tfaeorigiaal  title  of  Louisiana ;  and 
because  you  know  that  the  characters,  diametri- 
cally opposite  which  I  shall  now  prove  to  have 
belonged  to  them,  must  lead  to  the  result  of  an 
incontestable  title  in  France,  and,  consequently, 
at  this  time,  in  the  United  States.  I  answer  the 
above  insinuations  in  the  order  in  which  they 
have  been  stated. 

There  are  three  narratives  of  the  expeditions  of 
La  Salle,  all  pablished  at  Paris,  by  piersons  who 
accompanied  him  in  them. 

The  first  in  1683,  by  Father  Louis  Hennepin ; 
the  same  volume  from  which  I  have  already  pre- 
sented you  an  extract. 

The  second  hy  the  Chevalier  IbnH,  Governor 
of  Fort  St.  Louis,  at  the  Illinois,  published  in 
1697. 

The  third  by  Joutel,  who  was  with  him  io  his 
last  expedition,  and  almost  by  hi«  side  when  he 
fell  by  the  hands  of  an  assassin. 

Of  all  the  heroic  enterprises  which,  in  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries,  signalized  the 
discoveries  of  Europeans  upon  this  continent, 
there  is  not  one  of  which  the  evidence  is  more 
certain,  authentic,  and  particular,  than  those  of 
La  Salle. 

La  SaUe,  after  having  resided  many  years  in 
Canada,  as  Governor  of  Fort  Frontenac,  formed 
the  project  of  exploring  the  country  from 
thence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  taking 

Sssession  of  it  in  the  name  or  his  Sovereiji^n. 
e  went  to  France  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  sanction  to  his  enterprise.  *<  His  Majesty, 
(says  Tonti,}  not  content  with  merely  approving 
his  design,  caused  orders  to  be  given  to  him, 
granting  him  permission  to  go  and  pot  it  in  exe- 
CQtion ;  and,  to  assist  him  to  carry  so  vast  a  pro- 
ject into  effect,  shortly  after  the  necessary  suc- 
cors were  furnished  him,  with  entire  liberty  to 
dispose  of  all  the  countries  which  he  might  dis- 
cover." 

He  sailed  from  La  Roehelle  the  14th  of  July, 
1678,  and  arrived  at  duebec  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber. On  the  18th  of  November  of  the  same  year 
he  left  Fort  Frontenac,  to  proceed  upon  his  ex- 

Edition,  with  thirty  men,   Tonii  and   Father 
ennepin  being  of  the  comnany.   After  spending 
more  than  a  year  in  traversing  the  four  lakes,  now 
known  by  the  names  of  Ontario,  Brie,  Huron,  and 
Michigan,  and  erectinff  forts  at  sniuble  places, 
where  helaDded,from  them  he  embarked  upon  the 
Illinois  ri  ver.and,  having  descended  it  forsomedls- 
tance,  was  obliged  to  stop,  from  the  disappoint- 
ment of  losing  a  boat  from  which  he  expected 
supplies.  Here,  upon  the  Illinois  river,  he  buili  Fort 
C)rdTecasnr,  divided  his  company  into  two  sepa- 
rate parties— one  for  ascending  the  Mississippi  to 
its  source,  and  the  other  for  proceeding  down 
that  rivo*.    Father  Hennepin  was  of  the  former 
of  these  parties,  and  in  tneir  progress  dpwardsL 
which  they  accomplished  higher  than  the  falls  of 
ou  Anthony,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indiana^ 
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and,  after  some  time,  was  released  by  them,  found 
bis  way  back  to  duebec,  and  thtece  returned  to 
France,  and  published  the  book  of  which  I  have 
spoken.  In  this  book,  published  in  1683,  at  Paris, 
and  marked  as  having  been  finished  printing  the 
5tfa  of  Januarv  of  that  year,  three  months  before 
La  Salle  had  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, there  is  a  map  of  the  river  as  far  down  as 
Hennepin  descended  it,  after  he  parted  from  La 
Salle,  and  upwards  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  the  river  St.  Francis  above  them ;  at  some 
distance  above  which,  within  a  few  leagues  of 
its  source,  is  the  oak  tree  upon  which  the  arms 
of  France  were  carved  by  tne  detachment  from 
La  Salle's  expedition,  authenticating,  with  the 
most  minute  precision,  the  discovery  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi,  to  within  a  small  distance  of  Its  source^ 
as  well  as  its  course  to  the  Ghilf  of  Mexico^  On 
the  same  map  are  also  marked  the  fort  at  the 
Miamies,  and  that  of  Crdvecosnr,  on  the  Illinois 
river,  constructed  by  La  Salle's  orders. 

In  the  meanwhile  La  Salle  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  other  part  of  his  company,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Tonti,  and  go  back  to  Fort  Frontenac 
for  the  supplies  and  reinforcements  which  had 
failed  him  by  the  loss  of  bis  boat*  He  returned 
and  joined  them  aMin  in  November,  1682,  pro* 
eeeded  down  to  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Wabash,  where  they  built  the  Fort  Prud'* 
homme^  (which  you  have  confounded  with  that 
of  Crdvecmur,)  after  which  they  continued  de- 
scending and  successively  meeting  the  Cappa, 
Arka  nsas,  Tensas,  Abenake,  Tacucas,  and  Natchex 
Indiana,  and,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1683,  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  where,  after  the 
religious  solemnity  of  a  Te  Deum,  they  took 
formal  possession  of  the  country,  erected  a  cross, 
fastened  Che  arms  of  France  upon  a  tree,  ana 
built  several  huts,  which  they  surrounded  with 
suitable  intrenchments.  La  Salle,  having  thus 
accomplished  the  object  of  his  expedition,  r»* 
turned  by  the  same  way,  aseending  the  river  to 
his  fort  of  Prnd'bomme,  which  he  reached  on  the 
12th  of  May,  and  where  he  was  some  time  de* 
tained  by  sickness.  "*  On  his  arrival  at  duebee^ 
(again  says  Tonti,)  he  informed  the  whole  city 
of  his  great  discoveries,  and  of  the  voluntary  aub- 
mission  of  so  many  different  Indian  nationa  to 
the  power  of  the  King.  A  Te  Deum  was  ccl^ 
braled  as  a  thanksgiving  for  this  happy  aeceaaiok 
to  the  glory  of  the  Crown.  The  eagerness  of  M» 
de  la  Salle  to  go  and  make  known  to  the  Kiiut 
and  his  Ministers  the  success  of  his  travels  obliged 
him  to  hasten  his  departure.  He  left  Canada  in 
the  beginding  of  October,  168^"  On  his  return 
to  France,  he  was  received  with  many  marks  of 
distinction  bf  the  King  and  bis  Ministers,  and  a 
new  expedition  was  fitted  ont  of  four  vessels  and 
nearly  three  hundred  persons,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  colony  at  the  moutn  of  the  Mississippi. 
One  of  these  ships  was  a  frigateof  the  King,  of  forty 
guns,  commanded  by  M.de  Beaujeau,  in  which  La 
Salle  himself,  his  brother  Cavelier,and  the  princi- 
pal persons  belonging  to  the  expedition  embarked  \ 
another  was  a  smaller  armed  vessel,  which  the 
King  had  given  to  La  Salle ;  the  third,  a  tiat^  of 
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tlirce  bandred  toss,  ladea  with  all  the  articles 
Dccessary  for  the  settlement  of  the  eomtrf ;  and 
Cbe  fourth,  a  snail  sloop  of  thircy  tons,  freighted 
fyr  St.  Donioffo,  where  the  expedition  stopped 
on  its  wav,  bat  Mfore  their  arrival  at  wbiek  thi» 
last  vessel  was  taken  by  Spanish  oraisersi  This 
expedition  sailed  from  La  Roehelle  on  the  24tli 
of  Jaly,  1684. 

Tbev  failed  in  finding  the  month  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, tneir  destination — ^an  aceidmt  similar  to  that 
which  bad  happened  to  the  first  settlers  of  New 
Bnsland ;  and,  after  many  disasters,  landed  and 
baili  a  fort  in  February,  1686,  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard,  or,  as  they  call  it,  of  St.  Louis, 
and  westward  of  the  river  Colorado.  Beanjeaa 
returned  with  the  frigate  to  France ;  the  two  other 
vessels  were  lost  in  the  bajr ;  and  La  Salle,  after 
several  imeiiccessful  attempts  to  find  the  Missis* 
•ippi,  on  the  ISth  of  January,  1687,  left  at  his 
fort  twenty  persons,  including  seven  women,  no* 
der  the  command  of  Le  Barbier,  and  took  his 
departure  with  sixteen  others^  to  go  by  land  to 
tke  Illinois,  and  thence  tfarongh  Canada  to 
Prance,  to  seek  further  reinforcement  and  sup- 
plies. On  this  journey  he  was  basely  aisassi- 
Bated  on  the  19ih  of  March,  1687,  by  two  of  his 
own  men,  and  left  a  name  among  the  ilftnstrioos 
discoverers  of  the  new  world  second  only  to  that 
of  Columbus,  with  whose  history  and  adventures 
bis  own  bear  in  many  particulars  a  striking  re- 
aemblanoe.  His  brother  Cavelier,  however,  with 
Jootel,  Father  Anastase,  and  several  others  of  the 
party  with  whom  he  had  commenced  the  jour- 
ney, successfully  accomplished  it,  arrived  at  the 
French  fort  at  the  Illinois,  where  they  found 
ToBti  still  in  command,  after  having  sgain  been 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  conform- 
ably to  his  orders  from  Sa  Salle,  to  meet  the  ex- 
pedition from  fiorope,  and,  after  waiting  some 
time  there^  returniog  to  bis  post.  From  the  fort 
at  the  Illinois,  Cavelier,  Joutel,  and  Father  An- 
astase proceeded  to  duebee,  and  thence  returned 
to  Frsnce,  where  they  arrived  in  October,  1688. 
and  where  Juutel  published  the  narrative  of  the 
expedition  to  which  I  have  referred. 

From  this  work  of  Joutel  it  Itkewiee  appears 
that  ilie  fort  and  colony  left  by  La  Salle  at  the 
westward  of  the  Colorado  was  destroyed,  not  as 
jon  sutc  by  tbe  Indians,  but  by  the  Spaniards 
from  Mexico,  who,  until  that  time,  had  never 
bad  any  settlement  of  any  kind  nearer  than  Pa- 
Duoe,  and  who,  by  your  own  account,  had  no 
other  right  or  authority  for  this  act  than  the 
royal  otder  of  Philip  11.  to  exterminate  all  for- 
eigners penetrating  into  the  Gkilf  of  Mexico. 

The  settlements  of  La  Salle,  therefore,  at  the 
bead  of  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  westward  of  the 
fiver  which  be  called  Riviere  aux  Bmafs,  but 
which  you  call  Colorado  of  Texas,  was  not,  as 
you  hove  represented  it,  the  unauthorised  incur- 
sion f>f  a  pitvate  adventurer  into  the  territories 
of  Spain,  but  an  estabiisbment  having  every 
character  that  could  sanction  the  formation  of 
any  fiuropesn  colony  upon  this  continent ;  and 
the  Viceroy  of  Mexico  had  no  more  right  to  de- 
siroy  it  by  a  military  foroe  than  the  present 


Vieeroy  would  bati  to  amid  an  amif  oad  de- 
stiojT  ine  city  of  New  Orleans  It  was  a  pmjt  of 
Louisiana,  discovered  by  La  Salle,  sadcc  lonnal 
and  express  aoihority  (com  tbe  King  of  France  ; 
and  the  royal  exterminating  order  of  Philip  IL, 
was  but  one  of  tbe  multitude  of  susgoinaif  acta 
which  signalized  the  reign  asd  none  of  that 
monarcb,  while  tbe  name  of  La  Salla  is  entitled 
to  stand  high  in  the  glorious  roll  of  tbe  beoe^o- 
tors.  of  nMmkind*  Alter  this  stateneot,  fiMuded 
upon  the  most  aotbentie  docomesta,  tbe  founda- 
tion of  the  presidio  of  Texas,  in  1693^  wos^  by 
your  own  soowing,  an  unlawful  encrndbmeat 
upon  tbe  territories  of  Fraaee,  wbieb,  Iw  Ui« 
first  of  tbe  three  principlea  laid  down  by  licsars. 
Pinckney  and  Monroe  at  Anngnes,  and  iteve 
referred  to,  extended  on  tbe  eoast  of  the  Qidf  of 
Mexico,  half-way  to  tbe  nearest  Spaniak  aoitle- 
ment  of  Pannoo,  namely,  to  the  Rio  Bmvew 

Your  "  thorouttb  investigation"  of  tke  kistoiT 
of  the  original  French  settlements  at  tbe  lUiMtt 
and  tbe  Arkansas  is  as  uafortnAate  and  aa  wide 
from  tbe  facts  aa  all  tbe  rest  of  yoar  diaamcation 
upon  the  history  of  Louisiana.  The  foOeariof 
translated  extfaeis  from  tbe  work  entitled  ''D^r- 
nidres  Deeoovertes  dans  I'Amiriqae  Sepctntrio* 
nale  de  M.  de  la  Salle,  mises  an  joor  par  VU  la 
Cbevalier  de  Tonti,  goovernenr  do  Fort  St. 
Louis,  aux  lllinoia."  (Last  diseoverica  in  Nettb 
America  of  Mr.  de  la  Sall&  published  by  the 
Chevalier  Tonti,  governor  of  Fort  St.  Louis  at 
the  Illinois:  Paris,  1697,)  will  furnaab  yos  nnie 
correct  ideas  upon  the  subjecL 

When  La  Salle  left  his  fort,  Crdvecmar,  o«  ibe 
8ib  of  November,  1680,  to  go  back  to  Gaaadn 
for  supplies,  ^*on  tbe  tbird  dav  (says  Tonti)  ke 
arrived  at  tbe  great  village  of  tbe  Illiaeis,wheie, 
after  having  observed  the  situation  of  the  aonn- 
try,  in  the  midst  of  several  nations  of  tbe  Mi- 
amies,  Kiekapoos,  Atnoos,  Meacontaws,  and  sev>- 
eral  others,  watered  by  a  beaotifoi  river,  be 
thought  he  oogbt  to  build  a  fort  upon  a  height 
commanding  the  whole  country,  as  well  to  make 
himself  master  of  all  these- dtffereiit  tribes  as  to 
serve  as  a  retreat  and  a  ramrart  for  oar  French 
people."  (p.  94.)  M.  de  la  Stile,  after  learning 
that  bis  boat  was  ^'lost,  was  not  in  ibe  least  din* 
composed,  but  wrote  to  me  immediaiely,  sent  me 
with  bis  letter  tbe  plan  of  tbe  fort  that  he  bed 
designed }  and  ordered  me  lo  come  and  set  to 
work  upon  it  without  delay,  Tonti  aoeordin^ly 
went,  and  began  tbe  b^ilding  of  tbe  fort^  wkich^ 
from  varieua  nmtoward  events,  he  waa  sooa 
obliged  to  abandon.  La  Salle  afterwards,  belere 
rejoining  Tonti  to  proceed  down  tbe  river,  west 
to  the  new  fort,  and  left  several  workmea  iocqa- 
tinue,  aad  some  soldiers  to  guard  it.  Biu  ii  was 
upon  his  return  from  the  mouth  of  the  Misas- 
sippi,  on  leaving  MicbiUmackinac,  to  go  lo 
France,  that  be  gave  orders  to  Tonti  to  iaiah 
the  foru 

*^He  chaiged  me  with  the  duty  to  go  and  finish 
Fort  St.  Louis,  of  which  be  gave  me  tbe  govera- 
ment,  v^ih  a  full  power  to  dispone  oi  tbe  landa 
in  tbe  neighborhood,  and  left  all  bis  people  under 
my  eommandi  with  the  exeeption  of  aiz  Fniieh* 
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meD,  whom  be  took  with  iuiD  to  uomnpftBy  him 
to  Ciaebcc  We  dt ported  on  the  sane  doy-^he 
for  Canada,  and  I  for  the  Illioois." 

Tonti  aeeordiDs^lrfioithed  the  fort,  rotiad  which 
a  regular  and  rapid  aeltlemeot  was  formed ;  aod 
a  new  GoTtrnor  to  Canada  having  displaced  him 
in  the  eomiaaod  of  the  fort,  he  was  restored  to  it 
through  tile  ioflaence  of  La  Saile,  hj  a  regular 
commisBion  from  the  King,  Loois  XlV. 

So  much  for  tlie  settlement  at  the  Illinois.  Yon 
ha?e  Men  chat  when  La  Stile,  in  1683,  returned 
to  France,  lo  fit  out  the  new  expedition  fur  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  he  ordered  Tonti,  at 
the  proper  time,  to  go  down  from  Fort  St.  Loois 
aod  meet  him  there.  In  the  autumn  of  1684 
ToDti  was  informed  bf  the  Qovernor  of  Canada 
that  La  Salle  had  sailed  from  La  Rocheile  with 
four  ships  for  the  Golf  of  Mexico.  He  therefore 
took  with  him  fortjr  men  from  Fort  St.  Louis, 
aod  went  down  the  rirer  to  the  gulf,  where  he 
waited  until  Easter  Mondaf ,  1685.  for  La  Salle's 
arrival.  He  was  obliged  to  go  back  disappointed, 
and,  on  his  way  upwards,  when  he  came  to  the 
Arkansas,  he  says:  "My  French  companions,  de- 
lighted with  the  beauty  of  the  climate,  asked  my 
permission  to  settle  there.  As  our  intention  was 
only  to  humanize  and  civilize  the  savages,  by 
issociatiog  with  them,  I  readily  gave  my  con- 
tent. I  formed  the  plan  of  a  house  for  myself  at 
;he  Arkansas.  I  left  ten  Frenchmen  of  my  com- 
pany there,  with  four  Indians,  to  proceed  with 
ihe  building,  and  I  gave  them  leave  to  lodge  there 
:hemselves,  and  to  cultivate  as  much  of  the  land 
ts  they  could  clear.  This  little  colony  has  since 
ihen  so  much  increased  and  multiplied  that  it 
las  become  a  resting  place  for  the  Frenchmen 
grho  travel  in  that  country.'' 

I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  inde* 
pendent  and  unconnected  Indian  colonies  of  the 
Illinois  and  the  Arkansas,  nor  of  the  pretended 
tettlement  of  the  French  there. 

You  consider  the  charter  of  Loois  XIV.  to 
Oozat  as  n  solitary  document,  warranted  by 
lolbin^r  that  bad  preceded,  and  supported  by' 
lothing  that  followed  it;  and  you  appear  to  be- 
teve  that  the  first  expedition  to  Louisiana  was 
;hBt  of  1699  and  1700.  I  have  shown  you,  sir, 
that  that  expedition  was  fitted  out,  as  it  is  repre- 
lenttd  in  tne  grant  to.Crozat,  merely  to  carry 
^oto  execution  the  project  originally  rormed  by 
La  Salle.  The  Mississippi,  from  near  its  source 
Co  the  ocean,  had  been  discovered  by  htm  in  an 
sxpeditioo  meditated  by  him  for  many  years  be- 
fore, for  which  he  obtained  the  authority  from 
Louis  XIV.,  through  the  inftoence  and  patronage 
Df  Colbert.  The  expedition  of  Joliet,  in  1673, 
Hennepin  says,  was  only  an  envious  rival  attempt 
to  forestall  the  ^reat  design  which  was  even  then 
known  to  be  intended  oy  La  Salle,  and  for 
which  he  had  already  been  making  laborious  and 
expensive  preparations.  Joliet  reached  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  returned  without  making  anv  other 
discovery  or  any  settlement;  but  La  Salle's  un- 
dertaking has  every  characteristic  of  sublime 
genius,  magnanimous  enterprise,  and  heroic  ex- 
ecution.   To  him,  and  to  htm  alone^  the  people 


of  this  continent  are  indebted  lor  the 
from  its  soiuce  to  the  ocean,  of  the  Mississimi, 
the  father  of  the  floods;  and  of  the  numberiM 
millions  of  freemen  destined  in  this  and  future 
ages  to  sail  on  his  bosom,  and  dwell  along  hia 
hanks,  and  those  of  his  tributary  streanas,  there  is 
not  one  but  will  be  deeply  indebted  for  a  laige 
portion  of  the  comforts  and  rajoyments  of  life  to 
the  genius  and  energy  of  La  Salle. 

It  was  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  he 
should  not  live  to  accomplish  the  whole  of  his 
undertaking,  but  that  he  should  so  nearly  accom- 
plish it  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  power  of  events 
that  it  should  pjerish  with  him.  ilis  project  waa 
revived  immediately  after  the  peace  of  Ryswie^ 
and  seulemenu  were  effected  ny  IVIberviUe  aoa 
his  brother,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
upon  the  Quif  of  Mexico.  They  languished,  as 
they  naturally  must,  during  the  war  oTthe  Span* 
iah  succession.  The  grant  to  Crozat,  after  a  ver]P 
few  years,  was  transferred  to  the  Mississippi 
Company,  and  soon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
the  City  of  New  Orleans  was  founded. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  if  the  Viceroy  of  Mes.* 
ico  could  have  exterminated  IVIbervilie  and.  his 
expedition,  no  French  settlement  on  the  gulf 
would  have  been  made.  The  Spanish  esubush* 
ment  at  Pensacola  had  been  made  only  one 
month  before  he  arrived  there,  and,  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  him,  tne  Spaniards  pro* 
tested  even  aj^ainst  his  entering  the  MississippL 
So  it.  was  aftierwards;  when  the  French  settle* 
ment  was  made  al  Natchitoches,  immediately 
afterwards  was  founded  the  post  at  Adaes.-* 
Wherever  a  Frenchman  took  a  seat,  there  a]^ 
peered  a  Spaniard  from  Mexico  to  dispute  hia 
rijght  to  it ;  bat  the  original  usurpation,  which 
vitiated  all  those  thaffulowed,  was  the  founda* 
tion  of  the  presidio  of  Texas,  after  extirpating 
the  settlement  of  La  Salle  at  the  Bay  of  St. 
Bernard.  And  so  far  was  France  from  re* 
nouncing  or  abdicating  any  part  of  the  right 
asserted  in  the  charter  to  Croaat,  that,  under  tha 
Mississippi  Company,  M.  de  Bourmon  was  ap* 
poiiuedi  with  a  salary,  as  commandant  on  the 
Missouri,  and  Bernard  ta  Harpe  commandant  for 
the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard.  In  August,  1721,  he 
went  there,  and  left  a  new  impression  of  the  arma 
of  France,  as  a  continued  aasertion  of  the  title. 
A  vessel,  commanded  by  Bereoger,  had  been,  sent 
there,  and  had  left  a  sergeant  aad  three  men  the 
year  oelore.  The  correspondence  between  De  la 
Harpe  and  D'Alarconne  shows  the  respective 
claims  both  of  Fratice  aad  Spain  at  that  time ; 
nor  do  they  appear  to  have  been,  nor  have  you 
exhibited  any  document  to  show  that  they  had 
been,  in  any  manner  varied,  uatil  the  cession  of 
theprovince  to  Spaia,  in  November,  1763^ 

Ton  affirm  that,  from  the  year  1693,  the  prov 
iflce  of  Texas  has  continued  in  perfect  tranquil* 
lity  under  the  Spanish  Government,  and  no  fur- 
ther attempts  were  made  by  the  French  to  pene- 
trate into  any  part  of  it."  The  letter  of  M.  de  la 
Harpe  to  Don  Martin  D'Alarconne,  of  8th  July, 
1719,  is  sufficient  to  refute  this  assertion. 

You  assert  that  the  French  settlements  of  Nat* 
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chez  and  Natchitoches  were  made  onlf  through 
the  soflferanee  or  permission  of  the  Spanish  Gor- 
ernors,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
Indians.  We  say  that  you  have  not  a  particle  of 
eTidence  (o  support  this  assertion,  and  that  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  historical  eTidence  is  to  the 
contrary  ;  that  the  post  of  Natchitochesi  partic- 
ularly, was  established  with  the  deliberate  pur- 
pose of  preventing  a  Spanish  establishment  there, 
and  that  the  mission  of  St.  Michael  at  the  Adaes 
was  founded  after  it.  and  in  opposition  to  it. 
You  admit,  yourself,  that  althcwgb  positive  orders 
were  issued  by  the  Spanish  Governors  to  drive 
the  French  from  the  whole  district,  and  to  de- 
stroy both  the  poets  of  Natehez  and  Natchitoches, 
yet  the  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
orders,  after  advancing  with  a  sufficient  force  for 
that  purpose,  acceded  to  the  proposals  of  the 
French  at  Natchitoches,  that  Arroyo  Hondo, 
midwa^f  between  Natchitoches  and  Adaes,  should 
be  considered  as  the  dividing  line  until  the  deter- 
termination  of  the  two  Courts ;  which  state  of 
things,  you  say,  continued  until  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  Spain,  in  1762»  What  clearer 
proof  could  be  reautred  that  the  French  never 
renounced  their  claim  to  the  countries  watered 
by  the  Mississippi  and  its  branches;  and  that 
Spain  has  nothing  to  oppose  to  that  claim,  which 
she  might  not  with  as  much  force  oppose  to  the 
right  of  France  to  every  other  part  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana  ? 

You  allege  that,  upon  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  Spain,  a  memoir  of  its  proper  extent  and  lim- 
its was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  kerlet,  who  had  been 
many  years  Governor  of  the  province,  and  de- 
livered by  the  Duke  de  Choiseul  to  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  at  Paris^  as  a  supplement  to  the  act 
of  cession ;  that  this  memoir  contained  a  descrip- 
tion of  its  proper  extent  and  limits,  and  a^^reed 
substantially  with  vour  assertions.  Permit  me 
to  observe,  that,  had  you  produced  the  memoir 
itself,  it  might  be  a  subject  of  reply  or  of  remark ; 
that,  not  having  produced  it,  you  cannot  expect 
it  should  be  coosidered  as  possibly  differing  in 
substance  from  the  charter  of  Louis  XIV^  by 
which  alone  Louisiana  had  been  held,  or  rrom 
the  subsequent  memoir  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes;  and  that  the  righu  of  the  United  States 
can  as  little  be  affected  by  secret  memoirs  as  by 
imaffinary  treaties  or  exterminating  royal  orders 
of  Philip  II.  With  rmrd  to  your  offer  of  fur- 
ther demonstrations  of  the  Spanish  title,  if  they 
are  of  the  like  description  with  these,  you  will 
do  well  to  spare  yourself  and  me  the  waate  of 
time  which  it  would  take  to  produce  and  to  no- 
tice them.  You  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  your  master,  that 
Spain  has  an  indisputable  right  to  all  the  risht 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  but  that  His  Majestv  has 
resolved  to  claim  it  solely  with  a  view  to  adhere 
to  the  uti  poindetif  of  1764.  If,  sir,  you  will 
exhibit  any  evidence  of  right  in  Spain  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  it  will  be  considered 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  ail 
the  attention  to  which  it  can  be  entitled.  In  the 
meantime,  you  eaanoi  bnt  perceive  that  this  pre- 


tension is  utterly  incompatible  both  with  thai 
advanced  in  another  part  of  your  note,  of  a  ri^ht 
in  Spain  to  the  whole  circomferenee  of  the  Quit 
of  Mexico,  and  with  that  of  the  uti  potddetif  of 
1764. 

The  question  of  disputed  boundaries  between 
European  settlements  in  America  is  not  new. 
From   the  nature  of  those  settlements,  the  im- 
perfect geographical  knowledge  poascssed  by  all 
the  parties  to  them  of  the  countries  where  they 
formed  their  establishments,  and  the  msping 
spirit  by  which  they  were  all  more  or  less  ani- 
mated in  forming  them,  it  was  inevitable  clial 
disputed  boundaries  should  be  an  appendage  to 
them  all.    Of  this  spirit  of  boundless  ambition 
Sjpain  ffave  the  most  memorable  examine  by  the 
original  pretension  of  engrossing  to  herself  the 
whole  American    hemisphere.     The  common 
sense  and  common  feeling  of  mankind  conld  not, 
and  did  not,  long  tolerate  this  assampcton.   With, 
what  lingering  reluctance,  and  by  what  ungra- 
cious gradations,  Spain  was  compelled  to  re^de 
from  it,  is  notorious  in  the  annals  of  the  last 
three  centuries ;  but  it  is  among  the  most  curious 
characteristics  of  your  notes  to  show  that  she 
elings  to  these  long-exploded  pretensions  still. 
You  have  not  scrupled,  even  at  this  day;  to  style 
the  most  ancient  settlements  of  other  Soropean 
nations  in  America  ^attempts  to  disturb  the 
Spaniards  in  their  possessions  in  the  new  world." 

You  recall  to  mind,  with  exultation,  as  if  point- 
ing to  the  most  splendid  monuments  of  Spanish 
glory,  the  ferociousness  with  which  they  attacked, 
and  made  prisoners,  and  put  to  death,  and  over- 
threw, dissipated,  and  destroyed  the  forts  and 
settlements  of  Francis  Ribaut,  and  Rte6  de  Lan* 
donnidre,  the  companion  of  Colign y.  Yon  recite 
with  triumph  the  expedition  of  Alonxo  de  Leon 
to  scour  the  country  and  hunt  out  the  wretched 
remnant  of  the  brave  and  enterprising  bnt  unfor- 
tunate La  Salle's  establishment.  Yon  record,  as 
one  of  your  proudest  title-deeds,  the  rigorous  ex- 
ecution of  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial  upon 
the  Spanish  Governor  of  Adaes,  Sandoval,  for 
yielding  a  musket-shot's  length  of  ground  to  the 
French  Governor  of  Natchitoches,  suffering  un- 
der the  calamity  of  an  inundation.  Yon  call  the 
whole  colony  of  Louisiana  an  intrnsire  estab- 
lishment ;  style  the  authentic  charter  of  Louis 
XIV.  the  absurd  and  despicable  act  of  a  disordered 
imagination ;  assert  more  than  once  a  right  of 
Snain  to  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Gnlf  of 
Mexico ;  and  talk  of  the  territory  and  dominioas 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain  as  if  we  were  living  in 
the  age  of  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  or  of  Charles 
the  Fifth. 

To  all  such  pretensions  on  the  pari  of  Spain, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  United 
States  can  never  accede.  The  President  is  will- 
ing to  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  your 
Government  will  become  sensible  of  the  usuess- 
ness  of  resorting  to  them. 

From  the  time  when  the  establiahmenis  of 
European  nations  on  these  continents  beeame 
common,  and  their  respective  claims  of  territory 
noder  the  charters  of  their  Sovereigns 
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foand  to  interfere  with  one  another,  retson,  jus- 
tice, «nd  necessity,  eoocarred  in  pointing  oat 
to  them  certain  rales  and  principles  for  the  ad- 
jostment  of  their  conflicting  claims.  By  these 
roles  and  principles  we  are  willing  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  western  houndary  of  Louisiana  may 
be  decided.  Till  Spain,  who  has  repeatedly  ac- 
ceded to  them  heretofore,  shall  be  prepared  to 
abide  by  them  on  this  occasion,  it  will  be  of  little 
arail  to  pursae  a  discussion  upon  which  the  prio- 
ciples  or  the  parties  are  utterly  irreconeileable 
together. 

With  regard  to  the  third  of  the  subjects  of 
difference  between  Spain  and  the  United  States 
that  remain  to  be  adjusted,  the  claims  of  indem- 
nification for  injuries^  losses,  and  damages,  suf- 
fered by  American  citizens  from  Spanish  author- 
ities and  subjects,  and  within  Spanish  jurisdic- 
tion, I  flatter  myself,  from  the  tenor  of  your 
note,  deroted  particularly  to  the  consideration  of 
this  pointy  that  it  is  not  absolutely  unsusceptible 
of  being  brought  to  a  favorable  issue.  Yon  ex- 
press the  willingness  of  your  Qo?ernment  to  re- 
sume the  unratified  convention  of  1802,  and  to 
extend  its  stipulations  to  the  cases  of  complaint 
of  a  similar  character  to  those  provided  for  in  it, 
which  have  since  that  time  accrued.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  intention  of  this  Qovernment  that 
its  engagements  should  be  reciprocal;  and  if 
this  was  not  expressly  declared  in  my  note  of 
the  16th  of  January,  it  was  merely  because  the 
President  was  not  aware  that  any  such  claims 
o£  Spanish  subjects  for  Indemnities  from  the 
American  Qovernment  were  in  existence.  I  am 
authorized  to  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  including  any  such  as  may  exist  in 
the  convention,  and  m  making  the  United  States 
answerable  for  all  indemnities  which  may  be 
justly  due  by  them.  As  you  have  also  been  em- 
powered to*  include  the  cases  of  injuries  and 
losses  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in 
consequence  of  the  suppression  by  the  Spanish 
intendant  of  the  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  as 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  27ih  of  October,  17^ 
it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  reply  to  your 
objections  against  the  admission  of  those  claims. 
I  the  more  readily  pass  over  that  argument,  be- 
cause, as  it  is  merely  a  repetition  of  what  was 
urged  on  the  same  point  by  Mr.  Cevallos  in 
1805,  it  may  suffice  to  refer  you,  for  a  full  and 
complete  refutation  of  it,  to  the  letter  from 
Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe  to  him  of  the  26th 
of  February  of  that  year. 

But  even  upon  this  branch  of  the  negotiation, 
it  is  with  regret  that  the  President  perceives  a 
persevering  determination  of  your  Qovernment 
to  exclude  from  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
missioners for  settling  indemnities  the  cases  of 
American  sufferers  by  French  spoliations  com- 
mitted within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  In  an- 
swer to  your  reference  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Cevallos  on  this  point,  in  his  notes  to  Messrs. 
Pinckney  and  Monroe  of  February  10  and  March 
5,  [4J  1805,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  refer 
you  to  their  letters  to  him  of  28th  January.  12th 
and  26th  February,  8th  March,  9th  April,  and 


12th  Mav,  with  the  statement  then  made  by 
them  of  French  captures  of  American  vessels 
carried  into  the  iK>rts  of  Spain,  and  the  demon* 
stration  that  no  indemnity  for  any  one  of  those 
cases  had  even  been  demanded  by  the  American 
Qovernment  of  France,  much  less  provided  for 
in  the  conventions  between  the  United  States 
and  France  of  1800  and  1803.  When  you  say 
that  "  no  reply  was  made,  on  the  part  of  tha 
United  States,  weakening  in  the  least  the  force 
of  the  principles  and  the  truth  of  the  facts  on 
which  the  opposition  of  Spain  to  a  responsibility 
for  those  damages  and  injuries  was  founded,"  it 
is  impossible  to  account  for  vour  assertion  but 
by  supposing  you  have  not  Seen  furnished  by 
your  Government  with  a  copy  of  the  above-men- 
tioned statement.  I  therefore  now  enclose  (S* 
No.  5)  a  copy  of  it,  in  which  vou  will  find  how 
grossly  mistaken,  with  regard  to  the  facts,  are 
all  the  allegations  in  the  letter  of  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Admiral  Qra- 
vina,  of  27th  July,  1804,  of  which  you  have  in- 
serted in  your  note  an  entire  copy,  and  of  which 
Mr.  Cevallos  had  already  favored  Messrs.  Pinck* 
ney  and  Monroe  with  an  extract. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  present  some  obvious 
remarks  upon  the  freouent  appeals  to  the  opin- 
ions and  assertions  of  France,  (under  the  gov- 
ernment of  Napoleon,}  in  reference  to  the  con- 
troversy between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
which  were  made  by  Mr.  Cevallos  at  Araojoez, 
ill  1805.  and  which  are  now  repeated  by  you  with 
as  mucn  confidence  as  if  you  considered  France, 
as  then  governed,  the  most  impartial  of  umpires, 
and  the  most  disinterested  of  friends. 

At  that  time,  when  these  opinions  and  repre- 
sentations of  France  were  alleged  by  Mr.  Ceval- 
los, they  were  answered  by  the  American  Minis- 
ters with  the  firmness  which  became  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  great  and  independent  nation,  and 
with  the  sentiment  at  once  of  their  country's 
dignity,  and  of  the  respect  due  to  the  Qovern- 
ment of  France,  with  which  the  United  States 
were  in  amity.  With  regard  to  the  eastern  lim- 
iu  of  Louisiana,  they  observed  that,  the  question 
depending  upon  the  construction  of  a  treaty  to 
which  the  united  States  were  a  party,  the  opin- 
ion of  France  concerning  it  could  be  of  no  more 
weight  in  itself  than  that  of  the  United  States; 
that,  in  adopting  the  phraseology  of  the  Treaty 
of  St.  Ildefonso,  when  France  declined  substitu- 
ting a  more  specific  definition  of  boundaries,  the 
United  States  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  sub- 
jected themselves  to  the  subsequent  explanatory 
restriction  by  France  of  that  which  she  then 
chose  to  leave  standing  upon  the  force  of  the 
terms  themselves ;  and  that,  the  delivery  of  the 
province  by  the  commissioner  of  France  to  the 
United  States  having  been  without  any  limiu- 
tion,  it  was  obvious  that  he  had  received  it  alike 
without  limitation. 

With  respect  to  the  French  spoliations  within 
Spanish  jurisdiction,  while  the  interest  of  France 
was  so  immediate  and  direct  as  to  take  from  her 
opinion  all  right  to  the' consideration  due  to  an 
impartial  arbitrator,  it  was  supposed  that  the 
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proptT rkw of  tb« sttibject btdndt heen  presented 
to  the  E^Qsperor ;  and  the  most  nneqiiifocftl  de- 
moDstratioa  was  gtren  that  no  indemnity  or  sat- 
isftetion  had  been  receired,  or  e?en  demanded, 
from  France  by  the  United  Stites  for  this  de- 
scription of  injuries. 

At  this  day  yonr  Qoyernment  mai«  be  aware 
that  the  umpirage,  and  e?en  the  opinions,  of 
France  upon  these  questions,  was  liable  ro  other 
and  still  more  decisiye  objections.  Of  the  use 
which  France  was  already  making, and  was  for* 
Iber  contemplating  to  make,  of  Spain,  of  her 
reyenues  and  possessions,  not  only  in  Europe,  but 
in  eyery  other  quarter  of  tbe  globe,  little  needs 
lo  be  said.  That  she  was  conyerting  to  purposes 
of  ber  own  aU  the  resources  of  Spain,  has  btoi. 
aince  then,  too  signally  manifested  to  the  world 
to  require  further  elucidation.  It  was  impossible 
for  her  to  recognise  that  Spain  was  bound  to 
indemnify  the  united  States  for  tbe  stK>liatiotts 
of  French  cruisers  within  Spanish  jurisdiction, 
without  acknowiedging  herself  the  debtor  of 
Spain  to  tbe  same  amount.  To  call  for  her  tes- 
timony, therefore,  was  to  claim  her  as  a  witness 
in  her  own  cause ;  to  appeal  to  her  oninions,  was 
to  make  her  the  judge  other  own  delinquencies. 
By  countenancing  Spain  in  the  denial  of  justice 
to  others,  she  did  but  reserye  her  as  a  richer 
raoil  for  nersdf ;  nor  can  it  be  dissembled  that 
tne  recourse  of  Spain,  on  that  occasion,  was 
ratbier  to  the  predominating  power  than  to  the 
justice  of  France.  These  oSseryations  are  made, 
not  with  the  yiew  of  reproaching  Spain  now  for 
tbe  compliances  with  which  she  then  sought  and 
obtained  the  declarattons  of  France  in  her  fayor 
upon  her  controversies  %ith  the  United  States, 
but  to  show  the  solid  and  irrefragable  grounds 
Upon  which  the  United  Smtes  may  refuse  all 
deference  for  the  opinions,  and  disclaim  all  credit 
to  the  statements  or  France. 

At  the  time  when  France  had  ceded  Louisiann 
to  the  United  States,  her  good  offices  with  Spain 
to  secure  the  acquisition  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States  had  been  explicitly  promised.  The  letter 
of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  8ib  No* 
yember,  1804,  in  reminding  him  of  that  engage- 
knent,  had  sufficiently  shown  that  the  Goyem* 
ment  of  the  United  States,in  callin|^  upon  France 
for  the  performance  of  ber  promise,  had  no  in- 
tention of  admitting  her  to  arbitrate  upon  the 
extent  of  tbe  concession  which  had  been  made 
by  herself.  True  it  is  that  she  not  only  espoused 
the  side  of  Spain,  as  considering  it  her  own,  but 
^eeyen  stimulated  Spain  to  the  denial  of  justice 
to  the  United  States.  As  her  motiyes,  if  Spain 
could  be  doubtAil  of  them  then,  must  be  abund- 
antly notorious  now,  it  could  scarcely  have  been 
expected  tbat  Spain  thoutd  still  recur  to  them  as 
entitled  to  the  slightest  consideration  or  credit. 

There  is  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations 
more  firmly  established  than  that  which  entitles 
the  property  of  strangers  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  country  in  friendship  with  their  own  to  the 

grotection  of  its  Soyereigo  by  all  the  efforts  in 
is  power.    This  common  rule  of  intercourse 
between  dl  ciyilixed  nations  haa,  between  the 


United  Slates  and  Spain,  the  fVinfaer  mM  sol- 
emn sanction  of  an  express  stipulation  by  tree ty. 
In  yidation  both  of  tne  common  uetfte  of  on- 
tlotts  and  of  tbe  express  promise  of  Spain  ta 
the  treaty,  nearljr  two  hundred  yessels  and  tbetr 
cargoes,  belonging  to  citizens  of  fbe  United 
Stales,  were  seized,  ihany  of  tb^m  Witbin  tbe 
territorial  Hmiis  of  Spain,  and  under  tbe  cannon 
of  her  fortresses,  by  French  citnsers ;  nnd  all  of 
them  were  condemned  witbin  Spmnisb  juris- 
diction. 

You  allege,  ,/rs<.  that  Spain  has,  in  tbe  eii»es 
to  which  reference  ii  now  made,  nctnsRy  carried 
into  effect  the  obligations  contracted  by  treaty ; 
tbat  she  ba^  used  all  her  efforts  for  tbe  defence 
nnd  protection  of  this  property.  But  In  w%at 
baye  these  efforts  consisted  7  These  were  not 
cases  of  yessels  seized  by  sudden  yiolence,  and 
carried  away  beyond  her  juriadlctton,  befbretbe 
officers  appointed  for  the  execution  of  bter  laws 
could  be  apprized  of  the  wrong,  and  summoned 
to  tbe  performance  of  their  duties.  They  are 
not  cases  of  clandestine  depredations,  elwfmg 
the  yigilance  of  the  magistrates ;  tbey  are  cases 
of  friendly  merchants  and  nayigators,  frequent- 
ing the  ports  of  Spain  upon  tbe  faith  of  treaties, 
and  for  purposes  of  a  mutual  beneficial  inter- 
course— seized,  some  of  them,  In  tbe  yery  har- 
bors of  Spain,  by  foreign  cruisers,  dragged  oa 
Spanish  ground  before  n  foreign  Consul,  mnd 
there  plundered  of  their  property  before  tbe  face 
of  all  the  lawful  authorities  of  Spain,  who  nei* 
ther  raise  a  yoice  nor  lift  an  arm  for  Aetr  die- 
fence.  What,  then,  haye  been  all  tbe  tforts  of 
Spain  for  the  protection  of  this  property,  con- 
formably to  the  treaty  ?      • 

You  say.  aeotm(%,  tbat  Spain  was  not  respon- 
sible for  tbese  depredations,  because  tbey  were 
made  by  a  nation  with  whicn  the  United  Sutes 
were  not  at  war ;  and  this  you  say  imnaediatefy 
after  quoting  the  words  of  tbe  sixth  nriicle  of 
the  treaty,  expressly  stipulating  protection  and 
defence  in  the  ports  of  Spain  to  the  yessels  snd 
other  effects  of  citizens  t>f  the  United  States, 
**  whether  tbey  are  at  war  cr  not  witb  tbe  Power 
whose  subjects  haye  taken  pos^ssion  erf*  tbe  stid 
effects." 

You  obserye,  ihirdly^  that  France  and  Spain 
were  then  allies  in  a  war  against  Bngland,  and 
tbat  Spain  could  not  preyent  the  prrrateers  of 
her  ally  from  entering  her  ports.  But  it  is  not 
that  the  French  priyateers  yrere  allowed  to  enter 
the  ports  of  Spam  of  which  the  United  States 
complain,  but  that  they  were  suffered  to  malce 
prizes,  and  the  Frencb  donsuls  to  condetnn  them 
within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Spain.  Ton 
refer  to  the  decision  of  a  subordinate  BritiA 
court  of  admiralty  that  the  prizes  of  a  bellxre- 
rent  may  be  earned  into  the  ports  of  an  ally, 
and  there  lawfully  condemned ;  but  aorefy  yon 
do  not  mean  to  contend  that  tbe  decisions  of'^an 
admiralty  court  of  one  nation  constitute  tbefaw 
of  nations,  or  can  eyen  be  adduced  as  authority 
for  others.'  Of  this  principle,  at  least,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  that  an  alliance  between  two  nations 
cannot  absolye  either  of  them  from 'the  obliga- 
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tioof  of  pnviom  trastiei.  Now,  lb«  trtaly  be- 
tween Spaio  omd  the  Unittd  States,  bf  wbtefa 
SpaiD  wtt  boODd  to  protect  tke  property  of 
Amerieen  citizens  witbin  ber  jorisotetkni,  w^s 
eoaeluded  before  the  alliaDoe  between  Spain  and 
Franee  bed  been  contracted ;  and  tbe  alliance 
conld  in  nowise  impair  tbe  ngtits  of  tbe  eitixens 
of  tbe  United  Smtes  to  tbe  protection  of  tbeir 

Sropertf,  stipnkied  in  tberr  -»vor  by  tbe  anieee- 
ent  eogegement  of 'Spain. 
Your  ioortb  nnd  last  expedient  for  relieving 
Spnaa  ftom  sespontibility  for  tbese  losses  and  in- 
jories,  aofiered  by  American  citizens  npon  her 
territory,  is  the  positiTeaasertion  tbatsatisfiiction 
bus  aireadv  been  mide  for  them  by  France ;  yoor 
only  Tooeber  for  which  is  the  letter  of  27th  July, 
1804,  from  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  Admital  Gravina. 
Tbe  assertions  of  tbat  letter  i  have  shown,  by 
referenee  to  indispatable  docoments,  are  utterly 
wlthont  foundation. 

Yonr  sabseqoent  offer  of  the  good  oflibes  of 
yoor  GoTernraent  near  that  of  the  pesent  Court 
of  France  to  obtain  indemnities  for  American  citi- 
aeas  for  French  depredatioos  committed  within 
Spanish  jorisdiction,  by  Tirme  of  an  alliance  be- 
tween Spain  and  Napoleon,  yon  doabtless  did 
not  expect  to  be  accepted.  It  is  to  Spain  alone, 
sir,  that  the  United  States  still  look,  and  will 
eontinne  to  look,  as  they  always  have  looked,  for 
those  indemnities  for  which  Spain  alone  is  re- 
sponsible to  them.  I  am  instrueted  to  renew  to 
yon  the  deelafatien  repeatedly  made  by  the  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  to  yonr  GoTerntoent 
at  Aranju<z,ia  1805,  that  no  satis&ctory  arrange- 
ment can  be  made  of  the  diflferenoes  between  the 
two  countries  which  shall  not  inelnde  tbe  adjnsfr- 
ment  of  these  iojaries. 

Before  bringiog  this  reply  to  yoor  four  succes- 
sire  notes  to  a  close,  it  is  necessary  lo  advert  to 
several  incidental  assertiotis  and  remarks,  which 
yoa  have  made  in  relation  to  the  negotiation  at 
Aranjuez,  equally  destitute  of  foundation  with 
the  claims  and  pretensious  to  which  this  letter 
has  already  replied. 

In  your  noie  of  the  29th  December,  yon  affirm 
that  the  negotiation  at  Aranjuez  vras  '*  early  in- 
terrupted r  and  in  tbnt  of  the  24th  January,  to 
confirm  the  assertion,  that,  if  all  the  differences 
between  the  two  countries  have  not  loag  since 
been  adjusted, it  has  not  depended  upon  the  Qaw' 
emntient  of  Spain,  you  say  that  this  is  ''Evident, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  denial,  from  tbe  efficial 
correspondence  between  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
Minister  of  State  and  tbe  Plenipetentiaries  4>f 
the  American  Government,  who  suspended  and 
gave  up  the  negotiation  at  Aranjaez,  after  having 
obstinately  relused  to  aceept  the  modiications, 
founded  on  strict  justice,  which  were  proposed 
by  the  Spanish  Government." 

The  negotiation  of  the  sffecial  mission  of  the 
United  Sutes  at  Araojnez,  in  1805,  occftpied  a 
period  of  nearly  five  months,  from  the  beginnine 
of  Janaary,  when  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  at  Madrvf, 
to  the  28d  of  May,  when  he  took  leave  of  the 
King  to  return  to  London.    In  his  address  to  tbe 

King  on  that  occasion,  he  said :  "  On  my  arrival 


here  I  bad  the  honor  to  assure  your  Majesty  «f 
tbe  bicfa  consideration  of  my  Government  fdi 
voor  Majesty's  person  and  (Government.  I  then 
hoped  to  bnve  hnd  the  honor  to  conclude  the  spe- 
cial mission  with  which  I  was  cbaiged,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near* 
yoor  Majesty,  to  the  advantage  and  satislactio* 
of  bath  parties;  but,  befng  disappointed  in  this 
respect,  all  oar  propositions  having  been  rejected, 
and  none  others  ever  offered  on  the  part  of  yovr 
Bdajesty's  Government,  tbongh  often  invited,  It 
is  my  duty  to  return  to  my  station  at  London.'' 
This  assertion,  made  to  the  King  of  Spain  in  per* 
son,  at  the  close  of  that  mission,  was  folly  wai^ 
ranted  by  the  transactions  under  it.  Every  one  tX 
the  topics  now  included  in  year  four  notes,  as  eai- 
bracing  all  the  subjects  of  difference  between  the 
two  countries,  was  disensaed  at  great  length,  mueh 
in  the  same  maaner  which  you  have  now  insisted 
upon  repeating.  The  questionsof  indemnities  far 
spoliations.  Spanish  and  French,  and  for  the  sup** 
pression  or  the  deposits  at  New  Orleans,  of  the 
eastern  and  of  the  western  boundary  of  Louisi- 
ana, were  descanted  upon  with  pertinacity  as  in* 
defaticably  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  as  by  your- 
self. Be  bestowed  as  many  pages  upon  tbe  ter«H 
retrocede  and  retroceuion  as  you  have  done.  lie 
appealed  with  equal  confidence  and  alacrity  to 
the  opiaioos,  and  cited  with  equal  compiaoency 
the  testimonials  of  the  Ministers  of  Napoleoa, 
and  remiaded  Messrs.  Monroe  and  PtnckaeyL 
with  a  satisfaction  not  inferior  to  your  own,  or 
the  '*Tery  pointed"  manner  in  which  the  French 
Minister  or  Foreign  Relations^  Mr.  Taiteyraad, 
announcing  the  sentimenu  of  His  Imperial  Man 
jesty,  observed,  that  '<  to  make  known  the  rights 
which  France  had  acquired,  was  to  indtcaie  the 
extent  and  the  limits  of  those  which  she  tmne- 
mitted  to  the  Federal  Government."  To  every- 
thing that  had  the  semblance  of  reason  and  argu- 
ment, nddnced  in  the  successive  notes  of  Mt. 
Cevallos,  the  American  Ministers  temperately 
and  patiently  rej^ied ;  they  unfolded,  with  a  deai^ 
ness  and  precision  to  which  nothing  can  now  be 
added,  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
fisets  and  principles  by  which  they  were  aq^ 
ported.  They  proposed,  at  the  commencemettt 
of  the  negotiation,  a  projet  of  a  convencioo  fat 
the  adjustment  or  all  the  interests  in  dispute. 
After  all  tbe  subjects  had  been  thoroughly  die- 
ousscd  they  presented  a  second  projet,  modified 
in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit  of  accommodation 
to  Spain.  They  invited,  and  retteiated,  almost 
to  importunity,  the  invitation  to  n  counter-projet, 
or  proposals  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Goveta- 
meot.  These  unwearied  eibrU  were  met  1^  a 
constant,  invariable,  inflexible  refusal,  either  to 
accept  their  proposal^  or  to  oaake  to  them  ang 
whatsoever  ia  return. 

You  speak  of  the  titles,  dates,  djscaments,  and 
arguments,  produced  on  tbe  *' part  of  SpatUr  at 
that  negotiation,  incontesubly  proving,  by  abund- 
ant and  irresistible  evidence^  the  rights  of  the 
Spaniah  monarchy  to  the  territory  in  question." 

If  such  had  been  the  facu,  where  would  be  the 
premce  that  the  American  Ministers  had  pie- 
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natnrely  suspended  or  given  up  the  negotiacioo  ? 
Bat  Mr.  Ceyallos  produced  no  such  titles,  dates, 
or  documents;  the  onl^  title  ever  alleged  by  him 
in  support  of  the  pretensions  of  Spain  was  the 
title  or  retrocession,  applied  to  the  Treaty  of  St. 
lldefoDso;  the  only  date  was  that  of  1690,  which 
lie  assigned  as  the  period  of  the  first  Spanish  set- 
tlement of  Texas,  which  date  was  fiye  years  later 
than  the  settlement  of  La  Salle,  at  the  head  of  the 
hay  of  St.  Bernard ;  and  the  only  documenu  were 
the  dictatorial  and  menacing  testimonials  of  the 
French  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations.  That  all 
the  titles,  dates,  and  documents  then  referred  to 
were  insufficient,  in  the  estimation  of  your  own 
QoTernment,  to  establish  the  riffhts  which  ^ou 
have  claimed,  is  manifest  from  the  efforts  which 
yon  have  made  to  bring  forward  others,  and  from 
the  character  of  those  to  which  yon  haye  resorted 
—an  unknown,  and,  as  it  is  belieyed,  imaginary 
treaty  of  1764,  and  a  royal  exterminating  order 
of  Philip  II. 

You  perceiye,  sir,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  not  prepared  either  to  renounce 
any  of  the  claims  which  it  has  been  so  long  urg- 
ing upon  the  jnstice  of  Spain,  or  to  acquiesce  in 
any  of  those  arguments  which  appear  to  you  so 
luminous  and  irresistible. 

Determined  to  pursue  the  establishment  of 
their  rights  as  Ions  as  by  any  possibility  they  can 
be  pursued  througn  the  paths  of  peace,  they  have 
acquiesced,  as  the  Message  of  the  President  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Consress 
lias  informed  you,  in  that  policy  of  Spain  wnich 
has  hitherto  procrastinated  the  amicable  adjust- 
ment  of  these  interests,  not  from  any  insensibility 
to  their  importance  to  this  Union,  nor  from  any 
indifference  to  the  object  of  being  upon  cordial 
terms  of  harmony  with  Spain,  but  because  peace 
is  among  the  dearest  and  most  earnest  objects  of 
their  policy ;  and  because  they  hare  considered, 
and  still  consider  it  more  congenial  to  the  princi- 
ples of  humanity,  and  to  the  permanent  welfare 
of  both  nations,  to  wait  for  the  favorable  opera- 
tion of  time  upon  the  prejudices  and  passions 
opposed  to  them,  than  to  resort  to  the  unnecessary 
agency  of  force.  After  a  lapse  of  thirteen  years 
of  patient  forbearance,  in  waiting  for  the  moment 
when  Spain  shall  fina  it  expedient  to  meet  their 
constant  desire  of  bringing  to  a  happy  and  har- 
monious termination  all  the  conflicting  interests 
between  them,  it  will  need  little  additional  effort 
to  wait  somewhat  longer  with  the  same  expecta- 
tion. The  President  deems  this  course  even  more 
advisable  than  that  of  referring;  the  questions 
depending  between  the  two  nations  to  the  arbi- 
trament or  mediation  of  one  or  more  friendly  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  as  you  have  been  authorizeed  to 
propose.  The  statement  in  your  note  of  the  10th 
of  February,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  is  not 
altogether  correct.  It  is  not  the  British  Govern- 
ment which,  on  this  occasion,  has  offered ;  but 
your  Government,  which,  witnout  first  consult- 
ing or  asking  the  concurrence  of  the  United  States, 
has  requested  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain. 
The  British  Government,  as  must  be  well  known 
to  you,  have  declined  the  offer  of  their  mediation, 


unless  it  should  be  requested  by  both  parlies ;  and 
have  communicated  to  the  Government  pf  the 
United  States  this  overture  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

The  President  has  thought  proper,  from  motives 
which  he  has  no  doubt  will  be  deemed  satisCac- 
tory  both  to  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  to  decline 
uniting  in  this  request.    He  is  indeed,  folly  per- 
suaded that,  notwithstanding  any  prepossessions 
which  the  British  Government  may  have  hereto- 
fore entertained  with  r^ard  to  any  of  the  points 
in  controveny,  they  would  have  bMn  entirely 
discarded  in  assuming  the  office  of  a  mediator. 
But  it  has  hitherto  been  the  policy,  both  of  JEu- 
rope  and  of  the  United  States,  to  keep  aloof  from 
the  general  federative  system  of  each  other.    The 
European  States  are  combined  together,  uid  con- 
nected with  one  another  by  a  mnltitade  of  im- 
portant interests  and  relations  with  which  the 
United  States  have  no  concern,  with  which  they 
have  always  manifested  the  determination  not  to 
interfere,  and  of  which,  no  communication  being 
made  to  them  by  the  Governments  of  Europe, 
they  have  not  information  competent  to  eoahie 
them  to  estimate  their  extent  and  bearing    The 
United  States,  in  juitice  to  themselves,  la  justice 
to  that  harmony  which  they  earnestly  desire  to  cnl- 
tivate  with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  in  justice  to 
that  fundamental  system  of  policy  which  forbids 
them  from  entering  the  labyrinth  of  European  pol- 
itics, must  decline  soliciting  or  acceding  to  the  in- 
terference of  any  other  Government  of  Europe  for 
the  settlement  of  their  differences  with  Spain. 

But  however  discouraging  the  tenor  and  cha- 
racter of  your  recent  notes  have  been  to  the  hopes 
which  the  promises  and  profe^ons  of  yoor  G0V7 
ernmenthad  excited,  that  the  time  for  adjustment 
of  these  differences  with  Spain  herself  had  at 
length  arrived,  the  United  Sutes  will  not  aban- 
don the  expectation  that  more  correct  views  of 
the  subject  will  ultimately  be  sug^fcsted  to  your 
Government,  and  they  will  always  be  disposed 
to  meet  them  in  the  spirit  of  justice  and  amity. 
With  regard  to  those  parts  of  the  province  <^ 
Louisiana  which  have  been  incorporated  within 
the  State  of  that  name,  it  is  time  tnat  the  di»os- 
sion  should  cease.  Forming  part  of  the  territory 
of  a  sovereign  and  independent  State  of  this 
Union,  to  dispose  of  them  is  not  within  the  com- 
petency of  tne  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States,  nor  will  the  discussion  be  hereafter 
continued.  But  if  you  have  proposals  to  raakc^ 
to  which  it  is  possible  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  listen  with  a  pros|>ect  of  brii^ 
ing  them  to  any  practicable  conclusion,  I  ara  sv- 
thorized  to  receive  them,  and  to  conclude  with 
you  a  treaty  for  the  adjustment  of  all  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  nations,  upon  terms  which 
may  be  satisfactory  to  both. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  for  the  occupation 
of  Amelia  Island,  the  Messages  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  and  my 
letter  to  you  of  16th  January,  have  given  the  ex- 
planations which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  your  Government.  The  exposed  and 
feeble  situation  of  that  island,  as  well  as  o(  the 
remainder  of  East  Florida,  with  their  local  posi- 
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tion  in  the  Deighborhood  of  the  United  States, 
bare  always  been  among  the  primary  ioducemeots 
)f  the  United  States  for  urging  to  Spain  the  ex- 
r>ediencY  to  the  interests  of  both  nations  that 
Spain  snoald  cede  them  for  a  jast  and  suitable 
equivalent  to  the  United  States.  In  the  letter  of 
he  28th  of  January,  1805,  from  Messrs.  Pinckney 
and  Monroe  to  Mr.  Cerallos,  the  following  pas- 
sage stands  prominent  among  the  arguments  used 
by  them  to  that  effect:  "Should  Spain,"  sav 
they,  "  not  place  a  strong  force  in  Florida,  it  will 
not  escape  your  excellency's  attention  that  it  will 
be  moch  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  taken 
possession  or  by  some  other  Power,  who  might 
wish  to  hold  it  with  tery  different  yiews  towards 
Spain  than  those  which  animate  the  Government 
or  the  United  States.  Without  a  strong  force 
being  there,  it  miffht  even  become  an  asylum  for 
adventurers  and  ireebooters,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  both  nations." 

You  know,  sir,  bow  far  the  events,  thus  antici- 
pated, and  pointed  out  so  early  as  in  January, 
1805,  to  the  prudent  forecast  of  Spain^  have  been 
realized.    Pensacola  has  been  occupied  by  ano- 
ther Power,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war 
from  it  against  the  United  States;  and  Amelia 
Island  has  been  occupied  by  adventurers,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  both  nations,  and  of  all  others 
engaged  in  lawful  commerce  upon  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.    Before  these  events  occurred  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  aware  of  the  great  and 
growing  danger  of  them,  which  had  been  so  long 
before  distinctly  foreseen,  had  made  it  the  dutv 
of  the  Executive  Gbvernment,  in  the  ease  of  such 
a  contingency,  to  take  the  temporary  possession 
of  the  country,  which  might  be  necessary  to  avert 
the  injuries  that  must  result  from  it.    Amelia 
Island  was  taken,  not  from  the  possession  of 
Spain,  but  of  those  from  whom  she  had  been 
equally  incapable  of  keeping  or  of  recovering  its 
possession,  and  who  were  using  it  for  purposes 
incompatible  with  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the 
United  States.    No  purpose,  either  of  taking  or 
of  retaining  il  as  a  conquest  from  Spain,  has  ever 
been  entertained ;  and,  unless  ceded  by  Spain  to 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  restored  whenever 
the  danger  of  ito  being  again  thus  occupied  and 
misused  shall  have  ceased. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the  proposal  that  the 
United  States  should  take  any  lurther  measures 
than  those  already  provided  for  by  law,  for  pre- 
venting armaments  hostile  to  Spain  within  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  i^  inadmissible. 
The  measures  already  taken,  and  the  laws  al- 
ready existing  arainst  all  nostile  armaments 
within  our  jurisdiction,  incoinpatible  with  the 
obligations  of  neutrality,  are  sufficient  for  its  pre- 
lerration,  and  the  necessary  means  will  continue 
to  be  used,  as  they  have  been,  to  carry  them  faith- 
folly  into  execution.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 

A.   No.  1. 
Don  Martin  lyAJartanw  to  M,Dtla  Harpt. 

Tbihitt  Riv£B,  May  20, 1719. 
MoasiaoB :  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  politeness 


that  M.  De  Bienville  and  yourself  have  had  the 
goodness  to  show  to  me.  The  orders  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  King,  my  master,  are  to  maintain 
a  good  understanding  with  the  French  of  Loui- 
siana ;  my  own  inclinations  lead  me  equally  to 
afford  them  all  the  services  that  depend  upon  me, 
but  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  your  arrival  at 
the  Nassonite  village  surprises  me  very  much. 

Your  Governor  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the 
post  you  occupy  belongs  to  my  Government,  and 
that  all  the  lands  west  of  the  Nassonites  depend 
upon  New  Mexico. 

I  e9unsel  you  to  give  advice  of  this  toM.  Bien-  ' 
ville.  or  you  will  force  me  to  oblige  you  to  aban- 
don lands  that  the  French  have  no  right  to  occupy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

D'ALARCONNE. 

B.  No.  2. 

Momieut  de  la  Harpe  to  Don  MarHn  lyAlareonne* 

Nassonitb,  July  8, 1719. 

MoMsiEnB:  The  order  from  His  Catholic  Maj- 
esty to  maintain  a  good  unders^nding  with  the 
French  of  Louisiana,  and  the  kind  intentions  yon 
have  yourself  expressed  towards  them,  accord  but 
little  with  your  proceedings.  Permit  me  to  in* 
form  you  that  M.  de  Bienville  is  perfectly  in- 
formed of  the  limits  of  his  government,  and  is 
very  cerrain  that  the  post  of  Nassonite  depends 
not  upon  the  dominions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
He  knows,  also,  that  the  province  of  Lastekas,  in 
which  you  say  you  are  Governor,  is  a  part  of 
Louisiana.  M.  de  la  Salle  took  possession  ia 
168^  in  the  name  of  His  Most  Christian  Majes- 
ty ;  and,  since  the  above  epoch,  possession  has 
been  renewed  from  time  to  time. 

Respecting  the  post  of  Nassonite.  I  cannot  com- 
prehend by  what  ri^ht  yon  pretend  that  it  forms 
a  part  of  New  Mexico.  I  bee  leave  to  represent 
to  you  that  Don  Antoine  du  Miroir,  who  discov- 
ered New  Mexico  in  1683,  never  penetrated  east 
of  that  province  or  the  Rio  Bravo.  It  was  the 
French  who  first  made  alliances  with  the  savase 
tribes  in  this  region ;  and  it  is  natural  to  conclude 
that  a  river  that  flows  into  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
lands  it  waters,  belong  to  the  King,  my  master. 

If  you  will  do  me  the  pleasure  to  come  into 
this  quarter,  I  will  convince  you  I  hold  a  post  I 
know  how  to  defend. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  dbc. 

DE  LA  HARPS. 

C.  No.  3. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1721^  M.  de  la  Harpe 
received  the  following  order : 

We,  John  Baptiste  de  Bienville,  chevalier  of 
the  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  and  comniandant 
general  for  the  King  in  the  province  Louisiana: 

It  is  hereby  decreed  that  M.  de  ia  Harpe,  com- 
mandant of  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  shall  embark 
in  the  packet  the  Subtile,  commanded  by  Beren- 
ger,  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  soldiers  under 
M.  de  la  Belile,  and  shall  proceed  forthwith  to 
the  bay  of  St.  Bernard,  belonging  to  this  prov- 
ince, in  the  name  of  the  King,  and  the  west  com- 
pany shall  plant  the  arms  of  the  King  in  the 
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ground,  and  batld  a  fort  apon  whatever  ^pot  ap- 
pears most  adrantageouB  for  the  defence  of  the 
place. 

If  the  Spaniards,  or  any  other  nation,  hare 
taken  possession,  M.  de  la  Harpe  will  signify  to 
them  tnat  they  hare  no  right  to  the  country ;  it 
being  well  known  that  possession  was  taken  in 
1685  by  M.  de  )a  Salle,  in  the  name  of  the  King 
of  Pratice,  Ac.  BIBNYILLB, 

D.  No.  4. 

Exirwih  irambUed  fiom  the  •*  Diedmarii)  G^ografl- 
CO  SUimeo  de  kulndiaa  Oeeidentalu  6  AmtricaT 
by  Colonel  Don  Antonio  de  Aleedo,  eapUdn  of  0ie 
royal  Spanieh  guartkf  printed  ai  Madrid  in  1786 
-69^  by  the  permiuhn  of  Oovemment,  and  dkdi- 
ofded  wtkt  jMnee^f  AMtunM^^terwarda  Charlea 
the  Fourth. 

"  Loumanoj  a  proWnee  and  gofvrnment  of 
North  America,  one  of  the  two  which  form  new 
France,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Gulf  of 
lilezico ;  on  the  north  by  the  river  itlfnois  and  the 
Indian  tribes  of«  the  Pamasos,  Paodncas.  Osages, 
Tronontes,  Tecagas.  Chavanons,  and  others ;  on 
the  east  by  West  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Carolina; 
and  on  the  west  by  NewMeiicoand  New  Spain. 
Its  extent  from  north  to  south  is  about  fifteen  de- 
grees; that  is  to  say,  from  the  twenty-fiflh  to  the 
fortieth  degree  of  north  latitude;  and  from  east 
to  west  ten  or  eleren  degrees,  between  the  eighty- 
sixth  and  ninety-sixth  degrees  of  west  longitude; 
its  limits,  however,  not  being  precisely  fixed,  M. 
de  Lisle  gives  it  a  much  greater  extent,  particu- 
larly towards  the  north,  where  it  borders  on  Can- 
ada ;  and,  according  to  him,  it  is  afterwards 
bounded  by  New  York,  Pennsylvania.  Virginia. 
&c.,  and  to  the  west  by  the  rivers  Bravo  and 
Salado." 

"iUisMmrt,  an  Indian  tribe  of  the  province  and 
government  of  Louisiana,  inhabitiDg  the  banks 
or  the  river  of  the  same  name,  on  which  a  fort 
was  built  by  the  French  for  defence  of  that  es- 
tablishment." 

**  Natchitoches,  or  NoHhetochea,  as  pronounced 
by  some,  a  tribe  of  Indians  of  the  province  and 
government  of  Louisiana,  in  North  America,  liv- 
ing fifty  leagues  up  the  Red  river,  b^  which  name 
they  are  sometimes  catted.  This  tnbe  has  always 
been  friendljr  to  the  French,  and  hostile  to  the 
Spaniards ;  is  very  numerous,  and  has  opwards 
or  two  hundred  cabins.  The  French  soldiers 
who  had  completed  their  time  of  service  settled 
in  an  island  in  the  Red  river,  where  they  built  a 
fort,  and  called  it  Natchitoches;  but  having 
planted  tobacco,  and  discovered  that  the  sand 
blown  on  it  by  the  wiod  gave  it  a  bad  quality, 
they  removed  their  settlement  to  the  main  land, 
where  they  succeeded  in  cultivating  that  plant, 
so  as  to  give  it  a  particular  estimation ;  it  is  sixty 
leagues  from  New  Orleans." 

"^ottjg-e,  (Red  river,)  a  large  and  rapid  river  of 
the  province  and  government  of  Louisiana,  in 
North  America,  takes  its  rise  about  the  tribe  of 
the  Cannesis,  runs  southeast,  and,  after  receiving 
other  streams,  changes  its  course  to  the  south  as 
far  as  the  tribe  and  fort  of  Natchitoches,  where 


it  again  turds  to  the  southeast,  forms  several 
lakes  and  islands,  and  thence,  running  eastward, 
joins  the  Mississippi  much  increased,  near  wfaere 
the  river  empties  into  the  sea." 

S.No.5. 


BMrnd  ftota  n  ptB^er  eoiiunwuttited  oy 
Pinehuy  andmnr^  to  Mr.  Cew/Xse,  daUd 

Aranjcez.  May  12, 1805. 

Froin  the  1st  of  October,  1796,  uotil  the , 

there  were  brought  into  the  poru  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  in  Europe  and  Africa,  by  the  French, 
168  vessels. 

Of  the  above  have  been  eondenised  -  -  74 
Acquitted,  ransomed,  or  compromised  -  -  S3 
Cases  of  violation  of  the  Spanish  terrtlory, 

condemned       ......    13 

Run  ashore  and  lost    ...        .       .      i 

Unaccounted  for  -  .  -  .  •  .  7 
Result  not  known       ...        .       .   5D 


Total    - 


-  168 


of  fmeti  rekdine  to 
French  privateera,  and 


A  itaiemeni 
taken  by 
Spanish  porta,  obtained  from  the  moat  mttheniic 


aoureea. 


Of  the  French  spoliations,  there  have  been  fifty 
appeals  from  the  consular  judgments  ia  Spain  to 
the  Council  of  Prizes  at  Parts,  of  which  thirty 
have  been  released,  nine  condemned^  and  twelve 
are  yet  depending.  'Not  one  jsoiit  has  been  paid 
in  any  case,  nor  is  there  a  single  case  of  socii 
spoliations  on  the  list  of  liquidations  now  at  the 
French  treasury,  which  are  to  participate  of  the 
twenty  millions  of  livres  to  be  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  their  citizens,  unaer  the  treaty  of 
1803,  on  account  of  French  spoliations.  The 
American  Minister  never  did  demand  payment  of 
French  spoliations  made  in  Spain,  knowing  them 
as  soch ;  nor  did  the  American  agent  ever  demaod 
it  by  his  order  or  knowledge.  The  first  intelli- 
gence  which  the  American  Qovernment  had  of 
appeals  being  permitted  from  the  French  consu- 
lar tribttoals  in  Spain  to  the  Council  of  Prizes  in 
France  was  received  from  Spain  herself. 

As  soon  as  it  was  received,  the  Secretary  of 
State  wrote  to  the  American  Minister  in  Paris  to 
know  what  the  fact  was.  and  instructed  him.  at 
the  same  time,  to  prohibit  the  agent  from  actitg 
in  such  cases;  it  having  been,  at  all  times,  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  that  Spain  alone  was 
answerable,  of  whom  only  has  the  recompense 
been  demanded. 


Don  Laia  da  Onia  to  the  Seanlary  of  SloU. 

MaBCH  33;  181& 

Sib  :  I  have  read  With  deliberate  reflection  the 
note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the  12th  of  thb 
month,  in  repty  tb  those  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
write  to  you  on  the  29th  December,  and  on  the 
5th,  8th|  and  Sith  January,  of  the  present  year, 
on  the  different  points  embraced  in  the  dispute 
hitherto  peading  between  the  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Spain. 
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After  ttcitdhiittg,  with  tlie  stricUst  impartiality, 
ill  the  data  and  ar^mentt  advanced  by  von, 
virboQt  yielding  to  any  other  Impressions  tnan 
hose  inspired  by  the  sincere  desire  of  ascertain - 
ng  the  truth  of  facts,  and  the  propriety  of  their 
ipplicatioh  to  the  several  points  in  dispute,  lean- 
lot  but  elp/ess  to  you,  sir,  that  it  has  not  heen 
possible  for  my  reason  to  discorer  anything  ca* 
)able  of  fbrming  a  jost  exception  to  the  princi- 
ples add  grounds  which  support  the  rights  sus* 
ained  by  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qoremment, 
IS  notorioQs,  and  hitherto  undisputed  with  the 
'^Town  of  6pain. 

I  perceive  that^  on  the  question  of  boundaries, 
ron  still  mafiitain  the  same  pretensions  as  those 
idranced  by  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  at 
Iranjnez,  to  the  Spanish  Government— preten- 
ioos  which  it  aprpears  to  me  impossible  to  exist, 
ftei  weighing  the  aiguments  adduced  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  nis  Catholic  Majesty,  Don 
^edro  CeTalloo,  and  ag^in  ursed  more  at  length 
nd  withsnfficieot  conTiction,lo  my  judgment,  in 
he  notes  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  yon. 

On  the  subject  of  the  eastern  boundaries  of 
iOuisiana,  you  insist  they  should  be  extended  by 
V^est  Ptorida  to  the  river  Perdido,  although  this 
retension  has  no  other  foundation  than  the  par- 
ieularand  specious  interbretatton  attempted  to  be 
iven  to  the  clauses  of  tue  treaty  concluded  be- 
ween  Franeeand  Spain  in  1800,  for  the  retroces- 
ion  of  Lonisfana.  But  I  do  not  conceive  how 
liese  chases  can  admit  such  an  interpretation, 
ecause  it  gives  a  strained  interpretation  to  and 
iverts  its  proper  import^  is  contradictory  to  the 
itention  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  attributes 
)  their  contract  a  latitude  which  does  not  appear 
1  it.  How  can  it  be  imagined  that  West  l^or- 
la,  or  any  part  of  it,  should  be  the  object  of  the 
reaty  of  1800,  when,  rhroughout  the  whole  of  it, 
lere  does  not  appear  a  single  word  referring  or 
lluding  to  that  province,  or  any  mention  being 
lade  ot  it  ?  Did  there  ever  exist  a  public  treaty, 
r  even  a  simple  transaction  between  private  per- 
)os,  stipulating  a  thing  of  which  the  slightest 
lention  is  not  made?  Certainly  not.  Besides, 
le  two  contracdn|;  parties  declare  and  maintain 
lat  it  was  not  their  intention  to  include,  nor  did 
ley  include,  "Florida,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  re- 
'ocession.  How,  then,  can  the  contrary  be  main- 
lined, merely  by  the  help  of  a  particular  concep- 
on  or  conjecture  ?  The  objectious  you  mal^e 
raiost  the  personal  character  of  the  Minister 
ai/eyrand|  and  the  temper  of  the  French  Cabl- 
et at  the  time  of  Napoleon,  can  never  Weaken 
le  authority  of  the  solemn  declaration  of  the 
lovernment  of  France.  You  will  also  recollect 
ut  the  same  Government  gave  the  assurance 
lat  it  had  ordered  them  to  be  conimunicated  to 
latof  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Spanish 
h)veromeni  brought  them  forward  as  soon  as  the 
resent  disprute  Was  set  on  foot,  which  they  could 
ot  be  before,  as  the  possibility  of  this  case  did 
ot  enter  into  their  contemplation,  nor  could  they 
^culate  on  its  being  objected  to  without  neces- 
ity  OT  just  reason. 

Notwithstanding,  therefore,  your  ingenious  ar- 


gutuetits,!  ctmtfnuein  the  firm  perauasfon  that 
the  three  clauses  of  the  Treaty  or  San  Ildefonso 
neither  can  nor  do  in  any  manner  admit  of  the 
comment  or  abstract  interpretation  which  fs  now 
attempted  to  be  givien  to  them,  and  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  vary  the  obviously  genuine  and  literal 
sense  in  which  they  haVe  ever  been  understood 
by  the  Ooverninents  of  France  and  Spain. 

You  say,  and  aflGirm  decisively,  that  the  secret 
convention  between  Spain  and  France^  by  which 
the  Most  Catholic  King  ceded  Louisiana  to  His 
Christian  Majesty,  did  not  take  effect  in  1764,  but 
In  1762,  one  year  before  the  general  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Paris  10th  February,  1763,  by 
which  the  Floridas  were  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 
If  that  be  so,  I  confess  I  cannot  comprehend  or 
reconcile  the  concluding  clauses  inserted  in  the 
seventh  article  of  the  same  treaty,  which  run  as 
follows:  ^*  The  Most  Christian  King  cedes  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  in  foil  property,  the  river  and 
port  of  Mobile,  ana  all  that  he  possessed  or  ouc ht 
to  have  possessed  on  the  left  side  of  the  rfver  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  exception  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  of  the  island  in  which  it  is  situated, 
which  shall  remain  to  France."  How  is  it^  then, 
that  in  this  treaty  the  bay  and  port  of  Mobile  are 
ceded  to  England,  and  all  that  France  possessed 
or  ought  to  have  possessed  on  the  left  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  exception  of  the  island  and  city 
of  New  Orleans,  which  are  expressly  to  remain 
in  France  ?  How  could  they  remain  to  France, 
if  in  the  former  year  they  had  been  ceded  to 
Spain  ?  We  must  deny  the  fhith  of  this  treaty, 
or  admit  that  the  ce^on  made  to  Spain  did  not 
take  effect  until  a  subsequent  period ;  and  by  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  when  France  made 
the  said  cession  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  she  pos- 
sessed nothing  more  In  that  part  of  the  American 
continent,  since  she  had  before  ceded  all  to  Great 
Britain ;  it  being  notorious,  moreover,  that  France 
contttiued  in* the  dominion  and  possession  of  the 
delta  of  Louisiana  until  the  19th  of  August,  1769, 
at  which  time  she  delivered  up  that  province  to 
Spain,  and  into  the  hands  of  General  O'Reilly. 
By  this  We  are  convinced  of  the  true  understand- 
ing of  the  three  clauses  of  the  treaty  of  1800. 
Louisiana  did  not  then  include,  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  any  part  of  the  Florida^  nor  did  France 
possess  more  than  the  delta  of  New  Orleans  when 
she  ceded  and  delivered  it  to  Spain.  To  these 
two  undeniable  facts  do  the  first  and  second 
clauses  ef  that  treaty  refer  i  the  third  refers  to 
what  appears  in  the  treaties  which  afterwards 
followed  between  Spain  and  other  Powers.  If  it 
is  not  wished  to  introduce  confusion  where  there 
is  none,  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  precise 
period  at  which  the  time  began  that  this  clause 
refers  to.  I  do  not  see  that  any  other  can  be 
found  than  that  when  France  ceased  to  possess 
the  delta  of  Louisiana ;  and  if  the  cession  made 
hy  her  to  Spam  was  emsc ted  after  that  made  by 
France  and  Spain  to  England  on  the  10th  of 
February,  1763,  it  is  evident  that  this  clause  could 
not  refer  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  concluded  the 
same  day  and  year,  but  to  those  which  were  subse- 
quent to  it,  as  the  same  clause  expressly  dectares. 
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lo  my  note  of  the  5Ui  of  January  last,  I  cited  the 
treaties  to  which  this  treaty  could  and  did  refer, 
and  pointed  out  at  the  same  time  the  meaning 
and  object  of  the  contracting  parties  in  framing 
its  stipulation,  by  referring  to  the  treaties  them- 
selves. I  discover  nothins  to  weaken  the  force 
and  propriety  of  what  I  then  proved  to  you,  nor 
do  I  think  that  there  can  be  anything  advanced 
without  altering  or  destroying  the  decisive  sense 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Treaty  of  Sl  Ildefonso. 

The  ingeniiity  of  logic  may  suggest  evasions, 
but  never  can  furnish  solid  arguments  to  main- 
tain the  contrary ;  and  as  it  is  our  duty  only  to 
ascertain  the  truth,  we  must  confine  ourselves  to 
the  literal  text  of  the  treaty  of  retrocession,  and 
to  that  of  others  referred  to  in  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  in  his  letter  of  24th  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  to  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe, 
only  spoke  of  the  treaties  concluded  between 
Spain  and  Eneiand  in  1783,  and  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States  in  1795,  that  neither  is  nor 
can  be  a  reason  why  we  mav  not  now  refer  to 
some  other  treaty  capable  of  shedding  light  on 
the  points  in  question.  In  fine,  I  consider  it  as 
a  point  fully  demonstrated  and  indisputable,  that 
Spain  retroceded  Louisiana  to  France  only  as  she 
had  received  it  from  her,  and  as  she  then  pos- 
sessed it,  without  any  connexion  whatever  with 
Florida. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  the  plain  and  decisive 
clauses  of  the  treaty  of  1800  can  be  susceptible  of 
any  other  interpretation  which  is  in  perfect  ac- 
cord with  the  tenor  of  the  royal  cedula  issued  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  at  j^rcelona.  on  the  I5th 
of  October,  1802,  for  the  purpose  or  completing 
and  carrjring  into  effect  the  act  of  the  retrocession 
of  Louisiana.  His  Catholic  Majesty  therein  de- 
clares that  he  has  retroceded  Louisiana,  and  gives 
orders  for  its  delivery,  with  the  same  extent  it  now 
has,  and  that  it  had  under  the  dominion  of  France, 
when  ceded  by  that  Power  to  his  Royal  Crown. 
Tou  are  aware,  air.  that  it  was  by  virtue  of  the 
royal  cedula  that  tne  retrocession  of  the  said  pro* 
vince  took  place,  and  that  it  is  a  document  r^u- 
lating  and  explanatorv  of  the  contract  passed  at 
St.  Ildefonso.  As  such  was  it  received  by  France, 
who,  on  taking  possession  of  Louisiana  in  virtue 
of  the  said  royal  cedula,  and  in  conformity  there- 
to, never  exacted  or  pretended  to  anything  more. 

In  consideration,  therefore,  of  treaties,  docu- 
ments, and  acts  of  so  solemn  a  nature,  which 
decide  the  question  with  the  greatest  precision 
and  clearness,  no  room  is  left  for  personal  doubis 
or  individual  opinions. 

I  now  pass,  sir,  to  your  observations  on  the 
question  of  the  western  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 

I  have  before  said,  and  now  repeat  it  to  you, 
that  the  King,  my  master,  glories  ia  the  religious 
observance  of  all  existing  treaties  between  Spain 
and  other  Powers,  and  sincerely  desires  that,  in 
conformity  with  them,  and  the  inviolable  prioci^ 
pies  of  general  justice  and  public  good  faith,  the 
limits  which  separate  or  ought  to  separate  Loui- 
siana from  the  provinces  and  territories  possessed 
by  His  Majesty  to  the  westward  thereof  should 
be  carefully  examined,  investigated,  and  deter- 


mined. He  has  proposed  as  a  basis  of  this  inquiry 
the  iUipo$gidetiM^  or  state  of  possession  by  Prance 
when  sue  ceded  liouisiana  to  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
and  has  moreover  admitted  in  the  basis  all  that 
Spain  delivered  to  France,  as  incorporated  in 
Louisiana,  and  all  that  was  stipulated  m  favor  of 
the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  17d5.  I  con- 
ceive there  can  be  no  other  basis  of  an  examina- 
tion, investigation,  and  final  dentarcatioa  of  the 
said  boundaries,  if  we  are  to  regulate  them  agree- 
ably to  public  treaties,  and  the  solemn  principles 
of  justice  and  good  faith.  This  basis  beio^  ad- 
mitted, such  as  I  propose  it,  all  the  equivocal  ex- 
pressioos  and  interminable  disputes  to  whicli  the 
contradictory  narratives  of  the  early  French  mis- 
sionaries and  settlers  who  penetrated  into  this 
part  of  America  have  opened  so  wide  a  field, 
would  at  once  be  put  an  end  to.  In  fact  I  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  such  narratives  are  enti- 
tled to  a  place  either  in 'diplomacy  or  in  sound 
criticism. 

In  my  note  on  the  question  of  the  western  lim- 
its of  Louisiana,  I  likewise  touched  on  the  prin- 
cipal facts,  data,  and  grounds  on  which  the  noto- 
rious right  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the  territories 
in  dispute  is  founded.     These  facts,  data,  and 

? [rounds,  do  not  receive  their  credit  or  support 
irom  the  tales  or  narratives  of  travellers^  mission- 
aries, or  adventurers  who  may  have  made  excur- 
sions in  America,  nor  from  the  memoirs  or  writ- 
ings which  have  since  been  published,  and  are 
merely  copies  of  these  narratives  and  marreilotts 
tales. 

They  receive  their  credit  and  support  from  ci- 
ties and  documents  of  the  most  unexceptionable 
character,  as  will  be  shown  in  due  time,  haviDf 
confined  myself  to  indicating  them  to  you,  and 
conceived  that  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
accompany  my  notes  with  the  volimies  of  books, 
papers,  and  documents,  extant  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause that  would  have  been  too  troublesome,  and 
because  the  Crown  of  Spain  being  from  time 
iminemorial  in  possession  of  the  territories  to 
which  your  Government  forms  pretensions,  that 
fact  alone  was  sufficient  to  resist  them,  seeing 
that  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  no  docu- 
ments or  titles  were  exhibited  which  conld  sup- 
port their  right  to  the  territories  in  question.  Let 
us  see,  then,  on  what  your  Government  founds 
these  pretensions,  and  how  they  are  supported  bj 
vou  in  your  note  of  the  12th  instanu  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  data  stated  by  you,  and  on  which 
you  sajr  the  United  States  found  their  claims: 

1.  The  discovery  of  the  Mississippi  from  near 
its  source  to  the  ocean  by  the  French  from  Can- 
ada, in  1683. 

2.  The  possession  taken,  and  establishment 
made  by  La  Salle,  at  the  bay  of  Sl  Bernard, 
west  of  the  rivers  Trinity  and  Colorado,  by  an- 
thority  from  Louis  XIV.,  in  1685. 

3.  The  charter  from  Louis  XIY.  to  CroxaL  in 
1712. 

4.  The  historical  authority  of  Du  Piatz  «.ad 
Champigny,  and  of  the  Count  de  Yergeanes. 

5.  The  geographical  authority  of  De  Ltisle's 
map.  and  especially  that  of  the  map  of  Don  Thos. 
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Lopez,  ffeoffrapher  to  the  Kioff  of  SptiD,  pab- 
lished  10  1764,  [1762.] 

Such  are  the  data  or  grounds  alleged  by  you 
in  support  of  the  pretensions  of  your  Goyern- 
ment,  and  to  refute  what  I  hare  advanced  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  Spain. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer  each  one  of  these  data, 
or  grounds,  by  reproducing  those  which  I  urged 
in  my  former  note,  and  presenting  them  in  their 
aspect  and  true  light. 

As  to  the  first,  I  maintain  that  long  before 
Joliet,  Marquette,  and  Hennepin,  or  any  other 
Frenchman,  had  penetrated  from  Canada  as  far 
as  tbe  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  the 
Spaniards  had  diseovered  and  explored  both  those 
rivers  in  different  and  repeated  expeditions  which 
took  place  from  the  time  that. Juan  Ponce  de 
Leon  discovered  the  coast  and  country  of  Flori- 
da, and  took  possession  of  them  in  the  name  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  in  1512.  These  expeditions 
were  not,  as  you  say,  made  by  travellers,  but  by 
Spanish  commanders,  acting  under  the  orders 
ind  aothority  of  their  Government,  and  with 
ressels,  troops^  artillery,  and  other  means  neces- 
sary for  carrying  their  enterprises  into  execution, 
Consequently  it  is  of  little  consequence  that  Jo- 
iti,  Marquette,  and  Hennepin,  or  others,  may 
lave  traversed  the  country  from  Canada,  and 
aet  with  rivers  and  territories  which,  many 
^ears  before,  had  already  been  discovered  by 
Spaniards,  and  included  in  the  dominions  of  the 
lonarchy.  What  armies  did  Joliet,  Marquette, 
ad  Hennepin,  take  with  them  to  dispute  this 
ountry  and  its  rivers  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  ? 
^bat  settlements  did  they  found  and  maintain 
here?  Such  excursions  as  these  neither  give 
tor  could  ^ive  France  any  right  to  those  rivers 
iDd  countries,  nor  could  she  have  any  secure  do- 
Dinion  over  the  soil,  if  we  admit  the  principle 
hat  such  invasions  confer  the  right  of  property 
tn  the  nation  to  which  the  individuals  making 
hem  happen  to  belong. 

Nor  is  the  argument  deduced  bv  you  from  tbe 
expedition  undertaken  by  La  Salle  more  fortu- 
late.  It  is  the  second  ot  the  grounds  on  which 
'oor  Government  founds  its  claims.  I  also  main- 
ain  that  La  Salle  never  made  but  one  excursion 
ato  the  country  already  known  to  the  Spaniards, 
nd  incorporated  in  the  dominions  of  the  monar- 
hy.  There  exists  sufficient  documents  and  tes- 
Imony  to  prove  that  the  Spaniards  had  entered 
he  bay  of  St.  Bernard  long  before,  and  had  taken 
tossession  of  it  and  of  the  whole  countrv  on  the 
ioast  and  into  the  interior.  The  fort  built  by  La 
Salle  for  his  defence  against  the  Indians  could 
:onfer  no  right  on  France  to  that  bay.  or  to  that 
:ountry ;  and  it  is  a  certain  fact  that  tne  Viceroy 
)f  New  Spain,  on  receivingadvice  of  this  incursion, 
immediately  despatched  a  force;  they  had  beennn- 
fortanatej  they  no  longer  existed ;  and  the  expe«' 
lition  sent  from  New  Mexico  met  with  nothing 
more  than  the  shattered  fragments  of  one  of  their 
vessels  at  tbe  entrance  of  the  bay.  More  effectual 
measures  were  afterwards  adopted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  for  the  defence  of  th«  coast  and 
preservation  of  the  interior  of  the  country ;  so 


that  there  is  no  recollection,  even  in  the  narra- 
tives and  wonderful  romances  of  the  early  French 
settlers  and  travellers,  of  any  individual  of  that 
nation  having  afterwards  made  the  smallest  at- 
tempt against  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard. 

The  third  ground  cited  by  you  is  the  famous 
charter  granted  by  Louis  XlV.  to  M.  Crozat.  A 
wretched  document,  indeed  !    It  may  in  truth  be 
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unknown  seas  and  lands  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. By  what  authority  could  Louis  XIV.  be- 
stow on  Crozat  the  territories  and  rivers  discov- 
ered and  possessed  by  Spain  in  that  part  of  the 
new  world  ?  From  everythin|[  that  appears,  it  is 
plain  that  they  who  granted  this  cession  or  char- 
ter in  the  name  of  Louis  XIV.,  had  no  knowledp;e 
nor  any  exact  idea  of  the  situation,  extent,  or  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  they  were  speaking 
of.  They  were  equally  ignorant  of  the  extent  of 
the  acquisitions  and  dominions  of  Spain  in  that 
part  of  America,  and  proceeded  under  the  impres- 
sion of  the  tales  and  flattering  narratives  or  the 
early  French  explorers,  and  principally  that  col- 
lected by  the  missionary  Hennepin  from  his  own 
imagination,  published  at  Paris^nd  dedicated  to  ^ 
Colbert,  or,  it  may  be,  to  Louis  AlV.  The  Span- 
ish Government  always  viewed  this  ffrant  with 
contempt,  and  went  on  in  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  those  dominions,  extending  their  settle- 
ments as  circumstances  permitted,  and  founding 
towns  and  forts  as  they  found  it  convenient.  It 
always  opposed  the  invasions  and  incursions  of 
the  French,  and  I  cahnot  conceive  how  the  royal 
orders  issued  by  Philip  II.,  which  you  term  san- 

fninaryf  or  those  successively  issued  by  other 
panish  monarchs  to  preserve  and  defend  their 
dominions  by  expelling  the  foreigners  who  at- 
tempted to  invade  them,  can  be  called  sanguinary 
acts.  The  fact  is,  that  these  royal  orders  were 
duly  carried  into  execution ;  whereas  the  grant, 
so  much  cried  up,  remained  a  dead  letter. 

In  my  letter  of  January  last,  I  stated  to  you  the 
manner  in  which  the  French  got  a  footing  in  the 
bay  of  Biloxi,  and  afterwards  spread  themselves 
on  the  lower  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  by  the 
permission  or  toleration  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. It  is,  therefore,  superfluous  to  dwell  loifger 
on  this  point. 

4th.  As  to  what  regards  the  fourth  ground 
which  you  have  adduced,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive how  it  can  answer  the  purpose  intenaed. 
Whatever  authority  Du  Pratz,  Champigny,  and 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  may  be  entitled  to  in 
matters  of  history^  it  is  unquestionable  that  all 
they  wrote  on  Louisiana  and  countries  adjacent 
was  taken  from  the  incorrect,  exaggerated,  and 
marvellous  narratives  of  the  early  French  travel- 
lers, explorers,  and  settlers;  and  it  is  no  less  so 
that  their  assertions  or  notions  are  contradicted 
by  facts  and  truths  of  the  most  decided  authen- 
ticity and  notoriety. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  laid  down  by  the 
most  respectable  Spanish  historians  and  chroni- 
clers of  those  early  times,  and  by  subsequent  wn- 
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ten,  there  exist  aaezceptioaabie  acts,  dcs^tchesy 
•nd  docaments,  transmitted  by  the  Council  of  the 
Indies  in  Spain  to  the  tribunals,  seeretaries,  offi- 
cers, and  others  in  Blexico,  as  well  as  to  those  in 
other  parts,  and  also  to  several  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  which  prove  the  facu  I  have  pointed  out 
to  yon  in  my  aforesaid  note  qf  the  5th  of  Januarj 
last.  Nor  are  there  wanting  documents  and  proofs 
to  be  found  in  diflferent  writings  and  memoirs  by 
foreigners,  corroborating  the  certainty  of  the  same 
facts,  and  completeiv  confuting  and  destroying  the 
idle  tales  and  fanciful  description  which  the  mis- 
sionary Hennepin  has  foisted  into  his  memoir 
dedicated  to  the  French  Governmenu  Nothing 
is  to  be  found  in  the  famous  grant  of  Louis  XI Y., 
in  the  writin^js  of  Du  Pratz  and  Champigny,  or 
in  the  memoir  of  the  Count  de  Yergennes,  in- 
voked by  you  in  support  of  the  pretensions  of 
your  Government  which  is  not  a  multiplied 
repetition  of  what  has  been  imagined  and  written 
by  that  French  missionary.  These  tales  and  flat- 
tering descriptions  pass  from  mouth  to  mouth 
among  the  adventurers,  traders,  and  settlers  from 
Canada  to  Bilozi;  and  as  that  nation  has  an 
itch  for  writing  and  publishing  everything  that 
flatters  the  imagination,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
we  find  the  same  wanderings,  fables,  or  errors  in 
many  writings  published  by  them.  But  you  are 
sensible,  sir,  that  tales  and  narratives  of  this  de- 
scription are  inadmissible^  both  in  diplomacy  and 
sound  criticism,  which  will  only  admit  unexcep- 
tionable titles  and  legal  documents.  The  same 
lemsrk  will  apply  to  what  was  written  by  the 
Chevalier  Tonti,  cited  by  you  as  a  decisive  and 
incontestable  proof  of  vour  assertions.  Although 
the  facts  or  tnings  referred  to  in  it  were  admit- 
ted, they  would  prove  nothing  in  favor  of  their 
intended  application,  nor  in  the  least  weaken  the 
force  of  antecedent  titles  and  facts,  on  which  the 
Spanish  Government  found  their  resistance  to 
the  unbounded  and  absolute  pretensions  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

I  proceed  to  the  fiAh  ground  advanced  bjr  vou— 
^  the  geographical  authority  of  Mr.  De  Lisle  and 
of  Don  Thomas  Lopez."  I  think  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Mr.  De  Lule  framed  his  map  on 
the  same  erroneous  data  and  fabulous  description 
I  have  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  Don  Thomas  Lopez^ 
wholly  uninformed  respecting  the  country  he 
wished  to  delineate  on  his  map,  copied  from  that 
of  Mr.  De  Lisle  all  the  errors  remarked  in  it;  and 
the  same  happened,  with  little  variation,  to  Don 
Antonio  Alcedo.  You  cannot  but  have  noticed, 
sir,  the  numerous  errors,  ambiguities,  and  ex- 
travagances, which  are  to  be  found  in  the  works 
of  a  multitude  of  geographers  ^nd  writers  who 
treat  of  subjects  they  have  never  seen,  or  taken 
the  pains  to  veri^  with  critical  exactness.  The 
circumstance  of  Don  Thomas  Lopez  having  been 
Geographer  to  the  King  of  Spain  neither  adds  nor 

fives  any  authority  to  his  map,  because  he  neither 
rew  it  up  nor  published  it  under  the  authority 
or  by  order  of  His  Majesty's  Government;  and 
the  errors  into  which  he  or  Aleedo  may  have 
fallenf  do  not,  nor  can  they  in  the  least,  prejudice  J 


the  rights  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  or  change  the 
nature  of  things,  or  the  positive  certaii&t|r  oTfacts. 
In  opposition  to  the  errors  of  that  Spanish  geog" 
rapher,  to  those  of  Aleedo,  and  of  the  Frenchman 
De  Lisle,  from  whom  thev  copied  theen,  we  have 
the  testimony,  in  everything  substantial,  of  ail 
the  maps  and  charts  that  have  been  pubUs^ed 
from  the  most  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  conformably  to  the  treaties  concluded  be- 
tween those  Powers  which  possess  or  did  possess 
dominions  in  that  part  of  America.  Among  the 
French  themselves,  you  may  examine  tiie  maps 
of  D'Anville,  Janvier,  Bonne,  and  others;  like- 
wise that  published  at  London  in  1757^  bv  Sman- 
uel  Bo  wen.  Geographer  to  His  Britannic  Majesty ; 
that  published  at  London  by  Carrington  Bowles, 
according  to  the  observations  of  therLoyat  Acad- 
emy of  &iences;  the  American  Atlas,  or  gepgra^ 
phical  description  of  the  whole  Ajnerican  conti- 
nent, according  to  the  observations  and  researches 
of  Mjajor  Holland,  Lewis  Sevang  [EvanaJJoliaa 
ScuU,  &C.,  published  at  London  in  1778w  1^ 
Thomas  Jeffreys,  Geographer  to  the  Klng^  and 
others;  the  large  map  of  New  Spain,  and  conn- 
tries  bordering  on  it,  published  dt  Baroo  Hum- 
boldt; and  the  map  published  by  I.  B.  Piersoa  in 
1811,  from  the  former. 

I  might  cite  many  others,  not  oolj  by  Spanish 
geographers,  but  also  by  foreigners;  bat  1  deem  ic 
superfluous,  under  a  thorough  coDTiction  that 
nothing  can  be  found  in  opposition  to  the  data 
and  grounds  I  have  advanced,  but  what  appesn 
in  writings  and  maps  composed  at  pleasure,  aad 
wholly  incompatible  with  public  treaties,  mad  the 
most  notorious  and  undeniable  facts  and  truths. 

The  observations  I  have  just  made  appear  to 
me  sufficient  to  destroy  the  weight  of  the  data 
you  have  laid  down  as  forming  the  grounds  of 
the  pretensions  of  your  Government,  f  am  a  ware 
that  thev  have  been  already  advanced,  as  you 
remarlL  by  Messrs.  Pinckney  and  Monroe,  at  the 
time  of  the  discussion  at  Aranjuez;  but  as  they 
were  then  completely  refuted,  I  did  not  suppose 
they  would  be  again  brought  forward.  I  have, 
indeed,  seen  the  same  data  referred  to  in  several 
writings  published  in  this  country  since  ibe  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States,  and 
maps  formed  here  on  bases  assumed  by  those 
formeriy  published,  abounding  in  errors  and  un* 
supported  positions;  but  I  did  not,  nor  do  I,  con- 
ceive that  tney  can  have  the  smallest  weight  when 
opposed  by  facts  and  the  principles.most  respected 
among  nations. 

Yon  state  that  the  United  States  can  cite  to 
me  the  geographical  work,  published  at  London 
in  1712,  [1717J  entitled  Atlas  Geographicus;  the 
British  map,  published  in  1755,  byBowen;  the 
narratives,  published  at  Paris,  of  Hennepin,  in 
1683;  of  Tonti,  in  1697;  and  of  Joulet,  [JooteLI 
in  1713;  the  letter  from  Colonel  La  Marpe  to 
Don  Martin  de  Alarconne,  of  6th  [8th3  Jo/y, 
1719;  the  order  from  the  French  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  Bienville,  to  La  Harpe,  of  10th  Aogost, 
1721;  and.  finally,  the  geographical  work  of  Oon 
Antonia  Aleedo,  and  the  map  of  Don  Thomas 
Lopez.    It  IS  very  certain  that  the  United  Butes 
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zuiy  etie  the8«  wiitiogs  aad  mapty  and  many 
)thers,  founded  upon  the  data  above  alluded  to; 
)ut  it  m  no  leaa  eextaio  that  suck  writings  and 
naps  ajre  wholly  undeserfing  of  credit,  being 
bonded  oa  narretives  void  of  truthi  or  on  the 
Qost  doubtful  ideal,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
Kiblic  iacts  aod  the  mosit  solemn  treaties,  and 
ompletely  disproved  by  the  authentic  and  ua- 
uestiona6le  history  of  the  Spanish  discoveries 
nd  settlementfl^  at  well  as  by  an  immense  nnm- 
er  of  docomenta,  beyond  the  re^h  of  conMadic- 
ioo,  which  prove  my  asserliott.  I  am  perfectly 
ware  of  the  attempts  of  the  French  to  encrosca 
D  the  Spanish  dominions  when  they  were  in 
•oaisiana,  and  to  give  a  color  to  their  pretensions 
J  recurring  to  the  vague  expressions  of  Louis 
dV^  and  the  romances  of  HenaQpin  and  others. 
ui  which  were  never  formaUy  urged  or  si^tained 

Lhis  Qoveromeot,  and  were  alvays  treated  aa 
urd  by  Spainu    the  wish  of  the  French  specu" 
uors,  traders,  and  settlers,  to  spread  themselves 
I  the  territories  of  the  Grown  of  SpaiUi  and 
ouutries  bordering  on  them,  and  nuike  iacur- 
oos  into  thoeo  territories,  has  nothing  wonderfiU 
\  it;  becausa^  the  greater  part  of  tbose  tarrito- 
»  being  de^rt,  and  the  F^nch  being  Uieft 
tclusiveii^  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  t|ie 
lississippi^   it  was  quite  naturaf  for  them  to 
saetrate  into  the  adjacent  oountriea.  for  the 
irpose  of  uading  with  the  Indians,  as  it  was  for 
em  to  wish  to  establish  poets  or  settlements  for 
e  benefii  of  their  trade.    But  this,  assuredly, 
IS  no  conaexioa  with  the  right  you  state  they 
tquired  to  the  whole  of  the  immense  country 
uending  to  the  river  Brava 
The  fact,  which  neither  can  nor  does  admit  a 
oubt,  is,  that  Spain  has  consuntly  been  the  mis- 
ess  and  |>069e9sor  of  that  country,  and  of  all 
19  territories  bow  contended  for  by  the  United 
'tates,  during  the  whole  period  that  Louisiana 
ras  held  by  France^  and  much  earlier,  with  the 
Kcepiion  of  the  points  and  districU  which  have 
eeo  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States., 
be  French  themselves  aever  carried  their  pre* 
sosioDs  beyond  the  space  comprehended  between 
tie  left  bank  of  the  Bio  RoiO)  (Red  River,)  as 
it  as  the  point  of  Natcbitoohes,  the  bank  of  the 
Mssissippi,  the  ad^eent  coaat^  where  the  river 
^^icnt,  or  Caleuia,  empties  into  the  gulf,  and 
^e  left  bank  or  that  river,  which  was  always 
rasidered  the  bonndaiy,  to  its  sou/ce,  between 
he  Spanish  proviace  of  Texas  and  French 
Louisiana;  and  this  is  the  reason  why  France 
Kver  made  the  smallest  opposition  to  the  build- 
Bg  of  the  three  presidios  or  ferts^  Nacogdoches^ 
^rcsquezac,  and  San  Miguel  de  los  Adaes^  by 
Spain.    How,  then,  could  it  be  contended  that, 
A  the  face  of  facts  so  undeniable,  of  titles  of  pro* 
l^ity  of  the  moat  f^enuine  character,  and  of  un- 
'i^tertapted  possession  from  time  immemorial,  the 
ragae  pretensions  of  the  French  should  be  enti- 
tled to  «ay  weight,  sinoe  they  have  no  other 
tOQndatjon  than  the  incorrect,  contradictory,  and 
atattrd  narratives  of  the  early  travellers,  explorers, 
aod  traders  of  that  nation,  who  made  momenUry  I 
«zcunions  from  Canada  and  the  bay  of  Btloxi  I 


lato  thai  vast  country  ?  I  shall  now  prestMt  the 
data  extracted  by  you  from  my  note  of  the  5th 
January  last  in  their  genuine  sense  and  trae 
aspect. 

1.  Discovery  of  the  Mississippi,  of  the  Arkan« 
n^  and  of  the  Rio  Nq^ro  to  iu  source,  by  the 
Spaniards,  under  Don  Alonzo  de  Soto,  in  1541* 
Discovery  of  Florida,  and  possession  taken  of  the 
eastern  part  thereof  by  the  Spaniards,  under  Doa 
Juan  Ponoe  de  Leon,  in  151d.  Continuation  of 
discoveries  and  settlemenu  in  Florida  by  the 
Spaniards,  in  1525,  under  VMquez  de  Ay  lion:  in 
1527,  under  Panfilo  de  Narvaes;  in  1538,  ondec 
Adelantado  Hernando  de  Soto;  and  successively 
by  the  Spanish  goveroois  of  that  province^  which 
men  comprehended  the  whole  country  from  the 
Brio  de  las  Palmas,  which  is  the  boundary  of 
Panuco,  to  latitude  48^,  extending  more  than 
SIX  hundred  leagues,  and  crossing  the  Missiaiippi; 
the  whole  being  carried  on  by  means  of  regular 
expediuons,  composed  of  vesasls,  troops,  artiUery, 
and  every  requisite  for  carrying  them  into  ase*- 
qution. 

H  2.  Dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  over  the 
<  whole  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  rut 
regions  in  the  imierior  of  Florida  and  Mexieak 
from  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century;  the 
Kingdoms  of  Leon  aod  Santander,  founded  in 
1579  and  following  years;  the  Kingdom  of  New 
Mexico,  founded  in  1595;  the  proviace  of  Coha* 
guila,  a  few  years  afterw^ards;  aad  thai  of  Texas, 
after  16(90. 

3.  Successive  increase  by  Spain  of  saltiemenl^ 
towns,  and  forts,  at  the  places  judged  most  suite* 
blc^  in  the  interior  provinces  of  Mexico  and  ia 
Floridaj  she  remaining  in  possession  of  the  whole 
coast,  aad  defending  it,  as  often  as  occasion  re» 
quired,  against  the  invasion  or  incuiaioas  of  foi^ 
eigners,  down  to  the  latter  times. 

In  support  of  these  data,  thetfe  is  alleged^  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  a  notorious  and  indisputable 
right  of  first  discovery  and  first  occupation  or 
conquest,  and  that  of  uninterrupted  possession  to 
the  present  time,  which  refer  to  a  long  course  of 
pubuc  facts  and  authentic  documents,  and  by 
which  they  are  identified  and  proved,  on  the 
behest  testimony  of  which  human  events  ai« 
susceptible.    And  what  has  been  replied  to  all 
this,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Ministers  at  the 
Court  of  Spain?    Thev  threw  themselves  back, 
if  I  may  say  sc^  uooa  the  same  data  and  allega- 
tiQOs  which  they  bad  at  first  advanced,  and  are 
now  again  brought  fpripiard  by  yoWi  without  pro- 
ducing any  additional  iacts  ihut  ceo  stieDgthea 
your  pretensions-^tlM^lamousgraqt  of  LouisXlY. 
to  Crozat;  the  tran^i«ni  iacursioas,  er>  if  you  are 
pleased  to  call  them  ^  tbe  formal  expeditions  of 
Bernard  de  la  8all^«  sMue  poiat  or  another  occu- 
pied by  the  French,  ^k  distinct  periods,  on  the 
coast  of  Florida  aad  ^  the  lower  shores  of  the 
Mississippi;  the  post  th^y  were  permitted  to  hold 
in  Illinois;  aod  those  they  also  obtained  in  the 
immediate  neighborhqod  of  the  Rio  Roxo  (Red 
River)  and  the  Ark«ko«^S|    That  is  all;  aod  that 
is  considered  sufficieiat  vo  confer  on  France  the 
right  of  property  to  tb«  whole  extent  of  those 
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imtDense  territories,  and  to  dispossess  Sptin  of 
the  ancient  possession  and  dominion  oyer  them ! 
I  am  at  a  Iom  to  conceive  on  what  this  mode  of 
reasoning  can  be  founded. 

The  grant  of  Loois  neither  has  nor  can  have 
any  ralae,  no  more  than  any  other  grant  issued 
by  another  monarch  or  gorernment,  in  like  cases, 
eould  be  valid,  if  the  countries  thus  disposed  of 
were  not  in  possession  of  Louis  XI Y.,  or  ir  France 
had  no  well-founded  right  to  them.  Now,  then, 
the  countries  to  which  your  Government  forms 
pretensions,  westward  of  the  present  Louisiana  to 
the  Rio  Bravo,  were  never  in  the  possession  of 
Louis  XIV.,  nor  of  any  other  monarch  of  France, 
as  yon  will  certainly  admit.  As  to  which  forms 
the  point  of  right,  I  know  of  nothing  on  which 
Louis  XIV.  could  have  founded  it  but  the  incur- 
sions of  La  Salle,  and  those  of  some  trader  or 
missionary. 

I  wish  not  to  rob  La  Salle  of  the  glory  you  are 
disposed  to  allow  him  for  his  brilliant  enterprises 
ana  sublime  philanthropy.    But  what  I  have 
alleged,  and  can  prove  by  the  fullest  evidence  of 
which  facts  of  this  nature  are  susceptible,  is,  that 
La  Salle  did  nothing  more  than  traverse  from 
Frontenac  to  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi,  through 
territories  which,  although  included  in  the  domm- 
ions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  were  still  desert,  and 
without  forts  or  garrisons  to  check  the  incursions 
of  that  French  adventurer;  that  nothing  resulted 
from  them.    The  fort  of  Crdvecceur,  which  was 
necessary  for  his  protection  against  the  Indians, 
was  immediately  destroyed  by  them;  and  that 
said  to  have  been  left  under  the  command  of 
Ribaut  was  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  who, 
headed  by  Governor  Melendez.  attacked  it  with- 
out loss  of  time,  and  made  prisoners  of  Ribaut 
and  his  whole  party.    The  same  happened  in  the 
case  of  the  unforiunate  shipwreck  of  La  Salle  on 
the  coast  of  the  province  of  Texas.    He  was  en- 
abled to  save  himself  by  landing  at  the  bay  of  St. 
Bernard;  and,  flving  from  the  Indians,  proceeded 
upwards  by  the  oanis  of  the  Trinidad  river.    He 
then  raised  n  redoubt  or  fort  to  defend  himself 
against  their  attack,  and,  leaving  several  of  his 
party  there,  he  advanced  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  fell  a  victim  of  assassination.    The 
Indians  immediately  demolished  the  fort,  and 
barbarously  sacrificed  the  few  French  in  it  who 
had  not  been  able  to  make  their  escape.    An 
expedition  was  despatched  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Mexico^  with  a  competent  force,  to  repel  La 
Salle's  invasion,  the  moment  he  received  notice 
of  it.    This  expedition  advanced  a  great  distance 
into  the  country,  and  descended  as  low  as  the 
bay  of  St.  Bernard,  as  I  have  already  said,  but 
met  no  Frenchmen,  or  other  foreigners.    From 
that  time  the  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
to  that  whole  coast,  and  all  the  territories  of  that 
province,  was  preserved  with  perfect  tranquillity; 
and  towns  were  quickly  founded,  and  forts  built 
wherever  they  appeared  necessary  for  defence. 
Can  there  be  a  reason,  then,  for  attributioff  to  the 
French  a  right  to  that  whole  coast,  and  those 
extensive  territories,  from  the  simple  occurrence 
of  these  momentary  ineuniona,  or,  it  may  be^ 


expeditions,  which  miscarried  withooc  effecting 
anvthinff? 

I  declare,  too,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  derogmt^ 
from  the  veneration  and  confidence  with  which 
voo  consider  Father  Hennepin.  But  I  can  never 
believe  the  fabulous  tales  and  fictions  which 
abound  in  his  narrative  dedicated  to  Colbert. 
We  may  judge  of  the  confidence  it  deserves  from 
the  following  tales : 

1.  His  descent  from  the  month  of  the  IlliDois 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  (a  disanee 
of  more  than  1,350  American  miles}  in  seventeen 
days,  passing  the  nights  on  shore,  and  delaying  s 
considerable  time  among  the  Indians;,  and  io 
search  of  provisions. 

2.  He  and  two  others.  In  a  canoe,  stemming 
the  current  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  mouth  of 
that  river  to  the  Illinois  m  twenty  days.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  cite  the  other  absardities  and 
fables  scattered  throughout  his  narrative,  and  I 
shall  content  myself  with  reminding  yon  that,  on 
the  testimony  of  the  Swedish  natuimlisi  Kabo, 
the  opinion  entertained  of  Hennepin,  in  Canada, 
is  expressed  in  the  following  words:  '^Tfae  name 
of  honor  they  give  him  there  is  the  great  ltar\ 
he  writes  of  what  he  saw  in  places  what  he  never 
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wa». 

In  fine,  I  think  it  easy  to  prove  that  all  which 
of  right  belongs  to  the  United  States  is  Louisiana 
such  as  it  was  cedi^  and  delivered  to  Spain  by 
the  Government  of  France^  with  the  addition  of 
those  points  and  districts  with  which  Spain  retro- 
ceded  it  to  France,  and  of  snch  as,  by  poblie 
treaties,  were  annexed  to  it  in  favor  of  the  United 
Sutes.  I  go  farther:  although  France  might 
have  an  unquestionable  right  to  other  points  and 
districts  eastward  and  westward  of  that  province, 
(which  is  not  admitted.)  she  lost  it  from  the  mo- 
ment she  ceded  and  delivered  to  Rngland  all  she 
possessed  in  Florida,  and  to  the  left  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  exception  of  the  city  and  island 
of  New  Orleans.  By  this  cession  and  delivery, 
all  the  rights  whatsoever  which  France  conld 
have  beyond  the  delta  of  Looisiana  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Crown  of  England:  and  as  Spain 
only  retroceded  to  France  what  she  had  received 
from  her,  to  nothing  more  could  France  have  i 
right  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1800.  Whatever 
abstract  reasoning  or  subtle  ammento  may  be 
resorted  to,  it  will  be  impoasible  to  prove  any- 
thing else,  because  it  is  impossible  now  to  alter 
or  amend  the  treaty,  or  to  claim  that  which  is 
not  stipulated  f n  it.  I,  therefore,  have  said,  and 
I  now  repeat,  that,  to  terminate  this  controversy, 
nothing  is  more  just  and  natonl  thaa  to  recur 
to  the  period  when  France  completed  the  cession 
and  delivery  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  to  establish 
what  France  then  ceded  to  Spain,  and  what  she 
retroceded  and  delivered  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
St.  Udefonso.  These  prdiminary  pointa  being 
determined,  and  the  bases  laid  down  which  are 
their  natural  consequences,  the  sobeeaaent  ar- 
ransements  will  be  attendea  with  no  dimenlty. 

The  Government  of  Spain  is  prepared  to  pro- 
duce all  the  titles  and  documents  which  I  have 
cited,  and  many  others  I  did  not  hitherto  cite 
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jadffifig  it  gangciwtry.  It  it  tlw  tazLoatwiili 
of  toe  Spanish  QoTernmeac  that  a  sattable  op» 
portuohy  may  be  afforded  to  tc  for  ttie  prodoclioa 
of  those  tiUes  and  doeoments,  that  they  may  be 
compared  and  eoafrooied  with  those  which  may 
be  prodaced  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  (for 
Ifitnerto  they  hare  been  merely  referred  to,)  as 
neither  the  state  of  the  discassioa,  nor  what  has 
been  adraaetd  by  the  United  States,  has  permit** 
ted  or  required  anything  further. 

I  cannot  pass  o?er,  withont  remark,  yoar  ob- 
servatioBs  tending  to  prore  a  contradiction  be- 
tween Don  Pedro  Cevallos  and  what  I  hare  laid 
down.  Yoo  state  therein  that  I  hare  said  that 
the  boundaries  of  Loaisiaaa  were  most  notorioos 
ind  acknowledged  by  France;  aad  that  I  flaally 
sondude  by  admitting  that  those  same  boandartes 
bare  never  been  fixed  or  agreed  on.  That  which 
las  been  said  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  and  by  me, 
ind  which  dan  admit  of  no  doabt,  is,  that  the 
western  boandaries  of  Louisiana  have  always 
been  netorioaaand  acknowledged  between  Spain 
ind  France;  from  the  ocean  by  a  line  drawn  be* 
;weett  the  riyers  Mermento  and  Caleasia,  runninji 
>y  Arroyo  Hondo^  between  the  Adaesand  Nstchi* 
oches,  crossing  the  Rio  Rozo,  (Red  River,^  and 
ucendingtowards  the  north.  It  is  the  boundaries 
letweeo  French  Louisiana  and  the  Spanish  poa- 
essions  after  that  line  has  crossed  Rio  Rozo, 
Red  Rirer,)  which  have  never  been  fixed,  and  it 
I  proper  not  to  confound  one  thing  with  another. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
his  same  divisional  line  between  the  poesessioos 
f  Spain  and  Fraocif  has  not  been  fixed  bv  any 
reaty  between  the  two  Powers,  but  has  always 
«en  considered  as  such  from  the  tim^  that  the 
Prench  established  themselves  on  the  right  baak 
}( the  Mississippi  until  they  ceded  and  delivered 
hat  province  (that  is  to  say,  the  delta  of  Louisi- 
tna)  to  Spain;  the  said  divisional  line  from  the 
wean  to  the  point  I  have  shown  having  at  all 
imes  been  notorious  and  acknowledged,  both  by 
he  authorities  aad  inhabitants  of  each  of  the 
lerritortes,  respectively.  I  can,  therefore,  dis*> 
sorer  ncrthlng  contradictorv  in  what  was  ad* 
ranced  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  and  myself  in  the 
lote  referred  to  by  you,  and  only  see  in  our 
u»eriions  a  truth  of  roots  which  it  is  impossiUe 
0  deny.  ladeed,  I  do  not  comprehend  what 
olid  reason  there  could  be  to  combat  this  truth ; 
tnd  the  only  matter  susceptible  of  discuasion  is 
ihat  which  refers  to  the  points  that  it  may  be 
just  to  examine,  fix,  and  establish  for  the  contino* 
stioo  o£  the  line  northward  after  it  has  crossed 
the  Rio  Roxo  (Red  River.)  All  this  may  be 
easily  adjusted  il,  as  I  have  before  said,  the  basis 
be  admitted  which  I  have  proposed,  and  that  is, 
to  recur  to  the  state  of  possession  of  France  when 
she  completed  the  cession  and  delivery  of  Louisi* 
ana  to  Spain.  I  remark,  however,  that  what  you 
have  communicated  is  opposed  to  this,  namely, 
that  the  United  States  will  no  longer  entertain  a 
discussion  relating  to  the  territories  included  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana.  If  this  were  the  only 
dii&caity,  I  do  not  doubt,  knowing  as  I  do  the 
desire  of  the  King  to  do  whatever  might  be  ae- 
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oeptable  to  the  United  Sutes  as  far  it  may  be 
practicable,  and  comport  with  the  dignity  of  his 
august  station,  that  His  Majesty  will  agree  there- 
to; and  although  he  will  not  assume  the  lofty  and 
dictatorial  tone  which  you  attribute  to  the  Span- 
ish €h>vemment  at  the  time  of  Charles  Vr  and 
Philip  II.,  if  he  had  on  this  occasion  adopted  the 
same  principle  on  which  the  resolution  of  your 
Qovernment,  According  to  your  communication, 
has  been  formed,  vet  His  Catholic  Majesty  is 
ready  to  hear  all  that  can  be  advanced  by  the 
United  States  in  support  of  their  pretensions,  and 
to  relinquish  any  point  or  territory  whauoever 
which  may  lawfully  belong  to  them,  although  It 
be  comprehended  and  incorporated  in  the  ancient 
dominions  of  bis  royal  Crown. 

I  forbear  to  analyze  the  three  principles  laid 
down  by  you  as  being  founded  on  the  immutable 
basis  ot  justice,  and  on  the  general  practice  of 
Bntopeaii  aations  which  have  formed  settlements 
and  acq|iiired  possessions  in  this  hemisphere.  It 
is  sufficient  to  read  them  to  be  satisfied  that  they 
are  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  case  to  which  you 
refer;  and  that  they  are,  besides,  conceived  with 
too  vast  a  latitude  to  be  exempt  from  absurdities 
and  contradictiotts,  net  only  of  the  general  pmc* 
tice  of  nations,  but  of  the  roost  venerable  rules  of 
justice,  and  even  of  common  Mnse^  Fortunately, 
the  question  at  issue  is  not  in  that  state  to  reader 
it  necessary  or  possible  for  your  Qovernment  to 
recur  to  those  principles,  because  I  flatter  myself 
that  the  principal  points  on  which  the  dispute 
turns  are  already  sufficiently  clear  to  admit  of 
their  being  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion 
and  equitable  arrangement. 

Let  us  now  pass  to  the  subject  of  claims.  It 
gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  observe  that  we 
agree  as  to  what  regards  claims  for  losses  and 
iajfiries  reciprocally  caused  by  Spaniards  and 
Americans,  eontvanr  to  tbe  law  of  nations  and 
existing  treaties.  The  convention  of  1802,  be- 
tween the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  His  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's Secretary  of  state,  was  specially  formed  for 
the  settlement  of  these  reciprocal  indemnities; 
and,  consequently,  it  not  only  from  that  moment 
established  the  certainty  of  losses  and  injuries 
caused  by  Americans  to  Spaniards,  in  violation 
of  tbe  law  of  iMtions  aad  tbe  existing  treatieS| 
bat  also  exhibited  and  admitted  the  right  of  the 
said  S|»niards  to  claim  adequate  indemnity. 
Thta  point,  therefore,  will  be  attended  with  no 
difficulty  in  settling  it  on  the  basis  of  the  above* 
mentioned  convention,  with  the  additions  as  pro- 
posed to  you  in  my  note  of  the  24th  of  January, 
and  which  you  state  there  is  no  difficulty  in  ad- 
mitting. But  i  have  at  the  same  time  to  regret 
that  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree  on  the  point 
relating  to  the  spoliations  committed  by  French 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and  by  French 
Consuls  in  Spanish  ports.  As  it  is  notorious 
and  uaquestionable  that  these  spoliations  were 
committed  by  the  French  under  the  suthority  of 
their  Qovernment,  I  can  discover  no  reason  why 
Spain  should  be  made  responsible  for  them  when 
the  nation  exiau  by  whom  they  were  committed. 
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Brea  the  American  eitizeas  have  adoaitted  that  | 
their  right  was  agaiatt  Fraaee  direcilf,  andad* 
dressed  themtelves  to  her,  by  lujing  their  eJaiau 
before  tbe  competent  tribunals  of  that  nation. 
The  United  States  also  ciaioMd  of  the  French 
QoTeisnment  on  the  mme  sabiect.  In  fact,  Freneh- 
ncn  were  the  aggressors.  6y  the  French  Gk>T« 
ernmeot  they  were  authorised.  It  was  ia  Freaeh 
tftbunals  that  the  priyateeni  eommiuing  the  ez* 
cesses  complained  of  gave  the  usual  bonds;  they 
were  French  subjects,  subject  onir  to  the  laws  of 
France,  and  amenable  only  to  the  Qorernmeat 
and  authorities  of  France.  It  was  France  aloae 
which  reaped  the  benefit  of  the  produce  of  their 
captures;  all  which,  combined  with  the  argu* 
ments  I  hare  touched  on  in  my  note  in  relation 
10  this  matter^  cannot  fail  to  convince  you,  if 
ibey  be  impartully  attended  to,  that  it  is  France, 
and  not  Spain,  wfaioh  should  be  rMponaible  to 
the  United  States  for  the  spoliations  io  q«esiioa; 
OT}  what  amounu  to  the  same  thing,  whik  France 
exists,  there  can  be  no  right  whatever  ta  have 
itcourse  on  Spain,  and  claim  of  her  iodentDity 
and  compensation  for  those  spoliations.  If  the 
vesponsibiliiy  for  this  indemnity  and  compeoaa* 
tlon  has  not  been  redeemed  bv  France,  la  her 
foaventions  with  tbe  United  States,  as  yon  as- 
ivre  me,  my  opinion  continues  unchanged,  that 
^e  right  of  the  United  States,  or  that  of  their 
eitizeos,  can  oaly  in  justice  be  applied  to  France; 
and  I  am  at  present  no  farther  autboriaed  in  this 
case  than  to  offer  the  co-operation  of  Spain  in 
promoting  the  favorable  issue  of  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Government  of  France. 

Before  I  conclude  this  nou,  I  think  it  fit  to 
impress  on  your  mind  that,  the  United  Scales 
being  at  peace  with  France  at  the  period  the 
occurrences  now  spoken  of  took  place,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  American  citizens 
having  recourse  on  the  Government  and  tribu- 
nals  of  France ;  and  they,  in  fact,  had  such  re- 
course in  all  those  cases  in  which  they  consider 
thentselves  well  founded  in  resorting  to  it ;  and 
that,  ootwithatanding  Spain  was  likewise  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  she  conld  not  as* 
certain  whether  tbe  American  vesaels  brought 
into  her  ports  by  the  privateers  of  France,  her 
l41y,  had  violated  the  kw  of  iktions,and  thereby 
forfeited  their  right  to  the  protection  dan  to 
Uiem  by  Spain,  in  conformiiv  to  the  existing 
Ueaty,and  the  public  law  ot  nations.  It  was 
for  her  to  believe  that  tkk  point  would  be  aacer* 
taioed  by  the  Consuls  of  France,  and  finally  de- 
termined  by  the  tribunals  of  cassation  there. 
She  was  further  to  believe  so  by  the  considera- 
tion that  their  citizens  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a 
recourse  to  her  tribunals,  of  which  they  availed 
themselves  as  often  as  was  requisite.  To  this 
simple  idea  are  the  observations  reduced^  which 
I  laid  before  you  in  my  note  of  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  which  yoU  appear  to  consider  as  in  con- 
tradiction with  others  stated  in  the  same  note— 
a  contradiction  which  I  do  not  conceive  can  be 
discovered  in  them. 

It  is  my  duty  to  repeat,  from  a  thorough  con-- 
sideration,  that  His  CathoiicMajmty  is  earnestly 


destrons  to  salkfy  the  United  Stales,  and  ami- 
cably to  settle  aad  adjusialipaadiagdifereoces; 
and  that  it  is  no  kss  certain  that  liis  Majeai y 
axteads  bis  sincere  wkhes,  in  that  respect,  ovflD 
so  far  as  to  be  willing  to  make  every  sacrifice  in 
favor  of  the  United  Slates,  consiatent  with  the 
iadispntahle  rights  of  the  nuMiareby,  and  the 
dignity  of  his  aogast  character.    I  have  already 
OMred  yon  these  assaraaoes ;  I  now  renew  them 
in  the  most  positiva  manner.    Bat  I  cannot, 
however,  refmfn  from  ezprcMiag  to  yoa   my 
great  regret  on  perceiviag  that  the  Qomemmieni 
of  the  United  States  seem  resolved  not  w  agree 
to  submit  the  pending  di#ereBees  le  the  iadg- 
ment  and  impartial  deckion  of  frieadly  Powers, 
or  admit  the  nsediaiioa  of  any  of  then,  as  aj^ 
pears  by  your  coaamonkation  to  aae.    My  re- 
gret k  greatly  increased,  when  1  reflect  and  see 
that  the  two  modes  pointed  one  ate  the  most 
simple,  proper,  and  |tMt,  whkh  aonld  be  vaaorted 
to  to  leraoinate  a  dispute  in  wbaeh  each  of  the 
parties  proceeds  wtth  good  fitkh,  wmd  coaceiws 
It  is  ia  the  righl.    It  was  one  which  was  admit* 
ted  by  the  United  Smtes  themaelwa,  when,  m 
the  late  war,  tbey  accented  the  aaediaika  of 
Russia,  for  the  parpoaa  or  settling  and  adjusting, 
nndor  the  aiaapkas  of  that  medrntioa,  the  poiata 
OB  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  agtee.   Nor 
caa  I  more  easily  comprehend  why  there  should 
be  aay  obstacle  to  admitcing  oae  of  those  two 
modes  because  the  United  Btacra  have  no  com* 
mnnkations  made  lo  them,  by  the  CSoveraonfats 
of  Europe,  of  tbe  order  and  state  of  chctr  n^eti- 
ations,  ana  their  system  of  polky  haa  ao  Mtef«sr 
or  relation  with  that  pursued  by  those  Powtn ; 
it  being  consideeed  expedient,  as  yoa  aasare  me, 
to  avoid  entering  iato  the  kbyrinth  of  Bwopean 
politics.    As  the  points  in  diapote  between  your 
Govern aient  and  that  of  Spain  are  net  entan- 
gled in  this  labyrinth,  and  ns  the  Ooverameat  of 
the  United  States  is  confident,  aa  yoo  atate,  that 
their  rights  are  clear,  and  iheir  aryuoaeats  iavia<» 
oible,  I  caaaot  coaeeive  what  iacoaveokoee  en 
result  from  referring  these  righto  and  these argu- 
menu  to  aa  impartml  third  party,  in  whom  the 
United  States  have  the  greatest  ooafideaee,  and 
submitting  tbe  case  to  its  judgn^eat  aad  dacisioa; 
or  from  conferring  on  the  pointa  embiaecd  by 
the  preaeat  casCj  and  aettling  and  adjastiog  thes 
under  the  medaalion  of  auch  Power  or  Poocis 
as,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  am  aaosc  eatitkd  to 
the  oonfidence  of  your  Govecnoieftt.     I  was  isM 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  oae  of  bk  early  noces,  that  if 
this  case  were  submiMed  to  the  jadgvieoi  of  aa 
impartial  tribanal,  disposed  to  mke  ic  into  due 
eoasideratioa,  he  was  coafident  tbe  decision  would 
be  in  flavor  of  the  United  States.    I  know  not, 
for  my  part,  what  would  be  the  result ;  bat  what 
I  caa  assure  yoo  is,  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
decision  of  the  tribunal  to  which  the  4we  Oov<era- 
ments  had  agreed  to  refer  their  diffeience^  it 
would  nieet  the  approbation  of  Hi«  Catholic 
Maieaty,  and  relieve  him  from  the  anxiety  crea- 
ted bv  this  bnsinesa 

Wiiy  not,  then,  make  choice  of  a  tribunal,  and 
submit  to  its  deckion  9.   fa  it  possibie  there  caa* 
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Dot  bt  fbuid  ia  cte  whole  iiMvtne  »  Qef«ni* 
m«Bt,or  a  ovnoer  <^  iodif  idui4«^  woriiky  of  •eon^ 
fideoee  io  sooh  a  eaM  ?  I  am  satitfiad  tbat  ypar 
GoveiameBt  aeitber  dctas  aojr  aaa  thiDk  ao }  and 
that  its  lova  of  peaea  and  aaiitf  witb  ail  Powars, 
its  firn  adli#raD«6  to  cha  prineipka  of  equity  ami 
iustica,  and  its  Iniaiaoe  flentiraeats,  ofier  tbe 
best  f rooaded  bapea  that  fbe  praaeikt  difl&eukias 
will  be  oferoone,  and  tbe  wisbed  lor  momeDt  ia 
at  band  when  all  tbe  difieraoaea  peodiaf  will  be 
finally  settJed  to  tbe  entiia  eatimacioa.of  batb 
Qoveromeats. 

Seeiogf  tberefore,  by  your  oofDoiUAieatioaa  lo 
me,  tbat  tbe  opinioas  still  laaiataiDed  by  ibe  Qav- 
erameat  of  the  United  States  are  derogatory  to 
tbe  iodispataUla  rights  of  the  Croara  of  9paia} 
and  tbat  yo9  propose  no  basis  capable  of  recoa- 
ciliag  ibe  eantvadictory  viewa  respectively  taken 
by  each  Oovamaieat  of  tbe  sabject,  I  fiod  myself 
aoproTided  witb  suitable  powers  and  iaatmcuoiia 
finally  to  agree  on  and  stipulate  in  tbe  preseal 
case.  1  «oi,  tharafarey  iwder  tbe  aaeessity  of  de- 
spsLiehituf  a  eou^ier  to  Madrid  to  inform  my  Sot- 
ereign  of  tbe  aauial  state  of  this  aegotiaticMit  *ml 
to  request  of  him  tbe  aeoaemry  orders  aad  ia- 
itructions,  by  increasing  my  powers,  as  may  be 
deemed  requisite,  in.  reference  to  existing  circum- 
stances. 

In  tbe  meantime,  I  confidently  hope  ibat  tbe 
Government  of  tbe  United  States  will  rely  oya 
tbe  bouor  and  good  faith  of  the  Spanish  Qoaern- 
meot,  and  ia  tbe  earnest  desire  of  His  Catbo* 
lie  MMesty  to  aatisfy  tbe  United  States,  and 
ttrenginen  the  lies  of  tbe  most  perfect  harmony 
and  good  understanding. 

As  eb«  partial  gaaettea  tftrooglioiii  the  X5iAew 
QDfortunaieiy  ead^vor^to^sreatteribe  seeds  of  an- 
imosity in  the  oiinds  af  UDaaarded  persons,  or 
sneb  aa  arc  aoinfoimed  on  the  points  embraced 
by  the  diSerences  paodi^ig}  aad  as  ibe  Cangpoess 
has  requested  inforaMtiaa  of  tbe  President  on  the 

g reseat  atata  af  those  diffetenqe%  who  has  laid 
efore  the  House  of  IftepreseatatAves  the  offioial 
correspondence  oa  these  subjects,  both  here  and 
at  Madrid,  U  would  he  desiraale  that  bis  fiieel* 
lency  would  be  plaaead  also  to  lay  the  piaeent 
note  before  Congress,  as  it  forme  a  part,  and  is 
the  cooaplemcai  of  that  aorrespaadeAce,  and  pte^ 
seots  the  most  unqpestAonabla  view  of  tbaami" 
cable  dispoaUions  of  Spain»aad  of  the  determina- 
tion of  His  CaibiDUa  Majesty  to  omit  naihiog  to 
meet  tbe  just  wishes  and  hopes  of  ,tba  United 
Suces.  I  iberefore  hope  thai  the  President  wiU 
be  uAeaaad.  to  direct  thia  maaaore,  and  UMt  you 
wilTcoatribata  to  its  adoption. 

la  the  meantime,  it  is  my  most  ardent  wish 
that  you  may  si^eat  a  just  mode  by  which  are 
may  be  eoahled  to  approach  tbe  necessary  basis 
for  tbe  aattlemeiU  of  all  the  difierences  pending, 
by  removing  tbe  principal  difficulties  which  have 
hitherto  obstructed  our  progress,  as  i  shall,  not- 
withstanding the  deficiei^y  of  my  powers  and 
instructions,  arith  the  greatest  pleasure,  take  to  to 
due  consideration,  without  waiting  for  new  orders 
from  my  Sovereign.  You  must  be  awarc^  sir, 
that  thMe  I  am  already  furniahed  with  cannot 


aaMad  to  the  ease  preainiad  by  the  pvdtmtab 
aoatainad  in  your  note  of  Ike  l%ih  Janmry,  ainae 
Sjiiain  never  imagined  that  the  Bio  Oohrad^f 
hubarto  spoken  of  by  tbe  Minister  of  tbia  Re* 
public,  could  be  any  other  than  that  ef  Natabi* 
loehes}  and  I  did  net  even  think  jma  meant  tn 
speak  of  any  atfaer  la  your  note,  until  I  was  morn 
eiactlv  informed  by  you ;  tfe  river  which  yon 
wished  to  designate  beiag  known  by  the  name  af 
Saa  Marcos,  or  de  las  Canas.  This  circunutancay 
takan  in  eonnexiaa  with  tbe  other  respecting  ilin 
oesaion  of  tke  Fioridas  without  any  eouivalant 
or  retribution  whatever,  produces  an  idtnite^if* 
ferenoe  in  the  view  to  be  taken  of  tbe  first  pro* 
poeals  made  oa  tbe  part  of  ynnr  Qovernmanc  to 
that  of  His  Catholie  Majesty;  and  I  am  nnnUe 
to  atipulaie  such  sacrifices,  on  points  of  enek 
magauttde,  until  I  have  previously  ooasulied 
my  Coart,  and  received  ordera  aad  iostrnetiona 
adapted  to  the  pnrpa^a.  Henna  I  find  myself  nn* 
der  the  neeemity  of  despateking  a  messenger  to 
Madrid  with  all  possible  aapedition.  But  fo  pra- 
vaat  tbe  loss  of  time,  in  tbe  meanwhile,  this  need 
BOt  prevent  our  continniag  the  negotiation,  and 
employing  every  proper  means  to  bring  it  m  a 
conclusion,  on  principles  of  comaMMi  justice  and 
reciprocal  eooveaiance,.to  tbe  satisfaction  of  both 
Gtoverameais.  To  Attain  this,  I  coaceive  it  will 
not  \»  dificult,  proviided  we  confine  ourselvaa  In 
the  essential  objects  of  tbe  dispute,  and  boaor^ 
ably  reject  wbaierer  4ias  ao  important  eonnetion 
with  it,  or  cannot  eonCribute  to  the  end  in  view« 
I  Aauer  myself,  sirj  that  both  you  and  your 
Government  wUl  proceed  under  tbe  influeoce  of 
similar  sentiments;  Reposing  in  this  hope,  I 
raaew  to  you  tbe  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
esteem  and-iaepeet*  God  presefve  you  many 
years. 

LUIS  DB  ONia 


Ihn  huU  it  Onis  h  the  Secretary  of  Staie. 
Wabhimgtok,  March  27, 1818. 

Sia:  In  the  President's  Message  traasmitted 
to  Congress  on  the  25ih  instant,  on  the  state  of 
the  present  war  arith  the  Seminole  Indiai^  it  ig 
declared  by  his  excellencv  tbat  the  greater  num- 
ber of  those  Indians  inhabit  within  tbe  limits  of 
Florida,  and  that  Spain  was  consequently  bound 
to  restimin  them,  and  prevent  their  committing 
hostilities  against  tbe  United  Slates  ;  but  ttMt  it 
is  jiiainful  to  observe  that  she  has  failed  to  fulfil 
this  obligatioa;  that  it  is  yet  unknown  whether 
tbe  Spanish  Government  naa  attempted  to  fulfil 
it  agreeably  to  the  stipulation  of  its  treaty  with 
this  Republic ;  tbat  His  Catholic  Majesty  aot 
having  kept  up  a  sufficient  force  in  Florida  lo 
restrain  those  Indians,  the  United  States  bad  a 
fair  right  to  enter  the  territory  of  tbat  Spanish 
province  with  an  armed  ibrce  in  order  to  chas* 
tise  them,  which  arill  be  efiected,  showing  due 
respect  to  the  Spanish  authorities  where  they 
may  eziat,  and  evacuating  tbe  province  as  soon 
as  the  object  of  the  war  and  the  entry  into  the 
Spanish  territory  shall  be  obtained.        . 

It  is  my  duty  to  state  to  yon,  for  tbe  miorma* 
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nam  of  the  PresideDt,  that  the  GoTernor  of  Flor- 
ida aniformly  oboerred  the  most  sernpaloat  neo- 
tnlily  throoghoot  all  that  province  during  the 
kte  war  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat 
Britain,  and  constantly  emplofed  ererv  becom- 
ing and  practicable  means  to  aToid  all  manner 
of  hostilities  on  the  ^rt  of  the  Indians,  allnded 
10  by  the  President  in  his  Message,  sgtintt  the 
people  or  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  in  woof 
of  which,  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter 
teoeired  by  me  from  the  Governor  of  Sl  An- 
rastine,  with  a  correspondence  also  receired  from 
him  in  relation  to  this  psrticular  sabjeot.    i  am 
yet  nninformed  that  any  complaint  of  the  an* 
thorities  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
been  made  to  that  officer  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, or  that  any  demand  had  been  made  of 
him  to  restrain  and  compel  them  to  make  satis- 
fiiction  to  the  United  States  for  any  injariestheT 
may  haTO  committed.    Prom  the  Go?ernor^s 
correspondence,  a  literal  copy  of  which  is  en* 
closed,  it  is  evident  that  he  nsed  the  utmost  at- 
tention in  recommending  them  to  observe  peace 
and  the  most  peifect  harmony  with  the  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  in  appeasing  all  their  bicker- 
ings and  jedonsies,  and  in  dissuading  them  from 
every  hostile  feeling  towards  the  persons  or  prop- 
erty of  ths  citizens  of  the  United  States.    He 
would  also  at  once  have  employed  forcible  means 
to  effect  this,  in  case  any  complaint  had  been 
made  to  him  of  those  Indians,  stating  the  exces- 
ses they  may  have  committed,  and  the  grounds 
there  ezisteo  of  obliging  them  to  make  repara- 
tion for  the  injuries  sustained,  and  of  ponishinj; 
them  for  their  outrages.    As  nothing  of  this 
kind  took  place,  I  cannot  perceive  how  a  failure 
in  this  case  can  be  attributed  to  the  Government 
of  Spain. 

As  to  what  relates  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
not  keeping  up  a  more  considerable  force  in  Flo- 
rida, you  must  be  aware,  sir,  that  Spain  has  re- 
posed full  confidence  in  the  peace  and  ffood  un- 
derstanding subsisting  with  the  United  States, 
and  that,  relying  thereon,  her  attention  has  been 
confined  to  keeping  up  such  garrisons  as  were 
absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  good  order  and 
public  tranquillity ;  of  course,  she  never  enter* 
tained  the  idea  of  putting  that  province  on  a 
war  establishment.  Its  ffarrisons,  beiuff  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  friendly  and  respectaole  Pow* 
er,  were  competent  to  the  purposes  they  were 
intended  for,  and  to  keeping  the  Indians  depend* 
ent  on  them  within  their  duty,  and  to  enforcing 
that  peace  and  orderly  conduct  they  were  bound 
to  observe,  as  well  towards  the  territories  and 
snbjecu  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  as  towards 
those  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  that  the  infor- 
mation or  advices  communicated  to  the  Presi- 
dent are  without  foundation ;  and  I  therefore 
hope  that  his  excellency,  on  correcting  the  truth 
of  facts  by  an  examination  of  the  correspondence, 
(copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,)  as  well 
as  by  other  suitable  meanS)  will  be  pleased  to 
prevent  any  violation  of  the  territory  of  Florida, 
or  any  other  part  of  the  dominions  of  Spain,  by 


the  troops  of  the  United  Slates.  If  that  fact 
should  unfortunately  be  realized,  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  enter  my  sowmn  protest  ngainst  it,  in  the 
name  of  the  King,  my  master;  but  coaidenily 
relying  on  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of  your 
Government,  I  trust  that  its  measures  will  con- 
form to  the  strict  orinciples  of  justice  and  that 
good  faith  in  which  His  Catholic  Afajesty  places 
full  confidence.  Spain  has  at  all  times  strictly 
fulfilled  her  engagements  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  and,  while  she  prides 
herself  on  a  religious  observance  of  them,  in 
every  particular  relating  to  the  Indians  inhabit- 
ing within  the  territories  of  the  monarchy,  she 
is  also  desirous  of  protecting  those  unfortunates, 
and  of  acquitting  herself  towards  them  of  every 
duty  dictated  by  humanity.  She  has  never  per- 
mitted them  to  be  molested  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, nor  a  single  step  to  m  taken  tendtn{  to 
their  extermination,  the  dispossessing  them  of 
their  properties,  or  disturbing  them  in  the  free 
enjoyment  of  their  customs  and  government. 
The  philanthropic  sentiments  of  the  American 
Government  and  £^ople  are  assuredly  in  unison 
with  those  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  this  point. 
I  therefore  hope  that  those  Indians,  on  bciDgpon- 
ished  for  the  violences  or  injuries  thej  may  have 
committed,  will  be  viewed  with  that  iBdnlgence 
by  the  President  which  their  Ignorance  and  rus- 
ticity seem  to  claim  for  them. 

I  renew  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  respect, 
and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  OJilS. 


Don  Jsse  Cefprnrntt^  Goeemor  of  St.  J^gmMuUt  to 

Hon  Luis  Dc  OnU, 


St.  AuauaruiB,  Fi^oama, 

nbnuay  10, 1818. 

Most  BxozLLaiiT  Sia:  I  havemost attentire/y 
examined  the  contents  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  December  last,  in  relation  to  the  eomplsioti 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  mg^inst 
that  of  the  province  under  my  command,  founded 
on  the  proteetiOn  alleged  to  have  been  aff>rded 
to  the  English  in  their  late  war  with  that  nation ; 
also,  on  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Ind^ns 
under  the  protection  of  our  Government,  and 
affirmed  to  oe  fomented  by  the  Spaniards. 

The  occasion  furnishes  a  theme  for  ample  ajid 
well-founded  discussion,  were  I  to  undercake  lo 
point  out  to  you  the  motives  of  these  eomplaiscs, 
and  if  I  could  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  thitf  province,  as  to  what  regards  the 
United  States,  with  theirs  in  respect  to  m Span- 
ish nation,  on  those  diflbrent  occasions  on  which 
they  have  hitherto  and  still  do  give  proofs  of 
their  proceedings  upon  the  subject  of  neutraiity ; 
but  leaving  this  to  your  enlightened  a^d  judicious 
investigation,  I  now  proewd  to  submit  to  yon 
such  information  and  documents  as  are  in  my 
reach,  in  compliance  with  your  request. 

In  order  to  answer  you  categoncaily,  I  hare 
had  recourse  to  the  archives  of  the  Secretary's 
ofllce  for  this  Government,  and  have  eolleeted 
such  documenu  as  are  esiential|  copies  of  which 
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■re  lierewith  tmiaDitlcd,  mftrlml  No.  1  to  14. 
Tb«)r  win  vecdtly  scire  the  two  probtoms  brought 
JBto  diseafliioB,  umI  aliow  that  ine  Aystem  of  this 
Goverament  has  been  dimmetrieallf  opposite  fo 
the  proceedfaigs  attriboted  to  it,  which  are  wholly 
withoot  tolkl  or  eren  ptaosiUe  foandattoii. 

la  ftet,  what  more  eooTineiDg  proof  can  be 
offered  of  the  obMrraace  of  the  atriotest  oeotral- 
ity  thao  the  total  igoocaoee  of  any  eonnplaint 
erer  beiog  ouide  here  by  the  Gk)Terniiient  of  the 
Uofted  fiftatea,  their  officers  and  etttzens,  of  «ny 
tafraotjoosf    The  ktteiwof  Brigadier  Doa  6e- 
huriao  Kiodelan,  then  gorernor  of  this  proTince^ 
to  the  different  oiScers  ander  hie  iHiinmaAd,  re- 
eorameadiiig  the  obaermoee  of  the  strictest  neo- 
tralitf  towards  the  belligerents,  o&raiaailar  proofs 
of  this  spirit*    The  letter  of  Johu  Btowo,  a  eiti- 
zeD  of  the  United  States,  written  at  that/period, 
the  claim  made  of  the  commander  of  the  BTnglish 
sqoadron,  and  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressra  to 
George  Woodbine,  captain  of  infantry,  and  Brit- 
ish agem  with  the  Indian  nations,  at  the  time 
he  came  hov,  Ibrming  part  of  the  documents  now 
traosmiited,  are  addttional  eridence  of  the  pro- 
teotioA  afforded  to  Anftericaa  citiseas,  ia  oonform* 
ity  to  the  laws  of  nationB  and  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  limiti^  and  commerce,  con- 
eluded  between  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Ameri- 
can  nation  on  the  27th  of  October,  1796. 

If  your  excellency  attends  for  a  movent  to-  the 
charge  of  hoatitities  oonmitted  bv  Indians  inhab- 
itiog  this  proTinoe  on  citiseas  of  toe  United  Stales 
in  cooseqoeoee^  as  is  alleged,  of  the  hostile  ieel- 
ings  soggeated  and  fomented  by  the  Spaniards, 
it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  repel  it,  and  re- 
fnte  an  insinoaiion  so  injurious  to  the  Spanish 
character.  Truth  needs  no  eircaalocution  lo 
prove  it ;  in  eommttniealiag,  therefore,  eridence 
on  this  pointi  it  will  suffice  to  lay  before  you  my 
correspondence  with  Boleek,  a  Seminole  chief, 
making  part  of  the  enclosed  documents,  for  the 
purpoee  of  eojoiniag  on  him  a  strict  obserranee 
of  peace,  cood  orderi  and  friendship  with  the 
people  oi  toe  United  States.  This  will  demon- 
strate to  them  and  to  the  world  that  the  QoTern- 
ment  and  inhabitants  of  this  proTince,so  far  firom 
being  instigators  of  hostility  and  discord,  hare 
performedthe  office  of  frienoe  and  peace-mnkers, 
and  that  the  political  conduet  of  the  superior  of- 
ficer«  in  East  Florida  has  been  founded  on  the 

Sriociplas  of  reason,  justice,  and  friendship.  In- 
ueneed  by  the  sentimeou  of  honor  and  good 
faith  which  have  ever  characterized  the  Spanish 
nation,  I  was  solely  animated  by  them  when  I 
invited  the  ohief  Boleek  to  come  and  see  me, 
wfaieh  be  did.  I  then  recommended  to  him  most 
earnestly  to  refuse  enj  retreat  or  asyhim  within 
his  territory  to  the  fugitive  slaves  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  offered  to  act  as  a  mediator  in  his 
differences,  if  he  had  any.  To  which  he  replied, 
that  he  had  no  other  than  those  connected  with 
his  endeavors  to  preserve  his  cattle,  which  were 
daily  stolen  from  him  by  the  Americans,  who, 
besides,  were  endeavoring  to  dislodge  him  from 
his  territories. 
I  leave  it  to  the  discernment  aud  decision  of 


politicians  to  nronoonoe  whether,  in  the  coarse 
of  the  events  alluded  to,  the  most  unimpeachaUe 
neutrality  and  good  faith  have  not  been  obserred 
by  the  Government  of  this  province.  The  proofs 
referred  to  ia  support  of  this  are  so  clear  ana  con- 
vincing that  I  refrain  from  trespassing  further  on 
yoa.|satisfied  as  I  am  that  your  accurate  judgment 
will  give  the  proper  direction  to  the  affair  in 
question. 
€k>d  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  COPPINQER. 

No.  1. 
St.  AuonsTiNB,  January  11, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  Sth  instant, 
Informing  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  King's  schooner 
the  Empezinada ;  also  of  the  appearanoe  off  the 
bar  of  seven  frigate,  three  brin  and  two  schooa* 
era,  supposed  to  be  English.  In  reply  to  the  first 
part  of  your  letter,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
affi>rd  too  commander  of  the  Empezinada  all  the 
facilities  in  your  power  for  the  repair  of  his  ves" 
sel  I  and  to  the  second,  that,  as  His  Maiesty  has 
recommended  to  me  the  observance  of  the  strict- 
est neutrality,  you  will  firmly  maintain  it  ia  a 
becoming  manner^  by  not  permitting  any  foreign 
troops  to  land  within  the  Spanish  territory,  or 
affording  any  aid  or  assistaace  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, the  said  troops  being  at  war  with  the 
United  States.  Too  will  not  fail  to  give  me 
immediate  advice  of  whatever  may  occur. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

To  Don  Fernando  dk  la  Puinti. 
A  true  copy : 

T0MA8  DB  AGUILAR. 

No.  8. 

St.  Auot^sTiNRi  Florida, 

January  21, 1815. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  learn  the  ameadment  of 
your  health,  announced  in  yours  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  hope  it  is  now  perfectly  re-established ; 
but,  m  case  it  is  not,  you  will  uke  charge  of  the 
command  provisionally,  and  of  eouise  open  the 
correspondence  I  have  directed  to  you,  as  well 
as  any  future  communications,  to.  five  all  due 
effect  to  their  oontents.  I  further  inform  you 
that,  as  circumstaoces  have  rendered  it  neoessary 
to  prohibit  the  export  of  provisions  from  the 
provinee,  you  will  not  permit  any  to  be  taken  oiB^ 
and  on  this  ground,  as  well  as  that  of  necessity, 
yon  wilL  in  the  most  civil  manner,  decline  offer- 
ing or  affording  any  supplies  to  the  Eog^lisb,  of 
provision^  aims,  warlike  stores,  or  anythinff  else 
xo  be  hostilely  employed  against  the  •  United 
States,  or  any  aid  or  assistance  for  their  remain- 
ing in  their  present  position,  pointiog  out  to  them, 
in  the  most  attentive  and  beeoming  way,  the  ne- 
cessity we  are  under  of  observing  the  sUicteet 
neutrality,  recommended  to  us  by  our  Cpnrt  on 
the  most  serious  responsibility;  and  that,  in  eon- 
sequence,  and  to  avoid  the  compromitment  of 
this  province,  it  would  be  desirable  they  should 
their  visits  and  eommunicatioas  wua  the 
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aahalwriimii.    In  eve  tbc  eoamaBdaat  ift  i«  « 
•Uit«  fit  for  duty,  yoo  will  deliTcrr  hkm  ihe  'Otigi* 
nUiof  thia  letter  for  k\$  goremiaaiit. 
CSodgrvDt  yoa  HMoy  years. 

SBBA8TIAN  KINDSLAN. 
To  Don  Cmstobal  Bbabo. 
A  true  com : 

TOHAS  D&  AOUILAR. 

lit.  AuGUSTiNB,  /an.  21,  1815. 

8iB :  I  approve  of  your  oooduct  in  endearoriog 
to  prerent  tne  approach  of  the  English  ships  of 
war  into  your  river,  and  yon  will  inform  them 
tlMt  on  no  aocoont  whatever  are  tl»ey  to  evter 
liarein,  or  atatioB  themselves  within  hau.  {f  dis* 
aovered  in  tfaefteafteim)tB,  they  witi  lose  their  clam 
10  that  name  for  which  they  have  a  reputation. 
1  have  also  to  dirett  you  that,  in  ease  they  wish 
10  water  their  ships,  you  will  decline  it  in  an  at- 
tentive and  polfM  manner,  and  explain  to  them 
the  dificnities  which  oppose  tfaieir  receiving  sup* 
]rties ;  in  one  word,  you  wilt,  in  your  communi- 
caiion  with  them,  avoid  whatever  may  eompro- 
ttiit  the  neutrality  which  is  so  strictly  enjoined 
OA  us.    GM  preserve  you  many  years. 

BBBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

To  Don  PsMto  MiaAitDJk, 
Barbor  Mcuter  at  AmeKa  bland* 
A  true  copy : 

TOMAB  DB  AOUILAR. 

No.  4 

St.  AooasTJMF}  Feb,  4^  1815. 

MoBT  EanwLu^wr  6iw;  A  complaint  has  been 
laid  before  me  by  Robert  Harding,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  stating  the  capture, 
by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  under  your 
commandi  of  his  boat,  called  the  Maria  Teresa, 
then  at  anchor  within  the  Spanish  waters  of  Bell's 
vivet^  at  the  spot  known  by  the  name  of  Roun's 
Bluff,  and  claiming  the  protection  of  the  Spanish 
Oovemment,  to  vraieh  he  conceives  himself  en- 
titled, both  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  sixth 
article  <yf  the  treaty  of  amity,  limits,  and  naviga- 
tion, coneioded  between  His  GathoKe  Majesty 
the  King  of  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 
Ameriea,  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  on  the  27th  of 
October^  1795,  in  order  that  a  due  inquiry  may  be 
made  of  the  facts,  to  obuin  the  restoration  of  said 
boat.  You  wiU  leadtly  admit  the  propriety  there 
ia  in  my  attending  to  this  claim,  and  the  import- 
mnee  attached  to  tne  maiatenance  of  national  j  a- 
lisdictioi^  and  the  faithful  observaooe  of  treaties. 
This  afiair,  being  iffl|x>rtant,  cannot  be  viewed 
with  indiftrefloe,  as  silence  would  gi^e  room  for 
eonjeeiurea  nnfavorable  to  the  honor  of  the  Snaa>- 
iili  cffaaraeter,  and  to  the  good  ftiith  with  whieh 
it  obwerves  treaties  of  eompaets.  Tlie  English 
Bation,  being  in  strict  alliance  and  amity  with 
Spain,  cannot  fail  to  disapprove  inch  proceedings, 
wnidh  have  a  lenidency  to  affect  their  fHendship 
and  that  favor  and  protection  which  are  jnstiy 
due  to  so  close  a  union.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
your  exeeHenoy,  peaetrated  with  the  aeatimesta 


lateparahlefrdoa  fhaae  wsUmb  pnaaipleiL  iriM 
havia  the  cnodftasa  ta  tate  this  elaiaa  snaa  coobmI- 
eratiaa  (  and,  relying  an  the  aslqal  good  niuier* 
steading  snbsiiitag  between  Spaio  aM  Bagland, 
I  veataie  to  refveat  yM  will  bm  plaaaed  to  gtva 
orders  in  tte  rertoiation  of  ihe  aaov»«aeKti«ied 
vesseli  aa  I  haw  a  aatisfiKliatt  in  raftectsw  tkat 
year  wellrknown  aeai  and  wplatian  vat  bea 
snra  [pledge  of  your  vespect  for  tte  Imbot  «f  the 
Spamsh  aatiott,.  adlieh  repoaca  fall  ooaMsoce  is 
the  fidelity  of  its  fnendsaEad  atiiea. 

1  request  yaa  to  reeaisve'the  asauiiama  ^  cbs 
Ugh  eeasideratioo  wit^  wthieii  I  am,  air,  y^aor 
most  obedteBt  serVaat^ 

SfiBASTlAN  KiNDSLAIi. 

Sir  Chboaoa  CoeKBUBH, 
Bear  Admiral  cf  B,  B.  M  wquadtiML 

A  true  copy:       TOMAS  DB  AGUiLAR. 

No.  5. 
HBAAttoaMTaaai  Coxaaauava  la^sB, 

Mo«T  Bxoin*LBiiT  8m:  I  haw  the  beaor  «a 
•eiioowledge  the  receipt  of  jwxt  ei«elfeacy^  let* 
ter  of  the  4th  iaasaat,  solieitiag,  on  tie  groaada 
tlievein  stated,  the  restatatiott  of  the  Mark  Te> 
MSB,  a  vessel  belonging  to  Robert  Hardiag,  a 
citizen  of  the  United-  States,  capivred  by  the 
fotfce  under  my  oomuMnd.  TkiM  mttm  took 
plaee  befare  my  arrival;  and  His  Majeaty'seffi* 
cera  who  made  the  eaptatv  afinn  that  tfce  veaset 
was  navig^tiny  the  waters  of  the  St  Msry's 
river,  ia  violatiea  of  the  blockade,  at  ihe  mo* 
meat  they  gave  chate  to  her.  They,  eonse^ 
qneotly,  thought  themselves  jostiied  in  capture 
tag  her;  and  it  Is,  thereftwe,  neeeasary  she  should 
be  seat  to  aomr  port  where  aa  adnairalty  conrt  it 
established  for  the  decision  of  sneh  cbms.  In 
this  view  of  the  case,  the  inaartial  jwatlee  ad* 
minietered  in  ttie  eoarts  of  His  Brimnnic  Ma* 
jesty,  as  is  well  known  to  yov,  forbids  any  appie* 
hension  that  this  ineideAt  can  inaerrapt  t^e 
fvieadshipand  good  nufderstandiag  haj^tysob* 
sisting  between  the  two  Gevernmenta.  It  may, 
however,  not  beaoferdttoaatacall  yoor  attention 
te  the  ineoneisteaey  of  soeh  a  claias  on  behalf  of 
a  eltiaen  of  the  United  States  by  the  Spaaisk 
natioa,  aad  partieutavly  through  the  medium  tf 
your  excellency,  when  we  reflect  that  the  Ameri* 
cans  have,  ia  a  hoatile  meaner,  poaseased  them- 
selves of  a  eonstdera4»le  panion  of  tbe  teiritory 
ander  yonr  imiticdlate  comtnand;  atid,  fartiier, 
that  a  number  of  them,  styled  patriate,  were,  at 
the  v«ry  moment  of  the  oeearrenee  eomplatned 
tyf,  in  possession  of  the  territory  surVoaadiag  the 
spin  yoa  aUode  to,  (Rese'a  Blnm}  Aad  althoi^ 
the  <joverament  of  the  United  States,  after  hav* 
ing  ordered  Fernaadina  and  pavt  of  Bast  Florida 
to  be  occupied  by  their  troopa  for  a  year,  has 
thought  fit  to  disclaim  any  authority  for  the  im- 
vasioa  of  the  Spanish  territory,  yov  eanaec  be 
ignorant  that  the  officer  who  co-opatated  irftk 
the  gunboats  in  the  hostile  movemeats  of  the 
said  Americans,  styled  patriots,  still  tvulaed  tlie 
eommand  of  that  flotlttai  which  it  ia  not  pre- 
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MMMble  wmM  hmw  hnm  pwioitud.  bad  Im  mk 
•ettd  eeafomaUf  to  hwordera.    A  lata  ooear-' 
mce  at  Ftataaoia,  ia  W«f  t  Florida,  follawed  bj 
the  dearoetioB  of  Fort  Jdaraneas,  is  an  addt* 
tioaal  ptoof  liow  Jitclt  f be  A«erioaos  ana  di»- 
poaed  to  reiptet  tka  neotralitjr  of  Spaio,  except 
m  caaea  like  tbe  praaeot,  ia  wineb  tbey  are  like!  j 
to  gaia  soaMCbiBf .    I  bag  your  exocUcoey,  bow«- 
everyto  be  penoadtd  tbat,  altboufh  I  ooasider 
tbe  fatcgeioie  reaMrka  aa  indiapenaable,  aiaee 
tbey  prove  toe  aleod^^r  fbaadatioa  ik§m  peofie. 
bare  to  eJaioi  tba  praieeiioB  of  a  aenttaUiy 
wbkk  they  btave  ao  reeeafiy  and  so  oKteaairely 
TioJated,  yet  it  ia  my  anxioaa  wisb  to  reapeet  os; 
saered  aad  inriolabie  not  only  ilie  ncatraiiiy  of 
tbe  poviaoe   aader  yoor  p^oTerBiaeiit,  bvt  alao^ 
all  the  ri^ta  yoQ  may  claim  of  me  in  behalf  of 
tbe  Simoish  natioa,  when  they  do  not  iaterfere' 
with  my  dutf  to  my  owa. 

I  beg  leave  to  aaanre  yon?  exoelleaey  of  tbe 
high  eoDatderationand  reapeet  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  excelleDcy'a  Mtbfal  and 
okedieat  aervmnt, 

QfiOEGE  COCKBURN, 

Bear  itdmaral. 

Hb  Ex'oy  Don  SaBAOTtAii  Kiiiihilan,  ^. 

A  trae  copy:  T.  DE  AQUILAR. 

No.  6. 
FilOTBST. 

FrRNANDiNi,  Amelia  Idand^E.  P. 

Thia  third  day  of  Aprils  one  tbousaad  eight 
hondrad  and  fifteea^  ap|>eafed  before  Don  Jdae 
Pacot,  captain  of  tbe  r«gimeat  of  Cuba  infantty, 
military  and  oiril  conraandant  aad  deputy  of  the 
royal  treaanry  {hadmiia)  at  aaid  pace,  John 
Brown,  late  eapfato  of  the  Amerioaa  ahip  Sab- 
ine, eaplared  on  the  3Qth  of  January  by  iImi 
British  foreea,  who  declared  hit  wiah  to  eater  his 
protest  againat  laid  eupture,  noted  at  this  com- 
auind,  on  ibe  83d  of  tbe  name  month,  for  the  like 
caose,  and'  ia  preaence  of  tbe  witneaaes  Don  Joae 
Maria  Ugarte,  an  inhabitant  of  this  province, 
and  Juan  da  Roselio,  corporal  of  inlantry.  ap-* 
pointed  to  act  ia  the  want  of  a  notary  public, 
baTing  fiiat  declared  hia  acceptance  aod  taken 
oath  in  due  form,  through  tbe  medium  of  Don 
Jorge  Clark,  appointed  interpreter,  on  the  Hdv 
BiiHe,  acoording  to  tiie  Protestant  faith,  of  whioo 
be  ia  a  member,  to  speak  the  truth,  aad  nothing 
but  tbe  utitb,  depoaet :  Tb&t  the  said  ship  Sab- 
ine, for  marly  the  Countess  of  Harcouart,  was  cap- 
tured in  tbe  tote  war  by  the  Uaited  States  priva- 
teer schooner  Sabine,  and  carried,  into  St#  Ma- 
rys, ia  Qeorfia,  where  ahe  waa  tried  before  tbe 
Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  and 
aondemoed  as  ^ood  prize,  put  up  at  oublic  sale 
the  5th  Ociobar,  1814,  aad  bought  by  Measrs. 
Diego  Williams,  Juan  Gooding^  aad  Juan  Doa- 
aeUp  mercbants  of  Baltimore  aa  diily  i^peaia  by 
the  doooaaeats  to  be  referred  to.    That  tbe  said 
pufebaaera  of  tbe  prize,  being  appreheaaive  that 
she  weald  be  attacked  by  tne  British  force,  as 
Mluaily  bapv^ned,  took  meaaaiea  to  abaitar,  aad 


did  sMiery  her  withia  tbe  Spaniab  ivniioat,  by 
making  bar  faat  in  a  creek  conneotad  watn  laa 
Spaniab  rirer,  Santa  Maria  la  Chiea,  (Ldttie  0a 
Marya)  ia  tbe  firm  belief  that,  under  the  protae* 
tion  of  a  neutral  Power  in  amity  both  with 
Qreat  Britain  and  tbe  Uaited  Sutes.  ahe  waa 
aot  ezpoaed  to  attack  or  injury,  from  too  reapact 
it  wta  thought  would  be  obaerred  to  ber  while 
within  the  Spanish  limits.  She  was  carried  four 
milea  up  saio  creek,  and  aaade  faat  to  the  treea* 
In  this  situation  she  was  boarded  by  a  BrhiA 
force,  detached  by  Admiral  Gkorge  Coekbura^ 
who  waa  in  posaesaion  of  tbe  country  towards  St. 
Marya,  with  his  beadquartera  at  CumberluDd 
Islaad.  They  carried  off  by  force  part  of  tba 
propertv  on  board  said  ship,  aad  tbe  aezt  da*^ 
toon  fun  possession  of  ber,  and  carried  ber  wK 
from  the  Spanish  territory  to  Cumber  land  IslauA 
where  she  bad  a  cargo  of  negroea  put  on  boara 
af  her,  and  was  sent,  aa  deponent  was  informed| 
to  a  British  port,  supposed  to  be  Bermuda,  for 
adjudication  aa  prize  of  was ;  and  as  neither  tkb 
deponent  nor  any  one  on  board  cu.nmitted  any 
act  whatever  that  could  aerve  aa  a  motive  for  the 
proceedings  of  tbe  captors  ia  violatioo  of  the  jaa- 
tica  of  Spain,  aad  her  digaiiy  and  abaolate  neu- 
trality towards  both  nationa,  aor  awde  tbe  anmlft- 
eat  leaisiaiica  to  the  aeizure,  as  is  pubiic  uul 
notoriouB,  he  therefore  protests,  once,  twiae, 
thrice,  and  aa  often  as  may  be  aec^sary,  both  oa 
behalf  of  himself  and  of  all  tboae  iaterested  ia 
the  aaid  ship,  againat  the  proceeding  of  tbe  aaid 
Admiral  Cockbarn,  aa  well  as  apjainat  all  othem 
of  whom  be  naav  and  ought  of  riffht  to  claim  for 
the  daaiages  and  losses  sustained  by  this  illegal 
seizure,  aad  also  against  tbe  ▼iolaiion  of  tiie  na*- 
traiity  of  the  province  of  Eaat  Florida^  to  tbe 
injury  of  the  partiea  intereated  in  tbe  aaid  prise 
before  tbe  seizure,  declaring,  aa  be  now  does,  that 
be  refera  to  the  note  of  this  protest,  made  an  tba 
23d  of  Jaauary,  which  was  made  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition  at  thia  command.  Ail  which  he 
declares  and  confirms  upon  the  oath  he  baa 
taken ;  and  baaing  required  thia  original  docu- 
ment to  takfo  his  recourse  therewith,  I  bava 
granted  bim  oomplete  and  ample  testimony  of 
the  same,  and  signed  it,  together  with  the  aaid 
commander  and  interpreter,  to  which  we  wit- 
nessed present  bear  testimony. 

GfL  JOSE  PACOT, 
JOHN  BROWN, 
JORGE  CLARK, 
JOSE  MARIA  UGARTE, 
JUAN  DE  ROSELLO. 

MEMORIAL. 

May  it  pleaee  your  Excdkncy : 

Mr.  John  Brown,  late  captaia  of  the  AflMiioan 
ship  Sabine,  formerly  the  Counleaa  of  Harcoart, 
with  all  due  reapeot  submits:  That  the  said  vaa- 
sel  being  within  the  shelter  aad  refuge  of  a  eredc 
of  tbe  riyer  called  Santa  Maria  la  Cliica,  (Little 
St.  Marys,)  within  the  Umita  of  tbe  domiotoaa  of 
Spain,  waa  attacked  and  seized  on  by  the  lorcaa 
of  Hia  Britannic  Majeaiy,  under  tbe  coaamand 
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9£  Admirftl  George  Coekbarn,  in  the  mode  and 
nsDoer  duly  set  forth  in  the  annexed  protest, 
made  and  entered  before  the  miJitary  and  ciTil 
commander  of  the  town  of  Fernandina,  and  at- 
tested by  proper  witnesses,  in  the  want  of  a  pob- 
lie  notary.  The  said  river  being  within  the 
Itmtts  of  the  dominions  of  His  Calhoite  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  ressel  seized  on  when  that  Power 
was  IB  a  state  of  peace  and  amity  both  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  offence  committed  by  this  ontrar 
geons  act  is  evident,  as  well  as  the  violation  of 
the  nentral  territory,  to  which  a  sacred  respect 
was  doe,  and  of  those  universal  laws  which  are 
maintained  and  acknowledged  by  all  independent 
States  and  Princes.  It  being  the  doty  of  this 
memorialist  to  claim  of  your  excellency  a  de- 
mand of  the  resiorattoa  of  said  vessel,  in  virtue 
of  the  protection  afforded  to  him  bv  the  stipula- 
tion contained  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
mmity.  limits,  and  navigation,  concluded  between 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  Octo- 
ber d7, 1705,  expressly  applicable  to  cases  of  this 
nature.  Hcl  therefore,  entreats  your  excelleooy 
to  be  pleased  to  cause  the  necessary  orders  to  be 
issued,  and  therewith  to  employ  all  due  efforts 
and  energy,  claiming  the  recovery  and  restora- 
tion of  the  said  vessel,  aad  addressing  the  same 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  of 
Great  Britain,  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  of 
mdmiralty  or  vice^dmiralty,and  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  and  functionaries  authorized  to  take 
icognizanee  of  such  matters,  to  the  end  that,  on 
the  exhibition  of  such  proofs  as  may  be  produced 
and  appear  satisfactory  and  competent  to  sub- 
aiantiate  the  contents  of  the  afore-mentioned  pro- 
test, the  said  ship  may  be  restored,  together  with 
everything  belongio|[  to  her  at  the  time  of  her 
capture.    All  which  is  hoped  from  your  justice. 

JOHN  BROWN. 
St.  AuGUSTiNB,  Fcu^  April  6, 1815. 

DsoRM.-— St.  Augustine,  6th  April,  1815.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Auditor  of  the  War  Department. 

KINDELAN. 

NoTiFiCiiTiON.-^Before  me,  Juan  de  Entralgo, 
Government  notary  pro  tern.  At  St.  Augustine, 
on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  month  and 
year,  I  attest  that  1  notified  the  foregoing  decree 
to  Captain  John  Brown. 

ENTRALGO. 

OPINION. 
MayUpleate  your  ExeeUmcy: 

This  petition  is  the  third  that  has  been  pre- 
sented in  this  superior  tribunal,  of  like  nature  to 
that  subsditted  by  Mr.  John  Brown.  In  the  two 
former  cases,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Eng- 
lish Admiral  then  at  Cumberland  Island,  in  whien 
it  was  requested,  with  all  the  politeness  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  existing  alliance,  to  be  pleased  to 
cause  to  be  restored  to  their  respective  owners 
the  vessels  claimed  by  each  one,  on  the  ground 
of  their  having  been  captured  in  omr  waters,  it 


being  esaentiaily  important  to  extend  to  ihem 
when  so  situated,  the  proteettOD  of  our  Gorerv- 
ment,  in  conformity  to  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  limiu,  and  navigatioa,  con- 
cluded between  our  Coart  and  the  United  States 
on  the  27th  of  October,  17d5,  which  mas  thus: 
[Here  follow  the  words  of  the  article.]  But  hav- 
ing been  informed  extrajndicinily,  not  only  that 
the  vessels  so  captured  within  the  Spanish  wa- 
ters have  not  been  restored,  bnt  that  the  interpo* 
sition  of  our  Government  has  been  received  with 
indifference,  it  is  expedient  that  the  ebim  shoohl 
be  made  with  all  the  energy  required  by  che  ease^ 
and  the  honor  of  the  nation  asserted,  by  cansrag 
due  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  inviolable  rights  of 
neatrahty.  By  a  reference  to  the  foregoing  ar- 
ticle, it  is  abundantly  proved  that  the  citizeos  of 
the  United  States  are  entitled  to  the  proteetton 
of  our  Government  while  within  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory, and,  consequently,  to  resort  to  it  in  claim- 
ing lor  them  the  restitution  of  such  property  as 
may  have  been  uken  from  them  withra  the  lim- 
its of  our  jurisdiction ;  it  is  therefore  evident  and 
incontrovertible  that,  as  the  said  treaty  remains  in 
full  force,  it  is  indispensable  to  maintain  and  ob- 
serve its  whole  tenor  and  stipnlntiQna. 

But  setting  aside  so  decisive  ao  authoritj  in 
support  of  the  protection  due  to  a  friendly  Power 
so  circumstanced,  it  is  sufficient  to  view  the  ease 
as  connected  with  the  principles  of  the  laws  of 
nations — a  subject  so  thoroughly  discnssed  by  all 
politicians,  that  no  one  possessing  any  ideas  upon 
internatiooal  law  dissents  from  the  general  opin- 
ion of  all  the  civilians  as  to  the  degree  of  aid  to  be 
afforded  to  those  who  take  shelter  in  the  ports  or 
within  the  limits  of  a  friendly  Power ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  a  native  of  the  Kingdom, 
any  vMsel  taking  shelter  under  the  cannon  of  a 
neutral  port  ought  to  be  defended  by  i^  by  keep- 
ing the  pursuers  at  the  distance  of  cannon  shot 
And  would  it  not  be  a  stain  on  the  character  of 
our  nation  to  pretend  to  misunderstand  the  fact 
of  a  friendly  vessel  being  taken  oat  of  the  Span- 
ish waters,  although  only  made  fast  to  the  trees 
of  our  terhtory,  by  a  force  belonging  to  a  Power 
which)  although  our  ally,  was,  however,  then  at 
war  with  the  other  1  Such  an  indifference  would 
give  rise  to  all  manner  of  conjeetares,  which 
every  one  would  interpret  as  they  pleased,  but  ail 
tending  to  throw  discredit  on  oar  national  chsr^ 
acter.  Doubts,  at  least,  would  be  entertained  of 
our  good  hxih  in  observing  our  compacts,  which 
delicate  point  is  the  distiagoishin^  principJe  that 
has  ever  characterized  the  Spanish  name;  and 
it  is  well  known  how  important  it  is  for  a  aatioa 
faithfully  to  observe  her  treaties.  The  sixth  ar- 
ticle, above  referred  to,  is  so  clear  aad  explicit  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  the  slightest  misinterpretation; 
and  if  it  were  now  to  give  it  a  sease  different 
from  that  expressed  in  it,  the  misohievoos  conse- 
quences would  be  easily  seen. 

The  general  opinion  of  all  political  writers  is, 
that,  by  a  violation  of  a  single  article  of  a  treaty, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  whole  ought  not  to  be 
considered  as  violated.  This  point  has  been  suf- 
ficiently discussed  by  all  the  civilians.    It  ean- 
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Bot  be  dortM  tkat,  stmtljr  cMudhvcd,  tbe  lailare 
in  the  last  anieleof  ft  treaty  iavaitdmtn  the  whole, 
la  fact,  what  dejMiuieDce  can  be  plseed  on.  the 
word  of  a  natioD  which  doei  not  rmithfuUy  per- 
form its  promises?    IVhat  it  stipulated  cannot 
be  undone  or  annulled,  notwitttttniding  there 
may  be  ao  innocent  cause  for  it.    The  impor- 
tance of  a  faithful  observance  of  treaties  may  be 
inferred  (he  adds)  from  their  being  so  highly  in- 
terestiog  for  the  public  welfare^  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  formed ;  for  this  reason  they 
are  inrioiaole  and  sacred,  and  the  Prince  or  na- 
tion which  would  seek  to .  Tiolate  them  would 
justly  be  considered  as  the  enemy  of  the  general 
weal  and  th  e  rights  of  nations.  All  nations  would 
be  under  th^  necessitv  of  openly  deelarinff  them- 
selves against  the  violation  of  the  public  fahh,  as 
disturbers  of  society."    If  our  Qovemment  did 
not  claim  with  firmness  the  property  taken  from 
the  United    States  within  tne  limits  of  Spain, 
who  can  doubt  that  such  an  indifference  would 
be  sufficient  to  authorize  the  conclusion  that  the 
treaty  concluded  between  the  two  nations  on  the 
27th  of  October,  1795,  was  thereby  violated? 
Even  the  Snglish,  who  have  made  prise  of  Ame- 
rican vesaela within  the  Spanish  dominions,  would 
disapprove  our  conduct,  and  consider  themselves 
released  from  the  present  ties  of  amity  in  the  ex- 
pectation that,  under  similar  circumstances,  they 
would  be  depriv-ed  of  that  ftkvor  and  peotectioa 
to  which  they  are  entitled  in  consequence  of  our 
close  alliance,    i  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  a 
formal  application,  in  polite  terms,  and  embracing 
all  the  case,  be  addressed  to  the  members  of  the 
admiralty  court  at  Bermuda,  or  anj  other  com- 
petent tribunal  in  Great  Britaio,  claiming  for  the 
said  John  Brown,  and  all  others  interested  with 
him  in  the  case,  all  due  justice;  and  hoping  that 
the  tribunal  taking  cognizance  of  it  will  be  pleased 
to  apply  to  this  present  application,  that  it,  togeth- 
er with  the  result,  may  be  laid  before  our  courL 

JUAN  DE  A.  SANTSCHIES. 
St.  AoGUSTiiiB,  April  11, 1815. 

Deorbk.-— St.  Augustine,  11th  April,  18I5- 
Opinion  of  the  Auditor  at  War  in  the  foregoing 
dictamen.  KINDBLAN. 

Before  me,  Joan  de  Entralgo,  notrarypro/cnt. 
of  the  Qovemment. 

NoTA. — i  certify  that  on  the  same  day  the  ap- 
plication  above  referred  to  was  made  out  aad  d«» 
fivered  to  the  party  interested. 

ENTRALGO. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  conformable 
to  the  originals  deposited  in  the  archives  under 
my  charge,  to  which  I  refer;  and  that  by  order 
of  Don  Jose  Coppinger,  colonel  of  the  royal  ma- 
rines, civil  and  military  j^overnor  of  this  lortified 
place  and  province,  for  Sis  Majesty,  the  ijreaent 
documents  hare  been  made  out,  which  I  sign  on 
eight  sheets  of  common  paper,  not  having  used 
stamped  paper. 

JUAN  DE  ENTRALGO, 
8ecniarf(fthe  Qcivernim/enL 

St.  AueunTiita,  Flosioa,  fVb.  4, 1818. 


No.  7. 

St.  Augustins,  December  30, 1814. 

Sib  :  At  the  time  you  stated  to  me  yerbally  the 
motives  of  your  coming  to  this  place,  I  had  (ha 
honor  to  represent  to  you,  in  like  manner,  the  or- 
ders I  had  received  from  my  Government  to  ob* 
serve  the  strictest  neutrality;  that  I  could  not, 
therefore,  permit  any  communication  with  the 
English  vessels  which  might  appear  off  the  bai^i 
that  1  would  give  you  every  liacility  for  a  passage 
to  Providence;  that  you  would  bfe  pleased  to  dis- 
charge the  escort  of  the  people  of  color,  which, 
imder  an  erroneous  idea  of  this  province  being 
invaded,  you  had  obtained  from  the  Seminoles  as 
a  safeguard  on  your  journey ;  all  which  I  repeat 
to  yott  officially  for  your  information  aud  govera^ 
meat;  and  1  now  add  that,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  1783,  both^be  Floridas  were  ceded  to  Spain 
by  Great  Britain,  i^ith  the  same  rights  therein  as 
possessed  by  the  latter ;  and  that  by  the  Treaty  (k 
St.  lldefonso  with  the  United  States  of  Anaericy^ 
in  1796,  the  northern  boundaries  of  those  prov* 
inces  were  defined,  namely,  by  a  line  commencing 
at  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  thirty* 
first  degree  of  latitude,  and  running  thence  to 
the  river  Chatahoochee,  and  from  the  junction  of 
that  river  and  the  Flint,  bv  a  right  line,  to  the 
head  of  the  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Georgia; 
therefore,  all  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country 
to  the  south  of  said  line  are  under  the  dominion 
and  protection  of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  and  such 
of  them  as  inhabit  eastward  of  the  river  Appala^ 
chee  are  included  within  the  limits  of  the  eastern 
province,  under  my  government ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  any  disem- 
barcation  of  troops  within  those  limits,  or  expe- 
dition directed  towards  this  province  for  thepur^ 
pose  of  attacking  the  United  Stat^  wilt  be  con- 
sidered as  a  rupture  on  the  part  of  Cfreat  Britain ; 
and  that  in  such  case  I  shall  conduct  myself  as 
becomes  my  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  my  respect, 
and  to  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  in* 
form  me  in  writing  of  your  intentions. 
Gk>d  preserve  you  may  years. 

SEBASTIAN  KINDELAN. 

To  Capu  GiOBOB  Woodbihb. 

A  true  copy :       TOMAS  D1&  AGUILAR. 

No.  8. 

Ct^tmi  Woodbine  $o  Gooemor  Kindelan, 

St.  AuouflTWB,  Dec  30, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  ra* 
ceipc  of  your  two  notes  of  this  date.  In  reply 
to  the  former,  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have 
never  used  any  endeavoia  to  induce  the  colored 
people  {Um  maremm)  of  the  province  to  desert ;  an 
tha  contrary,  my  instructions,  since  1  have  bean 
ia  the  Indian  territory,  have  beea  to  give  every  aid 
fas  far  as  requisite)  to  the  cause  of  our  good  and 
laUhful  ally,  the  SpaaUh  aation ;  I  am  only  a«- 
thorixed,  in  case  any  deserters  should  come  ta 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  to  protect 
and  recroit  them  for  theearyiaa  of  His  f  ntannia 
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Majesty,  tyreetbly  to  ih*  procUmation  of  Vice 
Admiral  Sir  AlezaoderCoehrane;  copy  of  which 
I  eDclose  for  your  information.  With  respect  to 
the  few  Indian  and  colored  people  (mormor)  who 
Mteoded  me  as  an  eacort,  as  their  appearance 
seems  to  have  prodaeed  some  sensation  amon|^ 
the  inhabitants,  fVom  an  onetsinesa  mboat  their 
slares,  I  hare  given  them  orders  to  withdraw 
immediately  to  a  greater  distance  from  their 
neighborhood,  awl,  if  possible.  I  wiH  leave  this 
place  in  the  eTenini^.  I  should  not  have  brought 
this  smalt  escort  with  me  if  I  had  not  been  in- 
Ibrmed  bv  the  Seminole  chief  Bowlm  that  he  ^ 
had  certain  intelligeace  that  a  party  of  mounted 
bandftli  were  committing  hostilities  against  the 
Spanish  anthorities  in  this  neighborhood.  I  am 
greatly  obliged  by  the  honor  yon  do  me  b|r  ac- 
qoatoting  me  with  the  boundaries  of  the  terntorv 
which  Spain  considers  as  hers,  which  I  shall 
ooaaa^nnlcate  to  my  commanding  oflieer. 

I  bes  you  to  accept  my  sincere  acknowledff- 
ments  for  yonr  politeness,  and  that  yon  would 
believe  me  to  be  your  most  devoted  humble 
servant, 

GEORQE  WOODBINE. 
Captain  Royal  MaHne$,  ^ 

His  Bz'cy  Don  S.  BLi hdbuln,  fc. 

No.  9. 
Ldttr  of  BoUtk  {B<noleg»)  to  thi  Governor  of  Ftorida. 

May  7. 

Be  nieased  to  inform  me  if  it  is  your  wish  I 
shoula  go  and  see  you,  and  be  so  good  as  to  write 
to  me.  I  cannot  leave  this  now,  as  I  do  not  know 
but  I  shall  soon  have  the  enemy  npoa  me;  I 
therefore  cannot  go  at  present;  please  to  inform 
me  if  it  is  for  His  Majesty's  business  or  not.  I 
also  wish  you  would  advise  me  what  I  am  to  do 
with  these  Americans  who  come  and  steal  my 
]iroperty«  I  wish  you  to  send  me  a  letter  from 
your  own  hand. 

BOLECK,  C^itfofthe  nathn. 

No.  10. 

Tke  Governor  of  Stmt  Fhridm  to  the  htdian  Chief 

Bpkck. 

St.  AuotiaTncif  B^oaukA,  May  31, 1816. 

FHmuhmdbnitkerBUdehfChiefqfthe  Seminole 
Nation:  The  wish  I  have  constantly  had  since 
my  entrance  into  this  Gtovernmeat  to  become 
known  to  you,  in  consequence  of  the  satisfactory 
information  given  me  oy  my  predecessor,  Don 
Juan  Jfose  do  Estnrdo,  of  the  friendship  and  good 
vaderstaodiog  ha  has  expeiieneed  in  his  iater- 
eomae  with  the  Seminole  nation^  ol  whith  yon 
are  the  chief,  induoad  me  to  express  to  yoa  by 
t»«  of  your  wsrriora  the  pleaaare  I  would  have 
im  r^eeivlng  a  visit  &om  yon  whonevor  cirqnaa- 
atasocs  may  permit  yon.  I  now  repeat  the  sanie 
to  you  in  writiag,  in  consequence  of  the  desire 
you  naanifest  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  inataat, 
whiok  waa  delivered  to  mo  by  one  of  year  people, 
10  which  yott  add  a  reqoest  that  I  would  give  yon 
my  advice  as  to  the  meaatees  you  should  take 
leiativo  lo  the  cofttiaual  lobbery  of  your  cattle; 


to  ynbiek  i  rapif •  that  f«i  maf  paofMt  it  by 
rceolucdv  driving  off  dM  poiaoB*  «4o  plnder 
yon.  Whoroo^ni  I  aaanro  yam  of  any  good  wiil 
and  siocoro  desko  to  aerve  voa« 

J06B  COFPINQKR. 
A  trae  copy :       TOMA8  DS  AQUILAR. 

No.  lU 

LeUerofike  Chirf  Boledk. 

SuwAHEB,  Sepiember  10, 1816. 

DoAE  Femmo:  I  received  yoar  Icuer  dated  in 
May^nnd  1  am  much  gratified  by  the  Arorable 
opinion  yon  are  pleased  to  entertain  of  bdo.  I  did 
not  expect  to  see  the  English  hero,  bat  on  their 
arrival  they  gave  ua  goed  advioo»  whieh  was  to 
molest  no  one,  and  when  they  were  gone  to  look 
on  the  Spaniards  as  our  friendai  aiaco  they  aod 
the  Spaniards  were  as  one.  When  we  wore  at  war 
with  the  Americans,  all  the  Indiana  did  us  injury  ; 
I  therefore  remain  quiet  till  I  see  what  they  wiU 
do.  Yott  are  still  calling  for  one,  but  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  go;  every  day  thoroare  talks  in  the 
nation,  and  I  cannot  leave  them.  You  wiU  great* 
ly.  oblige  ma  by  seeiog  to  the  paymoot  of  old  July, 
as  that  is  a  just  debt.  I  often  write  you,  but  I 
never  receive  an  answer. 

No.  12. 
7%e  Govamor  ef  Bmti  Fhridm  to  tke  Chirf  Bokek. 
St.  Auomriita,  Flohida,  9epi.  S6, 1816. 

Ptiendand  brother  BoUck^  CMtf  of  the  Semi- 
nole nation:  In  consequence  of  your  recommen- 
dation, and  of  the  Justice  of  the  claim  of  your 
negro  slave  July,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due 
him  bv  Don  Francisco  rellicer,  I  ordered  it  to 
be  made,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  done,  as  1 
have  been  assured.    This  is  very  agreeable  to  me, 
as  it  has  procured  me  the  satistactioa  of  proving 
the  frienclsbip  I  have  for  you,  which  would  never 
allow  me  to  leave  unanswered  the  letters  which 
you  say  you  have  written  me,  if  I  had  received 
them.    Mv  wish  that  we  should  see  each  other 
ariaes  solely  from  the  pleasure  I  aboold  have  in 
knowing  you ;  aod  if  your  sentiments  are  tho 
sante^  when  your  duties  permit,  I  shall  take  that 
opportunity  of  giving  vou  my  opinion  as  to  the 
runaway  negroes  who  have  taken  refuge  in  your 
territory — an  affair  which  cannot  fail  to  produce 
disagreeable  consaquencoa  with  the  Amertcaa 
natioo,  as  I  havo  seen  that  they  iMdy  destroyed 
the  establishment  at  Appaiaehieola,  aa  I  have 
beea  iaformod  by  several  of  your  warriors,  aad  I 
am  sorry  to  observe  that  some  of  them  have  fall- 
en there.    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  yon  some 
paper,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  sincere  friendship 
and  good  wishes.  JOSE  COPPINQER. 

To  our  {food  friend  and  brother  Boleck, 
Chtef  of  the  Seminoie  nation. 

A  true  copy:       TOMAS  DE  AQUILAR. 

No.  13. 

NovxMasR  18, 1816. 
Sta :   I  had  ike  honor  of  rteeiving  yonr  letter 
of  SepiemAiar,  bHi  tho  impaaaibilicg  of  lodiag  a 


mt 


mi 


iWflfiiiHi  wM  4bMki» 


pcnoB  10  vriie  «»«asiptr  it  tii»CMUB«f  thUa|h 

pareDt  negltet. 

Iihall  be  vtxy  bafpjr  to  keop  »p4i|paod  nodfr* 

itanding  AAdcorMspoAdooeo  with  )[oa^aii4I  bop« 

you  wti^when  ooiuoQ  offers,  adriso  me  of  such 

tbiDCB  as  majr  be  of  serTiee  to  myself  and  my 

people.    My  warriors  and  otliers  wbo  go  to  St. 

AugnstiDe  retom  with  fatse  reports  teadiiiff  to 

bataMaad  dufluirfa  my  people,  and  prerent  tnem 

atteadiag  to  tbek  asaal  ayoofttioM.    At  ane 

tiae^  (he  Americnas^  supported  by  a  forea  a| 

tbvee  tboiMUHl  men,  aad'saeb  of  oar  bretbrea  at 

thtj  bave  eoai|MelJed  to  joia  tb^m^  ar«  ratiauD|g 

liaes  fsr  witbio  oQr  tercitory }  at  aaotber,  they 

areeolleetJBg  a  lar^ foroe  at  Fqri  Miicbell,  ia 

tbe  forJis  of  tkv  Fliat  and  Cbataboocbea  tiw^nt 

to  fall  OQ  tk«  tovas  that  may  aot  joio  tbem^ 

New,  m.  we  kaow  of  aa  reasoa  tbwj  eaa  baii^ 

for  attaoiin^  an  iaotffiiOMve  and  uoofiendiqg  i>e<^> 

pie,  whose  wiaii  it  is  to  ioihabit  their  wood«»  with* 

eat  dktarbiAg  or  being  distarbed  by  any  oae* 

We  bare  -  nooe  of  their  slares ;  we  have  taken 

aoaeof  their  property  sinee  they  made  peaee 

with  ottr  good  father.  King  Qeorge;  we  haye 

followed  tbe  orders  of  the  ofiieer  of  our  faiher. 

who  wasMaong  «0,  Colood  fid  watd  Nieholl%  aM 

ia  nowise  molesied  the  Amceican^  thoaga  wa 

daily  see  tkem  ettcroachiag.on  our  lands,  stealing 

oar  caule,  aad  mardering  or  aacrying  off  our 

people*    We  were  told  by  the  same  omoer  thai|, 

as  ailiee  of  our  father,  we  were  ineluded  in  the 

treaty  of  peaee  between  04u  geo4  father  and  the 

Americans,  and  that  the  latter  were  to  give  up 

aU  tbe  territory  that  bad  been  taken  from  us 

beibra  the  war;  but,  so  far  from;  ooaapiyiog  with 

the  ninth  artieie  of  thai  treaty,  they  are  making 

daily  eaeroachnents,aad  forgiag  treaties  (whieS 

they  piemad  aie  ooaaluded  mm  ear  people)  for 

cessions  and  grants  of  land  whioh  never  were  la 

ezistenee^  ai|4  the  signatures  to  whioh  are  an- 

known  t<^  the  ebiefs  of  tha  Creek  nation,  who 

aloae  have  a  right  to  assign  or  transfer  tbe  oom« 

mon  property,    The  waat  of  a  proper  person 

among  our  jpeople  to  aoquaint  us  with  these 

tnasaetiona  is  the  cause  of  our  loag  silence  on 

tbea^  and  leads, the  world,  as  weliaa  our  friends, 

to  think  we  ar^  in  leafue  with  the  Americans. 

The  principal  chieU  of  tiM  nation  assembled 
lately  at  my  town  of  Sabwahoa,  and  resolved  to 
inform  tbe  Minister  of  King  Cieorge  at  Wash* 
ingtoa  of  our  grievances,  and  of  the  conduct  and 
aeurpaiiosi  of  tbe  Americans,  which  was  accotrd* 
inglv  done,  and  copies  seat  to  fingland.  Until 
we  have  one  or  more  persons  among  our  people 
to  watob  over  our  righu  aad  interest,  we  snail 
eontiaaa  to  be  eiposed  to  the  same  conduct  on 
the  part  oi  the  AamicArnB,  whose  system  appears 
to  be  the  desuueiian  of  our  peace  aad  traaquil- 
lity,  and  ejtpelling  us  from  our  native  land. 

X  ou  deetfod  tmt  I  would  chase  aff  those  who 
steal  my  eatikv  d^»  Some  of  my  people  have 
lately  driven  away  several  Americaiw  who  were 
endeavoring  to  set^  at  Laohiia»  and  I  do  not 
doubt  they  wiU  represent  that  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, although  yaa  well  kaow  that  Lachua  is  ia 
the  bear  t«Ciny  tefffiiecy:ian4.was>«BtiiihaAtaar* 


iaaaa  killed  my  brother,  our  obaaftaww^    I  reiota 
ymi  n»f  thanks  for  your  letter, 

AndTam,  with  great  respect,  yoor  aaost  obadi* 
ent,  humble  servant, 

Biark  of -hBOLECK, 
Chirf^SkminoUmUiMal  Sahwahtm. 

His  Sie'y  Don  Somm  Coppiiiaaa, 

Governor  tf  SL  Aug^uHm. 

St,  AuGtJsTiNi,  Florioa, 

December  20, 1816. 
Fn»no  and  Bbotbbb  Bolbok: 

Your  ieuer  of  the  18th  November  was  delia- 
ered  to  me  yesterday  by  one  of  your  servants,  in 
which  you  inform  me  of  Ihe  receipt  nf  mine  of 
the  26th  Sepumber  last,  and  other  circumstances 
which  five  you  and  vour  warriors  itneasineMK 
I  see  with  pain  that  the  whole  comes  from  the 
information  of  persons  in  whom  you  ought  nnt 
to  place  the  smallest  confidence,  it  being  tbeit 
principle  to  employ  such  opportunities  for  the 
purpose  of  seducing  you  ana  your  people  frooa 
their  daily  labors.  In  consequence  of  this,  and 
of  what  you  tell  me  of  your  desire  to  keep  up  the 
be^t  understanding  and  correspondence  with  me, 
and  of  jrour  hope  that  tbe  opportunities  will  not 
be  wanting,  let  me  give  you  such  counsel  as  ma{ 
be  useful  to  y4Mi.  your  people,  and  warriors.  4 
will  do  so  from  toe  seatimenu  of  sincere  friend^ 
ship  I  bear  towards  yoa — ^fearfuJ,  kowever,  that 
the  seatimenu  of  others  who  come  into  the  ter- 
ritory under  the  appearance  of  friendship,  bul 
with  had  intentioni^  may  influence  your  mind% 
and  obtain  your  confidence,  by  tbeir  flattering 
representations^  It  is  asceruined  here  that  two 
persons  have  lately  presented  themselves  as  com«> 
missioners  of  the  English  nation,  who  have  car" 
ried  off  several  runaway  negroes,  belonging  to 
subjects  of  the  King  my  master  and  your  friends 
among  whom  was  one  of  Dan  Francisco  Pelli- 
cer's,  and  another  of  Bunch's*— both  inkabitanls 
of  this  province.  This  did  not  seem  credible  to 
me,  as  I  could  not  suppose  that  so  good  a  friend 
to  our  nation  ae  you  are  could  consent  to  such 
proceedings.  But,  in  case  they  hava  really  iiap<- 
pened,  you  will  be  sensible  of  their  great  impro- 
priety, and  of  the  just  pounds  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  persons  so  in j ured,  who  are  desirous, 
as  well  as  myself,  of  assuring  you  of  the  sineera 
good  will  and  friendship  we  have  for  the  Semi- 
nole tribe  of  Indians,  of  which  yoa  are  the  chieL 

I  ani|  with  great  respect,  jtour  most  affectionr 
ate  and  faithfiu  .servant,  ^ 

JOSE  COPPlNOEtt.  , 

Friend  and  Brother  Bolggk, 

Cki^i^  the  &mm(U  tribe  f^hiiiiam.  . 


Dm  lAde  de  Onie  to  the  Stetetaty  nfmdt. 

Wabhinoton,  May  7,  181ff. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  official  advice,  through 

different  channels,  that  the  expedition  oi  Frcnck 

adventurers  which  left  PhiladelphiA  towards  Uie 

tnd  of  last  year»  frfth  the  appasent  intentioiv  of 
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IMoHoHB  wiih  Spttin* 


foitg  to  Tmnbi^bee,  but  in  realtty  to  QtlTetiM, 
18  DOW  receiring,  it  tbe  fmmtt  pkee,  a  coofttd- 
erable  namber  of  reoraits,  and  km  supplies  of 
military  stores  from  the  ports  of  New  Orleans, 
Charleston,  StTannah,  and  others  within  this 
RepoMk ;  from  whence  they  proceed  in  small 
parties  to  Galvetion,  and  thus  eiode  the  Tigiknce 
of  the  GtoTernmenC 

From  the  period  at  which  (namely,  on  the  6th 
of  September  last)  I  annoQneed  to  you  the  pre- 
parations for  this  expedition,  referring  for  its  un- 
questionable certainty  to  the  plan  communicated 
to  this  Qorernment  by  the  Minister  of  France, 
which  offered  the  most  indubitable  proof  that 
Joseph  Bonaparte  was  at  the  head  of  it,  with  the 
rash  project  of  being  crowned  King  of  Mexico, 
I  haTe  relied  on  your  assurances  to  the  same 
Ambassador,  and  which  were  forthwith  com- 
municated bv  him  to  me,  that  the  most  effectual 
measures  baa  been  taken  by  the  Gorernment  to 
prevent  its  execution.  But,  perceiving  that  this 
expedition  dailjr  takes  a  greater  consistence,  and 
that  the  recruiting  and  supplies  clandestinely 
•ent  from  this  Republic  are  not  put  a  stop  to,  I 
can  no  longer  refrain  from  again  calling  your 
attention,  and,  through  vou,  that  of  the  President, 
to  the  enormous  abuse  or  the  hospitality  offered  by 
this  Republic,  on  the  part  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  and 
his  adherents,  with  a  view  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  and  especially  that  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  King,  my  master. 

I  would  have  considered  mjse\(  dispensed 
tVom  the  necessity  of  again  pressing  this  subject 
on  your  attention,  if  it  had  appeared  possible  for 
me  to  restrain  these  armaments  by  tne  employ- 
ment of  judicial  means;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  April  last  for  preserv- 
ing neutrality  with  foreign  nations,  ana  others 
already  in  force,  although  highly  judicious,  are 
easily  eluded ;  and  although  these  practices  are 

fublic  and  notorious  throughout  the  whole  Union, 
[is  Majesty^  Consuls  advise  me  that,  throueh  a 
deficiency  of  evidence,  they  cannot  be  retained 
by  a  regular  applieation  of  the  law. 

Convinced,  however^  as  I  am,  that  nothine  is 
more  remote  from  the  intention  of  the  President 
than  to  tolerate  hostile  expeditions  within  the 
territories  of  the  Republic,  directed  asainst  Pow- 
ers with  which  it  is  In  a  state  of  profound  peace, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  that  his  excellency 
will  take  into  his  most  serious  consideration 
what  is  due  to  the  demand  which  I  now  make 
in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  that  Joseph  Bona- 
)wrte,  the  Cknerals  Lallemand.  and  other  French- 
men now  residing  in  this  country,  be  compelled 
to  keep  themselves  withm  the  bounds  prescribed 
by  the  hospitality  and  generosity  with  which 
they  have  been  received,  and  prevented  irom  con- 
tinuing to  organize  expedUions.for  the  purpose 
of  invading  the  teiritory  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jeslj,  and  disturbing  the  peace  enjoyed  by  his 
subjects. 

I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to 
inform  me  of  the  measures  which  may  be  taken 
on  this  subject,  in  order  that,  in  communicating 
them  to  my  Sovereign,  His  Mi^esty  may  see  in 


tliem  «  eonifirmatloa  of 'the  cmieahle  sentiments 
of  this  Republic  towards  his  monarchy. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respects, 
and  pray  Ctod  to  preserve  you  manr  mrs. 

LUIS  DB  0N1S. 


Don  Lui$  de  Onis  to  tht  Secretary  of  State, 

BuvroLi  June  0, 181& 

Bib  ;  At  my  passage  through  Bnltimoi^  on  my 
war  to  Philadelphia,  it  was  represented  to  me 

a  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Consul  for  the  State  of 
aryland  that  there  were  then  in  that  port  foor 
pirates  or  privaieersy  if  von  please  so  to  call  theo, 
namely,  the  "  Independencia  del  Sad"  Captain 
Grennolds;  the  ''Poeyrredon,"  aUaa  ^limngore," 
Captain  Barnes ;  the  ^  Repttblictao,**  Capuin 
Chase;  and  the  schooner '^Alerta,"  Captain Chay* 
tor.  These  piratef,  denominated  privateers  or 
vessels  of  war  of  the  pretended  Qoverament  o( 
Buenos  Ayres,  have  entered  the  port  of  Baltimore 
for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the  spoil  resnltiag 
from  their  depredations  on  Spaaisli  commerce, 
and  of  refitting  and  arming  to  renew  these  ex- 
cesses on  the  high  seas.  It  is  a  matter  of  unt- 
vetaal  notoriety  at  Baltimore  that  three  of  the 
above-named  vessels  were  fitted  out  there,  and 
the  fourth  is  a  schooner  captured  by  them  from 
Spanish  subjects.  It  is  no  less  so  thnt  their  com- 
manders and  the  greater  part  of  the  crews  are 
American  citheens,  and  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
siuffle  individual  belonging  to  Buenoa  Ayres  to 
be  found  among  them. 

Whoever  has  read  the  so-called  coastituiion  of 
the  provisional  laws  existing  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
(for  there  is  nothing  there  bnt  what  is  provis- 
ional,) mnst  know  that  no  Teasel  oC  the  rebels 
ean  sail  under  their  flag  unless  the  captain  and 
one-half  of  the  orew  be  natives  of  that  country ; 
and  that  no  foreigner  can  be  natmalised  there 
till  after  five  years'  residence.    I  soborit  to  yo«r 
judgment,  sir,  whether  on  such  grounds  the  ves- 
sels in  question  can  be  adminra  to  be  Boeoos 
Ajrrean  privateers,  or  whether  the, American  cap- 
tains and  crews  that  man  them,  commissioned  or 
not  by  that  rebel  Government,  can  be  considered 
as  citizens  of  that  country ;  and  whether,  agree- 
ably to  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  existing  treaty 
between  His  Majesty  and  this  Republic,  they 
can  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  as  pirates  j 
and  if  it  be  possible  for  you  to  coneeal  frtna  yoar 
discernment  that  the  captains  and  crews  of  these 
vessels  have  violated  the  laws  of  this  Uaioa  in 
perpetrating  these  atroeities  to  the  dishonor  of 
the  American  name.    I  repeat  that  I  submit  it 
to  your  consideration  to  determine  whether  the 
priies  made  by  vessels  under  these  circunnstances 
ought  not  to  be  restored  to  their  lawAil  owners, 
or  that  these  persons  ought  to  be  indemniied  by 
the  United  8fates|,  seeing  that  they  have  tolerates 
Mieh  armameats  in  violation  of  their  laws,  of  i:he 
laws  of  nations,  and  of  the  existing'  trcatf  be- 
tween Spain  and  this  Republic. 

1  am  aware,  sir,  that  you  will  lell  me  that  the 
courts  are  open  to  the  recogninmee  of  claims  of 
this  natare,  and  ready  to  apply  the  law  to  such 
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eases  as  oaeor  ana  •m  sMportai  bf  40tMlt  tea* 
tifflosf ;  bat  I  am  noder  we  neoessary  of  daelar* 
iog  to  yoa  thai  it  is  in  rain  to  seek  such  tasti« 
mooy,  boweyer  eka?  il  may  be  to  evaryboiy. 
1  have  remooitrated  Ja  the  most  pointed  iDaaoer 
with  His  Majesty^  Coassl  on  his  atteotioii  to 
points  of  so  mneh  impoftanee ;  b«t  be  has  provad 
to  me  that  a  gitat  portion  of  the  commereial  peo- 
ple of  Baltinore  being  interested  in  the  eases 
which  prodvee  my  present  reelamatioas,  no  one 
is  wiliifig  to  come  forward  and  oftr  testimony 
against  what  is  termed  the  general  inlarest;  and 
thos  the  wise  measures  of  Qoret nment  are  eluded, 
jostiee  is  paralyzed,  and  the  soita  preorasttaated 
and  deferred  from  court  to  coort,  with  a  view  to 
deprive  His  Majesty's  sabjecta  of  that  jnafioe 
which  they  have  an  undoabted  right  to  seek  in 
the  triboaaia  on  all  their  claims. 

Presomsng  that  all  I  have  stated  is  well  known 
to  yon  and  to  Ibe  President,  I  cannot  bat  pefsaade 
myself  that  it  is  highly  disapproved  of  $  and  I  am 
entirely  wilUof  to  believe  that,  if  these  abasea 
are  not  reaiadied,  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  doe 
attention  to  the  miccaiion  of  the  orders  of  Ibe 
Government ;  hot  my  datyxooipek  me  to  eaU  ibe 
attention  of  the  Preaident  to  this  imporuni  poiat. 
and  to  repreaeat  to  htm,  throogh  the  mediam  of 
yoor  departmeat,  that  fas  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain)  the  vcsseLi  ia  qaesttoa,  in  addition 
to  their  object  in  coming  hither,  for  the  porpose 
of  eoDveyiog  to  the  parties  interested  at  Balti- 
more the  proceeds  at  their  spoliations  on  the 
Spanieb  eommerce,  and,  among  others,  that  of 
the  Phtlippine  Compaay'a  ship  Triton,  to  the 
amoaat  or  a  miilioQ  aad  a  half  of  dollars,  oap- 
tnred  by  the  pirate  "  Independeneia  del  Bod,''  and 
carried  to  Boenos  Ayres  to  be  sold  there,  have  a 
project  in  fictiag ont aaew, and  of  aitaekingsome 
possession  of  the  King,  my  master,  on  this  ooati- 
aent,  to  whioh  they  m^  more  eaaily  send  their 
pciies  $  that  these  same  privateers  have  brought 
m  two  Spanish  prizes,  which  are  at  this  moment 
in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  one  of  them  a  vessel 
belonging  to  the  royal  navy.    I  therefore  demand, 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  the  restota* 
tion  of  those  prizes^  as  having  beea  made  by 
American  citizens  and  vessels  lilted  oat  in  this 
coaatry,  in  violatiott  of  the  ezistiag  treaty  be> 
tween  the  two  Powers;  aad  that  the  saiHag  of 
the  said  privateers  be  slopped,  and  they  compelled 
to  give  seearity  for  the  result  of  aa  ezpediiiea, 
of  which,  without  knowing  positively  that  they 
intend  to  ezecate  it.  1  have  the  strongest  ground 
for  preaanaiag  they  mean  to  do.    I  therefore  hope 
that  this  subject  arill  receive  all  the  attention 
which  I  elaim,  and  that  you  will  be  persuaded 
that,  in  taking  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  it, 
it  is  because  1  have  no  other  reeeurse,  as  I  have  in 
aO  other  cities  of  the  Union,  where  the  officers  of 
the  Gh}vemmeat  afford  the  requiaile  atteaiion  to 
the  reelaraatioas  of  His  Majesty'^  coasuls,  and 
the  citizens  are  disposed  to  offer  the  necessary  tea* 
timoay  in  support  of  jastce  and  the  mainienanee 
of  the  laws. 
I  leiza  this  occasion  to  renew,  4ke. 

LUI8  DR  ONia 


Dm  lm9  ie  Omk  $0  ih§  SmrHm^  ^  SitU. 

Bristol,  Jwne  17, 1818. 
Sir:  It  is  now  some  time  since  Informatioti 
has  been  circulated  through  the  mediam  of  the 
newspapers,  and  through  privatechannels,  of  dif- 
ferent iocorsioDs  and  acts  of  hostility  committed 
within  the  territory  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  by 
divisions  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
General  Jackson,  destined,  as  it  appeared,  to  pur- 
sue and  chastise  the  Seminole  Inaians;  but  I  be- 
lieved Until  now  that  this  information,  although 
constantly  repeated  and  augmented,  doubtless  pro- 
ceeded from  vague  aod  unfounded  rumors^  as  I 
could  not  persuade  myself  that  such  acts  of  rio* 
lence  and  hostilitjr  could  be  committed  by  the 
United  States  against  a  friendly  Power,  aod  In 
the  midst  of  the  most  profound  peace.  How  was 
it  possible  to  believe  that,  at  the  very  moment  of 
a  negotiation  for  settling  and  terminating  ami- 
cably all  the  pending  differences  between  tne  two 
nations,  and  while  Spain  was  exhibiting  the  most 
eminent  and  generous  proofs  of  a  good  under- 
standing, and  the  most  faithful  observance  of  all 
the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  should  invade  the  Spanish 
provinces,  insult  the  commanders  and  officers  of 
their  garrisons,  and  forcibly  seize  on  the  military 
posts  aad  plaeea  in  those  provinces  7  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  official  advices  I  have  just  re- 
ceived from  the  Qovernor  of  West  Florida,  con- 
firm what  I  had  conceived  to  be  impossible. 

General  Jackson  and  his  officers  have  made 
demaoda  on  the  Goveraor  of  that  Spanish  prov- 
ince in  the  most  unbecoming  and  insulting  tone; 
they  have  in  difEereot  places  violated  the  Spanish 
territory  and  ita  waters  j  they  have  committed 
enotmoas  vexations,  anezamnled  in  history. 
With  considerable  force  they  fell  upon  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  and  compelled  the  Spaaish  garrisoo 
to  surreoder  prisoners  of  war ;  they  took  posses- 
sioB  of  that  fortress,  with  all  the  artillery,  war- 
like stores,  and  effecu,  without  drawing  up  aa 
inventory  of  the  same,  aod  have  exteaded  their 
military  posseasioa  over  the  bay  of  St.  Mark  and 
the  adiacent  eountry.  In  speaking  of  the  c«o^ 
duct  of  the  Amerioaa  General  and  his  officers,  I 
confine  myself  to  what  relates  to  the  act  pf  ho^ 
liliiy  and  violaace  committed  within  the  territory 
ef  the  Crown  of  Spaia,  to  the  vioUtioa  of  peacsi 
aad  the  forcible  oeeepatioa  of  theafocesaid  coun* 
try  aad  fort.  . 

Under  the  pretest  of  laaklnf  war  ag^iast  the 
Indiaaa  oa  complaiiKa.  or  motivaa  which  have 
neither  been  communicated  to  the  Qovernor  of 
those  proviaoes,  nor  to  the  Captain  General  of 
the  island  of  Cuba,  who  is  also  Goveraor  of  theoa; 
nor  to  any  other  Spanish  officer  or  public  iaae* 
ttonary,  the  domlnioas  of  East  Florida  have  like- 
wise been  invaded,  and  the  Saaniah  territory  ca- 
tered as  if  il  was  an  enemy's  country;  in  fine, 
General  Jackson  has  omitted  nothing  that  char- 
acterizes a  haughty  conqueror  but  the  circum- 
stance of  adding  to  these  monstrous  acts  of  hos- 
tility the  contradictory  expressions  of  peace  and 
friettdabrp  with  Spain. 
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I  tiMvfffoM  ^ftatf-  mjnM  aii#er  ilie  Mnettriiy  of 
prot«sttDg;StM9gi|MkB4  Aotemnly,  as  I  now  do,  in 
tJie  Dsme  of  the  Kiiy,  my  master,  against  the 
invasion  of  the  Fioridas,  and  a^inst  the  faking 
possession  of  the  fort  and  bay  oiSt.  Mark  by  the 
troops  of  this  Republic  ;  and  I  request  you,  sir,  to 
lay  oefore  the  President  this  my  protest,  in  full 
confidence  that  his  excellency  will  cause  things 
in  both  the  Fioridas  to  be  reinstated  and  placed 
in  tiatu  quo;  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  to  be  delivered 
mp  to  the  Spanish  commandant,  together  with  all 
the  ordnance,  warlike  stores,  and  elects  found  in 
that  fortress ;  and  all  damages  and  injories  caused 
in  the  Fioridas  by  the  officers  and  troops  of  this 
Union  to  be  fully  indemnified  and  compensated. 
In  the  meantime,  I  repeat  this  most  solemn  pro- 
test in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  all  which  I 
shall  duly  communicate  to  His  Majesty  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  this  note^  and  inform  me  of 
the  resolution  taken  by  the  President  thereon.  In 
the  meantime,  I  renew  the  expressions  of  my 
particular  re8|>ect,  and  pray  GU»d  to  preserve  yon 
many  years. 

LUIS  DB  oms. 


Ihn  Luii  d€  Onm  t9  ike  Sicr^imry  of  Staig. 

Bristol,  Jum  24, 1819. 

Sir  :  In  the  Naxional  Intelligencer,  which  is 
considered  in  this  country  as  the  Government 
paper.  I  have  seen  the  publication  of  the  attack, 
assault,  and  capture  of  the  place  of  Pensaeola  by 
the  Ameriean  troops  under  the  command  of  Oen- 
eral  Jackson ;  which  pnblioation^  is  repeated  in 
other  papers  of  the  Union,  and  of  which  I  have 
yet  seen  no  contradiction,  either  in  the  Govern- 
ment paper  or  in  any  other.  Notwithstanding 
which,  the  fiiet  appears  to  be  so  improteble,  from 
Its  very  enormity,  that  I  cannot  but  think  the 
pnUicatfon  has  originated  in  some  ill*foimded 
rvmor,  and,  under  this  impression,  I  have  defnv 
red  proceeding  to  the  Federal  city,  in  the  hope 
thai  some  light  might  be  thrown  upon  what  Inui 
really  taken  pinee ;  but  as  I  have  yet  received  no 
ofiloial  advice  from  the  Governor  of  Pensaeola, 
or  any  other  Spanish  authority  upon  4his  point, 
and  as  the  pobReafion  in  the  Qorernment  paper 
is  still  cirenlating  extensively^  I  etnnot  avoid 
applviiig  to  yoQ,  sir,  and  reqoeeting  that  yo« 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  in  a  positive,  die* 
l»et,  and  eap&ieit  naaaer,  wiiat  hfis  oocurred  in 
tina  matltr,  tagether  with  all  the  oirottmstaaeas 
ralaiing  W  iu 

I  await  your  answer  on  thia  tubjeet,  w  well  as 
tlMt  in  raktioa  lo  my  protest  and  reclamation 
eaMerning  the  aeisnre  of  the  fort  and  bay  of  St. 
Maik,  to  which  you  have  not  yet  been  pWaaed 
to  reply,    I  ate  thia  oeoaaion  to  renew,  m. 

LUIS  DK  ONIS. 


Don  1am  de  OnU  to  the  Seerdary  of  StaU. 

WAanmaTOH,  My  8, 1818. 
SiB :  The  article  pnblishad  ia  tha  National  la« 


ia  oAct  yapisu  of  the 
to  in  any  late  latter  writlCB  at 
Brialoi,  has  aalbrtaaately'  been  eonifaiad.    Oea* 
eral  Jaehaon,  with  tha  Ameiiaaa  fWaasaader 


or 


refenad 


command,  has  not  only  vioialad  the  dpaoish 
territory  aader  the  pretext  of  povaaiiig  aai  cba»« 
tiaiag  the  Sciaiaole  ladiaaa,  bat  ha  has  taken 
poMessioa  hy  force  of  anas,  of  the  fort  and  bay 
of  St.  Mark,  drrren  the  Bpaaish  garriaon  from 
thaae  plaees^  and  seat  them  as  pritoaera  to  Pea- 
saeala,  iha  capiial  of  West  Florid  Not  satiated 
with  this  caaraaoas  mitnge,  ha  aoarehatf  agaiast 
the  ktler  place,  aad  has,  by  apca  raptare  aatf 
bloodshed,  vtolaesd  the  peace  esAtag  hetweaa 
Spain  aad  the  Uaitad  Scttea.  He  deaaaadad  tha 
aorrender  of  Pentaeola,  as  if  war  had  been  de» 
claiad  betweea  the  twaaatioas;  aadoa  the 
fusal  of  the  Spaatah  Gkweraor  to 
deliver  ap  the  plaae,  the  Amerioaa 
availing  hianalf  of  iiis  sapenor  foiae^  attacked  it| 
aad  bombarded  tha  castle  of  BaianeaaL  wfaithar 
the  Oaveraar  had  retired  with  his.siaaH  garriaoa 
aad  each  of  the  inhabitaats  as  ehoaa  to  idiow 
him.  Having  stirreoaded  that  fartraes,  he  aaaa 
aiden  far  the  assaalt,  aad  eanied  it.  Vbe  Goa* 
eraor,  with  att  his  people,  waia  mada  priaeaecs  of 
war,  aad  were  sent  oil;  as  it  appeaia  hy  tlw  Anen* 
oan  Gcaeral,  to  Havana,  who  proetaded  to  exind 
his  aathority  over  tha  whole  of  West  Plovida,  by 
hoisting  on  tie  fovta  tha  dag  of  tha  Uaitad  States. 

Thus  haa  peace  heea  violated,  aad  nohts  tram* 
pied  ander  foot,  which  have  hitharea  oaea  held 
aa  most  sacred  aad  inviolable  by  all  aaaoae. 

These  fscts  need  no  ooiaaaeat ;  thar  are  aofo- 
rioiis,  and  speak  for  theataelvea:  their  eaormity 
has  filled  evea  the  people  of  this  Uaisa  with 
der  and  surprise,  and  eanaot  Ihil  to  excite  the 
tonishment  of  all  natioBs  aad  Govccaasents. 

The  American  General  can  baae  aelthar  pre* 
text  nor  subterfage,  of  whieh  he  nan  avail  him* 
self,  to  give  the  least  eoior  for  thia  iavasion  aad 
excessive  agareesian,  aaexaaspled  ia  tha  history 
of  nations.  Whaterer  pretexts  may  ha  rcaerted 
to,  to  mislead  and  impose  on  the  TnlfaK,  will  be 
fctvoloasj  eontmdiatoiry,aadialeified  by  the  very 
course  ot  events,  pnblie  aad  aaioriDoa.  It  canaac 
be  supposed  thai  the  Indhtaa,  against  whom  tha 
Amertean  commander  dtreaied  his  apesatioasi 
received  protectioB  in  Florida.  They  aaver  ra> 
eaived  either  faaor  or  proiaetioB  froai  the  Spaa- 
ith  authorities^  either  within  or  withaot  the  tarn* 
tory  under  their  jarisdiction. 

It  is  notoriaas  that  several  atroeioaa  aicadem 
aad  ringleadars  of  tha  Boath  Aawriaaa  icMa 
have  repeatedly  taken  refuge  within  the  iimiss  of 
this  Republic,  when,  being  panuad  hy  His  Ga- 
tholie  Majestyli  traop^  thet  weia  on  the  point  of 
failing  iato  their  hands.  Nooaecaa  he  ^aoiaat 
that  the  asylum  granted  to  the  onfortaaaia  ia 
oasea  of  this  aaMre  has  ever  beea  i expected  by 
all  civilised  nations,  aot  one  of  which  ever  took 
up  arms  to  go  and  tear  them  from  the  foic%a 
territorv  in  whieh  ihev  had  foand  an  vyhma, 
and  still  less  to  invade  and  take  poamaon  of 
such  territory,  in  violation  of  aa  eztating  peaee, 
and  in  contempt  efali  the  laws  and  aaered  prin- 
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Ml  StaUB  wiioieB;  lot  it  it  •upmmau9to  imdu 
•0  renmrMe  trutlis  tad  axtoait,  vhkdi  form  ao 
ciseotial  ptrt  of  the  laur  of  aalioBt,  iaaranMh  at 
the  eases  to  which  I  refer  do  act  ocevr  to  reqatte 
tiiehr  apiiiieatieo. 

The  Goreraor  of  Peasaeola  had  caadaetad 
Mmaelf  wUh  the  laosieempaloae  oironaaipeotioB, 
10  avoid  giiria^  the  eligihteet  froondof  eemplaint 
to  Qeoerai  Jaekaoo,  bis  officen,  and  troope.   Nei- 
ther he  aor  tha  Qoveraar  of  East  Florida  was 
notiied'of  the  ante  agaiost  the  Seiainole  Ikdia&i^ 
aor  were- they  iofonMd-of  the  jmt  eaaseaof  that 
war ;  nor  was  anr  call  made  upon  them  to  aeek 
aad  puoish  those  ImUaoa  ia  ease  of  thaar  having 
eoBinatted  agnasstoDs  apoa  tlie  lands  ot^ilizeas 
of  this  RapsAlia.     Hocssithsiaadiiig  tha  sotai 
omissioa  of  all  this,  whtak  wtm  to  have  beea  ei^ 
peeteiasa  sagular  and  necossary  eoaeefaeneaof 
the  stipalatioos  of  theeslstiag  treaty,  the  afore* 
said  Qovainar  giaoiad  no  fitvar  to  the  Indiaas, 
bat  forbade  tJaem  ta  enter  the  Bpantsk  terrttorjy  9 
and  whatt  .«.8iBali  navber  ef  iheeacame  to  Pe»* 
neola  to  naoeiva  the  aaanal  ptaseals,. the  >Qeraaf 
nor  allowed  enly  a  fow  of  t^MUt  to  enter  the 

££e,  withoat  their  aims,  and  intaaediateiy  after 
miseed  them.  He  laither  took  Bwty  naees* 
aary  preeaation  ta  prevent  their  being  sapplied 
with  arms  aad  amniaaitten  arithin  His  Majesty^ 
territories.  These  (acts  being  of  pnhlio notoriety) 
and  impoaaible  to  tefaiSy  there  eaa  be  no  exease, 
preteati  or  anbteEfage  offered  10  palliate  a  series 
of  saoh  ii*beatd  of  ei»trag|es. 

I  refrasB  frena  eaceriag  into  a  atiiniite  detail  of 
the  partieaiiaf  eaeeeses  oonunitted  by  the  Ameri^ 
can  cooiinander,  ills  offie^rs,  aad  troops.  On 
takiogr  A  viov  of  them,  it  weald  he  inferred  that 
the  war  against  .the  Indians  bas  been  merely  a 
pretext  for  General  Jaeksoa  to  fall,  as  a  oonqac* 
ror,  upoa  the  Spanish  proriaces,  aaprovided  as 
they  now.  are^  and  repMiag  ia  petfeot  secarlty, 
for  the  parpose  of  eatablisiiiog  tberela  the  do- 
mioioik  of  .this  Repablie  apoa  tiie  odioas  basis  of 
vioieaee  and  bloodshed,  i  eoafiae  ttfaalf,  for 
the  present^  te  the  scandalems  oaptuie  of  the  (btt 
aad  nay  of  Sl  Mark,  aad  to  i4e  attaak  and  ooon- 
pation  of  Fensaoolaaad  Baranaas^  by  the  Ameri- 
can ooaanaaaderi  who,  earrydog  Iris  mUiiaqr  aoea- 
siMes  |o  their  nAmoac  esteoi,  hss  redaced  the 
wbpia  of  West  Fkrifla,  driMn  off  the  Spanish 
QorerQOff  troops,  miiitaey  aad.  emi  effieen,  aad 
estnbliaiftAd,  ia  thieir  looaSf.  tha  Java  aftd  mmrnqti^ 
lies  of  tlhis  Repablk. 

I  SMSMauaded  that  tba  OoTssaaMOt  of  the 
United  States  Qaanat  have  aathooaed  this  hea> 
tUe,  bloody,  and  fisiooiensiavasaeo  ef  the  domin* 
ions  of  Spaio }  and  in  this  belief  I  only  do  jasiiee 
to  iu  bomane  feelai&  aad  the  eaiighteaed  and 
wnsht  priaeiplts  arnieh  ipavern  ils  poliey.  in 
tbe  Proeideai'ft  Message  to  Congseas  of  tbe^dtb 
of  Mar  eh  last,  I  observe  that  ^  ordera  have  beea 
given  to  parsae  aad  chastise  the  Searinole  la* 
dians;  and  that  if,  in  the  coarse  of  the  war,  it 
shfMild  be  necessary  to  eater  the  Spaaiah  territo- 
ry, tiM  attthorities  of  Spain  ase  to  be  respeetedf 
and  tbe  territory  evaenated.  the  moment  the  war 


Isat  aa  end.*'  I  observe,  too,  ttHit,  In  yoar 
eial  oorrespondeaee,  yen  have  given  me  assa* 
lances  of  the  padAe  views  of  year  Government, 
aad  of  the  siaeeie  desire  of  the  President  to  pre-' 
serve  frteedship  aad  ^ood  undetstandiog  with  the 
Qevernmeat  of  Spain.  Under  these  fortaaate 
aaspiees,  the  most  profoaad  peace  bas  sabslsted 
between  the  two  nations,  to  eakivete  which  bas 
been  the  eenstaot  endeavor  of  Hie  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty ;  and«  at  tlie  same  tiaM,  te  give  eeaeraas 
prooft  of  his  bigh  esteem,  dlstinaaisfaed  censid- 
eratloB,  aad  perlect  frieadship  for  the  United 
States,  negotiatfons  have  been  entered  into  wicb 
a  view  to  terminate  the  existing  diffefeaees  be- 
tween the  two  Qovemmenis  to  tMr  mataal  sal** 
isfaetioas  aad  the  President  will  assuredly  have 
been  apprited  of  the  generosity  and  fhioknees 
displayed  by  His  Majesty  in  everything  connect 
ed  wim  the  wishes  manifested  by  tbis  Repablie, 
as  far  as  the  same  have  been  compatible  wttb  the 
honor  ef  bis  Royal  Crown. 

All'tbeee  eireaaistanees  impress  tne  with  the 
belief  that  Qeneval  Jacksea  has  acted  contrary  te 
tbeorders  of  the  Presldeot,  taraislied  the  Amerfr 
can  name,  aad  committed  tlie  repofatisa  of  bis 
Gtovernmeat  In  tbefaee  ef  the  nniveree.  It  is, 
therefore,  my  doty  to  pretest,  aad  I  do  hereby 
solemnly  proeest,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my 
master,  against  these  public  acts  of  hostility  and 
invasion;  aad  I  demand,  through  yoa|  of  the 
President,  in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign,  the 
proiopt  resf  itaiion  of  the  fiiriaad  bsf  of  St.  Mark, 
also  of  Pensacola,  Barancas,  and  other  places  in 
Florida,  violently  attacked  and  wrested  from  the 
Crown  of  Spain  by  the  forces  under  General 
Jaekion,  in  the  midst  of  peace  aad  the  most  pos- 
itive assaranees  of  friendship  and  harmony.  In 
like  manner,  I  demand  the  faitbfal  delivery  of 
all  the  artiHcry,  warlike  stores,  and  property, 
both  public  aad  private,  taken  at  Peasaeola,  and 
other  forts  aad  places  taken  possession  of  bv  the 
Ameticaa  commander;  indemnity  for  all  the 
injoriise  and  losses  sastsined  by  the  Crown  of 
Spain  and  the  sobjeots  ef  His  OathoKe  Majesty 
in  eenscqnenes  ef  this  act  of  invasion,  aad  a  sat- 
tsfietiea  propottloaed  to  the  enormity  of  these 
efisnass;  together  wkh  the  lawful  punishment 
of  the  Ckneral  aad  the  officers  of  this  Rspoblic  by 
whom  they  were  Qommitted. 

I  therefore  hope  that  the  President,  penetrated 
with  iadigoatien  by  acts  of  suek  enormity,  will 
immedtaiely  comply  tvith  my  demand,  founded 
oa  soeh  striot  jastiee^and  I  impatiently  await 
yent  answer  to  this  note,  which  a^l  eoimnuni- 
cate  tbe  resolation  of  tlie  President  fer  my  in<« 
formation,  in  oAier  that  I  may  transmit  tbe  same 
to  my  Government  with  all  reqaitiie  despatch. 

in  the  meantime,  I  renew  tbe  assurances  of 
my  distinguished  ooariidl»ration'  and  respect,  and 

I  pray  GKhI  to  presdrve  you  many  years. 

*^  ^      LUISDBOmS. 

Baimaoii,  /ii^  21, 1^^ 
Sia  r  Witb  a  viewtoavoM  an^  delay  ia  twos- 
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nistiiiig  to  my  court  offieial  iaformiitiDa  of  tlio 
eTOQls  which  havo  occiirced  in  Florida,  I  have 
dtspat^hed  to  Madrid  the  courier  I  spoke  to  you 
o(;  and  I  greatly  regretted  thai  it  waa  not  ia 
my  power  to  forward,  by  the  same  opporiunity, 
the  answer  of  your  Gtovernment  to  the  reclama<* 
tioDs  and  protests  which,  in  the  name  of  my 
Sovereign)  I  hare  presented  to  you,  on  the  inva- 
sion and  occupation  of  West  Florida  by  the 
American  army  under  General  Jackson. 

I  have  stated  to  my  Government  that  I  would 
send  the  said  answer  the  moment  I  received  it ; 
a^d  ae  cue  of  the  gentlemen  attached  to  this 
legation  will  embark  for  Spain  in  a  few  days,  I 
request  you  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  hasten  yoar 
answer  to  my  last  note,  thai  I  may.tranemit  it 
hj  this  conveyance  to  the  Government  of  the 
&iag,  my  master* 

ITou  most  be  aware  of  the  enediency  of  a 
pompt  and  categorical  answer ;  Spain  expects 
It  win  not  be  delayed ;  and  all  the  Powers  await 
it,  in  expectation  of  those  ecUnrci9Hmen$  which 
are  claimed  by  the  laws  of  nations,  in  conse- 
qiience  of  an  act  of  hostility  enormous  in  itself, 
and  incalculable  in  its  consequences* 

I,  momently  await  yooc  answer,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  seize  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assumnees  of  my  most  distinguished  consid- 
eration.   Gk>d  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  CMS. 


The  Seereiary  of  Sktte  to  Don  Luis  Dt  Onit. 

Department  or  State, 

Waahington,  July  23, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  vour 
letters  of  the24th  June  and  8th  instaat,  complain- 
ing of  the  conduct  of  Major  General  Jackmn  in 
entering  West  Florida  with  the  forces  under  his 
command,  ukine  the  Spanish  posts  of  St.  Mark 
and  Pensaeola,  cbc« 

Without  recurring  to  the.  long  standing  and 
heavy  causes  of  complaint  which  the  United 
Slates  have  hftd  against  Spain ;  to  the  forbear* 
ance  with  which  they  have  been  borne^  without 
desnairing  of  obtaining  justice  from  her  by  ami- 
cable means;  to  the  e&rts  equally  unceasing  and 
unavailing  which  they  have  made  to  obtain  that 
justice ;  or  to  the  extraordinary  delays  by  which 
it  has  been  protracted  and  is  still  withheld^  it  is 
thought  proper  on  this  occasion  to  oall  your  at« 
tention  to  a  seriea  of  events  which  necesaitated 
and  justified  the  entrance  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  Sutes  upon  the  Spanish  boundary  of 
Florida,  and  gave  occasion  to  those  transactions 
of  the  commander  of  the  American  forces  against 
which  you  complain. 

It  cannot  be  unknown  to  youihat,  for  a  consider- 
able time  before  tbe  Government  of  the  Ujuted 
States  issued  the  orders  for  military  operations  in 
that  quarter,  the  inhabitants  of  their  frontier  had 
been  exposed  to  the  depredations,  murders,  and 
massacres  of  a  tribe  of  savages,  a  small  part  of 
which  lived  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  far  the  greater  number  of  them  dwelling 
within  the  borers  of  Florida.    The  barbarous, 


tinrelefttingr  and  exfterniiiating  daniccer  of  i^ 

dian  hosti&f  is  also  weU  knowa  to  y on ;  aad, 
from  the  peculiar  local  poaition  of  tkme  tribea, 
it  was  obvKMis  that  there  could  be  no  possible  se- 
curity for  Ike  lives  of  the  white  iahabitaats  of 
those  borders,  unless  the  United  Siaiei  and  Spain 
should  be  reciprocally  boond  to  rettrmin  the  por- 
tion of  the  Indiaae  rcepeetiveir  witbia  their  ter- 
ritories from  commitun|[  robbery  and  butchery 
upon  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  fbe  other  party. 
So  forcibly  was  the  necessity  Mi  hj  both,  that 
in  ibe  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  aTth  Oecober, 
179$,  the  following  remarkable  stipoJation  is 
contained : 

^'  The  two  high  contracting  parties  shall,  by  all 
the  means  in  tbeir  power,  matataia  peace  aad 
harmony  among  the  several  Indiaa  oatioas  who 
inhabit  the  country  adjacent  to  the  liaes  aad  riven 
which,  bf  tbe  preeading  articles,  form  the  bound- 
aries of  the  two  Fkiidaa;  and,  the  better  to  ob- 
taia  this  effect,  botb  partier  oblige  tbeoiselvei 
expressly  to  reairain  by  foree  all  bostiiitiea  on  tbe 
part,  of  the  Indian  aatioas  liviag  wiibia  their 
boundaries;  ao  that  Spain  will  not  aaffer  her  In- 
dians to  attack  (be  ciuzeas  of  the  United  Siatca, 
nor  the  ladiaas  inbabiting  tbeir  tervftoryi  nor 
will  tbe  United  Sutes  permit  theae  JastHneniion* 
ed  Indians  to  commence  bostiiitiea  against  the 
subjecu  of  His  Gatbolic  Majeaty,  or  his  Indiana, 
in  any  manner  whatever." 

NotwithsuniUng  tbia  precise,  expreas^  and  sol* 
emn  compact  of  Spain-,  numbers,  patafol  to  recol* 
lect,  of  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  Smies  inhabit- 
ing  the  frontier—- numbers,  not  meiely  of  persona 
in  active  manhood,  but  of  tbe  tender  sex,  of  de« 
feoceless  age,  and  helpless  inCiDcy,  and  at  variona 
times  been  butchered,  with  all  tbe  aggravation 
and  horrors  of  savaye  cruelty,  by  Seminole  In- 
dians, and  by  a  banditti  of  negroea  sallying  from 
witbin  the  Spanish  border,  imd  retreating  to  it 
again  with  the  horrid  fruits  of  tbeir  erinus. 

At  a  former  period  the  Governor  of  Pensaeola 
had  been  called  upon,  by  letter  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  eoalormably  to  the  stipalaMd  en- 
gagement of  Spain  aad  to  the  daties  of  good 
neighborhood,  to  interpose  by  force  and  break 
up  a  stronghold  of  wfaich  this  horde  of  savages 
aad  fugitive  alaves  had  possessed  tbeoaselves  on 
the  territory  of  Florida*  The  aaswer  acknowl- 
edged the  obtfaatson,  but  pleaded  an  iacompe- 
taaay  of  force  &r  ita  futtUmeat.  Copiee  of  these 
impertaat  docaaneaia  are  berewitb  traasmiited 
to  you }  and  it  may  be  within  your  kaowle^e 
and  racoUeetion.that  the  orders  aad  tbe  ceaipe- 
leat  force  which  Qevernor  SKaaiga  auted  in  hia 
letter  that  he  bad  solicited  from  bia  Governor 
General,  end  without  which  be  declared  himself 
unable  to  destroy  this  fort,  eicated  upon  Spaaisb 
tetritory  for  the  purposes  of  united  civilized,  and 
savage^  and  servile  war  agninst  tbe  United  States, 
were  never  furaiahed;  and  that  the  United  States 
were  finally  compelled  to  accomplisb  its  de* 
struotton  by  their  own  force. 

Tbe  permaaent  and  navarytng  policy  of  tba 
United  States,  witb  reoard  to  all  tbe  ladian 
tribes,  within  their  bcw&rB,  is  tbat  of  peace, 
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frjeodahip^  (Dd  iiberality  i  and  so  woecssftti  hu 
this  policy  been,  thtt,  for  maof  fears,  no  iostaoee 
has  oecumd  of  their  beieff  in  hostiitty  witb  aA|r 
Ifidian  tribe,  uiiieM  siimalated  by  the  iofloenee 
of  foreign  racendianeiK.  Stco  after  the  repeated 
eommiasioQ  of  these  depredatioss  aod  massacres 
by  the  Semioole  Indians,  at  the  yery  moment 
when  the  Gorernraent  of  the  United  Sutes  was 
reluctantJy  compelled  to  employ  their  own  mili- 
tary force  /or  the  proteetion  of  their  people, 
offers  of  peace  were  tendered  to  ihem,  and  re- 
jected. 

Nor  has  the  respect  maaifested  by  this  Qovem- 
meat  for  the  territorial  rights  of  Spain  been  leas 
sigoai  and  conspicuoos,  even  after  the  full  and 
foriaai  notice,  by  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  of 
the  incompetency  of  hts  force  either  to  perform 
the  doiies  of  neutrality,  or  to  fulfil  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  treaty.    Wiien  It  became  necessary 
to  employ  the  ■ulitery  force  of  the  United  States 
for  the  protection  of  their  frontier,  on  the  dOih  Oc^ 
tober  last,  the  commanding  officer  in  that  quarter, 
while  directed  to  take  other  measures  lor  sup- 
pressing the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  was  ex- 
pressly instructed  not  on  that  account  to  pass 
the  line,  and  make  an  attack  upon  them  within 
the  limits  of  Florida^  without  farther  orders. 
On  the  2d  of  December  instructions  to  the  same 
effect  were  repeated.    On  the  9th  of  December 
(hey  were  again  renewed,  with  the  acidification 
sDgg««ted  by  the  continuation  of  Indiaa  outrages, 
that,  should  the  Indians  assemble  in  force  on  the 
Spanish  side  of  the  line,  and  persevere  in  com- 1 
mittiog  hostilities  within  the  limits  n^  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  Amarioan  officer  was  authorized 
io  that  eveut  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  ereming  the  line,  for  the  purpose 
of  atuckittg  them,  and  breaking  up  their  towns. 
Oft  the  jl6tli  of  December,  upon  information  that 
aa  officer  of  the  United  States,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  forty  men,  iiad  been  attacked,  and  all 
destroyed,  with  the  eaception  of  six  who  made 
their  eseape,  four  of  whom  were  wounded,  the 
instruction,  of  which  the  foUowtng  is  a  copy, 
was  issued  from  the  Depa/tmeat  of  War  to  the 
American  GtmemJl  then  in  command : 

"  On  receipt  of  this  loiter,  sbouU  thf  Seminole 
Indians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation  for  their 
outrages  and  depredations  on  the  oitijiens  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President 
that  you  consider  yourself  at  libertfr  to  march 
across  the  Florida  linc(,and  toatlaek  them  within 
its  limits,  should  it  be  found  necessary,  unless 
they  ahould  shelter  themselves  viuder  a  Spanish 
fori.  In  the  last  event,  you  will  immediately 
Aoufy  this  Department.'' 

These,  with  a  sabseqiaent  instqiction  of  the 
26th  of  December  to  the  Commander-in-chief, 
referring  to  them,  and  directing  him,  with  a  view 
to  them,  to  %iopt  the  necessary  measures  to 
terminate  a  confiict  which  it  had  ever  been^  tUe 
desire  of  the  President,  from  considerations  of 
humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  was  made  neces- 
sary by  the  settled  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  are 
all  the  instructions  given  in  relation  to  Florida. 
By  the  ordinary  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 
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the  right  of  panning  an  enemy  who  seeks  refuge 
from  actual  conflict  within  a  aeutsal  territory,  is 
incoatesmble.  Bm,  ia  this  case,  the  territory  of 
Florida  was  not  even  neutrak  It  was  itself,  as 
far  as  Indian  savages  possess  territorial  right,  the 
territory  of  Indiana  with  whom  the  United  Stems 
were  at  war.  It  was  their  place  of  abode;  and 
Spain  was  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain  them  by 
force  from  committing  hostilities  against  the 
United  States— an  en|[agement  which  the  com* 
mandiuff  officer  of  Spain  in  Florida  had  ackoowl* 
edged  himself  unable  to  fulfil.  Of  the  necessity 
there  was  for  crossing  the  line,  what  stronger 
proofs  could  be  addecfd  than  that  it  was  within 
that  line  the  American  Qeaersl  met  the  principal 
resistance  fjtom  the  Indians  which  he  encountered 
in  the  whole  campaign ;  that  witbio  that  line,  at 
their  towns  which  he  destroyed,  he  found  oia* 
played,  as  barbarous  trophies,  the  mutilated  rem- 
nants of  our  wretched  lellow-citisens,  the  mur- 
dered women  and  children,  the  acctimulated 
barbarities  of  many  years? 

Yon  have  seen  that  no  instruction  or  authority, 
inconsistent  with  the  declaration  of  the  Message 
of  the  Presideat  of  the  United  States  of  the  2mh 
of  Maroh  last  to  Congresi^  was  ever  imued  to  the 
commander  of  the  American  Awces.  Tbe>poe- 
session  which  he  took  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark, 
and  subsequently  of  Pensacola,  was  upon  motives 
which  he  himself  has  explained,  and  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  For  his  justification  in  the 
adoption  of  both  those  measures,  he  states  them 
to  have  been  necessary  upon  the  immn table  pria- 
ciples  of  self-defence; 

That,  at  an  early  period  of  his  eperatioaa,  he 
had  giveA  full  notice  of  their  object  to  the  Qov- 
eraor  of  Paqsacola,  by  commuaieation,  dated  the 
25th  of  March  last,  warning  him  that  every  at- 
tempt on  his  part  tosuecor  the  Indiaas,  or  preveat 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  the  American  troops 
iu  the  SSscumbia,  woiyld  ba  viewed  as  acts  of 
hostility : 

«That,  in  df^ance  of  this  admoaition,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola  did  both  give  succor  to  the 
Indians,  and  delay  the  passage  of  the  provisioiis 
to  the  American  army,  and  thereby  sobjeclad 
them  to  the  severest  privations: 

That  the  Gbvemor  of  Pensacola  had causedit 
to  ba  directly  reported  to  the  American  Qeaeial 
that  Fort  St.  Maik  had  been  threatened  by  thte 
jpdiansand  negroes;  and  expressed  serious  mgh 
l^ehansiQp&  from  the  weakaess  of  the  garri- 
son aod  defenceless  suite  of  the  works,  for  its 
safety: 

That  this  information  was  confirmed  to  the 
American  Qeneral  frpm  other  sources,  upon  which 
he  could  rely,and  completely  warranted  the  ami* 
cable  occupation  by  him  of  that  fort : 

That,  upon  his  entering  the  fort,  evidence,  clear, 
uoeottivocal,  and  maniiold,  was  evinced  of  the 
dupficity  and  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  command- 
ant^^videace  demonstrating,  beyond  the  power 
of  denial,  that,  far  from  acting  in  the  spirit  of  that 
sacred  engagement  of  his  Sovereign,  to  restrain 
by  force  hi*  Indians  from  hostilities  against  the 
United  States,  he  had  made  himself,  by  every  act 
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in  hU  power,  a  ptrtner  and  acaoiiiplicc  of  the 
hostile  Indiftos,  and  of  their  foreign  instigators: 

That  the  same  spirit  of  hostilitjr  to  the  United 
States  was  discovered  bv  the  Gh>fernor  of  Pen- 
saeola  himself,  by  his  rerosal  ta permit,  aniess  by 
the  payment  of  exorbitant  duties^  the  passage  of 
provisions  to  the  American  army ;  by  the  recep- 
tion and  snecors  given  to  the  Indiaas  at  various 
times}  and,  fiaally,  by  a  letter  which  he  sent  to 
the  American  General,  denouncing  his  entry  into 
Florida  as  an  aggression  against  Spaio,  and 
threatening,  unless  he  should  immediately  with- 
draw from  it,  and  should  he  continue  what  he 
thus  styled  agression,  that  he  would  repel  force 
by  force.  This  was  so  open  an  indication  of  hos- 
tile feeling  on  the  part  of  Governor  Mazot,  aAer 
ha  had  been  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object 
of  General  Jackson's  operations,  that  this  officer 
-no  longer  hesitated  on  the  measures  to  be  adopted 
—the  occupation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Fort  of 
Barancas. 

The  charges  alleged  by  General  Jackson  against 
the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  are  not  known 
even  to  have  been  denied.  The  Governor  of 
Pensacola  has  partly,  and  but  partly,  contradicted 
those  which  applied  to  himself.  He  assured  Oen- 
etai  Jackson  that  the  information  received  by 
him  of  the  numbers  of  Indians  who  had  been  re- 
ceived and  harbored  at  Pensacola  was  erroneous. 
It  is  possible  that  the  numbers  may  have  been 
somewhat  exaggerated  in  the  reports  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  received.  But  within  ten  days 
after  the  time  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  of  this  assemblage  of  Indians  at  that 
place,  a  large  body  of  them  were  overtaken,  sur- 

Srised,  and  defeated  bv  the  forces  of  the  United 
itates.  within  one  mile  of  Pensacola.  Nor  was 
it  until  after  that  event  that  the  Governor  issued 
his  proclamation  for  refusing  them  supplies,  and 
gave  them  the  advice  under  which  eighty-seven 
of  them  surrendered  themselves  to  the  American 
officer.  But  the  measures  of  Gkneral  Jackson 
were  not  founded  upon  one  soliurjr  fact.  A  com- 
bination of  circumstalices,  all  tending  to  convince 
him  of  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Governor,  remains 
yet  uncontradicted ;  and  the  General  has  furnish- 
ed proofs  that  Governor  Mazot's  assertion^  that 
there  had  been,  since  the  surrender  of  those  eighty- 
seven  Indians  to  Cai>tain  Young,  onlv  two  w 
Pensacola,  and  those  in  jail,  was  itselr  very  in- 
correct. Besides  the  Alabama  chief,  included  in 
the  capitulation,  one  wounded  Indian  was  found 
in  the  fort  at  Barancas.  Holmes,  a  noted  Red 
Stick  chief,  left  Pensacola  but  the  day  before  the 
American  troops  took  possession,  and  a  number 
of  other  Indiaas  were  seen  about  the  same  time 
within  a  few  miles  of  Pensacola,  and  succeeded, 
with  the  aid  of  Spanish  officers,  in  eluding  the 
pursuit  of  the  American  troops. 

A  conduct  not  only  lo  contrary  to  the  express 
engagements  of  Spain,  but  so  unequfvocally  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States,  justly  authorizes  them 
to  call  upon  His  Catholic  Msjesty  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  those  officers  who,  the  President  is 
persuaded,  have  therein  acted  contrarv  to  the  ex- 
press orders  of  their  Sovereign.    In  tne  full  con* 


fidenee  that  yoor  Government  will  render  to  the 
United  States  ample  justice  in  thb  regard,  the 
President  has  directed  all  the  proofs  relating 
thereto  to  be  imbodied|  as  the  ground  of  an  appli- 
cation to  that  effect  to  your  Gtovernmenu 

In  the  meanttme,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  inform  yon  that  Pensacola  will  be  re- 
stored to  the  possession  of  any  person  duly  au- 
thorized on  the  part  of  Spain  to  reeeive  it ;  that 
the  fort  of  St.  Mark,  being  in  the  heart  of  the  In- 
dian country,  and  remote  from  any  Spanish  set- 
tlement, csn  he  surrendered  only  to  a  force  solfi- 
cieotly  strong  to  bold  it  against  the  aciaek  of  the 
hostile  Indians;  upon  the  appearance  of  which 
force  it  will  also  be  restored. 

In  communicating  to  you  this  decision,  I  am 
also  directed  to  assure  you  that  it  has  been  made 
under  the  fullest  conviction,  which  he  trusts  will 
be  felt  by  your  Government,  that  the  preservation 
of  peace  between  the  two  nations  indispensably 
requires  that  henceforth  thestipnlatioos  by  Spain 
to  restrain  by  force  her  Indians  frooa  all  hostili- 
ties aMinst  the  United  States  should  be  faitbfallf 
and  ettectually  fulfilled. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assuranec  of  my  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


HsAna'ns,  Division  of  thi  Soittb, 

WoBhingUm,  M.  71,  AprU  23, 1816. 

Sib  :  I  am  charged  by  my  Government  to  make 
known  to  you  that  a  negro  fort,  ereeted  dortng 
our  late  war  with  Britain,  at  or  near  the  junction 
of  the  Chatahoochee  and  Flint  rivers,  has  been 
strengthened  since  that  period,  and  is  now  occu- 
pied by  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes, 
many  of  whom  have  been  enticed  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  all 
of  whom  are  well  clothed  and  disciplined.  Secret 
practices  to  inveigle  negroes  from  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  as  well  as  from  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
nations  of  Indians,  are  still  conttnued  hy  this  ban- 
ditti and  the  hostile  Creeks.  This  is  a  state  of 
things  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  much  injury 
in  the  neinhboriog  settlements,  and  excite  irrita- 
tions which  eventually  may  eiidanger  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  interrupt  that  good  under- 
standing which  so  happily  exists  becwcen  our 
Governments. 

The  principles  of  good  faith,  which  always 
insure  good  neighborhood  between  nations,  re- 
quire the  immediate  and  prompt  iaterfereoee  of 
the  fipanish  authority  to  aestroy  or  remove  from 
our  frontier  this  banditti,  put  an  end  to  an  evil 
of  so  serious  a  nature,  and  return  to  oar  citizens 
and  friendly  Indians  inhabiting  our  territory  those 
negroes  now  in  said  fort,  and  which  have  been 
stcrien  and  enticed  from  them.  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  indulge  a  belief  that  the  Governor  oi 
Pensacola,  or  the  military  commander  at  thai 
place,  will  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  orden 
for  this  banditti  to  be  dispersed,  and  the  property 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  forthwith 
restored  to  them  and  our  friendly  Indians ;  par- 
ticularly when  I  reflect  that  the  conduct  of  this 
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bandittt  is  such  as  will  not  be  tolerated  l>f  oar 
GorerDment,  and,  if  not  pnt  down  by  Spanish 
authority,  will  compel  os,  in  self-defenoey  to  de- 
stroy them.    This  eommnnieation  .is  intrusted  to 
Captain  Amelung,  of  the  1st  regiment  United 
States  infantry,  who  is  charged  to  bring  back 
such  answer  as  yon  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
this  letter.    In  yonr  answer  yon  will  be  pleased 
to  state  whether  that  fort  has  been  bnilt  by  the 
Qovernmeot  of  Spain,  and  whether  those  ne- 
groes who  garrison  it  are  considered  as  the  snb- 
Sets  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  not  by 
»  Catholic    Majesty,  by  whom,  and  onder 
whose  orders,  it  has  been  erected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mtxynr  Oen,,  com.  Dit.  of  thB  South, 

To  the  GovERNoa  rf  Penaaooia^ 

Or  MUitary  Com*  of  that  place. 
A  tnie  copy : 

ISAAC  L.  BAKER,  ilul de-camp. 


Pbimaoola,  March2^  1816. 

Most  BxcaLLBNT  Sir  :  On  the  24th  of  the 

? resent  month.  Captain  Amclnng,  of  the  1st 
foiled  States  regiment,  pnt  into  my  hinds  yonr 
aceilency's  letter,  dated  at  Washington,  If  issiso 
sippi  Territory,  on  the  23d  of  April  last,  in 
which,  after  apprizing  me  that  yonr  Gh>¥ern« 
ment  hadjgiren  it  in  charge  to  yon  to  inform  me 
that  the  fort  of  the  negroes^  erected  during  the 
kte  war  with  Great  Britain,  near  the  junction  of 
the  Chatahochee  and  Flint  rirers,  had  been  re- 
iaforeed,  and  was  now  occupied  by  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  many  of  whom 
were  seduced  from  the  serrice  of  their  masters, 
(who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,)  and 
that  all  of  them  are  well  armed,  prorisioned, 
and  disciplined,  you  make  manj  wise  reflections 
with  respect  to  the  serious  Injuries  which  may 
result  from  tolerating  such  an  establishment,  not 
only  to  those  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
it.  by  dbturbing  the  peace  of  the  nation,  but 
likewise  to  the  good  understanding  which  hap- 
pily exists  between  our  resp^ectiTe  Oovernments; 
Sou  enter  into  an  inveatigation  to  show  what  the 
panish  authorities  ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to 
an  eTil  of  so  serious  a  nature,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  thoee  principles  of  good  faith  which 
are  the  foundation  of  friendly  neighborhood 
among  nations;  yon  distinctly  state  what  this 
Qorernment  ought  immediately  to  do,  in  fail- 
are  of  which  your  Gk)remment  will  be  obliged 
to  do  it,  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  $  and  yon  conclude  by  re- 
questing me  to  state,  in  my  answer  to  your  let- 
ter, whether  the  said  fort  has  been  constructed 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  whether  the 
negroes  who  compose  its  g[arrison  are  deemed 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  the  fort 
was  not  built  by  Spanish  authority,  to  state  by 
what  authority,  and  by  whose  order,  it  was 
built. 

In  answer  to  your  excellency,  I  will  state,  with 
the  Teracity  which  comports  with  the  character 
of  an  honorable  officer,  in  which  class  I  rank 


myself,  that  haying  arrived  at  this  place  nearly 
at  the  close  of  the  month  of  Marcn  nrecediag, 
and  bein^  informed  of  what  your  excellency  haa 
communicated  to  me,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  fort,  instead  of  being  where  you  place  it,  is 
to  be  found  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Appala* 
chicoUu  at  about  fifteen  miles  from  its  moiith,  or 
entrance  into  the  sea,  I  lost  no  lime  in  proposing 
to  my  Captain  General  the  measures  which  ap- 
peared to  me  proper,  as  well  for  securing  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  country  onder  my  command  from 
damages,  losses,  and  injuries,  which  they  have 
suffered  and  still  suffer  from  this  establishment,  as 
to  prevent  the  American  citizens  and  the  friendly 
Indians  of  the  neighborhood  from  continuing  to 
experience  them.  I  have  hitherto  recetvecT  no 
answer ;  and,  consequently,  your  ezcelleney,  who 
knows  how  limited  are  the  powers  of  a  subordi- 
nate officer,  cannot  be  surprised  that  I  should 
make  known  to  yon  that,  although  my  mode  of 
thinking  exactly  corresponds  with  yonrs  as  to 
the  dislodging  of  the  negroes  from  the  fort,  the 
oocnpyinff  it  with  Spanish  troops,  or  destroying 
it,  and  delivering  the  negroes  who  may  be  eof 
lected  to  their  lawful  owners,  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  act  until  I  receive  the  orders  of  my  Captain 
General,  and  the  assistance  necessary  to  enabla 
me  to  undertake  the  enterprise  with  a  moral  cer* 
tiinty  of  accomplishing  the  end.  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  determination  of  the  said  chief  cannot  be 
long  delayed ;  and,  should  it  authorize  me  to  act, 
your  excellency  may  rest  assured  and  persuaded 
that  I  will  not  lose  an  instant  in  adopting,  on  my 
part,  the  roost  efficacious  measures  for  cutting  up 
by  tiie  root  an  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  full  extent 
stated  in  your  letter  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  who  are  subjects  of  my  Sovereign,  and 
whose  prosperity  and  tranquillity  it  is  my  duty  to 
preserve  and  protect. 

With  this  explanation  your  beforenamed  letter 
may  be  considered  fully  aaswered,  as  it  gives  you 
to  understand  that,  thinking  as  your  excellency 
thinks,  with  respect  to  the  necessity  of  destroying 
the  negroes,  the  fort  of  Appalachicola.  occupied 
by  them,  was  not  constructed  by  oruer  of  the 
Spanish  Government;  and  that  the  negroes,  al- 
though in  part  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province^  and  as  rational  beings,  may  be  subjects 
of  the  King,  my  master,  and  deemed  by  me  in- 
surgents or  rebels  a^inst  the  authority,  not  only 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  but  also  of  the  proprie- 
tors from  whose  service  they  have  witndrawn 
themselves— some  seduced  by  the  English  Col- 
onel Edward  Nicholis,  Major  Woodbine,  and  their 
agents,  and  others  from  tneir  inclination  to  run 
off.  But  as  your  excellency  manifests  a  fiarticu- 
lar  desire  that,  in  case  the  fort  was  not  erected  by 
Spanish  authority^  I  should  state  by  what  au- 
thority and  by  whose  order  it  was  erected,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  satisfying  your  curiosity,  by  in- 
forming yon  that  I  have  understood,  ever  since 
my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the  said  fort,  and 
another  near  the  cotifloence  of  the  Chattahoochee 
and  Flint  rivers,  which  it  appears  no  longer  ex- 
ists, were  built  by  the  order  of  the  beforenamed 
Colonel  NichoUs.    I  will  not  assure  you  that  he 
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did  it  under  authority  from  his  GoTerameni;  bat 
I  epD  say  that  he  proceeded  to  place  artillery, 
muoitioDs,  and  proviiioos  in  it,  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  Vice  Admiral  Malcolm ;  and  that,  when 
Colonel  NicbolU  and  the  troops  of  his  detachment, 
a£ler  the  oonclusion  of  the  expedition  against 
LouifiiaDa.  withdrew  from  that  point,  be  left  or- 
ders with  the  negroes,  totally  contrary  to  the  in* 
contestable  right  of  sofereigntv'  which  the  King, 
my  master,  exercises  from  the  line  of  thirty-firsc 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  south.  My  prede- 
cessors in  this  GoFernment  have  given  an  ae^ 
oount  of  all  these  actions  to  the  luthorities  on 
whom  they  depended,  that  the  satisfaction  which 
the  violation  required  miffbt  he  demanded  by  those 
on  whom  this  duty  deroTves. 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  let- 
ter satisfactorily,  and  in  terms  which  cannot 
4eave  a  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions 
in  favor  of  the  common  cause  of  the  American 
aiod  Spanish  inhabitants,  and  that  my  present 
iupcjlion  does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  incli- 
nation. I  likewise  Eatter  myself  that,  uotil  my 
Captain  General  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
your  excellency,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to 
tbe  sovereignty  of  the  King,  m]f  master,  in  the 
district  of  Appalachicola,  which  is  a  dependency 
of  this  Government ;  and,  finally,  I  conclude  by 
assuring  your  excellency  that  it  will  afford  me 
particular  satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of 
evincing  my  desire,  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far 
iui  depends  on  me.  to  the  cementing  of  the.  good 
understanding  wnieh  sobsisto  between  our  re- 
spective Grovernments,  but  also  to  prove  to.  your 
excellency  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your 
virtues  and  military  talents. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 
MAURICIO  D£  ZUNIGA. 

His  Sx^elleocy  A.  Jagkbon • 


Dim  Luu  de  Oni$  to  the  Surttary  of  Statt. 

Bristol,  Juty  27, 1818. 

3iR :  It  is  some  time  since  I  have  received  poe* 
itive  and  circumstantial  ieforioation  that  a  per- 
son, acting  under  a  commission  from  the  rebels 
jtt  Buenos  Ayres,  had  given  orders  for  the  build- 
ing of  two  frigates,  of  twenty-eight  or  thirty 
guns  each,  at  New  York }  and  that,  armed, 
equipped,  and  manned  with  citixens  of  this  Re- 
public, they  are  to  proceed  from  that  port  on  a 
cruise  against  the  commerce  and  su^jeets  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty. 

Although  so  manifest  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  injury  of  my  Sov* 
ereign,  imposed  on  me  the  duty  of  immediately 
$olicitmg  of  the  President  such  measures  as  are 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Union  and 
the  peace  and  good  understanding  existing  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  would  put  a  stop  to 
this  evil,  yet,  faithful  to  the  system  1  have  laid 
down  of  not  trespassing  on  the  attention  of  your 
Gk>vernment,  except  in  cases  of  indispensable 
necessity,  I  directed  His  Majesty's  Consnl  at 
Mew  York,  after  he  had  c4>tained  all  the  legal 


evidence  required  by.  the  courts,  to  have  i«coone 
to  them  with  that  calmness  and  confidence  with 
which  the  justice  of  his  catiae  should  inspire 
him  when  submitted  to  impartial  aadenlight* 
ened  magistrates. 

His  Majesty's  Consul  has  just  informei  me 
that,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  district  attorney,  statiw  that  he  was 
possessed  of  sundry  declarations  ot  petsonsi  cor- 
roborating each  other,  showing  that  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  had  been  violated,  and  re- 
questing him  to  cause  the  said  vessels  to  be 
stopped  and  proceeded  against,  together  with  iht 
parties  concerned  in  their  equipment,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  twentieth  of  April  last,  section  II.  The 
district  attorney  appears  not  to  have  been  very 
anxious  to  carry  the  act  into  execution,  as  he 
replied  that  he  would  not  do  so^  nlthongh  fifty 
such  declarations  were  presented  to  him.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  the 
attorney's  feelings  or  condnct,  which,  to  say  the 
least,  was  'w^xj  extraordinarf  i  bat  I  deem  it  ia- 
dispensable  to  transmit  to  yon  four  of  the  origi- 
nal declarations  referred  to,  that  they  may  be 
laid  before  the  President,  and  that  m  may  be 
pdeased  to  direct,  with  the  urgencjr  required  by 
the  case,  the  collector  of  the  custMits  at  New 
York  to  stop  the  above-mentioned  vesseb.  ia 
order  that  they,  as  well  as  the  parties  engageuia 
their  outfit,  may  be  proceeded  against  in  dot 
form  of  law,  and  the  necessary  force  employed 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  duty. 

This  demand,  which  I  renew  in  the  naose  ot 
my  Sovereign,  being  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  laws  of  this  Republic,  I  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt  that  the  President  will  readily  comply  with 
it ;  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  advise 
me  of  its  having  been  carried  into  eflfect,  that  I 
may  direct  the  Consul  to  produce  the  necessary 
testimony  for  the  elucidation  and  decision  of  a 
case  transcendently  important  to  the  interests  of 
my  Sovereign. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  respect, 
and  I  pray  Gk>d  to  preserve  you  maoy  years. 

Luis  iik  onis. 

State  of  New  Yoax,  CUy  of  New  York^n: 

Samuel  Samuels,  by  profession  a  mariner,  at 
present  in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  doly 
sworn,  says:  That,  about  the  11th  or  12th  of  July 
instant,  deponent  was  at  Dominick  Monis^ 
houses  where  they  were  shipping  hands  for  the 
Curiaxo ;  he  met  there  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  was 
the  man  who  attended  on  shore  to  the  enlistiBg 
and  sbippiog  of  the'crew;  this  gentleoMn  aakei 
deponent  whether  he  did  not  wish  to  skip  on 
board  of  ti»e  Curiazo,  and  upon  this  requested 
him  to  Willie  up  stairs,  and  he  would  inform  de- 
ponent all  about  the  o^ect  of  the  vessel;  they 
went  up  stairs,  and  Mr.  Brown  then  aaid  that  the 
Curiaxo  was  destined  to  go  around  (^pe  Horo, 
or  would  go  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  the  patriot  ser- 
vice; that  the  would  join  the  other  Jiif,  which 
was  lying  in  North  river,  named  tbeHoratie^ 
and  they  would  be  abeent  about  two  years ;  de- 
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Smtfit  signed  artSeles,  at  the  office  of  the  notary, 
r.  Palmer ;  be  did  boc  read  the  artielet  at  the 
time  of  signing ;  the  wages  were  fourteen  dollars 
a  month,  and  two  monibs*  adraoee,  which  sain 
is  paid  in  like  manner  to  all  the  crew,  fourteen 
doiiars  at  the  time  of  signing  the  articles,  and 
fourteen  dollars  after  getting  on  board ;  he  went 
on  board  on  Tuesday,  the  2l8t  of  July  instant, 
and  fonod  sixty  hands  on  board,  agreeably  to  the 
muster  wMch  was  made ;  and  there  were  others 
on  shore  who  had  enlisted  but  not  yet  come 
iboard ;  there  were  a  captain,  scToral  lieutenants, 
I  sei/iDgmaster,  many  midshipmen,  a  boatswain. 
iMNitswein's  mates,  boatswain's  yeomen,  several 
inartermasters,  a  gunner,  gunner's  mate,  and 
two  qusrter-gunners,  two  captains  for  each  of 
the  top^->fore-Cop^  mizen*top,  and  main-top,  two 
iiptains  of  tk€  forecastle,  two  capfains  of  the 
ifiergoard,  a  captain  of  the  hold,  and  green 
lands  to  form  a  company  of  marines;  deponent 
irss  esptain  of  the  main-top  of  the  larboard 
irateli ;  the  hands  were  exercised  every  day  in 
oosiog  and  handling  the  sails;  some  of  the 
lands  were  employed  in  making  wads  for  the 
isonon ;  the  guns  were  not  yet  come  on  board, 
Kit  they  were  expected  daily,  and  the  hands  oon- 
rersed  about  the  stations  which  they  would  hold 
I  the  ffuns ;  the  exercising  of  the  crews,  which 
le  has  before  mentioned,  was  the  same  as  is  cus* 
imary  in  the  serriee  of  the  United  States  on 
•ard  their  veseets  of  war ;  there  was  a  regnkr 
ratch  kept  up  during  the  day  and  night,  one- 
alf  o(  the  crew  being  on  watch  all  the  night ; 
lie  hands  were  all  piped  by  the  boatswain  and 
ke  boatswain's  mate  at  their  several  meals; 
rhen  officers  came  on  board,  the  sides  were 
unned  for  them  by  way  of  salute ;  and,  in  every 
espect,  the  discipline  and  duty  k^t  up  was  the 
ime  as  is  practised  in  the  navy  service. 
When  the  deponent  shipped,  the  notary  told 
im  to  leave  a  will  and  power  to  enable  the  land* 
ord  to  receive  the  priae  mone^r  which  deponent 
light  become  entitled  to;  which  deponent  did 
ccordingly  in  favor  of  Dominick  Morris.  The 
:eaeral  ondersunding  on  board  the  vessel  is,  that 
hey  were  to  crvise  along  the  coast  of  South 
Lmeriea  after  their  arrival  at  Bnenoe  Ayres. 
?he  vessel  is  built  in  every  respect  as  a  vessel  of 
rar ;  the  water  below  is  secured  exactly  in  the 
mnner  that  it  is  done  on  board  a  man-of-war| 
rhich  is  diffsreat  from  what  is  usual  in  the  mer- 
hant  service.    Deponent  further  saith  not. 

S.  SAMUELS,  his  X  mark. 

Subscribed  .and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  23d 
lay  of  July,  1818. 

JAMES  HOPSON,  S.  Juitice. 

Stats  of  New  Tobk,  City  of  New  Ycrk^  as; 

Qeorge  W.  Lynch,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
aercfaant,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  That  on  the 
13d  day  of  Jnljr  instant,  he  went  on  board  the 
ihip  Curiaxo,  lying  in  the  North  river,  in  this 
lOTt,  ia  company  with  a  Mr.  Atkinson,  who  said 
be  was  the  purser  of  the  said  vessel ;  deponeiht 
Bountcd  thirty  cannon  lying  on  the  deck^  and  a 


number  of  new  gun-carriages  which  were  lying 
upon  one  another,  and  appeared  to  be  equally 
numerous ;  he  was  presented  to  the  several  offi* 
cers,  was  told  by  them  that  there  were  a  captain, 
four  lieutenants,  and  a  number  of  midshipmen ; 
that  the  captain  was  named  Delano,  the  first 
lieutenant  is  named  Van  Beuren,  the  second 
Ghrinnelow,  the  third  Smith,  and  the  fourth  Cob- 
bett;  he  was  told  by  the  purser  that  the  vessel, 
together  with  the  Horatio,  another  ship  lying 
near,  was  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres;  there  ap<^ 
peered  to  be  a  ^eat  number  of  men  on  board ;  he 
was  told  by  said  purser  that  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  take  one  nundred  men ;  that  the  crew 
were  paid  two  months'  advance,  and  that,  as  a 
further  inducement  to  them  to  ship,  they  had  the 
prospect  of  prize  money.  In  conversation  with 
a  Mr.  Sullivan,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  surgical 
department  for  the  two  vessels,  and  was  now  on 
board  the  Curiazo,  he  (Mr.  Sullivan)  said, "  I  am 
sorry  that  the  guns  are  not  carronades  instead  of 
gunnades ;"  but  then  immediately  added,  *'  how- 
ever, it  is  better  as  it  is ;  we  shall  want  long  guns 
to  fight  the  Spaniards."  Deponent  was  carried 
through  the  vessel,  and  the  difierent  parts  of  it 
arere  pointed  out  to  him ;  the  captain's  room,  the 
lieutenants'  room,  and  the  midshipmen'^)  room, 
were  severally  ana  respecti  velv  designated ;  there 
was  a  quantity  of  cannon  balls  between  the  decks ; 
all  hands  were  piped  by  the  boatswain  while  de- 

Knent  was  on  board.  This  vessel  is  newly  built, 
s  been  launched  but  a  short  time,  and  is  now 
preparing  for  her  first  voyage ;  she  is  pierced  for 
many  guns,  and  is  built  in  every  respect  like  a 
frigate. 

Deponent  left  this  vessel  in  company  #ith  the 
surgeon,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  proceeded  with  him 
to  the  other  ship,  the  Horatio.    This  gentleman 
is  the  surgeon  of  the  Horatio,  and  told  deponent 
that  he  had  selected  the  surgeons  for  this  and  the 
other  vessel^  (the  Curiazo ;)  that  he  had  ezam« 
ined  them  in  order  to  ascertain  that  they  were 
dulv  qualified;  he  mentioned  thst  the  crews  of 
eacn  vessel  would  consist  at  present  of  one  hun- 
dred men  for  each,  but  that  their  complement 
was  three  hundred  men  for  each ;  that  the  medi* 
cal  fist  which  was  handed  to  him  for  both  vessels 
was  for  six  hundred  men ;  he  showed  deponent 
his  medicine  chest,  his  tools,  and  other  imple- 
ments, and  said  that  he  had  everything  in  com- 
plete order;  he  showed  de]K>nent  into  a  room  be- 
low the  cabin,  which  he  said  would  be  his  station 
in  time  of  action ;  deponent  said  he  supposed  there 
would  be  little  fiffhting,  to  which  Mr.  Sullivan 
answered,  **I  don^t  know,  the  Spaniards  have 
got  a  fine  frigate  out  there  with  five  hundred 
men."    Deponent  was  told  on  board  of  this  ves- 
sel by  the  sard  surgeon,  and  by  another  oflieer, 
the  second  lieutenant,  toat,  besides  the  captain, 
Skinner,  who  was  Commodore  of  the  two  vessels, 
the  Horatio  had  four  lieutenants  and  a  number  of 
midshipmen ;  the  first  lieutenant  is  named  Cur- 
rie,  and  the  second  Eakin;  deponent  was  shown 
into  the  several  rooms  of  the  captain,  lieutenants, 
and  midshipmen ;  the  cannon  had  not  yet  been 
brought  on  board  of  this  vessel,  but  the  officers 
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told  deponent  thef  expected  them  ahortlj;  this 
Tenel  resembles  the  other  in  erery  respect,  was 
built  nt  the  same  time,  and  has  ncTer  yet  been  to 
sea.    SpeakiDfl  aboat  the  complement  of  ipien  for 
these  Tessels,  Mr.  Eakin,  the  second  lieutenant, 
told  the  deponent  that  althoogh  they  would  take 
out  for  the  present  only  one  nundred  men  each, 
they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  making  up  the 
full  number,  which  would  be  three  hundred,  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  because  sailors  there  would  leave 
the  privateers  to  enter  these  yessels.    He  said 
that  if  Mr.  Aguirre,  when  he  commenced  the 
buildiog  of  these  vessels,  had  employed  a  mer- 
chant, instead  of  making  the  contract  himself,  be 
would  have  saved  a  great  deal  of  money,  at  least 
fifteen  per  cent.;  that  Dacy  and  Didier,  of  Balti- 
more had  received  money  from  Aguirre,  and  had 
offered  to  transact  all  the  business  of  these  ves- 
sels, and  to  bond  them  for  five  per  cent.,  but  that 
he  was  unwilling  to  allow  them  more  than  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.;  they  offered  also  to  allow 
him  bank  interest  for  his  money  while  it  was  in 
their  hands;  but  they  came  to  no  ajsreement, 
owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  commission  which 
Aguirre  was  willing  to  allow  them;  and  that  the 
vessels  had  cost  him  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
everything  having  been  fitted  up  in  the  most 
costly  manner ;  that  the  cannon  had  been  made 
by  Mason,  of  Washington.    The  surgeon,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  speaking  of  the  discipline  of  the  two 
vessels,  said  that  of  the  Horatio  was  superior  to 
the  Curiazo ;  that,  on  board  of  the  Horatio^  the 
medical  returns  were  made  daily,  the  same  as  on 
board  a  man  of  war.    When  deponent  went  on 
board  of  the  Horatio,  the  sides  were  manned, 
which  was  also  done  when  he  left  it;  this  cere- 
mony is  a  compliment  or  salute  to  the  person 
who  comes  on  board,  and  is  customary  on  board 
vessels  of  war,  and  not  in  merchant  vessels. 

While  on  board  the  Horatio,  the  said  Eakin 
said  that  he  had  always  been  treated  well  by  the 
Spaniards  but  said  some  other  words,  the  im- 
port of  which  was  that  this  was  a  speculation, 
and  that  he  must  do  the  best  he  could  for  him- 
self; Mr.  Currie,  the  first  lieutenant,  also  said 
that  he  had  always  been  well  treated  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  that  he  would  treat  them  so  until 
he  could  not  help  doing  otherwise—alluding  to 
what  he  would  do  in  time  of  battle. 

Mr.  Wynans,  of  the  firm  of  Ten  Eyck,  Wy- 
nans  dt  Co^  told  deponent  that  they,  tosether 
with  two  other  block-makers,  made  the  oloeks 
for  both  of  the  said  ships ;  they  were  employed 
by  Captain  Skinner  and  Mr.  Aguirre  jointly, 
both  being  together ;  but  Mr.  Aguirre  gave  the 
directions  to  Bkinper,  and  appeared  to  be  the 
owner ;  that  he  (Wynans)  called  frequently  upon 
Aguirre  for  directions;  and,  when  all  the  work 
was  done,  Aguirre  paid  him. 

Mr.  Bakewell,  a  sailmaker,  told  deponent  that 
Mr.  Aguirre  made  the  agreement  with  him  for 
the  sans  of  one  of  the  ships,  and  paid  him  the 
amount. 

GEORGE  W.  LYNCH. 

Sworn  thie  25th  day  of  July,  1818,  before  me, 

CHARLES  CHRISTIAN.  ^ 


State  of  Nbw  Yoke,  CUif^fNem  Yfrik,  m: 

John  B.  Sickles,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  Thai 
on  the  22d  of  July  instant  he  called  upon  Joaeph 
Skinner,  whom  he  understood  to  be  the  capcaio 
or  commander  of  the  two  vessels  named  the  Co- 
riaxo  and  Horatio,  which  are  fitting  in  this  port 
for  Buenos  Ayres;  he  met  him  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Washington  Hall,  at  his  residence,  nod  found  a 
number  of  gentlemen  coUecud ;  there  were  about 
twenty,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
the  notary ;  the  conversation  waa  emlnsively  re> 
lating  to  those  vessels,  their  arms  and  equipment, 
some  saying  that  a  portion  of  the  goos  were 
larger  than  others.    On  the  23d  of  July  he  saw 
Captain  Skinner  again,  and  asked  him  to  provide 
the  deponent  with  an  officer's  birth  on  board  of 
one  01  the  said  vessels;  Captain  Skinner  referred 
him  to  Mr.  Palmer,  who  said  that  all  the  officers* 
stations  were  full ;  deponent  repeated  his  desire 
to  be  employed,  and  Skinner  told  him  he  mi^t 
go  as  supernumerary  in  the  capacity  of  acttng 
midshipoMtn.    During  this  conversation  Mr.  Paf" 
mer  told  Captain  Skmner  that  be  was  short  of 
funds ;  to  which  Skinner  replied,  ^  You  most  go 
to  Mr.  Aguirre  for  them,  you  know  1  am  not  the 
owner."    On  the  24th  of  July  deponent  saw  Cap* 
tain  Skinner  again  at  Palmer's  office ;  deponent 
asked  when  he  should  go  on  board.    Skinner  told 
him  during  the  course  of  the  day.    Deponent  ac- 
cordiogly  went  on  board  on  the  24th,  in  company 
with  William  Nesbit,  a  young  man,  who  was 
also  told  by  Captain  Skinner  that  he  might  go 
as  supernumemry ;  when  deponent  got  on  hoard 
of  the  ship  HoratiO|  which  was  lying  in  the 
stream,  he  reported  himself  to  Lienteaaot  Currie^ 
who  was  the  first  lieutenant  on  board  thereof. 
Carrie  told  deponent  and  the  said  Ne^t  that  he 
could  not  receive  them  unless  they  brought  a 
written  order  from  the  captain,  because  they  had 
so  many  officers  already;  deponent  remained  on 
board  about  four  hours,  during  which  time  he 
got  into  conversation  with  several  of  the  officers; 
one  of  them,  named  Weed,  told  deponent  that  he 
is  the  captain  of  marines  on  board;  that  when 
the  vessels  arrived  out  at  Buenos  Ayres  the  offi- 
cers eipectad  to  receive  their  warrants  from  the 
Buenos  Ayrean  Government;  that  Captain  Skin- 
ner had  promised  them  that  he  would  get  them 
from  that  Government  for  these  officers ;  depo- 
nent was  told  by  Mr.  Weed  that  there  were  three 
lieutenanu  on  board,  that  there  were  ei^t  mid* 
shtpmen  on  the  list,  and  twelve  supernameraries 
besides  deponent  and  Mr.  Nesbit ;  that  after  the 
vessels  got  out  to  sea,  if  these  persons  were 
wanted,  they  would  be  turned  forwnrd ;  this  de* 
ponent  understood  to  allude  to  their  being  wanted 
m  time  of  action.    He  said  they  had  on  board  at 
present  ninety-five  men,  and  they  intended  to 
get  more;  he  said  he  expected  that  it  would  be  a 
troublesome  Job  for  htm  to  exercise  his  marines, 
which  he  would  have  to  do  soon  ;  the  diacipUae 
on  board  this  vessel  is  the  same  as  that  on  hoard 
a  vessel  of  war;  the  watch  was  changed  while 
deponent  was  on  board,  and  the  lieatenanta  abo 
changed  their  watch,  tne  hands  being  piped  by 
the  boatswain ;  the  arm  cheat,  containing  gua% 
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pistols,  cqUmms,  ^^  was  bnnight  on  board 
while  deponent  was  there;  he  was  told  that  the 
rreat  ffuns  were  expected  on  the  following  day^, 
the  25th,)  that  the  gans  of  the  Cariazo  were 
eighteen  pounders,  between  earrooades  and  gun- 
lades,  bat  that  those  of  the  Horatio  were  long 
iighteens,  that  being  the  Commodore's  »hip ;  that 
hey  were  brass  gans,  and  had  been  selected  for 
his  vessel;  that  these  ffons  were  different  from 
hose  of  ibe  other  Tessel,  because  these  were  in- 
ended  for  long  fighting,  or  fighting  at  a  distance, 
nd  the  others  for  close  engagement.  After  being 
•0  board  for  several  hours,  deponent  came  ashore 
rith  the  said  William  Nesbit,  and  called  tipon 
^ptain  Skinner,  told  him  what  Lieutenant  Cur- 
ie had  said,  and  asked  him  for  an  order,  which 
/sptain  Skinner  ^ve,  and  which  is  in  the  words 
allowiog:  ''Mr.  Uurrie:  Sir,  you  will  please  to 
eceive  Mr.  J.  B.  Sickles  and  William  Nesbit  on 
card  the  ship  Horatio  as  supernumeraries,  and 
ou  will  oblige  yours,  Joseph  Skinner.  July  24, 
818."  This  note  is  directed  "  Mr.  William  Cur- 
ie, ship  Horatio."  Deponent  further  says,  that 
rhen  he  was  on  board  the  Horatio  on  the  24th, 
^e  officers  were  speaking  about  the  cannon 
rhich  was  expected  on  board  the  Horatio,  and 
lat  which  was  on  board  of  the  Curiazo,and  said 
iat  they  would  mount  it,  because  they  did  not 
Kpeet  that  there  would  be  any  opposition  from 
le  Spanish  Consul ;  there  was  a  large  quantity 
r  potatoes  on  board,  which  they  were  employed 
I  assorting,  and,  while  thus  engaged,  one  of  the 
Beers  said  those  were  rery  bad  potatoes  for  a 
raise ;  the  number  of  barrels  deponent  supposes 
early  two  bandred.  And  further  the  deponent 
iith  not. 

JOHN  B.  SICKLES. 
Sworn  this  25th  day  of  July,  1818,  before  me, 

C.  CHRISTIAN,  a.  Jwtiee. 


Dan  Jam  Dt  OnU  to  the  Seeniary  of  SiaU* 

Bbibtoi^,  July  28, 1818. 

I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  transmit  to  you 
le  declarations  of  four  indiriduals,  affording  the 
lost  positiTC  proof  of  the  Tiolation  which  has 
iken  place  in  the  port  of  New  York  of  the  laws 
r  this  Republic,  to  the  signal  injury  of  the  inter- 
sts  of  my  SoTereign.  I  now  enclose  three  other 
eclarationsp  corroboratina  the  former,  and  estab- 
shing  the  fact  to  which  1  refer. 

I  assure  myself  that,  in  consideration  of  these 
ireumstanccs,  you  will  haTe  no  doubt  of  the  jus- 
te of  the  demand  I  now  make,  in  the  name  of 
le  King,  my  master,  or  of  the  urgency  with 
rhich  I  claim  of  the  President  to  issue  the  neces- 
ftry  orders  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New 
fork  to  detain  the  two  Buenos  Ayres  armed  ships 
llnded  to,  and  the  requisite  instructions  tu  haTe 
he  case  immediately  brought  before  the  proper 
ribunal. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  you  will  hare  the  goodness  to 
lansmit  to  the  aforesaid  collector  the  seven  de- 
putations forwarded  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of 
irsTenting  the  escape  of  these  two  armed  yessels, 
IS  they  have  already  endeavored  to  do;  it  being 


confidently  relied  oo  that,  if  the  suit  be  once  io- 
stitoted,  nothing  can  save  them  from  the  impar- 
tial justice  of  the  court. 

I  beg  you  to  pardon  this  trespass  on  vour  time 
to  which  eircomstances  have  compelled  me.  and 
that  you  will  accept  the  fresh  assurances  of  my 
constant  respect,    Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DB  ONiS. 

State  of  New  Yobk,  CUyqfNew  Yorki9$: 

James  Youaff, by  profession  amariner,at  present 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 
That  about  three  weeks  a^  the  deponent  was 
requested  by  a  former  shipmate  of  deponent's, 
named  David  Rees,  to  enlist  on  board  the  ship 
Curiazo.  Deponent  went  on  board  that  vessel, 
and  there  saw  Mr.  Orinnelow,  who  was  the 
second  lieutenant  thereof.  This  gentleman  gave 
deponent  a  note  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  the  ship* 
ping  officer  of  the  vessels,  recommending  him  to 
take  the  deponent  as  boatswain's  mate  for  the  said 
vessel.  Deponent  eaw  Mr.  Brown,  who  told  him 
there  was  no  vacancy  for  boatswain's  mate,  be> 
cause  he  had  already  shipped  two,  but  that  he 
might  have  the  birth  of  quarter-gunner;  this 
birth  deponent  accepted,  and  afterwards  went  to 
the  office  of  the  notary  in  Pine  street,  whoee  name 
deponent  believes  is  ralmer.  At  this  time  depo* 
nent  was  told  by  Mr.  Brown  that  the  vessel  was 

Sling  to  Buenos  Ayres  or  to  the  Cai>e  of  Qood 
ope.  Deponent  did  not  read  the  articles  when 
he  signed  them,  which  was  about  the  same  time 
before  mentioned.  Deponent  went  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  the  Coriszo,  which  is  commanded  by 
Captain  Paul  Delano.  This  vessel  is  pierced  for 
thirty-two  guns,  although  there  may  be  more,  as 
deponent  has  never  counted  the  number  of  ports. 
Since  deponent  has  been  oa  board,  they  have  ta> 
ken  in  a  great  quantity  of  eitra  spars  and  rigging, 
and  a  quantity  of  cordase,  more  than  is  used  in 
the  merchant  service.  She  has  a  long-boat,  yawl, 
and  sundry  other  boats,  six  or  seven  in  number 
altogether.  Deponent  continued  on  board  until 
last  Friday,  the  17th  instant.  There  are  on  board, 
and  in  the  service  of  the  vessels,  a  captain,  three 
persons  whom  deponent  knows  to  be  lieutenanls, 
a  sailingmaster,  master's  mate,  and  more  than  half 
a  dozen  midshipmen,  but  how  manv  precisely  de- 
ponent does  not  know.  When  he  left  the  vessel 
there  were  about  seventy  hands  or  sailors  oa 
board ;  and  deponent  was  informed  on  board,  by 
the  people  generally,  that  the  number  was  to  be  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  fifty  more.  The  third 
lieutenant  said,  in  deponent's  presence,  that  when 
they  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  they  would 
look  quite  smart.  There  are  a  boatswain  and 
two  boatswain's  mates,  four  qoartermssters,  two 
captains  of  the  fore-top,  two  of  the  main-top^  and 
two  of  the  mizen-top,  two  captains  of  the  after- 
guard, two  quarte^guaner8,  of  which  the  depo- 
nent was  one,  a  captain  of  the  hold,  and  beat- 
swain's  yeoman.  The  crew  are  mustered  every 
Sunday ;  the  hands  are  piped  to  breakfast,  dinner, 
and  supper ;  and  when  an  officer  comes  on  board, 
the  boatswain  attends  the  side,  and  the  whole 
service  and  duty  is  performed  in  every  respect 
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the  same  as  is  done  on  board  a  maa«of-wmr, 
which  depoDeatis  eoBferamt  with,  having  serred 
in  the  Boglish  naTf  nearlv  five  years.  A  quar- 
termaster IS  kept  constantly  on  the  look  oat,  to 
{ireTent  any  persons  coming  on  board  without 
eare,  and  at  night  some  watch  forward,  and 
some  aft.  It  is  the  understanding  of  all  bands  on 
board,  that  when  they  arrive  at  Buenos  Ay  res  they 
will  be  employed  in  the  serrice  there ;  and  the 
officers  have  said  they  will  make  their  fortunes 
by  it.  The  boatswain.  Mr.  Crisp,  told  deponent 
yesterday  that,  the  night  before,  the  cannon  weie 
taken  on  board.  James  Johnson,  the  quarter- 
master, told  deponent  the  itame  thing,  and  that 
thirty-two  eighteen  pounders  had  been  taken  on 
board,  besides  the  quantity  of  shot.  The  same 
was  mentioned  by  the  boats waia's  mate.  He 
further  says  that  the  above  deposition  has  been 
this  day  read  to  him,  and  that  he  declares  the 
same  to  be  in  every  respect  correct.  The  Curiazo 
is  a  new  vessel,  just  built  in  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  has  never  been  to  sea.  Captain  Jo- 
seph Skinner,  deponent  has  heard  and  believes,  is 
eupuin  of  another  ship,  also  lately  built  in  the 

Krt  of  New  York,  and  which  has  not  yet  sailed, 
t  which  is  intended  to  go  on  the  same  service 
with  the  Curiazo.  The  name  of  the  first  lieu- 
tenant is  Mr.  Van  Beuren. 

JAMES  YOUNG. 

Sworn  this  25th  day  of  July,  before  me, 
GEO.  W.  MORTON, 

U.  S.  C<mmi8Honerj  8.  D.  K  Y. 

State  or  New  Yohk,  City  of  New  Yark^  as.- 

David  Rees  being  duly  sworn,  save:   That  he 
had  heard,  read,  and  examined  the  preceding 


deposition  of  James  Young ;  that  all  the  facts 
therein  stated,  relating  to  the  condition  and  arma- 
ment of  the  said  ship  Ctuiaxo,  are  correct  and 
true  in  every  respect ;  that  deponent  is  employed 
at  present  on  board  the  said  ship  Curiaao  in  the 
capacity  of  boatswain's  yeoman ;  he  was  shipped 
by  Mr.  Brown,  the  shipping  officer  of  the  vessel ; 
he  signed  articles  at  Mr.  Palmer's ;  has  been  on 
board  the  Curiazo  aince  the  11th  of  July  insunt. 
On  the  22d  and  dSd  of  July,  the  great  guns  were 
taken  on  board  j  last  evening,  and  until  a  late  hour 
of  night,  these  cannon  were  taken  from  on  board 
again,  as  also  the  shot,  and  were  put  on  board  of 
a  sloop  which,  it  was  mentioned,  and  generally 
understood  on  board,  was  going  down  towards 
Sandy  Hook,  to  be  put  on  board  again  there. 
Captain  Paul  Delano  commands  the  Curiazo ; 
that  a  few  days  ago  deponent  told  said  captain 
that  he  could  wait  no  longer,  and  would  not  go 
with  the  vessel;  Delano  urged  him  to  remain, 
said  he  was  only  waiting  Tor  hb  sweetmeats, 
(meaning  his  cannon,)  and  that,  as  soon  as  they 
were  got  on  board|  they  would  show  the  Spaa- 
lards  play ;  that  at  present  they  cleared  out  for 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  all  hands  shipped  as  seamen, 
because  they  did  not  dare  to  do  otherwise ;  but 
that  as  soon  as  the  vessels  got  out  to  sea,  then  the 
several  stations  would  be  assigned  to  the  men, 
respectively.    This  vessel  is  completely  a  frigate, 


dut^  is  done  on  board  the  same  as  in  the  State 
service,  and  she  has  fony-two  difierent  nifMls, 
many  of  which  deponent  has  seen.  Captain  Jo- 
seph Skinner  commands  the  other  ship,  called 
the  Horatio,  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  same  ser- 
vice ;  he  is  the  commodore  of  both  vessels.  De- 
ponent was  going  to  hoist  a  penoant  one  morn- 
ing on  board  the  Curiazo,  when  the  Ueotenant 
ordered  him  to  stop  and  see  whether  the  commo- 
dore (meaning  the  other  ship,  the  Horatio)  would 
hoist,  and;  finding  that  he  dio  not,  deponent  stop- 
ped, and  the  peonant  was  not  hoisted. 

Both  these  vessels  were  lately  built  in  New 
York ;  they  have  not  yet  been  to  sea. 

DAVID  RBBS. 

Sworn  this  85th  day  of  Jnlf ,  1818. 

GEORGE  W.  MORTON. 
CknnfniMiianerin  tke  drcuii  ccuri  S.  D,N.  Y. 

CtTT  OF  New  Yobc,  u: 

James  Stoughton,  being  dolj sworn,  says :  That 
the  preceding  are  correct  copies  of  original  depo- 
sitions now  in  the  possession  of  deponent,  and 
which  he  retains  for  greater  safety  in  the  nutters 
therein  mentioned. 

JAMES  STOUGHTON. 

Sworn  this  36th  day  of  July,  1818,  before  me, 
GEO.  WILSON,  N.  P.  Nem  YerlT 

State  of  New  York,  City  rf  York^  mm  : 

Thomas  Stoughton,  Consul  of  Sjmia,  beinf 
duly  sworn,  says :  On  the  1st  day  or  September 
last,  (1817,)  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Noah 
Brown,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  told  him 
that  Don  Manuel  Hermenegildo  de  Agutrre, 
the  agent  or  representative  from  the  Buenos 
Ayres  Government,  had  contracted  with  him 
(Brown)  and  with  Mr.  Cheeseman,  of  this  city,  to 
build  two  vessels,  of  twenty-eight  guns  each,  for 
the  use  of  the  Government  of  Buenos  Ayret; 
that  their  tonnage  would  be  seven  hundred  tone 
each,  for  which  he  would  pay  forty  dollars  a  con 
for  the  hulls ;  that  thev  would  be  launched  about 
the  30th  December,  1817;  that  they  would  cost, 
when  armed,  about  eighty  thousand  dollars  each. 

THOMAS  STOUGHTON. 

Sarorn  this  26th  July,  1818,  before  me, 
GEO.  WILSON,  N.  P.,  New 


York. 


Don  Litu  de  Onii  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

BaisTOL,  AuguMt  5,  ISia 

Sin:  I  have  received  your  note  dated  the 83d 
July,  bv  which  vou  are  pleased  to  ffij  to  mine 
of  the  aith  of  June  and  the  8th  of  My  last,  on 
the  subject  of  the  invasion  of  West  Florida  by 
the  American  forces  under  the  command  of  Gen* 
eral  Jackson,  in  the  midat  of  pence,  and  the  moat 
solemn  assurances  of  amity  and  good  andentand- 
ing  repeatedly  given  to  His  Catholic  Majoacy  by 
this  Republic. 

It  is  very  painful  to  me  to  observe,  by  yoar 
answer,  that  the  President  does  not  view  in  the 
same  light  I  do  the  enormous  outrages  committed 
by  that  officer j  and  that,  ia  citing  the  apeeiooa 
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motires  of  wllieb  1m  hna  armikd  himatlf  to  gloM 
tbem  orer,  yoa  preseat  tliem  «s  fully  jasttlying 
the  condoel  of  toe  Oeoeral,  and  exoDcraling  the 
United  States  ftom  all  responeibility  in  the  case. 
I  shall  take  ap  these  pretended  motives  in  the 
sanae  order  yoa  have  arranged  thenif  and  demon- 
strate, in  a  simple  manner,  their  total  want  of 
foandationi  and  their  ineom|>eteney  to  oalliate, 
in  the  sJiihtest  degree,  the  inTasion  ot  a  pro- 
vince o/a  iriendlv  Power  reposing  in  the  security 
of  peaee,  under  the  safeguard  of  the  public  faith. 

Yoa  begin  by  renroducing  the  old  grievances 
complained  of  by  the  United  States,  and  which 
bave  been  brought  forward  by  your  Government, 
among  the  subjects  of  dispute  now  pending  be- 
tween the  Grovernments.  Conceiving  it  super- 
laous  to  resume  the  arguments  which  have  been 
formerly  advanced  to  refute  tfaem,  I  shall  for  the 
[present  merely  refer  to  them. 

Yoa  state,  in  the  first  plAce,  ^*  that  it  cannot 
i)e  unknown  to  me  that,  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  Qoverament  of  the  United  States  issued 
the  orders  for  militarjr  operations  in  that  qutrter. 
;he  inhabitants  of  their  frontier  had  been  exposed 
o  the  depredations  and  massacres  of  a  tribe  of 
isvafres,  the  greater  number  of  whom  dwelt 
vithm  the  borders  of  Florida."  It  is  true  that 
n  the  newspapers  I  saw  accounts  of  such  depre- 
tations  and  massacres,  but  I  never  knew  the 
ertain  motives  which  had  occasioned  them.  In 
be  correspondence  of  the  Spanish  Governors  of 
be  Floriuas,  I  observe  continual  complaints  of 
he  Indiana  to  those  Governors,  stating  the  inces- 
ant  injuries  and  vexations  eommitt^  on  them 
>y  the  citlxens  of  thia  Republic  inhabiting  the 
rentiers  of  both  the  Floridas ;  the  ptroofs  of  wAich, 
0  a  certain  extent,  have  been  already  laid  before 
ou,  in  the  copies  of  the  original  documents  ae- 
:ompanying  my  former  communications.  The 
Spanish  Governors,  being  near  observers  of  these 
ransactions^  were  fully  enabled  lo  judge  of  Uke 
acts.  It  is  from  their  correspondence  alone  that 
can  form  an  opinion  on  these  fioints,  while  at 
he  same  time  I  feel  every  dispositioa  to  respect 
he  decisions  of  your  GbvernmenL 

I  admit,  with  vou,  sir.  the  imperioiM  necessity 
irhich  induced  tne  two  high  contracting  parties, 
a  the  treaty  of  STth  October,  1786,  to  stipulate 
he  agreement  contained  in  the  seventh  article, 
vhich  imposes  on  them,  reciprocally,  the  obliga- 
ton  of  restraining,  by  force  if  necessary,  the  In- 
lians  iiihabitmg  within  the  territories  of  Spain 
ind  of  the  United  States  from  conuttitting  hos* 
ilities  iipon  American  citixeas  or  Spanish  sub- 
ects.  But  this  stipulation  could  only  be  fulfilled 
ipon  the  most  satisfactory  proofs  of  an  exuting 
lecessity.  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  injustice 
ind  cruelly  in  Spain,  had  she  drawn  the  sword 
to  chestise  the  Indians  living  under  her  protec- 
tion, without  knowing  what  offences  they  had 
9omatitted,  and  fully  ascertaining  their  unques* 
lionable  certainty. 

In  the  second  place,  '*  that,  during  the  confu- 
sion of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  t 
was  sailed  upon,  by  letter  from  Geneial  Jackson,  1 


to  interpose  by  force,  and  break  up  a  stronghold 
which  the  savages  and  a  horde  of  fugitive  uaves 
had  possessed  themselves  of  in  the  territory  of 
Florida;  that  the  Governor  acknowledged  the 
obligation,  but  pleaded  an  incompetency  of  force ; 
that  the  orders  and  competent  force  which  he 
had  solicited  from  the  Governor  General  of  Cuba 
were  never  furnished ;  and  that  the  United  Slates 
were  finally  compelled  to  accomplish  its  destruc- 
tion by  its  own  torce." 

I  am  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  afiair ;  but  what  I  perfectly 
well  know  is,  that  the  application  should  have 
been  made  to  his  superior,  or  to  the  Spanish 
Government  through  my  channel,  or  through 
that  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, if  the  importance  of  the  case  required  it,  ok* 
if  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  declined  dislodging 
this  assemblage  of  savages  and  slaves.  This  aikir, 
however,  havtng  then  come  to  an  issue,  eannvt 
now  be  considered  as  a  ground  to  justify  the  recent 
outrages  of  General  Jackson  in  Florida,  beeanse 
the  fort  has  long  since  been  destroyed ;  and  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  individual  omission  or 
failure  of  the  Governor  of  Florida,  the  uroper 
recourse  was  to  his  Government,  to  punish  him 
if  he  deserved  it,  or  to  obtain  a  suitable  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  complained  of. 

Thirdly.  "  That,  at  an  early  period  of  fats  <^r* 
ations,  Gkneral  Jackson  had  fi^ven  full  notice  of 
their  object  to  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  warn* 
ing  him  that  every  attempt  on  his  part  to  succor 
the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  passace  of  provisions 
for  the  American  troops,  would  be  viewed  as 
acts  of  hostility ;  and  that,  in  detoice  (k  this  ad- 
monition, the  Governor  of  Pensicola  did  both 
give  succor  to  the  Indians,  and  delay  the  pas- 
sage of  the  provisions  to  the  American  army." 
Siraag&  indeed,  must  it  appear  to  the  whole 
world  that  Gkneral  Jackson  should  arrogate  to 
himself  the  authority  of  issuiag  orders  and  im- 
posing restrictions  on  the  Gtovernor  of  Pensacola, 
when  he  should  have  confined  himself  to  the 
communication  of  positive  facts  and  unquestion- 
able proofs  of  the  ofiences  committed  by  the 
ladians,  and  to  a  request  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Governor  for  the  punishment  and  fefMra- 
tion  of  the  injury.  The  Spanish  Governor,  un- 
influenced, however,  by  this  dictatorial  summons, 
proceeded,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  carry 
into  efiect  the  demands  of  the  GeneraL  But  the 
assertion  of  his  having  given  succor  to  the  Indi- 
ans, and  delayed  the  passage  of  provisions  for 
the  Aiiierican  troops  in  the  Escambia,  is  wholly 
without  foundations  the  rtry  reverse  is  proved 
by  the  official  correspondence  transmitted  to  me^ 
and,  in  fact,  such  an  assertion,  lightly  nuvde, 
and  unsupported  by  proof,  is  an  additional  insult 
to  the  person  and  public  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  West  Florida,  and  a  striking  evidence  of 
the  animosity  of  the  American  commander.  The 
Nos.  1;  2,  3,  of  the  enclosed  correspondenoa 
evince  extraordinary  deference  for  the  United 
States,  and  condescension  for  the  General. 

JFburMif,  "  That  the  Governor  of  Pensacola 
has  caused  it  to  be  directly  reported  to  the  Ameri- 
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can  GcDeral  tbtt  Fort  St  Mark  hail  beta  threat- 
ened by  the  Indiant  and  negroes,  and  ezpreficd 
eerious  apprehenuont,  from  the  weakness  of  the 
garrison  and  defenceless  state  of  the  work,  for  its 
safety ;  and  that  this  information  was  confirmed 
to  the  American  general  from  other  sources  upon 
which  he  could  rely."  The  Governor  of  Pensa* 
cola  is  wholly  silent  in  his  correspondence  on  the 
state  of  the  fort ;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  Well-known 
fact,  that  neither  that  Spaniso  fort,  nor  any  other 
in  Florida,  was  ever  attacked  by  the  Indians  and 
negroes  alladed  to. 

Fifthiy.  "That,  upon  his  entering  the  fort, 
oneqoif  ocal  evidence  was  eyineed  of  the  duplicity 
and  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  commandant— evi- 
dence demoostratiog,  beyond  the  power  of  denial, 
that  he  had  made  himself,  by  every  act  in  his 
power,  a  partner  and  accomplice  ot  tbe  hostile 
Indians,  and  of  their  foreign  instigators."  It  is 
important  that  a  charge  of  such  a  nature  should 
be  fully  substantiated ;  and  I.  therefore,  must  re- 
quest of  you,  sir,  to  have  the  goodness  to  transmit 
to  me  tbe  documents  in  support  of  it.  I  repeat 
that,  in  such  a  case,  the  proper  course  was  an 
application  to  the  superior  of  that  commandant 
that  he  might  be  tried  according  to  law,  and  on 
the  exhibition  of  the  testimony  and  documents 
produced  against  him. 

Sisthlf.  ^  That  the  same  spirit  of  hostiiity  to 
the  United  States  was  discovered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola  himself,  by  his  refusal  to  per* 
mit,  unless  by  the  ^yment  ot  exorbitant  duties, 
the  passage  of  provisions  to  the  American  army; 
by  the  reception  and  succors  given  to  the  Indians 
at  various  times;  and,  finally,  by  a  letter  which 
he  sent  to  the  American  General,  denouncing  his 
entry  into  Florida  as  an  aggression  apinst  Spain, 
and  threatening,  unless  he  should  immediately 
withdraw  from  it,  and  should  he  continue  what 
he  thus  styled  agffressions,  that  he  would  repel 
force  by  force."  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend how  these  expressions  of  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  can '  be  deemed  censurable.  The 
passage  of  provisions  or  foreign  troops  through 
the  territory  and  waters  of  the  Floridas  was 
strictly  forbidden  by  the  Spanish  Gtovernment. 
The  Governor  of  Pensacola  bad  no  authority  to 
dispense  with  this  regulation  in  any  case  what- 
ever; and  he,  therefore,  save  a  proof  of  extreme 
condescension  in  favor  of  the  American  army,  in 
permitting,  on  his  own  responsibility,  the  passage 
of  the  provisions,  as  appears  by  the  documents 
above  referred  to,  Nos.  1,  2,  3.  Tbe  demand  of 
payment  of  the  duties  fixed  by  the  regulations 
and  tariffs  of  the  Spanish  Government  was  an 
obligation  impossible  for  him  to  evade  without  a 
criminal  breach  of  duty.  It  is  the  first  instance 
I  have  seen  of  a  charge  brought  against  an  officer 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty.  In  all 
events,  the  moment  that  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola sijgnified  to  Gteneral  Jackson  his  want  of 
authority  to  grant  his  request,  that  General,  or  his 
Government,  should  have  asked  it  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  His  Catholic  Biajesty. 

Such  are  the  grounds  upon  which  General 
Jackson  rests  his  justification,  and  which  yoar 


Government  appears  to  eoaaider  aniicieat  co  ex- 
onerate him  from  any  charge,  and  all  responsibil- 
ity to  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  the  invasioii 
of  West  Florida;  and  these  groonda.  yoa  add,  are 
still  further  strengthened  in  favor  of  the  Cienerml 
by  the  following  facu:  1st.  That  ^'the  chatgee 
alleged  by  General  Jackson  against  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  are  not  known  even  to 
have  been  denied."    It  would,  iodee«!,  have  been 
difficult  for  him  to  have  contradicted  them  with- 
out having  first  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge 
of,  and  then  minutely  investigated,  all  the  details 
connected  with  them.    Nothing  like  this  was 
allowed  by  the  operations  of  General  Jackson, 
who,  in  a  momeat,  fell,  like  an  impetuous  con- 
queror, upon  the  chief  place  and  military  posu  of 
Florida  with  his  whole  force,  supported  by  a  train 
of  field  and  battering  artillery — a  train  which  can 
hardly  have  been  thought  neceesary  lor  battering 
the  cabins  of  miserable  Indians.    2d.  That  ^ihe 
Governor  of  Pensacola  assured  General  Jackson 
that  the  information  received  by  him  of  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  who  had  been  received  and  har- 
bored at  Pensacola  was  erroneous;  and,  notwith- 
standing this  assertion,  a  large  body  of  them 
were  overtaken,  surprised,  and  defeated  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  within  one  imle  of 
Pensacola,  within  ten  days  after  the  time  stated, 
in  his  letter  td  the  Governor,  of  this  aawmblage 
of  Indians  at  that  place  ^  nor  was  it  tutil  after 
that  event  that  the  Governor  issued  his  proclama- 
tion for  refusing  chem  supplies,  and  gave  them 
the  advice  under  which  eighty-seven  of  them 
surrendered  themselves  to  the  Amerieaa  officer; 
aad  that  since  their  surrender  there  had  been  only 
two  Indians  in  Pensacola,  and  those  in  jail,  whieii 
was  incorrect,  as,  besides  the  Alabama  chief  in- 
cluded in  the  capitulation,  one  wounded  Indian 
was  found  in  the  fort  of  Barancas;  and,  further, 
that  Holmes,  a  noted  Red  Stick  chief,  left  Pensa- 
cola but  the  day  before  the  American  troops  took 
possession,  and  a  number  of  other  Indians  were 
seen,  about  the  same  time,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Pensacola,  and  succeeded,  with  the  aid  of  Spanish 
officers,  in  eluding  the  pursuit  of  the  Anierican 
troops."    It  seems  to  me  that  the  bare  recital  of 
these  trifling  eireumstances  is  sufficient  to  enable 
any  one  to  judge  of  their  utter  insignificancy. 
Let  us  suppose  there  were  two  or  three,  four  or 
five^  or  several  more  Indians  in  Pensacola,  or  ia 
any  other  Spanish  post;  and  what  is  there  re- 
markable or  improper  in  that?    What  law  or 
principle  is  there  prohibiting  the  Governor  o( 
Pensaeola  from  communicating  with  the  Indiaas, 
and  allowing  them  to  bring  in  the  nsoal  supplies  1 
The  duty  of  the  Spanish  Governor  was  confined 
solely  to  withholding  aid  and  assisunce  to  the 
hostile  Indians,  and  exhorting  them  all  to  pre- 
serve peace  and  abstain  from  any  nets  of  injury 
or  violeace  to  the  citixens  of  the  United  States. 
This  duty  he  has  religiously  disehaiged;  aad 
nothing  has  yet  been  advanced  that  proves  the 
contrary.    Is  it  a  crime  to  permit  a  woonded  In- 
dian, a  wretched  fugitive,  disarmed  and  defence- 
less, to  take  refuge  under  the  protection  of  Spain, 
and  avoid  the  fate  impending  over  Jus  whole 
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sttion  ?  Is  it  a  erime  to  show  hmnMitf  to  aneh 
anfortonate^  and  not  delifer  then  up  to  paoisb- 
mentl  A  differeot  conduct  ought  surely  lo  be 
considered  a  crime  and  an  eternal  disgrace. 

And  here  I  would  not  be  understood  as  deny- 
ing the  cruelties  exercised  by  the  sava^,  or  the 
horrors  committed  by  them  on  the  citizens  of 
this  Republic.  I  view  with  horror  e?ery  act  of 
barbtrity  and  bKnd  fury.  Be  pleased,  however, 
sir,  to  compare  the  evils  eomolained  of  with  those 
which  ha? ^  and  do  daily  now  from  ihose  sue* 
cestiTe  shoals  of  desperate  adventurers,  freebootp 
en^  assassins,  and  banditti,  which  have  so  long 
thronged  from  the  American  territory  towards 
the  adjoining  provinces  of  the  Spanish  monarehy. 
and  with  tlie  frightful  swarms  of  corsair^  ano 
pirates,  who,  after  arming  and  equipping  in  the 
ports  of  this  Republic,  daily  sally  forth  to  infest 
the  seas,  destroy  the  Spanish  commerce,  and  rifle 
every  defenceless  vessel  they  meet.  To  yourself 
and  to  the  whole  world  it  is  notorious  what  de« 
nlorable  atroeiiies  have  been  committed  by  these 
oarbarous  aod  bloody  wretches.  I  leave  it  to  you 
to  decide  whether  there  can  be  any  comparison 
between  these  excesses  and  those  alluded  to  by 
Qeneral  Jackson  in  bis  proclamation. 

In  fine,  the  very  reasons  assigned  by  General 
Jackson  in  justification  of  his  conduct  serve  only 
to  enhance  its  enormity.  How  can  personal 
piques  or  disputes  between  subordinate  officers 
possibly  justify  the  invasion  of  a  province,  with 
all  the  apparatus  and  the  fury  of  war,  in  the 
midst  of  peace  1  How  can  they  justify  the  effu- 
sion of  blood,  the  bombardment  and  capture  of 
its  fortresses  and  strongholds  ?  How !  is  Qeneral 
Jackson  an  independent  sovereign,  or  is  the  com* 
mandant  of  St.  Mark's,  or  the  Gtovernor  of  Pensa- 
cola  7  Should  not  every  altercation,  disagreement, 
or  complaint  between  these  officers  have  been 
submitted  to  their  respective  Governments,  by 
them  to  be  decided  1  Most  assuredly  they  should } 
and  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  that  outrages 
of  such  a  nature  admit  nettner  excuse  or  pallia- 
tion. I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  President, 
as  you  assure  me,  gave  General  Jackson  no  orders 
or  instructions  to  commit  such  acts  of  violence 
and  injustice,  nor  to  depart  from  the  course  which 
the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Confressof  dith 
March  last,  announced  it  was  his  intention  to 
pursue.  It  therefore  follows,  by  a  necessary  in- 
ference, that  General  Jackson  acted  upon  the  im- 
pulse of  his  own  mind,  and  took  upon  himself,  as 
you  say,  the  whole  responsibility. 

It  is  rery  satisfactory  to  me  to  be  informed  by 
you  that  the  President  agrees  to  restore  Pensacola 
to  the  possession  of  any  person  duly  authorixed 
on  the  part  of  Spain  to  receive  it;  also^  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  as  soon  as  a  Spanish  Ibrce  sufficiently 
strong  to  hold  it  against  tne  attack  of  the  hostile 
Indians  shall  make  its  appearance  for  the  same 
purpose.  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  the 
answer  of  the  President  to  my  Government,  in 
order  that,  on  taking  it  into  consideration  in  re- 
lation to  that  point,  it  may  give  such  orders  as 
nay  be  required  by  the  case.  But  with  a  view 
to  prevent  any  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  this 


just  measure  adopted  by  your  Government,  I  have 
to  request  you,  and,  through  your  ministry,  the 
President,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
American  commandant  and  officers  now  holding 
that  province  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Spanish  Gbv- 
ernor,  officers,  and  troops,  who  may  be  dnly  an* 
thorized  to  receive  possession  of  it.  At  the  same 
time,  I  persuade  myself  that  the  President,  being 
disposed  to  take  this  first  step  in  making  satisfac* 
tion  to  Spain,  will  not  refuse  such  others  as  will 
make  that  satisfaction  complete  and  effective.  I 
therefore  renew,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my 
master,  mj  instant  requests  and  reclamations  of 
due  reparation  for  all  the  losses  and  injuries  sus* 
tained  by  the  Crown  and  subjects  of  His  Majesty 
in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
General  aod  the  troops  under  his  command  in 
Florida;  and.  moreover,  of  his  lawful  punish- 
ment, with  tnat'of  any  other  officer  who  may 
appear  to  be  responsible  by  his  participation  in 
the  acts  complained  of. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  what- 
ever complaint  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sutes  may  have  against  the  Governor  of  Pensa* 
cola,  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  or  a^inst 
any  other  Spanish  military  or  civil  officer,  u  will 
be  promptly  attended  to  by  His  Catholic  Ma* 
jesty's  Government,  aod  orders  issued  for  any 
inquiry  into  their  conduct ;  and  should  it  satis- 
factorily appear  to  be  reprehensible  they  shall 
be  punished  with  all  the  severity  of  the  law. 

In  concluding  this  note,  I  forbear  to  repeat  to 
you  assurances  of  the  sincere  and  strong  desire 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  see  all  pending  differ- 
ences speedily  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion. 
Your  are  aware  that,  in  April  last,  I  despatched 
a  courier  to  my  Government,  with  full  inforou- 
tion  on  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  submitting, 
agreeably  to  what  you  stated  to  me,  and  with  a 
view  of  expediting  the  proceeding,  its  final  ar- 
rangement oy  the  Ministry  of  the  Sing,  my  mas- 
ter, and  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid.  On  the  first  official  notice  of  the  result 
of  that  proposition,  although  it  has  not  yet  had 
the  desired  effect,  1  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  come  to  an  understanding  by  means  of 
my  new  instructions,  and  agree  on  the  basis  of  a 
treaty  mutually  satisfactorj. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  connoe  myself  to  ofiTering 
you  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  constant  respect, 
and  I  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

No.  1. 

Ctpif  ofti  fiaUo/ike  Oavemarof  Wui  Florida  to  Ats 
EmdUncjf  Jminm  Jtukaon. 

Pembacola,  April  15, 1818. 

Most  Kxcbllbict  Sir  :  Your  excellenc jr's  let- 
ter of  the  25th  of  last  month  has  been  delivered 
to  me,  also  that  of  the  I6tb,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  16th  of  February  preceding.  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  both,  and 
to  reply  to  the  former. 

In  the  month  of  May  last,  yielding  to  a  spirit 
of  conciliation,  I  gave  permission  to  the  schooner 
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▼ietory,  frotti  New  Orlcsns,  to  ptss  up  the  Bs- 
cambia  to  the  Ameriean  fort  with  a  eargfo  of  pro- 
yisioDs ;  prompted  hj  the  same  sentimeDt,  I  giare 
a  similar  permi^ton  ia  January  last  to  Uaptata 
Call,  of  the  schooner  Italiana,  to  proceed  to  the 
same  place ;  and  subsequently,  pursuing  the  same 
friendly  and  conciliatory  feehng,  I  allowed  Lieu- 
tenant Eddy,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  the  fort 
above  alluded  to,  who  had  been  commissioned 
for  that  purpose  by  Major  Toungs,  the  command- 
ant, to  supply  himself  here  with  sixty  barrels  of 
provisions.  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Italiana 
being  still  deposited  here,  I  conceive  thai  the  in* 
troduction  of  the  further  supply  requested  by 
your  excellency  is  not  necessary  at  present.  Not- 
withstanding this,  as  I  infer  from  your  excel- 
lency's letter  that  the  said  provisions  are  now  on 
the  way,  and  am  disposed  to  grant  the  same  in* 
dulgence  as  heretofore,  while  it  is  not  less  my 
duty  to  enforce  the  established  regulations  and 
restrictions,  which  require  that  the  supplies  should 
be  consigned  to  a  Spanish  trading-house,  which 
will  undertake  to  forward  them  and  secure  the 
payment  of  the  royal  import  and  ez]>ort  duties,  I 
will  give  permission  for  tnem  to  pass  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  first;  it  being,  however  well  understood 
that,  neither  now  nor  hereaAer,  the  United  States 
can  pretend  to  or  acquire  any  right  in  consequence 
of  these  indulgences,  which  are  perfectly  gratuit- 
ous, and  granted  solely  in  consequence  of  existing 
circumstances,  which,  as  your  excellency  states 
to  me,  prevent  the  arrival  of  supplies  to  the  said 
Fort  Crawford,  through  any  other  channel.  In 
addition,  you  are  pleased  to  remark  that  you  are 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  discussion  with 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  right  which  may  be 
claimed  by  the  United  States  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Escambia. 

To  a  discussion  of  this  nature  I  am  no  less 
averse  than  your  excellency ;  because  it  is  one  not 
within  my  province,  and  because  it  is  my  duty, 
as  a  subordinate  officer,  to  conform  to  the.  orders 
of  my  superior;  therefore,  until  I  receive  orders 
to  the  contrary,  I  am  bound,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  existing  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  On  refer- 
ring to  the  last  treaty  of  amity,  limits,  and  navi- 
gation, I  perceive  nothing  that  stipulates  the  tree 
navigation  of  the  river  alluded  to;  but.  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  my 
master,  in  and  over  all  the  territories,  ooasts,  riv- 
ers, ports,  and  bays,  situate  to  the  south  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  solemnly 
and  explicitly  acknowledged  by  the  United  States; 
and  if,  in  consideration  of  the  preieiit  extraordi- 
nary circumatances,  Airther  momentary  conces- 
sions are  required,  I  request  your  excellency  to 
have  the  gooddess  to  apply  for  that  purpose,  in 
future,  to  the  authority  on  whom  thejr  ^^y 
depend,  as  I  am  wholly  unauthorized  in  this 
matter. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

ioSE  MAZOT. 

His  Exc'y  GTen.  Amdrbw  Jacksom. 

True  copies  of  the  documents  deposited  in  this 


command,  at  Penaacota,  May  2, 1818,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  secretary,  (by  indispoaitlon.) 

B.  DUBREUIL. 

No.  2. 

The  Commandant  of  Wut  Florida  to  Mn^ar  Youngs, 
encamped  on  the  bankt  of  the  EaeambJa, 

PBN8A00LA,  ApHl  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  Tour  letters  of  the  27th  instut,  dated 
Camp  on  the  Escambia  and  Fort  Crawlbnl,  en- 
closing a  proclamation,  were  this  ^j  dtlirered 
to  me  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  by  an  artificer,  (a  man 
of  color,)  whose  immediate  return  does  not  allow 
me  at  present  to  reply  particularly  to  them;  and 
I  shall  only  state  that  the  few  peaceful  Indians 
who  were  at  this  place  and  in  its  neighborhood 
lef^  it  on  the  26tli,  and  at  daybreak  several  oi 
them  were  murdered  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  among  them  some  women  and  chil- 
dren. As  I  am  unable  to  account  for  this  act, 
and  the  violation  resulting  from  it,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  I  shall  transmit  an  account  tk 
the  whole  transaction  to  my  superior ;  and  I  hoipe 
that  in  the  meantime  yon  will  not  permit  any 
further  hostilities  to  be  committed  on  any  pre- 
tence in  this  territory;  and,  in  case  the  Indians 
give  any  reason  for  complaint,  that  you  will 
inform  me  of  it,  that  I  may  chastise  them  for  it, 
as  far  as  it  depends  on  my  authority. 

If  there  be  Indians  still  remaining  in  thie  terri- 
tory, I  will  have  thefcn  sought  fbr,  and  comffloni* 
cate  your  letter  to  them,  and  advise  yoo  of  the 
result.  I  do  assure  you  on  my  word  chat  yosr 
statement  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the 
Indians  is  the  first  intelligence  I  have  had  of  it, 
and  that  when  I  agreed  to  the  passage  of  the 
escort  of  which  you  speak,  those  Indians  of  whom 
Lieutenant  Eddy  was  apprehensive  were  the  only 
ones  pointed  out  to  me. 

I  must  repeat  to  you  that  all  my  wishes  and 
efforts  are  directed  to  preserving  the  peace  hap- 
pily subsisting  between  our  Governments,  ^nd 
relying  on  your  friendly  sentiments  towards  ne, 
I  offer  you  in  return  the  assurances  of  mine. 
Gbd  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

To  Major  Wsiti  Touitos. 


Theeametotke 

PiHaacobA,  Af/iH  30, 181& 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  request  eontaiaed 
ia  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  I  asseaibled 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  towns  of 
Colome,  Canaan,  Corralle,  and  Forsytehe,  and 
communicated  its  contents  to  them ;  tbey  all  re- 
plied that  they  had  long  been  very  unhappy  and 
miserable,  without  shelter  or  country ;  but  that, 
at  last,  by  the  advice  of  a  good  friend,  they  had 
found  one ;  that  they  all  cbeerfully  adopted  /C 
and  were  very  grateful  for  the  offers  you  had 
made  them.  These  Indians  amount  to  about 
eighty-seven,  including  women  and  ehildrea.  I 
have  settled  that  they  shouM  divide  into  two 
I  companies,  and  they  will  set  out  as  soon  as  your 
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usvcr  is  KG^tTed,  whick  thty  Uiink  it  prudent 
to  keep,  as  yoQ  will,  wkcn  informed  of  tneir  ac- 
eeplanoe  of  your  offer,  be  enabled  to  gire  proper 
orders  for  their  safety  on  their  journey,  and  their 
aToidtng  any  unpleasaot  rencontre  with  the  Choe- 
taw8|  wbO|  if  not  duly  informed  of  it,  might  at- 
tack them;  in  which  case,  the  measures  taken 
for  the  peteefoi  arrangements  that  we  both  hav« 
so  muen  at  heart  would  be  defeated. 

Opahi-hQU,an  Alabamian  chief,  on  account  of 
his  age  and  infirmities,  will  remain  here  for  the 
present  with  his  family.  I  have  given  (wders  for 
nis  relief,  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  be- 
havior. 

You  will  always  find  me  ready  to  unite  with 
you  in  sucii  measures  as  may  be  beneficial  to  our 
respective  countries,  and  are  conformable  to  ex- 
isting treaties.  I  renew  the  as&urancea  of  my 
respect,  and  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you  many 
years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

To  Major  Wbitb  Yodiiqs. 

No.  3. 

Copv  of  m  htter  frpm  Me  Ctfmmandant  cf  Wett 
FMek  to  kk  BmeeUeney  Andrew  Jaekton. 


Pensacola,  May  1.8, 1818. 

Most  Excellemt  Sib:  On  the  10th  instant 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  last, 
informing  roe  that  on  board  a  small  schooner  de- 
tached from  this  port  for  Appalache  there  were 
found  several  articles  of  clothtog,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  United  States  troops^  and  which  you 
suppose  were  taken  in  the  boat  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant fiddy  was  unfortunately  cut  off.  together 
with  hif  escort.  You  inquire  of  me  now  1  be- 
came possessed  of  those  articles  of  clothing,  and 
you  proceed  to  state  that  you  regret  the  necessity 
which  compels  you  to  inform  me  that,  from  writ- 
ten and  other  proofs  obtained  at  St.  Johns,  the 
quantity  of  American  cattle  found  at  St.  Marks, 
and  the  active  commtuiicatioa  ke^t  up  between 
the  latter  place  and  the  hostile  Indians,  there  ap- 
pears sufficient  ground  to  believe  that  they  were 
encouraged  and  excited  to  this  sava|^  warfare 
againal  the  United  Sutea  by  the  Spanish  offinors. 
You  add  that  ihere  exist  positive  proefs  Ihpit  ihe 
Indians  weresonplied  with  aqAmoaJtioa  by  theUte 
commandant  of  St.  Marks ;  and  you  concMa  by 
declaring  that  shelter  and  protection  have  been 
given  at  this  place  to  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  Indiana  who  are  in  hostility  with  the  United 
St$tefl|  and  have  fled  from  the  American  terri- 
tory ;  that  these  facts,  and  the  refusal  to  allow 
the  paasage  of  provisions  lor  the  supply  of  your 
troops,  fuUy  evince  the  unjnat  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  agent  in  the  Floridas. 

To  these  several  charges  I  shaU  reply  in  their 
order,  frankly,  unreservedly,  and  unequivocally. 
The  first  relates  to  the  articles  of  clothing  found 
on  board  the  schooner  Maria,  and  detained  on 
the  presumpUon  of  their  being  the  property  of 
the  United  States.    A  part  of  these,  as  is  proved 

by  the  copy  No.  1,  was  purchased  at  New  Orr 

leans  in  May  last  j  a  part  oaaie  from  Havaua  and 


a  part  was  bought  here  *,  all  which  bein|;  fully 
substantiated,  the  charge  is  consequently  duprov- 
ed,  and  your  inquiry  satisfactorily  answered.  The 
second  is  more  serious,  and  refers  to  the  conduct 
of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  at  a  recent 
period.  I  immediately  demanded  of  him  an  ao- 
count  of  his  proceedings ;  his  report  of  which  is 
enclosed  under  the  No. 2.  Butas  I  am  desirous  that 
you  would  bring  forward  unquestionable  proof  of 
the  malconduct  of  that  officer,  I  have  to  requeat 
you  to  furnish  me  with  it,  in  order  that,  if  his  mis- 
conduct be  established,  he  may  receive  eondiga 
puoiahment ;  heneby  assuring  your  excellency, 
with  that  sincerity  that  beloiigs  to  me,  that  in  such 
an  event  he  has  acted  entirely  contrary  to  his 
instructions;  and  that  on  receiving  the  evidence 
required  he  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
punished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  according  to 
the  merits  of  the  case.  Your  sense  of  equity 
will,  however,  satisfy  vou  that  the  Spanish  Qov- 
ernment  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents  while  it  does  not  support 
them  in  it,  nor  tolerate  their  errors  when  proved. 
Your  subsequent  complaints  are  directed  person- 
idly  and  pointedly  against  me,  and  relate  to  the 
shelter  and  protection  alleged  to  have  been  afford- 
ed to  the  persons  and  property  of  fugitive  Indi- 
ans, and  to  the  passage  of  nrovisioas  up  the 
£2seambia.  The  best  mode  of  giving  a  sausfao- 
tory  answer  to  these  charges  wiU  be  to* offer  yon 
a  brief  and  faithful  statement  of  facts.  With 
respect  to  the  lodlaas,  you  have  assuredly  not 
been  correctly  informed  ;  for,  although  some  few 
remained  permanently  here,  chiefly  consisting  of 
women  and  children  employed  in  supplying  the 
inhabitants  with  fish,  fuel,  and  other  triflmg  arti- 
cles, and  had  been  living  here  long  before  the 
present  war  with  the  Seminoles,  it  is  a  fact  that, 
when  I  seoi  round  to  assemble  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  to  them  the  proposal  of 
Major  Youngs,  their  whole  number  amounted 
but  to  eiehty-seven ;  and  surely  the  small  pro- 
portion of  men  among  them  unarmed,  miserable^ 
and  defeaeelesB,  could  not  be  considered  as  ob- 
jeetaof  hostility  to  the  United  States ; «  pcoof  of 
which  was  shown  in  the  continual  panage  of 
American  citizens  to  this  place,  travelliag  un- 
armed and  alone,  without  a  single  instanee  of 
accident  happening  either  to  their  persons  or 
property.  In  regard  to  the  passage  of  provisions 
up  the  Escambia,  so  far  from  suspending  it,  I  fa- 
cilitated it,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  even  to 
txniamitting. myself;  sinQe,.asa  subordinate  offi- 
cer, I  could  not  becomingly  allow  a  proceeding 
which  was  not  fnlly  authorised.  I  therefore,  in 
consideration  of  circumstances,  took  that  respon« 
sibility  upon  myself,  as  I  stated  to  your  exoeUeo-* 
ey  in  my  letter  of  the  15(h  ultimo,  by  Major 
Perault,  to  which  I  beff  your  reference.  But, 
with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  this  place,  by  means 
of  a  free  intercourse  with  the  interior,  I  hereby 
declare  that  in  future  the  merchants  and  traders 
belonging  to  it  shall  pass  freely  from  henoe  to 
Fort  Crawford,  and  other  places  on  the  frontier, 
and  transport  all  necessary  supplies,  eUher  hyiand 
or  water;  by  which  means  it  is  to  be  expeeted 
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ther  will  be  abandtntly  provided,  «nd  four  ez- 
cellency  en ti rely  satisfied. 

In  offering  you  these  explanations  and  details, 
I  flatter  myself  I  have  given  so  full  and  satisfac- 
tory an  answer  to  yoor  excellebey's  letter  as  to 
leave  no  doobt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  have  presented  a  certain 
pledge  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  contribute, 
bv  every  means  in  my  power,  to  the  maintenance 
ot  the  good  understanding  happily  sabsistiog  be- 
tween  our  two  Governments.  Qod  preserve  you 
many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

His  Bzc^cy  Andrew  Jaokson. 

Pensacola,  31st  May,  1818.  A  true  copy  of 
the  original  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  government  of  this  Province,  under 
my  charge. 

CARLOS  RKOGIO. 


Tke  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Louie  de 
Dbfabtmbht  of  Statb, 

Washihoton,  AuguBl  24, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  S7th 
ultimo  and  of  the  5th  instant,  with  their  respect- 
ive encloeores,  all  of  which  have  been  laid  before 
the  President.  With  re^rard  to  the  two  vessels 
alleged  to  have  been  equipped  at  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  cruising  unaer  the  flag  of  Buenos 
Ayres  against  Spanish  subjects,  the  result  jof  the 
txaminatioD  which  has  taken  place  before  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
doubtless  convinced  you  that  no  prosecution 
commenced  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  against  the  persons  charged  with  a  viola- 
lion  of  their  laws  and  their  neutrality  could  have 
been  necessary  or  useful  to  you,  no  transgression 
of  the  law  having  been  proved  against  them. 

It  would  be  equally  superfluous  and  unreason- 
able to  pursue  the  discussion  with  you  relative  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  American  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  entering  Florida,  and  his  conduct 
there,  and  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Qovemor  of 
Pensacola  and  of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks 
in  aiding  and  abeuing  the  savase  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  whom  Spain  had,  by  solemn  trea- 
ty, bound  herself  to  restrain  by  force  from  com- 
mitting hostilities  against  them.  But  you  will 
permit  me  to  observe  that  the  obligation  of  Spain 
was  positive  and  unqualified,  and  that  an  attempt 
to  evade  its  force  by  the  allegation  that  Spain 
could  not  carry  it  into  effect  until  she  knew  what 
hostilities  they  had  committed,  and  the  possible 
causes  of  or  provocations  to  them,  would  be  equal- 
Iv  unwarranted  by  the  express  terms  of  the  arti- 
cle, and  by  the  intentions  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties to.  the  treaty.  The  stipulation  of  Spain  was. 
BOt  to  punish  her  Indians  for  murders  committed 
upon  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  the  women  and 
children  of  the  United  States,  but  to  restrain 
them  by  force  from  committing  them ;  and  the 
insinttation  that  the  Indians  themselves  had  been 
provoked  to  such  atrocious  acts  would  be  as  dis- 
ingenuous on  the  pan  of  Spain  to  escape  from 


the  sacred  duties  of  her  compact  as  ft  woofd  be 
unfounded  in  point  of  fact. 

The  letter  from  General  Jacksoo  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans* 
mitted  to  you  in  mine  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  its 
answer,  were  written,  not  as  yon  allege,  at  the 
turbulent  period  of  the  late  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  but,  as  their 
dates  will  show,  more  than  a  year  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace.  The  fort  had  been  built 
upon  Spanish  territory,  under  the  stiiieraace  of 
Spanish  authorities,  by  British  officers,  during 
the  war,  for  annoyance  against  the  Uaiied  States. 
After  the  peace  it  remained  the  stronghtrfd  of  fa- 
gitive  negro  and  Indian  robbers  and  murderers, 
which  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  when  sum- 
moned by  General  Jackson  to  destroy,  alleged 
his  inability  to  do  it  without  reinforeemeot  and 
further  orders  which,  as  the  event  proved,  were 
never  receiveo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  orders 
have  already  been  forwarded  to  the  commanding 
officers  at  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  to  deliver  up 
those  places,  conformably  to  the  notitfe  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo,  to  the  former 
Governor  of  Pensacola  and  comnandaRt  of  St. 
Marks,  respectively,  or  to  any  person  duly  au- 
thorized from  you  or  from  the  Governor  Gkneial 
of  the  Havana  to  receive  them. 

I  am  further  instructed  by  the  President  to 
assure  you  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  has 
seen,  in  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  yoor 
expectation  of  being  speedily  enabled  to  make 
proposals  containing  the  basis  of  a  treaty  which 
may  adjust,  to  mutual  satisfaction,  aU  the  exist- 
ing differences  between  our  two  nations,  and  his 
earnest  hope  that  this  expectation,  in  the  fnlfll- 
ment  of  which  this  Government  have  ctmfided, 
and  adopted  measures  corresponding  with  it,  may 
be  realized  at  an  early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  high  considera- 
tion, sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

lOHN  ^UINCT  ADAMS. 


Don  Luie  de  Omie  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Bristol,  SeptawUfer  11, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  official  note  of  the 
24th  of  August  last,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  5ik 
of  that  month  ahd  27th  or  July  preceding;  and  1 
coincide  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  is  soperfia- 
ous  to  continue  the  discussion  on  the  conduct  of 
the  American  General  in  the  invasion  of  Flori- 
da, since  the  simple  knowledge  of  acts  of  this 
description  and  notoriety  sniSciently  indicates 
that  justice  which  I  am  persuaded  cannot  be  dta- 
sembled  in  the  view  of  unprejudiced  reason. 

I  shall,  therefore,  not  dwell  further  on  the 
welUfouttded  alignments  and  documents  I  have 
produced  in  my  notes  on  this  subject ;  but,  merely 
referring  to  them,  I  have  to  insist  on,  and  de- 
mand of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
that  most  just  satisfaction  which  I  have  alfcady 
required  of  them,  in  the  name  of  my  Sovereign, 
and  is  imperiously  claimed  brthe  integrity  of 
his  monarchy  and  the  honor  or  his  Crown. 
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I  inoMdiftuly  cemouiBmtwl  tio  m^  GeviMrn* 
meot  the  determination  which  70a  did  me  the 
honor  to  state  to  me,  that  orders  had  been  giren 
to  the  Amerieao  commanding  officers  to  delirer 
ap  the  posts  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  to  sach 
Spatkish  authorities  as  might  be  dvAj  appointed 
to  reeeire  them,  that  it  may,  on  a  knowledge  of 
that  fact,  adopt  the  measures  requisite  to  the  case. 

Aoxionslf  desirous  to  see  the  basis  of  a  treaty 
established  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  Gk)?em- 
ments,  I  await  the  result  of  the  negotiation  pend- 
ioff,  ss  yon  know,  at  Madrid,  (tnformation  of 
which  must  soon  be  recei?ed  here,)  that  we  may 
proceed  in  conformity  to  it ;  and,  it  being  fully 
evinced  that  the  King,  my  master,  has  the  most 
earnest  wish  to  do  what  may  be  agreeable  to  this 
Republic,  even  to  the  diminution  of  his  own  in- 
teresu,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  his  honor  and 
dignity,  I  doubt  not  that,  in  one  shape  or  ano- 
ther, we  may  attain  the  most  equitable  mode  of 
effecting  a  settlement  on  terms  mutually  satis- 
factory. 

I  reiterate  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished 
consideration,  and  pray  Gk>d  to  preserTe  you 
many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

Egtnui  of  a  IdUrJrom  Mr.  Ervmgp  MinuUt  Plm^ 
ipaUn&ary  fnm  the  VmUd  SaUi  m  Spam,  to 

MAoaiD,  Febrvaij  10, 1818. 

The  King  has  lately  made  large  grants  of  land 
in  East  Florida  to  sereral  of  his  favorites,  and  i 
am  credibly  informed  that,  within  these  few  days, 
he  has,  by  a  sweeping  grant,  giren  all  the  re- 
mainder to  the  Duke  or  Alagon,  captain  of  his 
guards,  and  the  Count  of  Punon  Rostro,  one  of 
his  chamberlains;  This  is,  perhaps,  his  mode  of 
preparing  for  a  ckeap  cession  of  the  territory  to 
the  United  States. 


Exlroet  of  a  tetter  from  Mr.  JBning  to  Mr.  Adame, 
Seerdary  of  State,  dated 

Madbid,  Februoff  2^  1818. 

The  King  has  lately  made  large  grants  of  land 
in  the  Floridas  to  several  of  his  /avorite  servants. 
The  enclosed  papers  (A  and  B)  have  been  fur- 
nished to  me  as  eztracu  from  the  deeds  to  the 
principal  grantees— the  Duke  of  Alagon,  captain 
of  the  nod  J  guards,  and  the  Count  of  r  uaon  llos- 
tro,  one. 01  the  chamberlains.  Mr.  Vargas,  treas- 
urer of  the  household,  has  another  grant.  In  fine, 
I  am  led  to  believe  that  His  Ma,^ty  has  given 
away  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  that  quarter 
which  had  not  been  previously  granted. 

A. 
7b  Ms  Duke  of  ii^^fofi. 

All  the  UBcnltivated  land  not  ceded  in  Bast 
Florida,  which  lies  between  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.  Louisa  and  that  of  St.  John,  as  far  as 
the  mouths  by  which  they  einptir  themselves  into 
the  sea,  and  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  and 
the  adjacent  Islands,  with  the  mouth  of  the  river 


HijueloB,  in  the  twentv-«izth  degree  of  latitude, 
following'.the  left  bans  up  to  its  source,  drawing 
a  line  from  Lake  Macao,  and  then  descending 
along  the  road  from  the  river  St.  John  to  m 
Lake  Yaldes,  crossing  another  line  from  the  ex- 
treme north  of  said  lake  to  the  source  of  the  river 
Amnrama,  folbwing  its  right  bank  as  far  as  its 
mouth,  in  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-fifth 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  running  along  the  sea- 
coast  with  all  the  adjacent  islands,  up  to  the 
moutli  of  thetiver  Htjuelos. 

B. 

7b  the  Count  of  Banon  Roetro. 

All  the  uncultivated  land  not  ceded  in  Florida, 
comprehended  between  the  river  Perdido  to  the 
west  of  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  rivers  Ama- 
ruja  and  St.  John,  from  Popa,  until  they  empty 
themselves  into  the  sea  on  the  eastern  side ;  by 
the  north,  the  line  of  demarcation  with  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes;  and  on  the  south  bv  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  including  the  desert  islanoson  the  coast. 


BaOrmet  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Brmtut  to  Mr,  Adame, 

dated 


Madbio,  April  5, 1818. 


courtiers,  and  enclosed  extracts  from  those  in  fa- 
vor of  tne  Duke  of  Alagon  and  the  Count  of 
Ponon  Rostro.  I  have  just  now  obtained  a  copy 
of  that  in  favor  of  Don  Pedro  de  Vnrgas,  treasu- 
rer, of  the  household,  and  it  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  obtain  foil 
copies  of  the  grants  to  Alagon  and  Punon  Rostro. 

THE  KING: 

My  Govtrnor  and  Captain  Gkneral  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  its  district,  Don  Pedro  de 
Vargas,  under  date  of  the  26th  of  January  last, 
mantfested  to  me  as  follows : 

'*Siaa:  Don  Pedro  de  Vargas,  knight  of  the 
royal  military  order  of  Alcantara,  treasurer  gen- 
eral of  the  royal  house  and  patrimony  of  your 
Majesty,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  at  your 
royal  feet  exposes:  That  there  is  a  quantity  of 
vacant  and  unpeopled  land  in  the  Territory  of 
the  Floridas,  and  desiring  that  if  your  Majesty 
shall  deign  to  reward  his  passable  services,  and 
the  proon  which  he  has  given  of  his  loyaltVi  it 
may  be  without  the  least  burden  on  the  public 
treasury,  or  in  the  prejudice  of  any  third  per- 
son, as  may  be  done  at  Present  by  some  lauds  of 
that  country,  he  beseeches  your  Majesty  that,  by 
effect  of  your  sovereign  goodness,  you  would 
deign  to  grant  to  him  the  property  of  the  land 
which  lies  comprised  within  the  following  lim- 
iu :  that  Is  to  say,  iVom  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Perdido,  and  its  bay  in  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  fol- 
lowing the  seacoast.  and  ascending  by  the  bays 
of  Buen  Socorro  andof  Mobile,  continuing  along 
the  Mobile  till  it  touches  the  northern  line  of 
the  United  States,  and  descending  by  that  in  a 


t8» 


APPENDIX. 


1866 


Md^iumB  wiOi  SpttiiL 


right  line  to  (be  souiee  of  the  rirer  Perdi^,  and 
folio  wing  the  rif  er  Mobile  io  its  lower  par^  and 
tbe  bajr  of  thai  nane,  retaroiag  by  ihe  «eaeoatt 
towards  the  west,  cocnprehendiD^  ail  tbe  creeki, 
eatries,  and  islanids  adjacent,  which  aetualijr  be- 
lon^f  to  Spain,  till  it  reaches  tbe  west  line  of  tbe 
United  States,  then,  retarniog  by  their  northern 
line,  comprehending  all  the  waste  lands  which 
belong,  or  may  belong  to  Spain,  and  which  are 
in  dispute  or  reclamatjon  with  the  United  Slates, 
accoraing  to  the  tenor  of  the  irefties ;  and,  also, 
all  the  waste  land  not  ceded  to  any  other  indi- 
vidaaL  which  is  between  tbe  river  Hijuelos,  in 
East  Florida,  and  the  rirer  St.  Lucia,  drawiog  a 
line  from  the  source  of  ooe  river  to  the  source 
of  tbe  other,  and  following,  by  the  coast  of  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  mouth  of  tbe  Hijue- 
los to  tbe  point  of  Tancha,  and,  doubling  this, 
by  the  coast  of  tbe  Gulf  of  Florida,  to  tbe  mouth 
of  the  river  St.  Lucia,  with  the  islands,  dtc.,  ad- 
jacent.*' 

Considering  the  contents  of  this  exposition, 
and  attending  to  the  merit  of  the  individual,  and 
his  accredited  zeal  for  my^  royal  service,  as  also 
io  thiB  advantafea  to  raiolt  to  the  State  fro«i  peo- 
pling the  said  countries,  I  have  thouffbt  proper 
to  acoede  to  the  favor  which  he  solicits,  in  as 
far  as  it  be  not  opposed  to  the  laws  of  these  my 
dominions,  and  I  communicated  it  to  my  Coun- 
cil of  tbe  Indies,  for  its  fulfilment,  in  a  royal 
order  of  the  2d  or  February  last.  Consequently, 
I  command  and  charge  you,  by  this  my  royal 
scroll,  (cedfda,)  that,  conforming  to  the  laws 
which  regulate  in  these  affairs,  and  without  pre- 
judice to  third  persons,  you  efficaciously  aid  the 
execution  of  the  said  grant  or  favor,  taking  all 
the  measures  which  may  conduce  to  its  due  ef- 
fect, as  also  to  the  augmentation  of  the  popula- 
tion, as[ricolture,  and  commerce  of  the  amesaid 
possessions,  giving  account,  from  time  to  time, 
of  the  progress  made;  A)r  this  is  my  wili,.and 
that  due  notice  shall  be  taken  of  this  eecma  ia 
the  Aecooatant  Oenerul's  Department  of  the 
Indies. 

Dated  at  the  Palaee,  March  10,  1B18. 

I,  THB  KiNQ. 

It  is  rubricated  by  order  of  our  Lord  the  King: 

ESTBVAN  VARBA. 

It  is  rubricated— fees  two  hundred  and  forty 
reals  of  plate. 

[Here  follow  four  signatures.] 
To  the  GovxBxoB  and  Captais  OxxamAjb  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  its  district,  that  he  may  do  what 
is  suitable,  to  the  end  that  the  &Tor  granted  to 
Don  Pedro  de  Vargas  of  various  lands  ntoated  hi 
the  Floridas,  and  other  things  therein  mentioned^ 
may  bave  eflbct. 

Registered : 

[Here  follows  a  signature.] 

Tnken  notice  of  this  in  the  Department  of  the 
Accoantant  Qeneral  of  the  Indies,  Madrid^Marob 
13,1818. 

JOSBF  DE  TEXADA. 
It  is  nibrieatcd :  feet  gratis. 

[Here  ia  another  aigantare.] 


dated 


Mfwimg  to  JfK  Adamu, 


Maobid,  AprU  28, 1818. 

I  perceive  that  Mr.  Pizarro  would  be  very  glad 
to  terminate  it  [the  negoiiation]  here.  In  ihe 
meantime,  I  shall  continue  to  work  with  him,  to 
the  end  that  his  communications  to  Mr.  Onis 
may  be  made  as  favorable  as  possible  to  a  prompt 
adiustment  of  it  at  Washington.  In  this  view,  I 
asKed  him  yesterday  what  bad  been  said  respect- 
ing Florida.  He  answered  vaguely ;  but  I  per- 
ceived that  there  was  some  question  of  passing  it 
to  tbe  United  States  in  compensation  for  the 
claims.  I  therefore  begged  him  to  prepare,  in 
his  instructions  to  Mr.  Onis,  for  a  difficulty  which 
must  certainly  arise  if  any  "  transaction"  of  that 
kind  should  be  proposed  ;  that  the  claims  in  ques- 
tion would  probably  be  liquidated  by  the  United 
States,  in  such  form,  by  commission  or  otherwise, 
as  miffht  be  most  conrenient  to  themselves;  but 
that,  finally,  they  must  be  paid  out  of  the  sale  of 
the  lands.  Now,  the  King  bad  lately  given  all 
those  lands  away,  (as  I  had  dulv  informed  mj 
(Government;)  to  complete  the  '^ transaction," u 
would,  therefore,  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
whole  of  those  grants  should  be  canceUed.  Mr. 
Pizarro  here  held  me  a  long  discourse  about  sov- 
ereignty, territorial  property,  dke.  I  told  hi« 
that  we  had  no  diftreooe  of  opinion,  abovi  those 
distinctions,  and  tbe  other  matter  conneeled  with 
them,  but  that  his  error  was  in  supposing  we 
meant  to  pay  for  the  sovereignty  only.  We  did 
not  estimate  that  so  highly  as  he  imi^ined.  I 
enlarged  very, much  upon  whatever  relates  to 
these  points,  and  brought  him  to  consent  that 
these  grants  might  b^  cancelled,  and  indemnity 

fiven  to  thegranteea  iaNew  Spain,  oc  elsewhere, 
say  "  brought  him  to  consent"-^!  mean  that 
he  said  enough  to  convince  me  that  there  wUl  be 
no  difficulty  on  this  head.  I  am  not  so  ceruin 
that  I  have  induced  him  to  send,  by  this  courier, 
such  instructions  on  it  to  Mr.  Onis  as  may  render 
another  reference  to  his  Gbvemment  mmecea- 
sarv ;  but  I  propose  to  see  htm  again  to-morrow, 
ana  to  ra-niqia  toe  matter* 


Extract  qf  a  letter  ftvm  the  some  to  the  ante,  dated 


Mabrid,  May  14^  181& 

In  my  bst  private  letter  (whieh  waa  dated 
April  96)  I  related  to  you  what  passed  between  Mr. 
Pizarro  and  myself  upon  the  snbjeet  of  tbemais 
of  lands  in  the  Floridas,  lately  made  by  tbe&iag, 
and  I  mentioned  that  I  should  see  him  the  day 
following,  and  endeavor  to  press  my  optnidB  on 
that  point  in  eooh  way  as,  :f  possiUei  to  obtain 
that  he  might  in  advance  instruct  Mr.  Onis  io 
conformity  to  it.  I  saw  him  on  the  87th,  as  I 
proposed,  before  the  departure  of  his  courier; 
whether  I  produo^d  tbp  deaired  effect,  or  not,  I 
cannot  positively  say;  but,  immediately  after, 
he  wrote  to  the  GooBcii  of  the  Indies,  in  conse- 

iutnee  of  which  the  council  sent  orders  to  the 
>nke  of  Aiagon  and  tbe  Count  de  Poooa  Roe- 
tro,  directing  them  not  to.maiEO^aalea  of  the  lands 
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grtated  to  tbem ;  tbit  fa'ei,  whicli  I  had  reeeWed 
throvgb  a  prirate  ebaonel,  I  aseerlaioed  fester- 
day  ID  conTenatioo  with  Mr.  Pizarro.  I  eannot 
find  thai  tbe  coddciI  has  written  to  the  other 
grantee,  Vargas,  hot  Mr.  Pizarro  said  that  it 
should  have  done  so.  Be  that  as  it  maf ,  ail 
sales  made  by  the  grantees  are,  ab  inkio^  void, 
bv  the  laws  oi  the  Indies;  there  are  obligations, 
also,  of  a  very  oneroas  liiod,  imposed  bf  those 
laws  on  all  grantees,  ealcnlated,  in  fine,  to  pro* 
doce  the  objects  whieb  socb  grants  have  in  view, 
tiz,  the  population  and  cnltivalion  of  the  terri- 
tory—obligations which  grantees  of  large  tracts 
(oodera  prohibition  to  malce  sale)  cannot  possi- 
bly fulfil;  least  of  all  such  grantees  as  these, 
who,  besides  not  having  a  cent,  are  overwhelmed 
with  debt. 


Bxtrnd  of  a  Utttrfiom  the  »ame  to  the  iatne,  dated 

Madbid,  June  12, 1818. 

He  [Mr.  Pizarro]  then  entered  into  tbe  prin- 
cipal matters  in  question,  and,  first,  spoke  or  tbe 
limits  on  the  side  of  Florida.  He  concluded 
this  subject  by  saying  that  though  tbe  King, 
with  a  desire  to  accommodate  himself  to  the 
Tiews  of  the  United  States,  had  concluded  to 
make  the  cession,  and  to  make  it  as  valuable  as 
possible  to  the  United  States,  as  I  bad  seen  in 
the  promptitude  with  which  he  had  acted  on  my 
suggestion,  and  given  orders  to  the  Council  of 
Indies  relative  to  the  late  grants,  (as  particularly 
communicated  to  you  in  my  private  letters  of 
May  14,)  yet  His  Majesty  was  fully  aware  that 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  in  the  territory  to 
be  ceded  would  oe  infinitely  beyond  what  the 
United  States  could  demand  under  the  head  of 
iademnities ;  hence,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  difference  should  be  made  up  to  him  by 
concessions  on  the  other  side. 


Don  JoM  Pizarro  to  Hr,  Erving, 

PalacB;  July  8, 1818. 

Tbe  First  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  of 
transmitting  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
the  copy  or  a  paragraph  of  a  note  of  tbe  7th  of 
February,  1803,  (and  propositions  which  accom- 
panied it,)  to  Don  Pearo  Cevallos  ;  and  he  avails 
Umself  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurance 
9f  bis  consideration. 

Copy  of  oame  paragrapho  of  a  note  dtteoted  to  Don 
Pedro  CeoaUoOy  an  the  1th  Ftbrwary,  1808,  by  Mr. 
Ckariee  Pinekneyt  Mhueter  of  the  United  Staiee. 

To  obtain  this,  they  have  authorized  me  to 
say  that,  should  His  Majesty  be  now  inclined  to 
•ell  to  tbe  United  States  his  possessions  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  between  that  and 
the  river  Mobile,  (agreeably  to  the  propositions 
enclosed.)  the  United  States  will  make  to  His 
Majesty,  and  I  do  new  make,  in  their  name,  the 
Important  offer  of  guarantying  to  him  ana  his 
successors  his  dominions  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

Propoiitunu  on  the  part  of  the  United  StaUe, 
Uu  The  United  States  will  pnrebaae  (be  po^ 
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aessiona  of  Hia  Catbolie  Majesty  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  for  which  they  will  pay 
— —  dollars. 

2d.  They  will  parcbase  these  possessions,  for 
which  they  will  pay  -— ^  dollars ;  and,  moreover, 
guaranty  to  His  Majesty  and  his  successors  his 
possessions  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

3d.  Tbey  will  purchase  the  country  between 
the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Mobile,  belonging  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  also  places  of  deposite 
near  the  mouths  of  the  other  navigable  rivers 
passing  from  their  territory  through  either  of  the 
Ploridas,  for  which  they  will  pay  — —  dollars,  or 
enter  into  other  obligations  which  may  be  thought 
equivalent  to  the  acqui>itioo. 

4th.  If  neither  of  these  propositions  can  be  ac* 
oeded  to,  they  will  then  purchase  certain  tracts 
of  country  on  the  banks  of  tbe  Mississippi,  and 
tbe  other  rivers  passing  from  their  territory  into 
that  of  His  Catholic  Majesty^  for  which  tbey 
will  pay  —  dollars,  or  enter  into  other  obliga- 
tions which  may  be  thought  equivalent  to  the 
acquisition. 


Hr.  Erving  to  Don  Joee  Pizarro*. 

Madhio,  July  9, 1818. 

SiB :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ei« 
celleney's  note  of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  a 
paragraph  from  a  note  addressed  to  this  GK>vern«' 
ment  on  the  7th  of  February.  1803,  by  Mr.  Pinek- 
ney,  at  that  time  Minister  o^  tbe  United  State* 
at  this  Court,  together  with  certain  proposals  of 
the  same  Minister,  to  which  the  paragraph  cited 
refers. 

Though  I  find  that  these  proposals  are  as  ex- 
plicit in  theic  form  as  your  excellency  in  convei^ 
sation  stated  them  to  be.  yet  I  also  find,  as  I  pf»> 
earned,  that  tbey  were  not  made  or  renewed  by 
tbe  special  mission  which  treated  with  Mr.  Ce- 
vallos in  tbe  year  1805^  and  that  they  do  not  ai^ 
feet  and  cannot  receive  any  application  to  tbe 
yreat  questions  now  under  consideration.  Tbey, 
10  fact,  offer  tbe  United  States  as  gnaraotee  oC 
His  Majesty's  possessions  on  tbe  right  bank  of 
tbe  Mississippi,  in  part  consideration  for  cessions 
which  he  was  to  make  of  the  whole  of  his  then 
poaaessions,  or  certain  districts  of  them  to  the 
eastward  of  that  river  \  but  posterior  to  this  offer, 
namely,  on  the  30ib  April,  1803,  the  greater  part 
of  tbe  territory  thus  proposed  to  be  purchased^ 
and  the  whole  thus  proposed  to  be  guarantied, 
passed  into  tbe  possession  of,  and  now  make  pan 
of  tbe  United  Sutes.  Thus  the  state  of  posses- 
sion in  that  quarter  having  been  changed,  the 
motive  to  guaranty  on  one  side,  and  the  necessltv 
to  receive  a  guaranty  on  the  other  having  ceasedi 
ail  that  passed  upon  the  subject  heretofore  is  as 
though  it  were  obliterated  from  the  records. 

The  only  securitv  which  occurs  to  me  as-  pos- 
sible to  be  sii pointed,  under  present  circumstances, 
is  that  of  the  thirty  leagues  desert,  which  I  men- 
tioned in  our  two  last  conversations;  and,  in  fact, 
this  kind  of  material  security  in  transactions  be- 
tween two  great  nations  ought,  according  to  my 
apprebenaion,  always  to  have  the  preference  over 
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l|»e  otber  kind  of  stipvUUdM;  for,  tfaMgh  such 
•Upalatioos  should  be  most  religiottsly  eoserved, 
even  in  the  extreme  cases  wherein,  by  the  uni^ 
Tergal  practice  of  aatioos,  they  are  deviated  from 
or  altogether  dispensed  wiib,  yet,  in  the  atill 
greater  extremity  of  w%r,  they  cease  to  be  bind- 
ing, of  course,  and  cannot  be  renewed  but  after 
the  war,  and  then  the  inducement  to  renew  them 
ipay  have  ceased;  whereas  the  material  security 
oif  which  I  speak  always  remains.  War  does  not 
cultivate  deserts,  but  it  makes  them.  However, 
these  and  other  important  consideratioiu  belong 


ready  to  put  it  into  form,  and  with  that  I  consider 
that  the  onlv  great  difficulty  to  a  happy  terminnf 
Cion  of  our  dittereoces  is  removed* 

I  renew  to  youi  excellency  assurances  ef  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVINQ. 


Dan  Jote  Pizarro  to  1^. 

Paulce,  /tt/y  9, 1818. 

Sib:  In  several  late  conferences  with  you  I 
have  bad  the  honor  to  manifest  to  you  the  regrets 
of  His  Mi^sty  that  it  had  not  been  possible  yet 
to  terminate  the  discussions  depending  between 
the  two  Governments,  as  His  Majesty  flattered 
himself  might  be  dooe  in  consequence  of  the 
instructions  given  to  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
especially  since,  on  the  part  of  the  King,  there 
had  not  been,  nor  ia  there,  any  objection  to  carry 
into  effect  the  arrangement  of  the  indemnities 
reciprocally  claimed  by  .Spaniards  and  Ameri* 
cans;  nor  to  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  limits 
upon  grounds  conforming  to  the  treaties  and  to 
continual  and  uninterranted  possession ;  nor  for 
Sinin  to  cede  to  the  United  Slates  the  two 
Fioridas  for  a  reasonable  equivalent  exchange  in 
territorjr  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  nor, 
finally,  in  case  of  not  being  able  to  come  to  ac* 
«ord  on  all  the  pending  questions,  and  especially 
thoae  of  limits,  to  relcr  to  the  arbiiraiion  or  me^ 
diation  of  one,  two,  or  more  Powers,  friends  of 
both  partiesu  without  preventing,  after  the  limit 
which  should  appear  to  be  just  should  be  settled 
by  such  arbitration  or  mediation,  that  we  should 
proceed  to  effisct.  by  means  of  the  same  media* 
lioo,  or  without  it,  if  it  should  accommodate  the 
United  States,  an  exchange  of  the  two  Fioridas 
for  equivalent  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

The  King  thought  of  this  arbitration  as  the 
most  certain  and  prompt  mean  of  terminating 
the  discussion  of  limits,  each  party  exposing  be* 
fore  the  arbitrating  or  mediaiiog  Powers  the 
titles  or  grounds  on  which  it  rested  its  righu  and 

Eretensions;  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  change 
is  opinion  on  seeing  the  answer  given  upon  this 
point  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  to  Don  Luis  de  Oois ;  for,  in  the  psoposal 
made  by  that  Mtoister  Plenipotentiary,  by  ex* 
press  order  of  His  Majesty,  respecting  said  medi* 
ation  or  arbitratioo,  there  has  not  been,  nur  is 


there,  qoesUon,  as  Mr.  Adaois  seoias  to  _ 
of  inviting  the  United  States  to  take  pare  im  re^ 
lations  or  ramifioalioDs  beloagifl;|g  to  aay  tnteresta 
of  the  European  Powers,  nor  in  what  he  ealla 
the  labyrinth  of  their  politics,  bat  merely  that 
one  or  more  impartial  Governments,  friendly  to 
both  parties,  should  take  cognizance  of  the  data 
of  fact  aad  right  on  which  they  found  respect* 
ivelv  the  demarcation  of  limits  which  each jpi^ 
leqds  to  substantiate ;  which  measore  is^  in  elicet, 
the  same  as  that  which  the  Untied  States  adopted 
in  its  last  treaty  with  Great  Briiaaa  for  adjnst- 
ments  of  a  similar  kind,  there  bei^g  ao  othw  dif* 
fereoce  between  the  two  cases  bot  in  the  greaser 
or  less  importance  of  the  territories  ta  dispate. 

In  this  state  of  things,  and  His  Majesty  aai- 
mated  with  the  most  efficacious  desire  to  en^oy 
whatever  means  are  in  his  power  to  termiosie 
satisfactorily  all  and  ewryoae  of  the  points  ia 
question,  I  renresented  to  His  Majesty  that  yon 
and  I,  in  our  fate  conferences,  had  been  of  opin- 
ion that  it  might  contribute  to  facilitate  the  ar- 
rangement of  those  poinu  on  which,  hitberU), 
both  Gtovernments  have  not  been  able  to  come 
to  accord,  to  carry  forthwith  into  effect  that  on 
which  they  are  already  agreed ;  that  is,  the  set- 
tlement of  the  reciprocal  indemnities  of  Ameri- 
cans and  Spaniards  which  were  the  object  of  the 
convention  of  18QS,  for  which  only  was  waating 
the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Spain,  suspeaded 
for  reasons  and  by  cireamstsnees  which  are  ao- 
torious.  The  King  instantly  applaoded  this  sug- 
gestion of  mine  and  yonrs,  and,  desirous  of  giving 
to  the  United  Slates  efficient  proofs  of  his  desin 
of  an  arrangement  on  all  the  pointL  commanded 
me  immediately  to  draw  out  a  ratification  of  the 
said  convention  of  August  11,  1802,  to  be  sent  to 
Don  Luis  de  Onis.  to  the  end  that  be  may  present 
the  samCf  and  excnaoge  it  for  that  of  the  Uoited 
States ;  and  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  ad- 
joined copy  for  your  due  information. 

The  termiaaUoo  of  this  poiat,  akeady  agreed 
on,  in  no  respect  can  embarrass  the  alterior  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation  upon  the  others;  aoid  if 
Don  Luis  de  Onis,  pursuant  to  bis  first  instruc- 
tions, or  to  the  explanations  which  sabsequcntly 
on  two  occasions  have  been  given  to  him,  or  b(^ 
cause  the  Government  of  the  United  States  hat 
reduced  its  demands  to  terms  more  oompatiUe 
with  the  righu  of  Spain,  shall,  on  the  arrival  of 
said  ratification,  have  already  settled  this  poiat 
oocOointiy  with  the  oihem,  theie  wiU  mot  these* 
fore  reaob  any  Ua4  ofambanasimeat  or  eaeim* 
dietioa,  siaee  the  reeogaiiion  of  the  iweipnical 
indemnities  between  Spaniards  and  Americans, 
and  the  mode  of  liquidating  them,  (the  oaly  ob- 
jects comprehended  by  the  conveatian  of  1808|) 
will  always  have  to  enter  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment which  may  have  been  effected  or  may  ims 
pUce;  and  oaly  in  the  manner  of  peyiog  the 
debt  which  shall  result  from  the  liquidaiioas 
made  can  there  be  or  arise  hereaAer  any  aiierea* 
tioo,  in  case  the  territorial  arrraogemenu  should 
be  combined  with  the  otber  indemnifioaiioos. 

His  Majesty  hopes  Uiat  the  Unite«i  Suies  will 
see  in  (his  measure  a  proof  of  his  fsieaoly  dispo* 
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$UMii^  aod,  if  lie  may  flatter  bimaelf  with  otben 

eqail  aod  reeiproeal  on  the  part  of  the  GoTero- 

ment  of  the  Uoited  States,  he  does  not  doabt 

that  shortly  will  disaopear  the  difficukies  whieh 

hitherto  have  opposed  themselves  to  the  desired 

arrangemeats.    The  jpolitical,  coounereiaL  and 

territorial  ioterestof  the  Uoited  States  and  Spaio 

are  not  opposed  to  eaeh  other;  eztraaeoos  cir^ 

cumsiaoces,  and  iodepeadeot,  perhaps,  of  the  will 

of  both  Oorernments,  have  been  able  to  co^^pU- 

eate  aod  tmbarrass  their  political  relations;  a 

sincere  desire  to  uaderstaad  each  other,  and  to 

approximate  eordially,  each  ceding  something  of 

that  which  h«  supposes  that  he  has  a  right  to  ex* 

act  of  the  otber,  may  perhaps  be  the  commence* 

ment  of  a  nevr  order  or  things,  in  which  the  Gk)v« 

eroment  of  Spain  and  that  or  the  United  States, 

far  from  occupying  themselves  in  disagreeable 

dtscutsions,  ^ill  mutually  contribute  to  augment 

the  prosperity  aod  well-being  of  both  nations. 

Nooccupauoa  will  be  to  me  more  agreeable  than 
that  of  employing  my  weak  efforts  ia  serving  the 
Kiog,  my  master,  in  so  interesting  an  object;  and 
I  should  not  do  the  justice  which  I  owe  to  your 
rights,  and  conciliatory  and  friendly  dispositions, 
if  I  were  not  peieuaded  that  you  will  lay  the 
irhole  before  your  Qovernment  in  the  same 
temper. 

Aft  Don  Jose  Martinez,  who  came  from  the 
[Joited  States  last  month  with  despatches  from 
>0Q  Luis  de  Onis,  is  to  return  thither,  I  notify 
rou  thereof,  that  you  may,  if  you  please,  profit  of 
his  opportunity  to  send  yours  to  that  oouatry. 
I  renew  to  yon,  &e. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Oapy  of  the  raii/UMtion  gktm  by  Big  CatMk  dUh 
jcMiy  U  the  eomvenUm  nitkd  on  ike  lltk  of  Am* 
gust^  1803,  between  Don  Pedn  CoeoUoe^  FSmi 
Seeretary  of  Sioie  and  Iktpaiekt  m  Pletdpeien^ 
Uary  of  Don  Carke  IY.,and  Mr.  Ckatiee  Finek- 
ney,  tte  Pien^fotenUary  ^f  the  VniSed  Statee  of 


Whereas,  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1802, 
bere  was  concluded  itnd  signed  in  Madrid,  be- 
ween  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  First  Secietary  of 
^tate  of  the  Kiag^  my  aogust  father  and  lord, 
Ad  Mr.  Charles  rmckney,  Minister  Pknipoten* 
iary  of  my  great  and  good  friends  the  united 
States  of  America,  competeotly  authorised  there- 
o  by  their  respective  Governments,  a  eoBvett^ 
ion,  which  had  for  its  object  the  reeiproeal  ia- 
lemnity  for  losses^  damages,  aad  iajuries  which 
isd  accrued  during  the  war  then  concluded,  in 
ionsequence  ef  excesses  committed  by  iadivid- 
ttls  of  both  nations  against  the  law  of  nations  or 
he  existing  treaty;  and  no  determined  time  hav- 
Dg  been  fixed  for  the  correspondent  ratification, 
he  »aid  convention  was  ratified  by  the  President 
>f  the  United  States,  with  consent  of  the  Senate 
)f  ihe  same,  a  year  and  a  half  after  its  conclu- 
uao ;  and  on  the  part  of  Spain  the  ratification 
was  further  deferred,  on  account  of  the  desire 
Baaoifested  to  regulate  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
not  only  the  points  determined  on  by  the  said 
coAveoiioOi  but  also  those  which  had  remained 


aadecided  on  in  the  same,  and  othen  of  a  diftr- 
ent  nature,  though  of  not  leu  importance,  which 
could  not  take  eflfoct  on  account  of  posterior  oc- 
currences in  Spain,  which  are  quite  netorieoa^ 
and  I,  now  considering  that  in  the  present  oir* 
oumstances  to  carry  forthwith  into  pore  and  dae 
effect  the  stipulations  of  the  said  conrentioa  of 
11th  August,  180S,  far  from  impeding  the  eouiM 
aad  desired  termination  of  the  other  qoestioaa 
depending  between  the  two  Governments,  maf 
contribute  to  facilitate  the  most  prompt  and  sat* 
isfactbry  arrangement  of  all  of  them,  aod  baring 
seen  and  examined  the  said  conrention,  whieS 
contains  seven  articles,  the  form  aod  tenor  of 
which  is  as  follows : 

[Here  the  convention  is  copied.] 

Therefore  have  concluded  to  approve  and 
ratify  whatever  the  said  conreation  contains  in 
its  seven  articles,  as  in  virtue  of  these  presents  I 
do  approve  and  ratify,  in  the  best  and  most  am* 
pie  form  that  I  caiL  promising,  on  the  faith  and 
word  of  a  King,  to  fulfil  it  andobserve  it,  and  to 
cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  and  observed,  wholly,  as 
though  I  myself  had  made  and  signed  it.  In  tes- 
timony whereof,  1  have  ordered  to  be  despatched 
the  present,  signed  with  mv  hand,  sealed  with 
my  secret  seal,  and  attested  by  my  naderwiitiea 
Councillor  and  First  Seeretarv  of  State  and 
Despatch.  Given  in  Madrid  this  9th  of  July. 
18ia 

YO,  EL  RKY. 

Subscribed:  JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Mr.  Erving  to  Don  Jote  Pizmro. 

Madrid,  July  16, 1818. 

Sir:  It  was  not  till  the  evening  of  the  13th 
instant  that  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ei> 
cellency's  note  of  the  9th,  communicating  to  me 
a  copy  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  ratification  of 
the  convention  made  between  tne  United  Statea 
aad  Spaio  oa  the  11th  August.  1803. 

In  the  lata  conferences  woieh  I  have  had 
with  you,  I  have  received  with  great  satis£ie* 
tion  the  assurances  which  you  have  given  ta 
me  of  yoar  sfnceie  desire  to  terminate,  by  a  gea* 
eral  anangement,  all  the  queuions  in  discassioa 
between  oar  two  Gorernmeau.  I  de  faU  uistlca 
10  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of  your  excellency, 
aad  am  persuaded  that  the  pressing  imporianoe  of 
soch  an  adjustment  has  aot  esea^  your  en* 
lightened  miad;  but,  however  painful  may  be 
tSe  disapnointment  ef  His  Majesty  at  finding  that 
a  farorable  conclusion  to  the  negotiations  has 
aot  resulted  from  the  iostruetioiu  heretofore  sent 
to  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  I  cannot  but  remind  yon 
that  I  have  not  omitted  to  assure  His  Majesty's 
Cabinet,  throuch  you,  that  those  instructions 
would  be  found  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
object.  The  causes  of  their  failure  are  so  per* 
fectly  apparent  in  the  correspondence  between 
the  Minister  and  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Uoited  States,  which,  by  order  of  the  President, 
has  been  laid  before  Coogreas,  that  I  rotiy  be  ex* 
cased  from  entering  further  into  the  matter. 
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I  reeeire  with  pleasure  whiterer  may  eontri* 
bote  to  the  great  object  in  view ;  and  tboagh  the 
convention  of  1808  embraces  bat  a  portion  of  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  nature, 
yet,  considering  it  as  a  preliminary  to  a  similar 
adjustment  of  the  whole  of  such  claims,  as  well 
as  of  those  for  French  spoliations  specially  re- 
ferred by  it,  and  trusting  that  it  may,  as  your 
excellency  hopes,  lay  a  foundation  for  an  amica- 
ble settlement  of  the  territorial  questions  now  in 
discussion,  I  have  lost  no  time  in  transmitting 
a  copy  of  your  communication  to  my  GoTern- 
ment. 

I  understand,  also,  with  your  excellency,  that 
this  ratification  can  be  no  obstacle  to  any  general 
transaction  on  the  whole  of  the  matters  in  dis- 
pute which  may  be  hereafter  made,  and  that  it  is 
not  to  interfere  with,  but  to  be  made  wholly  sub- 
ordinate and  sobserrient  to,  whateyer  arrange- 
ment Mr.  Onis  may  possibly  hare  entered  into 
with  my  GoTernment;  in  pursuance  of  the  in- 
structions which  you  have  lately  sent  to  that 
Minister. 

I  desire  to  avail  myself  of  your  obliging  offer 
to  transmit  my  despatches  for  the  United  States 
by  Don  Jose  Martinez,  and  request  that  you  will 
benleased  to  inform  me  when  tbac  gentleman 
will  leave  Madrid. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
very  distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERYING. 


Don  Joe  Pizarro  to  Mr*  Erving* 

Sacsdon,  July  19, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  one  of  our  late  conferences  I  had  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  anew  His  Majesty's  readi- 
ness to  cede  both  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  the  acquisition  of  which  appeared  to  be 
so  essential  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
American  Union,  in  consideration  of  a  suitable 
eouivalent  to  be  made  to  His  Majestv  in  a  district 
of  territory  situated  to  the  westward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   In  adverting  to  the  great  importance 
of  this  cession.  I  was  naturally  led  to  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  contents  of  different  notes 
addressed  by  the  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  Charles  Pinckney,  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment upon  this  subject,  and  particularly  of  that 
of  the  7th  of  February,  1803,  in  which,  having 
earnestly  solicited,  as  he  had  already  done  in  sev* 
eral  preceding  notes,  the  decision  of  His  Majesty 
to  sell  to  the  American  Government  both  Flori- 
das, or  at  least  that  part  of  West  Florida  lyinj^ 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile,  he  of- 
fered formally,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  not  only  to  pay  in  money  the 
value  of  the  territory  so  ceded,  but  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  case  the  said  cession  should  take 
effect,  would  further  guaranty  to  the  King  and 
his  successors  his  dominions  situated  beyond  the 
Mississippi.    The  cession  of  the  two  Floridas 
being  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  pro- 
posed adjustment,  I  stated  to  you  that  the  con- 
tingency appeared  to  have  approached,  in  consid- 
eration of  which  the  formal  offer  had  been  made 


to  His  Majesty,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Sfatea. 
of  the  guaranty  of  his  dominions  situated  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  or  otherwise  beyond  the  western 
boundary  line,  to  be  agpreed  upon  in  the  final  ad- 
justment ;  the  guarantv  of  which,  forming  a  nart 
of  the  stipulations  of  that  adjustment,  woald,  in 
mjr  opinion,  be  a  more  effectual  mesns  of  facili- 
tating the  final  conclusion  of  the  points  depend- 
ing, not  only  from  its  essential  importance,  hot 
as  being  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  and 
perpetuate  a  ^ood  intelligence  with  the  €h>vern- 
ment  of  Spain ;  and  the  more  agreeable  to  His 
Majesty,  as  being  a  spontaneous  offer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  whose  behalf  the  proposition  was 
formally  made  without  any  previous  transac- 
tion or  request  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

Upon  which  you  were  pleased  to  state  to  me 
that  you  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  said 
offer  of  a  guaranty  being  made  by  your  predeces- 
sor on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  which  you 
attributed  to  the  dispersion  and  loss  of  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  archives  of  the  American  lega- 
tion at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  French.  I 
then  offered  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
proposals  made  by  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  of  that 
part  of  the  note  of  7th  February,  1803,  which 
enclosed  them  and  specified  their  object ;  which 
copies  were  sent  to  you  on  the  Sch  instant. 

in  your  answer  or  the  9th,  you  were  pleased  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  those  copies,  and  at 
the  ume  time  you  had  the  goodness  to  enter  into 
the  subject-matter,  not  only  on  the  particular 
point  of  the  proffered  guaranty,  but  you  also 
offered  other  observations  connected  with  the 
matters  depending  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, the  adjustment  of  which  is  so  interesting 
to  both  countries. 

In  adverting  to  your  observations,  yon  will  per- 
mit me  to  remark  that  I  cannot  agree  with  yon 
so  far  as  to  persuade  myself  that  the  guaranty 
offered  to  His  Majesty  by  the  United  Sutes,  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1803;  in  ease  of  his  disposi- 
tion to  sell  to  them  the  Floridas^  or  a  part  of 
West  Florida,  was  confined  to  the  goaraaiy  of 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  or  of  Western 
Louisiana,  as  you  conceive ;  and  that  the  United 
States  having  acquired  the  whole  of  Lfouisiana 
by  the  treatjr  of  the  30(h  of  April,  1803,  and  the 
territory  oflfered  to  be  guarantied  having  been 
severed  from  His  Majesty's  dominions,  the  said 
offer  had  been  annulled,  or  become  extinct  of 
itself,  or  by  the  want  of  its  particular  object 

If  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  atten- 
tively that  offer  and  the  proposals  accompanying 
it,  (for  which  purpose  I  thinx  it  proper  to  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  whole  note  of  the  7th  of  February, 
1803,)  you  will  distinctly  see  that  what  the  Uni- 
ted States  offered  to  guaranty  to  His  Majesty 
was  not  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  hue  his 
dominions  situated  beyond  the  Mississippi — him 
dominions  beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  expressed 
in  the  said  note,  or  his  posses>ions  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  expressed  in  the  proposals.  A 
proof  that  that  offer  embraced  genendly  all  tba 
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domioioDt  of  Hit  Majeatr  in  America,  or  at  least 
OD  the  contiaent  of  North  Americai  is  the  great 
importance  attached  in  the  same  note  to  the  offer, 
which  would  have  been  not  oohr  nnimportant, 
bat  delusive  and  of  no  Ttlue,  if  applied  to  the 
western  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  which,  inde- 
pendent of  its  beinff  sufficiently  guarantiea  hj  its 
local  position,  had  been,  as  was  well  known  in 
February,  1803,  retroeeded  to  France  some  three 
years  before,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  at  Paris, 
or  on  hU  way  thither,  to  acquire  it  from  France, 
whose  sovereignty  was  already  acknowledged 
by  the  United  States.    It  is,  therefore,  cTident 
that  the  guaranty  offered  must  hare  been  of  the 
territories  on  the  North  American  continent  be- 
longing  to  His  Majesty,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,   and  of  Louisiana,  which  no  longer 
belonged  to  Spain  at  the  time  the  said  offer  was 
made ;  and  nothing  so  clearly  erinces  the  under- 
standing of  the  United  States  and  of  Mr.  Piaek* 
ney  as  tne  Tory  expressions  employed  by  him  in 
his  note  to  prove  tne  magnitude  of  the  oner.   He 
says:  "  The  immense  importance  of  this  offer  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain  merits  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  when  we 
reflect  that  no  other  nation  can  make  an  offer  so 
highly  advantageous.    It  is  one  which  the  United 
States  would  never  have  decided  on  making,  but 
from  a  conviction  that  the  territories  they  now  so- 
licit of  Spain  are  indispensably  necessary  to  them." 
You  can  judge  how  far  these  expressions  were 
applicable  in  February,  1803,  to  the  guaranty  of 
the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which  no  longer 
belonged  to  His  Majesty  since  1800,  which  was 
retroeeded  to  France,  and  the  acquisition  of  which 
by  the  United  States  was  then  negotiatiB||f  at 
Paris,  by  Mr.  Monroe ;  and  whether  their  obvious 
and  literal  meaning  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  of  the  guaranty  could  be  applicable  to  any- 
thing other  than  that  of  all  the  possessions  of  His 
Majestyr  in  America,  or  at  least  of  the  dominions 
of  Spain  on  the  continent  of  North  America 
westward  of  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  the 
advantages  which  the  United  States  contempla- 
ted on  deriving  by  the  purchase  of  the  two  Flori- 
das,  or  at  least  that  part  of  West  Florida  lying 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile.    You 
cannot,  therefore,  be  surprised  that,  as  His  Ma- 
jesty is  now  deliberating  on  a  general  adjust- 
ment with  the  American  Government,  including 
an  article  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  cede  the 
two  Floridas  to  the  United  States  for  a  suitable 
equivalent  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  he 
should  advert  to  the  formal  offer  of  a  guaranty 
made  by  the  United  States,  for  this  special  pur- 
pose, ot  his  dominions  and  possessions  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  (that  is,  beyond   the  western 
line  stipulated  in  the  same  general  adjustment,) 
^  the  boundary  between  the  American  territo- 
ries and  those  of  His  Majesty  on  the  continent 
ot  North  America. 

In  consequence  of  the  aborementioned  note  of 

Uf*  Piackney,  and  the  communication  made  to 

ail  Majesty's  Government  by  the  Government 

^^the  United  States  on  the  7th  of  February, 

^^  1  deem  it  neeessaty  farther  to  remark  that, 


in  1803,  nearly  three  years  after  His  Majesty  had 
ceded  back  Louisiana  to  France,  and  when  Mr. 
Monroe  was  about  concluding  tke  purchase  of 
Louisiana  at  Paris  with  the  Government  of  B<h 
naparte,  the  American  Government  admitted,  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  that  the  territory  situ- 
ated between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile  be- 
longed to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  formed  a 
part  of  West  Florida,  and  not  of  Louisiana,  as 
It  has  since  been  wished  to  be  supposed.  His  Ma* 

J'esty  having  been  vblently  deprived  of  the  peaeo- 
ul  possession  of  the  same,  during  his  absence 
from  the  kingdom.  You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to 
recollect  that  while  Mr.  Monroe  was  negotiating 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  at  Paris,  in  1803,  Mr. 
Pinckney  at  Madrid  solemnly  offered  the  King 
of  Spain  the  guaranty  of  his  dominions  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  in  case  His  Majesty  would  agree 
to  sell  to  the  United  States  at  least  the  territory 
lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile 
belonging  to  His  Catholic  Majesty— they  wiU 
purchase  the  country  between  the  rivers  Mis- 
sissippi and  Mobile  belonffing  to  His  Catholie 
Majesty.  It  is  impossible  more  explicitly  to 
acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  His  Majesty  arm 
that  territory,  in  addition  to  the  acknowledgment 
implied  by  the  very  act  of  applying  to  the  Bjog 
for  the  purchase  of  it,  since  no  one  purchases  bat 
of  the  owner  of  the  object  wished  to  oe  purchased. 
If  the  territory  in  question  had  belonged  to  Fraaee 
as  an  integral  part  of  Louisiana,  would  it  not 
have  been  more  natural  that  Mr.  Monroe  should 
have  negotiated  the  purchase  of  it  at  Paris,  where 
he  then  was.  than  that  Mr.  Pinckney  shoold 
have  solicited  it  at  Madrid  at  the  same  time  ? 
His  Majesty,  therefore,  taking  into  consideratton 
the  important  fact  that  his  ri^^ht  of  sovereignty 
to  the  said  territory  remains  unimpaired,  notwith- 
standing his  being  dispossessed  of  the  same  under 
well-known  circumstances,  he  cannot  omit  to 
declare,  on  all  occasions,  that  it  never  has  been 
nor  will  be  his  intention  to  relinquish  his  claim 
to  his  rights  in  that  quarter,  while  he  is  at  the 
same  time  willing,  by  means  of  a  suitable  arranp- 
meat  in  the  proposed  adiustment,  or  for  a  satis- 
factory equivalent,  to  cede  the  said  territory,  to- 
gether with  the  rest  of  the  Floridas,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States^  as  well  from  a  desire  to  meet  their 
wishes,  as  from  a  conviction  of  its  importanee 
to  the  American  Government,  as  was  K>rmerly 
stated  in  the  strongest  terms  by  Mr.  Pinckney  in 
his  note  just  referred  to. 

You  are  pleased  to  point  out  in  your  note,  as 
a  mode  for  settling  the  question  of  boundariec 
more  certain  than  that  of  any  guaranty,  the  ec- 
tablishment  of  a  desert  of  thirty  leagues  between 
the  frontier  of  Louisiana  and  that  of  the  Spanish 
possessions.  Although  His  Majesty  has  a  due 
respect  for  the  good  faith  and  strict  punctuality 
of  the  American  Government,  yet  ne  does  not 
perceive  any  security  preferable  to  the  guaranty, 
nor  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  connects 
ing  the  one  with  the  other;  and,  with  a  view  to 
avoid  disagreements  on  the  frontiers,  in  stinu- 
lating  the  establishment  of  such  a  desert,  provided 
both  Governments  could  agree  on  the  requiaite 
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vitttnrcs  for  jifeTtsiisir  ihit  intenaediaiy  dtacrt 
fnm  beiof  eoiiTerted  Into  m  ralWiDg  point  for 
•dTeotarert  aod  bBaditii,  where  tbey  miffht  ex- 
ercise their  pereieioM  actiTity  in  diet«rbiD|r  the 
peace  of  His  Majeetj's  domiBioae  as  well  as  that 
of  the  United  States.  Bat  the  prineipal  difficulty 
still  sahsists,  aainelsr :  that  altboogh  the  eitah 
lishmeat  of  this  desert  might  he  eonsidered  ex- 
pedieat,  yet  we  may  not  agree  oa  the  exaet  line 
«f  difisioD,  keepag  in  yiew  the  righu  of  caeh 
party  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  aad 
to  that  which  onght  to  afford  to  His  Majesty  in 
that  t|Barter  an  equiTalent  for  the  two  Floridas, 
which  are  proposed  to  he  ceded  to  the  Uaited 
States  ia  eoasidefation  of  each  e^oivaient. 

If  I  rightly  comprehend  your  verbal  oooima* 
aieatioas  relive  to  the  establishment  of  this  in- 
termediary  desert,  I  persuade  myself  that  the  an- 
derstandiog  is,  that  the  tbirtv  leagues  intended 
to  he  comprehended  in  it  will  be  fixed  to  the  east- 
ward «f  the  bay  of  St.  BeriMird ;  aad,  under  the 
tmpreanon  that  in  your  note  of  the  9th  instant 
yon  oflet  to  enter  into  officiai  explanations  upon 
these  snbjeets,  I  iaviie  you,  in  the  name  of  union 
Md  good  understanding,  to  he  pleased  to  present 
ihem  to  me  $  since,  although  I  consider  the  com- 
manieatioos  which  you  had  the  goodness  to  make 
to  me  in  your  aboTemeationed  note  as  importaat, 
I  hitherto  conceiTe  them  to  be  only  rerbal  com- 
moaieations  resulting  from  the  intimation  you 
were  pleased  to  give  me.  I  therefore  hope  that 
•you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  iu  contents  in  a 
more  formal  shape,  in  the  expectation  that  the  em- 

Cfmeat  of  yoor  talenu  and  good  wishes,  com- 
ed  with  my  earnest  endearors,  may  finally 
terminate  these  painful  disputes  on  principles 
nMtually  honorable  and  ladsfaotory. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  aautanees  of  my  very  distinguished  consid- 
eration, aad  I  pny  Ood  to  preserve  you  many 
years. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Attract  af  a  Uttetfrom  Mr,  Efiring  to  Don  Jo$e 

fizano,  dated 

Madrid,  My  29^  1818. 

The  convention  had  scarcely  been  ratified, 
when  1  was  alarmed  by  information,  which  I  re- 
ceived from  a  good  source,  that  tne  King  had 
rescinded  the  prohihition  placed  oa  the  late 
grantees  of  land  in  Florida,  as  oommunicated 
to  you  by  my  private  letter  of  May  14.  On  this 
occasion  I  wrote  a  confidential  note  to  Mr.  Pi* 
aarro,  poiotinff  out  the  evil  to  result  from  such  a 
fvocedure.  He  replied  to  me  in  a  way  to  tran- 
^uHlixe  me,  and  to  confirm  my  opinion  of  his 

Kod  faith.    Copies  of  that  correspondence  nre 
rewith  encloaed. 


Mb:  Brting  to  Mr,  PiMonrh^Private. 

Madbid,  My  18, 18ia 

Tout  exoeUency  will  recollect  that  Messrs. 
Alagon,  Puaon  Rostro,  aad  Vargai^  were  placed 
by  an  office  fram  the  DepartmtAt  ot  ladtea  under 


certaia  prohibitioas  relaitve  to  the  land  given  to 
them  by  the  King.  These  prohibitioas  wei« 
considered  by  yon  and  by  me  as  aim^iag  the 
grants ;  oa  the  importance  of  this  ■essati  we 
are  already  agreed.  Now  I  am  infiaawd  that 
Mr.  Yaigas  has  received  aaother  office  from  the 
same  departmeat,  (Indies,)  by  which  office  the 
difficulty  with  regard  to  him  isremored  ;  that  is, 
he  is  actually  free  to  sell  the  lands  in  question, 
or  to  profit  of  them,  (always  in  cooforaity  to 
the  laws,)  as  may  best  suit  them.  I  kaow  not 
whether  Me«n,  Aiwoa  aadPuaoa  Rostro  have 
received  similar  oflfces;  it  is  to  be  presumed. 
This  news  alarms  me,  because  I  foresee  that  this 
transaction  will  throw  new  difficulties  ia  the 
way  of  the  negotiation  at  Washington.  It  is  ia 
vain  to  expect  that  we  shall  arrive  at  a  sute  ef 
harmony  without  a  transaction  which  shall  en- 
braoe  all  the  pdats  ia  discuteioa.  The  ceisioa 
of  Florida  must  make  necessarily  an  article  ia 
this  transaction ;  and  it  is  quite  cenaia  that  the 
United  States  in  such  ease  cannot  receive  Florida 
as  indemnity  for  its  reclamatioBs  if  all  the  ces- 
sioas  to  individuals  siace  the  date  of  the  eoaven- 
tion  (1802)  are  not  annulled.  Aceordiag  to  a 
statement  which  I  haverast  received  throagfa an 
indirect  channel  from  Philadelphia,  these  reela- 
matioas  may  amount  to  the  eaoraaeas  sum  ef 
twenty-five  millions  of  piastres. 

The  office  written  to  Mr.  Vargas  is,  I  am  per- 
suaded, unknown  to  you,  and  oaimot  have  re- 
sulted from  oar. late  accord  relative  to  the  coa- 
vention ;  but  your  excellency  will  iasuntiy  per- 
ceive that  it  will  take  that  character  or  appear- 
aace,  and  do  infinite  mischief.  I  have  already 
informed  my  Qovcrnment  of  what  has  passed 
between  yoor  excelleacy  aad  me  relative  to  the 
affair  of  Messrs.  Alagon  aad  othera.  Ought  I  at 
preseat  to  think  that  everythiag  is-ehanged  stace 
the  ratification  ?  I  caaoot  too  much  lament  the 
results.  I  yet  hope  that  I  may  have  been  badly 
informed  relative  to  the  fact  in  qaeatioB,  but  I 
have  my  information  from  a  pexsoa  who  it  ia- 
terested  with  Var^,  one  to  whom  he  had  ceded 
a  portioB  of  his  interest  in  the  laodi  before  he 
reocived  the  first  office.  Be  it  as  it  may,  know- 
ing year  excellency  is  in  good  faith,  aad  that  the 
ainir  b  worthy  of  year  attention,  I  have  thought 
it  my  daty  to  expose  it  to  you. 

Yonrs,  with  much  respect  and  esteem, 

GEORQE  W.  ERYINO. 


lUpiy  of  Mr.  Pizarro. 

Saoxdoji,  M9  19, 1818. 
Sta :  1  have  just  received  your  esteem«d  letter 
which  you  addressed  to  me  under  yesterday's 
date,  commoinicatiag  to  me  your  appreheasioos 
respecting  the  alienaiioa  of  the  kads  ia  Florida 
granted  to  several  individuals.  I  repeat  to  you 
all  that  I  have  said  on  this  subject ;  oonsequentlyy 
you  may  be  tranquil,  and  I  flaUer  myself  that 
nothii^  will  happen  which  caa  injure  the  oego- 
tiatkms  with  the  Qoreraoaeal  of  the  United 
Buus,  which  ought  to  have  been  pcrsaaded,loaf 
siaee,  of  the  elaeerity  wluah  diiecm  the  ma«E 
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aad  poliey  of  the  SptBitb  Qotvrnmeiitf  mod  of 
lis  earnest  desire  of  a  happy  termi nation  of  all 
the  points  in  diseossion,  by  means  of  a  friendly 
arranffement    I  renew  to  yon,  d&c. 

JfOSB  PIZARRO. 


J^.  JEning  io  2km  Joh  Fmarrok 

MjiDirD,  jyy  84,  iai8. 

Sia :  I  had  the  honor  to  reeeire  yesterda]r  your 
exeeileoey's  note  of  the  19th  instant,  replying  to 
mine  of  the  9th  instant,  which  contains  some 
remarks  npon  the  proposals  made  to  the  Spanish 
Go?ernmeot  by  Mr.  Pioekney,  on  the  7th  Febru- 
ary, 1803,  mud  transmitted  to  me  by  yonr  note 
of  the  8th  instmnt* 

I  deehire  to  yonr  ezedlency  that,  aAer  the  best 
eottsideration  which  I  was  able  to  girt  to  those 
proposals,  not  haTing  the  arefaiTes  of  the  legation 
to  refer  to,  mnd  correct  my  judgment  whenerer 
it  might  err,  1  was  compelled  to  conclude  that 
Mr.  Pinckney  was  at  that  time  uninformed  of  the 
retrocession  of  Louisiana  to  France,  which  had 
been  pretiously  made  by  Spain.    On  this  h)^poth- 
esis.  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  9th  instant,  and  it  will 
explain  wbaterer  may  appear  to  you  incongru- 
ous  in  thmt  note.    It  wms  not  possible  for  me 
otherwise  to  understand  the  ofler  made  by  Mr. 
Pinckmey,  because  it  was  not  possible  to  suppose 
that  he  had  been  authorized  by  the  American 
Gk>vernment,  or  that  it  had  ever  entered  into  his 
own  imagination,  to  guaranty  the  possessions  of 
His  Majesty  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana  on  both 
American  continents,  or  even  as  far  down  as  the 
isthmus  of  PmiHima.    Besides  that,  such  a  guar* 
anty  wms  beyoad  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
aad  therefore  not  worth  the  acceptance  of  Spain. 
He  meant  then  what  was  within  the  reach  and 
competency  of  the  United  Ekates— a  guaranty 
of  thml  part  of  Louisiana  which  is  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi.    This  is  made  still  more 
erideot  by  the  words  he  used'-^*  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi }"  for  in  the  other  supposition,  and  had  he 
been  aware  of  the  tmnafer  of  Louisiana  to  France, 
he  wootd  hare  said  "  beyond  Louisiana."  Again, 
is  it  to  he  supposed  that  he  could  be  treating  for 
the  purchase  of  territory  on  the  left  bank  ot  the 
Mississippi,  within  Che  limits  of  Loobiana,  when 
he  knew  that  the  whole  profince  had  passed 
in  to  the  hands  of  France  ?    For,  whatever  claims 
Spain  may  yet  make  to  that  territory,  it  could 
not  but  be  known  to  Mr.  Pinckney  that  it  was  in 
fact  a  part  of  Louisiana.    The  conclusion  which 
I  bmra  made  is  stiU  further  and  more  particular- 
ly forced  upon  me  by  Mr.  Pinckney's  fourth  pro- 
posal, which  is  thus : 

4th.  **  If  neither  of  these  propositions  can  be 
acceded  to,  thev  will  then  purchase  certain  tracts 
of  country  on  the  6aiiA»of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
otAer  riv€r9  passing  from  their  territory  to  that  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  which  they  will  pay," 
Ac. 

What  cermin  tracts  on  the  bankg  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi could  be  purchased  by  Spain  after  Louis- 
iana had  been  transferred  to  France  ?  What 
riversi  passing  through  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  went  into  those  of  ETis  Majesty  t  Thii 
part  of  the  argument  is  confirmed  by  wiiat  yonr 
excellency  says  in  your  last  note,  to  prove  to  aao 
that  Mr.  Pinckney  meant  to  offer  a  guaranty  ot 
all  His  Majesty's  possessions.    Tou  observe  that 
he  could  have  meant  only  those  immediately  ois 
the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi ;  for  that  "  such 
an  offer  had  been  not  only  unimportant,  but 
vain  and  illusory,  applied  to  the  west  bank^ 
which,  besides  being  sufficiently  guarantied  1^ 
its  localitv,  it  was  notorious  in  February,  180^ 
that  it  had  been  for  three  years  then  past  retrcK 
ceded  to  France.*^    I  say,  then,  that  ir  this  noto- 
riety had  reached  Mr.  Pinckney,  he  could  not 
have  mentioned  the  bank$  of  the  Mississippi  as- 
belonging  to  His  Majesty,  or  have  spoken  of  that 
and  other  rivers  from  the  United  States  passing 
through  his  territory. 

The  opinion  that  Mr.  Pinckney  meant  to  guajr- 
anty  all  the  possessions  of  Spain,  yon  find  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  great  importance  which  he  gives 
to  that  offer  in  the  words  which  you  quote  from 
his  note ;  but  allow  me  to  observe  that,  though 
he  intended  only  a  guaranty  of  that  |)art  of  Lou- 
isiana which  lies  westward  of  the  Mississippi,  his 
proposal  merits  all  the  importance  which  he  has 
given  to  it.  Again;  how  could  be  pretend  to 
offer  to  such  a  rower  as  Spain  a  guaranty  of  her 
possessions  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana^  know- 
ing that  the  territory  of  such  a  Power  as  France 
interposed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
possessions  to  be  guarantied  ?  Such  a  proposal 
would  have  been  preposterous  and  offensive. 

These  observations  render  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  renly  specially  to  the  inferences  which 
your  excellency  is  pleased  to  draw  in  favor  of  the 
Spanish  pretensions  to  East  Florida  from  the 
oners  made  bv  Mr.  Pinckney;  for  those  offers, 
even  though  they  had  not  originated  in  an  unac- 
quaintance  with^  or  a  misapprehension  of,  the 
then  state  of  affairs,  cannot  now  impugn  the  right 
or  affect  the  claims  of  the  United  states. 

The  context  of  Mr.  Pinckney's  note  and  pro- 
posals shows  that  he  was  then  under  an  impres- 
sion that  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  yet  mastor 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas.  He  speaks  of 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  as  he  speaks  of  the 
Floridas,  and  equally  acknowledges  the  sover- 
eignty of  His  Majesty  in  both  territories  by  pro- 
Eosiog  to  purchase  in  both.  But,  whatever  may 
ave  Deen  his  impressions,  and  whatever  value 
mi^ht  belong  to  such  a  kind  of  ackoowledffment 
whilst  Louisiana  was  in  possession  of  France, 
these  became  of  no  importance  after  the  province 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States;  for  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  do  not  rest  upon  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  but  on  the  transfer 
made  by  France. 

I  do  but  justice,  then^  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
Spanish  Gkvemment  when  I  suppose  that  it  de- 
clined Mr.  Pinckney 'softr  because  it  had  already^ 
disposed  of  the  country  proposed  to  be  purchased, 
as  well  as  of  that  proposed  to  be  guarantied.  I 
should  not  do  justice  to  its  political  forecast  if  I 
could  suppose  that,  being  the  sovereign  of  Blast 
Florida,  it  had  declined  to  sell  it  for  a  reasoaabfe 
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eqairalent  id  money,  superadded  to  a  gaaraatv 
((( immensely  importaat,''  as  Mr.  Pinckoey  well 
aays)  of  His  Majesty's  remainiag  possessions  on 
that  continent.  With  respect  more  particularly 
to  the  guaranty,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
disposition  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  or  even  of  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  at  the  epoch  referred  to,  your 
excellency  must  be  sensible  that  the  relative  state 
t>f  possessions  is  at  this  time  so  altogether  differ- 
ent, that  no  motive  sufficiently  powerful  can  be 
found  to  induce  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
any  similar  obligation  as  to  any  portion  of  His 
Majesty's  territories  west  of  Louisiana. 

Referring  to  a  suggestion  made  in  my  last  note, 
as  well  as  in  our  two  previous  conferences,  re* 
specting  a  desert  of  thirty  leagues,  between  the 
confines  of  Louisiana  and  the  Spanish  posset- 
•ions,  as  a  better  security  than  a  guaranty,  your 
excellency  is  pleased  to  inform  me  that  tnough 
His  Majesty  thinks  that  no  security  is  better  than 
a  guaranty,  yet  be  has  no  objection  that  the  one 
kind  should  be  added  to  the  other;  and,  though 
the  principal  difficulty  remains,  that  is  to  say, 
where  this  desert  shall  be  established,  yoiar  ex- 
cellency invites  me  to  put  my  suffgesiion  in  the 
shape  of  a  formal  proposal.  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
vour  excellency  that,  in  my  note  of  the  9ih,  I 
naTe  said  that  this  plan  of  a  desert  is  the  only 
kind  of  security  which  occurs  to  me.  It  was  not 
then  my  intention,  nor  can  it  be  now,  as  you  will 
observe  by  what  is  above  said,  to  add  this  to  any 
other  kind  of  security;  nor  was  it  my  intention 
to  offer  this,  but  upon  the  supposition  that  His 
Maiesty's  Qovernment  should  consent  to  the 
Colorado  as  the  western  limit  of  Louisiana,  not 
doubting  but,  that  point  agreed  on,  we  should  be 
able  to  arrange  all  the  ethers  with  great  facility. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  myself  to  your 
excellency  in  writing  explicitly  and  frankly,  as  I 
have  always  done  in  conversation ;  and  nothing 
would  make  me  so  happy  as  to  unite  my  most 
earnest  efforts  with  yours,  directed  by  your  con- 
ciliatory temper  and  superior  intelligence,  to  bring 
to  an  honorable  and  harmonious  conclusion  the 
differences  which  unhappily  exist  between  our 
two  countries. 

My  Qovernment  will  never  consent,  upon  any 
consideration  whatever,  to  give  any  guaranty  to 
His  Majesty  of  any  |>art  of  his  possessions ;  but 
I  will  undertake,  on  iu  part,  to  stipulate  that  a 
desert  shall  be  placed  between  his  possessions  and 
those  of  the  United  States,  if  by  that  means  we 
can  arrive  at  an  accord  with  regard  to  the  west- 
ern boundary,  as  well  as  on  all  the  other  existing 
jinestions;  and,  whenever  your  excellency  will 
inform  me  that  the  pretension  to  receive  any 
other  species  of  security  is  withdrawn,  I  will  then 
atate  where  I  propose  that  this  desert  should  be 
placed.  I  renew,  dbc. 

GEORGE  W.  ERYING. 


i^ofi  Jote  Pvtarro  to  M>.  Erving, 

Saoedor,  Juiy  26, 1818. 

Sib:  It  is  some  days  since  this  Government  has 
received  intelligence,  in  an  unofficial  way,  that 


the  American  troops  under  the  comiBaod  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  entered  His  Majesty'^  terriunj 
in  the  Floridas,  and  stating  that  he  liad  demaoa* 
ed  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  fort  of  Su  Marks, 
at  Appalache,  the  feeble  garrison  of  which  is  said 
to  have  been  surrendered  to  him  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Notwithstanding  the  circumstantial  details 
of  this  intelligence,  and  the  probability-  attached 
to  them,  £rom  the  recollection  of  what  took  place 
in  1810,  in  West  Florida,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Perdido,  and  more  recently  at  Amelia  Island, 
His  Majesty  could  not  persuade  himself  that  at 
the  very  time  when  he  was  so  zealously  and  iaith- 
fully  promoting,  as  must  be  evident  to  yoo,  tlie 
satisfactory  termination  of  the  negotiations  pend- 
ing between  the  two  Gorernmenis,  the  generals 
and  officers  of  the  United  States  would  conduct 
themselves  in  so  hostile  a  manner,  by  violating 
and  attacking,  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  the 
territories  ana  establishments  of  a  friendly  Power. 

But  subsequent  confidential  advices  which  have 
been  received  of  these  occurrences  not  only  con- 
firm the  truth  of  former  reports,  but  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  most  serious  character  respect- 
ing the  violation  of  the  Spanish  territory,  the 
capture  of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks,  and  the  sur- 
render of  the  garrison  aa  pruonera  of  war  ;  on 
which  particular  circumstance  His  Majesty  finds 
himseli  under  the  necessity  of  demanding  an  im- 
mediate explanation  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Information  has  also  been  received 
of  an  intimation  of  a  most  violent  nature,  made 
to  the  commandant  of  Pensacola  by  Gfeneral 
Jackson,  who  seems  to  have  taken  an  attitude 
indicating  a  determination  to  pursue  the  course 
of  his  unprovoked  violences  and  aggressions. 

The  contrast  presented  by  the  moderate  and 
friendly  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Gi>rernment  with 
that  of  the  American  generals  and  officers  in  that 
quarter  has  excited  ^elings  of  the  most  painfol 
kind  in  the  mind  of  His  Majesty ;  and  as  a  final 
and  solid  arrangement  can  only  be  produced  by 
the  reciprocal  combination  of  conciliatory  dispo« 
sitioos  on  both  sides,  and  as  these  dispositions  do 
not  appear,  from  a  view  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances just  alluded  to,  to  be  manifested  by  the 
United  States,  I  have  received  His  Majesty's 
commands  to  make  this  frank  communication  to 
you,  in  order  that  your  answer  may  serve  for  his 
government  upon  the  matter  in  question. 

The  King,  nevertheless,  entertains  the  hope 
that  the  American  Government,  actuated  by  those 
principles  of  justice  which  constitute  the  oair 
real  and  solid  support  of  all  Governnaent^  will 
not  hesitate  to  disapprove  proceedings  which  are 
not  only  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
the  principles  which  regulate  the  conduet  of  all 
civilized  Powers,  but,  by  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  not  excepting  our  own,  ultimately  produce 
the  most  serious  evils  to  those  which  commit 
them,  or  tolerate  their  commission.  His  Majesty 
therefore  flatters  himself  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  anxious  to  preserve  its  just 
reputation  for  good  faith,  will,  in  giving  positire 
orders  for  the  evacuation  by  the  American  troops 
of  the  fort  of  St.  Marks  and  the  whole  Spaniah 
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Lerritory,  likewise  take  effeetual  measures  to  pre- 
rent  the  recurrence  of  similir  proceedings,  whtcb, 
f  authorized  and  conoteoanced,  must  inevitably 
}roduce  a  suspension  of  all  negotiation. 

Under  this  impression,  I  hare  to  request  that, 
f  you  are  authorized  to  give  any  explanation 
ipon.  these  occurrences,  you  will  communicate 
hem  to  me  for  His  Majesty's  information ;  and, 
n  case  you  are  not,  that  you  will  hare  the  good* 
less  to  transmit  this  communication  to  vour 
jrOYerDmeot,  in  order  to  obtain  an  answer  which 
nar  fix  His  Majesty's  ideas  upon  a  subject  of 
ucb  high  importance,  and  direct  his  views  in 
elation  to  the  definitire  ne^tiation  now  earry- 
Dg  00,  the  prosecution  of  which  must,  in  one  way 
•r  other,  be  decisively  iufluenced  by  the  spirit  in 
rhich  these  events  are  viewed  by  the  American 
]k>TerDment« 

I  reiterate  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
iDguished  respect,  and  pray  Otod  to  preserve  you 
aaoy  years.  JOSE  PIZARRO. 


to  Den  Jote  Pixarro* 

Maorid,  Jidy  87, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ex* 
ellency's  note  of  the  22d  instant,  enclosing  an 
Dtire  copy  of  Mr.  Pinckoey's  letter  of  February 
,  1803,  adrerted  to,  and  intended  to  have  been 
ransmitted  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  19th  in- 
laot.  On  reading  that  letter,  I  remain  confirmed 
1  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  to  vou  in  my 
epiy  of  the  24ih  instant,  that  Mr.  Pinckney  could 
ot  have  been  aware,  when  he  wrote  it,  of  the 
etrocession  to  France  which  had  been  made  by 
}pain.  The  manner  in  which  he  treats  of  the 
Qisconduet  of  the  Intendant  at  New  Orleans,  and 
>f  the  necessity  thence  arising  of  the  United 
Stales  acquiring  a  permanent  establishment  on 
he  Mississippi,  leaves  not  a  possibility  of  sup- 
)osing  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  transfer 
0  France.  Evidently,  accordins  to  his  under- 
itaoding,  New  Orleans  belonged  to  Spain;  he 
)f  course  considered  Louisiana  as  belonging  to 
3pain;  hence  his  proposal  to  purchase  certain 
rscts  of  that  colony  on  the  east  oank  of  the  Mis- 
tissippi;  and  if  such  a  virtual  recognition  of  the 
iovereisuty  of  Spain  at  that  time  in  East  Florida, 
bunded  on  an  unacquaintance  with  facts,  could 
)e  worth  anything,  it  were  equalljr  good  as  re- 
gards New  Orleans,  respecting  which,  indeed,  it 
iras  more  formal,  for  there  he  demanded  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Sovereign's  authority  to  rem- 
edy an  evil  arising  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
Intendant.  I  renew,  4ke. 

QEORGE  W.  ERYING. 


Mr.  Ermng  to  Don  Jbu  Pizarro. 

Madrid,  July  28, 1818. 

Sia:  I  have  had  the  honoi  to  receive  your  ex- 
eelieocy's  note  of  the  26th  insunt,  stating  the  un- 
official and  confidential  information  which  has 
been  given  to  this  Government  respectios  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson  in  Florida.  Being 
now  for  a  long  time  without  advices  from  niy 


GoTernment,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  give  the  er» 
planation  which  you  require;  but  shall  not  fail, 
m  pursuance  of  your  desire,  to  transmit  to  the 
United  States,  without  loss  of  time,  a  copy  of 
your  communication.  In  the  meai^ while,  if  youf 
excellency  can  see  any  prospect  of  termioatingi 
by  a  friendly  arrangement,  to  be  made  either  here 
or  at  Washington,  the  n^otiations  pending  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  I  trust  that  these  re« 
ports  can  be  no  obstacle  to  its  success.  It  oojgfht 
to  be  presumed  that  my  Government,  whose  just 
sentiments  His  Majesty  i»  well  persuaded  of,  has 
acted  on  sufficient  motives ;  or  tnat,  if  its  offieera 
have  transgressed  its  orders^  their  conduct  will 
be  disapnroTed  of.  The  outrages  and  Tiolences 
practisea  on  the  persons  and  property  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  many  years  past,  by  governors 
and  other  officers  of  His  Majesty  in  his  Ameri- 
can colonies,  in  contempt  of  the  rights  of  io- 
dividuals,  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  exist- 
ing treaty,  have  excited  the  constant  reclama- 
tions of  the  American  Government,  renewed  by 
me  in  a  note  to  you  as  late  as  the  twelfth  insianL 
Does  your  excellency's  reply  to  that  note  give 
the  satisfaction  required  ?  x  et  the  moderation 
and  conciliatory  policy  of  my  Government  baa 
never  relinquished  the  hope  of  obtaining,  by 
conciliatory  means,  a  reparation  of  the  wronga 
which  it  has  suffered :  and  these  have  never  been 
taken  as  a  ground  for  suspending  negotiation. 
However,  then,  the  facts  now  in  question  may 
prove  to  have  been^  I  hope  that  they  will  not  m 
made  an  impediment  to  such  an  amicable  prompt 
adjustment  of  all  the  points  in  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  countries  as  may  remove  all  pos- 
sibility of  future  collision,  and  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  permanent  friendship;  and  the  less  an 
impediment,  as  His  Majesty  having  long  sinee' 
signified  his  disposition  to  cede  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  the  military  operations  which  the 
United  States  may  be  forced  to  in  the  war  made 
on  them  by  the  savages  and  others  from  that 
territory  cannot  be  considered  important  as  effect- 
ing the  permanent  interests  of  Spain* 
I  renew,  dbc. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 


Don  Jqo€  Pixarro  to  Mr.  Erving.  ' 

Palace,  August  6, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  esteemed  note  under 
date  of  the  28th  of  the  last  month,  in  reply  to 
mine  of  the  26(h  of  the  san^e  month,  touching 
the  positive,  although  as  yet  unofficial,  informa- 
tion which  this  Government  has  respecting  the 
entrance  of  the  American  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Jackson,  into  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory, and  the  taking  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  and 
its  garrison  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  other  cir- 
cumstances as  disagreeable  as  they  are  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nations. 

You  are  pleased  to  make  known  to  me  that 
you  want  information  and  instructions  from  your 
Government  on  this  affair,  and,  consequently, 
that  you  are  not  in  a  situation  to  give  me  the 
explanations  which  His  Majesty  might  desire; 
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bttt  I  promise  myself,  from  yoar  sood  hkh,  thai 
foo  will  not  fail,  withoat  lost  of  time,  to  eooH 
muDieate  the  eonteots  of  my  note  to  your  Gor« 
ernment,  thtt  this  new  and  unexpected  obstacle 
which  ptesenu  iuelf  to  the  course  of  the  pending 
negotiation  may  be  remorod.  Led,  no  doubt,  by 
the  ume  desire  which  animates  me,  to  arrire  at 
the  wished-for  arrangement,  you  have  belieTed 
that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the  continua- 
tion of  the  pending  negotiations,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  nature  of  the  oecurrences  in  theFlor- 
Idas;  and  in  support  of  this  opinion,  yooare  pleased 
to  add,  that  inasmuch  as  the  negotiation  was  not  in- 
terrupted in  consequence  of  any  of  the  acts  com- 
mitted in  former  times  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
against  the  property  and  persons  of  American 
ettizens,  so  neither  ought  it  to  be  suspended  in 
this  case  on  account  of  the  aforesaid  events,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  have  been.  But  I 
ask  you  to  consider  what  an  immense  difference 
there  is  between  the  two  cases.  Partial  violence  or 
injustice,  if  it  did  take  place  against  one  or  more 
individuals  and  their  property,  although  it  may 
indirectly  fall  upon  and  touch  the  Qovernmeot 
to  which  they  belong,  and  authorize  it  to  set  up 
claims,  and  even  to  ask  indemnity,  is  not  in  anj 
manner  equal  to  the  direct  offence  which  is 
offered  to  the  majesty  of  a  Sovereign,  and  that 
of  the  nation  he  governs,  when  his  territory  is 
invaded  by  an  armed  force,  his  fortified  towns 
besieged  and  taken,  and  their  garrisons  made 

Srisoners  of  war.  These  acts,  essentially  hostile, 
o  not  admit  of  any  other  explanation  than  the 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  miliury 
chief  who  has  committed  them,  and  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  invaded  territory ;  and  unless  this  is 
first  done,  it  is  incoorpatible  with  decorum  and 
the  dignity  of  the  oflended  nation  to  continue 
Other  nej^otiations ;  for  these  are  acts  of  political 
friendship,  which  must  necessarily,  at  least,  be 
very  much  cooled  by  the  aforei»aid  excesses,  until 
the  Governments  come  to  an  understanding  upon 
a  point  which  is  preliminary  to  iViendship. 

If  the  United  States  have  continued  the  nego- 
tiations, notwithstanding  any  particular  acts  of 
violence  which  may  have  occurred,  and  for 
which  the  King  has  never  refused  to  make  sat- 
isfaction by  legitimate  means,  Spain  has  given 
no  less  proofs  of  moderation  on  her  part,  by  con- 
tinuing the  negotiations  notwithstanding  toe  in- 
vasion of  West  Florida  in  1810,  of  the  island  of 
Amelia  more  recently,  and  the  immense  dama- 
gxB  which  the  commerce  and  the  subjects  of 
Spain  have  sustained  in  consequence  oi  the  ar- 
maments made  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  the 
existing  treaty.  Without  renouncing  (for  His 
Maiesty  never  can  renounce)  the  just  claims  and 
rij^nts  which  be  holds  to  be  manifest  on  these 
points,  he  has  continued  the  negotiation,  although 
prompt  justice  has  not  been  done  to  him  on 
them;  because  the  circumstances  under  which 
some  of  them  took  place  may,  without  commit- 
ting, in  any  great  degree,  the  dignity  of  his  au- 
gust character,  give  room  to  hope  for  the  ar- 
vangement  of  the  whole  of  them,  in  the  final 


decision  of  pending  affhirs.  It  la  not  ao  with  the 
recent  aggression  which  took  place  in  the  midst 
of  peace  and  of  negotiations ;  it  was  unpro- 
voked, and  was  committed  upon  m  territory  to 
which  the  United  States  have  never  set  op  Che 
least  pretension,  well  or  ill-founded;  and  waa 
the  act  of  a  considerable  corps  of  the  army, 
which,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  war,  proceeded 
to  besiege  the  forts,  and  to  make  prisoners  of 
their  small  garrisons,  who,  in  the  confidence  of 
peace,  could  only  hare  been  suspietoos  of  aa 
attack  from  some  party  of  savace  ladiao*. 

The  circumstance  of  His  Majeat jr^s  har/og 
offered  to  the  United  States  to  exchange  the 
Floridas  for  a  reasonable  equivalent,  far  from 
exculpating  the  Irregular  conduct  of  General 
Jackson,  as  yon  suppose,  contributes  tostgravate 
it  beyond  measure;  because  it  is  the  height  of 
violence  and  of  Insult  to  seize  by  force  the  very 
thing  which,  by  legal  and  honorable  means, 
through  an  exchanre  mutually  beneficial,  might 
have  been  promptly  and  easily  obtained.  His 
Majesty  hopes,  than,  that  the  Qovemmeot  of 
the  United  Slates,  on  seeing  the  represenution 
made  to  yon  by  me,  and  that  which  will  have 
been  likewise  made  by  his  Minister  at  Washing- 
ton, will  disapprove  the  conduct  of  Qenenu 
Jackson,  and  give  orders  fbr  the  evacuauon  of 
the  Spanish  territory ;  not  only  because  the  dig- 
nity of  the  King  and  the  laws  of  nations  require 
it,  box  on  account  of  the  interest  which  the 
American  Government  must  feel  in  sustaining 
before  the  world  the  opinion  of  its  good  faith, 
by  preserving  without  a  stain  that  reputation 
which  is  as  essential  to  Governments  as  to  indi- 
viduals. 

While  this  hope  lastSj  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  continue  discussions  with  you  upon  all 
or  any  one  of  the  points  of  the  pending  negotia- 
tion, as  I  have  indicated  in  my  other  note  of  this 
date  ;  but  if  the  American  Qovernmeni,  on  be- 
ing informed  as  to  the  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son in  Florida,  should  not  disapprove  ii^  by 
causing  the  territory  of  His  Maiesty  to  be  evac- 
uated,! do  not  see  by  what  mode  the  prior  and 
preliminary  nature  of  this  new  occurrence  can 
be  conciliated  with  further  discussions  and  nego- 
tiations, until  that  incident  is  terminated  in  a 
manner  proper  and  corresponding  with  the  char^ 
acter  ana  dignity  of  both  Gtovernmenta. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances,  dbe. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Don  Jou  Piajmiv  to  16-.  Erving. 

PxLAoi,  Amg^iMt  6, 1818. 
Sir  :  In  your  two  aaiaemed  notes  of  the  24th 
and  37tb  ultimo,  you  were  pleaaed  lo  reply  to 
mine  of  the  I9tb,  relative  to  the  guaranty  of 
His  Majesty's  possessions,  formally  offered  by 
Mr.  Pinckney,  Minister  rlenlpotentiary  of  (he 
United  States,  and  on  their  behalf,  in  the  event 
of  His  Majesty^  agreeing  to  sell  or  cede  in  Miy 
other  manner  to  the  United  States  the  two  Flor- 
idas. or  that  part  of  West  Florida  lying  between 
the  Mississippt  and  the  Mobile. 
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The  said  CMaioo  being  one  of  the  objects  of 
the  pending  Defptiation  wbieb  His  Mejesty  coa^ 
templated  making  to  the  United  States  in  con- 
sideration of  a  jost  eqniralent,  it  was  weiy  nat- 
ural that  be  sboold  recnr  fo  the  offer  made  io 
bim  by  the  American  Gbyemtnent  in  tbiit  con- 
tingency, the  accompliahment  of  which  would 
tend  to  remore  maoT  difficnltiea^  as  affbrdittg  an 
nneqittiroeai  jiroof  that  the  United  States  still 

£reierred  thoee  conciliatory  disposittona  which 
ad  produeed  that  spontaneous  offer  on  the  pare 
of  the  United  States,  and  wholly  uosolicitea  by 
His  Majesty. 

In  repjyjoff  to  your  note,  It^  is  not  my  inlen- 
tion  to  trouble  you  by  engaging  in  a  discussion 
of  the  opinion  you  have  advanced,  that  the  guar* 
Koty  offered  applied  only  to  West  Louisiana; 
iJid  Ishall  merely  recall  to  your  attention  that, 
in  the  year  1803,  when  more  than  three  years 
bad  elspsed  since  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  this  fact  was  so  universally  known 
that  00  one,  either  in  Europe  or  America,  could 
be  ignorant  of  it.  In  additipn  to  the  treaty  of 
1800,  a  poblio  and  solemn  act  had  been  issued, 
loder  the  sign-manual  of  His  Msgesty,  in  1802, 
for  the  delivery  of  the  colony  to  Fraace ;  all  the 
lets  and  (Hibiieations  of  the  Congress  of  the 
[Jnited  Stales  of  the  same  year,  (l^KS,)  and  the 
commencement  of  1803,  were  full  of  the  same 
iabject;  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  Bo- 
op&  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  colony 
if^tne  French  Government,  was  matter  of  noto- 
lety.  How,  then,  could  a  public  character,  in 
be  situation  of  Mr.  Piockney.  be  ignorant  of  a 
act  constantly  referred  to  in  the  correspondence 
)f  his  Government,  and  familiar  to  every  one, 
>ven  moderately  conversant  with  nolitles,  wJio 
iroald  read  the  gazettes  of  the  day  7 

It  is  therefore  beyond  a  doubt  that  Mr.  Pinck- 
ley  knew  that  Louisiana  belonged  to  France, 
tad  that  the  guaranty  offered  by  bim  to  His 
Hajesty  was  that  of  his  oossessions  on  the  con- 
ineot  of  North  America  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
V  to  the  westward  of  Louisiana— a  guaranty 
he  more  interesting  at  that  period,  as  the  estab- 
ishment  on  that  continent  of  a  great  Power, 
Ike  that  of  Fraace,  was  the  motive  which  ap- 
peared to  ffive  greater  importance  to  the  acqui- 
ition  of  the  Fioridas  by  the  United  States,  and 
o  the  guaranty  offered  to  Spain,  as  part  of  their 
rare  base  of  them. 

The  contradiction  which  you  conceive  exists 
)etween  this  explanation  and  the  terms  employed 
n  Mr.  Pinckney's  offer^  is,  in  my  judgment,  en- 
tirely without  foundation.  All  your  difficulty 
consists  in  the  in^iry,  what  were  the  places  on 
the  Mississippi  that  Mr.  Pinckney  might  demand 
of  Spain,  which  did  not  form  part  of  Louisiana  1 
or  what  was  pointed  out  by  him  in  the  phrase 
'^  certain  tracts  of  country  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  ?''  dtc  To  which  I  reply  that  they 
were  Maachac^  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  whole  left 
bank  of  the  river  from  Manchac  to  the  river 
Iberville,  which  communicates  with  the  lakes 
Maurepas,  Pontchartrain,  and  Borgne.  Ton  like- 
wise inquire  what  were  the  riveia  which  rise  in 


the  United  Staief.  and  run  tbroogh  ihe  Spamsir 
territory  ?  I  reply  that  Mr.  Pincknev  pointed 
out,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  expressly  named, 
all  those  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile, 
which  rise  beyond  the  thirty-first  degree,  and 
empty  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  namely,  the 
Amite,  the  Pearl,  the  Pascagoula,  and  the  Mobile 
itself,  together  with  other  smaller  intermediary 
streams.  The  territory  watered  by  them  was 
that  which  Mr.  Pinckney  wished  to  purchase  of 
Spain  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  n^oti* 
atiag  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  at  Paris.  This 
was,  and  is,  the  territory  forming  part  of  West 
Florida,  as  admitted  by  Blr.  Pinclney ;  it  is  that 
which  is  cspreastv  dcelar«d  by  the  American 
geographer,  Mr.  BUieotI,  to  belong  to  His  Cath- 
olic Maiesty  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana 
by  the  United  States  jand  it  is  that  which  Spain 
continued  in  possession  of,  even  after  the  deliv- 
ery  of  Louisiana  to  France  and  to  the  United 
States,  until  she  was  violently  dispossessed  of  it 
in  1810,  during  His  Majesty's  absence. 

What  is  stated  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter,  in  re- 
lation to  the  proceedings  of  the  Intendant  at 
New  Orleansi  by  no  means  proves  that  that 
Minister  underetpod  that  Louisiana  was  still  to 
continue  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  as  it  merely 
referred  to  a  fact  connected  with  the  actual  pos*' 
session  and  exercise  of  jurisdiction,  which  Spain 
still  preserved  so  long  as  the  delivery  of  the  col- 
ony to  France  was  not  actually  carried  into 
execution. 

These  points  being  estabiuhed  in  relation  to 
the  aforementioned  guaranty,  its  objects,  and 
circumstances,  His  Majesty's  attention  has  ne« 
cessarily  been  called  to  the  positive  certainty 
which  you  appear  to  lay  down  in  your  answer, 
that  the  United  States  will  not  agree  to  any  kind 
of  guaranty,  notwithstanding  we  offer  above 
referred  to;  and  to  the  demand  you  seem  to  ad<- 
vance,  aa  a  preliminary  condition  of  your  statiog 
your  ideas  on  the  estaolishment  of  the  interme- 
diary desert  or  neutral  territory  between  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  two  countries,  that  His  Majesty 
shall  renounce  all  further  pretensions  in  raiatioa 
to  the  said  guaranty. 

The  offer  of  it,  as  I  have  had  the  honor  re- 
peatedly to  state,  having  been  voluntarily  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  con  tern pla« 
tion  of  an  event  now  under  consideration,  and  it 
being  one  of  the  means  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote a  final  adjustment,  His  Majesty  has  also 
charged  his  Minister  in  the  United  States  to 
negotiate  with  their  Government  upon  that  point. 
It  therefore  appears  to  be  unseasonable  to  give 
up  this  pretension}  which  you  seem  to  require 
to  enable  you  to  explain  yourself  upon  other 
points  wholly  unconnected  with  it;  and,  as  I 
have  not  expressed  to  you  that  the  said  guaranty 
is  to  be  a  condition  nne  qua  non  of  the  defini- 
tive arrangement,  although  your  Government 
objects  to  It,  I  do  not  at  present  see  any  ineonve*- 
nience  in  your  explaining  yourself  at  once  upon 
other  points,  as  I  have  already  invited  you  to  do 
in  my  note  of  the  19th  dtimo,  without  prjiu- 
dice  to  what  may  be  agreed  upon  between  Don 
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Lois  de  Oais  aod  the  American  Gorernmeat,  as 
well  ta  respect  to  the  said  guaranty  as  to  the 
other  objects  of  the  oeffotiation. 

I  persuade  myself  tliat,  in  the  present  com- 
munication,  as  well  as  in  those  which  hare  pre* 
ceded  it,  you  will  discover  fresh  proofs  of  His 
Majesty's  desire  to  conclude  an  arrangement 
upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory;  and  1  seize 
this  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you  the  assur- 
ances of  my  distinguished  respect. 

I  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Mr. 


to  Don  Jbte  PUarra* 


Madhid,  AuguMt  9, 1818. 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  two  notes  of 
the  6th  instant. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  call  in  question  the 
importance  of  those  circuinstances  which  you 
enumerate  as  of  a  nature  to'  have  rendered  uni- 
versally notorious,  in  1803,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana to  France  in  1800 ;  but  not  having  in  mv 
hands  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Pinckoey  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  from 
which  I  might  be  able  to  ascertain  what  know- 
ledge he  may  have  had  on  the  subject  j  to  what 
an  extent  and  at  what  period  he  was  instructed 
relative  to  the  proposals  which  he  made  to  Ce- 
vallos)  I  have  been  forced  to  conclude  that  such 
notoriety  had  not  reached  him,  or  that  be  was 
not  aware  of  the  true  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 
It  may  have  been,  also,  that  notwithstanding  the 
treat V  of  1800,  and  notwithstanding  the  royal 
ceduia  of  1802,  that  Minister  may  have  doubted 
in  1803  of  the  bona  fide  transfer  to  France,  see- 
ing that  the  colony  then  still  remained  under  the 
Government  of  Spain.  It  is  ool^  by  such  sup- 
positions that  I  can  account  for  his  proposing  to 
purchase  of  Spain  territories  which  bad  been 
ceded  to  France^  and  to  guaranty  territories  of 
His  Catholic  Maiesty  on  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  could  be  no  other  than  Louisiana ; 
it  not  being  possible  for  me  to  imagine  that  he 
intended  any  country  beyond  Louisiana,  much 
less  all  the  vast  colonies  of  Spain. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  observe,  that  it  no- 
where  appears  in  Mr.  Pinckney's  communication 
that  the  acquisition  made  by  France  had  given, 
as  you  conjecture,  importance  in  the  mmd  of 
that  Minister  to  the  acquisition  sought  for  by 
the  United  States:  on  the  contrary,  ne  is  very 
explicit  in  the  motives  which  he  assigns  for  bis 
oner;  these  arose  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
lotendant  at  New  Orleans,  which  had  confirmed 
an  opinion  previously  entertained  in  the  United 
States,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  them 
to  acquire  some  permanent  establishment  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  on  the  Mobile. 
To  that  end  Mr.  Pinckney  asks  for  the  whole  of 
His  Majesty's  possessions  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  for  what  is  ^  between  that  river 
and  the  Mobile."  This  proposal  includes  New 
Orleans  of  course.  And,  again,  he  speaks  of  the 
^indispensable  necessity  of  their  (the  United 


States)  possessing  a  suitable  eataUisbmeot  on 
that  river,"  meaning  the  Missiasippi.  Here  also 
he  alludes  to  New  Orleans,  or,  it  not,  to  other 
points  within  the  territory  of  Loaisiana.  Now, 
though  it  should  be  allowed  that  Mr.  Pinckney, 
as  well  as  Mr.  EHicott,  had  fallen  into  the  error 
of  supposing  that,  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  the  whole  of  West  Florida  yet  be- 
longed to  Spain,  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Ellieott 
could  have  supposed  that,  after  such  cession,  New 
Orleans  belonged  to  Spain,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
such  point  on  the  Mississippi  as  Mr.  Pinckney 
sought  to  obtain. 

The  replies  of  your  excdlency  to  these  ques- 
tions of  mine,  which  you  consider  as  eonstitnc- 
inff  the  principal  force  of  my  argument,  but 
which  offer  to  you  no  difficulty,  only  prove  that 
our  opinions,  as  to  what  districts  are  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  Loaisiana,  are  at  variance ; 
and  since  they  prove  nothing  more,  I  may  be 
excused  from  now  entering  into  the  various  rea- 
sonines  by  which  either  GovemmeBt  has  sop- 
ported  its  pretensions. 

Tour  excellency  supposes  that  Mr.  Piaekney'a 
negotiation  was  concurrent  with  that  contem- 
plated, and  then  on  the  point  of  being  made, 
with  the  French  Government,  for  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana ;  that  it  was  therefore  he  sought  to 
procure  '*  places  of  deposite  on  the  months  of 
navigable  rivers"  passing  through  the  Fioridas. 
But.  Louisiana  purchased  of  France,  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney's  sreat  purpose  to  *^  secure  to  the  citizens  of 
ooe-half  of  the  United  States  the  certain  means 
of  exporting  their  products"  was  obtained.  He 
wanted  a  ''permanent  establishment"  on  the 
Mississippi ;  be  could  not  have  desired  a  better 
than  New  Orleans.  It  was  not  by  the  acquisi« 
tion  of  points  of  entrepot  on  such  streams  as  the 
Amite,  the  Pearl,  and  the  Pascagoala,  and  those 
intermediate,  which  are  too  diminutive  to  find  a 
place  on  the  chart,  or  a  name,  that  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney could  have  thought  of  efiectioff  his  nbteei, 
''to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  one-half  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  certain  means  of  ezportiog  their 
products  f  these  were  not  the  '^navigable  rivers" 
which  he  spoke  of;  he  could  not  l^  desirous  of 
obtaining  these  little  spots,  while  Mr.  Monroe 
was  purchasing  at  Pans  real  entrepots,  rich  ter- 
rltones  on  both  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
rivers  which  come  some  hundred  leagues  from 
the  interior,  which  may  carrv  on  their  capftctoos 
surfaces  the  products,  not  or  America  only,  but 
of  the  whole  world ;  while  the  United  Sates 
were  acquiring,  in  fine,  (according  to  their  con- 
struction,) the  very  territory  in  which  the  above- 
mentioned  rivulets  as  well  as  the  more  important 
Mobile  run. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  Mr.  PinckneyH 
knowledge  of  the  then  state  of  affairs,  whatever 
were  his  views  or  offers,  his  plan  of  a  raaranty 
was  not  reproduced  in  the  negotiation  which  soon 
afterwards  took  place  at  Aranjuez,  by  the  special 
mission  of  which  he  was  a  member;  the  actual 
neaotiatioas  are  but  a  renewal  of  that  which  then 
failed.  If  the  United  States  then  abstained  froM 
offering,  or  refused  to  give  a  guaranty,  afmriiari^ 
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hey  will  do  8o  now.  Under  no  eircoin stances 
whatever  could  the  offer  made  hf  Mr.  Pinckney, 
lot  accepted  at  the  timei  haTe  been  binding  upon 
he  United  States,  or  have  formed  a  role  for  its 
iondoct  in  subsequent  negotiations;  much  less  can 
hat  offer  be  admitted  to  consideration  at  this  day, 
inder  a  total  change  of  circumstaoces  and  oi 
elative  possession  in  the  territories  which  were 
hen  the  subject  of  negotiation. 

Your  ezcelJency  seems  surprised  at  the  confi- 
ence  with  i^hich  I  assure  yon  that  the  United 
States  will  not  gire  any  guaranty  of  any  part  of 
lis  Majesty's  possessions.  I  beg  your  excellency 
}  be  persuaded  that  I  haTe  not  spoken  at  hazara. 
am  perfectly  certain  that  no  such  guaranty  will 
e  given,  upon  any  consideration  whatever;  and, 
lerefore,  nothing  was  more  reasonable  than  that, 
1  treating  with  vou,  I  should  pretend  to  have  it 
[together  excluded  from  our  view.  In  the  pres- 
et state  of  the  negotiation,  after  it  has  been  re* 
eatedlytransferred  and  retransferred  from  Mad- 
id to  Washington,  it  were,  on  my  part,  worse 
!iaa  a  waste  of  time  to  encourage  a  discussion 
Q  an  article  which  I  know  to  be  in  any  form 
ladmissible.  It  would  be  a  procrastination  al- 
lost  criminml  in  this  most  pressing  and  difficult 
risis  of  our  afiairs;  nor  would  it  comport  with  the 
incerity  which  has  marked  all  my  communica- 
ODs  with  your  excellency,  since,  as  no  reason 
)r  taking  the  ffuaranty  into  consideration  in  the 
ear  1818  can  be  derived  from  what  the  Minister 
r  the  United  States  proposed  in  the  yearJ803. 
ren  ^  voluntarily,"  in  *'  the  most  plain  terms," 
r  by  the  express  orders  of  his  (Government,  such 
course,  far  from  facilitating  a  general  arrange- 
lent,  as  you  have  supposed,  could  not  but  retard 
I,  and  might  possibly  so  retard  it  as  to  be  fatal 
)  it.  Your  excellency  ought,  then,  to  conclude 
tiat  the  answer  which  will  be  given  to  His  Ma- 
i5tfs  Minister  on  this  point  will,  in  substance, 
onform  to  that  which  I  have  ^iven ;  and  since, 
s  you  inform  me,  the  guaranty  is  not  made  aatne 
ua  nan  by  flis  Majesty's  Government,  I  trust 
bat  it  will  be  altogether  put  aside. 

Your  excellency's  other  note,  respecting  the 
onduct  of  General  Jackson,  I  shall  hasten  to  trans- 
lit  to  my  Governmeof,  together  with  your  note 
f  26th  July  on  the  same  subjeei.  Though  I 
bould  allow  all  force  to  the  distinction  which  your 
xceliency  makes  between  this  case  and  those 
ets  of  His  Majesty's  viceroys,  and  other  officers 
n  America,  of  which  the  Government  of  the 
Inited  States  and  its  citizens  have  had  such  ftt' 
[oent  reasons  to  complain,  and  though  jt should 
ioi  be  allowed  that  an  accumuIatiQnt:0f.'.Mlih 
vroDgs  makes  a  ease  as  slropg  as  can  {h^ftmlf 
retit  would  suffice  to  show  that,i  iMapptglKiAhji 
icts  referred  to,  could  be  found  atc.a9y»iiin#;|)rfh 
^exts  for  breaking  off  negotiatioq^jUMiihiiA.'frflilU 
not  be  difficult.  The  moderation  ^.lHHiaiha^)| 
policy  of  the  American  G9jserameKUr.li«ft;t)«m 
put  to  the  severest  trials;  l^(j,rgr(.(rQn>ided»Jllg 
w  make  out  such  acisa:piea),^4ife4»atif^»ii( 
»«goiiaiion,  they  seem  ^^p  lAspf esl^  llp9ei.«9Uhl 
necessity  of  hastening)  itaAm^AiS&iliPA'nrn  A  odi 
")  th«D,  yoor  e;i^«UfAft|eiffi»(^?ntprf|f  m^Y^ 


make  any  such  proposals  for  a  general  arrange* 
ment  of  the  points  in  discussion  specified  in  Mr« 
Adams's  letter  to  Mr.  Onis  of  January  16th  as  I* 
am  authorized  to  accept,  I  shall  adopt  them  with- 
out hesitation ;  but  ii^  from  whatever  cause,  your 
excellency  should  not  be  disposed  to  offer  such 
proposals,  then  I  entreat  you,  considering  the 
great  imporunce  of  the  matter,  and  the  delicacy 
of  my  situation  in  regard  to  it,  as  explained  to 
you  on  a  similar  occasion  last  year,  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  make  to  me  such  an  explicit 
communication  as  will  enable  me  to  show  to  my 
Government,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  that 
it  is  out  of  my  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  tiere. 
To  give  to  your  excellency  the  most  coavinc* 
ing  proof  of  my  earnestness  to  contribute  as  far 
as  possible  to  the  desired  object,  I  will  accede  to 
your  instances  by  stating,  in  precise  terms,  my 
proposal  of  the  desert  which  I  first  suggested  to 
you  in  our  conferences  of  the  3d  and  5ih  July, 
after  your  excellency  had  assured  me  of  His 
Majesty's  intention  to  ratify  the  convention  of 
1802.  That  important  point  being  settied|  and, 
at  the  same  time.  His  Majesty's  dispositions  to 
cede  his  possessions  to  the  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi for  a  reasonable  equivalent  beiny  announced, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  remaining  reclama- 
tions of  the  United  States  might  easily  be  ad- 
justed in  the  "  transaction  j"  and,  therefore,  that 
the  only  real  existing  difficulty  was  to  establish 
the  boundary  on  the  west,  between  the  posses- 
sions of  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States;  or,  in  other  words,  to  determine  the  ex-. 
tent  of  territory  east  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  to  be 
ceded  to  His  Majesty.  The  line  of  the  Colo- 
rado appeared  to  be  objectionable  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  without  a  guaranty,  such  as 
it  U  impossible  for  the  United  States  to  aive.  I 
proposed  to  substitute  for  it  what  I  conudered  as 
better  for  Spain— a  barrier  between  its  posses- 
sions and  those  of  the  United  States.  I  now 
propose,  then,  that  the  desert,  which  is  to  form 
this  barrier,  be  of  thirty  leagues  breadth ;  that  is, 
fifteen  leagues  on  the  right  bank,  and  fifteen 
leagues  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Colorado,  and  ex- 
tending in  length  from  the  mouth  of  that  river 
as  high  up  towards  its  source  as  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  latitude.  If  Spain  should  not  consider 
it  necessary  that  the  desert  should  be  as  brosd  as 
thirty  leagues,  she  may  diminish  it  on  her  own  side 
of  the  river  as  much  as  she  may  judge  fit.  Within 
the  desert  no  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  settle 
or  establish  themselves;  and  each  party  may 
establish  military  posts  on  its  own  portion  of  the 
desert  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  off  intruders  or 
settlers  of  any  kind. 

Q,.This  proposal,  which  originates  in  a  sincere 
^^&i^^  on  my  part  to  meet  as  nearly  as  possible 
tt^:|(i^ws  ol  your  excellency,  I  ho()e  may  prove 
«,Cfi»u(^  to  His  Majesty's  Government;  but, 
ini^mi^ltji^  ^  /  ^*^^^  <tt  the  Aame  time  beg  leave 
MriA^l«»<?«fll»Wi:l»»at  in  case  it  should  not  be 
mecmi|4«:ftpd,,lmo«^e  the  means,  as  I  trust  U 
IW.cff  WW»&8»tftfte"*?  by.  treaty,  to  be  now 
made  nere,  all  the  other  points  in  discussiooi  tnen 
itiiWWfeibC)IW«TOlAifP  or  have  any  force  in 
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Aitare  negotiitioiis,  either  here  or  tt  Washioj;- 
ton,  or  be  eoosidcred  at  any  time  hereafter  as  in 
'aojrwiBe  bindinr  my  Gtoremment,  either  id  what 
relates  to  the  Colorado  iDstead  of  the  Rio  del 
Norte  as  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  what  relates  to  a  desert  on  that  boundary. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
▼ery  distinffuisbed  consideration, 

GBORGB  W.  BRTINO. 


Don  Jo9€  PismtQ  Is  Jfi*.  JBrs^. 

f^jiLAci,  AMgmi  It,  1818. 

Tbe  letters  of  Don  Luis  de  Onis,  under  dste  of 
20th  June  last:  assure  us  that  it  was  pubiiciy 
known  in  the  United  States,  and  inserted  in  the 
fasettes  of  that  country,  that  General  Jackson, 
oontiouing  his  hostile  ineursioos  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  His  Majesty  in  the  Floridas.  had  taken 
by  aasault  the  fortined  town  (piaxa)  of  Pensa* 
eola,  whose  small  garrison,  it  is  said,  did  its  duty 
aad  preferred  the  honor  of  the  King's  arms,  by 
fbreibly  resisting,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  it 
to  do,  the  unjust  and  onezpeeted  asgressor. 

Altbou|fh,  as  yet,  no  oirect  inrormation  has 
been  reeeired  from  the  Floridas  respecting  these 
disagreeable  events,  no  doubt  now  remains  that 
General  Jackson,  trampling  under  foot  all  laws, 
bae  committed  in  the  territory  of  His  Majesty 
ovtrages  and  excesses  of  which  there  are  few  ex- 
amples in  the  civilized  world.  It  will  one  day  or 
ether  be  slated  with  surprise,  that  the  theatre  of 
such  devastation  and  unprovoked  offence,  to  the 
midst  of  peace,  was  the  very  same  on  which 
Spain,  not  many  years  since,  shed  her  blood  and 
poured  out  her  treasures  for  the  United  States, 
ta  the  days  of  their  calamity. 

After  what  I  have  had  the  honor  of  statins^  to 
yeu  in  my  notes  of  the  a6th  of  last«  and  6th  of 
the  present  month,  in  consequence  of  the  first 
kobtilities  and  excesses  of  Gkoerai  Jackson  in  the 
Floridas,  I  will  only  now  add,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  occurrence  at  Pensaeola,  the  King  has 
commanded  me  to  communicate  to  his  Minister 
in  Washington  ihe  most  express  orders  that,  at 
the  same  time  he  presents  to  the  Government 
there  the  most  solemn  protest,  in  tbe  name  of  His 
Majesty,  agaiast  the  invasion  of  the  Floridas, 
aad  against  the  taking  of  the  forts  of  St.  Mark 
and  Pensaeola  bv  the  American  troops,  he  should 
solicit  that  the  tfatoffs  be  placed  in  the  same  state 
tad  situation  in  which  they  were  before  the  in- 
vasion ;  end  that  the  artillery,  munitions,  and 
efiVcts  which  were  found  in  St.  Mark's  and  Pen- 
saeola at  it»e  time  of  their  surrender,  should  be 
delivered  to  the  Spanish  governors  of  that  terri- 
tory; that  reparation  be  made  by  the  American 
Government  for  what  may  have  been  destroyed 
in  them,  and  that  it  be  accountable  for  the  dam- 
ages ana  injuries  occasioned  by  the  said  aggres- 
^  tions ;  and  1  have  likewise,  by  royal  order,  ap- 
prised the  laid  Don  Luis  de  Onis  that  he  should 
give  advice  of  the  restolt  of  these  proceedings 
without  delay,  that  it  may  be  known  to  His 


ment  of  the  United  States  will  not  rsfnae  an  act 
of  justice  so  becominj^  its  good  faith;  and  I 
send  to  you  this  exposition,  to  tbe  end  that  yoti 
may  transmit  it  to  your  Govemmenr  in  connexion 
with  those  which  preceded  it,  and  with  the  same 
object. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis^ 
tingnished  consideration,  dte. 

JOSB  PIZARRO. 


Jfr*.  Erwmg  Is  I>m  Jam 

Madbid,  Atiguti  14,  1S18, 

StR :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  reetiTe  your  ex- 
celleney's  note  of  the  11th  iostaot,  eonuiniag  the 
information  which  you  have  received  from  His 
Majesty's  Minister  in  the  United  States,  respecu 
ing  an  assault  made  on  the  place  of  Feosacoia  by 
General  Jackson,  and  communicating  to  me  the 
orders  which  His  Majesty  has  consequently  given 
to  that  Minister.  1  shall  not  lose  a  mosBent  in 
transmitting  to  ray  Government  a  copy  of  your 
excellency's  note,  having  alieadv  despatched  your 
two  former  communications  relatire  to  the  ante- 
rior proceedings  of  General  Jackson. 

I  renew  to  your  excellency  assttranecs  of  mf 
distinguished  consideration. 

GBORGB  W.  BRVING. 


Majesty. 
The  Ki 


King  persuades  himaelf  that  the  Govern- 


Dam  JoH  Pizarro  to  Mtm 

Palaob,  AMgtut  99^  1818. 

Sia :  A  continuation  of  disagreeable  intelii|geDce 
on  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  tbe  late  events 
in  the  Floridas,  and  on  the  hostile  proceediags  of 
the  American  Gkneral,  Jackson,  and  tbe  troops 
under  his  command,  within  the  Umila  of  thoae 
provinces  belonffing  to  His  Majesty,  baa  been  re- 
ceived at  this  office.  In  addition  to  the  fiicts  to 
which  I  called  your  attention  m  my  notes  of  26ih 
July  and  6th  and  11th  instant,!  have  now  before 
me  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  which  appears  to 
have  resulted  from  the  hostilities  commtled  hy^ 
the  General  before  the  place  of  Pensaeola,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  Spanish  garrison  has  been 
sent  to  Havans. 

In  my  former  notes  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to 
you  that,  notwithstanding  the  particular  charac- 
ter of  violence  which  appears  to  hare  marked 
tbe  operations  of  General  Jackson  from  his  irst 
movements  in  Florida,  His  Majesty,  willing  to 
attribute  those  acts  to  the  arbitrary  condocc  of 
that  officer,  was  persnsded  that  the  Gh>veranienc 
of  the  United  States  woold  not  hesiute  to  disap- 
prove, as  soon  as  they  should  be   informed  of 
them,  and  that,  in  consequence,  suitable  orders 
would  be  given,  not  only  for  the  evacuation  of  die 
invaded  territory,  hot  also  for  the  indemnity  of 
all  injuries  stistained,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
property  belonging  as  well  to  the  Spanish  Gh>r- 
ernment  as  to  its  subjects,  and  likewise  that  of 
foreigners  then  under  the  protection  of  His  Ma- 
jest  vs  Gbvemoient.    It  was  not  to  be  presumed, 
without  offieriuff  an  insult  to  the  good  faith  of 
tbe  American  Gtovernment,  that  they  would  de^ 
lay  to  give  this  satisfiMtion  to  a  friendly  Power, 


ise( 
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and  tiiia  twtimoiiy  to  all  cUiiistd  naiioDi  of 
their  reapeet  for  the  prtaeiples  of  social  order. 

It  is  with  great  regnet  that  His  Majesty  per> 
BtiTes,  by  sobse^ueot  advioee  from  bis  Minister 
It  Washingtooi  chat  the  first  excesses  of  Oeneial 
Jack«on  hanng  reeeired  no  marks  of  disappro- 
bation, he  had  not  hesitated  to  parsoe  his  vio- 
lences by  foreibljr  taking  possession  of  erery  thing 
vrithin  the  Spanish  territory,  when  be  met  with 
resistance  frooa  the  few  feeble  garrtsoosy  attacked 
in  a  Slate  of  profound  peace  by  a  la^  force, 
irbich  their  honor  rendered  an  indispensable 
ioiy.  In  fine.  His  Majesty's  territory  has  been 
ihamefaUy  invaded;  bis  forts  and  places  have 
leen  violentlv  aefaied  on ;  their  garrisons  made 
irisoners,  and  oonveyed  oiu  of  me  province  in 
sbich  they  wove  employed  in  His  Majesty's  ser- 
rite ;  and  on  the  Spanish  soil  sangainarv  exeeii- 
ioDs  have  taken  plaoe  of  the  sitbjeots  or  Powers 
n  amity  with  toe  Kiiig-*«a  act  of  barbarity 
(loosed  over  with  the  forms  of  jostioep  and  thereby 
endered,  on  consideriag  the  natore  of  the  place 
lod  other  eireimistanoe%  a  refinement  of  csoelcy* 

It  cannot  be  doebted  that  these  esecssea  have 
lome  to  the  kaowledge  of  the  QovemmeDt  at 
liTashiagtOD ;  but  as  yet  it  dees  not  ep|»6ar  that 
my  measures  have  been  taken  to  restrain  them, 
ir  give  the  Spanish  Gtoverament  the  only  satis- 
lotion  adaissiblei  In  this  state  of  things,  His 
lajesty  hms  tbooght  it  beeemiag  his  honor,  and 
bat  of  the  nationi  to  direct  me  to  renew  to  yon, 
8  I  now  do,  the  most  solemn  protest  sgniost  the 
rhole  proceedings  of  General  Jaekaon  from  the 
aoment  of  his  entry  into  the  Ftoridas;  and, 
soreover,  to  the  end  that  yon  may  in  iihe  man^ 
ler  lay  the  same  before  your  Qovemment,  tbat, 
Q  eonstderatioa  of  the  itatare  of  the  said  io juries 
lod  acts  essentially  hostile,  the  course  of  the 
Modiog  negotiations  between  the  two  Qovern- 
nents  sbali  be,  and  accordingly  is^  suspended 
ind  interrupted,  until  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States  shall  mark  tbe  conduct  of  General 
kiekson  in  a  manner  correspondent  with  its  good 
kith,  which  appears  to  be  no  other  than  bjr  dis- 
ipproviog  the  afore-mentiened  excesses,  giving 
>rders  to  retnetaie  everything  as  it  was  previous 
0  the  invasion,  nnd  iniietieg  n  smtable  puniab- 
nent  on  the  aathor  of  such  flagrant  disordsrs. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  oencem  to  His  M^esty 
o  be  under  the  necessity  of  mnkiog  this  deolara^ 
ion,  which  is  more  the  necessary  effect  of  the 
lature  of  things  than  an  act  of  his  royal  will ;  It 
liaving  been  his  consmnt  wish  and  endeavor  to 
eombine  n  suitable  arrangement  of'  tbe  point  in 
discussion  between  the  iwo  Governments  with 
sa  activity  which  is  evident;  but  tbe  partial 
world  cannot  fail  to  admit  the  impropriety,  in 
tbe  present  postureof  things,  of  continuing  n^o« 
tistioQs  which  suppose  estate  of  perfect  political 
friendship  at  tbe  very  moment  when  enormous 
injuries  are  committed,  cfually  oaprovoked  and 
aapreeedented. 

The  occupation  of  the  greater  and  the  best 
p>n  of  West  Ftorids  by  tbe  Uoited  States  in 
1810.  by  which  His  Majeaty  was  dispossessed, 
dtthag  Uis  captivity,  of  the  peaeefol  occupation  of 


that  lerritorv,  under  the  pretence  ^»  «..—«  w...««, 
even  if  well  founded^  ought  never  to  have  been 
enforced  bv  acts  of  violence,  and  the  more  meenC 
invasion  of  A&Mlta  Island^  were  acts  of  the  same 
nature  and  tendency  wuh  those  alluded  to; 
equally  unjust  in  their  principles,  and  in  like 
manner  remonittrated  and  protested  sgainst  by 
Spain ;  but  as,  (torn  the  mode  and  circumstancea 
attending  them,  they  were  Use  oflBmsive,  Hie 
Majesty,  actuated  by  sentiments  of  moderation, 
theuybt  that  he  might  await  the  period  of  the 
definite  arrangement  of  the  pending  dlffbrencee^ 
which  was  speedily  looked  for. 

Bat  nothing  of  the  same  nature  has  ooeurred 
in  the  present  case.  No  claim  to  the  territory 
invaded  bv  General  Jackson,  whether  founded 
or  unfounded,  has  beea  advanced  by  tbe  Ameri* 
can  Government.  No  revolution  of  the  inhabit 
tants,  real  or  supposed,  ofiered  a  pretext;  no  pr^ 
vioas  agf  reesions  by  banditti,  as  was  urgea  ee 
the  ocoasioo  of  the  nnlust  occupation  of  Amelia 
Island.  The  Spanish  naff  waved  on  the  fortresses 
of  JBt.  Mark  and  Pensacola  at  the  time  they  were 
attacked  I  and,  to  complete  tbe  effimce,  that  ter« 
ritory  was  seized  on  by  violence  which  His  Ma- 
jesty had  offered  to  cede  to  the  United  Sutes,  in 
tbe  pending  negotiation,  by  means  of  an  honor* 
able  arrangement:  from  which  it  appears  that  a 
forcible  occupation  was  preforred  to  a  peaoefnl 
acquisitloB,  resulting  froo^  the  generous  friend^ 
ship  of  tbe  King. 

It  is  these  eztraordinarjr  circumstances  which 
have  convinced  His  Ma|esty  tbat  it  is  incon* 
pstible  with  the  honor  of^his  auffust  character  te 
pursue  further  negotiation,  untu  a  suitable  ter* 
minstion  be  pot  to  an  incident  which,  from  Its 
nature,  is  of  primary  importance,  and  claims  a 
preference  to  all  other  matters  now  treated  of  be- 
tween the  two  Governments-— an  incident  which, 
from  its  transcendent  moment,  is  capable  of  pro* 
ducing  an  essential  and  thorough  change  in  the 
political  relations  of  the  two  countries. 

At  the  same  time,  to  evince  the  moderate  and 
conciliating  disposition  which  characterizes  the 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government,  I  have  to 
add  that  His  Majesty,  in  directing  me  to  commu- 
nicate to  bis  Minister  at  Washington  this  sn»> 
pension  of  tbe  negotiation,  has  likewise  charged 
me  to  inform  him  that,  in  case  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales  should  have  given,  or  will 
give/Pie  only  satisfaction  which  is  admissible  io 
tbe  present  ease,  and  which  His  Majesty  has  a 
right  to  expect  trom  the  justice  and  good  faith 
of  that  Government,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to  pro* 
eeed  in  the  ncj^otiation  which  has  beea  carried 
on,  without  being  under  the  necessity  of  consult* 
ing  Hii  Majesty,  or  of  awaiting  fresh  instructiona 
authoriziojg  him  to  continue  it. 

In  .making  this  communication  to  you,  sir,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  deep  regret  I 
have  felt  at  the  unfortunate  occurrence  which 
has  tiuis  produced  an  uoezpected  interruption,  at 
the  moment  1  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of 
seeing  the  political  relations  of  the  two  Govern* 
ments  established  on  the  solid  basis  of  the  most 
perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding. 
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MelaiiatufwUk  Spaku 


I  rmew  the  assaranees  of  my  ditUDgaisbed 
eonaideratioD,  and  pray  Qod  to  .preterve  yoa 
many  yetn* 

JOSE  PIZARRO. 


Mr,  Erring  to  Don  Joae  Pizarro, 

Madrid,  August  31, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
cxcelleDcy's  note  of  the  30th  [29tbJ  iasunt,  and 
•hall  not  lose  a  moment  in  submitting  a  copy  of 
it  to.  my  QoYernment. 

I  cBDnot  but  express  to  your  excellency  my 
sincere  regret  on  seeing  the  determination  taken 
by  His  Majesty  to  suspend  the  negotiations,  in 
consequence  of  the  military  operations  of  Qen- 
erai  Jackson  in  Florida ;  which  regret  is  aug- 
mented by  considering  that,  on  the  6th  of  Ausust, 
when  your  excellency,  after  insisting  at  large 
00  what  you  considered  to  be  the  violent  charac- 
ter and  unjustifiable  nature  of  those  proceedings, 
nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  invited  me  to 
continue  the  negotiation  here,  by  acquiescing  in 
the  desire  expressed  in  your. note  of  July  19th, 
and  stating,  in  precise  terms,  my  proposal  of  a 
barrier  on  toe  western  frontier  of  Louisiana — an 
invitatioa  which,  relying  on  the  ^ood  faith  in 
which  it  was  made,  and  having  entire  confidence 
in  the  conciliatory  disj^ositions  of  your  excel- 
lency, I  had  no  hesitation  to  accept.  My  pro- 
posal was  formally  stated  in  my  note  of  August 
0th.  to  which  your  excellency  has  not  seen  fit  to 
reply.  It  only  remains,  then,  for  me,,  in  this 
place,  to  renew  the  reserve  expressed  at  the  end 
of  that  note,  and  to  declare  that  the  said  proposal 
cannot  be  considered  as  in  any  sort  binding  on 
my  Qovernment  in  any  future  negotiation. 

1  renew  to  your  excellency  assurances  of  my 
distinguished  consideration. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr  Erwng  to  Mr,  Adams 

dated 

Madrid,  September  20, 1818. 

.  The  paper  herewith  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the 
King  or  Spain's  grant  of  lands  to  the  Cfount  of 
Punon  Rostro. 

THE  KINO: 

My  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  brigadier  the 
Count  de  Punon  Rostro,  submitted  to  me,Ci  the 
3d  of  November  last,  what  follows : 

^^  Sire :  The  brigadier  Count  de  Punon  Rostro, 
grandee  of  Spain  of  the  first  class,  and  your  geo- 
tleman  of  the  bedchamber  in  actual  attendance, 
dbc.,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  submits  to 
your, Majesty :  That,  prompted  by  the  desire  of 
promoting,  by  all  possible  means,  the  improvement 
of  the  extensive  waste  and  unsettled  land  pos- 
sessed by  your  Majesty  in  the  Americas,  which, 
by  their  lertility,  offer  the  ffreatest  advantages, 
not  only  to  your  memorialist,  but  to  the  State,  pro- 
vided due  effect,  as  is  hoped,  oe  given  to  the  noble 
project  formed  by  your  Majesty's  memorialist  of 
converting  a  small  portion  of  those  deserts  into 
the  abode  of  peaceable  Christian  inhabttantaj 


whose  industry  will  increase  th«  popoiolioo  of 
your  kingdoms,  promote  agrieuicnre  and  eom- 
merce,  and  thereby  add  imoKOsely  to  your  royal 
revenues.  This  enterprise  shovl^  be  conducted 
by  a  person  who,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  coontry, 
would  combine  the  intelligeBce  necessary  for 
comparing  the  progress  made  by  other  nations  in 
similar  sKuations,  and  particularly  by  the  United 
States,  which,  within  a  very  reeeoc  period,  have 
advanced  their  power  to  an  extnoadinary  height, 
and  especially  in  the  instanee  of  the  Mobile 
country,  adjoining  Florida,  which,  in  the  last  sii 
years,  has  received  such  an  influx  of  emig^rants, 
as  to  be  converted  from  a  desert  waste  into  a 
rich  commercial  province,  highly  improved,  and 
peopled  with  more  than  three  hundred  thoiuaiid 
souls.  A  similar  change  would  be  effected  in 
Florida,  within  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  by  the 
adoption  of  judicious  arrangements,  and  by  those 
exertions  which  your  Majesty'a  memorialist  pro- 
poses to  employ  for  the  promotion  of  hia  personal 
interest,  and,  consequently,  that  of  the  State. 
Relying,  then,  on  the  merits  of  the  ease,  in  the 
lively  interest  felt  by  your  Majesty  in  the  national 
prosperity,  and  on  the  services  and  sncrifiees  of 
your  Majesty's  memorialist,  he  hnmhly  requests 
your  Majesty,  that,  taking  them  into  eoastdem* 
tion,  you  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  grant 
and  cede  to  him,  in  full  right  and  property,  and 
the  mode  and  manner  required  by  Inw^l  the 
waste  lands  not  heretofore  ceded  in  Floiids, 
lyinff  between  the  river  Perdido,  westward  of  the 
Quit  of  Mexico,  and  the  rivers  Amaraja  and  St. 
John,  from  Popa  to  the  point  where  it  empties 
into  the  ocean,  for  the  eastern  limit;  and  for  the 
northern,  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States ; 
and  to  the  south,  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  incla- 
ding  the  desert  islands  on  the  coast.  He  there- 
fore humbly  prays,  in  consideration  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  the  unquestionable  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  the  nation,  that  yonr  Majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  this  his  petition,  and  thereupon 
direct  the  necessary  orders  to  be  given  to  the  local 
authorities  to  afford  him  all  due  aid  and  protee* 
tion,  as  well  in  designating  the  territory  referred 
to,  as  in  giving  full  effect  to  the  whole  enternrise : 
all  which  he  hopes  from  the  manificence  of  yonr 
Majesty." 

mving  taken  the  premises  into  consideratioa. 
and  bearing  in  mind  the  distingoiahed  merits  ol 
the  memorialist,  and  his  signal  zeal  for  ray  royal 
service,  as  well  as  the  benefits  to  be  derived  bf 
the  State  from  an  increase  of  population  in  the 
countries  the  cession  whereof  he  has  solicited,  I 
hare  judged  fit  to  grant  to  him  the  same,  in  so 
far  as  is  conformable  to  the  laws  of  these  my 
kingdoms,  and  to  make  it  known  to  my  Conncil 
of  the  Indies,  for  its  due  execatioo,  by  a  royal 
order  of  the  17th  December,  In  the  year  afore- 
mentioned; wherefore,  I  charge  and  command 
you,  by  this  mf  royal  cedula,  with  due  observanee 
of  the  laws  to  such  cases  pertainin|[^,  to  give  fall 
and  effectual  aid  to  the  execution  of  the  said  ces- 
sion, taking  all  requisite  measures  for  its  acconn- 
plishment,  without  injury  to  any  third  party,  mnd 
to  the  end  that  the  said  Count  of  Punon  GLoatro 
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Mtf  foritrttUb  oiirff  bitf  plttts  iilti^  «ll«i0oUott,  fib 
eoflfermitf  with  itif  bmeikiNicdetiMt  itth¥dro( 
tkk  ■frieoltiur«  tfitf  o««m«ra«of  th«  iald  K»fTi- 
(mkiv  triiieh'  rtttoifraf  po^ltttfiiHr  propof<9#Aeti 
to  ^km  IvnUiif  m  tlie  ioll  Md  tlw  difesefr  aM 
BMQfiiy '  of  tiM  C0MI9,  li«  giving;  K^lar  ttocMints 
t>f  bii  pir«Medfiifi:  for  soeh  it  mr  Witt,  tnd  that 
thie  note  he  talMft  of  tho  jirdi^ttt  tvdola  id  the 
ofie«*of!t(i«  AveoQatttit  OMi#Mi  of  tlM  ladi^. 
EKPM>it'ttirPalfl€<t  cti« Oihof  F«b#i]«ff ,  1*8 te. 

i.  THB  KINO. 


By  comtfltiiDd  of  our  lord  the  EioA: 

ESTEVANTVAREA, 


Pa  th«  dhyf^mtmm  ot.  «■■  FLMtssMi  tbnk  he  an(jr 
tdto  ib»  aBiHiliy.nniintat  to  give  d«o«iiilcli» 
tbe  gmat  io  frior  •£  ih#  GcnHil  of  t^oiMMi  Rottro  of 
atnct  9f  0(MUiti7  HtaMo  in 'W«it7lMidi^ft»  above 

MMCifiML 

Doty  noted  ia  tbo  offico  of  tbe  AetottMMit 
Seoond  9B  Mortlk  AnorM,  Mkitid,  Mwvb  IS, 

JOSBi*  BB  TBXAiM. 

J9ki)ffi  lAth  A  Onii  to  the  SuteHtry  of  Stai$. 

"WMBuimroti,. October  18, 1818 

&•:  WbMil  imIv  koowo  toyoft-tboil  ba«e 
emveid  aew^  aird«ni'  and  loairttttiODa  Uom  my 
ioari  iOi  roMliBO  tbeotgol^allioD  pipading!betive«D' 
bo  GUivOramflot  of  ibo-UaiicdSuilii  and  ttei  of 
IpatDf  flod  to  a^ieowilb  yoaaa  (0  ovarythiag; 
bat  flMf  ba  ooavooiaat  aad  propor  ta  giro  tttotHy 
a  a»  obort^'a  liaie«a0'|RO8iiblev  to  tiM  deairod  fMit- 
al  aDd  dofiniciffe'  arrangtaMOt  of  ail  dw^dtfior* 
ace*  wbiab aaiiil  lolvoear tba  two  Qdvoraokoaia, 
ougbi  abo  to  iaform  you  tbnt^Uia  CatJiolie 
dajeaiy  ratifiodyOa.tbo  9ih  of  Jaiy  iast^  theaoa- 
eoiioa  sigaod  OD  tba  llib:  A«feoaC|  ISOS^  aod 
aii&ed  a  yoat -aad  a  ba&f  afterwardi  by  Ibe  Proti- 
itnt  aad  Saaaio  of  tbe  Uaited  Statesi  I  bane 
eatio«d  Ibo  raAi&aafioiK  by  H»  MajasHy,  aa4  am 
eady  .u»  proaeod  witb  yaa  lo  tba  aomMpbiidiii|r. 
scliaago»  if  ftba  Prasidaat.  deaeaa  il  proper  ^  btft^ 
ibink  i  01^^  lytfora'it js  dooa^  to  Aabo 4o  yoo 
ome  obser^aiiona  OD  ibiaf^MI. 

Tl^  Kiogf  my  maatei^agivtod  to  xaiify,  at  ibe 
ime  ho  didf  Ibo  cdaveailoa  of  186B«.aa<wott  la 
tompUaAoa  wiih;tbo<i^ferba&  iAliantikmo  giyea  to 
119  Booreiany  of  Btaie.  by  Mr.  Etaiagf  MiolaAOr 
?leaipoiai|tii«y  of  t4»  RopubMo^flalrual  aiatmre 
lot  to  oaMl'ili^lH04>ut  aayibiat  mbicb.migba  6b< 
tgreoaUa  MryourGofaraaleiit.'  It  alaor li^arrrd' 
0  HmMajMy  tbat  tbera  blight  bo amMobuaeie 
w  delay  tor  .the  jdeainad  arraagamaat  apd  deioa- 
ivoapreeaMatfospaoiiap  iba.paadmg  diioraoeoB 
lalweea ibe^tmroQaiveromeBta^  and tbaafacoaaidi 
iatiftoaiioa4)l>  tbalooaveotioa  boiog  repraaintetf 
lo  bin  aa  a  ooacilaatorjf  meaaure^awi  very  agree- 
ftbio  to  tbe  United  Btate^  ha  iiidi  noa  daley  aa 
iavtaoi  in  aeeediog  toi  it.  Bat  rou.baoW  ^ery 
well  that  all  tbe  poiota  oomiprebewMia  ibat 
canf  ^atioo  £orm  pact  of  thapembog  aegoitatiiMi, 
aad  that  the  gaoaral  aad  deimUeearraageiiM-iit 
wbieb  L  hope  bood  lo  eonobide  wiitvyou  balas 


eitbet  Pot^^r  hit  «  fifbt  OffOittst  tbe  otfamr,  ^d 
all  tbe  drfflfefeneea  wbieb  eztat  or  have  heretof^ 
existed  between  them,  tbat  conrentioD  will  oecM- 
aarfW  be  abrogated,  the  pdiota  to  which  it  it  lim- 
it'ed  beiog  inefaded  m  tae  «aid  amtigement  and 
deinitiYe  treaty.  For  these  reasons,  which  are 
obrkioe'  and  eotirely  convtnctog,  I  leave  it  to 
yovf  eon^deratron  whether  we  shotild  proeeod 
to  tbe  ^xehan^ e  of  the  raiiffcattons  of  the  said 
eonvi^atiOM,  or  #ait  ontil,  the  first  basis  beidg 
I  settled  and  agreed  opon  by  means  of  proposttioba 
r  will  tnsfanujr  make  to  you,  wd  may  be  able  to 
jud^e  Whether  the  general  and  definitive  treaty, 
wbteb  most  0tit  on  end  in  a  solid  aodpermaneat 
manner  to  all  these  discttssions,  will  be  Concluded 
as  quiekiy  ds  we  desfre. 

1  awatt  year  answer,  and  in  tbe  meantime'  I 
renew  t<o  yoo  tbe  assaraiices  of  my  constant  de« 
sire  to  serve  yoih 

dot!  preserve  yoo  maay  years. 

LUIS  DB  0NI9. 


Tke  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  Lisie  de  Ome* 

DaraaTiMaT'op  Sr^ra, 

WaMngtam,  Oet^Ur  SS;  181&. 

8iw}  I  havo  bad  the  bonor'of  reeefving  fair 
b»ttorof  The  18ib  instaat,  and  an  directed  oy  t4e 
Ptntsfdeirt  to  assoveyooof  the  great  iiatisfaotida 
wMb  which  bo  has  fearaed  that  yoo  att  prepaMd 
to«  exebannfe  tbe  ihtillearloaa  or  tbe  oooventicfn 
oflBOd. 

.Aaslodsly  deatroos  as  ho  ia  of  aceiag  broogllt 

to  0'  leMaiaation  mtttoally  sviisfiietory  all  tHo 

subjecta  wbiob  have  been  so  fong  ia  diseossMo 

be«woe»  tbe  two  Gtovernmeiits,  the  Prest4a«t 

reeeivtrtb^  ratldcaiionas  a«i  earnest  on  tfaepart 

of  Hhi  Oaiholio  Majesfy  of  (bat  conciliatory  dk- 

yN>iltloii  wbioir  bo  flatters  bimaelf  caonot  fbil  fo 

«Kiead  to  a  move  general  andsatiefaoiory  adjtNt- 

anwt'Of  ait  tbe^otber  objects  i»  oootrovorsy  ba- 

tweOtt  aij    He  4iveeta  me,  tbcMforc,  to  aoeedeao 

yooT'  pro(p«Ml  of  postponiog  the  exebatige  of  tWa 

rMtlleatioaa,  aad  to  aaaare  yea  thai  1  shall  be 

wady  to  reee^ve^  lobenever  it  laay  be  agteealde 

itf  yovjtbe  prOpoaitioaa  w%i«b  yoa  tworm  die 

fOtt  are- prepared' ta  make,  aad  wfaieb  will  tm 

oonatdered  "witb  tbo  OMat  eai^st  dtiif e  of  eaaal« 

MaMag,:  by  a  prompt  aadi  bonorablo  af  raemaai, 

ibemoat  pavfect^food  oodet  aiaiMling  aoaharmoiry 

baiweoa  oor  oDaiNrldB. 

:    I  loadar  m  •yoii,*airf  (be  toneiOed  aaaomaca  af 

wy  verfdivtiaguiabed  iMMfdamtias. 

ADAMfl*^ 


^Mk* 


D&H  Lkii  fk  OMft  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
WfBBiNOtON,  October  24, 18ia 

Sias  NotwilhatBodiog  tbe  uafortttoate  oveaAa 
whitb  have  ocourred  since  April  iaat,  I  have  re- 
eeirad  friNn  my  Court  solemn  assuraaeosof  the 
sinoere  desire  of  His  CaUiolic  Majesty  to  M 
every  ground  of  coasplaiat  and  disagreement  bo- 
tweea  tbe  Oaited  States  aod  Spaia  comprotely 

, ^. , ..  temoved,  aad  of  his  earnest  wish  to  strengtbeii 

iaiaodfd  to  embraoo  ali.tba  cbiioia  4o  wbiabilaod^oaaae^tjaiOodiU^floiModiBg  and  ttie  maat 

16th  Cov.2dSEaa.— 60 
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QordUl  friendship  betweea  the  two  natione. 
Having  traoamitted  to  His  Majesty's  QoTern- 
meot  the  whole  correspondence  which  lately 
passed  between  us  here,  it  has  been  examined 
with  the  most  profound  attention  to  all  the  points 
embraced  in  it.  A  multitude  of  authentic  papers 
and  original  documents,  of  the  most  unezeep- 
tionable  authority,  on  each  of  the  several  points 
inrolf ed  in  the  controversy  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Btstes  and  that  of  His  Ma- 
jesty, were  examined,  offering  incontestable 
evidence  of  all  the  rights  hitherto  sustained  by 
the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  refutinj^,  with  the 
clearness  of  truths  universally  admitted,  and  by 
facts  and  vouchers  equally  notorious  and  unques- 
tionable, the  reasoning  and  argumenu  upon 
which  your  Government  found  their  elaims. 

It  was  the  earnest  wish  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jestv  that  the  whole  dispute  should  be  adjusted 
by  nis  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Pizarro,  and  Mr. 
Bvving,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  this 
Repuflie,  and  that  they  should  proceed  to  a  final 
arrangement  of  all  existing  differences  by  means 
of  a  definitive  treaty,  which  should  eombinej  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  Qevenmenu,  the  inviolable 
principles  of  general  justice  with  the  equitable 
Tiews  of  reciprocal  convenience  and  utility*  His 
Migesty  offered,  on  his  pan,  to  do  everything  that 
might  be  possible,  or  compatible  with  the  rift^ts 
anddignity  of  hisRoyalCrown^  liberally  to  satisfy 
the  desires  expressed  by  the  United  States.  But 
Mr.  Brving  has  declined  acceding  to  this  adjust- 
ment, although  the  correspondence  between  hjm 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  was  still  carried  on 
with  a  view  to  that  result  at  the  departure  of  the 
messenger  who  was  despatched  to  me  from  Ma- 
drid on  the  21st  of  July  last.  His  Majesty,  being 
apprehensive,  notwitlMtnoding  his  wishes,  that 
the  amicable  termination  of  these  important  af- 
fiiirs  might  suffer  delay,  has  been  pleased  to  give 
me  eueh  instructions  and  <orders  as  may  enaUe 
me  to  adjust  with  you  all  pending  differences 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  effect  the  de- 
sired arrangement  by  means  of  a^efiaitive  treaty. 
For  this  purpose.  His  Majeety  save  orders  that 
the  documents  and  proofs  should  be  transmitted 
IQ  me.  which  were  necessary  to  convince  the 
United  Sutes  of  the  unquestionable  righu  of  the 
Crawa  of  Spain  to  the  territories  and  waters 
ntaimed  by  your  Gbveroment  as  forming  an  in- 
tegral part  of  Louisiana.  I  have  received  a  ooo- 
iideraUe  number  of  the  said  documenls  and 
proofs,  and  an  mmmiaation  of  many  others  was 
taking  pbee  in  Spain,  which  are  to  be  sent  to  me. 
The  result  of  this  inquiry  established  what  I 
stated  to  yon  in  my  notes  during  my  late  abode 
at  Washington,  and  especially  in  that  which  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  23d  March  at  the  same 
period,  in  answer  to  that  which  I  received  from 
yon  01  the  12th  of  the  same  month;  upon  all  the 

Kinu  in  dispute.  It  exhibited  an  incontroverti- 
)  series  or  facts  from  the  earliest  periods  of 
discoveries,  conquest,  or  oocuMition,  and  thesue- 
oessive  establishments  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in 
that  part  of  America,  to  the  present  day.  It 
proved  that  Spain,  long  prior  to  any  ether  on* 


tien,  discovered  Florida,  that  ta,  all  iha  vast  and 
beautiful  country  extending  from  what  U  bow 
termed  Eeat  Florida  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  or  ftio 
Grande  del  Norte^  which  was  tlion  the  bouadarr 
of  the  kingdom  of  Mexico^  of  whieh  she  was  al- 
ready in  peaceable  possession.  From  the  period 
of  the  discovery  of  this  exteneire  laciim  by  Ponee 
de  Leon,  in  1512^  and  the  cstnbliakaeettt  of  the 
first  act  of  possession  in  the  nnne  of  the  Crawa 
of  Spaia,  repealed  and  regolar  expediaww  were 
formed,  composed  of  troops,  artillery,  and  every- 
thing necessary  for  penetrating  throqgh  tJie  whole 
country,  examining  alt  its  positions  from  the 
coast  to  the  interior,  and  all  its  riven,  creeks,  and 
bays,  rednciag  the  natives,  or  eainMttiyag  trade 
add  mendship  with  them ;  and  for  oeevpyuif  all 
such  places  as  might  appear  beet  calenmtcd  to 
bring  aad  preserve  under  the  dominioii  of  Sptia 
the  said  country  throughout  its  whole  csxteat  I 
stated  10  yon  in  my  said  notes  (aad  mm  enabled 
to  prove  It  by  tlie  meet  ample  doemaenis)  that 
this  was  the  object  of  the  expeditions  of  Yasqaa 
de  Ayllon,  in  1660,  and  of  Panfilo  de  Narvaex,  la 
1528.  The  latter  obuined  from  Charles  L  of 
Spain  and  Emperor  of  Gkrmnny  n  solemn  au- 
thority to  reduce  the  whole  country  from  the  buy 
of  Espiritu  Santo,  In  East  JPIorian,  to  the  river 
Palmas.  He  arrived  in  tlw  said  ragion  wi^  a 
respectable  force,  and  examined  it  from  east  to 
west.  In  >  this  he  Iwd  been-  preeedad  by  FranciseD 
de  Gkray^  who  pasted  through  it  by  Inad  fiem 
the  bay  or  Espiritu  Santo  to  Panueo.  Hernando 
de  Soto  wae  soon  afterwards  appointed  Ctovernui 
General  of  Florida,  the  name  then  ^ves  co  the 
whole  of  this  vast  country.  He  entmd  it  with 
a  powerful  force,  and  repeated  the  eofamn  aeu  of 
uking  possession  of  it  in  behalf  of  Spnin.  He 
afterwards  examiaed  iu  exieaatv«  limits,  and 
founded  several  settlements.  He  was  succeeded 
in  his  Government  by  Moeeoeo^  who  eontinned 
to  explore  the  country  and  extend  the  settle- 
ments. Theee  twe  first  €k>v>eranrs  Gtaneral  of 
Florida  traversed  and  examiaed  it,  ne  I  have  said, 
from  east  to  went  $  from  the  poiat,  or  cepe  oi 
that  Florida  now  ealled  East  Florida,  to  the  Rio 
Bravo,  croesing  the  Mississippi,  which  was  then 
called  the  PJisada,  and  all  the  others  which 
empty  into  it,  or  into  the  Quif  of  Mcxleo.  From 
that  period  Spate  hasnnifermly  eontinned  in  the 
dominion  and  pomeseion  of  all  that  oamitry,  ie 
which  she  soeeeseively  foonded  thn  provinee  of 
Cohnnuila,  the  kingdom  of  New  Lean,  ihnt  of 
NewMexiee,  dbc.$  aleo  the  province  ec  Tena, 
whieh  she  has  reuined  until  tiic  nrosent  time.  It 
is  an  nnquesiioaable  fact,  aad  or  anivcnil  noto- 
riety, that  the  whole  conntry  I  aaci  wnw  speakiiig 
of  was  known  from  the  begmning  by  ^e  geneial 
denomination  of  Florida,  and  indnded  nil  dhe 
coast  from  the  point  of  Floridn  now  caNed  Eaat 
Florida  ta  the  Rio  Bravo,  and  all  the  eoontry 
and  the  wnters  of  the  interior;  of  this  a  fall  and 
uniform  proof  is  afforded  by  the  history  aad  moat 
respectable  documents  of  those  times.  Daring^ 
the  lapse  of  two  centurim  the  whole  of  this  Tnnt 
country  was  known  to  the  nnu'one  of  Bnrme 
imder  no  other  name.    Not  only  the  Spanlnrai^ 
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but  ill  foreignen,  laid  it  down  io  their  maps  and 
charts  under  this  name,  and  with  the  lame  limits. 
I  might  here  cite  the  Sndish  trayeller,  Dampier, 
and  se? eral  others,  who  tnns  denominate  and  lay 
down  this  beautiful  r^ion  in  their  maps  and  de- 
scriptions; but  why  should  I  now  dwell  on  what 
never  admitted  of  a  doubt  or  change  until  the 
Frenchman  De  Lisle,  through  ignorance,  erro- 
neous io/ormation,  or  partial  motives,  extended 
in  his  idea  and  map  the  boundaries  of  French 
Loaisiana  Co  the  Rio  Bravo  7  This  error  or  ex- 
travagance has  ever  since  been  adopted  by  all 
those  who  have  had  an  interest  in  supporting  the 
iJiasioD,  or  hare  carelessly  or  unguardedly  copied 
Jie  gratuitous  suppositions  of  that  geographer. 
Bat  as  this  ia  in  oirect  contradiction  to  the  his- 
ory  of  those  early  times,  and  the  most  unques- 
ionabie  documents  which  established  the  con 
rary,  these  chimerical  and  absurd  suppositions 
ire  entitled  to  no  credit  whatever,  although  they 
aave  been  adranced  with  great  gravity  and  osteo- 
atioD. 

It  is,  moreorer,  a  fact  beyond  all  dispute,  that 
he  Crown  of  Spain  was  established  as  the  lawful 
iwner  and  possessor  of  all  the  aforesaid  region, 
nd  that  it  has  uniformly  been  preserved  undn 
ler  dominion  to  this  day,  with  the  exception  of 
ach  parts  of  i^  as,  by  treaties,  conventions,  and 
tiier  solemn  acts,  she  has  transferred  to  foreign 
^owers. 

As  the  introduction  of  the  French  into  part  of 
iiat  region*  has  formed  the  around  of  the  claims 
f  your  Government,  I  sbalTconfine  my  remarks 
)  them.  In  the  course  of  our  late  correspond- 
nce,  I  stated  to  yoo  in  mr  notes  the  manner  in 
rhich  the  French  ^ot  a  footing  in  that  part  of 
tie  Spanish  dominions,  and  bow  they  proceeded 
o  form  the  colony  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
f  Louisiana. 

But  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the  eatablishment  of 
hat  colony,  and  of  its  precise  extent  and  Jbonnda- 
ies,  it  ia  necessary  to  take  a  view  of  it  at  three 
iifferent  periods :  1st,  under  the  direction  of  the 
lOTernment  of  France;  2dly,  under  that  of  Croxat 
nd  the  French  Western  uompany ;  and  3dly^ 
inder  the  Qovernp^nt  of  the  Crown  of  France. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to  detail  mi- 
lutely  the  first  attempt  of  the  French  on  the  old 
riorida,  in  1S62.  It  is  well  known  that  John 
libaut,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  expedition 
ras  commiued,  through  the  influence  of  Admiral 
2oligny,  was  completely  routed  by  the  SfNiniarda 
mder  Qeneral  Meleadez  de  Abvlea.  This  Oen- 
»ral  having  attacked  the  French  in  their  fort  of 
Carolina,  all  thoae  who  escaped  the  aisault  were 
nade  prisoners  of  war;  and.  haring pursued  their 
ressels,  he  and  stormy  weather  put  an  end  to  the 
nrretched  remains  of  this  French  expedition. 
/Ibyles  founded  the  castle  and  forts  of  St.  Ao- 
sustine,  which  then  became  the  capital  of  all 
Florida;  established  various  other  poets;  and  en* 
forced  a  respect  for  the  dominion  of  Spain  over 
all  the  coast  and  territories  of  that  vast  region. 
The  French  never  again  returned  there,  untu  the 
last  attempt  of  the  celebrated  La  Salle,  who, 
towards  the  close  of  1684,  sailed  from  prance 


with  an  expedition  to  discover  the  months  of  the 
Mississippi.  At  this  period,  the  French  had  al» 
ready  established  themselves  in  the  lower  part  of 
Canada.  Fearful  of  meeting  a  fate  like  that  of 
Ribaut,  they  avoided  an  interference  with  the 
countries  belonginff  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
confined  their  establishments  to  the  coasts  of  tha 
Atlantic.  The  savages,  or  aborigines  of  Canada, 
had  a  knowledge  of  other  Indian  nations  inhabit* 
ing  beyond  the  Lakes,  and  of  a  very  remola 
country  watered  by  a  great  river,  which,  as  they 
said,  ran  neither  to  the  east,  to  the  west,  nor  to 
the  north,  bat  which  jnight  probably  ran  to  the 
sooth,  and  em|»ty  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It 
was  thejT  who,  in  1660,  gave  the  French  of  Can* 
ada  an  idea  of  this  country  and  river,  althoogh. 
very  limited,  vague,  and  oMcate;  and  excited  in 
the  minds  of  Joliet,  an  inhabitant  of  Claebec,  and 
of  the  missionary  Marquette,  the  project  of  oroas* 
ing  the  lakes,  and  penetrating  into  the  said  coun- 
try to  explore  it  and  the  river.  They  real- 
ixed  their  project,  embarked  on  Lake  Michigan, 
ascended  the  river  Zoras  to  its  source,  afterwarda 
travelled  by  land,  and,  returning  to  t&e  entrance 
of  the  same  river,  navigated  to  the  westward,  and 
on  the  2d  June,  1673,  thejr  struck  the  Missisaippi. 
They  then  descended  this  river  as  low  as  the 
Arkansas,  in  thirtjr-three  degrees  north  iatitnde; 
but.  fearful  of  falhnc  into  the  hands  of  the  Span- 
iards, they  afterwards  retreated  to  Canada,  and 
on  their  return  passed  through  the  country  in* 
habited  by  the  Illinois,  whom  they  found  disposed 
to  trade  with  the  French  of  that  colony. 

This  excursion  produced  no  result  whateyer, 
and  would  have  been  wholly  forgotten  at  the  death 
of  Marquette,  but  the  famous  La  Salle,  an  enter- 
prising and  resolute  man,  who  had  come  to  Can- 
ada with  the  design  of  exploring  a  passage  from 
thence  to  Japan,  or  China,  having  heard  m  Joliet'a 
narrative,  conceived  the  project  of  repealing  the 
same  journey.  He  embarked  for  France,  and  on 
his  arrival  at  Paria  proposed  his  plan  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  Patrenixed  bv  him  and  the 
Government,  he  returned  to  Cloebec  with  a  com* 
pany  of  thirty  associates,  and  the  ChfValier  Tonti, 
a  bimve  and  experienced  officer.  Atftuebeeht 
was  joined  by  Father  Hennepin|  and,  at  the  head 
of  this  partf ,  set  out  on  the  journey  Wmerlf 
made  by  Jobet  and  Biarquette.  Having  enooaaC- 
ered  extraordinary  difiloulties,  he  employed  sev- 
eral years  in  accomplishing  it.  On  the  4th  of 
March,  1681,  he  arrived  at  the  Arkansas.  In 
April  of  the  following  vear,  be  proceeded  as  low 
down  as  the  month  or  the  Mississippi ;  and  in 
the  Spring  of  1683,  he  returned  to  France  to  give 
an  account  of  his  discoveries.  With  all  doe 
ceremony  he  took  possession  of  the  Arkansas  and 
the  Mississippi,  in  the  name  of  the  Crown  of 
Franee,  although  it  was  well  known  that  all 
those  countries  were  under  the  dominion  of  Spain* 
In  performing  this  journey.  La  Salle  did  no 
more  than  explore  distant  countries,  and  ^hat  in 
a  clandestine  and  secret  manner,  being  under  the 
necessity  of  defending  himself  both  against  the 
Spaniards  and  the  English,  who  repeatedly  feu 
in  with  andettaeked  him. 
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La  Stile,  hmving  ^ven  an  exaggerated  aeeoont 
of  bis  discayerles  id  this  part  of  Ameriea,  was 
rathorized  by  his  Coart  to  seareh  for  the  mouths 
of  the  Miesisnppi,  aod  oeeupf  somo  position  on 
its  banks.  This  was  the  object  of  the  maritime 
expedition  with  which  he  sailed  from  France 
under  the  command  of  Beaujeao,  for  the  Qalf  of 
Mexieo,  which  be  entered  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
her,'  1684.  In  the  notes  I  latelf  addressed  you  at 
WashioetoD.  I  stated  the  result  of  this  expedition, 
and  of  toe  labors  of  La  Salle.  Driven  on  the 
ociast  of  the  province  of  Texas,  it  was  with  diffi- 
ealty  this  disiioffaished  adventurer  found  safety 
iti  the  bay  of  St.  Bernard.  He  crossed  by  the 
Trinity  river,  and  ounslructed  a  redoubt  to  defend 
himseif  against  the  Indians;  bat,  not  beto«  able 
to  defend  it,  he  determined  on  abandoning  the 
doamry,  and  was  aasassiaated  by  his  own  party. 
The  Indians  attacked  the  fort  or  redoubt,  in  which 
he  had  left  sotqe  of  his  people,  demolished  it,  and 
massacred  them.  Of  this  unfortuoaie  expedition, 
seven  men  only  eseaped  $  five  of  whom  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  Arkaosas  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1087,  aod  returned  to  Montreal  in  May  following. 
The  others  fouad  their  way  among  the  Cenis  or 
Aainais  Indians. 

I  presume  that  f  have  fully  proved  to  you  in 
my  former  notes  that  this  shipwreck  of  La  Salle 
on  the  coast  of  Texss,  aod  his  entry  into  the  bay 
df  St.  Bernard  and  adjacent  country,  can  give  no 
right  to  Prance  to  that  bay  and  country,  they 
being  already  under  the  dominion  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain.  In  fact,  what  right  could  France  have 
to  extend  herself  from  her  remote  colony  of 
Canada  to  those  territories?  But  Prance  only 
atrtborized  La  Salle  to  search  fur  the  mouths  of 
the  Mississippi,  doubtless  in  the  belief  that  this 
riyer  was  not  within  ih)>  Spanish  possessions.  I 
also  stated  to  you  that  the  most  eieriual  mea- 
i^res  Were  instantly  taken  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Mexreo  and  the  Spanish  Government  to  drive 
the  French  from  any  nosiiion  they  might  have 
occupied  on  theOulf  or  Mexico,  or  tn  the  interior. 
This  was  one  of  the  special  objects  of  the  succes- 
sive expeditions  of  Alooso  de  Leon,  Domingo 
Teran,  nod  GregorlO  Salinas.  I  say  that  this  was 
one  of  the  objects  of  the>e  expeditions,  because 
they  were  likewise  charged  with  fur  mi  ng  different 
esta'btlshments  Hi  the  province  of  Texas,  or  of  the 
MlAais,  and  securing  the  whole  coast  from  any 
ittctirsion  of  foreigners.  They  executed  the  objeci 
of  their  mission ;  so  that  the  French  made  no  far- 
(bet  attempts  from  that  time  to  the  expedition  uf 
Iberville,  tn  1098,  the  period  when  the  French  ikrst 
established  themselves  on  the  Quif  of  Mexico. 
Iberville,  an  exnerlenced  seaman,  who  had  distin- 

fuif>hed  himi*eif  by  his  fonunate  eipedtlion  to 
iudson^  Bay,  in  1697,  appeared  off  PinsacOla 
with  his  8<^oadron,  but.  discovering  that  the  Span- 
iarde  were  occupied  in  furtifyiog  that  place,  he 
shaped  his  con r:«e  for  the  river  uf  Mobile.  He 
entered  it  on  the  Sd  of  February  of  the  same 
year,  and  took  possession  of  Ma>sacre  IMand, 
ivhich  be  called  Dauphin  l.>land.  On  the  2d  of 
March,  1699,  he  entered  the  Mississippi,  and 
ascended  as  high  as  the  Bluffs;  he  there  received 


a  letter  from  the  Chevalier  Tonti,  Vy  which  he 
ascertained  that  this  was  really  the  Mississippfy 
and  that  the  Indian  nations  which  he  had  com- 
raonicated  with  showed  a  very  favorable  disposi- 
tion to  trade  with  the  French.  He  then  retnreed 
to  Mobile,  and,  leatinjf  that  place  in  the  charge 
of  Sauvole  and  Bienville,  proceeded  Co  France  to 

five  an  account  of  his  expedition.  The  Court  of 
>pain,  having  been  already  informed  of  these  en- 
terprises, determined  to  expel  the  French  forever 
from  those  positions,  and  from  all  the  Oulf  dt 
Mexico;  but  this  being  about  to  be  exeeorerf,  the 
death  of  Charles  II.  occurred,  and  the  Duke  o£ 
Aojou  succeeded  to  the  Crown  under  the  name 
of  rhflip  y.  Spain  being  then  embarrassed  witlt 
the  war  of  succession,  and  united  by  a  close 
friendship  with  France,  overlooked  the  establish- 
ment at  Mobile.  In  January,  1700,  Iberville  re- 
turned there,  but  made  no  progress  in  his  project^ 
from  the  want  of  means  and  the  badness  of  the 
climate.  This  feeble  colony  continued  to  lan- 
guish without  »ny  prospect  of  realizing  the  ei^ 
travagaot  eipectattons  at  first  formed  by  the 
French.  Louis  XlY.,  setting  little  value  oa  it, 
conferred  the  entire  property  of  it  on  Crazai,  fa 
1713.  It  is  unnecessary  to  point  oat  the  errors 
and  absurdities  contained  in  the  grant  of  Louis 
XlY.  to  Crozat,  as  I  have  already  stated  them  to 
you  in  detail;  I  shall,  therefore,  only  have  to 
speak  of  the  second  period,  that  of  the  esublish- 
ment  of  this  colony,  and  show  its  prqgress.  La 
Motte  Cond iliac  being  appointed  Governor,  and 
Duclois  intendant  of  this  famous  establishment 
they  formed  with  Crozat  a  supreme  tribunal  for 
all  civil  and  criminal  cases.  It  was  at  that  time 
that  the  excursion  of  the  Frenchman  St.  Dennis 
into  the  interior  of  New  Spain  took  place^  m 
which  he  passed  through  various  Indian  nations 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  In  my 
former  communications  I  stated  what  appeared 
to  be  necessary  on  the  character  and  movemenos 
of  this  celebrated  adventurer.  I  shall  only  add 
here,  that  although  his  npfmrent  object  wss  the 
e^ctablishmeot  of  a  traffic  with  the  people  of  New 
Spain,  yet  it  merefjr  aerved  to  cover  tl»e  design  «f 
exploring  the  Spanish  territories,  and  of  extend- 
ing the  settlements  of  his  countrymen  thereta. 
As  soon  as  his  views  were  discovered,  measnrev 
were  taken  in  Mexico  to  counteract  them,  and 
rigorous  orders  issued  by  the  Court  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  was  this  incident  which  produced 
the  vigorous  measures  of  the  Vieertiy  or  Mexiee^ 
the  Dake  of  Linares,  and  the  despatch  of  the 
troo|>s  and  missionaries  to  the  province  of  Texaa, 
forming  the  fifth  expedition  of  the  Spaniards  to 
that  provinee-Hi  fact  which  serves  as  a  oom(Aeiff 
refoiation  of  all  that  has  been  advanced  by  Da 
Praiz  and  other  French  writers.  Akmzo  de  Leon 
informed  the  Spanish  Governor  Aiarconne,  from 
Tfxas.  on  the  21st  Miiy,  1717,  that  he  had  josi 
founded  two  establishments  there,  one  of  them 
within  tea  leagues  of  the  Natchitoos;  aad  that 
he  was  about  to  proceed  to  the  Caudachos  in  con- 
sequence of  having  received  in  for  ma  lion  that  tke 
French  were  endeavoring  to  make  a  aetilement 
there,  and  that  there  were  already  Ceo  men  of  luv 
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attioB  amoDff  the  Ntteliitoiit.  Th«  ehieC  objwt 
ia  forming  ibis  Sptiuali  acttlenntac  wis  to  ob^ 
terfe  aod  ehmk  the  Ffcocb ;  ond  it  wta  soon  of- 
fer iocreased  by  tbe  eonttruelioa  of  a  foti  callefl 
Bao  Miguel  de  lot  Adaes,  which  was  garritooed 
by  a  comptteat  foroa. 

St.  Deoois  promoted  the  settlemeot  of  sevaral 
FreaoboieB  amoDg  the  Natehitoos,  for  the  pur-. 

Jiose  of  serWogas  an  tatermediary  point  in  bis 
ouroeys  to  Che  Rlo<}raDde.  He  called  thiff  set- 
tlemeot Sao  Mi^ael,  and  this  gave  rise  to  the 
error  of  Cbacnptgiiy,  who  has  eoufouaded  this 
aaltry  estabHohneBi  with  that  of  tba  Adaes. 
That  which  was  farmed  by  the  Freach  caanot  be 
coBstdeKd  of  any  imponaace  aatil  May,  1717, 
whea  the  Qovemor  of  Mobile  first  sent  a  com- 
maodant  with  a  party  of  ten  men  as  a  ffarrison, 
at  wfaieh  time  the  Spanish  fort  of  the  Adaas  was 
already  bnilt*  Bach  was  the  origin  of  the  French 
seuiemeot  mud  fort  atNsiebitoche^— the  oaly  ae- 
qQisitioo  m*de  by  the  colony  of  Btloii,  or  Mobile, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  RioRozo,(Red  rirer,) 
noder  Crocat  dr  tiw  Westarn-Company.  In  1718, 
the  company  laid  the  foundation  of  New  Orleans, 
to  which  the  general  gortrameot  of  the  colony 
was  transferred  in  1721^  and  the  sHtlement  at 
Bilozi  abandoned.  )n  Jaae,  1728,  Blenrille  en- 
deavored to  take  possession  of  the  bay  of  8t.  Jo- 
aeph}  bat,  being  oppoaed  by  Salinas,  theShaoish 
GoTornor  of  Peasacoia,  he  desisted  from  nb  ai- 
tempt.  Tbns  the  eolonv  went  on  without  mak- 
ing anf  progresi  oaiil  the  Franeh  company, 
dred  out  with  the  disasters  and  losses  it  bad  saf- 
Hired  in  the  wan  with  the  neighboring  lodtaas, 
and  convinced  of  the  inntilityof  thnt' establish- 
ment, sorrondeMd  their  priTilege  to  the  Crown 
in  1730  or  1784,  which  forms  the  last  period  of 
that  colony. 

I  havo  made  no  mention  of  tbe  French  settle* 
ments  in  tbe  Arkansas  and  the  Illinois,  as  Ihej 
were  formod  by  pvople  from  Caaada,  and  toler- 
nled  by  Spain  mereiy  as  places  oooopied  for  the 
Borpooe  of  trading  with  the  Indians,  beeaase, 
from  the  reaaoas  I  hnTo  touched  on,  it  is  erident 
that  France  could  hare  no  right  to  oooupy  them 
hut  throogh  the  peffluwiim  or  toleratioa  of  Spain. 
Louis  XIY.  had  declared  to  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's GhiYeinmsnt  that  he  occupied  Mobile  nnd 
other  places  in  thai  region  solely  with  a  Tiew  to 
nid  Spain  in  case  af  a  war  with  tbe  Soglish; 
and  having  requentcd  permission  of  His  Gatholie 
Majestf  to  keep :n  force  at  Mobile  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  was  refused,  by  thendvice  of  the  Council 
of  the  Indies.  Thestinationof  the  French  colony 
did  not  improve  under  the  immediate  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government ;  part  of  it  was  ceded 
by  His  Catholic  Majestj  to  Bagland,  in  1763; 
and  the  other  part,  that  is,  the  ciiy  and  isUad  of 
New  Orleans,  was,  as  you  koow,  ceded  and  de- 
livered to  Spain  in  1760*    That  colonf  was  con- 
siderably improved  in  the  hands  of  Spaio,  bv  the 
establishment  of  savetal  new  settlemeats.   It  was 
tetroceded,  together  with  them,  to  France  in  1800, 
by  virtue  of  a  treaty,  In  whicn  it  was  stipulated 
that  Spain  retroccded  it  with  the  same  extent  it 
had  whan  in  the  pomesstoo  of  Fir|tfioe,mid  whiah 


it  hnd  at  the  eoa^uaion  of  ifant  treaty  in  4ha 
hands  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  I  coDsider  aH  I 
have  akeady  stated  to  you  on  this  point  as  i^ 
peated  here;  and  I  shall  oaly  %idj  that  although 
the  secret  convention  for  the  ceesioo  of  Louisi* 
aaa  to  Spain  was  concluded  in  1768,  the  tUFO 
high  eoutraotiog  parties  reserved  to  fheovselvea 
the  right  of  afterwards  agreeing  on  the  suitable 
time  lor  its  delivery  to  Spain  $  in  oooseqaenee 
of  whieb,  France  continued  in  possession  of  it 
oniil  1769.  As  this  act  is  undisputed,  and  coea- 
pleted  and  realised  the  cession,  it  is  dear  thiit  it 
could  not  comprehend  the  territories  ceded  Mt, 
ycaia  before  to  Great  Britain.  As  a  further 
proof,  we  have  to  adduce  the  royal  cedula  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  issued  at  Bkrctlona,  and 
cooMMiDieated  to  the  French  OoverameiM,  in 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  declares  that  he  r«- 
troceded  Lonislana  with  the  same  extent  it  had 
when  ha  received  it  from  France;  which  deela* 
ration  eerves  as  an  addition  to  the  Treaty  of  St. 
Ildefiinso,  nnd  sras  coafsrmed  to  by  the  French 
Government,  who  made  use  of  the  said  royal 
cedula  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  taking  pes* 
session  of  the  province  thus  retroccded,  wiibout 
anv  oUier  claim  or  demand  on  their  part. 

iar  the  simple  epitome  which  1  have  prescand 
of  the  principle  and  progress  of  the  French  set- 
tlements fa  this  part  of  the  American  cooiiacfkt, 
I  have  only  tooched  on  the  eapiul  polau.  such 
as  are  aomeieat  to  remove  all  grounds  of  the 
present  dispute.  I  am  readv  to  prove  in  the  meet 
ample  manner  all  that  I  nave  advanced,  bf  m 
multitude  of  indisputable  doeumcats,  whicn  I 
will  ntodnce,  if  necessnry,  tbe  moment  4hat  It 
may  no  agreeable  to  youj  aad  you  will  infoim 
me  of  your  wish  to  coafront  them  with  what  I 
have  smted.  AH  the  errors  which  have  heeu 
dissemioated  in  the  narratives  and  maps  of  the 
French  authors,  and  other  Cbreiffoers  'Whc  hnvc 
committed  sucn  enormous  deviations  through 
ignomnce,  interest,  or  the  ioftuencc  of  natibiud 
prejudice,  will  then  be  correotedj  aad  the  fact 
established  beyond  all  doubt  that  France  never 
possessed  nnytfaing  to  the  left  of  tbe  Miisiesippf ; 
and  that  to  tbe  right,  she  held  the  posts  of  Nat- 
chitochei,  Natehea,  Arkansas,  and  the  IltlnolSy 
solelv  by  the  permission  or  toleration  of  SpaiUi 
as  I  have  before  stated.  The  settlementB  at  Opc- 
lousas,  Avoyellee,  and  Attakanas,  were  net  yet 
formed  io  1768,  as  is  admitted  aud  affirmed  bf 
M.  Bosstt,  of  tbe  French  navy,  who  did  notleay% 
Louisiaoa  until  that  year,  and  who  afterWarde 
published  his  voyages  to  the  West  ladies;  nor 
were  there  aay  commandaatsof  those  settlementa 
appointed  by  that  Government,  except  under  the 
dominion  or  Spain.  La  Foorebe,  which  is  situ- 
ated much  nearer  to  New  Orleans,  was  only  he- 
gun  to  be  occupied  by  the  French  in  1763.  Vt^ 
fmond,  a  Frenchman,  established  himself  on  the 
river  Ouachita,  or  the  Black  river,  (Rio  Negro^) 
daring  the  second  period  of  Louisiana,  by  occu- 
pying a  small  valley ;  but  this  private  setUemcnt 
was  not  kept  up,  but  afterwards  abandoned. 
What  took  place  at  tbe  Arkansas,  IIMnois,  and 
tnc  Bliseonri,  could  give  Ffance  no  right  what- 
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•fCQ  to  the  potu  whicb  the  luipptQtd  to  esuiblish 
Md  rot&iDiaDd  whiek  w«re  noi  elaimed  by  Sptin. 
iJi  the  rest  ooold  not  be  oooaidered  as  an  iate- 

Sai  part  of  Freaeh  Loaisiana^  aotil  the  period  of 
a  cession  to  Bngkadj  and  of  the  resiitotion  aod 
deliverer  to  Spain.  It  is,  therefore,  easf  to  ascer* 
tain  and  determine  what  was  the  extent  of  Lou- 
iaiana  in  the  poeaession  of  the  French,  and  wiiat 
were  its  exact  bonodaries.  Moreorer,  although 
4he  hypothesis  be  admitted  that  she  had  or  mi^t 
hare  some  right  to  other  parts  of  this  rast  conn- 
Ujt  she  transferred  it  to  Boglaod  by  the  cession 
ahe  made  of  it  in  1763;*  and  when  Spain  aeoilired 
from  Boglsitd  the  territory  eeded  to  the  latter, 
she  incioded  therein  this  right,  sach  as  it  might 
be.  Haviag  retroceded  to  France  in  1800  only 
what  ahe  had  reeei^ed  from  her,  it  is  erident 
that  she  could  not  restore  to  her  this  pretended 
liftkt  Under  whaterer  aspect,  therefore,  we 
new  the  qnestion,  the  rights  hitherto  sustained 
by  the  Qofernment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in 
the  present  dispute  reoiain  unquestionable.  I 
allude  to  them  merely  to  glre  you  the  most  sat- 
isfactory proofs  of  this  truth,  and  to  estabUsh,  in 
reapeet  to  the  uH  potniHU^  or  state  of  possession 
in  1763  and  1769,  the  basis  which  it  is  indispen^ 
aaUe  to  lay  down  for  the  general  and  definitive 
settlement  of  all  pending  differences  between  the 
two  Qof ernments.  In .  that  basis  will  likewise 
be  comprehended  all  the  augmentation  with 
which  Spain  delivered  Louisiana  to  France,  and 
aU  that  by  treaties  or  other  lawful  acts  has  been 
«eded  to  the  United  States. 

His  Majesty,  carrying  his  particular  consider^ 
atien  for  the  United  States,  and  his  sincere  de- 
sire to  meet  the  wishes  of  your  Qorernment,  as 
far  aa  is  compatible  with  the  righu  and  dignity 
of  his  Crown,  has  authorized  me  to  remove  the 
ptincipal  difficulties,  and  toofier  the  Government 
of  this  Republic  the  liberal  proposals  which  I 
Jiave  the  honor  to  enclose  in  a  separate  paper. 

If  these  proposals  should,  as  I  nope,  appear  ad- 
missible and  satisfactory  to  your  Government, 
aU.the  rest  which  it  will  be  requisite  to  change^ 
or  add,  to  perfect  the  definitive  adiustment  be- 
tween the  two  Powers,  cannot  fail  to  follow  of 
course,  and  be  easy  to  arrange.  Finally,  if  there 
should  arise  any  difficulty  or  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  the  President  upon  any  one  of  them,  which  I 
can  remove  or  clear  op,  I  shall  be  happy  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  it,  and  most  cheerfully  do 
for  that  purpose  whatever  may  be  within  the 
limits  of  my  powers  and  instructions.  I  conceive 
that,  what  I  now  propose  is  best  calculated  to  con- 
eiliale  all  the  different  views  and  claims,  and  to 
adjust  all  pending  differences  upon  just  aod  lib- 
eral principles}  it  beiafl^  evident,  moreover,  that 
the  advantages  are  wholly  in  favor  of  the  United 
States. 

In  concluding  this  note,  I  beg  leaye  to  repeat 
that  if,  before  we  agree  on  what  is  requisite  to 
effect  the  desired, arrangement,  and  with  a  view 
to  proceed  to  it  with  a  mdre  perfect  conviction 
of  the  oj^questioaable  rights  of  each  one  of  the 
two  Powers,  you  should  think  it  advisable  that 
we  should  modify  and  correct  any  points  staled 


in  the  present  note,  by  the  prodoatioB  and  exam- 
ination of  the  documentary  proofa  which  I  have 
offered,  I  am  ready  to  submit  them  the  SMment 
I  receive  such  intimation  from  yon. 

In  the  meantime,  I  repeat  the  nssaranecsof 
my  respect,  and  pray  Ood  to  preserve  you  many 

VABH 

LUIS  DE  ON18. 

TrimfUUion  of  jmipo»UUm»  rteamd  m  Mr.  Omi% 
kUer  of  Otiober  %i,  I81& 

1.  The  United  States  declare  that  they  deeply 
regret  the  violation  of  the  Spaniah  terrttory  by 
the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Jack- 
son, aad  that,  it  being  done  witkout  their  orders, 
and,  as  the  GKeneral  states,  with  n  view  of  tcrm^ 
nating  more  pronoptly  the  war  against  tke  lik^ 
dians,  the  United  States  will  restore  the  lowa  of 
Pensacola,  and  the  forte  of  Bamncaa  and  St. 
Mark,  and  the  other  territory  occupied  by  their 
troops  in  the  Floridas,  to  the  Spnnish  officers 
duly  authorized  by  His  Catholic  fidajesty  to  uke 
posaession  of  them :  the  United  States  being  an- 
s  verable,  as  is  just,  for  the  iojuriea  eauaed  by  the 
incursions  of  the  troops  of  the  Union,  as  weU  lo 
the  Crowe  of  Spain  as  to  its  subjects;  upon 
which  point  the  proper  stipulations  shall  be  in- 
serted in  the  treaty. 

2.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  give  an  eminent 
proof  of  his  generosity,  aad  of  the  desire  which 
animatea  him  to  strengthen  the  tiesof  firiendahip 
and  of  good  understanding  with  the  United  States^ 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  di&rences  which  now 
exist  between  the  two  Governments,  cedes  to 
them,  in  full  property  aad  sovereignty,  the  prov* 
inees  of  Bast  and  West  Floridn,  with  ail  their 
towns  and  forts,  such  as  they  were  ceded  bj 
Great  Britain  in  1783,  and  with  the  limiu  wki^ 
designated  them  in  the  treaty  of  limits  aod  navi- 

Sttion  concluded  between  Spain  and  the  United 
tates  on  the  87th  October,  1796.  The  donations 
or  sales  of  lands  made  by  the  Government  of  Hia 
Majesty,  or  by  legal  authorities,  until  this  uuk^ 
are,  nevertheless,  to  be  recognised  aa  valid. 

3.  To  avoid  all  cause  of  dispute  in  future,  the 
limits  of  the  respective  possessions  of  both  Got* 
emmeots  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  shall  be 
desi|l[nated  by  a  line,  beginning  oa  the  Gulf  t^ 
Mexico,  between  the  rivers  Mermento  aad  Cal- 
casia,  following  the  Arroyo  Hondo,  between  the 
Adaesand  Natchitoches,  crossing  the  Rio  or  Red 
river  at  the  38d  degree  of  latitude,  and  93d  of 
longitude  from  London,  according  to  Melish^ 
map,  and  thence  running  directly  north,  crocsing 
the  Arkansas,  the  White,  and  the  Osage  rivera, 
till  it  surikes  the  Missouri,  and  then  followiag  th« 
middle  of  that  river  to  its  source,  so  that  the  ter- 
ritory on  the  right  bank  of  the  said  river  will 
belong  to  Spain,  and  that  on  the  left  bank  to  the 
United  Sutes.  The  navigation,  as  well  of  thn 
Missouri  as  of  the  Mississippi  and  Mermento^ 
shall  remain  free  to  the  subjecte  of  both  parties. 
To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  place 
the  landmarks  which  shall  designate  exactly  the 
limite  of  botk  nations,  each  of  the  contiaetiii|( 
parties  shall  appoint  a  commissioaer  and  a  ani^ 
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▼•701^  wko.tbtll  oiMt  btfiira  tK«  ttfrmiiMiKm  of 
ooe  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  tbit 
treatf,  at  Natcbitoehee,  00  tbe  Red  river,  and 
proceed  tcran  aod  mark  the  said  line  iQ  con- 
formity to  what  ia  above  agreed 'Opo»  and  stipu- 
lated; tbe^  eball  make  oat  plane  and  keep  jour- 
nals of  their  preeeedlaga;  and  the  result,  aareed 
upon  by  tieai,  shall  be  eooaidered  as  part  of  this 
treaty,  aad  shail  have  the  same  force  as  if  ic 
were  iosected  therein.  Tbe  two  GoTeromente 
will  amieaUy  agree  respetiiog  tbe  necessary 
articles  to  be  fornisbed  to  these  persons,  aad  also 
ss  to  their  respoeiive  escorts,  sboald  sncb  be 
deemed  necessary. 

4«  The  two  oontracting*  parties,  animated  by 
the  mast  siacere  desire  of  conciliation,  and  wiib 
Jie  view  of  eradicating  all  the  disensslbns  which 
sist  between  Uien»,  and  to  hasten  tbe  conclosion 
>f  a  definitive  wid  prompt  arrangement,  fe|y  which 
tbe  good  underftanding  tliey  desire  perpetoallv 
to  msimain  with  each  other  may  be  strengthened, 
reciprocally  ranomice  all  claims  for  damages  or 
Djaries  wbich  they  themselves,  or  their  respect- 
▼e  sobjeeai  or  ddzena,  may  have  suflTered,  of 
vbatsoever  natare  tbey  may  be,  whether  they 
lave  or  bsva  not  been  presented  or  made  until 
his  data^  so  that  they  are  to  be  considered  as 
intireiy  cnacelled  and  adjasted.  excepting  those 
rbicb  are  specified  in  first  article. 

5.  The  tveaty  of  limits  and  of  navigation  of 
799  remaiBB  In  force,  in  all  and  each  one  of  its 
nicies ;  bnt  to  avoid  qnesttons  in  facure  as  to 
li^  meaning  of  tike  fifteenth  article,  in  wh4ch  it 
I  stipulated  that  the  itg  shall  cover  the  proper- 
f,  tbe  two  high  cotttmcting  pavties  agree  that 
bis  may  be  so  understood  witn  respect  to  those 
Wers  who  recognise  this  principle;  but,  if  one 
f  tbe  belligerents  sboald  not  recognise  it  the 
bove  cited  olause  of  tbe  said  fifteenth  article 
hall  not  remain  obligstory  on  either  of  the  two 
oatractiag  parties,  who  may  act  as  they  think 
»roper  00  this  point,  without  giving  room  for 
om plaints  or  ciaitfis,  or  being  considered  as  in- 
ringing  the  before*mentiooed  fifteenth  attide. 

6.  Although  the  two  high  contracting  parties 
•Uige  themselves  to  cause  the  stipulations  con* 
lined  in  this  treaty,  and  in  that  of  limits  and 
avigatioD  of  1795,  to  be  complied  frith  in  all 
heir  parte,  nevertheless,  desirous  of  avoiding  all 
toubt  or  mtsimerpretation  of  their  respeetive 
leases,  they  oblige  tiiemselves  to  make  the  dee- 
imttons  or  laws  requisite  for  the  most  exact  ob* 
ervaoea  of  all  that  is  above  stipulated,  as  good 
lith  and  the  honor  of  both  Governments  require, 
idopling  the  most  efficacious  measures  to  remedy 
und  cat  Qp  by"  the  roots  the  abuses  which,  eon- 
rary  to  the  laws  of  nadons^  and  contrary  to  what 
s  expressly  stipulated  ia  tbe^  trinity  of  1796,  above 
»ted,  daily  oooor  in  some  ports  in  this  ITnion.  in 
sonsequence  of  the  vague  aad  arbitrary  interpre- 
tation which,  it  seems,  the  measures  until  now 
idopted  are  sosceptible  of^  aad  by  which  means 
ihe  law  is  eludedt 

7.  In  cooaidemtion  of  the  sacrifices  which  His 
Catbotic  liajeety  naakes  by  depriting  himself,  in 
favoc  of  the  United  States^  of   the  important 


provinces  <3i  the  two  Floridas,  to  satisfy  aad  to*, 
caacel  forever  all  their  daisiis,  tbe  United  States 
will  certify,  ia  doe  ft>rm,  that  thev  have  not  re^ 
ceived  anr  compensation  from  France  for  the 
injuries  thev  suffered  from  her  privateers,  con*> 
snis,  and  tribunals,  on  the  coasts  and  in  tbe  portd 
of  Spain;  and  the^  will  present  an  aiKhentic 
statement  of  the  prises  made,  and  of  their  tra»: 
valae,  that  Spain  may  claim  from  Pranee  the«' 
return  of  this  ameant. 


Tkt  Secretary  of  Stale  to  Don  Lmu  de  Onie^ 

DBPJJiTMaNT  OF  Stats, 

Watkingion,  October  31, 1818: 

81a :  Your  letter  of  the  lith  instant,  aad  th^ 
proposals  coniained  in  it,  offered  as  the  basis  of  a 
treaty  for  tbe  adjostment  of  all  the  subjects  in 
discussion  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
have  been  received,  and  laid  before  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

I  am  directed  by  him  to  forbear  entering  Into 
any  examination  of  the  historical*  disonisition* 
cOncevnittg  the  original  pretensions  of  Spain  to* 
all  the  territories  bordering  on  the  Qnff  of  Mexi^ 
CO.  and  the  whole  eountrv  included  in  the  French 
colony  of  Louisiana,  wnich  you  have  thought 
proper  to  introduce  into  your  note.  The  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  ail 
the  waters  fiowing  into  it,  and  to  all  the  territo-' 
ries  watered  by  them,  remains  as  entire  and  nu- 
sbsken  by  anything  now  adduced  by  you  as  by 
aay thing  which  had  ever  preceded  it  in  the  die-^ 
cussions  between  the  two  Gbvernments.  It  is 
established  beyond  the  power  of  further  contro- 
versy ;  nor  could  it  answer  any  useful  purposetO' 
reproduce  proofs  which  have  already  more  than 
once  been  shown,  and  wbich,  remaining  unim-^ 
paired,  must  henceforth  be  considered  bv  the 
United  States  as  not  susceptible  of  refatatfon* 

In  confining  my  attention  to  the  pronosttions 
which  you  omt  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  I  have  te 
observe  that  any  further  proceedings  upon  the 
first  of  them  have  been  rendered  unnecessary  by 
the  determination  promptly  taken  by  this  uov- 
ernment,  and  communicated  -  to  you.  to  restorei 
the  forts  of  Barancas  and  St.  Mark,  together 
with  Pecsacola,  to  any  person  duly  amfaorized 
by  yon,  or  otherwise  by  your  Qovernment  to  re-' 
ceive  them.  You  have  been  informed  of  the 
evidence  inculpating  the  Governors  of  those' 
plajces,  not  only  as  bavinff  utterly  neglected  ta 
carry  into  eiiect  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of 
1795.  by  whieh  Spain  was  bound  to  restrain,  by 
force,  the  Indians  within  her  territories  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  United  States 
or  their  citizens,  but  as  having  deeply  partici<- 
pated  In  the  hostilities  of  those  same  lodians.' 
z  ou  have  been  informed  that  these  were-  the 
real  and  only  caused  of  the  occupation  of  those 
plaees  by  the  commander  cxf  the  American  forces. 
Under  these  circuinstances,  however,  the  United- 
States  may  regret  the  necessity  of  that  occupa- 
tion, it  is  for  the  Spanish  officers  themselves  to- 
answer  to  their  own  Sovereign  for  the  conae-' 
quences  of  their  own  conduct  5  and  tbe  forbear- 
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nmte  of  the  Untied  Bioai,  m  irt II  tm  tbeir  tfr- 
8|^t  for  tbe  fighiu  wid  «be  honor  of  8p«i0|  oiio 
mfficieotly  manifested  bv  their  readiocis  to  le- 
akwe  tbe  poetefisioD,  and  to  eooHgo  to  oblivion 
the  bosiiie  eoadaet  of  those  offioffs  of  His  Oath* 
olic  Migesty. 

Tbe  ttselcfisneas  of  tmj  atipoktiqn  on  4b6  aob- 
jaot  of  this  fitat  propoaicioa  it  farther  deoMD* 
•tfated  hy  tbe  nature  of  the  aecond,  in  which  fo» 
mnnouQce  your  authority  to  pede  all  the  proferty 
and  soyereignty  possessed  by  Spain  io  and  over 
the  Floridas.  The  effect  of  this  measure  being 
necessarily  to  remove  all  cause  of  cootentiou  be- 
cween  the  contraatiog  partiea  with  regard  to  the 
possession  of  thaaa  tet riiorics,  and  to  everything 
incidental  lo  them,  it  would  be  uporsethgn  super- 
fliious  to  stipulate  for  restoring  them  to  Spun  io 
the  vary  )i<reaty  by  which  they  a«e  to  be  oeded 
io  full  sovereignty  and  possession  to  tbe  United 
Suites.  Neither  can  tbe  United  States  recognise 
09  valid  all  the  grants  of  lend  until  this  limoi  and 
At  ihe  same  time  reoounqe  all  their  claimsi  and 
d^oee  of  their  citisens,  for. damages  and  ii^uriea 
siwtained  by  thaas,  and  for  the  reparation  .W 
wbiah  Spain  is  answerable  to  them.  It  is  well 
ksnwA  to  you,  sir,  that  n^otice  has  been  given  by 
|b«  B&iaister  of  the  United  Sutes  ia  Spain  to 

Jour  Government  that  all  the  grants  of  land 
kleiynlieged  to  have  been  made  by  yourOov- 
ernmont  within  thoae  territories  mffst  be  can* 
ofiUed,  unless  your  GU^veriiDaent  should  prnvide 
anrn^  oth^r  adtqaate  fund,  from  which  t^e  claims 
apore  referred  to  of  the  United  StaAes  and  their 
ailiiaens  may  ha  saUs^ed. 

.  I^rom  the.  answers  of  Pon  Jioso  Pisarro  to  this 
itatiae,  wo  have  •  leasofi  to  expect  that  you  will 
bo  asnsible  of  that  ncoessity,  and  that  some  time 
miisft  be  agreed  upon  subsequaat  to  which  no 
grant  of  the  lands  within  the  territories  in  f|ttfs- 
tiop  shall  he  considered  as  valid. 

The  boundary  line  proposed  by  yoUiWe^tof 
Ihe  Mississippi,  can  as  little  be  assented  to  by  tha 
United  States*  Instead  of  it,  I  am  autboriaod  to 
pnapoae  to  you  the  following,  and  ^  asaure  yon 
that  it  iti  to  be  considered  as  the  final  offer  on  the 
Itart  of  the  United  States: 

Beginning  ai  the  mouth  of  the  liyer  Sabine, 
on  the  Quit  of  Mexico^  foUo wing  the  coMrse  of 
said  river  to  the  thirt-y-aeoond  degree  of  la  it  tudo) 
the  eastsrn  bank  and  all  the>  islands  in  said  river 
tfi  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  the  western 
blink  to  Spain ;  thence^  doe  north,  to  the  north- 
ecnmost  part  of  the  thirtv-third  degree  of  no^ih 
latitude,  and  until  it  suikes  the  iTio  Roxo,  4ir 
IJM  river  J  thence,  following  the  course  of  the 
said  river,  to  ito  source,  touching  the  chain  of 
the  Snow  mountains,  in  latitude  thirty-seven 
degrees  twent)[-five  minutes  north^  longitude  one 
hiiodred  and  six  deforces  fifteen  minutes  wies(,  or 
toereaboots,  as  marked  on  Melish's  map  i  tbeaice 
to  the  summit  of  the  said  mountains,  and  follow- 
ing the  chain  of  the  same  to  the  forty*ffist  par- 
aUel  of  latitude;  thence,  following  the  said  par^ 
allel  of  latitude  forty-one  degrees,  to  the  Sooth 
aea*  The  northern  hank  of  the  s^id  Red  rivar, 
and  «ii  t^«  islands  themni^obalo^g  (o  the  Uaii^ 


fttMaSy.Mid  ^»  apuihaw  kMk  of  aha  an«e 
Spain. 

It  is  bdievad  that  this  line  wiU  leader  the 
pointmeni  ef  oemmiasinnees  for  ising  it 
precisely  nnnaoeaiary,  oniaes  ii  he  fisr  the  pnc^ 
pose  of  asceriainiiig  fhe  spot  wheiw  the  mer  Bn- 
bine  falls  upon  latisnde  this tt-urwdegiees notth, 
and  the  line  thence  due  north  a»  So  Uae.lM.rivBr, 
and  the  point  of  Intitude  forty  onedegnaes  noeUi 
oa  the  Mdge  of  the  Snow  meoniaina ;  to  which 
appoint aMnt- of  commissionam  chb  flensinmsiHi 
will  readily  Mree. 

The  Unitc4  Statca  will  mi—  to  .the  yrofoenl 
that  tbe  contracting  parties  shnll  aMlnallf  re* 
nouaae  all  elainis  Sot  dama^  or  iajaries  whieli 
they.  Aheir  citinensi  or  sohjecsa,  Jinve  vcecivei. 
Gram  eanh  other,  until  the  ditte  of  the  trcniy ;  st 
being  onderatood  that  all  g sanie  of  lands  te  eny 
part  of  the  terciieries  lo  beeeded  hf  Spniii  le  the 
United  States  aubae(|«ent  to  the  year  ISQS  nteia 
be  held  null  and  f  ein. 

Tlus  rennaeiation  on  the  pan  nf  ilie  United 
States  will  he  andefstood  io  extend— 

1st.  Tonll  tlie  caasa  provided  far  ky  tlw  con- 
vention of  IW^ 

3d.  To  all  eaaas  of  .claima  on  ^reawif  ef  eapr 
turea  by  Fraach  privateeie,  end  iCPiHlemnBtiana 
by  French  oonsuM,  wifthin  the  tcvriaaiial  )«■»> 
diction  of  Spain. 

3d«  To  all  claiqis  ef  indemnitiea^  mi  neaoHit 
of  the  suspension  of  She  right  of  dopoaiat  ns  Hew 
Of  Lsansi  in  1803. 

4th.  Aodtoallelaiaiaof.eiiieeoejoftbeUnisid 
States  upon  the ^veramaat a/  H|Miiii, emtewwaai 
of  whiohyOolioiMng  the  iamrfeaittMa  of  ihe>Qovw 
einment  of  the  Uniled  Saalaa,  ahaii  knee  ibeaa, 
beloie  the  dans  of  this  tnsntyyatnd  einen  tke  dam 
of  the  convention  of  1903,  picaented  eUher  lo  tba 
I>apartment  of  Slate- of  the  United  SaBlea,orsn 
the  Minister  of  the  Uaited  States  in  Spnui ;  hat 
not  to  alalms  wkichihe  Individnnlaaf  tke  United 
States  nsay  baveegaiast  thoeaof  Bpein,  ne  against 
the  Spanish  Qoveinineot,  en  any  etker  nnaee'ns. 

The  United  fiUates  will  exonasate  aimi  Aean 
all  dsmands  in  futnca  on  aeopant  4>f  tie  above* 
iDentionod  olaims,  and  uadeniahe  to  WMka  rrrfr 
fitcMon  for  tfkB  same  to  aa  ameufit  nwt  exceadaec 
five  s^illioes  of  dollars. 

To  asaadain  the  fitli  amonnt  nnd  vmladity  eC 
those  olaims,  a  camqaissiani  to  eonait t  inf  ikete 
commissioaersi  ahaU  be  appointed  by  tlie  Pcan* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  and  wiHi  liie  ndeioe 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  $  wbieb  rnmmiMian 
shall  meet  at  Wnshingtan,  and  within  the  aisen 
of  three  years  ahnll  receiae,ic«anMne,  end  dnasin 
upon  thenmountand  validity  of  all  alainwaoeilnA 
within  the  deaoriptions  aheve«inettttomML  Am 
the  Spaniah  Qoaarement  ahnll  fnraiab  nil  epcli 
documaois  and  elucidations  ,i^  >Qinjr  be  in  tiseia 
possession,  for  the  adinsteMnt  ef  the  eaid  cinimML 
aeoordiog  to  the  priaeipLes  ef  jiistien j  the  any 
dooumeets  to  hespaeified  when  deaanndhrd  sm  ite 
instance  of  the  said  commissionaca* 

Youriifth  propesiiioe  is,  that  ihe.toaniy  ef  Unn- 
its  and  navigation  of  1735  ahnll  reaanan  in  ft 
^  alia^  eaek  of  titaeniiilei^ariib  tbn 
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of  cbM  fvi  ftf  4ke:filit«Dti  .afti^ilewiiieh  tdpvh 
UiM  /Aa<  f Ae  /(V  ^^^  ^^^"^  ^  yroyei-ly. 

Th4  dd,  3d,  iib,  8Ut»  ami  the  Me»iid  eUmtof 
thB  22d  ariieWf  of  tlw  ireotjF  of  .1786^  hovtt  either 
received  iheif  eetiiflezeeuttoOy  mm!  eao  »o  loafer 
be  considered  ae  refaaiaiaa  iAfiH«e,of  hare  been 
rendered  ioo^rative  bysubseqaenteyeBts.  What- 
ever relatca  is  then  to  llmiie  or  <o  the  aarif  a- 
tioa  W*  ttt  Miecinippi,  has  been  exiingoialKd  by 
the  cevioB  of  JLoaieiaaa  toFxaoce,  had  by  her 
to  the  Uaiied  Biales}  with  ihe  ezeeptioa  of  the 
line  between  iho  United  fitatocand  Rlodda,  which 
will  aiflo  be  waiioUed  by  4ha  cteeioo  of  Florida^ 
whioh  yoQ  now  itrofioee.  I  am  aiuhortaed  to 
agiee  to  the  ooniriaalioo  and  ceoofoition  of  all 
the  reflMiii^^  actielec  of  that  treaty  ae  ettll  in 
fbrce,  and  to  aaetnt  to  the  esoaptioa  pioposed  by 
f  ou  of  part  of  the  fifoenth  actieir,:to  tiiie  eaEteni: 
ihet  if,  heieafierf  either  of  theoontactinff  parlies 
ihall  be  at  war  with  la  third  party,  aad  m  other 
oeiKral,  the  fiag  of  the  aedtcal  ahall  oorer  ihe 
property  of  eftomiee  whose  QoTonmeots  oeeof- 
^ise  the  sane  prtneiple,  and  not  o£  oihere. 

Yoor  siMh  )^poaition  ii  iaadmiitible.  The 
LFoited  Statee  do  noi  know  that  any  addjttiowii 
•we  or  doelaratioaa  are  neotawry  loaeeiue  the 
Mfiknoat,  on  iha  part  of  Spain,  of  her  enaaffe» 
aente  in  llie  tseaiy  of  1795.  Noaeroos  and  jost 
IS  their  oonapiaints  iuire  heen  of  the  violattoae 
if  (bat  taeaif,  ttnder  thowithoiity  of  flpaio,  thoy 
oneidet  iha  Bpanieh  .qmwemnieni  fiiMy  conape 
ea&i  to  mtdHi  pepaeatioa  for  cheB,.^ad  to  sfoaee 
^  Autbfol-obeeeraaaeiif  "their  eayagcwwrits  in 
iiure  trilhoac  a»w  lawn  ar  daelaraiioai*  iNor  are: 
bey  jtwareof  Aoy  fsgueof  aihiirasy-inMrpreta* 
ioa  iA  4May  al  the  potie:of  thia  Union,  bf  erhieb, 
loouanr  to  the  lawa  of  astioM,  or  to  the  etipnla- 
lone  of  the  treaty  of  17fll,iiie  lav  isoladod.  The 
aterprolatioa  or  eoaatrttotioa.  giTeaio  tho  scmi* 
Riioaa  oi  ibe  .troaty  of  1795  withia  the  Untied 
Mat^e  ia  aiibieai  to  the  daekioae  of  the  judieiai 
ribitniia  ^the  Uaiied  Biaiee,  wihoare  boood  to 
oaeider  all  traaties  jh  the  aopcome  law  of  the 
MuL  fri»eir  .piaeac4ings.ara  ail  pnblie,  aad  their 
lecistotts  upon  all  qaattioos  of  interpretation  are 
eeorded  aad  pahliehed*  In  this  theve  ie  surciy 
othiaiT  VMcae  or  atbi^rary;  nothiBg  vcquiriag 
AW  lawa  or  deoiarationa.  Of  the  maaj  eom- 
lainu  whioh  yoa  hawo  addreesed  to  thie  dor'* 
roaaoDi  In  lalaiion  to  alleged  tipofaotioas  uioor 
•oris,  tlie  deioieMy  has  beaa,  aoc  In  the  aocaakir 
r  tntorproiatioa  of  iha  ireaiy,  hot  in  the  preots 
if  tbe fiaala whiohyoB hpne stated, or  whiefa  hatfte 
leoB  repoHmi  bo  yoa,  to  hring  the  eases  of  com- 
ilaint  within  the  scope  of  the  stipoiations  of  the 

Eoaty^. 

In  «onaadeikitidn  of  the  oasaioa  of  th^  J'Jendas 
if  Spaiifef  to.iedrees:aad'€attcel  the  clatms  of  the 
loitcdiStatee  and  their  eiticeas  open  flpaio.aod 
ikwa^s  ttodeistood  that  the  late  g^nta  of  the 
aods  fiaa  which  the  indeflanity  for  tho^  .claims 
B  to  be  aooght  «hall  he  held  a«li  and  void,  she 
aoveriunaot  of  the  Uai^  States  will  certify 
tet  iiief  havo  iiot  nteeiyild  i^ny'Oompeasation 
QcoinVrMKe  for  Ufce.injnsies  saffflred  froia  JTretieh 
^rivataaray  Goa<iii%  eoi  tiibinals,  joa  iha-eagsl* 


and  ia  the  ports  of  Bpafn,  aad  wfifl  present  in* 
aaihentio  statement  or  the  prizes  eeade.  and  of 
their  Tsloe,  that  Spain  may  araii  herselt  of  It  in 
soeh  meaner  as  she  may  deem  just  and  proper. 
Upon  the  basis  offered  by  yonr  propositions,  mod* 
ified  eoeformablT  to  the  observations  now  sob* 
mitted  to  yoa,  I  am  autboriied  to  eonelode  a 
treaty  with  yoa ;  bat,  es  the  session  6f  Oongress 
is  at  band,  I  am  directed  to  request  yoor  imme« 
diate  and  firaalt  repljr  to  thie  eommmticstion. 
The  President  is  deeply  pefietrated  with  f  be  eon- 
▼iotion  that  furthor  protract^  discossien  of  the 
points  at  issue  between  oar  QoTernmenis  cannot 
t^minatetnanMaaersatisftioiorf  totbem.  From 
yoor  answer  to  this  letter,  be  must  eoDctede' 
whether  a  final  a^astmetit  of  all  oar  differeaeea 
is  now -to  he  aoeomplished,  or  whether  all  hope' 
of  snob  a  desirable  result  is,  on  the  part  of  the- 
United  Statee,  to  be  abaodoaed. 

I  pray  yoo  to  accept  the  assamnoe  of  my  die* 
trnguished  consideration. 

JORlf  <t  ADAMS. 


Dan  lAiU  ie  Onis  to  the  Secretary  qf  State, 

WA^ntnoToa,  Mmather  \%  laUl, .  \ 

Sib:  IhaTeatteotirelypeniBed  theaoCeof  rhm 
31st  of  Ootober  iast,  which  ^yoa  addreseed  to  mo 
by  order  of  voor  Qoverameot,  in  aaswor  to 
mine  of  the  24th  of  the  saaio  month,  by  w^iioli 
I  peieaive  that  yoa  have  received  the  ^reoiw 
deal's  orders  not  ^to  take  into  coneldeMtioa  thia 
legal  tities  «iid  igroinids  on  whioh  Spaia  resta 
her  righto  and  claims  to  the  soveieigaty  of  tiio 
territories  aodaratars  claimed  by  your  Oovefa* 
meat  as  £urming  aa  iatecral  part  of  Looieianai 
as  it  was  retroaeded  by  *lfie  Qstholio  Mi^csty  te 
Fraaoe  in  1)600,  and  sold  or  aeded  by  tho  aor<« 
erBflneatof  that  naiioa  to  the  United  Statee  to 
1SQ3.  As.tfaese  rights  and  dlaims  reet  one  basbi 
as  solid  and  as  veqeraMe  as  that  which  ean  km 
prasaated  by  the  ipost  equitable  Governmeia  on 
earth  to  demonstrate  its  legittasate  property  so 
tha  cooatry  it  posaesees,  I  should  bo  wantiojg  ia 
my  .duty  warn  i  aotao  maiamin  the  same  prinei^ 
pies  which  I  adv«Bced  in  my  Ibrmer  notes  to  yoa 
on  this  head.  Being  eelf««videntj  they  are  asia* 
coatrofcciible  and  iavaviable  as  the  fuadamoatal 
pdaeiplm  oi  oaiaersal  jastiee.  it  it  Impossiblo 
to  reject  or  impagn  tiiem  withoat  attaohiog  those 
origiaal  and  primitive  titles  which  do,  aad  over 
have  sanctioned,  throaghont  the  whole  world,  the 
Hfhts  of  proparty  and  complete  sovereignty- ea« 
joyed  by  ail  iadependcatStates  aad  Kiogdomsia 
thai  r  seepectire  aoquisitions.  Yea  assert  ibe  I  a* 
disptii8rt)le  right  of  the  Uaited  States  to  the  viter 
Mtssisstppi.  i  say,  and  the  faat  is  obvious,  that 
even  adaiitting  your  assertioa  in  its  fullest  lati* 
tudoj  notwithstaiBd«iigtio.aigaaieoc  has  over  been 
advanced  bytheUaitod  Statesto«stabiiah4t,awd 
that  it  is«onlradicted  by  the  most  aaqoesiioaabla 
documents  and  proof,  tho  pretension  to  estood 
your  claime  beyaad  the  Missoari  aroold  always 
be.iaoonsaitentandeBorbitaot.  BveavtheaMunt 
and  esimvagaat  -grant  of  Louis  IQV.  to  Oroaat 
does  Dot  point  oat  a  greater  ovont^  and  respaeu 
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the  froatiers  of  New  Bftezm  aad  oiher  Spaeieh 
settlemeDts  and  poseesaioDSy  which  existea  long 
before  theiime  that  great  was  made,  and  before 
thefamoas  expedition  of  M.  de  la  Salle.  Keep* 
iog,  therefore,  la  view  the  truth  of  facts,  and  the 
immtiuble  priociples  of  thin^  and  endeaToring 
to  reconcile  them  with  the  Mueere  and  uniform 
desire  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  remoTe,  on  his 
part,  the  obstacles  that  have  opposed  the  amicabie 
adjnstmeat  of  all  existing  differences  between  the 
two  Powers,  as  far  as  ia  consistent  with  the  rights 
and  dignity  of  his  Royal  Crown,  I  will  approxi- 
mate my  proposals,  as  nearly  aa  is  possiUe  m  me, 
to  those  you  haTe  made  me  on  the  part  of  yont 
Gorerament. 

The  first  refers  to  the  satisfaction  dtie  by  the 
United  Statea  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  to 
his  subjects,  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  and 
capture  of  Fensaeola  and  other  forts  and  territo- 
ries in  the  Floridas,  You  must  be  sensible  that 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  desist  from  the  demand 
of  a  jjftst  and  adequate  reparation  or  indemnity 
to  His  Majesty  and  the  inhabitants  of  both  prov- 
inces, and  particularly  those  of  Pensacola,  for  all 
losses  and  injuries  by  them  sustained  from  the 
officersand  troops  of  the  United  States.  No  prin- 
ciple can  be  addoeed  to  support  or  justify  the  hos 
tiw  proceedings  of  Qeneral  Jackson  in  Florida, 
marked  as  they  are  by  a  series  of  outraffes  unpre- 
cedented and  unknown  in  history.  The  Ameri- 
can commander,  on  that  occasion,  aa  your  Gov- 
eiament  itself  admits,  acted  contrarr  to  the  orders 
and  instruotiona  given  to  him.  Poblic  opinion  in 
tlie  United  States  has  uniformly  reprobated  these 
excesses,  as  well  as  all  the  speeioas  pretexts  with 
which  he  has  endeavored  to  gloss  them  over. 
The  charges  artfully  produced  against  the  Span- 
ish commandants  and  officers  are  entirely  frivo-^ 
kttis,  and  are  contradicted  by  the  well-known 
t£Uln  of  facta,  and  the  formal  declarations  and 
statements  of  those  same  Spanish  officers;  so 
that,  in  every  view  of  the  case,4he  United  States 
ase  in  justice  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obliga- 
tions to  make  satisfaction  to  the  Crown  and  sub* 
jects  of  Spain  for  the  said  losses  and  injuries. 
The  Spanish  Qovernment  are  in  like  manner 
entitled  to  the  full  amount  of  all  revenue  collects 
ed  and  received  by  the  United  States  in  the  places 
and  territories  occupied  by  them  in  the  said  prov« 
incea;  since,  as  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  is  indis- 
putable, she  could  innowise  be  dispossessed  of  her 
right  to  receive  her  revenues ;  nnd  this  point  was 
from  that  time  reserved  as  an  object  of  future 
discussion.  I  shall  be  happy  to  contribute  as  far 
as  is  in  my  power  to  this  arrangement,  and  to  the 
stipulation  of  a  fair  sum  to  be  paid  bv  the  United 
States  for  all  such  damages,  that  all  discussion 
may  thus  be  speedily  and  amicably  terminated. 

My  second  proposal  has  been  admitted  by  your. 
Government,  with  this  modification;   that  all 

Knu  and  sales  of  lands  made  by  His  Catholic 
jesty,  or  by  lawful  Spanish  authorities  ia  the 
Floridas,  from  the  year  1802  to  the  present,  shall 
be  null  and  void.  To  this  modification,  in  its 
absolute  sense,  1  cannot  assent,  iBaamueh  as  it  is 
offensive  to  the  dignity  and  impcescriptible  tights 


of  the  Grown  of  Spnini  which,  ns  the  iif  tfianu 
owner  of  both  the  Fbndas,  had  n  right  to  dkpoen 
of  those  lands  as  it  pleased  f  and  further,  as  the 
said  modificniion  would  be  prodnctive  of  ineal* 
cnlnUe  iajnrv  lo  the  bonajkk  possessors,  who 
have  acquired,  settled,  and  improved  tliese  tiaeta 
of  land. 

The  exteat  of  what  I  can  agree  to  is,  that  the 
late  grants  made  by  His  Majesty  in  the  Floridas 
since  the  24th  of  January  last,  the  date  of  my 
first  note-  annonacing  His  Majesty's  willingness 
to  cede  them  to  the  United  Sutes,  (the  said 
grants  having  been  made  with  n  view  to  promote 
population,  enltKvntion,  and  industry,  and  not  with 
that  of  aUennting  them,)  shall  be  deelared  noil 
and  void,  in  ennsideration  of  the  gmntnes  not 
having  complied  with  the  essential  eondilinns  of 
the  cession,  as  has  been  the  fact. 

My  third  proposal  refers  to  the  boandary  linn 
to  be  established  between  the  poeseaaioiia  ii  the 
Crown  of  Spain  and  those  ef  the  United  States. 
Accedin^t  as  Air  as  is  possible  for  me  to  do,  le 
the  modifications  proposed  by  yon,  and  with  a 
view  of  offering  to  the  United  Statea  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  my  wish  to  remove  existing  diffi- 
cnlties,  I  will  undertake  to  admit  the  river  Sabine 
instead  of  the  Mermento  as  the  boondarf  between 
the  (WD  Powers,  from  the  Qnlf  of  Mexico,  on 
coadition  that  tlie  same  liae  pvopoaed  by  yon 
shall  run  doe  north  from  the  point  where  it 
crosses  the  Rio  Roxo  (Red  river)  nnlil  it  atrikes 
theMi8sissinpi,nndexiend  theneealoi^  the  mid- 
dle of  the  iatleff  to  ito  source,  leaving  to  Spain 
the  territory  lying  to  the  right,  and  to  th«  United 
Stntes  the  territory  lying  to  the  left  of  the  snme. 

What  yon  add  respecting  the  extension  ^th» 
same  liae  beyond  the  Miesonri  along  the  8pnnish> 
possessions  to  the  Pacific  oceaa  exceeds,  by  iia 
magnitude  and  its  transcendency,  all  former  d^ 
mands  and  aretensions  started  by  the  United 
States.  Confining  myself,  therefore,  to  the  pow- 
ers panted,  to  me  by  my  Sovereign,  1  nm  nnafale 
to  stipulate  anythti^  on  this  point  which  may 
remain  open  for  fVirthcp  negotiation,  ns  I  bavn 
no  doubt  of  His  Msjesty's  disposition  to  agree  to 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  commismoa  to  deter- 
mine and  establish  the  ftitttre  honadnries  from 
the  source  of  the  Missimtppi  to  the  ntwth  and 
west,  in  n  manner  conformnbly  to  the  titles  aad 
doeoments  of  property  and  possession  raspeetiv^ 
ly  exhibited.  Leaving,  therefore,  this  point  ua- 
setiled)  as  I  have  just  observed,  1  conceive  that 
my  propowl  for  the  adjustment  of  bonndaries 
will  not  be  attended  with  any  diffiealty  what- 
ever. 

My  fourth  proposal  to  your  Government  has 
for  its  objeet  the  renunciation  by  both  Govem- 
OMOU  and  nations  of  all  claims,  for  spoliations 
respectively  snffered  bv  either  of  the  two  Powers 
or  their  subjects  until  the' signing  of  the  trenty. 
This  proposal  has  been  admitted  by  your  Qov- 
emmttM,  with  the  exception  of  eneh  claims  aa 
American  citixens  may  have  on  the  snftneea  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  or  on  the  Spanish  Govern^ 
ment,  nnd  which  hnve  not  been  laid  before  the 
Depar tmen t  of  State  of  the  United  fitntee,  or  their 
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MiDifter  at  di«  Coart  of  fiptia.  I  hwM  no  heti- 
talioD  in  aneatisg  to  thw  exeo^ion,  bot  it  tfaooM 
be  made  rooifiroeal  for  the  aobjeets  of  the  Crowa 
>f  Spaia,  who  oMf  be  eatitJod  to  claims  oa  Ame* 
lean  ottiEeai,  or  oo  the  Governneat  of  the  Uni- 
«d  States,  aod  whieh  have  not  yet  beea  pre* 
tented  in  doe  form  lo  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
3ute,  or  Jus  Mioisier  near  the  United  8iates« 
Idy  proposaJ  wiJl  thns  be  free  from  diSealty, 
ind  eontbrm  to  the  modiieatioas  you  have  sog- 
i;ested. 

Nor  do  I  find  any  diffiealty  y^  agreeing  to  the 
DodiiieatioDS  yoa  ofiier  to  my  mOk  proposail,  and 
iroeeedhig  to  tha  sixth,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
emedy  the  abases  ana  riolauoos,  repeated  per- 
licious  ezamnles  of  which  hare  occurred  in  dif- 
erent  poru  of  this  Republic,  throof^h  the  tolera- 
ioD  and  countenance  given  therein  to  piratical 
nd  privateering  armaments,  tgainst  the  com- 
aerce  and  naTieation  of  Spain.  I  observe  you 
tate  that  what  I  propose  is  inadmissible ;  but  I 
lare  received  orders  from  my  Sovereign  to  insist 
n  Ibis  point,  and  to  claim  of  your  Qovernment 
uch  measures  as  are  imperiously  called  for  by 
lie  very  nature  of  these  abuses  and  violations,  as 
ley  not  only  contravene  the  existing  treaty,  but 
re  in  direct  opposition  to  the  most  respectable 
Dmpacts  founded  on  international  and  public  law. 

Whatever  may  be  the  forecast,  wisdom^  and 
istice  conspicuous  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
tates,  it  is  universally  notorious  that  a  system 
'  pillage  and  aggression  has  been  organized  in 
iveral  ports  of  the  Union  against  the  vessels  and 
roperty  of  the  Spanish  nation ;  and  it  is  equally 
)  that  all  the  legal  suits  hitherto  instituted  by 
[is  Catholic  Majesty|s  Consuls  in  the  courts  of 
leir  respective  districts,  for  its  prevention,  or 
ie  recovery  of  the  property  when  brought  into 
lis  country,  have  been  and  still  are  completely 
Davailing.  The  artifices  and  evasions,  by  means 
r  which  the  letter  of  the  law  has  on  these  occa- 
ons  been  constantly  eluded,  are  sufficiently 
oown,  and  even  the  combination  of  interest  in 
ersoDs  who  are  well  known^mong  whom  are 
>me  holding  public  offices.  With  a  view  to  af* 
nd  you  andthe  President  more  complete  demon- 
ration  of  the  abuses,  aggressions,  and  piracies 
ilnded  to,  I  enclose  yon  correct  lists,  extracted 
om  authentic  documenu  deposited  in  thear« 
tiives  of  this  legation,  exhibiung  the  number  of 
rivateers  or  pirates  fitted  out  in  the  United  States 
Sainst  Spain,  and  of  the  prizes  brought  by  them 
ito  the  ports  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  of  those 
ent  to  other  ports,  together  with  the  result  of  the 
laims  made  by  Spanish  Consuls  in  the  courts  of 
Ids  country.  Among  them  vou  will  find  the  case 
f  two  armed  ships,  the  Horatio  and  Cnriazo, 
iQilt  at  New  York,  and  detained  by  His  Majesty's 
joiaxil  there,  on  the  ffroand  of  their  having  on 
K>ard  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  concealed,  with 
heir  carriages,  and  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and 
ixty  men :  on  which  occasion  it  was  pretended 
bat  it  could  not  be  proved  that  these  funs  were 
tot  an  article  of  commerce,  and  they  finallv  put 
^0  tea  without  them,  the  extraordinary  number  of 
)ffie«rt  aad  crew  fiusing  for  passengers.    The 


number  of  prtvaleers  or  piraies  fitted  oat  aad  pith 
tecled  in  the  porto  of  this  Repnblie,  as  well  as  of 
the  Spaabh  prisee  made  by  them,  far  exceede 
that  eoatained  in  the  within  lists ;  but  I  only  lay 
before  your  Gtovemmeat  those  of  which  I  have 
certain  aad  satufaetory  proofs.    The  right  of 
Spain  to  an  adequate  indemnity  for  all  the  spoliaF- 
tions  committed  bv  these  jprivatears  or  pirates  oa: 
the  Crown  aad  anbtecu  at  His  Catholic  Majestf* 
is  ttodeniiable)  bat  1  now  submit  it  to  your  Gh>v» 
ernmeat  oaly  to  point  out  the  extreme  neoessHf' 
of  putting  an  aad  to  these  oootinaed  acts  of  hoa- 
tility  aad  depredation,  and  of  eotting  short  these 
enormous  and  flagrant  abuses  and  evils,  by  tiie 
adoptioa  of  suoh  effeetual  preeaotioas  and  rema* 
dies  as  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  cupidity  or 
iniquity  to  defeat  or  elude  them.    In  vain  should 
we  endeavor  amicably  to  settle  and  accommodate 
all  existing  difierences,  and  thus  establish  peace 
and  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations, 
if  the  practice  of  these  abuses,  and  the  course  or 
these  hostilities  and  piracies  oo  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  Spain  should,  as  heretofore,  con* 
tinue  uninterrupted  in  the  United  States.    From 
the  tenor  of  the  documents  now  enclosed,  and  of 
the  reflections  suggested  by  the  very  nature  and 
state  of  things,  the  President  cannot  hesitate  to 
assent  to  my  proposal  oo  this  subject ;  and  as  ihe 
Congress  is  now  in  session,  I  feel  assured  that 
the  proper  opportunity  is  afforded  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  necessary  measures  I  have  alluded  to, 
and  whieh  I  solicit  as  an  essential  basis  of  secur- 
ing and  maintaining  a  mutual  friendship  and  good 
understanding  between  the  two  nations. 

My  seventh  proposal  having  likewise  been  ac- 
cepted by  your  Government,  I  agree  to  what  you 
propose  m  answer  thereto. 

If  my  proposals,  thus  modified,  should  be  agreed 
to  by  your  Government.  I  am  ready  to  sign  them, 
after  tney  are  correctea  and  reduced  to  proper 
form,  and  angmented  by  such  others,  although 
inferior  and  of  minor  importance,  as  are  conse- 
quent upon  them,  and  essential  in  giving  due 
solidity  to  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace  and 
good  understanding  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, and  in  avoiding  every  diffieoltjr  and  disa- 
greement in  future  between  the  individuals  and 
authorities  of  either  nation. 

I  flatter  myself  that,  by  what  I  have  just  sub- 
mitted, I  giTC  you  and  every  impartial  person  a 
conviocinff  proof  of  the  generosity,  frankness, 
and  good  faith  of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Qovern- 
ment in  the  present  negotiation,  and  of  my  sin- 
cere and  uniform  desire  to  terminate  it  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  Powers.  I  shall  add  that, 
relying  on  His  Catholic  Majesty's  wish  to  see  a 
final  arrangement  speedily  and  amicably  effected| 
if  it  should  be  proposed  only  to  draw  the  line 
from  the  point  mentioned  on  the  Red  river  f  Rio 
Roxo)  somewhat  obliquely  {con  aigtma  obkad' 
dad)  to  the  westward  of  the  right  line  due  north, 
which  I  offer  as  the  Soundarv  of  the  two  eoun- 
uiea,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  take  upon  myself  the 
arrangement  upon  this  pointy  it  being  always 
uaderstood  that  the  proposed  Lne  shall  strike  the 
Missouri. 


Nil 
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Haviair  tbtis«niioniB|il«d  mf  iiropqsals  to.tka 
modifieatioBs  offered  by  foo,  as  cixjmXy  as  my 
teif  aod  power  permit  ma,  i  bava  .to  hope  that 
tbey  will  be  aaeepted  bf  yoar  Qoreraaaaat,  as 
tkey  offer  great  lacrifiaes  oo  tba  part  of  Spain  ia 
fbvor  of  the  Uo  ited  States.  But  if,  ttofortonatelf , 
Ibay  should  not,  and  the  Prosident  should  still 
insist  oo  those  which  you  commaaicaasd  to  me, 
as  w«ll  as  oa  the  pereooptory  dealaration  that 
Baiiher  they  nor  the  doaumeiits  whteb  I  bsTe 
offered  to  prodooe  in  support  'Of  tbe.sarevaignty 
of  ibe  Crown  of  Spain  to  all  the  larriiorr  elaiin- 
ad  by  the  United  States,  oan  be  Airtbar  disaussad, 
tbe  only  diseretiooary  power  left  to  me  is  to  re- 
q«ast  of  tba  Prasideat,  in  tba  name  of  tsy  8ot- 


eraifo,  tbpt  Che  nayotiatian,  i«  ita  aamal  alaia, 
nay  be  submitted  to  the  deciaien  of  ibe  ^icat 
nBonarebs  now  assemblad  im  Congress  at  Aix  Jn 
CbapeUa ;  in  either  of  wbteh  onaaa,  I  will  imane- 
diatdiy  despafteb  n  eooner  to  my  Contt  with  all 
neoesmry  iafornation  for  His  Cacbolia  M^esty, 
that  Hia  Majesty  mny  daeidfe  on  iIm  measOTCs 
mast  proper  to  be  adopted  on  the  ooanaian. 

I  trust  that  yon  wiH  oammonienta  io  aae  the 
deetsiott  of  the  PiastdmL    In  Tbn  mnnn  time,  i 
offer  jon  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  raapect 
and  dis^ngnisbe4^consitencion» 
Gbd  preserra  yo«  many  yeatta. 

LUiS  US  ON I& 
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BaUaunuwUh  OpmikL 


No.s. 

LUi  ofwMBeii  armed  or  equipped  in  iheporti  of  the  VhOed  SiaUi,  or  within  their  juriidieium^  ogreeabfy  to 
doeumenU  d^foeitedm  the  arehioee  of  Hie  CathoHe  Mafeetg'e  Mimieter,  under  my  ehargt^towU: 


Ntmei  of  TeMels. 


I 


Schooner  L'Epine        ...... 

Sehooner  Fdix 

Sdiooner  Petit  Blilen  ----•>• 

Scbooner  Preeideiite 

Schooner  La  Gaerrtere,  aUae  Lt  Creole 

PUet-boet  La  Conle«fTe 

Pilot-boat  Josephine     -.«.«- 
Schooner  Alerta,  aluie  Qeneral  Morcloe 
Schooner  Jupiter  •  '     - 
Scbooner  Rebecca         ...... 

Schooner  LotcIj  Lydia 

Schooner  Hornet,  aUae  Gemadie  •  -  ... 
Schooner  Orb,  aUae  Cong reao  de  Bnenoe  Ayree  - 
Brig  Caljpso»  aUae  Cal^pioiL  .... 
Brig  Fourth  of  JoIt,  o/uM  £1  Patriota  - 

Brig  Pai  olutf  El  PatrioU 

Brig  Mammoth  of  Bait,  uHaa  La  Independeocia 

del  Sad 

Brig  Clifton 

Schooner  Swift,  aUiu  Mongore  .  .  -  - 
Schooner  Spartan,  aUat  Potoei  .... 
Brig  Regent,  aUae  Tapaeamaxo  .... 
Schooner  Romp,  aUae  Santaiecino  ... 
Schooner  Felix  Cabana,  aUae  Aret  ... 
Schooner  Yoang  Spartan      •       •        -        .       • 

BrigTrae-bioodedXaakeo 

Schooner  Capelin,  aUae  Artegaa,  aUae  Minerva    - 

Corrette  Horatio -        • 

Coirette  Cnriaio 


Captaini'  namea.  i  Porte  of  armament 

or  eqaipment. 


Debray  - 
Amigory  •* 
LaMaieon 
RaiUgne  • 
Drouet  - 
Bomingne 
Semet 


Hodaon    - 
John  Smith 
Joeeph  AlmeTda 
Thomaa  Boyle  • 
ThomM  Taylor 
Joseph  Sta»»id 

Jamet   Chaytor 
Davy 

James  Barnes  - 
John  Chase 
Francis  Mason  - 


RoYilla     - 
Moore 

DaTid  Tewet 
CSiamplin 
Skinner    - 
Delana     • 


New  Odeana 

New  Oileans 

New  Oileans 

New  Orleans 

New  Oileans 

New  Orleans 

New  Orleans 

Barrataria 

Charleston 

Charleston 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

Ballimoie 

Ballifflore 

Baltimore 


Baltimore 

Baltimore 

Baltimoie 

Baltimore 

Baltimore 

Baltimore 

Balthnore 

Baltimore 

NewToriL 

New  ITork 

New  York 

New  York 


Golf 

Golf  of  Mexico. 

Nantk. 

Naatia. 


Golf  of  Masko. 


Amelia  Island. 


At^tie. 
CoStt  of  ^wm. 
Golf  of  MexiEA. 


Const  ef  ^lein. 
Coas^ofSpaiB. 


of  Spaia. 

of  Spain. 
Coast  of  Spam. 
Noribik. 
P6rt-«a-Pfines. 
Straifii  Bshans. 
Savann^. 
Unknown. 
Baeoos  Ayrea* 
Boenoa  Ayrea. 


WAsnnraTov,  November  16,  1818. 

No.  3. 

Jk  aummary  etatemeni  of  money  and  property  taken 
out  ofSpanieh  teueie,  known  to  heie  Seen  oroufhi 
into  the  Uniied  Statee  tfi  American  veateli,  andthe 
prioaieere  hytohieh  they  were  plundered  f  exhibii' 
ingthereeukorpretent  etaie  oftheeUUm  tooh* 

:    ttMreetUutiontkertoftowU,' 

'.  At  New  Orleaiis,  Restoration  of  seventy  alayes 
^  the  cargo  of  tbo  bark  Yoiador,  eltBdestioeiy 
*eoiiTeTed  there  by  the  piratical  captors,  claimed 
apl  obtaified  by  Don  Yioeente  Ordo^goiti,  of 
I^easacola. 

At  the  same  place.  Certaia  prepertjr  foand  on 
^ard  a  Tessel  abandoDed  by  the  Amerieaa  troops 
to  the  Barrataria  pirates,  claimed  by  Don  Diego 
llorphy,  Vice  Coosol,  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
aim. 

;  At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  certaio 
Spanish  property,  brought  there  in  the  Petit 
Idilan  privateer,  claimed  and  obtained  by  the 
•ameConsal. 

At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  certaia  prop* 
erty,  brought  there  by  the  Presidente  privateer, 


claimed  and  obtained  by  the  same  Coasol,  for 
accoaat  of  the  lawful  owners. 

At  the  same  place.  Restoration  of  thirteen 
casks  of  clothing,  brooffht  theireby  the  Ameri- 
can brig  Alonzo.  from  Qalvestoo.  and  two  hnn- 
dred  and  eigbtv-five  pieces  of  hladraa  handker- 
chiefs, claimed  by  His  Majesty's  Conanl,  Doa 
Felipe  Fatio,  both  still  pendiDg. 

Claim  by  the  same  Coasol  of  tbirtr  boxes  of 
sugar,  brought  to  New  OrleaUs  from  Galveston  ; 
result  yet  unknown. 

Claim  by  the  same  of  sundry  merekaadiaa, 
brought  to  New  Orleans  on  board  ibe  Mount 
YerooD ;  not  decided  on. 

At  Charleston.  Claim  of  property  saved  from 
the  Spanish  prize  brig  Jupiter,  lost  sifter  eap- 
tore  hj  pirates  at  the  entrance  of  thai  riTet ; 
order  for  its  restoration  yet  unknown. 

lu  the  year  1818,  the  Anglo-American  priva- 
teer Revenge,  Captain  Butler,  after  having  cooi- 
mitted  numerous  acts  of  piracy,  boarded,  onder 
English  colors,  the  Spanish  ship  Iri^  bouiid 
from  Havana^  or  Carthageaa,  in  Sonth  Aokerica, 
to  Spaia,  with  a  cargo  of  fifcf-iive  thonaand  dol- 
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Jars  111  specie,  of  proTiDctal  noDef ,  eUrer  lo 
bars,  and  other  Taluable  articlea.  There  exitta 
almost  positiTe  |>roor  that  the  captain  of  the 
Rerenge,  not  satisfied  with  robbiag  the  8paD- 
iards  of  their  property,  endearored  to  choke  the 
pomps,  and  sink  the  ship,  with  all  the  crew. 
The  captain  and  some  of  the  crew  were  arretted, 
and  confined  in  jail  at  Charleston ;  bat,  notwith- 
standing the  satisfactory  evidence  produced  by 
His  Majesty's  Consul  on  the  trial,  he  was  liber- 
ated, and  only  a  thousand  and  some  odd  dollars, 
foond  on  board  the  prirateer,  recorered.  Don 
Felipe  Aldaytarriaga,  agent  for  the  Iris,  had  re* 
coarse  aAerwards  to  the  courts  at  Philadelphia, 
irhieh  confirmed  the  sentence  of  the  court  at 
Charleston,  for  the  liberation  of  Captain  Butler 
ind  his  crew,  freed  the  owners  of  the  Revenge 
from  all  responsibility  to  the  owners  of  the  Ins, 
ind  even  ordered  the  money  found  on  board  the 
Elevenge  to  be  restored  to  the  crew.  An  official 
representation  of  this  transaction  was  made  to 
the  President,  but  without  effect. 

Don  Antonio  Argote  Tillalobos,  Consul  at 
Charleston,  and  Tested  with  full  powers,  claimed 
m  obtained  an  attachment  on  one  hundred  and 
wenty  boxes  of  sugar,  fifty^five  barrels  of  cof- 
ee,  and  four  pacluges  of  white  wax,  brought 
here  by  the  Amelia  Island  pirates,  through  St. 
dary's,  in  Georgia ;  which  claim  is  still  pending. 

Towards  the  tlose  of  the  last  year,  tne  same 
/onsol,  through  the  medium  of  an  agent  de- 
patched  lo  St.  Mary's,  bad  an  aUachmeot  laid 
n  certain  Spanish  property  brought  there  from 
Lmelia  Island,-8mounting  to  one  hundred  thou- 
ind  dollars,  among  which  was  a  quantity  of 
nuff  and  cigars,  public  property,  shipped  on 
loard  the  Spanish  ship  Union  Carmelita,  Cap- 
un  Fs.  Roora,  oaptured  by  the  insurgents ;  this 
ase  still  pending. 

At  Norfolk.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo  Chacon, 
/onsui  there,  of  moner  and  property  brought 
here  by  the  prifateer  Fotost,  tuitu  the  Spartan, 
f  Baltimore,  Captain  John  Chase,  supposed  to 
elong  to  the  Spanish  ship  ^  Cieneia,'' captured 
ly  that  privateer,  on  her  passage  from  HaTana 
0  Cadiz }  fiuled  for  want  of  e? idence. 

At  the  same  place.  Claim  by  Don  Antonio 
Lrgote  y  illalobos,  when  Consul  there,  of  a  large 
urn  of  money,  and  eif^hty^seren  ear oons  of  ooea* 
seal,  mostly  beloosmg  to  the  Spanish  vessels 
he  Saninoaer  and  tie  Bantisima  Trinidad. oltee 
he  MansOf  cantnied  by  the  privatetse  Imlepen* 
lencia  del  Sudf  and  the  Altavela,  aUim  the  Romp, 
^ptniDt  Chnytor  and  GreanoUs,  on  their  pas* 
age  from  Veta  Cruz  to  Harana;  still  pending. 

At  the  aaoie  |>laee.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo 
3haeott  of  the  realiiution  of  one  hundred  and 
linety-tbtee  ceroons  of  barks,  twenty-eight  eases 
>f  extract  of  Brazil,  and  thirteen  bags  of  cotton, 
m  bcttrd  the  Venezoela.priTateer  tie  America 
[iibre,  aHa$  the  Neptono,  Captain  Bernard,  ar- 
ivedfrom  Margarita;  restitution  not  obtained, 
is  well  from  want  of  proof  to  identify  the  prop- 
BTty,  asthe  refusal  of  the  authorities  at  Norfolk 
0  attach  it,  agreeably  to  the  demand  of  the 
Donanl. 


Don  Pablo  Chacon  cliiiBod  and  obtaiiM  an ' 
attachment  on  forty-seven  bozesof  white  Havana 
sugar,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  board  the  American 
schooner  Atlantic,  Captain  Butler,  from  Portran- 
Prince,  the  said  sugar  having  been  taken  from 
on  board  the  Spanish  brig  San  Antonio  by  the 
pirate  called  the  Invincible;  this  suitstill  pending* 

At  Baltimore.  Claim  by  Don  Pablo  Chacon, 
when  Consul  there,  of  the  restitution  of  two  cases 
of  silks,  declared  to  have  been  taken  on  the  high 
seas,  and  two  boxes  of  lace,  brought  in  by  taa 
piratical  shooner  Mongore,  Captain  Barnes;  failed 
tor  want  of  proof. 

The  American  schooner  Remittance,  Captain 
Rogers,  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  Port-au-Prince, 
with  the  following  property,  taken  by  the  pirate 
Potosi,  Captiin  John  Chase,  from  on  board  the 
Spanish  ship  *'  Cieneia,''  captured  on  her  voyage 
from  Havana  to  Cadiz,  namely  :  three  cases  of 
wrought  plate,  oneof  jewelry  t hi rtv-three  bundles 
of  cochineal,  three  of  jalap,  and  various  other 
valuable  articles.  Claim  by  Mr.  Chacon  of  the 
restitution  of  this  property  to  the  la#ful  owners 
still  pending. 

At  the  same  |K>rt  of  Baltimore  arrived  the  brig 
Hibernia,  with  several  bags  of  cotton  and  some 
coffee  on  board,  taken  by  the  pirate  the  Patriota, 
Captain  Thomas  Taylor,  from  a  Spanish  boat 
going  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  Powers  sent  by  the 
owners  to  a  merchant  at  Baltimore,  who  lodged 
a  claim  without  delay,  but  has  yet  obtained  no 
decision  in  the  case. 

Into  the  same  port  of  Baltimore  the  following 
property  was  brought  on  board  the  American 
schooner  the  Evening  Post,  Captain  Williams, 
from  Ghilveston,  having  been  transhipped  on 
board  that  vessel  from  the  Spanish  polacre  Santa 
Maria,  Captain  Jose  Fort  yulanch.  captured  by 
the  pirate  Patriota,  Captain  Staffora,  to  wit :  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  boxes  of  lump  sugari 
eighty-three  ditto  white,  five  half  boxes  of  ditto, 
nine  packages  of  cotton,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pieces  Campeachy  wood.  This  property 
was  immediately  secreted  by  the  consignee.  Mr. 
John  Laborde,  and  escaped  the  search  or  the 
Consul,  Don  Joaquim  ZamoramO|  who  took  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  an  attachment  laid  on  it. 

At  tho  same  port  there  arrived  another  schoon- 
er, the  Amatea,  Captain  Forbee,  from  Galveston, 
with  ilfty-foor  boxes  of  white  »ogar,  seventy- 
three  ditto  Inmp^  nad  three  hundred  and  fiAy<^ 
ttioe  hides,  uken  from  on  board  the  polaere  San- 
ta Marta  by.the  pirate  Stafford,  and  consigned  to 
the  said  John  IJaborde,  who,  in  eoosequenea  of 
the  dilatory  proceeding  of  the  marshal  of  iho 
disiricty  found  time  to  seerete  them,  and  evade 
tlia  atuohmeot  granted  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Consul  Zamoramo. 

The  pirate  Patriota,  Captain  Taylor^  arrived 
in  the  Chesapeake,  and  privately  landed  above 
t28,000jn  gold,  together  with  five  slaves,  taken 
from  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner  San  Miguel, 
Captain  Joan  Velasquez,  bound  from  Maracaibo 
to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba ;  and,  notwithstanding  every 
exertion  oscmI  by  Don  J.  Zamoramo  to  discover 
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iie  pittoe  of  <l«|>6tMi'  of  t%e  i&Mitfy  «cil  tlilTes, 
/kit  Mareh  proted  A^tthlMs, 

The  Kime  ptrate,  At  Patribta,  commanded  by 
Oiptain  Bta£ford,  attempted,  on  another  oeea- 
aion  of  frit  arriving'  in  the  Chesapeake,  prirately 
to  land  Are  hnndred  boxes  of  suj^ar,  taxen  from 
-on  board'  the  polacre  Santa  Maria,  bat  was  able 
to  lend  only  forty- ^ve.  which  were  seized  and 
condemned  njr  the  ctistom-houae  at  Baltimore. 
The  efibrts  or  the  Consul  to  stop  the  privateer 
Fatriota  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  miscon- 
'diit^  of  the  marshal  of  the  district. 

The  American  sclioooer  Harriet,  Capfain 
Southeomb,  arrived  at  Baltiniore  from  GralvestoQ 
with  the  following  property  shipped  on  boaid 
her  there,  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  polacre 
Santa  Maria,  to  wit :  twenty-two  boxes  of  white 
sugar,  ten  half  boief  ditto,  one  hoodrad  and 
nineteen  boxes  of  powdered  sugar,  thirteen  half 
boxes  ditto,  thirteen  esses  of  wine,  one  ton  of 
(^m peachy  wood,  and  twentv-fira  logs  of  ma* 
hogany<  The  whole  claimea  by  Don  Joaguim 
'Zamoramo,  and  still  pending. 

The  privateer  St.  Martin,  Caf tain  John  Die- 
ter, brou||ht  into  Baltimore  to  the  amottAt  of 
911,000.  la  geld  and  silver,  belonging,  as  baa 
since  appeared,  to  Don  Criatoval  Urnzat,  aaer«> 
chant  at  Malaga,  and  taken  from  on  board  a  pol- 
acre, also  belonging  to  him,  captured  by  the  said 
jpri vateer  June  12, 1817.  The  Consul  2atmoramo 
laving  been  unable  to  trace  this  property,  no  re* 
eovery  has  been  made. 

The  Atnerican schooner  Hornet, Captain  Riiig, 
arrived  al  Baltimore  from  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia, 
with  the  following  property,  shipped  at  Amelia 
Island:  one  hundred  and  seventeen  boxes  of 
sugar, twenty^four  eeroous.  of  indigo,  and  a  pat^ 
del  of  Campeaehy  wood,  oonsjgned  to  the  said 
Xohii  Laborde ;  attachment  on  which  could  not 
be  laidy  the  marshal's  plaOe  then  being  vacant  ^ 
i^nd.  before  the  aid  of  the  sheriff  could  be  brought 
in,  Laborde  found  means  to  remove  the  whole. 

.  -Ttio  privateer  Ri#  de  la  Plata,  Captain  Davf, 
landed  at  the  same  port  tbe  som  oi-  #8,000,  the 
Ifoptrtf  of  whieh  eeald:  naa  bo  asecitaincd  by 
Don  Jnaquim :  Zamoiamoi 

.  A.itesaal  fonBd  deserted  at  the  entrasae  of  the 
Pelaware^  appaoretttly  Ik  Spaniard,  from  Her  build 
aad  apne  remains  of  curflo..  Claimed  by  Doo 
Bklif^.  Eengueaet,  CooMil  at  Philndelphia,  oo 
bebslfof  bar  lawful  owners »  afiair  still  pending. 

At'  PoMon^  Don  Joati'  Stooghion  atiaobed'a 
parr  of  the  cargo  of  the  Spaniett  brigSkn  Jose, 
eaiptiiveJ  by  tike  prate.  Roanp,  of  JMtidiofe^, 
afadj  alikoofk  be  obiatoed  an  order  for  her  rosti* 
toUoa  to  her  owners,  it  has  not  yet  been  effected, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  diatriet  attorney. 

The  saose  Consul  entered  a  elaim  at  Boston 
fo  a 'pan  of  the  oMigo  of  the  brig  Niie8traSei> 
aoMt  del  Boen  fiuoeso,  Captain  Jose  RoldaiO) 
oaptored  by  the  pirate  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Captain 
Davy,  and  carrkd  into  Marblohead  byia  fiskiilg 
sobooner.    Claim  si  ill  pending; 

WMBmoTON,  MNPMHiter  16, 1818. 


EtiiPaMfinm  ike  Bufta  Ajtnt  Qazetu. 

[NOi  49.    Bueaoa  Ayres  Qazette,  Sstnrdsy,  NoTem- 

ber  1,  1817.] 

Ateount  of  the  veaeU  Meni  in  bvfrwaUa^  of  iMM 
country  fir  adjuditatwn  bif  iAeTnze  Court  dargid 
therewith,  to  wit: 

No.  1.  Ship  Moaserrat,  captured  Aogiist  13, 
1815,  by  the  privateer  corvette  the  Zephir,  Doa 
Tomas  Fefes,  commander  \  decktf'ed  a  good  prixe 
the  13th  October  folio wiiig,  and  the  cargo  there- 
UMn  delivered  to  Don  Goillermo  Q.  Miller,  agent. 

If  0.2.  Schooner  Divina  Pastora,eapcared  14di 
September.  1815.  by  the  same  corvette  and  com- 
mander, ioformally  declared  bad  prize  on  the  16th 
October,  and,  after  regular  proceedings,  a  good 
one  on  the  8th  November,  following »  cargo  de- 
livered to  the  order  of  the  commander,  Don  T. 
Feles. 

No.  3.  June  18. 1816,  arrived  here  ship  Conse- 
qaencitl.  captured  by  the  privateer  cor vetu  the 
Alcon,  commanded  by  sergeant-major  Doo  Hip* 
olito  Buchard,  in  company  with  tho  ahip  Her- 
cules and  brig  Trinidad,  under  ihe  command 
of  Colonel  Qoillermo  Brown,  and  maaaed  off 
Callao;  declared  good  prize,  together  with  ibc 
schooner  Andaloz,  arrived  in  October  following; 
which  sentences  are  in  the  possession  of  Doa 
Leonardo  Agrelo,  notary:,,  appointed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  circumstance  which  oceorred  after 
declaration. 

[Gazette  extrsordinsry,  Buenos  Ajres,  Thnisdsj^  No- 
vember 6,  1817.3 

MinuU  of  ihe  cargo  of  the  SptaUtk  prize  whip  Pa-tmj 
from  OadiZf  mounting  16  gung,  SntugAi  mU  Vol- 
paroitrtk 

412  rough  boxes  of  ironmoQgery,  sleel,  naa^ 
and  tin  plates :  654  rough  boxes  of  difiereoi  nc- 
Uclesi  ^S^caaitsof  spirits;  60  small  cnaks,non. 
tents  unknown}. 80  cakeaof  wmx;  98  Gases  of 
sumped  pao^r^  .82  balea  of  linen ;  38  boxes  of 
tow  linen  i  o.bales  of  tow  Ua«a  $  24  enses,  {medA- 
anoM ;)  100  emptv  liquor  cases. 

VAi»rAR4ino,  Ckt^r  8, 1817. 

F.  DB  LA  LAATRA. 

A  trne  cofQr  t  QUIDO. 

[No.  44.  Bnenes  Ayvss  Ossetto,  Satatdi^,  Navessbsr 

9»  1817.1 


Ae^mM  ofmaeli  mni  sis^, 
Jw^m^uHmitwn  ky  lAs  trim  Cmgiidmmgwti 


to 


"^.^x^A.  Schooner  Lebdn,  cayKond  2Sib  Jim#, 
1616,  by  the  sctoonev  priirateei'  Congicso,  G«|^ 
thin  Jose  Almeydn;  dedated  mod  pilne -Slst 
Aogust  following  $  enrgo  ordered  to  bo  MrvereA 
to  Doo  David  Cortes  De  Povost,  nwwer  of  said 
prii^ateer. 

*Il0«5.  Brig  Sarn  AaderOy  enptneed  Jane  U, 
1614,  by  tbe  above  piivnieirir }  deeinredgnod  prinae 
60ib  September  following;  ordered  to  be  dekv« 
ered  to  De  Forest. 

*No.  6.  Ship  Nocstra  Sellom  de  Qracin,  nfa  m 
1a  Atrevidn,  eapinred  by  tbe  above  privateer  oa 
the  24th  June  \  declared  good  prize  29th  Oetobcn 
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foHoviDg}  cargo  ordered  lo  be  delivered  to  De 
Forest. 

No.  7.  Zebec  Sao  Jpse  y  Animas,  aliaa  El 
Valiente,  and  brig  NuesCra,  Sefiora  .del  Rosario, 
captured  1)^  rbe  scbooaer  prirateer  Indepeoden- 
ciii)  Captain  Mignef  Ferreres ;  tbe  former  on 
the  27th  Jone,  and  tbe  fatter  on  the  12lh  August, 
1816;  declared  good  prizes  on  the  29tb  October; 
cargoes  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  A^uirre. 

No.  8.  October  29, 1816,  goods  and  merchandise, 
brought  in  hy  the  privateer  schooner  Congreso, 
Captain  Almeyda,  declared  good  prize ;  eight 
legist^  eibibited  by  him  cff  vessels  (alien  in  with 
on  his  cruise,  to  eatabltsb  his  claim  to  them  as 
prizes.  The  said  goods  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  De  ForeM. 

*No.9.  Ship  Carlota,  captured  the  24th  July, 
1816,  by  the  same  privateer,  (Congreso  ;]|  declar- 
e4good  prize  14th  November;  aargo  deb  vend  to 
Deforest.  ,  . 

*  ^Q.  10.  Brig  £|ah  Bi^^enaveatura,  oiipa  Leoni- 
das,  captured  22d  August,  1816,  by  the  privateer 
fndependencia  del  Sud,  Cajpit.  Don  Diego  Cbay- 
tor;  declared  good  prize  24th  November  ^  cargo 
ordered  tb  be  delivered  to  Don  Adam  Guy,  agent 
for  said  privateer. 

"^No.  11.  Brig  Concepciod,  captured  the  25tl^ 
August,  18l5,  by  the  same  privateer,  flndepen- 
iencia  del  Sud ;)  declared  good  prize  24th  No* 
rember';  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the 
igent,  Qay. 

*  No.  12/  Brig  Seredo,  captured  bv  the  schooner 
privateer  Cpn^re^o.  Captain  Jose  Almeyda ;  de- 
ilared  good' prize  the  ist  February,  1818,  at  the 
Dstance  of  Don. David  Cortes  De  Forest;  aaid 
ressel  ordered  to  this  port,  but  proceeded  to 
^ortb  America,  where  ship  and  cargo  are  depoa* 
ted. 

*  No.  13.  Brig  Los  Tres  Amigos,  captured  by 
he  same  privateer;  declared  good  prize  tbe  Ist 
Tebrnary,  1818,  at  the  instance  of  tbe  aforesaid 
)e  Forest.  Not  arrived  within  these  waters, 
nd  presumed  to  have  borne  away  for  a  port  in 
forth  America. 

No.  14.  Schooner  Nuestra  Sefiora  del  Carmer, 
iuw  La  Ao^tooiai  capmred  14ili  Navembat  by 
he  privateer  brig  Momtzuma,  Captain  Jorge 
loss ;  declared  good  prize  27tb  Fet^mary  i  cargo 
rdered  to  be  deuvered  to  the  owner  of  the  priva- 
Ber.  Don  Jorge  Macfarlaqe. ' 

m.  15.  Brig  Carmer  y  Animas,  captured  off 
/adiz  by  the  same  privateer ;  declared  good  prize 
1st  May  last ;  careo  delivered  to  Macfarlane. 

*No.'l6.  Ship  Triton,  captured  25th  January 
ly  the  privateer  brig  fupac-Amaru,  Captain 
dareena  Modron ;  d^clarea  good  prize  the  17th 
kpril  following;  cargo  ordered. to  be  delivered  to 
3on  David  Cortes  De  Forest. 

*  No.  17.  Brig  Antrevido,  captured  by  the  pri- 
rateer brig  Indepe ndeacia  del  Sad  ,Capiain  Die- 
(0  Chaytor,  27tn  July  last;  declared  good  prize 
It  the  instance  of  Don  David  C.  De  Forest,  agent 
'or  said  privateer;  ordered  here,  but  carried  into 
i  port  or  England  by  the  prize  master. 

No.  18.  May  21st,  goods  proceeding  from  three 
prizes  captured  by  the  privateer  brig  Montezu- 
i5thCozr.2dSfiS8.— 61 


ma,  Captain  Oeorge  Ross;  declared  good  prize; 
registers  depositea  by  him;  goods  ordered  to  be 
delivered  to  the  owver  of  the  privateer^  Doa  Jorge 
Macfarlane. 

*  No.  19.  Ship  Cieocia,  captured  5th  October 
by  the  privateer  schooner  Potosi.  Captain  John 
Chace ;  declared  good  prize  2l8t  May ;  vessel  and 
cargo  sold  at  Portau«Prince ;  proceeds  df  posited 
tilt  further  advice  from  that  Government. 

*No,  20.  Ship  Santander,  alioM  Los  Sootoa 
Marti  res.  captured  6tb  May  by  tbe  privateer  brig 
Invincible^  David  Jewett,  commander  and  owner: 
declared  good  prize  29tb  August;  cargo  ordered 
to  be  delivered  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest,  ageni. 

*  No.  21.  Poleacre  Jita,  captured  1st  Marca  by 
the  aforesaid  privateer,  Captain  D^vtd  Jewett; 
declared  good  prize  l5lb  September  Iblloariiig. 

No.  22.  Ship  Fe'rera,  cdiaa  La  Roig,  captured 
1st  July  by  tbe  privateers  lodependeAeia  and  Saa. 
Martin;  declared  good  prize  15lh  September: 
eargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Adam  Quy  aaa 
John  HiginBotham,  agents. 

[No.  46.  Buenos  Ayres  Oszette,  Sstardsy,  NoTember, 

2,  1817.] 

Letter  of  the  tommander  of  the  privaieet  Htcunum  to 

the  Minieter  at  War. 

Armed  scboonee  Tuguman, 
at  anchor  off  Twaifft^  SepL  10, 1817. 

SiE :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  voa  that  I 
saUadon.  tbe,  3d  of  June  from  Naw.  Oriaaiiet  ^^ 
a  Oovernmeiit  commission,  on  a  cruise,  first  off 
Havana,  and  thenQeoffCadiz.in.which  Icaptnred 
tweiity-tour  Spanish  vessels,  four  of  which  weie 
ordered  to  Buenos  Ayres,  one  burnt,  and  the  rest| 
being  of  little  value^  given  up  to  tbe  prisonerSf 
On  ray  cruise,  I  boarded  26  English,  24  American, 
10  French,  2  Venezuela,  2  Portuguese,  1  Austria^ 
2  Swedish,  1  Danish,.  1  Genoese,  att4  24  Spanish 
vessels.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc« 

QEGRQE  WILSON. 


* 

Account  of  venule  eent  in  byprivateereofihie  country 

for  adjwKcation  by  the  Prize  Court  charged  there- 

with,  continued,  to  wit  .* 

No.  23.  Schooner  Nuestra  Sefiora  de  Mercedes,. 
aliae  La  Corsa,  captured  29th  June,  by  tbe  two 
privateers  above  mentioned;  declared  good  prize 
20th  September ;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  the  same  agents. 

No.  24.  Ship  Iris,  captured  3d  July  by  tbe  pri- 
vateer ^<;booner  Tucuman,  Captain  Doii  FraacQ.. 
Tourner ;  declsred  good,  prize  85th  September; 
cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro 
Aguirre,  owner.  . 

^  No.  25.  Brig  Sto.  Cristo  de  la  Salad,  capturej 
17th  June  by  the  privateer  schooner  San  Martin, 
Captain  Isaac  W.  Martin ;  declared  good  prize 
1st  October;  cargo  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
Don  Juan  Higinbotham,  owner. 

*No.26.  Brig  Teneriffe,  captured  3d  July  by 
the  privateer  schooner  Congreso,  Captain  Jose 
Almeyda ;  declared  good  prize  9th  October;  cargo 
ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre, 


owner. 
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N.  B.  Iq  like  manner  were  adjadicated  and  ( 
condemned  as  good  prizes  the  following  TesseU, 
Tiz: 

Ship  Noestra  Sefiora  de  los  l>olore8,  alio*  Pri- 
mera,  from  Havana  to  Cadiz,  captured  bf  the 
privateer  lodependencia ;  case  pending  on  a  claim 
put  in  by  Don  Jose  Maria  de  la  Uarrera,  for 
amount  of  the  vessel  and  freight. 

Ship  Nnesira  Sefiora  del  Bueo  Sueeso,  aliat 
La  Esperanza,  from  Cadiz  to  Manilla,  captured 
by  the  Independencia  and  Mongore  privateers : 
cases  now  before  your  excellency,  by  appeal 
from  the  agents  of  both  privateers,  as  to  the  por- 
tion they  are  to  receive  of  the  whole  proceeds. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  State  for 
the  Department  of  War  and  the  Marine. 

JUAN  JOBS  DE  BCHBVARRIA. 

Buenos  Ayres,  October  14,  1817. 

Ammmt  ^fvunh  artivtdhertfnm  $eatfrom  the  IZih 

imkmi  to  iku  date. 

16th*  Prize  polacre  Sao  Franco,  de  Asis,  aiiaa 
Los  Dos  Hermanos,  from  Havana  to  Cadiz, 
captured  at  Terceira  by  the  national  privateer 
scuooner  Congreso,  Captain  Ezra  Drew,  with  a 
cargo  of  sugar  and  Campeachy  wood,  consigned 
to  Don  Joan  Pedro  Agoirre. 

Buenos  Atbbs,  Nov.  20, 1817. — Anetaiegtd, 

[No.  47.    Buenos  Ayres  Gasette,  Saturday,  Novem 

bsr,  S9,  1817.] 

Autfunt  cfvUHb  arrived  Aire  from  oea,from  Tkuro* 
cfay,  the  SOM,  to  thie  date. 

*  22d.  Spanish  prize-ship  Jesus,  from  Harana 
to  Cadiz,  captured  24th  July  last,  off  Terceira,  by 
the  national  cruiser  San  Martin,  Capt.  Sprague, 
with  a  cargo  of  628  pipes  of  brandy,  and  34  boxes 
of  sugar;  consigned  to  Don  Joan  Higinbotham. 

94th.  Spanish  prize-brig  Gkrona,  captured  10th 
Atigust  last,  off  the  Western  islands,  on  her  voy- 
age from  Havana  to  Malaga,  by  the  national 
cruiser-brig  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Caplain  Clemente 
B.  Durell,  with  1,157  boxes  sugar,  20  bags  coffee, 
1,140  hides,  387  quintals  Campeachy  wood,  and 
6  logs  of  mahogany;  consigned  to  Don  Juan 
Higinbotham. 

Same  date.  National  cruiser  schooner  Con- 
greso.  Captain  Jose  Joaquin  Almeyda,  from  a 
cruise  off  the  Canarv  islands,  which  she  left  on 
the  18th  ultimo,  with  3  boxes,  containing  corre- 
spondence captured  from  the  enemy ;  consigned 
to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

[No.  48.    Bnsnos  Ayres  Osaette,  Satnrdayt  Decem- 
ber 6,  1817.] 

Aeeounte  ofveesett  arrived  from  sea,  from  Tkunday, 
97th  ultimo,  to  tkie  dHaU* 

*  November  29.  Spanish  prize  brig  Sto.  Cristo 
from  Lima  to  Cadiz,  captured  1st  September  off 
Santa  Maria,  Terceiras,  by  the  national  cruiser 
brig  Tupac-Amaru,  Captain  Juan  Magfudole, 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  copper,  Jesuit's  bark,  and 
cocoa;  consigned  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest 
dbCo. 

*  December  3.  Prize  ship  Diana,  Capuin  Ja- 
eobo  Bartten,  from  Havana  to  Cadiz,  captured 


off  the  Balearic  islands  by  the  schooner  primteec 
Congreso,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  coffee,  cochi- 
neal, tortoise-shell,  taiza,  hides^nd  Campeachf 
wood ;  consig[ned  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

* .    Prize  brig  Hermosa  Maria,  Captain 

Thomas  Traske,  from  Lagoayra  to  Cadiz,  cap- 
tured 4th  October  last,  off  Cape  Santa  Maria,  by 
the  schooner  privateer  Congreso  ;  cargo,  cotton 
and  cocoa ;  consigned  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre. 

*— .  Prize  brig  Beloz,  from  Barcelona  to 
Cadiz,  thence  to  Havana,  captured  off  Cape  Spar- 
tel  by  the  schooner  privateer  Tucuman,  Captain 
Williams;  cargo,  wine;  consigned  to  Don  David 
C.  De  Forest  db  Co. 

—— .  Privateer  schooner  Tocoman,  Captaia 
Jorge  Williams,  from  a  cruise  off  Cadiz*,  left  tka 
12ifi  October  last ;  cargo,  wine  and  sundclea ; 
consigned  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest  dt  Co. 

[No.  48.    Bueaoe  Ayres  Oasetts^  Satuiday,  Doeeai- 

ber  IS,  1817.] 

AeooufU  ofveaeeh  arrived  lure  from  tea,  ^^oiis  Tkmo- 
dajff  the  4M  inetani,  to  thie  daUm 

*6ih.  Spanish  prize  brig  San  Francisco  de 
Paula,  Captain  Guillermo  Barrs^  frooi  Vigo  co 
Barcelona,  captured  2d  September  last,  off  Cape 
Santa  Maria,  by  the  privateer  schooner  Congre- 
so ;  cargo,  270  pressed  bundles  of  Sardiniaa ;  con* 
signed  to  Don  Juan  Pedro  Aguirre.' 

*  Same  date.  Spanish  prize  brig  Maria  Josefa, 
Captain  Julian  Chevas,  captured  by  the  privateer 
schooner  Tucuman  off  Cadiz ;  cargo,  150  caski 
of  Sardioias,  and  80  bundles  of  leather;  con* 
signed  to  Don  David  C.  De  Forest  d^  Co. 

[No.  61.  Buenos  Ayres  Ctaaette,  Batnrda/,  Beeember 

S7, 1817.] 

Aeeount  of  veteeh  arrived  here  fi^fm  eeOtfrom  Tkvrs- 
dby,  IStk  instant,  to  tkie  date. 

19th.  Spanish  prize  ship  Mariana,  alia»  La 
Yeloz,  Captain  Jose  Miers,  captured  off  Cadiz  by 
the  national  cruiser  schooner  Cooffreso;  cargo, 
512  bozes  white  sugar,  349  powdered  ditto,  aod  40 
logs  of  mahogany ;  consigned  to  Don  Jaan  Pedro 
Aguirre. 

[No.  28.  Bnenos  Ayres  <Hastl^  Salardaj,  Jamary 

10, 1818.] 

Aeeount  ofveeeeb  arrived  herefrom  ua^firam  Tkmrv- 
dajf,  Ut  instant^  to  thie  date. 

5th.  National  cruiser  Bl  Qeneral  San  Martin, 
from  a  cruise  off  Cadiz;  left  18tb  October  last, 
having  captured  two  Spanish  ships,  the  Maria 
Josefa,  oliotf  La  Yeloz^  and  the  Paraguay,  bocJi 
from  Havana  to  Cadiz ;  cargoes,  etupu'i  coffee^ 
cocoa,  and  dye  wood5 ;  consigned  to  Don  Jnaai 
Higinbotham. 

WASHiiiGToif,  November  16^  1818. 


T%e  Setretarjf  of  State  to  Oeerge  W.  Brvimg,  Bag. 

Dbfabtmbnt  op  Statb. 
WaehingUm^  November  28, 181& 

Sib:  Your  despatches  to  No.  92,  inelQaiTe, 
with  their  enclosures,  have  been  received  at  ihU 
Department.    Among  these  enclosarea  ace  the 
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fereral  ootes  addressed  to  you  bjr  Mr.  Pizarro  in 
relation  to  the  transaetions  during  the  campaign 
of  General  Jackson  against  the  Seminole  fn- 
dians,  and  the  banditti  of  negroes  combined  with 
them,  and  particularly  to  his  proceedings  in  Flo- 
rida without  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  fourth  and  last  of  these  notes  of  Mr. 
PizttrrOj  he  has  giren  formal  notice  that  the 
King,  his  master,  has  issued  orders  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  negotiation  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain  until  satisfaction  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  American  Gk)Ternment  to  him 
for  these  proceedings  of  General  Jackson,  which 
he  considers   as  acts  of  unequirocal  hostility 
against  him,  and  as  outrages  upon  his  honor  and 
dignity ;  the  only  acceptable  atdnement  for  which 
is  slated  to  consist  in  a  disarowal  of  the  acts  of 
the  American  General  thus  complained  of,  the 
infliction  upon  him.of  suitable  punishment  for 
his  supposed  misconduct,  and  the  restitution  of 
the  posts  and  territories  taken  by  him  from  the 
Spanish  authorities,  with  indemnity  for  all  the 
property  taken,  and  all  damages  and  injuries, 
public  or  private,  sustained  in  consequence  of  it. 
Within  a  very  few  days  after  this  notification, 
Mr.  Pizarro  must  have  received,  with  copies  of 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  On  is  and  this 
Department,  the  determination  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  President  to  restore  the  places  of 
Peosacola,  with  the  fort  of  Baraneas,  to  any 
[>er8on  properly  authorized  on  the  part  of  Spain 
;o  receive  them,  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  to  any 
Spanish  force  adequate  to  its  protection  against 
the  Indians,  by  whom  its  forcible  occupation 
lad   been    threatened '  for  purposes  of  hostility 
igainst  the  United  States.     The  officer  com- 
nanding  al  the  post  has  been  directed  to  con- 
lider  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  as  such  adequate 
'oreSf  and,  in  case  of  their  appearance  with  pro- 
wr  authority,  to  deliver  it  up  to  their  commander 
iceordiogl^y. 

From  the  last-mentioned  correspondence,  the 
Spanish  Government  must  likewise  have  been 
aiisfied  that  the  occupation  of  these  places  in 
Jpanish  Florida  by  the  commander  of  the  Ameri- 
an  forces  was  not  by  virtue  of  any  orders  re- 
el yed  by  him  from  this  Government  to  that 
fifeet,  nor  with  any  view  of  wresting  the  pro- 
ioce  from  the  possession  of  Spain,  nor  in  any 
pirit  of  hostility  to  the  Spanish  Government; 
laC  it  arose  from  incidents  which  occurred  in  the 
roseeation  of  the  war  against  the  Indians,  from 
le  imminent  danger  in  which  the  fort  of  St. 
lark  was  of  being  seized  by  the  Indians  them- 
*lves,  and  from  the  manifestations  of  hostilhy  to 
United  States  by  the  commandant  of  St. 
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lark's  and  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  the  proofs 
f  which  were  made  known  to  General  Jackson, 
nd  impelled  him,  from  the  necessities  of  self- 
efence,  to  the  steps  of  which  the  Spanish  Gov- 
rnment  complains. 

It  mi^bt  be  sufficient  to  leave  the  vindication 
f  these  measures  upon  those  grounds,  and  to 
irnish,  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  General  Jack- 
[>n'is  letters,  and  the  vouchers  by  which  they  are 
apported,  the  evidence  of  that  hostile  spirit  on 


^he  part  of  the  Spanish  commanders,  but  for  the 
terms  in  which  Mr.  Pizarro  speaks  of  the  ezeeo* 
tion  of  two  British  subjects  taken,  one  at  the  fort 
of  St.  Mark,  and  the  other  at  Suwanee,  and  the 
intimation  tnat  these  transactions  may  lead  to  a 
change  in  the  relations  between  the  two  nationS| 
which  is  doubtless  intended  to  be  understood  as 
a  menace  of  war. 

It  may  be^herefore,  proper  to  remind  the  Gov- 
ernment of  His  Catholic  Majesty  of  the  incidents 
in  which  this  Seminole  war  originated,  as  well 
as  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  in  the 
relations  between  Spain  and  her  ally,  whom  she 
supposes  to  have  been  injured  by  the  proceeding 
of  General  Jackson ;  and  to  give  to  the  Spanish 
Cabinet  some  precise  information  of  the  nature 
of  the  business,  peculiarly  interesting  to  Spain, 
in  which  these  subjects  of  her  allies,  in  whose 
favor  she  takes  this  interest,  were  engaged,  when 
their  projects  of  every  kind  were  terminated  in 
consequence  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
Gkneral  Jackson. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1814,  while  a  war  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  which  Spain  had  formally  declared  her- 
self neutral,  a  British  force,  not  in  the  fresh 
pursuit  of  a  defeated  and  flying  enemv,  not 
overstepping  an  imaginary  and  equivocal  oound- 
ary  between  their  own  territories  and  those  be- 
lonffin^,  in  some  sort,  as  much  to  their  enemy  as 
to  Spain,  but  approaching  by  sea.  and  by  a  broad 
and  open  invasion  of  the  Spanish  province,  at  a 
thousand  miles  or  an  ocean's  distance  from  any 
British  territory,  landed  in  Florida,  took 'posses- 
sion of  Pensacola  and  the  fort  of  mrancas,  and 
invited,  by  public  proclamations,  (document  No. 
1,)  all  the  runaway  negroes,  all  the  savage  In- 
dians, all  the  pirates,  and  all  the  traitors  to  their 
country  whom  thev  knew  or  imagined  to  exist 
within  reach  of  tneir  summons^  to  join  their 
standard,  and  wage  an  exterminating  war  against 
the  portion  of  the  United  States  immediately  bor- 
dering npon  this  neutral  and  thus  violated  terri- 
tory of  Spain.  The  land  commander  of  this  Brit- 
ish force  was  a  certain  Colonel  Nichoils,  who, 
driven  from  Pensacola  by  the  approach  of  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  actually  left  to  be  blown  up  the 
Spanish  fort  of  Baraneas  when  he  found  it  could 
not  afford  him  protection ;  and,  evacuating  that 

Krt  of  the  nrovince,  landed  at  another,  estab- 
hed  himself  on  the  Appalachieola  river,  and 
there  erected  a  fort  from  which  to  sally  forth  with 
his  motley  tribe  of  black,  white,  and  red  com- 
batants against  the  defeneeless  borders  of  the 
United  States  in  that  vicinity.  A  part  of  this 
force  consisted  of  a  corps  of  colonial  marines, 
levied  in  the  British  colonies,  in  which  George 
Woodbine  was  a  captain,  and  Robert  Christie 
Ambrister  was  a  lieutenant.  (Nos.  2  6.  59,  60.) 
As  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, we  should  be  willing  to  bury  this  transaction 
in  the  same  grave  of  oblivion  with  other  trans- 
actions of  that  war,  had  the  hostilities  of  Colonel 
NichoUs  terminated  with  the  war;  but  he  did 
not  consider  the  peace  which  ensued  between 
the  United  States  imd  Great  Britain  as  having 
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pat  aD  end,  either  to  his  military  oceapations,  or 
to  his  negotiatioos  with  the  InoiaDa  against  the 
United  States.  Several  months  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  he  retained  his 
postj  and  his  party*coIored  forces  in  military 
array*  By  the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty  (No. 
2  b,)  the  United  States  had  stipulated  to  pat  an 
end,  Immediately  after  its  ratification,  to  hostili- 
ties with  ail  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with 
whom  they  might  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  the 
ratification,  and  to  restore  to  them  all  the  posses- 
sions which  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  year  1811. 
This  article  had  no  application  to  the  Creek  na- 
tion, with  whom  the  United  States  had  alreadjr 
maae  peace,  by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1814.  more  than  four  months  be- 
fore the  Treaty  of  Crhent  was  signed.  Tet  Col- 
onel NichoUs  not  onljr  afiected  to  consider  it  as 
applying  to  the  Seminoles  of  Florida,  and  the 
ontlawed  Red  Sticks,  whom  he  had  induced  to 
join  him  there^  but  actually  persuaded  them  that 
theff  were  entitled,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  all  the  lands  which  had  belonged  to 
the  Creek  nation  within  the  United  States  in  the 
year  1811,  and  that  the  Government  of  Great 
firitatn  would  support  them  in  that  pretension. 
He  asserted  (No.  2.  a.  c.)  also  this  doctrine  in  a 
correspondence  with  Colonel  Hawkins,  then  the 
agent  of  the  United  Sutes  with  the  Creeks,  and 
gave  him  notice  in  their  name,  with  a  mockery 
of  solemnitv^  (No.  9,)  that  they  had  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  and 
a  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce,  with  Great 
Brftaio,  of  which  more  was  to  be  heard  after  it 
should  be  ratified  in  England.  Colonel  Ntcholls 
theti  evacuated  his  fort,  which,  in  some  of  the  en- 
cldsed  i^apers,  is  called  the  Fort  at  Prospect  Bluff, 
but  which  he  had  denominated  the  British  post 
on  the  Appalachicola ;  took  with  him  the  white 
portion  of  his  force,  and  embarked  for  Bngland 
with  several  of  the  wretched  savages  whom  he 
was  thus  deluding  to  their  fate^  amon^  whom  was 
the  prophet  Francis  or  Hillis  Ha^jo,  and  left 
the  iort,  amply  supplied  with  military  stores  and 
ammunitions,  to  tne  negro  department  of  his 
allies.  It  afterwards  was  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Negro  Fort. 

Colonel  Hawkins  immediately  commanieated 
to  this  Government  the  correspondence  between 
him  and  NichoUs,  here  referred  to,  (copies  of 
which^  marked  Nos.  1  to  5,  are  herewith  ?o- 
closedj  upon  which,  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary 
of  State,  addressed  a  letter  (Now  10)  to  Mr*  Bak^r, 
the  British  Charg^d'Affaires at  Washington,  com- 
plaining of  Nicholls's  conduct,  and  showing  that 
his  pretence  that  the  ninth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  '-Ghent  could  have  any  application  to  his  In- 
dians was  utterly  destitute  or  foundation.  Copies 
of  .the  same  correspondence  were  transmitted  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  then  in  Eng- 
land, with  instructions  (No.  11)  to  remonstrate 
with  the  British  Government  against  these  pro- 
ceedings of  NichoUs,  and  to  show  how  incom- 
patible thev  were  with  the  peac^  which  had  b«en 
concluded  between  the  two  nations.  These  re- 
moostrances  were  accordingly  madci  first,  ja  per- 


sonal interview  with  Earl  Batharst  and  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  afterwards  in  written  notes  ad- 
dressed successively  to  them,  (copies  of  which, 
[Nos.  12  a.  6,  13  a.  6.]  together  with  extracts 
from  the  despatches  of  the  American  Miiusters 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  reporting  what  passed 
at  those  interviews,  are  enclosed.)    Lord  Bath- 
ursty  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  confirmed 
the  facts,  and    disavowed    the    misconduct  of 
NichoUs ;  declared  his  disapprobation  of  the  pre- 
tended treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive, 
which  he  had  made  i  assured  the  American  Min- 
ister that  the  British  Government  had  refused 
to  ratify  that  treatv,  and  wonld  send  back  the 
Indians  whom  Nicnolls  had  brought  with  himi 
with  advice  to  make  their  peace  on  such  terms  as 
they  could  obtain.    Lord  Castlereash  confirmed 
the  assurances  that  the  treaty  would  not  be  rati- 
fied; and  if,  at  the  same  time  that  these  assur- 
ances were  given,  certain  distinctions  of  public 
notoriety  were  shown  to  the  prophet  Hillis  Uadjo, 
and  he  was  aciuaUy  honored  with  a  commission 
as  a  British  officer,  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  these 
favors  were  granted  him  as  rewards  of  past  ser« 
vices,  and  not  as  an  encouragement  to  expect 
any  support  from  Great  Britain  in  a  coutiaaaace 
of  savage  hostilities  against  the  United  Stales ; 
all  intention  ox  giving  any  such  support  having 
been  repeatedly  aod  earnestly  disavpwed. 

The  negro  fort,  however,  abandoned  hj  Colonel 
NichoUs,  remained  on  the  Spanish  territory,  oc- 
cupied by  the  banditti  to  whom  he  had  lea  it, 
and  held  by  them  as  a  post  from  whence  to  com- 
mit depredations,  outrages,  and  murders,  and  as 
a  receptacle  for  fugitive  slaves  and  DaJeikcior% 
(No.  14,)  to  the  great  annoyance  both  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  of  Spanisn  Florida.    In  Aptil, 
1816,  General  Jackson  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Qov- 
ernor  of  Pensacola,  caUing  upon  him  to  put  down 
this  common  nuisance  to  the  peaceable  Inhabi- 
tants of  both  countries.    That  letter,  together 
with  the  answer  of  the  Governor  of  Pensaeol^ 
(No.  15,)  has  already  been  communic«ied  to  the 
Spanish  Minister  here,  and  bv  him  doubtless  to 
his  Government.    Copies  of  taem  are,  neverthe- 
less, now  again  enclosed ;  particularly  as  the  let- 
ter irom  the  Governor  explicitly  admits  that  tlda 
fort,  constructed  by  NichoUs  in  violation  both  of 
the  territory  and  neutrality  o^  Spain,  was  still  no 
less  obnoiious  to  his  Government  than  to  the 
United  States;  but  that  he  had  neither  sufficient 
force  nor  authority,  without  orders  from  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Havana,  to  destroy  it.    It  was 
afterwards.  (No.  23,)  on  the  27th  of  July,  18i6L 
destroyed  by  a  cannon  shot  from  a  gun  vesael  ot 
the  United  States,  which,  in  its  jMssaffe  up  the 
river,  was  fired  upon  from  it.    It  was  blown  up 
with  an  English  flag'stUl  flying  as  its  atandan^ 
and  imn^ediately  after  the  barbarous  murder  of  a 
boat's  crew  belopging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  banditti  left  in  it  by  NichoUs. 

In  the  year  1817,  Alexander  Arbothnot,  of  the 
island  of  New  Providence,  a  British  subject,  first 
appeared  as  an  KngUsh  trader  in  Snanish  Florida, 
and  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  NichoUs  in  the 
eipployment  of  instigating  the  Seminole  and  out- 
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lawed  Red  Sticks  to  lo^an .  liostHities  against 

the  United  States,  by  reviring  the  pretence  that 

they  were  entitled  to  all  the  lands  which  had 

been  ceded  by  the  Creek  nation  to  the  United 

States  in  Aagnst,  1814.    As  a  mere  Indian  trader, 

the  introston  of  this  man  into  a  Spanish  province 

was  eootmry  to  the  policy  observed  by  all  the 

European  Powers  in  this  hemisphere,  and  by 

none  raore^rigorcms!^  than  by  Spain,  of  exeloding 

all  foreigners  from  intercourse  with  the  Indians 

witbio  their  territories.    It  must  be  known  to  the 

Spftnish  Gtovemment  whether  Arbathnot  had  a 

Spanish  license  for  trading  with  the  Indians  in 

Spanish  Florida,  or  not  \  but  they  also  know  that 

Spain  WES  bound  by  treaty  to  restrain  by  force 

all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  those  Indians  against 

the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  for 

them  to  explain  how,  consistently  with  those  en- 

Sgements,  Spain  could,  cdntrary'to  all  the  max- 
is  of  her  ordinary  policy,  grant  such  a  license 
to  a  foreign  Incendiary,  whose  principal  if  not 
hiB  only  object  appears  to  hare  been  to  stimulate 
those  hostilities  wnich  Spain  had  expressly  stip- 
ulated by  force  to  restrain.  In  his  infernal  in- 
stigations he  was  but  too  successful,  (No.  49.) 
No  sooner  did  he  make  his  appearance  among 
the  Indians,  accompanied  by  the  prophet  Hillis 
Hadjo,  returned  from  his  expedition  to  England, 
(No.  50,)  than  the  peaceful  inhabitants  on  the 
Oordera  of  the  United  States  wpre  visited  with 
all  the  horrors  of  savage  war-^the  robbery  of 
their  property,  and  the  barbarofis  and  indiscrimi- 
nate murder  of  women,  infancy/ and  age. 

After  the  repeated  expostulations,  warnings,  and 
offers  of  peac^  throusrh  the  Summer  atid  Autumn 
of  1817,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
answered  only  oy  renewed  outrages,  and  after  a 
detachment  of  forty  men,  under  Lieutenant  Scott. 
(No.  61  a.)  accompanied  by  seven  women,  hau 
been  waylaid  and  murdered  by  the  Indians,  (No. 
61,)  orders  were  given  to  General  Jackson,  and 
an  adequate  force  was  placed  at  his  disposal  to 
terminate  the  war.  It  was  ascertained  that  the 
Spanish  fbrce  in  Florida  was  inadequate  for  the 
protection  eren  of  the  Spanish  territory  itself 
against  this  minrled  horde  of  lawless  Indians  and 
negroes ;  and,  although  their  devastations  were 
committed  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  immediately  sought  t'efuge  within  the  Flo- 
rida line,  and  tnere  only  were  to  be  overtaken. 
The  necessity  of  crossing  the  line  was  indispensa- 
ble; fbr  it  was  from  beyond  the  line  that  the 
Indians  made  their  murderous  incursions  within 
that  of  the  United  States.  It  was  there  that  they 
had  their  abode;  and  the  territory  belonged,  ia 
fact,  to  them,  althoiigh  within  the  borders  of  the 
Spanish  jurisdiction.  There  it  wiis  that  the 
American  commander  met  the  principal  resist- 
ance from  them ;  thef e  it  Was  that  were  found 
}No.  38)  the  still  bleeding  scalps  of  our  citizens, 
iresbly  butchered  by  them ;  th^re  it  was  that  he 
released  the  only  woman  who  had  been  suffered 
to  survive  the  massacre  of  the  part]r  under  Lieu- 
tenant Scott.    But  it  was  not  anticipated  by  this 

Government  that  the  commanding  officers  of 
Spain  hi  Florida,  whose  especial  duty  it  was,  ia 


conformity  to  the  solemn  engagements  contracted 
by  their  nation,  to  restrain  by  Force  those  Indians 
from  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  would 
be  found  encouraging,  aidinff^  and  abetting  themi 
and  furnishing  tnem  supplies  for  carrying  on 
such  hostilities.  The  officer  in  commana  imme- 
diately before  General  Jackson  was,  therefore, 
specially  instructed  to  respect,  as  far  as  possible, 
ttie  Spanish  authority,  wherever  it  was  main- 
tained ;  and  copies  of  those  orders  were  also  fur- 
nished to  General  Jackson,  upon  his  taking  the 
command. 

In  the  course  of  his  pursuit,  as  he  approached 
St.  Marks,  he  was  informed  i^irect  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Feusacola  that  a  jNirty  of  the  hostile 
Indians  had  threatened  to  seize  that  fort,  and 
that  he  apprehended  die  Spanish  garrison  there 
was  not  m  strength  sufficient  to  defend  it  against 
them.  This  information  was  confirmed  fr6m 
other  sources,  and,  by  the  evidence  produced  upon 
the  trial  of  Ambrister,  is  proved  to  have  been  ex- 
actly true.  By  all  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  of 
war,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and  of  humanttyi  he 
was  warranted  in' anticipating  his  enemy  by  the 
amicable,  and,  that  beingrefused,  by  the  forcible 
occopation  of  the  fort.  There  will  need  no  cita- 
tions from  printed  treatises  on  international  lAw 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  It  is 
engraved  in  adamant  on  the  common  sense  of 
inankind.  No  writer  upon  the  laws  of  nations 
eyer  pretended  to  contradict  it.  None,  of  any 
reputation  or  authority,  ever  omitted  to  assert  it* 

At  Fort  St.  Mark,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  tha 
British  Indian  trader  from  beyond  the  seas,  tha 
firebrand  by  whost  touch  this  negro-rndian  war 
against  our  borders  had  been  rekindled,  was  found 
(No.  34)  an,  inmate  of  the  comtanandant's  familjn* 
and  it  was  also  found  that,  by  the  commandai 
himself,  councils  of  war  had  been  permitted  to 
be  held  within  it  by  the  savage  chiefs  and  war- 
riors ;  that  the  Spanish  storehouses  had  been  ap- 
propriated to  their  use ;  that  it  was  an  open  mar- 
ket for  cattle  known  to  have  been  roobed  by 
them  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  had  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  by 
the  officers  of  the  garrison;  that  information  had 
been  afforded  from  this  fort  by  Arbuthnot  to  the 
enemy  of  the  strength  and  movements  of  the 
American  army;  that  the  date  of  departure  of 
express  had  been  noted  by  the  Spanish  commis- 
sary; and  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and 
all  necessary  supplies  furnished  to  the  Indians. 

The  conduct  or  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  was 
not  less  marked  by  a  disposition  of  enmity  to  the 
United  States,  and  by  an  utter  disregard  to  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty,  by  whi6h  he  was  bound 
to  restrain,  by  force,  the  Indians  from  hostilities 
agaiost  them.  When  called  upon  to  vindicate 
the  territorial  rights  and  authority  of  Spain,  by 
the  destruction  of  the  neffro  fort,  his  predecessor 
had  declared  it  to  be  not  less  annoying  and  per- 
nicious to  the  Spanish  subjects  in  Florida  than 
to  the  United  States,  but  had  pleaded  his  inabil- 
ity to  subdue  it.  He  himseifhad  expressed  his 
apprehensions  that  Fort  St.  Mark  would  be  fpr- 
cibly  taken  by  the  savages  from  its  Spanish  gar- 
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rison ;  f  et,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  refused  the 
passage  up  the  Escambia  river,  unless  upon  the 
ptyment  of  excessive  duties,  to  provisions  des- 
tined as  supplies  for  the  American  armf,  which, 
hy  the  detention  of  them,  was  subjected  to  the 
most  distressing  privations.  He.  bad  permitted 
free  ingress  and  egress  at  Pensacola  to  the  avowed 
savage  enemies  of  the  United  States.  Bujppiies 
of  ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions, 
had  been  received  by  them  from  thence.  They 
had  been  received  and  sheltered  there  from  the 
pursuit  of  the  American  forces,  and  suffered  again 
to  sally  thence,  to  enter  upon  the  American  ter- 
ritory, and  commit  new  murders.  Finally,  on 
the  approach  of  General  Jackson  to  Pensacola, 
the  Ciovernor  sent  him  a  letter  (No.  33)  denounc- 
ing his  entry  upon  the  territory  of  Florida  as  a 
violent  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  Spain,  com- 
manding him  to  depart  ana  withdraw  from  the 
Mme,  and  threatening,  in  case  of  his  non-compli- 
ance, to  empVoy  force  to  expel  him. 

It  became,  therefore|  in  the  opinion  of  Gene- 
lal  Jackson,  (No.  64,)  indispensably  necessary  to 
take  from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  the  means 
of  carrying,  his  threat  into  execution.    Before 
the  forces  under  his  command,  the  savage  eoe- 
.  mies  of  his  country  had  disappeared.    But  he 
knew  that  the  moment  those  forces  should  be 
disbanded,  if  sheltered  by  Spanish  fortresses,  if 
furnished   with    ammunition    and  supplies  by 
Spanish  officers,  and  if  aided  and  supported  by 
the  instigation  of  Spanish  encouragement,  as  he 
had  every  reason  to  expect  they  would  be,  they 
would  reappear,  and,  fired,  in  addition  to  their 
ordinary  ferociousness,  with   revenge   for  the 
-  chastisement  they  had  so  recently  received,  would 
again  rush  with  the  war-hatchet  and  the  scalp- 
el ing-knife  into  the  borders  of  the  Uoited  States, 
-^and  mark  every  footstep  with  the  blood  of  their 
defenceless  citizens.    So  far  as  all  the  native 
resources  of  the  savage  extended,  the  war  was 
at  an  end ;  and  General  Jackson  was  about  to 
restore  to  their  families  and  their  homes  the 
brave  volunteers  who  had  followed  his  standard, 
and  who  bad  constituted  the  principal  part  of 
his  force.    This  could  be  done  with  safety,  leav- 
ing the  regular  portion  of  his  troops  to  garrison 
hia  line  of  forts,  and  two  small  detachments  of 
volunteer  cavalry  to  scour  the  country  round 
Pensacola,  and  sweep  off  the  lurking  remnant  of 
savages  who  had  been  scattered  and  dispersed 
before  him.  This  was  sufficient  to  keep  in  check 
the  remnant  of  the  banditti  against  whom  he 
had  marched,  so  long  as  they  should  be  destitute 
of  other  aid  and  support.    It  was,  in  his  judg^ 
ment,  not  sufficient,  if  thev  should  be  suffered  to 
rally  their  numbers  under  the  protection  of  Span- 
ish forts,  and  to  derive  new  strength  from  the 
impotence  or  the  ill-will  against  the  United 
States  of  the  Spanish  authorities. 

He  took  possession,  therefore,  of  Pensacola 
and  of  the  fort  of  Barancaa.  as  he  bad  done  of 
St.  Mark,  not  in  a  spirit  or  hostility  to  Spain, 
but  as  a  necessary  measure  of  self-defence ;  giv- 
ing notice  that  thev  should  be  restored  when- 
ever Spain  should  place  commanders  and  a  force  | 


there  able  and  wiUIng  to  fulfil  the  cagagcmeois 
of  Spain  towards  the  United  States,  or  of  re- 
straining by  force  the  Florida  Indiaas  from  hos- 
tilities against  their  citizens.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  give  a  signal  manifestauoa 
of  bis  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  the  King 
of  Spain  to  perform  with  good  faith  this  indis- 
pensable engagement,  and  to  demonstrate  to  the 
world  that  neither  the  desire  of  conquest,  nor 
hostility  to  Spain,  had  any  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  United  States,  has  directed  (he  un- 
conditional restoration,  to  any  Spanish  officer 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them,  of  Pensneo/a 
and  the  Barancas,  and  that  of  St.  Mark's,  to  any 
Spanish  force  adequate  to  iu  defence  a^inst  the 
attack  of  the  savages.  But  the  President  will 
neither  inflict  ponishmeoc,  nor  pass  a  censure* 
upon  General  Jackson,  for  that  conduct,  the  mo- 
tives for  which  were  rounded  in  the  purest  patri- 
otism j  of  the  necessity  for  which  he  had  the 
most  immediate  and  eflectual  means  of  forming 
a  judgment;  and  the  vindication  of  which  is 
written  in  every  pace  of  the  law  of  natiou^  as 
well  as  in  the  first  kw  of  nature — self-defence. 
He  thinks  it,  on  the  contrary,  due  to  the  jostice 
which  the  United  States  have  «  right  to  claim 
from  Spain,  and  you  are  accordingly  instructed 
to  demand  of  the  Spanish  Grovernment  that  in- 
quiry shall  be  instituted  into  the  conduct  of  Don 
Jose  Mazot,  Governor  of  Pensacola,  and  of  Don 
Francisco  C.LuengOL  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
and  a  suiuble  puounment  inflicted  apoo  them, 
for  having,  in  defiance  and  violation  of  the  en- 
gagements of  Spain  with  the  United  States^ 
aided  and  assisted  these  hordes  of  savages  in 
those  very  hostilities  against  the  United  Sutes 
which  it  was  their  official  duty  to  resuain.  This 
inquiry  is  due  to  the  character  of  those  officers 
themselves,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Spanish 
Government.  The  obligation  of  Spain  to  re- 
strain, by  force,  the  Indians  of  Florida  from  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States  and  their  ciu- 
zens,  is  explicit,  is  positive,  is  unqualified.  The 
fact  that,  for  a  series  of  years,  they  hare  received 
shelter, assistance, supplies,  and  protection,  in  the 
practice  of  such  hostilities  from  the  Spanish 
commanders  in  Florida,  is  clear  and  unequivocal, 
If^  as  the  commanders  both  at  Pensacola  and  St- 
Marks  have  alleged,  (Nos.  32,  42,)  this  has  been 
the  result  of  their  weakness  rather  than  of  their 
will ;  if  they  have  assisted  the  Indians  agaiast 
the  United  States  to  avert  their  hostilities  from 
the  province  which  they  had  not  sufficient  force 
to  defend  against  them,  it  may  serve  in  some 
measure  to  exculpate,  individually,  those  officers  ; 
but  it  must  carry  demonstration  irresistible  to  the 
Spanish  Government,  that  the  right  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  can  as  little  compound  with  impotence 
as  with  perfidyj  and  that  Spain  must  imimediately 
xnake  her  election,  either  to  place  a  force  in  Flo- 
rida adequate  at  once  to  the  protection  of  her 
territory,  and  to  the  fulfilment  of  her  engage- 
ments, or  cede  to  the  United  States  a  province, 
of  which  she  retains  nothing  but  the  nominal 
possession,  but  which  is,  in  fact,  a  derelict,  open 
to  the  occupancy  of  every  enamyi  airUiztd  or 
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sayage,of  the  Uoited  States,  and  serviDg  do  other 
earthly  purpose  than  as  a  post  of  annoyance  to 
them. 

That  the  purposes,  as  well  of  the  ne^o-Iodian 
banditti,  with  whom  we  have  been  contending, 
as  of  tne  British  invaders  of  Florida,  who  first 
assembled  and  employed  them,  and  of  the  British 
4ntnidiDg  and  pretended  traders,  since  the  peace, 
who  hare  insttgated  and  betraved  them  to  de- 
strnctioD,  have  been  not  less  nostile  to  Spain 
than  to  the  United  States,  the  proofs  contained 
in  the  documents  herewith  enclosed  are  eonclu- 
sire.  Mr.  Ptzarro's  note  of  29th  August  speaks 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  profound  indignation 
at  the  <*  sanguinary  executions  on  the  Spanish 
soil  of  the  subjects  of  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
Kings"  meaning  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrisier.  Let 
Mr.  Pizarro'^  successor  take  the  trouble  of  read* 
ing  the  enclosed  documents,  (Nos.  49,  58,)  and  he 
wnl  discover  who  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister 
were,  and  what  were  their  purposes;  that  Ar- 
buthnot was  only  the  successor  of  Nicholls,  and 
Ambrister  the  agent  of  Woodbine,  and  the  sub- 
altern of  McGregor.  Mr.  Pizarro  qualifies  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  necessary  pursuit  of  a  defeated 
savage  enemv  beyond  the  Spanish  Florida  line 
as  a  shameful  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  territory. 
Tet  that  territory  was  the  territory  also  of  the 
savage  enemy,  and  Spain  was  bound  to  restrain 
them  by  force  from  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  ;  and  it  was  the  failure  of  Spain  to  fulfil 
this  engagement  which  had  made  it  necessary 
for  General  Jackson  to  pursue  the  savage  across 
the  line.  What,  then,  was  the  character  of  Nich- 
olls's  invasion  of  His  Majesty's  terriiorv  ?  And 
where  was  His  Msjesty^  profound  indignation 
at  tbati  Mr.  Pizarro  i^ays.  His  Majesty's  forts 
and  places  have  been  violently  seized  on  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  Had  thev  not  been  seized  on,  nay, 
had  not  the  principal  ur  his  forts  been  blown  up 
by  Nicholls,  and  a  British  fort  on  the  same  Span- 
isn  territory  been  erected  during  the  war,  and 
leA  standing  as  a  negro  fort,  in  defiance  of  Span- 
ish authority,  after  the  peace  ?  Where  was  His 
Majesty's  profound  indignation  at  that?  Has 
His  Majesty  suspended  formally  all  negotiation 
with  the  Sovereign  of  Colonel  Nicholls  for  this 
shameful  invasion  of  his  territory,  without  color 
of  provocation,  without  pretence  of  necessity, 
without  shadow  or  even  avowal  of  a  pretext  ? 
Has  His  Majesty  given  solemn  warning  to  the 
British  Government  .that  these  were  incidents 
"  of  transcendent  moment,  capable  of  producing 
an  essential  and  thorough  change  in  the  political 
relations  of  the  two  countries?"  Nicholls  and 
Woodbine,  in  their  invitations  and  promises  to 
the  slaves  to  run  away  from  their  masters  and 
join  them,  did  not  confine  themselves  to  the 
slaves  of  the  United  States.  They  received  with 
as  hearty  a  welcome,  and  employed  with  equal 
readiness,  the  fugitives  from  their  masters  in 
Florida  as  those  from  Georgia.  Against  this 
special  injury  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  did 
earnestly  remonstrate  with  the  British  admiral, 
Cockburn.  (See  document  marked  No.  25.)  But 
against  the  shameful  invasion  of  the  territory ; 


against  the  violent  seizure  of  the  foru  and  places; 
against  the  blowing  up  of  the  Btraocas,  and  the 
erection  and  maintenance,  under  British  banners, 
of  the  negro  fort  on  Spanish  soil;  against  the 
negotiation  by  a  British  officer,  in  the  midst  of 
peace,  of  pretended  treaties,  offensive  and  defeo' 
sive,  and  of  navigation  and  commerce,  opoi» 
Spanish  territory,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spanish  Indians,  whom  Spain  was  bound  to  con- 
trol and  restrain — if  a  whisper  of  expostulation 
was  ever  wafted  from  Madrid  to  London,  it  wae 
not  loud  enough  to  be  heard  across  the  Atlantici 
nor  energetic  enough  to  transpire  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  palaces  from  which  it  issued,  and  to 
which  it  was  borne. 

The  connexion  between  Arbuthnot  and  Ni- 
cholls, and  between  Ambrister.  Woodbine,  and 
McGreffor,  is  established  beyonu  all  question,  by 
the  evidence  produced  at  the  trials  before  the 
court-martial.  I  have  already  remarked  to  you 
on  the  very  extraordinary  circumstance  that  a 
British  trader  from  beyond  the  sea  should  b« 
permitted  by  the  Spanish  authorities  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  of  Florida.  From  his  letter  to 
Hambly,  dated  3d  May,  1817,  (see  the  document 
marked  G,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court-mar- 
tial,) it  appears  that  his  trading  was  but  a  pre- 
tence, and  that  his  principal  purpose  was  to  act 
as  the  agent  of  the  Indians  of  Florida,  and  out- 
laws from  the  Creeks,  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the 
British  Government  in  their  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  He  expressly  tells  Hambly 
there  that  the  chief  of  those  outlaws  was  the 
principal  cause  of  his  (Arbuthnot's)  being  ia 
the  country,  and  that  he  had  come  with  an  an- 
swer from  Earl  Bathurst,  delivered  to  him  by 
Governor  Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  to  cer- 
tain Indian  talks,  in  which  the  aid  of  the  British 
Government  had  been  solicited. 

Hambly  himself  had  been  left  by  Nicholls  as 
the  agent  between  the  Indians  and  the  British 
Government ;  but  having  found  that  X^icholls 
had  failed  in  his  attempt  to  prevail  upon  the 
British  Government  to  pursue  this  clandestine 
war  in  the  midst  of  peace,  and  that  they  wexe 
not  prepared  to  support  his  pretence  that  half  a 
dozen  outlawed  fugitives  from  the  Creeks  were 
the  Creek  nation ;  when  Arbuthnot,  the  incen- 
diary, came,  and  was  instigating  them,  by  prom- 
ises of  support  from  Great  Britain,  to  commence 
their  murderous  incursions  into  the  United  States, 
Hambly,  at  the  request  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creeks 
themselves,  wrote  to  him,  (Nos.  47,  6,)  warning 
him  to  withdraw  from  among  that  band  of  out- 
laws, and  giving  him  a  solemn  foreboding  of  the 
doom  that  awaited  him  from  the  hand  of  justice 
if  he  persevered  in  the  course  that  he  pursued. 
Arbuthnot  nevertheless  persisted;  and  while  he 
was  deluding  the  wretched  Indians  with  the 
promise  of  support  from  England,  he  was  wri- 
ting letters  for  them  (No.  49  B  C  D  E  F)  to  the 
British  Minister  in  the  United  States,  to  Gover- 
nor Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  to  Colonel 
Nicholls,  to  be  laid  before  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  even  to  the  Spanish  Governor  of  Sl 
Augustine,  and  the  Governor  General  of  the 
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Havana,  (H  n.  2,}  soliciting,  in  all  qaarters,  aid 
and  support,  arms  and  ammunition,  for  the  In- 
dians against  the  United  States,  bewailing  the 
destruction  of  the  negro  fort,  and  charging  the 
British  GoTernment  with  having  drawn  the  In- 
dians into  war  with  the  United  States,  and  de- 
serting them  after  the  peace. 

Tou  will  remark  among  the  papers  produced 
on  his  trial,  a  power  of  attorney  (No.  49  n.  I) 
*  dated  June  17,  1817,  given  him  by  twelve  In- 
dians, partly  of  Florida,  and  partly  of  the  fugi- 
tive outlaws  from  the  United  States.  He  states 
that  his  power  and  his  instructions  were  to  me- 
morialize the  British  Government  and  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  the  Havana.  These  papers 
are  not  only  substantialljr  proved  as  of  his  hand- 
Ivriting  on  the  trial,  but,  in  the  dailv  newspapers 
of  London  of  the  24lh  and  25th  of  August  last, 
his  letter  to  Nicholls  (compare  Nos.  47  a.  and 
49  F.)  is  published,  (somewhat  curiously  gar- 
bled,) with  a  copy  (No.  47  6.)  of  Hambiy's 
above-mentioned  letter  to  him,  and  a  reference 
to  this  Indian  power  of  attorney  to  him,  (com- 
pare Nos.  47  c.  and  49  n.  1,)  approved  by  the 
commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  F.  C.  Luengo. 
Another  of  the  papers  is  a  letter  written  in  the 
name  of  the  same  chiefs,  by  Arbuthnot,  to  the 
Governor  General  of  the  Havana,  (No.  49  H.) 
asking  of  him  permission  for  Arbuthnot  to  es- 
tablish a  warehouse  on  the  Appalachicola,  bit- 
terly and  falsely  complaining  that  the  Americans 
had  inade  settlements  on  their  lands  within  the 
Spanish  lines,  and  callittg  upon  the  Governor 
General  to  give  orders  to  displace  them,  and 
'  send  them  back  to  their  own  country.  In  this 
letter,  they  assign  as  a  reason  for  asking  the 
license  for  Arbuthnot,  their  want  of  a  person  to 
put  in  writing  fbr  them  their  talks  of  grievances 
against  the  Americans,  and  they  add :  "  The 
commander  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  has  heard 
of  all  our  talks  and  complaints.  He  approves 
of  what  we  have  done  and  what  we  are  doing, 
and  it  is  by  his  recommendation  we  have  thus 
presumed  to  address  your  excellency."  You 
will  find  these  papers  in  the  printed  newspapers 
Enclosed,  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
snartial,  and  will  point  them  out  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  not  only  as  decisive  proofs  of  the 
unexampled  compliances  of  the  Spanish  officers 
in  Florida  to  foreign  intrusive  agents  and  insti- 
gators of  Indian  hostilities  against  the  United 
Blates,  but  as  placing  bayond  a  doubt  that  parti- 
cipation of  this  hostile  spirit  in  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark's  which  General  Jackson  so  justlv 
complains  of.  and  of  which  we  have  so  well- 
founded  a  right  to  demand  the  punishment.  Here 
is  the  commandant  of  a  Spanish  fort,  bound  by 
the  sacred  engagement  of  a  treaty  to  restrain  by 
fbrce  the  Indians  within  his  command  from 
committing  hostilities  against  the  United  States, 
conspiring  with  those  same  Indians,  and  deliber- 
ately |:iving  his  written  approbation  to  their  ap- 
pointment of  a  foreigner,  a  British  subject,  as 
their  agent  to  solicit  assistance  and  supplies  from 
the  Governor  Gkneral  of  the  Havani^  and  from 
the  British,  for  carrying  on  those  same  hostilities. 


Let  us  come  to  the  case  of  Ambrister.    He  was 
taken  in  arms,  leading  and  commanding  the  In- 
dians in  the  war  against  the  American  troops ; 
and  to  that  charge,  upon  his  trial,  pleaded  gnilty. 
But  the  primary  object  of  his  coming  there  was 
still  more  hostile  to  Spain  than  to  the  United 
States.    You  find  (No.  58)  that  he  told  three  of 
the  witnesses  who  testified  at  his  trial  that  he  h%d 
come  to  this  country  upon  Mr.  Woodbinds  busi- 
ness at  Tampa  bav,  to  see  the  negroes  righted ; 
and  one  of  them,  that  he  had  a  commission  in  the 
patriot  army  un^er  McGregor,  and  that  he  had 
expected  a^  captaincv.    And  what  was  the  in- 
tended business  of  McGregor  and  Woodbine  at 
Tampa  bay?    It  was  the  conquest  of  Florida 
from  Spain,  by  the  use  of  those  very  Indians  and 
negroes  whom  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's 
was  so  ready  to  aid  and  support  in  war  against 
the  United  States.    The  chain  of  proof  that  es- 
tablishes this  fact  is  contained  in  the  documents 
communicated  by  the  President  to  Congress  at 
their  last  session,  relating  to  the  occupation  of 
Amelia  Island  by  McGregor.    From  these  docu- 
ments you  will  find  (Nos.  56,  57  a.)  that  while 
McGregor  was  there.  Woodbine  went  from  New 
Providence  in  a  schooner  of  his  own  to  join  him; 
that  he  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  just  as  McGreg- 
or, abandoning  the  companions  of  his  achieve- 
ment there,  was  leaving  it;  that  McGregor,  quit- 
ting the  vessel  in  which  he  had  emWked  at 
Amelia,  went  on  board  that  of  Woodbine,  and 
returned  with  him  to  New  Providence;    that 
Woodbine  had  persuaded  him  they  could  yet  ac- 
complish the  conquest  of  Florida  with  soliiets  to 
be  recruited  at  Nassau  Trom  the  corps  of  colonial 
marines  which  had  served  under  NichoUs  during 
th6  late  war  with  the  United  States^  which  corps 
had  been  lately  disbanded,  and  with  negroes  to 
be  found  at  Tampa  bay.  and  1,500  Indians  already 
then  engaged  to  Woodbine,  who  pretended  that 
they  had  made  a  grant  of  all  their  lands  there  to 
him.    Among  the  papers,  the  originals  of  which 
are  in  our  possession,  are,  in  BlcGre^or's  own 
handwriting,  instructions  (No.  57  6.)  lor  sailing 
into  Tampa  bay,  with  the  assertion  that  he  cal- 
culated to  be  there  by  the  last  of  April  or  first  of 
May  of  the  present  year;  a  letter  (c)  dated  27th 
December  last,  to  one  of  his  acquaintances  in  this 
country,  disclosing  the  same  intention ;  and  the 
extract  of  a  proclamation  (d.)  which  was  to  hare 
been  issued  at  Tampa  bay,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida,  by  the  person  charged  with  making  the 
settlement  there  before  his  arrival,  announcing 
his  approach  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  them 
from  the  despotism  of  l^pain,  and  of  enabling 
them  to  form  a  Government  for  themselves.   He 
had  persuaded  those  who  would  listen  to  him 
here  that  his  ultimate  object  was  to  sell  the  Flor- 
idas  to  the  United  States.    There  is  some  reason 
to  suppose  that  he  had  made  indirect  overtures  or 
a  similar  nature  to  the  British  Government.  This 
was  Ambrister's  business  in  Florida.    He  arrived 
there  in  March,  the  precursor  of  McGregor  and 
Woodbine ;  and  immediately  upon  his  arrirtl  he 
is  found  (No.  49)  seizing  upon  Arbuthnot's  goods, 
and  distributing  them  among  the  negroes  and  In- 
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diaosj  seizioff  npoa  hU  resscL  and  jcompelliog  its 
master  to  pilot  aim,  witb  a  body  of.  armed  ne- 
groes, towards  the  fort  of  St.  Mark,  with  the  de- 
clared porpote  of  taking  it  by  surprise  in  the 
Bight;  writing  letters  to  Governor  Uameron,  of 
New  ProTidence,  urgently  calling  for  supplies  of 
manitioos  of  war  and  of  cannon  for  the  war 
against  the  Americans,  and  letters  to  Colonel 
NicboIlS)  renewing  the  same  deijaands  of  supplies, 
ioformiog  him  that  he  is  with  300  negroes,  ^  a 
few  of  oar  Bluff  people,"  who  had  stuck  to  the 
cause,  aod  were  relying  upon  the  faith  of  Nich- 
olls's  promises.  "Our  Bluff  people"  were  the 
peopie  of  the  negro  fort,  collected  by  Nicholls  and 
Woodbine's  proclamations  during  the  American 
aod  English  war;  and  "  the  cause"  to  which  they 
stuck  was  the  savage,  servile,  exterminating  war 
against  the  United  States. 

Among  the  agents  and  actors  of  suck  virtuous 
enterprises  as  are  here  unveiled,  it  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  there  would  be  found  remarkable 
evidences  of  their  respect,  confidence,  and  good 
faith  towards  one  another.  Accordingly,  besides 
the  violent  seizure  and  distribation  by  Ambrister 
of  Arbuthnot's  propertv,  his  letters  to  Cameron 
and  to  Nicholls  are  filled  with  the  distrust  and 
suspicions  of  the  Indians  that  tkey  were  .de- 
ceived and  betrayed  by  Arbuthnot;  while,  in 
Arbnthnoi's  letters  to  the  same  Nicholls,  (No.  49 
F)  be  accuses  Woodbine  of  having  taken  cbarp;e 
of  poor  Francis  the  prophet,  or  Hillis  Hadjjo, 
upon  his  return  from  England  to  New  Provi- 
dence, and.  under  pretence  of  taking.^are  of  him 
and  bis  aflairs,  of  baving  .defrauded  him  of  a 
large  norlioo  of  the  presents  whick  had  been  de- 
lirered  out  from  the  King's  stores  to  him  fpr 
Francis's  use.  This  is  one  of  the  passages  of 
Arbuthnot's  letter  (No.  47  a.)  to  NichoUs,  omit- 
ted in  the  publication  of  it  last  August  in  the 
London  newsQfipers. 

Is  this  narrative  of  dark-  and  complicated  de- 
pravity; this  creeping  and  insidious  war,  both 
against  Spain  and.  the  United  Suites;  this  mock* 
ery  of  patriotism ;  these  political  filters  to  fugi- 
tive slaves  and  loidian  outlaws;  these  perfidies 
and  treacheries  of  villains  incapable  of  keeping 
their  faith  even  to  each  other ;  all  in  ^he  a^meof 
South  American  liberty,  of  the  rights  of  run^r 
way  nesToes,  and  the  wrongs  of  ^vage  murder- 
ers— allcombined and  projected  to  plunder  Spain 
of  het  province,  and  to  spread,  massacre  and  der 
yastation  along  the  borders  of  tHe  United  States—* 
is  ail  this  sufficient  to  cool  the  sympathies  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  Government,  excited  by  the 
execution  of  these  two  "subjects  of  a  Power  in 
amity  with  the  King!"  The  Spanish  govern- 
ment is  not  at  this  day  to  be  inforocied  tbat^  cruel 
as  war  in  its. mildest  forms  must  be,  it  is,  and 
necessarily  must  be,  doubly  cruel  when  waged 
with  savages;  that  savages  make  no  prisoners 
but  to  torture  them ;  that  they  give  no  quarters ; 
that  they  put  to  death,  without  discrimiufition  of 
age  or  sex.  That  these  ordinary  characteristics 
ot  Indian  warfare  have  been  applicable,  in  their 
most  heart-sickening  horrors  to  that  war  left  us 
by  NichoUa  as  hia  legacy,  reinstigated  by  Wood- 


bine. Arbuthaotj  and  Ambrister,  and  atioittlaicd 
by  the  a{>probation,  encouragement,  aod  aid  of 
the  Spanish  commandant  at  St.  Marks,  is  proof 
required  1  Entreat  the  Spi^nish  Minister  of  State 
for  a  moment  to  overcome  the  feelings  which 
details  like  these  must,  excite ;  and  to  refleet,  if 
possible,  with  composure,  upon  the  facts  stated 
in  the  following  extracts  from  the  documents 
encloaed : 

Letter  from  sailingmaster  Jairus  Loomis  to 
Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  13lh  August, 
1816,  reporting  the  4eitruction  of  the  negro  fort. 
(No.  23.) 

^*0n  examining  the  prisoners,  they  atated  that 
£dwi^rd  Daniels,  ordinary  seaman,  who  was 
made  prisoner  in  the  boat  on  the  17th  July,  was 
tarred  and  burnt  alive.^^ 

Letter  from  Archibald  Clarke  to  Gen.  Gaines, 
26th  February,  1817.  (Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  85th 
March,.18ia) 

"On  the  24th  instant  the  house  of  Mr.  Garret, 
residing  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county,  near  the 
boundary  of  Wayne  county,  (Georgia,)  was  at- 
tacked, during  his  absence,  near  the  middle  of  the 
day,  bV  this  party,  (of  Indians,)  oonsieting  pf 
about  nfteen,  who  shot  Mrs,  Garret  in  two  plaets, 
and  then  despatoh?d  her  by  stabbing  and  scalping. 
Her  two  children,  one  about  three  years^  the  otlier 
two  months,  were  also  murdered,  and  the  eldest 
scalped;  the  house  waa  then  plundered  of  every 
article  of  value,  and  set  on.  fire."* 

Letter  from  Peter  B.  Cook  (Arbutknot's  olerk) 
to  Eliz.  A.  Carney,  at  Nassau,  dated  Bnwaoae, 
19th  Januijry,  1818,  giving  an  account  of  their 
operations  with  the  Indiana  against  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  their  massacre  of  Lienieaant  Scotland 
his  Mrty,  (No.  61.) 

''There  was  a  boat  that  wm  taken  by  the  In- 
dians, that  had  in  it  thirty  men,  seven  women, 
and  four  small  children.  Theie  were. six  of  the 
men  get  clfar,  and  one  woman  eaved,  and  all  the 
rest  of  them  got  killed.  The  children  were  taken 
by  the  leg,  and  their  brains  daahed  out  against 
the  boat.'' 

If  the  bare  recital  of  scenes  like  these  cannot  be 
perused  without  shuddering,  what  must  be  the 
agonized  feelings  of  those  whose  wives  and  .chil- 
dren are  fram  Sty  to  day, and  from  night  tonight, 
exposed  to  be  the  victims  of  the  same  barbarity  ? 
Has  mercy  a  voice  to  plead  for  the  perpetrators 
nnd  instigaiors  of  deeds  like  these?  Should  in- 
quiry hereaAei  be  made  why.  wittun  three  months 
after  this  event,  the  savage  Hamathli-Meico.  upen 
be»ng  taken. by  the  American  troops,  was  hv  or- 
der of  their  commander  immediately  hnng,  let  it 
be  told  that  that  savage  was  the  commander  nf 
the  party  by  whom  those  women  were  butoherad, 
and  those  helpless  infants  were  thus  dashed 
against  the  boat.  Contending  with  such  ene- 
mies, although  humanity  revolts  at  entire  retalia- 
tiQu  upon  them,  and  spares  the  Uvea  of  their  fieeUe 
and  deftnceless  women  and  children,  yet  mercy 
herself  surrenders  to  retributive  justice  the  lives 
of  their  leading  warriors  taken  in  arms,  and,  still 
more,  the  lives  of  the  foreign  white  iQcendiarieal 
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who,  diMwocd  by  their  own  Gtoveromeots,  and 
disownioff  their  own  natures,  degrade  themseWes 
beneath  tne  savage  character  bv  rolantarily  de- 
aeending  to  its  lereL  Is  not  this  the  dictate  of 
eommon  sense?  Is  it  not  the  usage  of  legitimate 
warfare?  Is  it  not  consonant  to  the  soundest  ao« 
thorities  of  national  law?  "When  at  war.  (says 
Yattel)  with  a  ferocious  nation  which  obserres 
no  rules,  and  grants  no  quarter  they  may  be 
chastised  in  the  persons  of  those  of  them  who  may 
be  taken ;  they  are  of  the  number  of  the  guilty; 
and  by  this  rigor  the  attempt  may  be  made  of 
bringing  them  to  a  sense  of  the  laws  of  human- 
ity." And  again :  '*  As  a  General  has  the  right 
of  sacrificing  the  lives  of  his  enemies  to  his  own 
safety,  or  that  of  his  people,  if  he  has  to  contend 
with  an  inhuman  enemy,  often  guilty  of  such 
excesses,  he  may  take  the  lires  of  some  of  his 

Srisoners,  and  treat  them  as  his  own  people  have 
een  treated/'  The  justification  of  these  princi- 
ples is  found  in  their  salutary  efficacy  for  terror 
and  for  example. 

It  is  thus  only  that  the  barbarities  «f  Indians 
can  be  successfully  encountered*  It  is  thus  only 
that  the  worse  than  Indian  barbarities  of  Euro- 
pean impostors,  pretending  authority  from  their 
(Governments,  but  always  disavowed,  can  be  pun- 
ished and  arrested.  Qreat  Britain  yet  engages 
the  alliance  and  co-operation  of  savages  in  war; 
but  her  Gbvernment  has  invariably  disclaimed 
all  counteoanj^  or  aothorizatioo  to  her  subjects 
to  instigate  tllem  against  us  in  time  of  peace. 
Yet,  so  it  has  happened,  that,  from  the  period  of 
oar  established  indenendence  to  this  day,  all  the 
Indian  wars  with  which  we  have  been  afflicted 
have  been  distinctly  traceable  to  the  instigation 
of  Boglish  traders  or  agents.  Always  disavowed, 
yet  always  felt;  more  than  once  detected,  but 
never  before  punished ;  two  of  them^  offenders  of 
the  deepest  aye,  after  solemn  warning  to  their 
Government,  and  individually  to  one  of  them, 
have  &llen,  flmgramde  ddido,  into  the  hands  of 
an  American  Qeneral;  and  the  punishment  in* 
flieted  upon  them  has  fixed  them  on  high,  as  an 
example  awful  in  its  exhibition,  but,  we  trust, 
auspicious  in  its  results,  of  that  which  awaits 
unauthorized  pretenders  of  European  agency  to 
stimulate  and  interpose  in  wars  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  Indians  within  their  con- 
trol. 

This  exposition  of  the  oriffio.  the  causes,  and 
the  character  of  the  war  with  the  Benioole  In- 
dians and  part  of  the  Creeks,  combined  with  Mc- 
Gregor's mock  patriots  and  Nicholls's  negroes, 
which  necessarily  led  our  troops  into  Florida, 
and  gave  rise  to  all  those  incidents  of  which  Mr. 
Pizarro  so  vehemently  complains,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  enable  you  to  present  other  and  sounder 
views  of  the  subject  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
(Government. 

It  will  enable  you  to  show  that  the  occupation 
of  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks  was  occasioned  nei- 
ther by  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  Spain,  nor  with  a 
view  to  extort  prematurely  the  povince  from  her 
posseision ;  that  it  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
neglect  of  Spain  to  perform  her  engagements  of 


restraining  the  Indians  from  bociilifies  against 
the  United  States,  and  by  the  culpable  coonte- 
nanee,  encouragement,  and  assistance  given  'to 
those  Indians,  in  their  hostilities,  by  the  Spanish 
governor  and  comnModant  at  those  places ;  that 
the  United  States  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  the 
President  does  demand,  of  Spain  the  ponishment 
of  those  officers  for  this  miscondoct;  and  he  far- 
ther demands  of  Spain  a  just  and  reasonable  in- 
demnity to  the  United  States  for  the  heavy  aad 
necessary  expenses  which  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  incur  by  the  failure  of  Spain  to  perform 
her  engagements  to  restrain  tbe  Indians,  rnggnr 
vated  by  this  demonstrated  complicity  or  her 
commanding  officers  with  them  in  their  hostili- 
ties against  the  United  States;  that  the  two  Bog- 
lishmen  executed  by  order  of  Gkoeral  Jackmo 
were  not  only  identified  with  tbe  savages,  with 
whom  they  were  carrying  on  the  war  against  the 
United  States,  but  that  one  of  them  was  tbe 
mover  and  fomenter  of  the  war,  which,  wiihoot 
his  interference,  and  false  promises  to  the  Inditat 
of  support  from  the  British  Government,  never 
would  have  happened;  that  the  other  was  tbe 
instrument  of  war  against  Spain  as  well  as  the 
United  States,  commissioned  by  McCkegor,  and 
expedited  by  Woodbine,  upon  their  project  of 
conquering  Florida  with  tbese  Indians  and  ne- 
groes ;  that,  as  accomplices  of  the  savages,  and 
sinning  against  their  better  knowledge,  worse 
than  savages,  Greneral  Jackson,  possessed  of  their 
persons  and  of  the  proofs  of  their  guilt,  might, 
by  the  lawful  and  ordinary  usages  of  war,  have 
bung  them  both  without  the  formaiity  ofs  trial; 
that,  to  allow  them  every  possible  opportontcjr  of 
refuting  the  proofs,  or  of  showing  any  circum- 
stance in  extenuation  of  their  crimes,  be  gsive 
them  the  benefit  of  trial  by  a  court  martial  of 
highly  respectable  officers;  that  the  defence  of 
one  consisted  solely  and  exclusively  of  technictl 
cavils  at  tbe  nature  of  part  of  tbe  evideoce 
against  him,  and  the  other  confessed  bis  guilt; 
finally,  that,  in  restoring  Pensacola  and  Sl 
Marks  to  Spain^  the  President  gives  the  most 
signal  proof  of  his  confidence  that,  hereafter,  her 
engagement  to  restrain  by  force  the  Indians  of 
Florida  from  all  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  will  be  effectually  fulfilled ;  that  there  will 
be  no  more  murders,  no  more  robberies,  within 
our  borders,  by  savages  prowling  along  the  Spao- 
ish  line,  and  seeking  shelter  within  it,  to  display 
in  their  villages  the  scalps  of  oar  women  and 
children,  their  victims,  and  to  sell,  with  shame- 
less effrontery,  the  plunder  from  oar  citizens  in 
Spanbh  forte  and  cities ;  that  we  shall  hear  no 
more  apologies  from  Spanish  governors  and 
coinmandants  of  their  inabilitv  to  perform  tbe 
duties  of  their  office  and  the  solemn  contracts  of 
their  country — ^no  more  excuses  for  compliances 
to  tbe  savage  enemies  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  dread  of  their  attacks  upon  themselves — no 
more  harboring  of  foreign  impoators  upon  com- 
pulsion ;  that  a  strength  sufficient  will  be  kept  io 
the  province  to  restrain  tbe  Indians  l>y  force,  and 
officers  empowered  and  instrocted  to  employ  it 
effectually  to  maintain  tbe  good  faith  of  the  na- 
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tion  bf  iht  cffeedYe  folitnaDt  of  the  tmtf . 
Tfae  datf  of  this  Gk>veroroeot  to  protect  the  ptr- 
S008  and  propert?  of  oar  fellow-eitiztos  ott  the 
borders  of  the  United  States  is  impermtiTC-— it 
must  be  discharged.  And  if,  after  afl  the  warn- 
ings that  Spain  hu  had ;  if,  after  the  prostratioa 
of  all  her  territorial  rights  and  neatral  obligations 
hj  Nicbolis  and  his  banditti  doring  war,  and  of 
afl  her  treacf  stipulations  by  Arbothoot  and  Am- 
brister,  abetted  by  her  own  commaoditts  officers. 
during  peace,  to  the  cruel  annoyance  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  if  the  necessities  of  self-defence 
should  again  oompei  the  United  States  to  take 
possession  of  the  Spanish  forts  and  places  in 
Florida,  declare,  with  the  frankness  and  candor 
that  become  ns,  that  another  unconditional  resto- 
ration of  them  most  not  be  expected ;  that  even 
the  Presideni'a  confldence  in  the  good  faith  and 
ultimate  justice  of  the  Spanish  Go?ern  men  twill 
yield  to  the  painful  experience  of  continual  dis- 
appointment i  and  that,  after  unwearied  and 
almost  unnnmbered  appeals  to  them  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  stipulated  duties  in  vain,  the 
United  States  will  be  reluctantly  compelled  to 
rely  for  the  protection  of  their  borders  upon 
themselves  alone. 

Tou  are  authorized  to  communicate  the  whole 
of  this  letter^  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
to  the  Spanish  Qovernment. 
1  nave  the  honor,  dbc. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

G.  W.  Srviro,  Aftniifer  to  Spain, 


J%e  Surdary  4  SMt  io  Don  Luis  De  (Ms. 

Department  of  State, 

Wdihington^  November  30, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and  am  directed  by  the 
President  to  inform  you  that,  in  making  to  yon 
the  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  31st 
of  last  month,  with  regard  to  the  western  boun- 
dtry  between  the  United  States  and  the  bordering 
territory  of  Spain,  it  was  with  the  view,  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  which  it  involved  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  manifest  the 
deep  solicitude  which  he  felt  in  terminating,  bv 
a  general  adjustment  of  ail  the  difierences  which 
have  been  so  long  in  discussion  between  the  two 
nations,  a  state  of  things  so  nnpropitlous  to  the 
good  understanding  between  them,  and  so  much 
to  be  regretted  by  &tb. 

As  it  WDS  believed  this  article  could  alone  nre- 
tent  an  ultimate  obstacle  to  the  agreement  thus 
earnestly  desired,  I  was  directed  tranklv  to  pre- 
sent you  at  once  the  utmost  extent  to  which  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  fell  itself  war- 
ranted, consistently  with  Its  duties  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  nation,  to  concede,  of  those 
unquestionable  rights,  to  accommodate  the  wishes 
and  to  quiet  the  pretensions  of  your  Sovereign ; 
hut,  in  yielding  thus. much,  you  were  explicitly 
notified  that  the  proposition  was  final,  and  that 
upon  your  accepunce  of  it  depended  the  only  re- 
maining hope,  in  the  nipd  of  the  President}  of  a 


termination  to  this  negotiation  satisfaetory  to 
both  parties. 

As  you  have  now  declared  that  yon  are  not 
authorized  to  agree,  either  to  the  course  of  the 
Red  river  (Rio  Roxo)  for  the  boundary,  or  to  the 
forty-first  parallel  of  latitude,  from  the  Snow 
mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  President 
deenu  it  useless  to  pursue  anv  further  the  attempt 
at  an  adjustment  of  this  ODJect  by  the  present 
negotiation.  I  am  therefore  directed  to  state  to 
yon  that  the  offer  of  a  line  for  the  western  bonn- 
dary,  made  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  is  no  longer 
obligatorjT  upon  this  (iovemmeot. 

lUserving,  then,  all  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  to  the  ancient  western  bouodery  of  the 
colony  of  Louisiana  by  the  course  of  the  Rio 
Bravo  del  Norte,  I  am  yet  authorized  to  conclude 
a  convention  or  treaty  with  you  upon  the  other 
subjects  of  existing  difference.  Bur  it  is  proper, 
io  the  first  instance,  and  in  referenee  to  the  nrst 
of  the  propositions  made  by  you  00  the  24th  of 
last  month,  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
which  you  entertain,  and  which  is  certainly  not 
warranted  bv  any  communication  which  yon 
have  received  from  this  Gtoveroment.  Yon  have 
been  informed  that  the  contingencies  upon  which 
Gkneral  Jackson  adopted  those  measures,  which 
von  represent  as  hostilities  and  outra^s,  not 
naving  been  anticipated,  had  been  provided  for 
in  bis  instructions;  that  they  were  unforeseen 
emergencies  upon  which,  judging  measures  of 
energy  necessarjr  he  had  reeurred  to  them  upon 
his  own  responsibility,  and  upon  motives  which 
he  had  himself  explained ;  that  these  measures 
were  dictated  by  the  hostile  spirit,  not  of  the 
American  commander  against  Spain,  but  of  the 
Spanish  commanders  against  the  United  States, 
I  informed  you  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  bad.  directed  that  the  proofs  of  this  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States  of  these  Spanish  offi- 
cers, furnished  by  General  Jackson,  should  be 
imbodied  and  presented  to  the  Qovernment  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  with  a  demand  that  the 
misconduct  of  those  officers  should  be  suitably 
punished.  I  have  now  the  honor  of  stating  to 
you  that  it  has  accordingly  been  done;  that  the 
proofs  collected  by  Qeneral  Jackson,  together 
with  other  accumulating  demonstration  of  the 
justice  of  his  charges  against  Don  Jose  Mazot, 
Gbvemor  of  Pensacola,  and  Don  Francisco  C. 
Luengo,  Commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
in  Spain,  with  instructions  to  lay  them  before 
your  Qovernment,  and  to  call  for  their  just  ani- 
mad version  upon  the  violatioii.  by  those  officera^ 
of  the  solemn  engagements  of  their  country  to 
the  United  States. 

After  a  full  and  deliberate  examination  of  these 
proofs,  the  President  deems  them  irresistibly 
conclusive  that  the  horrible  combination  of  rob- 
bery, murder,  and  war,  with  which  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States  bordering  upon  Florida  has 
for  several  years  past  been  visited,  is  ascribsble 
altogether  to  the  total  and  lamentable  failure  of 
Spain  to  fulfil  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1796,  by  wirieb  she  supolated  to  restrain,  by  foree» 
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her  loduiDs  from  koatililMs  agaiQst .  the  eitneeBs 
of  the  UDited  Slates.  Without  advertinff  to  the 
traAMciions  of  the  late  war  between  the  united 
States  aod  Great  Britain,  who  can  mistake  the 
character  of  the  fact  that  a  fort  on  Spanish  soil 
was  garrisoned  by  hundreds  of  neg[roes  and  In- 
dians, with  an  English  banner  fifing  upon  its 
wall,  for  the  desolation  of  the  Ameriean  border ; 
and  that,sixteen  monthsafter  the  peace  of  America 
and  of  Knglaod,  the  GoTcrnor  of  Pensacola, 
called  upon  by  General  Jackson  to  break  up  this 
lair  of  human  tigers,  pleaded  his  inability,  and 
want  of  orders  («>m  his  Gbvemor  General,  to 
comply  with  the  reqnest  ?  Who  can  mistake 
the  character  of  the  fact,  that,  six  months  after 
the  stronghold  of  these  sarage  banditti  had  been 
blown  up  by  a  shot  from  an  American  guo-ves- 
ael,  a  pretended  Indian  trader,  foreigner  both  to 
Florida  and  to  Spain,  was  permitted  to  come 
into  a  Spanish  province,  there  to  bribe  the  sava- 
ges  by  presents,  and  to  stimulate  them  by  the 
grossest  falsehoods  and  absurdest  misrepresenta- 
tions to  war  against  the  Americans?  Do  the 
Governors  of  Florida,  the  instant  they  learn  the 
appearance  of  this  intruding  incendiary  within 
their  jurisdiction,  seize  and  imprison  him?  Do 
they  even  command  him  to  d^rnrt  from  the 
province?  Nay,  do  they  so  much  as  require 
him  to  obev  the  laws  and  respect  the  engage- 
ments of  their  nation,  and  the  duties  of  tMir 
stations  ?  Far  from  it.  Alexander  Arbuthnot, 
'a  British  subject  from  the  ialand  of  New  Provi- 
dence, lands  in  the  Spanish  provineo  of  Florida, 
and  there  opens  a  warehouse  for  traffic  with  the 
Indians;  by  whose  license  or  permission?  It 
has,  not-  been  the  custom  of  Spain  to  albw;  the 
subjects  of  foreign  Powers  to  intrude  upon  her 
<  colonial  poesessions ;  and  more  than  one  Ameri- 
can citizQn  i9f  at  this  moment,  pining,  in  the  dun- 
;geonsof  Spain  ibr  having  set  his  foot  upon  her 
aoil;  by  whose  permission,  then,  was  Arbuthnot 
allowed  to  iaiermeddle  in  tne  province  of  Florida, 
even  bad  it  beHn  only  for  the  purpose  of  ionoeent 
trade  with  the=  Indians  ?  Had  he  a  license,  or  bad, 
he  not?  If  he  had,it  is  for  the  goveraorvof  Florida 
to  explain  by  whom  and  upon  what  motive  it  ms 
.  granted.  If  he  had  not,  it  is  for  them  to  show 
why  he  was  salSered,  within  their  jurbdiction,  to 
trample  upon  Che  kiW9  of  Spain  with  impunity. 
iPniimaccDt  ttiffic  was  not  the* real  purpose  of 
.  Arfcathnot,  He  was  there  to  stioHiIate  as  well 
>tbe  lodiansof  Florida  as  the  fugitive  outlaws 
from  the  Greek  nation  among  them  to  war  against 
ihe  Ubited  Btates.  He  was  ffoading  them  by  the 
/absurd  pretence  that  the  united  Stales  were 
bound  :by  the  ^Treaty  of  Ghent  to  give  up  to  them 
the  lands  within  the  borders  of  the  United  States 
whidi  had  hcnn  .ceded  by  the  Creek  nniionto  the 
Uakfld  States  six  months  before  the  Treaty  of 
Qkeui  was  signed.  With  the  profooadest  trea- 
.fhery.  to  those  Indians  themselves,  he  was  prom- 
ising them  that  the  British  Gorerameot  would 
support  them  in  this  pretence,  and  was  writing 
:  letters  to  the  Governor  of  New  Providence,  to 
:ihe' British  Minister  here^and  through  Colonel  I 
Nicholls,  in  .Bttgiand,  to  the  British  Government,  I 


aofticltin^  arms  and  ammunition  for  war  mgtdxui 
the  United  States.  Nor  was  this  alL  He  ob- 
tained from  a  number  of  Indian  chiefs  a  powet 
of  attorney'  authorixing  him  to  write  letters  and 
deliver  talks  in  their  name  and  behalf;  and  to 
the  copy  of  that  powen  transmitted  by  him  to 
England  to  be  laid  bmre  the  British  €k»veni- 
meot,  ware  affixed  the  signatareand  opprotoiba 
of  F.  C.  Luengo,  commandant  of  St.  narks.  By 
virtue  of  the  same  power,  he  wrote,  in  the  name 
of'  those  Indians,  a  letter  to  the  Gfowrnor  Gca- 
eral  of  the  Havana,  falsely  pretending'  that  the 
Americans  were  settling  npon  their  lanBa,  withta 
the  Spanish  territory,  and  calling  upon  him  fsr 
force  to  drive  them  out.  This  letter,  too,  asserti 
that  its  contents  were  sanctioned  by  die  approba- 
tion of  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks. 

Arbuthnot  was  taken  by  €teneral  Jaokson  at 
St.  Marks,  and  was  then  an  inmate  of  the  ftimtif 
of  the  commandant.  Among  his  papers  was  fomi 
a  letter  from  the  commandant,  written  shortly  be- 
fore, styling  him  hisJHaidj  giving  him  notice  of 
the  approach  of  the  American  force,  and  advisia; 
him  to  come  and  provide  for  the  safety  of  kis 
lUUei^airt^^nd  hold  consultation  with  him  upoi 
subjects  which  could  not  with  prudence  be  com- 
mitted to  writing.  What  conscfonsaess  of  par- 
tieiiiation  in  the  abominable  purposes  of  Arbach- 
not  is  betrayed  in  those  few  words !  What  wer« 
those  common  coneerns  of  an  Bnglish  Indiaa 
trader  and  of  ihe  Spanish  commaadant  of  a  fort, 
which  required  ao  thick  a  veil  of  ayetery  to  con- 
ceal them  from  detection  that  this  offieor  should 
be  afraid  to  expose  them  to  the  posaibi/ity  of  dis- 
covery by  ocMnmiUing  Vth^m  to  paper?  They 
were,  that  St.  Sdarks  was  the  centre  of  Arboth- 
oot's  intrigues' with  the  Indians  against  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  that  councils  of  the  hostile  Indiaas 
were  held  at  the  commandant's  qoarters,  at  wrhicli 
he  personally  attended ;  that  white  men,  Spaaisli 
sobjedS)  inhabitants  of  Florida,  had  been  taken 
prisoners  by  the  Indians,  nnderthe  infl««iceand 
by  the  direetion  of  Arbuthnot ;  reserved  by  the 
Indians  for  torture ;  delivered  as  prisoners  to  the 
custody  of  the  eommandant  of  6t.  Iforks ;  re- 
ceived by  bkn  as  prisoners,'  and  held  as  sneh  ui- 
til  delivered  by  General  Jackson's  approach  to 
that  place.  They  were,  in  fine,  that  6u  Marh 
had,  in  substance,  become  an  Indian  fort  under  a 
Spanish  standard;  and  to  such  an  extent  did  tke 
conmiandant  countenance  the  savages  in  theii 
depredations  upon  the  borders  of  the  Uoitcd 
States,  that  he  actually  contracted  with  some  of 
them  to  purchase  cattle  to  be  robbed  %y  them 
from  the  citisens  of  Georgia,  actually  purchased 
them  after  they  had  been  lobhed,  and  aetoally 
sold  them  as  his  private  propertv  to  the  purvey* 
ing  officers  df  General  Jacbon's  amy  after  he 
took  poseasion  of  the  fort. 

It  IS  to  the  artifices  and  instigations  of  Arbath- 
not,  thus,  €0  say  the  least,  toleieted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola,  and  thus  aided  and  abetted 
by  the  oobimandant  of 'St  Marb,  that  tbis  tm 
with  the  Seminole  Indians  has  been  doe.  But  for 
them  U  would  wndoubtedly  nerer  hnve  happoied. 
If  no  direet  proof  has  appnied  that  the  Gorernor 
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»f  Peiuaeola  was  imphci^ttd  ia  tiie  erimiMl  pro- 
teediogs  of  Arbathnot  aa  the  oommandaQt  or  Su 
ilark's,  ample  eTidence  has  been  prodaeed  of  his 
itriog  aided,  assisledy  and  sheltered  the  lodiaos; 
>f  his  having,  as  loog  as  he  dared^  famished 
hem  with  supplies^  ioclading  moaitioos  of  war. 
Lod  his  hostiJity  to  the  Doited  States  has  been 
QfficieDtly  manifested  by  his  exposing  their  army 
3  the  danger  of  famine^  from  the  impediments 
pposed  by  his  orders  to  the  passage  up  the  £»• 
&mbia  river  of  their  supplies*  That  he  harbored 
ne  lodian  chief  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and 
ot  even  belonging  to  Florida,  is  apparent  by  the 
rtiele  of  capitalation  which  he  obcaiaed  in  his 
ivor.  That  he  suffered  another,  George  Perry* 
lan,  to  escape  from  Pensacola  upon  Qeneral 
acbon's  approach,  and  go  to  England,  there  to 
?new^  if  possible,  the  negotiations  of  the  prophet 
*rancis,  is  annoanced  as  a  late  article  of  news  in 
)e  Boglish  joarnals.  That  a  number  of  other 
adians  were  enabled,  bv  the  assistance  of  offi- 
ers  onder  his  command,  to  escane  (torn  Pensa- 
ola  on  the  very  day  that  it  was  uaen  by  General 
acksoo,  is  proved  by  the  certificates  of  several 
fitoeMea.  And,  lastly,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
rrite  a  letter  to  that  commander,  before  he  took 
^eosacola^  threatening,  in  ihe  event  of  his  not 
ithdrawing  immediately  from  Florida,  to  resist 
rliat  he  termed  his  aggressiona  bv  force. 
It  is  therefore  to  the  conduct  of  her  «wa  con- 
itDding  officers  that  Spain  must  impute  the 
Messity  ander  which  General  Jackson  found 
imself  of  occupying  the  places  of  their  com- 
isDd.  Had  the  engagements  of  Spain  been 
ilfilledy  the. United  Slates  wonid  have  had  no 
l«miaole  war.  Far.  then,  from  being  under  ob- 
gaiion  to  indemnily  the  Orowa  of  Spain  for 
D]r  losses  which  it  majF  have  snataiacd  in  coa- 
eqaence  of  this  neeesaityi  the  United  States  are 
oiitled  to  demand]  and  the  Mioiater  of  the  Uni- 
!d  States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  accord- 
igly,  that  the  Crown  of  Spain  should  indemnify 
bem  for  the  ezt^aordinary  and  indispcDsable  ez- 
«D8es  which  they  have  been  ooropelied  to  incur 
y  the  prosecution  of  thia  war,  which  Spain  was 
oQod  to  prevent.  The  revenue  collected  ia  the 
laees  occupied  is  very  far  from  being  adequate 
}  (hat  object.  As  to  the  losses  or  injuries  to  the 
ihabitanu,  as  privaie.pro|)erty,  both  at  St.  Mark's 
nd  Pensacolai  has  been  loviolably  respected^  no 
lyity  can  have  happened  to  them  ibr  which 
he  united  States  pbonld  be  respoaaible. 
With  resjiect  to  the  other  articles  saggested  in 
fOQr  propositions  of  24th  October,  and  yoor  ob< 
«rrations  upon  the  modifications  to  them,  pro* 
^3«d  by  me,  as  well  as  to  other  objects  of  mmor 
'OQcernmenv  to  which  your  last  note,  alludes,  I 
im  not  aware  of  any  insuperable  obstacle  to  our 
coming  to  an  agreement  apon  lhem«  Should 
roar  instructions  authorize  yon  to  waive  the 
further  consideration  of  the  two  articles  upon 
which  I  have  now  communicated  to  you  the  nnal 
determination  of  the  President,  and  to  proceed  ia 
tbe  discussion  of  the  rest,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
confer  vithyou  verbally  concerning  them  aa  soon 
^  tnay  snil  your  convenience.    Anei  the  explicit 


answer  given  yoo  in  my  note  of  the  18ih  March 
last  to  your  proposal  of  referriaff  the  diferences 
between  our  Ciovernmenta  to  the  mediatioo  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  reasons  there  assigned  for 
declining  that  overture,  the  offer  which  you  make 
of  referring  them  to  the  allied  monarohs,  whom 
you  state  to  be  now  assembled  at  Aiz-la*Chapelle, 
was  not  to  be  expected.  As  you  have,  however, 
thought  proper  to  make  it,  I  refer  you  to  mr 
above*meniioned  note  for  the  grounds  upon  whicn 
it  is  declined.  If  you  do  not  feel  yourself  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed  in  the  negotiation  on  the  terms 
herein  proposed,  postponing  the  articles  relative 
to  theHvesiern  Douodary,and  the  late  transactioBs 
in  Florida,  I  shall  be  ready,  at  your  convenience, 
to  exchange  with  you  the  ratifications  of  the  eoor 
ventton  of  1903. 

I  embrace  with  pleasure  the  occaaioB  of  renew- 
ing to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distingttished 
consideration. 

JOHiN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Bxiraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adanu  to  Mr,  Erving^ 

daied 

DaPARTiiBiiT  OF  Statb, 

fVoihington,  December  3, 1818. 

On  the  87th  March  last,  the  Spanish  Minister 
here,  Mr.  Onis,  addressed  a  letter  to  this  Depart* 
ment,  for  the  professed  purpose  of  vindicating 
the  character  and  condaot  of  the  Spanish  com^ 
mandittg  officers  in  Florida^  and  of  proving  that 
they  had  invariably  discharged  their  duties  of 
friendly  proceeding  towards  the  United  States, 
and  the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  1795,  by  which 
Spain  was  bound  to  restrain,  by  force,  the  hostil- 
ities of  her  Indians  in  Florida  against  the  Unitel 
States.  To  this  letter  are  annexed  fourteen  doo- 
umentH,  the  greater  part  of  which  consist  of  re- 
monstrances, addressed  dorinff  the  late  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to 
British  officers,  against  their  continual  violations 
of  the  neutrality  of  the  Spanish  territory.  It  is 
not,  however,  to  those  docaments,  but  to  the  two 
f  Bumberrd  13  and  14)  as  annexed  to  that  letter, 
(Nos.  66, 67,)  that  I  wish  to  invite  your  attention.. 
No.  13  is  the  tranAUian  of  a  letter  purportiag  to 
be  from  Bowlegs,  one  ef  the  Seminole  Indian 
chiefs,  most  inveterately  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  to  Don  Jose  Coppiager,  Governor  of  St. 
Augustine.  A  translatioa  I  you  will  sav*  Why 
a  translation  i  and  from  whaf  language  ?  Neither 
Gbvernor  Coppinger  nor  Mf.  Onis  has  furnished 
the  means  of  answering  that  qacstioB.  Th%y  are 
furnished,  however,  by  the  papers  of  Arbathnot, 
which  fell  into  General  Jackson's  hands.  The 
language  was  Bngitsh^  and  the  original  was 
wrttten  by  Arbuthnot.  The  draught  waa  found 
among  his  papers^  and  was  produced  to  the  court 
martial  upon  his  trial,  (No.  49— No.  8.)  We 
naturally  suppose  that  Governor  Coppinger,  upon 
receiving  a  letter  ia  English  from  a  Seminole 
lodian  chief,  must  have  been  surprised,  unless  he 
knew  from  whom  and  whense  it  came.  •  The 
suhMnce  of  his  answer  shows  that-he  did  knew 
both  wlfecnc^  it  came  aodahe  character  of  him  by 
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whom  it  was  written.  By  the  copies  of  the  two 
letters,  which  are  enclosed,  jroo  will  see  in  that 
of  Bowlegs  a  part  of  the  sjrBtematic  iotriffaes  of 
Arhothnot  to  instigate  as  well  the  Spanish  com- 
manders  in  Florida  as  the  savages  against  the 
United  States;  and,  in  that  of  Gorernor  Cop- 
pioger,a  direct  declaration  to  the  Indians  that  all 
his  supposed  cause  of  alarm  and  complaint  pro- 
ceed **rrom  the  information  of  persons  in  whom 
he  ought  not  to  place  the  smallest  confidence,  it 
beinff  their  principle  to  employ  such  opportuni- 
ties tor  the  purpose  of  seducing  him  and  his  peo- 
ple from  their  daily  labor."  After  offering  his 
own  friendly  advice,  the  Governor  adds :  M  am 
fearful,  however,  that  the  sentiments  of  those  who 
come  into  the  territory  under  the  appearance  of 
friendship,  but  with  bad  intentions,  may  influence 

Jonr  minds  and  obtain  your  confidence  by  their 
attering  representations."  And,  finally,  he  com- 
plains  that  two  persons  had  lately  presented 
themselvesascommissionersof  the  English  nation, 
and  carried  off  several  roaaway  negroes  belonging 
to  inhabitants  of  the  province.  It  is  apparent, 
from  this  letter,  that  Governor  Gonpinger  was 
well  informed  of  the  operations  or  Arbothoot 
and  Woodbine,  and  that  he  saw  them  in  their 
true  colors.  How,  then,  does  it  happen  that,  a 
vear  afterwards^  the  Spanish  commandant  at  St. 
Mark's  is  found  so  entirely  leagued  with  Arbuib- 
not  as  to  sign  his  name  to  the  approbation  of  a 
power  of  attorney,  given  to  him  by  the  hostile 
chiefs,  to  write  letters  and  deliver  talks  in  their 
names ;  to  hold  councils  of  war  with  them  at  his 
quarters;  to  hold  as  prisoners  white  persons,  in- 
habitants of  the  province,  taken  by  them;  and  to 
write  a  letter  to  Arbuthnot,  asking  him  to  come 
and  confer  with  him  upon  subjects  which  could 
not  be  committed  to  paper  ?  The  original  of  that 
letter,  which  is  in  bad  French,  and  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  signed 
bv  him,  is  in  our  possession,  (No.  48.)  A  copy 
or  it  is  among  the  papers  enclosed.  We  cannot 
doubt  that  the  Spanish  Government  will  consider 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  conspiracy  of  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark's,  with  Arbuthnot  and  the  Indians, 
■gainst  the  United  States.  Should  he  be  put 
upon  his  trial,  as  you  are  instructed  to  demand, 
the  original  letter  itself  will  be  transmitted  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  court. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  original  draught 
in  Arbuthnot's  handwriting  of  the  letter  from 
Bowlegs  to  Governor  Coppinger  differs  in  several 
paragraphs  from  the  translation  oommnnicated 
by  Mr.  Oois  as  received  by  him  from  Gk>vernor 
Coppinger.  The  following  passage  particularly, 
which  appears  in  the  draught  produced  before 
the  court-martial,  is  not  in  the  translation  for« 
nished  by  Governor  Coppinger:  "  The  Spanish 
subjecu  in  the  Floridas  are  too  much  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Americans  to  be  our  friends.  For 
the  governors  I  shall  always  entertain  the  great- 
est regard;  but  for  the  people,  they  do  not  act  so 
as  to  merit  my  esteem  and  protection."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  is  nearly  the  same.  We  do 
not  suppose  that  the  omission  was  made  by  the 
Governor ;  but  rather  that  Arbuthnot,  yet  nneer^ 


tain  how  such  a  reflection  woald  be  received, 
omitted  it  from  the  letter  itself  which  was  rraos- 
mitted  to  the  Governor. 

The  papers  marked  Nos.  63,  63,  64,  and  68.  are 
copies  of  originals,  in  the  handwriting  of  Arbuth- 
not^ taken  with  the  rest  of  his  papers,  but  not  ex- 
hibited before  the  court-martiaL  The  sheet  of 
his  journal  is  of  some  importance,  as  establishing 
his  connexion  and  dissatisfaction  with  Woodbine. 
No.  65  is  a  letter  from  him,  said  to  be  to  an  officer 
of  rank  in  England,  f  no  doubt  Nieholla,}  dated 
January  30,  1818,  only  three  months  before  he 
was  taken. 

The  sheet  of  the  journal  shows  that  Arbuthnot 
arrived  with  Woodbine  from  New  Providence  at 
Suwanee  about  the  last  of  October.  1816,  and  that 
they  immediately  commenced  their  operatiooi 
with  the  Indians  against  the  United  States.  Bow- 
legs's  letter  to  Governor  Coppinger  is  dated  No- 
vember 18  of  that  year,  and  apologizes  for  his  not 
having  sooner  answered  a  letter  of  September, 
from  the  Governor,  by  the  impossibility  he  bad 
been  under  of  finding  a  person  to  write  the  answer 
for  him.  Among  other  complaints  against  Wood- 
bine in  this  journal,  there  is  one,  distinctly,  that 
he  had  promised  the  savages  assistance  from  the 
British  Government,  without  authority,  and  by 
direct  falsehood  j  and  he  expresses  an  apprehea* 
sion  that  when  the  Indians  find  out  that  none  of 
those  promises  are  realized,  their  fury  will  fall 
upon  himself. 

No.  1. 

NickoUi*9  litiict  and  Pptrf/jfreisfrisw 

HnAoaDABTsna,  Psvsaoola, 

At^uai  31, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  arrived  in  the  Floridas  for  the 
purpose  of  annoying  the  only  enemy  Great  Brit* 
ain  has  in  the  world.  As  France  and  Bogland 
are  now  friends,  I  call  on  you,  with  your  brave 
followers,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  which  yon  bball  have  the  rank  of  a^aea. 
Lands  will  be  given  to  yonalL  in  proporuoa  to 
your  respective  ranks,  on  a  peace  taking  place; 
and  t  invite  you  out  on  the  following  terms: 
your  property  shall  be  guarantied  to  yoa,  and 
your  persons  protected.  In  return  for  which,  I 
ask  yon  to  cease  all  hostilities  against  Spain  or 
the  allies  of  Great  Briuio.  Your  ships  and  vei* 
sels  to  be  ^<^esd  under  the  orders  of  the  cosi- 
manding  officer  on  the  station  until  the  comniaa- 
der-in-chiefs  pleasure  is  known ;  but  1  goaraacy 
their  fair  value  at  all  events. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  ny  procla- 
mation to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  which 
will,  I  trust,  point  out  to  you  the  honoiable  in- 
tentions of  my  Government  Yon  may  be  a  use* 
fttl  assistant  to  me  in  forwarding  them ;  there- 
fore, if  you  determine,  lose  no  time.  The  bearer 
of  this,  Captain  IdoWilliams,  will  satisfy  you  oa 
anv  other  points  you  may  be  anxious  to  learo,  as 
will  Captain  Lockyer,  of  the  Sophia,  who  carries 
him  to  you.  We  have  a  powerful  reinforcement 
on  the  way  here,  and  I  hope  to  cut  out  some  other 
work  for  the  Americans  than  oppressing  the  in- 
habitants of  Louisiana.    Be  expeditions  on  your 
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BdaHmu  wUh  Spain. 


resolrci,  and  rcJy  opoa  tlie  Teraeitf  of  your  ham- 
ble  scrriot, 

BDWARD  NICHOLLS, 
Lieut.  CO.  Qn^g  A  B.  M:sjbrce$. 

To  MoDsieur  Lappiti, 
or  the  CommandtnU  at  Barrataria. 

By  LUuttnmi  Coionel  Edward  Ifkkoik,  eommaading 
Hu  BritmmU  MegntifM  fortu  in  the  Florida** 

Natires  of  LooismBa,  on  jod  the  first  call  is 
made  lo  assist  in  liberating  from  a  faithless  and 
imbecile  GoTernment  froar  paternal  soil.  Span- 
iardsy  Frencbaaen,  Italians,  and  British,  whether 
fettled  or  residioi^  for  a  time  in  Loalsiana,  on  Too 
I  also  call  to  aid  me  in  (he  jnst  canse.  The 
American  osorpatioa  in  this  eonntry  most  be 
abolished,  and  the  lawfol  owners  of  the  soil  pnt 
io  pones&ioo.  I  am  at  the  bead  of  a  large  body 
of  Indians,  well  armed,  disciplined,and  command^ 
ed  by  British  officers;  a  good  train  of  artillery, 
with  every  requisite,  seconded  by  the  powerfnl 
aid  of  a  nnmeroos  British  and  8panieh  equadran 
of  ships  and  ressels  of  war.  Be  not  alarmed,  in« 
habitants  of  the  eoontry.  at  onr  approach  ;  the 
8sme  good  fiiitb  and  disinterestedness  which  have 
distinguished  the  condoct  of  Britons  in  Europe 
seeompany  them  here.  Yoo  will  have  no  fear 
of  litigious  tasas  imposed  on  vou  for  the  purpose 
of  earryiag  on  an  onoatoral  and  unjost  war; 
your  jproperty,  your  laws,  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
ity of  your  eoontry,  will  be  guarantied  to  yoo  by 
men  who  will  soffer  no  infriogemlut  of  theirs; 
rest  assured  that  these  brave  men  only  burn  with 
an  ardent  desire  of  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs 
they  have  suffered  from  the  Americans  to  Join 
yon  io  liberating  these  Southern  frontiers  from 
ibeir  yoke,and  drive  them  into  the  limits  formerly 
prescribed  by  ny  Sovereign.  The  Indians  have 
pledged  themselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
Dot  to  iojure  in  the  slighiest  degree  the  per<<onB  or 
goperties  of  any  but  enemies  to  their  Spamekor 
Etigiiih/atMera.  AJlag  ower  every  door,  whether 
Spsoishy  Freoeh,  or  lA'itish,  wilt  be  a  sure  pro- 
tection* Nor  dare  any  Indian  pot  his  foot  on  the 
threshold  thereof,  under  penalty  of  death  from 
bis  own  cottntrymen.  Not  even  an  enemy  will 
80  Indian  pot  to  death,  except  resisting  in  arms ; 
tad  as  f  u  injuring  helpless  women  and  children, 
the  red  men,  by  their  good  conduct  and  treatment 
to  them,  will,  if  it  be  possible,  make  the  Amer^ 
leans  blush  for  their  more  than  inhuman  conduct 
lately  on  the  Bscambia,  and  within  a  neutral 
territorr* 

InhaoitanCs  of  Kentucky,  ]rou  have  too  long 
borne  with  grievous  Impositions.  The  whole 
brant  of  the  war  has  fallen  on  your  brave  sons; 
be  imposed  on  no  more ;  but  either  rsnge  yoor* 
•elves  under  the  standard  of  your  forefathers,  or 
observe  a  strict  neotrality.  If  yoo  comply  with 
either  of  thetie  offers,  whatever  provisions  yoo 
Bead  down  will  be  paid  for  in  dollars,  and  the 
^eiy  of  the  persons  bringing  it,  as  well  as  the 
irte  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  goarantied  to 
yoo.  Men  of  Kentncky,  let  me  call  to  yoor 
▼lew,  and,  I  trust,  to  your  abhorrencei  the  conduct 


of  those  fiietioBs  which  hurried  you  into  this  cruel, 
unjost,  and  onnatoral  war.  At  a  time  when 
Great  Britain  was  straining  every  nerve  in  the 
defence  of  her  own,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
world ;  when  the  bravest  of  her  sons  were  fight- 
ing and  bleeding  in  so  sacred  a  caose  3  when  she 
was  spending  millions  of  her  treasure  io  endea- 
voring to  poll  down  one  of  the  most  formidable 
and  dangeroos  tyrants  that  ever  disgraced  the 
form  of  man ;  when  groaning  Eorope  waa  almost 
in  her  last  casp ;  when  Britain  alone  showed  an 
ondaooted  front,  basely  did  these  assassins  endea- 
vor to  stab  her  from  the  rear.  She  has  torned 
on  them,  renovated  from  the  bloody  but  socces^ 
fui  struggle.  Europe  is  happy  and  free,  and  she 
now  hastens  justly  to  avenge  unprovoked  insults. 
Show  them  that  you  are  not  collectivelv  uniust; 
leave  that  contemptible  few  to  shiA  for  tnem« 
selves;  let  those  slaves  of  the  tyrant  send  an 
embassy  to  Blba^  and  implore  his  aid;  but  let 
every  honest,  upright  Aoieriean  spurn  them  with 
merited  contempt.  After  the  eiperienoe  of 
twenty-one  years,  can  you  any  longer  support 
those  brawlers  for  libertyi  who  call  it  freedom, 
and  know  not  when  themselves  are  free  ?  Be  no 
longer  their  dupes;  accept  of  my  offer;  everything 
I  have  promised  in  this  paper  I  guaranty  to  you 
on  the  sacred  honor  of  a  British  officer. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  my  headquarten, 
Pensacola.  the  29th  of  August,  1814. 

EDWARD  NIGHOLLS. 

No.  2  a. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  CoL  NieholU  io  CoU  HawkHu. 

Appalaobicboul,  April  28, 1815. 

Being  absent  from  this  post  when  your  letter 
of  the  19th  ultimo  arrived,  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  answer  i  t.  On  the  sobject  of  the  negroes  lately 
owned  bf  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
Indians  in  hostility  to  the  British  forces,  I  have 
to  acquaint  you  that^  accordinj^  to  orders,  I  have 
sent  them  to  the  British  colonies,  where  they  are 
received  as  free  settlers,  and  lands  given  to  them. 
The  newspaper  you  sent  me  is,  I  rather  think, 
incorrect;  at  all  events,  an  American  newspaper 
cannot  be  authority  for  a  British  officer.  I  here- 
with enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  part  of  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  relstlve  to  the  In- 
dians In  alliance  with  us ;  they  have  aigned  and 
accepted  it  as  an  indiipindeiU  people,  solemnly 
protesting  to  suspend  all  hostilities  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Within  these  few 
days  I  have  had  a  complaint  from  the  Seroinoles* 
chief.  Bowlegs.  He  states  that  a  party  of  Amer- 
ican horse  have  made  an  incursion  Into  the  town, 
killed  one  man,  wounded  another,  and  stolen  some 
of  his  cattle ;  also,  that  they  have  plundered  some 
of  his  people  on  their  peaceable  way  from  St. 
Augustine.  May  I  req^^oest  of  you  to  inquire  into 
this  affair,  and  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  the 
murderer,  aod  have  the  cattle  restored  ?  I  strictly 
promise  you  that,  for  any  mischief  dooe  by  the 
Creeks  under  me,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
punish  the  delinquents,  and  have  the  property 
restored. 
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The  chiefs  here  have  requested  ne  further  to 
declare  to  yoa  that,  in  order  to  prefeoc  aof  diBa« 
greeable  circumstances  from  happeuiagiD  future, 
thef  have  come  to  a  determinaitoo  not  to  permit 
the  least  intercourse  between  their  people  and 
those  of  the  United  States.  Thef  have,  in  con- 
sequence, ordered  them  to  cease  all  communioa- 
tioUi  directlv  or  indirectly,  with  the  territory  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  they  do  take  this 
public  mode  of  warning  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  entering  their  territory,  or  com- 
munictting  directly  or  indirecily  with  the  Creek 
people.  They  also  request  that  you  will  under- 
stand their  territories  to  be  as  they  stood  in  the 
year  1811.  In  my  absence.  I  have  directed  First 
Lieutenant  William  Hambiy,  the  head  interpre- 
ter, to  communicate  with  voo  on  any  point  leia- 
tive  to  the  Creeks ;  and  I  have  given  him  my 
most  positive  orders  thai  he  shall  at  all  times  do 
his  best  to  keep  petce  and  good  neighborhood 
between  the  Creeks  and  your  citi2ens. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  NICH0LL8, 
Com*g  BritUhfoTO»in  Flandtju 

No.  2  6. 

[Psper  enclosed  in  the  above  letter.] 

Part  of  the  nhUh  mrticU  t^thttnahfofpmot  betwetn 
Hu  BrUanme  M^titv  and  the  Viuitd  Staie$,  rela^ 
Hve  to  the  IndUm  wn»  haoe  been  in  aUUmee  mfiik 
Great  BHtmn^  mdin  hoMUy^  with  the  U.  Statee. 

The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put 
an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith 
to  restore  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all 
the  possessions,  rights,  and  privileges  which  they 
may  have  enjoyed  or  been  entitM  to  in  1811, 
prexious  to  such  hostilities:  Provided ^alioaya, 
That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  ayree  to  desist 
from  all  hostilities  against  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
such  tribes  or.  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
ingly. 

yye,  the  undersigned,  chiefs  of  the  Muscogee 
nation,  declared  by  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  be 
a  free  and  independent  people,  do,  in  the  name 
of  the  said  nation,  agree  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  His  Britannic  Mejesty 
and  the  United  Staites;  and  we  do  further  declare 
that  we  have  given  most  strict  and  positive 
orders  to  all  our  people  that  thev  desist  f>om 
hostilities  of  every  kind  against  tne  citizens  or 
subjecu  of  the  United  States. 

diven  under  our  hands  at  the  British  fort  on 
the  AppAlachicola,  the  2d  day  of  April,  1815. 
HEPOAfiTH  MEICO,  his  X  mark. 
CAPPACHIMICO,  his  X  mark. 
HOPOY  MEICO,  T.  P.,  his  X  mark. 
Witnesses: 

Ed.'Nicbolls,  Lt.  CoL  Com^g  Indiane* 

R.  Bankes,  Com^g  H.  M,  Brig  Fbrward. 

G.  WooDBiNB,  (^t,  UL  brig.  R.  C  M. 

Wm.  Hamblt,  lA,y  qM  head  interpreter* 


•I  certify,  4)i  honor,  that  this  is  a  true  eopy  of 
the  original. 

ELT  "LESTER, 
U:S.^StirdBeepir,  fhri  Laftartnce. 

No.  3. 
Colonel  Nieholk  to  Colonel  Hawkim. 

Bamav  Post,  Ap^ALackicoLi  Riveb. 

Aftiy  12^  1815. 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  28ih  Ultinio^  I  re- 
quested you  would  be  so  good  as  to  make  taqniry 
into  the  murder  and  robwr^s  conmiued  on  the 
Seminoles  belonging  to  the  chief  caUed  BowIeg^s ; 
at  the  same  time  declaring  my  deterauaation  of 
punishing,  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law,  any 
one  of  our  side  who  broke  iu  Of  this  a  melaa- 
choly  proof  has  been  given,  in  the  ezecation  of 
an  inflian  ef  the  Ataphalgo  town,  by  Hoibly 
Poya  Tustunnuggee,  chief  of  Ockmulgees,  wu> 
found  him  driving  off  a  gang  of  cattle  oelonginff 
to  your  citizens;  and  for  which  act  of  justice! 
have  given  him  double  presents^  and  a  chid^ 
gun,  in  the  open  square  before  the  wbi^  of  the 
chiefs,  and  highly  extolled  him.  Theae,  air,  are 
the  steps  I  am  daily  takiag  to  keep  the  peace  with 
sincerity;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  same  line  is 
not  taken  on  your  aide,  nor.  have  yon  written  to 
say  what  steps  yon  are  taking,  or  intand  to  taJB, 
to  secure  this  mutual  good,  dince  the  last  com- 
plaint from  Bowlegs,  I  have  had  another  from 
him,  to  say  your  citizens  have  again  attacked  and 
murdered  two  Of  his  people;  that  they  had  stolen 
a  gang[  of  his  cattle,  but  that  lie  had  sncceeded  la 
regaining  them. 

I  asked  him  what  proof  they  had  of  their  beioj^ 
killed.  They  said  they  had  found  their  bloody 
clothes  in  the  American  camp^  which  was  hastily 
evacuated  on  their  approach.  Now,  sir,  if  these 
enormities  are  suffered  to  be  carried  on  in  a 
Christian  country,  what  are  yon  to  expect  by 
shewing  such  an  example  to  the  Bueuitirated 
native  of  the  woods?  (for  savsge  I  will  not  call 
them— their  conduct  entitles  them  to  a  better 
epithet. )  I  haw,  however,  ordered  them  to  stand 
on  the  defensive*  and  have  sent  them  a  iarse  sup- 
ply of  arms  and  ammuniiion,  and  told  £em  to 
put  to  death  without  mercy,  any  one  molesting 
them ;  but  at  all  limes  to  be  careful  and  not  pet 
a  foot  over  the  American  line;  in  the  mean  timc^ 
that  I  should  complain  to  yon,  that  I  was  coo- 
vinced  you  would  do  your  best  to  curb  such  in- 
famous conduct;  also^  that  those  people  who  did 
such  deeds  would,  I  was  convinced,  be  disowned 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  Staiea^  and 
severely  punished.  They  have  given  their  con* 
sent  to  await  your  answer  before  they  take  re- 
venge; but,  sir,  they  are  impatient  for  it,  and. 
well  armed  as  the  whole  nation  now  is^  and 
stored  with  ammunition  and  provisions^  having 
a  stronghold  to  retire  upon  in  case  of  a  superior 
force  appearing,  picture  to  yourself,  sir,  the  mis- 
eries  that  may  be  suffered  hy  good  and  innocent 
citizens  on  your  frontiers^  and  I  am  sore  yoa 
will  lend  i^e  your  best  aid  in  keeping  the  bad 
spirits  in  subjection.    Testerday,  in  a  fall  asKm- 
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ly  of  the  cbiefa^  I  gOtthcmaa  pan  a  law  for 
)ur  r€solaie  chieft  to  be  appoimed  in  difiereoi 
sris  of  the  Daiieii,  something  in  the  character  of 
ar  sherifi«|  (or  the  purpofic  of  infiictiog  coodiga 
aniahment  oikiQch  pe<^le  as  broke  theiaw;  and 
will  say  this  niaeh  for  them,  thai  I  nefer  saw 
len  ezeoate  laws  better  than  they  do.  I  am 
Iso  desired  to  say  to  jrooi  by  the  chiefs,  that  they 

0  not  find  that  your  citiseiis  are  evacuating  their 
inda,  according  to  the  nintk  article  of  the  treaty 
f  peace,  but  that-  they  were  fresh  provisiondng 
le  forts.  Thia  point,  sir,  I  he^,  or  you  to  Iook 
ito.  They  also.  r«i|oest  me  to  inform  you  that 
ley^  hare  signed  a  treaty  of  offensive  and  de« 
'Qsive  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  as  well  aa 
le  of  cemmerce  and  navigation,  which,  as  soon 

1  it  is  ratified  at  honey  you  shall  be  made  more- 
Ily  acquainted  with.. 

I  am,  sir,  yoair  very  humble  servant. 

EDWAKD  NICHOLLS, 
Com^jfi  B.  B.  NLfoFcm^  Creek  nation^ 

To  Colonel  Bnnaaifiif  BUwaaxHi, 

CusBS  Aoawcy,  Ifoy  24^  1615. 
Qa  tlie  iStl^  L  had  ihe  pleasme  to  receive  your 
immunieatiQii'  of  the  88th  uUioMk  I  expected,, 
am  tlie  letter  of  year  orden^  which  I  conveyed 
'  you  from  Admirals  Cochrane  and  CoekbiirD» 
I  the  19th  of  Mareh»  that  you  had  left  the 
loridas  eae  this  witk  the  British  troops  under 
Bur  oommaadi  and  that  Spain  and  the  United 
tatea  wovU  have  no  more  of  British  interfere 
loe  in  the  management  of  their  Indian  alEun, 
'he  newvpapei  I  sent  yoo  waa  one  in  which  the 
Bcial  acta  of  our  Qoveiameat  are  publiahed* 
'here  could  be  ao  motive  for  falsifioatioo  j  your 
aemiag  it  iaeoraaet  moat  have  psooeeded  ftom  a 
Qowledge  that  yioar  oondiiet,  ia  relation  to  the 
egiota  waa  at  variance  with  it.  It  woold  have 
•en  aciMptaMe  lathe  covmuMiication  velailveto> 
\%  dispoaition  of  *'  the  negroes  taken  from  the 
itizena  of  the  United  Stately  or  Indians  in  hoe* 
lity  to  the  British,?'  to  have  reeetead  the  niio- 
er,  particnlarlv  belongiog  to  the  latter.  Aa 
•ace  is  reaiore4  beiweea  Gfcnt  Britain  and  the 
bited  Siatta,  I  faal  a.  relaeiance  to  poir  on  pa^ 
nything  that  nay  have  the  teodency  to  tarnish* 
1^  Briush  charaeiei,  ot  that  of  aoy-  officer  of  ila 
leverooMnti  biM  I  ewe  it  to  the  oceasiott  to  state 
lia  deolaratjon  of  Captain  Henry,  that  '*  the  Bag' 
iih  are  seat  out  by  their  great  father  nad  King 
0  reetore  hia  Indiait  people  to  their  kadi^  &Q^  ^« 
iTe  desired  by  hiwk  not  to  take  away  their  negroes, 
laless  thev  freely  give  them  to  i^,  or  sell  them 
*ot  money,''  is  violated*  It  is  prober,  also,  to  add, 
i  did  not  enrol  any  Indians  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates  untU  after  the  negroee  of  Marshall, 
Btedhaa^  and  Kinnard,  three  haU^oeda,  were 
f^ea  from  themi  by  force  or  stratagem,  bjr  Brit- 
i*^«fiioar8.  Tour  xeslriotJao,  of  the  Capmo^s  de* 
ciMition,  to  negroea  belonging  to  Indians  friendly 
^0  Qt«%t  Bciiaia,  if  by  that  ia  meant  Indians  hoa> 
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tile  to  the  United  States,  Is  an  erroneous  one^  as 
there  ia  not  one  Creek  who  has  negroes  so  situated^ 

The  Creek  chiefs  (to  use  a  courtly  phrase)  have 
just  cause,  at  least,  to  say  this  is  an  ^  unjustifia- 
ble aggression,"  Tou  having  acted  by  orders^ 
and  it  being  now  beyond  your  control,  a  remedy 
must  and  will  be  sought  for  elsewhere. 

The  documents  you  eoclose»  signed  by  tbrta 
chiefs,  pnrportiog  lo  be  the  agreement  of  the 
Muscogee  nation  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  trcNUy 
of  peace,  I  shall  lay.  before  the  chiefs  of  the  nation, 
at  a  convention  soon  to  be  held  at  Coweu,  aqa 
send  yon  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  it* 
The  result  of  my  reflections,  with  due  deference» 
I  give  you.  aa  on  the  envelope  it  purports  to  bet 
071  Atf  Britannic  MaJuhi^B  service.  It  u  withini 
nw  knowledge  that  one  of  the  chiefs  is  a  Seminole 
of^  Blast  Florida,  and  baa  never  reaided  in  tha^ 
United  States ;  and  that  neither  of  the  three  baa. 
ever  attended  the  national  councils  of  the  Creeksi 
or  is  in  any  way  a  part  of  their  executive  gov- 
ernment. If  the  four  witaessaahad  signed. it. aa 
principals,  and  the  three  chiefs  aa  witnnases,  it. 
would  have  been  entitled  to  equal  respect  from 
me.*  Could  yon  be  serious  in  communicating t 
such  a  oatiitv.  with  their  mock  determination  not 
to  permit  the  least  intercouraa  between  their 
people  (meaning  the  Creek  nation)  and  thoaa  of 
the  u ailed  States?  4«.  As  to  the  territory  of 
the  Semiaoles,  it  being  out  of  the  United  Siatea, 
it  i&ao  affair  between  them  and  the  Qovernmant. 
of  Spain ;  and  that  of  the  Creeks  is  as  fiied  uvA 

guarantied  in  their  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
tates.  I  do  not  know  that  any  oecurrencea  qap 
happen  which  will  render  it  necessary  for  roe  to 
communicate  with  Lientenam  William  Hambly. 
If  by  doing  so  I  can  render  acu  of  kindness  to 
Indians  or  others,  it  would  afford  mepleaause; 
but.  under  present  impressions^  the  fifth  article  oC 
the'  treaty  of  friend^^hip,  limits,  and  navigntion 
between  the  United  States.aad  the  King  of  Spain 
will  govern  me  in  all  cases  respecting  the  Indiajia 
in  the  two  Floridas. 
I  am,  with  doe  rcgaBd,sir,  your  ob'dt  aerv{Ui(« 
^  BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

Ne»5. 

Cbkmet  Bautkku  ia  Coknel  fRthoikf 

CnniK  AoaHar,  Jllay  28^  lUA. 
On  the  Mth  I  wrote  lo  yoo  in  reply  to  f  onraof 
tba  idfiih  nltlaao,  and  since  have  had  the  ptenance 
to  aeof  i*e  yonre  of  the  12th.  I  had  received  frem' 
Bowkga,  direet,  a  complaint  of  an  outrage  eom« 
micaed  **  by  the  people  of- Georgia,  who  had  aone^ 
infea  Ehttt  Florida,  driven  off  his  cattle,  and  de« 
stfoyed  his  propertj."  I  have  sent  this  complaiaa 
to  the  Qovermir  or  Gkocgia,  who  will  readily  eo* 
opeiate  with  the  officers  of  the  Oeaeral  Oovern-' 
ment  ta  cauae  jmtice  to  he  done  to  the  injured. 
If  the  complaint  ia  true.  The  laws  of  the  Uniled 
Stataa  provide  eomplMly  for  the  protectloa  of 

The  wicaassas,  wa  briiavci  w«e  U^*n«l,^jJ*Sj 
Ceptaia  Weodbiae,  Liealanant  HamUy*  and  Qaptate 

Haniy. 
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the  Indian  rights,  and  those  intrasted  with  their 
execution  have  the  power  of  doing  it.  All  that 
is  wanted  is  a  proof  against  the  trans^essors.  • 

The  Indians  of  Aulotchwan,  who,  without  pro- 
Focation,  murdered  and  plundered  a  number  of 
the  subjects  of  Spain  on  St.  John'8,-ha?e  engen- 
dered such  a  deaalyr  fend  between  the  parties  that 
it  will  be  long  before  the  descendants  of  the  in- 
jured cm  forget  and  forgive.  SpaiUi  from  her 
internal  commotions,  has  not  fonna  it  convenient 
to  settle  a  peace  between  them ;  and  thesejpeople, 
it  is  probaole,  are  taken  for  Georgians.  The  In- 
dians of  this  agency,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Fiori- 
das,  have  long  known  tbev  have  to  appljr  through 
their  chiefs  to  me  for  a  rearess  of  their  grievances. 
The  government  of  the  Creeks  is  not  an  ephem- 
eral one.  Its  last  modification  is  of  more  than 
ten  vears  standing.  It  was  the  work  and  choice 
of  tne  nation,  and  has  a  check  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Seminoles. 

In  1799  a  gentleman  arrived  where  jon  are 
from  England,  who  had  been  an  officer  on  half 
pay.  He  came  in  the  Fox  sloop-of-war,  furnish- 
ed by  the  Admiral  on  the  Jamaica  station,  by  or- 
der of  the  Admiralty,  **'  to  facilitate  to  him  a 
passage  to  his  nation,  (the  Creeks.")  This  gen- 
tlemsn,  after  attempting  in  various  ways  with 
the  Seminoles  to  usurp  the  government  of  the 
Creeks  without  success,  created  himself  director 
general  of  Muscogee,  declared  war  against  Spain, 
murdered  some  of  his  subjects,  and  took  St. 
Mark's.  He  ordered  me,  with  my  assistants  in 
the  plan  of  civilization,  out  of  the  Creek  nation. 

I  cdmmunicated  his  proceedings  to  the  nation- 
al councils,  who  bad  been  previously  acquainted 
with  him,  and  who  replied  to  him  that  he  <*  had 
a  title  among  them,  which  he  well  merited,  Cap- 
pe-tum-nee-lox-au,  (the  Prince  of  Liars,)  and  no 
other."  This  director  general  of  Muscogee,  after 
playing  a  farce  for  two  years,  experienced  a  tragic 
scene,  which  deprived  him  of  his  liberty.  He 
was  put  in  irons  by  order  of  the  council  whose 

S»vernment  he  attempted  to  usurp,  and  sent  to 
e  Governor  General  of  Louisiana,  to  answer 
for  crimes.  His  Seminole  chiefs  were  glad  to 
retire  with  impunity.  After  this,  it  was  unani- 
mously determined,  in  a  national  council  of  distin- 
guished chiefs  from  every  town  and  a  deputation 
of  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Cherokees,  that 
the  warriors  should  be  classed,  and  held  in  readi- 
nesa  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  execoiive  eouo- 
eil,  and  that  the  agent  for  Indian  affitin  should 
have  the  power  of  executing  the  treaty  stipnla- 
tions  of  the  Qreeks  with  their  white  neighbors. 
Tookaubatehe  and  Coweta,  alternately,  as  the 
occasion  required,  were  appointed  the  permanent 
•cat  of  the  national  councils,  where  national  af- 
fairs alone  could  be  transacted.  They  have  now 
^o  •peakers.  When  the  council  meeU  at  Cow- 
eU,  Tustunnug^e  Hopoie,  as  speaker  for  the 
Lower  Creeks,  is  speaker  for  the  nation;  and 
when  they  meet  at  Tookaubatehe,  Tuitonnug- 
gee  Tblucco,  of  the  Upper  Creeks,  is  speaker  for 
the  nation.  Coweta  is  headquarters  for  the  pre- 
sent. The  agent  for  Indian  afiairs  can  convene 
the  council. 


To  this  council  I  communicated,  in  your  own 
words,  the  pretensions  of  your  three  chiefs.  They 
answer,  **  We  have  bad  Colonel  NiehoUs's  com- 
munication before  us,  that  Hapoith  Mieco,  and 
Caupachau  Micco,  and  Hopoie  Mieco  are  the 
sovereigns  of  this  nation.  We  know  nothing 
about  them  as  such.  We  have  often  invited  them 
to  attend  our  talks.  They  never  woald  come 
forward,  and  Hapoith  Micco  is  a  hostile  Indian. 
Tbev  have  nothing  to  do  with  our  alEaifs.  They 
reside  in  the  Spanish  territory." 

After  mentioning  a  solitary  effort  of  yoars  *^  to 
keep  the  peace,"  you  say  **  I  am  ver^  sorry  lo  say 
the  same  line  is  not  taken  on  your  side,  nor  have 
you  written  to  me  to  say  what  steps  yon  are  cak- 
ing, or  intend  to  take,  to  secure  this  mutual  good.'* 
Tou  could  not  have  expected  I  should  communi- 
cate with  you,  when,  from  your  orders,  you  were 
so  soon  to  leave  the  country.  I  have  communi- 
cated to  the  national  council  several  outrages 
committed  by  banditti  from  the  SemiDoles  and 
other  parts,  upon  the  post  road  and  frcNiciers,  of 
Qeoraia,  reputedly.  They  have  in  twoinstaneei 
had  tne  guuty  shot,  and  sent  armed  fiarties  after 
others.  As  late  as  the  I7th  of  April  one  maa 
was  killed  and  foot  wounded  on  the  post  road ; 
our  wagons  twice  attacked,  and  one  wagoner 
killed,  several  horses  taken  add  carried,  as  report- 
ed, to  your  depot,  at  the  very  time  tne  wagons 
were  carrying  seed  corn  for  the  Indians,  and  floor 
for  the  support  of  nearly  five  thousand  totally 
destitute  of  food. 

The  measure  in  operation  here  to  preserve 
peace  is  with  an  efficient  force,  red  and  whitt 
troops,  to  pursue,  apprehend,  and  panish  mil  vio- 
lators of  the  public  peace.  The  executive  coob' 
cil  of  the.Creeks  are  continually  at  Coweta,  with 
an  assistant  agent  to  take  orders  with  the  war- 
riors when  the  necessity  is  apparent,  and  to  call 
on  me  when  the  aid  of  regular  troops  is  necessa- 
ry. We  do  not  rely  on  the  exertions  of  any  one 
but  ourselves  to  preserve  peace  among  the  Creeks^ 
and  between  them  and  their  neighbors  of  che 
United  Sutes  and  the  Floridas.  We  examine 
ikirljr,  spare  the  innocent,  and  punish  the  guilty, 
and  in  no  case  suffer  revenge  to  carve  for  itself. 

On  an  ex  parte  hearing,  you  hnve  <>  armed  the 
Seminoles,  and  given  orders  to  pat  to  death, 
without  mercy,  any  one  molesting  them."  Thu 
is  cruelty  without  example— scalping  men,  wo- 
men,^  nnd  children,  for  troubliag  or  vexing  only, 
and  the  executioners  the  jmQ^l  To  grali/y 
their  revenge,  the  good  and  ianoeeat  citixen  on 
the  frontiers  are  to  be  the  victims  of  sack  bar- 
barity.  Suppose  a  banditti  were  to  commit  a 
violent  outrage,  such  as  that  of  the  17th  April; 
are  we  to  charge  it  on  the  unoffending  peopSe  of 
the  frontiers,  and  kill  them  without  mercy,  if  we 
could  not  find  out  the  guilty  ?  You  have  issued 
the  order,  provided  and  issued  munitions  of  war 
for  its  execution,  prepared  and  provisioned  a 
stronghold  to  retire  upon,  in  case  of  superior  farce 
appearing,  to  protect  them  in  this  mode  of  gmtl* 
fying  their  revenge.  Tou  will  be  held  ieqx>ii- 
sible,  and  your  strongholds  will  cerraialy  not 
avail.    If  you  are  really  on  the  service  of  His 
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Britaonie  Majmu,  it  is  an  aet  of  bosUlity  which 
will  require  to  oc  speediljr  met,  and  speedily 
crushed.  But,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  you  are  aetiog 
for  yourself,  on  some  speculative  project  of  your 
owD.  The  Sovereign  of  Qreat  Britain  could 
not,  from  bis  love  of  justice  in  time  of  peace,  his 
systematic  perseverance  in  support  of  legitimate 
Sovereigns,  almost  to  the  impoverishing  of  bis 
own  nation,  suffer  any  of  bis  officers  to  go  into 
a  neutral  country  to  disturb  its  peace. 

If  the  Seminole  Indians  have  complaints  to 
make,  if  they  will  do  it  through  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nations,  or  direct  to  me,  or  throuffh  an 
officer  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  as  heretofore,  I 
will  cause  justice  to  be  done.  In  cases  of  mur* 
der,  the  guilty,  if  practicable,  shall  be  punished ; 
in  case  of  theft,  restitution  shall  be  made. 

The  treaties  you  have  made  for  tfie  Creek  na- 
tion, with  the  authority  created  by  yourself  for 
the  purpose,  must  be  a  novelty.  It  would  sur- 
prise me  much  to  see  your  Sovereign  ratify  such 
as  you  have  described  them  to  be.  with  a  pieople 
soch  as  I  know  them  to  be,  in  the  territories  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  I  shall  communicate 
what  has  passed  on  the  subject  between  us  to  the 
officers  of  Spain  in  mv  neighborhood,  that  they 
may  be  apprized  of  what  you  are  doing. 

As  you  may  not  have  recent  news  from  Eu- 
rope, I  send  you  some  newspapers  detailing  im- 
Dortant  events  there  on  the  4th  of  April. 
I  am,  dbc.,  BEN.  HAWKINS^ 

Agent  for  Indian  Affavn, 

To  Col.  NlOBOLLS. 

ComCgM,  B.  M/orcetf  Appalachicola^ 

No.  6  a. 
General  Oaine$  to  the  Seardary  of  W<at. 

HBADaUABTBBS,  FoBT  StOOOBBT, 

t  TViTitory,  Afoy  U,  1815. 


Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the 
deposition  of  Samuel  Jervais,  which,  taken  in 
connezioD  with  other  accounts  recently  received 
from  Appalachicola,  and  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
ColonelSaffold,  of  the  Territorial  militia,  a  copy 
of  which  is  also  enclosed,  leave  little  doubt  that 
these  deladed  savages  meoitate  a  renewal  of  the 
war  upoa  our  frontier  inhabitants. 

I  shall  visit  Forts  Montgomery  and  Claiborne, 
and  endeBVor  to  ascertain,  without  loss  of  time, 
the  real  desiffus  of  the  Indians ;  and,  should  they 
be  for  war,  shall  assemble  a  force  to  meet  them. 

The  remains  of  the  second  and  third  regiments 
of  infantry  are  at  the  Pass  Christian,  and  may  be 
brought  to  this  frontier  in  a  few  davs,  and,  added 
to  the  remains  of  the  twenty-fourth  and  thirty- 
ninth,  now  at  Fort  Montgomery,  will  give  us  a 
force  of  near  one  thousand  men.  With  this 
force  I  shall  be  able  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check; 
and  with  another  thousand,  to  consist  of  Choc- 
Uws  and  volunteers,  I  should  feel  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  a  decisive  stroke  upon  the  de- 
pou  at  Appalachicola,  which  I  persuade  m^rself 
the  Qovernment  may  be  at  liberty  to  sanction ; 
for,  until  these  depots  (if  they  really  exist)  are 


destroyed,  oor  frontier  cannot  but  continue  ex- 
tremely insecure. 

I  am  unable  to  say  how  far  the  statement  of 
Jervais  is  entitled  to  credit ;  but  I  have  examined 
him  attentively,  and  am  under  a  strong  impres- 
sion that  he  has  stated  the  truth,  ana  that  the 
supplies  mentioned  in  his  deposition  are  are  not 
mistaken  for  those  delivered  last  Fall,  but  have 
really  been  delivered  since  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  had  been  officially  announced  to  the  Brit* 
ish  troops  at  Appalachicola.  These  supplies  were, 
however^  brought  to  Appalachicola  previous  to 
the  ratincation  of  the  treaty. 

I  have  ordered  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps  and  posts  to  hold  their  commands  ready  for 
active  service,  and  have  taken  maasnrea  to  pre* 
pare  a  small  train  of  light  artillery,  with  a  proper 
supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  toolvcamp  equi- 
page, dbc.,  for  an  Indian  campaign.  Whilst  Spain 
permits  our  enemj  to  assemble  forces,  and  make 
military  depots  for  our  annoyance  within  her 
territory,  surely  she  can  make  no  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  our  visiting  those  depots.  Besides, 
Spain  is  expresslv  bound  by  treaty  "  to  restrain 
by  force  all  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indian 
nations  living  within  her  bounaary."  If  she  does 
not  restrain  them,  we  may  conclude  that  she  has 
endeavored  to  do  so,  but  is  unable.  Can  she 
blame  us,  then,  for  restraining  them  ourselves? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect 
and  esteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

IbDMUND  p.  GAirCBS, 
^k^or  Oenerai  by  brevet. 

P.  S.  I  have  written  to  Major  Greneral  Jack- 
son upon  the  same  subject ;  but  as  he  is  probably 
00  his  way  to  Washington,  I  have  thought  pro- 
per to  address  you  direct.  E.  r.  Q. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Acting  Seerttary  of  War* 

Ho.  6  b. 

Depooition  of  Samuel  Jervaie,  eneloeed  in  the  above 

letter, 
Samuel  Jervais,  being  duly  sworn^  states ;  That 
he  has  been  a  sergeant  of  marines  in  the  British 
service  for  thirteen  years  past ;  that  about  a  month 
ago  he  left  Appalachicola,  where  he  had  been 
stationed  for  several  months;  that  th4  Enflish 
colonel  (Nicholb)  had  promised  the  hostile  Indi- 
ans at  that  place  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, a  large  quantity  of  which  had  been  delivered 
to  tnem  a  few  days  before  bis  departure,  and 
after  the  news  of  a  peace  between  fineland  and 
the  United  States  being  confirmed  had  reached 
Appalachicola;  that,  among  the  articles  delivered, 
were,  of  cannon,  four  twelve-pounders,  one  how- 
itzer, and  two  cohorts;  about  three  thousand 
stands  of  small  arms,  and  near  three  thousand 
barrels  of  powder  and  ball;  that  the  British  left 
with  the  Indians  between  three  and  four  hundred 
negroes,  taken  from  the  United  States,  princi- 
'  pally  from  Louisiana ;  that  the  arms  and  ammu- 
nition were  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  and  negroes, 
for  the  purposes,  as  it  was  understood,  of  war 
with  the  United  States;  that  the  Indians  were 
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tsnircd  by  the  British  oommander  tbmt|  aceerd- 
ing  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  all  the  lands  ceded 
by  the  Creeks,  in  treaty  with  Geoetal  Jaehaon, 
iviere  to  be  restored ;  otherwise,  the  Indians  must 
fight  for  those  lands,  and  that  the  British  would 
in  a  short  time  asnst  themt 

8AMUBL  X  JBRVA18, 


Bwom  and  snbseribed  to  before  me,  this  19th 
May,  1815,  at  the  town  of  Mobile. 

h.  JUD80N,  J.  P. 

No.  7. 

OmundGmnmia  M  J.  JkUbi»f  AtHng  Snnimy  0/ 

War. 

RfiADOOABTfiHB,  FORT  StODDBBT,  M.  T., 

May  22,  1815. 

Sia :  I  retnraed  last  night  from  Fort  Mont- 
gomervy  where»  though  unaUe  to  obtain  satisfae- 
tory  information  as  to  the  hostile  intentions  of 
the  Creek  Indians.  I  learned  that  two  of  the  party 
mentioned  in  my  last  had  been  killed,  and  some 
others  woanded ;  and  that  the  Indians  bad  after* 
wards  killed  two  of  our  citiiens^  a  Mr.  West,  and 
another  whose  name  my  iniormant  (Colonel 
Files,  from  the  settlement  of  Aiahamai  near 
where  the  aet  was  perpetrated)  had  forcotten* 

Some  negro  men  belongiag  to  Don  McGUll,  of 
Mobile,  tftkeiisomemont&agoto  Appalaehicola 
by  the  British,  Talnntahlf  returned  a  few  days 
past.  Their  statement  of  the  supplies  and  ne- 
groes left  by  the  British  corresponds  with  that 
contained  in  the  deposition  of  Jervais,  enclosed 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  14th  insunt.  The  negroes  add  thet 
there  are  at  Appalachicola  nearly  eight  hundred 
Indian  warriors,  and  thai  the  negroes  Were  per- 
mitted to  remain  with  the  Indians  as  freemen,  or 
to  return  to  their  maiaeie,  as  they  should  elect, 
and  that  but  few  had  agreed  to  return^ 

I  feel  coUTinced  that  the  Indians  are  generally 
undet  the  impression  that  the  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  bv  the  treaty  with  Qeneral  Jackson 
must  be  restoied>  or  that  a  war  must  ensue }  and 
that  their  friends,  the  BriUsb,  will  re-establish 
them  in  the  possession  of  these  lands. 
^  80  industriously  have  these  impressioaa  been 
circulated  bv  the  British  and  Spaaish  agents 
among  the  Indians^  thai,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
not  only  the  chiefs,  but  the  common  warriors,  are 
in  the  habit  of  saying  that  the  British  ueaty  with 
the  Americans  gi?es  the  Indians  their  lands  taken 
by  the  treaty  with  General  Jackson* 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  furnished 
with  the  enclosed  deposition  odf  8.  Dale,  who  is 
a  major  of  jmilitia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,,  most  respeetfally)  airi 
your  obedient  servant, 

BDMIJND  P.  OAINES, 
Major  G$ii€ral  by  brweL 

P.  S.--8!nce  closing  my  letter.  I  learn  that 
Nicfaolls,  said  to  be  a  colonel  in  the  Biritish  ser- 
vice, is  still  at  Appalachicola,  and  that  he  has 


nineh«ndrsd  ladiatts  and  foar  hQadiedaMl  fifty 
negroes  undef  arms.  This  aeeooBt  is  Woo^lir 
by  a  very  inteUigeat  ncm  man  belengiag  co  D. 
Kennedy,  at  Mobile.  I  think  it  goes  to  stieaftheii 
the  accounts  heretofore  given  in  my  letter  of  the 
14th  instant. 

S.  P.  QAINB8. 
The  Hon.  A.  J.  DaLLAs. 

ilcf*^  Sec^  at  ffbr,  Wtukington. 


No.  8. 
of  a  genUtman  9/ 


St.  Gbobgb,  BmiiUDA,  May%l^  1815. 

Captain  Rawlins,  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Borer, 
has  stated  to  me  in  the  course  of  various  conver- 
sations, that,  at  the  time  of  his  departure  from 
Appalachicola,  (which  appears  to  have  been  about 
the  20th  to  the  28th  April,)  the  British  had  col- 
lected upwards  of  three  hundred  persons  at  or 
near  Prospect  Blu^  partly  deserters  from  the 
United  States,  and  Mrtly  from  the  Spanish  prov* 
Inces  of  Bast  and  vfest  Flbrida.  These  people 
had  been  received  and  protected  by  Colonel  IVich- 
olis,  of  the  roval  marines,  who  was  stationed  at 
that  place,  ana  who  appeers  to  have  been  ander 
the  impression  (at  least  he  said  so)  chat  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  bad  no  right  to  the  coontry  in  that 
vicinitjr. 

Admiral  Coohraoe,  however,  appears  to  have 
disapproved  of  Nlchoils's  conduct  in  affiirding 

Sotection  to  the  Spanish  slaves,  and  had  Goethe 
on.  Captain  Spencer  to  Pensaeola  for  the  par- 
pose  of  making  arrangemenu  for  their  restora- 
tion i  who  accordingly  proeeeded  to  Appalachi- 
cola. with  Captain  Pentado,  named  commisuoner 
on  tne  part  of  the  Spaniards.  « 

It  does  not  appear  that  theae  genilettcft  were 
successful  ia  their  mission^  as  it  was  understood 
that  the  refugees  were  not  to  be  coerced,  but 
merely,  such  facilities  ailbrded  to  those  who  vol- 
untarily agreed  to  return,  as  might  be  found 
necessary* 

Much  altercation  has  arisen  out  of  this  com- 
mission, in  consequence  of  many  oAecrs  having 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  slaves ;  and  at  one  time 
the  life  of  Captain  Spencer  had  been  threatened 
by  the  negroes.  Captain  Rawlins  adds  that  much 
'ammunition,  and  a  good  many  stands  of  arms, 
with  some  pieces  of  artillery,  had  been  left  widi 
them ;  and  that  the  fort  constructed  by  Cofooel 
Nicholls  "  would  not  be  destroved." 

I  have  since  learned  that  tne  Carron,  which 
must  have  sailed  from  Appaiaehieola  previous  to 
the  Borer,  is  arrived  at  mssan,  on  her  way  to 
Bermuda,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
slaves  of  all  ages.  As  she  is  daily  expected,  and 
as  Captain  Spencer  is  now  on  his  way  here,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  wait  their  arrival  baore  yoti 
m&t  any  official  communication  to  yoar  Gfov- 
ernment  on  the  subject.  It  h  however  obvious, 
that  were  you  in  possession  of  the  whole  factsL  no 
time  ought  to  be  lost  in  recommending  the  adop- 
tion of  speedjf,  energetic  measures,  for  the  de- 
struction of  a  thing  held*  so  likely  to  become 
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4aogerotts  lo  the  Stale  of  GtDigia.  The  Spaa* 
jards  ate  ootm  a  aitnatioa  te  do  it, bat  I  dare  say 
woald  co-operate.  I  hare  learned  that  the  whole 
of  the  slares  brooffht  from  the  United  States 
have  been  sent  to  NoTa  Scotia,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  that  were  lately  shipped  to  the  in- 
and  of  Trinidad,  ia  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Lerant, 
and  snoh  as  have  enlisted  in  the  colonial  marines 
were  in  these  islands.  A  few  stragglers  have 
eootrired  to  get  on  shore  in  the  Bermadas,  and 
by  the  conaiTaaoe  of  thetr  colonized  friends  to 
remain,  very  contraf  y  to  the  wishes  of  Che  inhab- 
itants, who  are  in  general  detiroBs  of  geuing  rid 
of  them. 

It  has  been  whispered  (I  know  not  with  what 
(ruth)  that  the  people  expected  in  the  Canon, 
who  are  fram  Louisiana  and  West  Florida,  are 
also  to  be  se  nt  to  Trinidad. 

The  Carton  is  arrived  i  and  this  morning  I  an^* 
derstood  from  Messrs.  James  and  Michael  Car- 
ron,  the  agents  of  Sir  Alexander  Coehrane,  the 
Carron  was  going  to  some  port  of  the  West 
Indies— onquestionahiy  to  Trinidad. 

No.  9. 
Addreu  to  the  King  o/  Englmd  fnm  the  J&idiarM, 
pubUahed  in  ihe  SngUeh  fuufepapen  qftht  16M  ^ 
August,  1818. 

We,  the  chiela  of  the  Masoogee  nation,  in  fnU 
council  assembled,  on  behalf  of  ourselves  and  our 
people,  do  make  the  follawiog  leqaests  -of  our 
g^ood  father^  King  George,  and  declare  to  him  car- 
lain  resolutions  we-have  come  to,  with  our  leasoos 
lor  so  doing. 

We  conceive  it  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
•for  ourgood^  as  well  as  to  amke  os  useful  alliea  of 
Great  Briiaio,  that  officers  should  be  eenalanlly 
kept  among  usj  and  we  reiiuest  that  our  good 
father  will  gmnt  us  this  favor.  Since  Colonel 
Brown  left  us,  we  have  been  a  prey  to  civil  dis- 
sensions, fomented  and  kept  up  by  our  inveterate 
and  nevar*to-he-satisfied  toe,  the  Americans;  by 
their  bad  advice  has  brother  been  in  the  act  of 
shedding  the  blood  of  brother ;  and  when  the  land 
becomes  thus  desolated,  they  oossess  themselves 
of  it,  so  that  we  shall  soon  be  driven  to  the  desert 
sands  of  the  sea  £rom  tbe  fertile  fields  of  our  ibre- 
faihers ;  aad  we  are  told  that  the  Spaniard*  will 
not  let  us  tnde  with  the  British  from  the  mouths 
of  our  livers ;  we,  therefore,  fucther  sequest  that 
our  good  father  will  secure  for  ue  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers  Appalschicok,  Alabama,  and  St.  Ma- 
ry's; for,  if  our  communication  is  once  more  cat 
off  from  his  children,  we  shall  be  totally  ruined. 
We  have  fought  ana  bled  for  him  against  the 
Americans,  by  which  we  have  made  them  our 
more  bitter  enemies ;  and,  as  he  has  stood  the 
friend  of  the  oppressed  nations  beyond  the  giHit 
waters,  he  will  surely  not  forget  the  snierings  of 
his  oDce  happy  children  here.  We  therefore  rely 
OD  his  future  protection  and  fatherljf  kindness ; 
we  will  truly  keep  the  talks  which  his  chief  has 

SWen  us,  if  he  is  graciously  pleased  to  continue 
is  protec tioQ.   Famine  is  now  de  vouring  up  ou r* 
HilTes  and  ooc  children,  by  ranaon  of  our  Upper 
•  Town  hraihian  being  driven  dawn  upon  joain  the 


time  the  corn  was  green ;  and  now  their  naiseries 
and  necessities  cause  them  lo  toot  up  the  seeds 
of  our  future  eroa  so  that  what  we  sow  in  tbe 
day  we  are  obliged  to  watch  at  night.  Were  it 
not  for  the  powder  we  get  from  your  chief,  the 
whole  of  the  nation  would  be  in  dnst.  The  Red 
Stioks  have  shot  and  eaten  up  almost  the  whole 
of  our  cattle,  for  they  have  seen  their  children 
digging  in  the  wooda  for  want;  and  who  can 
blame  them,  when  Ihey  are  ivewed  by  euch  cruel 
necessity  ?  Thus  we  are  sitoated,  aad  we  aie 
only  looking  to  the  departure  or  the  stay  of  your 
childien  as  the  signal  of  our  deatruotion  or  pros- 
perity. In  former  times,  after  the  British  left  ua« 
to  ahow  our  love  and  r^rd  for  their  natioUt  we 
made  a  cnnt  of  our  laada  to  ihe  house  of  Pan- 
ton,  Leslie,  tk  Co.,  and  latterly  to  the  house  of 
John  Forbes  db  Co.,  on  certain  tarms-^hat  they 
were  to  settle  the  lands  with  British  men,  and 
keep  on  a  sufficient  and  good  amortment  of  all 
aorts  ot  merehandiae  auitaUe  to  our  wanta;  hmL 
inatead  of  their  dotnjg  thia,  they  have  atiemplea 
to  aettle  our  landa  with  Aaaericana,  and  have  in- 
fused to  supply  us  with  powder  when  we  weie 
attacked  by  onr  caemies,  and  have  urged  i»  to 
declare  for  the  Americans  against  tbe  Brltiah, 
and  have  ofieeed  rewarda  to  ua  fiar  that  purpoee ; 
and  they  have  actually  writtea  to  iheir  ageata 
who  reside  among  us,  desiring  them  to  obstruct 
tbe  Britiah  offioara  all  in  ahair  power  from  aaaiat- 
ing  na  and  to  r^Nresant  to  them,  alao,;how  im- 
possible it  woQld  he  for  them  to  succeed  against 
the  Americana^  iand  we,  having  intercepted  their 
letieia.  did  deltver  them  to  Lieutenant  ColNial 
NichoUs.  who  is  our  witnem;  andithe  said  iettera 
were  dolivefed  by  an  Indian  to  John  Forbes,  at 
St.  Auguatine^  to  be  forwarded  by  him  aa  afore- 
aaid ;  and.  aa  it  doea  atand  thus,  on  unqneation- 
able  proo(  that  the  said  houae  of  Forhea  It  Co. 
have  ahaoelnlly  broken  their  oontiaeta  with  ua, 
we  do,  in  thta  our  foil  aaaembly,  declare  all  their 
property  to  our  nation  to  be  confiaeated  to  the 
nauon ;  and  we  further  annul  and  declaie  void 
our  grant  or  grants  of  lands  accordingly,  .warn- 
ing them,  end  all  belonging  to  them,  never  to 
appear  again  in  the  nation.  And  the  United 
States,  or  some  part  thereof,  have  thooght  proper 
to  «on.a  line  or  wagon  road  thcengh  the  Indian 
nation,  from  Hartford,  in  Georgia,  to  Mobile,  in 
West  Florida,  without  our  conaent,  and  to  our 
great  hurt  ana  annoyance. 

We  implore  our  good  father  that  he  willcaose 
them  to  disuse  the  mid  road,  and  to  cease  all  com- 
munication between  thna  and  us,  as  we  are  de- 
termined to  cease  having  any  cammunication 
with  them ;  and  we  warn  all  Americans  to  keep 
out  of  this  nation.  And  whereas  that  a  young 
chief|  called  hfelnlosh,  waa  sent  with  a  message 
of  remonstrance  againat  theabovementioned  road 
being  run,  and  of  aeveml  other  enoroaehmenra 
on  the  Tombigbee,  Coosa,  aad  Alabama  rivers, 
instead  of  his  makiag  such  remonstmnce,  he  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  tricked  by  our  enemy,  and 
unlawfully  sold  to  them  large  tracts  of  land  on 
and  about  the  rivers  Oconee  and  Ockmulgee^ 
which:  tracts  of  iand  we  implore  our  goad  father 
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to  VM  bis  endeavor  in  gectiiif  restored,  mad  that 
the  Amerieans  may  be  obligM  to  witharaw  from 
them.  The  abpTemeotioDed  Mplntosb  holds  a 
eommissioB  as  Major  in  the  American  army,  and 
of  the  Creek  regiment ;  he  has  caused  much  blood 
to  be  spilt,  for  which  we  denonnce  him  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  will  give  the  asaal  reward  of 
the  brave  to  any  one  who  mav  kill  him,  he  hav- 
ing, on  a  recent  occasion,  killed  and  scalped  a 
brother,  who  was  on  an  errand  of  peace  to  oar 
Cherokee  brethren,  for  no  other  reason  alleged 
against  him  than  his  having  British  arms  about 
bim  ;  and  in  this,  we  are  told,  he  hss  been  en« 
conraged  by  Colonel  Hawkins,  although  Ions 
after  peace  was  declared,  and  all  hostility  ordered 
to  eease.  We  farther  request  Lieutenant  Colo* 
nel  Nicholls  will  return  our  ffratefol  thanks  to 
our  good  father  and  his  chiefi,  by  sea  and  land, 
for  the  useful  and  good  presents  he  has  sent  to 
us  by  them ;  and  also  that  the  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, and  the  officers  with  him  in  this  nation,  will 
reeeive  our  thanks  for  their  brotherly  conduct  to 
us.  And  whereas  our  good  father  having  made 
a  peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  and, 
according  to  bis  true  talk,  he  has  not  for^ten 
the  interests  of  us  his  children,  but  has  caused  to 
be  respected  our  lands,  and  guarantied  the  in- 
tegrity of  them  to  us,  we  do  declare  them  or  him 
to  be  traitors  to  this  nation  who  shall,  without 
his  aid  and  our  consent,  sell  or  make  over  to  any 
Ibreign  Power  any  part  thereof;  and  we  do  far- 
ther declare  whosoever  shall  endeavor,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  separate  us  from  him  or  his  chil- 
dren, to  be  the  enemy  of  us  and  our  children,  and 
that  we  will  not  trade  or  barter  with  any  other 
than  the  British  nation  if  the  above  requests  be 
complied  with;  and  we  do  promise  to  give  grants 
of  land  to  all  such  British  men  as  our  good  father 
shall  give  permission  to  stay  amongst  us,  and  that 
we  Will  do  our  best  to  protect  and  defend  them 
in  their  laws  and  property;  and  we  send  as  our 
representative  our  brave  brother  Hillis  Hadjo 
(Francis)  to  our  father,  who  is  authorized  to 
ratify  this  treaty. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  British  fort  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Chatahoechee  and  Flint 
rivers,  this  10th  March,  1815. 

Hopoath  Mico,  King  of  the  Four  AbltoJif, 

his  X  mark. 

Hopy  Mico,  his  z  mark. 

Nehemathla,  1st.  his  z  mark. 

Justomio  Hago,  his  z  mark. 

Onus  Hago,  his  z  mark. 

Nehemathla,  2d,  his  z  mark. 

Nehemathla,  3d,  bis  z  mark. 

Justomio  Emathla,  his  z  mark. 

Ocuithf  e  Haga  his  z  mark. 

Aeopehigemathlo,  his  z  mark. 

Tatao  liifico,  his  z  mark. 

Hopoathla  Justanuggee,  his  z  mark. 

Conope  Mathla,  his  z  mark. 

Tatoule  Mathla,  his  z  mark. 

Johnson,  his  z  mark. 

Hillis  Hadjo,  his  z  mark. 

Andfiurteen  other  chAefe. 
WUaeme    Bd.  NichoUs,  Lieutenant  Colonel ; 


H.  Boss,  Captain  Rifle  Corps  ;  Jos.  Roche,  Cap- 
tain 1st  West  India  Regiment;  Wn.  Hamb/f. 
Lieutennnt  and  1st  Interpreter. 

No.  10. 

Eximd  of  a  ktiir  from  the  Secretary  of  StmUtQ  Mr, 

Baker^  dated 

Jolt  10, 1815. 

The  conduct  of  Colonel  Nicholls,  who  has  taken 
a  position  on  the  Appalachieola,  within  the  Span- 
ish territory,  is,  on  tiie  same  pnneiplc^  entitled  to 
particular  attention.  I  transmit  to  yon  a  copy 
of  a  correspondence  between  bim  and  Colonel 
Hawkins,  agent  of  the  United  States  with  tbe 
Creeks,  and  also  an  eztraet  of  a  letter  from  Major 
Gkneral  Gaines,  with  the  affidavit  of  Samuel  ^r- 
vais,  which  show  the  nature  and  effect  of  his  ez* 
traordioary  and  unjustifiable  interference  with, 
that  nation.  It  appears,  by  Colonel  Nicholl's  let- 
ter, that  he  consioers  our  treaty  wih  the  Creels, 
though  made  several  months  before  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  as  rendered  void  by  the  lat- 
ter, and  that  he  is  endeavoring  to  impress  that 
opinion  on  them,  and  to  ezcite  them  to  hostility 
in  support  of  it ;  that  he  has  supplied  them  with 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  had  actually 
formed  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defen- 
sive, with  certain  Indians^  whom  he  calls  the 
Creek  nation,  which  he  has  sent  to  his  Gbvern- 
ment  for  ratification ;  that,  in  short,  he  had  made 
Appalachieola  a  military  station,  at  which  he 
had  collected  a  large  body  of  Indians  and  fugi- 
tive slaves  from  the  United  States,  evidently  ht 
hostile  purposes  against  the  United  States.  The 
conduct  of  this  officer  is  of  too  marked  a  charac- 
ter to  require  any  comment.  His  jproceedings  are 
utterly  and  evidently  incompatible  with  the  late 
treaty  with  GkeatBriuio,  and  with  the  amicable 
relations  established  by  it  between  our  countries. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  these  proceedings, 
it  is  not  my  object  to  dwell  on  each  particular 
act  of  which  I  oomplaia.  I  shall  remark,  gener- 
ally, that,  as  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  was  coa* 
eluded  before  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  ninth  article  of  that  treaty  has  no  bearing 
with  that  nation ;  and  that  any  interference  of 
Nicholls,  or  other  British  agent,  with  the  Creeks, 
however  slight,  is  improper  and  unjnstiflmble. 

The  President  cannot  doubt  that  the  conduct  of 
Colonel  Nicholls  and  of  the  other  British  agents, 
as  stated  in  the  correspondence  which  is  commu- 
nicated, is  unauthorized  by  your  Government,  and 
that  they  will  be  justly  censured  and  punished  by 
it.  In  tne  meantime,  as  yon  were  particularly 
empowered  to  act  in  all  circumstances,  connected 
with  the  ezecution  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  I 
am  persuaded  that  you  will  readil^r  interpose  your 
authority  to  piK  an  end  to  proceedings  or  a  naiore 
so  unwarranuble,  and  which  have  already  pro- 
duced such  injurious  effects. 

No.  IL 
Stiraetof  a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  StaUt9M'^ 

Adamti  dattd 

DnPARTMurr  of  Statb,  My  dl,  1S15* 
The  conduct  iif  Colonel  Nicholls  to  the  south 
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isfiill  more  extnordiiwry.  Hariognoticed  it  in 
fofficient  detail  In  mjr  letter  to  Mr.  Baker,  I  refer 
f on  to  that  paper  for  the  necesiary  information 
retpecting  it. 

It  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  these  acts  were 
not  anthorized  bf  the  British  Government;  that 
they  sre  impotable  only  lo  Indian  agents,  and 
those  under  whom  they  act  in  this  country.  They 
nevertheless  deserve  reprehension,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  British  Qovernment  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  inflict. 

No.  2.  a. 

Bxiradi  of  a  kiterjrom  Mr,  Adanu  to  the  StenUtry 
of  8taU^  tiaUng  the  iubttanee  of  a  eonveroation 
uriih  Earl  Baikurit,  dated 

LoifDON,  Sept.  19, 1816. 

I  said  that  the  American  Qovernment  had  been 
peculiarly  concerned  at  the  proceedings  of  Colo- 
nel Nicholls.  because  they  appeared  to  be  marked 
with  unequivocal  and  extraordinary  marks  of  hos- 
tility. "  Wby,"  said  Lord  Bathursi,  *<  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  Colonel  Nicholls  is,  I  believe,  a  man  of 
activity  and  spirit,  but  a  very  wild  fellow.  He 
did  make  and  send  over  to  me  a  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  some  Indians  i  and  he  is  now 
come  over  here«  and  has  brought  over  some  of 
those  Indians.  1  sent  for  answer  that  he  had  no 
authority  whatever  to  make  a  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  Indians,  and  that  this  Gov- 
ernment would  make  no  such  treaty.  I  have 
sent  him  word  that  I  could  not  see  him  upon  any 
such  proieet.  The  Indians  are  here  in  distress, 
indeed ;  but  we  shall  only  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  returning  home,  and  advise  them  to 
make  their  terms  with  the  United  States  as  well 
as  they  can.''  Perceiving  that  I  had  particularly 
noticed  his  declaration  that  he  had  declined  see- 
ing Colonel  Nicholls,  he  said  that  he  should  per- 
haps see  him  upon  the  general  subject  of  his 
transactions,  but  that  he  declined  seeing  him  in 
regard  to  his  treaty  with  the  Indians. 

In  this  conversation  Lord  Bathurst's  manner, 
like  that  of  Lord  Liverpool,  in  the  conference 
which  I  bad  about  a  month  before  with  him,  was 
altogether  good  humored  and  conciliatory.  The 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  persons  complained 
of  was  explicitly  disavowed ;  and  I  uoderstood, 
at  first,  the  observation  of  Lord  Bathurst,  that  he 
had  declined  seeing  Colonel  Nicholls,  as  an  inti- 
mation that  it  was  intended  to  exhibit  towards 
that  officer  unequivocal  marks  of  displeasure. 
But  the  subsequent  explanation  left  me  to  con- 
clude that,  although  the  disapprobation  of  his 
proceedings  was  strongly  expressed  to  me,  the 
utmost  extent  of  it  that  would  be  shown  to  him 
would  be  the  refusal  to  ratify  his  treaty,  offensive 
and  defensive,  with  the  Indians. 

No.  12  h. 

Extrad  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Adanu  to  Ear!  BathwrMt, 

dated 

Loiinow,  Sept.  25, 1815. 
In  the  cooferenee  with  your  Lordship  with 
which  1  was  honored  on  the  14th  inauat,  I  rep- 
resented to  yoo,  conformably  to  the  instructions 


which  I  had  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  the  proceedings  of  several 
British  officers  in  America,  and  upon  the  Ameri- 
can coast,  marked  with  characters  incompatible, 
not  only  with  those  amicable  relations  which  it 
is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  restore  and  to  cultivate,  but  even  with 
the  condition  of  peace  which  had  been  restored 
between  the  two  countries  by  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent, 

It  was  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  I  na* 
derstood  your  Lordship,  in  the  name  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  disavow  the  proceediogs  of 
all  those  officers,  of  which  it  had  been  my  dutf 
to  complain ;  and  that  I  received  from  you  the 
assurance  that  orders  had  long  since  been  givn 
for  the  restoration  of  the  post  of  MichUimackinae 
to  the  United  States;  that  instructions  had  been 
given  to  promote,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  res- 
toration of  peace  between  the  Indians  and  the 
United  States;  and,  particularly,  that  Colonel 
Nicholls,  in  pretending  to  conclude  a  treaty,  of* 
fensive  and  defensive,  with  certain  Indians  be- 
longing within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  bad  not  only  acted  without  authority,  but 
incurred  the  disapprobation  of  His  Majesty's 
Government 

No.  13  a. 

Extract  of  a  letter  Jrom  Mr.  Adamt  to  the  Secretary 
afStatCt  containing  the  euhaiance  of  a  eonocnatim 
with  Lard  Caetlenagh,  dated 

LoNooir,  Feb.  8^  1816. 

I  next  observed  that,  at  the  other  extremity  of 
the  United  States,  the  Indians  again  appeared  in 
the  shape  of  disturbers  of  the  peace  between  oor 
countries.  I  recapitulated  your  remonstrances  to 
Mr.  Baker,  and  mine,  bv  your  order,  to  Lord  Ba- 
thurst, against  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Nicholls; 
that  officer's  pretended  treaties  of  alliance,  offen- 
sive and  defensive,  and  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, with  certain  runaway  Indians,  whom  he 
had  seen  fit  to  style  the  Creek  nation ;  and  the 
very  exceptionable  manner  in  which  he  had  noti- 
fied his  transactions  to  the  agent  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Creeks,  with  an  intimation  that 
we  were  lo  hear  more  about  the  treaties  when 
they  should  be  ratified  in  England.  I  mentioned 
that  Lord  Bathurst  had,  in  i£e  most  candid  and 
explicit  UMinner  verbally  disavowed  to  me  these 
proceediogs  of  Colonel  Nicholls;  had  told  me^ 
that  the  pretended  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and* 
defensive,  had  been  indeed  transmitted  by  the 
Colonel  for  ratification;  but  this  Government 
had  refused  to  ratify  it,  and  informed  Colonel 
Nicholls  that  they  would  agree  to  no  such  treaty ; 
that  the  Colonel  had  even  brought  over  some  of 
his  Indians  here,  who  would  be  sent  back,  with 
advice  to  make  their  terms  with  the  United 
States  as  they  could.  These  verbal  assurances 
I  had  reported  to  my  Government,  and  presumed 
they  haa  been  received  with  much  satisfaction. 
Whether  they  had  been  repealed  in  a  more  formal 
manner,  and  in  any  written  communication,  I 
had  not  been  informed.  I  had  noticed  the  con- 
duct of  Colonel  Nicholls  in  one  of  my  notes  to 
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Lord  Bftthnrst,  and  to  that  part  of  tlie  note  had  ] 
receired  do  answer.  As  the  complaint  had  also 
been  made  through  Mr.  Baker,  a  written  answer 
might,  perhaps,  hare  been  returned  through  that 
channel.  My  mottTe  for  referring  to  the  subject 
now  was,  that,  by  the  President's  Message  to 
Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  I  per* 
ceired  that  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  that 
jmrt  of  Ihe  United  States  still  threatened  hostil- 
ities, and  because  there,  as  in  the  nK>re  northern 
parts,  the  Indians  would  certainly  be  disposed 
CO  tranquillity  and  peace  with  the  United  States, 
unless  they  should  hare  encouragement  to  rely 
upon  the  support  of  Great  Britain.  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  said,  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  a  good 
many  treaties  to  lay  before  Parliament,  but  none 
such  as  those  I  described  were  among  them. 

No.  13  b. 

Esdroet  of  a  letter  from  itr,  AdeitM  to  Lord  Ctuik'- 

re&gk,  dated 

London,  March  21, 1816. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  a  painful  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  represent  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  the  unfriendly  disposi- 
tions manifested  by  British  military  officers  in 
America  towards  the  United  States  since  the 
peace  between  the  iwo  countries ;  and  to  point 
oat  specific  and  unei|uirooai  faots,  by  whkh 
those  officers,  far  from  eaerting  thenwelvea  to 
carry  into  effect  the  arowed  object  of  their  own 
Gorernmenti  of  securing  to  the  Indians  who 
had  followed  the  British  standard  during  the 
war  the  blessings  of  the  pacification,  have  labored, 
•with  an  activity- as  restless,  and  a  zeal  as  ardent, 
■as  they  could  have  done  in  the  heat  of  war,  to 
Instigate  Indians  belonging  within  the  territorial 
■jurisdietioD  of  the  United  States  to  oontioued  or 
Tenewed  hostility  against  them.    When,  in  the 
course  of  last  Summer,  the  undersigned  had  the 
honor  of  exposing  to  Karl  Bathurst  the  transac- 
tions deeply  maived  with  this  character  of  Colo- 
nel Niehoils,  he  was  'happy  to  receive  from  his 
-Lordship,  verbally,  at  once  the  oonfirmatian  of 
the  facts,  and  the  disavowal  of  the  measures. 
Colonel  Niehoils,  -afVer  the  conclusion  of  the 
Mace  between  his  Sovereign  and  the  United 
Btates,  not  only  used  every  effort  in  his  power 
to  urge  to  war  against  the  United  States  tribes 
of  Indians  with  whom  they  were  then  at  peace, 
und  who  were  far   remote  from  any  British 
possession  whatever,  but  actually  concluded  a 
'pretended  treaty  of  alliaace,  offensive  and  defen* 
sive.  between  some  of  them  and  Great  Britain 
against  the  United  States.    Of  this  treaty^  Earl 
Mthurst,  in  a  conference  with  the  undersigned, 
expressed  himself  in  terms  of  unqualified  disap- 
probation ;  adding  that  it  had  not  bean  ratified 
'  or  approved,  and  that  no  such  treaty  would  be 
made  or  agreed  to  by  Great  Britain.    In  the  pur- 
suit of  his  projects.  Colonel  Niehoils  brought 
over  some  of  these  Indians  to  England ;  but  as 
Lord  Bathurst,  in  the  most  explicit  manner^  as- 
sured the  undersigned  that  no  use  of  them  hoMile 
to  the  United  Stales  would  be  made  by  Ckeat 
'Britain,  the  undersigned  is  persuaded  that  that 


determination  has  not  been  departed  frMD  byHh 
Majesty's  Government. 

How  far  the  threat  of  Indian  Tcvgeance  is  be- 
coming to  the  humanity  of  British  omoers,  or  tfie 
dignity  of  their  Government,  in  a  eorrespondence 
with  the  officers  of  a  civilized  ostion,  and  in  a 
time  of  peace,  the  undersigned  leaves  to  His  Ma- 

J'eety's  Government  to  decide.  Neither  Colonel 
Niehoils  nor  Colonel  James  was  ashamed  to  me 
it ;  and  it  would  be  treated  by  the  undervigiied  as 
it  was  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  to 
whom  it  was  addressed,  were  it  noc  his  doty  to 
remark  that,  in  condeaaendiag  to  be  ihe  beraids 
of  this  menace,  those  officers  safluieoilf  indi- 
cated that  they  understood  its  -being  canied  into 
execution  or  not  depended  upon  them  i  that  they 
viewed  themselves  as  the  regulators  to  restrain  or 
to  license  In>dian  barbarity  at  their  discretion; 
that  they  (British  military  officers)  called  npon  tke 
civil  authority  of  the  United  States  to  satisfy  the 
revenge  of  Indian  savages  belonging  within  the 
American  jurisdiction,  for  acts  committed  upon 
the  American  territory ;  threatening,  as  the  alter- 
native, to  let  loose  those  savages  to  wreak  their 
own  vengeanccL  In  all  its  fury,  upon  American 
women  and  children. 

Independently  of  the  very  serious  character  of 
these  transactions  in  themselves,  the  ondersigned 
entreats  the  attention  of  the  British  Ch^vemmeat 
to  the  spirit  by  which  they  were  dictated  This 
excessive  earnestness  of  British  authorities,  mili- 
tary and  civil,  to  hold  themselves  forth  as  the 
protectors,  through  right  and  through  wrong,  of 
Indians  not  belonging  to  British  territories,  liow* 
ever  politic  it  may  w  deemed  to  imbitcer  enmi- 
ties and  to  provoke  hostilities  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  Americans,  cannot  but  excite  ani- 
mosities far  more  formidable  between  the  British 
and  American  nations.  If  persevered  in,  it  must 
eventually  prove  most  pernicious  and  fatal  to  the 
Indians  themselves.  The  occasion  will  justify 
the  expression  of  the  hope  that  orders  and  in- 
structions will  be  issued  to  the  local  authorities 
of  the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  which 
will  leave  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  those  in- 
vested with  them  that  the  real  intention  of  Great 
Britain  towards  the  United  States  is  peace. 

No.  14. 

OeHenU  Juekeen  to  tke  (jhreemtr  (ffPrnmuoh 

Hbadci'rs  DivfsiON  or  thb  South, 
Woihingtmi,  M.  7%  AprU  S3, 18ia 

Sib  :  I  am  charged  by  my  Government  to  osiie 
known  to  you  that  a  negro  fort,  erected  daring 
our  late  war  with  Great  iBritain,  at  or  near  the 
iunction  of  the  Chatahoochee  and  Flint  rivers, 
has  been  strengthened. since  that  period, and  is 
now  occupied  by  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  negroes,  many  of  whom  have  been  enticed 
away  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  all  of  whom  are  weii 
clothed  and  disciplined.  Secret  practices  to  in- 
veigle negroes  from  the  citizens  of  Geoigia,  as 
well  as  from  the  Cherokee  and  Greek  naiioas  of 
Indians,  are  still  centinuad  by  tkw  banditti  and 
the  hostile  Creeha. 
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This  is  a  state  of  Uiioff  which  cannot  fail  to 
prodace  ranch  lojury  to  the  neighhoriQg  settle- 
ments, and  excite  irritations  which  eventuall^r 
may  endasfer  the  ceaee  of  the  nation,  and  inter- 
rupt that  good  andeffstandiog  which  lo  happiif 
eaists  between  oar  Qovem meats. 

The  principles  of  good  faith,  which  always 
LasQpe  good  aei^hborbood  between  nations,  re- 
^aire  Che  imraediate  and  prooapt  ialerference  of 
the  Spanish  authority  to  destroy  or  remo?e  fram 
our  frontier  this  haaditti,  put  an  end  to  an  evil 
of  80  serious  a  nature,  and  return  to  our  citisBens 
Mid  friendly  Indiana  iahabiiingi>ttr  t«rritory  those 
legroes  now  in  said  fort,  and  which  have  been 
iioien  and  enticed  from  them.  I  cannot  permit 
Dyself  to  indulge  a  belief  that  the  Gbvernor  of 
Peosacola,  or  the  military  commander  at  that 
)lace.  will  hesitate  a  moment  in  giving  orders 
or  tnis  banditti  to  be  dispersed,  and  Sie  pro« 
)erty  of  tbe  citiaeas  of  the  United  States  forth* 
prith restored  to  themand  oar  friendly  ladiaos : 
lartieuUrly  when  I  reflect  that  the  conduct  of 
iiis  banditti  is  such  as  will  not  be  tolerated  by 
mr  Qoveminentyandyif  not  put  down  by  Spaa* 
sh  authority,  will  compel  us,  in  self-defence,  to 
lestroy  them.  This  communication  is  intrusted 
o  Captain  Amelaag,  of  the  first  regiment  of  the 
Jailed  States  iolbntry,  who  is  (charged  to  bring 
tack  such  answer  as  you  may  be  pleased  to  :makd 
o  this  letter.  In  your  answer  you  willbe  pleased 
o  state  wither  that  fort  has  been  bailr  by  the 
Sh^vernaacnt  of  Spain,  and  whether  thoee  ae- 
[Toea  who  gatrison  it  are  conaidaied  as.  the  sub- 
acts  of  HiB  Catholic  M^jeaiy.  and,  if  not  by 
lis  Catholic  Majaaty,  by  wbom,  and  iinder 
■hose  arders,  it  haa  beenierected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
M€^  Gm.  CMk^g  Dh.  itfiht  Bauih. 

To  the  QovsaNoa  rf  Pemaeoia^ 

OrMUitQryQm.qfthatpkwe. 

A  true  copy : 

ISAAC  L.  BAKBR,  Aid-de-eamp. 

No.  15. 

Gaseffior  Zunigato  Omeral  Jackson. 

Fekbajoola, March  2&,  1816. 

Moar  BzcBLLBMT  Sia :  On,  the  aith  of  the 
preaent  month,  Captain  Amehiug,  of  the  Ist 
United  States  regiment,  pnt  into  my  hands  jaur 
Bxcelleney's  latter,  dated  at  Waahington,  MisbIb- 
lippi  Territory,  on  tbe  23d  of  April  last,  in 
which,  after  apprising  me  that  ynnr  Govern* 
Dent  had  given  it  in  charge  to  youito  inform  me 
that  the  fort  of  the  negroes,  erected  duriiy  tiie 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  near  the  junction  of 
the  Chataiiooobee  and  ^Unt  rivers^  bad  been  re- 
inforeed,  and  was  now  ocoopied  by  more  than 


it.  by  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  nation,  but 
likewise  to  the  good  understand ing  whicb  hap* 
pily  exists  between  our  respective  Qoveraments; 
you  enter  into  an  investigation  toahow  what  the 
Spanish  autharities  ought  to  do  to  put  an  end  to 
an  evil  of  so  serious  a  nature,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  those  principles  of  good  faith  which 
are  the  foundttion  of  friendly  neighborlMod 
among  nations ;  vou  distinctly  state  what  this 
Government  ought  immediately  to  do,  in  fail- 
ure of  which  your  Qovemment  will  be  obliged 
to  do  itf  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  inhabitantaof 
the  United  States;  and  you  conclude  by  re- 
questing me  to  atate,  in  my  answer  to  your  let- 
ter, whether  the  said  fort  has  been  eonetrncted 
by  the  Spanish  Oovernment,  and  whether  the 
negroes  who  compoae  its  ^rrison  are  deemed 
sobjacta  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and,  if  the  fart 
was  not  built  by  Spanish  authority,  to  aiate  by 
what  authority,  and  by  whose  order,  it  was 
built. 

In  answer  to  your  excellency,  I  will  state,  with 
the  veracity  which  comports  with  the  ehavaotec 
of  an  honorable  officer^  in  which  class  I  rank 
myseif  that,  liaving  arrived  at  this  niace  nearly 
at  the  close  of  the  month  of  Marcn  preening, 
and  beitt|^  informed  of  what  your  ezcelleney  has 
eomrannicated  to  me,  {witii  this  differeace,  that 
the  fort,  iaatcnd  of  being  where  yen  place  it. -is 
to  be  found  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Appala* 
chieola,  at  about  flfteen  mUes  from  its  mouth  or 
entrance  into  the  aea,)  I  lost  no  time  in  pro|M»- 
ing  to  mj  Captain  Oenefal  the  measures  which 
appeared  to  me  :  proper,  as  well  for  securing 
theinhabitants  of  the  eountryundermy  eonmuuia 
frem  the  dmnages,  losses,  and  injuries  which 
thay  have  aafiered,  and  still  sufier,  from  ^tbis  es- 
cablishment,  as  to  prevent  the  American  eitisens 
aad  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  neighborhood 
from  coutiaoing  to  experience  them.  I  have 
hitherto  reaeiv^  no  answer,  and  consequently 
yonr  exeslieney  (who  knows  bow  limited  are 
the  powers  of  a  sabordtnate  officer)  cannot  be 
surprised  that  I  should  make  known  to  you  that, 
aitttCngh  my  mode  of  thinking  exactly  corres- 
ponds with  yours  as  to  dislodging  the  neg#oes 
from  the  fort,  the  occupying  it  with  Spanish 
troops,  or  desttoyiag  it,  and  delivering  tne  ne- 
groes who  may  be  collected  to  their  lawfal  own- 
ers, I  shall  not  be  able  to  act  an  til  I  receive  the 
ardevs  of  my  Ca{»inin  Qeneral,  and  the  assist- 
naoe  necesmrv  to  enable  me  to  undertake  the 
enterprise  with  a  moral  certainty  of  accomplish- 
ing the  end.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  determina- 
tion of  the  said  chief  cannot  be  long  delayed; 
and,  «hottld  it  authoriee  me  lo  act,  your  excel- 
4eBev  may  rest  assured  and  j>ersuaded  that  I  will 

,  „  not  lose  an  inatant  in  adopting,  on  my  part,  the 

two  tioiidred  and  Jfty  negroes,  many  of  whom  |  most  efitcacioos  measures  for  cutting  up  by  the 


were  seduced  £rem  the  service  of  their  masters, 
(who  are  cittxsas  of  the  United  States,)  and 
that  all  of  them  are  wdl  armed,  provisioned, 
and  disciplined,  yon  make  many  wise  redectii^ns 
with  respect  to  the  serious  injuries  which  may 
result  from  tolenting  such  an  establishment,  not 
only  to  tiiose  in  the  inunadiate  ncigiihoEheod  -of 


/root  nn  evil  which  is  felt  to  the  full  extent  stated 
in  your  letter  by  the  inhabitants  of  tlus  province, 
who^are  tfaesul^ects  of  my  Sovereign,  and  whose 
prosperity  and  tranquillity  it  is  my  duty  to  pre- 
serae  and  nroteet.  . , 

With  ihw  expkuiatioo,  your  btfore-named  let- 
ter  may  be  censideved  as  fully  answered,  as  it 
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gitet  me  pleasore  to  andenUDd  (bat,  tbiDking  as 
yoar  ezeelLeiiejr  ihioks  with  respcet  to  the  neeet- 
sity  of  destroying  the  negroes,  the  fort  at  Appa- 
lachieola  occupied  by  them  was  not  constraoted 
by  orders  of  the  Spanish  Gtovernment;  and  that 
the  negroes,  althooy h  in  part  belonging  to  inbab- 
itanls  of  this  proTince,  and  as  rational  beings, 
may  be  the  sabjeets  of  the  King,  my  master,  are 
deemed  by  me  insurgents  or  rebels  against  the 
authority,  not  only  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  bat 
also  of  the  proprietors  from  whose  service  they 
haTe  withdrawn  tbemsetres;  some  seduced  by 
the  English  Colonel  Nlcholls,  Major  Woodbine, 
and  their  agents,  and  others  from  their  inclina- 
tion to  ran  off.  Bat  as  yonr  excellency  mani- 
fests a  particalar  desire  that,  in  case  the  fort  was 
not  erected  by  Spanish  aothority,  I  sboaid  state 
by  what  authority  and  by  whose  orders  it  was 
erected,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying  your 
cnriosity,  by  informing  you  that  I  have  under- 
stood, ever  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that  the 
said  fort,  and  another  near  the  connaence  of  the 
Chatafaoochee  and  Flint  rivers  (which  it  appears 
no  longer  exists,)  were  built  by  the  order  of  the 
before-named  Colonel  Nicholls.  I  will  not  as- 
sure you  that  he  did  it  under  authority  from  his 
Qovernment;  but  I  can  say  that  be  proceeded  to 
place  artillery,  munitions,  and  provisions  in  it, 
by  the  arrangement  of  Vice  Admiral  Malcolm  $ 
and  that  when  Colonel  Nicholls  and  the  troops  of 
his  detachment,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  expe- 
dition against  Louisiana,  withdrew  from  that 
point,  he  left  orders  with  the  neffroes,  totally  eon* 
tcary  to  the  incontestable  right  of  sovereignty 
which  the  King,  my  master,  exercises  from  the 
line  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to 
the  South.  My  predecessors  in  this  Ghxvernment 
have  given  an  account  of  all  these  actions  to  the 
authorities  on  whom  they  depended,  that  the  sat- 
isfaction which  the  violation  required  might  be 
demanded  by  those  on  whom  this  duty  devolves. 
I  think  I  have  answered  your  excellency's  letter 
satisfactorily,  and  in  terms  which  cannot  leave  a 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions  ip  favor 
of  the  common  cause  of  the  American  and  Span* 
ish  inhsbitants;  and  that  my  present  inaction 
does  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  inclination.  I 
likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my  Captain 
Qeneral  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Gtovernmeat  of  the  United  Stales^  or  by  your 
excellency,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  King,  my  master,  or  the  district 
of  Appalachicola,  which  is  a  dependency  of  this 
Qovernment.  And,  finally,  I  conclude  by  assnr* 
ing  your  excellency  that  it  will  afford  me  par- 
ticular satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of  evinc* 
iag  my  desire,  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far  as 
depends  on  me,  to  the  cementing  of  the  good  un- 
derstanding which  subsists  between  onr  respect- 
ive Governments,  but  also  to  prove  to  your  excel- 
lency the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  virtues 
and  military  talents.  God  preserve  your  excel- 
lency many  years. 

MAURICIO  DB  ZUNIGA. 
Bxc'y  Awnnaw  Jacuoii. 

AK|f#r  CfWMmi,  ^c* 


No.  16. 
Rgxfrt  of  Captain  Amehmg  to  Gennai  Jadktom, 

New  OBLBARn,  Jmne  4, 1816. 
Sin :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  received  on 
the  6th  of  May  last,  I  proceeded  the  next  day 
for  Pensacola;  but  owing    to   adverse  wind^ 

t having  to  wait  twelve  days  at  the  bay  of  St 
«oais,)  I  only  arrived  at  that  place  oo  the  2Mi 
May.  I  was  received  and  treated  wrich  great 
attention  by  the  Governor  and  his  ofileers,  and, 
after  receiving  his  answer  to  yoor  htter,  I  left 
there  on  the  27th,  and  arrived  here  on  the  9d 
instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  an- 
swer of  the  Governor,  which^  I  think,  embraces 
all  the  polats  touched  upon  in  yonr  letter ;  nad 
also  take  the  liberty  to  subjoin  a  transUiion 
thereof,  as  it  might  happen  that  no  person  is 
near  yon  understanding  the  Spanish  language. 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  Governor  asseru 
the  truth  in  his  communication ;  and  am  con- 
vinced that  the  inhabitants  of  Pensacola  have 
suffered,  and  do  now  suffer,  more  than  our  citi* 
xens,  from  the  existence'of  the  fort  and  its  gar- 
rison* 

I  also  take  the  liberty  of  comAunieating  such 
intelligence  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
good  authority,  and  which  might  perhaps  be  of 
some  use. 

The  fort  in  question  is  situated  at  Bonavista, 
on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Appalachicola  rivers 
16  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  120  noiilce  east  of 
Pensacola.  The  river  discharges  itself  ioto  St 
GhBorge's  Sound,  and  vessels  drawing  not  mofc 
than  ten  feet  water  may  come  in  between  St. 
Gkorge's  and  St.  Vincent's  islands;  the  bar, 
however,  is  dangerous,  and  requires  skilful  pilots. 

The  fort  was  constructed  by  NichoUs  and 
Woodbine,  and  the  British  occasionally  resorted 
thither;  but,  on  their  final  evacuation  of  this 
country,  left  it  in  the  possession  of  a  garrison 
composed  of  negroes  and  Indians,  with  fonr 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  10.000  pounds  of 
powder,  dtc.  About  twenty  Choctaws,  a  num- 
ber of  Semiooles,  and  a  great  number  of  runa- 
way negroes  are  supposed  to  have  been  there 
some  time  ago,  but  a  great  part  of  these  brigands 
have  abandoned  the  fort  on  account  of  scarcity 
of  provisions,  and  have  gone  to  Savannah  (a/tes 
St.  Joseph's)  river,  in  Bast  Florida,  whither  they 
win,  no  doubt,  all  retire,  in  case  or  an  attack  by 
land,  as  they  have  a  scnooner  and  several  iaige 
boau  to  make  good  their  retreat  by  sea,  if  not 
interrupted. 

From  this  spot  they  can  easily  annoy  onr  set- 
tlements on  Flint  river,  and  the  whc^e  Georgia 
frontier,  and  are  in  a  country  where  they  caa 
procure  subsistence  with  facility. 

Pensacola  itself  is.  I  caa  assure  yon,  entirely 
defenceless.  The  garrison  consists  of  from  90  to 
100  effective  men,  exclusive  of  a  battalioa  of  col- 
ored troops,  say  about  150  men,  of  whoa  the  in- 
habitants themselves  stand  in  constant  dread. 
They  have  about  160  serviceable  muskets,  mboat 
600  musket  cartridges,  and  not  anoogh  gnnpow- 
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tertoi&re  »  Mltttej  one  gvn  was  iiioiiDtia|f  at 
Baraneai  od  the  day  I  left  there.  To  this  is  to 
lie  added  the  dissatisfaetioa  of  the  iDhabitants, 
lod  even  of  a  nttmber  of  the  offiecrs  of  QoTera- 
sent,  and  the  desire  of  a  majority  to  see  a  chaoge 
iffeeted.  I  most  not  forget  to  present  to  you,  oq 
:he  part  of  the  Goveroor,  the  thaoks  of  the  in- 
kabitantf  of  Pensaeola  for  the  exemplary  and  ho* 
aane  coadaet  of  the  army  iiader  your  command 
It  Pensaeola,  and  I  rerily  believe  their  profes* 
lions  to  be  sincere. 

The  Qovemor  also,  on  my  meniioniag  in  eoa« 
rersation  that  I  was  persuaded  yoo  would  will* 
Dgly  assist  in  destroying  the  fort,  said,  if  the  ob- 
set  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  the 
»resenee  of  General  Jackson,  he  woald  be  proud 
0  be  commaaded  by  yon :  and  that,  if  the  Cap- 
iin  General  of  Cuba  could  not  famish  him  with 
he  necessary  means,  he  might  perhaps  apply  to 
'OQ  for  asaietance. 

Having  nothing  further  to  add,  I  remain,  very 
espectfully,  your  obedient  serTant, 

VERO  Z.  AMBLUNQ, 

A  trne  copy :  Captain  Ut  Infantry, 

JAMBS  T.  DBNT, 
Judge  Advocate^  Dmtion  of  the  Southm 

No.  17. 
Crtnarai  Jaduon  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

HbAD^'rS,  DlYISlON  OP  TBB  SOUTB, 

NdshvilU,  Jnne  15, 1816. 

SiB :  I  hare  this  moment  received  the  answer 
f  the  commanding  officer  and  Governor  of  Pen- 
icola  to  mine  of  the  23d  of  April,  which  I  hasten 
)  forward  for  your  information,  as  well  as  the 
opf  of  the  report  of  Captain  Amelung,  of  the 
8t  infantry,  who  was  the  bearer  of  m)r Tetter.  I 
end  you  the  original,  retaining  a  cppy  in  Bnglish 
Drwarded  to  me  by  Captain  Amelung. 

The  answer  beats  the  marks  of  candor  and 
reathes  the  spirit  of  friendshio;  and  as  those 
laraoders  on  our  frontier  are  acknowledged  offi- 
ially  as  rebels  against  the  Government  of  Spain, 
^ere  can  be  no  Tear  of  disturbing  the  good  nn- 
ersianding  that  exists  between  us  and  Spain,  by 
estroying  the  negro  fort,  and  restoring  to  the 
wners  the  negroes  that  may  be  captured. 

The  4ih  and  7ih  infantry  will  be  sufficient  to 
estroy  it.  A  few  troops  from  the  1st  infantry, 
rith  a  small  naval  force,  will  prevent  their  es- 
ape,  and  capture  those  vessels  named  by  Captain 
Lmelung  in  his  report.  I  shall  await  your  order 
•n  this  subject,  which  shall  be  promptly  obeyed 
Ad  executed. 

I  am,  respectfollyi^&c. 

ANDRBW  JACKSON. 
Major  OeiUj  eorn^g  Div»  of  the  aouth* 
Hon.  Yfu*H*  CaAWPoaih 

Secretary  ff  War* 

No.  18  a. 

Cfeneral  Oainee  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  mbab  Fobt  Jaoksoh, 

April  30,  1810. 

8ib:  i  hive  just  bow  received  a  letter  from 


Lieutenant  Cotonel  Clineh,  dated  near  the  mouth 
of  Summochichoba,  the  26th  instant,  enclosing  a 
communication  from  the  Little  Prince,  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith. 

This  chief  is  on  a  toor  down  the  river  to  visit 
the  Seminole  chiefs  near  the  Appalaehicola. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  visit  was  to  adopt 
measures  to  take  the  negro  fort;  and  as  Colonel 
Hawkins  had  confidence  in  the  promises  of  the 
Indians  to  effect  this  object,  I  sanctioned  a  requi- 
sition for  supplying  them  with  three  hundred 
bushels  of  corn,  to  serve  as  rations.  That  I  have 
little  faith  in  their  promises,  I  will  not  deny ; 
but  it  seemed  to  me  proper  to  encourage  them  in 
the  prosecution  of  a  measure  which  I  felt  per- 
suaded would,  if  successful,  be  attended  with 
great  benefit  to  our  southern  frontier  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  the  lodiaos  themselves. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

BDMUNO  P.  GAINBS. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  CbawpobOi 

Secretary  of  War. 

No.  18  6. 

TaOsfrom  the  UttU  Frimeet  T^uiemiaggu  Ibpoy,  io 
the  Cotnmmder  of  the  UnUed  Statee  fireee  in  the 
Indian  nation* 

Sib  :  Jackson  and  Hawkins  spoke  to*  us,  aad 
told  us  we  were  their  children.  At  the  Tus- 
keeffee  meeting  you  told  us  you  would  have  the 
land  as  far  down  as  the  Summochichoba ;  but 
we  chiefs  did  not  affree  to  it.  Ton  did  not  tell 
us  then  you  would  build  fortr  along  the  river 
bank  down  to  the  fork;  but  we  heard,  since,  von 
issued  orders  to  thai  effect.  We  do  not  thinlc  it 
friendly  for  one  friend  to  take  anything  from 
another  forciblv*  The  Commander  and  Haw- 
kins did  not  tell  us  anvthing  about  building  of 
these  forts.  Did  you  xnow  these  things,  and 
keep  them  hidden  from  me?  We  told  our  friend 
Hawkins  we  would  hold  a  meeting  at  this  place 
on  our  way  down.  We  were  rtold]  at  the  fort 
at  Sdmmochichoba,  built  by  the  commanding 
officer,  that  he  had  orders  to  build  three  forts. 
Our  friend  Hawkins  told  us  to  go  down  to  the 
fort  of  the  blacks,  and  uke  them  out  of  it,  and 
give  them  to  their  masters;  which  we  are  at 
this  present,  when  we  have  heard  of  Jackson's 
orders  about  building  these  forts.'  We  hear  of 
your  meeiinff  at  Toskeegee.  We  hope  you  will 
detain  the  forces  at  the  places  they  are  at  at 
present,  and  watt  on  the  Indians,  as  I  am  sure 
they  will  be  able  to  settle  everything;  but  all 
the  chiefs  are  not  yet  met.  You  know  that  we 
are  slow  in  our  movements.  I  spoke  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Summochichoba.  He  will 
read  this,  and  write  it  off  on  a  clean  sheet  and 
send  it  on  to  the  Commander-in-chief  and  Colo- 
nel Hawkins.  I  heg  you  will  send  me  back  an 
answer,  and  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  a  little  ink,  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  write  yon  a^aio,  if  it 
ahottl^  be  necessary.    I  remain  your  friend. 

TU8TBNNUQQBB  HOPOY. 
ROB.  R.  RUFFIN, 


A  true  copy  I 


Lieui.  ArtiUery,  AuMo-camp. 
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Written  Bs  spoken,  by  William  ttuibU,  d6(h 
April,  1816. 

W.  S.  PRNDLBTON. 

No.  19. 

Oaural  Qamea  io  Cohnel  CUntk. 

HcADci'Be,  Fort  Montoomsrt, 

Mimmppi  TWrtlory,  May  23, 1816. 

Sir:  Tour  letters  ap  to  the  9th  iDstant  have 
been  received.  The  British  agent,  Hamblf,  and 
the  Little  Prince  and  others^  are  actiog  a  part 
which  I  have  been  at  a  loss  for  some  time  past  to 
understand.  Are  they  not  endeavoring  to  amuse 
and  divert  us  from  our  main  object?  Their 
tricks,  if  they  be  so,  have  assumed  a  serious  as* 

Eect.  and  may  lead  to  their  destruction;  but  we 
ave  little  to  apprehend  from  them.  They  must 
be  watched  with  an  eve  of  vigilaoce.  The  post 
near  the  junction  of  the  rivers,  to  which  I  called 
your  attention  in  the  last  month,  must  be  estab- 
lished speedily,  even  if  we  have  to  fight  our  way 
to  it  through  the  ranks  of  the  whole  nation. 

The  surveyors  have  commenced  laying  off  the 
land  to  be  sold  and  settled,  and  they  must  be  pro* 
^eetad.  The  forae  of  the  > whole  MCion  cawiot 
«riaat  your.BMnrement  down  the  rmr  «a  beard 
the  boats,  if  secured  up  the  sides  with  tiao«inch 
plank,  and  covered  over  with  elapbeardas  nor 
could  all  the  nation  prevent  your  landing  and 
constructing  a  stockade  work,  sufficient  to  secure 
you,  unless  they  should  previously  know  the  spot 
At  which  you  intended  to  land,  and  had  actually 
assembled  at  that  place  previous  to  or  witbin  four 
•  hours  of  your  kadiog ;  but  your  foroe  is  not  suf- 
ficient tio  warrant  your  nuifcn  to  the  different  vil- 
lages, as  suggested,  bv  land.  The  whole  of  your 
Ibroe  (except  about  mty  men,  or  one  company, 
for  the  defence  of  Fort  Gaines)  should  be  kept 
near  your  boats  and  aiipplies  until  the  new  post 
shall  be  established.  ITou  may  then  strike  at  any 
hostile  party  near  you,  with  all  your  di^wsable 
force  I  but  even  then  yon  should  not^o  more  tban 
one  or  two  day^s  march  from  your  fort. 

If  your  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition 
have  reached  yoii,  let  your  detachment  move  as 
directed  in  my  letter  of  the  28lh  of  last  month. 
Yon  can  venture  to  move  with  twenty«five  days' 
nations,  but  you  should  order  a  supply  to  the 
agency,  or  Fort  Gaines,  where  a  boat  should  be 
tbuill,  and  held  fin  readiness  to  send  down,  in 
xaae  any. accident  should  prevent  or  delay  the 
arrival  of  a  supply  which  i  have  ordered  from 
•New  Orleans. 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  emitainiiig 
an  arrangement  for  tbesupply  by  wateryand  have 
to  direct  that  y-ou'^  will  provide  a  boat,  and  de- 
apatch  it  with  an  Affieer  and  fifty  men  to  meet 
the  vessels  from  New  Orleans,  as  soon  as  you  are 
advised  of  their  belc^  ^on  the  river.  One  of  your 
large  boats  will  answer  the  purpose,  provided  you 
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*  Thirty  flieusBdratians  ha^vs  been  ordered  fiem 
Kew  OrlMiis  <np  the  Appalaahieola,  and  Gommodon 
PatteaNmiiegeesM  toieend  a  conveyer  eae  er  tm 


have  no  barge  w  keel^HiaL  Bheold  the  boats 
meet  with  opposition  at  what  as  called  the  Ne^to 
fort,  anraagemenU  will  immediately  be  made  for 
its  desf  notion  $  and  for  that  purpoKyoa  will  be 
supplied  with  two  eighteeen^pmndeis  and  one 
howitzer,  with  Sxed  aeBAianitioii,aBd  impkmeato 
complete,  to  be  sent  in  a  vessel  toaeeompaay  the 
provuions.  I  have^  likewise,  ordeied  fitty  thoe- 
sand  musket  eartridgesi  some  rifles,  BWor<faL4e. 
Should  you  be  eompelled  to  ]go  agaioee  the  Ifegie 
fort,  veu  will  land  at  a  convenient  point  above  it, 
and  foree  a  eommunieation  with  tiie  eomnaand- 
ing  elEcer  of  the  vessels  below,  and  amng'e  witli 
him  your  plan  of  attack.  Upon  this  sobjeec  yoi 
shall  hear  from  me  again,  as  eoon  as  I  am  oocified 
of  the  time  at  which  4he  venels  will  sail  from 
New  Orleans* 

VtTith  great  rcmieet  and  esteem,  dbc 

BDMUND  P.  GAINEB, 

Ak^Gmenl  mm^, 
Lu  Col.  D.  L.  Clinoh, 

or  Offher  am^g  0n  Ae  Ckmtakoockee. 

A  troe  copy : 

aoa  B.  RUFFIN, 

Aid-de^CSamp, 

No.  20. 
Oeneral  Cfaina  to  Commodore  PmtUnon. 
Four  MoRTooKCBT,  Magn^  1816. 

Sin:  'Bv  a  letter  I  have  reeehred  from  Liea- 
tenant  Colonel  Clinch,  commanding  a  battalioe 
of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry  on  tie  CJMitahoo- 
chee,  I  learn  that  in  the  early  ^t  of  the  preeeat 
month,  a  party  of  ladiaoesarprtsed  and  cook  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  hie  eamp  two  priTates 
aent  out  tognatd  a  drove  of  beef  eattWpvfchaeed 
for  the  subsisteaee  of  the  troops.  The  cattle, 
amomiting  to  thirty  head,  weve  «lso  taken.  The 
Indians  were  pursued  forty-five  miles,  on  a  path 
leading  to  St.  Mark's,  but,  being  movnied,  and 
having  travelled  all  night, escaped  with  their  prv> 
oners  and  booty. 

Thn  ommge.  preceded  by  the  naarder  of  two 
of  our  citizens,  Johnson  and  MeOaskey,  by  In- 
dians below  the  lines,  and  followed  byeertaia 
indications  of  general  hostility,  saeh  as  the  tmr 
cEance,  and  drinking  w»r  vkffoic^  leares  no  doubt 
that  we  ehall  be  compelled  to  deetroy^  the  hos- 
tile towns. 

The  detached  situation  of  |he  post  which  I 
have  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch  to  es- 
tablish near  tlie  Appalachieola  wiU  expose  as  to 
great  ioeoo venience  and  haaard  in  obtaming  sup- 
plies by  land,  particularly  in  the  event  of  war,  u 
the  road  will  be  bad,  and  the  dietanee  from  the 
settleaieat  of  Georgia  neef  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

Having  advised  with  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  division  upon  this  sttfoject,  I  iiave  deter- 
mined upon  an  experiment  by  water,  and  for  this 
purpose  have  to  request  vour  co-operation;  shoaid 
you  feel  anthorized  to  detach  a  small -gen- vessel 
or  twoaa.a  eoovoy  to  the  beau aharged  with  oar 
supplies  4ip  the  Appalachieola,  I  am  perauaded 
that,  in  doioig  -so^  yon  will  eantcibiite  naah  ts 
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the  benefit  of  the  senriee,  and  tecommodation  d 
my  immedimte  command  in  thia  qaarter.  The 
innsporta  will  be  onder  the  direction  of  the  oiB- 
:er  or  the  gun-ressel,  and  the  whole  should  be 
)roTided  against  an  attack  bf  small  arms  from 
ibore.  To  ffuard  against  accidents,  I  wtH  direct 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch  to  have-  in  readiness 
I  boat  snffietent  to  carry  fifty  men,  to  meet  the 
resseis  on  the  river  and  assist  them  up. 

Should  you  find  it  convenient  to  send  a  con- 
roy.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  of  the  date  of 
ts  aepttrimtf  and  the  time  which,  in  your  jodg- 
aent,  it  will  take  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the 
irer,  (Appalachieola.) 

Bnclofeil  you  will  receive  the  best  account  I 
an  give  you,  from  the  information  I  have  re- 
eived  of  the  negro  fort  upon  the  Appalachieola. 
(honid  we  me  et  with  opposition  from  that  fort, 
t  shall  be  destroyed ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  the 
iommaDdfngofflcer  above  will  be  ordered  to  pre- 
Mire  all  bis  disposable  force  to  meet  the  boats  at 
\T  just  below  the  ibrt,  and  he  will  confer  with 
he  commanding  officer  of  the  gun-vessels  upon 
be  plan  of  attack. 

I*  am,  with  great  consideration  and  esteem, 
our  obedient  servant: 

BDmUND  p.  qainbs, 

Major  €knerai  hy  frrenef. 
Com.  D.  T.  Pattbbsoh, 

17.  Sk  Na^y  New  (Meant  staHan. 

No.  31. 

NftW  OBLBANa;  Jime'19, 1816* 

Sir  :  The  enclosedcopy  of  a  letter  from  Major 
General  Qaines.  commanding  the  United  States 
nilitary  fbrces  in  the  Creek  nation,  fblly  informs 
on  of  his  situation,  and  his  expectation  of  im- 
aediate  commencement  of  hostifitiea  on  the  part 
f  those  Indians. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  contained 
n  that  letter,  I  have  pr6mised  the  conroy  there- 
D  requested ;  you  will  therefore  take  under  your 
ommand  gun-boat  No.  149,  and,  with  that  letter 
or  your  guide,  convoy  the  transports  with  ord- 
lance.  provisions,  dBM&.,  op  the  Appalachieola  and 
^bataooochee,  to  such  point  or  points  as  may  be 
eqnired,  if  practicable.  Should  yon  meet  with 
opposition  from  the  neero  fort,  situated,  as  stated 
n  the  letter,  on  the  Former  river,  the  military 
iommanding  officer  will  have  orders  to  destroy 
t,  in  which  you  will  co-operate ;  the  plan  of  at- 
ack  to  be  concerted  between  yourself  and  him : 
the  transports  will  be  under  your  direction  en- 

litely.  ,  ^ 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  between  the  Indians 
and  the  United  States,  you  will,  if  practicable, 
afibrd  any  aid  with  your  vessels  in  your  power 
to  the  army.  Remam  in  that  river,  and  co-oper- 
ate with  them,  until  it  shall  be  necessary  to  re- 
tnrn  here  for  provisions  ;  but,  if  ^u  cannot  aid 
them  in  their  operations^  you  will  then  return 
immediately,  bringing  with  you  the  transports. 
The  transports  wUl  rendezvous  at  the  Pass 


Christian,  and  consist  of  the  following  vessels : 
schooner  Semilante.  laden  with  ordnance;  schoon- 
er General  Pike,  laden  with  pro?  itions. 

By  late  information,  the  negro  fort  mounts 
only  six  pieces  of  cannon,  with  about  one  hun- 
dred men  in  and  about  it  planting  corn,  and  I 
apprehend  no  opposition  from  them  whatever  i 
in  the  event  of  your  remaining  to  act  with  the 
army,  you  will  communicate  with  me  by  mail 
throoffn  General  Gaines.  Should  the  boat,  men- 
tioned in  General  Gaines's  letter,  not  meet  you 
prior  to  your  arrival  at  or  near  the  negro  fort,  and 
you  have  cause  to  expect  opposition,  you  will 
wait  her  arrival  before  you  attempt  to  pass  it. 

Very  respectfully,  ^. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Lieut.  Com»  Cbablbs  £.  Cbawlet, 

V.  8.  ciUter  fW. 
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Nbw  OausAUBy  Jmnie  19, 1816» 

Sib:  The  enclosed  despatch  for  Lieutenant 
Cotumattdant  Crawley  is  transmttted  under  cover 
to  yoB,  lest  be  might  not  arrive  at  the  Paaa 
Christian  by  the  time  the  transporu  ladea  with 
ordnance,  prorisions,  Ac,  BBentiooed  to  you  ver« 
bally  when  here,  shall  arrive^  and  be  ready  to 
proceed  to  their  place  of  destiomtion ;  in  which 
case,  you  will  consider  them  as  addressed  to  you, 
and  act  accordingly  \  in  that  erent,  you  will  take 
under  your  command  gunboat  No.  154,  together 
with  the  transports,  and  proceed  in  execution  of 
these  instmetions. 

In  the  performaneeof  the  dotiea  therein  pointed 
out,  it  will  be  necessarv  to  act  with  vigor  and 
iodginent;  ami  you  will  refrain  frdm  any'  act  of 
hostilities  against  the  Spanish  foree^  or  vtolatioD 
of  their  rights  and  laws.  You  will  make  no 
delay  in  your  departure  from  the  Pass  Christian, 
after  the  airival  there  of  No.  IM  and  the  trana^ 

Saillngmaster  JAiBueLooiiiB, 

OmCg  U.  a.  gunboat  No.  149. 

No.  23. 
j;  ItfSBiii  ta  GmKmoJknPaiienm^ 

UlWTBB  fih^Ana  CNm^VBBBBti,  No.  149^ 

Aty  ^.  Lmde,  Amguti  \^,  ISie. 
Sib:  lAConibrmity  with  your  orders  of  the 
24th  of  June,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
with  this  vessel  and  No.  154,  Saillngmaster  J^er 
Bassett,  I  took  onder  convoy  the  schooners  Gen- 
eral Pike  and  Semilante,  laden  with  provisiona 
and  military  stores,  and  proceeded  fbr  Appalaeht- 
tola  river ;  off  the  mouth  of  which  we  arrived  on 
the  10th  July.  At  this  place  I  received  despatches 
from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch,  commanding 
the  fourth  regiment  United  States  infantry,  on 
the  Chatahoochee  river,  borne  by  au  Indian^  le- 
questing  me  to  remain  off  the  mouth  of  the  river 
antil  he  could  arrive  with  a  party  oi;  men  to 
assist  in  getting  up  the  transports  j  desiring  me, 
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aUo^  to  detain  all  ressek  and  boats  that  might 
attempt  to  descend  the  river. 

On  the  15ih,  I  discovered  a  boat  pulling  out 
of  the  river,  and,  being  anxious  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther we  should  be  permitted  peaceably  to  pass 
the  fort  above  us,  I  despatched  a  boat  with  an 
officer  to  gain  the  necessary  informations^  on 
nearing  her,  she  fired  a  voliev  of  musketry  into 
my  boat,  and  immediately  pulled  in  for  the  river ; 
I  immediately  opened  a  nre  on  them  from  the 
gun-vessels,  but  with  no  effect. 

On  the  17th,  at  5  A.  M.  I  manned  and  armed  a 
boat  with  a  swivel  and  musketry  and  four  men, 
and  gave  her  in  charge  of  Midshipman  Lnffbor- 
ough,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  fresh  water, 
having  run  short  of  that  article.  At  11  A.  M 
Sailingmaster  Bassett,  who  had  been  oq  a  simi- 
lar expedition,  came  alongside  with  the  body  of 
John  burgess,  ordinary  seaman,  who  had  been 
sent  in  the  boat  with  Midshipman  Lufiborough  ; 
his  body  was  found  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
shot  through  the  heart.  At  4  P.  M.  discovered 
a  man  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  a  sand  bar, 
sent  a  boat  and  brought  him  oa  board ;  he  provad 
to  be  John  Lopaz,  ordinary  seaman,  the  only  sur- 
Tivor  of  th«  boat's  crew  sent  with  Midshipman 
LuffboroQgh.  He  reports  that,  onenteriag  the 
river,  they  discovered  a  negro  on  the  beach  near 
a  plantation  i  that  Mr.  Luflfborough  ordered  the 
boat  to  be  pulled  directly  for  him ;  that  on  touch- 
ing the  shore  he  spoke  to  the  negro,  and  directly 
received  a  volley  of  musketrv  from  two  divisions 
of  negroes  and  Indians,  who  lay  concealed  in  the 
bushes  on  the  margin  of  the  river;  Mr.  Luffbor- 
ough.  Robert  Maiiland,  and  John  Burgess  were 
killea  on  the  spot ;  Lopaz  made  his  escape  by 
swimming,  and  states  that  he  saw  the  other  sea- 
man, Edward*  Daniels,  made  prisoner.  Lopaz 
supposed  there  must  have  been  forty  negroes  and 
Indians  concerned  in  the  capture  of  the  boat. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  I  received,  by  a  canoe  with 
five  Indians,  despatches  from  Colonel  Clinch, 
advising  that  he  had  arrived  with  a  party  of 
troops  and  Indians  at  a  position  about  a  mile 
above  the  neyro  fori,  requesting  that  I  would 
ascend  the  river  and  join  him  with  the  gun- 
vessels. 

He  further  informed  me  that  he  had  taken  a 
oegro  bearing  the  scalp  of  one  of  my  unfortunate 
crew  to  one  of  the  unfriendly  Indian  ehiafs.  On 
the  28d,  there  was  a  heavy  canonading  in  the 
direction  of  the  fort.  Oa  the  83d,  I  received  a 
Terbal  message  from  Colonel  Clinch,  by  a  white 
man  and  two  Indians,  who  sUted  that  Colonel 
Clinch  wished  me  to  ascend  the  river  to  a  cer- 
tain blufi^  and  wait  there  until  I  saw  him.  Con- 
siderinjf  that,  by  so  doing,  a  narrow  and  crooked 
river,  from  both  sides  of  which  my  decks  could 
be  commanded,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, without  enabling  me  to  act  in  my  own  de- 
fence, and  also  that  something  like  treachery 
might  be  on  foot,  from  the  nature  of  the  message. 
I  declined  acting,  retained  the  white  man  ana 
one  of  the  Indians  as  hostages,  and  despatched 
the  other,  with  my  reasons  for  so  doing,  to  Col.  I 
Clinch,  stating  that  hb  views  and  communica- 1 


tions  to  me  in  fiUure  must  be  made  in  writing, 
and  by  an  officer  of  the  army. 

Lieutenant  Wilson  and  thirteen  men  joined 
me  on  the  84ih,  to  assist  in  getting  np  with  the 
transports-,  he  likewise  informed  me  thaiCoi. 
Clinch  had  sent  the  canoe  the  day  before. 

On  the  25th,  I  arrived  with  the  convoy  at  Da- 
elling  bluff,  about  four  miles  below  the  fort,  where 
I  was  met  by  Colonel  Clinch  ;  he  informed  me 
that,  in  attempting  to  pass  within  gonakot  of  the 
fortifications,  he  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  ne- 
groes, and  that  he  had  also  been  fired  opon  for  the 
last  four  or  five  days,  whenever  any  of  kis  troops 
appeared  in  view.  We  immediately  reconnoi- 
tred the  fort,  and  determined  on  a  site  to  erect  a 
small  battery  of  two  eighteen  pounders  to  assist 
the  gun-vessels  to  force  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  as  it  was  evident  from  their  hostility  we 
should  be  obliged  to  do. 

On  the  26th  the  Colonel  began  to  clear  away 
the  brushwood  for  the  erection  of  the  battery,- 
he,  however,  stated  to  me  that  he  was  not  ac- 

auainted  with  artillery,  but  that  he  thought  the 
istance  was  too  great  to  do  execution.    On  this 
subject  we  unfortunately  differed  totally  in  opia- 
ion,  as  we  were  withia  point-blank  range;  he, 
however,  ordered  his  men  to  desist  from  further 
operations ;  I  then  told  him  that  the  goo  venels 
would  attempt  the  passage  of  the  fort  in  the 
morning,  without  his  aid.    At  4  a.  m..  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  we  began  warping  the  gun 
vessels  to  a  proper  position ;  at  5,  getting  within 
gunshot,  the  fort  opened  upon  os,  which  we  re- 
turned, and,  after  ascertaining  our  real  disunce 
with  cold  shot,  we  commenced  with  hoi,  (having 
cleared  away  our  coppers  for  that  purpose,)  the 
first  one  of  which,  entering  their  magazine,  blew 
op  and  completely  destroyed  the  foru    The  ne- 
groes fought  under  the  BogUsh  jack,  accompanied 
with  the  red  or  bloodv  flag. 

This  was  a  regularly  constructed  fortification, 
built  under  the  immediate  eye  and  direction  of 
Colonel  Nieholls,  of  the  British  army  ;  there  were 
mounted  on  the  walls,  and  in  a  complete  state  of 
equipment  for  service,  four  long  twenty-fonr- 
pounder  cannon ;  four  long  six-pounder  cannon ; 
one  four-pounder  field-piece,  and  a  five  and  a  half 
inch  brass  howitzer,  with  three  hundred  negroes, 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  about  twenty  In- 
dian warriors  of  the  renegadoChoetaws;  of  these, 
two  hundred  and  seventy  were  killed,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  rest  mortally  wonnded,  hot 
three  escaped  unhurt;  among  the  prisoners  arere 
the  two  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians.    Oa 
examining  the  prisoners,  they  stated  that  Edward 
Daniels,  ordinary  seaman,  who  was  made  pcu- 
oner  in  the  boat  oa  the  17th  Julv,  was  tarred  and 
burnt  alive.    In  consequence  or  this  savage  act, 
both  the  chiefs  were  executed  on  the  spotby  the 
friendly  Indians. 

From  the  best  information  we  could  ascertain, 
there  were  2,500  stands  of  musketry,  with  accou- 
trements complete ;  500  carbines ;  500  steel  scab- 
bard swords;  4  cases,  containing  two  hundred 
pairs  pistols ;  300  quarter  casks  rile  powder;  762 
iNurrels  of  cannon  powder,  besides  a  large  quantity 
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of  miiiunr  stOMs  tod  elothinff  that  I  wu  not 
able  (0  eolieet  aoy  account  ofT  owing  to  an  en- 
gagement made  by  Colonel  Clinch  with  the  In- 
diana, in  which  he  promiaed  them  all  the  property 
eaptared,  except  the  cannon  and  ahot. 

The  property  cafitured  on  the  S7th  Jalr,  ac- 
cordiog  to  the  beat  information  we  coold  obtain, 
and  at  the  ioweat  calculationi  could  not  have 
been  less  than  9^00,000  in  value;  the  remnant  of 
the  property,  that  the  Indians  did  not  take,  was 
transporced  to  Fort  Criiwford  and  to  thia  plaee» 
an  inreotory  of  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  trana- 
mit  for  your  further  information. 

00  sounding  the  river,  I  found  it  impaaaable 
for  vesseb  drawing  more  than  four  and  a  half 
feet  water;  eonaeqneotly,  Colonel  Clinch  took 
the  proTittona  from  the  Qeneral  Pike  into  flata, 
aad  lightened  the  Semilante,  ao  aa  to  enable  her 
to  ascend  the  river  aa  high  aa  Fort  Crawford. 
On  the  3d  Aognat,  after  aetting  fire  to  4he  re- 
maioiog  parts  of  the  fort  and  village,  I  left  the 
river  and  arrived  at  thia  anchorage  on  the  12th 
current. 

1  cannot  close  thia  letter  without  expreaaing  to 
TOO  my  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
SailiDgmaater  Jamea  Basaett|  eommandine  gun 
vessel  No.  154,  for  hia  cool,  deliberate,  andmaa- 
terly  conduct,  and  the  aupport  I  received  from 
him  in  all  casea  of  difficuUr  and  danger.  In  fact, 
sir,  every  man  and  officer  did  hia  duty. 

Very  reapectfolly,  dbc. 

J.  LOOMIS. 

Commodore  Damibl  T.  Pattibsoii, 

No.  24. 
Commodore  Patttroon  le  iho  Seenimry  of  tke  iVSavy 
Nxw  Orlbans^  Augtiat  15,  1816. 

Sir:  It  ia  with  great  satisfaction  I  do  myaeif 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  operations  of  two  gun-vestels,  under  the 
commana  of  Sailiagmaater  Jairua  Loomis^  de- 
spatched at  the  request  of  Major  General  Games, 
commanding  the  United  States  army  in  the 
Creek  nation,  to  convoy  two  transporta,  laden 
with  ordnance  stores  and  provisions,  up  the 
rivers  Appalachicola  and  Cfaatahooche,  tp  Fort 
Crawford,  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  as  alao 
copiea  of  the  Major  General's  letter  to  me,  and 
of  my  Inatructiona  to  Mr.  Loomia. 

Too  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Loomia'a  atatement 
that  the  unprovoked  and  wanton  agffreaaion 
committed  by  a  party  of  negroes  on  his  boats,  as 
also  their  hoatile  disposition  and  conduct  to  the 
army  and  the  gun-vessels,  and  their  approaching 
the  fort,  evinced  in  the  strongest  manner  their 
iotention  to  dispute  hia  passage  past  their  fort, 
and  rendered  it  neeeaaarr  to  ailence  their  fire 
and  capture  the  fort.  The  very  able  manner 
and  ahort  time  in  which  thia  waa  ao  efiectually 
tecompliahed,  with  a  force  ao  very  inferior,  re- 
flecia  the  greateat  credit  upon  Mr.  Loomis  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  hia  command,  the 
ninth  shot  unijint  hat  one  producing  the  explo- 


sion; and  unleaa  the  fort  had  aurrendered  or' 
been  deatroyed,  it  would  have  been  impoaaible 
for  the  army  to  have  received  thoee  supplies,  of 
which  they  stood  ao  much  in  need,  and  without 
which  their  operations  against  the  hoatile  In- 
diana muat  necessarily  have  been  materially  re- 
tarded, if  not  totally  suspended ;  and  it  was  from 
the  very  great  importance,  as  detailed  by  Qene- 
ral Gainea,  that  those  stores  and  provisions  should 
reach  the  army  in  safety,  that  I  felt  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  me,  when  thua  called  upon,  to 
afford  the  requiaite  convoy  for  their  protection. 

The  aerviee  rendered  by  the  deatruction  of 
thia  fort,  and  the  band  of  nej^roes  who  held  it. 
aad  the  country  in  its  vicinity,  is  of  great  ana 
manifest  importance  to  the  United  Statea,  and 
particularly  those  Statea  bordering  on  the  Creek 
nation,  aa  it  had  become  the  jgeneral  rendezvona 
for  runaway  alavea  and  disaneeted  Indians ;  an 
asylum  where  thev  were  assured  of  being  re- 
ceived ;  a  stronghold  where  they  found  arms  and 
ammunition  to  protect  th'emaelvea  againat  their 
owners  and  the  Gbvernment.  This  hold  being 
destroyed,  they  have  no  longer  a  place  to  fly  to, 
and  will  not  be  so  liable  to  abscond.  The  able 
manner  in  which  this  enterprise  was  conducted 
cannot  but  impress  the  hostile  Indians  alao  with 
a  dread  of  our  arma^  and  increaae  the  confidence 
of  those  who  are  friendly ;  add  to  which,  that 
the  force  «of  the  negroes  was  daily  increasing ; 
and  they  felt  themselves  ao  atronff  and  aecore 
that  ihoj  had  commenced  several  plantationa  on  ■ 
the  fertile  banka  of  the  Appalacnieola,  which 
would  have  yielded  them  every  article  of  auate- 
nance,  and  which  would,  conaequentjy.  in  a 
short  time  have  rendered  their  eatabliahment 
quite  formidaUe  and  highly  injurioua  to  the 
neiffhboring  Sialea. 

The  Sttgliah  union  jack  and  red  or  bloody 
flags,  under  which  they  committed  their  unpro- 
voked hostilitiea  against  the  American  fla^,  are 
in  my  poaseaaion,  and  I  ahall  have  the  aatiafae- 
tion  of  forwarding  them  to  the  Department  by 
the  firat  aafe  conveyance.  It  appeara  very  ex- 
traordinary, and  remains  with  the  English  Gov- 
ernment to  explain  the  authority  for  their  flag 
being  thua  hoiated  by  a  band  of  outlawa.  aa  alao 
their  officer.  Colonel  NichoUa,  having  placed  ao 
strong  a  work,  and  with  so  large  a  avppiy  of 
arina^  (moat  of  whioh  were  pofeetly  new  and  in 
their  caaea,)  ammunition,  and  every  other  im- 
plement requiaite  to  enable  the  ncgroea  and  In- 
diana to  proaecute  offenaive  operationa  against 
the  Uniteo  Statea— in  poaaeaaion  of  negroes,  too^ 
known  to  be  runaways  from  the  United  Statea; 
and  that,  too,  aome  time  after  peace jhad  taken 
place. 

Herewith  is  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  inventory 
of  the  articles  aaved  from  the  explosion,  designa- 
ting those  furnished  the  army  for  public  uae,  and 
thoae  brought  off  and  depoaited  here. 

I  regret  extremely  the  lose  of  Mr.  Luffborough, 
killed  in  the  aerviee,  who,  though  much  india- 
posed,  and  having  sent  in  his  reaignation  to  the 
Department,  very  handsomely  volunteered  hia 
aervicea  nnd  accompanied  the  expedition*    Mr* 
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Ttf^"»»*  reportB  bi^  conduct  ta  tbt  highest  ternu 
ofa|^|irobsttoo. 

I  avail  mf  tdf  of  thb  Mcativa,  with  great  Mit«- 
iafaotiOB,  to  reeoiiiiiiieiid  to  the  partieokr  aotaee 
of  ^e  DefMirtment  Bailtngmaster  Jiairas  Loowla 
and.  Janet  Bawett,  commaDdiiif  ihe  gonboatt  on 
this  eapcdition,  as  highlf  meritorioas  offieers. 

.  I  eaanot  bat  iameai  eieeediagif  th«  great  lose 
of  lives  oeeasioned  bv  the  desumetroa  of  the^/Ort^ 
though  caused  by  their  opposition  to  a  passage 
of  t£e  river^  and  bostiiiiiee  moss  wickedly  com* 
meaeed  upon  a  friendly  flag^nader  which  not  the 
slighteet  aggression  would  have  been  oiered 
them. 

The  eonrse  porsned  in  this  service,  and  ihe 
rcMUt.  will,  I  trust,  meet  the  approbalioii  of  the 
Pfottdeot  of  the  United  Staten. 

I  h»ve  the  honor  to  be,  Ac* 

DAIil£L  T.  PATTBRSON. 

'Hoa«  B*  W.  CBownmearBLiir, 

Seeretarf  iiftke  Ntnf, 

O^oemor  XXndelania  6.  Coekbum. 

St.  AufloaTuiB^A8T  Flobida, 

IkHnuurif  18, 18I& 

Moav  BzecftuniT  Bib:  Tha  aapport  andipn*- 
taeciion>  whioh  the  sttbaltam  offioaM  ol  the  teeops 
uad«t  my  eooMiiaBd  aotw  on  Cumbarland  Uaad 
aJTaed  to  the  ranaway  sicvea  of.  tkia  pravdnoe 
under  my  charge,  inviting  them  to  deserf  tlieir 
maaieiB  and  enlist  aa  soldiers,  with  the  tempting 
profiuee  of  tha  liiMrty  whien  ihev  will  enjoy 
wiheft  once  they  are  trannioned  to  nia  Bcitaooio 
Majeaty's  colonies,  have  nUed  with  eonsteinatioa 
tha  peaceable  ihhabitanta,  sulgeeta  of  His  Caih** 


olie  Majesty :  to  which  may  m  added  tha  aggnip< 
vailiion  offosea  them  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
restoration  has  been  eluded,  as  to  anawer  the 
claim  which  their  masters  make  personally,  by 
sayiag  that  they  might  taka  those  that  would 
aoeompaay  them  voluntarily^  is  the  same  thing 
as  to  refuse  their  restoration ;  for  where  is.  the 
skMTft  that  will  voluntarily  return  to  slavery  if 
left  so  his  election  1  For  my  part,  even  if  there 
did  not  exist  that  good  uodersauidiog,  eoocMid, 
and  friaadship' between  our  reapeotive  natsons,  I 
shouki  feci  very  averse  to  suppeee  that  the  British 
QenrarBomit,  genaraus  Sagland.  would  totesata 
m  its  BttbjectB  the  spoliatioB  of  tma  oso|Hvty  be- 
loagiag  to  thenaeino,  industrioua,  andddeneelaw 
planter,  not  only  of  a  friendly  Power,  but  (except*- 
ing  ID  ecffCain  eases)  I  ooneetve  they  wioold  not 
penRt  it  towards  an  enemy*  I  pronoonee  i»  aa 
undaniaUa  that  this  laudable  laasim  has  ever 
been  so  religiously  observed  by  civilized  and  eoi- 
lightened  peoplevtbat  until  now  it  has  always 
been  considered  aaan  inviolable  principla  of  the 
lawa  of  nations^ 

This  abuse  or  disorder,  most  exaeileBt  sir,  from 
ita  important  nature,  demands  fhmt  your  Bkcel- 
leacy  the  most  proao^  sad  eflieacioos  remedy  in 
your  lower,  in  order  to  do  away  tliose  appeaimn- 
ees  or  hoetility  which  such  tmusual  prooeediags 
manifest,  ae  weli  as  to  avoid  the  eoaeeiueiices 


which  must  reeuh  from  tbem,  aad  whieii,  for 
my  pari,  I  shall  endeavor  to  obviate  by  every 
means  in  my  power ;  requesting  your  cieelleney 
again  to  order  the  resioralioo,  wiihoorveMnettoir, 
of  the  sforesaid  Spaaisfa  property,  vrtnek  I  now 
demand  of  yea,  officially,  for  the  aeeend  time. 

Permit  me  to  ofler  to  your  exeelleaey,  person- 
ally,  my  senctflsents  of  high  eoosideratiim,  whose 
life  I  pray  God  to  preserve  many  years. 

SOB.  KUfDBLAN. 

His  BxcY  CteoBOB  CocxiBUBif,  4te. 


Cmttral  .fadbea  to  Cstwasi 

Hbad'obb,  Orriaioai  orTntaoQTB. 
f}ut  GodMdtnfMoFckS^  1818. 

Sib:  I  have  ordered  a  supply  of  provmoas  to 
be  seat  from  New  Orleaas,  via  Ptasacola,to 
Fbrt'Orawferd;  on  the  CbaeeuK  Thn  route 
has  been  ad^ed  ts  the  most  speedy  one  of  pro- 
,viaioiiing  oBfe  of  my  garrisons^  which  must  he 
Imaintained  during  tbe  present  cont^t  agaiast 
our  mutual  enemies,  the  Seminole  Indlaiia ;  aad 
I  cannot  bur  express  a  hope  thnr  no  attempt  will 
be  made  to  Interrupt-  tha  free  passage  ^  my 
iraaeportt  to  that  post;  I  am  not  diapoaed  to 
eater  inro  any  controversy  with  Ten  on  the  right 
whiefa  our  Qovemuient  maycwim  to  tfaeiree 
navigation  of  such  waterooaieea  as  head  witlia 
her  limits,  but  flow  through  the  teiritary  c^  His 
Catholic  tfajesty ;  preferring  to  leave  these  sab- 
iects  to  be  seMied  by  those  legailf  aaahoria^. 
But  as  it  ie  tseaetsary  fbr  aaa  ta  make  uae  of  the 
Siscambia  river  in  passing  up  pro  visions  to  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  I  wish  to  be  disifnct- 
ly  understood  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt  the 
pamage  of  mf  traaaporss^  oanttor  ba^  reeeived-ift 
any  other  light  than  aa  a  hostilaacton  your  part. 
I  will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe 
that  you  would  commit  an  act  so  contrary  to  tbe 
interests  of  tbe.  King,  your  master.  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  as  well  as  tbe  United  States,  are 
alike  interested  in  chastising  a  savage  foe,  who 
have  too  long  warred  with  impunity  ajeaiost  bis 
subjects  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  thia  Republic  i 
and  I  feel  persuaded  that  erery  aid  which  you 
can  give  to  promote  this  object  will  be  cbee^ 
fuHy  tendered. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  youc  obedi- 
ent servant, 

ANDRKW  JACKSON, 

Don  Jets  Mazot, 

d^oaemor  ^  PefifocoCok 

No.  29. 
G^sawfior  Maxat  to  Gmeral  /arilssei 

PBiiaA00i«4,  April  l^  1813. 
Moev  BxoBLiinrr  Sm:  Tour  ezoeUeBeT'aJet- 
les  of  the  S5th  of  last  month  has  been  dekYeted 
tp  me ;  also  that  of  the  16tfa,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  16th  of  February  preeeding.  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Voth, 
and  to  reply  to  the  foimer. 
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fn  tk$  nonrii  of  Bii?  Imc,  yMdiBg:  to  t  tpkrk 
ofcoBoilialioo,  I  gave  perttiissioa  to  tboiohooaor 
Victory,  from  Now  OrleaiM,  to  p«M  vp  the  ]&»- 
ounbia  to  the  American  fbrt  with  a  eargo  of  pro» 
▼istODs;  prompted  bjr  the  tame  eenCkneac,  I  gave 
a  timiler  pennietjoa  io  Jaauary  laec  to  Oaptaia 
Call,  of  the  sehooaer  Italiana,  to  proeeed  to  the 
same  place  i  aod  eabeeqoeatly,  pwrsoiDg  the  eame 
fricodiy  aad  oooejilatory  AeeliBg,  I  allowed  Lko* 
teaaot  JBddv,  belongiiig  to  the  garrison  of  the  fort 
above  aJiamd  to,  who  had  beea  commiesioned 
for  that  paraoee  by  Major  Yoangs,  the  command* 
lit;  to  rapply  himself  here  with  sixty  barrels  of 
provisions.  The  cargo  of  the  schooner  Italiana 
wing  stiH  depoeited  here,  1  coaoeiTe  that  the  in- 
irodactioD  of  the  farther  sapply  wqaesfed  by 
four  exoeUeaey  is  not  aeccssar y  at  preaeat.  Not* 
vithstaadiBg  this,  aa  I  inftr  from  yoar  exoe^ 
lency's  letter  that  the  said  provisions  are  now  ea 
;he  way,  and  am  disposed  to  grant  the  same  in- 
Ittlgcnee  aa  hereiofora,  wbtieii  in  not  less  my 
buy  to  enforce  the  eetahliehed  regolatioas  and 
restrictions,  which  require  that  the  sopplaesshoald 
N  coMiffaed  toa  Bpaaiah  tradlog-houee,  which 
Rrill  undertake  to  rarirard  them  aod  sceore  the 
^vmeal  of  the  royal  import  and  ezfiort  duties,  I 
viilgive  permission- for  them  to  pace  ia  like  aian- 
ler  as  the  first ;  it  being,  however  well  understood 
hat,  neither  now  nor  hereafter,  the  United  States 
an  pceiend.to  or  acquife  aay  rifh^  i^  cooseqineae^ 
f  these  indulgences,  which  are  perfectly  gratuit- 
08,  and  granted  solely  in  consequence  of  existing 
irciimlstaaoeei  wJiieh,  ae  your  excellency  states 
D  me,  preaent:  the  arrival  oC  sappliai  to  ihaiaid 
l*ort  Crawford,  through  any  other  chaanal.  In 
dditiooy  yoo  are  pleased  lo  remark  that  yo«  are 
toe  diaposed  to  eniar  iato  aiHr  diaeussioa  with 
aa  oa  the  sul^eet  o£  the  right  wJiioh  may  he 
kimed  by  the  Uaitad  Smias  to  the  ffee  aavigto* 
ion  of  the  Baeamhia. 

To  a  diecnaeioB  of  tbia  oaiora  I  am  no  laaa 
averse  than  y^ur  excellency ;  becaaaoit  is.  one  ooi 
vitfain  my  proviaoe^  aad  baeaose  it  ia-  my  diuf^ 
IS  a  saborainate  offioer|  to  conform  to  the  orders 
if  my  saperieii;  thaietore,  until  I  receive  ocdem 
0  the  eoAtrnty,  I  aoa  hooad,  in  nefereace  to  thie 
loiiu^  strict^  to  adhere  to*  the  exkting  trcaiarp 
letween  Use  united  Staieaaad  Bpaia.  On  refers 
iof  to  the  last  taeaty  of  amity,  limiia^  aad  nan* 
^tton,  1  penciva  nothing  that  eiipakies.  tha  free 
tavigatioa  of  tha  river  aUaded  to»  hm^  9m  the 
onmry,  thai  tha  aeaereigiiiy  oi  tbe-  Siagv  my 
nastar,  ia  and  oear  all  the  ierrttanes,.eQaat8,  xiv- 
ira,  ports,  and  haya,  aitoateto  the  aoaih  of  ihe 
hirty-ifvl  degeee  of  north,  latitiidej  ia  aoleauyy 
lad  esqilieitly  aefcaowledged  by  tha  u  nited  States; 
md  if,  in-  conaideration  of  the  pneeat  extraovdi* 
Btry  eifcumatMicefl^  fbrlhec  mamaatary  ooaoea« 
uona  ase  required,  I  reqaeal  poBr-  exceUeaoy  fo 
have  the  goodoem  to  apply  (or  that  parpos^  ia 
future,  to  the  anchoritr  on  whom  they,  map 
depend,  aa  1  am  niwliy  uaaothariaedi  ia  this 
matter. 

Qod  preaerve  yoo  maay  yeais. 

JOSE  MAaOT. 
Hit  Bae^y  Qes.  Asoaaw.  JAoxaoiL 
15th  Con.  fid  Ssss. — 63 


Tme  eopiaa  of  the  doeumeaii  depoaiied  fa  thia 
eommaad.  Peamooia,  Alay  8, 1818,  in  the  ab« 
aeooe  of  the  aeeretary,  by  iadSspoaition : 

fiUENA.  DUBBBUIL. 

No.  30. 

General  Jaeluen  to  Ocvemor  Mazoi. 

HfiADa'Rs,  Divieioir  op  tub  South, 
St.  Maxx's  April  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  After  Heft  this  post  for  St.  Juan,  to  die- 
perae  and  destroy  the  mutual  enemy  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  a  small  schooner  with  men 
aad  Buppliea  arrived  from  Peaaacola,  and  waa 
taken  pMaeaaion  of  and  detaiaed  by  my  offioea 
left  in  ecmmand.  This  veaael  haa  beea  liberated^ 
with  aU  hat  efleoia,  eUceptiaig  aome  cioihiog  al 
the  United  Staiea,  (onaceoaapaaicd  with  aiyy» 
iBvoica,)aad  whioh  haa  been  detaiaed  ae  aoppoeed 
10  be  a  part  of  that  takea  in  the  boat,  withki  fh« 
tarritery  of  thia  RepaUic,  io  which  Liealenaiiil 
Scott,  of  tha  United  Staiee  Army^  with^Uacoaa^ 
aaaaif,  waa  ao  tahomaalMr  maaaaerad* 

I  vcfaat  being  oompelled  to  atata  to  yoo  ihas 
from  the  papera  and  oiheir  proofa  takea  at  Bat 
Joaa,  the  qnanAity  of  Amertcaa  cattia  foaad  al 
St.  Marica,  and  piarchaaed  hj  me  from' the  aosat 
■uamiy  of  tha  poet,  aad  the  tatcreonraa  kept  op 
bet wee»  thia  peatiaad  tha  hoeitle  Indians^  theaajn 
too  miMh  groaod  to  believe  that  the  Iniiane  have 
beea  enootara^cd,  aided,  aod  abetud  bv  the  oftf 
cere  of  Spain  in  thia  criael  war  against  the  United 
States.  Proof  poaiti  veaxiau  that  the  Indiana  weia 
supplied  with  aaaaaaiiiiiea  by  the  late  coanmaap 
daot  of  At.  Marka.  The  United  States  clothing 
bei^  foaad  oa  hoavd  of  a  veaael  ia  tha  etiahig 
of  the  Qovemmenttof  Spain,  aaiiingfrom  Pea* 
aaoola  direct  from  thia  paeL  eompela  me  to  eali 
OB  yoai  ft>r  a  atatement  ia  whaft  meaner  you  eaoM 
posaesaed  of  mid  olothipf. 

The  goad  uaderatandtag  that  ao  happily  exiala 
between  Hta  Catholie  liaioBiy  aad  the  UaiieA 
Staiee  formed  a  joat  groaod  to  belitve  thac  hil 
agento would  have discouataaaacedtbiaoroelaaA 
saaaga  war,  waged  againat  the  oittaeoa  of  thja 
Rapnhlie*  Too  weak  to  comply  with  her  teao*) 
tiae.  mtk  the  Uailed  Statea,  or  ehaatiae  hea  ojfia 
savage  aahjeeta  w«giag  war  agaioat  a  faieedhN 
nation,  ift  waa  aaaffealy  to  bo  ealieved  tba^  i^a 
officers  would  hav^  bcm  delectad  ia  aiding  and 
abetting  thia  enemfr,  assisting  him  with  intelli- 
gence of  our  moveomt^aad  porehasiag  of  Jpm 
the  propaatf « dofiredAied'  oC  new  Americi^  just  to 
her  treaties,  and  anxiQ9.s  t§  maintain  peace  with 
the  world,  cannot  aod  will  not  permit  such  a  sav- 
age war  to  be  carried  on  in  disguise  any  longer. 

AsyiuoM  have  beea  granted  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  our  Indian  foe*  (fugitives  frooi  |he 
territory  of  the  Unified  States.)  Pftcilitiee  deemr 
ed  by  aae  neceasary  to  terminate  a  war,  whiehi 
«a4er  exiscing.  tmatiea,  shoald  have  haea  maia'* 
tatned  by  Spain,  for  feedinf  my  troopa,  aod  libn 
emtiag  the  sabieets  of  Spaio  imprisoned  by  tha 
Indiana,  have  all  beea  denied  by  the  oflkeiv  of  Hta 
Catholic  hlajaaty.  All  these  faeta  prove  the  ear 
jost  eondnct  of  Spaaish  agea«a  ia  the  Florida#i 
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It  eaonot  be  looger  tolerated;  and  althongk  a 
Republic  fond  of  peace,  the  United  States  know 
tkeir  righu,  and  at  the  expense  of  war  will  main- 
tain them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Migor  Chneral  Commanding. 
'  Don  JosB  Mazot, 

Chtemor  of  Pentacola. 

No.  31. 
Ooffomor  Mazoi  to  Major  Youngt. 

Pbhsaoola,  April  27, 181& 

Sir  :  Yoor  letters  of  the  87th  instant,  dated 
Camp  on  the  Escambia  and  Fort  Crawford,  en- 
closing a  proclamation,  were  this  day  delivered 
to  me  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  bf  an  artificer,  (a  man 
of  oolor,)  whose  immediate  retorn  does  not  allow 
ne  at  present  to  repljr  particalarlf  to  them ;  and 
I  shall  only  state  that  the  few  peaeefol  Indians 
who  were  at  this  place  and  in  its  neighborhood 
left  it  on  the  dOth,  and  at  daybreak  several  of 
them  were  mordered  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
Blates,  and  among  them  some  women  and  chii- 
dien.  As  I  am  nnable  to  acconnt  for  this  act, 
and  the  violation  resuliiog  from  it,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  I  shall  transmit  an  acconnt  of 
the  whole  transaction  to  my  superior ;  and  I  hope 
that  in  the  meantime  you  will  not  permit  any 
forther  hostilities  to  be  committed  on  any  pre- 
tence in  this  territory ;  and,  in  case  the  Indians 
five  any  reason  for  complaint,  that  you  will 
inform  me  of  it,  that  I  may  chastise  them  for  it, 
as  far  as  it  depends  on  my  authority. 

If  there  be  Indians  still  remaining  io  this  terri- 
tory, I  will  have  them  sought  for,  and  communi- 
cate your  letter  to  them,  and  advise  you  of  the 
result.  I  do  assure  you  on  my  word  that  your 
etatement  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the 
Indians  is  the  first  intelligence  I  have  had  of  it, 
and  that  when  I  agreed  to  the  passage  of  the 
escort  of  which  you  speak,  those  Indians  of  whom 
Lieutenant  Eddy  was  apprehensive  were  the  only 
ones  pointed  out  to  me. 

I  must  repeat  to  you  that  all  ray  wishes  and 
efforts  are  directed  to  preserving  the  peace  hap- 
pily subsisting  between  our  Qovernmenu,  and 
relying  on  your  friendly  sentiments  towards  me, 
I  offer  you  in  return  the  assurances  of  mine. 
Qod  preserve  yon  many  years. 

JOBS  MAZOT. 
*  To  Major  WmTi  YounoSi 

Omfg  U,  8,  troopo  <m  ike  Eooambim, 


Governor  Masot  to  3i/yor  Youngt* 

PBII8A00LA,  AprU  30, 1818. 

Bin :  In  consequence  of  the  request  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  87ih  insUnt,  I  assembled 
the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  towns  of 
Colome,  Cenaan,  Corvalle,  and  Forsytehe,  and 
communicated  its  contents  to  them ;  they  all  re- 
plied tbat  they  ha4  long  been  very  unhappy  and 
miserable,  without  shelter  or  country;  but  that, 
at  Isst,  by  the  advice  of  a  good  friend,  (hey  hao 
Unind  one }  that  they  all  cheerfully  adopted  it, 


and  were  very  mtefal  for  the  ofbn  you  had 
made  them.  These  Indians  amoani  lo  mboat 
eighty-seven,  including  women  and  children.  I 
have  settled  that  they  should  divide  iaio  two 
companies,  and  they  will  set  out  as  sooa  as  year 
answer  is  received,  which  they  think  it  pendent 
to  keep,  as  you  will,  when  informed  of  their  ae- 
eepunce  of  yoor  offer,  be  enabled  to  give  proper 
orders  for  their  safety  on  their  joomeyy  and  their 
avoiding  any  unpleasant  rencontre  with  the  Choc- 
taws,  who,  if  not  duly  informed  of  it,  might  at- 
tack  them ;  in  which  case,  the  measures  taken 
for  the  peaceful  arrangemenu  that  we  botli  have 
so  much  at  heart  would  be  defeated. 

Opahi-hola,  an  Alabamian  chief,  on  aeeonnc  of 
his  age  and  infirmities,  will  remain  here  for  the 
present  with  his  family.  I  have  given  orders  for 
bis  reli^  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  be- 
havior. 

You  will  always  find  me  ready,  to  nnite  with 
yoii  in  such  measures  as  may  be  beneficial  to  ov 
respective  countries,  and  are  conformable  to  ex- 
isting treaties. 

I  renew  the  assurances  of  my  respect,  and  pray 
Qod  to  preserve  yon  many  years. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 

To  Major  WniTa  Youaoa. 


No.  32  a. 

t%e  Omfomor  tf  Wbf  Florida  io 

drew  Jaekoon. 


B^odkney  Ai^ 


PanaAOOL^  May  18, 1818. 

Moot  Szobllbht  Bin:  On  tholOth  iostaat 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  Insr, 
informing  me  that  on  board  a  small  schooner  de-> 
spatched  from  this  port  for  Appalaehe  there  were 
found  several  articles  of  clothing,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  United  Slates  troops,  end  which  yoa 
suppose  were  taken  in  the  boat  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant Eddy  was  unfortunately  cut  off^  together 
with  his  escort  You  inquire  of  me  how  I  be- 
came possessed  of  those  articles  of  clothing,  and 
yon  proceed  to  state  that  von  regret  the  necessity 
which  compels  you  to  inmrm  me  that,  from  writ- 
ten and  other  proofs  obtained  at  St.  Johns,  the 
quantity  of  American  cattle  found  at  8c.  Marks, 
and  the  active  communiention  kept  up  between 
the  latter  plaee  and  the  hostile  Indians,  there  ap- 
pears sofiicieat  ground  to  believe  thnc  they  wen 
eneonraged  and  excited  te  this  savage  warfare 
against  the  United  States  by  the  Spanish  oiMMis. 
You  add  that  there  exist  positive  prooft  that  che 
Indians  were soDAlied  with  ammunition  by  the  lata 
commandant  or  St.  Marks ;  and  you  conclude  by 
declaring  that  shelter  and  protection  have  beea 
given  at  this  plaee  to  the  peisoas  and  property  of 
the  Indians  who  are  in  hostility  with  the  United 
Sutes,aad  have  fled  from  the  American  terri- 
tory ;  that  these  facts,  and  the  refusal  to  allow 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  the  supply  of  yoor 
troops,  fully  evince  the  unjust  coodnci  of  iho 
Spanish  agents  in  the  Floridas. 

To  these  several  charges  I  shall  reply  ia  their 
order,  frankly,  unreservedly,  and  unequivocally. 
The  first  relates  to  the  artieles  of  olotoing  found 
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30  board  the  sclMMNicr  Maria,  and  detained  on 
ihe  presamption  of  their  being  the  property  of 
;he  United  Statce.    A  part  of  these,  as  is  proved 
if  the  copy  No.  1,  was  porehased  at  New  Or- 
eans  in  May  last ;  a  part  eame  from  HaTana  and 
I  part  was  bought  here;  all  whieh  beio^  folly 
fliDstantiated,  the  charge  is  consequently  disprov- 
)d,  and  your  inquiry  satisfactorily  answered.  The 
«cood  is  more  serious,  and  refers  to  the  conduct 
if  the  commandant  of  St.  Marks,  at  a  recent 
period.    I  immediately  demanded  of  him  an  ac- 
ooQt  of  his  proceedinas ;  hu  report  of  whioh  is 
nclosed  under  the  No.3.  Botes  I  am  desirous  that 
ou  would  bring  forward  unquestionable  proof  of 
be  roalconduct  of  that  officer,  I  ha? e  to  Request 
ou  to  furnish  me  with  it,  in  order  that,  if  his  mis- 
ondnct  be  established,  he  may  receive  condign 
uoishment;  hereby  assuring  your  excellency, 
rith  that  sincerity  that  belongs  to  me,  that  in  such 
n  event  he  has  acted  entirely  contrary  to  his 
astroctions ;  «nd  that  on  receiving  the  evidence 
eqaired  he  shall  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
nnished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  according  to 
be  merits  of  the  case.     Your  sense  of  eouity 
riil,  however,  satisfy  you  that  the  Spanish  Qov- 
roment  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  mjs- 
onduct  of  its  agents  while  it  does  not  support 
hem  in  it,  nor  tolerate  their  errors  when  proved. 
Tour  subsequent  complaints  are  directed  person- 
liy  and  pointedly  against  me,  and  relate  to  the 
lelter  and  protection  alleged  to  have  been  af- 
>rded  to  the  persons  and  property  of  fugitive  In- 
ians,  and  to  the  passage  of  provisions  up  the 
iscambia.    The  best  mode  of  xiving  a  satisfac- 
)ry  answer  to  these  charges  wiU  be  to  offer  you 
brief  and  faithful  statement  of  facts.    With 
espect  to  the  Indians,  yOu  have  assuredly  not 
sen  correctly  ioformed ;  for,  although  some  few 
emained  permanently  here,  chiefly  consisting  of 
romen  and  children  employed  in  supplying  the 
ihabitants  with  fish,  fuel,  and  other  tridiog  arti- 
les,  and  bad  been  liviag  here  long  before  the 
resent  war  with  the  Seminoles.  it  is  a  fact  that, 
rhen  I  sent  round  to  assemble  tnem  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  communicating  to  them  the  proposal  of 
fajor  Youngs,  their  whole  number  amounted 
ot  to  eiffbty-seven ;  and  surely  the  small  pro- 
ortion  of  men  among  them,  unarmed,  miserable, 
nd  defenceleas,  could  not  be  considered  as  ob- 
scts  of  hostility  to  the  United  States;  a  proof  of 
rhich  was  shown  in  the  continual  panage  of 
Lmerican  citixen^  to  this  place,  travelling  un- 
rmed  and  alone,  without  a  single  instance  of 
ccident  happening  either  to  their  persons  or 
^toptrif.    In  regard  to  the  passage  of  provisions 
ip  the  Escambia,  so  far  from  suspending  it,  I  fa- 
ftitated  it,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  even  to 
'Ommitting  myself;  since,  as  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer, I  could  not  becomingly  allow  a  proceeding 
^bich  was  not  fully  authorised.    I  therefore,  in 
'OQsideration  of  circumstances,  took  that  respon- 
sibility upon  myself,  as  I  stated  to  your  exeellen* 
'T  in  my  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  by  Major 
Pcmult,  to  which  I  beg  your  reference.    But, 
with  a  view  to  the  benent  of  this  place^  by  means 
of  a  free  intercoorae  with  the  interior,  I  hereby 


declare  that  in  foture  the  merchants  and  tradera 
belonging  to  it  shall  pass  freely  from  hence  to 
Fort  Crawford,  and  other  places  on  the  frontier, 
and  transport  all  necessary  supplies,  either  by  land 
or  water;  by  whieh  means  it  is  to  be  expected 
thev  will  be  abundantly  provided,  and  your  ex- 
cellency entirely  satisfied. 

In  offering  you  these  explanations  and  detaib, 
I  flatter  myself  I  have  given  so  full  and  satisfiie-. 
tory  an  answer  to  your  excellency's  letter  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  have  presented  a  certain 
pledge  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  contribute, 
by  every  means  in  my  power,  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  good  understanding  happily  subsisting  be- 
tween oar  two  Governments. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 

His  Bxc'cy  Am orbw  JacxaoN. 

PfiN  8AC0LA,  May  18, 1818. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  governoieat  of  thia 
Province,  under  my  charge. 

CARLOS  RfiGQlO. 

No.  32  b. 

Cai^/Uaieafram  New  Orkmu  and  Pimacoia, 

FxiiaAOOLA,  Afoy  81. 1818. 

Having  observed,  among  other  things,  what  is 
stated  to  you  by  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
of  the  United  States  troops,  in  his  note  of  the 
27ih  April  last,  communicated  to  me  in  yours  of 
the  13ih  instant,  in  which  you  request  me  to  in- 
'  form  you  of  what  description  the  articles  referred 
to  by  the  said  General  were,  also  by  whom  the 
coau  worn  by  the  men  belonging  to  the  gray  and 
brown  companies  (da  pardot  y  moiretum)  from 
the  Havana,  under  my  command,  were  sold  or 
brought  to  this  place,  they  being  the  same  uni- 
form as  that  worn  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  with 
respect  to  the  articles  of  clothiag  shipped  on  board 
the  schooner  Maria,  ibr  the  supply  of  a  detach- 
ment from  the  aforesaid  comMuies  at  Appalach^ 
and  detained  by  General  Jackson,  they  consisted 
of  fifteen  four-point  woollen  blanketi^  and  were 
brought  here  in  His  Majesty's  schooner  brmn* 
tine  ^  Kl  Almirante,"  arrived  in  this  port  2d  Jan* 
uary  last;  twenty-fire  jwirs  of  FrencJi  shoes, 
bought  here  of  Don  Henrique  Grandpri^  as  per  ex- 
hibit  No.  1,  annexed ;  fifteen  common  negro  hats, 
bought  of  Don  Henrique  Michelet,  par  exhibit 
No.  2;  and  twenty  shiru  of  Crea  linen,  and  the 
same  number  of  pantaloons^  received  by  the  above- 
named  vessel,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
of  the  latter  articles,  which  were  made  in  North 
America  for  the  use  of  their  troops,  and  came 
into  my  possession  in  the  manner  1  shall  pres- 
ently explain  to  you.    All  whieh  clothing  i  re- 
quested you,  in  mine  of  the  7ih  April,  to  be 
pleased  to  direct  the  proper  department  to  hav« 
inserted  in  the  elearance,  as  being  for  its  account 
and  risk.    By  the  voucher  annexed  {l^o.  3)  you 
will  perceive,  that  on  the  1st  and  4th  of  May 
last,  and  20th  of  July,  there  were  ahipped  to  me 
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bv  Don  P«dro  Dalhaite  y  CUwriiii  nwchaal  of 
Hew  OrletiMi  the  boadred  and  tJiirtyHHie  eonts 
of  the  uniform  reformed  therc^  aeeof  ding  to  his 
kiter  of  advice ;  also,  twenty-height  pair  m  iboee. 
twenty  Raasia  sheeting  waistcoats,  two  hundred 
and  fifty-three  leathern  oa^  for  the  use  of  the 
chassenrs,  and  a  quantity  of  half  boots  and 
leather  stoclu;  all  which  articles  were  poitehased 
.irom  the  military  storekeeper  ai  New  Orleans, 
and  brought  here  in  the  schooners  bfaiia  and 
Jalousie,  under  the  charge  of  their  skippers,  Bar- 
tdome  Al.berty  and  Jose  Medins^  who  included 
them  in  the  manifests  they  exhibited  on-  their 
arriTal,  and  the  duties  on  them  were  secured,  as 
appears  by  their  appraisement  by  the  proper  offi- 
cers on  the  19th  filay  and  lltb  A.ugust  last. 
Hence,  it  is  evideat  that  the  conjecture  fora^d 
by  Qen^ml  Jsehaoa  that  the  articles  of  clothing 
detained  by  him  were  part  of  those  captured  from 
the  escort  of  Lictitenant  Scott,  at  the  time  he  was 
cut  off  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the 
Republic,  is  entirely  disproved  ;  inasmuch  as  the 
uiiiortnnateaeeideat  of  that  officer  and  his  escort 
happened  on  the  Appalaehieola  in  December  last, 
and  the  articles  or  clothing  alluded  to  were  pur- 
chased in  New  Orleans  in  May  and  Jolv  preced- 
ing, as  is  fully  proved  by  the  letters  o(  advjce  and 
invoices  comprised  in  exhibit  No.  3,  to  which  I 
have  refet^ced  abojre. 
Qod  press/ v»  you  many  years* 

SSNIGNO  a  CALDSRON. 
.  To  Joan  liiLutoT. 

(No.  h) 

I  herebv  certify  that,  oa  the  10th  of  Febraary 
last,  I  sold  to  Captain  ^n  Benigno  Qareia  Cal- 
deron.  eommanding  the  gray  and  brown  compa- 
nies from  Havana,  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
pairs  of  French  shoes,  iron  shod,  for  the  ase  of 
the  mett  belonging  to  the  said  companies ;  and, 
«l  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I  have  deliv- 
ered, him  the  present  certificate,  dated  at  Pensa- 
Qola,  this  18^h  day  of  May,  18ia 

HSNRiaUB  DB  GRANDPRE. 

(N«.  d.) 

I  herebv  certify  that,  on  the  12th  of  Febroarv 
last,  I.  sola  to  Captain  Don  Benigno  Clsrcia  Caf- 
derom,  eommaodiog  the  gray  and  brown  compa- 
nies from  the  Havana,  nine  dozei^  round  negro 
hats,  for  the  use  or  the  men  belonging  to  the 
said  companies ;  and^  at  the  request  of  the  said 
officer.  I  have  delivered  him  the  present  certifi* 
cate,  dated  at  PeoBacola,  this  18th  of  May,  1818. 

fiSNRiaUB  MICHBLBT. 

(No.  3.) 
New  Obuaub,  April  30, 1817. 
To  QonBunioBo  Oaroia  CAi«oiaaoii,Peniaaila.' 
Bnclosed  you  have  an  account  of  the  cost  aiu| 
eharges  of  fifty4b|ir  shivto  and  twaoty^eight  pairs 
of  shoea^  fbr  amount  whereof  you  are  debited  ia' 
aeeovuit  of  fifty-three  doUars.  Although  I  had  no 
orders  from  you  for  the  sbiru,  I  eras  tndaoed  co 
parehase  them  by  the  low  prices  and  the  profaa- 


bilitf  of  your  employiag  them  to  advaaia«.  la 
the  sack  they  are  put  up  in,  you  wiU  fiaa  a  nni* 
ibrm  coat  which  has  been  rt*foi»id  here,  aad  oaa 
be  set  br  the  stoeekeeper  at  twelve  rials^  I  think 
it  would  answer.  There  are  one  huadied  and 
twenty  of  them«  I  am  offered  by  the  same  stoir^ 
keeper  fifty  field^tents,  nearly  new,  at  three  dok» 
lars;  and  a  parcel  of  strong  leathern  eapci  such 
as  are  worn  by  the  ehaMeuis,  that  caa  be  set  at 
less  thaa  two  rials,  of  which  there  about  two  hua- 
df  ed«  The  storekeeper  having  made  me  a  second 
offer  of  the  shirts^  I  proposed  to  take  them  ia  bar^ 
ter  for  coffre  at  tea  or  eight  and  a  half;  even  at 
ten  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be  a  good  batgaia, 
as  it  Yould  give  the  opportunity  of  putting  off 
the  coffee,  its  inferior  quaMty  making  it  rather 
dull  sale.  The  quality  moat  called  for  is  the 
green,  which  is  much  superior,  and  thai  hardly 
commands  t  wen  ty  dollars.  The  cost  and  chafes 
of  the  said  shipment  of  shirts^  by  schooaer  Mana, 
are  carried  to  your  debit  in  aeeouat  correiiL  viz., 
«176  13. 

Aeeouni  of  eottt  and  ciptjges  rf  mrndtiet  ik^ped  m 
board  Ae  tekooner  Iftrta,  Ct^tmn  A&ertyjiu-  at' 
oouni  and  rUk  t*f,  and  to  be  ddtmertd  io.  An  Be* 
n%na  Oardm  de  i^aUeron,  Penmeola,  vu.* 

C  No.  1.  1  sack  containing  28  pairs  shoes, 

at  6  rials      •        -        -        -  $21  00 
2.  1  sack  contaiDing  5i  shirts,  at 

4  rials  -  -  -  -  -  27  00 
1  coat  •  -  -  •  -  1  50 
Sac^  twine,  and  packing         -      1  00 


Commission,  5  per  cent.  - 
Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  B« 


50  50 
2  50 


Garcia  Cslderon 


•    53  00 


P.  DALHARTB  T  CLARBEUL 
Nnw  OaLBAiw,  Mety  1, 1817* 


<4ffp*tfi/  ofoootM  and  ekantoo.  oftttk  oadsa*  eanimmm^ 
one  hundred  and  thirtv-one  toaU,  tkipped  an  board 
iht  Mokoonar  Maria,  uoptam  Oranptrt^  fir  tkt 
risk  of  'Dan  Btnigiiw  Gwrda  Caldainp  at  PtnMt^ 
eoUh  on4  (o  H  dtuvtrtd  to  lumtkertt  viz,- 
C  No.  3  a  12.  10  sacks  containing  131 

coatsy  at  10  rials  -        -  tiL63  75 
Sacks^twine,  and  packing        4  00 


.Commission,  5  per  cei^t. 


167  75 
8  38 


Amount  to  the  debit  of 
Don  Benigno   Qareia 


Calderon 


.    176  13 


P.  DALHARTB  T  CLARERIA. 
Na«  Oauuaa,  Jl%  2%  1817. 

To  9on  Benioii 0  Q.  na  CaLnaaoN,  Pttisaeola  .* 

Nbw  0AUBAII9,  Mtp  29, 1817* 
At  the  reaeipt  of  your%  the  caps.  Wjsve  already 
agreed  far,  with  some  other  artielee  of  aloUting^ 
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im 


MMEifl9ffll  in^  lOptftll* 


moantikifc  kr^r  mroiee  ttmexed,  it  9317 16}, 
to  f  otir  debit  in  accoont.  I  raspetided  (be  pur- 
ehise  of  the  hato^  wbich  run  from  eigbt  to  ten 
dollars  per  dozen. 

Account  t^cotU  and  eharfu  of  aundriu,  tkippti  m 
two  h^iheadSf  tine  oarratt  two  eaotM^  and  ont 
sack,  on  board  the  tekoontr  JalouMt  Jo$e  HeSna^ 
maater,for  aeebttnt  Ond  risk  of  Von  Bmifno  Gar* 
da  Caueronj  at  Penjuoo/a,  tmd  to  be  deUvertd  to 
him  that,  viz.- 

25  eocioaade  pantaloons,  at  50  cenu  -  tfi2  60 
^6  flaooel  onder-waistooau,  at  37|  e.      68  SO 
253  caps,  at  1S|  cants  -       -       -       -    47  43| 
A  parcel  of  leathern  gahers  and  spat- 

terdashea        -*       -       -       -       •    15  00 
20  Russia  sheeting  short  Tests  (     106  ) 
51  paQUloon      •       -       *    ^  pieces  >  106  00 
35  cotton  shirts  •       -       •    (  ai  $1  ) 
29   do       do,  at  75  eenu  -       -       •    31  37} 
Cord,  cooperage,  dbc.         -       -       •     3  50 


Commission,  at  5  per  cent. 


302  06i 
15  10 


Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  Benigno 

Garcia  Calderon       ...  $317  16i 
P.  DALHARTB  T  CLARERIA. 

We,  the  subscribers,  merchants  of  Pensacola, 
hereby  certify  thut  the  foregoing  paragraphs  of 
letters  of  advice  and  inroices  ore  true  copies  of 
the  originals  exhibited  to  us  by  Gsptain  Don  6e- 
niguo  Ckireia  Calderon,  commanding  the  gray 
and  brown  companies  from  Havanaj  and  that 
the  signatures  thereto  subscribed  are  m  the  true 
handwritiar  of  Don  Pedro  Dalharte  y  Clareria, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  merchant  at 
New  Orleans. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  haTe  giren  the  pres- 
ent certifSeate,  at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid 
Captaia  Calderon,  at  Pensscola,  this  18th  day  of 
May,  1816. 

HBNRiaUB  MICHBLBT, 
VIC.  DB  ORDOZGOITTI, 
VTB.  BASTLONGUB. 

No»33c. 
Defence  rf  JP*.  C.  lA$engo,  Commandant  of  St.  Marias* 

PimiAOOLA,  Mof  14, 1818. 

In  replying  to  yonr  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
in  which,  among  other  things  connected  with  its 
subject,  you  communicate  to  me  the  several 
points  treated  of  by  Majof  General  Jackson  in 
his  lett^  of  tbt  S7th  ultimo,  and  on  which  he 
founds  his  assertion  that  the  Indians  not  only  re- 
ceived succors  at  Appalacfae,  but  that  they  were 
excited  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  forces 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  whose  movements 
they  were  exactly  informed,  I  have  to  express 
my  utter  astonishment  at  this  business,  in  which 
imposture  and  malevolence  have  been  ^qaally 
employed  to  criminate  the  parties  alluded  to  in 
the  GeneraPs  letter.    It  is  stated  by  the  General, 
that,  from  written  and  oth^r  proofs  obtained  flit 
8t  John's,  the  ntmibet  of  American  cattle  found 


at  St.  Mark's,  And  brought  by  the  commissary 
there,  and  the  constant  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween that  place  atid  the  hostile  Indians,  there 
appear  sufficient  grounds  to  believe  that  they 
were  encouraged  and  excited  to  this  savage  war- 
fare by  the  Spaniards.  To  this  I  have  to  reply 
that  it  has  never  come  to  my  knowledge  that  eny 

Serson  belonging  to  the  fort  had  any  connexion, 
irectly  or  indirectly,  with  St.  John's.  And  al- 
though it  is  true  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  an  Bnglish  merchant,  one  of  them  Whs 
merely  to  thank  him  for  the  three  letters  he  wrote 
me,  informing  me  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ih- 
surgentset  Amelia  Island,  and  of  CapCfcin  Wood- 
bine, who,  I  informed  you  by  express,  was  one  Of 
the  two  chiefs  who  were  hung  the  day  I  left 
Appalache ;  and  the  purport  of  the  other  was  to 
request  him  to  come  or  send  immediately  for  the 
property,  which,  at  the  request  of  the  Indian 
chiefs,  and  to  avoid  increasing  their  suspicions,  I 
gave  permission  to  tie  dejjosited  in  the  fort,  antf 
to  withdraw  0-KeIagne.  in  whose  custody  that 
property  was  placed.  And  although,  in  taking 
this  stepp  I  ran  the  risk  of  incurring  the  resent- 
ment of  both  parties,  yet  it  was  one  which  did 
not  seem  likely  to  incur  suspicion.  Nor  does  the 
charge  of  a  purchase  of  an  extraordinary  nuquber 
of  American  cattle,  alleged  to  have  been  made  at 
St.  Mark's^  authorize  greater  room  for  su8|>icioii, 
since  it  is  notorious  that,  from  the  time  ofits  es- 
tablishment, its  supplies  were  obtained  from  (he 
droves  of  cattle  brought  there  for  sale  by  the  In- 
dians, who  had  very  Targe  ones  towards  Micka- 
suky  and  the  neighboring  country.  It  seldom 
happened  that  we  considered  ourselves  as  Ailly 
supplied  for  several  months  together;  and  if  the 
supplies  were  in  fact  derived  from  the  plunder 
committed  on  the  Americans,  the  sellers  tocdc 

food  care  to  conceal  that  fact,  as  thev  were 
nown  to  have  droves,  and  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  them  for  sale.  It  mav  be  remarked  that 
very  little  care  Was  manifested  by  the  American 
commandant  0^  tnagistnite  within  whose  district 
these  excesses  were  committed,  to  be  placed  in  a 
situation  to  complain  of  them  to  the  commandant 
of  St.  Mark's,  and  to  send  him  the  marks  of  the 
cattle,  which  wbold  have  shown  from  whence 
they  came,  and  have  tended  to  prevent  the  pur- 
chase of  tbem.  With  respect  to  the  intercourse 
kept  Up  between  the  fort  and  the  Indians,  com- 
plained of  by  General  Jackson,  and  the  excite- 
meat  and  encouragement  given  them  by  the 
Spaniards  to  commit  hostilities,  the  charge  is  al- 
together inadmissible.  An  intercoarse  and  good 
understanding  with  the  Indians  were  at  all  times 
strongly  recommended  by  the  Government,  and 
never  were  they  more  necessarv  than  In  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  we  have  lately  been  placed 
at  the  fort;  General  Jackson  having  founded  on 
them  a  demand  of  its  occapation  by  his  troops, 
and  suggesting  that  such  a  step  could  not  fail  to 
receive  the  approbation  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
In  the  same  letter,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  an  Indian  woman,  a  prisoner,  that  the 
hostile  Indians  and  negroes  hadf  received  consid- 
'  erable  supplies  of  ammunition  at  the  fort.    I  pre- 
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smncd  that  I  bad  eooTineed  bim  of  the  eontnry 
ia  my  answer,  in  which  I  represented  to  him  that 
no  one  better  than  Mr.  William  Hambiy,  who, 
doring  bis  staj  here,  repeatedly  interpreted  to  me 
the  aniiety  ot  the  chiefs  to  obtain  such  sapplies, 
eould  Qndeceife  him  on  this  point,  as  well  as  on 
that  of  the  counsel  I  uniformljr  gafe  them  to 
aroid  the  destruction  that  awaited  them,  and 
which  I  foresaw  from  the  first.  But  it  aopears 
he  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  persists  in  his  coarge. 
A  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  public  storekeeper 
will  show  that,  from  the  month  of  May  last,  and 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  there  had  been 
issued  to  a  few  of  the  most  noted  chiefs^and  that 
merely  from  motives  of  policy,  only  three  pounds 
of  powder,  three  pounds  of  ball,  and  fourteen 
flints.  The  interpreter,  Juan  Sandoval,  and  his 
son,  Francisco,  through  whom  I  communicated 
with  the  Indians,  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  this 
statement— a  step  which  I  reauest  of  you  to  take 
in  support  of  my  refutation  ot  General  Jackson^ 
charge.  He  cannot  but  know  that  a  short  time 
before  the  negro  fort  on  the  Appalachicola  was 
blown  up,  all  the  chiefs  of  the  neighboring  tribes 
went  there  and  supplied  themselves  with  powder 
and  ball,  left  for  them  by  the  English;  and  that 
at  Mickasuky,  and  the  huts  thereabouts,  there 
was  a  considerable  quantity.  Having  thus  ob« 
tatned  a  large  supply  of  the  kind  of  powder  and 
ball  they  most  esteemed,  they  set  little  value  on 
ours,  which,  in  fact,  they  view  with  such  indif* 
ference  that  it  is  onlv  a  chance  hunter  among 
those  who  come  to  the  fort  with  venison,  wild 
fowl,  &C.,  that  is  willing  to  use  it.  And  although, 
as  I  formerly  stated  in  an  official  communication, 
m  st^Pl^  was  repeatedly  demanded  of  me  by  the 
chief  £Linache,  with  a  view  to  prove,  by  the  re- 
fasal  of  it,  that  the  American  interest  prevailed 
in  the  fort,  he  did  not  succeed  in  it.  In  conse- 
quence, we,  whom  they  considered  as  American 
E artisans  to  the  last,  were  reproached  with  it,  and 
ave  even  to  put  up  with  some  impertinences  from 
them.  I  shall,  however,  in  a  strict  adherence  to 
truth,  and  because  the  circumstances  may  have 
given  birth  to  these  suspicions,  proceed  to  state 
that  the  chief  Pelisacho,  who  was  executed,  re- 
ceived, amooff  things,  at  the  fort,  from  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  an  Sngliso  merchant,  when  he  came 
from  Suwanee,  to  request  aid  against  the  negroes, 
from  whom  he  apprehended  an  attack,  a  small 
barrel  of  powder,  which  might  contain  from 
twenty  to  twenty*five  pounds,  and  was  placed, 
with  other  property,  under  the  charge  of  0-Ke- 
lagne.  '  What  he  did  with  it,  I  know  not;  but  I 
well  know  that  the  chief  caused  me  extreme  per- 
plexity and  vexation,  by  surrounding  the  fort 
with  a  body  of  four  or  five  hundred  Indians. 

I  never  had  an  idea  that  he  employed  it  against 
the  Americans,  but  that  he  usea  it  in  the  pur- 
chase of  peltry,  which  he  was  collecting  for  the 
aaid  Arbuthnot  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Americans.  The  charge  alleged  against  the  offi- 
cers at  St.  Mark's  in  exciting  and  stirring  up  the 
Indians,  and  in  giving  them  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  Americans,  is  the  effect  of  a 
disordered  imagination ;  for  how  or  whence  could 


their  novcmenta  be  better  known  at  the  /art  tibiA 
from  the  Indiaiu  themselves  7  Thtdier  they  cam* 
and  went,  and  passed  and  repaMed  incessantly ; 
and  their  reports  were  so  Tarioos  that  they  de- 
served very  little  attention ;  as  a  proof  of  which, 
nothing  certain  was  known  of  their  operations 
until  the  different  columns  of  their  troops  appear- 
ed at  the  mouth  of  the  Pinar;  and,  although 
three  of  their  boats  were  at  anchor  there  for  three 
or  four  days,  they  kept  English  colors  flying  aatii 
the  day  beifore  the  arrival  of  the  army.  My  dif- 
ferent communications  to  yon  are  pledges  that  I 
took  no  part  in  the  contest  between  the  Ameri- 
cans and  the  Indians.  I,  however,  had  great  eanae 
of  complaint  against  the  latter.  How,  then,  is  it 
possible  to  believe  that  I  gave  them  that  aid  of 
which  General  Jackson  complains ;  or  how  can 
the  steps  I  took  to  liberate  Messrs.  Bdmond  Doyle 
and  William  HamUy,  by  which  I  expcned  myself 
and  my  garrison  to  the  vengeanee  of  the  Indians, 
be  reconciled  with  the  idea  of  affording  them  soc- 
cer and  aid,  or  the  fact  of  reseaing  from  them,  at 
the  most  critical  moment,  an  American  soldier 
whom  they  would  otherwise  have  pat  to  death? 
I  leave  it  to  impartial  observers  to  decide  if  these 
be  not  proofs  ot  the  existence  at  St.  Mark's  of  a 
bias  in  favor  of  the  American  interest;  and  of 
this  I  trust  General  Jackson  will  be  thoroughly 
convinced  on  deliberately  reflecting  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  shall  not  attempt  to  deny  ihat  I  have 
observed  towards  those  barbarians  a  policy  which 
had  the  appearance  of  a  warm  friendship^  bnt  bf 
which  I  have  incurred  a  considerable  expense. 
If,  however,  my  situation  be  attentively  cxaonined 
in  its  different  points  of  view,  it  will  he  seen  thai 
all  this  was  necessary  to  restrain  them  from  doing 
what  they  had  at  one  time  premeditatedt  on  the 
pretext  I  have  just  alluded  to,  and  on  others  sog^ 
gested  to  them  by  some  persons  who  had  gone 
from  hence  to  those  parts  of  the  coantry.  Al- 
though I  have,  as  I  conceive,  given  entire  satis- 
faction on  all  the  points  embraced  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  I  beg  leave  to  reqoest  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  corroborating  my  statement,  yon 
will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  having  the  dec- 
larations taken  of  the  interpreter  and  of  his  son, 
of  the  subaltern  Don  Mignel  Ordonez,  of  Don 
Ana  stasia  Montes  de  Oca,  the  public  atorekeeper, 
and  of  Surgeon  Don  Diego  de  Barrios,  as  the 
persons  who  have  the  necessary  knowledge  of  the 
subjects  in  question. 

Ood  preserve  you  many  years. 

F.  CASO  Y  LUENGO. 

To  Don  Joan  Mazot. 
A  true  copy :  JOSE  MAZOT. 

No.  33. 
Gavemot  Mant  to  Otntrai  Jnehwmu 

Pensacola,  May  2^  1818. 

Having  received  information  that  yoa  have 
passed  the  frontiers  with  the  troops  under  joot 
command^and  are  now  within  Uie  territory  of 
this  province  of  West  Florida,  which  u  under 
my  Government,  I  have  solemnly  to  protest 
against  this  proceeding  as  an  offence  against  my 
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Sorereigo ;  and  I  do  exhort  Toa,  «od  reqnirt  of 
yoa  forthwith  to  withdraw  from  the  stme ;  in 
default  of  which,  and  in  case  of  a  continuance  of 
your  aggression,  I  sfaalJ  repel  force  hv  force. 

In  this  eTent,  the  consequences  will  doahcless 
be  the  effusion  of  hlood,  and  the  interruption  of 
the  good  uoderstanding  which  has  hitherto  sub* 
sisted  between  our  two  nations;  but  as  the  parly 
repelling  aa  insult  it  never  deemed  the  aggressor, 
you  will  be  responsible  before  Qod  and  men  for 
ill  the  fatal  consequences  which  may  ensue. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

No.  34. 

Generai  Jaeluon  to  G<tvpmor  Mazat» 

HiJioa'Rs,  Division  of  tbb  Boutb, 
Onthelineqf  march,  May  23,  'la 

Sir:  The  southern  frontier  of  the  United  IStates 
lias,  for  more  than  twelve  months,  been  exposed 
o  all  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  and  savage  war.  A 
)arty  of  outlaws  and  refugees  from  the  Creek 
lation ;  negroes  who  have  fled  from  their  mas- 
ers,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  sought  an 
isylum  in  Florida;  and  the  Seminole  Indians 
Dbabiting  the  territory  of  Snain,  all  uniting, 
lave  raised  the  tomahawk,  ano,  in  the  character 
f  savase  warfare,  have  neither  regarded  sex  nor 
ge.  Helpless  women  have  been  massacred,  and 
he  cradle  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  innocence. 
The  United  States,  true  to  their  engagements, 
nd  confiding  in  the  faith  of  Spain  to  enforce  ex- 
iting treaties,  never  entertained  a  doubt  but  that 
bese  atrocities  would  early  attract  the  attention 
»f  the  Spanish  Government,  and  that  speedy  and 
ffectual  measures  would  have  been  aaopted  for 
heir  suppression.  Under  this  persuasion  a  cordon 
)i  military  |)osts  was  establisned,  to  give  imme- 
liate  protection  to  such  of  our  frontier  settlers  as 
vere  peculiarly  exposed,  and  strict  injunctions 
ssoed  to  the  American  officers  to  respect  the  ter- 
itory  of  Spain,  and  not  to  attempt  operations 
vithin  its  limits.  These  instructions  were  most 
crupuloosly  observed  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
nactivity  of  the  American  troops  had  encouraged 
he  Indians  to  the  most  daring  and  outrageous 
lets  of  violence  against  our  citizens,  the  GK>vern* 
nent  of  the  United  States  was  still  disposed  to 
'eapect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  confiae  in  the 
ibility  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  execute 
ixisiing  treaties,  until  advised  through  you  that, 
vith  every  disposition,  the  Spanish  authorities 
!iad  not  the  power  of  controlling  the  Indians  in 
F*lorida ;  that  their  acts  of  late  were  viewed  as 
equally  hostile' to  the  interests  of  Spain  as  those 
of  the  United  States;  that  Spanish  subjects  were 
Dot  exempted  from  the  evils  of  which  we  com- 
plained; and  that  the  negro  establishments  on 
the  Appalachicola  and  St.  Joan  rivers  were 
fouaded  by  British  agents,  contrarv  to  the  will  of 
Spain.  These  representations  determined  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  to  adopt  efTectual 
measures  to  restore  trenqoiliitv  to  the  southern 
frontier  of  the  American  Republic ;  and,  pirrsu- 
ant  to  hit  orders,  justifiable  by  tbe  immutable 


laws  of  self-defence,  I  have  penetrated  into  Flo- 
rida, reduced  to  ashes  the  Seminole  villages,  d^ 
stroyed  their  magazines  of  provisions,  beaten  their 
warriora  whenever  they  hazarded  a  contest,  dia» 
persed  some,  and  expelled  others  across  the  rivett 

In  the  course  of  my  operations  it  became  no* 
eessarj  to  visit  the  Spanish  fortreis  of  St.  Mark'k* 
BiUtering  the  territory  of  Spain  to  fi^ht  her  bat- 
tles, to  relieve  from  bondage  her  subjects,  and  t<^ 
chastise  an  Indian  tribe  whom  she  acknowledged, 
under  existing  treaties,  she  was  bound  to  preserve 
at  peace  with  the  United  States,  I  had  every  rea» 
son  to  expect  that  the  American  army  would 
have  been  received  as  friends,  and  every  facility 
afforded  to  insure  success  to  operations  so  inter- 
esting to  both  Governments. 

My  expectations  have  not  been  realized.  It 
had  oeen  reported  to  me,  direct  from  you,  that 
Fort  St.  Mark's  had  been  threatened  bv  the  In- 
dians and  negroes;  and  you  expressed  sincere 
apprehensions,  from  the  weakness  of  the  garrison 
and  defenceless  state  of  the  work,  for  its  safety. 
From  other  sources  to  be  relied  on,  the  same  in- 
formation had  been  furnished  me.  It  became 
necessary,  therefore,  to  anticipate  the  movementa 
of  the  enemy,  and  amicably  lo  get  possession  of 
a  work,  dislodging  the  enemy  from  which  might 
have  cost  me  much  precious  blood.  On  entering 
St.  Mark's  evidence  of  the  duplicltjr  and  unfriend 
\y  feelings  of  the  commandant  evinced  itself.  I 
found  that  the  gates  of  thi^  fort  had  been  thrown 
open  to  the  avowed  savage  enemies  of  the  United 
fifiates ;  that  councils  of  war  had  been  permitted 
to  be  held  within  his  own  quarters  by  the  chiefs  and 
warriors;  that  the  Spanish  storehouses  had  beeaf 
appropriated  to  the  use,  and  were  then  filled  witit 

foods  belonging  to  the  hostile  party ;  that  cattle 
nowingly  plundered  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  had  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  by 
the  ofiicers  of  the  garrison  from  the  Bpanisn 
thieves ;  that  foreirn  agents  had  free  access  with- 
in the  walls  of  St.  Maria's;  and  a  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 
aondemned  and  executed  as  the  instigator  of  this 
war,  an  inmate  in  the  commandant's  family. 

From  this  fort  was  information  afforded  the 
enemy  of  tbe  strength  and  movements  of  my  army 
by  the  said  Arbuthnot,  the  date  of  departure  of 
express  noted  by  the  Spanish  commissary,  and 
ammunition,  munitions  of  war,  and  all  necessary 
supplies  furnished. 

On  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your 
letter  was  received,  positively  refusing  to  permit 
(unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  any  provis- 
ions passing  up  to  the  American  fort  on  the  £»- 
Gambia.  Connected  with  this  strong  indicatioa 
of  your  unfriendly  disposition  on  your  part,  I 
have  it,  from  the  most  unquestionable  authority, 
that  the  city  of  Pensacola  has,  for  some  montha 
past,  been  entirely  under  the  control  of  Indians} 
that  free  ingress  and  egress  are  permitted  to  the 
avowed  savage  enemies  of  the  United  Staiea^ 
that  supplies  of  ammunition,  monitions  of  war, 
and  provisions,  have  been  received  by  them  from 
thence ;  that,  on  the  15th  of  April  last,  there  were 
ho  less  than  five  hundred  Indians  in  Pensacola| 
RMoy  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  United 
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Slates,  and  wko  Jiad  b«t  Uielf  ctoa^  mj  par* 
suit.  The  late  maMacre  of  eigbteca  iDdiriduals 
on  the  Federal  road  was  committed  bf  Indiaiis 
direct  from  their  return  to  Pensaeola,  who  were 
received  by  you,  and  transported  across  tiie  bay, 
to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  American  troops.  The 
Averieans  returning,  the  savues  were  permitted 
to  return.    An  Indian,  wounded  in  pursuit  by  a 

Sirty  for  haTing  killed  a  citizen  of  the  United 
lates,  was  openly,  in  tbe  sight  of  aaaay  Ameri- 
<eans,  reeeived  by  you,  and  erery  comfort  admin- 
istered. Such  practice,  if  authorised  by  the  King, 
would  justify  me  in  open  hostilities.  Disposed, 
kowever,  to  believe  that  it  was  one  of  the  unau* 
thorized  acts  of  his  agents,  I  deem  it  politic  aad 
necessary  to  occupy  Pensacola  and  the  Baraacas 
with  an  American  garrison  until  ihe  Spanish 
GoTernment  can  be  advised  of  the  eircnmstanoa, 
aad  have  force  sufficient  to  maintain,  aad  agents 
dinoeed  to  enforce  existing  treaties. 

This  is  the  third  time  the  American  troops  have 
been  compelled  to  enter  Pensacola  from  the  same 
causes*  Twice  had  the  enemy  been  expelled,  and 
iba  place  left  in  quiet  possession  of  those  who 
had  permitted  the  irregular  occupancy.  This 
time  it  must  be  held  until  Spain  has  the  power 
or  will  to  OMintain  her  neutrality.  This  is  Jus- 
tifiable on  the  immutable  principles  of  seltnle- 
foAce.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
bouad  to  protect  her  eitizeasi  but  weak  would 
be  all  her  efforts,  and  ineffectual  the  best  advised 
measures,  if  the  Floridas  are  to  be  free  to  everv 
tttemy,  and,  on  tbe  pretext  of  policy  or  neutrat- 
ityt  Sj[KUkisb  fortresses  are  to  be  op«ied  to  their 
«sa,  and  every  aid  and  comfort  afforded.  I  have 
boen  explicit,  to  preclude  the  necessitv  of  a  tedi- 
om  negotiatioB.  My  resolution  is  axed,  and  I 
have  flirength  enough  to  eaforce  iL  My  army 
U9W  occupies  the  old  Fort  St.  Michael,  com 
aaanding  Pensacola.  If  the  town  and  Baianeas 
are  peaceably  surrendered,  an  inventory  of  all 
the  propetnr,  ammunition,  arms,  d^.,  shall  be 
taken  by  officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and 
the  amount  receipted  for  by  me  to  be  aeoounted 
ibr  by  the  American  Government.  The  property 
of  Spanish  sukijeeu  shall  be  respected;  their  re- 
ligion aad  laws  guarantied  to  tbem;  the  civil 
gavernment  permitted  to  remain  u  bow  estab- 
shed,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  military  au- 
thority of  the  United  States;  the  ingress  and 
egress  open  to  all  individuals;  commerce^ free  to 
tSe  subjecu  of  Spain,  as  usual ;  and  the  miHury 
faraished  with  traasportation  to  Cuba. 

If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refused,  I  shall 
eatftr  Pensacola  by  violence,  and  assume  the 

Soverament  until  the  transaction  can  be  amica- 
ly  adjusted  by  the  two  Governments.  The  mil- 
itary, in  this  case,  must  be  ueated  as  prisoaers 
of  war. 

The  proof  supportipg  the  accusation  agaiast 
your  official  sution  will  justify  this  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  eommooication  of  tbe  dSd 
instant  I  have  oaly  to  observe,  that  the  clotbiag 
detained  will  be  a  subject  for  future  friendly  set* 
tlemeat. 

How  far  the  Indiape  permitted  to  remain  in  the 


neighborhood  of  Pensacola  were  friendly  diipoeed 
to  tbe  citizeas  of  the  United  States,  is  Ual^  by 
the  late  massacre  committed  by  them  on  the 
Alabama.  The  Red  Gronad  chiefs,  Maldecozy 
and  Holmes,  avowedly  hostile  to  tbe  United 
States,  were  but  lately  seen  in  Peasaeoka,  and  a 
body  of  ladians  descried,  a  few  days  siaee^  in  tbe 
vicinity  of  tbe  Baraneas,  in  preseoec  of  aereral 
Spanish  officers^  They  have  not  delivered  them- 
selves up,  and  these  tied  Sticks  who  buTe  sur- 
rendered were  not  advised  te  this  measure  by 
voo,  natil  intelligence  of  my  OMTemenis  bma 
been  received. 

By  a  reference  to  my  commnnicatioas  oi  the 
25tb  March,  you  will  see  h«w  far  I  have  been  the 
aggressor  in  the  measure  protested  against. 

You  are  there  distinctly  advised  of  the  objects 
of  my  operations,  and  that  every  attempt  on  your 
part  10  sueoor  tbe  Indians,  or  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  my  provisions  in  the  Escambia,  would  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  hoattle  aeu  oa 
your  part. 

You  have  done  both,  aad  exposed  my  troops 
to  the  severest  privatioas,  by  the  detcniion  oeca- 
sioaed  in  the  exaction  of  duties  on  my  jwovisioa 
vessels  in  Pensacola.  You  have,  therefore,  beca 
the  aggressor,  aad  the  blood  which  may  be  shed 
by  a  useless  resistance  on  your  JP^rt  to  mv  de- 
mand will  rest  on  your  bead.  avSon  Qod  aad 
man  you  will  be  responsible.    ' 

This  will  be  bandwl  to  you  by  my  aid-de-camn 
Captain  Gadsden,  by  whom  an  answer  is  expected. 

ANDREW  JACKSOir, 
Jml^h  Craft. 

Don  Joaa  Mabot, 


HzADa'aa,  Divibion  of  tbe  South, 

Peiuacola,  Ma^  34^  1818. 

Sia:  The  enclosed  communieation  was  for- 
warded to  you  by  my  aid-de«eamp^  Capt.  Gads- 
den, last  evening ;  not  finding  you,  however,  ia 
Peasaeolaf  its  delivery  was  delayed. 

I  have  entered  Pensacola  to  provision  nay  iroeps. 
I  have  only  to  add.  that  aa  immediate  cooipliaace 
with  my  denmiM  is  expected.  B^sistaBce  ea 
your  part  would  be  a  needless  sacrifice  of  men. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Af^.  Cven.  wmmamiiMj. 
Don  Joea  Mazot. 

Cioeemer  a/* /'ensocoia. 

No.  85. 
(htemar  Mazot  to  OtnenlJaduotu 

FouT  St.  Cablos  op  BAaAKCAUi 

Mfiiy  24, 181& 

MoBT  BX^LLBif T  SiB :  Your  two  aotes^  dated 
the  23d  aad  on  this  day,  were  delivered  to  ma  at 
ten  o'clooh  this  mornings  by  your  aid-de-eama 
Captain  Gadsden.  Having,  in  mine  of  the  l&^ 
instant,  answered  the  former  in  a  satia&ciory 
manner,  I  shall  only  add  that,  as  to  what  relatea 
to  the  Indians,  you  have  been  much  miainfecaied, 
the  faeti  allnded  to  hy  you  beicv  for  the  musi 
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;>art  aofoaoded ;  in  proof  of  which  I  have  to  ttattt 
:bat  the  only  two  lodiaDs  who  have  been  here 
iince  the  peace  negotiated  br  mt,  ezelosire  of 
he  eighty-seven  sent  off  to  M^or  Touags,  are 
be  two  who  are  in  the  jail,  with  three  women 
ind  children ;  and,  farther,  that  long  prior  to  yoar 
novemeots  I  had  sent  orders  to  Appalache,  to 
yrevent  any  aoeeors  beio^girea  to  the  Seminoles, 
bad  had  also  girea  pablie  nociee  to  the  same  ef- 
ect  in  Pansaeola,  whare  those  opfortunates  had 
rom  time  immemorial  received  regnlar  supplies. 

Toor  excellency  ie  disposed  to  lay  to  my  charge 
he  Mood  which  may  be  shed  in  consequence  of 
tkj  refusal  to  deliver  up  this  province.  A  com* 
iliance  with  your  demand  would  dishonor  the 
lose  of  my  life  and  long  military  career;  and  I 
eel  assured  that,  if  placed  in  a  similar  situation, 
roar  conduct  would  be  the  same^  from  your  na* 
aral  desire  to  preserve  onauliied  your  weU'Carned 
aurels. 

Whatever  motives  may  be  assij^^aed,  no  nation 
8  authorised  in  violating  the  territory  of  another, 
lefore  doe  representations  have  been  made  to  its 
3ovemment. 

Your  ezeelleacv  has  violated  the  Spanish  ter- 
itory  at  Appalacoe,  by  seizing  on  that  fort  and 
loisttn^  your  fiag'-a  proceeding  in  complete  hos* 
ility  with  the  good  noderstanaing  subsisting  be- 
ireen  our  respective  Qovernments. 

On  the  21st  lastaat,  by  vonr  ezcelJency's  orders, 
Ion  Pedro  Philibert  and  other  inhabitants  were 
lade  prisoners  on  their  parole  of  honor,  and  this 
ly,  before  Captain  Qadsden^s  arrival  at  Pensa- 
ota,  your  army  advanced  upon  it,  and  made  pris* 
ner,  on  his  parole  of  honor,  Don  Pedro  de  Albi, 
he  interpreter,  the  satne  who  translated  your  two 
etters  above-mentioned.  Thes6  persons,  and 
»tber  milifary  men,  whose  presence  was  import- 
Dt  to  the  tranqnillitjr  of  the  place,  have  thus  been 
eized  in  an  unjustifiable  manner. 

These  facts  being  established,  I  ask,  who  bat 
rour  excellency  will  have  to  answer  for  the  blood** 
bed  which  may  ensue  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
ermination  announced  in  your  letter  of  taking 
MMsession  of  Pensacola  and  Barancasi  t  nroiast 
wfore  Qod  and  men  that  my  conduct  is  nlame- 
ess,  and  that  my  sincere  wishes  ever  have  been 
0  maintain  peace  and  amity  between  our  reapec* 
jive  nations.  The  sincerity  of  my  iatentions  is 
bunded  upon  the  President's  Message  of  d5th 
ilarch  last  to  Congress ;  the  tenor  of  whicb  holds 
>at  assurances  that  no  aggressions  were  to  beex- 
liected  from 'the  troops  of  the  United  States. 
Qafortunatciy,  however,  their  operations  have 
riolated  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  proviace. 

I  expect,  from  the  generosity  of  your  exceUen- 
er,  that  you  will  leave  the  officers  and  troops  of 
the  garrison  of  Pensacola  at  perfect  liberty ;  that 
your  army,  after  receiving  |he  necessary  supplies, 
will  evacuate  the  province. as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble; and  that  yoa  will  not  carry  on  a  paciial 
warfare  against  West  Florida  at  a  time  when  our 
^«o  nations  are  in  a  state  of  profound  peace* 

.  lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Leai  Pieroiuf,  provisr 
foi^al  commandant  of  Pensacpla^  tl  4uly  author- 

^^  ^0  tepresent  ma»  and  to  receive  any  comma- 


nicationa  your  exceiltacy  aiay  be  pleased  to 
make.  To  all  such  the  most  prompt  answers 
shall  be  given,  through  the  ministry  or  the  bearer, 
the  interpreter,  Don  Pedro  de  Alba.  In  conclu" 
sion,  if,  contrary  to  my  hopes,  your  excellency 
should  persist  in  your  intention  to  take  possession 
of  this  fortress,  I  am  resolred  to  repel  force  bv 
force,  and  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  He 
who  resists  aggression  can  never  be  deemed  the 
Hggressor. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years, 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

Bis  lBt*cy  Major  Oen.  A.  JAccaoif. 

No.  3t. 

Omital  Jmkmm  to  Oommot  Maad. 

Haaoa'as,  DrvinioN  or  tbx  Soittb, 

Pemaccia^  May  25, 1818. 

Sia :  The  accusations  against  you  are  founded 
on  the  most  uaquestionable  evidence.  I  have  the 
certificate  of  individuals,  who,  on  the  23d  instant, 
at  or  near  the  Little  Bayou,  counted  seventeen 
Indians  in  company  of  several  Spanish  officers. 
I  have  only  to 'repeat  that  the  Baraacas  must  be 
occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  and  again  to 
tender  you  the  terms  offered,  if  amrcabljf  snrren* 
dered ;  resistance  would  be  a  wantoiii  sacrifice  of 
blood,  for  tvhich  you  and  yonr  garrison  will  have 
to  atone.  You  cannot  expect  to  defend  yourself 
successfully,  and  the  first  shot  from  your  fort 
nmst  dmw  down  upon  you  the  vtageance  of  an 
irritated  soldiery.  I  am  well  advised  of  ypar 
strength,  and  cannot  but  remark  on  the  incoaetal* 
ency  of  presuming  yourself  capable  of  reslstipg 
an  army  which  has  conquered  the  Indian  tribes^ 
too  strong,  according  to  your  own  acknowledg- 
ment, to  be  controlled  by  you.  If  the  force  which 
YOU  are  now  disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice  had 
Deen  wielded  against  the  Seminoles,  the  Ameri- 
can troops  had  never  entered  the  Floridas.  I  ap** 
plaud  your  feeling  as  a  soldier,  in  wishing  to  de- 
fend yonr  post ;  but  where  resistaace  is  ineffectual, 
and  the  opposing  force  overwhelming,  the  sacri- 
fice of  a  lew  brave  men  is  an  act  of  wan  ton  q  ess, 
for  which  the  commanding  officer  must  be  ac- 
countable to  his  God. 

ANDREW  JACESON, 
Major  Oen.  oomCg  Div,  ^  the  Soulh* 

Don  Joaa  Mazot, 

Commanding  Bahmcas. 

Certytcutet  and  Didarations. 

No.  37  a. 
We  certify  that,  being  io  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Ba- 
raacas, on  the  88th  of  May,  1818,  in  thaafteraooiL 
soon  after  the  American  troops  took  possesaioo  of 
the  works,  and  as  the  Spanish  troops  wetemaroh- 
iog  out,  we  saw  an  ladiaa  carried  out  bv  some  of 
the  Spanish  soldiers ;  he  was  laid  on  the  bfach, 
to  be  pot  on  board  a  boat*  He  was  wounded  an 
his  leg  or  thigh,  and  had  cfery  appearance  of 
havina  beea  eacaffed  in  the  defence  of  the  fort« 
*  ^^  WM.  RUSSELL,  . 

JAS.  L.  BELL. 
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No.  37  6. 

I  certiff  that,  on  the  23d  of  Maf,  beiog  in  the 
bayou  whieh  enters  Pensacola  bay,  one  and  a  half 
mile  from  the  town,  1  saw  at  the  ferry,  on  the 
road  to  Barancas^  a  number  of  Indians  (I  think 
about  seventeen)  in  company  with  four  Spanish 
officers.  The  officers  were  carried  over,  and  the 
boat  returned  to  ferry  over  the  Indians.  I  saw 
one  boat-load  landed  on  the  side  next  the  Baraui- 
caa.  The  Indians  concealed  themselves  in  the 
bashes  on  discoveriaff  us. 

RICHARD  BRICKHAM. 

Witness:  T.  Cros^ 

Lieut.  Isfb^antry. 


I  certify  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Brfckham, 
at  the  place  and  time  mentioned  in  the  above  cer- 
tificate; that  I  saw  several  Indians  in  company 
with  four  Spanish  officers.  The  officers  were 
ferried  over  with  one  Indian.  I  did  not  see  the 
Indians  ferried  over ;  they  concealed  themselves 
on  discovering  us. 

JOHN  BONNBR,  his  H  mark. 

Witness:  T.  Cross, 

lAeui.  IH  Infantry, 

Witness  to  both  certificates : 
Wm.  S.  Fulton, 

Private  Sec'y  to  Ckmi?g  Oen, 

No.  37  c. 
Fort  Montoombrt,  June  2, 1818. 

I  certifjr  that,  between  the  5th  and  7th  of  Maj, 
1818,  while  at  Fort  Gadsden,  on  the  Appalachi- 
eola  river,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr.  Larua  and 
Benneto  Gassea,  both  citizens  of,  and  at  that  time 
direct  from  Pensacola,  that  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  thence  there  were  about  five  hundred 
Indiana  in  and  about  Pensacola ;  and  I  further 
certify  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Skeate  and 
other  citizens  of  that  place,  that  on  the  22d,  which 
was  the  day  before  my  arrival,  Holmes  (a  noted 
Red  Stick)  with  his  party  had  left  Pensacola  to 

groceed  to  the  Choctawhatchy  for  safety,  having 
een  for  several  days  previous  in  town.     AU 
which  I  certify  on  honor. 

WM.  HAMBLY. 
Witness:  Wm.  8.  Fulton, 

Private  Sec^y  to  Uom^g  Oen, 

No.  37  d. 

Provincb  op  West  Florida, 

TViMi  ofPeneacola,  Sept.  15, 1818. 

In  parsuanee  with  an  order  to  me  directed  by 
Colonel  William  King,  civil  and  military  gov- 
ernor of  said  province,  (a  copy  whereof  is  hereto 
annezed,)  I  oaased  to  appear  before  me,  at  the 
oaarters  of  Captain  Hugn  Young,  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  in  this  town,'  the  following 
peraoDs,  Tiz :  Manuel  Gonzales,  Dr.  Brosoaham, 
William  Cooper,  J.  Dauphin,  — ^  Skeate,  Fe- 
lippa  Prieto,  Joachim  Barrelas,  P.  Alba,  junior, 
Jooe  Bonefi,  (Marian,)  and  Charles  Le  Jeune,  to 
answer,  on  oath,  soch  interrogatories,  not  tending 


to  criminate  themselves,  as  might  be  propoonded 
to  them  bj  Captain  Young,  reUting  to  the  inter* 
eourse  which  took  place  TCtween  the  late  Span- 
ish authorities  of  this  province  and  the  hostile 
Indians  during  the  reeent  war  with  the  United 
States. 

JoACBiM  Barrbuls,  being  duly  aarora,  declares 
that  he  has  frequently  seen  parlies  of  ladiaas  ia 
the  town  of  Pensacola  since  the  aaoath  of  No- 
vember, 1817 ;  says  that  parties  of  lodiaos  have 
been  provisioned  by  the  late  authorities  at  thb 
place  on  several  occasions :  has  frequently  heard 
and  believed  that  the  Indians  were  in  the  habit 
of  bringing  into  this  place  horses,  cattle,  d&e^  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  them  and  other  plunder. 
Says  be  was  at  Baraocaa  at  the  time  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  came  to  Pensacola,  ia  May  Ust| 
deponent  acted  there  as  commissary,  aad  knows 
that  several  Indians  went  from  town  down  lo 
Barancas  with  the  Spanish  forces,  and  took  ref- 
uge in  the  fort ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  several 
small  parties  were  encamped  about  the  Baiaa* 
cas;  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  Greneral  Jaeksoa 
before  the  Barancas,  Tapaulca  and  family  were 
also  in  the  forL  Deponent  has  seen  said  chief 
several  times  in  Pensacola,  and  believes  him  to 
be  either  a  Creek  or  Seminole  Indian ;  that,  while 
deponent  was  at  Barancas,  and  subsequently  to 
the  said  month  of  November,  1817,  he  saw  an 
Indian,  named  Luna,  an  express  from  St.  Marki^ 
cross  over  from  Santa  Rosa  island  to  Baraoca% 
with  despatches  for  the  Gkivernor  here;  says 
that,  since  the  said  month  of  November,  1817, 
Governor  Mazot,  beiog  himself  at  Barancas,  did 
order  this  deponent  to  give  rations  to  several  par- 
ties of  Indians  then  there,  of  at  least  from  thirty 
to  forty  strong — men,  women,  and  children. 

JOACHIM  BARRELAS. 


GcoaoB  Skbatb,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
that  he  has  constantly  resided  in  the  town  of 
Pensacola  since  November,  1817;  since  which 
he  has  repeatedly  seen,  at  different  times,  in  said 
town,  from  thirty  to  forty  Indians;  has  not  seen 
any  ammunition  given  to  the  Indians  within  the 

Eeriod  alluded  to;  has  heard  and  believes  that 
orses,  cattle,«  dbe.,  were  brought  into  this  place 
by  the  Indians  and  sold,  which  deponent  however 
did  not  see.     Deponent  believes  that  the  late 
Governor  (Mazot)  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
several  murders  that  were  committed  on  the  neigb- 
borinff  American  frontier ;  knows  of  no  soppiies 
furnished  by  order  of  the  SiMinish'  Gtovernmeot 
since  about  the  month  of  March,  1817,  when  a 
supply  of  knives,  a  few  blankets,  and  some  copper 
kettles,  were  furnished  aod  delivered  to  a  j^ny 
of  Indians,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  then  satd,  A 
BCthiff  against  the  insurgents  who  were  expeeted ; 
that  the  said  party  of  Indians  ahortly  disappeared, 
and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.    J>epooeBt 
saw,  on  the  day  that  Major  Youngs  attacked  a 
party  of  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  town, 
a  number  of  Indians  who  he  believes  were  sent 
(or  went  themselves)  across  the  bay  ia  a  boat 
belonging  to  Don  Antonio  MoUna,  eaptain  of  the 
port.  GEORQS  8KBATS. 
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Cbarlbs  Lb  Jbohb,  beiag  dulf  svorn,  deckret 
bat  he  has  resided  in  PeDsaeoia  sinee  Norember, 
817;  siD«e  which  he  has  freqnentlf  seen  io  this 
9wa  or  its  vicinity  parties  of  upwards  of  a  bun- 
red  Indians  encamped;  that  these  parties  were 
rmed  either  with  rifles  or  with  the  arms  that  were 
arnished  them  by  the  English ;  that  althoagh  he 
aonot  state  that  these  parties  had  received  am- 
QonitiOD  from  the  Spanish  Government  here,  he 
levertheJess  can  and  does  state  that  the  said  par- 
ies were  provtsiooed  from  the  King^s  stores  by 
^rietOf  King's  storekeeper ;  that,  previous  to  No- 
ember,  1817,  the  Government  was  regularly  in 
le  habit  of  giving  out  ammunition  to  the  Indi* 
D8  from  a  store  which  was  expressly  for  that 
arpose  here  ;  that,  on  the  day  that  Major  Toongs 
ttaeked  the  Indians  near  this  town,  there  was  a 
oasiderable  number  encamped  near  the  water 
ide  in  town,  who,  upon  hearing  the  report  of 
ire>arms.  crossed  the  bay  in  their  own  boats,  and 
D  other  larger  boats  belonging  to  others. 

CARLOS  LE  JBUNE. 

William  Coopbr,  being  duly  sworn,  declares 
bat  he  has  resided  in  Penaacola  since  November, 
817;  during  which  period  he  has  frequently 
een  in  town  and  its  vicinity  several  parties  of 
ndians ;  saw  one  in  particular  with  some  sheet 
ead,  and  has  heard  that  the  Indians  had  intro* 
oced  some  clothes  in  town  that  looked  like  Amer- 
can  manufacture ;  states  also  that  Tapaulca  was 

Eed  Stick  chief,  and  had  been  frequently  about 
^ensacola  for  several  years  past. 

WILLIAM  COOPER. 

FfiNSAOOLA.  September  19, 1818. 

I  certify  that  the  aforegoing  depositions  were 
worn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  on  this  day. 

M.  McKBNNBY,  Sbn.,  J.  P. 

No.  37  c 

JoBM  DufTT,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
bllows : 

Question*  Have  you  resided  in  and  about  Pen* 
lacola  sinee  November,  1817 1 

Answer.  I  have. 

d.  Have  you  seen  in  said  town  or  iu  vicinity, 
vithin  or  since  that  period,  any  Indians  7 

A.  I  have. 

CI.  How  many  did  yon  see  at  any  particular 
ime? 

A.  About  the  latter  end  of  that  Spring  I  saw 
in  town  from  fifty  to  sixty  Indians ;  but  few  of 
these  were  armed,  because  they  were  prohibited 
Boming  into  towu  armed.  I  suppose  their  arms 
were  left  in  tbeir  camps  in  the  neighborhood* 

Q».  How  did  these  Indiaas  subsist  themselves, 
and  how  did  they  procure  ammunition  1 

A.  Probably  from  the  Government  here;  of 
thii,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 
QU  Did  you  see  any  horses,  cattle,  or  other 

plunder,  brought  into  this  place  by  the  Indians? 
A.  No. 
Q^  How  many  Indians  were  ia  Peasaeola 

ind  its  neighborhood  at  the  time  that  Major 

Toongs  attacked  a  party  near  this  town  9 
A.  Of  all  descriptions,  viz :  men,  women}  and 


ehildien,  there  must  have  been  a  considerable 
number;  not  less,  probably,  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  or  sixty. 

d.  When  Major  Youngs  attacked  a  party 
near  town,  how  did  those  in  town  find  means  to 
escape  across  the  bay  1 

A.  I  have  understood  and  believe  that  they 
were  sent  across  the  bay  by  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

SANTIAGO  DAUPHIN. 

A  true  copy :  R.  K.  CALL,  A»  D.  C 

JoasPB  Boitcri,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
follows,  viz : 

duestion.  Have  you  lived  in  Pensacola  since 
November,  1817? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Cti  Have  you  not,  between  that  period  and  the 
approach  of  the  American  forces  under  Major 
General  Jackson,  repeatedly  seen  divers  parlies 
of  hostile  Indians  in  this  town  or  its  neighbor* 
boodi 

A.  I  have.  Indeed,  between  the  said  month 
of  November  and  the  time  that  the  hostile  party 
aurrendered  to  Major  Youn^  there  were  more 
or  less  in  town ;  sometimes  in  numbers  consid- 
erable, sometimes  fewer. 

d.  liow  or  by  whom  were  those  Indians  sub- 
sisted ;  and  from  whom  or  by  what  means  did 
they  procure  ammunition  and  other  warlike 
stores  or  weapons  ? 

A.  I  have  understood  and  do  believe  that  thef 
were  fed  by  the  Government  here ;  as  to  ammu- 
nition, dkc,  I  cannot  state  how  they  procured 
supplies,  except  it  might  have  been  irom  the 
stores  about  town. 

ft.  Have  you  seen  or  been  informed  of  anf 
horses,  cattle,  or  other  plunder^  having  been  brought 
in  here  by  toe  Indians  withtn  the  time  above  al- 
luded to  7 

A.  No.  JOSEPH  BONEFI. 

pBliaAOOLA. 

Both  depositions  sworn  to  and  subscribed  be- 
fore me,  the  19th  September,  1818. 

M.  McKBNNBY,  Sbr.,  /.  P. 

A  true  copy :  R.  K.  CALL,  A.  D.  C. 

No.  37/. 

Pinann  Sbh ao,  being  solemnly  sworn,  declares 
as  follows:  That  he  has  resided  in  the  town  of 
Pensacola  constantljr  since  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber last  past ;  that,  since  that  time,  and  until  the 
arrival  of  Major  Youngs  near  this  town,  there 
were^  always  considerable  numbers  of  hostile  In- 
dians in  or  near  the  town ;  that,  on  many  occa* 
sions  within  that  period,  he  has  seen  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  Indians  here  i 
that  their  forces  were  regularly  provisioned  from 
the  Eiog^  store  here;  that  be  has  seen  large 
quantities  of  sheet  lead  io  the  possession  of  the 
Indians,  and  considers  it  as  greatly  resembling 
the  lead  aprons  of  cannon  5  that  the  Government 
must  bavo  furnished  ihe  lead  in  question,  as  tbere 
were  no  other  means  here  oC getting  such  lead,ai^ 
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that  the  said  kad  waa  ma  off  iato  balk.  #lileh 
this  deponent  saw ;  iliat,  on  the  dajr  Maj.  Yoaafs 
attacked  a  party  of  Indians  near  this  town,  there 
were  then  in  town  a  eonsideraUe  namber  mote, 
who  were  sent  across  the  bay  in  boats  provided 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Spanish  Qoytmof* 

Deponent  farther  states  that,  about  the  first  of 
MarcQ  last  past,  three  considerable  parties  of 
hostile  Indians — one  party  under  the  command 
of  Leon  Lesessiet,  another  under  the  command 
of  Amaod  OHmer,  (both  iieutenanu  \tL  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  service,)  and  the  third  com- 
manded by  an  Indian  chief— retired  out  of  this 
town,  and  went  down  towards  the  neighbor* 
hood  of  Baraaoas,  where  provisions  and  ammu- 
nition were  regularly  supplied  them  by  the  Spa^ 
ish  Government;  that  the  said  Indians  vrere 
armed  with  guns  which  they  had  received  from 
the  English  during  the  late  war,  and  that  they 
remains  encamped  within  from  one  to  three 
leagues  of  Baraocas  for  the  space  of  nearly  a 
month;  that  these  Indians,  besides  being  armed 
with  guns,  had  also  tomahawks,  which  <Kpooent 
understood  and  believes  were  furnished  by  John 
Inaerarity ;  and  that,  when  the  Qovernment 
caused  the  said  parties  to  be  thus  assembled  and 
equipped,  they  were  collected  at  Barancat  for 
the  purpose,  as  deponent  ooneeives,  of  eluding  the 
vigilance  of  such  individuals  in  Pensaoola  4b 
would  not  concur  in  such  measures. 

Deponent  further  states  that,  since  the  said 
Booth  of  November  last  past,  he  has  seen  brought 
in  here  by  the  Indians  a  quantity  of  cotionade 
and  women's  clothing,  brought  or  said  to  have 
b^en  brought  from  the  American  frontier;  that 
these  things  were  publicly  sold  ia  this  town,  not- 
withstanding it  was  notoriously  known  here  Ihat 
those  articm  and  property  had  jast  been  uken 
from  those  whom  the  Indians  had  kiUed  on  the 
American  frontier.  P.  SBNAC. 

Attest  t  J.  ROBINSON, 

hUerpreter,  Pentaeola. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  l^th 
day  of  September,  1818. 

M.  McKENNEY,  Sbn.,  J.  P. 

No.  37  g. 

Jo8B  E.  Caro,  a  citizen  of  Pensacola,  being 
awom,  states  that,  early  in  the  present  year, 
(1818,)  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  were  ia  Pen* 
saeola,  their  numbers  not  known,  but  probably 
fifty ;  that,  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the 
American  army  under  General  Jackson,  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  furnished  those  Indians 
with  provision  and  ammnaition,  and  sent  them 
in  pubtie  boato  atross  the  bay;  the  deponent 
•aw  the  rations  issued  and  the  party  embarked. 
The  deponent  further  states  that,  subsequent  to 
this,  he  saw  three  parties  of  hostile  Indiaus  fur- 
nished with  provisions,  the  ostensible  object  ai 
which  was  to  enable  those  Indians  to  maroh  to 
the  interior  aad  give  themselves  up,  but  it  ww 
very  generally  baUeved  that  those  Indians  hud 
uo  sttoh  intention.    The  dejponeat  saw  those  in» 


diaue  sec  out,  uud  s^tes  that  tbtj  had  their 
arms. 

JOSE  BSTBVAH  CARO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Peusn- 
cola,  10th  September,  1818. 

H.  TOUNQ,  Opt.  T^.  £ug. 

N0.37JL 

CaaRLBs  Bauoii,  a  resident  of  Penaueola.beiB| 
sworn,  states  that,  about  the  latter  end  of  Apnl 
or  beginning  of  lifay,  1818,  a  pnrty  of  Indiaas, 
amounting  to  near  one  bundled,  were  in  Pensa- 
cola with  a  quantity  of  plunder  which,  it  was 
{[enerally  believed,  was  taken  at  the  timeStoke's 
amily  were  murdered  on  the  fisennbia.  The 
Indians  sold  this  plunder  openly  to  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Pensacola,  and  the  deponent  could  not 
learn  that  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Pensaeala 
made  Any  inquiries  respecting  it*  The  deponent 
further  states  that,  at  several  timea  in  the  pro- 
ent  year,  (1818,)  he  saw  parties  of  Indiaas  for* 
nished  with  provisions  aad  ammanttioa  from 
the  King's  stores;  but  he  does  not  reeolleetthe 
dates  of  these  transnetioos.  The  deponent  te- 
ther states  that  he  has  frequently  hcnrd  Spsntsk 
officers  at  Pensncola  justify  the  oonduet  of  eke 
Indians  towards  the  united  States,  amnifestiog 
in  their  conversation  a  decided  hostility  towards 
the  Americans. 

GARL08  BARON. 
Sworn  before  tae,  at  Pensacola,  Se|>tember  11 
1818.  ^ 

H.  TOtJNG,  GopC  Thp.  Emg. 

No.  38. 

OemralJaekton  to  the  ^leereteryqf  Wmr. 

Hnap<i*taf  Divaston  op  thb  South, 
FhH  ChtdMden^  Monk  SS,  1818. 

Sin :  At  seren  o'cloek'P.  liL,  on  the  9th  ia* 
slant,  i  reached  Fort  Scott  with  the  brigade  of 
Georgia  militia,  nine  hundred  bavonets  strong, 
aad  sooMof  the  friendly  Creeks  wno  hnd  jojued 
me  on  my  march  k  few  days  hefoie,  where,  fad- 
ing but  one  quart  of  corn  per  men  nod  a  few 
poor  cattle,  which,  added  to  the  lite  poft  I 
Drought  along,  would  give  us  three  dnye*  ratioas 
of  meat,  determined  me  at  once  to  use  this  small 
supply  to  the  best  advantage.  Aeoordinnly.  bar- 
ing been  advised  by  Colonel  Gibson,  Hnarter- 
master  General,  that  he  would  sail  from  New 
Orleans  ou  the  iSth  February,  with  the  Mipflia, 
aad  being  also  advised  that  two  sloops,  with  pro- 
vtstooa,  were  in  the  .bay i  and  an  officer  had  been 
despatehed  fh>m  Fort  8eoit|  ia  n  large  keel4M>ut, 
to  bring  up  a  part  of  their  lading,  and  deeming 
that  the  (ireeervation  of  those  supplies  Would  be 
to  preserve  the  army,  aad  eonble  me  re  prosecute 
the  campaign,  I  assumed  the  eommnnd  on  the 
morning  of  the  lOth^  ordered  the  live  «ioek 
skiughtered  and  issued  CO  the  troops^  with  oae 
quart  of  corn  to  each  man,  and  the  Ime  of  march 
to  ha  taken  up  at  twelve,  tteridinn.  Iftnring  to 
eross  the  Flint  river,  und  it  being  Tery  ngh, 
combined  with  some  ncgleet  In  lefumtuf  the 
bents  dudng  a  vury  dark  night,  I  wen  uHhUe  to 
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mortfrom  th«  opjMiit«  btnk  until  aioe.o'tloek 
on  the  morDing  or  tho  11th,  when  I  took  up  my 
line  of  march  aowo  tli9  eut  baok  of  tho  river  for 
this  place*  tottchin^  the  river  ••  ofcoo  aa  practi- 
cable,  looking  for  the  piovisioo  boat  which  vat 
aseendiof ,  and  which  I  wiw  foriaoato  enough  to 
meet  on  the  13ih  inttaat,  when  I  ordered  an  extra 
ration  to  the  troops,  they  not  having  received  a 
fall  ooe  of  meal  or  flour  tince  theu  arrival  at 
Fort  Early.  On  that  day  my  patrolet  captured 
three  priaooer&  and  fouod  tome  hidden  corn.  On 
the  moroiDg  of  the  14th  I  ordered  the  boat  down 
the  river  to  thit  plncOi  whilst  I  deaceoded  by 
land,  aad  reached  here,  without  iDterrnption,  on 
the  morning  of  the  16tfa.  The  elinibility  of  thit 
^t  at  a  depot  determined  me,  and  I  immediately 
directed  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Qadtde^ 
»r  the  eogineer  eorpti  to  furnish  a  plan  for  nnd 
superintend  the  erection  of  a  fortinoatioo.  Hit 
talents  and  indefatisable  zeal  ditplayed  in  the 
sxecmion  of  thit  order  induced  me  to  oeme  it 
Port  GadtdeUi  to  which  he  is  juttly  entitled* 

On  my  ef rival  here,  I  immediately  detpatohed 
;he  boat  to  the  bay  for  the  balance  of  provisions 
iuown  to  be  the^e,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the 
lotilla  in  diarge  of  Colonel  Qibton  had  reached 
Jiere;  and  which  returned  on  the  19th,  with  the 
lapleating  intelligence  that  nothing  had  been 
ijsard  of  the  flotilla  from  New  Orleans  tince  it 
vas  seen  pMsing  Fort  Bowyer.  I  immediately 
tut  the  troops  on  half  rations,  and  pushed  the 
loaijpletkHi  of  the  fort  for  the  pr^leeiion  of  the 
irovition^jt  in  the  event  of  theijr  arrival,  \ntend- 
eg  to  mnroh  forthwith  to  the  heart  of  the  ene- 
ny,  and  endeavor  to  tnhaist  upon  hiai«  la  the 
neantime,  I  despatched  Major  Fanning^  of  the 
sorps  of  artillery,  to  tfite  another  look  lato  the 
Niy  I  whose  raturo,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d, 
venght  the  information  that  Colonel  GibtoU) 
eith  one  gunboat  and  three  transports,  nnd  others 
a  iighi,  were  in  the  bay.  On  the  same  night  I 
received  other  information  that  no  more  hi3  nr» 
ived.  I  nani  therefore^  appf»ehensive  thnt  some 
>f  the  smaller  veti^elsh^vn b#?n  lost,  as  one gun- 
xmi  went  w  Pie«fs>  end  nnother,  when  last  spo- 
ten,  had  one  loot  water  in  hot  bol^  All  of  the 
ressels  had  bf  f  n  ipokeit  aAi^r  the  gale  which  dit- 
)ersed  them.  A  north  and  northwest  wind  has 
>re  vailed  for  six  days,  but  hfs  fortunatelv  changed 
his  morning.  I  am  njpiw  awniting  n  ooet  from 
he  bay,  (which  is  expected  to-day,;  to  eomplete 
iight  days*  mtiene.  for  my  troops,  upon  which  I 
nean  to  innieh. 

From  iniormntion  rectftved  from  Pensncetn  nnd 
N»w  Oriennsi  I  hnve nodonbi  bmihat SuMnrk's 
is  in  poefossinn  of  the  Ii¥iinnn  The  Qovernor 
of  Penaneoln  infotmed  Cnpinin  Call,  of  th#  tot 
infantrvt  (now  here,)  thnt  the  Indians,  hnd  de- 
mandea  armS|ammQnitioa,nnd'provision0,  or  the 
possession  of  the  garxisnn  of  St.  Murk's  of  ihe 
eomaandnni,  and  that  he  presumed  poisessioa 
would  be  given  from  inability  to  delhnd  it.  The 
Spanish  Qovernatent  is  bound  by  uenty  to  keep 
the  Indians  at  penee  with  us;  they  hMe  ae* 
kaowM^ed  their  incompeteney  to  do  thit,  nnd 
are  eottse^uently  bound.by  thnJnwoCnniiimnAd 


notions  to  yield  us  nil  fneilllies  to  reduce,  them* 
Under  this  consideration,  should  I  be  able,  I  will 
take  possession  of  the  inirrison  as  a  depot  for  my 
supplies,  sboold  it  be  found  in  the  hands  of  thf 
Spanith  gnpriton,  they  having  tupplied  the  In- 
dians ;  but  if  in  the  hands  of  oar  enemy,  I  will 
possess  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Stntes,  as 
a  necettary  position  for  me  to  hold,  to  give  peece 
and  security  to  this  frontier,  nnd  put  a  final  md 
to  Indian  warfare  in  the  South. 

Finding  it  very  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Craw- 
ford, on  the  Conecuh  river,  by  lend,  I  hate  order* 
ed  the  supplies  for  that  garrison  by  water,  and 
written  to  the  Qovernor  of  Pentacola  that  if  he 
interrupts  them  during  the  present  Indian  wnr,  I 
shall  view  it  as  aiding  our  enemy,  nnd  treat  it  as 
an  act  of  hostility ;  end.  stated  to  him  the  propria 
etv.  under  existing  eiroumstnnees,  of  hisaffiirdtng 
all  ibcilities  to  put  down  their  own  as  well  as  our 
enemies,  and  thnt  our  Qovernmentt,  whilst  nego- 
tiating, can  take  this  subject  under  consideration; 
but,  in  the  mean  tisie,  our  ptovitione  mutt  pats 
to  Fort  Crawfoi^  without  interruption. 

In  mine  of  the  lith  Februapy,  from  Hartford, 
I  informed  yon  of  the  measures  adopted  to  pro^ 
core  supplies,  and  in  my  last  of  the  26ih,  from 
Fort  Bnrly,  I  informed  you  of  their  situation.  To 
those  communientiont  I  beg  ieane  to  refer  yoo»  I 
hove  only  to  add,  that  I  left  Fort  Barly  for  Font 
Bcott,  and  tubntted  my  uoopt  on  ground  pensy 
corn,  and  some  porkt  that  I  could  occasionally 
procure  from  the  Indient,  with  tome  pork  thnt  I 
bad  oe  foot,  the  whole  tnhsistenee  for  man  and 
horse  not  costing  five  hundred  doUaiSi  Of  all  the 
supplies  purchased  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Scott, 
and  the  support  of  the  Qeorgia  militia,  not  one 
poupd  was  received  until  I  passed  Fort  Scott.  I 
taid  in  my  latt  that  blame  rested  tomewhere ;  the 
cause  of  those  failures  will  in  due  time  be  a  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  and  Colonel  Brearly  has 
been  arrested  on  the  application  of  Qen.  Gniines. 

By  some  tirenge  fatality,  unaccountable  to  me, 
the  Tennettee  volnnteert  have  not  yet  joined  m^ 
They  promptly  led  their  homes,  and  through  the 
inclement  weather  reached  Fort  Mitchell,  where 
I  had  ordered  them  supplies,  and  where  Oolond 
Hayne,  who  led  them,  met  my  instructions  to  past 
by  Fort  Qaines.  where  he  would  get  a  supply  of 
corn  that  woula  enable  him  to  reach  Fort  Scott : 
but  the  idea  of  ttarvation  had  ttalked  abroad ;  a 
panic  appears  to  have  spread  Itself  everywhere, 
and  he  was  told  that  they  were  starviiKg  at  ForU 
Gaines  and  Scott,  and  was  induced  to  pass  into 
Qeorgia  for  supplies.  His  men  end  officers,  as 
reported  to  me,  were  willing  to  risk  the  worst 
of  consequences  on  what  they  had  to  join  me ; 
however,  they  have  been  marched  from  their 
supplier,  to  a  country  stripped  of  them,  when 
every  consideration  should  have  induced  his  ad- 
visers to  have  urged  him  on  to  secure  the  supplies 
in  the  bay,  and  preserved  themselves  and  Fort 
Scott  from  starvation.  I  have. a  hope  thaii  they 
will  join  me  before  I  reach  St.  Mark^,  or  the 
Mickaauky  towas;  thu  would  Undesirable,  as  the 
,  troops  ordered  fiooa  !••»  Orleans  to  protect  the 
i  fupplies  have  not  rmcM  Mm  bugi  m^  te^^mg 
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garritoDs  at  Forts  Seott  and  Gadsden  weakens 
mj  force  maeh,  the  whole  effeeiiTe  strength  of 
the  regolars  being  hot  three  hundred  and  sixty 
privates. 

In  mine  of  the  26th  altimo,  from  Fori  Barif ,  I 
informed  70a  that  despatches  received  by  Oene- 
ral  Qaines  on  the  10th  aliimo  from  the  command* 
ing  officer  at  Fort  Scott  induced  him  to  set  out 
that  night  for  Fort  Scott,  to  prevent  its  abandon- 
i&ent,  &c.  In  his  passage  down  the  Flint  river 
be  was  shipwrecked,  by  which  he  lost  his  assist- 
ant adjutant  general.  Major  C.  Wright,  and  two 
soldiers,  (drowned.)  The  General  reached  me 
six  days  after,  nearly  exhausted  with  hanger  and 
cold,  having  lost  his  baggage  and  clothing,  and 
beinff  compelled  to  wander  in  the  woods  four  and 
m  huf  dajrs  without  auything  to  subsist  on,  or 
any  clothing  except  a  pair  of  pantaloons.  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  he  is 
now  with  me  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  in  good 
health. 

The  great  scarcity  of  subaltern  officers  in  the 
4tli  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry  has  induced  me 
to  appoint  several  youn^  men  (present)  as  second 
lieotenanu  in  those  reffiments,  who,  from  person- 
al knowledge  and  good  recommendations,  I  have 
no  doubt  will  prove  themselves  worthy  ;  and  trust 
the  measure  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President.  A  list  of  their  names,  and  the  reci« 
menu  to  which  they  are  atuched,  will  be  furnish- 
ed the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  by  my  ad- 
jutant general.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

A.  JACKSON,  MaJ.  {hn. 

Hon.  JoHR  C.  Calhodn. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  boat  from  the 
bay  has  arrived  with  provisions,  also  Colonel 
Gibson  and  Captain  McKeever  of  the  navy.  I 
shall  move  co-morrow,  having  made  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  with  Captain  McKeever  for 
his  co-operation  in  transporting  my  supplies 
around  to  the  bav  of  St.  Mark,  from  which  place 
I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you.  Should  our  enemy  attempt  to  escape  with 
his  supplies  and  booty  to  the  small  islands,  and 
from  thence  to  carry  on  a  predatory  warfare,  the 
assistance  of  the  navy  will  prevent  his  escape. 
General  William  Mcintosh,  commanding  the 
friendly  Creeks  who  had  been  ordered  to  recon- 
noitre the  right  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  re- 
ported to  me  on  the  19th  instant  that  he  had  cap- 
fturedy  without  the  fire  of  a  gun,  one  hundred  and 
eighty  women  and  children^  and  fifty-three  war- 
riors of  the  Red  Ground  chiefs  party,  with  their 
cattle  and  supplies;  the  chief  and  thirty  warriors 
making  their  escape  on  horseback:  ten  of  the 
warriors,  attempting  their  escape  after  they  had 
surrendered,  were  killed  by  the  GeneraL 

A.  J. 

No.  30. 
Oemirai  Jackiom  to  the  Secrttmy  0/  Wigr. 

HiADQ^aa,  DivMioN  or  thi  Sootb, 
Fori  Jlionigomefy,  June  2, 1818. 

Sir  :  The  Seminole  war  having  terminated,  I 


deem  it  politic  and  advisable  to  send  to  Wash* 
ington  John  Blunt  and  his  Indian  comrade5,  who 
have  acted  as  pilots  to  me  during  the  hte  cam- 

Gigtt.  John  blunt  is  a  Tuckabatehee  Indian, 
s  long  been  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and, 
in  consequence  of  bis  opposition  to  the  Red  Suck 
party  during  the  Creek  war,  has  drawn  down 
upon  himself  their  vengeance  daring  the  late 
contest.  His  settlement  being  in  an  exposed  sit- 
uation on  the  Appalachicola  river,  he  was  earlv 
attacked  by  the  Seminoles,  his  property  destroyed, 
and  his  family  rifled  from  him.  Alone  he  es- 
caped, and  fled  to  Fort  Scott,  where,  joining  rhe 
American  standard,  he  has  proven  himself  a  most 
zeaions  friend  and  faithful  pilot  to  this  period. 
In  justice  to  him,  I  am  bound  to  state  that,  to  his 
correct  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  zeaions 
attachment  to  toe  cause  in  which  we  were  en- 
gsged,  am  I  measurably  indebted  for  the  sneeess 
of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  accompanies  John  Blant.  Mr. 
Hambly  is  a  Spanish  subject  by  birth,  and  hat 
long  been  a  resident  as  a  trader  on  the  Appala- 
chicola river.  In  consequence  of  his  attachment 
to  the  American  cause,  and  his  active  exertion 
to  check  the  hostile  feelings  of  those  Indians  dis- 
posed to  war  against  the  United  States,  he  drew 
down  upon  himself  and  family  their  rengeanee. 
He  was  forcibly  taken  from  his  home  at  an  eariy 
period  of  the  war ;  his  property,  goods,  and  ne- 
groes taken  from  him,  and  he  violently  trans- 
ported from  Mickasuky,Suw1snee,attd  Sl  Mark's, 
until  finally  relieved  by  Captain  McKeever,  of 
the  American  navy.  Since  which  period,  he  has 
been  attached  to  my  army  as  Indian  interpreter. 
You  will  find  him  an  honest  and  faithfai  frtead 
to  our  Government,  and  valuable  for  the  infor* 
mation  which  he  caa  aflEbrd  of  Spanish  policy 
and  intrigue.  He  is  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
transactions  of  foreign  agents  in  this  eoontry,  of 
their  practices,  &c.,  and  how  far  enconraged  by 
the  Spanish  authorities,  &c. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun, 

Secretary  (f  War. 

No.  40. 
GeneralJaduon  to  the  Seeretarjf  of  Wkr. 

HiAPa'aa,  Diviaion  op  tbi  Socth. 
Camp  near  St.  Mariee^  April  8, 18idL 

Sib  :  1  wrote  yon  from  Fort  Gadados,  comma* 
nicating  the  emimrrattments  ander  which  I  had 
labored  previous  to  my  arrival  at  that  past,  mnd 
my  determination,  betn^  then  in  a  aitBaiioa  to 
commence  active  operations,  to  paoetrate  imme- 
diately into  the  centre  of  the  Seminole  towns. 
My  army  marched  on  thf  Mth  ultimo,  and  on  the 
1st  of  April  was  reinforced  by  the  friendly  Creek 
warriors  under  General  Mcintosh,  mud  m  detach- 
ment of  Tenntasee  voluateera,  commnnded  by 
Colonel  Elliott  On  the  same  day,  a  mile  mnd  a 
half  in  advance  of  the  Mickasncian  viUagea,  m 
•mall  party  of  hoatile  Indians  were  diaooveied 
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judieiousiy  located  on  •  point  of  Itnd  projecting 
into  an  eiteosire  iDarsbf  pond — the  position  de- 
tignaced,  as  since  anderstood,  for  the  concentrat- 
Dg  of  the  negro  and  Indian  forces  to  give  us 
mule.  Thef  maintained  for  a  short  period  « 
tpirited  attacir  from  mf  advanced  spy  companies, 
>at  fled  and  dispersed  in  erery  direction  upon 
coming  in  contact  with  my  flank  columns,  and 
lisooverldg  a  morement  to  encircle  them.  The 
>arsuit  was  coniinoed  through  the  Mickasakian 
:owns,  ontfi  night  compelled  me  to  encamp  my 
trmy.  The  neit  day  detachments  were  sent  eot 
n  every  direction  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  se- 
sore  all  sopplies  found,  and  reduce  to  ashes  the 
rillages.  This  duty  was  executed  to  my  sacisfac- 
ion ;  nearly  three  hundred  houses  were  con- 
lumed,  and  the  greatest  abundance  of  corn,  cattle, 
fee.  brought  in.  ErerT  indication  of  a  hostile 
ipirit  was  fooad  in  the  nabitations  of  the  chiefs; 
n  the  council-houses  of  Kenhagee's  town,  the 
[ing  of  the  Mickasuklans,  more  than  fifty  fresh 
cafps  were  found  ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  pub- 
ic square,  the  old  Red  Stick's  standard,  a  red 
\ole  was  erected,  crowned  with  scalps,  recognised 
>f  the  hair  as  torn  from  the  heads  of  the  unfortu- 
iste  companions  of  Scott. 
As  I  had  reason  to  belie?e  that  a  portion  of  the 
lostile  Indians  had  fled  to  St.  Mark's,  I  directed 
ay  march  towards  that  fortress.  As  adTised,  I 
Dond  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  combined  had 
f manded  the  surrender  of  that  work.  The  Span* 
ih  garrison  was  too  weak  to  defend  it ;  and  there 
rere  cireumstanees  reported,  producing  a  strong 
onviction  in  my  mind  that,  it  not  instigated  by 
lie  Spanish  authorities,  the  ladians  had  receifed 
he  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  from  that  qoar^ 
er;  foreijrQ  agents,  who  have  been  long  prtctis- 
og  their 4ntrigBes  and  villanies  in  this  country. 
lad  free  access  into  the  camp;  St.  Mark's  was 
lecessary  as  a  depot  to  insure  success  to  my  oper- 
itions.  These  considerations  determined  me  to 
occupy  it  with  an  American  force.  An  inventory 
>f  the  Spanish  property^  munitions  of  war,  dbc., 
ias  been  taken  and  receipted  for,  and  the  com- 
asndant  and  garrison  furnished  with  transporta'* 
ion  to  Pensacola.  My  correspondence  with  the 
ipantsh  comnaodantf  the  evidences  under  which 
acted,  and  a  detailed  account  oimy  operations, 
rill  befttrnishedyoaasearl^  as  practicable.  Sue- 
(ass  depends  upon  the  rapidity  of  my  movemeats; 
md  to-morrow  1  shall  march  for  the  Suwaoee 
iver,  the  destroying  the  esuUishmenu  on  which 
vill,  in  my  opinion,  put  a  flaal  close  to  this  savage 
war.  Captain  Mc&eever,  of  tbe  navy,  cruising 
tt  my  request  on  this  coast|  has  been  fortunate 
enough  in  securing  Fraacia,  or  Hillis  Hadjo^  the 
Steat  prophety  and  Homathlemico,  an  old  Red 
Stick.  They  visited  his  vessels,  under  aa  impres* 
>ion  that  they  were  English,  from  whom,  as  they 
s^ted,  supplies  of  munitions  of  war,  dbc,  under 
Ute  promises,  were  expected.  Arbuthnotj  a 
Scotchman,  and  suspeeted  as  one  of  the  instiea- 
^n  of  this  savage  war,  was  found  in  St.  Mark's ; 
he  is  in  confinement  until  evidences  of  guilt  can 
be  coUected.    With  respect,  dbc. 

A.  MCKSON,  iM^.  An. 


No.  41. 
General  Jaduon  to  F.  C.  huengo* 

HaAD'aaa,  Division  or  tbb  South, 
Before  St.  Marine,  April  6, 1818. 

Sir:  To  chastise  a  savage  foe.  who,  combined 
with  a  lawless  band  af  negro  brigands,  have,  for 
some  time  past,  been  carrying  on  a  cruel  and 
unprovoked  war  aoainst  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Suites,  has  compiled  the  President  to  direct  me 
to  march  my  army  into  Florida.  I  have  pene* 
trated  to  the  Mlckasuky  towns,  and  reduced  them 
to  ashes. 

In  these  towns  I  found  many  indications  of  a 
hostile  spirit.  On  a  red  pole,  in  the  centre  of  the 
council-house  of  Kenhegee^s  town,  noore  thaa 
fifty  fresh  scalps  of  all  ages,  from  the  infant  to 
the  aged  matroa,  were  found  suspended. 

In  addition  to  this,  upwards  or  three  hundred 
old  scalps  were  found  in  the  dwellings  of  the 
difi^nt  chiefs  settled  on  the  Mickasuly  pond. 
Those  barbarians  who  have  escaped  death  have 
fied.  From  information  communicated  by  the 
(Governor  of  Pensacola  to  two  of  my  captains, 
(Gh)rdon  and  Call,)  I  was  induced  to  believe  that 
they  had  fled  to  St.  Mark's  for  protection.  The 
Governor  stated  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  had 
demanded  of  you  large  supplies  of  munitions  of 
war,  with  a  threat,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal,  of 
taking  possession  of  your  fortress.  He  further 
expressed  an  apprehension  that,  from  your  de* 
fenceless  state,  they  were  already  in  possessioA 
of  St.  Mark's.  The  wife  of  Cbenubby,  a  noted 
chief,  now  a  prisoner  in  my  camp,  informed  me 
that  tbe  hostile  Indians  and  neffroes  obtained  their 
supply  of  ammunition  from  Bt.  Mark's. 

To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  so  gross  a  viola- 
tion ot  neutrality,  and  to  exclude  our  savage  en* 
emies from  so stronga  hold  as  St. Mark's,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  to  i^rrison  that  fortress  with  Ainer- 
lean  troops  until  the  close  of  the  present  war« 
This  measure  is  justifiable  on  the  immutable 
principle  of  self-defence,  and  cannot  but  be  aati8» 
factory,  under  existing  circumsunces,  to  Hn 
Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain.  Under 
existing  treaties  between  our  two  Qovernmeftti| 
the  King  of  Spain  is  bound  to  preserve  in  peaeOi 
with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
his  own  subjects,  but  all  Indian  tribes  residijur 
within  his  territory.  When  called  upon  to  fulfil 
that  part  of  the  treaty  in  relation  to  a  savage  tribe 
who  nave  long  depredated,  with  impunity,  on  the 
American  frontier,  incompetency  is  allem,  with 
an  acknowledgment  that  the  same  tribe  have 
acted  in  open  nostiliiy  to  the  laws,  and  invaded 
the  rights  of  His  Catholic  Majesty.  As  a  mutual 
enemy,  therefore,  it  is  expected  that  every  facility 
will  be  aflbrded  by  the  agents  of  the  King  of 
SpaiOi  to  chastise  these  lawless  and  inhuman 
savages.  In  this  light  is  the  possession  of  St. 
Mark's  by  the  American  forces  to  be  viewed. 

I  come  not  as  the  enemy*  but  as  the  friend  of 
Spain.  Spanish  rights  and  property  will  be  re- 
spected. The  property  and  rights  of  Spanish 
subjects  will  be  guarantied  them.  An  inventory 
of  all  public  property,  munitions  of  war,  ^•. 
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shall  be  made  out,  and  certifted  by  an  officer  ap- 
pointed by  each  of  os,  and  a  receipt  given  for 
the  tame,  to  be  accounted  for  to  His  Catholic 
Majeety  by  the  Uqited  Sutes.  The  sobject  of 
my  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St.  Mark's  will 
bt  telerred  to  our  reapeetive  Qoverome&tt  for 
aaaieable  adinsinieoi.  Seme  armed  vesaela  af 
tk9  United  States  are  in  the  bay  of  St.  Mark,  with 
vhom  I  vish  to  commiinicale.  Yoai  will,  I  tmsi, 
furnish  me  with  a  small  vessel  to  convey  a  letter 
aa  well  aa  some  sick  and  wonaded  that  are  with 
me^  As  our  mntoal  savage  enemies  are  eoneen«' 
trating  their  forces  near  or  on  the  Sawanecv  an 
early  and  prompt  answer  is  reqnested  to  this 
letter,  with  an  English  translation,  as  neither 
myself  iM>r  staff  are  aoqnainted  with  the  Sipanish. 
This  will  be  handed  you  by  my  aid*de-camp) 
Lientenant  James  Qadsden,  by  whoa  an  answer 
ia  expected.    I  have,  4tc, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Mdjor  Qen.  oommamiinfk 

The  CoMHia  Ora'tonn  at  8t  Mark^$. 

No.  48. 
F.  0,  Li^etigo  lo  Gpural  Jaehm* 

St,  Mi3^'a  op  ApFAUbosa, 

Apnl  7, 1818. 

Mvar  ExciLLaMT  Sib  :  Being  made  to  nnder** 
stand,  although  with  the  greatest  diffieolty,  the 
contents  of  the  letter  with  which  your  encelieney 
honored  me  yesterday  evenine,  delivered  to  me 
by  yonr  aid«de-eamp.  James  Qadsden,  I  will  de« 
dare  to  yonr  eicelienoy  the  satisfaction  the 
knowledge  of  your  enpedition  against  M(cka« 
suky  has.  afforded  me.  That  such  would  be  the 
event  aould  not  be  doubted,  on  considering  the 
sanerior  talents  and  skilful  conduct  of  your  ei- 
oelleney,  and  to  theae  must  be  attributed  the 
success,  on  which  I  tender  you  my  most  cordial 
eoDgratulntipns. 

My  ehlef,  the  Qovernor  of  Pensneola,  had  in 
froth  reason  to  mention  to  your  captaiiMi^(Gk>r« 
don  and  Call)  what  your  excellency  states  to 
me^aad  to  entertain  fears  for  the  fate  of  this  fort, 
meaaeed  by  Indians  and  negroes^  for  some  months 
pact,  aad  particularly  since  they  have  been  die- 
eppointed  In  their  expeotatione  of  obtaining  pow* 
der  and  ball,  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  soli- 
eiled,  and  to  which  they  thought  themselves 
entitled,  from  the  practice  which  eiisted  of  sup- 
plying them  annually  therewith.  This  proves 
how  entiMly  unfounded  Is  the  assertion  of  the 
wife  of  the  chief  Ohennbby,  that  the  Indians 
have  been  supplied  with  miinitione  in  this  fori 
since  i  waa  advised  and  determined  to  maintain 
the  most  perfect  neutrality.  No  one  can  better 
remove  from  your  excellencv's  mind  any  unlh* 
vonaUe  impressioas  you  may  nave  formed  on  this 
«»bjeet  than  the  bearer,  William  Hambly,  as  he 
has  at  various  times  Interpreted  to  me  thesoli« 
citations  of  the  several  Indian  chiefs  in  my  neigh- 
borhood;  and  he  can  also  inform  you  of  the  ad« 
viae  I  always  gave  them  to  avoid  the  destruction 
which  has  overtaken  them,  and  which  t  foresaw 
from  the  banning* 


This  bemg  reaUned,  and  tlioro  hng  now  so 
motive  to  iear  any  insult  to  tha  fort  uem  tiieaa 
barbarians  and  the  aegroesi  i  beg  peimisitoa  of 
your  ezcellencv  to  call  )H>ttr  attentieo  te  the  dil^ 
ficulty  I  should  involve  myself  in  with  my  Got* 
erMBent  if  I  were  pmsentAy  to  usbmh  to  what 
vouf  excellency  proposes  to  me— lo  gairison  this 
tort  with  the  troops  of  the  United  Slates  wiihont 
first  receiving  iu  orders. '  Sock  I  will  solieil 
immediaieiy  an  opportunity  offeiis,  and  I  do  not 
(ot  a  moment  doubl  that  they  will  be  given  te 
me.  so  lealaas^s  my  Qovecnmcat  to  camplf 
with  the  sMpnWtiona  between  her  aad  the  Um> 
ted  States.  In  the  interimi  1  hope  yonr  excel- 
lency will  desist  from  yonr  iateotlon.  aad  be 
&rmly  peisuaded  of  the  good  iaith  and  harmony 
which  willxeign  between  thisfafrisoQ  aad  what- 
ever troops  yoa  may  think  At  to  leave  in  this 
vicinity,  who  may  assist  am  in  the  defence  of 
this  fbtl  on  any  uataeseen  eveaL 

The  sick  year  Excellency  aeac  ia  nfe  lodged 
in  the  royal  hoepiial,  and  I  have  aff<ie4cd  them 
every  aid  which  eircmnalaecea  adaaiu  I  hope 
your  Excellency  wiUgive  me  oilMr  epporinnitsni 
of  evincing  the  desire  I  have  to  saiimy  yon.  I 
trust  your  Excellency  will  pardaa  nay  aat  an- 
ewering  yoa  as  soon  aa  lequestedi  for  reasons 
which  have  been  given  you  by  yooc  aidrde-campi 
I  do  not  aceompaay  tJiis  with  na  Baglia^  tnns- 
laiioni  as  your  Bicellency  desvei,  hecaaae  there 
ia  Qo  one  in  the  fori  capable  iheceef ;  but  the 
beforo'named  Wm*  Haeably  nec^Kieea  Co  translate 
it  to  your  Bxnellency  ia  the  beet  OMaaer  he  can* 

May  oar  Lord  preserve  yonr  Baeelleacy  oiany 
years,  such  is  my  prayer.  Most  cxeelleai  air,  I 
kiss  your  Excellency's  hands.  Yov  most  deroied 
and  obedieni  servant. 

FR.  0A80  T  LUKNQ0. 

The  Moat  Exeetleat  A.  JAOcnoa. 

CRmerar''Mi*caay^  T^ 

No.4Sa. 

GtnamlJmekmm  to  F.  C  iMt^gp, 

HnAnaoAaruia,  Divmioa  of  xaa  Sorra, 
Oamfi  neor  Si.  M9irie$^  Apnl  7, 18i& 

Sia:  I  refer  you  to  my  ceenwDitatiun  «f 
yesterdny  for  the  motivce- which  have  eompelkd 
me  to  ooenpy  the  ferl  of  St.  Miulu  I  ^goia  m- 
peal  that  I  have  entered  theierritoay  of  Spaia  as 
a  friend,  to  chastise  a  mntoal  enemjp  of  both 
nations,  and  whom  His  Catholic  Biajeaty  was 
honnd|  under  the  meet  aaered  of  teeftia^  te  have 
punialicd  himselfw  PecuNar  eireanaatanees,  hose* 
efcr,  have  prevented,  nod  it  was  theerfere  ex?> 
peeted  that  every  faciiiip  would  have  beea  given 
to  the  American  nrma  to  haveiaaored  snecesa  m 
tbeif  operations^  The  ocennntioo  of  St.  MmikH 
is  essential  to  the  aceompUshmeat  of  my  caan- 
paign,  aad  is  peculiarly  an  at  ihia  period,  wbea 
evidenoe  is  derived  from  every  aonree  of  tlie 
dcsigna  of  the  Dcgroee  aad  Indiana  agaiaat  that 
fortrees.  They  are  now  conoentratina  with  the 
intention  of  taking  posaesaion  of  St.  Maik's  the 
.  momeat  my  army  moves  from  its  vieia&ty ;  the 
I  diskidging  the m  from  which  will  coat  me  more 
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ABierient  Mood  tiMul  lam  dlspMed  ttaoald  be 
fiMd.  Saeens  to  mf  opemtioiis  rtquiraa  d##- 
piieb }  yon  will  eicuse  me,  therefore,  io  refusing 
joar  rcqveet  chvt  a  saspeosion  sboald  be  grftttced 
oatil  a  permit  is  obtained  from  youf  QoTeroneDt, 
ind  ia  iMtstiDg  tbat  St.  Mark'ii  shoold  be  imflie« 
diately  oeeapied  by  Anef  loan  troops. 

Meior  FaaDiDg,  my  iaspeetor  general,  and 
Litateotat  SHnmoot^of  theordnaoee  defMirtment) 
are  appoioicd  to  act  with  oae  or  two  oflSeers  nom- 
inated on  year  part,  to  take  an  inventory  of  and 
inspect  all  piblie  property  in  the  fort  of  St. 
Mark,  for  wkieh  receipts  will  be  giTeo  in  the  name 
of  the  American  QoTernaoieni. 

Any  disfiosition  which  yon  would  wish  made 
vtth  the  private  property  of  yourself,  Mten.  and 
seldiers,  or  anr  other  arrangements  gratirying 
to  yourself  will  be  settled  by  mjr  aide  de-eamp^ 
Lieateaaatn  Ghidsden  and  Qiassell. 

ANDREW  JAC&SON, 
Major  Qeiu  commanding, 

Don  pHAHorsco  Caso  y  Luskoo. 

Ckymmandin^  Fort  St.  Mar^s, 

No.  43  b. 

Qtnerml  Joducn  io  F»  C«  jMemgo* 

HfiABa'aa,  Dmaioii  or  thv  Soots, 
Ctmp  fliear  St.  MarVa,  AfrU  7, 1818. 

Bia :  1  bare  reeeired  yonr  protest  against  my 

Sroeeedioge.  The  occopancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark's 
y  my  troops  prerious  to  your  assenting  to  the 
measore  became  necessary  from  the  dimculties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  sdjnstment, 
notwithstanding  my  auoraoces  that  every  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  to  your  satisfaction, 
and  expressing  a  wish  that  my  movements  against 
oor  common  enemy  should  not  be  retarded  bv  a 
tedious  negotiation.  I  again  repeat  what  has 
been  reiterated  to  you  through  my  aid-de-camp, 
Lieutenant  Qadsden,  that  your  personal  rights 
and  private  property  shall  be  rei»pected,  that  your 
litnation  shall  be  made  as  comfortable  as  practi- 
cable while  compelled  to  remain  in  Fort  St. 
Mark's,  and  that  transports  shall  be  furnished  as 
foon  as  they  can  be  obtained  to  convey  yourself, 
fsBttily,  and  command  to  Pensacola. 

I  daily  expect  some  vessels  from  the  Bay  of 
Appalachicola ;  as  soon  as  thej  arrive,  the  most 
Hiiiable  shall  be  selected  for  said  purpose. 

ANDREW  JACKSON^ 
Mojor  CSIba.  conmuincltiig. 

Don  Framoibgo  Caso  t  Lubn go, 

Oovemor  of  St,  Marias, 

No.  44. 
F.  €T.  Luengdio  Omeni  Jaeltaon, 

ArPALAOBfcoLA,  April  7, 1818. 

Moar  KxaaaLiRT  Sib:  1  should  inelsc on  what 
I  stated  to  yomr  exeelleBoy  in  my  letter  of  thta 
morningi  ae  to  the  necessity  of  awaitiuff  orders 
ftam  the  Qovemor  of  Peneacola  for  the  delivery 
o{  the  foil  under  my  command,  were  I  not,  in 
addition  to  what  your  exeelleney  says  in  yonr 
answer,  threatened  by  ytmr  aid-de*eamp  ana  the 
15th  Con.  2d  Ssaa*— 04 


oflleers  appointed  to  negotiate  on  the  subject,' 
and  had  not  so  large  a  body  of  troops  entered 
without  awaiting  my  permission,  and  taken  pos^ 
session  of  all  the  stores  and  posts,  lowering  the 
Spanish  fla^,  and  hoisting  the  American.  So 
manifest  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  His  Caiba* 
lie  Majesty  obliges  me  to  complain  of  it,  and  to 
protest agttiaat  it;  and  I  accordingly  do  protest  it, 
and  beg  of  yonr  excellency  to  provide^  as  speedily 
as  possible^  the  vessels  necessary  to  transport  me- 
to  Pensacola,  together  with  the  troops  and  those 
pereons  who  are  in  the  royal  employ;  and  also 
to  give  orders  that,  in  the  interim,  the  private^ 
property  and  effects  of  every  Spanish  individual* 
here  be  reepeoted.  With  respect  to  the  publio 
property  or  His  Cathohc  Majesty,  I  have  noA" 
mated  the  subaltern  of  the  detaohment  and  com* 
missary  of  the  fort  to  make,  with  three  oflBcerr 
whom  you  name  to  me,  an  inventory  thereof. 

I  repeat  to  your  excellency  my  respects,  and 
pray  to  Gtod  to  preserve  your  life  many  years. 

Moat  excellent  sir,  I  kiss  your  exeellenoy's 
handsu   Your  mosi  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

F.  CASO  Y  LUENQO. 

The  Most  Excellent  A.  Jackson. 

45. 

W.  Hamhly'a  cerHfiaUa,  Juljf  S4, 1818. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that,  during  my  long  reei*- 
deone  on  the  river  Appalachicola,  my  knowledge' 
of  the  Indian  language,  and  my  intimate  acquaint-^ 
anoe  with  the  different  ehiefs,  gave  me  manv  op* 
ptirtonitie&of  kaouMBg  through  them  the  adviee 
given  them,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Gbvernova 
of  West  Florida  hostile  to  the  United  Slates.    In 
the  year  1812  or  1813,  1  saw  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  fo  the  late  chief  of  the 
Seminoles,  Thomas  Perry  man,  advising  him  to 
collect  his  forces  and  join  his  Upper  Town  breth- 
ren, who  he  aaid  had  come  to  a  determinattoo  to  • 
rise  in  arms  and  shake  off  the  American  yoke; 
he  would  snpply  their  arms  and  ammunition ;  and  * 
he  said  he  was  sure  tbat^  ia  less  than  a  mootlk 
their  falters  and  protectors,  the  Sflaniards,  would ' 
have  a  sufficient  army  in  the  field  to  aid  and  pvo^'* 
teat  them.    Not  long  after  I  saw  this  letlei^  n : 
large  party  of  Indians  went  down  to  Peneacola^ 
where  they  received  a  large  suppl v  of  ammunttseo  - 
and  some  arms.    It  was  but  shortly  after  this  • 
when  they  attacked  and  destroyed  the  garriaoa  < 
of  Fort  Mieams ;  this  was  the  eommencement  of 
thafirst  Indian  war.  On  the  13th  of  December  las^ 
whan  on  my  plantation  on  the  Anpalaebloolaf  I 

1  Ekmiaole  in* 


was  made  a  prisoner  by  a  party  oi 
diapsy.and  waa  taken  ap  to  the  Oeheehee  blufb 
in  company  with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made  a 
prisoner  with  me ;  they  kept  us  there  three  day& 
during  which  time  they  were  busily  engaged 
with  some  transports  which  were  then  ascending 
the  river  to  Fort  Scott ;  from  thence  thev  took 
us  to  the  Mickasuky,  where  the  Indians  informed 
me  that  they  ,bad  been  told  by  the  commandaai 
of  8u  Mark's  that  war  was  declared  between 
Spain  and  the  United  Stales.  From  this  place  we . 
were  oanied  to  the  Suwance,  where  Kenhageey 
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priocipal  chief  of  the  Semiiolesi  told  me  that 
we  had  been  taken  and  robbed  bv  order  of  Arbuth- 
not, and  breoght  thereto  be  tried  by  him ;  shortly 
after  we  reached  this,  Arbuthnot  arrifed  from 
Providence,  when  we  were  tried  and  sentenced 
by  said  Arbuthnot  to  be  tortured  $  this  sentence 
was  not  pot  in  execution  by  the  friendly  inter- 
ference of  Mr.  Cook,  clerk  to  Arbuthnot,  and  the 
negro  chief  Nero;  we  were  then  conducted  back 
to  the  Mickasukv;  then  Kenhagee  went  down 
to  the  Fort  Si.  Mark's  to  consult  the  command- 
ant if  he  would  take  us  as  prisoners  to  keep  at 
his  order;  they  held  a  council  among  the  neigh* 
boring  chiefs,  and  on  the  fifth  day  he  returned, 
and  ordered  us  to  be  conducted  down  next  morn- 
ing ;  we  arrired  at  Si.  Mark's  on  the  12ih  Feb- 
uarv,  at  night ;  the  Spanish  officers  receired  as 
kindly,  but  the  commandant  did  not  forget  to  re* 
mind  us  that  we  were  still  prisoners,  and  marked 
out  that  night  the  limiu  of  our  prison,  which  he 
rigidly  kept  during  the  time  of  our  suy. 

riext  morning,  iho  first  thing  that  presented 
itself  to  m?  Tiew  was  my  saddle-horse  which 
had  been  taken  from  me  by  the  Indians ;  he  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  commissary.  I  men- 
tioned it  to  the  commandant,  but  he  said  that  he 
bought  him  of  an  lodiao,  and  he  could  do  no- 
thing in  it.  A  few  days  after,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  I  mentioned  it  to  the  Spanish  doc- 
tor; he  assured  me  that  two-thirds  of  the  prop- 
erty taken  from  us  by  the  Indians  had  been  bought 
by  them  and  others  in  the  fort.  The  plundered 
property  from  Georgia  was  every  day  briskly^ 
Dooght  by  the  commandant  and  others.  I  know 
one  instaoce  of  an  Indian  making  an  engage- 
ment with  the  commandant  for  cattle  that  he  was 
going  then  to  plunder,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
days  brought  them  in  and  sold  them.  On  our 
first  arrival  at  Sl  Mark-s,  we  had,  by  help  of  a 
friendly  Indian,  conveyed  intelligence  to  our 
ff lends  in  PensaeoU  of  our  situation,  and  they 
aent  as  on  a  small  vessel  to  effect  uar  escape;  on 
her  arrival,  the  commandant  said  to  us  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  our  getting  out  of  the  power 
of  ihe  Indian^  but  that  he  should  first  demand  a 
written  obligation  that  we  should  ncTer  return 
ta  that  country,  nor  hold  any  communication, 
direct  or  indirect,  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  uf  her  officers.  This  being  set- 
lied,  we  left  St.  Mark's  on  the  night  of  ihe  88th 
of  March,  and  joined  Captain  McKeever,  in  bis 

Knboau,  in  the  bay  of  Appalachicoia }  on  the 
th  returned  with  him  to  St.  Mark's,  where  we 
found  General  Jackson,  on  the  Oth  of  April.  Giv- 
en ander  my  hand  the  24tb  July. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLY. 

No.  46  a. 
W:  Htm^fy  and  E.  Doyk  to  Otmral  Jatkmn. 
FoBT  Oadsobh,  May  2, 1818. 

Sia:  We  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
low! og  facm: 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1817,  we  were  Tio- 
lenily  torn  from  our  settlement  on  the  Appala- 
chicoia rirer,  by  a  number  of  Indians,  headed  by 


Chenabby^  a  chief  of  the  Fowl  Town  crihe,  car- 
ried to  Biiekasnky,  and  delivered  to  JLtnhmg^ 
King  of  the  Mickasnkians.  Kenhagee  carried  as 
to  the  negro  towns  on  the  Sowanee,  and  thence 
to  the  Spanish  fort,  St.  Mark's,  to  the  cooinan* 
dant  of  which  he  delivered  as  as  prisoners  of  war, 
captured  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Arboihnot, 
reported  to  us  as  a  British  agenL  At  8u  Mark'i 
we  were  treated  as  prisoners,  and  not  permitted 
to  wander  beyond  the  walls  of  the  garriseo. 
While  at  that  post,  the  ingress  and  egress  of  la- 
dians  hostile  to  the  United  States  were  OBre> 
strained,  and  several  councils  were  bdd.  at  one 
of  which,  Kenhasee,  Kina  of  the  Mickasokiant. 
Francis,or  Hilli*  Uadjo,  Uaraathieinieo,  the  chief 
of  Kolemics,  all  of  the  old  Red  Stick  party,  and 
Jack  Mealy,  chief  of  the  Ochewas.  were  proent. 
When  it  was  reported  that  these  cniefs  and  their 
warriors  were  entering  Fort  St.  Mark's  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  a  couacil,  Hambly  represeatc^ 
to  the  commandant  the  impropriety  of  permit- 
ting such  proceedings  within  the  walls  of  a  Spaa- 
ish  fortress,  the  officer  of  which  was  bound  to  pre- 
serve and  enforce  the  treaties  existing  betweea 
the  King  of  Spain  and  the  United  States.  He 
replied  to  Hambly  with  some  degree  of  warmtb, 
observing  that  it  was  not  in  bis  power  to  prevent 
it.  On  the  Indians  coming  into  the  fort,  at  tbeir 
request  we  were  confined.  The  eoooeil  wu 
held  io  the  commandant's  quarters.  He,  the 
commandant,  was  present,  but  strictly  forbade 
the  intrusion  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  garri- 
son. The  Iodian«  were  in  the  habit  of  dririog 
to  Fort  St.  Mark's,  and  disposing  of  cattle  to  the 
commandant  and  other  Spanish  officers.  While 
at  that  post,  three  or  four  droves  were  brought 
in,  acknowledged  by  the  Indians  to  have  been 
stolen  from  the  citizeos  of  the  United  8utes,and 
purchased  by  the  Spaoish  officers.  We  were 
present  at  most  of  these  contracts,  and  Hambly 
was  often  referred  to  as  an  interpreter  between 
the  purchaser  and  seller.  Cheoabby,  a  Fowl 
Town  Indian,  once  applied  to  Hambly  to  men- 
tion to  the  commandant  that  he  aras  about  visit- 
ing the  frontiers  of  Georgia  on  a  plundering  ex- 
pedition, and  wi»hed  to  know  whether  he  woold 
purchase  the  cattle  brought  in*  A  cpntract  was 
entered  into,  and  Chenubbv,  some  time  after, 
brought  in  and  disposed  of  eleven  head  of  catile 
to  the  Spaoish  commandant  of  Fort  Sl  Mark's. 
These  same  cattle  were  those  purchased  by  yot 
from  the  comoMudaat as  his  private  property. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLY, 
KDWARD  DOTLK 

No.  46  k 

J.  GadMmle  Omm/ Jadbsw. 

Foar  Gadbobh,  May  t,  1818. 
Sir  :  la  conversation  with  the  conamaodaat  of 
Fort  St.Mark's,on  the  subjectof  hariagthat  work 
occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  I  bad  occasion 
to  notice  the  aid  and  comfort  the  hostile  party  of 
Indians  bad  received, as  reported  from  him;  that 
thev  had  free  acees*  within  the  walls  of  his  fort ; 
anci  that  it  was  well  kaown  no  small  aoppliea  ef 
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anmanitioa  bad  been  reeeifed  from  that  quarter. 
In  reply,  be  slated  that  his  conduct  bad  been 
governed  by  policy :  the  defeaceless  state  of  bis 
works,  aad  the  weakness  of  his  garrison,  com- 
pelled him  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  In- 
dians,  to  supply  iheir  wants,  to  grant  what  he  had 
not  t^e  power  to  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  with 
apparent  willingness,  the  gales  of  his  fortress, 
lest  they  should  be  forced  by  violence ;  that  he 
bad  been  repeatedly  threatened  by  Indians  and 
negroes;  and  that  bis  security  depended  upon 
ezoibiiing  ao  external  friendship.  After  Fort 
St.  Mark's  was  occupied  by  ihe  American  troops, 
a  black  man  and  Spanish  soldier  was  reported  to 
roe  as  having  been  arrested,  clad  in  American 
uniform,  recognised  as  part  of  the  clothing  of  the 
Ith  and  7ih  regiments,  captured  in  the  boat  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Scott,  in  ascending  the 
Appalachicola  river. 

In  ezplaDaiioo,  the  Spanish  commandant  ob- 
served that  his  soldiers  and  the  Seminole  Indians 
were  in  the  babit  of  trading  with  each  other, 
and  that  this  negro,  with  others  of  his  garrison, 
bad  received  his  permission  to  purchase  some 
clothing  reported  to  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
Indians.     Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  OADSDEN,  Aid^camp. 

Maj.  Qen.  A.  jACKaoM, 

No.  46  c 

M^ar  TkoiggM  to  Cfeneml  Jbdbefi» 

Fort  GADSDSir,  May  3, 1818. 

Sir  :  After  the  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark's 
ivitb  American  troops,  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  it 
)ecame  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  some  goods 
bund  in  one  of  the  public  stores. 

These  goods  were  pointed  out  by  the  Spanish 
iommandaot,  who,  through  Mr.  Hambly  as  in- 
erpreter,  separated  several  of  the  articles  claimed 
IS  his  own  private  property,  and  desisDated  otbera 
IS  the  property  of  Francis,  or  Hillis  Hadio, 
ind  Arbuthnot,  a  British  agent  or  trader.  An 
nveotory  of  these  was  taken,  and  deposited  with 
:he  American  officer  left  in  command  of  Fort 
5l  Mark's.    With  respect^dkc. 

D.  B.  TWIGGS, 

Brev.  Maj.  7  th  Infantry. 

I  certify  thai  I  acted  as  iaterprater  In  the  traoa- 
iction  above  alluded  to,  and  thai  two  separate 
^areola  of  goods  were  designated  by  the  Spanish 
somiiuindant  of  St.  Mark'k  as  belonging  to  Hitlis 
ElAdjo  and  Arbuthnot. 

WILLIAM  HAMBLY. 

No.46d 

J.  R.  Brooka  and  P.  Cone  to  General  Jaekeon. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that,  at 
the  capture  of  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Sast  Florida,  bv 
Major  General  A.  Jackson,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1818,  there  were  some  cattle  purchased  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  and  turned  over  to 
US,  which  we  are  of  opintod  had  been  driven 
from  the  fronliertf  of  Georgia,  (a  part  of  them  at 
least ;)  and  we  were  atfeagtheacd  in  oor  opittion 


by  a  number  of  oSears  ahd  mbn  from  Georgia 
onering  to  swear  to  a  number  of  them  as  the 
property  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

Given  under  oar  hands,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  thia 
3d  May,  1818. 

JACOB  R.  BROOKS,  . 
Acting  Coniractor^9  Agent.  U.  B.  A. 
PETER  CONE, 

Aemtant  Commuoary. 

No.  46  e. 
Andrew  P.  Phraser  and  Daniei  P.  SulUwtn  to  General 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  and  men  of  the 
Georgia  militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  at  Fort 
St.  Mark's,  Bast  Florida,  at  the  time  of  iu  cap* 
lure  by  Major  Geneml  Andrew  Jackson,  on  the 
7th  April,  1818,  and  saw  some  cattle  that  were 
purchased  on  aecoont  of  the  United  States  from 
the  Spanish  attihorities,  which  we  were  ready  to 
swear  to  as  the  property  of  oar  friends  and  neigh* 
bors  in  Georgia. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  Fort  Gadsden,  thii 
3d  May,  1818. 

A.  W.  FRABER,  Cbptoiii. 
D.  F.  SULLIVAN,  Cf.M.  SL 

No.  47  a. 
A.  Arhvthnot  to  LUutenant  Cohnd  NichoUe. 
NAasAU,  N.  P.,  Augutt  26»  1817. 

Sirs  I  am  eepecialiy  authorized  to  addresa 
you  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  whota 
names  I  affix  to  the  present. 

They  desire  it  to  be  made  known  that  they  have 
implicitly  followed  our  adviee  in  living  friendly 
with  the  Americans  who  were  their  neighbors, 
and  nowise  attempted  to  molest  them,  thoagh 
they  have  seen  the  Americane  encroach  on  their 
territory,  burning  their  towns,  and  making  Aelde 
where  their  houses  stood;  rather  than  maka 
resistance,  they  have  retired  lower  in  the  penin- 
sula. The  town  of  Ecan  HallowaV}  an  the  Chat* 
ahoochee.  where  Otomiseo  was  chief,  la  one  in* 
stanee  of  the  enroaehmeata  of  the  Americans. 
This  town  is  aiiuated  under  the  guns  of  Fort 
Gaines,  and  Mice  was  desired  to  submit  to  the 
Americans,  or  his  town  would  be  blown  to  atoma* 
Rather  than  do  this  he  retired,  is  now  living  in 
the  lower  nation,  and  his  ields,  where  the  town 
stood,  are  ploughed  ub  by  the  Americans.  Thef 
complain  of  theBoglish  Government  neglecting 
them,  after  having  drawn  them  into  a  war  with 
America  i  that  the  promise  made  them  of  sead*^ 
ing  people  to  reside  among  them  has  not  been 
kept;  and  if  they  have  not  some  person  or  per* 
sons  10  reside  in  the  nation  to  watch  over  their 
intereatB,  they  will  soon  be  driven  to  the  extremity 
of  the  peninsula.  You  left  Mr.  Hambly  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  the  Creek  nation,  but  you 
had  hardly  left  the  nation  when  he  turned  trai- 
tor, and  was  led  by  Forbes  to  take  the  part  of 
the  Americana.  His  letter  (No.  47  b.)  to  me, 
of  which  I  annex  a  oopy,  will  show  you  what 
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It^bs  he  would  go  if  he  had  the  means.  It  is 
HamUy  and  Doyle  who  gave  tba  Indians  all  the 
trouble  they  experience.  They  send  their  emis- 
saries among  the  Lower  Creeks,  and  make  them 
believe  that  the  Cowetas,  aided  by  the  Americans, 
are  coming  down  on  Uiem.  They  send  to  the 
Cowetas,  aad  report  that  the  lower  nation  is 
arming  against  them.  Thns  both  are  pnt  in  fear, 
and  their  fields  are  neglected,  and  hunting  is  not 
thooght  of.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  away  this 
fear,  by  writing  to  the  chiefs  of  Coweta  town 
that  they  <t)agbt  to  live  on  friendly  terms  with 
their  brethren  of  the  lower  nation,  whose  wish  it 
was  to  be  on  good  terms  with  them,  and  not  to 
listen  to  any  bad  talks,  hut  to  chase  thoee  thai  give 
them  from  among  them.  M  y  letter  was  answered 
by  them  rather  favorably ;  and  I  hope  the  talk  that 
waa  sent  to  the  Big  Warrior  last  Jane  will  heal 
the  differences  between  them. 

Htliis  Hadjo  arrived  ia  my  schooner  at  Oeb- 
laahnee  Sound  last  June,  and  was  well  received 
by  all  the  chiefs  and  others  who  caflM  to  welcome 
him  home.  In  consequence  of  his  arrival,  a  talk 
was  held,  the  substance  of  which  I  put  on  paper 
for  them,  and  it  was  aeot,  with  a  pipe  of  peace,  to 
the  other  nations. 

HiUk  HadJo  wished  to  return  to  Nassau  with 
me,  but  I  prevailed  on  him  to' stay  with  the  na- 
tion and  keep  them  all  at  peace. 

I  am  desired  to  return  HUlis  Hadjo's  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  haadsome  meaner 
in  which  you  treated  him  in  England ;  and  he 
begs  his  prayers  may  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent.  I  leA  him 
aao  all  his  family  well  on  the  20th  of  Jone.^ 

Old  Cappaehimico  desired  me  to  send  you  his 
beet  respects,  and  requests  you  will  send  him  eot 
some  people  to  live  among  them,  and  all  the  land 
they  took  from  Forbes  shall  be  theire.  At  aU 
events,  they  must  have  an  agent  among  them, 
to  see  that  the  Americans  adhere  to  the  treaty, 
and  permit  them  to  live  nnuiolested  an  their  own 
land.  This  agent  should  be  authorized  by  His 
Majesty's  Government,  or  he  will  not  he  attended 
to  by  the  Americans. 

Jn  the  gazettes  of  Georgia,  the  Americans  report 
that  the  Seminole  ladians  are  continually  com- 
mitling  mardera  on  their  borders,  and  making 
iacnrsioos  into  the  State.  These  ave  public*- 
tions  tending  to  irritate  the  American  Govern* 
ment.agaiastthe  poor  Indiaaa;  for,  during  the 
time  I  «us  in  the  nation,  there  was  only  one 
American  kiUed ;  and  be,  with  two  others,  was 
in  the  act  of  driving  off  eattle  belongiag  to  B^ 
]adk,.chiaf  of  Su wanee ;  whereas,  three  men  and 
^  hoy  were  killed  last  June,  by  a  party  of  eattlei> 
seealerst  whik  in-lheir  hunting-oamps;  the  hay 
tbay  scalped.;  and  one  of  Boleck's  bea<lmen  was 
killed  on  84.  John's  river  in  July.  The  hack* 
woods  Georgians,  and  those  resident  on  the  her- 
ders  of  the  Indian  nation  are  oontinuaily  entering 
it  aad  driving  off  cattle.  They  have  in  some  in- 
stances made  settlements,  aad  particularly  on  the 
Chootawhaichy  t irer^  where  a  coasid«rable  num- 
ber have  descended. 

By  th«  treaty  with  Grant  Britain^  the  ABMri*> 


cans  were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  all  the  lands 
that  may  have  been  taken  during  the  war,  aad 
place  them  on  the  same  footing  they  were  in 
Choetawhatchy  in  1811.  It  appears  that  they 
have  not  done  so;  that  Fort  (Saines,  on  the  Chtt- 
ahoochee  river,  and  Camp  Crawford,  on  the  Vlmt 
river,  are  both  on  Indian  territory  that  was  not  in 
possession  of  the  Americans  in  1811. 

Thej  are  fearful  that,  before  any  aid  is  f  ivea 
them  oy  the  English  Gfovernment,  they  will  no 
longer  be  in  possession  of  any  territory.  I  wrote 
last  January  to  his  excellency  the  Hon.  Charles 
Bagotj  representing  the  encroachments  of  the 
Americans,  fasl  was  Informed,  by  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  tne  Right  Hon.  Earl  Biathorst,  handed 
me  by  his  excellency  Governor  Cameron,  that 
His  Majesty's  ambassadors  had  received  orders 
to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  Indians.)  Since 
my  return  here,  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Moodie, 
of  Charleston,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Charles  Bagot,  that  the  expense  of  posugt 
is  so  considerable  that  any  further  commoaica- 
tions  of  the  same  natare  must  be  sent  him  by  pri- 
vate hands.  Now,  sir,  as  no  person  goes  direct 
from  this  to  Washington,  how  am  I  to  be  able  10 
comply  with  this  desire?  Thus,  he  will  be  kept 
ignorant  of  the  real  situation  of  the  poor  lodiaos, 
and  the  encroachmenu  made  on  their  laod^i  by 
American  settlers,  while  we  may  be  told  by  the 
American  Government  that  no  encroachmenu 
have  been  mad^  and  that  the  foru  thay  atill  hold 
are  neoessary  to  check  the  unruly  Seminoles. 
Thus,  the  persons  appointed  to  watch  over  the 
poor  Indians  have  no  other  means  of  infornatioa 
than  from  the  parlies  interested  in  their  destruc- 
tion ;  and,  from  seeing,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
American  gazettes,  accounts  of  cruel  mnrdeis, 
^bc,  committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier 
settlers  of  the  United  States,  he  apprehends  the 
Indians  merit  all  the  Americans  do  to  them.  Bm 
let  His  Majesty's  Gk>vernment  appoint  an  agent 
with  foil  powers,  and  to  correspond  with  His 
Majesty'd  ambassador  at  Washiogtont  and  his 
eyes  will  then  be  open  as  to  the  motives  that  in- 
fluence American  individuals,  as  w^I  as  the  Qor- 
ernroent,  in  vilifying  the  Indians. 

The  powers  given  me  and  the  instructions  were 
to  memorialize  His  M'tjesty's  Gtoveroment,  as 
weU  tts  the  Governor  General  of  Havana ;  hat  if 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  thia  letter  hefora  Hb 
MajestyVi  SecreUry  of  Smte,  it  will  save  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  Aral,  aad  I  fear  that  a  memorial  to 
the  Governor  General  would  be  of  no  uaai  Re- 
ferring'you  ia  tha  enolaied,  (No.  47  6,)  I  remain, 
most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A«  ARBUTHNOT. 

To  Lt.  Col.  NioaoLLa. 

* 

No.  47  b. 

£ztratt  of  a  Idler  from  W,  Hamhly  to  A»  Ar^uikm^ 
rtcdoedat  Oehbehnee  Sow%d^daUd 

SFAMiaH  BLUpr,  Mmy  10,  1817. 
.    Sir:  I  am  desired  by  the  chiefa  of  tha  naiioik 
to  rai}«est  yon  will  aztricata  yourselrea  from 
among  a  hand  of  aacUiw%  among  whom  you  now 
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are,  for  tke  arm  of  jtutice  u  lifted  up  agakist 
them,  and  it  will,  ere  long,  fall  heavy  upon  them, 
you,  an4  yoar  property.  They  say  they  would 
have  no  objection  to  your  setuiog  any  way  the 
west  of  Appalaehicola  river ;  boi,  where  yon  now 
are,  you  are  among  a  set  of  outlaws.  They  have 
lately  committed  twenty  most  cruel  maroers  on 
women  and  children  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  stoleo  one  hundred  horaas}  aad 
they  say  it  is  by  your  desire. 

W.  HAMBLY- 

No.  47.  c. 

Signaiuret  of  the  ehiefi  of  the  Creek  nation  lo  a 
power  gioen  to  A.  ArMhnot,  dated  the  17/A  June, 
1817. 

GappaehimicOi  Inhimitbaluehv. 

Inhimathlo,  Lahoe  Himatnlo^ 

Charle  Tustonaky,        Homathlemieo, 
Otosmieo,  Talmuches  Hatcho, 

Ocbacona  Tustonaky,    Hillis  Hadjo, 
Imathlucbe,  Opothlimico. 

Interpreter,  Peter  Shuqebt. 

Approved  of  by       F.  C.  LUSNQO, 

Ommandant  pf  St.  Marki. 

No.  48. 
Isiengo  to  Jrkutkmot* 
Appalacbioola,  Dee*1t5f  1817. 

Sir  ahd  Friend:  Affairs  having  assumed  a 
serious  aspect  between  the  savsges  and  the  Amer- 
icans, and  not  doubting  that  the  storm  will  pass 
this  way.  I  entertain  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  your  little  objects,  and  believe  it  to  be  your 
interest  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  removing  uiem 
from  hence.  ^ 

I  shall  be  hajppy  to  see  you,  that  I  may  have 
the  pleasure  or  embracing  you,  and  an  opportn* 
nity  of  conversing  with  you  on  the  politics  of  the 
day;  which,  under  exisnog  circumstances,  it  is 
improper  to  commit  to  paper.  In  the  expectation 
of  this  pleasure,  I  am,  with  my  little  family, 

Sir,  your  very  affectionate  servant  and  friend. 

FR.  CASO  Y  LUEIf ao. 

No.  49. 

Mmuiee  of  ike  proeeedinge  of  a  opeeiai  oomrtf  organ* 
ised  agreeably  to  the  following  order,  witt 

HsADa'aa,  Division  op  the  Sotn'H, 
A^  a^'a  Offlco,  Ft.  at.  Marino, 

AprU  as,  1818. 
GENERAL  OKDBR. 

The  following  detail  will  compose  a  special 
court,  to  convene  at  this  post,  at  tne  hour  of  12 
M.,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges 
exhibited  against  A.  Arbuthnot,  Robert  Christie 
Ambrister,  and  such  others  who  are  similarly  sit* 
uated,a9  may  be  brought  before  it: 

The  court  will  record  all  the  documents  and 
testimony  in  the  several  cases,  and  their  opinion 
M  to  the  yuilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners ;  and 
^hat  punishment,  if  any,  should  be  .inflicted. 

UETAIL. 

Mi(}oi  Gkaetal  £L  P.  Qainesy  piesideai. 


Colonel  King,  4th  iafaotry. 

Colooai  Wiiriamsoo,  Tennessee  volunieers. 

Lieutenant  Col.  GMbsoo,  Tennessee  Totunteeff • 

llaior  Mahlenberg,  4th  infanuy. 

Major  Moatgomery,  7th  inftintry. 

Captain  Vashoo,  Tth  infaairv* 

Colonel  Dyer,  Tennessee  volonteers. 

Lieuteaaat  Colonel  Lindsay,  corps  artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  Elliott,  Tennessee  volunteers. 

Major  Fanatag,  corps  artillery. 

Major  Bfiaton,  Qeoivia  militia. 

Captain  Crkteadea, Xentoeky  voltBteers. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  GHassell,  4th  infantry,  recorder. 

An  orderly  will  be  detailed  from  Gen.  Gaines's 
brigade;  and  the  court  will  sit  without  regard  to 
hours. 
By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  Jaccron  : 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

AdJittiM  OeneraL 

Fort  8t.  Mamc^,  ApHl  S8, 1818. 

The  court  convened,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
order;  when,  being  duly  sworn  tn  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner,  and  he  being  asked  if  he  had  any 
oiijeetions  to  any  member  thereof,  and  replying 
in  the  negative,  the  following  charges  and  speci- 
fications were  read^  via : 

CJ^angeo  ^(gainet  A.  Arbutknot,  now  in  enetody,  and 
wko «sy#  koiomBriiiek tubfeti. 

Charor  1.  Exciting  nod  stirring  up  the  Creek 
Indkas  lo  war  agaiast  the  United  States  and  her 
eicizene,  he^  A.  Arbuthnot,  being  a  subject  of 
Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  States  ate 
at  peaoe. 

Spoeifkatim.  That  the  said  A.  Arbuthnot,  be- 
tween the  months  of  May  and  July,  or  some  time 
in  June,  1817,  wrote  a  lecur  to  the  Little  Prinee, 
exhorting  and  advising  him  not  to  oomplf  with 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  Mating  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Sutes  were  infringing  on  the 
Treaty  of  Gheat,  as  he  believed,  without  the 
knowledge  of  tke  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States^  and  advisiMtbe  Upper  and  Lower  Creeks 
Co  Quite  and  be  Ineadly,  statinjg  that  Williata 
Hambly  was  the  cause  of  their  disptMes^  also  ad- 
▼iaing  the  Little  Prince  to  write  to  the  Qovemor 
of  New  Providence,  who  would  write  to  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  through 
whom  the  United  Slates  would  be  called  to  a 
compliaaoe  with  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  ad- 
visiiig  them  not  to  give  up  their  lands  under  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  fbr  that  the  Amerieaa 
citizens  would  be  compelled  to  give  up  to  them 
all  their  lands  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Charor  2.  Acting  as  a  spy,  aad  aidiog,  abet- 
ting, and  comforting  che^nemyj  supplying  them 
widi  the  meaas  of  war. 

BpaeUkatkm  1.  In  writioff  e  letter  from  St. 
Mark's  fort,  dated  April  2, 1818,  to  his  son  John» 
at  Suwanee,  (marked  A,)  detailhig  the  advance 
of  the  army  uader  General  Jackson,  stating  their 
feroe,  probabie.movements^  and  iiMentioos,  to  be 
ooBmunieated  to  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of  tha  Sa« 
wanee  towns,  for  his  government. 
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Spedfication  2.  In  writipff  the  letters  marked 
B,  without  date,  and  C,  with  eDcloaares,  Jao.  87. 
1818;  and  D,  called  '^a  note  of  Indian  talks;^  and 
B|  without  date,  applying  to  the  British  OoTern- 
ment,  th rough  Governor  Cameron,  for  munitions 
of  war  and  assistance  for  our  enemies ;  making 
false  representations^  and  also  applying  to  Mr. 
Bagot,  British  Ambassador,  for  his  mterferenee, 
with  a  statement,  on  the  hack  of  one  of  the  let- 
ters, of  munitions  of  war  for  the  enemy. 

Cbargb  3.  fiiciting  the  Indians  to  murder 
and  destroy  William  Hambly  and  Sdmund 
Doyle,  and  causing  their  arrest,  with  m  view  to 
their  condemnation  to  .death,  and  the  seizure  of 
their  property,  on  account  of  their  aetire  and 
zealous  exertions  to  maintain  peace  between 
Spain,  the  United  States,  and  the  Indians,  they 
being  citizens  of  the  Spanish  Qovernment. 

Speeificaiion  1.  In  writing  the  letters  marked 
F,  dated  August  26,  1817;  O,  dated  May  13, 
1817;  and  H,  threatening  them  with  death,  al- 
leging against  them  false  and  infamous  charges, 
and  using  every  means  in  his  power  to  procure 
their  arrest;  all  which  writings  and  sayings  ez- 
. cited,  and  had  a  tendency  to  excite,  the  Indians 
and  negroes  to  acts  of  hostility  with  the  United 
States. 
By  order  of  the  court ; 

J.  M.  GLASSELL, 
Recorder* 
To  which  charges  and  specifications  the  pris- 
oner pleaded  not  ffuilty. 

The  prisoner  having  made  application  for 
.counsel,  it  was  granted  him,  when  the  court  pro- 
ceeded to  the  examination  of  the  evidence. 

John  Wimslbtt,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
inrosecotioo,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that  some 
titne  before  last  July  the  Little  Prince  received 
a  letter,  signed  by  a  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  advising  the 
upper  pan  of  the  nation  to  unite  with  the  lower 
chiefs  in  amity,  and  slating  that  the  best  mode 
for  them  to  repossess  themselves  of  their  lands 
would  be  to  write  to  him,  (Arbuthnot,)  and  he 
would  send  on  their  complaints  to  the  Governor 
of  Providence,  whence  it  would  be  forwarded  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  he  would  have  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  aueaded  to;  he, 
moreover,  suted  his  belief  that  the  encroach* 
nents  on  the  Indian  lands  were  unknown  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  witness 
also  identified  the  sigaatuie  of  the  letter  of  the 
prisoner  to  his  soo,  marked  A.  referred  to  in  the 
first  specification  to  the  second  charge,  and  here- 
tofore noted  as  being  the  same  with  that  sent  to 
the  Little  Prince. 

The  witness,  on  being  further  interrogated, 
atated  the  language  of  the  letter  alluded  to  to  be, 
that  ihe  British  Government,  on  application, 
would  cause  to  be  restored  to  tliem  tneir  lands 
they  held  in  1811|  agreeably  to  the  teraas  of  the 
Treaty  ot  Qht-nt. 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Who  is  the  Little 
Prince,  or  19  he  known  by  any  other  name  ? 

Answer.  He  is  known  by  the  Jiame  of  Tusten- 
iiu||gee  Hopoy,  and  is  the  second  cbief  of  the 
nation. 


daestion.  Where  is  the  letter  yoa  allude  to,  or 
in  whose  possession  ? 

Answer.   It  was  left  in  the  posaeaaioa  of  the 
Little  Prince  when  I  last  saw  it. 

Question.    Has  this  Little  Prince  no  olbcr 
name  than  what  you  state  7 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Question.  Do  you  swear  that  the  letter  alluded 
to  was  addressed  to  the  Little  Prince  7 

Answer.  I  do  not.  It  was  presented  to  me  by 
the  Little  Prince  to  read  and  interpret  for  him, 
which  I  did. 

Question.  Are  you  certain  that  the  letter  stated 
that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  Sutes 
could  have  had  no  knowledge  of  settlements 
made  on  Indian  land,  or  injuries  committed? 

Answer.  The  letter  stated  that  to  be  the  belief 
of  the  writer. 

John  Lewis  Pfisinx,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stateo,  with 
regard  to  the  first  specineation  of  the  secosd 
charge,  that,  being  at  8uwanee,in  tbe  town,  about 
the  otn  or  7ih  of  April,  he  was  awakened  early 
in  the  morning  by  Mr.  Ambrister's  receiving,  by 
the  hands  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  an  Indiao, 
a  letter  from  St.  Marks,  at  that  time  stated  by 
Ambrister  to  be  from  the  prisoner. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Did  yon  see  that 
letter,  or  hear  it  read  1 

Answer.  I  did  see  the  paper,  bat  I  did  not  hear 
it  read. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Did  yon  state  that 
the  letter  was  received  by  an  Indian  express  ? 

Answer.  So  the  black  man  that  driivered  it 
said. 

A  question  being  raised  by  a  member  of  the 
court  as  to  their  jurisdiction  on  the  third  charge, 
and  its  specification,  the  doors  were  dosed,  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  they  decided  that  ibis 
court  is  incoropeient  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
ofiTences  alleged  in  that  charge  and  specification. 
PfiTBa  B.  CooEU  a  former  clerk  to  the  prisooer, 
and  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  being 
duly  sworn,  stated  that,  about  December  or  Jan- 
uary last,  tne  prisoner  had  a  large  quantity  of 
powder  and  lead  brought  to  Suwanee  in  his  ves* 
sel,  which  he  sold  to  the  Indians  and  negroes; 
that  subsequent  to  that  time,  whieh  he  cannot 
recollect,  Ambrister  brought  for  the  prisoner  la 
his  (the  prisoner's)  vessel  nine  kegs  of  powder, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  lead,  which  were  taken 
possession  of  by  the  negroes.  The  ^witness  also 
identified  the  letters  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
charges  and  spec ificaiions,  marked  A,  B,  C^,  S, 
F,  G,  and  H;  also,  the  power  of  attorney,  No.  1^ 

S anted  by  the  Indians  to  A.  Arbuthno^  being 
e  prisoner's  handwriting. 
Question  by  the  court.  Have  yoa  at  anj  time 
within  the  last  twelve  months  heard  an/ conver- 
sation between  the  prisoner  and  the  chief  called 
Bowlegs  relating  to  the  war  between  the  Uoiied 
States  and  the  Seminoles  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bowlegs  that 
he  had  sent  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and 

1  expected  soon  to  have  an  answer.    Some  time 
afterwards,  aome  of  the  negroes  donbted  kis  ear- 
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ry log' those  letlen.  when  the  primmer  stated  that 
he  had,  but,  the  aistaace  being'  great,  it  woold 
take  some  ttme  to  receive  aa  answer. 

By  the  eoort.  Stace  to  the  court  wheo  and 
where  you  first  saw  the  letter  signed  A.  Arbath- 
not,  dated' ApriJ  %  1818,  referred  to  in  the  first 
specification  of  the  second  charge. 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  April,  a  black  man, 
who  said  he  had  received  it  from  an  Indian  ga?e 
it  lo  Mr.  Ambrtater,  whom  I  saw  reading  it. 

dnestioo  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  by  what 
means  that  letter  was  conveyed  to  Suwanee? 

Answer.  I  understood  by  an  Indian  who  was 
sent  from  Fort  St.  Mark's. 

Question  by  the  court.  Who  paid  the  Indian 
{oi  carrying  tbe  letter  referred  to  in  the  last  in- 
terrogatory? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 
Question  hy  the  court.  What  steps  were  taken 
by  the  negroes  and  Indians  on  the  receipt  of  the 
letter? 

Answer.  The^  at  first  beliered  the  bearer  an 
enemy,  and  connned  him,  but,  learning  the  con- 
trary, began  to  prepare  for  tbe  enemy,  and  tbe 
removal  of  their  families  and  efivcts  across  the 
river;  the  Indians  lived  on  the  opposite  side. 

Q^uestion  by  the  court.  Did  tbe  Indians  and 
negroes  act  together  in  the  performance  of  mili- 
tary duty  ? 

Answer.  No  \  but  they  always  said  they  would 
fight  together. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  Did  not  Nero  com- 
mand the  blacks,  and  did  not  Bowlegs  own  Nero, 
and  was  not  the  latter  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Bowlegs? 

Answer.  Nero  commanded  the  blacks,  and 
was  owned  and  commanded  by  Bowlegs;  but 
there  were  some  negro  captains  who  obeyed 
none  but  Nero. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  vessel  brought 
to  Suwanee  the  ammuoition  which  you  said  was 
sold  by  the  prisoner  to  tbe  Indians  and  negroes? 
Answer.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lying  at 
the  wharf;  she  is  a  foretopsail  vessel  belonging 
to  the  prisoner. 

The  witness  also  identified  the  manuscript  of 
the  prisoner  in  a  paper  granting  hifti  full  power 
to  act  in  all  cases  for  the  Indians,  numbered  1 ; 
and,  also,  a  letter,  without  signature,  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Augustine,  numbered  2;  further,  a 
letter,  without  date,  to  Mr.  Mitchell,    Indian 
agent,  numbered  3;  and  an  unsigned  petition  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Greek  nation  to  Gover- 
nor Cameron,  praying  his  aid  in  men  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  numoered  4;  all  of  which  the  wit- 
ness stated  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the  pris- 
oner. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
titorning  at  7  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  AprU  27, 1818. 
Tbe  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Major  General  B.  P.  Qaihrs,  Preet- 
deal. 

Afem6erf.* 


Cdonel  King, 


Lieut.  Colonel  Qibton, 


Colonel  Williamson,  Major  Muhlenberg, 
Major  Montgomery,  Lieut.  Col.  Elliott, 
Captain  Vsthon,  Major  Fanning, 

Colonel  Dyer,  Major  Minton, 

Lieut.  Col.  Lindsay,     Captain  Crittenden. 

Lieutenant  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder, 

When  the  further  eiamiaation  of  the  witness, 
Piter  B.  Cook,  took  place,  viz: 

Cioestion  by  the  prisoner.  How  long  have  yon 
been  acquainted  with  the  settlement  on  the  Su- 
wanee 7 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  months. 

dueation.  For  what  term  of  years  did  you  en- 
gase  to  live  with  the  prisoner? 

Answer.  For  no  stated  period :  I  was  taken  by 
the  year. 

Question.  Were  you  not  discharged  by  the 
prisoner  from  his  employ  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  bad  no  further  use  for 
me  aAer  I  had  written  the  letters  to  Providence. 

Ciuestion.  Where  did  you  stay  after  you  were 
discharged? 

Answer.  I  staid  in  a  small  house  belonging  to 
a  boy  called  St.  John,  under  the  protection  of 
Nero. 

doestion.  What  was  the  subject-matter  of  tbe 
letters  you  wrote  to  Providence? 

Answer.  After  being  refused  by  the  prisoner  a 
small  venture  to  Providence,  I  wrote  to  my  friends 
for  the  means  to  trade  by  myself. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  prisoner  bkd 
knowledge  of  the  venture  being  on  board  (he 
schooner? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  had ;  it  was  small 
and  in  my  trunk. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Ambrlster  Wlis 
the  agent  of  the  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  von  think  that  the  powder  and 
lead  shipped  would  more  than  supply  the  Indians 
and  negro  hunters  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not  see  the  powder  and  lead 
myself,  but  was  told  by  Bowlegs  that  he  had  a 
great  quantity ;  he  had  three  kegs, keeping  to  fight 
with. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  reside  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  You  were  asked  of  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  when  the  letter  marked  A  was  commu- 
nicated, if  they  did  not  take  up  arms ;  had  they 
received  information  of  the  defeat  of  the  Indians 
at  Mickasoky  prior  to  this  date? 

Answer.  It  was  afterwards,  I  believe,  that  they 
received  the  information. 

Question.  Did  not  Bowlegs  keep  other  powder 
than  that  got  from  the  prisoner  ? 

Answer.  He  had  some  he  ^ot  from  the  BIoi( 
which  was  nearly  done ;  he  said  his  hunters  were 
always  bothering  him  about  powder. 

Question.  Did  you  state  that,  at  the  time  Am- 
brlster ascended  tbe  river,  there  was  no  other 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ? 

Answer.  There  was  none  other  there ;  there 
was  one  had  sailed. 

Question.   There  is  a  letter  (A)  spoken  of; 
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how  do  you  know  that  the  son  of  the  prisooer 
had  that  letter  in  his  potsession  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  with  it,  which  he  dropped, 
and  a  boy  called  John  picked  it  op  and  gare  it 
to  me. 

Question.  Tou  stated  that  the  Indians  and 
negroes  doubted  the  fidelity  of  the  prisoner  in 
aendioff  letters  to  the  Prince  Reffent;  do  yoa 
think  that  the  prisoner  would  have  been  ponisned 
by  them  had  he  not  complied  with  their  wishes  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Ciuestion.  Do  you  believe  that  the  prisoner  was 
compelled  to  write  the  Indian  commonicatioos? 

Answer.  He  was  not  compelled. 

WtLLiAM  Hamblt,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  beinff  duly  sworn',  and  commen- 
cing a  statement  of  what  he  heard  the  chiefs 
say,  and  the  prisoner  objecting  to  hearsay  eri- 
dence  of  that  kind,  the  court  was  cleared,  in 
order  to  take  the  question ;  when  it  was  decided 
that  the  prisoner's  objection  was  not  valid.  The 
witness  was,  therefore,  recalled,  and  stated  that, 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  after  the  prisoner's  arri- 
Tal  at  Ochlochnee,  the  Seminole  Indians  began 
to  steal  horses  from  the  United  States  settle- 
ments, and  commit  murders  on  the  Satilla  lirer, 
which,  be  yfu  informed  by  them,  was  at  the  in- 
atijnition  of  the  prisoner. 

The  chiefs  ot  the  little  villages  in  the  wit- 
ness's neighborhood  then  desireahim  to  write  a 
iiew  lines  to  the  prisoner,  stating  those  reports, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  that  those  Indians  he 
was  exciting  had  long  been  outlawed,  and  cau- 
tioned him  against  such  proceedings,  or  he  might 
be  involved  in  their  ruin.  This  the  witness  did, 
when  the  prisoner  wrote  him  a  lona;  and  inaalt- 
ing  letter,  (^which  was  lost,)  upbraiding  the  wit- 
ness for  calling  those  Indians  outlaws,  and  accu- 
aing  him  of  excitinff  the  Indians  to  cruel  war. 
The  witness  was  told  by  all  the  chiefs  and  In- 
dians who  had  seen  the  prisoner  that  he  advised 
them  to  go  to  war  with  the  United  States  if  they 
did  not  surrender  the  lands  which  had  been  taken 
fcom  them,  and  that  the  British  Qoverament 
would  support  them  in  it. 

The  Indians  who  took  the  witness  and  a  Mr. 
Doyle  prisoners,  which  happened  on  the  thir- 
teenth nay  of  December  last,  told  them  it  was 
a  the  prisoner's  order;  and  on  their  arrival  at 
ickasuky,  (as  prisoners,)  Kenhagee,  and  all 
his  chiefs,  told  them  it  was  by  the  prisoner's 
orders  they  were  taken  and  robbed.  On  their 
arrival  at  Suwanee,  they  were  told  bv  the  Indian 
and  negro  chiefs,  who  sat  in  counoif  over  them, 
that  the  prisoner  had  advised  that  he  should  be 
given  up  to  five  or  six  Choctaw  Indians,  who 
were  saved  from  the  negro  fort  who  would  re- 
-"▼enge  themselves  for  the  loss  or  their  friends  at 
that  place.  On  their  return  from  Suwanee,  the 
chiet  Kenhagee  told  them  that  he  had  got  the 
prisoner  to  write  several  letters  for  him  i  one  to 
the  Governor  of  Providence,  one  to  the  British 
Minister  at  Washington,  one  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  London,  and  one  to  the  American  agent 
for  Indian  afiairs,  protesting  against  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commanding  oficer  at  Fort  Scott. 


While  the  witness  was  at  Suwmace,  the  lodiaa 
chief  told  him  that  the  prisoner  had  arrivH^i  mt 
that  place  with  ten  k^  of  powder  oa  board  of 
his  vessel;  and,  while  in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  aome- 
time  in  March,  Hillis  Hadjo,orFrmDeis,bcoagkt 
an  order  from  the  prisooer  to  the  eommandaftt 
for  two  ke^  of  powder,  with  other  aftieUs, 
which  were  in  his  possession. 

Ciuestioa  by  the  court.  Were  any  murders  or 
depredations  committed  on  the  white  settlements 
by  the  Indians  previous  to  the  prtaoicv^  arrival 
at  Ochlochi»ee  ? 

Answer.  None,  except  one  m«rder  near  Fort 
Qaines,  which  was  before  or  about  the  time  of 
the  prisoner's  arrival. 

Q^iestion.  How  long  have  yoa  resided  among 
the  Indians?  State  to  the  court  whether  yoa 
are  acquainted  with  the  Indian  language,  and 
how  long^since  you  leariued  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  resided  amonff  them  foarteea 
years,  and  have  understood  their langaage  twelve 
years. 

Question.  Do  yoa  believe  the  Seminoleswonld 
have  commenced  the  business  of  murder  and 
depredation  on  the  white  settlements  had  it  not 
been  at  the  instigation  of  the  prisouer,  and  a 
promise,  on  his  part,  of  British  proteeticMi  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  would  withoat 
being  assured  of  British  protection. 

Qruestion.  What  was  the  light  in  which  the 
prisoner  was  viewed  by  the  hostile  Seminoles; 
was  it  that  of  an  authorized  agent  of  the  British 
Government  ? 

Answer.  The  different  chiefs  always  repre- 
sented him  to  me  as  such. 

The  witnett  rec^^nised  the  letter  marked  6, 
and  signed  A.  Arbathaot,  as  being  a  eopy  oC  the 
one  alluded  to  in  his  testimonj  as  ioaL 

Ciuestion  by  the  president.  Are  yon  acquainted 
with  the  prisoner's  handwriting  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it,  but  cannot  say  I  an 
acquainted  with  it. 

Question.  Is  that  which  you  have  just  seen, 
and  say  is  the  copy  of  the  one  you  lost,  the  pris- 
oner's handwriting? 

Answer.  It  looks  to  be  his  handwriting,  bat  I 
cannot  sayfiositively. 

^estioo.  Was  the  prisoner  eoosidered  as  the 
agent  of  the  Seminoles  at  the  time  those  mnrdeis 
were  committed? 

Answer.  I  had  not  seen  the  prisoner  at  thic 
time;  the  Indian  chiefs  toLd  me  that  tlie  prisoaer 
had  reported  himself  to  them  as  an  Bnglish  ageat. 

QiUestion.  Where  did  you  uaderatand  the  pris- 
oner to  be  when  vou  were  uken  priaoacr? 

Answer.  The  Indians  told  us  that  he  had  gone 
over  to  Providence,  but  was  expected  back  by  the 
tiflde  we  should  arrive  at  Suwanee. 

duestion.  Did  you  not  request  Kenhagee  to 
prevail  upon  the  prisoner  to  give  you  a  passage 
in  his  schooner  to  Providence  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  hut  was  told  that  the  prisoaer 
rrfoaed  it,  sutiag  that,  if  we  were  forecd  upon 
him,  he  would  blindfold  us,  and  make  os  wayc 
overboard. 

Question.  What  were  the  reasons  given  hv 
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CeQhagee  for  tha  puBOoer'i  not  fOJiting  yopr 
equest  ? 

AD8w«r«  Kenhagee  stated  that  tb«  pritoaer  wan 
earful  of  meeting  with  an  Aroericaa  f  eiael,  when 
re  should  be  takfen  out,  aad  he  thereby  lose  his 
choouer. 

Edmumo  Dotlb,  a  witaets  on  the  |«rt  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  awarni  was  questioned 
m  follows : 

Question  by  the  judge  adroeaie.  Do  yon  know 
jiything  that  woald  tend  to  sobetantiate  the 
barges  against  the  prisoner  now  before  yon? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  but  froon  common 
•port. 

WiLLiAji  S.  Fdlton,  an  evidence  on  the  part 
f  the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  to 
be  cQpy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbuthnot  to  Gen- 
ral  Mitchell,  agent  for  Indian  afTairs,  dated  Su- 
ranee,  Janaary  19,  1818.  and  marked  No.  6,  as 
ckoftwledg^d  hy  the  prisoner  to  be  the  same,  in 
ubstanee,  as  one  written  by  himself  at  that  time ; 
Q  extract  from  that  letter  was  then  read  to  the 
curt. 

doesttoA  by  the  president.  Where  did  the 
irisoner  acknowledge  the  letter  just  read  to  be 

copy  of  the  one  written  by  himself? 

Answer.  In  the  encampment  before  this  place, 
boot  the  6ih  or  7th  instant. 

iokuesiiofl.  WaapotthaatikaOJwMfaiMkl.fttCde 
rhe«  he  wii»  a -pfMoneT'l 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question  by  the  presidkut.  Did  yon  hear  a 
lentleman  say  to  the  prisoner,  whilst  in  costodv, 
hat  those  who  recommendea  the  scalpiog^koifei 
nd  tomahawk  should  feel  their  keenest  eage^    ^ 

Answer.  I  did  hear  a  gentleman  say  that  those, 
rho  excited  the  Indians  to  the  murder  of  the. 
iDoffending  should  feel  the  keenest  edge  of  the 
icalping-knife;  but,  as  well  as  I  recoUeet,  that 
>b8ervation  was  not  made  until  after  the  repeated 
icknowledgmeots  of  the  prisoner  pf  haYing  writ- 
eo  the  letter. 

duestion  by  the  court.  Was  not  the  confession 
>f  the  prisoner  to  this  letter  made  f  oluntarily,. 
ind  without  any  constraint  wbaterer? 

Answer   I  conceive  it  was. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
>eing  clotedilhe  ^i^oaer  reqttested,a«  a  witness,. 
Robert  C.  Ambrisur  as  one  <df  his  *mtn«sses,, 
igainst  whom  criminal  charges  had  been  filed, 
ind  was  in  eiistody  on  aeeoant  thereof;  to 
vhioh  the  judge  advocate  objecting,  the  court 
tras  cleared  to  take  its  sense,  when  it  was  deci** 
kd  that  Robert  C.  Ambrisier,  now  in  custody. 
for  similar  offences  with  the  prisoner,  eaaaot  he 
examined  as  evidence  before  the  court. 

JoBic  Lawia  Pbsnix,  a  previous  witness,  bow! 
oa  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  being  again  swaroi 
was  questioned  as  foltows,  vii : 

doestioB  hy  the  prisoner.  Was  theee  any  othei' 
vessel  at  the  nontb  of  the  Buwaaee  rirer  when 
Ambrister  seized  your  schooner  1 

Answer.  Yes. 

Ctaestion.  What  vessel  was  it  1  Was  it  nol 
la«  vcaacl  which  Ambrister  came  in  7  ^ 


Answer.  It  was  a  sloop,  and  I  nodacstasd  Am- 
brister came  in  her. 

dttcstion.  Did  Ambrister  erer  mention  to  yen 
who  recomoiended  him  to  seiae  ihe  prisoaev^ 
schooner,  or  who  assisted  him  in  stimuiatiag  the 
necroes  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  noderstood  he  cane  on  boatd 
of  his  own  accord. 

Uuestion  hy  the  eonrt.  Have  yon,  since  yan 
eomnianded  the  prisoner's  vessel,  ever  hroi^ht 
any  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country  1 

Answer.  No ;  I  brought  a  quaatity  of  leadnnd 
ten  kegs  of  powder  in  Uie  last  trip. 

JoBR  WmaLBTT,  a  former  witness  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecatioB,  being  recalled  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner,  was  questioned  as  follows,  viz : 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Arc  you  not  of 
opinion  that  the  letter  which  you  say  was  writ* 
ten  by  the  prisoner  to  the  Little  Prince  is  now 
in  the  p'ossession  of  the  Little  Prince? 

Answer.  After  reading  it,  I  returned  it  to  him, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  still  in  his  possession,  as 
Indians  seldom  destroy  papers  of  that  kind. 

The  prisoner  requesting  some  time  to  make 
up  his  defence,  he  was  given  until  to*morraw 
evening,  at  four  o'clock. 

FoBT  St.  Mabk'b,  April  98, 1818, 

f\mr  ^dock  P.  M. 

The  recorder  having  reed  over  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  with  closed  doors,  the  prisoner  was 
recalled  into  court,  and  made  the  defence  marked 
K,  and  attached  to  these  proceedings.  The  doors 
were  then  closed,  and^  after  the  meet  mature  de- 
liberation on  the  evidence  adduced,  the  conrt 
find  the  prisoner,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  guilty 
of  the  first  specification  to  the  first  ohanj^e,  and 
gnilty  of  the  first  charge;  guilty  of  the  first  and 
second  snecifieatlons  to  the  second  charge,  and 
guilty  or  the  second  charge,  leavinff  out  the 
words  "acting  as  a  spy  ;•*  they,  therefore,  do,  on 
the  most  mature  reflection,  sentence  the  prisoner, 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  to  be  stcfpencied  fry  Me 
neck  until  he  i»  dead;  two-thirds  of  the  court 
conenrring  therein. 

BDMUND  P.  GAINB8, 
Miatfor  Oeneral,  Pre9,  cfthe  Court, 
J.  M.  QLASSBLL,  Recorder. 

A. 

From  A,  Arbuthnot  to  his  eon,  John  Arbuthnot* 
FoBT  St.  hiutK'a.  AfrU  2, 1818, 

DuAU  iOBif :  As  I  am  ill  able  to  write  a  long 
letter,  it  is  necessary  to  be  brief.  Before  myat- 
rival  here,  the  eomauBdant  had  received  an  ex- 
press from  theCioternor  of  Peosaeola,  informing 
him  ef  a  large  embarcation  of  troops,  Ac.,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  Jackson  ; 
and  the  boat  that  brought  the  despatch  reckoned 
eighteen  sail  of  vessels  off  Appalachicola.  By  a 
deserter  that  was  brought  here  by  the  Indians, 
the  commandant  was  informed  that  three  thou- 
sand men,  under  the  orders  of  General  Jackson, 
one  thonaand  isot  and  sixteen  hundred  horse,  nn« 
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dtr  Qcaeral  Qaiaca,  uni  fire  haodred  nsder 
SDOther  Qenen\j  were  at  Prospect  Bloff,  where 
tkef  are  rebaildiDg  the  bamt  fort ;  that  ooe  tkoa- 
taod  IndiiBs.  of  differeot  natioos,  were  at  Spaa- 
ish  BlaffI  bvildioflf  aootker  fort  aader  the  diree* 
tion  of  Ameriean  officers ;  that,  so  sooa  as  these 
ibru  were  bailt,  they  ioteaded  to  march-— they 
have  commeDced.    Yesterday  morDiag  advice 

was  received  that, they  had  appeared  aear 

aad  taken  two  of  the  sons  of  McQoeco  and  aa 
lodian.  L^te  in  the  afternooa  three  sehooaers 
eaflie  to  aDchor  at  the  moath  of  the  river,  aod 


Lower  Creek  oatioD  to  represent  the  state  of 
their  aaiioD  to  yoor  excelleoej,  that  yoa  may  be 
pleased  to  forward  the  same  for  the  lafonnation 
of  His  Majesty's  Gbverameot,  to  whom  mlone 
they  look  op  for  protection  against  the  a^eres- 
sions  and  encroachments  of  the  Americao%  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  yopr  ezceUeacy  the  enclosed 
representations,  hnmbly  praying  that  y«ar  esed- 
lency  will  be  pleased  to  take  an  ^arly  opporta- 
nity  of  forwanling  the  sane  to  Great  Britain. 

1  am  also  iastrocted  by  Boleck,  chief  of  So- 
wanee,  to  make  the  demand  herein  enclosed,  be 


this  morning  the  American  flag  is  seen  flying  on  I  never  having  bad  any  share  of  the  presenu  dis 


the  largest. 

I  am  blockaded  here ;  no  Indians  will  come 
with  me ;  aod  I  am  now  suffering  from  the  fa- 
tigne  of  coming  here  alone. 

The  main  drift  of  the  Americans  is  to  destroy 
the  black  population  of  Bowanee.  Tell  my 
friend  Boieck  that  it  is  throwing  away' bis  peo- 
ple to  attempt  to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as 
will  be  down  on  Suwanee ;  and.  as  the  troops 
advance  by  land,  so  will  the  vessels  by  sea.  Eo- 
deavor  to  get  all  the  goods  over  the  river  in  a 
plaee  of  security,  as  also  the  skins  of  all  sons ; 
the  corn  must  be  l«ft  to  its  fate.  So  soon  as  the 
Suwanee  is  destroyed,  I  eipect  the  Americans 
will  be  satisfied,  and  retire;  this  is  only  my 
opinion  f  but  I  think  it  is  conformable  to  the  de- 
mand made  by  Qeneral  Qaioes  of  Kenhageesome 
months  since.  In  fact,  do  all  yon  can  to  save  all 
yon  can ;  save  the  booas  particularly.  It  is  prob- 
able the  commandant  will  receive  some  commu- 
nication from  the  vessels  to-day,  when  he  will 
know  more  certainly  what  are  their  motives  in 
coming  ofi'tbe  fort.  I  think  it  is  only  to  shut  up 
the  passage  to  the  Indians.  Twenty  canoes  went 
down  the  river  yesterday,  aod  were  forced  to  rc" 
turn.  The  road  between  this  and  Mickasttky  is 
said  to  be  stopped.  Hillis  Hadjo  and  Homathle* 
mico  were  here  late  last  night  to  hear  what  ves- 
sels; they  will  remove  all  their  cattle  and  effects 
across  St.  Mark's  river  this  morning,  and  perhaps 
wait  near  thereto  for  the  eveuL 

I  have  been  as  brief  as  1  can,  to  give  you  the 
substance  of  what  appear  facts  that  cannot  be 
doubted ;  to  enter  into  details  in  the  present  mo- 
ment is  useless.  If  the  schooner  is  returned,  get 
all  the  goods  on  board  of  her,  and  let  her  start  off 
for  Mannatee  creek,  in  the  bottom  of  Cedar  Key 
bay ;  you  will  then  only  have  the  skins  to  hide 
away.  But  no  delay  must  take  place,  as  the  ves- 
sels will,  no  doubt,  follow  the  land  army,  aod  per- 
haps even  now  some  are  gone  round,  i  pray 
your  strictest  attention,  for  the  more  that  is  saved 
trill  be  eventually  more  to  your  interest.    Let 


tributed  at  Prospect  Bloff^  thoogh  he  rendered 
equally  eesential  services  as  any  of  the  other 
chiefs  to  the  British  cause  while  aif  war  wiib 
America,  and  was  at  New  Oi  leans  with  a  part 
of  his  warriors.  His  frontiers^  being  more  ex- 
posed to  the  predatory  iocursioaa  of  the  back 
Georgians,  who  enter  his  territory  and  drrve  off 
his  cattle,  he  is  obliged  to  have  large  parties  oot  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  prevent  their  plasder- 
ing;  and  being  now  deficient  of  am  monition,  he 
prays  your  excellency  will  grant  hia  small  de- 
mand. 

Humbly  submitting  the  same^  I  have  the  hoo« 
to  remain  your  excellency's  most  homble  serviat, 

A.  A. 


nation 

First,  we  beg  leave  to  represent  that  Edmood 
Doyle  and  William  Hambly,  late  clerks  st  Pros- 
pect Bluff  to  Messrs.  Forbes,  and  who  stiil  reside 
on  the  Appalachicola  river,  we  coosiJer  as  the 
principal  cause  of  our  present  troubles  and  unea- 
siness. Hambly  was  the  instrumenul  cause  of 
the  fort  at  Prospect  BlufiT  being  destroyed  by  the 
Americans,  by  which  we  lost  the  supplies  in- 
tended for  our  future  wants.  Since  then  both 
these  men  have  kept  emissaries  among  us,  tend- 
ing to  harass  and  disturb  our  repose,  and  that  of 
our  brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Upper  nations; 
they  spread  among  us  reports  that  the  Coireias, 
aided  by  the  Americans,  are  descending  to  drive 
us  off'our  land;  they  equally  propagate  false. 

C. 

Fnm  A.  ArbuiJknot  to  Bemamim  Moodu.  JSsf  .,  ea- 
dmng  ietten  to  CharUa  BagU^  Boq^  BriiiMk  Jfiis- 
uterai  WoMkimgimu 

StnrARiB,  m  tbb  Cubk  NaTioa; 

Jwmarif  27,  IBIS. 

Bta:  The  enclosed  containmi^  matter  of  serioaa 
moment,  and  demanding  the  immedia'te  atien- 
I  tion  of  bis  excellency  the  British  Ambassador,  I 


the  bearer  have  as  much  calico  as  will  make  him  I  trust  he  will,  for  this  time,  forgive  the  trifling  ex- 


two  shirts,  for.  his  trouble;  he  has  promised  to 
deliver  this  in  three,  but  I  aive  him  four  days. 
I  am  yours,  afleetioDately, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

B. 

ftom  A,  Arbuthnot  to  Chatla  Cameron^  Gooemor 

of  Bahamoi* 

Sm:  Being  empowered  by  the  chiefii  of  the 


pense  of  postage,  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
prevent  as  much  as  possible  by  comprising  much 
matter  in  one  sheet  of  paper.  Should  yoa,  sir, 
be  put  to  any  trouble  or  expense  by  ibis  troabie 
I  give  voo^  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
same,  1  will  instroct  Bain,  Doasheei  ft  Co.,  to 
order  pavment  of  the  same. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
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Fmm  A.  Jrbutknoi  to  ^Hon.  Ckarka  Bagci. 

Sia:  It  is  with  ptin  I  again  obtrade  myself 
upon  your  excellency's  notice;  but  the  pressing 
solicitations  of  the  ebiefii  of  the  Creek  nalion, 
and  the  deplorable  situation  in  which  they  are 
placed  by  the  wanton  afgressions  of  the  Ampri- 
cans,  I  trust  your  excellency  will  take  as  a  sutfi- 
cient  apology  for  the  present  intrusion. 

lo  Aogosc  last,  the  head  chief  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  receiired  a  letter  from  General  Qaines,  of 
which  I  hare  taken  the  liberty  of  annexing  your 
exeeiJeocy  the  contents,  as  delivered  me  oy  tbe 
chiefs  head  English  interpreter,' with  Kenhagee's 
reply  thereto. 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  intended  to 
soond  the  disposition  of  the  chief,  and  ascertain 
the  force  necessary  to  overrun  the  nation,  for 
from  then  until  an  actual  attack  was  made  on 
Fowl  Town,  the  same  €kneral,  with  General 
Jackson,  seema  to  have  been  collecting  troops  and 
settlers  in  various  quarters. 

If  your  excellency  desires  to  have  further  in- 
formation respecting  the  situation  of  this  country 
and  its  inbmbitants,  I  can,  from  time  to  time,  in- 
form your  excelleocy  of  such  facts  and  circum- 
stances as  are  stated  to  me  by  chiefs  of  known 
veracity,  or  which  may  come  under  my  own' 
observation  $  and  vour  excellency's  orders  ad- 
dressed to  me  at  New  Providence  will  either 
find  me  there,  or  be  forwarded  me  to  this  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

A.  A. 

[The  folkiwing  memoranda  were  on  the  back  of  the 

foregoing  letter.] 

Kenbagee,  1,000 ;  Boleck,  1,500  $  Oso  Hatcho, 
Choclawbatchy,  500;  Himashr  Mico,  Chata- 
hoochee,  500;— at  present  with  Hillis  Hadjo. 
At  present  under  arms,  1,000  and  more,  and  at- 
tacking those  Americans  who  have  made  inroads 
into  their  territory. 

A  quantity  of  gunpowder,  lead,  muskets,  and 
flints,  sufficient  to  arm  one  thousand  to  two  thou- 
sand men. 

Mubkets,  1,000,  more  smaller  pieces,  if  poesi- 
bie  i  10,000  flints,  a  proportion  for  rifle  put  up 
separate ;  50  casks  gunpowder)  a  proportion  for 
ride  ;  2,CK)0  knives,  six  to  nine-inch  blades,  good 
quality;  1,000  tomahawks;  1000  pounds  ver- 
millioD  I  2,000  pounds  lead,  independent  of  ball 
for  muskets. 

KBNHAGfifl, 
BOLBCK. 

(No.  1.) 

Fnm  Qtnerai  Qmnea  to  ike  Seminole  CkUfe* 

To  THE  Sbmijiolg  Cbiepb  :  Your  Seminoles 
are  very  bad  people;  don't  say  whom  ;  you  have 
murdered  many  of -my  people,  and  stolen  my 
cattle;  and  many  good  houses,  that  have  cost 
me  money,  you  have  burnt  for  me ;  and  now 
that  you  see  mv  writing,  you  will  think  I  have 
spoken  right.  1  know  it  is  so— you  know  it  is 
so ;  for  now  you  may  say  I  will  not  go  upon  you 
at  random ;  but  just  give  me  the  murderers,  and 
I  will  show  them  my  law;  and  when  that  is  fin- 


ished and  pasaed,  if  yon  will  come  aboot  anj 
of  my  people,  you  will  see  your  friends ;  and  if 
jron  see  me,  you  will  see  your  IViend.  But  there 
IS  something  out  in  the  sea,  a  bird  with  a  forked 
tongue;  whip  him  back  before  he  lands,  for  be 
wilt  be  the  ruin  of  you  jret;  perhaps  you  do  not 
know  who  or  what  I  mean — I  mean  the  name  of 
Boglishmen. 

I  tell  yon  ibis,  that  if  you  do  not  give  me  up 
tbe  murderers  who  have  murdered  my  people,  I 
say  I  have  got  good  strong  warriors  with  scalp- 
ing knives  and  tomahawks.  You  harbor  a  great 
many  of  my  blaek  people  among  you  at  Suwanee. 
If  you  give  me  leave  to  go  by  you  against  them, 
I  shall  not  hurt  anything  belonging  to  you. 

GENERAL  GAINES. 

(No.  2.) 

From  Kgnhagu  to  General  Gainet,  in  amwer  to  the 

foregoing. 

You  oharge  me  with  killing  your  people,  steal- 
ing your  cattle,  and  burning  your  houses.  It  is  I 
that  have  eause  to  complain  of  the  Americans. 
While  one  American  has  been  justly  killed  while 
in  the  act  of  stealing  cattle,  more  than  four  In- 
dians have  been  murdered  while  hunting  by  those 
lawless  freebooters.  I  harbor  no  negroes.  When 
the  Englishmen  were  at  war  with  America,  some 
took  shelter  among  them;  and  it  is  for  you  white 
people  to  settle  those  thinffs  among  yourselves, 
and  not  to  trouble  us  with  wnat  we  know  nothing 
about.  I  shall  use  force  to  stop  any  armed  Ameri- 
cans from  passing  my  towns  or  on  my  lands. 

E£NHAQES. 

To  General  Gaikes. 

D. 

'' Note  <f  Indian  tallu.'' 

In  August,  Cap  had  a  letter  firom  General 
Gaines,  in  substance  as  annexed,  No.  1,  and  re- 
turned the  answer  as  by  No.  2.  Nothing  further 
was  said  on  either  side.  The  end  of  October,  m 
party  of  Americans  from  a  fort  on  Flint  river 
surrounded  Fowl  Town  during  the  night,  and 
began  burning  it;  the  Indians  then  in  it  fled  to 
the  swamp,  and  in  their  flight  had  three  persons 
killed  by  fire  from  the  Americans;  they  ratHed 
their  people,  and  forced  the  Americans  to  retire 
some  distance,  but  not  before  they  had  two  more 
persons  killed.  The  Americans  built  a  block- 
house or  fort  where  they  had  fallen  back  to,  and 
immediately  sent  to  the  forts  up  the  country  for 
assistance,  stating  the  Indians  were  the  aggres- 
sors. One  of  those  letters  falling  into  the  hands 
of  General  Mitchell,  he  made  inquiry,  and  found 
hia  people  were  the  aggressors,  and  abo  settled 
with  Innimathlo  for  the  loss  his  people  had  suf- 
fered; at  the  same  time  sending  a  talk  to  Ken- 
bagee, by  a  headman,  Opony,  that  he  would  pot 
things  In  such  a  train  as  to  prevent  further  en- 
croachments, and  get  those  Americans  lo  leave 
the  forts.  But  no  sooner  was  this  good  talk 
given,  and  before  the  bearer  of  it  returned  home, 
than  hundreds  of  Americana  came  pouring  down 
on  tbe  Indians^    Roused  to  a  sense  of  their  own 
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ckMigfff,  thty  fi«w  to  acmt,  ani  kwre  bcffo  com- 
pelled to  sopport  them  e?er  since.'  It  is  doc  aIobc 
fffoin  the  coantrf,  but  bjr  ^eseeis  enteriDg  Appc- 
laebjcola  river,  tlict  troops  and  settlers  are  poar- 
iag  into  tbe  lodiao  territorf,  aod,  if  neraaitted  to 
eontiuDe,  wiU  sood  overrun  tbe  wboic  of  tbe  la- 
diaa  lands. 

From  the  talk  sent  Kenhagee  by  Qeneral 
llitcbeU,  I  am  ia  bopes  tbat  tbose  a^easions  of 
tbe  Americana  on  tbe  Indian  territory  are  not 
coontenaaccd  by  tbe  American  OoTerDcsent,  bat 
originate  wkb  men  devoid  of  principle,  wbo  set 
.  laws  aad  instructions  at  defiance,  and  stick  at  no 
cruelty  and.  oppressions  to  obtain  ibeir  ends. 
Against  socb  opptessors  tbe  American  Qorera- 
meo<  mo»t  use  not  only  ail  tbeir  influence,  but,  if 
necessary,  force^  or  tbeir  names  must  be  banded 
down  to  posterity  as  a  nation  more  cruel  and 
savage  to  tbe  unfortunate  aborigines  of  tbis  coun- 
try than  ever  were  tbe  Spaniards,  in  more  dailc 
ages,  to  tbe  natives  of  Sootb  America. 

Tbe  Enalisb  Government,  as  tbe  special  pro- 
teeters  of  the  Indian  nations,  and  on  whom  alone 
they  rely  for  nssistance,  ought  to  step  forward 
and  save^  those  unfortunate  people  from  ruin ; 
and  as  you,  sir,  are  appointed  to  watch  over  tbose 
interests,  it  is  my  duty,  as  an  Bngfisbman,  and  the 
only  one  in  tbis  part  of  the  Indian  nation,  to  in- 
struct you  of  the  talks  tbe  chiefs  bring  me  for 
your  information ;  and  1  sincerely  trust,  sir,  you 
will  use  tbe  powers  you  are  vested  with  for  tbe 
service  and  protection  of  these  unfortunate  peo- 
plcj  wbo  look  up  to  you  as  their  saviour.  I  have 
written  Oenerai  Mitchell,  who  I  learn  is  an  ex- 
cellent man,  and,  as  be  acts  as  Indian  agent,  I 
hope  bis  influence  will  stop  tbe  torrent  of  iano- 
rators,  and  give  peace  and  quietness  to  the  Creek 
nation. 

I  pray  you  axeeilaney  wIM  patdon  tbis  intra- 
aioa,  wbieb  notbing  but  tbe  urgency  of  the  case 
would  have  indiAced  bm  to  make. 

I  have  tbe  booof  to  be,  d&c.  A.  A. 

E. 
Frotm  Cappaehimico  and  Bokek  to  Governor  Cameron* 

It  is  with  pain  weane  again  obliged  to  obtrude 
ouiselves  on  your  eaoelleacy's  notice,  in  consa- 
f  uenoe  of  tbe  orael  war  we  have  been  forced 
1040  by  the  irruption  of  tbe  Americana  into  tbe 
heart  of  our  lands.  It  will  be  first  aocessary  to 
atate  to  yoar  exeellaney  tbat  one  bead  chief,  &ea- 
bagee,  received  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Qaines  in 
Avtfittt  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  with 
tbe  answer  jreiiftrned  thereto.  Tbis  letter  only 
appears  to  bave  been  a  prelode  to  plaas  deter- 
nuaed  on  by  the  said  Qeneral  aad  General  Jack- 
ton,  to  bring  on  troops  and  settlers  to  drive  us 
from  our  lands  and  take  possession  of  them  j  for, 
in  tbe  end  of  October,  a  party  of  Amerieaus  sur- 
rQUflded  Fowl  Town  during  the  night,  and  in  tbe 
morniag  began  settioc  fire  to  it,  mabag  tbe  un- 
fortunate inbabitants  fly  to  tbe  swamp,  and  wbo, 
in  tbeir  flight,  had  three  persons  killed  by  tbe 
fire  of  tbe  Americans.  Our  Indians,  rallying, 
drove  the  Americans  from  the  town,  but,  in  thoir 


exettiODSy'lMd  two  aoreoC  dMiff  people  kiUeL 
Tbe  Americans  retired  some  distance  mid  butic  a 
fort  or  block-bouse  to  protect  tbennelves  until 
the  assistance  they  bad  sent  for  to  tbe  forts  op 
tbe  country  should  arrive.  A  letter  falling  into 
tbe  bands  of  General  MitcbeU,  tbe  Indian  age&L 
which  stated  tbe  Indians  to  bave  lieeo  tbe  ag- 
gressors, be  suspected  its  truth,  and,  on  inquiry, 
found  it  was  the  reverse ;  in  consequence,  be 
made  satisfaction  to  Inbimathlo,  tke  chief  <f 
Fowl  Town,  and  bis  people,  for  the  injaries  and 
losses  they  bad  sustained ;  at  tbe  same  time  be 
desired  a  talk  to  be  sent  to  our  bead  cbie/s^  stal- 
ing bis  wish  to  see  all  the  Indians  friends,and  thai 
in  twenty  days  he  would  send  and  get  tbe  Amer- 
icans to  retire  from  tbe  forts.  But  this  had  as 
effect  on  tbe  lawless  invaders  of  our  soil,  for,  ht- 
fore  the  bearer  of  the  ulk  could  return  boox,  he 
met  hundreds  of  Americans  descending  on  oij 
ibey  bave  also  settlers  and  troops  which  cooe 
from  Mobile,  and  go  up  tbe  Af^achicoU  river. 
Thus,  seeing  no  end  to  those  mroadai  necesitf 
eomnelled  oe  to  bave  recourse  to  arms,  and  oor 
brethren  are  now  fighting  for  tbe  land  they  it- 
berited  from  their  fathers,  for  tbeir  familiet  aad 
friends.  But  what  will  our  exertions  do  wiihoat 
assistance  7  Our  sinews  of  war  arc  almost  speat; 
and  harassed  as  we  have  been  for  yean,  we  ban 
Bot  been  able  to  lay  fay  tbe  means  to  provide  for 
our  extraordinary  wanu;  and  to  whom  canve 
look  up  to  for  protection  and  support,  but  to  those 
friends  who  have  at  all  former  times  held  forth 
their  hands  to  uphold  us,  and  wbo  have  sworn^ 
IB  tbeir  late  treaty  wii?b  rbo  Amerieaos^  to  see 
our  just  rights  and  privilefies  respected  and  pro- 
tected from  ineolt  aad  aggression  1  We  sow 
call  on  your  excelieacy,  as  tbe  represcatatire  of 
oor  father,  King  Gkorge,  to  send  such  aid  in  am- 
munition as  we  are  tf&olmely  in  waot  of,  as  our 
brother  chief,  Hillis  Hadjo,  was  informed,  when 
in  Eoffland,  that,  when  ammunition  was  wanted 
to  eaahle  us  to  protect  oor  just  rights  your  ez- 
celleacT  would  supply  us  with  what  was  aeees- 
sary.  We  have  applied  to  the  Spanish  offcerat 
the  fort  of  St.  Mark,  but  his  soiall  supply  pre- 
vents his  being  able  to  assist  us,  anil  we  have 
only  on  your  excellency  to  depend.  We  like- 
wise pray  your  excellency  would  be  pl^aed  to 
send  aa  officer  or  person  to  lead  us  right,  and  to 
ai^rtion  tbe  supply  you  may  be  pleased  to  send 
us  agreeably  to  our  proper  wants. 

In  pmyiog  your  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to 
our  demand,  and  despatch  it  without  delsy»  we 
remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient  friends 
and  servants, 

.CAPPAGOIMiOO, 
iBOLfiCK, 
Fn' <mrmUfe9  and  aU  the  iiiker  cki^ 

qfthe  Lamer  OteekmiUian. 
His  Sxe'y  Governor  CaMEaoa. 

F. 

Later  fiom  A.  ArMhnotto  Colonel  B.  NUkdb. 
Nabsau,  If.  P.,  4ugU9t  26, 1817. 
BiR:  fispecially  antberixed  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
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tower  Creek  mmtion,  whote  imnM  I  affix  to  tiie 


rtsentf  I  am  desired  to  addrete  too,  that  yoa 
laf  lay  thair  oomplaiDt  before  liia  Majetty'e 
lor^rnmeot.  Tbejr  desire  it  to  be  made  kDown 
^t  they  have  implieitly  fellowed  yoor  adrice  in 
ring  friendly  with  the  Americaai,  who  were 
leir  neigkhort,  and  aowiae  attempted  to  molest 
lem,  tboagh  they  have  seen  the  Amerieaos  en- 
roach  on  their  territory,  burniog  their  towns, 
Dd  makiog  fields  where  their  booses  stood,  oa 
le  Chatahooehee:  rather  than  make  resistaooe^ 
ley  hare  retired  lower  in  the  peniosala*  The 
»wa  o(  Eeaa  Halioway,  where  Otis  Mico  iras 
liief,  is  oae  iostaDoe  of  the  encroachments  of 
le  Americans.  This  town  is  situated  under  the 
DOS  of  Fort  daines ;  aad  Miceo  was  desired  to 
ibmit  to  the  Americans,  or  his  town  would  be 
lown  to  atODQs ;  rather  than  do  so^  he  retired, 
Qd  is  now  liring  in  tbe  lower  nation ;  and  his 
elds,  and  even  where  the  town  stood,  is  plouffhed 
p  by  the  Americans.  Thejr  complain  of  the 
iOgiish  Qoveenment  neglecting  them  after  hav- 
ig  drawn  them  ioio  a  war  with  America ;  that 
ou,  sir,  bnre  not  kept  your  promise  of  sending 
eople  to  reside  among  tbem ;  and  that,  if  they 
sre  not  some  person  or  persons  resident  in 
18  nation  to  watch  over  their  interests,  they 
ill  soon  be  driven  to  the  extremity  of  the 
minsula.  Yon  left  Mr.  Hambly  to  watch  over 
le  interests  of  tbe  Creek  nation,  bat  you  had 
irdfy  left  the  nation  when  he  turned  traitor, 
id  was  led  by  Forbes  to  take  the  part  of  the 
mericans^  His  letter  to  me,  of  which  I  annex 
Ml  a  copy,  will  shovr  you  what  lengths  he  eonld 
» if  he  bad  the  means,  il  is  Ham Uy  and  Doyle 
'ho  give  the  Indians  all  the  trouble  they  experi* 
nee*,  they  send  their  emissaries  among  the  Lower 
Greeks,  and  make  tbem  believe  the  Cowetas, 
ided  by  tbe  Americans,  are, arming  against 
lem:  thus  both  are  put  in  fear';  and  their  fields 
le  oeglected,  and  bunting  is  not  thought  €4,  I 
ave  endeavored  to  do  away  this  fear,  by  writing 
lie  chief  of  tbe  Coweta  towns  that  they  ought 
9  live  on  friendly  terms  with  their  brethren  of 
tie  lower  nation,  whose  wishes  were  to  be  on 
ood  terms  with  them,  and  not  to  listen  to  any 
td  talks,  but  to  chase  those  that  give  tbem  from 
oiong  them.  My  letter  was  answered  by  them 
tther  favorably,  and  I  hope  the  talk  that  wvs 
eat  to  the  Big  Warrior  last  June  will  heai  tbe 
ifferenee  heiw«en  them. 
Hillis  Hadjo  arrived  in  my  schooner  at  Ochio- 
hoee  Souod  last  Juae,  and  was  well  received  by 
ill  the  chiefs  and  others  who  cavM  to  welcome 
um  hoi»e«  In  consequence  of  his  arrival,  a  talk 
Vis  held,  the  substance  of  which  I  put  oa  pnper 
or  them,  and  it  was  sent  with  a  pipe  of  peace  to 
he  other  nations.  Hillis  Hadjo  wished  to  return 
0  Nassau  with  me,  but  I  prevailed  on  him  to 
ttay  iQ  the  nation,  and  keep  them  all  tt  peace.  I 
regret,  sir,  to  aotice  this  poor  man's  affairs,  though 
by  his  desire  :  it  appears  that  he  arrived  in  Nas- 
sau a  short  time  after  I  had  left  it,  in  January, 
and  Capiaia  W.  being  here,  took  charge  of  him, 
his  goods  and  money,  prevailing  on  the  Governov 
to  let  him  stay  with  him  imtii  he  went  dowtt  to 


the  nation,  which  it  was  hie  iatefttion  to  do.  Of 
the  money  received  of  Qovemor  Cameron,  he 
had  only  given  him  eighty  dollars,  by  Captain 
W.,  a  barrel  of  soMr,  a  bag  of  coffse,  and  a  small 
keg  of  rum ;  and  the  interpreter,  Shugert,  in- 
formed me  that  when  Hillis  Hadjo  asked  for  an 
account.  Captain  W.  refused,  it,  saying  it  would 
be  useless  to  a  man  who  could  not  read.  He 
also  misses  two  oases,  one  of  which  contained, 
he  thinks,  crockery;  I  have  madeiaqnir^^  of  Hie 
Majesty's  ordnance  storekeeper,  and  be  informs 
me  the  whole  were  delivered  to  Captain  W.;  they 
are  therefore  lost  to  Hillis  Hadjo. 

I  am  desired  to  return  Hillis  Hadjo's  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  the  very  handsome  man- 
ner you  treated  him  in  Bttgland,and  he  begs  his 
prayer  may  be  laid  at  the  foot  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  R^nt.  I  left  him  and  all 
his  family  well  on  the  £Oth  of  June.  Old  Cap-^ 
paebimico  desires  me  to  send  his  best  respectii, 
and  requests  that  you  would  send  out  people  to 
live  among  them,  and  all  the  land  they  took 
from  Forbes  shall  be  theirs.  At  all  events,  they 
must  have  an  agent  among  them,  to  see  thai  the 
Americans  adhere  to  the  treaty,  and  pormit  them 
to  live  unmolested  on  their  own  lands.  This 
agent  should  be  amborixed  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  or  he  will  not  be  attended  to  by 
tbe  Americans.  In  tbe  gaxettee  of  (Georgia,  the 
Americans  report  the  Seminole  Indians  are  con- 
tinually committing  murders  on  their  borders, 
and  making  ineursTons  into  tbe  State.  These 
are  fabrications  tending  to  irritsrte  the  American 
Government  against  the  |)Oor  Indians;  for,  during 
tbe  time  I  was  in  the  nation,  there  was  only  one 
American  killed,  and  he,  with  two  others,  was 
in  the  act  of  driving  off  cattle  belonging  to  Bow- 
legs, chief  of  Sttwanee;  whereas  three  men  and 
a  boy  were  killed  last  June,  by  a  party  of  Ameri- 
can cattle-stealers,  while  in  their  nqnting-catnps ; 
the  boy  they  scalped;  and  oneof  Bowlegs'  heiNi- 
men  was  killed  on  St  John's  river,  in  July.  The 
back- woods  Georgians,  nod  those  resident  on  the 
borders  of  the  Indian  nation^  are  continually  en- 
teriog  it,  and  driving  off  cattle.  They  have,  in 
some  instances,  made  settlements,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  Chooiowhatchy  river,,  whore  a  con- 
siderable oombeff  have  descended* 

By  the  treaty  with  Qreat  Briwin,  the  Ameri- 
cans' were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  all  she  lands 
that  they  oaay  have  taken  from  tkeiM  during  the 
war,  and  place  tbem  on  the  same  looting  tlvey 
were  in  1811.  It  appears  they  have  not  done  so  j 
that  9brt  Gaines,  on  the  Cbataboocbee  river, 
and  Ghmp  Crawford,  on  the  Fli«t  river,  are  both 
on  indian  territory,  that  was  not  in  pessessitA  of 
tbe  AaMrieans  in  1811.  They  mm  fearAil  thai, 
before  aay  aid  is  given  by  the  Snglieh  Govern* 
meMy  they  will  no  longer  be  in  possesrion  of  any 
territory* 

I  wrote  last  January  to  his  eseellencf  the  hon- 
orable Charies  Bagot,  respeeting  the  eneroaeh- 
menta  of  the  Americans;  as  I  was  informed  by 
the  oopy  of  a  letter  from  ttio  light  honoMble 
Earl  Batburst,  handed  me  by  his  excellency  Gov 
ernor  Cameron^  that  His  Ife^eevy^s  ambassador 
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lud  reeeifed  er4cn  to  wtteh  orer  the  ioteretu 
of  the  Indiaos.  Sioee  my  retoro  here,  I  haTe 
received  of  Mr.  Moodie,  of  Charlestoo,  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  hooorabie  Charles  Bag^ot, 
sutioff  that  the  expense  of  postage  is  so  coo- 
siderable,  that  any  farther  commuoicaiioDs  of 
the  same  nature  must  be  sent  him  by  private 
hands.  Now,  sir,  as  no  person  goes  direct  from 
this  to  WasbingtOB.  how  am  I  to  be  able  to  com- 
ply with  his  desire  i  Thus  he  will  be  kept  igno- 
rani  of  the  real  situation  of  the  poor  Indians,  and 
the  encroachments  dail^  made  on  their  lands  by 
American  settlers:  while  he  may  be  told  by  the 
American  Government  that  no  encroachments 
have  been  made,  and  that  the  forts  they  still  hold 
are  necessary  to  check  the  unruly  seminoles. 
Thus  the  person  appointed  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terests  of  tbe  Indians  having  no  other  means  of 
information  than  from  tbe  parties  interested  in 
their  destruction,  and  seeing  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  American  gszettes,  accounts  of  cruel  mur- 
ders,  dtc.  committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier 
settlements  of  the  United  States,  he  apprehends 
the  Indians  merit  all  the  Americans  do  to  them. 
But  let  His  Majesty's  Government  appoint  an 

S:ent,  with  full  powers,  and  to  correspond  with 
is  Majesty's  ambauador  at  Washington,  and 
his  eyes  will  then  be  opened  as  to  the  motives 
that  influence  American  individuals,  as  well  as 
the  Government,  in  vilirying  the  Indians.  The 
powers  given  me  and  the  instructions  were  to 
memorialize  His  Majesty's  Government  as  well 
as  the  Governor  General  of  Havana ;  but  if  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  letter  before  His  Ma* 
jesty's  Secretary  of  State,  it  will  save  the  neces- 
sity of  the  first ;  and  I  fear  thai  a  memorial  to 
the  Governor  General  would  be  of  no  use.  fte* 
ferring  you  to  tbe  answer,*  I  am,  most  respect- 
fuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Lt«  Col.  fi.  NlOBOLLfl. 

G. 

Fnm  A.  Jrhaknoi  to  WUHam  Hamhljf. 

OCBLOCBNBI  SOUHD,  Mojf  3,  1817. 

B»:  On  my  return  here  this  day,  I  received  a 
letter  signed  by  you,  and  dated  the  ddd  March. 
Aa  you  therein  take  the  liberty  of  advising  me,  as 
you  say,  by  order  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion, I  an  glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening 
TM  give  me,  and  re|>ly  to  you  at  some  Icogth. 
First,  air,  let  me  premise  that,  when  you  lived  at 
Pfoapeet  Bluli;  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  A  Co., 
you  did  not  coaaider  Cappaehimieo,  MeOveM, 
or  any  other  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Creek 
nation,  aa  outlaws,  nor  have  they  ever  been  con- 
sidered as  auob  by  the  English  Goverament,  who 
ere  the  esoecial  protectors  of  the  Indian  nations; 
and  it  ill  becomes  Mr.  Hambly  to  call  Cappaehi- 
mieo an  oatlaw-*that  man  who  has  ever  been  his 
friend,  and  by  his  authority  has  prolonged  hts 
life.  Yes,  sir,  the  young  chiefs  and  warriors  of 
the  Creek  nation,  eoosidering  you  as  the  chief 

•See  the  naiigned  paper,  No.  %U 


cause  of  their  trouUea,  wcnld  have  loag  ere  thk 
had  possession  of  yen,  and,  perbnpi^  wiih  jroar 
life  made  you  pay  the  forfeit  for  the  imjariei 
heaped  on  them,  bed  not  that  man,  who  has  been 
your  friend  from  your  earlj  youth,  stepped  in  as 
your  protector.  Yet  this  is  the  men  whom  Mr. 
Hambly  presumes  to  call  an  ooilaw!  A  par- 
doned villain;  when  going  to  tbe  gallows,  wonU 
bless  the  band  that  saved  his  life;  but  Mr.  Hasi- 
bly  blaftpbemes  bis  saviour  1 

As  Mr.  Hambly's  generous  friend  is  the  pria- 
cipiil  cause  of  my  being  in  this  country,  as  aa 
honest  man  I  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  promise 
to  him  and  the  other  chiefs.  The  gaihy  aJonc 
have  fear;  an  honest  and  opright  man  dreads  no 
danger,  fears  no  evil,  as  he  coaaaiits  no  ill;  and 
your  arm  of  justice  ought  to  be  applied  where  it 
would  riffhtly  fall — on  the  beads  of  the  rcallj 
guilty.  Your  mean  and  vile  inainaaiioo,  that  I 
nave  been  the  cause  of  thefts  and  naordera,  coam 
ill  from  him  who  has  been  the  cauae  of  the  miH^ 
der  of  hundreds.  Though  your  usage  was  made 
villainous  at  the  fort,  yet  your  reveage  was  too 
savage  and  sanguinary.  If  your  coBdiict,iir,  to 
the  Indians  were  guided  by  as  pare  motives  ai 
mine,  you  would  endeavor  to  inflaence  then  to 
esteem  and  respect  each  other  as  brothers,  sad 
live  in  harmony  and  friendship;  eal li rati og their 
lands  in  Summer,  and  taking  their  divetsioafof 
bunting  in  Winter;  respecting  their  aeighbon, 
and  making  yourself  respeoted  by  them.  If  tbas, 
sir,  you  would  act,  (and  by  your  knowledge  of 
their  language  you  have  much  more  in  yoor 
power  than  any  other  man,)  you  would  then  be 
the  true  friend  of  the  Indians.  Were  I  aa  insti- 
gator to  theft  and  murder,  would  I  hold  the  iaa« 
guage  I  have  done  to  the  chiefs  aad  others  who 
have  called  on  me?  Ask  the  lieutenant  com- 
mand inff  at  Fort  Gaines  if  my  letter  to  him 
breathed  the  straios  of  a  murderer;  ask  Opony 
Hatoho,  or  Deny,  his  interpreter,  if  the  recom- 
mendatory note  I  sent  him  by  order  of  Opony 
could  be  written  by  an  insttgnior  to  murder;  asc 
Opony  himself  if  my  language  to  him  was  that 
of  a  murderer;  a»k  BAappalitchy,a  chief  residiog 
among  tbe  Americans  on  Ockmulgee,  i£  my  lan- 
guage and  advice  to  him  savored  of  that  of  a 
murderer.  All  those,  and  every  Indiaa  who  has 
heard  my  talks,  will  contradict  yoor  Tile  asse^ 
tions. 

But  Mappslitchy  has  given  me  a  doe  by  which 
I  can  unravel  from  whence  the  aspersioas  come: 
not  from  Opoay  Hatcho,  or  any  or  the  chleis  of 
the  upper  towns,  hut  from  him  who  endeavors  to 
lead  them  to  mischiefs  and  quarrels  apith  each 
other.  Did  not  the  chiefs  hear  my  note  read  with 
reapect,  and  perfectly  accord  with  my  aentimenti 
of  being  all  as  brethren,  uniting  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  and  love 3  Did  not  they  9gree  to 
smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  with  their  breihrcn  of 
the  lower  nation,  and  live  in  future  as  brothers? 
What  made  some  of  them  alter  their  minds  a/rer- 
wards  ?  The  interference  of  a  hu  mane  man,  who 
caused  them  to  write  a  letter  to  me  demandiog 
my  removal  from  a  band  of  outlaws,  aad  which 
letter  U  signed  "William  Hamhly.» 
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I  shall  only  make  one  more  obierratioo,  and 
bat  nril]  show  from  whence  I  came,  and  whether 

came  amongst  the  lodiana  as  a  rerenger,  or  at 
he  frieod  of  peace  aod  harmony. 

Id  ibe  Spring  of  1816,  Mr.  Hambly  sent  Oot- 
TDor  Cameron  a  letter  containing  talks,  of  the 
hiefs  of  ihe  Indian  nations :  they  were  forwarded 
0  England,  and  his  excellency  banded  me,  on 
ay  leaving  Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from 
be  right  honorable  Earl  Batharst,  one  of  His 
Aajesiy's  chief  Secretaries  of  State,  that  I  might 
(lake  the  same  known  to  the  chiefs  on  my  arrival 
Q  the  nation.  What  will  Governor  Cameron 
biok  of  the  man  who,  in  1816^  could  write  against 
tie  encroachments  of  the  Americans  on  the  In- 
ian  nation,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1817  call  the 
hiefs  of  that  nation,  for  whom  he  more  esneci- 
Ily  wrote,  outlaws?  Mr.  Hambly  may  sell  his 
er vices  to  America,  but  no  man  can  expatriate 
iimself  from  the  allegiance  due  to  his  native 
ouDtry;  and  a  Qovernment  may  call  on  a 
rieodly  nation  to  give  up  a  subject  that  has  se- 
ioasly  wronged  ber. 

I  recommend  Mr.  Hambly  to  be  content  with 
he  douceur  he  may  have  received,  and  permit 
be  unlettered  Indian  to  live  quietly  and  peacea- 
iy  on  his  native  land. 

I  shall  send  a  eopv  of  this  letter  with  the  one 
rom  you,  to  be  read  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation, 
od  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an  opportuoity 
f  explaining  myself  more  tuliy  than  I  did  in  the 
ote  sent  by  Opony.  Wishing  you  a  speedy  re- 
antatioD  of  your  errors,  and  a  return  to  your 
)rmer  way  of  thinking,  I  am  your  obedient 
ervant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

H. 

^Atiarfrom  A»  Arbuihnoi  to  the  Chvemor  ofBavana. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  whoae  names 
ire  hereunto  annexed,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
excellency  and  represent  their  complaints.  Long 
ffiposed  on  by  the  persons  keeping  stores  in  this 
lountry,  in  charging  us  exorbitant  prices  for 
heir  goods,  while  they  only  allowed  us  a  Tery 
rifling  one  fur  our  peltry,  we  have  found  it 
lecessary  to  look  out  fur  a  person  that  will  deal 
airlv  with  us,  and  we  wish  to  establish  a  store 
or  nim  on  Appalache  river.  We  have  made 
ipplication  to  ibe  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
tnd  he  has  referred  us  to  vour  excellency.  It  is 
lot  alone  the  impositions  tnat  have  been  practised 
ipon  us  that  has  made  us  presume  to  address 
four  excelleucy  |  we  have  complaints  uf  a  more 
lerious  nature  against  the  persons  employed  by 
ihe  only  house  that  has  been  estabhshed  among 
08,  that  of  Mr.  Forbes.  In  the  ISr»t  place,  sume 
year»  back,  under  false  pretences,  they  attempted 
to  rub  us  of  a  very  large  portion  uf  our  best  lands, 
end  we  the  more  readily  acceded  to  it,  frum  the 
faithful  promise  given  us  that  they  would  get 
English  people  to  setile  it  and  live  among  us; 
but  far  from  doing  this,  Mr.  Forbes  attempted  tu 
Bell  ii  to  the  American  Qovernment,  and  settle 
it  with  Americans.    Thus  finding  ourselves  de- 


ceived and  imposed  on,  we  withdrew  oar  graAt 
about  three  years  since,  which,  from  the  stipula^ 
tiona  contained  therein  not  being  fulfilled  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Forbes,  we  conceived  we  bad  a  riflrht  to 
do.  Secondly,  Mr.  Doyle  and  Mr.  William  Ham- 
bly, the  two  persons  left  in  the  nation  to  carry  on 
Mr.  Forbes's  business  have,  for  more  than  two 
years,  been  endeavoring  to  influence  os  to  join 
the  Americans;  and  finding  that  fair  means 
would  not  swerve  oa  from  our  attachments  to 
our  ancient  friends,  the  English,  they  have  re- 
cently bad  recourse  to  threats  of  bringing  the 
Americans  down  upon  as;  and  that  people  only 
want  a  pretext  toattack  us^  which  the  said  Doj^lie 
and  Hambly  attempt  to  give  them  by  spreadmg 
fali«e  reports  of  I'Ur  murdering  the  Americana, 
stealing  their  cattle,  and  preparing  for  war  against 
them,  while,  in  fact,  it  is  the  Americans  who 
murder  our  red  brethren,  steal  our  cattle  by  bun* 
dreds  at  a  time,  and  are  daily  encroaching  on  our 
lands,  and  maintaining  the  settlers  in  their  ill* 
gotten  possessions  by  armed  force. 

On  the  Choctawhatehy  river  there  is  a  larga 
body  of  Americans,  forming  settlements,  and 
more  are  daily  joining  them.  As  this  river  is 
far  within  that  Tine  marked  out  by  ^onr  excel- 
leney's  Qnrernment  and  the  Americana  some 
years  since,  (thongh  that  line  was  anknown  to 
us  until  very  lately,  and  we  naver  gave  our  sanc- 
tion, nor,  in  fact,  knew  of  any  sale  of  our  lands 
being  made  to  the  Americans,)  we  trust  jour 
excellency  will  give  orders  to  displace  them  from 
within  the  line,  and  send  them  back  to  thehr  own 
country.  Our  delaying  to  address  your  excel- 
lency to  represent  the  alore-men tinned  grievances 
has  been  owing  to  the  want  of  a  person  to  attend 
to  our  talks,  and  put  them  in  writing  for  us.  The 
commandant  of  the  fort  of  St.  Mark  has  heard 
all  our  talks  and  complaints.  He  approves  of 
what  we  have  done  and  what  we  are  doing,  and 
it  is  by  his  recommendation  we  have  thas  pre- 
sumed to  address  yoor  excellency. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  four  excellency's 
meet  obedient  and  very  humble  serrants, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

His  Ex*cy  the  Qovernob  QanaRAL,  &c. 

No.  1. 

Poto^r  of  attorney  from  ihe  hi£an  thief  $  to  X.  At' 

buthnot. 

Know  all  men  by  these  prasents,  that  we.  chiefs 
of  the  Creek  nation,*  whose  naaras  art  affixed  to 
this  power,  having  full  faith  and  eonfidenee  in 
Alexander  Arbuthtiot,  of  New  Providenee,  who, 
knowing  all  our  talks,  is  fally  acquainted  with 
our  intentions,  and  wishes,  do  herehy,  by  tbesa 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  him,  the  said 
Alexander  Arbnihnot,  our  attorney  and  agent. 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  act  for  us  and 
in  our  names  in  all  afiairs  relating  to  our  oation, 
and  also  to  write  such  letters  and  papers  as  to 
him  may  appear  necessary  and  proper  for  oor 
benefit,  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Qiven  at  Ochluchnee  Sound,  in  the  Creek  na- 
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fkMi,  tbJ8  Beventeenth  day  of  Jane,  one  tbottsand 
eight  btt^dred  end  serentc^. 

CefMchiioico,  his  x  mark;  Eenbagee,  chief 

or  Che  Mickesakles. 
ItthrmatblOj  his  x  merk ;  chief  of  the  Fowl 

towns. 
Gharle  Tastonaky,  his  x  mark:  Charle  Ni- 

shomatti,  second  chief  of  the  Ockmulgee 

towns. 
Otos  Mieo,  his  x  mark ;  chief  of  the  Con* 

boloway,  below  Fort  Gaines. 
Oebacoaa  Tnstonaky,  his  x  mark ;  Opooy, 

chief  of  the  Ockmalgee  towns. 
Imathlnche,  his  x  mark ;  chief  of  the  Atta- 

pttlgas. 
InhimatMuchy,  his  x  mark;  chief  of  the 

Palatchocoleys. 
Lahoe  Himathlo,  hts  x  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Ghehaws; 
Homathlemico,  his  x  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Red  Sticks. 
Talmaches  Hatcho,  hts  x  mark  ;  Peter 

MeCkneen,  chief  of  the  Taklapaasesi  (an 

old  Red  Biiok.) 
HUlis  Hadjo,  his  x  mark ;  Franeis,  the 

propfhet. 
Opotthlioafico^  his  x  mark ;  a  Red  Stick, 

created  chief  by  the  lower  towns. 

Witness :  Pxtbr  Shuqert,  M&rpreter, 

1  eerdfy  that  the  Indian  chiefs  whose  signatores 
are  placed  above  to  the  full  powers  granted  to 
Alexander  Arbuthnot  are  the  chiefs  of  the  towns 
and  places  above  named. 

WILUAM  HAMBLY. 
Witness :  Wii«liam  S.  FiiLTOify 

Pripote  SecreUuy  to  Comig  GenatiU. 

No.  2. 

[Supposed  to  be  from  Bowlejgs  to  the  Governor  of  St. 

Auguatine.J 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yonr  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
perton  to  write  an  answer  to  the  same  is  the  cause 
-of  this  appftf ent  neglect. 
ijr  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  upa good  uoder- 
^  atandinff  and  correspondence  with  you,  and  hope 
you  will,  when  occasion  offers,  advise  me  of  such 
things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  tbat  go  tp  St.  Augustme 
retarn  with  false  reports  tending  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preventing  them  from 
attending  to  their  naual  avocations.  At  one  time 
the  Americans  and  npper  Indians^  supported  by 
a, force  of  aboatibree  tboneand  men,  were  run* 
ning  Unet  far  within  the  Indian  territory ;  ac 
another  tinse,  tbejr  were  eolleetiog  a  foroe  nt  Fort 
Mitcbeil,  in  the  forks  of  Flint  tnd  Chatahoochee 
rivers,  to  fail  on  the  towns  below.  Now,  sir,  we 
know  of  no  ronton  the  AmerioiNie  can  have  to 
attack  us,  an  inoffensive  and  unoffending  people. 
Wo  hsve  none  of  their  slaves ;  we  have  taxen 
none  of  their,  property  since  the  Americana  made 
peaoe  with  our  good  feiher,  King  Qeorge.  We 
have  followed  the  orders  ef  bis  officer  that  was 
with  us,  (Lientenaat  Colonei  Bdward  Nicholls,) 


and  in  nowise  molested  the  AmericsDs,  tboofli 
we  see  them  daily  eneroachiog  on  ottr  territory, 
stealing  our  cattfe,  and  ftinrdering  and  earrriog 
off  our  neople  That  same  officer  sbo  told  qs, 
we,  as  allies  to  the  great  King,  onr  fither,  were 
included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  oor  good 
father  and  the  Americans,  and  that  the  latter 
were  to  give  up  all  the  territory  that  hid  been 
taken  from  us  before  and  during  the  war.  Yet, 
so  far  from  complying  with  the  ninth  article  of 
that  treaty,  they  are  daily  making  eDcroichmeois 
on  our  land^  getting  persons  who  are  not  koovn 
to  the  chiefs,  and  without  any  power  or  aothor* 
ity  to  grant  and  sign  over  lands  to  them.  Thai 
they  deceive  the  world,  and  make  our  very friendi 
believe  we  are  in  lei^ue  with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  the 
head  warriors,  assembled  at  my  town  on  the  8tli 
instant,  and  came  to  the  resolatfoa  of  informing 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Americans  and  the  officers  of  their 
(Government  towards  us ;  it  has  been  done  le- 
cordingly,  and  copies  sent  to  England.  We  de- 
mand of  the  King,  our  father,  to  Bx  some  of  hii 
people  among  us,  who  may  inform  him  from 
time  to  time  of  what  is  passing,  and  teethe 
Americans  do  not  extend  themselves  on  onrlandt. 
The  Spanish  subjects  in  the  Floridas  are  too 
much  in  the  interests  of  the  Americans  to  be  oar 
friends.  For  the  Qove mors  I  shall  always  eo- 
tertain  the  greatest  regard;  bat  for  the  people. 
they  do  not  act  so  as  to  merit  my  esteem  and 
protection.  You  desire  I  woold  cimse  those  on- 
rauders  who  steal  my  cattle:  my  people  hare 
lately  driven  some  Americans  from  Lahhewarjr, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Americans  will  i>f  hoid 
of  this  as  a  pretext  to  make  war  on  ns,as  thef 
have  before  done,  in  stating  we  harbor  ihtii  ran* 
away  slaves.* 

To  His  Ex'cy  Don  Jobe  Coppinobr, 
Chmmor  of  Si.  Aiiguafine. 

No.  a. 

Sir:  Kenbagee,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lover 
Creek  nation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  voald 
represent  to  ]roa  the  cruel  and  opprcssirecoadwt 
of  the  American  people  living  oo  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  nation,  and  which  he  was  in  hopes^froia 
a  talk  you  were  pleased  to  send  him  some  weeb 
since,  would  have  been  put  a  stop  to,  and* peace 
restored  between  the  Indians  and  American  peopi^ 
Bdt,  far  from  any  stop  being  pot  to  their  ioroids 
and  encroachments,  they  are  pouring  in  brho"' 
dreds  at  a  time,  not  only  from  the  land  uit^ 
but  ascending  the  Appalachicola  in  veasei-^oias* 
Thus,  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  tin 
up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  hv- 
less  invaders.  Your  known  pbiianthroDf  «w 
goodwill  to  the  Indians  induce  the  head  Ami}^ 
hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  fou^JV 
fluence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
lands,  and  order  that  those  who  have  alresdfpr^ 
sumed  to  seize  our  fields  may  retire  therefroo* 

•  See  this  letter,  (No.  66,)  and  Governor  C<^ 
ger^s  answer. 
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7he  Indians  bare  seized  two  persons  who  they 
think  bare  been  greatly  instramental  in  bringing 
the  Americans  Upon  tnem,  and  they  are  dow  in 
their  possession  as  prisoners.  It  is  even  deported 
they  hire  made  sales  of  Indian  lands  without  the 
knowledge,  consent,  or  approbation  of  the  chiefs 
of  thenttion;  and,  from  their  long  residence  in 
the  oatioo.  and  th«  great  inflaence  that  one  of 
those  people  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  chiefs 
as  their  coief.  there  is  some  reason  to  beliere  he 
ba5  been  ^ity  of  iiA proper  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  Indian  nation.* 

Oeoeral  MiToafiLL. 

AgenifDr  Ihdiafi  Affhiti. 

No.  4. 

PdUim^thc  dUefa  of  the  Lower  Cruk  nation  to 

GovctnoT  Ctunonn* 

We,  the  undersigMd,  have  been  depottd  by 
the  eiiiefii  of  tbe  Creek  naikm  to  wait  on  your 
exiedieaeg  Mid  lay  befbta  yoa -their  heavy  com- 
pkialsb  To'  tha  Sagtith  wa  kav*  alwttya  looked 
npasfrieadsiaaproteetersf  aadoo  them  wa  oow 
euJ  10  aid  oa  ia  repeUiag  tb#  apprMChet  of  tbe 
AdierieaB8|  who,  rcgardlesa  of  treaties,  are  daily 
deiciog  our  lands  and  robbing  oar  people.  Thty 
bare  already  built  serea  forts  on  our  landb  $  ihey 
ata  m^ittg  roadaand  ranning  lines  into  the  rery 
heart  of  our  eovatry ;  aad,  wtthout  the  interfer- 
encaof  thifc  B^ngtish,  we  shall  soon  bedrireo  fi^om 
the. land  wa  iaberiitd  from  our  forefathers. 

The  Aaaerieaos  tell  us  the  Baglish  will  regard 
us  no  morc^  and  that  we. had  better  sobnut  tn 
them;  bat  we  eannot  submit  to  their  shackles, 
ind  wiJI  rather  die  in  defence  of  our  eountry. 

WheQ  peace  was  made  between  the  Bnglbh 
ind  Americans,  we  were  told  by  Lieuteoaai  Col- 
mel  E.  Nicholis  that  the  Americans  were  togire 
ip  our  lands  they  had  taken,  and  we  were  desired 

0  lire  qoietly  and  peaceably,  in  nowise  molest- 
Bg  the  Amehiettis.  We  hara  strictly  foUowtesd 
base  orders;  hat  the  Ameritans  hatte  not  eoai- 
Aied  with  the  trcatv.  Colonel  NiehoUs  left  Wil- 
iam  HaoDbly  in  charge  of  the  fort  at  Prospaot 
lioff]  with  orders  to  hair  us^  if  any  caiuae  of  com- 
laint,  ftod  represent  the  same  to  the  British 
foYerocHcai ;  bat  he  turned  traitor,  aod  brouglit 
te  Asnertcaoa  dowo  oo  the  fort,  which  was 
owB  up,  and  many  of  o«r  red  bratbren  dasiroy- 

1  in  iii  The  aaiMnQfnition  and  stores  isieadcd 
f  oor  one  ware  either  destroy  ad  or  lahen  off  hy 
ic  Ameriehnsi  We  hate  seni  seraral  maasan- 
ffli  CO  inform  your  eioellency  of  these  proceed* 
gc  of  the  Americans,  but  they  hate  never 
toroed  u>  as  with  an  answers  Three  of  o*r  red 
ethrwn  have  lately  been  kUlad  by  the  Amari- 
;as^  iKrbile  httottog  on  ear  oira  lands ;  and  they 
renten  ta  altaok  the  towns  of  Miekassk^  aod 
Bwanec^  the  only  two  larga  towns  left  us  w  the 
reek  oacion ;  and)  without  aid  from  yovr  excel- 
ney^  we  eannot  rtnel  their  attack.  We  are 
crefore  deputed  to  demand  of  your  excellency 
le  aasiacaince  of  troops  aad  ammanition,  that  we 

For  ibs  remainder  of  Ala  teMar  sac  Na.  •. 
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may  be  able  effectually  to  repel  (he  attack  of  the 
Americans,  and  prevent  their  farther  encroach* 
meots ;  and  if  we  rotirrn  without  assistance,  the 
Americans,  who  have  their  spies  among  us.  will 
the  more  quickly  come  upon  us.  We  most  num- 
bly pray  your  excellency  will  send  such  a  force 
as  will  be  respected  and  make  us  respectable.* 

[The  following  endorsed  on  the  foregoing.] 

Chatlu  Cameron^  Kt^.,  Governor^  Commanier^ih' 

Aief,  4rc* 

I  be^  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
necessity  of  my  again  returning  to  the  Indian 
nation  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs;  and  aa 
my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  defrayed  hy 
permission  to  take  ffoods  to  dispose  of  among  theoa, 
I  pray  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
me  such  letter  or  license  as  will  prevent  me  from 
being  captured,  in  caseof  meetina  with  aay  Spaii- 
ish  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

No.  6. 
B.  Moodio  io  A.  Artuiknoi. 

BRITiaB  COMiOLATI,  CftARLSatOlf,  S.  0,, 

F^ruaty  7, 1817. 

Sir:  I  duly  received  your  letter,  dated  the  8ch 
January,  with  an  enclosure,  which  I  forwarded 
to  His  Majesty^s  Bnvoy,  the  Hon.  Charl^a  Bagoi. 
at  Washington.  Since  that  time  I  hare  received 
a  few  lines  from  him,  under  date  of  the  29ch 
ultimo,  and  at  his  desire  I  transmit  you  a  cdp^r 
of  it  annexed.    I  am,  dbc. 

BENJAMIN  MOODIB. 

To  A.  BoDDTROT,  Esq.,  N!a$$au, 

Mr.  Bag(d  to  Mr.  AbodHe. 

WA8BINQT0R,  Jan.  29, 1817. 

Sir:  I  duly  reoeived  year  letter  of  the  dOth 
instant,  enolosinfp  one  from  Nassau.  I  shall  he 
obliged  lo  you  if  you  wiH  take  an  immediaHe 
opportunity  of  writing  to  tbe  genileaaa  from 
whom  you  received  tfa«t  letter,  aoqeaintfoig  him 
from  me  that  the  expenses  of  postage  are  so  con- 
siderable that  I  mnst  reqaest^  if  he  has  etcasion 
to  write  to  aae  afiio  oiMm  the  aaeoe  snbject,  he 
will  forward  his  letters  by  private,  opportaniiiea 
only. 

1  aoa,  sir,'  your  obedient,  hvaoible  servant, 

CHARLES  BAQOT. 

B.-MooDia,  Esq. 

No.  6. 

A  Idl&fiomA.  ArhOmfft  to  €knertdMSt- 
{entl^  b§  CSL  Brearly,  tlth  Februarjf, 
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SOWANBR.  LOWBR  CrBBK  NaTIOM, 

January  19,  ISIS. 

Sir:  Kenhagee,  head  chief  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation,  had  called  on  me  to  request. I 
would  represent  to  yon  tbe  cruel  and  oppressive 
conduct  of  tbe  American  people  living  on  the 

* 

'    •  The  papsr  fbHowiag  (No.  71)  is  sannssd  to  he 
the  aasWer  to  this  pstMan, 
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liM,  this  seventeenth  daj  of  Jane,  one  tbousaml 
•if  ht  bttidred  and  sereDteen. 

Cappeehiioico,  hia  x  mark;  Eenbagee,  chief 

of  the  Mickasukies. 
Itthrmathio,  bis  x  mark;  chief  of  the  Fowl 

towns. 
Charle  Tastonaky,  his  x  mark:  Charle  Ni- 

sbomatti,  second  chief  of  the  Ockmalgee 

towns. 
Otos  Mice,  bis  x  mark ;  chief  of  the  Con- 

boloway,  below  Fort  Gaines. 
Oebaeona  Tostonaky,  his  x  mark ;  Opooy, 

chief  of  the  Ockmal^ee  towns. 
Imathloche,  his  x  mark ;  chief  of  the  Atta- 

palgas. 
InhimatMuehf,  his  x  mark;  chief  of  the 

Palate  hocoleys. 
Lahoe  Himathlo,  fan  x  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Ghehaws. 
Homatblemico,  his  x  mark ;  chief  of  the 

Red  Sticks. 
Talmaches  Hatcbo,  his  x  mark  ;  Peter 

MeCkneen,  chief  of  the  TaUapaasesi  (an 

oM  Red  Biiefc.) 
HiUis  Hadjo,  his  x  mark  j  Francis,  the 

prophet. 
Opoitbiioafico;  his  x  mark ;  a  Red  Stick, 

created  chief  by  the  lower  towns. 

Witness :  Pxtbr  Sbuqert,  hUerpreter. 

1  certify  that  the  Indian  chiefs  whose  sigaatnres 
are  placed  abofe  to  the  full  powers  granted  to 
Alexander  Arbuthaot  are  the  chiefs  of  the  towns 
and  places  above  named. 

WILUAM  HAMBLY. 
Witness :  Wii«i.um  S.  Foltonv 

Privalt  Swntary  to  Om^g  Qtmtal. 

No.  2. 

[Snyposed  to  be  from  BowU^  to  the  Govwnor  of  St. 

Angaatine.J 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  hottor  of  reeelTtog  yoar  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
perton  to  write  an  answer  to  the  same  is  the  cause 
of  this  apparent  neglect. 
jt  I  shall  be  Tery  happy  to  keep  up-a  good  under- 
etandinff  and  correspondence  with  you,  and  hope 
you  will,  when  occasion  offers,  adrise  me  of  such 
things  as  may  be  of  serrico  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  that  go  to  St.  Augustine 
return  with  false  reports  tending  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preventing  them  from 
altending  to  their  mnal  avocations.  At  one  time 
the  Americana  and  npper  Indians^  supported  by 
a  iforae  of  about  ttwee  thoasand  men,  were  run* 
ning  Unet  far  within  the  Indian  terrtory;  at 
another  time,  tb«?  were  collecting  a  foree  at  Fort 
Mittheil,  in  the  iorks  of  Flint  and  Chatahoochee 
rivers,  to  fait  on  the  towns  below.  Now,  sir,  we 
know  of  00  reasbtt  the  AmeriolMN  can  have  to 
altMk  us,  an  inoffeasive  nad  unoffbodiag  people. 
We  have  none  of  their  sInTes;  we  have  taken 
none  of  their,  property  since  the  Americana  made 
peaoe  with  our  good  feiher,  King  Qeorge.  We 
have  followed  the  orders  ef  bis  officer  that  was 
whh  us,  (Lieotenaat  Colonel  Bdward  NtchoUs,) 


and  in  nowise  molested  the  Amerlcaas^  choogh 
we  see  them  daily  encroaching  on  our  terricory, 
stealing  our  cattle,  and  Aiordering  and  earrrio^ 
off  our  people  That  same  officer  also  told  as, 
we,  as  allies  to  the  great  King,  oor  father,  were 
included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  our  good 
father  and  the  Americans,  and  that  the  Utter 
were  to  give  op  all  the  territory  that  had  been 
taken  from  us  before  and  daring  the  war.  Tec, 
so  far  from  complying  with  the  ninth  article  of 
that  treaty,  they  are  daily  making  encroachments 
on  our  lan(L  getting  persons  who  are  not  known 
to  the  chiefs,  and  without  any  power  or  author- 
ity to  grant  and  sign  orer  lands  to  them.  Thus 
they  deceive  the  world,  and  make  our  very  friends 
believe  we  are  in  lei^ue  with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  the 
head  warriors,  assembled  at  my  town  on  the  8th 
instant,  and  came  to  the  resolutfon  of  informing 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  of  the  eoa- 
duct  of  the  Americans  and  the  otBcers  of  their 
(Government  towards  us ;  It  baa  been  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  copies  sent  to  Englmnd.  We  de- 
mand of^the  King,  our  father,  to  fix  some  of  hu 
people  among  us,  who  may  inform  him  fron 
time  to  time  of  what  is  passing,  and  see  the 
Americans  do  not  extend  themselves  on  our  lanii. 
The  Spanish^  subjects  in  the  Ptortdns  are  too 
much  in  the  interests  of  the  Americans  to  be  oar 
friends.  For  the  Governors  I  shall  always  en- 
tertain the  greatest  regard;  but  for  the  people, 
they  do  aot  act  so  as  to  merit  my  esteem  and 
protection.  Yoo  desire  I  would  emse  those  ma- 
rauders who  steal  my  cattle:  my  people  have 
lately  driven  some  Americans  from  Labbewary. 
and  1  hare  no  donbt  the  Americans  will  iay  hold 
of  this  as  a  pretext  to  make  war  on  us,  as  they 
have  before  done,  in  stating  we  harbor  their  run* 
away  slaves.* 

To  His  Ex'cy  Don  Jobs  CoppiNasa, 
Choemtir  ofSi.  AuguBUne. 

No.  3. 

Sis  :  Kenhagee,  the  head  chief  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation,  has  called  on  me  to  request  I  woald 
represent  to  jrou  the  cruel  and  oppresstre  coadaet 
of  the  American  people  living  on  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  nation,  and  which  he  was  in  hopes,froai 
a  talk  you  were  pleased  to  send  him  aome  weeks 
since,  would  have  been  put  a  stop  to,  and-pesce 
restored  between  the  Indians  and  American  people. 
But,  far  from  any  stop  being  pot  to  their  inroads 
and  eocroachments,  they  are  pouring  in  by  Aoo- 
dreds  at  a  time,  not  only  from  the  Una  ad9y 
but  ascending  the  Appalachicola  in  resseMoads. 
Thus,  the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  take- 
up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  Uw- 
less  invaders.  Your  known  philanthropy  aad 
goodwill  to  the  Indians  induce  the  head  chiefs  to 
hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  your  in- 
fluence to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
lands,  and  order  that  those  who  hare  already  pre- 
sumed to  seize  our  fields  may  retire  therefVom. 

*  See  this  letter,  (No.  66,)  and  Oovarnur  Coppiu- 
gcT^s  answer. 
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The  Indians  have  seized  two  persooswho  they 
tbiok  have  been  greatly  instra mental  in  bringing 
ihe  Americans  Upon  (hem,  and  they  are  now  in 
their  possession  as  prisooefs.  It  is  even  Reported 
liey  have  made  saies  of  Indian  lands  withoot  the 
cnowledge;  consent,  or  approbation  of  the  chiefs 
>f  the  nation;  and,  from  their  long  rtoidenee  in 
he  nation,  and  the  great  inflnence  that  one  of 
hose  people  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  chiefs 
IS  their  cnief.  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  he 
las  been  gnifty  of  improper  coodtrct  ^th  regard 
0  the  Indian  nation.* 

General  MircafiLL, 

Agent  far  Indian  Affhin. 

No.  4. 

""dUimqfiU  dUtfa  of  ike  Lmtr  Cnek  nation  to 

GovctnoT  Cmncroii* 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  been  depottd  by 
he  chiela  of  the  Creek  nation  to  wait  on  your 
Kcellea^]^  amd  lay  before  yon  ^ heir  heavy  com* 
laiatSb  To^tha  Soglieli  we  hav*  always  leoked 
ipasfrieade,abpifoteeters$'  aadoo  theia  we  aow 
ail  te  aid  oa  in  repeiling  the  appreaehet  of  tbe 
Litierteaws,  who,  rcg^rdleaa  of  treaties,  are  daily 
riciog  our  lands  and  robbiag  oar  peopl««  They 
ave  already  bnilt  seven  for ts  on  our  Jaadk ;  they 
fa  oMikiiq^  roads  and  ranning  lines  iato  the  very 
ean  of  our  covatrys  aad,  without  the  ioterfer- 
iee  of  th^  Emgtish,  we  shall  soen  be  driven  ffom 
iB  lend  wa  iaberiied  front  our  forefatbecs. 

Tbe  AdMrieans  tell  usahe  Baglish  will  regkrd 
s  no  more^  and  that  we. had  better  aobmu  to 
bem;  bttC  we  eannot  submit  to  their  shackles, 
nd  will  rather  dh  in  defence  of  our  eouatry. 

WheQ  peace  was  made  between  the  Bnglbh 
nd  Americans,  we  were  told  by  Lieatenaat  Col- 
nel  E.  NiehoUs  that  the  Americans  were  to  give 
ip  our  lands  they  had  taken,  and  we  were  desired 
0  lite  quietly  and  peaeeably,  in  nowise  obolest- 
ag  Ihe  AfiKetiettis.  We  have  Mrictly  followed 
bese  orders;  bat  the  Amer'itans  hatte  not  coal- 
died  with  the  Ireatv.  Colonel  NiehoUs  left  Wil- 
iam  Haiftbly  in  aharge  of  the  fort  at  Prospeot 
Muff,  with  ordera  to  Mr  us,  if  any  eaiuae  of  com- 
•laint,  and  represent  the  same  to  the  Britiafa 
levemaient;  but  be  tunwd  traitor,  and  brougtit 
he  Amertcana  down  on  the  fort,  whieh  wtts 
ie>wii  up,  and  naay  of  o«r  rtd  brethren  destroY- 
d  in  it;  The  aBteOfnition  and  stores  imeaded 
ar  eaf  use  wave  eitkev  destteyed  o^  taken  off  by- 
he  AmeriOhnst  We  have  seni  sevaral  measen- 
{era  to  inform  yo«r  eioelieney  ef  these  procead- 
nga  ef  the  Amerieanai  but  they  bate  never 
horned  to  oa  with  an  answers  Tkree  of  o*r  red 
Hvethien  bave  lately  been  killad  by  the  Anaeri- 
Min^  vrbile  hoiMiog  oa  enr  own  laada ;  and  they 
threaten  to  altaok  tbe  towaa  of  Miekassk^  and 
Sawaaet^  the  only  two  large  toama  left  us  in  tbe 
Creek  nation  i  and,  without  aid  from  your  eieel- 
itoey  we  cannot  ranal  their  attaak.  We  are 
tbererore  deputed  todemandef  yeur  cxeelleney 
^^a  atdstance  of  troops  aad  anmnaition,  that  we 

*  Far  the  remaSndet  of  Ala  teMsr  aae  No.  i. 
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may  be  able  effectually  to  repel  the  attack  of  the 
^  Americans,  and  prevent  thetr  farther  encroach* 
meats ;  and  if  we  return  without  assistance,  the 
Americans,  who  bave  their  spies  among  us,  will 
the  more  quickly  come  upon  us.  We  most  hunx** 
bly  pray  your  excellency  will  send  such  a  foree 
as  will  DC  respect^  and  make  ns  respectable.* 

[The  following  endorsed  on  the  foregoing.] 
Charkt  Cameron,  Bio,,  Cfovdrnor,  Comnumier^iii' 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
necessity  of  my  again  returning  to  the  Indian 
nation  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs;  aad  as 
my  trouble  and  expense  can  only  be  defrayed  by 
permission  to  take  ffoods  to  dispose  of  among  tbeoa, 
I  pray  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
me  such  letter  or  license  as  will  prevent  me  from 
being  captured,  in  case  of  meetina  with  aay  Span- 
ish cruiser  on  tbe  coast  of  Florida. 

No.  5. 
B.  Moodio  to  A.  JMmknai. 

BRfTlSB  COMaOLATE,  CftARLBStOir,  S.  0.| 

February  7, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  letter,  dated  the  Sch 
January,  with  an  enclosure,  which  I  forwarded 
to  His  Majesty's  Bovoy,  the  Hon.  Charles  BagoL 
at  Washington.  Since  that  time  I  hate  received 
a  few  lines  froni  him,  under  date  of  the  29Ai 
ultimo,  and  at  his  desire  I  transmit  you  a  cop)r 
of  it  annexed.    I  am,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  MOODIB. 

To  A.  Bouontoti  Bsq.,  Nd$$au, 


Mr.  Bagbi  to  Mr.  MooiU. 

Wasbinqtor,  Jan.  29, 1817. 

Sir:  I  duly  reoeived  yoar  letter  of  the  dOth 
instant,  eneloaiofp  one  frota  Nassau.  I  shall  he 
obliged  10  you  if  you  wiH  take  an  immediaHe 
opportunity  of  writing  to  the  genileaiaa  from 
whom  you  received  tfa«t  letter,  aoquainting  him 
from  me  that  the  expenses  of  postage  are  so  con- 
siderable tbat  I  must  reqnesty  if  he  baa  ^casion 
to  write  to  aae  afaio  niMm  the  aaeoe  aubject^  he 
Will  forward  hie  lettera  by  private.  opportanHies 
only. 

1  aoa,  airi  your  obedienih  hvaoible  aervant, 

CHARLES  BAQOT. 

B.  Moonia,  Eaq. 

No.  6. 
Gopff  of  a  ka&  fMn  A.  ArkMm^      ihnmiM^- 
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SOWANRB.  LOWRR  CrBRK  NaTION, 

Jitnuary  19, 1813. 

Sir:  Kenhagee,  bead  chief  of  the  Lower 
Creek  nation,  had  called  on  me  to  request.  I 
would  represent  to  yon  the  cruel  and  oppreaslve 
conduct  of  tbe  American  people  living  on  the 


^    •  The  paper  foUowiag  (No»  71)  is 
the  aaaiisr  to  this  psiMen. 
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borders  of  the  loduii  oation,  and  which  he  wa> 
in  hopesj  from  ■  talk  you  were  pleased  to  send 
him  some  weelcs  since,  woald  bare  been  put  a 
stop  to,  and  peace  restored  between  ibe  Indians 
and  the  American  people;  bat  far  from  any  stop 
being  put  to  their  inroads  and  encroachmenu, 
they  are  pouring  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not 
only  from  the  land  side,  bat  both  troops  and  set- 
tlers ascending  the  Appalachicola  river  in  vessel- 
loads.  Thus,  the  lodians  hare  been  compelled 
to  take  up  arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set 
of  lawless  invaders. 

Tour  known  philanthropy  and  goodwill  to- 
wards the  Indians  in  general  induce  the  chiefs  to 
hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  using  your 
iofloence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
lands  and  paternal  birthright,  and  also  order  that 
those  who  have  already  seized  on  their  fields 
may  retire  therefrom. 

The  Indians  have  seized  two  persons  known  to 
bave  been  greatly  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
Americans  down  on  their  lands,  and  they  are 
now  in  their  possession  as  prisoners;  and  they 
have  it  in  report  that  sales  of  their  lands  have 
been  made  by  those  twq  people  without  the 
conseiH,  approbation,  or  knowledge  of  the  chiefs ; 
and  from  their  lony  residence  in  the  nation,  and 
the  one  having  enjoyed  great  confidence  in  the 
nation,  and  with  the  chiefs,  as  English  interpre- 
ter, there  is  some  reason  to  believe  those  reports, 
when  leagued  with  the  swarms  of  Americans 
coming  from  Mobile  and  other  placei^  seizing 
the  best  of  the  Indian  lands.  Such  improper 
•ales  have  actually  been  made. 

In  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  Indians,  believe  me  I 
bave  no  wish  but  to  see  an  end  put  to  a  war 
whichj  if  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eventually 
be  their  ruin,  and,  as  they  were  not  the  aggres- 
aors,  if,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  they  commit- 
ted any  excesses,  that  you  will  overlook  them  as 
the  just  ebullition  of  an  indignant  spirit  against 
an  invading  foe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fte. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
By  9rder  ofKenhagee  and  Bowkg9y 
acting  Jor  themteltea  and  the  other  ckitft* 

To  Gen.  Mitchkix,  Agent  Indian  Affain. 

Gamp  bbporb  St.  Maqk's, 

April  8, 1818. 
The  foregoing  letter  was  produced  to  A.  Ar- 
bothnot,  on  his  examination  before  me,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him  to  have  been  written  by  him 
to  Qeneral  Mitchell,  agent  for  the  Creek  nation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Present:  Mr.  Fulton. 

K. 

DEFENCE. 
May  it  pleaee  this  Banarable  CauH: 

The  prisoner  arraigned  before  you  is  sensible 
of  ihe  indulgence  granted  by  this  honorable  court 
in  the  examination  of  the  case  now  before  them. 
It  is  not  the  wi»h  of  the 'prisoner,  in  inaktDg''his 


defence,  to  tire  the  patience  of  the  eomn  by  a 
minute  reference  to  the  voluminous  documents 
and  papers,  or  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the 
testimony  which  has  come  before  this  honorable 
court  in  the  course  of  this  investigatioa.  Nor  is 
it  the  intention  of  the  prisoner  to  waste  the  in- 
valuable time  of  this  court  by  appeals  to  their 
feelings  or  sympathy,  though  I  am  persuaded 
that  sympathy  nowhere  more  abounds  than  ia  s 
generous  American  breast  My  only  appeal  is 
to  the  sound  and  impartial  judgment  of  this  hon- 
orable court,  the  purity  and  uprightaen  of  their 
hearts,  that  they  will  dispassionately  and  patientlj 
weigh  the  evidence  which  they  have  before  them, 
apply  the  law,  and  on  these,  and  these  aloiie^  pro- 
nounce their  judgment. 

If  this  honorable  court  please,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  law  and  evidence  that  b  re- 
lied on  by  this  honorable  coort  in  aappoct  of  tbs 
first  charge  and  specification. 

Winslett,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  peoseca 
tion,  says :  The  Little  Prince  showed  him  a  let- 
ter written  in  June  last,  signed  A.  Arbathaol,  re- 
questing his  friendahip  with  the  lower  mtioa  of 
Indians.  The  same  witness  stated  be  bdieted 
the  letter  to  be  now  in  the  poeaesaion  of  the  U- 
tle  Prince.  Here,  najr  it  please  tbia  boaoiable 
court,  I  would  call  their  attention  to  tbe  lav  re- 
lating to  evidence ;  first  premiaiog  that  the  ralei 
of  evidence  are  the  same,  whether  in  civil  or 
military  tribunals.  (McCom.  99.)  This  point 
being  conceded,  the  next  inquiry  is,  what  are  ihe 
rules  of  evidence  with  respect  to  tbe  adtnlasaoa  <tf 
letters  or  papers  of  private  conespoadenee  in  a 
court  of  criminal  jurisdiction  1  May  it  please 
this  honorable  coort,  must  you  not  prodoee  the 
original  letters  and  papers,  if  tbey  are  not  lost  or 
mislaid  so  that  they  cannot  be  oibtaiacd)  And, 
in  case  they  are  lost,  proof  most  he  made  of  the 
handwriting  being  the  same  as  that  of  the  origi- 
nal, before  they  can  be  received  as  evidence. 
fMcCom.  on  Coorta-Biartial.  Pake's  Bvideace. 
Gilbert's  Law  of  Evidence.)  No  iaatance  eaa 
be  cited  where  a  copy  of  a  letter  wan  read  as  evi- 
dence when  tbe  original  could  be  obtatoed,  noeh 
less  the  giving  in  evidence  the  eoateats  of  such 
letter  from  rare  recollectloB.  Tbe  oaly  proof 
that  this  honorable  eoart  has  a[  tbe  exiatcaee  of 
such  a  letter  being  in  the  hands  of  aay  peraoa,  or 
its  contents  being  known.  Is  tbe  vagraat  waemMj 
of  a  vagrant  iadividoaL  Make  tbis  a  role  of  evi- 
dence, and  I  ask  yon  where  would  loiplieatiea, 


eonatraction,  and  invention  stop  ?  Whose  wop- 
eriy,  whose  reputation,  or  whose  life,  woald  be 
sale?    Here  I  would  beg  leave  to  naentioa  a  re- 


mark made  by  the  pNresident  of  this  court  ia  tbe 
coorse  of  this  investigation,  which  was,  that,  aet- 
wlthstanding  the  letter  was  proved  by  the  witness 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince,  thii 
court  could  not  notice  that  circttmscance,  heeaose 
there  was  no  means  by  which  it  eonld  be  ob- 
tained. I  would  ask  the  honorable  court  what 
means  have  they  adopted,  or  what  exertions  have 
they  made  to  procure  this  letter  ?  If  the  honor- 
able court  please,  I  shall  here  cloee  tbe  defence 
on  the  first  charge  aA.d  specifieatioOi 
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that  (hef  are  neither  supported  by  law  nor  eTi. 

deoce. 

Miy  it  please  the  honorable  court,  I  will  now 
come  to  the  second  charge,  and  first  specification 
of  that  charge.  In  support  of  this  charge  and 
specification,  th9  evidence  before  the  court  is  a 
letter  written  to  my  son.  If  the  court  please, 
this  letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  the  sit- 
uation of  my  properly  at  Suwanee,  and  the  large 
debts  that  were  due  me  from  Bowlegs  and  his 
peop/e.  Nothinff,  I  belie  ye,  of  an  inflammatory 
nature  can  be  found  on  reading  the  document 
marked  A,  authorising  the  opinion  that  I  was 
prompting  the  Indians  to  war.  On  the  contrary, 
if  the  honorable  court  will  examine  the  docu- 
ment marked  A,  they  will  see  that  I  wish  to  lull 
their  fears,  by  informing  them  that  it  was  the 
negroes  and  not  the  Indians  that  the  Americans 
were  principally  moring  against. 

If  the  honorable  court  please^  I  will  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  second  specification,  and 
then  close  roy  defence.  In  proof  of  this  charge, 
the  court  have  before  them  the  eridence  of  Ham- 
bly^  Cook,  and  sundry  letters  purporting  to  be 
written  by  myself  to  different  individuals.  May 
it  please  the  court,  what  does  Cook  prove?  Why, 
that  I  bad  ten  kegs  of  jrawder  at  Suwanee.  Let 
ne  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  court,  jf  they 
hiok  that  this  quantity  of  powder  would  supply 
me  thousand  Indians,  and  an  equal  number  of 
4ack8,  more  than  two  months  for  hunting.  As 
»  the  letters  named  in  this  specification,  may  it 
ilease  the  court,  the  rules  of  evidence  laid  down 
n  the  first  part  of  this  defence  will  apply  with 
iqual  force  in  the  present  case.  It  remains  now, 
nay  it  please  the  court,  to  say  something  as  to 
Samblv's  testimony.  And  may  it  please  this 
lonorabie  court,  the  rule  laid  down  in  this  case 
18  to  hearsay  eridence  will  be  found  without  a 
>recedent.  A  strong  case  was  stated  by  an  intel- 
igent  member  of  this  court,  on  the  examination 
if  this  part  of  the  evidenee;  that  is,  **  would  vou 
eceire  as  testimony  what  a  third  person  had 
aid,  who,  if  pre>ent,  you  would  reject  as  incom- 
letentf  Apply  this  principle  to  the  present 
lase;  could  an  Indian  be  examined  on  oath  in 
lor  courts  of  judicature  f  If,  then,  the  testimony 
f  savages  is  iBadmissibl|,  Hambly  prores  nothing. 

Here,  may  it  please  the  honorable  court,  I 
lose  my  reply  to  the  charges  and  specifications 
ireferred  against  me,  being  folly  persuaded  that, 
hoold  there  be  cause  for  censure,  my  judges  will, 
n  the  language  of  the  law,  lean  to  the  side  of 
nerey* 


Oontinuait§m  e/  tki  mimiiu  of  the  ftneeedinfi  tft^ 
sweesa/esun,  whtrmfM^mr  Generm  Oakut  is  wrc^ 
uUmi,mmtudhyaNkr0ftkgWih  J^pril,  Wk%. 

FoaT  St.  Mabk*8,  Apra  27, 18ia 

The  court  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C« 
Ambrister,  a  British  subject,  who,  being  asked  if 
be  had  any  objections  to  any  one  of  the  members 
of  the  court,  and  replying  in  the  negative,  was 
arraigned  on  the  following  chargeaand  apeeifi* 
:atioas,  fix: 


Charge$  i^gmuut  Moberi  C  iimMsfcr,  neio  la 
lod^,  loAo  9aya  keiaa  BnHih  mtbjtl. 

Cbarob  1.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting 
the  enemjr,  supplying  them  with  the  means  <m 
war,  he  bein^  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  at  peace 
with  the  United  Statei,  and  lately  an  officer  in 
the  British  colonial  marines. 

SjiiecijkatUm  1.  That  the  said  Robert  C.  Am* 
brister  did  give  intelligence  of  the  movements 
and  operations  of  the  American  army  between 
the  1st  and  20th  March,  1818,  and  did  excite 
them  (the  nesroes  and  Indians)  to  war  against 
the  Army  of  tte  United  States,  by  sending  their 
warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  American  armjr, 
whose  Gtorernment  was  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  United  States,  and  all  her  ejtiseos. 

CHARairf  2.  Leading  and  commanding  Iha 
Lower  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  war  againac 
the  United  States. 

Specijkatim  1.  That  the  said  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister, a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which  Oor- 
ernment  was  in  peace  and  amitv  with  the  Unt* 
ted  States  and  all  her  citizens,  did,  between  the 
1st  of  February  and  20th  of  March,  1818,  levy  a 
war  against  the  United  States^  by  assuming  com* 
mand  of  the  Indians  in  hostility  and  open  war 
with  the  United  States,  and  ordering  a  party  of 
them  to  meet  the  army  of  the  UnitedStates,  and 
give  them  battle,  as  will  appear  by  his  letters  to 
Governor  Cameron,  of  New  Providence,  dated 
20th  March,  1818,  which  are  marked  A,  C,  aad 
D ;  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Peter  B.  Cook,  and 
Captain  Lewis,  of  the  schooner  Chance. 
By  CMrder  of  the  court : 

J.  M.  GLA8SBLL,  Recorder. 

To  which  charm  and  specifications,  the  pria- 
oner  pleaded  as  fculowa,  via: 

To  the  first  charge  and  specification,  not 
guiUp, 

To  the  second  charge  and  specification,  guiUiff 
and  Juetificaiion. 

The  court  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
at  aeven  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  ldAaK*B|  AprU  28, 1818L 

The  court  metpursuant  to  a^joornmenl.  Piea* 
ent: 
Major  General  GaiNsa,  PretiderU4 

Membere* 


Colonel  Kini 


Colonel  Williams, 
LieoL  Col.  Gibson, 
Ma|or  Muhlenberg, 
Major  Montgomery, 
Captain  Vasoon, 


Colonel  Dyer^ 
Lieut.  Col,  Lindsay, 
Lieut.  Col.  Elliott, 
Major  Fanning, 
Msjor  Mi n ton. 
Captain  Crittenden. 


Lieatenant.  J.  M.  Glasaell,  Recorder. 

The  recorder  then  read  to  the  court  the  follow- 
ing order,  viz: 

HaAoa'aa,  Diviaioic  or  Taa  Sootb. 
AcMU  Gen^e  Office^  near  St.  MarVe, 
^  Apra28,18ia. 

•  GENERAL  ORDEB. 

Captain  AMiaon,  of  tlia  7th  infantryi  b  de- 
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EdaiUm$  with  Spaitu 


There  is  now  m  rttj  large  body  of  Americans 
and  Indians,  which  I  expect  will  attack  as  every 
day,  and  God  only  knows  bow  it  will  be  decided; 
bat  I  must  only  say  that  this  will  be  the  last  effort 
with  us.  There  has  been  a  body  of  Indians  gone 
to  meet  them,  and  I  have  sent  another  party.  I 
hope  your  eicellencv  will  be  pleased  to  grant  the 
favor  they  request.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add, 

But  am,  sir,  witb  due  respect,  yoor  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

ROBERT  G.  AMBRISTER. 

B. 
Firmn  RobeH  C.  Ambriitet  to  M^'or  Bdwatd  NukoU$. 

SuWANfiB,  MBAR  RIVBR  APPALAOHIOOLA. 

Dbar  Sir  :  Francis  and  all  the  Indian  chiefs 
bave  requested  me  particularly  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Americans  have  commenced  hostilities 
with  them  these  two  years  past,  find  are  making 
daily  progress  in  this  territorv,  and  say  they  wiU 
proceed  ;  that  you  are  the  only  friend  thev  have 
m  that  part  of  the  world,  and  hope  you  will  exert 
yourself  in  their  behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  as- 
sistance as  can  be  bad ;  that  the  Americans  are 
at  the  forks  of  the  river  Appalachicola ;  they 
have  written  a  number  of  times  to  England  and 
Providence,  but  have  never  received  one  answer ; 
they  expect  the  man  never  delivered  the  letters, 
but  they  have  full  hopes  in  m]|r  writing ;  they 
request  you  will  make  the  Prince  Regent  ac- 
quainted with  their  deplorable  situation.  The 
Americans  have  been  very  cruel  ever  since  they 
have  commenced,  and  hope  you  will  not  lose  a 
single  moment  in  forwarding  their  views;  they 
say  they  will  be  extremely  happy  to  see  you  out ; 
nothing  would  give  them  greater  pleasure  than 
to  see  you  out  at  this  present  time.  If  they  should 
not  see  you,  send  them  out  all  news  and  direc- 
tions, that  they  may  be  guided  by  them.  There 
are  about  three  hundred  blacks  at  this  place,  and 
a  few  of  our  bluff  people;  they  beg  me  to  say 
they  depend  on  your  promues,  and  expect  you  are 
on  the  way  out :  they  have  stuck  to  the  cause,  and 
will  always  believe  in  the  faith  of  you,  and  any 
directions  you  may  give.  Send  to  me  at  this 
place,  and  t  will  do  wnat  I  can. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N.  B.  Francis  says  you  must  bring  the  horses 
when  you  come  out  that  you  promised,  and  that 
his  house  has  been  burnt  down,  and  witb  it  his 
uniform  clothes,  R.  C.  A. 

C. 

to  Cfovemor  Cameron. 


Robert  C. 

March  20, 1818. 

'  Sir  :  I  am  reqiiested  particularly  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  exoelieoey  that  the  Amer- 
icans have  commenced  hostilities  with  them  a 
long  time  since,  and  have  advanced  some  distance 
in  their  territory,  and  are  stiJi  continning  to  ad- 
Tance ;  that  they,  the  chiefs  of  Florida,  have  sent 
repeatedly  to  your  excellency,  and  have  never 
received  one  answer;  they  suspect  Mr.  Arbuth- 
not  has  never  delivered  the  papers  to  your  excel- 


lency; they  wish  me  to  state  to  yea  that  ihejr  are 
completely  out  of  ammunition,  mnskets,  Ae.. 
begging  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  sen^ 
them  the  articles  above-mentioned,  with  a  few 
cannon,  as  the  Americans  boild  their  boats  so 
strong  that  their  rifle  balls  cannot  penetraie  their 
sides.  To  the  captain  of  the  veaeei,  who  wiU 
come  down  again,  I  have  given  nn  order  to  make 
your  excellency  acquainted  with  whni  tioae  the 
veasel  will  sail  for  this  place.  Yoor  cxcelleoey 
will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the  Prince 
Regent  acquainted  with  their  sitaatioa,  and  ask 
for  assistance,  which  they  have  pre»ed  me  very 
hard  to  press  on  yoor  excellency's  mind,  and  like- 
wise  to  send  them  down  what  news  may  be  re- 
specting them  and  the  country,  which  will  be  a 
great  satisfaction  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  respect, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRI8TBR. 

N.  B.^They  be^  yoor  excellency  will  be  as 
expeditious  as  possible.  Yoor  excelieDcy  ts  the 
only  dependence  they  have^  and  who  the  Prince 
Regent  told  them  would  give  them  every  assist- 
ance that  lav  in  yoor  power.  R.  C.  A 

His  Excellency  Governor  CAiCBROir,  dtc. 

D, 
Xoberi  C.  Aathritter  to  Oooemor  Camerom. 

SUWANBB,  NBAR  FORT  St.  MaRK'S, 

March  20,  1818. 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  Francis,  and  all  the 
Indian  chiefs,  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 
they  are  at  war  with  the  Americana^  and  have 
been  some  time  back;  that  they  are  ia  mat  dis- 
tress, for  the  want  of  ammunition,  balls,  arms,. 
dbc,  and  have  written  by  Mr.  Arbuibnot  se? eral 
limes,  but  they  suppose  be  never  delivered  theia 
to  vour  excellency.  You  will  oblige  them  much 
to  let  them  know  whether  he  did  or  noL  1  ex- 
pect the  Americans  and  Indians  will  attack  oa 
daily.  I  have  sent  a  party  of  men  to  oppose 
them. 

They  beg  me  to  press  on  your  exeelleney^a 
mind  to  lay  the  situation  of  the  country  before 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  ask  for  assistance.  AU 
news  respecting  them  your  excellency  will  do  a 
favor  to  let  me  know  by  the  first  opportunity^ 
that  I  may  make  them  acquainted.  I  have  giren 
directions  to  the  captain  to  let  your  excellency 
know  when  the  veasel  will  sail  for  this  place. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  send 
them  the  ammunition.  I  expect,  if  they  don't 
procure  some  very  shortly,  that  the  Americana, 
will  march  through  the  country.  I  have  nothing 
further  to  add,  but  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Camrroii. 

B. 
Robert  C.  AMrieter  to  Peter  B.  Cook. 

Mouth  or  tbb  Rivrb, 

TlMMlcqr,  3  o>dociE. 

Drar  Cook:   The  boat  arrived  here  aboo 
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hree  o'bloek  on  Tborsdaf.  The  wiad  has  been 
bead  erer  since  I  bare  been  down ;  the  rudder 
f  tbe  vessel  is  io  a  bad  condition,  bat  I  will 
laoage  to  have  it  done  to-night.  The  wind,  I 
m  in  hopes,  will  be  fair  in  the  morning,  when  I 
rill  set  under  way,  and  make  all  pouible  de- 
patch.  I  will  make  old  Lewis  pilot  me  safe.  If 
tiose  Indians  do  nut  conduct  themselres  strait,  I 
rou  id  use  rigorous  measures  with  them .  Beware 
f  Mr.  Jerrf ;  1  found  him  on  board  when  I  came; 
eep  a  good  look  out.  I  hare  sent  two  kegs  of 
owder.  and  a  bw  of  lead. 

Yours,  Ac.  R.  C.  A. 


DEFENCE. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  April  28, 18ia 

^he  United  Stmtes  of  America  M.  Robert  Chris- 
tie Ambrister. 

Who  being  mrraigned  before  a  special  conrt- 
aartial  upon  tbe  following  charges,  to  wit : 

Cbarqb  1.  Aiding,  abetting^  and  comforting 
be  enemjri  supplying  them  with  the  means  of 
rar.  he  being  a  subject  of  Qrcat  Britain,  at  peace 
rich  the  United  States,  and  lately  an  officer  in 
ie  British  colonial  marines. 

Cbargb  2.  Leading  and  commanding  the  Low- 
r  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  war  against  the 
Tnited  States.  ' 

To  the  first  charge,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
leaded  not  guilty;  and  as  to  the  second  charge, 
e  pleaded  guilty,  aud  justification.  The  pris- 
Der  at  the  bar  feels  grateful  to  this  honorable 
ourt  fur  their  goodness  in  giviof  a  stifficiency  of 
ime  to  deliberate  and  arrange  his  defence  on  the 
bove  charges. 

The  prisoner  at  the  bar  here  avails  himself  of 
be  opportunity  of  stating  to  this  court,  that,  in« 
smucb  as  the  tCbtimony  which  was  introduced 
a  this  case  was  very  eiplicit^and  went  to  every 
K>int  the  prisoner  could  pouibiy  wish,  he  ^as 
lotbioff  further  to  offer  in  bis  defence,  but  puts 
limself  upon  the  mercy  of  this  hooofsble  court. 
ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 


HsADa'as,  Division  of  tbb  Soutb, 

AOJUTABT  QeNSRAL's  OfFICB, 

Camp  four  mUet  north  qfSi. 
Mark'9,  Apnl  29, 1818. 

GENERAL  OSOER8. 
At  a  special  court-martial,  commenced  on  the 
16th  instant,  at  St.  Mark's,  and  continued  until 
he  night  of  the  28th,  of  which  Brevet  Major 
Gkneral  S.  P.  Gteines  is  president,  was  tried  A. 
^rbuthnot,  on  the  following  charges  and  specifi- 
sations,  vis : 

Cbarqb  1.  Bxcitittg  and  stirring  up  the  Creek 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  and 
her  citizens,  he,  A«  Arbuthnot,  being  a  subject 
of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  United  Sutes 
tre  at  peace. 

Cbarob  2.  Acting  as  a  spy,  aiding,  abetting, 
&tt<l  comforting  the  enemy,  and  supplying  them 
^ith  the  means  of  war. 
CsARaB  3.  Exciting  the  Indians  to  murder  and 


destroy  William  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle^ 
confiscate  their  property,  and  causing  their  arresL 
with  a  view  to  their  condemnation  to  death,  ana 
the  seizure  of  their  propertjr,  they  being  citizens 
of  Spain,  on  account  of  their  active  and  zealous 
exertions  to  maintain  peace  between  Spain,  the 
United  States,  and  the  Indians. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  noi 
gwUy. 

The  court,  after  mature  deliberation  on  the 
evidence  adduced,  find  the  prisoner,  A.  Arbuth* 
not,  guilty  of  the  first  charge,  and  ffuilty  of  the 
second  charge,  leaving  out  the  words  **  acting  as 
a  spy;"  and,  after  mature  refiection,  sentence 
him,  A.  Arbuthnot,  Jo  be  suspended  by  the  neck 
until  lie  is  dead. 

Was  also  tried  Robert  C.  Ambrister,  on  tbe 
following  charges,  viz : 

Cbargb  1.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting 
the  enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  the  means 
of  war,  he  beine  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  al 
peace  with  the  United  States,  and  late  an  officer 
of  the  British  colonial  marines. 

Cbarqe  3.  Leading  and  commanding  the 
Lower  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  war  against 
the  United  States. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  fol- 
lowi,  viz : 

To  the  first  charge,  not  guilty.  To  the  second 
charge,  guilty,  and  justification. 

The  court,  on  examination  of  the  evidence,  and 
on  mature  deliberation,  find  the  prisoner,  llobert 
C.  Ambrister,  guilty  of  the  first  and  second 
charges,  and  do,  therefore,  sentence  him  to  suffer 
death,  by  being  shot.  One  of  the  members  re- 
questing a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  this 
sentence,  and  it  being  had,  they  sentence  the 
prisoner  to  receive  fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  baciL 
and  be  confined  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hard 
labor  for  twelve  calendar  months. 

The  commanding  General  approves  the  findi&g 
and  sentence  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  A.  Ar- 
buthnot; and  approves  the  finding  and  first  sen-v 
fence  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Am- 
brister; and  disapproves  the  reconsideration  of 
the  sentence  of  the  honorable  court  in  his  case^ 
it  appearing,  from  tbe  evidence  and  pleading  of 
the  prisoner,  that  he  did  lead  and  command  with- 
in the  territorv  of  Spain  (being  a  subject  of  Gretft 
Britain)  the  Indians  in  war  against  the  United 
States,  these  nations  being  at  peace.  It  is  A 
established  priaciple  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
any  individual  or  a  nation,  making  war  against 
the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they  t^ing  at  peace| 
forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  becomes  an  outlaw  and 
pirate.  This  is  the  case  of  Robert  C.  Ambristefi 
clearly  shown  bv  the  evidence /idduced. 

The  commanding  General  orders  that  Brevel 
Major  A.  C.  W.  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artil- 
lerv,  will  have,  between  'the  hours  of  8  and  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  by  the 
neck  with  a  rope  until  he  is  dead ;  and  Robert 
C.  Ambrister  to  be  shot  to  death,  agreeably  to  the 
sentence  of  the  court. 

John  James  Arbuthnot  will  be  furnished  with 
a  passage  to  Pensacda  by  the  first  vessel. 
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CafMain  R.  K.  Call,  of  the  first  regimeat  of 
infantry,  U  appointed  Tolanteer  aid-de-camp  to 
the  commaodiDg  General,  until  further  orders. 

The  special  court,  of  which  Brevet  Major 
Qeoeral  E.  P.  Gaioes  is  president,  is  dissolved. 

By  order  of  Major  General  A.  Jackson  : 
ROBERT  BUTLER,  AtTjt  General. 

No.  50. 

[Bxtracto  bom  McsMge  of  Sith  Ms«ch,  1818.] 

Bxiraei  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Otorgia  to 

General  Gaines,  dated 

MiLLEDQEviLLB,  February  5, 1817. 

You  no  dottbt  have  already  been  informed  that 
the  notorious  Woodbine  has  recently  made  his 
ampearance  again,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Appala- 
enicola,  and  that  he  has  an  agent  nowamoogthe 
Seminole  Indians  and  neeroes  in  that  quarter, 
•tirring  them  up  to  acts  of  hostility  against  this 
country  j  and  that  Woodbine  himself  has  gone^ 
in  an  armed  vessel,  to  some  part  of  the  West  In- 
dies for  supplies.  ^  Connected  with  this  fact  is 
another,  which  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the 
i^uture  conduct  of  these  people,  when  once  in  the 
possession  of  the  supplies  which  it  is  said  they 
expect  on  the  return  of  Woodbine.  About  ten 
or  twelve  days  ago,  a  small  party  of  those  Indians 
entered  the  uoniier  of  Wayne  county,  and  stole 
two  horses  and  some  cattle  $  they  were  pursued 
l^y  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  peaceably  de- 
i|landed  a  restoration  of  the  stolen  property ;  and, 

S stead  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  tne  Indiana, 
ay  immediately  fired  upon  the  whiter  who  re- 
tired without  returning  ^.  shot.  One  of  tne  whites 
was  mortally  wounded. 


Btgtraet  of  a  letter  from  George  Ferryman  to  Imu* 

tenant  Sonde,  dated 

February  24, 1817. 

The  charge  given  me  by  Colonel  Clinjch  and 
yourself,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  Slates, 
induces  me  to  believe  there  is  a  confideitce  placed 
in  me  which  I  ought  not  to  deceive ;  I  therefore 
wink  it  my  duty  as  well  as  my  inclination  to 
ipv9  you  the  followiog  information :  There  was 
a  friend  of  mioe,  not  long  since,  in  the  Fowl 
^owi)  on  Flint,  and  he  saw  many  horses,  cattle, 

?nd  hogs,  that  bad  come  immedtately  from  the 
Uate  of  Georgia ;  and  they  are  bringing  them 
fli^ay  continually.  They  speak  in  the  most  con- 
tiemptuous  manner  of  the  Americans,  and  threaten 
to  have  satisfaction  for  what  has  been  done-— 
ipeaning  the  destruction  of  the  Negro  fort.  There 
is  aoother  of  my  acquaintances  returned  imme- 
diately from  the  Seminole  towns,  and  saw  the 
negroes  on  parade  there;  he  counted  about  six 
Eomdred  that  bore  arms;  they  have  chosen  offi- 
cers of  every  description,  and  endeavor  to  keep 
up  a  regular  discipline,  and  are  very  strict  in 
punish] Dg  violators  of  their  militarv  rules.  There 
Is  said  to  be  about  the  same  number  of  Indians 
belonging  to  their  party,  and  there  are  both  ne- 
roes  and  Indians  daily  going  to  their  standard, 
hey  say  they  are  in  complete  fix  for  fighting, 


and  wish  for  an  engagement  with  the  AaKrieans, 
or  Mcintosh's  troops;  they  would  let  iktm  know 
they  had  somethioff  more  to  do  than  they  had  at 
Appalachicola.  They  have  chosen  Bowlegs  for 
their  head,  and  nominated  him  King,  and  pay 
him  all  kind  of  monarchial  respect,  almost  to 
idolatry,  keeping  a  picket  guard  at  the  dtstaoee 
of  five  miles.  They  have  a  number  of  the  like- 
liest American  horses.  But  there  are  one  or  two 
chiefs  that  are  not  of  the  choir ;  Keohagee,  the 
Miclnsuky  chief,  is  one  that  is  an  exception. 


T] 


Extras  of  a  letter  from  Arekibald  Okmkt^hOendma 
of  St.  Mdry'e  Georgia^  to  General  Gamei^  dated 

FSBBUAET  as,  1817. 

Oq  t|ie  25th  instant  the  house  of  Mr.  Garret, 
residing  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county,  near 
the  boundary  of  Wayne  county,  was  attacked 
during  his  absence,  near  the  middle  of  the  day, 
by  this  party,  consisting  of  about  fifteen,  who 
snot  Mrs.  Garret  in  two  places,  and  despafebed 
her  by  stabbing  and  scalping.  Her  two  children, 
one  abooi  three  years,  ihe  other  two  months, 
were  abo  murdered,  and  the  eldest  scalped  ;  the 
house  was  then  plundered  of  every  article  of 
value,  and  set  on  fire. 

Extract  of  a  Idler  from  Riehard  M.  Smmde,  Aikm- 
faniry,  oommanaing  at  Fort  GameOf  Gcerpa,  to 
'  Colonel  William  JRng,  or  qffieer  eommxmdueg  tie 
ith  rtgiment  ofinfamry,  dated 

March  15, 1817. 

I  encioiee,  for  your  information,  two  ietien 
which  I  received  a  few  days  sioee.  Yester^f 
William  Ferryman,  accompanied  by  two  of  the 
Lower  chiefsi  arrived  here;  he  informs  me  that 
McClueen,  the  chief  mentioned  in  one  of  the  en- 
closed letters,  is  at  present  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  hostilities ;  that  they  are  anxious  for  war, 
and  have  lately  murdered  a  woman  and  two  chii^ 
dren.  He  likewise  says  that  he  expects  the 
news  in  George  Ferryman's  letter  is  trne,  foe 
there  are  talks  going  through  the  towns  that  the 
English  are  to  be  at  Ochlochnee  river  in  three 
months. 


Extrad  qf  a  letter  from  Damd  B.  Mitchell,  Indian 
agent,  to  the  Sterefiary  of  War^  dated 

Mii^EiH)BVii«L«,  Georgia, 
March  30, 1817. 

By  yesterday's  mail  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Timothy  Barnard,  who  resides  at  Flint  river, 
in  the  Indian  country,  a  cooaiderable  distaniM 
below  the  agency,  in  which  he  observes :  ^  I  hav« 
been  informed  two  days  past,  from  below,  where 
the  Red  Stick  claas  reside,  that  a  party  has  be^u 
down  near  St.  Mary's,  and  murdered  a  woman 
and  two  children,  and  brought  off  sonM  hot^ee.'' 
"I  will  further  state  that  I  have  received  ia* 
formation  from  otber  persons  at  and  near  Fort 
Gaines,  that  a  British  agent  is  now  tmoi^  iheae 
hostile  Indians,  and  that  he  has  beea  sending 
insolent  messages  to  the  friendly  Indian  wk 
white  men  settled  above  the  SjMUiisk  liso  \  he  is 
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tiso  charged  with  stimalatiag  the  JpdiaiM  to 
iheir  present  hostile  aspect ;  oat  whether  he  is 
m  acKQOwiedged  agent  of  any  foreign  Power, 
)r  a  mere  adventarer,  I  do  not  pretend  to  de- 
iermine,  but  am  dispiosed  to  believe  him  the 
atter." 


^xtr^iU  rf  •  klUr  from  GmmU  GaineB  io  HkSee^ 

rdaty  of  Wart  daiod 

Camp  Momtoombrt,  M.  T., 

April  3^  1817. 

I  reeeired  by  the  last  mail  a  letter  from  Archi- 
lald  Clarkej  Ssq.,  Intendant  of  the  town  of  St. 
darys,  by  which  it  appears  that  another  outrage, 
if  uncommon  cruelty,  has  recently  been  perpe- 
rated  by  a  party  of  Indians  upon  the  Southern 
roDtieri  near  the  boundary  of  IVayne  county. 
They  hare  massacred  a  woman,  (Mrs.  Garret,) 
ind  two  of  her  children  ;  the  mother  and  eldest 
;hild  were  scalped;  the  house  plundered  and 
»arDt. 


^ztraet  of  a  Utter  from  A*  CuUoh  to  General  Gainei, 
written  at  Fort  Gainee, 

We  are  hourly  told  by  every  source  of  infor* 
lation,  by  the  Iriendly  Indians,  by  letters  from 
Filliam  Hambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  who  re- 
ide  low  down  on  the  Appalachicola.  that  all  the 
iwer  tribes  of  Indians  have  imbodied,  and  are 
ryiog  their  meats  to  come  on  to  the  attack  of  this 
ost.  The  British  agent  at  Ochlochnee  Sound  is 
iviog  presents  to  the  Indians.  We  have  among 
s  Indians  who  hare  been  down  and  repeired 
owder,  lead,  toinahawks,  knives  and  a  drnm  for 
ach  town,  with  the  royal  coat  of  arms  painted  on 
I.  We  have  at  this  time  at  least  five  hundred  Inr 
lians  skulking  in  this  neighborhood,  within  thre^ 
>r  four  miles  of  us,  who  will  not  act  for  them- 
elves,  and  who  are  evidentlr  waiting  for  the 
igoal  to  strike  an  eiSSeetual  blow.  They  have 
tolen  almost  every  horse  beloagiog  to  the  citi- 
;ens.  They  have  scared  them  ironi  the  fields 
vhich  they  have  cleared,  and  have  taken  posses- 
ion of  their  houses.  They  are  now  stealing 
worses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  from  the  Georgia  lines, 
ind  have  killed  one  or  two  families  on  the  Satilla. 


Mma  ^f  a  hitor  from  General  Gaineo  U  Mqfer 
General  Andrew  Jaekeon^  dakd 

Fort  Sgott,  Gaoaou, ' 

November  21, 1817. 

The  first  brigade  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
I9th  instant.  1  had  previously  sent  an  Indian 
runner,  to  notify  the  first  town  chief,  E-me-he- 
mant-by,  of  my  arrival,  and,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain whether  his  hostile  temper  had  abated, 
requesting  hkn  to  visit  me.  He  replied  that  he 
had  alieady  Mid  to  the  commanding  officer  here 
ail  he  had  to  say,  and  he  would  noi  come. 

Among  the  articles  found  in  the  house  of  the 
chief  was  a  British  uniform  coat  (scarlet)  with  a 
pair  of  gold  epaulets,  and  a  certincate  signed  by 
a  Btiiish  captain  of  mariAes,  "  Robert  White,  in 
the  absence  of  Coloael  NiehoUs,"  stating  that  the 


chief  had  always  been  a  tiue  and  faithfvl  fijes4 
to  the  British. 

The  reports  of  friendly  Indians  concur  in  enlim 
mating  the  number  of  hostile  warriors,  including 
the  Red  Sticks  and  Seminoles,  at  ipore  than  two 
thousand,  besides  the  blacks,  amounting  to  near 
four  hundred  fnen,  and  increasing  by  runawaya 
from  Georgia.  They  have  been  promised^as  serf 
eral  Indians  inform  roe,  assistance  from  the  En- 
glish at  New  Providence.  This  promise,  thouga 
made  bv  Woodbine,  is  relied  on  by  most  of  ihct 
Seminole  Indians.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they 
will  sue  for  peace  as  soon  as  they  find  their  hopea 
of  British  aid  to  be  without  a  foundation. 

No.  51.  o. 
General  Gainee  to  the  SSeeretaryof  War-^wifh  aialk* 

HsApa'as,  Fort  Scott,  Geobqia, 

December  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  tiie  SStli 
ultimo,  your  commuieation  of  the  30th  October. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  thai  the  President  ap^ 
proves  of  my  movement,  but  1  much  regret  that 
his  just  expectations  as  to  the  effect  there  wa^ 
reason  to  believe  would  be  produced  on  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  by  this  udovement  have 
not  been  realised.  I  am  now  quite  eonviaaed 
that  the  hostility  of  these  Indians  is,  and  haa 
long  since  been,  of  so  deep  a  character  as  to  leave 
no  groiiod  to  caJoulate  upon  iraaquiliity,  or  the 
future  security  of  our  frontier  settlemeats,  oniil 
the  towns  south  and  cast  of  this  place  shall  r»> 
eeiveasigoai  proof  of  our  willingness  to  retaliate 
for  every  outrage.  It  is  now  my  painful  duty 
to  report  an  afiatr  of  a  moro  serious  and  deeisire 
nature  than  has  heretofore  aecurfed,  and  wJmc^ 
leaves  no  doubt  of  tbe  necessity  of  an  lAimediata 
application  of  force,  and  active  measures  on  oor 
part.  A  larse  party  of  Seminole  Indians  on  the 
30th  ultimo  formed  an  ambuscade  upon  the  Af* 
palachicola  river,  a  mile  below  the  junction  of 
the  Flint  and  Chatahoochee^  attacked  one  of  our 
boats  ascending  near  the  shore,  and  killed,  woundk 
ed«  and  took  tbe  greater  pact  of  the  detachmeal, 
consisting  of  forty  naen,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant R.  W.  ScoU,  of  the  7th  infantry.  There 
were  also  on  board^  killed  or. taken*  seVM  W9me% 
the  wives  of  soldiers.  Six  men  of  the  detach- 
ment only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were  wounded* 
They  report  that  the  strength  of  tbe  ^arreiit  at 
the  point  of  attack  had  obliged  the  jieutenaac  to 
keep  his  boat  near  the  shore ;  that  the  Indiana 
had  foraged  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
were  not  discovered  (ill  their  fire  had  oomr 
menced,  ia  the  first  volley  of  which  Lieutenant 
Scott  and  his  most  valuable  men  fell. 

The  lieutenant  nod  his  party  had  besa  aeut 
from  this  place  some  days  before  to  assist  Major 
Muhlenberg  in  asoeodiog  the  river  with  three 
vessels  laden  with  military  stores  brought  from 
Montgomery  and  Mobile.  The  Mejor.  instead 
of  regaining  the  party  to  assist  him,  as  1  had  ad-, 
vised,  (see  eoclosure  No.  2,}  retained  only  about 
twenty  men,  and  in  their  place  put  a  like  num- 
ber of  sick,  with  the  women,  and  some  regiaaeo- 
tal  clothing.  The  boat,  thus  Uden,  was  detaahed 
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aJooe  for  this  pUce.  It  is  dae  to  Mtjor  Moblen- 
bcrg  to  observe  that,  at  the  time  he  detached  the 
boat,  I  have  reasoD  to  believe  he  was  not  apprized 
of  any  receot  hostilities  having  taken  place  in 
this  quarter.  It  appears,  however,  from  Lieateo- 
ant  Scott's  letter,  received  aboat  the  hour  in  which 
he  was  attacked,  (see  enclosare  No.  3,)  that  he 
had  been  waroed  of  the  danger.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  I  bad  two  boats  fitted  op  with 
oovers  aod  port-boles  for  defence,  and  detached 
Captain  Clinch  with  an  oflBcer  and  forty  men, 
with  an  order  to  secure  the  movement  or  Lieu- 
tenant Scott,  and  then  to  assist  Msjor  Muh- 
lenberg. 

This  detachment  em  barked  on  the  evening  of  the 
30tb,  and  mast  have  passed  the  scene  of  action 
below  at  night,  and  some  hours  after  the  affair 
terminated.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Captain 
Clinch.  I  shall  immediately  strengthen  the  de- 
taohment  under  Major  Muhlenberg  with  another 
iNMtt,  secured  against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will, 
therefore,  move  op  with  safety,  keeping  near  the 
middle  of  the  river.  I  shall  moreover,  taken 
position  with  my  principal  force  at  the  junction 
of  (he  river,  near  the  line;  aod  shall  attack  any 
vessel  that  may  attempt  to  intercept  our  vessel 
and  supplies  below,  as  I  feel  persuaded  the  order 
of  the  President,  prohibiting  an  attack  upon  the 
Indians  below  the  line,  has  reference  only  to  the 
past,  and  not  to  the  present  or  future  outrages, 
sQcli  as  the  one  just  now  perpetrated,  aod  such 
as  shall  place  our  troops  strictly  within  the  pale 
of  natural  law,  where  self-defence  is  sanctioned 
by  the  privilege  of  self-preservation.  The  wound- 
ed men  who  made  their  eseape  concur  in  the 
opinion  that  thev  had  seen  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred hostile  Indian  warriors  at  different  places 
below  the  point  of  attack.  Of  the  force  engaged 
they  differ  in  opinion;  but  all  agree  that  the 
nnmber  was  very  considerable,  extending  about 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  along  the  shore,  in 
the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  thick  woods.  I  am  as- 
avred  by  the  friendly  chief  that  the  hostile  war- 
riora  of  every  town  apon  the  Chatahoochee  pre- 
pared canoes  and  pushed  off  down  the  river  to 
join  the  Seminoles  as  soon  as  the  account  of  my 
niovement  from  the  Alabama  reached  them. 

The  Indians  now  remaining  upon  the  Chata- 
hoochee, I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  well  dis- 
posed. One  of  the  new  settlers,  however,  has  re- 
cently been  killed ;  but  it  has  been  clearly  proved 
that  the  murderer  had  belonged  to  the  hostile 
party.  The  friendly  chiefs  in  the  neighborhood, 
when  apprized  of  the  murder  assembled  a  party, 
and  sent  in  pursait  of  the  offender,  and  followed 
him  to  the  Flint  river,  on  the  route  to  Micka- 
snky,  whither  he  escaped.  Ooishajo  and  several 
other  friendly  chiefs,  have  offered  me  their  ser- 
vices, with  their  wrrriors,  to  go  against  the  Sem- 
inoles. I  have  promised  to  give  them  notice  of 
the  time  that  may  be  filed  for  my  departure,  and 
then  to  accept  their  services.  The  enclosure  No.  1 
contains  the  substance  of  what  I  have  said  to  the 
chiefa  who  have  visited  me;  several  of  whom 
reside  sooth  of  the  Spanish  line,  and  west  of 
Appalnchicola  river.     It  was  expected  by  the| 


chiefs  that  I  should  communicate  to  tbeo  my 
views  and  wishes.  I  felt  authorized  to  say  bat 
little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary,  in  whatlshoald 
say,  to  endeavor  to  counteract  the  erroneous  im- 
pressions by  which  they  have  been  misled  by 
pretended  British  agents. 

I  hope  the  President  wiH  see  in  what  I  have 
said  nothing  to  disapprove.  I  feel  persoaded  a 
report  of  the  various  talks  which  I  received  froai 
the  chiefs  would  show  the  propriety  of  what  I 
have  said  to  ihem ;  such  a  report  I  have  not  a 
moment's  time  now  to  make.  The  Indians  are 
at  this  moment  firing  at  our  camp  ftooithe  ojipo* 
site  side  of  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfoUy,  your 
obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  p.  QAINBS, 

Major  General  camwuniding. 

Talk  enclosed  in  61  a,  (No.  1.) 

Cbibps  and  Warbioro  :  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has  been  informed  of  the  morders 
aod  thefts  committed  by  hostile  Indimos  in  tlds 
part  of  the  country.  He  has  authorized  (General 
Jackson  to  arrest  the  offenders,  aod  caase  jostiee 
to  be  done.  The  Indians  have  been  required  to 
deliver  up  the  murderers  of  our  citizens  aod 
the  stolen  property,  but  they  refused  to  delirer 
either.  They  have  had  a  council  at  Mickasuky, 
in  which  they  have  determined  upon  war ;  they 
have  been  at  war  against  helpless  women  and 
children ;  let  them  now  calculate  upon  fighting 
men.  We  have  long  known  that  we  had  enemies 
east  of  this  river:  we  likewise  know  we  have 
some  friends,  but  they  are  so  mixed  together  we 
cannot  always  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other. 
The  President,  wishing  to  do  justice  to  his  red 
friends  and  children,  has  given  orders  for  the  bad 
to  be  separated  from  the  good.  Those  who  have 
taken  up  arms  aninst  him,  and  such  as  have  lis- 
tened to  the  bad  talks  of  the  people  beyond  the 
sea,  must  go  to  Mickasuky,  Sowanee,  where  we 
wish  to  find  them  together.  But  all  those  who 
were  our  friends  in  the  war  will  sit  still  at  their 
homes  in  peace.  We  will  pay  them  for  what  com 
and  meat  they  have  to  sell  us.  We  will  be  their 
friends,  and  when  they  are  hungry  we  will  give 
them  meat.  The  hostile  party  pretend  to  calcu- 
late upon  help  from  the  British—^ns  well  look  for 
soldiers  from  the  moon  to  help  them.  Their  war- 
riors were  beaten  and  driven  from  oor  country  by 
American  troops.  The  English  are  not  able  co 
help  themselves ;  how.  then,  should  they  help  the 
old  **Red  Sticks,''  wnom  they  have  ruiaed  by 
pretended  f^iendsoip? 

No.  51  5,  (No.  8.) 

Gaural  Gainu  to  Mt^  Mthhnhafg. 

FoBT  SooTT,  Aftmemher,  1817. 
Sir  :  The  waters  having  risen  snfficieatly  high 
to  enable  you  to  asceod  the  river  with  all  the 
vessels,  I  wish  you  to  do  so,  though  it  shoold  rake 
longer  than  I  had  anticipated.  Ton  can  avnii 
yourself  of  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Scott's  detach- 
ment  lo  arpedite  your  movement  hither.    Keep 


2069 


AFFBNBIZ. 


2om 


Xdaiimw  wi£k  Spain. 


yoor  vessels  near  to  each  other  i  aod,  shoald  you 
meet  soy  insoperable  obstacle,  eudeavor  to  ap- 
prize me  thereof,  and  yoo  shall  have  additional 
relief.  WisbiDg  to  see  yon  soon,  with  your  fleet, 
I  remain,  with  grett  renrd,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  GAIffKS. 

To  Msjor  MUBLBNBBBQ, 

United  Statet  troops. 


No.  61  e,  (No.  3.) 

UetUenmni  Seoti  to  Geturol  Gakui* 
Bparish  Biapp,  ^ToMinierSS,  1817. 

Sib:  Enclosed  ]rou  will  receive  Major  Muh- 
lenberg's communication,  which  he  directs  me 
to  forward  to  you  by  express  from  this  place. 
Mr.  Hambly  informs  me  that  Indians  are  assem- 
bling at  the  junction  of  the  river,  where  they  in- 
tend to  make  a  sta^d  against  those  vessels  coming 
op  (be  river.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  am  not 
ible  to  make  a  stand  asainst  them.  My  com- 
Daod  does  not  eiceed  forty  men,  and  one-half 
uck  and  without  arms.    I  leave  this  immediately. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  SCOTT, 
7th  htfaniryy  com*g  detachment. 


NoTB. — The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to  three 
loUars  on  delivering  this  letter.  The  Indians 
lave  a  report  here  that  the  Indians  have  beaten 
he  white  people. 

No.  51  d. 
Oeneral  Omneste  Captain  CHneh. 

HaiADaXJABTBBa.  FOBT  SOOTT, 

November  90, 1817. 

SiB :  Yoo  will  embark  with  the  party  assigned 
fou  OQ  board  the  covered  boats;  descend  the 
river  until  you  meet  with  Lieutenant  Scott;  de- 
liver to  him  a  cover  for  his  boat,  and  give  him 
inch  assistance  as,  in  your  judgment,  shall  be  ne- 
sessary  to  secure  his  party,  and  expedite  his 
movement  to  this  place.  T ou  will  then  proceed, 
irith  the  residue  of  yoor  command,  down  the 
river,  until  you  meet  with  Major  Muhlenberg; 
!tport  to  him,  and  act  under  Lis  orders.  You 
ivill,  in  no  case,  put  your  command  in  the  power 
)f  the  Indians  near  the  shore.  Be  constantly  on 
ihe  alert.  Remember  that  United  Sutes  troops 
tan  noTer  be  surprised  by  Indians  witboot  a  loss 
of  honor,  to  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  strength 
that  mignt  ensue. 

To  Coi.  Clinob,  7th  infimiiy. 

No.  52. 

Oeneral  Jaekeon  to  the  Seerttary  of  Vfar, 

HBADa'BBy  Division  op  thb  Sootb, 

Bawlege^e  Ibmn,  Suwanee  rioer, 

AprU  20^  1818. 

Sib:  My  last  communication,  dated  Camp 
before  St.  Mark's,  8(h  April,  and  those  to  which 
it  referred,  advised  you  of  m7  movements  and 
operations  up  to  that  date,  and,  as  I  then  adrised 
yoo,  I  marched  from  that  place  on  the  morning 


of  the  9th.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  was 
joined  by  the  rear  of  the  Tennessee  Tolunteers, 
also  by  the  Indians  under  General  Mcintosh, 
whom  I  had  left  at  Mickasaky  to  scour  the  coun- 
try around  that  place.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the  waters  had 
subsided  in  a  great  degree,  our  march  might  be 
said  to  hare  been  through  water,  which  kept  the 
infantry  wet  to  the  middle;  and  the  depth  of  the 
swamps,  added  to  the  want  of  forage,  occasioned 
the  horses  to  give  out  daily  in  great  numbers. 
On  the  morning  of  the  12tb,  near  Econfinnah,  or 
Natural  Bridge,  a  party  of  Indians  were  discoT- 
ered  on  the  margin  of  a  swamp,  and  attacked  br 
General  Mcintosh  and  about  fiftf  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers, who  routed  them,  killing  thirty-seven 
warriors,  and  capturing  six  men  and  ninety-seven 
women  and  children;  also  recapturing  a  white 
woman  who  had  been  taken  at  the  massacre  of 
ScotL  The  friendlv  Indians  also  took  some 
horses  and  about  five  hundred  head  of  cattle  from 
the  enemy,  who  proved  to  be  McClueen's  party. 
Upon  the  application  of  an  old  woman  of  the 
prtsonersj  I  agreed  that  if  McClueen  was  tied 
and  carried  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 
her  people  should  be  received  in  peace,  carried 
to  the  upper  tribes  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  there 
provisioned  until  they  could  raise  their  own 
crops.  She  appeared  much  pleased  with  those 
terms,  and  I  set  her  at  liberty,  with  written  in- 
structions to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's  to 
that  effect.  Having  received  no  fiirther  intelli- 
gence from  McClueen,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
nie  old  woman  has  complied  with  her  part  of  the 
obligation. 

From  St.  Mark's  I  marched  with  eight  days' 
rations,  those  that  joined  me  having  but  five; 
this  was  done  under  the  expectation  of  reaching 
this  place  in  that  time,  founded  on  the  report  of 
my  faithful  Indian  guide,  which  I  should  bave- 
accomplished  but  for  the  poverty  of  my  horses 
and  the  continued  sheets  of  water  throujg^ii  which 
we  had  to  pass.  On  the  morning  of^the  15th 
my  scoots  overtook  a  small  party  of  IndlanS| 
killing  one  man  and  capturing  the  residue,  con- 
sisting of  one  man  and  woman  and  two  childreUi 
and  on  that  evening  I  encamped,  as  my  guide 
supposed,  within  twelve  miles  of  Suwanee.  I 
marched  very  early  on  the  16th,  under  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  encompass  and  attack  the  Indian 
and  negro  towns  by  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but, 
much  to  my  regret,  at  three  o'clock,  and  after 
marchinff  sixteen  miles,  we  reached  a  remarka- 
ble pond,  which  my  guide  recollected,  and  re- 
ported to  be  distant  six  miles  from  the  object  of 
my  march ;  here  I  should  have  halted  for  the 
night,  had  not  six  mounted  Indians,  (supposed  to 
be  spies,)  who  were  discovered,  effected  their 
escape:  this  determined  me  to  attemot,  by  a 
forced  movement,  to  prevent  the  removal  of  their 
effects,  and.  if  possible,  themselves  from  crossinc 
the  river,  for  my  rations  being  out,  it  was  all- 
important  to  secure  their  supplies  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  my  troops.  Accordingly,  my  lines  of 
attack  were  instantly  formed  and  put  in  motion, 
and  about  sonset  my  left  flank  column,  composed 
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of  (h9  second  regiment  of  Teoneatae  ▼olonieerti 
comiQaBded  by  Calooel  Wtiliamsoii,  and  a  part 
of  the  frieodiy  ladians,  under  ColoQel  Kanard, 
having  approached  the  left  flank  of  the  centre 
town  and  commenced  their  attack,  caused  me  to 
quicken  the  pace  of  the  centre,  composed  of  the 
regulars,  Gkorgia  militia,  and  my  Tolunceer  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  guards,  in  order  to  press 
the  enemy  in  his  centre,  while  the  right  column, 
composed  of  the  first  regiment  of  Tennessee 
Tolunteers,  under  Colonel  Dyer,  and  a  nart  of  the 
friendly  Indians,  headed  by  Gkneral  Mcintosh, 
who  had  preceded  m€,  were  endeaYoriag  to  turn 
his  left  and  cut  off  his  retreat  to  the  rif«r;  thay, 
however,  having  been  previously  informed  of  our 
force,  by  a  precipitate  retread  soon  crossed  the 
river,  where,  it  is  believed.  Colonel  Kanard,  with 
hb  Indians,  did  them  considerable  injury.  Nine 
negroes  and  two  Indians  were  found  dead,  and 
two  negro  men  made  prisoners. 

On  the  17th  foraging  parties  were  sent  out. 
who  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  corn  and 
some  cattle.  The  18th,  having  obtained  some 
amall  craft,  I  ordered  General  Gaines  across  the 
river  with  a  strong  detachment  and  two  days' 
provision  to  pursue  the  enemy.  The  precipitancy 
of  their  flight  was  soon  discovered  by  the  great 
quantity  ofgoods,  corn,  dbc,  strewed  through  the 
awamps,  and  convinced  General  Gaines  that  pur- 
suit was  in  vain.  Nine  Indians  and  five  negro 
prisoners  were  taken  by  our  Indians.  The  evi- 
dence of  haste  with  which  the  enemy  had  fled 
induced  the  General  to  confine  his  reeonnoissance 
to  search  for  cattle  and  horses,  both  of  which 
were  much  wanted  by  the  army.  About  thirty 
bead  of  cattle  were  procured  ;  but,  from  the  re- 
ports accompanying  General  Gaines's,  which  will 
in  due  time  be  torwarded  to  you,  and  the  disobe- 
dience of  his  orders  by  the  Indians,  not  one  pound 
^a$  brought  into  camp. 

As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  I  shall  forward  a 
detailed  account  of  the  varioas  little  affairs  with 
the  enemy,  accompanied  with  report&of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  detachment.  Suffice  it 
for  the  present  to  add,  that  every  officer  and 
8oldi«r  under  my  command,  when  danger  ap- 
peared, showed  a  steady  firmness,  which  con- 
vinced me  that,  in  the  event  of  a  stubborn  con- 
flict, they  would  have  realized  the  best  hopes  of 
their  country  and  General. 

I  believe  I  may  say  that  the  destruction  of  this 
place,  with  the  possession  of  St.  Mark's,  having, 
on  the  night  of  the  18th,  captured  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Ambrister,  of  the  British  marine  corps, 
and,  as  represented  by  Arbuthnot,  successor  to 
Woodbine,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the  pres* 
ent;  and,  should  it  be  renewed,  the  position  taken, 
which  ocght  to  be  held,  will  enable  a  small  party 
to  put  U  down  promptly. 

I  shall  order,  or  take  mvself,  a  reconnoistance 
west  of  the  Appalachicola  at  Pensaoola  point, 
where,  I  am  informed,  there  are  a  few  Red  Sticks 
assembled,  who  are  fed  and  supported  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola.  My  health  being  impaired, 
as  soon  as  this  duty  is  performed,  the  positions 
taken,  well  garrlsoaed|  and.  security  given  to  the 


southern  fironti^s,  (if  the  Governmeat  haire  sot 
active  eoiployment  for  mej  I  shall  rumh  to 
Nashville  to  regain  my  health.  The  health  of 
the  troops  is  much  impaired,  and  I  haveordeved 
the  Gkorgia  troops  to  Hartford  to  be  mus&ered, 
paid,  and  discharged;  the  General  having  com- 
municated his  wishes,  and  that  of  his  troops,  tp 
be  ordered  directly  th«M|«iid  reportiag  that  th^ 
have  a  plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to  subsist  them  to 
that  point.  I  have  wvittea  to  the  Gk^veraorof 
Georgia  to  obtain  from  the  State  the  necessary 
funds  to  pay  General  GHasseook^  biJ^ade  whea 
disehargea,aod  tbot  Che  GovenMaeat  will  prooajM^ 
ly  refund  it.  I  am  compelled  lo  this  mode  to  hare 
them  promptly  paid,  Mr.  Hogan,  the  paymasccr 
of  the  seventh  iniantry,  (for  whom  I  received  from 
Mr.  Breut  an  enclosure  said  to  cootain  $50,000,) 
not  having  reached  me. 

From  the  information  received  from  Ajnbnster 
and  a  Mr.  Cook,  who  was  capuired  with  him, 
that  A.  Arbuthnot's  schooner  was  at  the  mooch 
of  this  river,  preparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of 
Tampa,  my  aid-decamp.  Lieutenant  Gbdsdeu, 
volunteered  his  services  with  a  small  detachment 
to  descend  the  river  and  capture  her.  The  im- 
portance of  this  vessel  to  tcansport  mj  sick  to  St. 
Mark's,  as  well  as  to  destroy  the  means  used  by 
the  enemy,  induced  me  to  grant  bts  reqoest;  he 
sailed  yesterday,  and  I  expected  lo  have  heard 
from  bim  this  morning.  I  only  await  bis  repnt 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  on  my  return  fcr  8l 
Mark's.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by  whom  I  sead 
this,  being  about  to  mareb,  compels  me  to  close 
it  without  the  report  of  Lientenaat  GaMeo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

ANDR&W  JACX80N, 

Majm'  General  commanding. 

Hon«  Joaif  C.  Calboiui, 

Department  rf  War.. 

fio.  63. 
General  Jaekeen  lo  the  Seerttary  of  VTor. 

HnADc^'Ra,  DiviBioM  of  thb  Sovm, 
Fori  &U  Marh*,  AprU  26, 1811. 

Sib  :  I  wrote  yon  from  Bowlegs'  Town  on  the 
30th  instant.  On  the  night  of  the  aaoie  day  I 
received  the  expected  despatch  from  my  aid-de- 
camp, Lieuieaaat  Gadsden,  commnnacntmg  the 
success  of  his  exneditien :  and,  on  the  oexi  day, 
as  soon  as  the  siaa:  of  my  mtmf  were  despatched 
down  the  Suwanee  river,  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
captured  schooner  to  St.  Mark's,  I  took  np  die 
line  of  march  for  that  fort^  I  arrived  at  this 
place  last  evening,  performing  a  march  of  one 
hundred  and  seven  mttes  ia  less  than  five  days. 
Lieutenant  Gadsden  had  reached  it  a  few  boors 
before  me.  He  communicates  having  /bond, 
among  the  papers  of  Artethaet,  AmbrSter,  and 
Cook,  ieaiem,  memoiials,  dbe^  ail  pointing  out 
the  iaitfgatota^f  this  savage  war,  and,  in  some 
measure,  iovplving  the  .British  Qovcromenr  in 
the  agency.  These  will  be  forwarded  yea  in  a 
detailed  report  I  purpose  communicating, to  yoi» 
as  early  as  practicable. 

The  old  woman  spoken  of  in  mj  last  oomMn- 
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nidfttioik  to  yon,  wko  praiaited  to  om  her  ioflo^ 
eae*  Id  hoving  Modneeo  eaptored  tnd  delivered 
ip)  hts  not  been  heani  of.  From  eiffos  diseov- 
ered  oa  the  oopoeite  shore  of  the  St.  MarkHi 
riTer,  I  am  iiidaeed  to  believe  that  the  Indian 
party  is  still  in  this  neighborhood.  A  detach*- 
meat  tlill  be  sent  on t  to  reconnoitre  the  country, 
to  reeeire  them  as  friends  if  disposed  to  surrender, 
Of  inflict  merited  chastisement  if  still  hostile. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  two  or  three  days  for  Fort 
Ghidsdeo,  and,  aft^  making  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  security  of  the  positions  oceu^ied, 
and  detaching  n  foree  to  scour  the  country  west 
of  (he  Appainchicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  A>r 
Itehviile.  My  presence  in  this  country  can  no 
loager  be  necessary.  The  Indian  forces  have 
been  divided  snd  scanered,  cut  off  from  all  com* 
maoication  with  those  unprincipled  agents  of 
foreign  nations  who  had  deluded  them  to  their 
rain;  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  re* 
mains,  of  again  annoying  our  frontier. 
I  remain,  d&c. 

ANDRBW  JACKSON. 

No.  54. 

HuAna^ae,  Divibion  of  tbb  Soutb, 
^oH  Gadsden^  May  5, 1818. 

Bra  :  I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  and  embrace  an 
early  opportunity  of  furnishit^g  you  a  detailed 
report  or  my  operations  to  the  east  of  the  Apptt- 
lachicola  river.    In  the  several  communications 
addressed  to  you  from  Hartford,  Fort  Scott,  and 
this  place,  I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  army 
on  my  assuming  the  immedilte  command,  the 
embarrassment  occasioned  from  the  want  of  pro- 
visions, the  privations  of  my  troops  on  their 
march  from  the  frontiers  of  Qeorgia,  and  the 
circumstances  which  compelled  me  to  move  di- 
rectly down  the  Appalacbicola  river  to  meet  with 
and  protect  the  expected  supplies  from  New  Or- 
leans.   Tbese  were  received  on  the  25th  of  March, 
and  on  the  next  day  I  was  prepared  for  active 
operations.    For  a  detailed  account  of  my  move- 
menu  firom  that  period  to  this  day  you  are  respect- 
fully referred  to  the  report  prepared  by  my  adju- 
tant general,  accompanied  with  Captain  Hugh 
Young's  topographical  sketch  of  the  route  and 
distance  performed.    This  has  been  principally  a 
war  of  movements.    The  enemy,  cut  off  from 
their  strongholds,  or  de^eired  In  the  promised 
foreign  aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  en- 
gagement.   Their  resistance  Has  generally  heen 
teenle;  and  in  the  partial  rencontres  into  which 
they  seem  to  have  been  involuntarily  forced,  the 
regulars,  volonteern,  and  militia,  under  my  com- 
mand, realized  my  expectations ;  every  privation, 
fatigue,  and  exposure  was  encountered  with  the 
spirit  of  soldiers,  and  danger  was  met  with  a  de- 
gree of  fortitude  calculated  to  strengthen  the 
confidence  I  had  reposed  in  them. 

Oq  the  commencement  of  my  operations,  I  was 
stiuQgly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  this  In- 
dl4ti  war  has  been  excited  by  some  unprincipled 


foreign  or  ^ivate  ageirts.  The  outlaws  of  the 
old  Red  Stick  party  had  been  too  severely  con- 
vinced, and  the  Semlnoles  were  too  weak  in 
numbers  to  believe  that  they  could  possibly  alone 
maintain  a  war  with  even  partial  success  against 
the  United  States.  Firmly  convinced,  therefore, 
that  succor  had  been  promised  from  some  quarter, 
or  that  they  had  been  deluded  Into  a  belief  that 
America  dare  not  violate  the  neutraiitv  of  Spain 
by  penetrating  to  their  towns,  I  early  determined 
to  ascertain  tnese  fact»,  and  so  direct  my  move- 
ments as  to  undeceive  the  Indians.  After  the 
destruction  of  the  Mickasuktan  villages,  I  march- 
ed for  St.  Mark's.  The  correspondence  between 
myself  and  the  Spanish  commandant,  in  which  I 
demanded  the  occupancy- of  that  fortress  with  an 
American  garrison,  accompanies  this.  It  had 
heen  reported  to  me,  direct  from  the  Gbvemor  of 
Pensacola,  that  the  Indians  and  negroes  unfriend- 
ly to  the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  a  supply  of  ammunition, 
muttitions  of  war,  dbc.,  threateningj  in  the  event 
of  a  noncompliance,  to  take  possession  of  the  fort. 
The  Spanish  commandant  acknowledged  the  de« 
fenceless  state  of  bis  fortress,  and  his  inability 
to  defend  it;  and  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  ex- 
pressed similar  apprehensions.  The  Spanish 
agents  throu^out  the  Floridas  had  uniformi v  dis^ 
avowed  having  any  connexion  with  the  Indians, 
and  acknowledged  the  obligations  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  under  exiSfin|^  treatie^  to  restrain  their 
outrages  against  the  citizens  of  toe  United  States* 
Indeed,  they  declared  that  the  Seminole  Indians 
were  viewed  as  alike  hostile  to  the  Spanish 
Gkveroment,  and  that  the  will  remained,  though 
the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited  chas- 
tisement on  this  lawless  tribe.  It  was,  therefore, 
to  be  supposed  that  the  American  army,  impelled 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  eelf'defence  to  pene- 
trate the  territory  of  His*  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
fight  his  battles,  and  even  to/elieve  from  a  cruel 
bondage  some  of  bis  own  subjects;  would  have 
been  received  as  allies,  hailed  as  deliverers^  and 
every  facility  afibrded  to  them  to  terminate 
speedily  and  suecesslHiIly  this  savage  Wat.  Port 
Bt.  Market  could  not  be  maintained  by  the  Spair- 
ish  Ibrce  garrisoning  it.  The  Indians  and  ne- 
groes view-fd  it  as  an  asylum,  if  driven  f^om 
their  towns}and  wer^  preparing  to  occupy  it  in 
this  even^  It  was  necessary  to  antfci^te  theit 
movements,  independent  of  the  positfon  being 
deemed  essential  as  a  depot,  oh  which  the  suc- 
cess of  mv  future  operations  nveasurably  depend- 
ed. In  the  spirit  of  friendship,  therefore,  I  de- 
manded its  surrender  to  the  army  of  the  United 
Stales  until  the  close  of  the  Seminole  war.  Tha 
Spanish  commandant  required  time  to  reflect 
It  was  granted.  A  negotiation  ensued,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  protract  it  to  an  unreasonable 
length.  In  the  conversations  between  my  aid- 
de^camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden^  and  the  Spanish 
comnaandant,  circumstances  transpired  convict- 
ing him  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Indians, 
and  of  leaving  taken  an  active  part  in  aidingand 
abetting  them  in  this  war.  I  hesitated,  there- 
fore, no  longer ;  aad  as  I  could  not  be  received 
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in  friendship,  I  entered  the  fort  by  Tlolenee. 
Two  light  companies  of  the  7^h  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  one  of  the  4th,  under  the  com- 
mand or  Major  Twiggs,  were  ordered  to  ad- 
yance,  lower  the  Spanish  colors,  and  hoist  the 
star-spaoeled  hanner  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
St.  Mark's.  The  order  was  executed  promptly. 
No  resistance  was  attempted  on  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  garrison.  The  duplicity  of  the  Span- 
isn  commandant  of  St.  Mark's,  in  professing 
friendship  towards  the  United  States  while  he 
was  actually  aiding  and  supplying  her  savage 
enemies,  throwing  open  the  gates  of  his  garrison 
to  their  free  access,  appropriating  the  King's 
stores  to  their  use,  issuing  ammunition  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  to  them,  and  knowingly  purcha- 
sing of  them  property  plundered  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  is  clearly  evinced  bv 
the  documents  accompanying  mj  correspond- 
ence. In  Fort  Su  Mark's,  as  an  inmate  of  the 
family  of  the  Spanish  commandant,  an  English- 
man, by  the  name  of  Arbuthnot,  was  (ound. 
Unable  satisfactorily  to  explain  the  objects  of 
Jiis  visiting  this  country,  and  there  being  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  to  justify  a  suspicion 
that  his  views  were  not  hojiest,  he  was  ordered 
into  dose  confinement.  The  capture  of  his 
.schooner,  near  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  river,  by 
my  aid-de-camp,  Mr.  Ghidsden,  and  the  papers 
found  on  board,  unveiled  his  corrupt  transactions. 
MB  well  as  those  of  a  Captain  Ambrister,  late  or 
the  British  colonial  marine  corps,  taken  as  a 
prisoner  near  Bowlegs'  town.  Those  individu- 
als were  tried,  under  my  orders,  by  a  special 
court  of  select  officers,  legally  convicted  as  ex- 
..citers  of  this  savage  and  negro  war,  legally  con- 
demned, and  most  justly  punished  for  their  ini- 
quities. The  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
in  this  cascj  with  the  vdume  of  testimony  jus- 
tifying their  condemnation!  present  scenes  of 
wickedness,  corruption  and  barbaritv,  at  which 
the  heart  sickens,  al^d  in  which,  in  this  enlight- 
ened age,  it  ought  not  scarcely  to  be  believed 
that  a  Christian  nation  would  have  participated; 
and  yet  the  British  Government  is  involved  in 
the  agency.  If  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  are 
not  convicted  as  the  authorised  agents  of  Great 
Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  that 
Government  had  a  knowledge  of  their  assumed 
character,  and  was  welLadYised  of  the  measures 
which  they  had  adopted  to  excite  the  negroes 
and  Indians  in  East  Florida  to  war  against  the 
United  States.  I  hope  the  execution  of  these 
two  unprincipled  villains  will  prove  an  awful 
example  to  the  world,  and  convince  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  her  subjects, 
that  certain  (if  alow)  retribution  awaits  these 
unchristian  wretches,  who,  by  false  promises, 
delude  and  excite  aju  Indian  tribe  to  all  the  hor- 
rid deeds  of  savage  war. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Fort  Gadsden,  I  had 
occasion  to  address  a  communication  to  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  on  the  subject  o^  per- 
mitting supplies  to  pass  up  the  Escambia  river 
to  Fort  Crawford.  This  letter,  with  a  second 
from  St.  MarkV,  on  the  subject  of  some  United 


States'  clothing,  shipped  in  a  Teasel  in  like  em- 
ploy of  the  Spanish  Government,  to  that  jmmi,  I 
now  enclose,  with  his  reply.  The  Governor  of 
Pensacola's  refusal  of  my  demand  canaoi  but  be 
viewed  as  evincing  a  hostile  feeling  on  bis  part, 
particularly  in  connexion  with  some  eircam- 
staoces  reported  to  me  from  the  most  unquestion- 
able authority.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Indians 
at  war  with  the  United  States  have  free  access 
iato  Pensacola ;  that  they  are  kept  advised  froa 
that  quarter  of  all  our  movements;  that  they  art 
supKed  from  thence  with  am  m  unit  too  and  moni- 
tions of  war ;  and  that  they  are  now  coUeciiog 
in  large  bodies,  to  the  amount  of  ibor  or  fire 
hundred  warriors,  in  that  city ;  that  inroaifls 
from  thence  have  lately  been  made  on  the  Ala- 
bama, in  one  of  which  eighteen  aeltleis  fell  by 
the  tomahawk.  These  statements  compel  me  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appalachi- 
cola ;  and,  should  they  prove  correct,  PensacQla 
must  be  occupied  with  an  Amerieao  forces  the 
Governor  treated  according  to  bis  deserts,  or  mm 
policy  may  dictate.  I  shall  leave  streoirgankoas 
in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Fort  Gadsden,  and  Port  Scott; 
and  in  Pensacola,  should  it  become  neeesaary  to 
possess  it. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  state  it  aa  my  eonfinaed 
opinion  that,  so  long  as  Spain  has  net  the  pover 
or  will  to  enforce  the  treaties  by  which  she  is 
solemnly  bound  to  preserve  the  Indtans  wiihia 
her  territory  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  ao 
security  can  be  given  lo  our  southern  froaiier, 
without  occupying  a  cordon  of  posta  alpog  the 
seashore.  The  moment  the  American  army  re- 
turns from  Florida,  the  war  hatchet  will  be  again 
raised^  and  the  same  scenes  of  indiscrhnioate  mat" 
der  with  which  our  frontier  settlers  have  beea 
visited  will  be  repeated.  So  long  as  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  of  Spain  are  exposed  to  the 
delusions  of  false  prophets,  and  the  poison  of 
foreign  intrigue ;  so  long  as  they  can  receive  am- 
munition, munitions  of  war,  &el,  from  pretended 
traders,  or  Spanish  commandants,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  restrain  their  outrages.  The  bemiog 
of  their  toWi.s.  the  destroying  of  their  stock  and 
provisions,  will  produce  but  temporary  embat* 
rassments;  resupplied  by  Spanish  auifaorities, 
they  may  concentrate  or  disperse  at  will,  and 
keep  up  a  lasting  predatory  warfare  against  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  as  expensive  as 
harassing  to  her  troops.  The  savages^  therefore, 
must  be  made  dependant  on  us,  and  cannot  he 
kept  at  peace  without  being  persuaded  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  chastisement  being  inflicted  on  the  com- 
mission of  the  first  offence. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  measures  which  bare 
been  pursued  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  They  have  beea 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  your  instructionsi  under 
a  firm  conviction  that  they  alone  were  calculated 
to  insure  **  peace  and  security  to  the  southern 
frontier  of  Georffta." 

The  army  will  more  on  the  7th  from  hence, 
crossing  the  Appalachicola  river  at  the  Ocheaee 
blufi)  about  thirty  miles  above. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
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Qvund  Jadsmm  to  the  Seerdaty  •/  War, 

HxADa'Bfl,  Dinsioif  optbi  South, 

Fhrt  Monigamery^  June  2, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  a  commanicatioD  to  yoa  of  the  5th 
of  May,  I  detailed  at  length  the  operations  of 
my  array  up  to  that  ^riod.    Leaving  a  strong 

rirrisoo  of  regulars  in  Forts  Scott  and  €kidsden, 
resoned  my  inarch,  with  a  small  detachment 
of  the  4ih  regiment  of  infantry,  ona  company  of 
irtiUery,  and  the  effectives  of  the  Tennessee  toI- 
iDteera^  the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve  hun- 
dred men.  to  folfil  my  intentions,  commanieated 
:o  yoa,  or  scooring  the  country  west  of  the  Ap- 
jMlaehie^la  river.  On  the  10th  of  May,  my 
irmy  crossed  that  river  at  the  Ochesee  viUage, 
ind,  after  a  fatigniag,  tedious,  and  circuitous 
inarch  of  twelve  days,  misled  by  the  ignorance 
}f  oar  pilots,  and  exposed  to  the  severest  of  pri- 
ratioos,  we  finalljr  reachird  and  effected  a  pas- 
age  over  the  Escambia.  On  my  march,  00  the 
Bd  of  May,  a  protest  from  the  Qovernor  of  Pen- 
acola  was  delivered  me  by  a  Spanish  officer, 
emonstratins  in  warm  terms  against  my  pro- 
eedings,  and  ordering  me  and  my  forces  in* 
tanily  to  quit  the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
esty,  with  a  threat  to  apply  fo/ce  in  the  event  of 
non-compliance.  This  was  so  open  an  indica- 
OD  of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  part,  after  having 
pen  early  and  well  advised  of  the  object  of  my 
peraijons,  that  I  hesitated  no  longer  on  the 
leasurea  to  be  adopted.  I  marched  for  and  en* 
^red  Pensacola  with  only  the  show  of  resist- 
nccj  on  the  3ith  of  May.  The  Governor  had 
reviously  fled  to  Fort  Carlos  de  Barancas, 
rhere,  it  was  said,  he  had  resolved  upon  a  most 
asperate  resistance.  A  correspondence  ensued 
etween  us,  (accompanying  this,  marked  A,)  de- 
tiling  at  length  my  motives  for  wishing  and  de- 
landing  that  Pensscola  and  its  dependencies  be 
ccupied  with  an  American  garrison.  Tne  pack- 
g;e  marked  B  are  documenu  substantiatinj:  the 
tiarges,  in  part,  against  the  conduct  of  the 
panish  Governor,  hafing  knowinffly  and  wil- 
ngly  admitted  the  safages,  avuwedly  hostile  to 
le  United  States,  within  the  town  of  Penaa^ 

The  peaceable  surrender  of  the  fort  of  Baran- 
is  was  denied.  I  marched  for  and  inYCsted  it 
n  the  evening  of  the  25ih  of  May,  and  on  the 
ime  night  pushed  rcconnoiteriag  parlies  under 
s  Ttry  guns.  On  the  morning  ot  the  86th,  a 
lilitary  reconnoissance  was  taken ;  and  on  the 
ime  Digbt,  a  lodgement  was  made,  under  a  fire 
oai  the  Spanish  garrison,  by  Captain  Qsdsdeo 
r  the  engineers,  aided  by  CsptaUif^  Call  and 
''ooog,  on  a  commanding  position,  wi|bin  three 
uudred  and  ei(;hty-five  yards  ol  the  Spanish 
porks,  and  a  nine-pounder  mounted.  A  bow 
zer  battery  was  simulMneousiy  established  on 
le  capitol,  and  wiibio  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
ards  of  the  fort.  At  davlight  on  the  27ih,  tlie 
Spanish  garrison  opened  their  artillery  on  our 
atteries;  a  parley  was  sounded,  a  flag  sent  in, 


and  the  surrender  of  Fort  Carlos  de  Barancas 
again  demanded ;  the  favorable  positions  obtained 
were  pointed  out,  and  the  inutility  of  resistance 
urged.  Anxious  to  avoid  an  open  contest,  and 
to  save  the  effasion  of  blood,  the  same  terms 
previous jr  offered  were  a^in  teiidered.  These 
were  rejected,  and  offensive  operations  recom- 
menced.  A  spirited  and  well-directed  fire  waa 
kept '  up  the  greater  part  of  the  morning,  and 
at  inter?als  during  the  afternoon.  In  the  eve- 
ning a  flag  was  sent  from  the  Spanish  coot* 
mandant,  offering  to  capitulate,  and  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  was  granted  until  eight  o'clock 
next  day»  when  the  enclosed  articles  of  capit-* 
ulation  (marked  C)  were  signed  and  agreed 
10.  The  terms  are  more  favorable  than  a  cob- 
quered  enemy  would  have  merited;  but,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  my  ol^- 
ject  obtained,  there  was  no  motive  for  wounding 
the  feelings  of  those  whose  military  pride  or 
honor  had  prompted  to  the  resistance  made. 
The  articles,  with  but  one  condition,  amount  to 
a  complete  cession  to  the  United  States  of  that 
portion  of  the  Floridas  hitherto  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  Don  Jose  Mazot. 

The  arrangement  which  I  have  made  toaeeura 
Pensacola  and  ita  dependencies  are  contained  in 
the  f^eneral  orders,  marked  D.  I  deemed  it  moat 
adfisable  to  retain,  for  the  present,  the  same 
government  to  which  the  people  had  been  accus- 
tomed, until  such  time  as  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  may  order  otherwise.  It  was  ne« 
cessary,  huwe? er,  to  establish  the  re? enoe  laws 
of  the  United  States,  to  check  the  smuggling 
which  had  been  carried  on  successfullv  in  this 
quarter  for  many  years  past,  and  to  admit  the 
American  merchant  to  an  equal  participation  in 
a  trade  which  wuuld  have  been  denied  under  the 
partial  operations  of  the  Spanish  commercial 
cude. 

Capt.  Gadsden  was  appointed  by  me  colleetori 
and  he  has  organized  and  left  the  department  tA 
the  charge  of  officers  on  whom  the  greatest  coo.- 
fideoce  may  be  reposed. 

Though  the  Seminole  Indiana  have  been  scat- 
tered, and  literally  so  divided,  and  redaced  as  no 
longer  to  be  fie  wed  as  a  formidable  enemy,  yet, 
as  there  are  still  many  small  marauding  parties 
supposed  to  be  concealed  in  the  swamps  of  the 
Perdido,  Choctawhaicby,  and  Cbapouley  who 
might  make  occasional  and  sudden  inroadson  our 
frontier  settlers,  massacreing  women  and  chil- 
dren, I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  into  ser- 
f  ice  for  six  month.^,  if  not  sooner  discliarj|ed,  two 
companies  of  volunteer  rangers,  under  Captaiaa 
McUirt  and  Boyles,  with  instructions  to  scour 
the  country  between  the  Mobile  and  Appnlachi- 
cola  rivers,  exterminating  every  hostile  party 
who  dare  resist,  or  will  not  surrender  and  remove 
with  ihi-ir  families  above  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  latitude. 

The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  considered  aa 
at  a  close,  tranquillity  again  restored  to  the  south- 
ern fruntier  of  the  United  States;  audi  as  long  aa 
a  cordon  of  miliury  posts  is  mkiataioed  along 
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the  Qulf  of  Mtzico,  Ameriea  has  oolliiiig  to  ap- 
prehend from  either  forego  or  lodiaa  bottititiet. 
lodeed,  sir,  to  attempt  to  fortify  or  proteet  aa 
imaginarf  liae,  or  to  sttDpose  that  a  nontier  oa 
the  tbiriy-first  degree  of  latiiude,  ta  a  wildernett, 
cao  be  secored  by  a  eordoa  of  lotlitary  potti  wbile 
the  Ploridas  lay  open  to  an  enemy,  ii  Tisionary 
ia  the  extreme. 

Under  this  firm  belief,  T  have  bottomed  all  my 
operationi.  Spain  had  disregarded  the  treaties 
exisliof  witb  the  Amertean  GbTertidietic,  or  had 
not  power  to  eoforee  them ;  the  Indian  tribes 
wiifain  facrierritdry,  and  which  she  was  bound  (o 
krep  at  pecoe,  had  visited  our  citisens  with  all 
the  horrors  of  savage  war;  negro  brigands  were 
establtshing  ihemselves  when  and  where  they 

Ceaeed  )  aiMJ  foreign  agents  were  openly  and 
kowin^ly  practising  their  iotrigoes  ia  this  neu- 
Inl  terrtiory. 

The  immvtable  principles,  therefore,  of  self- 
defence  ju^ified  the  occupancy  of  the  Floridas, 
aad  fheaame  principles  will  warrant  the  Amerl- 
eaa  Oovernment  in  holding  it  until  such  time 
at  Spain  ean  goaranty,  by  an  adeqkiatfc  military 
force,  the  maintaining  her  authority  Within  the 
•oiony. 

A  lopographicai  skeieh  of  the  eouatry  from 
the  Appalacbiedla  to  Pensaeoia  aeoompaaies  this. 
Captain  Young  wilt  prepare,  as  soon  as  praetiea* 
ble,  a  tOf)^ra^ieal  memoir  of  that  part  of  the 
Ifloridaaia  whioh  my  army  has  opemted,  with  a 
map  of  ibe  country. 

Captain  Gbdsden  is  instructed  to  prepare  a  re- 
port on  the  necessary  defences  of  the  country,  as 
farartbe  military  recooooissance  he  has  taken 
Wfll  permit,  accompanied  with  plans  of  existing 
Worka,  what  additions  or  improvements  are  ne- 
eessary,  and  what  new  works  should,  in  hisopin- 
imi,  he  erected  to  j^ive  permanent  security  to  this 
important  territorial  audition  to  our  Republic. 

As  soon  as  this  report  is  prepared,  Captain 
Gadsden  wilt  receive  orders  to  repair  to  Wash- 
ington city  with  some  other  documents  which  I 
may  wish  to  confide  to  his  charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  termi- 
nated so  honorably  and  hippity,it  gives  menlea- 
anreta  express  my  approbation  generally  b\  the 
olBeevs  and  sotdiert  of  every  species  of  corps 
Which  I  have  had  the  hotaor  to  command.  The 
patience  with  which  they  endured  fatigue  and 
•ubmtifed  to  nrivations,  and  the  determination 
with  which  they  encountered  and  vanquished 
eterf  dificolty,  are  the  strongest  indication  of 
the  existence  of  that  patriotic  feelinif  which  no 
aireumstances  can  change,  and  of  that  irresistible 
ardor  in  the  defence  of  their  country  which  will 
prore  hef' strength  and  bulwark  under  any  ex- 
posure. I  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings  if  I 
did -not  particularly  notice  the  exertions  of  my 
dnartermaiter  Oeoeral,  Colonel  George  Gibson, 
who,  under  the  most  embarrassing  circumstances, 
relieved  the  necessities  of  my  army,  and  to  whose 
exertions  I  was  indebted  (br  the  supplies  received. 
His  xeal  and  integrity  in  this  campaign,  as  well 
aaia  the  uniform  discharge  of  his  dunes  since 


his  connexion  with  m^  sfflC  merit  the  approba- 
tion and  gratitude  of  his  coaotrY« 

With  respect,  your  most  obedient  servaat, 

ANDflSW  JACKSON, 
Af «or  GsaemJ  GMSflHMdiag. 
The  Ron.  J.  C.  Calhooit 

Skcrttairyo/War. 
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ana  iZMtaas.  itit/ti 

9r.  Mast*8  RiviB,  StpL  f7, 1817. 

**  On  our  arrival  here,  we  fouod  General  Me- 
Gregor  in  command  of  Amelia  Istand.  A  few 
days  afterwards  he  decamped,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  privateer  McGregor,  formerly  the  Baa 
Joaef.*' 

**The  noted  Woodbine^  of  inlkmoiia  memory, 
airived  here  lirom  Nassau,  with  a  view,  as  was 
said,  to  join  the  patriots ;  btrt  his  frie&d  McGregor 
having  left  the  cause,  he  Waa  dtaappoiDted,  and 
embarked  with  McrGf  egor,  who  sailed  a  few  daya 
siaee  Ibr  IVassau,  to  commence  some  new  expe- 
dlt&on,  which,  it  is  generally  soppoaed,  will  be  te 
the  bay  of  Bspirita  Santo,  or  bay  of  Tamna,  ia 
latitude  118  degrees  18  mittotes  itorth,  and  foB{i* 
tade  76  degrees  30  minutes  west.  This  is  an  ex- 
teasiva  bay,  and  capable  of  admlttiu  ahiss  af 
anysixe,  contiguous  to  which  ate  the  ttoeat  laadi 
io  Florida,  which  Woodbine  pretends  belong  to 
him  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  ladiaos.  fit 
says  be  has  surveyed  the  whole  of  the  Golf  of 
Mexico,  and  Tampa  bay  is  the  ooly  place  into 
which  large  ships  eaa  enter." 
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^  My  infbrmants,  1  have  no  doubt,  are  poasesaed 
of  as  much  inibrmation  of  the  views  and  plans 
of  McGregor  and  Woodbine  as  any  ptfraoa  ia  the 
United  States.*'  **  They  sailed  from  Amelia  in 
September,  in  company  With  a  schootter  belong- 
ing to  Woodbine,  he  being  on  board.  6ome  time 
after  the)^  had  got  to  sea.  General  McChregar  and 
family  were  put  on  boird  the  sehomier  with 
Woodbiae,  and  ateered  for  New  Providence." 

^  Prom  what  has  been  written,  ic  may  readily 
be  soppoeed  that  my  friends  hhd  an  oppportunKy 
of  learning  aomething  of  the  pjaa  of  the  fotote 
operations  of  McGregor  aad  Woodhiaey  and  tftey 
beiieve  it  to  be  as  follows:  Woodbine  pciiuaded 
McCkegor  that  he  could  6nd  frieods  aad  faftds 
in  New  Providence,  and  that  a  British  regiment 
had  lately  been  disbanded  thera}  that  they  waaid 
pick  up  as  many  of  the  soldiara  as  paasfble^  aad, 
with  what  negroes  aad  others  they  eovid  g«th«, 
wotrid  make  a  tolerable  force.  They  were  tlwa 
to  sail  for  Tainna  bay,  a  fine  harbor  ta  the  north- 
westward of  Gape  Florida,  where  they  were  to 
be  joined  by  1,600  Indiansl  already  engaged  to 
Woodbine,  and  invade  Florida  from  that  point ; 
th«y  were  then  to  march  across,  and  attack  8t. 
Augustine.* 
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No.  57  A. 

butrucHoM  Jhr  mUing  in  Tampa  baiy^  in  MkGrt^ 

gar^B  JSmdwritittg, 

[Bnefoied  ia  latter  of  Deoember  94, 1817.] 

The  Tesstels  oi use  be  at  Tampa  bay,  eommonly^ 
called  Espiritu  Santo.  I  calcalate  to  be  at  Tampa 
bay  by  the  latter  end  of  April,  or  1st  day  of  May, 
1818.  There  are  three  bars:  the  Dorthernmost 
bar  is  best,  haTiDf^  five  fathom  water;  keep  on 
the  larboard  shore  going  in.  There  ia  a  small 
saody  key  between  the  northern  and  middle  chan- 
nels; upon  this  sandy  key  there  will  be  a  flag- 
staff, and,  on  hoisting  your  signal,  yoa.  will  be 
answered  bj  t^e  Florida  flag^  and  a  pilot  will 
come  off 

No.57i^ 
Eatrad9tfa.km€ti.iaa0taikmami»  ih^BiaMUi^ 

Baltimorb,  My  80,  1817. 
Allow  me  now  to  relate,  in  detail,  the  partieu* 
lars  of  ray  intercourse  with  General  McGreffot 
whilst  in  this  city,  in  regard  to  his  objects.  He 
declared  his  object  to  be,  in  the  first  place,  to 
take  possession  of  Amelia ;  thence  to  wrest  the 
P-loridas  from  Spain,  when  he  should  immedi* 
ttely  caH  on  the  inhabitants,  by  proclamation,  to 
lesignate  some  of  their  most  respectable  fellow- 
titizens  to  form  a  constitutioD  on  the  model  of 
orae  of  the  adjoining  States ;  that,  so  far  as  it 
aigbi  depend  on  him,  he  would  encourage  the 
kistjnff  disposition  of  the  people  in  that  section 
oconlederate  with  the  United  Stares;  leafing 
t  to  the  will  and  policy  of  this  [bur]  Go? ern> 
nenr,  and  to  political  circumstances,  as  they 
night  arise,  to  indicate  the  most  favorable  tim^ 
'or  their  admission  into  the  Union,   j 

No.67dL 

FiwaO.  MhOregat  U  tkewnitrrftkeabo^e,  iaied 

NABftAu,  December  27, 1817* 

'^ Y«M|  kncKW<  a^  objects."  *<  On  the  other  side, 
rou  baVe  the  extract  of  a  proclamation  aboi^t  to 
«  published  by  the  person  in  charge  of  making 
be  aeuleme'nt.  I  letre  thle.  I0'4ay  (br  Bogland, 
0  arrange  my  private  afl|ijrs^  which,  from  the 
aany  years  that  I  have  been  in  South  America, 
lave  uot  k^pittred  by  mf  Abaenee^  my  family 

«WW  *»^WW41  o»»  r^iMWf" 

No.  57  e.  ^ 

SpBfrad^fr^m  Fnodama^nn, 

*'Inhab$tanta  qf  the  FloridasI  I  expect  soon 
a  see  General  McOregQi  among  you  again.  He 
va^  animated  by  a,  sincere  wish  for  yoar  hapr 
liB^i^a,  and  oiily  desired  to  see  you  free  firom  the 
[o^e  af  Spain,  in  order  thM  you  might  legisUt,e 
or  VQurseivea.'^ 


No.fi6. 


B^foeft  from  ike  etmufet  qf  ike  proeeeHnge  of  the 
emsrt  marfial  in  tke  tool  o/Ambrieter. 

From  the  examination  of  John  Lbwis  Pbeni^, 
a  ^iiQvss  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutioa  : 
Question  by  the  court.    Did  you  ever  under- 
15th  Con.  2d  S£8S.^66 


stand  by  whose  authority,  and  for  what  purpoai^ 
the  accused  came  into  the  country  1 

Answer.  I  have  frequently  heard  him  say  he 
came  to  attend  to  Mr.  Woodbine's  business  at  the 
bay  of  Tampa. 

From  the  examinatiouof  John  J.  Arbutbnot,^ 
a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution': 

"  And  that  the  prisoner  stated  to  him  that  he 
had  come  to  the  country  on  Woodbine's  busioeasa. 
to  see  the  nenoea  righted." 

Q^uestioo  Dy  the  prisoner.  Did  yoi|  hear  me 
say  that  I  came  on  Woodbine's  business? 

Answer.  I  did- 

From,  the  exaoMnatioa  of  Pbteb  B.  Cook,  i^ 
witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution : 

^  The  prisoner  told  the  witness  that  he  had 
been  a  lieutenant  in  ihe  British  Army,  under 
Coloniel  Njcholls.  fhe  prisoner,  was  sent  br 
Woodbine  to  Tampa,  to  see  about  those  negroeS 
he  had  left  there*  The  prisoner  told  the  witneaa 
that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Governor  Came-' 
ron  for  ammunition  for  the  Indians,  some  time  in 
March  ;  and  also  told  the  witness  that  he  had  a 
comcaissioi^  in  the  patriot  army  lender  McGregor^ 
and  that  he  expected  a  captaincy" 

No.fta 

AmMeier^B  memorial  to  the  Duke  of  York. 
Bahama  IsLAjepo:  « 

To  Hia  Royal  Higbaesa   Frederick,  Dnho  ef  \ 
Yorh,  Commaa4er-in*chief,  dbe.,  the  meiiMwiM  ' 
of  Robert  Christie  Ambrister,  of  the  Island  oH 
New  Frovideaee,  gentleman,  humbly  showeth ; 
Th«t  your  memorialist,  a  Britjsh  sobjeet,  and 
son  of  Jmmea  Ambrister,  Esq.,  lieutenant  ook>oel| 
and  eommanding  the  militia  of  New  Providence, 
having  served  for  nearly  four  yeara  past  aa  oHd* 
shtpmaa  to  the  Britiah  navy,  on  board  Hia  Ma« 
jesty's  ships  Sparrow.  Captain  Bdward  Burt, 
Rhodean,  Capteio  George  Mowbray,  Reindeer, 
Captain  J.  P.  Douglass,  aad  Bramble,  Captaitt 
William  P.  Poysoo;  from  which  iaat-mentioaed 
ship  ha  obtained  his  diacharge  in  England  ia 
1813,  and  vetoraed  to  the  islaad  of  New  Provi* 
deuce,  where  his  frieads  reside ;  that  Majov  Nieb« 
oMs,  of  the  royal  mar inea,  having  shortly  after 
arrived  at  the  said  island  of  New  Providenee;  in 
Mis  Majeaty'a  ehip  Hermea,  in  comppoy  wiHi 
Hia  Majesty's  ship  Carroa,  for  the  ppcpl^a*  ^i 
raieing  reoruitafora  oorpa  denominated  the  carps 
of  oolopial  marinea,  destined-  to  aervc  during  tie 
American  war  in  such  parts  of  the  Indian  terai^ 
tory  hordering  upon  the  uniud  SttMes  of  Anif  rica, 
or  in  the  States  themselves,  as  eiroamacnaeea 
shQnId  rcndea  it  necessary,  yonr  memorialist  ap- 
plied  for.  and  obtained,  a  commission  of  auxiliary 
second  lieutenant  in  that  regiment,  which  he 
immedinlely  joiufiif  and  proceeded*  vqder  the 
conppifnd  of  the  aeid  Major  Edward  NichoUs,  to 
AppaUcbicola,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  the 
Creek  nation,  where  he  served  until  those  forces 
were  disbanded  upon  the  termination  of  hostili* 
ties  with  the  Americans,  when  he  returned  to 
the  said  island  of  New  Providence. 
And  your  memorialist  further  showeth,  that 
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hariog  been  assured  by  the  said  Major  Nicbolls. 
at  the  time  of  his  accepting  the  aboTe-meatioQed 
commission,  fa  copy  of  which  he  begs  leave  to 
annex,)  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  would  be 
placed  upon  half-pay  when  his  services  were  no 
longer  required,  your  memorialist  is  desirous 
cither  of  obtaining  half-pay,  or  of  being  more  ac- 
tirely  employed,  and  of  obtaining  a  commission 
either  in  one  of  His  Majesty's  West  India  regi- 
ments, or  in  such  other  of  His  Majesty's  regiments 
ms  to  your  Royal  Highness  shall  see  fit. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  humbly  prays 
your  Royal  Highness  to  take  into  your  conside* 
ration  this  his  memorial,  and  he  shsll  ever  pray. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBR18TER. 


No.  60. 

AmhrUier^B  commisnan  a$  auxi 

tenant. 


$uond  Uei^ 


By  the  honorable  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  Com* 
mander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  ships  and 
vessels  employed,  and  to  be  employed,  on  the 
North  American  station,  dtc,  to  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Ambriater,  hereby  appointed  auiiliary  sec- 
cond  lieutenant  of  the  corps  of  colonial  marines 
to  be  raised  upon  the  continent  of  North 
America : 

Whereas  I  have  thought  fit  to  send  a  detach- 
/  ment  of  the  royal  marine  corps  to  the  Creek 
nations  for  the  purpose  of  training  to  arms  such 
Indians  and  others  as  may  be  friendly  to,  and 
williog  to  fight  under  the  standard  of  His  Migesty, 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint 
yott  an  auxiliary^  second  lieutenant  of  such  corps 
Qf  colonial  marines  as  may  be  raised  upon  the 
eontinent  of  North  America,  to  hold  such  local 
vaok  while  actually  employed  upon  the  said  con- 
tinent, until  further  orders.  You  are  therefore 
carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
auxiliary  second  lieatenaal^  by  exercising  and 
weil-diaciplining  both  the  inferior  officers  and 
narines  of  the  said  corps ;  and  I  do  hereby  com* 
Band  them  to  obey  you  as  their  second  auxiliary 
lietttenanL  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow 
anch  orders  and  directions  from  me,  or  any  other 
of  your  superior  officers,  according  to  the  rules 
and  discipline  of  war,  in  purananee  of  the  trust 
hereby  reposed  in  vou. 

Qtven  uadermy  hand  and  seal,  at  Bermuda,  this 
85th  da;  of  July,  1814,  in  the  fiftyfoorth  year  of 
His  Muesty's  reign. 

[i.  8.]     ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 
Br  command  of  the  Vice  Admiral: 

W.  BALHETCHET,  aeer^arp. 

No.  %h 
P.  B.  Ccok  to  EUgmbetk  A,  Conwy. 

SuwAREB,  January  19, 1818. 
Mt  Deau  Amelia:  I  have  embraced  this  op- 
portunity of  writing  you.  Loping  to  find  you  well, 
M  it  leaves  me  at  present;  and  I  am  verv  sorry 
to  inform  you  of  the  times  at  present.  We  are 
threatened  every  day  by  the  d— -d  Americans; 
not  threatened  only,  but  they  have  made  an  at- 


tempt, which  we  have  stopped.  On  1st  Decern' 
ber  I  marched  with  thirty  men  to  go  agnlast 
them.  After  seven  days'  march  we  antved  ac 
the  fort ;  and,  after  our  men  got  rested  I  went 
against  it.  We  had  an  engagement  for  four 
hours,  and  seeing  that  we  could  do  no  sood  w'lih 
I  hem,  we  retreated  and  came  otL  The  balU 
flew  like  hail  stones;  there  was  a  ball  that  had 
like  to  have  dooe  my  job;  it»  just  cleared  my 
breast.  For  six  days  and  six  ntghis  we  bad  to 
encamp  in  the  wild  woods,  and  it  wasconatattilj 
raining  night  and  day;  and  as  for  the  eo/d,  I  sol* 
fered  very  much  by  it;  in  the  morning  the  water 
would  be  froxen  about  an  inch  thick.  There 
was  a  boat  that  was  taken  by  the  Indians  which 
had  in  it  thirty  men,  seven  women,  and  four 
small  children  ;  there  were  six  of  the  men  who 
got  clear,  and  one  woman  saved,  and  all  the  rest 
of  them  got  killed ;  the  children  were  uken  by 
the  heels,  and  their  brains  dashed  out  again»t  the 
boat.  We  hava  got  Mr.  Hambly  and  Doyle 
prisoners,  and  we  are  ffoiog  to  send  ibem  to  Naa- 
sau  to  stand  their  iriai,  as  they  have  canard  all 
this  disturbance.  Hambly  told  me  ibai  ii  was 
published  in  the  American  newspapers  that  they 
were  to  take  possession  of  the  nation  in  March; 
and  if  that  bie  the  case,  you  will  f«c  os  sooner 
than  you  expected.  If  thev  should  come  when 
the  vessel  is  away,  we  shall  have  to  uke  to  sad 
run  in  our  canoes,  as  we  have  some  very  fias 
ones  here.  One  knows  not  hardly  what  to  do 
for  those  d— -^  puppies,  as  we  may  c«ll  them, 
for  they  are  no  better. 

We  find  that  what  I  have  mentioned  is  all 
d.— ^d  lies.  But  Arbutbnot  has  threaieoed  my 
life  once  or  twice;  but,  on  my  reiuro,  i  wiif  paa- 
ish  him  by  the  law.  You  must  exeB»e  my  bad 
writing,  ss  I  am  in  a  hurry.  Give  my  luve  to 
your  mother  and  your  sister,  and  Mrs.  Roberu, 
and  all  inquiring  mends.  I  have  nothing  move 
to  say  at  present,  as  times  will  not  admiu 

I  remain  yours,  forever, 

PBTBR  B.  COOK. 

[Addressed  on  the  back  to] 

Miss  E.  A.  Cauibt,  Mweoa,  Ni  PromdtmK. 

No.  63. 

A.  Jrhutkmt  to  W.  HmM$. 

OoBi.ocBNBB  Soonn,  Afojr  3, 1817. 

8ia:  On  mv  return  here  this  day,  I  received  a 
letter  signed  by  you,  and  dated  the  33 1  March 
last.  As  you  have  taken  the  trouble  (^advtsias 
me,  you  will,  of  course,  expect  my  reply ;  and  I 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  doing  it  at  len:tlu 
First  let  me  premise,  sir,  that  when  you  lived  at 
Prospect  Bluff,  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  A  Ca^ 
you  did  not  consider  Cappschimieo,  MiQtieeo, 
or  any  other  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Cre^k 
nation,  as  outlaws.  Does  the  man  whom  the 
attachment  of  Cappaehimico  haa  saved  from  the 
hands  of  retributive  justice  presume  to  csl/  hioa 
an  outlaw?  For  shame,  sirl  Ttie  roost  har- 
dened villain  would  not  thus  calumniate  the 
saviour  of  his  life.  Your  generous  friend,  sir, 
and  the  other  chiefsj  have  caOed  me  to  this  coaa- 
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irj,  Tbey  inswt  on  the  falfilment  of  mf  prom- 
ise ;  and,  as  an  hone&t  man,  I  will  endeavor  to  do 
iu  Let  yoar  arm  of  Jastiee  fall  on  the  guilt/. 
Ad  honest  and  npright  man,  who  harms  no  man, 
aod  endeavors  to  do  all  the  good  he  can,  fears  no 
man  or  jadge;  his  acts  are  open  to  inspection, 
and  will  bear  the  test  of  scrutiny.  Thus,  sir,  I 
answer  yoar  insinnation,  that,  since  my  arrival 
in  this  country,  I  have  instigated  persons  to  steal 
and  marder.  Ask  the  lieutenant  commanding 
at  Fort  Gaioes  if  the  letter  I  wrote  him  bears 
the  features  of  an  instigator  to  murder.  Ask 
Opoy  Hatcho  if  the  recommendatory  note  I  sent 
him,  by  order  of  Opony,  breathes  the  strains  of  a 
murderer.  Ask  Opony  himself  if  my  language 
aod  advice  lo  bim  was  that  of  ■  murderer.  Ask 
Mappalitchy,  a  chief  residing  on  the  Ockmulgee. 
among  the  Ainerieans,  what  my  advice  was.  All 
those  will  eontradiet  your  vile  insinuation.  Bat 
Mappalitchy  iofbrmed  me  the  Cowetas  were  all 
pleased  with  the  letter  and  my  note  Opon^  sent 
them,  and  perfectly  accorded  with  my  sentiments 
of  living  as  brethren,  and  as  one  large  family, 
respecting  their  neighbors,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
It  all  times  ready  to  protect  their  property.  Yet 
leveral  of  them,  a  few  days  aAerwards,  (no  doubt 
nfloeoced  by  §ome  humane  and  good  man,)  re- 
futed their  promise,  and  ordered  a  letter  to  be 
vritten  me ;  which  letter,  I  presume,  I  hare  this 
lay  received,  signed  by  you.  Now,  sir,  if  your 
irinciples  were  as  humane  as  mta^-^if  you  took 
IS  much  pleasure  in  fosteriogany  spark  of  friend- 
hip  the  upper  Indians  may  show  to  their  brethren 
i(  the  lower  nation  as  you  do  in  fomenting  the 
(oarrels  between  them,  yon  would  then  be  their 
riend  and  benefactor,  z  on.  sir^  that  speak  their 
angoage  fluently,  have  muck  in  your  power ;  but 
1  fear  you  use  that  power  to  the  injury  ol  all, 
tad,  eventually,  to  your  own  ruin.  Let  me  advise 
rou  to  change  your  tone  and  mode  of  acting, 
clow  moeh  more  creditable  would  it  be  for  you 
o  propagate  friendly  actions,  and  create  an  at- 
achment  among  the  Indians  of  all  nations  one 
0  the  other,  than  to  endeavor  to  foment  quarrels, 
md  have  your  emissaries  in  every  quarter  of  the 
lation  spreading  false  reports,  tending  to  harass 
tnd  diMurb  then.  Now,  sir,  with  regard  to  ToUr 
ind  Mr.  Doyle's  reporting  that  I  am  no  Bnglish- 
nan.  and  only  one  of  those  wild  adventurers  who 
isk  life  and  property  for  liMre,  be  pleased  to  come 
lown  to  Ocblochnee.  and  I  will  show  you  a  let- 
er  written  hj  Barl  Bathurst  to  Governor  Came- 
on,  (aod  which  I  reeeivad  from  km  to  read  to 
he  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,)  an  answer  to  a 
etter,  I  believe,  written  by  you,  early  in  the 
Spring  of  161<^ 

I  shall  not  reflect  on  the  part  you  took  in  blow- 
ing up  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff;  it  is  not  my 
business.  I  know  the  blacks  used  you  shamefully, 
IS  they  did  all  that  went  near  them,  yet  I  think 
[he  revenge  jou  took  savors  much  of  a  savage. 

Do  not  think,  sir,  that  I  am  to  be  frightened 
away  from  this  place  while  I  have  the  protection 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  support  of  honest  men. 
An  upright  maor  is  not  easily  daunted. 

I  keep  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  tend  a  copy  of 


fours,  with  my  answer,  to  Onoy  Hatcho,  and,  aa 
am  in  daily  expectation  or  letters  from  New 
Providence,  perhaps  they  may  Induce  me  to  write 
you  further. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

The  murders  and  thefu  you  talk  of  I  do  not 
believe.  There  are  a  parcel  of  outlaws  calling 
themselves  Americans,  who  are  continually  com- 
ing into  the  nation,  stealing  cattle,  dbc,  and  lately, 
I  hear,  one  was  killed  out  of  three,  and  his  hong 
taken  aaidpiMiciy  9old  while  in  the  act  of  steal- 
ing and  driving  off  cattle.  A.  A« 

To  Mr.  Wm.  Hamblt. 

No.  63. 

huiian  Talk.  * 

Tbeurgoodhrothertho  Chief  TW/onolry  TMieoo^ 

the  Big"  Warrior: 

Tour  brothers,  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation, 
whose  names  are  put  to  the  talk  we  now  send 
you,  have  found  it  necessary  to  hold  the  sam^ 
that  their  sentiments  and  opinions  may  be  known 
to  all  their  red  brethren  ot  the  four  nations,  and 
stop  the  mouths  of  bad  men  who  are  continually 
sending  false  and  bad  talks  to  us  as  well  as  to 
our  brethren,  for  the  purpose  of  making  ill  blood 
between  os.  Know,  then,  we  have  met  at  Och- 
lochnee  Sound  with  our  warriors  and  young 
chiefs,  and  have  held  our  talk,  which  is  this  i 

The  red  brethren  of  the  four  nations  are  all 
descended  from  the  same  fathers,  and  ought  to 
live  as  brothers;  and  for  this  reason  we  now 
take  them  by  the  hand,  to  live  henceforth  at 
peace  and  united  to  each  other,  and  let  no  bad 
talks  be  listened  to,  or  come  among  us. 

When  Colonel  Nieholls,  the  English  officer 
who  was  last  among  us,  went  awav,  he  gave  ut 
a  good  talk,  desiring  us  to  live  w.  11  with  all  our 
brethren,  and  never  permit  ill  blood  to  be  between 
us,  and  to  respect  the  Americans  that  were  oirr 
neighbors,  and  not  molest  them,  or  permit  our 
people  to  steal.  We  have  carefully  kept  this 
talk,  followed  his  advice,  dbc. 

It  is  nearly  three  years  since  we  received  a 
white  bead  from  the  Uherokees ;  we  have  held  it 
sacred,  and  it  has  been  in  our  — —  at  all  our 
talks;  we  now  send  yon,  that  you  may  forward 
to  their  head,  Minichieo  Mica  a  pipe  from  hia 
old  friends;  you  will  also  send  bim  the  present 
talk,  and  from  him  let  it  be  sent  to  the  (ihicka- 
saws,  and  from  them  to  the  Choctaws. 

Colonel  Nicbolls  promised  us  to  send  people 
from  England  to  keep  stores  in  different  parts  of 
the  nation  to  furnish  us  with  goods;  he  had 
found  people  willing  to  come,  but  when  they 
heard  that  the  furt  of  Appalachicola  was  de- 
stroyed, they  were  fearful  of  coming,  and  with- 
drew their  promise. 

Let  us  protect  all  white  men  that  give  us  good 
talks,  but  let  us  not  regard  or  listen  to  those  who 
give  us  bad  ones,  but  rather  send  them  from 
among  us,  for  he  must  be  a  bad  man  who  wishea 
ill-blood  between  brothera. 
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From  this  iinei  tkerefois,  let  a*  not  Ustea  to 
aay  bad  talks;  let  as  all  hold  each  other  &st  bf 
the  hand  of  peace,  asd  each  brother  hold  the 
other  10  his  heart. 

This  is  sent  with  a  good  will,  aod  will  be  kept 

by  OS. 

Opoithlimico,  Imathluche, 

Cappachimieoi,  lahimathlaehy,  Palo 
lohimathlo,  Fowl  Towo,     Chipcly, 

Cbarle  Tustooaky,  Lahoe  Htmatblo, 

Ototoieo,  Homathlemico, 

Oehaoona  Tustonaky,  Tatmocbei  Hatebo, 

Baeby  Tuttonaky,  HilUs  fiadjo. 

No.  64. 

MB'.  Jrbuthnoi  to  the  Howmphk  Charkt  Bagqt. 
gFoand  with  Arbuthnot's  pspen.] 

8ib:  On  my  return  to  this  from  the  Indian 
aation,  about  a  month  aiaee,  I  reeeivsd  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Moodie,  annexing  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  your  excellency,  and  which  in  future 
shall  be  attended  to,  wnea  I  have  occasion  to 
write  on  Indian  afiairs* 

A%  I  sm  now  especially  authorized  by  the  chiefs 
whose  names  I  beg  leave  to  annex  to  the  present 
to  make  such  representations  as  may  be  of  ser- 
irice  to  the  nation,^  aod  learning  by  tbe  copv  of  a 
letter  from  the  right  honorable  Barl  Balnnrst, 
handed  me  by  hisexcelleney  Governor  Cameron, 
that  your  excellency  is  instructed  to  watch  over 
the  ioieresis  of  the  four  nations,  I  sliall  take  the 
liberty  to  lay  before  your  excellency  such  mat- 
ters as  have  come  under  my  own  observation, 
and  what  has  been  reported  to  me  by  chiefs  in 
whose  veracity  I  can  place  some  confidence.  On 
my  arrival  at  Ochlocnoee  Sound  last  January,  I 
was  met  by  several  of  the  principal  chiefs,  who 
reiterated  the  eomplainta  that  were  stated  to  your 
excellency  in  their  letter  of  last  Novembier*  On 
the  Cbaiahoochee  particularly,  they  stated  the 
Americans  were  descending  in  numbers,  driving 
the  poor  Indian  from  his  habitation.  The  report 
was  confirmed  some  weeks  after  bv  Otosmico,  the 
chief  of  the  town  of  Scan  Halioway,  on  the 
Chatahoochee,  who  informed  mit  th^t  the  officer 
coniimandiQg  at  Fort  Qaines  had  repeatedly  sent 
messages  tp  hiai,  desiring  he  would  submit  to  live 
under  the  American  Qovernment,  and  threaten- 
iag  that  his  non-compliance  would  force  him  to 
t\ira  the  guns  of  the  fort  against  the  town  and 
drive  them  out.  These  threats^  and  swarms  of 
Afaerici^i  settlers  descending,  drove  the  poor  In- 
dians from  their  homes,  and  thirty-six  fields  in  a 
state  of  ^cultivation  were  occupied  hy  the  new 
settlers,  aod  where  the  houaes  stood  the  plough 
has  passed  over. 

.  On  the  Choctawhatehy,  which  is  far  withXi^ 
the  Indian  territory,  Americans  have  formed  a 
li|^«  settlement,  which,  if  persisted  in,  will  soon 
drive  the  Indians  to  the  extremity  of  the  peatn- 
sfiU. 

Agreeably  to  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain 

and  America,  the  latter  were  to  confine  thein- 

selves  to  the  same  boundaries  they  enjoyed  in 

812,  prior  to  the  war.    This  they  J^i^va  not  d^iUSt 


but  aBcroached  on  alnaost  every  poiot  of  dbe  I»- 
dian  tenitory.  The  chiefs  think  thai  it  is  inpos- 
sible  the  conduct  of  the  persons  acting  so  eoatrarj 
to  the  treaty  can  be  known  to  the  Americaa  Got* 
emmeat ;  and,  the  more  to  blind  the  Government, 
and  to  mislead  them  as  to  the  true  stnie  and  dii* 
position  of  the  Indians,  they  are  continually 
s[^Teading  reports  in  the  public  gasette%  of  Gear* 

?:ta,  dbc,  of  cruelty  committed  by  the  Seminole 
ndians  on  inhabitants  living  on  the  borders  of 
the  United  Sutes ;  wheress  it  is  persons  in  the 
back  settlements  of  Georgia  who  enter  the  Semi- 
nole territory  ia  large  parties  to  steal  cattle,  which 
they  frequently  drive  off  in  gangs  of  fifty  and  ooo 
hundred  at  a  time;  and  if  in  these excuiaiaas  the 
Indians  meet  tbem  and  oppose  thcae  predatorv 
plunderers,  blood  sometimes  has  been  spilt,  which 
was  the  case  in  April  last,  whenn  pnrty  of  Miek- 
asuky  Indians  met  three  men  driving  off  catil^ 
and  atueked  them,  killing  one,  nnd  retaking  the 
cattle.  But  those  bloodthirsty  bnck-aettkrs  (oi 
Georgia  soon  retaliated  on  the  poor  Indians^  dn 
early  In  June  they  returned  to  puinderi  nnd  meet- 
ing with  an  Indian  encampment  tbcf  killed  one 
outn;  another  making  his  escape,  they  pursued 
him  to  another  encampment,  where  they  killed 
two  others  and  a  boy;  the  boy  thef  acaipel 
Early  ia  July  a  baadmaa  of  the  ftowu  of  Snna- 
nee  was  killed  on  St.  Jiobn's  river,  while  hnntis^ 
but  the  chief  doesnot  reckon  the  persons  who  kiUm 
him  true  Amerienns.  For  the  better  showing  year 
excellency  how  those  poor  Indtnns  am  nbused,  I 
beg  leave  to  enolose  yon  patagmphii  taken  from 
American  papers,  the  whole  of  which  are  com- 
plete fahricatiooAi  tending  to  mislead  ihe  Ameri*- 
can  Qovernment.  I  also  beg  your  excelieBcy^ 
attemion  to  a  letter  from  an  American  ofieer, 
dated  at  Fort  Gaioes^  with  Cappaehimico^  the 
head  chief  of  the  ftemtnolas'  answer  theieio  \  but 
notwithstanding  it  is  staled  to  be  by  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States^  the  gcnikman 
waited  no  time  to  receive  an  answer,  bnt,  prior  lo 
the  chief's  messenger  arriviug  nt  the  forii  bad 
continued  bis  road  for  St«  Mary's,  knTing  then 
ignorant  of  what  talk  he  was  authorised  to  give 
them  \  and  I  have  since  learned  thnt  l/Lu  Diikni 
was  an  oAoer  of  General  Jnokson's  staff;  tmv^ 
ling  through  the  nation. 
Men.  Ciunt»na  Baoov, 

No.fi6. 


[Taksn  fima  the  London  Tunes  newspaper  of  nfc  An* 

gist,  1818.] 

SuwAN IB,  Lowsn  CniBK  NATton, 

Jl^umary  90, 1918. 

When  I  last  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  joui 
by  desire  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  natioa,  I  lit- 
tle expected  that  war  would  so  soon  have  com- 
menced between  the  Americans  and  them*  It  h^ 
however,  actually  begun,  by  the  wanton  Mgrc«* 
sions  of  the  former,  in  an  attack  on  Fowl  Town, 
during  the  night.  Thoi^rh  this  wnnton  aiinck 
has  been  disavowed  by  Qeuecal  BCitchdl^  the 
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Americaa  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  and  he  has 
made  reparation  for  the  injury  and  loss  sustained 
by  Inhimatblo  and  his  people,  yet  the  continued 
aggressions  of  the  Americans,  and  the  numbers 
pouring  into  the  nation,  not  from  the  land  side 
alone,  but  from  Mobile  and  elsewhere,  by  the  Ap- 
palaehicola  river,  hare  compelled  the  Indians  to 
take  arms  as  their  only  resource  from  oppression. 
Tour  friend  Hillis  Hadio  has  been  called  by  his 
people  to  put  himself  at  their  head^  and  he  is  now 
encamped  at  Spanish  Bluff,  the  residence  of  Doyle 
and  Hambly,  which  is  now  io  the  possession  of 
the  Indians,  with  from  one  thousand  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men  s  those  men  are  princi- 
pally Red  Sticks,  who  are  scattered  about  in  the 
nation,  and  who  hate  collected  and  pat  them- 
selTes  under  his  command,  with  a  few  hundred 
Upper  Indians  who  hare  joined  them. 

1  cannot  allow  myself  to  believe  that  those  en- 
croachments on  Indian  territory  are  made  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  American  Qovernment, 
and  Qeneral  MitchelPs  conduct  and  message  to 
Kenhagee  assure  me  it  is  not  so.  But  there  are 
persons  who  wish  to  get  hold  of  the  Indian  lands, 
and  they  stick  at  no  means,  however  cruel  and  op- 
pressive, to  obtain  their  ends.  Qeneral  Gaines's 
letter,  of  August  last,  to  Kenhagee^  clearljr  shows 
that  he  and  General  Jackson  are  determined,  if 
possible,  to  get  bold  of  the  whole  Indian  lands. 
After  falsely  accusing  them  of  murders,  thefts, 
burning  houses,  dtc,  he  sairs :  '*  But  there  is  some- 
thing oat  In  the  sea,  a  bird  with  a  forked  tongue ; 
whip  him  back  before  he  lands,  for  he  will  be  the 
ruin  of  you  yet.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  What 
or  whom  I  mean.  I  mean  the  name  of  English- 
man." 

Tha  other  contents  of  this  letter  plainly  show 
me  that  those  two  Generals  have  formed  a  plan  of 
possessing  themselves  of  the  whole  Indian  lands. 
That  this  plan  has  originated  with  l^orbes,  In- 
neraritys,  or  those  of  their  subordinate  agents,  I 
have  little  doubt,  as  every  part  of  the  conduct  of 
'  ihoae  iafevioiP  acton,  shows  they  hava  been  aiii- 
ployed  for  the  expvasa  purpast  of  rooting  out  the 
poor  Indian  from  his  j^ternai  inberitanoe.  The 
report  of  Hambly  having  made  salesiia  the  name 
of  the  chiefs,  of  all  the  lands  from  reasaeola  to 
St.  Augustine,  comes  from  8t.  Mark's  fort.  I 
shall  soon  be  there,  and  learn  from  what  souree 
they  derive  their  inforaaatioD. 

That  fabe  and  improper  sales  hate  been  aaade, 
I  have  no  doubt  $  without  such  had  beea  the  ease, 
the  Americans  would  nerer  have  poured  into  the 
Indian  nation  by  the  AppalaebietMa. 

It  is  rraorted  that  John  Forboi  has  withdrawn 

from  all  lodiao  tfoncerns;  but  the  lanefaritys  are 

enough,  with  their  subordinate  agents,  to  diatorb 

the  whole  Indian  nation ;  and  I  have  aot  the  least 

doubt  that  through  them  the  present  troubles eoiBfe, 

The  chiefs  have  written  to  Governor  CameroQ 

for  a  supply  of  amnnaition,  and  Which  Kenhagee 

ioforms  me  Hillis  Hadjo,  when  in  England,  had 

orders  lo  demand,  in  case  of  aecoal  need.    It  is 

tnlly  neeesaarj  the  English  Gtovenunent  should 

do  something  for  those  people.    In  the  late  was 

they  drew  them  into  thetr  quarrel  against  Amer- 


riea ;  at  the  peace  they  agr^d  to  see  th^m  prd*  * 
tected  in  their  ri|[hts  and  privileges,  and  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  before  the  war;  since 
then  they^  have  never  troubled  themselves  about 
them,  thinking  it  enough  that  His  Majesty's  Am- 
bassador had  orders  to  see  that  those  people  were 
protected  in  their  rights  and  privileges.  Bat  how 
IS  his  excellency  the  British  Ambassador  to  knoikr 
if  the  Indian  is  righted,  and  permitted  to  lire 
quietly  on  his  own  land  7  He  interdicts  the  cor- 
resjiondence  of  any  private  individual  on  ludian 
affairs,  unless  it  oan  be  put  into  his  hand  without 
any  expense.  Does  he  expect  a  true  account  of 
what  passes  in  the  Indian  nation  from  the  Ameri- 
can Governmedt,  or  fVom  the  hireling  gazettes 
of  the  towns  of  Upper  Georgia  ?  It  is  the  interest 
of  both  to  deceive,  and  unless  the  doer  is  opened 
for  British  subjects  to  speak  what  they  knoW| 
and  instruct  his  excellency  of  such  matters  re- 
specting the  Creek  nation  as  they  are  certain  to 
be  true,  he  can  never  have  the  means  of  Judginjg 
what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

I  have,  by  desire  of  the  chiefs,  written  to  his 
excellency  the  honorable  Charles  Bagot  on  their 
affairs,  and  also  Governor  Cameron,  with  a  de* 
mand  for  a  small  supply,  [of  arms,  munitions,  4bc.] 
of  which  thev  stand  greatly  in  need.  I  trust,  sir, 
]rou  will  maxe  such  representations  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  require,  that  those  unfortunate  people,  who 
look  up  to  you  as  their  friend,  may  soon  rest 
peaceaoJy  and  quiet  in  their  country. 

Yon  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take,  which 
nothing  but  tne  pressing  solicitations  of  Kenha- 
gee would  have  induced  me  to  uke;  and,  with 
much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

No.  66. 

Bakek  to  Ocnimar  €tppinget. 

[Translation  Irom  the  Spanish  translation  received 
from  Qovemor  Coppinger,  and  eommonicated  liy 
Mr.  Be  Oais,  enclosed  in  his  letter  of  the  STth 
March,  iai8,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  For  Iba 
original,  in  English^  see  No.  49,  court-martial  pie* 
ceedings,  No*  S.] 

SiTWANBs,  Novmber  18, 1816* 

SiE :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
person  to  write  an  answer  is  the  cause  of  this  ap- 
parent negleec 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  keep  op  a  good  under- 
standing and  oorrespondence  with  you;  and  I 
hope  you  will,  when  oeoasion  offers,  advise  me  of 
such  things  as  may  be  of  service  to  myself  and 
my  people.  My  warriors  and  others  who  go  to 
St.  Augustine  return  with  false  reports,  tending 
to  harass  and  disturb  my  people,  and  prevent  them 
attendttt]^  to  their  usual  avocations.  At  one 
time,  the  Amfericans^  supported  by  a  force  of 
three  thousand  men^  and  sneh  of  our  brethi^a  as 
they  hare  compelled  to  join  them,  are  moniag 
lines  far  within  our  territory ;  at  another,  tbey  are 
^olleetii^  a  large  force  at  Fort  Miteheili  in  thie 
folks  of  the  Flint  and  Chatahaoehee  rivers,  to  fall 
on  the  towns  that  may  not  join  them.  NoWjsir,  we 
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.  know  of  DO  reason  tbey  can  have  for  attacking  an 
-loofirnsife  and  onoffending  people,  whose  wish 
la  10  iobabit  their  woods,  without  disturbing  or 
being  disturbed  by  any  one.  We  have  none  of 
their  slaves  $  we  have  taken  none  of  their  prop- 
erty'since  they  made  peace  with  our  good  father, 
King  Gkorge.  We  have  followed  the  orders  of 
the  officer  of  our  father  who  was  atnoog  us,  Col- 
onel Edward  Nicholls,  and  in  nowise  molested 
the  Americans,  though  we  daily  see  them  en- 
croaching on  our  lands,  stealing  our  cattle,  and 
murdering  or  carrying  off  our  people.  We  were 
told  by  tbesameomcer  that,  as  allies  of  our  father, 
we  were  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 

«  our  good  father  and  the  Americabs,  and  that  the 
latter  were  to  give  up  all  the  territory  that  had 
been  takep  from  us  before  the  war ;  bu!,  so  far 
from  complying  with  the  ninth  article  of  that 
treatj,  they  are  making  daily  encroachments, 
and  rorging  treaties  (which  they  pretend  are  con- 
cluded with  our  people)  for  cessions  and  grants 
of  lands  which  never  were  in  existence,  and  the 
aignatures  of  which  are  unknown  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Creek  nation,  who  alone  have  a  right  to  assign 
or  transfer  the  common  propertv.  The  want  of 
a  proper  person  among  our  people  to  acquaint  us 
with  these  transactions  is  the  cause  of  our  long 
silence  on  them,  and  leads  the  world,  as  well  as 
our  friends,  to  think  we  are  in  league  with  the 
Americans. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation  assembled 
lately  at  my  town  of  Suwauee,  and  resolved  to 
inform  the  Minister  of  King  Qeorge  at  Washing- 
ton of  our  grievances,  and  of  the  conduct  and 
usurpation  of  the  Americans;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  copies  sent  to  England.  Until 
we  have  one  or  more  persons  among  our  people 
to  watch  over  our  rights  and  interests,  we  shall 
continue  to  be  exposed  to  the  same  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Americafts,  whose  system  appears 
to  be  the  destruction  of  our  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, and  expelling  us  from  our  native  land. 

Vou  desire  that  I  would  chase  off  those  who 
a^eal  my  cattle,  <Sbc.  Some  of  my  people  have 
lately  driven  away  several  Americans  who  were 
endeavoring  to  settle  at  Lacboa;  and  I  do  not 
doubt  they  will  represent  that  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, although  you  well  know  that  Lachua  is  in 
the  heart  of  my  territory,  and  was,  until  the 
Americans  killed  my  brother,  our  chief  town.  I 
return  you  my  thanks  fur  your  letter, 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant, 

BOLBCK,  his  X  mark, 
Chief  of  the  SeminoU  nation. 

No.  67. 
Oovemor  Coppmger  to  the  chief  Boleek,  {Bowlege,) . 

St.  Auodstinb,  in  Florida, 
December  20, 1816. 

Fbtbud  AMD  Bbotbbr  Bolbck  :  Your  letter  of 
the  16th  of  November  was  delivered  to  me  yes- 
terday by  one  of  your  ^rvanta,  in  which  you  in- 
form me  of  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  26th  Sep- 
tember last,  and  other  cireumatances  which  give 


you  and  your  warriors  Dneasiaeaa.  I  see  with 
pain  that  the  whole  comes  from  the  informacion 
of  persons  in  whom  ^ou  ought  not  to  place  the 
smallest  confidence,  it  being  their  principle  to 
employ  such  opportunities  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
ducing you  and  your  people  from  their  daily  la- 
bors. In  consequence  of  this,  and  of  what  you  teU 
me  of  your  desire  to  keep  up  the  best  aoderstand- 
ing  and  correspondence  with  me,  and  of  year 
hope  that  the  opportunities  will  not  be  wanting 
let  me  give  you  such  counsel  as  may  be  useful  to 
you,  your  people,  and  warriors.  I  will  do  so  from 
the  sentiments  of  sincere  friendship  I  bear  to- 
wards you,  fearful,  however,  that  the  seDtimeata 
of  others,  who  come  into  the  territory  nader  the 
appearance  of  friendship,  but  with  bad  intentions, 
may  influence  your  minds  and  obtain  your  confi- 
dence by  their  flattering  representations.  It  » 
ascertained  here  that  two  persons  have  lately  pre- 
sented themselves  as  commissioners  of  the  Eag- 
lish  nation,  who  have  carried  off  several  rooa- 
way  negroes  belonging  to  the  sabjeets  of  the 
King,  my  master,  and  your  friend,  among  whom 
was  one  of  Don  Francisco  Pellicer's,  and  anoiher 
of  Mr.  Bunch%  both  inhabitants  of  this  province. 
This  did  not  seem  credible  to  me,  as  I  could  not 
suppose  that  so  good  a  friend  to  our  nation  as  yon 
are  could  consent  to  such  proceedings ;  bat.  ia 
case  they  have  really  happened,  you  will  be  sea- 
sible  of  their  great  impropriety,  and  of  the  jost 
grounds  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
so  injured,  who  are  desirous,  as  well  as  myself  of 
assuring  you  of  the  sincere  good-will  and  friend- 
ship we  have  for  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians, 
of  which  you  are  the  chief. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yoor  most  aflleeu'ooate 
and  faithful  servant, 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

To  Friend  and  Brother  Bolbck, 
Oiiefqfthe  SeminoU  tribe  qflndiam. 

No.  68. 

Copjf  of  a  eheei  of  ArbuOmofM  joum^  fiiM^ 

omang  kU  papen. 

October  23d  (continued.)  They  had  a  long 
talk  with  Captain  W.,  and  stopped  all  night ;  this 
day,  meridian,  observed  in  latitude  29^  21',  Sa- 
wanee  bearing  northeast  three  miles.  2ith.  Start- 
ed with  two  men  in  boat  to  survey  if  aof  en- 
trance to  the  west  branch  of  the  river;  found  all 
shallow;  pulled  boat  over  the  mud,  and  entered 
west  branch ;  made  poles  to  mark  the  easternmost 
outlet,  and  descended,  but  could  not  this  day  find 
the  direct  channel  through  the  oyster  bani,  the 
tide  having  flowed  too  much.  25th,  at  2  A.  M., 
wind  shifted  to  east,  and  by  8  A.  M.  to  southeast, 
when  we  got  under  way^,  and  stood  oS  to  sea,, 
wind  freshening  and  a  nasty  short  sea  rtsiog ;  at 
10  tacked  in  shore,  three  fathoma,  Suwanee  nonh- 
east  seven  miles;  the  north  point  of  the  hay  Dorth 
ten  miles.  Cedar  Keys  south  seven  miles;  fraaa 
sundown  to  midnight,  heavy  squalls,  with  raia 
and  much  ihonder  and  lightning;  at  0  anchored 
in  four  fathoms,  no  wind,  and  heavy  swell  Mth. 
First  part  rainy,  and  sqoally;  at  10  A.  BL,  got 
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under  way,  C^4ar  Keys  joat  ip  sight  from  deck ; 
iiood  eaftt-Dortheau,  ftod  at  2  P.M.  hove  to,  to 
arait  for  eanoet  seeo  eoming  off;  came  to  anchor 
ID  two  fathoms;  six  raaoes  came  on  board  fall  of 
Indiaos  mod  blacks,  Billy  and  Jack  amoni^  them, 
i?ith  neveral  negroes  that  were  at  the  bluff;  found 
;hat  Bowlegs  and  Doherty  had  started  in  a  canoe 
ast  night;  ihi»  day  at  meridian  observation  good, 
atiiude  29^  13^,  Cedar  Kevs,  the  outermost,  bear- 
ng  east  southeast  six  miles.    At  6  P.  M.  Bow- 
egs,  with  rciioue,  consisting  of  five  canoes,  came 
>n  board,  and  continued  all  night;  had  a  very 
ong  talk  with  Captain  W.    27tb.  The  brother- 
n-law  of  Bowlegs  desired  Captain  W.  to  listen 
o  what  he  had  heard  from  the  Spaniards  of  the 
Imericans'  intention  of  attacking  them;   they 
vished  to  live  quietly  and  attend  to  their  cattle, 
b:.,  but  could  not  for  the  Americans  and  revolted 
Spaniards,  who  daily  killed  their  cattle,  Sbc,   This 
lay  bought  ^ix  deer  skins,  sixteen  racoon  skins, 
ind  three  pounds  wax,  paid  in  laffia.    Bowlegs 
tod  retinue' left  me  at  2  P.  M.;  Captain  W.  had 
started  about  an  hour  before  for  Suwanee.    At  8 
?.  M.  began  to  blow  fresh  from  southeast,  con- 
inued   blowing  all  night.    28ih,  at  2  P.  M.,  got 
loder  way  and  stood  to  sea.    29ih.  Wind  north- 
vest,  blowing  hard  and  squally,  all  daj  beating 
iff  and  on,  double-reefed  foresail,  reefed  main- 
ail,  dbc*;  at  4  P.  M.  struck  on  a  shallow  bank 
ix  miles  southeast  from  the  mouth  of  the  river; 
K)re  up  and  stood  off;  lowered  jib  and  mainsail, 
lod  repaired  latter,  which  had  given  way  near 
he  gaff;  wore  and  stood  in  shore,  and  came 
o  anchor  in  fourteen  feet  water,  Great  Cedar 
Ley  bearing  southeast  six  miles.    30th,  at  7  A. 
14.,  got  under  way,  and  stood  for  the  entrance 
between  the  two  large  keys,  luffing  and  bearing 
iway  so  as  to  keep  in  two  fathoms;  came  to 
kochor  at  9  A.  M.,  «  mile  and  a  half  from 
alands.     Captain  went  to  sound  channel;  re- 
iuroed  and  reported  channel  to  the  southward, 
lod  that  the  large  island  must  be  brought  to 
>ear  northeast.    At  11  A.  M.,  a  canoe,  two  men, 
Lhree  women  and  their  children,  from  Cape 
Inetole;  got  under  way,  rounded  the  bank,  and 
{rounded  between  two  banks,  where  we  lay  all 
Atght.    31si  October,  warped  into  a  deep  channel, 
with  much  difficulty  drawing  her  through  the 
mud  ;  wrote  W.  and  Auehisee  Indians,  and  also 
fishermen ;  cut  poles  to  stake  out  channel    1st 
November.     Wind  northeast,   extremely  cold, 
again  warping, but  did  not  succeed. in  getting 
into  anchorage;  observed  meridian,  latitude  29^ 
11^  the  south  end  of  the  Great  Cedar  Key  north- 
west by  north,  three-quarters  uf  a  mile;  the  outer 
or  southwest  point  of  the  high  or  South  Key 
southeast  and  by  south  one  and  a  half  mile ;  lay 
quite  dry  at  low  water;  at  10  P.  M.  floated  off, 
tod  stood  into  a  good  channel,  but  laying  the 
warp  too  far  out  she  tailed  on  the  west  side, 
where  we  lay  for  the  nighti  after  bowsing  taut 
our  besi  bower,  laid  in  mid  channel.    2d.  Floated 
offal  10  A.  M.,  and  pulled, up  to  good  anchorage 
^ader  the  lee  of  the  island ;  boat  went  to  an 
tashore  key  to  look  for  water,  and  returned  two 
cftiks  full.    3d.  Self  and  captaia  on  shore  until 


half-past  11A.M.;  caught  nothing;  observation 

food,  latitude  29^  11';  the  high  part  of  South 
lev  due  east  two  miles,  the  sandy  beach  of  Great 
Cedar  Key  west  half  a  mile.    At  sundown,  Cap- 
tain W.  arrived  from  Suwanee ;  several  canoes 
with  negroes  at  the  point;  captain  returned  from 
fishing  on  point;  some  stood  fish.    4th.  Idle  all 
day ;  afternoon  prepared  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  and 
molasses  to  seoo  Robin  Creighton,  per  colored 
lad  named  Charles,  (see  note  thereof;)  during  the 
night  the  wind  shifted  to  the  north  and  north- 
northeast,  drizzling  rain  and  very  cold.    5tb» 
Wind  north-northeast,  rain,  and  very  cold ;  cleared 
up  before  midday;  at  4  P.  M.  two  canoes  from 
Suwanee;  one  came  on  board,  reported  Cappa* 
chiraico  and  all  the  chiefs  waited  for  Captain 
W. ;  prepared  sundry  articles  for  Suwanee,  and 
sent  a  canoe  off  to  get  Frank's  canoe  to  go  with 
Captain   W.  and  self.    6th,  at  13  o'clock  Mm 
started  for  Suwanee,  in  Frank's  canoe,  camped 
for  the  night  at  the  little  island,  mouth  of  the 
river ;  a  canoe,  with  several  men  and  women, 
camped  at  same  place,  bound  for  schooner,  with 
corn,  dbc.    7ih.  At  4  o'clock  A.  M.  started  up 
the  river ;  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  camped  and  break- 
fasted at  Pine  bluff,  and  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  arrived 
at  Buera  landing,  took  through  the  pine  barren, 
and  lost  our  way  to  Christophertown  ;  again  get- 
ting to  the  river,  at  half  past  4  P.  M.  arrived  at 
Robert's ;  Captain  W.  and  guide  had  arrived  a 
little  before ;  visited  Cappachimicoand  Mcdueen 
at  Indiantown.    8th.  A  long  talk  with  Indians; 
their  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans. 
McQ^ueen  mentioned  they  had  taken  one  of  hia 
negroes  and  confined  him  in  the  fort  at  the  forks, 
A  chief  from  Chehaw  said  that  they  had  killed 
three  Indians  in  his  neighborhood,  on  their  own 
ground,  and  taken  eleven  horses  ;  several  others 
stated  losses  in  cattle  and  horBes,and  the  Seminole 

chiefs  in  particular;  a  chief of  —  said 

that,  in  confidence  of  the  treaty  being  faithfuUjr 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  a  half* 
breed  man,  named  Moses,  before  the  war,  settled 
near  the  forks,  returned  to  take  possession  of  his 
fields,  and  was  murdered  by  the  Americans.  The 
chiefs  ordered  a  letter,  in  way  offnemoncU,  to  be 
written  to  our  ambassador  in  America,  and  copies 
tQ  be  sent  to  England,  representing  the  conduct 
of  Americans ;  tne  same  was  done  agreeably  £6 
the  substance  of  their  talk^  read  and  interpreted 
to  them  by  their  own  interpreters  afterwards; 
each  chief  put  his  mark  in  my  presence,  which  I 
certified.  9th.  Cold  and  clear;  Cappachimieo, 
McQfUeen.  and  the  other  chiefs  met,  and  had  a 
long  talk,  more  fully  particularizing  their  partic- 
ular grievances ;  they  also  stated  the  number  of 
forts  (seven)  the  Americans  had  b«ilt,  and  the 
roads  they  had  cut,  and  were  still  contianing  to 
cut,  within  their  territory. 

Medueen  steted  that  Mcintosh  and  the  Coweta 
Indians  were  the  cause  of  the  Americans'  con- 
duct ;  that,  after  the  peace,  a  deputation  had  been 
sent  up  to  have  a  talk  with  the  commander  ac 
Port  Mitchell,  in  the  forks,  who  were  instructed 
to  inform  him  of  what  Colonel  Nieholls  had 
stated  to  them  with  regard  to  their  rights  to  the 
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territory  prior  to  the  war  being;  gusmbtied  by  the 
treaty  between  Bnelind  aad  the  United  States, 
«nd  to  request  that  he,  the  cocnmandaDt,  woald  re- 
frain from  further  encroachments,  and  give  orders 
that  their  lands  should  be  respected.  The  answer 
they  received  from  the  commander  was,  that  it  was 
^11  true  they  had  told  him,  but  that  he  had  orders 
to  act  as  he  did.  A  chief  of  the  Fowl  Town  In- 
dians stated  that  the  American  troops,  returning 
from  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff, 
burnt  one  entire  town  and  murdered  several  of 
their  people,  becabse  they  would  not  join  them 
When  going  down  the  river.  The  Tiger  warrior, 
mnd  two  other  men  of  bote,  spoke,  stating  the  cir- 
comstanees  of  aggression  and  cruelty  that  had 
come  to  their  knowledge.  Cappachimico,  Mc- 
Queen, and  the  others,  further  stated  what  reports 
they  had  from  Doyle.  Hambly,  dbc,  and  all  were 
«f  opinion,  and  firmly  believed,  that  Hambly,  a 
•lerk  to  and  influenced  by  Forbes,  was  the  cause 
of  the  destruction  of  the  fort  at  the  bluff;  and 
that  Hambly  went  down  the  river  as  a  guide  to 
the  American  army,  and  was  particularly  instra- 
ttental  in  its  being  olown  up.  ms  he  pointed  out 
to  the  American  officers  where  the  magazines 
were  placed,  that  they  might  play  their  shells 
•gainst  them.  Such  few  negroes  as  were  saved 
from  the  eiplosion  unhurt  were  carried  off  by  the 
Americans,  with  eannon,  ammunition,  arms,  dbc, 
that  were  found  in  the  fort. 

N.  B.  I  take  no  notice  of  Captain  W.'s  talk  to 
the  Indiana,  becaUse  I  doubt  much  of  what  he 
■tated  was  not  founded  in  fact,  and  was  only  men- 
tioned by  him  to  strengthen  the  chiefs  in  their 
attachment  to  the  British  Government.  I  sny  no 
liirthef  on  this  head.  Of  his  promises,  1  fear  he 
haa  also  gone  too  far;  and,  perhaps,  at  a  future 
tinie^  when  the  Indians  find  them  unperformed, 
the  mge  for  their  disappointment  majr  fall  on  me 
as  ft  party  aiding  and  abetting  Captain  W.  in  his 
4Meption.  1  have  gone  beyond  my  promise  to 
Oaptain  W.;  I  have  been  deceive^  in  almost 
everything;  aad  yet  he  thinks  every  thing  and 

tsrson  must  be  subeervient  to  him.  I  have  had 
ittself  and  aid-de-camp  on  board  since  the  31st 
August ;  in  any  expedition,  in  canoe  or  boat,  i 
have  sapplied  his  wants.  I  kept  three  negroes  on 
board  more  than  two  months  on  his  account.    I 

f'esented  the  chiels  for  him  and  on  his  aoeouat. 
have  seen  my  provisions  taken  and  given  away 
when  we  were  on  short  allowance ;  for  Captain 
W.  gives  liberally  when  it  is  not  out  of  his  own 

reketj  but  is  extremely  costive  when  noything 
wanted  from  home. 

10th.  Cappachimico  and  Mcdueen  gave  me  a 
note  of  the  most  necessary  articles  they  wanted 
immediately,  and  which  I  promised  them  to  brings 
if  possible,  by  the  end  of  December,  and  land 
them  as  agreed.  Gave  them  a  card  with  seals  dbc, 
«a  a  token  that,  when  thev  received  a  messenger 
with  the  duplicate  ihereot  injR.  IF.,  he  came  with 
the  straight  talk  from  me;  made  each  n  present 
of  rom,  saj^ar,  coffee,  and  one  hundred  cigars; 
also,  the  Tiger  warrior  and  two  others  and  the 
<reat  had  a  good  lot  of  cigars  each;  gave  them  a 
parting  glass;   took  leave  at  twelve,  midday. 


They  all  started  on  horsebaok.    The  iwodepmtm 
that  go  to  Nassau  with  me  left  b^iod. 

These  men  are  children  of  natore;  leave  them 
in  their  forests  to  till  their  fields  and  haat  the 
stag  and  graze  their  cattle,  their  ideas  will  extend 
no  farther;  and  the  honest  trader,  in  supplying 
their  moderate  wants,  may  make  m  bandsoaK 
profit  of  them. 

Tbey  have  been  iH-treated  by  the  ESnglisb,  sad 
robbed  by  the  Americans ;  cheated  by  those  who 
have  dealt  with  them,  receiving  goods  and  otber 
articles  at  most  exorbitant  prices  for  their  peJcry, 
Which  has  been  much  undervalued.  I  say  the 
English  ill-treat  them:  after  making  then  parties 
in  the  war  with  America,  they  leare  them  without 
a  pilot,  to  be  robbed  and  ill-treated  by  their  aani- 
ral  and  sworn  enemies,  the  Americans.  When  the 
English  officer,  Colonel  Nicholls,  left  Prospect 
Bluff,  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  he  left  partien- 
lar  orders  witn  Cappachimico  and  the  other 
chiefs  not  on  any  account  to  enter  on  the  terrifory 
of  the  Americans;  while,  at  the  same  time,  hero- 
formed  them  the  Americans  were  to  five  ap  that 
territory  they  had  taken  possession  of  donng  the 
war;  but,  while  he  informed  the  Indians  how  they 
should  act,  and  what  the  Americans  were  to  do 
in  compliance  with  the  treaty,  he  left  do  perssa 
to  guide  them  in  their  condnct  in  ease  the  liner 
should  not  comply,  or  continue  to  extend  their  en- 
croachments and  commit  aggressions.  Whea 
such  was  the  case,  they  had  none  to  rppresest 
their  case  to  the  British  Qovernment  bat  Wiliiaa 
Hambly,  the  clerk  of  John  Forbes,  and  Doyle, 
another  of  his  clerks,  both  of  whom  had  long 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  war  sold  themse/ves 
to  the  American  Gtoveroment,  and,  wbih  ihef 
were  receiving  J?rt7taA  pay,  acted  as  spies  to  the 
Americans.  These  persons  were  not  Kkely  to 
represent  the  conduct  and  encroachment  of  the 
Americans  in  their  troe  light.  No,  they  attempted 
to  influence  the  chiefs  to  join  the  Americans. 
Doyle  stated,  in  a  talk  at  8t.  Mark's,  that  in  fcm 
years  no  Englishman  durst  set  his  foot  ia  (he 
Ftoridas;  yet  these  were  the  only  persons  to 
whom  the  poor  untutored  Indian  coald  apply  to 
represent  their  grievances  to  the  British  Govera- 
meat,  or  an  v  governor  of  their  islands ;  and  it  was 
not  likely  they,  the  tools  of  the  Amerieaas,  would 
give  a  just  and  true  aoeoont  of  the  Indian  griev- 
ances. Hambly,  the  Indian  interpreter,  was  or- 
dered to  write  to  the  Governor  of  New  Provi- 
dence, demanding  his  interference;  and,  by  aa 
intercepted  letter  from  his  brother,  dated  at  Rpgta^ 
in  February  last,  it  appears  he  had  written  a  letter 
to  New  Providence ;  but  to  whom  ? 

No.  fie. 

Arbuthnot  to  the  commanding  ojieer  at  Fori  GWnes. 

GOBLOCHNEK  SODIID,  MotCh  3^  1817. 

Sia  :  I  am  desired  by  Peter  Mc^oeea,  an  oa- 
fortunate chiefj  who  was  some  years  siaee' obliged 
to  fly  from  his  town  of  Tockabatohee,  on  the 
Tallapoohatche  river,  to  claim  of  yoorfrieadship 
the  delivery  of  a  nc^ro  man  named  joe,  (taken 
I  away  from  him  siaea  the  peace,)  whom  4m  atates 
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9  be  ID  Fori  Qmmet.  WlieQ  MtQaeea  lef^ 
Tuckabat^hee.  bis  property  waa  cooaiderable, 
oth  in  negrdea  and  cattle;  of  the  former,  ten 
rowQ  negroes  were  takeo  by  a  half-breed  man 
amed  Barney;  nine  of  whom  he  learns  were 
3ld,  and  one,  a  girl,  n  still  in  possession  of  said 
(arnev.  Twenty  able-bodied  negroes  were  taken 
y  a  cnief  named  Colonel,  or  Aochi  Hatche,  who 
cts  also  as  an  interpreter;  and,  as  he  never  bad 
ossession  of  any  oi  those  persons'  prt>perty,  nor 
ver  did  them  any  injury,  to  his  knowledge,  he 
laims  a  further  proof  of  your  friendship,  that 
ou  will  use  your  influence  in  procuring  these 
egroes  for  him ;  and,  should  they  be  given  up 
Y  the  peraODs  holding  them,  there  is  one  fiaKh fill 
egro  among  them,  named  Charle,  who  will 
ring  them  to  him  at  Oehlochnee  river. 
The  American  headmed  and  officers,  that  were 
ecostomed  to  live  nMr  him,  can  testify  to. his 
ivility  Bod  good  fellowship  with  them ;  and 
bere  are  none  of  them,  he  is  convinced,  that 
rouid  not  serve  him  if  in  their  power.  As  he 
wes  nothing,  nor  ever  took  any  person's  property, 
one  have  a  right  to  retain  his;  and  be  hopes 
!i8t,  through  your  influence,  those  persons  now 
oldtng  his  negroes  will  be  induced  to  give 
Rm  up. 

While  I  am  thus  advocating  the  cause  of  one 
afortonate  individaal,  allow  ttie  to  claim  an 
Ktenston  of  your  philanthropy  to  all  the  Indians 
rithin  your  circle,  by  your  representing  to  them 
ie  folly  of  their  quarrels,  and  that  they  ought 
)  live  quietly  and  peaceabiy  With  each  other. 
The  Lower  Creeks  seem  to  wish  lolivepeate- 
bly  and  quietly,  mud  in  good  friendship  with  tlie 
thers ;  but  there  are  some  designing  and  evil- 
littded  persona,  self-interested,  who  are  endeav- 
ring  to  create  quarrels  between  the  Upper  and 
jower  Creek  Indians,  contrary  to  their  interest, 
heir  happiness,  and  welfare.  Soch  people  be- 
9og  to  no  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  covnte- 
laneed  by  any  Gbvernment. 

The  head  chiefs  request  I  will  iiiquire  of  vou 
rhy  American  settlers  are  descending  the  Chat- 
ihooche,  drivioff  the  poor  Indian  from  his  habi- 
ition,  and  taking  possession  of  his  home  and 
ohivated  fields. 

Without  authority,  I  can  daim  nothing  of  you ; 
ml  a  faumaae  atid  philanthropic  principle  guid- 
tog  me^  i  hope  the  same  will  lofloenee  you,  and, 
f  such  is  really  the  case,  and  that  the  line  marked 
»ut  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
md  the  Uoited  States,  respecting  the  Indian  na- 
ions,  has  been  infringed  upon  by  the  subjects  of 
he  tatter,  that  you  will  represent  to  them  their 
mproper  conduct,  and  prevent  its  continuance. 

1  hold  in  my  possession  a  letter  received  from 
he  Governor  or  New  Providence,  addressed  to 
^im  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  chief  Secretairy 
of  State,  infonning  him  oi  the  orders  given  to  the 
British  Ambassador  at  Washington  to  watch  over 
the  interests  of  the  Indian  nations,  and  see  that 
their  riglits  are  faithfully  attended  to  and  -pro- 
^«eted,  ^eeMy  to  the  treaty  of  paaee  between 
^he  British  aad  Ameileave. 

I  am  in  hopea  that  eve  this  ihere  la  an'ifed  at 


New  Providence  a  person  from  Great  Britain 
with  authority  to  act  as  agent  for  the  Indian  na- 
tions; and,  if  so,  it  will  devolve  on  him  to  see 
that  the  boundary  lines,  as  marked  out  by  the 
treaty,  are  not  infringed  upon. 

I  hmt  you  will  not  think  these  observations, 
made  oy  desire  of  the  chiefs,  any  improper  inter- 
ference; and  requestjog  the  favor  of  an  answer, 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

P.  S.  Mcdueen  states  that  the  ofispring  of  the 
negroes  when  he  left  Tuckabatchee  were  seven 
of  those  taken  by  Barney,  and  nine  of  those  taken 
by  Auehi  Hatche,  and  he  supposes  they  have 
increased. 

No.  70. 

it.  CuUok  to  ArMkwt,  (amwet  to  No,  M,)  fnmd 
among  Arbuikno^i  popen, 

FoHT  Gaines,  May  1, 1817. 

Deab  Sir:  On  being  informed  by  the  com- 
manding officer  that  you  had  written,  In  behalf 
of  Peter  Mcdueen,  for  a  negro  man  once  in  the 
possession  of  myself  at  this  place,  requiring  the 
return  of  said  negro  to  (as  you  said)  the  rightful 
owner,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  yon  that 
the  said  nesro  is  now  at  Fort  Hawkins,  Oakmul- 
gee  river,  claimed  by  an  American  citizen  by  the 
natne  of  Bowen  White.  He  remained  #ith  us; 
he  was  a  deposite  of  some  of  the  Indians,  to  be 
given  to  the  said  Bowen  when  called  for.  Fo^« 
ther  of  bis  origin,  or  manner  In  which  he  was 
claimed  as  property,  I  cannot  tell  anvthing.  Ton 
inquired  why  citizens  were  descending  this  river. 
In  answer,  I  say  in  right  of  and  conformably  to 
a  late  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Creek  nation ;  for  this  part  of  the  territory  was 
ceded  to  us  as  a  compensation  for  expenses  and 
aid  furnished  and  incurred  by  the  friendly  Creek 
Indians  against  Medueen  and  his  party,  not  hav- 
ing any  reference  or  touching  any  article  or  part 
of  the  treaty  between  the  united  States  and 
Great  Britain.  As  to  Mcdueen's  having  any 
claims  on  the  good  feeling  and  philanthropy  of 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  it  is  a  mock- 
ery and  a  farce ;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  incurred 
both  the  ill*will  and  hatred  of  his  own  people  and 
them,  and  has,  in  fact,  been  the  cause  of  the  de- 
stnrction  and  loss  of  his  native  country. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

AM.  CULLOH. 

A.  Abbotbmot, 

Ochlod^nee  Sounds  Fiorida  Key9. 

No.  71. 

Copy  of  a  paper,  toUhout  daie  or  ngnaiure,  found 
amoag  JbrMkno^o  papero  /   ouppond  to  be  the 
anewer  to  No.  4,  in  the  proeeedinge  of  the  courts 
martial  on  the  trial  of  Arbuihnot* 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
wishes  without  the  Kii^g's  command,  but  you 
may  be  assured  that  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  sub- 
mitting the  representation  you  have  now  made 
to  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. 
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No.  72. 

it.  iir6tfMno/  to  General  MUehell,  agent  of  Indian 

Affaire^ 

SUWANBB,  LOWBB  CrEBK  NaTION, 

Jcaiuary  19, 1818. 

Sir:  Kenbagee,  head  chief  of  the  Lower  Creek 
nation,  has  called  oo  me  to  request  I  would  re- 
present to  you  the  cruel  and  oppressive  conduct 
of  the  American  people  living  on  the  borders  of 
the  Indian  nation,  and  whteh  he  was  in  hopes, 
from  a  talk  you  were  pleased  to  send  him  some 
weeks  since,  would  have  been  put  a  stop  to,  and 
peace  restored  between  the  Indians  and  the  Amer- 
ican people;  but,  far  from  any  stop  beinf  put  to 
their  inroads  and  encroachments,  they  are  pour- 
ing in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not  only  from  the 
land  side,  but  both  troops  and  settlers  ascending 
the  Appalachicola  river  in  vessel-loads.  Thus, 
the  Indians  have  been  compelled  to  take  up 
arms  to  defend  their  homes  from  a  set  of  lawless 
invaders. 

Your  known  philanthropy  and  good-will  to- 
wards the  Indians  in  general  induce  the  chiefs 
to  hope  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  usinff  your 
influence  to  put  a  stop  to  those  invasions  of  their 
lands  and  paternal  birthright,  and  also  order  that 
those  who  have  already  seized  on  their  fields  may 
retire  therefrom.  The  Indians  have  seized  two 
persons  known  to  have  been  greatly  instrumental 
m  bringing  the  Americans  down  on  their  lands, 
and  they  are  now  in  their  possession  as  prisoners ; 
and  they  have  it  in  report  that  sales  of  their 
lands  have  been  made  by  those  two  people,  with- 
out consent,  approbation,  or  knowledge  of  the 
chiefs;  and,  from  their  long  residence  in  the 
nation^  and  the  one  having  enjoyed  great  confi- 
dence jn  the  nation  and  with  the  chiefs,  as  Eng- 
lish interpreter,  there  is  some  reason  to  believe 
those  reports,  when  leagued  with  the  swarms  of 
Americans  comioff  from  Mobile  and  other  places 
seizing  the  best  of  the  Indian  lands.  Such  im- 
proper sales  have  actually  been  made. 

In  faking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir,  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  Indians,  believe  me  1 
have  no  wish  but  to  see  an  end  put  to  a  war 
which,  if,  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  eventually 
be  their  ruin  ;  and  as  they  were  not  the  aggres- 
sor, if,  in  the  height  of  their  rage,  they  commit 
any  excesses,  that  you  will  overlook  them  as  the 
just  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  against  an 
invading  foe.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT, 
By  order  of  Kenhagee  and  BoioUgM, 
acting  for  themtelve9  and  the  other  chiefe. . 


Camp  bbporb  St.  Mark's. 

April  8, 1818. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  produced  to  A.  Ar- 
botbnot,  on  his  examination  before  me,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  him  to  have  been  written  by  him 
to  General  Mttchell,  agent  of  the  Creek  nation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Preaent :    Mr.  FultoH. 


SiipplemeniarffdocnMniareeeiwedameeikaieUer 
to  Mr.  Ervmg  waa  fbrwardeL 

[From  the  Pablic  Ledger  and  Daihr  Adtuitim  (of  Aa- 

gust  S7,  18I8.J 

MS.  ARBUTHNOT. 

The  following  letters,  in  addition  to  thoK  al- 
ready made  public,  tend  to  show  the  deep  iotercit 
which  this  unfortunate  gentleman  took  in  pro- 
curing redress  for  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
unprovoked  aggressions  of  the  American  back 
settlers  on  the  fodian  boundary  line. 


A,  Arbutinot  to  the  eommandmg  agker  ^  Fart 


Copy 
Ea 


[This  is  an  extract  fnm  the  letter  No.  69  in  this  eol- 
lection,  eonasting  cf  the  lour  pangraphe  hmSan  tfat 
last,  which  is  omitted.  See  the  docnmeot  No.  $§, 
and  the  answer  to  it.  No.  70.] 

of  a  talk  sent  from  the  Briti^  ogtatB  «a 
^aet  Florida  to  the  Big  Warrior^  head  dd^ 
of  the  Creek  nation  ofindianM.^ 

OCHLOCBNEB  RiVBB,  MoTCh  3,  1817. 

When  the  English  made  pence  with  the  Aae- 
ricans,  they  included  the  whole  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions, viz:  Creek,  Choetnw,  Chicknsnwy  and  Cher- 
okee. Those  nations  were  gunraniied  in  the qoiec 
possession  of  their  lands,  and  the  Amerienns  en- 
gaged to  give  up  such  lands  of  the  Indians  as  they 
had  taken  possession  of  during  the  war. 
'  If  they  have  not  done  so,  or  if  they^  hare  been 
making  further  encroachments,  the  ciue/s  have 
only  to  represent  their  complaints  nnd  the  anrea- 
sions  of  the  Americans  to  the  Qoremor  of  New 
Providence,  who  will  forward  them  to  Eaglaad, 
or  get  them  conveyed  to  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  who  has  orders  from  the  King  of 
England  to  see  that  the  righu  of  the  naiiona 
above  mentioned  are  protected,  and  the  siipnln- 
tions  contained  in  the  treaty,  in  their  famr,  are 
faithfully  carried  into  execution. 

The  Americans  have  no  wiah  to  go  lo  war ; 
they  will  not,  therefore,  do  anything  contrary  to 
the  treaty ;  and  what  eucroachmenu  hare  been 
made  must  be  without  the  knowledge  of  the  chid* 
of  the  American  Government;  and,  ao  aoon  u 
he  is  informed  thereof  bv  the  Britiah  Miniatcr  at 
Washington,  he  will  order  the  American  people 
who  have  taken  possession  of  Indian  lands  to 
draw  back  to  their  own  poeaesaiona. 

The  Indian  nations  are  ali  one  great  fiamiif ; 
they  possess  lands  their  great  forefathers  handed 
down  to  them,  and  they  ought  to  hand  them  down 
entire  to  their  children.  If  they  aell  their  land, 
what  do  they  receive  for  it  ?  Nothing  that  will 
last  It  is  wasted  away  in  a  few  years.  Wither, 
therefore,  they  sell,  or  give  it  away,  they  are  rob- 
bing their  children  of  the  inheritance  they  had  a 
right  to  expect.  As  a  great  family^  they  ovighi 
to  live  as  such  with  each  other.   .Let  the  /oar 

*  This  appears  to  he  the  name  talk  wi&telettar 
to  the  Little  Prince,  mentioned  in  the  pnoesfinge  of 
the  conrt-mailial  on  Arbnthaot'a  triaL 
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Dttieos  join  io  bonds  of  brotherly  lovej  lei  them 
smoke  the  pipe  of  peace ;  let  the  cuhivatioo  of 
their  lands  be  their  chief  object  during  Spring 
and  Saiiiiner,and  hunting  their  diversion  during 
Winter ;  and  the  produce  of  their  labor  will  be 
bought  by  good  people,  who  will  come  and  deal 
with  them  when  they  know  there  is  anything  to 
be  purchased  for  goods  or  money. 

If  the  Americans  or  other  nations  live  near 
them,  let  them  live  in  friendship  with  them,  and 
keep  up  a  good  understanding,  but  on  no  ac- 
coQot  sell  or  give  away  any  of  their  lands.  I  re* 
commend  this  as  a  friend  of  humanity  and  of 
good  order, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 


The  head  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Crfeek  nation 
have  desired  me,  Oponf ,  to  get  the  straight  talk 
for  them ;  what  is  written  in  the  foreeoing  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  true  and  straight  tafk  received 
from  an  Bnglishman,*  who  carried  two  deputies 
to  New  Providence,  and  returnt* d  with  them  to 
Ochlochaee.  I,  Opony,  have  been  sent  by  you, 
the  head  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Creek  nation,  to  see 
the  Seminole  Indians.  I  have  done  so;  they 
live  quietly  and  peaceably,  and  wish  to  do  so, 
with  ati  their  red  brethren,  in  every  part  of  the 
nation. 

Opoy  Hateho  has  desired  me  to  see  those 
things;  I  have  done  so;  aqd  see  all  quiet,  and 
had  the  talk  I  now  send  you,  and  shaken  hands 
with  the  friend  who  gave  it  me. 

That  the  friend  I  have  met  came  over  with 
goods  b]F  desire  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  towns, 
and  is  a  true  friend  to  the  Indians.  The  vari- 
ous and  vntrue  talks  that  you  sent  me  from  time 
to  time  must  be  made  by  some  person  an  enemy 
to  us,  all  red  brethren;  and  ought  not  to  be  lis- 
tened to  ;  let  me  know  who  they  are,  and  send 
me  an  answer  as  toon  as  possible  to  the  present 
talk. 

OPONY,  his  X  mark. 

Written  by  order  of  the  aforesaid  Opony,  the 
11th  of  March,  1817. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
Witness:  Aabon  Morbis. 


Ban  Jam  d^  dwUtoihe  Seerdary  qf  Siaie* 

Wabhinotor,  Dec  12, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
note  of  the  30th  uHimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
24th  of  the  same  month,  by  which  I  perceive, 
with  great  concern,  the  failure  of  the  flattering 
hope  r  had  formed  of  seeing  a  speedy  and  amica- 
ble termination  of  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween our  respective  Governments.  But  I  leave 
to  those  who  may  impartially  inquire  into  the 
state  of  things,  their  origin,  nature,  and  all  the 
circumstances  hitherto  attending  them— to  those 
who  form  their  judgments  upon  the  principles 
of  justice,  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  the 
most  established  rales  of  human  reason,  whether, 

*  Bee  Arbxtthnot's  Journal*  No.  68. 


on  my  part,  I  have  not  done  even  more  than 
could  be  hoped  for  at  once  to  terminate  a  con- 
troversy no  less  unpleasant  than  it  is  injurious 
to  the  interest  of  both  nations. 

It  was  painful  to  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  find  that  the  differences  which  origin- 
ated in  the  pretensions  first  formed  by  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1805  were  not  then  defini- 
tively settled;  but  the  tenaciousness  of  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries  in  maintaining  them,  and 
their  refusal  tp  accede  to  those  advanced  by  His 
Majesty,  in  conformity  with  the  most  inviolable 
duties  of  his  Rojral  drown,  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  1802,  threw 
insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  both; 
these  obstacles  still  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates  at  the  period  of  the  revolution  in 
Spain,  in  1808.  From  that  time,  and  until  the 
latter  part  of  1815,  you  are  aware,  sir,  that  the 
(Government  of  the  United  States  declined  to 
acknowledge  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Minister, 
and  that  the  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the 
two  Powers  was  interrupted.  Froni  the  moment 
your  Government  resolved  on  changing  its  course, 
and  receiving  the  Minister  of  Spain,  my  Govern- 
ment has  employed  the  roost  unceasing  efforts  to 
adjust  all  existing  differences,  and  establish  on  a 
just  and  solid  bahis  the  most  perCeet  harmony 
and  lasting  friendship.  For  this  I  appeal  to  the 
correspondence  between  His  Catholic  Majesty's 
Minister  of  State  and  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States  at  Madrid,  and  to  that  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  carry  on  here  with  yourself  andyour 
predecessor.  I  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  any 
impartial  person  who  may  be  disposed  to  analyze 
it,  rejbcting  whatsoever  is  irrelevant  or  unfound- 
ed, to  determine  who  has  reason  and  justice  on 
his  side,  and  decide  whether  it  is  possible  that  any 
nation  in  the  woild,  similarly  situated,  could  act 
with  greater  generosity  and  good  laith  than 
Spain,  or  offer  greater  sacrifices  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  put- 
tins  an  end  to  the  controversy  between  them. 

As  you  stated  to  me,  in  your  note  of  31st  of 
October  last,  that  the  proposals  you  then  made 
me  by  order  of  your  Government  comprehended 
everything  which  the  President  conceived  it  pos- 
sible, within  the  compass  of  his  powers  and  duty, 
to  offer  for  the  final  arrangement  of  the  pendins 
differences,  lendeavored^in  my  letter  of  the  16th 
of  November  last,  to  modify  the  proposals  made 
in  yours  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  approximate 
them  to  yours  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  pow- 
ers. I  even  expressed  my  earnest  desire  to  con- 
clude the  negotiation,  so  far  as  to  admit  the  re- 
moval of  the  boundary  line  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  on  the  river  Sabine,  as  proposed  by  you ; 
and  1  only  added  that  it  should  run  more  or  less 
obliquely  to  the  Missouri,  thereby  still  keeping 
in  view  the  consideration  of  conciliating  the  wish 
that  your  Government  might  have  of  retaining 
such  other  settlement  as  might  have  been  formed 
on  the  bank  of  that  river,  and  observing,  never- 
theless,  that  it  was  not  to  pass  by  New  MexicO| 
or  any  other  provinces  or  dominions  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain.    Notwithstanding  this|  and  the  further 
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adtantftges  oflered  in  the  sfiild  prbposals,  I  now 
observe  that  tbejr  still  appear  insafficieat  to  meet 
the  wishes  and  TiewsofycarGoverDineDt ;  which 
is  the  more  a  subject  of  regret  to  me,  as  the  rea- 
sons and  grounds  on  which  I  founded  a  hope  of 
a  different  result  were,  and  still  are,  of  the  greatest 
weight. 

What  you  now  state,  namely,  that  your  pro- 
posal relative  to  the  western  boundary  between 
the  two  Powers  intolved  a  great  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  Spain,  ap- 
pears incomprehensible  to  me.  That  proposal, 
even  modified  and  adapted  to  that  which  I  made 
to  you  on  the  24th  of  last  month,  included  in  fa- 
vor of  the  United  States  a  Considerable  extent  of 
territory  to  the  right  and  lef\  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  which  they  neither  had  nor  can  have  any  right 
whatever;  and  that  fact  being,  as  assuredly  it  is, 
beyontl  all  contradiction  or  doubt,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  consists  the  sacrifice  made  by  the 
United  States  to  Spain  in  the  proposal  offered  by 
you.  In  fact,  how  can  it  be  denied  that  Spain  has 
ever  been  in  the  peaceable  passession  of  all  the 
countries  lying  to  the  westward  of  the  Mermen- 
to,  the  boundary  between  the  Spanish  dominions 
and  those  of  France,  in  that  quarter,  betnff  a  Hoe 
tunning  due  north  from  the  said  river  to  the  Rio 
Roxo  (Red  river)  between  the  Adaes  and  Natchi- 
toches, aad  thence  to  the  Missouri,  although  it 
was  not  exactly  determined  whether  it  was  to  as- 
cend until  that  river  emptied  into  the  Mississip- 
pL  or  to  some  Other  point  7  Has  the  Government 
of  Prance,  peradventure,  ever  taken  any  step  or 
contested  with  His  Catholic  Majesty's  Crown, 

?r  carried  her  pretensions  beyond  those  limits? 
s  it  not  universally  notorious  that  this  dividing 
fine  was  always  respected  by  both  nations ;  and 
that,  even  after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by 
the  United  States,  the  different  Governors  of 
Louisiana  Itnd  Texas,  with  a  view  (oT  avoid  dis- 
putes, came  to  an  agreement  to  consider  the  ter- 
ntory  between  the  Mermento  and  the  Sabine  As 
I  neutral,  and  that  it  should  remain  unsettled)  Is 
I  there  the  least  probability  that  the  United  Slates 
*  would  propose  such  an  arrangement  if  they  con- 
ceived tbemselres  to  be  the  ownersof  the  immense 
country  lytnff  between  that  river  and  the  Rio 
del  Norte?  I  cannot  but  think  yon  must  admit 
these  facts.  As  to  the  other  poinu  of  (he  fron- 
tlet separating  (he  possessions  of  both  JPowers, 
they  are  equally  well  known,  being  accurately 
determined  and  defined  in  solemn  treaties,  and 
parcieolarly  in  that  of  1795.  between  Spain  and 
The  United  States.  The  dividing  line  between 
the  dominions  of  the  two  Powers  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Mississippi  was  fixed  on  that  river  to  the 
northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  hititnde,  running  thence  due  east  to  the  mid- 
'Stream  of  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chatahoo- 
cbee;  thence  along  the  mid-stream  of  that  river 
to  its  junction  with  the  Flint;  thence  in  H  right 
line  to  the  head-waters  of  the  St.  Mary'^  river, 
aud  following  the  coarse  of  the  same  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean.  On  the  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
the  line  has  also  been  accurately  determined,  so 
as  to  prevent  its  ever  being  confoliuded  or  mis- 


understood. It  follows  the  course  of  the  M/ssif- 
sippi  to  the  Iberville,  running  througli  h,  and  rfie 
lakes  Maurepas,  Pontchartraiu,  and  Bome,  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  oppositioa  to  uecs  of 
such  notoriety,  unfounded  assertions  can  have  no 
weight.  The  offer  of  the  United  States,  made 
through  the  medium  of  the  French  Ckivemment, 
to  require  of  Spain  the  territory  lying  beiweea 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Perdido,  at  Che  time  tbe 
United  States  were  already  in  possession  of  Loa- 
isiana,  is  an  additional  proof  tending  to  demoa- 
strate  the  certainty  and  notoriety  or  the  bonni- 
arres  I  have  just  allnded  to.  And  the  French 
Government,  which  sold  Louisiana  to  the  Uni- 
ted Suites,  solemulv  declared  to  this  Government, 
in  a  note  addressed  to  Mr.  Monroe^  dated  the  2lst 
Deeetnher,  1804,  not  only  what  was  its  extent, 
but  that  it  hid  delivered  that  proriace  to  the 
United  States,  snoh  as  Spain  had  retroceded  it  to 
France ;  and  that,  so  far  fron  haring  sold  to  thk 
Republic  any  part  of  the  territory  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  known  and  possessed  by  K&giaad  aad 
by  Sptiin  under  the  name  of  West  Fiorida,  ffis 
Imperial  Majesty,  with  a  full  knowledge  o(  what 
belonged  to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  early  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  the  RefNibliCi  Mithohxed  Gca- 
erai  Boornonville,  his  Ambassador  at  Madrid,  to 
open  a  negotiation  with  Spain  for  the  parchase 
or  cession  of  the  Fioridas.  From  lehat  I  have 
just  pointed  oat,  as  well  as  from  what  I  have 
repeatedly  stated  in  the  course  of  nay  csorrespoadr 
ence,  it  evidently  follows  that  the  real  and  oa- 
qnestionable  sacrifice  was  that  made  by  His  Oath- 
olio  Majesty  in  favor  of  the  United  Scatask  ai 
expressed  in  the  above-mentioned  proposaL 

The  continued  persistanee  of  your  Gevemnent 
in  its  pretensions  to  all  the  territory  lymg  between 
the  Mermento  and  the  river  Bravo  del  Norte  is 
not  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  titles  of  property 
and  possession  whieh  establish  the  right  and  de> 
minion  of  Spain  therein,  when  the  Bnolish  colo- 
nies composing  the  Republic  of  the  United  Stttes 
were  not  yet  in  existence,  nor  the  Freneh  settle- 
ments, ^bich  serve  as  the  pretext  for  the  aiaac- 
inff  ixetenstoas  ef  y  on  r  Govern  men  L  For,  vhat 
titles  and  proofs  have  been  produced  to  justify 
them?  Tne  disastrous  expedition  of  M.  de  la 
Salle;  the  absurd  grant  in  lavor  of  Crozat;  and 
the  vrroneous  narratives  of  ttnvi^ew  Wfih  maps 
formed  at  pleasure,  by  uninformed  and  interested 
geographers — such  as  Melish  and  others — who 
ran  their  lines  as  they  were  dictated  to  them,  aad 
thus  disposed  of  the  dominions  of  Spain  as  soiced 
their  wishes.  When  did  La  Salle  enter  tbe  Rio 
Bravo,  and  take  possession  of  the  extensive  coun- 
tries between  it  and  the  Sabine?  Was  not  his 
expedition,  the  sole  object  of  which  was  ro  dis- 
cover the  mouths  of  the  Mississtopi,  lost  on  the 
coast  of  the  province  of  Texas?  Did  not  the 
Spanish  troops  immediately  advance  from  Mexico 
to  expel  these  adventurers  ?  What  establishment 
did  Frsnce,  or  anv  other  nstion,  ever  hold  oe  tbe 
Bravo  or  the  Colorado  ?  Tbe  graht  of  Looik 
XIY.,  no  less  contemptible  than  the  tales  and 
fables  of  the  missionary  Hennepin — will  it  pe^ 
chance  name  the  rlrer  Bravo^  the  C^oradoy  or 
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he  Colambial  It  oolf  OMkei  mtatioo  of  the 
iliasissippi,  or  river  of  St.  LoUls,  «nii  of  tk«  wa- 
erB  emptying  therttiD;  aad  if,  under  the  saoctioo 
f  that  grant,  it  were  allowable  to  iaclade,  with*' 
nt  rewrve,  all  the  lands  washed  by  those  waters, 
r  all  those  which  might  come  in  contact  with 
ken,  it  woald  peihape  be  no  difficult  naatier  to 
xlend  that  pretension  to  the  remotest  roeka  of 
^atagooia,  and  even  to  the  South  pole. 
I  have  demonsirated,  by  the  most  abuniiant 
vidence,  what  are  the  unquestionable  boundaries 
rhich  divide  the  Spanish  possessions  from  those 
f  this  Republic;  and  notwithstanding  nothing 
as  been  produced  by  the  United  States  to  estab- 
i»h  their  prete«aiooS|  and  thai  the  rights  of  Sjpein 
sve  hitherto  been  ackn4>wledged  and  notoriouSf 
ritbottt  any  Power  ever  having  disputed  the 
foperty  whieh  she  has,  and  always  has  had, 
ioce  the  sixteen tli  ceniury,  in  ihe  aforesaid  ter- 
itories,  tlie  Qovemment  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
S  aod  at  all  Limeehas  been,  ready  to  produce  the 
itles  and  doeivnents  ia  support  of  its  rights,  for 
be  greater  conviction  ana  satisfaction  of  your 
ik>verBmenl,  and  for  the  iropariial  comparisoa  of 
bem  with  tWa  whidli  may  be  presented  by  the 
Jnited  States.  You  k^r^  declined  these,  in  eour 
ifuence,  as  you  inform  me, of  the  order  you  have 
eoeived  from  the  Presidei^t,  which  only  requires 
^t  I  should  subscribe  to  what  be  has  befn 
leased  te  decide  on ;  aa^d,  in  case  I  do  not  agree 

I  this,  nothing  further  is  wished  tp.be  hearS  in 
apport  of  the  rights  of  Spain ;  aod  that  your 
iDverameut  retra^cis  the  proposals  it  has  made 
it  the  adjustment  of  the  question  of  boundarieiw 

II  consequence  of  so  peremptory  apd  eaiegoricai 
declaration,  and  of  pcoposaln  which  have  never 

eea  advan^sed  in  the  course  of  the  present  uego- 
iation,  uotil  your  letter  of  Slat  October  las)^  to 
rbicb  it  is  imp6sslble  I  should  yet  have  received 
n  answer  froai  my  Court,  I  had  no  other  alter- 
ative than  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
iy  Sovereign,  which  I  have  done  by  the  Sec- 
itai y  of  th»  Ijegatioa ;  and  it  will  ba  very  sat- 
(factory  to  me  to  learn  that  His  Majesty,  aai* 
laud  as  he  is  by  the  most  lively  desire  to  ter'- 
»nate  these  mattaca  amicahiy,  aod  on  being 
^formed  that  wa  are  a^rea^y  agreed  upon  all  the 
ther  poiatS)  ma]ff  io  bia  wisdon^,  find  means  lo 
oociiiate  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  atith 
be  interesu  and  digaiiy  of  hie  Crown,  to  ihe 
leunwhile,  it  ia  necessary  I  should  inform  you 
bat  aa  thf  propoaaU  made  tQ  ma  in  the  name  ef 
he.  Preaidcnt  are^  aa  you  aignifyi  n^  longer  oblig* 
itpry,  ia  like  menner  do  thoaa  cieaae  to  be  oblig- 
itory  which  I  have  aaada  to  you  by  the  ordar  of 
ny  Gtov^rmneet ;  aod  thai,  coasequentlv,  the 
igbtaol  the  Creiwai  of  Spain  are  eat^rcly  tree  aa 
0  whataoeaer  appeNaina  ifi  '^ 

1  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  ej4)ieseiiig  to 
you  my  inability  to  comprehend  upon  what 
{rounda  the  United  Sutea  decline  the  propoaal 
of  submitting  the  pending  differeaflei>  in  iheir 
leivai  state,  to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  one 
or  mere  fraendly  Peweia  in  irhom  the  United 
Staws  may  place  fi|ll  confidceee.  1  have  read 
with  the  gwataat  a^CAiioa  the  note  ttfrntpd  te 


l^  you,  and  I  candidly  confeaa  that  I  have  eon- 
tinned  in  the  aame  uncertainty.  When  two  na- 
tions cannot  meet  on  points  upon  which  they 
mny  disagree,  a  spirit  of  equity  and  the  Love  oif 
justice  require,  and  the  law  of  nations  points  oot^ 
a  recourse  to  the  arbitrament  of  an  imparliai 
third  party.  This  maxim,  so  deserving  of  re- 
spect, was  adopted  by  the  United  States  themv 
selves  on  the  occasion  of  their  acceptance  of  the 
mediation  of  Buasia  in  their  differences  with 
Great  Britain;  and  also  on  that  of  their  agree* 
meat  with  the  latter  Power  to  submit  to  arbitral 
meat  whatever  ditficuUies  might  arise  in  the  set^ 
tiement  of  their  boundaries.  A  similar  couraa 
has  been  adopted  b]r  all  nutions  under  aimtkr 
circumstances;  audi  in  fact,  what  mode  i9  theiUi 
when  two  nations  (or  two  ifldividnals  in  pariie- 
ular  cases)  cannot  agree  upon  a  certain  pointy 
each  one  conceiving  they  have  reasoaaod  justice 
on  their  side,  but  to  submit  the  question  to  ihe 
impartial  judgment  aed  decision  of  a  third  party, 
chosen  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  ?  Spain,  ood»> 
vinced  that  this  mode  was  tbe  fairast  and  moil 
expeditions,  waa  anxiooa  to  adopt  it,  with  all  the 
sincerity  and  good  faith  which  have  character* 
ixed  her ;  and  ia  the  event  of  its  not  being  adopt-? 
ed,  through  the  unalterable  oppoaition  of  yeer 
Gbvernment,  there  can  be  no  room  tor  appreliee- 
sion  or  regret  as  to  tbe  opinioq  which  wiU  be 
formed  by  the  impartial  world  on  this  point. 

In  reference  to  what  you  state  respeetiag  the 
transmission,  by  order  of  the  Preeident,  to  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  of  aU 
the  evidence  and  docuroenta  relative  to  the  eon-* 
duct  of  the  Qoveroor  of  Pensacola  and  the  Com^ 
roandant  of  St.  Marks,  with  instructions  to  laf 
them  before  His  Catholic  Migesty's  Qovern- 
ment;  and  the  demand,  in  cooaequenoe  of  the 
nature  of  the  facts  therein  exhibited,  of  the  ean« 
dign  punishment  of  those  eficers,  I  abotain  from 
offering  further  proofs  in  addition  to  tboee  I  have 
already  presented  of  the  good  conduct,  heneia- 
ble  proceeding,  and  suict  disahaf){e  of  duty,  oa 
ihe  part  of  those  individuals  acting  under  the 
authority  of  tbe  King,  my  master,  an4  in  cenfa» 
mity  with  tbe  existing  treaty  between  the  (mo 
natma,  aa  the  opportunity  will  be  afforded  ef  e»» 
aminiag  and  comparing  at  Madrid  the  evidaaee 
adduced  by  Mr.  Erviag  with  that  whi^h  ay dofi 
ernmeat  has  received,  or  may  reaaive,  fnam  ihe 


author i  lies  whose  duty  it  is  to  transmit  iL    i£ 

I  eemaariaae,  it  iahaeli 
appear  that  the  Ooveeooref  West  Florida  anil 


upon  such  examination  and  eemaariaae,itiBhael( 


his  oflkera  have  eondueiad  themselves  imprepar* 
ly,  I  am  eonfident  that  doe  panishment  wilt  be 
inflicted  on  them;  and  0^  on  the  other  hand,  the 
American  Qraeral  aad  his  offieera  should  be 
found  to  have  acted  ia  an  uajestifiable  manner* 
the  United  States  cannot  besiiate  to  proeaed 
agaioi«  them*  nor  to  indemaify  Spaie  for  the 
tosaea  and  injuries  susimined  in  coAsequenea  al 
the  aggresaioa  complained  of. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  Qeaeral  Jaok't 
son  in  the  iavasioo  of  Florida,  and  the  excesses 
eommiued  there  in  violation  oC  the  aoveretgnty! 
aod  dignity  of  a  friendly  ^mr,  aa  they  are  puht 
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lie  and  ootorioas,  and  sufficientljr  reprobated  by 
public  opioioD,  and  as  they  are  identified  with 
the  subieet  which  has  just  fcieen  referred  to,  I  like- 
wise abstain  from  answering  the  arguments  by 
which  you  have  endeavored  to  justify  that  officer 
in  the  note  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to.  What- 
ever may  be  the  causes  which,  in  the  view  of 
your  Government,  justified  the  war  against  the 
Beminoies.  you  cennot  fail  to  admit  how  improb- 
able it  is  that  those  miserable  Indians,  feeble,  and 
wholly  destitute  as  they  are,  could  have  pro- 
Toked  it.  In  the  letter  of  the  chief  Boleck  to  the 
Governor  of  St.  Aoffustine,  of  the  20ih  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  a  copy  of  which  1  bad  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  on  the  27th  March  last,  you  must 
have  remarked  that  he  speaks  of  assassinations, 
carrying  off  of  men  and  cattle,  uanrpations  of  his 
territory,  and  even  forging  of  treaties  for  the  ces- 
sion of  taods,  signed  or  marked  bv  the  namex  of 
persons  unknown  to  the  chiefs  or  the  Creek  na- 
tion, who,  he  adds,  are  alone  authorized  to  trans- 
fer the  general  property ;  of  all  which  he  accuses 
Cbe  Americans.  Besides,  the  friendship  and  good 
understanding  existing  between  the  two  nations, 
and  the  treaty  itself,  on  the  authority  of  which 
the  measures  of  General  Jackson  are  supported, 
decisively  required  that  any  complaints  which 
there  might  be  against  the  Indians  should  be  laid 
before  Hia  Majesty's  Government,  or  before  hi:* 
Minister  near  this  Hepublic,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  violent  measures;  as  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible that  those  excesses  could  be  restrained  by 
His  Majesty  so  long  as  he  remained  ignorant  of 
them,  and  was  only  informed  of  the  complaints 
of  the  continual  vezaiions  exercised  towards  the 
miserable  Indians  by  the  citixensof  this  Union. 

i  refrain  from  attempting  any  refutation  of 
your  remarks  on  the  admission,  by  the  Spanish 
Governor  of  Florida,  of  two  Efiglish  traders  into 
that  province,  without  orders  from  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  Government,  or  without  notifying  Gen- 
eral Jackson  thereof.  It  is  evident  that,  if  he  ad- 
mitted them  by  order  of  the  King's  Government, 
he  was  under  no  obligation  to  notify  the  Ameri- 
ean  General  of  it$  and  if  he  admitted  them  with* 
otit  the  necessary  order,  he  was  solely  responsible 
to  bis  Sovereign  for  his  conduct.  The  unques- 
tionable fact  is,  that  General  Jackson,  at  the  bead 
of  his  army,  fell  upon  Florida  as  a  haughty  in- 
vader and  conqueror,  regardless  of  the  Taws  of 
Immanity  and  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  put  to 
a  cruel  death  two  foreigners,  who  there  enjoyed 
the  protection  of  Spain,  and  an  asylum  which 
has  ever  been  held  sacred  by  all  civiHied  nations ; 
thereby  offering  an  unexaropl«*d  insult  to  the  sov- 
ereign tv  and  independence  of  Spain ;  trampling 
onder  foot  the  roost  solemn  compacts,  founded  on 
the  laws  of  nations ;  and  contemptuously  driving 
from  that  province  the  Spanish  commandants 
and  troopa  in  garrison  there.  Yuur  further  re* 
marks  on  the  restrictive  system  of  the  Spanish 
Government  are  not  strictly  conformably  to  the 
fact)  since  you  caniiot  be  ignorant  that  explora- 
tors,  travellers,  and  even  American  officers  with 
troo|)s,  have,  at  different  periods,  travetaed  the 
provineea  and  terriiorias  of  the  Crown  of  Sjiaia 


in  that  part  of  America ;  and  that  onlysach  per- 
sons have  been  arrested  as  have  been  foond  r/o- 
lating  the  laws  of  the  country,  or  aiding,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  banditti  and  rebels,  for  the 
purpose  of  subverting  good  order  and  public  Iran* 
quidity. 

Before  I  conclude  this  note.  I  have  to  state  that, 
if  the  project  of  the  definitive  adjustment  of  all 
the  differences  pending  between  the  two  Ckv- 
ernments,  which  1  presented  to  you  on  the  part 
of  mine,  also  included  the  claims  for  Aotericaa 
captures  made  by  the  French  on  the  coasts  of 
Spain,  or  carried  by  them  into  Spanish  ports,  and 
there  condemned  in  the  first  instance  Inr  French 
consuls,  it  was  a  sacrifice  agreed  to  by  Spain, 
with  a  view  to  terminate,  once  for  all,  these  on- 

S feasant  dispute,  and,  by  this  additional  proof  of 
er  condescension  and  generous  friendship  for 
the  United  States,  to  conciliate  a  correspondent 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  your  Government,  from 
a  respect  to  national  law  and  the  solemn  princi- 

eles  of  justice  and  equity,  as  it  regards  Spain, 
tut  this  sacrifice,  as  well  as  that  offered  by  me 
on  the  subject  of  boundaries  and  the  cession  of 
the  Floridas,  ceased  to  have  any  eflfect  or  force 
from  the  moment  your  €k>vemment  refused  to 
admit  the  said  project,  and,  conseooently.  His 
Catholic  Majesty  relinquishes  to  the  Uaited  States 
all  the  rights  they  may  have  to  claim  of  France 
for  the  said  prizes  condemned  by  her  eonsals  aad 
tribunals.  Whilst  that  nation  exists,  no  recourse 
can  in  equity  be  had  on  Spain  for  Indemnity  for 
those  spuliationa.  The  recourse  on  Spain  can  ia 
nowise  be  considered  but  as  secondary.  France, 
being  the  aggressor,  comes  under  the  oUigation 
as  a  principal.  It  was  she  who  derived  the  ben- 
•  fit  ot  those  prixes,  and  on  her  devolves  the  re- 
spunsibility  for  their  amount;  and  Spain  baa 
only  become  accountable  in  this  concern  as  the 
security  or  caution  of  France,  la  coaformiiy 
with  this  principle,  an  opinion  has  been  given  by 
three  of  the  most  eminent  advocates  of  this  coun* 
try,  who  were  consulted  on  the  sobject.  It  is 
also  in  strict  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
natural  law,  and  the  venerable  canons  of  coamott 
justice.  It  is  in  vain  that  reference  ia  had  to  the 
letter  of  the  existiiig  treaty  to  suppose  and  insist 
on  the  contrary.  That  treaty  caa  oever  receive 
an  interpretation  contradictory  of  those  principles 
and  the  dictates  of  human  reason. 

The  obligation  of  Spain  cannot  extcad  harder 
than  to  claiming  of  France^  in  behalf  of  the  Ooi* 
ted  States,  add  employiog  her  best  endeavors  to 
obtain  for  them  a  settlement  and  aattsfaciioa 
from  that  nation ;  which,  however,  is  to  be  nader- 
stood  only  in  case  the  United  Statea  have  not 
already  been  tndemoified  by  France,  as  has  6eea 
repeatedly  declared  b)^the  French  Qoverameot, 
or  may  have  adjusted  or  abandoned  that  right  by 
the  treaty  of  1800,  and  in  subsequent  conreations^ 
as  I  have  been  it  stated  in  several  puUic  writioga 
in  this  country. 

Until  I  receive  freah  orders,  it  ia  my  dnty  to 
insist  on  the  adoption  of  such  measures  by  your 
Government  as  will  proinptly  and  effectually  pot 
a  atop  to  the  piraeita  whieh|  for  a  aeriea^  of  yean 
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hare  been  carried  on  la  rartoas  parts  of  this 
Uoion  afraiost  the  commerce  of  Spain.  This 
system  of  plaoder  has  been  carried  to  a  height 
Doexaropled  in  history;  and  the  clamors  of  the 
reflecting  |Nirt  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
denounce  it  to  the  whole  world  as  a  public 
calamity. 

As  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
conrention  of  1809, 1  am  ready  to  proceed  to  ex- 
ecute it  with  you,  whenever  you  will  be  pleased 
to  name  a  tim^for  that  purpose. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  renew  to  you  the  assu- 
rance of  my  dittioguishcd  consideration,  and  I 
pray  God,  d;c.  LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


Dm  X«tj  de  Onis  to  tke  Secntary  tf  State. 
WASHtiroToif,  January  11, 1819. 

SiB :  I  hare  just  receired  a  courier  extraordi- 
Darv  of  my  GoTernmeat;  and,  bv  the  despatches 
he  has  brought  me,  I  am  authorized  by  His  Ma- 
iesty  to  give  a  greater  extent  to  the  proposals 
irhich  I  made  to  you  for  adjusting  and  terminat- 
ing amicably  all  the  subjects  in  dnpute  between 
he  two  Powers. 

As  the  great  difficulty  which  has  hitherto  op- 
)09ed  this  desirable  arrangement  is  the  exact  de- 
narcation  of  the  line  which  divides,  or  should 
livide,  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
rom  the  territory  of  the  United  States  westward 
f  the  Mi.«sissippi,  and  as  you  were  pleased  to 
tate  to  me,  in  your  note  of  the  30th  September 
ast,  that  the  principal  motive  which  induced  the 
'resident  to  withdraw  the  proposals  which  you 
tad  made  to  me  by  his  direction,  was  the  want 
if  instructions  authorizing  me  to  extend  the 
)oundary  line  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  have  the 
lonor  to  inform  you  that  His  Majestv,  although 
hen  unacquainteil  with  the  proposals  made  by 
rou  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  SUt  October,  witn 
I  riew  to  give  an  eminent  proof  of  his  sincere  and 
fenerous  friendship  for  this  Republic,  has  been 
)leased  to  authorize  me  to  settle  this  point  and 
itbers  embraced  by  former  proposals.  If  the 
President  should  agree  to  your  entering  into  an 
imicable  arrangement  of  them,  and  also  to  modify 
m  his  part  the  proposals  vou  have  made  to  me.  I 
lo  not  duubt  that,  either  by  correspondence  or  in 
tonference,  we  may  speedily  attain  the  desired 
ibject — the  termination  of  this  interesting  affair. 
:  flatter  myself  that  the  President,  as  well  as  the 
irhole  American  people,  cannot  but  fail  to  ac- 
mowledge,  in  this  disposition  of  His  Majesty, 
[before  he  had  a  koowledgrof  the  exorbitant  nre- 
enstons  of  jrour  Government.)  the  ffood  faith 
md  generosity  of  bis  proceeding,  and  to  adroit 
;hat  a  mea>ure  at  once  so  frank  and  so  decided 
slaims  a  correspondent  feeling  on  the  part  of  this 
Republic  ;  the  maintenance  of  perfect  amity  and 
^ood  correspondence  between  the  two  Powers  be- 
ing obviously  calculated  to  promote  the  best  inter- 
ests  uf  both. 

In  the  expectation  of  beinff  soon  favored  with 
the  decision  of  the  President,  I  beg  leave  to  renew 
to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  respect;  and  1 
pray  Gad  to  preserve  you  many  years. 


Dan  LuU  d§  Onii  to  ike  Secretary  of  State. 

Wasbington,  January  16, 1819. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  wish  expressed  by 
you  yesterday,  in  the  interview  to  which  you 
were  pleased  to  invite  me,  that  I  would  state  the 
proposals  for  which  I  am  authorized  by  the  fresh 
instructions  I  have  received  by  a  special  messen- 
ger from  mv  Government,  and  relying  on  your 
assurances  tnat,  notwithstanding  the  proposals  yon 
had  made  to  me,  the  President  would  take  those 
into  consideration  which  I  might  make  anew  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  amicably  all  pending  dif- 
ferences, I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  to  vou  those 
which  I  made  in  my  note  of  the  16th  or  Novem- 
ber last,  and  to  add  thereto  that  His  Majesty  will 
agree  that  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
States  shall  extend  from  the  source  of  the  Mis- 
souri, westward,  to  the  Columbia  river,  and  along 
the  middle  thereof  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  If  this 
basis  should  be  accepted  by  the  President,  (aa  I 
trust  it  will,  inasmuch  as  it  presents  the  meaoa 
of  realizing  his  great  plan  of  extending  a  naviga- 
tion from  the  Pacific  to  the  remotest  points  of 
the  Northern  States  and  of  the  ocean,  and  of  en- 
larging the  dominions  of  the  Republic  by  the 
acquisition  of  both  the  Fioridas,)  I  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  agreeing  to  an  arrangement  honora- 
ble and  satisfactory  to  both  nations,  upon  the 
point  oil  which  we  difier,  relating  to  the  indem- 
nity claimed  for  the  injuries  resulting  from  the 
occupation  of  the  territories  of  the  King  by  the 
forces  of  this  Union. 

I  conceive  that  you,  as  well  as  the  President 
and  the  whole  American  people,  cannot  but  see, 
in  this  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  conciliation  by 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  actuated,  a  certain 
pledge  of  his  desire  to  strengthen  and  cement  the 
ties  of  friendship  with  this  Republic;  and  I  trust 
that  the  answer  of  the  President  will  correspond 
with  the  sacrifices  made  by  His  Majesty,  as  well 
with  a  view  to  the  prompt  satisfaction  of  the  cit« 
izens  of  the  United  Sutes  for  whatever  injuries 
they  may  have  sustained,  as  to  the  complete  re- 
moval of  every  cause  of  future  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  But  if,  contrary  to  mv 
expectations,  this  should  not  be  the  case,  I  shaU 
feel  a  sincere  regret  in  seeinj^  this  desirable  ar- 
rangement protracted  until  Hts  Migesty,  on  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  extraordinary  preteo- 
aions  of  your  Government  by  the  despatches  of 
which  Don  Luis  Noeli,  the  secretary  of  this  lega- 
tion, was  the  bearer,  may  transmit  to  me  suoh 
orders  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration,  and  1  pray  God  to  preservf 
you  many  years. 

LUIS  VK  ONiai. 


7Xe  Secretary  of  State  to  Don  huiade  OmU. 
Departmbnt  of  Statb, 

WoMhington^  January  29, 1819. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  has  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  whose  directions  I  have 
the  honor  of  informing  f  on  that  the  proposal  to 
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draw  the  western  boundary  Une  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  territories  on  this 
contiDeoC,  from  the  soarce  of  the^  Missouri  to  the 
Colombia  river,  cannot  be  admitted.  I  bare  to 
add,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  an  immediate  ar- 
rangement of  affairs  with  Spain,  this  Government 
repeats  the  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  to  you 
Ofthe  3]8t  October  last;*  and  if  you  are  not  au- 
thorized to  a^ree  to  it,  we  are  willing  to  adjust 
the  other  subjects  of  difference,  leaving  that  to 
be  settled  hereafter.  But  if  your  powers  are  in- 
competent to  accept  either  of  these  offers,  the 
President  thinks  it  useless  to  pursue  the  discus- 
sion any  further  of  subjects  upon  which  there 
can  be  no  hope  entertained  of  concluding  an 
agreement  between  us. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis* 
tinguished  consideration, 

JOHN  CIUINCY  ADAMS. 


Hon  Luii  de  Onit  io  ike  Smtiot}^  of  StaU. 
WASHiiiarroii,  Ftbmary  1, 1619. 

Sfs:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  ^th 
January,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  state  to  mcL 
that,  having  laid  before  the  President  my  note  of 
the  16th,  he  has  directed  you  to  inform  me  that 
my  proposal  to  fix  the  boundary  between  the  two 
States,  oy  a  line  from  the  source  of  the  river  Mis- 
souri to  the  Columbia,  and  along  the  course  of 
the  latter  to  the  Pacific,  is  inadmissiUe ;  but  that, 
with  a  view  to  an  immediate  arrangement  of  af- 
fairs with  Spain,  you  repeat  to  me  the  proposal 
contained  in  your  note  of  the  31st  October  last, 
and  add,  that,  if  I  am  not  anthoHzed  to  agree  to 
it,  we  may  adjust  the  other  subjects  of  difference, 
leaving  that  to  be  settled  hereafcer. 

My  powers  authorize  me  to  adjust  all  such  dif- 
ferences as  His  Majesty  was  apprized  of  at  the 
date  of  my  last  despatches,  which  are  the  ith  No- 
vember. The  proposal  referred  to  by  you  is  of 
the  31  St  October  preceding,  and  in  all  probability 
no  answer  to  it  can  be  expected  before  the  middle 
or  end  of  March.  Taking  into  consideration, 
however,  on  the  one  hand,  the  earnest  desire  of 
Bis  Catholte  Majesty  to  terminate  these  matters 
before  the  rising  of  Congress,  and  thereby  to  avoid 
a  further  delay  of  a.  twelvemonth  in  settling  the 
iademaities  claimed  by  citizens  ofthe  Union,  and, 
on  the  Qtheri  the  probable  anxiety  of  your  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  into  ezeentton  the  establish- 
ipents  contemplated  in  the  Floridas,  I  am  prepf- 
Md  to  take  upon  myself  the  definitive  settlement 
of  the  ])oints  in  controversy,  provided  the  Presi*' 
dent,  animated  by  correspondent  feelings,  is  wil- 
ling to  modify  the  proposals  made  to  me,  so  as  m 
reader  them  consistent  and  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  both  Powers. 

I  have  proved  to  ye«,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
maQ»eir>thatnttoh«r  ibi  Re^rivar^Na^bitoches 
nor  the  Columbia,  ever  formed  the  boundary  of 
Louisiana  ^  but,  as  you  have  intimated  to  me  that 
it  is  useless  to  pursue  the  discussion  any  further, 
I  acquiesce  with  you  therein  \  and  I  agree  that, 

*  Conununicated  to  Congress,  lith  December,  18I8« 


keeping  out  of  view  the  rights  which  ekiierPow 
er  may  have  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  «e  should 
confine  ourselves  to  the  settlemjent  of  thoie points 
which  may  be  for  the  mutual  interest  and  conve- 
nience of  DOth. 

Upon  this  view,  therefore,  of  the  subject,  an4 
considering  that  the  motive  for  declining  to  a4- 
mit  mv  proposal  of  extending  the  boundary  line 
from  the  Missouri  to  the  Columbia*  andalon^  that 
river  to  the  Pacific,  appears  to  be  the  with  of  the 
President  to  include  within  the  tlmi^  ofthe  Unioa 
all  the  brsnches  and  rivers  emptying  into  the  said 
river  Columbia,  1  will  adapt  my  proposals  on  this 
point!  sp  as  fully  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  the 
United  States,  without  losing  sight  of  the  essen- 
tial object,  namely,  that  the  boundary  liae  shall, 
as  fat  as  ppssiUe,  he  nalaml  and  doariy  icfined, 
and  leave  eIo  roooafordij^ta  to  the  inhabitants 
on  either  side. 

Having  thus  declared  to  you  mj  readiness  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  United  States  in  the  essen- 
tial point  of  their  demand,  I  have  to  state  to  jou 
that  HisMaiesiy  is  unable  to  agree  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Red  river  to  its  source,  as  proposed  by 
Sou.  This  river  rises  within  a  few  leagues  of 
iant^  Fe,  the  capital  of  New  Mexico ;  and  as  I 
flatter  myself  the  United  States  have  no  hoscUe 
intentions  towards  Spain,  at  the  moment  we  are 
using  1^11  our  eflbrts  to  strengthen  the  existing 
friendship  between  the  two  nations,  it  oaust  be  ia- 
different  to  them  to  accept  the  Arkansas  instead 
of  the  Red  river  as  the  boundary.  This  opinioa 
is  suengtheoed  by  the  well-kuown  fact,  that  the 
intermediate  space  between  those  two  rivers  is  se 
much  impregnated  with  nitre  as  scarcely  to  be 
8U>ceptible  ofimprovement. 

In  consideration  of  these  obvioiu  reasons^  I 
propose  to  you^  that,  drawing  the  boundary  lina 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  the  river  Sabine, 
as  laid  dowq  by  you,  it  shall  follow  the  course  of 
that  river  to.  ibs  source  \  thence,  by  the  ninety 
fourth  degree  of  longitude,  to  the  Rcsd  river  of 
Natchitoches,  and  alouj;  the  same  to  the  ninety- 
fifth  degree;  and  crossing  it  at  that  point,  u»  run 
by  a  line  due  north  to  the  Arkansas,  and  siung 
it  to  its  source ;  thence,  by  a  line  due  west,  tiu 
it  strikes  the  source  of  the  river  San  Clemen te, 
or  Multnomah, .in  latitude  41%  and  along  that 
river  to  the  Pacific  ocean  \  the  whole  agreeably 
to  Melish's  map. 

In  c^e  this  bi|sis,  wl^ic.h  not  only  appraxir 
mates  your  proposals,  but  fulfils^  in  every  essen- 
tial point,  thje  wishes  you  have  stated  to  me.  be 
admitted  by  the  President,  His  Majesty,  witn  § 
view  to  give  tbf  United  Stages  a  more  convin- 
cing proof  of  hts  generosity,  and  his  desire  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  amity  with  this  Repuhr 
lie,  eonsents  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  indemait  j 
for  the  injuries  sustained  by  his  treasury  ia  cour 
sequence  of  the  invasion  of  the  Floridaa,  re- 
serving only  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  their 
right  to  what  may  appear  to  be  justly  due  to 
them  for  their  losses  by  that  evenL 

It  is  understood  that  the  aonvention  of  1802| 
laitely  ratified,  is  annulled  as  far  as  it  relates  19 
the  indemnity  for  injuries  and  losses  ciaiaaed  by 
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the  Ui»it«<f  9tlit%9  Of  iheif  eithr^tdf  8p%iis ;  io- 
asAtieh  tts  fdn  tfompenatttion  fbf  fh^  smtae  Is  to 
be  made  to  them  ffom  the  ^ales  of  the  laodt  in 
the  two  Floyidts.  affrd  of  the  immmne  po's(i#9- 
rioii5we§twtrdof  the  Miesissippi.  c^ded  by  Hift 
Majesty  in  Tiitiie  of  chat  treaty ;  aod  that  the 
United  Stales,  actoated  by  the  most  sioeere  de* 
sire  to  I'eittote  erety  ea«e  of  differeiic^  between 
the  two  iMtfMe  Ib  fotttre,  will  take  into  eoasid- 
eratiba  the  necessity  of  est^bliibiD^  aach  regit- 
latioDs  asj  jd  their  wisd6tDj  they  may  deem  most 
expedient  to  pret^ot  the  eya^ion  of  the  laws  di 
the  Reptifalle,  to  the  i«ijwy  of  the  commerce  of 
the stibjectsof  His Catbtflie  Majesty. 

I  renew  to  yoti,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 
Hngfoished  censfderfttionj  attd  1  i^ray  Qod  to  pre- 
jerre  you  mfuny  yenw. 

L0I8  DE  ONf&r. 

Hon.  JoBN  Ct  Adajib, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Trojti  of  an  article  daeribxrif  {he  watemhouniary, 
communicated  to  Don  Lui$  de  OnU  by  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State^  February  6, 1919, 

ABTiCLAr^It  is  agreed  tb«i  the  western  bewMl- 
»ry  betweeft  the  Ualted  Staiev  and  ^^  territo- 
ies  of  Spain  sMi  be  as  foUow^ :  Beg ionins  u 
be  moQta  of  ibe  viTet  Sabine,  on  tbe.GKilf  of 
dezico;  foilowinff  the  coarse  of  said  rifec  to 
be  thitty-aeeood  degree  of  iatimde.  tbe  «aatiern 
tank  and  all  tbe  Minds  in  ih^  liver  to  belong  to 
be  United  Sftuee,  and  the  western  bank  to  8pain  j 
benoe,  dne  nottbf  to  tbe  northernmost  pari  of 
he  tbirt|*third  degree  of  north  latuode,  and 
loiil  it  atrikea  the  Rio  Roxo,  or  Bed  rii^r; 
hence,  foUowiog  tbe  course  of  aaid  river,  te  ibe 
lorthernmost  point  of  the  'bend,  between  longb- 
odt  101  and  Tm  d^ees ;  ibence,  b^  cbe  short- 
tst  line,  to  the  sontnerjiiDost  poi#t  of  tbe  bind  of 
be  river  Arkaasaa.  between  tbe  same  ^e^rees  of 
wigitode  101  nnd  102;  tbenoe,  fnllowiieg  tbe 
ionrse  of  tb^e  river  Aikansas,  to  ks«  sonree,  in 
atitude  41  degrees  nortb  ;  thencie,  foUowing  tbe 
ame  paiaUei  of  kclitilde  41  degceei,  t«^the  Sontb 
ea.  Tbe  tKirUMrn  banks  and  aU  tbe  iaiaads  in 
he  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers,  on  tbe  said 
onndi^y  line,  co  baking  xo^  ibe  United  ftl4tes, 
,nd  their  southern  banks  to  Spain ;  Uie  wboie 
ffiag  as  bud  d«w»  in  BMaiVi  mHp  of  Uie  Qni^ 
ed  States,  pobiiiked  at  PkilniMpbia,  fto^^nfed 
0  tbe  1st  of  Jannaif ,  1818»  Bat,  if  tbe  source 
i  tbe  AHtansna  direr  sbonld  fall  sovcb  ei  nortb 
if  latitude  41  degrees,  tben  tbe  Une  from  tbe 
aid  source  abnil  ^iiii  due  noMb  or  loutb,  as  tbe 
:ase  may  be,  till  il  meels  tbe  said  parallel  of  ktif* 
ade.  and  thcaee^  as* aforesaid^  in  tbe  South  lea. 
^ad  it  is  fortber  agreed  (bat  no  Spnniab  8ettle<* 
sent  shnil  be  aMdeon  aoy  pnri  ef  tbe  said  Red 
V  Arkansas  liv^ra,  nor  on  any  of  tbe  waters 
S<)wiag  iaco  the  same,  nov  any  east  of  the  chain 
)f  Snow  mooouins  between  the  latltodea  81 
and  41  d^rees,  iaelttsiveiy ;  and  that  the  nuvi* 
^k>u  of  said  nvers  shall  belong  exclusively  to 
^be  United  Statea  forevev. 
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Pf^tt  ef  a  treaty  deHvertd  by  Don  Luie  de  (Ms  fo 
the  SeerOary  of  State,  February  %  1819. 

[Tmnslstion  sent  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis.] 

His  Catholic  Mnjeaty  and  tbe  United  Stdtaa 
of  America,  deaiting  to  ceneolidaM,  aa-a  permap 
nent  banis,  tbe  friendship  and  good  correspond* 
ea€e  which  happily  prevail  Mtwebo  tbe  two 
parties^  have  determined  to  settle  and  terminate 
ail  their  differeaees  and  |>retenBions  by  a  trealyi 
which  shall  desigaate  with  precision  tbe  linila 
of  the  one  and  dae  ether,  ibe  settleiiRnt  wheredf 
will  be  productive  of  g^eral  advaatage  and  f^ 
eiiNweai  a tiiity  to  haih  nations. 

Wiib  tbib  itttention,  His  Catbdic  Majesty  baa 
appointed  tbe  mosr  excellent  Don  Lois  de  Oak 
Qeaaales  y  Vara,  Lord  of  tbe  town  of  Rayacea, 
perpetual  rt^idor  of  the  coiparation  of  tbe  cttv 
of  Satamaaoa,  knight  grand  cross  of  thb  royja 
Amefinan  order  of  Isawlla  the  Catholk,  decoiw 
ated  with  the  lya  of  La  Vendbe,  knight-pensioner 
of  the  royal  and  distinguiiabed  Spanivh  order  of 
Qharlas  tbe  Third,  member  of  tbe  supreme  at* 
sembly  of  the  aaid  royal  order,  of  tbe  ceaacil  bf 
Hia  Catholic  Majeaty,  bis  secretary,  with  exeiy 
else  of  decrees,  and  bis  Savoy  Bitraordinary  and 
ACiaisler  Plenipoauiiiary  near  tbe  United  States 
of  AcMrica;  and  cbe  Fresideat  of  iJie  United 
States,  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  their  fiiea» 
aiie,bas  appointed  Mr.  John  ftuiacy  Addaia,.8ec* 
reaary  of  State  of  tbe  Uaiied  States.  And  tha 
PleaippieAtsaries,  after  having  eichanged  their 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  concluded  tbe  M^ 
lofwing  artidea : 

ABTtoi«B  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  iaria^ 
labia  |*eace  and  siacere  friendabip  between  Hit 
Catholie  Majeaty,  his  sttcoeasots  and  sabjeees, 
and  the  United  Smcqs  aad  their  oitiaeas,  wit  beat 
exception  of  persana  or  pbcek 

AaT.  Z,  His  Gatboltc  Majesty,  deairtng  to  give 
a  dbitinguished  proof  of  bis  mendship  to  the 
United  Suuea,  cedes  to  them,  in  fall  property 
and  sovereignty,  all  -the  territories  which  beftoag 
to  him,  situated  to  tbe  easiwtrd  of  the  Misaia* 
sippi,  known  by  tha  names  of  fiast  and  Wesi 
Florida,  such  as  they  were  ceded  to  him  by  GbaaC 
Briuin  in  1783,  and  with  cbelinteaby  which  tbdy 
are  designated  in  the  treaty  df  limits  indnivi- 

Sition  caooloded  between  Spain  and  th6  Untied 
tates  on  the  27th  October,  17d6. 

Aa9«  3.  The  adjaoent  islands  dependent  ma 
faid  provinces,  places,  public  sqaarM^  publie  edit 
fioes,  fortificatioas,  barraoki,  aad  other  baildiadas 
which  are  not  tbe  property  of  sooae  private  indi* 
vidual,  archives  and  doeumenta  Which  relate 
direoUy  to  the  property,  and  sovereignty  of  said 
proviacea,  are  included  in  this  Artible^ 

Art.  4.  That  at  nQ  time  whatever  there  mat 
be  any  dispute  or  mistake  in  tha  boundanes  which 
shall  separate  in  future  the  territories  of  His 
Catholic  Msjesty  and  those  of  the  United  States 
to  the  westward  of  the  Misvissippii  the  two  high 
ooatractiog  parties  have  agreed  to  fix  them  in 
tbe  followmg  manner :  The  boundary  line  ba<* 
tween  the  two  countries  shall  b^in  on  the  Oulf 
of.  Mexico,  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  river  Sabiae,  in 
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the  sea ;  coDtinuiog  north,  along  the  middle  of 
that  ri?er,  to  the  thirty-seeond  degree  of  latitude ; 
thence,  by  a  line  due  north,  to  the  thirty-third 
degree  of  latitude,  where  it  strikes  the  Rio  Roxo 
of  Natchitoches,  (Red  river,)  following  the  course 
^  the  Rio  Roxo,  to  the  westward,  to  the  hun- 
dredth degree  of  longitude,  and  thirlythree  and 
one*fourth  degree  of  latitude,  where  it  crosses  that 
rifer;  thence,  by  a  line  due  north,  by  the  said 
one  hundredth  degree  of  lon^tude  from  London, 
aeeording  to  Melish's  map,  till  it  enters  the  rifer 
Arkansas ;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  the  Ar* 
kansas,  to  the  forty^seeoad  degree  of  latitude ; 
thence,  a  line  shall  be  drawn  to  the  westward, 
by  the' same  parallel  of  latitude^  to  the  source  or 
the  river  8an  Clemente,  or  Multnomah,  follow- 
ing the  coarse  of  that  river  to  the  forty-third  de- 
gree of  latitude;  and  thence,  by  a  line  doe  west, 
to  the  Paciic  ocean.  All  the  countrr  belonging 
to  His  Catholic  Majetty,  included  in  the  said 
line  to  the  eastward.  His  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
United  Sutes,  in  full  nroperty  and  sovereignty, 
forever  $  as  also  the  islands  in  the  rivers  Sabine, 
Red  river  of  Natchitoches,  Arkansas,  and  Mult- 
nomah, that  may  be  situated  within  the  limits 
which  are  here  pointed  ont:  both  parties  to 
maintain  the  navisration  of  all  of  them  free  as 
respects  the  paru  thereof  which  constitnte  their 
frontiecB. 

Abt.  5.  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision, 
and  to  place  the  landmarks  which  shall  desig- 
nate exactly  the  limiu  of  both  nations,  each  of 
the  oootractiog  parties  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet  before  the 
termination  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
mtification  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on 
the  Red  river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the 
said  line  in  conformity  to  what  is  above  agreed 
upon  and  stipulated;  they  shall  make  out  pisns 
and  keep  joornals  of  their  proceed iogs,  and  the 
result  agreed  upon  by  them  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein.  The  two 
Governmenu  will  amicably  agree  respecting  the 
necessary  articles  to  be  furnished  to  these  per^ 
aons,  and  also  as  to  their  respective  escorts, 
should  such  be  deemed  necessary. 

Art.  6.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territo- 
ries shall  be  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  withoat  any  restriction ;  and  all  those 
who  may  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  do- 
minions shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their 
effecu  at  any  time  whatever,  without  being  sub* 
ject  in  either  case  to  duties. 

AnT.  7.  The  inhabitants  of  the  two  provinces 
aforesaid,  and  those  in  all  the  territori«;s  which 
His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
by  this  treaty,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  agreea- 
bly to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  admitted  to  the  eojojrmeot  of  all  the  privi- 
l^cs,  rights,  and  immunities  of  the  other  States. 
Abt.  8.  The  territories  of  the  two  Floridas, 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  which  is  to  be 
made  of  tbem  to  the  United  States,  should  be 
occupied  by  the  troops  or  authorities  of  the  Re- 


'  public,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  oamaiiastonefs 
which  His  Catholic  Majesty  or  the  Capnua  den- 
eral  of  the  Havana  may  send  for  that  noipofie;. 
in  order  that  the  said  territories  may  beAeliveced 
up  in  a  regular  manner  to  the  commimioaeci  or 
officers  appointed  by  the  United  States  to  le- 
ceive  them. 

Abt.  9.  All  the  grants  of  lands  made  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  or  by  his  legiunaatc  authori- 
ties, in  the  aforesaid  territories  of  the  two  Fior- 
idas,  and  others  which  His  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  confirmed  asd  acknowl- 
edged as  valid,  excepting  those  macs  whick 
mav  have  been  made  aAer  the  S4tE  of  Jaanary 
of  last  year,  the  date  that  the  firat  proposals  were 
made  for  the  cession  of  these  provinces,  which 
shall  be  held  null,  in  consideration  of  the  grant- 
ees not  having  complied  with  the  conditions  of 
the  cession. 

Abt.  10.  The  two  contracting  parties,  anima- 
ted by  the  most  sincere  desire  of  eonciliatieo, 
and  with  a  view  of  eradicating  all  the  dissen- 
sions which  have  existed  between  thena,  and  to 
secure  that  good  harmony  which  they  desiic 
perpetually  to  maintain  with  each  other,  recip- 
rocally renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or  iaje- 
ries  which  they  themselves,  as  well  as  their  re- 
spective subjects  and  eitiBeaa,  may  have  anfoed 
until  the  time  of  signing  this  treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend— 

1.  To  alt  the  injuries  mentioned  to  the  con- 
vention of  the  11th  August,  18Q8. 

S.  To  all  claims  of  prises  made  by  French 
privateers,  and  condemned  by  French  Coasvis, 
within  the  territory  and  jnriadictioe  of  Spaio. 

8.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  accoont  of 
the  suspension  of  the  right  of  dcpoeiie  at  New 
Orleans. 

4.  And  to  all  the  claims  of  citixeasof  the  Uai- 
ted  States  upon  the  Qovernment  of  Spain,  in 
which  the  interposition  of  the  Govemmeac  of 
the  United  States  nsay  have  been  solicited  before 
the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  since  the-  dale  of  the 
convention  of  1808,  and  which  ma^  have  been 
made  to  the  Department  of  8mte  of  thie  Repn!^ 
lie,  or  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  Sutes  ia 
Spain. 

The  rennnciation  of  Hia  Catholic  Majesty 
exiead^^ 

1.  To  all  the  injoriea  mentfoned  in  checon- 
veniioa  of  the  11th  August,  1808. 

8.  To  the  sums  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 
advanced  for  the  return  of  Captain  Pike  frona 
the  Provincias  Internas. 

3.  To  all  injuries  caused  by  the  ezpediikm  of 
Miranda,  fitted  out  and  equipped  at  New  York, 

4.  To  the  revenue  collected  hy  the  United 
States  in  the  territories  of  Florida  tbat  have 
been  occupied  by  their  troops,  aad  to  the  indem- 
nities which  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  entitled  m 
for  the  injuries  caused  to  his  Royal  Crowa  by 
those  invasions. 

Finally,  to  all  claims  of  sobjeetaof  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  upon  the  Government  of  the  Unite! 
Sutes,  in  which  the  interpositioa  of  Hia  Catholk 
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Majesty's  Ghiferaoiwt  has  been  aoliciled  before 
ihe  date  of  this  treaty,  and  sijiee  the  date  of  the 
:ooveDtioD  of  1802,  or  which  may  have  been 
made  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afikirs  of 
His  Majesty,  or  to  his  Minister  in  the  United 
States. 

Art.  1L  The  convention  entered  into  between 
ibe  two  Gfovernments  on  the  IXth  Augost,  1803, 
ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the 
31at  December,  1818,  is  annalled  in  that  part 
which  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  iniaries 
which  the  United  States  and  their  citizens  claim ; 
it  being  agreed  between  the  two  high  contract- 
ing parties  that  these  injuries  shall  be  paid  in- 
legrally  by  the  United  States  from  the  ^oceeds 
)f  the  poblic  or  crown  lands  of  the  two  Floridas 
md  .  otner  territories  ceded  by  His  Majestj^  in 
bis  treat V  ;  so  that  both  Governmeats  consider 
ill  their  claiims,  and  those  of  their  subjects  and 
ntizens.  as  cancelled  from  this  date,  excepting 
:hose  claims  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  have  against  Spanish  individuals,  or 
vhich  the  latter  may  have  upoa  the  citizens  of 
bis  Republic. 

Art.  12.  The  treaty  of  limiu  and  navigation 
>f  1795  remains  confirmed  in  all  and  each  one  of 
u  articles,  excepting  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
weoiy-first,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  twenty* 
»ecoDa  article,  which,  having  been  altered  by  this 
reaty ,  are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  same 
reaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  of 
L795,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  flag  snail 
cover  the  propertv^the  two  high  contracting  par- 
lies Bgree  that  this  may  be  so  understood  with 
espect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  this  prin- 
!tple  ;  but,  if  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ies shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and  the 
tther  neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover 
he  property  of  enemies  whose  Qovernment  ac- 
Lnowleage  this  principle,  and  not  of  others. 

Art.  13.  In  order  to  avoid  frauds,  and  the 
^reat  evils  which  arise  from  concealii^  the  des- 
toation  of  vessels  by  clearing  out,  in  general 
erms,  for  the  West  Indies,  Spanish  main,  £u- 
ope,  dbc.,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  have 
greed  that,  in  future^  all  merchant  vessels  be- 
>Dglng  to  their  respective  subjects  or  citizens 
[lall  be  cleared  oat  for  a  special  port,  either  at 
bei'r  respective  custom-houses  or  in  those  of 
ther  Powers,  from  whose  ports  said  vessels  may 
lepart  in  continuation  of  their  primitive  voyage. 
»r  in  case  they  should  undertake  a  new  one ;  and 
be  merchant  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  nations 
baty  in  violation  of  their  clearances,  should  enter 
nber  ports,  without  justifying  the  motives  which 
oduced  them  to  it,  or  should  be  met  with  on  the 
ligh  seas  by  their  vessels  of  war  or  privateers 
beared  out  in  violation  of  this  article,  shall  be 
ieiained.  proceeded  against,  and,  upon  convic- 
ioD,  forfeited. 

Abt.14.  In  case  there  shall  be  just  cause  to 
iuspect  the  character  of  the  vessels,  or  which 
>hould  not  be  cleared  out  for  a  specified  port,  as 
Is  stipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  or  that  the 
sargo  belongs  to  enemiea  of  either  of  the  coa- 


tracting  parties  whose  Gbveroments  do  not  r^ 
cognise  tne  principle  that  the  flag  covers  the 
property,  or  which  shall  consist  of  articles  eon* 
traband  of  war,  such  vessels  may  be  detained 
and  sent  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  port 
to  which  the  ship  of  war  or  privateer  that  may 
have  detained  such  a  vessel  belongs,  where  she 
shall  be  adjudged  agreeably  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  the  practice  established  by  other  mar- 
itime Powers.  And  it  is  agreed  that  adjudica- 
tion shall  be  had  with  the  least  delay  possible ; 
and  if  it  shall  be  proved  that  the  detention  or 
capture  was  unjust,  it  shall  not  only  be  the  duty 
of  the  tribunal  where  the  case  was  tried  to  release 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  but  it  shall  decide  the  cor* 
responding  indemnity  for  the  damages  and  injci- 
ries  that  may  have  been  sustained,  to  be  paid  by 
the  captors,  and.  In  their  defect,  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  whom  they  shall  be  commissioned. 

Art.  15u  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce,  by  affording  in 
their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  tneir 
respective  merchant  vessels,  have  agreed  that  the 
sailors  who  shall  desert  from  their  vessels  ia  the 
ports  of  the  other  shall  be  arrested  aad  delivered 
up  at  the  instance  of  the  Consul,  who  shall  prove, 
nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  belong  to  the  res- 
sels  that  claim  them,  exhibiting  the  document 
that  is  customarv  in  their  nation ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  Spanish  Consul  in  an  American  port 
shall  exhibit  the  roll  of  the  vessel,  and  the  Amer- 
ican Consul  in  a  Spanish  port  the  documeat 
known  by  the  name  of  articUa;  and  if  the 
name  of  the  deserter  or  deserters  who  are  claimed 
shall  appear  in  the  one  or  the  other,  they  shall  be 
arrest^,  held  in  custody,  and  delivered  to  the 
vessel  which  they  shall  belong. 

Art.  Its.  His  Catholic  Majesty  having  conde- 
scended to  make  the  cessions  to  the  United  States 
which  are  specified  In  the  present  treaty,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  United  States,  with  the  object  of 
cancelling  aU  the  claims  they  have  demanded  of 
the  Royal  Crown,  the  United  States  will  certify, 
in  doe  form,  that  they  have  not  reoeiyed  any 
compensation  from  France  for  the  injuries  they 
suffered  from  her  privateers,  Consuls,  and  tribu- 
nals, on  the  coasu  and  in  the  ports  of  Spaia ; 
and  they  will  present  au  authentic  statement  of 
the  prizes  made,  and  of  their  true  value,  that 
Spain  may  daim  from  France  the  rctura  of  this 
amount. 

Art.  17.  It  being  mutually  advantageous  to 
the  commerce  of  Spain  and  of  the  United  States 
to  facilitate  the  communication  between  both 
nations  for  a  limited  time  in  the  territories  ceded 
bv.  this  treaty,  until  they  cau  agree  upon  the  reg- 
ulations relating  to  commerce  which  may  be 
best  adapted  to  favor  the  sam^  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  agree  that  Spanish  vessels 
which  may  arrive  loaded  solely  with  the  pro- 
duce or  manufactures  of  Spain^  directly  from  the 
ports  or  colonies,  shall  be  admitted  into  all  the 
ports  of  the  two  Floridas  that  may  be  lawfully 
open  to  the  trade  of  other  nations,  for  the  space 
of  twelve  years,  without  paying  more  duties  for 
their  produce  or  merchaudise^  or  greater  tottr 
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nagte  duty,  thtn  whtt  are  pttd  faiy  ressels  of  flie 
United  States. 

'  Dnriiig  said  time  no  other  nation  shall  he  enti- 
tled to  the  same  privileges  in  the  ceded  terriio- 
rles.  The  twelve  vears  shall  begin  three  months 
after  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  present 
treaty ;  at  the  expiration  of  said  timke,  Spanish 
Tessels  shall  be  received  in  said  territories  on  the 
same  footing  aa  the  most  favored  nations. 

Attt.  18.  The  present  treatv  shall  not  be  in 
force  ontil  ratified  in  dne  form  ny  the  contracting 
parties ;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
in  six  months  from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  onderwritten  Plen- 
ipoteniraries  of  Ris  Catholic  Majesty  and  of  the 
united  States  of  America,  have  signed,  by  virtue 
of  ovr  powers,  the  present  treaty  of  friendship  and 
limits,  and  ha?e  thereunto  affixed  our  seals,  re- 
spectively. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  <-^  day  of  February, 
1819. 


Cufumier  jprqftt  qfm  ifraafsr,  aomwwai'aitfBrf  h^  Mr*  Ad- 
mm$  to  Dm  JmU  de  Oni$  the  Ittk  of  FOmary, 
1819. 

The  United  Slates  of  America  and  HlsOatbo- 
lio  Majesty,  desiring  to  consolidate,  on  a  perma- 
nent basis,  the  friendship  and  good  correspond- 
ence which  happily  nrevail  between  the  two  par- 
ties, have  determinea  to  settle  and  terminate  all 
their  differences  and  pretensions,  by  a  treaty, 
Which  shall  designate  with  precision  the  limits 
of  their  respective  bordering  territories  in  North 
America. 

With  this  intention,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  furnished  with  their  full  powers 
John  dnincy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
said  United  States ;  and  His  Catholic  Majesty 
has  appointed  the  most  excellent  Lord  Don  Luis 
de  Ottis  Qonaales  Lopes  y  Yara,  Lord  of  the  town 
of  ftayaces,  perpetual  regtdor  of  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Salamanca,  knight  grand  cross  of 
the  royal  American  order  of  Isabella  the  Catho- 
tfCi  decorated  >irith  the  lys  of  La  Yendfte,  knight- 
peneioner  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanish 
drd*i  of  Charles  the  Third,  member  of  the  Su- 
preme Assemhly  of  the  said  royal  order,  of  the 
ctmnea  of  Hts  Catholic  Majesty,  his  Secretary, 
WKh  efei^ise  of  decrees,  and  his  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the 
United  States  of  America. 

And  the  said  Plenipotentiaries,  aAer  having 
exchanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  crpott  and 
eoneluded  the  fbliowiog  articles : 

AatioLfe  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  inviola- 
ble peace  and  skieere  friendship  between  the 
Unite,!  States  and  their  cirrzens,  and  His  Catho- 
lie  Majesty,  his  succestors  and  subjects,  withtnit 
exception  of  persons  or  places. 
^ARf.2.  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the 
united  States,  in  full  property  and  sovereignty, 
all  the  territories  which  belong  to  hitn,  situated 
to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  known  by  the 
names  of  Bast  and  West  Florida.  The  adjacent 
islands,  dependent  on  said  protinees,  all  public 


lots  and  stytrates,  vacaiK  hrtiAs,  pttbtie  ecfillees, 
fortifications,  barracks,  and  other  btrildinss,  which 
are  not  private  property,  archives  and  doevmeiits, 
which  relate  directly  to  the  ^o^rty  and  sover- 
eignty of  said  provinces,  are  included  in  this  ar- 
ticle. The  said  archives  and  documents  shaUhe 
left  in  possession  of  the  commisstooers  or  ofieen 
of  the  United  States  duly  anthorrxed  co  receive 
them. 

A  ST.  3.  The  boundary  Ime  between  the  two 
countries,  west  of  the  hfjssissippi,  shall  begin  oa 
the  Oulf  of  Mexico  at  the  mooth  of  the  rrver 
Sabine,  in  the  sea ;  continuing  north,  along  the 
westerti  bank  of  that  river,  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  latitude;  thence,  by  a  line  doe  norch, 
to  the  decree  of  latitnde  where  it  strikes  the  Rio 
Roxo  of  Natchitoches,  or  Red  riv«r;  thence,  fol- 
lowing the'cottrse  of  the  Rio  Roxo  westward,  to 
the  degree  of  longitude  one  hundred  and  two 
degrees  we$t  from  London,  and  twenty-five  de- 
grees from  Washington ;  then,  croaalog  the  said 
Red  river,  and  rnnning  thence,  by  a  line  doe 
north,  to  the  river  Arkansas;  thence,  following 
the  course  of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Ai^ansas, 
to  its  source,  in  latitnde  fortv-one  degrees  north ; 
and  thence,  by  the  parailel  of  latitade,  to  the 
South  sea:  the  whole  being  as  laid  down  in  Me- 
Itsh's  map  of  the  United  States,  published  in 
Philadetpnia^  improved  to  the  Ist  of  January, 
1818.  But,  if  the  source  of  the  Arlranaas  river 
should  be  found  to  fall  north  or  south  of  latitude 
forty-one  degrees,  then  the  line  shall  mo  from 
the  said  source  due  south  or  north,  as  the  case 
may  be,  till  it  meets  the  said  parallel  of  iatitude 
forly-one  degrees;  and  thence,  along  the  said 
parallel,  to  the  South  sea;  the'  Sabine  and  the 
said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers,  and  all  the  islands 
in  the  same,  throughout  the  course  thus  de- 
scribed, to  belong  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
western  bank  of  the  Sabine,  and  the  southern 
banks  of  the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rivers, 
throughout  the  line  thus  described,  to  beloog  (o 
Spain.  And  the  United  States  hereby  cede  to 
His  Catholic  Majesty  all  their  rights,  claims,  and 
pretensions  to  the  territories  lying  west  and  south 
of  the  above  described  line ;  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty  cedes  to  the  said  United  States  aU  hb 
rights,  claims,  and  pretensions  to  any  territories 
east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  and,  for  faimsdl 
his  heirs,  and  successors,  renounces  all  cdaini  to 
the  said  territories  forever. 

Art.  4.  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precrsicn, 
and  to  place  the  landmarks  which  shall  dtsig- 
nate  exactly  the  limits  of  both  natrons,  each  of 
the  contracting  parties  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet,  before  the 
terminaiion  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on 
the  Red  river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  tbe 
said  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the 
Red  river,  and  from  the  Red  river  to  the  rirer 
Arkansas,  and  to  ascertain  the  latitude  of  the 
source  of  the  said  river  Arkansas,  in  conibrmity 
to  what  is  above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated ; 
thev  shall  make  out  plans  and  keep  joamals   ci 
their  proceedings,  and  the  result  agreed  opott  by 
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fabem  abmXk  h&  coaaidirtd  m  ptrt  of  this  tnmty, 
lod  AuXL  hftve  tbe  mmn  fotot  la  if  u  were  lo^ 
terttd  therein.  Tlie  two  Cbvenuaeote  wiil  tn* 
eeblir  ifliee  neepectiag  the  neecMWi  «rti0lee  to 
)e  faraished  to.tJMfc  peraeaa^  and  alse  m$  to  their 
npeetive  easorta,  sh«ildl  taeh  be  deemed  ae* 
eiMry. 

AAr.  5.  The  iah^hitanu  of  the  ceded  tenitoi- 
ita  fhall  be  aeeured  in  the  free  esNoiie  ef  their 
vligtea,  withoQt  aBf.reetriadoq;  and  all  tbote 
vho  deMre  to  remove  to  the  SfiaiDiab  deniaioaf 
haJl  be  peraaitud  to  eett  or  eMMt  their  cffeeis 
t  any  time  whatevier,  wuheot  beiog  sobjeet,  in. 
ttber  easea,  to  dittiea. 

Art.  6.  The  inhabitanu  of  the  tcfritoriea  whioh 
lis  Catholic  Majeatj  cedes  to  the  Uni^d  Swes 
?  this  treaty  shall  be  io€or{»ora.ted  iato  tiie 
JaioQ  of  the  United  States  as  sooa  as  mer  be 
iOBsistent  with  tbe  priaciples  of  tiie  Federal 
^oBstltutioB,  and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
ill  the  pri?ileg!e^  rights,  and  immiuittiM  Qf  the 
ilizeos  of  the  lloitedSiatee. 

Art.  7.  The  officeia  and  tropps  of  His  Catho* 
ic  Majesiy  in  the  territories  hereby  oeded  by 
iim  to  the  United  States  shall  be  wiihdxawfij 
od  possession  of  tbe  places  occupied  bv.  them 
ball  be  given,  witbin  six  months  after  toe  rati- 
cadon  of  this  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible,  by 
le  o£Scers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  the  com* 
lissiooers  or  officers  of  the  United  States  duly 
ppointed  to  receive  them. 

Art.  8.  All  srants  of  land  made  by  or  in  the 
nme  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  the  aforesaid 
erritoriea,  after  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  shall 
•e  held  null,  the  conditions  of  the  said  grants 
lot  having  been  performed  by  the  grantees.  Alt 
iraots.  made  before  that  due  bv  His  Catholic 
dajesty,  or  by  his  legitimate  authorities,  in  the 
aid  territories,  the  conditions  of  which  shall 
lave  been  performed  by  the  grantees  according  to 
be  tenor  ajfthe  resf^etine  gunAtSyend  nonf  oMmr, 
hall  be  confirmed  and  acknowledged  as  valid. 

Art.  0»  Thia  two.  aootraeiing  pacties  fecipro- 
ally  renounce  all  claims  for  damages  or  injuries 
rhich  they  themselves,  as  well  as  their  respect- 
re  citizens  and  subjects,  may  have  suffered,  until 
be  time  of  siflfuing  thia  treatv. 

The  veniinoiaiion  of  tbe  United  States  will 
Ateiul'— ' 

1«  To  all  the  itgufice  aaentiMied  in  the  emr 
'eotion  ef  thoe  lUh  of  Aogusx,  1802* 

2.  To  all  claims  on  account  of  prizes  made  bv 
^reo^h  fnwmffnf%wi  epndeiMed  by  FfenoO' 
i^onaoln,  wiktaio!  the  leirtiory  aaidr  jntMdieftien  etf 
Ipaie. 

8.  ToaU  claims  of  iiideaiiities  ea  aeeoaviiof 
hesutpeaeio*  of  the  right  of  dtfosite  at  r^e«e 
3rleane  tn  1M^« 

4.  To  aU  elmns  of  eftizens  of  the  Uoiied 
Bt%t«s  upon  tbe  doveroment  of  Qpein,  ansing 
from  the  unlawful  seizures'  at  sea,  and  from  tbe 
unlawful  seizure  of  vessels  or  cargoes  belonging 
to  citizens  of  thetjftiited  States  in  the  ports  and 
^eiritories  of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  colonies. 

The  reaunoiation  of  Ifia  QaiJbpIic  Majesty  ex- 
tends— 


1.  To  all  the  ieis^iea  Metttloaed  in,  the  eoa<* 
ventaen  of  the  lltk  August,  ViOSL 

a.  To  the  siUM  which  His  Catholic  Majeatf 
advanoed  for  the  return  of  Gaptain  Pihe  from 
the  Pf oTtnoias  lutemas. 

3.  To  all  injuries  caused  by  the  ezpeditiM  ef 
Miranda,  that  was  filled  oat  aod  eeusmMd  at 
New  York.  ^^ 

Fiaaily.  to  aU  the  claims  of  snbjeeia  of  Hia 
Catholac  Majeaty  apoD  the  €k)veraaae^  of  the 
United  fitatM,  in  which  the  interpoeiiiQn  of  Hia 
Gnthoiie  Migeaty's  Governmenthas  been  solicited 
before  the  4ue  of  this  treaty,  and  stece  the  date 
of  the  eearapiioB  of  180(8^  or  which  auiy  havie 
been  aude  to  the  Deportorant  oi  Voceign  Affhisa 
of  His.lAajeaty,  or  to  his  Mieieter  in  the  UniM 
States. 

And  the  high  eomtracting  parties  reapechvely 
neneoece  all  claim  to  indemnities  fee. any  of.  the 
recent  events  or  traMaetiona  of  their  respective 
oomeaaaders  and  officers  in  the  Flosidas. 

AsT.liK  The  eon  veetion  enteved  into  between 
the  two  Ghovernments  on  the  14th  August,  1808^ 
the  ratifications  of  which  were  ezehaaged  on  tlMf 
dftatDeeember,  IHlfi,  is  annulled. 

Aat*  1L  The  UnitedStatesiesonerat  lag  Spain 
fWiaa  nli  demanda  in  feiure  en.  aeeoimt  of  the 
ohiieaa  of  their  dtiaensto  which  therenaneia^ 
tions  heteitt  contained  extend,  underuke  lemake 
satis^etien  for  tJie  same  to  an  amoont  not  ev* 
oeediog  fire  millions  of  dollars.  To  ascertain 
the.  feu  igmonnt  and  validity  of  these  okua%a 
conmisaiQa,  to.  eonsiat  of  three  eommisaionerfc 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  ahali  be  appointed' 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advioe  and 
eonsent  of  the  Seuate ;  which  commission  shall 
meet  at  the  city  of  Washinctea,  and,  within  the 
space  of  three  pears  from  the  time  of  tMr  toe 
meeting,  shall  receive^  examine,  and  decide  upon 
the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  inclu- 
ded withiu  the  deepTipMoQs  above,  quanripaed. 
Tbe  said  commissioners  shall  take  an  oath  or 
afiirmation^  to  be  e^twed  on  the  record  of  their 
proceedings;  for  tbe  faithful  and  diligent  dis- 
charge of  their  duties ;  and,  in  ease  of  tJie  deMh, 
sickness,  or  nepesaaiy  absenee  of  any  suebicnto- 
misaioner,  his  place  i|iay  be  auppUed  by  tiiaAp- 
poiotment  aa  aforesaid,  or  by  the  rnesident  of  .tha< 
United  Slates  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of 
aaother  commitMoaer  in  iua  ateadp  The>  wid 
commissioners  shall  be  authorized  to  hear.andf 
examine,  on  oath»  every  queatiniLreliuive  4o  the 
said  daimst  and  to  receive;  all  auitabla  aQthootie 
testimoyay  ooocernioa  thesaene  j  lued.tha  SiuUDdsk 
Oove^nment  abaU  foroish.  aU  soeth  doeumeaia 
ni»d:eluoidelieas  as  mafr  ha.  in  their  posseaaioai 
far  iheadjaatmeat  of-  itaid:  elaiois,  aeeordioy  m 
the peimcipleaitf  jaaSfce/  ihaiawe  of  nttionej  end 
the  atifulaiieae  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
parties  of  8tth  Oetohtr,  1795  f  the  said  doeumehte 
te  be  specified  when  demaaded  at  tbe  instance 
of  theeaid  commissioners. 

The  payment  of  soci^  claims  as  majr  be  admit* 
ted  and  adjusted  by  the  said  commissioaers,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  an  amoont  not  exceed* 
ing  five  milUohs  of  dollars,  sbeU  be  luade  by;  thei 
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Vuhed  StAiet,  either  inmediftCely  at  their  Trea- 
sury, or  by  the  creation  of  ttoek  bearinr  as  in* 
terest  of  six  per  centum  per  aonuflft,  payable  from 
the  proceeds  of  tales  of  public  lands  within  the 
territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  or 
is  such  other  manner  as  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  mav  prescribe  by  law. 

The  records  of  the  proceeding  of  the  said 
eommissioners,  together  with  Touchers  and  docu- 
ments produced  oefore  them,  rektive  to  the 
claims  to  be  adjusted  and  decided  upon  by  them, 
shall,  after  the  cloee  of  their  transactions,  be  de- 
posited in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them, 
shall  be  furnisned  to  the  SjNinish  Government,  if 
required,  at  the  demand  ot  the  Spanish  Minister 
in  the  United  States. 

Art.  12.  The  treaty  of  limits  and  navigation 
of  1796  remains  confirmed  in  all  and  each  one  of 
lis  articles,  excepting  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
twentv-first,  and  the  second  clause  of  the  twenty- 
secona  article ;  which,  having  been  altered  by  this 
treaty,  or  having  received  their  entire  execution, 
are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  same 
tieaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  of 
17d5,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  flag  shall 
cover  the  property,  the  two  high  cootractinff  par- 
tics  agree  that  this  shall  be  so  understood  with 
respect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  this  prin- 
ciple* But,  if  either  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and  the 
other  neutral,  the  fla^  of  the  neutral  shall  cover 
the  property  of  enemies  whose  Gk)vernments  ac- 
knowledge this  principle,  and  not  of  others. 
.  Art.  13.  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce,  by  affording  in 
'their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  their  re- 


speettve  merchant  vessela,  huTe  agreed  that  tiie 
sailors  who  shall  dcKrt  firom  their  resseU  in  the 
ports  of  the  other  shall  be  arrested  and  ddivered 
up  at  the  instance  of  the  CoosoL  wko  shstt  prove, 
nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  beloog  to  the  ve»- 
sels  that  claim  them,  exhibiting  the  docvBM&t 
that  is  customary  in  their  nation  ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  American  Consul  in  a  Spmniali  port  shall  ex- 
hibit the  document  known  by  the  luicae  of  orli* 
dee,  and  the  Spanish  Coosni  in  «a  Americaa 
port  the  roll  of  the  vessel  $  and  if  the  name  of  the 
deserter  or  deserters  who  are  eiaimed  sliaJi  ap- 
pear in  the  one  or  the  other,  they  shall  be  arrested, 
neld  in  custody,  and  be  delivered  to  the  vessel  to 
which  they  shall  belong. 

Art.  14.  The  United  States  hereby  certify 
that  they  have  not  received  any  eompensatiom 
from  France  for  the  injuries  they  stiffered  from 
her  privateers,  consuls,  and  trtbunals^  on  the 
coasts  and  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  fbr  the  satisfac- 
tion of  which  provision  is  made  by  this  tresry; 
aad  they  #ill  present  an  authentic  statement  of 
the  prizes  made,  and  of  their  trtie  ralue,  that 
Spam  may  avail  herself  of  the  same,  ia  such 
manner  as  she  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

Art.  15.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified, 
in  due  form,  by  tne  contracting  parties,  and  tbt 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  moaths 
from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  underwritten  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  have  signed,  by  virtue  of 
their  powers,  the  present  treaty  of  amity,  settle- 
ment, and  limits,  and  have  thereunto  afiixe^  their 
seals,  respectively. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  -*—  day  of  Fehru* 
ary,  1819. 


i  Paper  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Mr,  Hyde  de  NenmilB^  16<^  JMruory,  1819. 
JRemarki  of  the  Chevalier  de  Onis,  Eemarke  qf  the  Seerefary  of  State, 

AiT.  1*  Agreed  ta.* 

Abt.  2.  Requires  a  more  explicit  explanation.* 

Abt.  3.  The  Chevalier  de  Onis  requires  that  The  Secretary  of  State  laaiataina  that  the 

the  boundary  between  the  two  countries  shall  be  United  Smtes  have  alwavs  intended  that  the 

the  middle  of  the  rivers,  and  that  the  navigation  property  of  the  river  should  beloog  to  them.   He 

ai  the  said  rivers  shall  be  common  to  both  na^  insists  on  this  point,  as  an  essential  condition,  as 

tions.  the  means  of  avoiding  all  collision,  and  as  a  pria- 

— ^— — ■         '■  '         --  I  -    -   -  '  —  .----.-    ■    —  ■ 

t  Mr.  De  Onis  being  at  this  time  confined  by  indisposiCion,  at  his  request  Mr.  Hyde  de  NeaviHe  hsd  a  per- 
sioal  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  loth  of  Febraaiy,  at  wUeh  there  was  m  loll  aad  fies  dm- 
eassioB  of  the  prOMt  of  Mr.  De  Onis,  delivered  Febiuarjr  9th»  and  of  the  eounter-projet  commnnicatad  hj  him 
la  Mr.  De  Onis,  Febrasiy  18th.  Immediately  after  this  infterview,  Mr.  De  NeuviUe  rsdnesd  to  wnting  thk 
paper,  in  which  sie  noted  the  objections  of  Mr.  De  Onis  to  psits  of  the  connter-projet*  the  leplise  to  Ihsse 
objections  by  the  SecMtary  of  State,  and  the  points  to  which  both  parties  were  agreed.  He  seal  a  copy  Wihe 
paper  the  neit  morning  to  the  Secretary  ofSute,  and  another  copy  to  Mr.  De  Onis.  Being  iaieaded  sMvely 
as  a  private  aunnie,  that  both  parties  might  be  satisfied  of  the  correctness  in  which  their  respective  lemeoks 
were  stated,  it  was  drawn  up  partly  in  French^  aad  partly  in  our  own  language.  The  passages  hers  m«xked 
with  asterisks  are  in  Englidi  in  the  original  paper.    The  rest  is  translated. 

The  miantcs  npon  the  eighth  article,  compared  with  the  draught  in  the  projet  of  Mr.  De  Onis,  with  that  of 
the  coonter-projet  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  with  the  article  as  finally  expressed  in  the  treaty,  foDy  elu- 
cidate the  UDderstanding  of  the  parties  that  the  grants  of  land  dated  before,  as  well  as  after  fkt  24th  Jiauaiy, 
1818,  vrere  annulled,  excepting  those  upon  whii^  settlements  had  been  commenced,  the  completion  of 
had  been  prevented  by  the  circumstances  of  Spain,  and  the  recent  revolutions  in  Europe. 
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ei|rfe  adopttd  heneeforth  by  the  Udiod  in  i(t  trwi- 
ties  with  iu  neighbors.    He  a^ees,  however, 
that  the  navigation  of  the  said  rivers  to  the  sea 
shall  be  common  to  both  people.    The  Beeretarjf 
of  State  conceives  that  in  this  olaose  there  is 
nothing  homiiiatiag  to  Spain,  as  seemed  to  be 
thought ;  since  it  is  not  intended  to  impose  on  her 
an  oneroQB  stipulation,  bat  to  fix  a  territorial 
limit,  which,  in  fact,  mieht  be  extended  beyond 
the  rivers  mentioned.    He  considers  this  eiaiiso 
as  indispensable,  and  as  eminently  calculated  ta 
preserve  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
people. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  agrees  to  the  one  hun-       Agreed, 
dredth  degree  of  longitude,  and  to  remove  all 
difficulties,  to  admit  the  fortf-second  instead  of 
the  forty-third  d^ftee  of  latitude,  from  the  Ar- 
kansas to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Art.  4.  Agreed,  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State. 
Art.  5.  Agreed. 
Art.  6.  Agreed. 

Art.  7.  Agreed ,  with  the  addition  that  the  Uni«       Agreed, 
ted  States  shall  furnish  transports  and  the  neces- 
sary escort  for  conveying  the  aforesaid  troops  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  their  baggage,  to  the 
Havana.* 

Art.  8.  This  article  cannot  be  varied  from       Agreed,  with  the  folio  wins  explanation :  that 
what  is  contained  in  the  Chevalier's  projet,as  the    all  grants  of  land  which  shall  not  be  annulled  by 
object  of  the  last  clause  therein  is  merely  to  save    this  convention  are  valid  to  the  same  extent  as 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  sovereignty  of  His    they  are  binding  on  His  Catholic  Majesty** 
Catholic  Majesty.* 

Remarks. — The  Secretary  of  State  observed  to  me  that  the  Federal  Gtovemment  would  moet 
assuredly  never  entertain  the  idea  of  disturbing  individuals  who  were  vested  with  a  bonajide  title 
to  their  property ;  but,  as  a  treaty  ought  not  to  cover  fraudulent  practices,  so  no  more  could  be 
asked  of  the  United  States  than  coulube  offered  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  $  that,  being  in  this  oaae 
substituted  for  Hb  Majesty,  they  would  scrupulously  fulfil  their  engagements;  but  that  more  could 
not  be  expected  of  them. 

The  Secretary  of  State  even  proposes,  if  Mr.  De  Onis  wishes  it,  that  the  article  shall  be  Inserted 
in  the  treaty,  as  proposed  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  on  condition  that  the  above  explanation  shall 
be  given  in  the  form  of  a  note.  The  Federal  Government,  unwilling  to  leave  anything  ia  a  state 
of  doubt  or  uncertainty,  only  wishes  to  place  on  the  most  secure  footing  whatever  is  just  and  hon- 
orable, and  is,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  satisfied  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  neither  asks  aor 
wishes  more. 

Art.  9.  Mr.  De  Onis  requires  that  the  article 
shoald'run  thus: 

"  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States       Agreed.* 
upon  the  Qovemment  of  .Spain  arising  from  [un] 
lawful  seizures  at  sea,  and  la  the  ports  or  territo- 
ries of  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  Spain  or  ia  his 
colonies.''* 

And -the  high  contracting  parties  respectively 
-  renoQoce  all  claims  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the 
recent  events  or  transactions  of  their  respective 
commanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridas.* 

To  the  above  claim  Mr.  De  Onis  adds  that  the  Agreed.* 
United  States  will  satisfy  all  the  joat  claims 
which  the  inhabitants  and  Spanish  officers  of  the 
Floridas  may  have  upon  thtsm  in  conseqneoee  of 
the  damages  they  may  have  sustained  by  the 
operations  aad  proceedings  of  the  American 
army,  as  is  cttstoaiary  with  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  under  similar  circumstances.*  • 

Art.  10.  Agreed,  as  it  is  proposed  by  the  Sec-       Agreed.* 
reiary  of  Stale.* 


n» 


EdaHofui  with  Sjpaui. 


am 


Art.  11.  TbB  CbaTAlier  desircf  tiiat  the  sUpo-       The  Beereurfr  of  Sute  does  not  mppetr  to  find 
lAlion  of  five  millions  of  dollars  eonuioed  io  this    m  positive  otneetioo  to  agreeing  to  the  alteiacioa 
artiele  may  be  ttrickeo  out,  for  he  is  aware  that    reqaired.    However,  as  he  eonceiTes  this  article 
the  territories  ceded  are  sufficieDt  to  pay  triple    to  be  more  important  to  the  United  Stam  than 
that  sum  ^  and,  by  affreeiog  to  that  stipulation,  it    to  Spain,  he  will  examine  the  qoestion,  and  see 
would  appear  that  Spain,  in  eonsideration  only    whether  the  request  of  the  Minister  (^  Spain  ma^ 
ef  the saidamonnt,  has  ceded  the  two  Floridas    or  may  not  be  agreed  to. 
and  other  territories,  when  she  would  not  have 
eeded  them  for  twentv  millions  were  it  not  her 
desire  to  arfange  and  terminate  all  difierences 
with  the  United  States. 

The  remaining  parts  of  this  article  are  agre^ 
to.* 

Artb.  12, 13,  U,  and  15.  Agreed.* 

Art.  16. 


Agreed.* 


Remarks. — This  article,  which  I  have  not  before  me,  is  I  believe,  that  in  which  Mr.DeOnUie* 
quires  that  American  vessels  shall  only  receive  clearances  for  a  s]>ecified  port.  It  appears  thai  this 
article  cannot  be  assented  to  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  is,  therefore,  as  obeerred  by  Mr. 
Adams,  wholly  inadmissible  in  the  present  treaty. 

Art.  17.  Mr.  De  Oois  requires  that  Spanish        Agreed,  as  to  the  ports  of  St.  Atignstine  and 
vessels  shall  be  admitted  for  twelve  years  into  all    Pensacola. 
the  ports  of  the  ceded  territories  upon  the  same 


Agreed. 
Refused. 


footing  as  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  no  nation  shall  enjoy  the  like  privilege 
during  the  said  term  of  twelve  years. 

3.  That,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term, 
Spanish  vessels  shall  be  received  in  said  territo- 
ries on  the  same  footing  as  the  most  favored 
nations, 

N.  B.  It  ia  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the  articles  stipttlatins  the  cession  of  the  Floridae  shall  be 
so  framed  as  to  cover  the  honor  of  both  countries,  and  prove  that  the  treaty  is  an  amienble  transac- 
tion, diToated  of  all  meatai  reservations^  diBguise,  or  recriminatioR. 

The  writer  of  these  hasty  notes  believes  that  he  perfectly  comprehended,  and  haa  faitiifnllf  stated, 
tike  ^conversation  he  had  this  n^oraing  with  the  Secretaiy  of  State* 

He  will  be  equally  attentive  in  stating  to-morrow  the  answer  of  the  Miaiater  of  Spain.  He  Aat- 
tMs  himself  th«t  all  obstacles  are  nearly  repioved,  and  he  deems  it  no  small  satialhciion  in  having 
been  invited,  by  the  confidence  manifested  in  him  by  both  parties,  to  co-opeiiAe,  however  leehly.in 
Ml  oTi^nt  vbioh  eamot  iail  to  have  a  powfffai  iefluenoe  on  the  peaoe  aad  faappiaess  of  both 
hemispheres.  O.  ii.  D&  N. 

WARHiNOTOif,  FAruarp  15^  1819. 


Afi-.  De  Neumile  io  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Wabhington,  February  16, 1819. 

Mr.  De  Neoville  has  the  honor  to  present  his 
respects  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  to  enclose  the  state- 
ment hastily  drawn  up  by  him  yesterday  evening. 
Mr.  De  Neuville  believes  he  has  omitted  nothing 
of  what  Mr.  Adams  did  him  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  him.  He  will  see  Mr.  De  Onis  to- 
day at  one  o'clock,  and  afterwards,  that  is,  be- 
tween two  and  three^  he  will  call  at  the  office  of 
the  Department^  and  band  to  Mr.  Adams  the 

Erojet  sent  bv  bim  to  Mr.  De  Onis.  Mr.  De  N. 
opes  that  Mr.  De  Oois  will  remove  the  remain- 
ing unimportant  difficulties,  for  which  nothing 
on  the  part  of  Nr.  De  N.  will  be  omitted.  He 
arails  himself  with  pleasure  of  this  occasion  to 
offer  to  Mr.  Adams  the  renewed  assurances  of 
his  high  consideration. 


James  Momrob,  PretidtnJt  of  the  UnUed  Statu 
qf  Amerisa^  to  all  whom  (hoe  preaenta  shaB 
concern^  Greeting: 

m 

Know  yoj  that  I  have  given  and  j^nnted.  and 
do  hereby  g4Te  and  gnin^lo  John  CUnnef  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Statea.  fall 
|K>wer  and  asihoriiyf  and  also  a  general  and  ipe- 
eial  eopimaad,  to  meet  aad  confer  with  the  Snvey 
Hztfaordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  oC 
His  Catholic  Mi^sty  teudiag  in  the  Onited 
States,  being  fm^nished  with  the  Ithe  foil  powers 
of  aad  coocemiog  the  iinuu  between  the  tcrnto- 
ries  of  the  United  Stales  and  thoM  of  his  said 
Cathoiif  Majesty  in  North  Anaetiea,  aad  mnf 
Buitnal  cessions  of  part  ef  the  same ;  of  and  cm- 
oerning  all  natters  of  difference  between  tbesaid 
United  States  and  His  OatfaotieMajesty.nnd 
ceroing  the  relations  of  navigation  and  eoi 


•  The  passsges  maihed  thus  (*)  are  in  Englidi  in  the  paper  rsoetved  fiiom  Mr.  I>e  Neuville. 
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Wtween  the  B»id  UoUed  auuetaiid  Hia  Ottbolic 
Majesty  \  and  to  cooclude  a  treaty  toucbia/j[  tbe 
premises^  for  tba  fiaal  rati^catioo  of  tbi  Pxesideat 
of  the  Umted  Staita,  br  and  with  the  adyke-and 
consent  of  the  Senate  toereoi^  if  suqh  advice  and 
coD&ent  be  given. 

la  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  eeal 
of  the  united  Stales  to  be  nereuato  affix* 
ed.  Given  under  o^y  hand  at  the  Oity  of 
Ql..  8*3  Washington,  the  sixteenth  day  of  Febru- 
anr,  A.  D.  IdlO,  and  of  the  independeace 
ofthe  United  States  the  focty-third. 

JAMES  MONAOE. 
By  thePresideat: 

JOHN  d.  ADAMS, 

SecrtUury  qfSUUc 

F^Ui  pmmr  tf  the  ^»»^f  ^oin  to  Don  Luk  de 

Ooa  Ferdinand,  by  the  graee  ef  Qod,  King; 
Ae^  dbo.,  dbo.,  desiring  to  ednsolidate  the  frleod- 
ship  and   good  wnderstanding   which   happily 

grevait  between  my  kingdoms  and  the  United 
katee  of  Amedea,  tbroagh  the  mntual  interests 
sziscing  between  the  two  Gk>f  eraments,  and  re- 
[H>siDff  M\  eonffdence  in  yon,  Don  Lois  de  Onia 
KlBigCtof  the  royal  and  distingaished  order  of 
CrliaHes  III^  and  mj  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
o  the  United  Btates  of  America,  by  reason  of 
four  fidelity,  distingnished  zeal,  and  approved 
rapaeiliy,  ta  the  ardooos  eoneerns  committed  to 
^u,  have  granted,  and  bv  these  presents  do  granf , 
o  yoB  AilT  power,  in  the  most  ample  form,  to 
reat,  of  yoorselfj  and  without  ether  intermediate 
lathoriiy,  with  snch  person  or  persoat  as  may  be 
iuthorized  by  the  Prestdenl  of  the  United  States, 
ind  on  the  principles  of  the  most  perfect  equality 
md  fitnees,  to  oonekideaod  sign  a  treaty  of  ami- 
cy ,  whereby  past  differences  may  be  adjusted,  and 
&  firm  and  laatlng  peace  eatablisbed  between  the 
tmrp  Qovetomentaj  obliging, oorselvea,  as  we  do 
bereby  obliee  ourselves  and  promise,  on  the  faith 
ind  word  of  a  King,  to  approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil, 
ind  to  cause  to  be  inviolably  observed  and  falfilled, 
nrhatsoever  may  be  stipulated  and  signed, by  vou ; 
:o  ivhich  intent  and  purpose  I  grant  yob  all  an- 
:hority  and  fnlt  power,  m  the  most  atnple  form, 
hereby  and  of  rignt  required. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  have  given  command  to 
ssue  the  present,  signed  witn  our  royal  handj 
sealed  with  our  privy  seal,  and  countersigned  by 
3ur  underwritten  first  Secretary  of  State,  and  of 
Lioiversal  despatch. 

Oiven  at  Madrid,  the  lOth  day  of  September, 
1816. 

r,   .1  PBftDINAND. 

l«-  •-J  PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 


Trtaiif.^  4mU}L.^t^km€Mi^  and  IdmiiSf  bttmma 
tht  UmKed  Sia^  qf  4metka  and  im  .CuOoUe 

The  United  Sutas  of  AoKCiea  and  His  Caibo- 
lic  Majesty^  desiring  to  consolidate,  on  a  {lenaa- 
nent  baavi^  the.  frjieadship.and  goo^  ^oi^esppnd* 
ence  which  happily  prevail  between  tlie  |WP 


Mrtie$p  haya  deterpiJMMfd  ta  settle  and  termiaata 
all  their  dlSeieocea  and  jiretettsions  by  a  treaty^ 
which  shall  designate,  with  preciaioa,  the  limita 
of  their  respective  bordering  territories  in  North 
A^Q^ica. 

With  this  iniention,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
te4  States  has  furnished  with  their  full  poweft 
John  Q,aiocy  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
said  United  Stales,  aad  His  Catholic  Migesty  has 
appointed  the  moM.  exeelleat  Lord  Don  Lais  de 
Onis  QoobmI^s  Lopeg  y  Vara,  Lord  of  the  tows 
of  Rayaces,  perpetual  r^idor  ef  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Salpmaaea,  Knight  grand  cross  of 
|he  royal  Ame^ieao  order  of  laabeUa,  ihe  Cathe- 
Uc|  decorated  with  the  lya  of  La  Vend4<^  knight* 
pensioner  of  the  royal  and  distia^aiahed  order  of 
Ch%riee  lUti  n^ember  of  the  supreme  aaseaibly  of 
the  said  joy^l  order,  of  the  coaacil  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majeaiyi  his  secretary,  with  eaereiae  of  de- 
Qrees,aad  his  Envoy  Sxtmordinary  and  Miaie- 
ler  PlenUK>tentiary  near  the  United  Btalea  ef 
America*  • 

And  the  said  plenippteatiaries,  after  having  eir 
ohanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon  aad  ooft- 
eluded  the  following  artielea: 

Artiolb  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  ioviola^ 
ble  peace  ai^daineere  friendship  between  the  Uni- 
ted Staiea  aad  their  eitiaena^  aad  His  CathoUa 
Mejesty  aad^aql^ie,  wuhoiit  eieeption  af  per* 
sons  or,  places. 

AaT4  2.  His  Caibolic  Mi^esty  cedec  (o  the 
Uiiiied  SiM^a,  ia  fait  property  aad  sovereigfttf, 
all  the  territories  whi^h  beloagiehimisiiaaied  io 
the  QWtwarii  of  the  Mmsajppi,  knowa  by  the 
namfs  of  fiav  and  West;  Fiorida.  The  a^JMeac 
i&(ajide  d.epiAdent  on  said  previneea,  all  aoUae 
loie  and  a^ttar/ri,  vacant  laada,  pobUe  edificea, 
fortifications  heriaeka,  aad  other  haiidinge,  whieh 
are  netpriya^^opeffi|r,archifea»aiiddeeanutta, 
which  relate-  dtreetly  ta  the  propstcy  and  •Qf»' 
r^gnty  of  s$ud  provinces,  are  laeladed  in  this  a»» 
tick.  The  said  archiviw  aad  doonmeau  shall  be 
left  in  possesion  of  the  eammiesiooers  er  oficera 
of  the  Mnited.Steitea  duly  amhatized.  to  reaelre 
then. 

Art.  3.  The  boundary  Him  betwaaa  the  two 
countries  west  of  the  Misaiaaippi,  ahaU  bi^a  em 
the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  at  the  OMUth  of  the  river 
Sabine,  in  thaaea;  coatinoing  nanfc,  along,  the 
western  beak  ef  tb#  fiver,  la  the  thirty*aaeand 
d^flee  of  latitudes  iheae^  by  a  liae  due  aerth, 
tie  t^^kedearee  of  latiiade  where  it  etriheathe  Rio 
Rono  of  Natchitochet,  or.  Red  f  iv^r  t  then,  folbw- 
ioc  the  oauree  of  the  Rie  Roxe^  wee taraid,  to  Ihe 
degree  of  longitnde  one  hundred  west  from  Lottr 
doA,  aad  tw^atyHhree  from.  Washington;  <hen; 
orossiyig  the  said  Red  river,  aiid  roaomg  theaee, 
by  <liaeduenorAh,to  the  river  Arkaosae;  thence, 
following  th«  course  of  (he  soathero  beak  of  the 
Arkaavaa  to  iia  ^oarce^  ia  latiiwde  farty^'tWD  da^ 
greeaneithj  aa4  thence,  by  that  parallel  of  kti- 
tttde,  to  the  South  aeai  the  whole  beiag  ae  laid 
down  in  Melish's  map*of  the  United  Steles,  pubr 
lishedt  at  Philadelphia,,  ia^reired.  ta  the  lai  of 
Jan  oar y,  laia  $ai  if  tbesanrae  of  the  Arkansae 
river  ehaU.  ha  fouad  tQ./all  aoatb  or  «iaih  oi^lata*' 


2IS1 


AJPSWdJiBL 


21SS 


Rekakmg  «iA  Spain. 


tude  ibrtf-two  degrees,  then  the  line  shall  ran 
from  the  aaid  source,  due  south  or  north,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  till  it  meets  the  said  |wralkl  of  lat- 
itude of  forty-two  decrees ;  and  thence,  aloo?  the 
said  parallel,  to  the  South  sea ;  all  the  islands  in 
the  Sabioe,  and  the  said  Red  and  Arkansas  rif  ers. 
throughout  the  course  thus  described,  to  belong 
to  the  United  States;  but  the  use  of  the  waters, 
and  the  narigation  of  the  Sabitte  to  the  sea,  and 
of  the  said  rivers  Roxo  and  Arkansas,  throughout 
the  extent  of  the  said  boundary,  on  tneir  respect- 
ive banks,  shall  be  common  to  the  respective 
inhabitants  of  both  nations.  The  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  agree  to  cede  and  renounce  all 
their  rignts^  claims,  and  pretensions  to  the  terri- 
tories described  by  the  said  line,  that  is  to  say: 
The  United  States  hereby  cede  to  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  and  renounce  forerer,  all  the  rights, 
claims,  and  pretensions,  to  the  territories  lyinc 
west  and  south  of  the  aboye  described  line }  and, 
fai  like  manner,  His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to 
the  said  United  States  all  bis  rights,  claims,  and 
pretensions  to  any  territories  east  and  north  of 
the  sai4  linCj  and,  for  himself,  bis  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, renounces  all  claim  to  the  said  territories 
forever. 

Art.  4.  To  fix  this  line  with  more  precision, 
and  to  place  the  landmarks  which  shall  designate 
exactly  the  limits  of  both  nations, "each  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  appoint  a  commissioner 
and  a  surveyor,  who  shall  meet,  before  the  ter- 
mination of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on  Red 
river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  line, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the  Red  river, 
and  from  the  Red  river  to  the  river  Arkansas, 
and  to  ascertain  the  latitude  of  the  source  of  the 
said  river  Arkansas,  in  conformity  to  what  is 
above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated,  and  the  line  of 
latitude  forty-two  degrees,  to  the  South  sea ;  they 
shall  make  oat  plans  and  keep  journals  of  their 
^oeeedings,  and  the  result  agreed  upon  by  them 
ahall  be  considered  as  part  of  this  treaty,  and  shall 
huTO  the  same  force  as  if  it  were  inserted  therein. 
The  two  Governments  will  amicably  agree  respect- 
ing the  necessary  articles  to  be  furnished  to  those 
persons,  and  also  to  their  respective  escorts,  should 
inch  be  deemed  necessary. 

Aet.  &  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territo- 
ries shall  be  secured  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  without  any  restriction :  and  all  those 
ivho  may  desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  domin- 
ions shall  be  permitted  to  sell  or  export  their 
eififects  at  any  time  whatever,  without  being  snb- 
ject,  in  either  case,  to  duties. 

Art.  6.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territories  which 
His  Catholic  Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
by  this  treaty,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union 
01  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitn- 
tion^  and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  ef  all  the 
privtieffes,  rights,  and  immunities,  of  the  citizens 
of  the  united  States. 

Art.  7.  The  ofScers  and  troops  of  His  Gatfao- 
iic  Majesty  in  the  territories  hereby  ceded  by  him 
to  [the  United  States  ahnll  be  witiMrawn,  and 


possession  of  the  places  ocetipied  |yy  them  shall 
be  given  within  six  months  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  soona  if  pos- 
sible, by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
the  commissioners  or  Officers  of  the  Untt«l  States 
duly  appointed  to  receive  th«m  ;  and  the  Hailed 
States  shall  furnish  the  transports  and  escort  ne- 
cessary to  convey  the  Spanisb  officers  and  troops 
and  their  -baesage  to  the  Havana. 

Art.  8.  A!!  the  grants  of  land  made  before  the 
24tfa  of  January,  1818,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
or  by  his  lawfbl  authorities,  f n  the  said  lerriiOTio 
ceded  by  His  Majesty  to  the  United  Stales,  shall 
be  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  persons  in  pos- 
session of  the'htodsu  to  the  same  extent  that  the 
same  grants  would  oe  valid  if  the  territories  had 
remained  under  the  dominion  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty.  But  the  owners  in  poasessiea  oC  sack 
lands,  who,  by  reason  of  the  recent  cirenmstaBees 
of  the  Spaaiah  nation,  aad  the  revolatinas  in  Bn- 
rope,  have  been  prevented  from  falfiiiing  aii  the 
conditions  of  -their  grants,  shall  eooipleie  them 
within  the  terms  limited  for  the  aanac,  respect* 
ively.  from  the  dale  of  this  treaty  ;  in  defanli  of 
whicli  the  said  grants  shall  be  nott  and  Toid.  All 
grants  made  since  the  24th  day  of  January,  1816^ 
when  the  first  proposal,  on  the  part  of  His  Cath^* 
lie  Majesty,  for  the  cession  of  the  Floridai  was 
made,  are  hereby  declared  aad  agreed  to  he  anil 
and  void. 

AaT.  9.  The  two  high  contracting  panics^  ani- 
mated with  the  most  earnest  desire  of  coacttia- 
tion,  and  with  the  object  of  putting  an  end  to  all 
the  differences  which  have  existed  between  them, 
and  of  confirming  the  good  iinderslaadiag  which 
they  wish  forever  to  be  naaintained  betweea  cheai, 
reciprocally  reaounce  all  claims  for  damages  or 
injuries  which  they  themaelvesi  as  well  as  their 
respective  citizens  and  subject^  may  have  sofier- 
ed,  until  the  time  of  signing  this  ticaty. 

The  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend— 

1.  To  all  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  conven- 
tion of  the  11th  of  August,  1802. 

2.  To  all  claims  on  account  of  prizes  made  by 
French  privateers,  and  condemned  by  French 
consuls,  within  the  territory  and  jarisdietion  of 
Spain. 

3.  To  all  claims  of  indemnities  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  the  right  of  depoaite  at  New 
Orleans,  in  1802. 

4.  To  all  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  Government  of  Spain,  arising  from  the 
unlawful  seizures  at  sea,  and  in  the  ports  and  tet- 
ritories  of  Spain  or  the  Spanish  colonies. 

&  Toallclaimsof  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
upon  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  statements  of 
which,  soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  United  Slates,  haTC  heea  prcaettted 
to  the  Department  of  Slate,  or  to  the  Minister  o| 
the  United  States  in  Spain,  since  the  date  of  the 
convention  of  1802,  and  untU  the  aigaatiue  ef  this 
treaty. 

The  renunciation  of  His  Catholic  Maiestw  ex^ 
tends— 
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1.  To  sll  thdtojiiriei  niMitlRted  in  tfietoifTtii- 
ioo  of  the  11th  of  Aogoai,  1802. 

2.  To  th«  sums  whieh  His  Catholio  Majtsty 
idranced  for  the  retvro  of  Captaia  Pike  fipom  the 
'roTineiat  loternas. 

3.  To  all  injoriea  earned  by  the  expedition  of 
Miranda,  that  ¥Pas  fitted  out  and  equipped  at  New 
^ork. 

4.  To  all  cktaa  of  Spanish  sobjeets  npon  the 
Gk)Teroaettt*of  the  United  States,  arislnf  from 
mlawfol  selsares  at  sea.  or  within  the  ports  and 
territof  ial  jcurisdietion  of  the  United  States. 

Finally  to  all  theokime  of  sobjeeu  of  His  6a« 
faolic  Majesty  apon  the  Qorernment  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  in  whieh  the  interpoeition  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  Qovernment  has  been  solicited 
lefore  the  date  of  this  treaty,  and  sinoe  the  date 
if  the  eonYention  of  1808,  or  whieh  naay  hare 
wen  made  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affiiirs 
>f  His  Majesty,  or  to  his  Minister  in  m  United 
States. 

And  the  high  eontracting  parties  respectifely 
enounce  all  claim  to  indemnities  for  any  of  the 
ecent  erents  or  transactions  of  their  respectire 
lommanders  and  officers  in  the  Floridas. 

The  United  States  will  cause  satisfkctien  to  be 
aade  for  the  injiKies,  if  any,  which,  by  process 
f  law,  shall  be  established  to  have  been  snffeved 
ly  the  Spanish  officers,  and  indifidnal  Soanish 
nhabitanu,  by  the  late  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
«D  army  in  Florida. 

Art.  10.  The  conTcntion  entered  into  between 
be  two  Goverameala  on  the  Uth  of  Aagnata 
.802,  the  ratifieatiooa  of  whieh  were  mehanged 
he  21st  December,  1818,  is  annulled. 

Art.  11.  The  United  Slates,  exonerating  Spain 
rom  all  demands  in  future,  on  aocoon|  of  the 
iaioDs  of  tlieir  citizens,  to  whieh  the  rennacia* 
ions  herein  contained  extend,  and  considering 
hem  entirely  canoelled|  undertake  to  make  satis* 
action  for  the  same,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
tve  millions  of  dollars.  To  ascertain  the  fuU 
imount  and  Talidity  of  those  claims,  a  commis- 
ion.  to  consist  of  three  commissioners,  citizens 
»f  tae  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
^resident,  by  and  with  the  adWce  and  consent  of 
be  Senate ;  which  commission  shall  meet  at  the 
/ity  of  Washington,  and,  within  the  space  of 
hree  years  from  the  time  of  their  first  meeting, 
hall  receive,  examine,  and  decide  upon  the 
mount  and  Talidity  of  all  the  claims  included 
rithin  the  descriptions  above  mentioned.  The 
aid  commissioners  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
ioDy  to  be  entered  on  the  record  of  their  proceed- 
igs,  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of 
tieir  duties;  and  in  ease  of  the  death,  sickness, 
r  necessary  absence  of  any  such  commissioner, 
ia  place  may  be  supplied  by  the  appointment  as 
foresaid,  or  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
laring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of  another  com- 
aissioner  in  his  stead.  The  said  commissioners 
hall  be  authorized  to  hear  and  examine,  on  oath, 
rery  question  relative  to  the  said  claims,  and  to 
ecetve  all  suitable  authentic  testimony  concern- 
og  the  same.  And  the  Spanish  Qovernment 
tbail  famish  all  such  documents  and  elucidations 


as  may  be  in  their  poaiession,  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  said  claims^  aeeording  to  the  prineiptei  of 
jostiee,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  sttpulationa 
of  the  treaty  between  the  two  parties,  of  27th 
October,  1796 ;  the  said  doenments  to  be  epecified 
when  demanded  at  the  insianoe  of  the  said  eom«- 
missianers. 

The  payment  of  such  claims  as  may  be  admit- 
ted and  adjusted  by  the  said  commissioners,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  an  amount  not  ez- 
eeediag  &f%  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  made  1^ 
the  United  States,  either  immediately  at  thmr 
Treaaary,  or  by  the  creation  of  stock  beartaff  an 
isterest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  from 
the  proceeds  of  sales  of  poblie  lanes  within  the 
territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  Statea,  or 
in  such  other  manner  as  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  may  prescribe  by  law. 

The  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  com* 
missioners.  together  with  the  Touchers  and  docu- 
ments proiMiced  before  them,  relative  to  the  claims 
to  be  adjusted  aad  decided  upon  by  them,  shall, 
after  the  close  of  their  transactions,  be  deposited 
in  the  Department  ef  State  of  the  United  Statea; 
and  copies  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  be 
faraishedto  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  if  required, 
at  the  demand  of  the  S^nish  Minister  in  the 
United  States. 

Art.  12.^The  treaty  of  limiu  and  narigaUoa 
of  1785  retnatns  ceafinned  in  all  and  each  one  of 
Its  artioles,  excepting  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
aad  twenty-first,  and  the  second  clause  of  the 
twenty 'seee«d  artiole,  whieh,  haTliig  been  altered 
by  this  treaty,  or  baring  receivecT  their  ebttve 
execution,  are  no  longer  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  eaiao 
treaty  of  friendship,  •  limits,  and  narigation.  of 
1795,  ia  whieh  it  is  stipulated  that  the  flag  shall 
coY^  the  property,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  agree  that  this  shall  be  so  understood  with 
respect  to  those  Powers  who  recognise  this  prin- 
ciple; but,  if  either  of  the  two  contraction  parties 
shall  be  at  war  with  a  third  party,  and  the  other 
neutral,  the  flag  of  the  neutral  shall  cover  the 
property  of  enemies  whose  Government  aeknowl- 
etlMs  this  principle,  and  not  of  others. 

Art.  13.  Both  contracting  parties,  wishing  to 
favor  their  mutual  commerce,  by  aflTording  ia 
their  ports  every  necessary  assistance  to  tneir 
respective  merchant  vessels,  have  agreed  that  the 
sailors  who  shall  desert  from  their  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  the  other  shall  be  arrested  and  delivered 
up,  at  the  instance  of  the  consul,  who  shall  prove, 
nevertheless,  that  the  deserters  belonged  to  the 
vessels  that  claimed  them,  exhibiting  the  doca- 
.ment  that  is  customary  in  their  nation;  that  is  to 
say,  the  American  Consul  in  a  Spanish  port  shall 
exhibit  the  document  known  by  the  name  of 
arHeiety  and  the  Spanish  Consul  in  American 
ports  the  roll  of  the  vessel ;  and  if  the  name  of  the 
deserter  or  deserters,  who  are  claimed,  ahall  ap- 
pear in  the  one  or  the  other,  thev  ahall  be  arrested, 
held  in  ciutody.  and  delivered  to  the  vessel  to 
which  they  shall  belong. 

AaT.  U.  The  United  Statea  hereby  certify  that 
they  have  not  received  any  oompensation  from 
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Franet  fdr  ike  injarUs  Ubtf  tvfibrcd  iiroM  km 
privaMerfl,  fiowiali,  aad  tribooali,  od  Us  eoasti 
ttid  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  for  tke  eatiefiietion  of 
which  prorision  ia  made  by  this  twalf ;  ao4  ihey 
will  preeenf  an  aotheolic  staiesieqt  of  the  prises 
made,  and  of  their  trie  yalaoi  that  Spain  may 
avail  herself  of  the  same  in  such  mannnr  as  shia 
mar  deem  joal  and  proper. 

Anr.  15.  Thie  United  States,  to  give  His  Catho- 
lic Majesfcf  a  proof  of  their  desire  to  cement  the 
ralations  of  amity  stthaisting  between  the  two 
nations^  and  to  favor  the  eonuMKe  of  the  soIk 
jeett  of  His  Catholic  Majaaty,  aaree  that  Sipanlsh 
Tesaels,  eominc  kdan  ctnlv  with  piodootiona  of 
Spanish  growtk  or  mannractaies,  direetlv  from 
thie  ports  of  Spain  or  of  her  colonies,  aaall  be 
admitted,  for  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  the 
ports  of  Pensacola  and  St.  Augnstine,  in  the 
Floridaa,  without  paying  othcc  or  higher  dalles 
on  their  cargoes,  or  of  tonnage,  than  will  he  paid 
by  the  vorneis  of  the  United  States.  During  the 
said  tei m^  no  other  nation  shall  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  within  the  ceded  territories.  The 
iwalfve  yeaes  shall  commence  thre^  months  alter 
the  einhsAge  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty* 

Anx.  X^  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified, 
in  dim  form,  by  the  contractiDg  pariinii  and  tha 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months 
from  this  time,  or  sooner  if  possible.  ^ 

In  wktaem  w-nemof,  wa^  the  nnderwritten  Pleni- 
potantiaeieasf  the  United  Stales  of  Amarina  and 
of  His  Caliholio  Majesty,  hav«  signed,  by  virtna 
af.oQr  pawere^  the  present  treaty  of  amitv,  aaitW* 
ment,  and  limita  and  have  thereanto  affixed  o«r 
seals,  respectively.  Dane  at  Washington,  this 
tjaranty^aeeoad  day  of  Febroary,  one  thoamnd 
eight  hnndmd  and  ninataen. 

JOHN  ClUINCY  ADAMS.  ramLkl 
LUIS  DE  ONIS.  [anAi.] 


Re^oMion  of  the  Senate  adtieing  rat^icatioiu 

In  SaNATfi  or  t«e  Uvixa<>  STAxaa, 

Februisry  24, 1819. 

fitnlmd^  (two^Uiirds  of  the  Snmuam. present 
concarring  thaiaio,)  That  the  Senate  da  advise 
aad  consant  to  the  ratification  of  the  tieaiy  of 
amiiVi  sattlamaat,  and  limits,  made  and  oonclmled 
at  Washiagtoa,  on  the  aSd  day  of  Fabrnary, 
1819,  bernean  the  United  Statm  and  His  Catho* 
UcMa>aaty» 

Attest:  CHABJLES  CUTTS, 

iSforvtory* 


Ratificatim  by  the  President  of  the    United 

States. 

Uhmu  Monao^  Pruidenf  of  tht  Vnii$d  SUU^ 
^Ammica:  7h  all,  ana  etnguioTt^k^^Mi 
eee  th^n  j)reKti2f ,  gr^ing : 

Wheeeas  n  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and 
lifluts,  batwasB  the  United  States  of  Amesiea 
aad  Hie  Catbdie  Majesty,  wns  oonaladad  and 
signed  between  their  plentpatentiarias  in  this;city, 
tm  the  twemtyf^eaond  day  of  the  present,  nmth 
of  Bebnmry^  whiah  trasiftyia  ward 'for  word  as 


ioUowat   [Hare  ialiowa  tte  tBeafeTv  m  he/aa.j 
And  whereas  the  Senate  of  thm  Oaitsd  Siaiea 

S  their  Msolation  of  the  twaaiy«fomth  dsy  ot 
t  saaM  aspa&h,  (two^thinds  of  the  Sanalais  then 
present  concurring,)  did  ad  viae  Mid  coasmi  to 
the  raliAaalton  of  tftie  said  trentf  : 

Mow,  themfore,  I,  Jamea  Mboorwe,  President  U 

the  United  States  of  America,  hnTing  seen  ni 

considered  the  treaty  above  reetied,  do^  in  pana- 

ance  of  the  aforesaid  advtoe  9md  rrmawnt  of  the 

Senate  of  the  Uaited  Smiev  hj  ihem  prcscoti 

accept,  ratify*  and  oanfirai.  the  aetd  tmaiy,  aii 

every  elanse  and  nrticle  thareai^  «■  the  same  are 

hareinbefare  aet  forth. 

10  laith  whereof,  I  hnce  aanami  tiie  seal  of  the 

Uaited  Siaias^n  he  htfeto  affined.   Gifen 

nnder  my  hand,  at  the  Cityol'  Washiagiaa, 

[l.  a]  this  twentyfifih  day  of  gehiemy,  in  ibe 

year  of  our  Lord,  one  thooaaad  eight  h«» 

deed  and  nineteao,  and  of  the  aadapendeiicc 

of  the  mid  Sutes  the  forty-third. 

JAMBS  MONBO& 


1>£SBAT  OF  TH£  SEMINOLE  INlHAirS- 
OAPTURB  OF  SPANISH  POSTS  IN  TIM- 
IDAr-ABBUTHNOT  AND  AMAWSTEB. 

[Csmmimicatsd  to  Congiessy  by  tha  Pmsideni  of  &i 
United  States,  with  hii  opening  Masaaga  of  iIm  17)1 
of  Nommber,  1818.] 

JBaOMKi  of  a  IdU^  fi^m  ML,  ^awdit  nnmmawdim^^/Wt 
Qdam,  <a  Jhe^ffitetf^  Fmi  Hjnafciei,  ds<<d 

FmiBDABr  fi,  l%i7. 

When  the  Colonel,  with  the  troops,  left  Fort 
Seott,  he  gave  the  baildfage  ia  ehswge  dL  one  of 
the  Perry  mans,  firom  whom  I  have  jest  received 
a  letter^  handed  me  by  his  hrotlier.  who  arrived 
here  after  I  had  commenced  writing  this. 

Ferryman  stales  in  his  letter  that  the  Ked 
Sticks,  (or  hostites,)  after  we  had  lefk  the  fort, 
came  In  companies,  and  carried  off  everTthtng 
we  bad  lefk  with  biro,  and  what  he  bad  pnrchssed 
of  Bntler,  burnt  three  houses,  and  threatened,  if 
he  did  not  leave  the  place,  to  bom  it  over  tiu 
head.  He  ^  what  few  articles  he  eonld,  wiik 
his  fkmily,  m  a  canoe,  and  came  to  his  brother'?, 
who  informs  me  that  there  is  at  present  aboet 
three  hundred  Indians  Imbodted  at  the  Forks, 
aad  others  constantly  joining  them.  He  does  net 
knew  their  intentions,  but  understood  a  party  was 
going  out  to  steal  horses,  d&c. 

This  morning,  (3d,}  one  of  the  settlers  waited 
on  me  to  advise  in  what  manner  to  act,  as  ^ht 
or  ten  Indians  had  been  at  his  house,  and  ordered 
him  off;  telling  htm  that  in  six  days  they  wtmld 
eom^  back,  aad,  if  he  was  qot  gone,  they  would 
drive  him  away. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  Governor  of  Geov^pa  f o 
Oeneral  Gmnee,  daitd 

Mibx#finQfiviLL&,  Fefrmory  5, 18I7« 
You«  no  doubt,  have  already  bean  indoruked 
that  the  nptocioos  Woodbine  has  recently  made 
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his  appearlmee  •fain  it  the  memh  of  the  Appa- 
laebicola,  and  that  h«  has  an  agent  now  amoaf 
the  Seminole  liMiNaDs  ami  negroes  id  that  quar- 
ter, etirrhig  them  op  to  aefs  of  hostility  aftatnsi 
this  country;  and  that  Woodbine  himself  has 
?one  in  an  armed  resseUoeome  part  of  the  Wetft 
Indies  fbr  snppKes.  Connected  with  this  fact  is 
another,  whfch  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the 
future  condnet  of  these  people,  when  once  in'pos* 
session  of  the  supplies  which  it  is  saM  they  ex- 
pect on  the  retnm  of  Woodbine.  Ahoot  ten  or 
ewelre  days  aifo,  a  small  party  of  IhoM  tordfans 
entered  the  frontier  of  Wayne  connty,  and  stole 
two  horses  and  some  cattle.  They  were  pursued 
\>f  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  peaceably  d€^ 
manded  a  restoration  of  the  stolen  property ;  aad, 
Instead  of  a  eomplianee  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, they  immediately  ired  npon  the  whites, 
who  retired  without  returning  -a  shoL  One  of 
the  whites  was  mortally  wounded. 


Copy  of  a  Utter  from  General  Gainsi  to  the  Genemi' 

or  of  Georgia^  dated 

MiLiADeatiULB,  Febntmry  6, 1817. 

I  have  the  hotfor  to  aoknowledge  the  receipt  of 
four  exeelleney^s  letter  of  this  date. 

The  facts  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  com- 
nunicate,  ia  retaiion  to  the  lata  Mtile  eondbct 
If  the  Seminole  Indians,  most  and  shall  reoetre 
my  immediate  and  particulaT  attention.  I  am 
sot  authorised  to  ehantfe  the  destination  of  the 
tth  infantry,  but,  should  I  receii^  no  nviboriey 
to  recall  a  part  of  that  oosps,  I  shall  order  one  or 
two  companies  of  artillerv  (Co  do  duty  as  infaa- 
iry)  from  Charleston  to  the  southern  frontier  of 
tbU  State,  with  insCructionstoehecli  Indian  hos- 
tilities, ana  at  the  same  time  to  remove  from  In- 
dian land  such  intruders  as  may  remain,  after 
being  duly  notified  to  remove. 


Extract  of  9  tetter  from  George  Portymbn  to  IM^- 

temmt  SandOf  dated. 

Fkbruabv  24)  1817. 

The  charge  given  me  by  Colonel  Clinch  and 
yourself,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
induces  me  to  believe  there  is  a  confidence  placed 
in  me  which  I  ought  not  to  deceire.  I  thereftniB 
think  it  my  doty,  as  well  as  my  ioclrnation,  to 
give  you  the  following  information ; 

There  was  a  friend  of  rarine  not  \oTAg  sin<^e  in 
the  Fowltown,  on  Flint,  and  he  saw  many  horses, 
eattle,  and  hogs,  that  had  come  immediately  fVom 
the  State  of  Georgia/and  they  are  bringing  them 
away  continually.    They  speak  in  the  most  con- 
temptuous manner  of  the  Amerieaoe,  and  threaten 
to  have  satisfaetioo  for  whal  has  been  done— 
meaning  the  destruction  of  the  negro  fort.   There 
is  another  of  my  acquaintances  returned  imme- 
diately from  the  Seminole  towns,  and  saw  the 
negroes  on  parade  there.    He  counted  about  six 
hundred  tbilt  bore  arms.    They  have  chosen  offi- 
cers of  every  description,  and  endeavor  to  keep  up 
a  regular  discipline,  and  are  very  strict  in  pun- 
ishing violators  of  their  tkxilitai7  rules.    Thete  Is* 


Bird  to  be  aboat  the  aanrie  namber  of  Indians  be- 
longing to  their  party,  and  there  are  both  negroea 
and  Indians  daily  going  to  their  standard.  They 
say  they  are  m  complete  fix  for  fighting,  and 
wish  an  engagement  with  the  Americans,  or 
lleioto^h'k  troops;  they  would  let  them  know 
fbey  had  something  mote  to  do  than  they  btd 
at  Appalaehieoia.  They  have  chosen  Bowlegs 
for  their  head,  and  nominated  him  King,  and  pay 
him  all  kind  of  moaarahical  respect,  almost  to 


idolatry^  kaepinc  a  picket  guard  at  the  distance 
of  five  miles.  They  have  a  ntfmber  of  the  like- 
liest American  hbrses ;  but  tliere  are  one  or  two 
chiefs  who  ate  n6t  of  the  choir.  Kenhiiah,  the 
Misaioukey  ehief,  is  one  that  is  an  exception. 


i^^te 


Copy  nf  a  letter  from  Jrehibald  C/oHke^  Jntendantf 
St.  Marifet  Georgia,  to  General  Gednee,  dated 

FEBBuiaRy  26, 1617. 

Sift :  la  doa^uenee  of  a  recent  and  most  o6- 
noxiaos  act  peit>etrated  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
(supposed  10  be  of  the  Lower  Greeks,)  in  thb 
eounty«  in  the  murder  of  an  unlbrtunate  white 
woman  and  ber  twe  infant  children,  by  which 
the  defencektoi  inhabitants  on  our  frontiet  have 
been  thrown  into  a  distressing  ^aie  of  alarm,  I 
avail  myseif  of  the  eatliest  opportunity  In  giving 
infotmasioA  that  may  he  relied  on,  under  the 
folleat  aasoranee  that  iUHbediate  measures  will 
be  adopted  to  ffuard  and  prevent  a  repetition  of 
such  ernet  and  barbarous  acts. 

On  the  84th  Inatant,  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Oar- 
ret^  residing  la  the  uaper  part  of  this  county,  near 
the  bouadarv  of  Wayne  county,  was  attacked 
during  his  absenoe,  near  the  middle  of  the  day, 

S'  this  party,  conaisting  of  about  fifteen,  who  shot 
r«.  Garret  in  two  places,  and  then  despatched 
ber  by  stabbing  and  scalping.  Her  two  children 
(one  aboni  three  years,  the  other  two  months) 
were  also  murdered,  and  the  eideat  scalped.  The 
house  waa  then  plundered  of  ev^rf  article  of  val- 
ue, and  set  on  fire.  A  young  man  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, bearing  the  report  of  guns,  went  imme- 
diately towuvda  the  house,  where  be  di«BOvered 
the  murdered  fiLmily.  The  flames  laving  only 
commenced,  «hay  were  extinguished,  and  he 
sprend  the  alarms  The  workmen  flrom  my  miffs 
and  a  few  others  assembled  lopai^tjie;  but,  hav- 
ing but  few  arms,  and  not  othetwise  equipped, 
th^hr  pursuit  proved  fruitless.  The  IndiAns  were 
attacked  at  far  as  the  men  dared  venture.  Their 
ooorae  was  parallel  with  the  western  branch  of 
S|)anish  creek,  which  indueee  the  belief  of  thefr 
being  Indians  of  the  lewer  tribes. 

On  this  open,  extensive,  and  entirely  onprb- 
teeted  froiktter.  the  poor  and  Innocent  Inhabitants 
haveever  been  exposed  to  these  oalamiti^^.  Rep- 
resentation after  representation  to 'the  seferai 
Qoternors  of  this  State,  of  creel  tTii  unprovoked 
murders  in  this  quarter  by  the  Indians,  have  been 
made.  A  momentary  disposition  was  mantfMed 
to  afibrd  relief;  but  a  little  time,  however, would 
elapse  before  the  alarm  woald  subside,  and  the 
sutijeot  nevermore  thought  of,  until  again  revived 
by  an  occurrence  such  as  I  ha?e  just  i«laied« 
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Dtfeai  ^  tike  aemitmli  hdkm^  fc 


To  yoU|  sir,  therefore,  the  iahftbitgats  on  cbe 
frontif r,  as  well  as  others,  through  me,  appeal 
for  some  protection.  A  small  detachment  of 
troops  upon  the  head  of  the  St.  Mary's  would 
answer  a  most  Talaable  purpose,  by  at  once  check' 
iog  the  inroads  of  the  saf  ages,  and  preventiag 
our  abandoned  and  unprotected  citizens  from  ad* 
Tentoring  into  the  Indian  coontrf  ,and  dririog  in 
herds  of  cattle. 


Copy  qf  a  UHer  from  B.  Arbuiknoi  to  the  ojficer 
eommanmng  ai  Fort  Oainea,  dated 

Okolokns  Souno,  March  3, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  am  desired  bf  Peter  Mcdaeen,  an  un- 
fortunate  lodian  chief,  who  was  some  vears  since 
obliged  to  flf  from  the  town  of  Tuciy  Batche, 
on  the  Tallspoobaich  riTer,  to  claim  of  yoar 
friendship  the  delirery  of  a  negro  man  named 
Joe,  (taken  away  from  him  since  the  peace,) 
whom  he  stated  to  be  in  Fort  Gaines.  When 
McQueen  left  Tucky  Batche,  his  property  was 
considerable,  both  in  negroea  and  cattle;  of  the 
former,  ten  grown  negroes  were  taken  b?  a  half- 
breed  man  named  Sarney,  nine  of  which,  he 
learns,  were  sold,  and  one  (a  girl)  is  still  in  poo- 
session  of  said  Barney.  Twenty  able  negroea 
were  taken  by  a  chief  named  Colonel,  or  Aochi 
Hatche,  who  acts  also  as  an  interpreter ;  and  as 
he  ne?er  had  possession  of  any  of  those  persons' 
property,  nor  eter  did  them  an  injury  to&his  know- 
ledge, he  claims,  as  a  further  proof  of  your  friend- 
ship, that  you  will  use  your  influence  in  procur- 
ing those  negroes  for  him;  and,  should  they  be 
given  up  bv  the  persons  holding  them,  there  is 
one  faithful  negro  among  them,  named  Charles, 
who  will  bring  them  to  him  at  Okolokne  rirer. 

The  American  headmen  and  officers  that  were 
accustomed  to  lire  near  him  can  testify  to  his 
civility  and  good  fellowship  with  them,  and  there 
are  none  of  them,  he  is  convinced,  that  would 
not  serve  him  if  in  their  power.  As  he  owes 
nothing,  nor  ever  took  an vperson'a  property,  none 
have  a  right  to  retain,  bis;  and  hehopea  that, 
through  your  influenee|  those  persons  now  hold^ 
^nahis  nesroes  will  be  mdoeed  to  give  them  op. 

W^hile  1  am  thus  advocating  the  cause  of  an 
onfortunau  individiial|  allow  me  to  claim  an  ax- 
tension  of  your  philanthropy  to  all  the  Indians 
within  your  circle,  by  your  representing  to  them 
the  foll^  of  their  qnarrela,  and  that  they  oughi  to 
live  quietly  and  peaceably  with  each  other. 

The  Lower  Creeks  seem  to  wish  to  live  peace- 
ably and  quietly,  and  in  good  friendship  with  the 
others ;  but  th^re  are  some  designing  and  evil- 
minded  persons,  self-interested,  who  are  endea- 
voring to  create  quarrels  between  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Creek  Indians,  contrary  to  their  interest, 
their  happiness,  and  welfare.  Booh  people  belong 
to  no  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced 
by  any  Qovernment. 

The  head  chiefs  request  I  will  inquire  of  you 
why  American  settlers  are  descending  the  Chat- 
ahoochee,  driving  the  poor  Indian  from  his  habi- 
tation, and  taking  possession  of  his  home  and 
cultivated  fields? 


Without  astkoriiy,  I  eaa  elaiia  what  <tf 
you ;  but  a  humane  and  pbilantbrapie  i^i  pud- 
wg  me,  I  hope  the  same  will  ioflaente^oi;  tid 
if  such  is  really  the  case,  and  that  tbe  lijie nuked 
out  by  the  treaty  betweea  Great  Briuiau&tke 
United  States  respecting  the  lodisD  utioailitt 
been  infringed  upon  by  the  subjeeuof  tbeUan^ 
that  you  will  represent  to  tbea  their  iaprope 
conduct,  and  prevent  its  centioasDee. 

I  hold  in  'my  jiossession  a  letter  reedred  fna 
the  Governor  or  New  Provideote,  addrond  tt 
him  by  His  Brtunnic  Majesty's  chief  Scentarj, 
informing  him  of  the  orden  giveo  to  lie  firiuik 
Ambassador  at  Washington,  to  watck  orer  (be 
intereaU  of  the  Indian  nations,  aad  see tkitdier 
righu  are  faithfully  attended  to  sad  pnteeied, 
agreeably  to  the  ueaty  of  peace  nsde  bttvai 
the  Britiah  and  Americans. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  ere  this  there  b  imved  it 
New  Providence  a  person  from  Qieti  Bniu 
with  authority  to  act  as  agent  for  the  hdiu  ot* 
tion ;  and,  if  so^  it  will  devolve  oo  him  towdii 
the  boundary  lines,  as  marked  oat  bf  thetmtf, 
are  not  infringed  upon. 

I  hope  yon  will  not  think  these  obiemuoi^ 
made  by  desire  of  the  chiefs,  any  impiopetuiei^ 
ference,  and  reqoeating  the  £ivor  of  so  aatve,! 
aiD.  respeetfuUy,  dbc. 

P.  8.  McQueen  states  that  theofiiipriQgoiikt 
negroce,  when  he  left  Tacky  Batche»  wereiera 
of  those  taken  by  Barney,  aad  oiae  of  ums 
taken  by  Auchi  Halche,  and  he  sappotei  Hef 
have  increased. 

Cepjf  of  a  tetter  from  iMUtenant  WcW*** 
fourih  injantry,  eommanding  at  Ftfi  ^■■•^*2 
gia,  to  Coimui  miHam  JRng.otofv^'^ 
xng  tkefiura  regimemt  efwfimtnfy  idd 

Mabcs  15, 1817. 
Sin:  I  enclose  for  your  informtiioftwoletten 
which  I  received  a  few  days  since,  ^^h 
William  Perry  man,  accompanied  bf  twoafi« 
lower  chiefs,  arrived  here.  He  infonni  «« ^» 
McOueen,  the  chief  mentioned  in  ooe  of  tMo; 
closed  letters,  is  at  present  one  of  the  w» 
the  hostiles ;  that  they  are  anxioo«  for  wv, «» 
have  lately  murdered  a  woman  and  iwochiWr* 
He  likewise  says  that  he  expcctt  ibe  jews  a 
George  Perry  man's  letter  is  true;  for  Ujfw  J\ 
ulks  going  through  the  towns  that  tbe  fiop' 
are  to  be  at  Okoloking  river  in  three  moo«|i 

I  have  sent  an  Indian  runner  to  Okolokio^"; 
ascertain  what  preparations  the  hostiles  arc  >" 
ing.    I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

• 

Bxtrod  of  a  ktter  fiom  Damd  B.  MM^ 
agmt  to  the  Seeretary  of  Wkr,*w 

MiLuinoaviLL^^oJ.^^ 

By  yesterday's  mail  I  received  a  ^}^^ 
Mr.  Timothy  Barnard,  who  resides  oR  FliJt«J^; 
in  the  Indian  country,  a  considerable  fl»^^^ 
below  the  agency,  in  which  he  ol»^'J[**'  -jjef* 
been  informed  two  daya  past,  from  b^ow, « 
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JPi^eol  t(f  lAe  fSRsmtiMfe  Hdioiii$^  ^ 


the  Red  Stiek  ehsi  reeidei  ihAt  a  fmrty  hts  Iwen 
lown  near  St.  Mary's,  and  mordered  a  woman 
lod  two  children,  and  broughi  off  lome  horses. 
[  have  heard  for  some  time  past  thtt  the  Red 
Stick  partf  hare  commencea  their  Red  Stick 
lancings  again,  which  is  a  proof  that  they  mean 
o  commence  hostilities.  Oar  forts,  Crawford 
ind  Gaioes,  having  been  evacaated,  I  believe,  has 
Deen  the  bause  of  the  Red  Stick  class  beginning 
igain  to  commence  hostilities.  They  think  that 
>ur  troops  were  afraid  to  continue  there." 

The  murder  of  the  woman  and  two  children, 
»poken  of  by  Mr.  Barnard,  bad  been  previously 
:ommunicated  to  me  by  the  magistrates  of  Cam- 
ien  county ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  per- 
)etrated  in  retaliation  for  the  killing  of  aa  Indian 
ibout  three  or  four  weeks  previous,  on  the  Flor- 
da  side  of  the  St.  Mary's  river,  by  some  worth- 
ess  white  men  who  reside  on  the  frontiers  of 
Sast  Florida,  and  who  live  by  plunder.  They 
lave  for  some  time  past  been  a  perfect  nuisance 

0  the  frontier  of.  Georgia  in  that  quarter ;  and 
ilthough  repeated  complaints  of  their  bad  con- 
luct  have  been  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  prov- 
oce,  yet,  either  from  the  want  of  ability  or  incli- 
latioo,  they  have  not  been  suppressed  j  but  I 
telieve  that  their  impunity  is  attributable  to  the 
irst,  viz :  inability  on  his  part  to  apprehend  and 
)aaish  them. 

The  single  fact  of  this  murder  being  easily 
iccounted  for  on  the  Indian  principle  ofretalia- 
;ioo,  I  shonld  dread  no  further  bad  eonseauences, 
'rom  it;  but  the  other  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Bar- 
lard  can  only  be  attributed  to  a  settled  plan  of 
losti/itjron  the  part  of  the  Indians, and  that  such 

1  disposition  has  been  encouraged  by  the  removal 
)f  the  troops  from  Camp  Crawford.  And  I  have 
he  more  reliance  upon  the  intelligence  as  com- 
off  from  Mr.  Barnard,  who  has  resided  nearly 
ifty  years  in  the  Indian  cotmtry^and  is  perfectly 
srell  acquainted  with  their  habits  and  customs, 
md  whose  family  connexion  fives  him  the  best 
lod  saresi  meant  of  correct  imormation* 

As  an  additional  inducement  to  this  measure,  I 
rill  farther  slate  that  I  have  received  information 
rom  other  persons  at  and  near  Fort  Gaines,  that 
.  British  agent  is  now  among  these  hostile  Indi- 
ns,  and  that  he  has  been  sending  insolent  mes- 
ages  to  the  friendljr  Indians  and  white  men 
ettled  above  the  Spanish  line,  tie  xm  also  charged 
vith  atimalatiag  the  Indians  to  their  present  hos- 
lie  aspect  j  bat,  whether  he  is  an  a^fcoowledged 
igent  of  any  foreign  Power,  or  a  mere  adrentu- 
er,  I  dq  not  pretend  to  determine,  but  am  dis- 
posed 10  believe  him  the  latter.  But  be  that  as 
t  may,  and  let  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians  proceed  from  what  it  msyi  a  moderate 
regular  force  stationed  at  Camp  Crawford^  or 
Lny  other  suitable  position  in  that  ^uarter^  will  I 
vok  confident  keep  all  quiet,  and  without  it  some 
serious  mischief  will  result.' 


bald  Clarke,  Ba«^  intendant  of  the  town  of  St. 
Mary's,  by  whion  it  appears  that  another  outrage 
of  uncommon  crueltv  has  recently  been  perpe* 
trated  by  a  partv  of  Indians  upon  the  Southern 
frontier,  near  toe  boundary  of  Wayne  county. 
They  have  massacred  a  woman  (mrs.  Qarrett) 
and  two  of  her  children;  the  motner.and  eldest 
child  were  scalped,  the  house  plundered  and 
burnL 


Exiraa-^Oen.  Cftune^to  the  SeereUary  of  War. 
Cahp  Montqomeby,  M.  T.,  April  3, 1817. 
I  received  by  the  last  mail  a  letter  from  Archi- 


MoNToomBT,  April  3, 1817. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  contains  some  addi- 
tional tafermation  upon  the  subject  of  my  com- 
munioalion  of  this  date. 
Most  respeetfully,  disc. 

EDMUND  P.  QAINBS. 

Hon.  SlOEBTART  OF  WaE. 

FOBT  QAflfSS. 

Gbmbbal  Qaikes  :  I  am  requested  by  all  the 
citizens  to  inform  yon  of  our  situation,  believing 
that  no  communication  has  been  forwarded  giv- 
ing a  detail  of  the  information  received,  our  dis- 
tress, and  the  prospect  of  approaching  destruc- 
tion. 

We  are  hourhr  told,  bv  every  source  of  infor- 
mation, by  the  friendly  Indians,  by  letters  from 
William  Ifambly  and  Edmund  Doyle,  who  re- 
side low  down  on  the  Appalachicola^  that  all  the 
lower  tribes  of  Indians  are  imbodied,  and  are 
drying  their  meats  to  come  on  to  the  attack  of 
this  post.  The  British  agent  at  Oakelockinee 
Sound  is  giving  presents  to  the  Indians.  We 
have  among  us  Indians  who  have  been  down, 
and  received  powder,  lead,  tomahawks,  knivesi 
and  a  drum  for  each  town,  with  the  royal  coat  of 
arms  painted  on  it  We  have,  at  this  time,  at 
least  five  hundred  Indians  skulking  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, within  three  or  four  miles  of  us,  who 
will  not  act  for  themselves,  and  who  are  evi- 
dently waiting  the  signal  to  strike  an  efiectnal 
blow.  They  have  stolen  almost  every  horse  be- 
longing to  the  citizens.  They  have  scared  them 
from  the  fields  which  they  have  cleared,  and 
have  taken  possession  of  their  houses.  They  are 
now  stealing  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  from  the 
Gkorgia  lines,  and  nave  killed  one  or  two  fami- 
lies on  the  St.  Tillas. 

The  citizens  have  all  assembled  near  the  fort, 
not  able  to  return  to  the  States,  nor  no  prospect 
of  making  crops.  The  Indians  have  all  returned 
to  their  towns  below  the  line,  and  this  post  is 
unable  to  remove  them.  The  troops  are  scarce 
of  provisions,  and  no  prospect  of  the  early  arrival 
of  more. 

Nothing  bot  speedy  relief,  by  troops,  can  quiet 
the  people,  or  save  this  country  from  destruction. 
Respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

A.  CULLOH. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  G,  Leftwieh,  adjutant  oeventk 
infantry,  to  General  Gaina,  dated 

Camp  Mohtoomert,  M.  T., 

July  28, 1817. 

SiB*:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  of  the  26th 
instant,  I  proceeded  to  the  Burnt  Corn  spring. 
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Afe^tee  o/ike  Siminoie  Jkdiam,  ^ 


netr  the  i^ee#here  the  r^eiit  isvrder  Was  com- 
mitted byr  an  Indian ;  and,  from  llM  1>e»t  iiifor- 
mation  received,  I  ha?a  the  honor  to  make  the 
fbtlowiiig  report: 

1.  Ic  does  not  appear  that  any  miimnderstand- 
iaff  existed  between  the  Indians  aM  the  citizen 
kiiled.  (Mr.  Glasii.) 

d.  It  apoears  that  the  lodiaas  made  the  first 
assault,  ana  that  without  any  provocation  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens. 

3.  F-rpm  the  ioiormatioa  received,  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Glass  heard  foor  or  fiv'ecnaf  fire  arirme 
short  distance  from  his  h^Htse^  Ha  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Indians  were  doiitt  aoaae 
mischief,  and  went  out  for  the  parpm  or  ae€er- 
taining  what  tbie  ibring  Was  at.  lie  had  pro- 
ceeded but  a  short  disrinee  when  he  dttcovered 
an  Indian  woman;  he  went  towards  her,  and 
inquired  if  she  knew  who  it  was  thai  was  shtiot- 
ing  i  she  made  him  no  answer ;  he  aslted  her  sev- 
eral  times,  and  received  no  answer.  She  said 
something,  and  an  Indian  that  was  concealed  in 
the  bushesy  not  more  than  fifteen  steps  from  Mr. 
QIass,  rose  uj^  and  shot  him  through  the  body. 
He  snapped  his  gun  at  the  Indian,  who  immedi- 
ately rah  001  He  then  fired  at  the  woman  as  she 
was  running  after  the  man^  but  does  not  know 
whether  he  silled  her  or  not^  His  wound  being 
very  painful,  he  dropped  his  gun  and  shot-bag, 
and  attempted  to  return  home.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  three  hundred  yards  when  he 
fainted,  and  remained  until  found  hj  a  traveller. 
This  was  on  Saturday,  and  he  died  Sunday 
morning,  leaving  a  widow  and  eight  children  to 
lament  his  untimely  death.  He  Was  a  man  who 
supported  a  good  character  in  his  neighborhood, 
thoush  in  liinited  circumstances.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  there  was  a  cow  found  near  the  place 
where  Mr.  Glass  was  shot,  with  four  balls  shot 
through  her. 

4.  There  was  only  one  Indian  man  seen  by  Mr. 
Glassy  but  from  the  circumstances  o(  his  hear- 
ing four  SUDS,  and  the  cow  being  found  near  that 
place  with  four  balls  shot  through  her,  induces  a 
belief  that  he  had  several  companions  with  him, 
although  they  were  not  seen  by  Mr.  Glass,  From 
the  report  of  the  friendly  Indians,  it  is  believed 
they  are  fifty  or  sixty  in  number,  and  that  they 
have  returned  to  the  camp  on  Pine  Barren  creek, 
occupied  by  them  at  the  time  they  murdered 
Johnson  and  Magasky,as  a  part  of  them  were  met 
.liy  several  persons  near  the  Pine  Barren  spriog  a 
few  days  after  the  murder  was  committed. 

Colonel  Dale's  party  pursued  them  to  their 
camp  on  the  Sapnalogas,  but  found  it  deserted 
apparentlv  several  days.  They  have  several 
small  fielas  of  corn  growing  at  the  place.  From 
the  sign  left,  it  is  believed  they  have  a  number  of 
horses,  and  some  of  tbe  largest  description.  The 
Indian  who  acted,  as  guide  states  they  have  at 
this  time  a  negro  boy  find  a  horse  beldndng  to 
Johnson  and  M&gasky.  It  appears  to  be  tne  pre- 
vailingf  opinion  among  the  inhabitants  that  they 
may  be  foutid  en  Pine  Barren  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  ye^  most  obedient 
servant. 


Cawf  MoHToaifiWT,  M  T., 

Augnti  SS,  1817. 

Having^  received  several  communieations  from 
persons  settled  upon  the  public  land,  within  the 
tract  acquired  by  the  treaty  at  Fort  Jackson,  con- 
taining general  accusations  against  the  Indians; 
that  they  had  killed  cattle  and  hogs,  and  stolen 
corn,  dtc..  from  the  inhabitants,  and  reqoestiag 
the  interposition  of  military  authority,  I  hare 
uniformly  referred  them  to  tb«  civil  magistrates, 
because  I  have  in  no  instance  during  the  present 
vear  heard  of  anything  like  an  asembiaee  of 
force  among  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory. Nor  cootd  I  see  any  reason  why  persons 
who  bad  obtruded  themselves  upon  (he  public 
land,  and  contrary  to  law,shotfTd  be  allowed  mil- 
itary protection  against  the  petty  oflfenccs  of  whiek 
these  people  comjplained.  especially  as  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  civil  authonty  bad  been  opposed 
nor  cfven  resf^rted  to  by  the  complainants. 

The  i^nclosure,  marked  A,  contains  a  copy  of, 
my  reply  to  the  inhabitants  of  Murder  Creek, 
and  in  this  you  will  find  the  substance  of  my 
other  replies,  both  written  and  Yerbd.  Since 
the  date  of  this  reply,  and,  ais  I  hare  reason  to 
believe,  some  days  after  it  reached  ihe  settloient 
of  Murder  Creek,  a  Mr.  Glass,  near  that  place, 
was  killed  by  an  Indian,  who  was  said  lo  be  ac- 
companied by  three  others. 

On  receiving  this  information.  I  immediatelj 
despatched  a  discreet  officer.  Lieutenant  Left- 
wich,  to  ascertain  the  particulars  of  the  outrage, 
with  a  view  to  send  a  party  in  pursoft  of  the 
ofienders,  in  case  they  should  not  nave  been  ar- 
rested by  the  civil  authority. 

A. 

To  the  ilnhahUanU  of  Murder  Cre^Akbama,  Ter- 

ritory* 

HEAi»a^%  CaiiP  MamreoiiBBTi  BL  T., 

.^12,1817. 

Ginf tiattaii  t  I  have  received  yoor  evnnrani- 
cation  of  the  81st  of  last  month,  staUag  that  the 
lodrans  residing  <ipott  the  Conaka  had  ktHed 
cattle  and  hogs  belonging  to  the  iniiabitants  of 
Murder  Greek,  and  hsra  broke  into  their  houses, 
and  taken  from  them  some  proTisions,  com,  &c. 

lb  reply)  t  have  to  observe,  t%ac  all  ladtans 
#ithih  the  liitely  ircquired  territory  are  ara^a^ 
ble  to  onr  lai^s,  and  may  be  prosecuted  for  the 
ofibnces  of  which  you  complain,  In  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  white  inhabitants. 

The  htifds  cultivated  by  friendly  InAaoa  with- 
in the  ceded  territory  have  been  resarretf  Bud. 
goarantSed  to  them  by  treaty ;  and  by  a  Itte  act 
of  Congress,  the  agent  of  Indian  affairs  has  been 
Authorized  fo  Settle  the  respective  claims  to  anck 
reservations.  Until  this  is  efl^cted,  tfrere  exists 
no  where  any  sort  of  antbority  to  drive  ofl'soeh 
Indiai|s  settled  upan  the  public  land. 

iulovernof  Mitchell,  the  agent,  will  in  a  short 
time  Vnter  upon  the  examination  and  adjustment 
t>f  those 'Claims. 
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The  disposition  whieh  yoo  hare  manifested  to 
atntaln  from*  "rash  measores"  towards  those  In- 
dians, affords  ground  to  hope  that,  Tiewing  them 
•s  a  part  of  the  hamao  tamilyi  possessioff  the 
right  of  residing  among  os,  you  will  make  allow- 
ance for  their  ignorance  and  their  wants,  which 
are  calcalated  rather  to  awaken  our  commisera- 
tion than  to  excite  in  us  a  spirit  of  hostility  to- 
wards them. 

That  you  may  have  peace  and  prosperity 
throughout  ^our  settlement,  is  the  sincere  wish 
of  your  ohedient  serrant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINfiS. 


Extraei  of  a  ktter  from  My  or  Tlngge  to  General 

Gttinee,  dated 

FoBT  ScoTT,  September  17, 1817. 

Tour  eommuBicatien  to  the  Indians  on  the 
east  aide  of  Flint  rirer  was  read  and  explained  to 
the  prineipAl  chief  of  the  Mickasokles,  the  6th  of 
this  montli.  He  promised  to  give  an  answer  in 
ten  daya  at  farthest.  I  have  detained  the  express 
until  this  time,  in  expectation  of  sending  it  on 
^y  him,  but  hare  been  disappointed.  I  have  not 
leard  from  them  since.  The  interpreter  in- 
brmed  me  the  principal  warriors  were  absent 
irhen  he  was  there,  but  what  were  present  said 
hey  never  heard  of  Indians  beins  given  up  to 
«  punished  by  the  whites;  that  they  had  heard 
»f  their  being  sometimes  killed  by  themselves, 
br  offences  committed,  but  seemed  to  think  that 
^ving  them  up  was  out  of  the  question ;  but 
aid  they  Would  have  a  meeting,  and  would 
inswer  the  letter  in  a  few  days.  As  they  have 
)ot  done  so,  I  think  but  one  construction  can  be 
pat  on  their  conduct.  The  young  seemed  to  dis- 
ike  the  communication  very  much ;  and  when 
Qreeory  was  about  leaving  the  town,  he  offered 
Ills  hand  to  an  Indian,  who  held  out  his  with  a 
^nife  in  it,  and  refused  to  shake  hands  with  him. 
fie  staid  so  short  a  time  among  them,  that  it  was 
mpossible  for  him  to  ^Ive  mueh  information  re- 
ipecting  them.  Captam  Donoho  has  returned ; 
le  has  been  sick  in  Hartford,  which  was  the  cause 
>f  his  delay.  On  his  return  the  Indians  were  very 
ude  to  him,  and  freooently  threatened  his  guide, 
md  onoe  caught  hold  of  the  Captain's  bridle  in  a 
hreateniog  manner. 


Eatraet  if  a  ktUrfoom  Oeneral  Gamee  to  the  Seere^ 

tary  of  War^  dated 

Camp  Montgombrt,  M.  T., 

October  1, 1817. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lajr  before  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  chiefs  of 
ten  of  the  Seminole  towns,  in  reply  to  my  demand 
for  the  delivery  of  the  murderers  of  our  citizens. 

By  this  communication  it  appcon  that,  instead 
of  a  compliance  with  my  demand,  the  chiefs  have 
set  up  a  claim  against  us  for  the  lives  of  three 
Indians,  for  whom  they  aUege  they  have  not  yet 

*  The  inhabitants  premifnd  not  to  resort  to  *'  mdk 

iirsB." 
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taken  satisfaction.  They  charge  us  with  having 
killed  ten  of  their  warriors,  and,  claiming  a  baC 
ance  of  three  to  be  doe  them,  they  admit,  by  ne- 
cessary implication,  that  they  have  killed  seven 
of  our  eitizensr 

They  acknowledge  the  murder  of  a  woman 
(Mrs.  Garret)  and  her  two  children.  But  the 
chiefs  attempt  to  justify  this  act  upon  the  ground 
that  the  warriors  who  committed  the  outrage  bad 
just  before  lost  some  friends;  had  entered  our 
settlements  to  take  satisfaction;  found  at  the 
house  of  Gtrret  a  kettle  belonging  to  the  Indiana 
who  had  been  killed,  and  from  this  circumstance 
supposed  the  murder  had  been  committed  by  the 
'*  husband  of  the  woman ;"  they  therefore  kiUed 
her  and  her  two  children  1  i 

By  a  letter  from  Major  Twiggs,  the  command^ 
ant  of  Fort  Scott,  I  learn  that  he  had  been  warn* 
ed,  some  weeks  past,  by  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  Fowltowoi  (nfteen  miles  above  the  fort,  and 
twenty  above  the  national  boundary,)  not  to  cnt 
another  stick  on  the  east  side  of  the  Flint  rivers 
adding,  that  the  land  was  his,  and  ha  was  directod 
by  the  Powers  above  to  protect  and  defend  it,  and 
should  do  so;  and  il  would  be  seen  talking  ooaWI 
not  frighten  him.  Major  Twiggsadda,  he  had  not 
seen  tlie  chielUwr  anjr  of  hie  people^  sinca  he  made 
this  threat.  The  Msjor  states,  in  another  letter^ 
that  this  town  had  been  detected  in  stealing  one 
hundred  head  of  cattle  in  one  drove,  all  of  whieh 
they  had  killed. 


Majw  Twigge  to  General  Gainee,  doted 
FoBT  Scott,  September  18, 1817. 
Since  I  started  the  express  this  morning,  the  f  n- 
diaas  have  delivered  the  enclosed  letter  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

To  the  eommanding  i^fieer  at  Fort  Henokine. 

Septbubbb,  the  11th  day,  1817. 

Dbab  Sib  :  Since  the  last  war,  after  yon  sent 
word  we  must  quit  the  war,  we,  the  red  people^ 
have  come  over  on  this  side.  The  white  people 
have  carried  all  the  red  people's  cattle  off.  After 
the  war,  I  sent  to  all  my  people  to  let  whitf  peo- 
ple alone,  and  stay  on  this  side  of  the  river  an4 
they  did  so ;  but  the  white  people  still  continue 
to  carry  off  their  cattle.  Barnard's  son  was  here, 
and  I  inquired  of  him  what  was  to  be  done ;  and 
he  said  we  most  go  to  the  head  man  of  the  white 
people;  and  complain.  I  did  -so,  and  there  was 
no  beand  white  man,  and  there  was  no  law  in  this 
case.  The  whites'first  began,  and  there  is  no- 
thing said  about  that^  but  great  complaiat  made 
about  what  the  Indians  do.  This  is  now  three 
years  since  the  white  people  killed  three  Indians^ 
Sinee  that  they  have  killed  three  other  Iodian& 
and  taken  their  horses,  and  what  they  had ;  and 
this  Soinmeir  they  killed  three  more;  and  very 
lately  they  killed  one  more.  We  sent  word  to 
the  white  people  that  these  murders  were  done, 
and  the  answer  was,  that  tbey  were  people  that 
were  outlaws,  and  we  oaght  to  go  and  kill  them* 
The  white  people  killed  our  people  first,  the  In* 
dians  then  took  satisihction.  There  are  yet  three 
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men  that  the  red  people  hare  nerer  taken  tatie- 
faction  for.  Too  have  wrote  that  there  were 
iiooses  bornt,  but  we  know  of  no  saeh  thing  be- 
inff  done;  the  truth,  in  soch  eases,  ooght  to  be 
told ;  but  this  appears  otherwise.  On  that  side 
of  the  rirer  the  wnite  people  faaTe  killed  fire  In- 
dians; but  there  is  nothing  said  about  that,  and 
all  that  the  Indians  hare  done  is  brought  up.  All 
the  misehief  the  white  people  hare  done  ought 
to  be  told  to  their  head  man*  When  there  is  any- 
thing done  you  write  to  us,  but  never  write  to 
your  head  man  what  the  white  people  do.  When 
the  red  people  send  talks,  or  write,  they  always 
aend  the  truth.  You  hare  sent  to  us  for  your 
horses,  and  we  sent  all  that  we  could  find ;  but 
there  were  some  dead;  it  appears  that  all  the 
misehief  is  laid  on  this  towui  out  all  the  mischief 
that  has  been  done  by  this  town  is  two  horses ; 
one  of  them  is  dead,  and  the  other  was  sent  back. 
The  cattle  that  we  were  accused  of  taking,  were 
eattle  that  the  white  people  took  from  us;  cnir 
young  men  went  out  and  brought  them  back, 
with  the  same  marks  and  brands.  There  were 
some  of  our  young  men  out  huotin|p,  and  they 
were  killed ;  others  went  to  take  aatasfaetioni  and 
the  kettle  of  one  of  the  men  that  was  killed  was 
found  in  the  house  where  the  woman  and  two 
children  were  killed ;  and  they  supposed  it  had 
been  her  husband  who  had  killed  the  Indians, 
and  took  their  satisfaction  there.  We  are  accused 
of  killing  up  Americans,  and  so  on ;  but  since  the 
word  was  sent  to  us  that  pdce  was  made,  we 
stay  steady  at  home,  and  meddle  with  no  person. 
You  hare  sent  to  us  respecting  the  blaek  people 
on  the  Suwtnee  ri?er;  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  They  were  put  there  by  the  Bng- 
lisb,  and  to  them  you  ought  to  apply  for  anything 
about  them.  We  do  not  wish  our  country  deso- 
lated by  in  army  passins  through  it,  for  the  con- 
cern of  other  people.  The  Indians  bare  slares 
there  also— a  great  many  of  them.  When  we 
have  an  opportunity  we  shall  apply  to  the  Eng- 
lish for  them,  but  we  cannot  get  them  now.  This 
is  what  we  hare  to  say  at  present. 
Sir,  I  conclude  by  subscribing  myself,  4bc. 

P.  S.  There  are  ten  towns  hare  read  this  letter, 
and  this  is  the  answer. 


Eifract  of  a  idler  from  George  Grokmrn,  aeikig 
Searetani  of  War,  to  Breoei  Mafor  General  J53- 
mtintf  P.  Gainee,  Fori  Hawkim,  Georgia,  dated 

OcTOBBH  ao,  1817, 
I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yoor  letter  of  the  1st  insunt,  corering  a  copy  of 
the  reply  which  was  made  by  ten  of  the  Semi- 
nole towns,  to  the  demand  made  by  vou  on  them 
for  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  or  some  of  our 
citizens. 

These  papers  hare  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  I  em  instructed  by  him  to  inform  you 
that  he  approres  of  the  morement  of  the  troops 
from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fori  Scott ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  additional  force,  he  flatters  him- 
self, will  at  least  hare  the  effect  of  restraining 
me  Seminoles  from  committing  further  depreda- 


tions, and  nerhaps  of  indiieiiis  tkem  to  make 
reparation  (or  the  murders  which  they  hare  com- 
mitted. Should  ther,  howerer*  peraerere  in  their 
refusal  to  make  such  reparation,  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  President  that  yon  should  not,  o«  that  ac- 
count, pass  the  line,  and  make  an  attack  n^a 
them  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  luitil  yon  shall 
hare  receired  instructions  from  this  Depart- 
ment. 

You  are  authorized  to  remove  the  Indians  still 
remaining  on  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  made 
by  Qeneral  Jackson  with  the  Creeks;  and,  it 
doing  so,  it  may  be  proper  to  retain  acme  of  them 
as  hosta^  until  reparation  may  be  made  for  the 
depredations  which  hare  been  committed.  On 
this  subject,  howereri  as  well  as  to  the  aaaner  of 
remorihg  them,  you  will  ezereiae  yoor  diseiedon. 
Mcintosh,  and  tne  other  chiefs  of  the  Creek  aatioa, 
who  were  here  some  time  since,  espcessed  thea, 
decidedly,  their  unwillingaeas  to  permit  any  of 
the  hostile  Indiana  to  return  to  their  mtioa. 

P.  8.  The  authority  to  ffcmore  the  ledianswiiii 
of  course^  not  eztend  to  those  Ittdinoa  aad  their 
families  who  hare  claims  to  reservatioos  of  lands 
under  the  treaty. 


Extract  ef  Utter  from  General  Gedmea  to  ike  tevfo- 

ryofWar. 

Cbataboocbbk,  November  9,1817. 

From  rarious  reports  from  the  Scsunole  In- 
dians I  can  only  learn  that  they  are  dclennied 
to  deltrer  up  none  of  their  offiendcwa;  nor  wiM 
they  restore  stolen  nroperty,  except  one  town,  the 
Mickasukeea,  the  chief  of  which  professes  io  be 
friendly.  By  the  enclosed  letter  froes  Major 
Twiggs  it  appears  that  they  are  detenniaed  to 
attack  us  as  soon  as  we  pai*s  Flint  rirer;  aod  that 
ther  hare  two  thousand  seren  hondied  warriors. 
Although  I  feel  little  faith  in  their  threats.  «nd 
beliere  their  numbers  to  be  orerrated,yet  I  deem 
it  proper  to  be  prorided  with  additional  force.  I 
hare  therefore  requested  of  his  ezeelleaey  the 
Qorernor  of  Qeorgia  a  raiment  of  tnfaatiT  and 
a  squadron  of  caralry,  which,  he  has  iaformed 
me,  are  held  in  readiness  to  march. 


Eatraet  ef  a  letter  from  General  Bdmmnd  P.  Gamm 
h  Mbffer  General  Andreto  Jarkwom 

HBADo'na,  Fort  Gainbs,  Qbobou, 

November  9, 1817. 

Prerious  to  my  learinx  the  Coroka  I  ascertain- 
ed that  the  accounts  I  had  receired  respecting 
the  Seminole  Indians  beiog  at  Pensaeola  were 
incorrect,  and  that  the  number  of  lodiaas  of  dif- 
ferent tribes  there  did  not  exceed  what  had  heea 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  This  statemeat 
was  soon  after  confirmed  br  Mr.  Denson  aad  the 
interpreter  Cornels.  The  latter,  howerer,  slates 
that  oe  had  seen  and  conrersed  with  the  hostile 

J  arty  of  Ochu  warriors,  part  of  whom  killed 
ohaston,  and  Magasky,  and  Mr.  Qlass.  They 
now  consist  of  about  thirty  warriors^  or  thiity- 
fire.  They  were,  a  few  days  past,  at  the  moutk 
of  Yellow  Water;    had  sereral  stolen   h^ 
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which  they  offered  for  sale,  aad  declared  their  de* 
termination  to  be  always  hostile  towards  our 
citizens. 

From  Major  Twiggs  I  learn  that  he  has  receir- 
ed  information,  npon  which  he  places  reliance, 
that  the  Indians  hare  recently  had  a  meeting  at 
the  Mickasokee  town,  of  near  two  thousand  se? en 
hundred  warriors,  when  it  was  deiermiDened 
they  would  attack  us  as  soon  as  we  should  cross 
the  Flint  ri?er.  Although  I  put  little  faith  in 
these  threats,  and  belie?e  their  numbers  to  be 
overraledf  yet  I  deem  it  proper,  keeping  an  eye 
to  the  safe  side,  to  be  provioed  with  additional 
force ;  ftud  hare  therefore  desired  the  Gh>?ernor 
of  Georgia  to  send  me  the  regiment  of  infantry 
and  squadron  of  eatalry  held  in  readiness  for 
thst  purpose :  for,  in  a  war  with  savajg^es,  I  think 
little  should  be  hazarded ;  aa  every  little  advan- 
tage which  we  suffer  them  to  acquire  tends  to 
add,  in  sin  eittraordinary  degress  to  their  strength 
afiaconfidence« 

Ssfirati  ^  a  Idter  from  Gaurai  Omna  U  Mi^or 
Gtmtoi  Anottw  •/acAiOfi* 

Fort  Soott,  Qioroia, 

Novefnber  21, 1817. 

The  first  brigade  arrived  at  this  place  on  the 
19th  instant*  I  had  previously  sent  an  Indian 
runner  to  notify  the  Arst  town  chief,  £-me4ie* 
maut-by,  of  mv  arrival,  and  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain whether  nis  hostile  temper  had  abated.  re« 
quested  him  to  visit  me.  He  replied,  that  he  had 
already  said  to  the  commanding  officer  here  all 
he  had  to  say.  and  he  would  not  come. 

He  had  warned  Major  Twig|[s  not  to  cross  or 
cut  a  stick  of  wood  on  the  east  side  of  Flint  river, 
alleging  that  the  land  was  his;  that  he  was  di- 
rected, hy  the  Poweis  above  and  below,  to  protect 
and  defend  it,  and  should  do  so.  This  being  the 
talk  referred  to^  and  his  town  having  continued 
to  be  hostile  ever  since  the  last  war,  havioj^  par- 
ticipated, as  the  friendly  Indians  assert,  in  the 
predatory  war  carried  on  for  some  lime  past 
against  the  Ckorgia  frontier,  1  yesterday  detached 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  (supposed  to  be  about 
the  strength  of  tbe  town,)  under  the  command  of 
Major  Twiggs,  with  orders  to  bring  me  the  chief 
and  warriors,  and,  in  the  event  of  resistancse,  to 
treat  them  as  enemies. 

The  detachment  arrived  at  the  town  early  this 
morning,  and  were  insuntly  fired  upon,  but  with- 
out effect  The  fire  was  briskly  returned  by  the 
detachment,  and  the  Indians  put  to  fiight,  with 
the  loss  of  four  warriors  slain;  and,  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  many  were  wounded. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  add,  that  a  wo- 
man was  accidentally  shot,  with  some  warriors, 
in  the  act  of  forcing  their  way  through  our  line, 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  their  flight. 
The  unfortunate  woman  had  a  blanket  fastened 
around  her,  (as  many  of  the  warriors  had,)  which, 
amidst  the  smoke  in  which  they  were  enveloped, 
Tendered  it  impossible,  aa  I  am  assured  by  the 
officers  prewnt,  to  disdngaish  her  from  the  war- 
riors. 


Among  the  articles  found  in  the  house  of  the 
chief,  was  a  British  uoiform  coat,  (scarlet,)  with 
a  pair  of  gold  epaulettes,  and  a  certificate  Jigned 
by  a  British  captain  of  marines,  "  Robert  White, 
Jn  the  absence  of  Colonel  NichoHs,"  stating  that 
the  chief  had  always  been  a  true  and  faithful 
friend  to  the  British. 

The  reports  of  friendly  Indians  concur  ia  esti* 
mating  the  number  of  hostile  warriors,  including 
tbe  Red  Sticks  and  Seminoles,  at  more  than  two 
thousand,  besides  the  blacks,  amounting  to  near 
four  hundred  men,  and  increasing  by  runaways 
from  Georgia.  They  have  been  promised,  as 
several  Indians  inform  me,  assistance  from  the 
British  at  New  Providence.  This  promise, 
though  Blade  by  Woodbine,  is  relied  on  by  most 
of  the  Seminole  Indians.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but 
they  will  sue  for  peace,  as  soon  as  they  find  their 
hopes  of  British  aid  to  be  without  fooadatioa. 

MsOraH  •fa  Idkr  fitm  OminU  Oainm  Is  lAe 

Inuttfaia  of  War. 

FORT  SeOTT,  GlOROIA, 

November  2e^  1817. 
With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  strenffth  of  the 
hostile  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fowl  Town,  and 
to  reconnoitre  the  adjscent  country,  I,  a  few  days 
past,  detached  Lieutenant  Colonel  Arbuckle,  with 
three  hundred  officers  and  men.  The  colonel  re- 
ports that  the  Indians  had  placed  themselves  in  a 
swamp,  out  of  which  about  sixty  warriors  made 
their  appearance  near  the  town,  and,  with  the 
war-wnoop,  commenced  a  brisk  fire  upon  our 
troops,  which  they  returned  in  a  spirited  manner. 
The  ffre  continued  but  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, 
when  tbe  Indians  were  silenced,  and  retired  into 
the  swamp,  with  a  loss,  which  the  colonel  esti- 
mates at  stx  or  eight  killed,  and  a  greater  number 
wounded.  We  had  one  man  killed,  and  two 
wounded. 


DfiPARTHBNT  OP  War,  Dec  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  ult.  advising  of  the 
eall  on  tbe  Governor  of  Georgia  to.assenibla  the 
auxiliary  force,  which  had  baaa  previously  i»* 
quired  by  you,  at  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  86tn  oi- 
tAmO|  has  been  received. 

It  IS  hoped  that  the  letter  addressed  to  you  froaa 
thia  Department,  on  the  30th  of  Oclobar,  will 
have  been  received,  and  that  you  wiU  ooafina 
your  operations  to  the  objects  stated  in  that  comr 
munlcation,  and  to  such  a  disposiuoa  of  the  fa»- 
ular  force  under  your  command  as  will  deter  the 
Seminole  Indians  from  making  further  depreda* 
tiona  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia. 

The  state  of  our  negotiations  with  Spaini  and 
the  temper  manifested  bv  the  principal  Bnropean 
Powers,  make  it  impoliuc.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  to  aMve  a  force  at  this  ttme,  into  the 
Spanish  possessions,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
chastisiog  the  Seminoles  for  depredations  which 
have  heretofore  been  committed  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4c.  .,,*.. 

GEO.  GRAHAM. 

.Major  Gen.  Roiioiid  P.  GaiRaa. 
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Dtftai  tjfihe  BtiminiiiiU  htdtam,  ^. 


Ometal  (kdnu  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

HaADa'BB,  Fort  Scott,  Gboroia, 

December  2, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  hoDor  to  receive,  on  the  36th 
ultimo,  your  eommuiiieatioD  of  the  90th  October. 
I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  the  President  ap- 
proTee  of  my  moremcnt;  But  I  moch  regret 
that  his  just  expectations,  as  to  the  effect  there 
was  reason  to  beliere  would  be  produced  on  the 
minds  of  the  Indians,  by  this  moTcment,  hare 
not  been  realized.  I  am  now  quite  conTineed 
that  the  hostility  of  these  Indians  is,  and  has  long 
aittce  been,  of  so  deep  a  character^  as  to  leave  no 
ground  to  calculate  upon  tranquillity,  or  the  future 
security  of  our  frontier  settlements,  until  the  towns 
flouth  and  east  of  this  place  shall  receive  a  signal 
proof  of  ability  and  witlingnesa  to  retaliate  for 
every  outrage.  It  is  now  my  painful  duty  to 
report  an  affair  of  a  more  serious  and  decisive 
RAture  than  has  heretofore  oecurred,  and  which 
leaves  no  doubt  of  the  neceseity  of  an  immediate 
application  of  force  and  active  measures  on  our 
part.  A  large  party  of  Seminole  Indians,  on  the 
3fkh  ultimo,  iormed  in  ambuscade,  upon  the 
Appalachicola  river,  a  mile  below  the  junction  of 
the  Flint  and  Chatahoochee,  attacked  one  of  our 
1x>ats.  ascending  the  river  near  the  shore,  and 
killed.  WQundei^and  took,  the  greater  part  of  the 
detacnmeot,  consisting  of  forty  men,  commanded 
bv  Lieutenant  IL  W*  Scott  of  the  7ih  infantry. 
There  were  also  on  board,  killed  or  taken,  seven 
women,  the  wives  of  soldiers.  Six  men  of  the 
detachment  only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were 
wounded.  They  report  that  the  strength  of  the 
current,  at  the  point  of  attack,  had  obliged  the 
lieutenant  to  keep  his  boat  near  the  shore ;  that 
the  Indians  had  formed  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  were  not  discovered  until  their  fire 
commenced  i  in  the  first  vollev  of  which  Lieuten- 
ant Scott  and  his  most  valuable  men  fell.  The 
lieutenant  and  his  party  had  been  sent  from  this 
place,  some  davs  before,  to  assist  Major  Muhlen- 
Durg  in  ascenoing  the  river  with  three  vessels 
laden  with  military  stores,  brought  from  Mont- 
gomery and  Mobue.  The  Major,  instead  of 
retaining  the  party  to  assist  him,  as  I  had  advised, 
(see  the  enclosure  No.  1,)  retained  only  about 
twenty  men  i  and,  in  their  place,  put  alike  num- 
ber of  sick,  with  the  women,  and  some  regimental 
elolhlog.  The  boat  thus  ladened  was  deuehed 
atone  for  this  place.  It  is  due  to  Blajor  Mublen- 
borg  to  observe,  that,  at  the  time  he  deUched  the 
boat,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  he  was  not  apprited 
d  any  recent  hostilities  having  uken  place  in 
this  quarter.  It  appears,  however,  from  Lteuten* 
ittt  Scott^s  letter,  received  about  the  hour  he  was 
attacked,  (endosnre  No.  2,}  that  he  had  been 
warned  of  the  danger.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  I  had  two  boats  filled  up  with  covers,  and 
with  port-holea  for  defence  ;  and  detached  Capt. 
CilBOh,  with  an  officer  and  forty  men,  with  an 
order  to  secure  the  movement  of  Lieut.  Scott,  and 
then  to  assist  Major  Muhlenburg;  this  detachment 
embarked  late  in  theevening  of  the  30tb,  and  must 
have  passed  the  scene  of  notion  below  at  night, 


and  some  hours  aAer  the  affair  tefmintted.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  from  Captain  Glioeh;  I  sbill 
immediately  strengthen  the  detachment  toder 
Major  Muhlenburg  with  another  bott  teenred 
against  the  enemy's  fire.  He  will,  therefore, 
move  up  with  safety,  keeping  near  the  middle  o( 
the  river ;  I  shall,  moreover,  take  a  position,  witk 
my  principal  force,  at  the  junction  of  the  riTen, 
near  the  line ;  and  shall  attack  any  force  ihit 
may  attempt  to  intercept  onr  vessels  and  toppiies 
below  ;  as  I  feel  persuaded  the  order  of  the  Pres> 
ident,  prohibiting  an  attack  upon  the  loditns  b^ 
low  the  line,  has  reference  only  to  the  put,  lod 
not  to  the  present  or  future  outrages,  soeb  n  the 
one  just  now  perpetrated,  and  such  u  shtll  place 
our  troops  strictly  within  the  pale  of  aatonl  liv, 
when  self  defence  H  sanctioned  bv  the  pririlece 
of  self  preservation.  The  wounded  men  who 
made  their  escape  concur  in  the  opiaion,  thattfiej 
had  seen  upwards  of  five  hundrM  hostile  IndiiB 
warriors  at  different  places  below  the  poiot  of 
attack ;  of  the  force  engaged,  they  differ  in  opjoioo, 
bat  ail  agree  that  the  number  was  rery  cootider- 
able,  extending  about  one  hundred  and  fiftyyirdi 
along  the  shore,  in  the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  thick 
woods,  I  am  assured  by  the  friendlf  chief. tkit 
the  hostile  warriors  of  every  town  upon  theCktt* 
ahoochee  prepared  canoes  and  poshed  off  don 
the  rirer  to  join  the  Seminoles,  as  soon  ai  tie 
account  of  my  movement  from  the  Alabiai 
reached  them. 

The  Indians,  now  remaining  upon  the  Cbttt' 
hoochee,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  well  du- 
posed.  One  of  the  new  settlers,  bowerer,  hu 
recently  been  killed;  but  it  has  been  cleirlj 
proved  that  the  murderer  had  belonged  to  t/ie 
hostile  party.  The  friendly  chiefs  in  the  oeish* 
borhood,  when  apprized  of  the  morder,i9feabled 
a  party  and  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  oifcoder;  ud 
followed  him  to  Flint  river,  on  the  roote  to  Mick- 
asukee,  whither  he  escaped.  Orrisbajo,  and  sev- 
eral other  friendly  chiefs,  have  offered  tnethetr 
services,  with  tbeir  warriors,  to  go  sgaiast  ue 
Seminoles.  I  have  promised  to  give  them  aotice 
of  the  time  that  may  be  fiied  for  my  deptrtufc, 
and  then  to  accept  their  services.  The  enelosnte 
(No  8)  contains  the  substance  of  what  I  bt^ 
said  to  the  chiefs  who  have  visited  me,  serew 
of  whom  reside  sooth  of  the  Spanish  Itne  in 
west  of  the  Appalachicola  river.  It  was  ezpectM 
by  the  chieft,that  I  should  communicate  totufi 
my  views  and  wishes.  I  felt  authorlxed  totfT 
but  little,  and  I  deemed  it  necessary,  in  wbtti 
should  say,  to  endeavor  to  counteract  the  erro- 
neous impressions  by  which  they  hare  beeano- 
led  by  pretended  British  agents.  I  hope  ibe  Pres* 
ident  will  see,  in  what  I  have  said,  notbiaf  » 
disapprove.  I  feel  persuaded  a  report  oftU^ 
rious  talks,  which  I  received  from  the  ciiefi, 
would  show  the  propriety  of  what  I  haresttd  to 
them ;  such  a  report  I  have  not  a  momeat's  tita* 
now  to  make.  The  Indians  are,  at  thia  moatf S 
jlring  at  our  camp  from  the  opposite  line  of  ^* 
river.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

EDMUND  P.  QAINBS, 
Maj.  Gen.  &y  Brevet,  commMm- 
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D^MKt  if  the  Smdtude  hdiam,  ^. 


No.1. 


Oencfd/ 


to  Miliar  Mukienhirg. 

Port  Scott,  Nov.  1817. 

Sir  :  The  waters  baviDg  riiea  sufficiently  high 
to  enable  you  to  ascend  the  river  with  all  the 
vessels,  I  wish  you  to  do  so,  though  it  should  take 
longer  than  I  had  anticipated.  Von  can  avail 
yourself  of  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Scptt's  detach- 
ineot  to  expedite  your  moTements  hither.  Keep 
your  vessels  near  to  each  other ;  and  should  you 
meet  with  any  insuperable  obstacle,  endeavor  to 
apprise  me  thereof,  and  you  shall  have  additional 
relief.  Wishing  to  see  you  soon  with  your  fleet, 
I  remain  yours,  dbc.        E.  P.  QAINES. 


Spahisb  BLUFff,  iVot^.  28, 1817. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  Major  Muh* 
lenburg's  communication,  .which  he  directs  me 
to  forward  to  vou  by  express  from  this  place. 
Mr.  Hambly  intorms  me  tnat  Indians  are  assem- 
bliog  at  the  junction  of  the  river,  where  they 
intend  to  male  a  stand  against  those  vessels 
coming  up  the  river  j  should  this  be  the  case,  I 
am  not  able  to  make  a  stand  against  them.  My 
command  does  not  exceed  forty  men,  and  one  half 
sick,  and  without  arms.  I  leave  this  immediately. 
I  am,  &c.  R.  W..  SCOTT, 

Lteutenant  1th  Infantry, 

NoTB.— The  bearer  of  this  is  entitled  to  three 
dollars  on  delivering  this  letter.  The  Indians 
have  a  report  here  that  the  Indians  have  beaten 
the  white  people. 

Cbibfb  AMD  Warriors  :  The  President  of  tho 
United  States  has  been  informed  of  the  murders 
and  thefts  committed  by  the  hostile  ladians  ia 
this  part  of  the  coiwtry.  He  has  authorized  Qen- 
eral  Jackson  to  arrest  the  offenders,  and  eause 
justice  to  be  done.  The  Indians  have  been  re* 
quired  lo  deliver  up  the  murderers  of  oar  citizens, 
and  the  stolen  property.bat  they  refused  to  deliver 
either ;  they  have  had  a  eonneii  at  Mtekasokee, 
in  which  they  have  determined  upon  war ;  thev 
have  been  at  war  on  helpiees  women  and  ehii- 
drea,  let  them  now  calenlaie  upon  fighting  men. 
We  hare  long  known  that  we  had  enemies  east 
of  this  river :  we  likewise  know  we  have  some 
friends;  but  they  sre  so  mixed  together  we  can- 
not always  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other. 
The  President,  wishing  to  do  justice  to  his  red 
friends  and  children,  has  given  orders  for  the  bad 
to  be  separated  from  the  Kood.  Those  who  have 
taken  up  arms  affaiast  him,  and  such  as  have 
listened  to  the  bad  ulks  of  the  people  beyond  the 
sea,  most  go  to  Mickasukee  Suwanv,  where  we 
wish  to  fiad  them  together.  But  all  those  who 
were  oar  friends  in  the  war  will  sit  at  their  homes 
in  peace}  we  will  pay  them  for  what  com  aiui 
meat  they  have  to  sell  us;  we  will  be  their  Attends, 
and  when  they  are  hoagry  we  will  give  them 
meat.  The  hostile  party  pretend  to  calculate 
apon  help  from  the  British !  they  may  as  weM 
look  for  soldiers  from  the  moon  to  i^ip  them. 
Theis  warriors  were  beaten,  and  driven  trom  oar 


coontry  by  Ameriean  troops.  The  BngUeh  ara 
not  able  to  help  themselves ;  how,  then,  shooid 
they  help  the  old  *<  Red  Sticks,"  whom  they  hava 
ruined  by  pretended  friendship  ? 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Oeneral  GtUna  td  the  8e> 

rttary  of  WoTf  dated 

Fort  Scott,  Oio.,  Dec  4, 1817. 

I  would  much  more  willinglv  devote  my  time 
and  humble  faculties  in  the  delightfol  ocoapa* 
tion  of  hringinff  over  savage  man  to  the  walki 
of  civil  life,  wnere  this  is  practicable  withoat 
force,  than  to  contribute  to  the  destruotion  of  nay 
one  of  the  human  race ;  but  everv  effort  ia  tb^ 
work  of  civilization,  to  be  effeetaal|  mast  accord 
with  the  immatable  principles  of  jjustice.  The 
savage  moat  be«laaght  and  compelled  to  do  that 
which  is  right,  and  to  abstaia  from  doing  that 
which  is  wrong.  The  poisonous  cop  of  barbarism 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  lips  of  the  savage  by 
the  mild  voice  of  reason  alone  j  the  strong  man* 
date  of  justice  must  be  resorted  to  and  enlbrced. 

After  all  that  the  wisdom  and  nhilanthropy  of 
our  country  and  Government,  aiaed  by  miUioBa 
of  money,  have  yet  been  able  to  effect,  it  is  a 
melaacboly  truth,  that  in  no  Indianaation  within 
my  knowledge,  (the  Chickamws  excepted,)  has 
the  scalping  knife  been  laid  aside  for  any  consid- 
erable lesgth  of  time,  until  their  every  hope  of 
using  it  with  impunity  had  been  defeated. 


DspARTMEVT  OP  War,  Dtc,  %  1817. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  bearing  date  the 21st  ultimO| 
advising  of  the  first  brigade  at  Fort  Scott  on  the 
19th  ultimo,  and  oC  the  subsequent  attack  with 
the  Indianti  at  Fowltoyrn,  has  been  received* 
Although  the  necessity  of  this  attack,  and  the 
consequent  effusion  of  blood,  is  exceedingly  to  be 
regretted,  yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  prompt  measures 
which  were  taken  by  you  on  your  arrival  at  Fort 
Scott,  and  the  display  of  such  an  efficient  force 
in  that  quarter,  wiu  induce  the  Indians  to  abstain 
from  further  depredations,  and  sue  for  peace. 

Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  from 
this  Department  on  the  30th  of  October  and  2d 
of  December,  as  manifesting  the  views  of  the 
President,  I  have  to  request  that  you  conform  to. 
instructions  therein  f  tven.  Should  the  Indians^ 
however,  assemble  in  force  on  the  Spanish  side 
of  the  line,  and  persevere  in  committing  hostili- 
ties within  the  limits  of  ^ the  United  States,  yoa 
will,  in  that  event,  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  crossing  the  line  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  them,  and  breaking  up  theii 
town.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

GEORQK  GRAHABL 

Migor  Oen.  EoMtrNo  P.  Gainss. 

BattrM  of  a  ktUrfiom  Dwid  B.  MOekitt,  Mtmi 
agents  to  Qeorge  Graham^  s«^  StenUtry  of  W^» 

Crsbk  Aoency,  Dee.  14, 1817. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  two  letters  of  the  31st  of  October,  and  9d 
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D4^ai  pftke  Semmole  JMiatiM^  ^e. 


NoTember  lut.  Before  Che  reeeipt  of  thoce  let* 
t#f8,  ft  meeting  of  the  priDcipel  cniefs  had  been 
cftUed  by  the  Little  PrtDGe,  at  the  town  of  Thin* 
coteh-eao,  on  the  Cbatahoocbee  rirer,  near  Fort 
Mitchell,  at  which  I  attended ;  the  object  of  which 
was  to  take  into  consideratioo  the  state  of  the 
nation,  and  particularif  the  measures  which  it 
would  be  proper  for  them  to  take  in  relation  to 
those  Indians  residing  between  Fort  Qaines  and 
Uie  Spanish  line;  and  also  the  conduct  they 
should  pursue  with  regard  to  the  war  with  the 
SeminoW,  They  onanimouslv  confessed  much 
regret  that  hostilities  should  bare  commenced 
Iwtween  the  troops  under  Gkneral  Qaines  and  the 
Fowltown  Indians,  who  reside  within  our  boun« 
dary ;  because  these  Indians,  although  they  did 
not  unite  with  the  friendly  ones  during  the  late 
war,  neither  did  they  join  the  Red  Sticks,  and 
had  recentljT  expressed  a  great  desire  to  become 
decidedly  friendly.  They  were,  however,  per- 
fectly willing  that  their  warriors  should  join 
Qeneral  Gatnes  against  the  Seminoles. 

I  stated  to  them  that  it  was  not  the  desire  of 
the  President  to  go  to  war  with  the  Seminoles, 
if  heconld  honorably  aroid  it;  and,  at  the  present 
moment,  he  would  not  consent  to  their  going 
against  the  Seminoles  within  the  Spanish  terri* 
tory,  under  authority  of  the  United  States ;  that 
they  must  wait,  therefore,  until  I  gave  them  the 
order  to  march.  At  the  same  time,  I  advised 
them  to  send  a  confidential  and  trusty  chief  down 
to  the  Indians  living  between  Fort  Gkiines  and 
the  Spanish  lite,  and  desired  them  immediately 
to  remove  above  the  line  of  Jackson's  treaty ;  and 
that  the  same  chief  should  then  proceed  directly 
to  the  Mickasukee  town^  the  headquarters  of  the 
Seminoles  and  Red  Sticks  of  the  late  war,  and 
propose  to  them  certain  terms  of  peace,  and  a 
junction  of  their  force  to  go  against  the  negro 
camp.  The  objects  which  this  chief  was  in- 
structed to  hold  out  to  those  Indians  as  attalaable, 
by  adopting  this  course,  were  various,  and  of  suf- 
ficient importance,  in  the  view  of  those  making 
the  proposition,  to  induce  a  belief  that  they 
would  be  favorably  received ;  in  which  event,  I 
should  proceed  to  Fott  Scott  to  adjust  their  dif- 
ferences. This  course  of  proceeding  was  imme- 
diately adopted,  and  the  head  man  of  the  Osoo- 
ches,  Hopoi-Haijo,  set  out  on  the  same  day, 
charged  with  the  mission.  To  afford  time  to  as- 
certain the  result  of  this  plan,  and  that  I  might 
be  able  to  communicate  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, another  meeting  was  assigned  for  the  11th 
of  next  month,  at  this  place,  when  all  the  friendly 
warriors,  with  Mcintosh  at  their  head,  will  at- 
tend to  receive  their  final  orders.  But^  on  mv 
return  to  this  place,  I  fortunately  fell  m  with 
Qeneral  Gaines,  on  his  wav  to  Fort  Hawkins, 
from  whom  I  learned  the  fatal  disaster  which 
had  befallen  a  detachment  of  his  troops,  under 
Lieutenant  Scott,  on  the  30th  of  last  month ;  the 
particulars  of  which  he  informed  me  he  had  com- 
municated, which  renders  a  detail  from  me  un- 
necessary. 

In  speaking  with  General  Gaines  upon  the 
attbject  of  the  road  from  Fort  Hawkins  to  Fort 


Stoddert,  he  informed  me  that  it  was  aot  thia 
road  to  which  he  referred  in  his  eomnuiaieaiioii 
to  the  War  Department,  but  ninety  miles  of  new 
road,  which  he  had  made  between  FortMoat- 

ffomery  and  Fort  Scott,  and  by  which  he  recenu 
y  marched  the  troops  from  the  former  to  the 
latter  post.  As  soon  as  I  receive  the  five  thou- 
sand dollars  which  you  have  ordered  fo  be  remit- 
ted to  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  lay  it  oat  to  the 
very  best  advantage  in  repairing  the  bridges  and 
roads ;  and  General  Gkines  has  assured  me  that, 
as  soon  as  the  troops  can  be  spared,  n  detachment 
shall  be  ordered  to  assist. 


Copy  of  a  UUer  from  Major  Gmerai  B.  P.  GaauB 
to  the  Seentary  of  Wat^  dated 

Hbadq'bs,  Fort  Hawkins,  GnonQiA, 

December  15, 1817. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  the  day  before 
yesterday  morning.  In  the  afternooa  of  the 
same  day,  I  reviewed  the  detachment  of  Georgia 
militia,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Glasscock.  They  look  well,  and  are  ready 
to  march ;  but  the  inattention  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor's  agent  to  the  requisitions  for  a  sup- 
ply of  rations  will^  I  apprehend,  accordis^  to 
custom,  delay  the  movement  of  the  militia  antil 
some  part  of  the  frontier  settlements  soflfer  by 
the  Indians,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  detach 
considerable  parties  for  this  pnrpo^  as  aoon  as 
they  find  themselves  unable  to  succeed  in  any 
attempt  against  the  regular  troops  at  Fort  Scott; 
and  I  think  it  cannot  be  long  before  they  are 
convinced  of  this.  But,  although  I  consider  the 
regular  troops  secure  in  the  poaitioos  thcr  oc- 
cupy, yet  I  am  satisfied  their  nambcts  wiu  not 
warrant  their  being  detached,  or  leaving  their 
plaoes  of  defence,  except  to  a  very  saaii  extent. 

I  have  just  now  received  Mr.  OrahamS  leuct 
of  the  dd  instant 

The  views  of  the  President,  ao  iar  as  may 
depend  on  me,  shall  be  aorapnloiisly  observed. 
I  should  instantly  discharge  the  €kor]gia  militia, 
were  I  not  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that 
such  a  step  wonRi  hasard  the  safetv  of  the  fron- 
tier settlements.  The  Seminole  indiaoa,  how^ 
ever  strange  and  absurd  it  may  appear  to  those 
who  uodentand  little  of  their  real  character  and 
extreme  ignorence,  entertain  a  notion  that  thcv 
cannot  be  beaten  by  our  troopa.  Theycooft* 
deotly  assert  that  we  have  never  beaten  them,  or 
any  of  their  people^  except  when  we  have  been 
assisted  by  ^red  people."  This  wUl  appear  the 
less  extraordinary  when  it  is  reeolleeced  that  they 
have  little  or  no  means  of  knowing  the  atrencth 
and  resources  of  our  country  $  they  have  eoc 
travelled  through  it;  they  read  neither  books 
nor  newspapers;  nor  have  they  opportoniciea  of 
conversing  with  persons  able  to  inform  tbem.  I 
feel  warranted,  from  all  I  know  of  these  sava- 
ges, in  saying  that  they  do  not  believe  we  can 
beat  them.  This  error  of  theirs  has  led  then, 
from  time  to  time,  for  many  years  past,  id  m«^ 
sa«re  our  frontier  citizens,  often  the  ano&adinff 
and  helpless  mother  and  babes.    I  fell  mysetf 
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foJly  aathorised  to  adopt  tJie  ooly  meaiartt  whieh 
loDg  experience  has  prored  to  be  adeqoftte  to 
pat  a  stop  to  these  outrages.  I  was  pleased  with 
the  prospect  of  beiiif  instramentai  in  effecting 
an  object  of  so  moch  importance  to  oar  eiposed 
frontier  settlements,  and  which  I  felt,  and  still 
feel^  persoaded  wooid,  in  the  end,  benefit  the 
Indians.  The  steps  I  hare  taken  are  known  to 
the  Department  of  War.  Too  can  more  read* 
ily  eonceifc  than  I  can  describe  the  mortifiea* 
tion  and  disappointment  I  have  eiperienced  in 
being  compelled  to  saspend  or  abandon  mf  men- 
sares  at  a  moment  when  the  loss  of  Lieutenant 
Scott  and  his  party  had  giren  the  enemy  an 
occasion  of  triumph,  and  a  certain  prospect  of 
increasing'  his  strength,  by  enlisting  against  us 
all  who  hnd  before  warered  or  hesitated.  Per* 
mit  me^  then,  to  repeat  my  request  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  return. 

There  is  little  ground  to  apprehend  that  we 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  follow  the  Indians  far 
beyond  the  national  boundary.  The>[  are  now 
to  be  found  in  very  considerable  parties  on  our 
side  of  the  line. 

I  havo  not  a  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  sending 
to  Flint  river,  by  way  of  Hartford,  the  detach- 
ment of  militia  under  Qeneral  Qlasseock.  M? 
endeavors  to  pot  the  detachment  in  motion  will 
delay  my  own  movement  until  the  17th  instant 
at  which  time  I  shall  resume  my  march  to  Point 
Petre. 

An  Opinion  prevails  among  the  well-informed 
of  this  part  of  the  country  (who  have,  by  some 
means  unknown  to  me,  been  advised  of  oor  in- 
tention  to  take  Amelia  Island)  that  our  troops 
there  will  meet  with  no  opposition.  Should  this 
be  the  case,  I  shall  return  to  Fort  Scott  without 
delny.     I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

EDMUND  P.  OAINBS, 
Aftrf.  €f69L  oomnan/ding, 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Se&y  cf  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Andrew  Jack' 
son  to  George  draham.  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
dated 

HBAna'Bs,  DiviaioN  op  tbb  Sooth, 
NaskinUe,  December  16, 1817. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  this  cheek  to  the  savages 
may  incline  them  to  peace.  Should  it  not,  and 
their  hostility  continue^  the  protection  of  our 
citizens  will  require  that  the  wolf  be  struck  in 
hifl  den ;  for,  rest  assured,  if  ever  the  Indians  find 
oat  that  the  territorial  boundar^r  of  Spain  is  to 
be  a  sanctuary,  their  murders  will  be  multiplied 
to  a  degree  that  our  citizens  on  the  southern  fron- 
tier  cannot  bear.  Spain  is  bound  by  treaties  to 
keep  the  Indians,  within  her  territory,  at  peace 
with  us;  having  failed  to  do  this,  necessity  will 
juatifv  the  measure,  after  giving  her  due  notice, 
to  follow  the  marauders  and  punish  them  in  their 
retreat.  The  war  hatchet  having  been  raised, 
unless  the  Indians  sue  for  peace,  your  frontier 
cannot  be  protected  without  enterinig  their  coun* 
try;  from  long  experience,  this  result  has  been 
folly  established. 


Dbpahtmuit  op  WAk,  Dec  1^  1817. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  should  tho 
Seminole  Indians  still  refuse  to  make  reparation 
for  their  outrages  and  depredations  on  the  citi* 
zens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to 
march  across  the  Florida  line  and  to  attack  th^m 
within  its  limits,  should  it  be  found  necessary, 
unless  they  should  shelter  themselves  under  a 
Spanish  post.  Id  the  last  event,  you  will  imme* 
diately  notify  this  departroeat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  doe. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Gen.  EnwuNn  P.  Qainba, 

JPort  Scott  f  GeoTgin, 


Department  op  War,  Dec.  26, 1817. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  November  the  2dth,  and 
of  the  2d  and  3d  instant,  were  received  by  this 
morning's  mail.  The  fate  of  the  detochmeal 
under  Lieutenant  Scott  is  much  to  be  regretted  | 
but,  under  all  the  circumstances,  no  blame  caa 
attach  to  yourself  or  the  officers  immediately 
concerned.  When  the  order  of  the  12th  Novem- 
ber was  given,  directing  you  to  repair  to  Amelia 
Island,  it  was  hoped  that  the  Semiaoles  would 
have  been  brought  to  their  reason  without  ea 
actual  use  of  force,  and  that  their  hostility  would 
not  assume  so  serious  an  aspect.  It  is  now  a 
subject  of  much  regret,  that  the  service  in  thai 
quarter  has  been  deprived  of  your  well  known 
skill  and  vigilance. 

'  Before  this  will  reach  you,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
views  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  settle* 
ment  on  Amelia  Island  will  have  been  effeoted. 
Should  that  be  the  case,  it  is  his  wish  thatyoa 
should  immediately  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  and  re- 
sume the  command  till  General  Jackson's  arri- 
val, to  whom  orders  have  this  day  been  seat  to 
command  there  j  or,  if  you  should  think  the 
force  under  your  command  sufficient,  and  other 
circumstances  will  admit,  to  penetrate  throuffh 
Florida,  and  co-operate  in  the  jsttack  on  the 
Seminoles.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  topography  of  the  country  between 
Amelia  and  their  towns,  to  say  whether  it  is 
practicable,  or  what  would  be  the  best  route ; 
but  it  is  not  Improbable  that  some  advantage 
might  be  taken  of  the  St.  John's  river,  to  effect 
the  oMect.  Should  it  be  practicable,  it  is  proba- 
ble efficient  aid  might  be  given  to  the  attack  ea 
them,  as  the  attention  of  their  warriors  must  be 
wholly  directed  towards  Fort  Scott.  Should  yoa 
think  it  practicable  and  advisable  to  co-operata 
with  the  force  under  your  command,  you  will 
leave  a  sufficient  number  at  Amelia  Island  to 
retain  the  possession  of  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

'    J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

jor  Gen.  BDMoaD  P.  Gaimbs. 


Dbpartmrmt  or  War,  Dec.  26, 1817. 
Sir  :  You  will  repair,  with  as  aide  dela|r  as 
practicable,  to  Fort  Scott,  and  assume  the  im- 
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mediate  eoniiDand  of  the  forces  in  that  section 
of  tbe  Soothern  diYision. 

The  increasing  display  of  hostile  intentions, 
by  tbe  Seminole  Indians,  may  render  it  neces- 
sasT  to  concentrate  all  the  contignoiis  and  dispo> 
'sable  force  of  yonr  division  upon  that  qoarter. 
The  regular  force  now  there  is  about  eight  hun- 
dred strong,  and  one  tboosand  militia  of  the  State 
of  Qeorgia  are  called  into  serTice.  General 
Gaines  estimates  the  strength  of  the  Indians  at 
two  thousand  seven  hundred.  Should  you  be 
of  opinion  that  your  numbers  are  too  small  to 
beat  the  enemyt  you  will  call  on  the  Ezecutires 
of  adjacent  States  for  such  an  additional  militia 
force  as  yon  may  deem  requisite. 

Gkneral  Gaines  had  been  ordered,  early  in 
last  month,  to  repair  to  Amelia  Island.  It  is 
presumed  that  he  has,  therefore,  relinquished  the 
command  at  Fort  Scott.  Subsequent  orders 
hare  been  ffiren  to  General  Gkiines,  (copies  of 
which  will  oe  furnished  you,)  adWsing  him  thai 
you  would  be  directed  to  take  command,  and 
directing  him  to  reassume,  should  he  deem  the 
public  interest  to  require  it,  the  command  at 
Fort  Scott,  until  you  should  arrive  there.  If, 
however,  the  General  should  have  progressed  to 
Florida  before  these  subsequent  orders  may  hare 
reached  him,  he  was  instructed  to  penetrate  to 
the  Seminole  towns  through  the  Floridas,  pro- 
vided the  strenj^th  of  his  command  at  Amelia 
would  justify  his  engaging  in  offensive  opera* 
tions. 

With  this  view,  you  may  be  prepared  to  con- 
centrate your  forces,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  to  terminate  a  conflict  which  it  has 
been  the  desire  of  the  President,  from  considera- 
tions of  humanity,  to  avoid,  but  which  is  now 
made  necessary  by  their  settled  hostilities. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  Gen.  An nnnw  Jacksor. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gainee  to  the  See* 

retary  of  War,  dated 

Hbadci'bs,  Haetfobd.  Geobqia, 

Januury  0, 1818. 

Sie:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  my  way 
to  this jpUee,  the  5th  instant,  by  express,  from 
Fort  Hawkins,  your  very  acceptable  letters  of 
the  9th  and  16th  of  last  month. 

Tbe  instructions  the^r  contain  shall  be  regarded 
with  the  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
maods. 

I  received  by  the  same  express  several  reports, 
up  to  the  21st  December,  from  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Arbuckle  and  Migor  Muhlenbnrg,  copies  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  Nos.  1, 2,  3,  and  4. 

By  these  reports  it  appears  that  the  principal 
force  of  the  enemy  (between  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  hundred"^  has  been  assembled  on  tbe  Ap- 
palachicola,  with  a  view  to  cot  off  our  supplies 
ordered  up  that  river,  and  that  the  detachment 
with  the  vessels  has  suffered  severe  annoyance 
and  some  loss. 


I  do  not  apprehend  that  we  shmll  lose  a 
or  that  any  serious  conaeqoeiiees  to  the  troops  mi 
Fort  Scott  will  result  from  the  delay  and  difi. 
culty  of  obtaininjf  supplies  by  that  ehaaacL  The 
supply  of  flour  is  more  than  aufficieat  for  the 
present  month,  and  there  is  likewise  a  cou'idct- 
aUe  topply  of  corn  at  the  fort,  and  beef  cattle  in 
the  neighborhood*    Of  salted  pork  then  can  be 
but  little  until  the  arrival  in  the  fiver  of  thirty 
thousand  rations,  and  with  every  other  reqaisite 
supply  ordered  in  the  early  part  €»f  last  nonth 
from  Mobile,  and  which  may  be  broagkt  vp  the 
river  in  the  covered  ball-proof  boats  whieh  have 
been  prepared  for  the  purpose.    But  to  gaaid 
against  every  untoward  obstacle  ia  that  qaarter, 
I  have  ordered  supplies  from  this  place  and  Fort 
Hawkins,  part  of  which  are  now  oo  the  way,  and 
will  be  deposited  at  a  work  now  constrnctii^  by 
the  detachment  under  General  Glasscock,  oa 
Flint  river,  at  the  Chehaw  village^  sixty  miles 
above  Fort  Scott,  whence  the  sappliea  will  he 
taken  in    ball-proof  boau^  and  I   naTe  strong 
ground  to  believe  they  will  be  at  Fort  Scott  by 
the  24th  of  the  present  month,  at  which  timel 
calculate  upon  being  able  to  coBcentiate  my 
force,  and  shall  lose  no  time  in  attempt]  v  a  de- 
cisive blow,  which  I  trust  will  terminate  the  war. 

I  have  received  information  that  a  paity  oC 
Indians  entered  the  settlement  near  Traden? 
Hill,  a  few  days  past,  killed  a  womaa,  and  toc^ 
off  some  three  or  tour  negroes.  I  had  previomly 
ordered  a  detachment  of  artillery  from  Amelia 
Island,  with  two  companies  of  militia  taken  from 
General  Floyd's  division,  to  uke  poai  at  Tra- 
ders' Hill,  for  the  defence  of  that  settlement,  i 
have  reason  to  believe  the  artillery  arrived  at  the 
Hill  about  the  time  the  morder  was  eomoatsed, 
and  the  militia  soon  after,  and  that  the  Indians 
were  pursued. 

The  residue  of  militia  taken  from  General 
Floyd's  division  (flve  companies)  are  ordered  to 
this  place  to  reinforce  General  Glasscock^  com- 
mand, excepting  one  companv,  which  will  be 
posted  near  theoig  bend  of  Oaxmulcee. 

The  detachment  under  General  Glafiscoek^  de- 
layed  bv  rainy  weather,  bad  roads,  and  want  o( 
punctuality  in  the  contractor's  department,  may 
not  be  able  to  form  a  junction  with  the  United 
States  troops  in  time  to  pot  an  end  to  the  war 
before  their  term  of  service  expires,  which  will 
be  early  in  aext  month.    I  have  therefore  re- 

S nested  of  his  Excellency  the  Gtovernor  of  this 
tate  an  additional  force,  to  assemble  at  tkn 
place  the  first  of  next  month,  to  consist  of  foat 
battalions  of  infantry  and  four  companies  of  ri- 
flemen, for  three  months,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
your  approbation. 

No.  1. 
FoBT  SooTT,  December  20, 1817. 
Sie  :  Since  the  day  of  your  departure  I  have 
not  received  the  least  information,  except  by  In- 
dians, from  Fort  Gaines,  and  I  have  no  mforam- 
tioa  whatever  of  the  Georgia  militia  or  Mcin- 
tosh's Indians. 
You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  Breret 
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^jor  Muhknburg's  letter  to  me,,  of  the  16th  ia- 
taot,  wbieh  will  apprize  yoa  of  bis  sitaatioo. 
The  armed  boat  I  sent  down  yesterday,  under 
be  commaDd  of  Captain  Blackstone,  with  a  sqp« 
ily  of  fifteen  days'  prorisions  for  the  men  on 
•oard  the  ressel,  and  some  materials  to  better 
ecare  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  I  bad 
be  boat  so  altoed  as  to  make  her  conrenient  to 
arry  forward  an  anchor,  by  which  means  the 
easels  wiJJ  be  enabled  to  progress  slowly,  and 

think  will  reach  this  in  eight  or  ten  days,  un- 
ssiflted  by  the  wind  ;  they  are  about  thirty  miles 
elow. 

I  shall  do  eTerythiag  the  force  under  my  com- 
land  will  permit,  without  hazardiag  too  much, 
)  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  res- 
els,  whose  force,  from  tbe  best  information  I 
are  been  able  to  obtain,  is  between  eight  bund- 
ed and  twelTe  hundred  Indians  and  negroes,  and 
icreasing  dauly.  On  the  13ih  inscant,  Uambly 
nd  Doyle  were  made  prisoners  by  this  party, 
od  I  presome  killed,  and  their  property  of  every 
escription  taken  possession  of*  The  chief,  Wil* 
am  rerryman,  who  bad  gone  down  with  a  party 
3  protect  Hambly  and  Doyle,  was  killed,  and  his 
len  forced  to  join  ike  oppoeite  partv.  All  the 
Bdians  on  tbeChatuboochee,  below  Fort  Qaines, 
rho  are  not  disposed  to  go  to  war,  I  fear  will  be 
ompelled  to  remove  above  for  security. 

The  present  war  with  these  Indians  will  re- 
aire  a  much  greater  force  than  was  contemplated 
i  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  favorable  ooneluaion. 
apechinnieo,  or  tbe  principal  chief  of  the  Mick* 
luaee  town,  is  in  command  of  ail  the  hostile 
idians. 

I  have  a  large  keel^boat  on  the  stocksi  and 
tiould  I  not  be  deceived  will  have  her  in  a  con^^ 
ition  for  service  in  twenty  days  at  farthest ;  she 
fill  transport  from  three  to  four  hundred  barrels, 
nd  will  be  constructed  to  navigate  the  Appala- 
bieola  river  with  safety  and  despateh. 

In  consequence  of  tbe  situation  of  our  vessels. 
Dd  the  difficulty  of  supplying  Fort  Hughes,  I 
ire  thought  it  best  to  recall  tbe  command* 
faring  tbe  time  Captain  Mcintosh  commanded 
lat  post,  be  was  surrounded  by  a  large  force,  and 
is  arrangements  were  such  as  to  do  him  much 
redit;  he  did  the  enemy  some  injury,  and  bad 
D  men  killed  or  wounded. 

There  is  but  about  twenty  days'  rations  of  meat 
a  hand  at  this  post.  1  have  sent  tbe  contract- 
1*9  agent  to  Fort  Gaines  to  forward  beef,  and, 
:  he  should  be  disappointed  there,  have  directed 
im  to  proceed  further.    I  am,  sir,  4c. 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Major  Qen.  Gaiiijbs. 

No.  2. 

Fort  Scott,  Dec.  21, 1S17. 

Sir:  Since  closing  my  letter,  the  keel-boat  ar- 

ived  from  tbe  vessels  below  with  some  wounded. 

Major  Mttblenburg  states  it  is  impossible  for 

be  vessels  to  get  up,  the  shore  being  lined  on 

^th  sides  of  tbe  river  with  Indians  and  negroes 

f  ho  keep  up  a  constant  fire  on  them.     He  has 


determined,  if  the  boat  does  not  return  to  him 
this  evening,  to  drop  down,  and  try  to  get  to  the 
bay.  Tbe  boat  will  leave  this  under  tbe  com* 
mand  of  Major  Twiggs  at  12  o'clock  to«day,  and 
will  rea'ch  them  by  sundown,  provided  it  is  not 
interrupted  in  its  descent. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  up  an  intercourse  with 
them  (by  means  of  the  ceel-boat)  until  we  can 
get  the  ammunition  from  on  board,  and,  in  tbe 
last  extremity,  the^  will  be  compelled  to  drop 
down  to  the  bav ;  in  doing  wbich,  I  am  appre* 
hensive  they  will  suffer  severely. 

Yon  have,  herewith,  a  copy  of  Brevet  Major 
Mublenbur^'s  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  He  ap- 
pears dissatisfied  that  more  has  not  been  done  for 
his  relief;  in  this  nothing  shall  be  omitted  that 
the  force  here  can  effect. 

Should  I  attempt  to  march  against  tbe  enemy 
with  all  the  force  here,  with  the  intention  of  re- 
moving him  from  the  river,  I  am  confident  I 
should  not  succeed,  and,  at  least,  would  sustain  a 
very  considerable  loss. 

Men  and  means  of  every  description  are  greatly 
wanting  here,  and  should  any  misfortune  happen 
to  the  vessels  we  have  not  half  a  supply  of  am* 
munition,  and  not  a  single  stand  of  spare  arms. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  you  since  your 
departure.    I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Lieut.  Col,  cam^g* 

Major  Gen.  BL  P.  Gainec. 

No.  3. 

NbAU  TU  OoBBaUB  TOWN, 

TVcMloy  evensfv,  Dec.  16, 1817. 

Sir  :  On  Monday  morning  tbe  transports  were 
attacked  by  the  Indians  from  both  sides  of  the 
river,  with  a  heavy  fire  of  small  arms.  We  re- 
turned  their  fire;  tbe  firing  has  continued  ever 
since.  We  have  lost  two  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded,  most  of  tbem  severelv;  whether  wt 
have  injured  them  any,  I  am  unable  to  say.  We 
are  now  Compelled  to  remain  fiere,  as  it  is  impoe-' 
siUe  for  us  to  carry  out  a  warp,  as  a  man  cannot 
show  himself  above  tbe  bulwark  without  being 
fired  on.  I  can  assure  vou  that  our  present  situ* 
ation  is  not  the  most  pleasant,  not  knowing  how 
soon,  or  whether,  we  are  to  receive  succor  from 
above. 

The  wounded  are  in  but  a  bad  situatioii,  owing 
to  the  vessels  being  much  crowded,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  them  any  ways  comfortable  on 
board.  Not  having  any  other  means  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  I  am  compelled  to  despatch  the 
keel-boat  under  the  command  of  Captain  Clinch, 
with  instructions  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to 
Fort  Scott. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon  with  instructions 
how  I  am  to  proceed  in  my  present  situation. 
With  respect,  d&c. 

P.  MUHLBNBURG,  M^or. 

P.  S.  We  have  but  a  few  days'  provision  on 
hand;  the  men  have  been  on  half  allowence  tor 
some  time. 
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No.  4. 
New  OcBBSfiB  Town,  Dec  19, 1817. 

Sib  :  Yours  by  Captaio  BUckstoo  was  received 
at  12  o'clock  this  mornioff.  aod  was  id  hopes  that 
yoa  would  have  been  able  to  afford  some  relief 
to  the  commaDd,  as  our  situation  demanded  that 
something  should  have  been  done  immediately. 
That  we  are  not  able  to  progress  is  erident,  as 
we  have  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
and.  therefore,  impracticable  to  carry  out  a  warp. 
Had  we  not  heard  from  you  by  the  keel-boat  this 
morning,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  have  at- 
tempted to  return  to  the  bay  this  evening.  I  shall 
now  despatch  the  keel-boat  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Gray^  and  try  to  retain  our  present 
position  until  the  night  of  the  21st. 

In  ease  we  should  not  hear  from  you,  or  be  re- 
inforced by  landy  we  shall  make  the  attempt  to 
reach  the  bay.  For  further  particulars,  I  refer 
Tou  to  Lieutenant  Gray.    With  respect,  dbe. 

P.  MUHLBNBURG,  Major. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Abbucelb. 


Bxtra^  cf  a  Idter  U  Breod  Mn^at  Cfaural  Edmund 

P.Gaineipdaiid 

Dbpabtmbmt  op  Wab,  Jan.  16, 1818. 

The  honor  of  the  United  States  requires  that 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles  should  be  terminated 
speedily,  and  with  exemplary  punishment  for  hos- 
tilities so  unprovoked.  Orders  were  issued  soon 
after  my  arrival  here,  directing  the  war  to  be 
carried  on  within  the  limits  of  Florida,  should  it 
be  necessary  to  Us  speedy  and  effectual  termina- 
tion.   The  orders,  I  nresume,  have  been  received. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  you  had  repaired 
to  Amelia  Island,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  it 
being  uncertain  how  long  you  might  be  detained 
there,  the  state  of  things  at  Fort  Scott  made  it 
Beeessary  to  order  General  Jackson  to  take  com* 
mand  there.  From  his  known  promptitude,  it  is 
presumable  that  his  arrival  may  be  soon  expect* 
ed  I  and,  in   the  'meantime,  full  confidence  is 

f  laced  in  your  well  established  military  taleau. 
hope  the  junction  of  the  militia  will  enable  you 
to  carry  on  offensive  operations,  and  to  restrain 
the  enemy  from  depredations  on  the  frontier. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN« 


Hbadci'bb,  Habtfobd,  Gboboia, 

January  23, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  this  day  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Arbnckle  reports  of  the  state  of  his  com- 
mand, up  to  the  18th  of  the  present  month,  and 
from  Brigadier  General  Glasscock  up  lo  yester- 
day's date,  copies  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith,  No.  1  to  6. 

By  these  communications  you  will  perceive 
that,  whatever  has  been  or  can  be  said  of  the  de- 
sire of  the  Seminole  Indians  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  make  peace,  there  is  in  reality  no  pros- 
pect of  peace,  without  beating  them  into  a  con* 
Tiction  of  the  danger  and  evil  effects  of  a  war 
with  us;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  peace  made 
with  them  at  this  time  would  be  followed  by 


scenes  of  more  daring  outrage  than  thsw  whiek 
our  frontier  settlements  have  herecofotenfferei 
I  have  learned  from  aH  oflker  latdyitFort 
Hawkins,  that  there  is  in  the  post-office  it  that 
place  a  letter  from  the  Depftrtment  ofWv  to 
Major  General  Jaekson.  The  hopeof  teeiBftilm, 
and  ascertaining  his  views  upon  the  sabjeetof 
our  operations  in  this  quarter,  aod  to  provide  for 
supplying  the  additional  detachment  of  militii 
ordered  to  this  place,  I  have  delayed  my  mft- 
ment  to  Fort  Scott  until  I  see  or  bear  from  tbt 
General,  or  from  the  Department  of  War. 
I  have,  dbc. 

BDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  J.  C.  CALHOinf, 

Secr^ary  qf  War. 

No.  1. 
FoBT  Gaibbs,  ZlecSa,  1317. 

Sib  :  I  received  yours  by  Mr.  Laycoek  iait 
evening,  expressing  a  wish  to  hear  from  this  post 
This  is  the  third  attempt  that  I  have  ntde  to 
give  you  news  from  here ;  this  same  mis  wis 
made  prisoner  on  his  way  to  your  potf,  asda 
second  time  compelled  to  return  back. 

You  are  anxious  to  know  of  the  moTeocsis  of 
the  militia  and  Indians.  I  will  give  yoo  wbst  I 
have  heard  on  that  snbjeet ;  it  was  broag kt  froia 
Fort  Mitchell  by  an  Indian  on  expren;  he  n- 
ceived  it  from  Sam  Sells,  direct  from  FortHav- 
kina;  he  states  that  the  militia  were  to  letvet^ 
Agency  on  last  Thursday  |  no  word  of  tkeai  km 
vet.  He  stated  that  there  was  coosidenble  coo- 
fusion  amoimt  them  about  marehing.  and  tto 
some  had  refused  to  march;  and  that  the  sfeit 
had  told  the  Indians  that  Geaeiml  Gaiaei  hid  no 
business  to  go  to  the  Indian  towns  sad  5re  oa 
them  in  the  night;  that  he  had  acted  like  the 
Indians  themselves  in  doing  so.  Melstoih  bad 
come  as  far  as  Fort  Miteheu  on  his  wiy,  sad  the 
agent  has  sent  him  home,  and  told  tem  to  meet 
him  at  the  Agency  for  a  talk,  ia  thirty  dm 
eighteen  of  whieh  yet  remains,  and  tbathetbooia 
not  move  until  the  General  Goveramcat  thoald 
give  the  order.  This  I  expect  is  the  esoe;  for 
they  have  sent  Onis  Horyo  n  talk  that  he  wis  do- 
ing wrong  to  be  in  service  in  this  coaatry,  till 
the  agent  should  give  him  orders.  He  fartto 
states  that  the  agent  has  sent  a  talk  in  Semiso^ 
to  the  chiefs  to  meet  him,  and  he  voold  niR 
pface  for  them,  and  the  white  people  should  hafe 
no  satisfaction  for  what  was  done.  This  is  w 
news  here  as  it  respects  the  Indians.  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  they  are  not  eoBisri  bo- 
thing  new  here  since  you  heard  from  this  post* 
After  all  that  I  have  said  to  the  citiiens,  they  are 

Sing  from  the  fort  to  their  houses  Geoeral 
lines  directed  me  to  send  you  the  cessos  of 
the  people  at  this  post.  A  few  days  aioce  theie 
were  two  hundred  and  eightj-five  pertofis  in  the 
fort,  sixty  of  which  have  let\  it.  The  Qeufni 
directed  me  to  have  a  large  com  hoase  bulUfot 
the  reception  of  the  people's  corn,*  I  hare  done 
so,  but  they  have  no  disposition  to  do  so.  I  &<& 
constantly  advising  the  people  to  secure  their  pro- 
visions, but  they  will  not  take  advice  till  it  wUi 
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e  too  late.  80  sood  «•  thef  ve  done  with  the 
shooDcr,  I  shall  expect  a  rtsit  In  this  neighbor- 
ood.  Six  «"—  will  be  snffieient  to  destroy  all 
le  corn  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  it  all  re- 
lains  at  the  people's  houses  without  any  pro- 
ictioo. 

An  Indian  report  here  says  tbat  Mr.  Arbuth* 
ot's  son  is  with  the  Indians,  ftring  them  instruct 
ons,  aod  that  it  was  his  doiogs  that  Doyle  and 
lambly  were  taken ;  they  state  that  be  is  with 
[enhija,  and  that  his  orders  were  to  take  them  to 
im«  The  chiefs  below  here  sent  word  to  those 
bore  that  they  have  heard  that  they  were  in  the 
'hite  peopled  service,  and  that  they  will  psy 
kern  a  risit  after  a  little,  and  reward  them  for 
leir  conduct*  Findiog  that  those  above  are  not 
)ming  dowa  soon,  they  are  considerably  alarmed 
»r  fear  they  will  fall  on  them. 

ROBERT  IRVIN. 

Col.  Abbucklb,  oom'^  Fort  ScotL 

No.  2. 
Port  Scott,  Dec  27, 1817. 

SiB :  Enclosed  yon  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  let^ 
ir  I  received  yesterday  from  Capuin  Irvin.  Can 
ie  information  given  by  the  Indian  expresses  be 
Qe? 

The  armed  boat  returned  from  the  vessel  in  the 
ppalchieola  river  yesterday ;  and,  although  they 
ive  not  progressed  much,  I  was  greatly  gratified 
)  be  informed  that  no  men  had  been  killed  or 
ounded  on  board  of  them,  except  those  I  in* 
ttmed  you  of  in  my  communications  of  the  20th 
nd  21st  instant* 

1  consider  the  situation  of  those  vessels  much 
lore  safe  than  when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  and  have 
ttle  doubt  I  shall  have  them  here  in  ten  days  from 
lis  time,  or.  if  not,  I  can  unload  them  with  safety 
elow,  and  have  them  returned  to  the  bay. 

I  have  had  no  information  respeetioj;  the  Oeor- 
ia  militia,  or  Mcintosh  and  his  Indians,  except 
rhat  is  contained  in  the  enclosed* 

I  have  not  heard  of  provisions  being  on  the 
f^y  from  Fort  Hawkins,  nor  have  I  received  a 
ioe  from  you  since  your  departure  from  this 
ost.    I  am,  dtc. 

M.  ARBUCKLE,  Lieut.  Col  Com. 

Major  General  E*  P.  Gaxiib8, 

St.  M<try9i  Oeorgia. 

No*  3. 
FOBT  MlTCBBLL,  Hsc*  30, 1817* 

Mt  Fbibhd  :  The  messenger  which  was  sent 
0  the  Mickasukeys  has  returned  with  an  answer 
0  our  talk.  The  Mickasukeys  say  it  was  not 
^em  that  hegan  the  war ;  they  were  sitting  down 
'Q  peace,  and  the  white  people  came  on  them  in 
the  night  and  fired  on  them.  The  Mickasukeys 
tre  all  sitting  in  their  town  and  doing  no  mischief, 
Mid  waiting  to  see  if  the  white  people  will  make 

Kce  with  them*  The  ]]ieople  that  shot  at  the 
t,  and  killed  all  the  white  people,  were  the  old 
Red  Sticks  from  the  Upper  town— those  that 
turned  hostile  last  war*  The  man  that  was  sent 
to  the  Mickasukeys  (Hoopie  Haija)  with  a  peace- 


talk  met  the  Mickasukeys  at  the  half-way  ground, 
coming  with  a  peace-talk  to  us. 

Mr.  Hambly  and  Mr.  Doyle  were  taken  prison* 
era;  Hopoie  Ilaijasaw  them ;  Tostennogee  Ohe* 
peo  has  gone  to  release  them,  and  carry  them  to 
the  fort  at  St.  Mark's.  I  have  sent  you  thie  little 
talk  now ;  our  meeting  that  ^ou  appointed  will 
soon  be.  and  then  every  thing  will  be  made 
straight.' 

The  Chehaws  have  received  two  letters  from 
the  army,  and  they  had  nobody  to  read  tbem,  and 
they  do  not  know  the  eontents^  and  wish  the  army 
could  be  stopped  until  our  meeting  is  over. 

TUSTENNOGEB  HOPOIE, 
HOPOIE  HAUA. 

No.  4. 

Camp  Cdmmim^  January  10, 1818* 

Sin :  Yours  of  tb^  8tb  is  just  received,  and  I 
am  extremely  gimtified  to  hear  of  your  arrival  at 
Hartford,  as  I  already  feel  considerably-  relieved* 
The  many  difficulties  which  have  occurred  since 
you  left  us,  from  contractors,  together  with  the 
want  of  experience,  I  can  assure  voo,  has  caused 
me  to  feel  the  responsibility  attacned  to  my  com* 
maad }  but,  with  yoov  instructions,  I  flatter  my- 
self 1  shall  now  be  able  to  get  on. 

We  are  now  encamped  about  four  miles  from 
Fort  Blaekshear^  on  a  very  ftieautifttl  and  com* 
,  mending  spot,  with  a  considerable  creek  on  each 
side^  about  four  miles  distant,  neither  of  which 
can  be  crossed  with  wagons*  A  bridge  was 
erected  on  the  one  in  oar  rear,  but  it  is  eniirelj 
gone ;  so  soon  as  the  one  in  our  front  falls  suifi* 
dently,  it  will  be  bridged.  I  have  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  have  the  roads  repaired,  which  will  Im 
done  immediately* 

Unolieha,  a  confidential  Indian,  has  just  ar> 
rived  with  a  talk  from  Conard,  tne  purport  of 
which  is  as  follows:  He  states,  that  since  the 
principal  chiefs  left  home  for  the  Agency,  the 
whole  of  the  property  of  one  of  them  was  uken 
offbysomooi  theFowltown  Indians,  and  that 
Conard  is  eonsiderably  alarmed  for  his  own  pro* 
party.  He  has  advised  us  to  be  on  our  gtMrd, 
particularly  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  soldien 
stroUiog  from  the  camp,  which,  for  fear  of  dan- 
ger, will  be  attended  to.  We  have  not  now  on 
hand  ten  bnshels  of  corn.  Brockman  ds  of  opin- 
ion that  it  will  be  dangerons  to  go  acain  to  the 
Chehaw,  in  consequence  of  whieh  I  have,  at  hie 
particular  request,  sent  him  with  this  expiess.  I 
most  refer  you  to  him  for  fnrtlMr  information  aa 
to  the  corn  and  provisions  to  be  procured  in  the 
nation. 

I  am  almost  fearfuL  when  I  recolieot  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  the  time  of  service  for  which  this  de» 
tachment  has  been  called  on,  will  expire  before 
your  oMect  can  be  accomplished,  as  the  officers, 
with  a  lew  .exceptions,  are  governed  by  the  men, 
and  not  the  men  by  the  officers.  I  am  in  hopes, 
however,  that  should  your  object  not  be  accom- 
plished by  the  first  of  next  month,  I  shall  be  able 
to  render  you  an  essential  service,  by  volnateira 
from  my  command,  should  it  be  deemed  neces- 
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sftrf.  I  will,  howeTer,  baTt  a  pefsoaal  inter- 
Tie  w  with  you  OD  the  subject,  oo  your  affriTal  at 
our  camp. 

Net  haviog  calculated  oa  moving  froa  tbit 
pkee  for  six  or  seven  days,  for  want  of  proris- 
ions,  ^0^  I  gare  a  forlongb  to  Captain  MelTia ; 
sbonld  you  deem  it  necessary  for  us  lo  more  be- 
fore that  time,  I  would  be  glad  that  be  would  re* 
torn.    I  am  yours,  dbc. 

THOMAS  GLASSCOCK, 
Brig.  Oen.  Com^g  D.  G.  M.  U,  8.  S. 

Maj.  Qen.  E.  P.  QiJNna. 

No.  5. 
Ceoar  Creek,  5  c^dock^  Jan.  22, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  was  ordered  this  erening  by  General 
Glasscock  to  take  five  mea^  and  proceed  imme- 
diately to  meet  Captain  Leigb,  wno  was  packed 
from  Hartford  with  provisions.  I  proceeded  ae- 
tordingly,  and  met  him  aMut  two  miles  on  the 
east  side  of  this  creek,  and  Captain  Leigh,  fire 
men  and  myself,  proceeded  on  to  Blacuhear^ 
works,  in  considerable  haste:  when  we  reached 
the  creek,  we  made  a  halt  to  nx  on  a  pack,  which 
was  likely  to  fall,  before  we  crossed.  During 
this  stay,  Uaptain  Leiffh  and  a  private  of  Captain 
Avery's  company,  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Loftis, 
started  to  cross.  I  called  to  the  Captain,  and  ob- 
served that  he  was  probably  going  into  danger; 
he  replied  not*  As  my  party  and  self  had  cfoased 
not  more  than  half  an  hour  before,  I  proceeded, 
and  accompanied  by  this  man  Loftis,  they  had 
not  gotton  entirely  across  the  creek,  when  they 
were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  Indians,  the  numbed 
I  sonpose  to  be  twenty  or  thirty,  from  the  report 
of  their  guns,  and  both  shot  dead  on  the  spot;  I 
immediaielr  rode  back  and  ordered  the  provi- 
sions, together  with  Cornet  Isaac  Brown's  com- 
mand, consisting  of  twenty  men,  to  a  corner  of 
General  Blackshear's  old  works,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  creek,  where  we  took  shelter  in  a  small 
breastwork,  determined  to  secure  the  provisions 
if  poosible:  this  was  the  only  alternative,  as  they 
were  planted  on  the  swamp,  which  waa  ac  leaat 
one  hundred  yards  acroes,  and  I  not  having  oiore 
than  twenty-eeven  men  under  my  oommand  with 

Sins.  When  we  completed  our  works.  Captain 
nother  and  Mr.  John  Bridges  proeeeaed  down 
the  oreek,  in  order  lo  naake  their  way  across  to 
the  army,  that  General  Glasscock  might  be  in- 
formed  or  the  murder,  and  we  reinforced :  that 
reinforcement  has  just  reached  our  works,  com- 
manded by  Major  Joseph  Morgan.  I,  with  Cap- 
tain Doniiclly's  company,  will  proceed  with  the 
provisions  to  the  army,  and  Major  Morgan  will 
pursue  the  trail. 

I  hope,  sir,  as  this  was  written  hj  a  torch,  that 
you  will  excuse,  or  correct,  any  mistake. 
I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  HEARD,  Brigade  Major. 

No.  6. 

Hbadci'rb,  Hartforo  Georgia, 

Jatiuary  26, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  to  me  of  the 
2d  instant,  I  proceeded  to  Savannah,  when,  to 


my  great  mortification,  I  found  the  dni|kt  hvk 
further  advanced  than  when  the  order  m  moed 
from  the  Bzeeutive  department.  laieoifeRBee 
with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mankftll,Il(tiMitbit 
the  draught  bus  been  made,  bat  thatiioabei 
of  desertions  had  since  taken  plsee,  whiel^vitk 
forty-eeven  determined  exempt  from  daty.lttre 
reduced  the  quota  one-half,  and  thtt  be  toot! 
of  no  steps  that  can  be  adopted,  withoat  a  flignit 
violation  of  the  civil  law,  to  cause  ibcir  tuui- 
ance  at  the  general  rendezvous,  if  tbef  refw 
to  go,  which  they  do,  almost  unaninoBsljr.  Tk 
draught  from  the  35ih  raiment  bsrepNfraiei 
further  in  their  preparations  for  thescnrMe,tLoiigk 
I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Colood  Harrisoa 
that  it  would  be  aome  days  before  thef  toiU 
leave  their  homes,  as  an  inquiry  iatoeiempuoo, 
and  a  second  draught,  would  be  iieecswjftoM 
their  ranks. 

On  my  leaving  Savannah,  Cdosel  Hanhall 
assured  me,  that  as  soon  as  a  leeoDd  dnogiitiui 
been  effected^  and  the  necessary  irruigniMOis 
made  for  their  movements,  he  wonld  tdirosu 
me  a  report  to  that  effect,  at  Fort  Hiwtiu, 
which  has  not  been  received,  and  I  to  Mt  to 
conclude  that  the  arrangements  referred  to  &tre 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  Captaia  fiosscU 
reported  to  me  that  he  was  prepared  tofanush 
the  transnortation  necessary  for  their  morements, 
if  it  should  be  required.    I  have  the  hooor,  it 

CLINTON  WRIGHT, 
Major  United  SUUei  M 

General  E.  P.  Gaineb. 


Hbaoq'rb,  Habtforo,  Oioiou, 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  toreccireycsterdinoar 
letters  of  the  26th  December,  and  M  of  the 
present  month,  the  first  having  foUoved  me  iiooi 
Amelia  Island. 

I  have,  for  some  months  past,  eodeiTorec  to 
inform  myself  of  the  topography  of  the  conntrf 
between  the  AppalachicoJa  and  St.  MdV,  m 
have  received  only  the  appareodyiBP^^^j.^^' 
counu  of  some  half-blooded  blacks,  and  m^ 
as  to  the  western  part  of  that  tract  of  coox^' 
The  eastern  part  is  well  known  to  maof  oi  u' 
inhabitants  of  this  State,  with  whom  I  hire  eofi- 
versed.  From  Amelia  Island  to  the  LoeliffiJ: 
the  country  is,  for  the  most  part,  what  it  b^ 
called  pine  barren,  nearly  level,  iotersected  viu 
creeks  and  ponds,  bordered  io  maof  flua  ^ 
rich  hammock  land,  which  increases  la  qiuttty 
and  quality  as  you  approach  the  Loch vafto*^ 
From  thence  to  St.  Mark's  and  Appth<Ju^ 
the  hammock  land  is  found  in  very  eoiuwi«Hc 
bodies ;  much  the  largest  portion  of  ^^^^^^ 
however,  is  poor,  sandy,  pine  banco.  Th^  u^ 
mock  lands  afford  great  quantities  of  '^^L^ 
some  cedar,  and  other  valuable  ^i"^*.  J^ 
are  several  large  swamps  on  the  roate  betfee» 
the  Loch  way  and  St.  Mark's,  wbidit  j«»^^. 
season  of  rainy  weather,  are  impraeticabie,^ 
out  the  aid  of  boats;  but  the  couacrf  being  P 
eially  open,  wiU  admit  of  good  readi,  when  tv 
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realber  is  moderately  drv.  I  bare  not  a  doubt 
Qt  the  army  may  marco  wiib  considerable  fa- 
ility,  from  the  Appalaehieola  to  Sc  John's,  or 
Lmeiia  Island,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  vessels  to 
(Dd  proTisions,  dte^  from  Fort  8cott  down  the 
irer,  and  thence  coastwise  to  the  mouth  of  the 
tuwanee  riveri  130  miles  east  of  the  Appalaehi* 
ola,  and  abont  140  miles  west,  southwest  from 
.melia  Island.  The  last  mentiooed  distance  may 
e  marched  in  eight  days,  without  wagons  or 
aggage,  the  troops  carrying  their  own  provis* 
ins  in  their  haversacks.  A  movement  from 
iinelia  Island,  bv  the  way  of  St.  John's  and 
lochway,  as  von  have  suggested,  would,  I  think, 
reduce  the  desired  effect,  in  co-operation  with 
le  troops  from  Fort  8eott;  upon  this  subject,  I 
M  confer  witbthe  commanaer-in-chief  of  the 
ivision. 

By  a  letter  from  Major  Baokhead,  dated  the 
7th  of  this  month,  I  learn  that  two  thousand 
ipaoish  troops  are  reported  to  have  arrived  at 
Et.  Augustine.  Although  little  reliance  can  be 
laced  m  the  report  received  by  Nbjor  Baokhead, 
et,  whether  it  be  true  or  not,  I  am  satisfied  his 
>mmand  (280  men)  is  quite  too  small  to  admit 
r  auy  detachment,  other  than  that  at  Trader's 
[ill.  There  should,  indeed,  be  not  less  than  this 
umber  stationed  at  and  in  the  immediate  vi« 
nity  of  the  Hill,  and  a  much  greater  number 
iwn  the  frontier  between  that  point  and  this, 
y  a  letter  from  W.  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Telfair,  I 
n  informed  that  a  party  of  Indians  killed  a  Mr. 
aoiel  Dikes  and  his  family,  a  few  days  past,  on 
le  St.  Tilla,  about  forty  miles  from  the  town  of 
ickson,  Telfair  court-house.  I  immediately  6f 
iched  a  troop  of  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  In- 
ians,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  out  a  detach* 
lent  of  infantry  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and 
ecnre  the  intermediate  frontier  from  a  similar 
Qtrage. 

Accompanying  this  I  enclose  a  monthly  return 
r  the  detachment  of  Georgia  militia  under  Brig- 
lier  General  Glassock,  which  was  not  received 
ntil  this  day;  I  had  confidently  believed  that  the 
roper  returns  of  this  detachment  bad  been  duly 
)rwarded  by  Major  Nicks,  who  mustered  and 
ispected  the  same,  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
leneral's  office. 

With  extreme  regret,  I  have  to  state  that  the 
spected  co-oj)eration  on  the  part  of  that  deuch-* 
lent  has  entirely  failed.  An  attempt  to  obtain 
olonteers  to  continue  in  service  until  the  arrival 
f  the  deuehment  from  Major  General  Floyd's 
ivision,  produced  but  forty  men.  The  enclosed 
eport  of  Major  Wright,  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
ial, contains  a  discouraging  picture  of  that  de« 
tchment.  It  cannot  be  expected  at  this  plaee 
^fore  the  lOik  of  next  month,  nor  is  it  piobable 
Aat  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  tluree 
lundred  out  of  the  five  hoadred  called  for,  can 
^  got  into  service. 

The  enclosed  papers,  No.  1  to  4|  contain  eopiss 
of  my  last  eonespoadenae  witk  the  aootraccoi's 

^eQt. 

The  acting  quartermaster,  Lieutenant  Eeiseri 
w  paichased  the  greater  part  of  the  pfavkione 


issnad  dnrtef  the  preeeiM  moath,  wad  h  aow 
engaged  in  the  purchase  of  thirty  thousand  r^ 
tioos,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  now  on  the 
way  to  Fort  Seoti,  by  the  way  of  Flint  river. 
To  pay  for  these  snpplies,  t  have  been  nnder  ihe 
necessity  of  borrowing  ten  thousand  dollars  from 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  upon  a  promise  io  re- 
place the  amount  in  tiiree  months  from  the  33d 
instant.    I  had  taken  the  liberty  to  send  to  Aa- 

Sisu  a  draft  upon  the  Department  ef  War  for 
teen  thousand  dollars,  but  eould  not  obtain 
money  on  the  draft  without  suftring  a  diseount 
of  j{^  per  eenl.  which  was  totally  iaadBisstble. 

The  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  forwarded  by 
your  order,  being  required  to  pay  the  expense  of 
tmnsportation,  for  wnidt  this  snm  will  be  insnf- 
fieient,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  order  the  simi  of  ten  thousand  doUai«}  oa  aa* 
eoiut  of  the  aupply  of  ntione  to  be  forwarded 
to  his  exeelleney  Governor  Rabun,  to  replnee 
that  son  advanoed  by  him.    I  have,  dkc. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINSB. 

The  Hon.  Jobn  C.  CaLBOUir, 

Secretary  qf  fFor. 

No.  1. 

HBABd'RB,  Hi.BTTORD,  GbOBOIA, 

Janrnry  12,  ltl8. 

SiB ;  I  have  received  your  report  in  which  you 
state  that  you  have  some  rations  **on  the  way," 
but  you  do  not  state  where,  or  in  what  quanti- 
ties, they  are  to  be  found.  Let  me  be  informed 
upon  this  subject  without  delay. 

Having  been  informed  by  Brigadier  General 
Glasscock  that  he  bas  not  been  regularly  supplied 
with  rations  by  you ;  that  he  had  advanced  yon 
two  thousand  dollars  to  purchase  pork  for  the 
detachment  of  Georgia  militia  under  his  coin- 
mand,  (which  I  directed  you  to  forward  to  this 
place  for  that  detachment,)  I  learn  that  you 
have  not  complied  with  my  requisition  or  order. 
Should  this  apparent  neglect  remain  longer  un- 
explained, your  continuance  as  contractor's  agent, 
or  as  suttler,  within  the  limits  of  my  command, 
will  be  no  longer  tolerated. 

SDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major  Cfeneral  commanding. 

Captain  O.  W.  Callib, 

Contractor^9  Agent^  Fort  Bawkine, 

No.  2. 
Haktvobd,  January  24|  1818. 

Sut:  Toor  eommnnieatiaa  of  tke  12th  is  re- 
ceived. To  the  seveial  siAjaeta  therein  refer- 
red, and  to  others,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  aa 
follows: 

The  rations  reported  to  have  been  on  hand 
wei«  at  Fort  Hawkins,  Creek  Agency,  Fort 
Mitehetl,  and  Fort  Gaines ;  estimated,  at  Fort 
Hawkins,  say  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  rations  of 
pork  and  beef,and  of  floor  four  or  Aww  tboasand 
rations ;  at  the  agency,  nine  thoasand  rations  of 
fiour,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  smaller 
parts  }^t  Fort  Mltehell,  ten  thousand  rations  of 
floor,  with  a  very  small  quaatity  of  vinegar }  and 
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«t  Fort  GbiDet,ny  sik  or  serea  thottMind  rAtions 
of  fioitf. 

The  two  thoQsand  dollars  receiTod  of  Gencrtl 
Glftssooek  I  did  not  uadersund  were  to  be  applied 
eJCelasiTelf  to  the  parofaase  of  pork.  Mf  dls- 
ftmrsemeota  in  the  porehaae  of  proTieion  have 
considerably  exceeded  that  sam  since  the  receipt 
of  it,  which  was  on  the  10th  of  December  last. 
Of  this  fact  I  shall  be  able  to  conTtnce  the  Oen- 
eral,  by  a  reference  to  my  books,  and  other 
vouchers  on  that  subject  It  is  true  that  the 
balaaoe  of  pork  lef^  at  Fort  Hawkins  was  not 
forwarded  to  this  place  ia  compliance  with  your 
orders;  this  oon-compliaace  proceeded  from  no 
disposition  to  erade  or  treat  with  iodifference 
the  orders  of  the  Gknertl,  but  for  want  of  imme- 
diate means  of  traQaportiaff  it.  In  short,  allow 
me  to  assure  you,  sir,  this  if  I  bsTe,  or  if  I  may 
disobey  your  orders,  it  is  aloae  ascribable  to  the 
want  of  the  means  for  compliance.  With  re- 
gard to  the  flour  refused  at  Fort  Hawkiao,  after- 
wards tranepof  ted  to  and  sold  at  this  place  to  the 
troops,  by  Mr.  LavakC)  I  report  that  it  was  never 
the  property  of  the  contractor ;  that  it  was  in- 
spected and  refused  as  his ;  that  it  was  transport- 
ed and  sold  by  him,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  contractor  or  his  agent* 

I  have  ibe  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

O.  W.  CALLIS, 

Contractof^B  Agent. 
Migor  Qen.  B.  P.  Gainsb,  fc 

No.  3. 

HsADct'sa,  HAaTPORD,  GaoaotA, 

Jasnuary  19, 1818. 

The  army  contractor  is  hereby  required  to  pro* 
Tide  for  the  daily  issue  of  two  thousand  complete 
rations  to  the  United  States'  troops  and  militia,  at 
the  new  fort  now  building  on  F*lint  rirer,  near 
the  Chehaw  village,  and  to  hare  in  store  at  that 
fort,  by  the  20th  dav  of  the  next  month,  (Febru- 
ary,) sixtv  thousand  complete  rations ;  the  meat 
Crt  of  which  to  consist  of  good  pickled  pork  or 
con. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINSS, 

Major  (hnend  Com^g 

Ban JAMIN  O.  Orb,  Esq., 

Armjf  CoiUractor,  or  hu  Agent, 

No.  4. 

Hartforp,  January  24, 1818. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
reeaipc  of  your  requisition,  under  date  of  the  19th, 
and  to  report  that  ^e  contractor  cannot  comply 
with  it  in  full ;  but  that  there  is  engaged  to  the 
contract  to  hare  been  ddirered  at  Fort  Hawkins, 
on  the  80th  of  this  month,  serentr  tkoosano 
ratloBs  of  pork,  which,  together  with  the  prori- 
sioBs  the  money  I  hare,  or  may  hare,  will  pro- 
cure, shall  be  furnished  the  troops. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Soe* 

O.W.  CALLIS, 

Ckmiractor^e  Agent. 
Major  €toneral  Gaiii rr. 


Fort  Scott,  January  U;  1918, 

Sir:  On  the  16tb  instant  I  bad  the  koaor  to 
inform  you  of  the  arriral  of  the  resselsia  charge 
of  Breret  Major  Mublenburjp,  and  to  eaelose  to 
you  the  resigoation  of  1st  Lienteoant  Shaip^  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  the  acceptance  of  which  I 
recommended,  on  account  ot  his  intempenii 
habits.  Since  that  period,  Lieatenanc  Johasas. 
of  the  same  corps,  has  tendered  hb  resignatin, 
which  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  would  also  r^ 
commend  that  his  wish  to  leare  tbe  serriceshoeM 
be  gratified,  as  his  conduct  in  a  skirmbk  witji  tk 
Indians  some  time  since  was  not  anek  as  lo  eri- 
dence  his  being  well  qualified  for  the  pcofessioa 
of  arms* 

I  hare  permitted  him  and  Laeaienaai  Sharp 
to  be  absent  until  the  acceptance  of  their  res^- 
nations  may  be  published,  unless  olherwise  or- 
dered ;  and  herewith  encloaed  is  a  copy  o£  Un- 
tenant Sharp's  letter  of  resignation. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  crossed  the  Flint  n'ret, 
about  fourteen  miles  abore  this  post,  and  pio- 
ceeded  to  Fowltown,  which  had  been  dsKned.  I 
burnt  it,  and  on  the  next  day  arrired  at  Allapal- 
ges.  a  small  town  about  fourteen  miles  soatbeas: 
of  tnis  post.  It  had  also  been  abandoned,  sod  the 
cattle  and  stock  of  erery  kind  reraored,  ashad  beea 
the  case  at  Fowltown.  I  am  informed  thef  hare 
gone  to  or  beyond  tbe  Okolokne  rirer,  there  to 
place  their  women  and  property  ia  greater  seeo- 
rity,  and  better  prepare  tbemaelres  for  war.  Thcj 
continue  to  hare  considerable  intereooise  with  \!i 
Indians  at  Chatahoochee,  many  of  whom  wtR 
with  them,  and  assisted  in  the  destractioa  of  Liea- 
tenant  Scott  and  his  party,  and  in  the  attack  on 
our  resseU  ascending  tbe  rirer,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Breret  Major  Mohlenburg.  Ton  hare 
herewith  a  qopy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Irrisg,  com- 
manding at  Fort  Gaines.  I  cannot  beiiere  the 
information  it  contains,  yet  I  hare  been  informed, 
a  few  days  since,  that  the  Indians  on  the  Chaia- 
hoochee,  below  rort  Gbines,  hare  reeeired  iafor- 
maiion  from  the  agent  of  the  Creek  nation  that 
they  are  to  use  their  pleasure  in  joiaiag  as,  ai 
we  are  the  aggressors.  But  few  of  them  require 
great  inducement  to  act  in  the  war,  hot  most  if 
on  our  side;  and  should  the  war  with  the  Lover 
Creeln  terminate  on  the  terms  represented  bf 
Mr.  Irrin,  it  will  be  risking  but  liule  to  say  the 
pMce  will  be  of  short  duration*  The  foree  of 
this  place  is  much  too  small  to  adranee  agaiitf 
the  enemy,  and  I  hare  not  reeeired  the  least  ia- 
formation  of  the  Georgia  militia  or  Mdatosh's 
Indians,  except  what  is  contained  in  Bir.  Irria^s 
letter,  or  a  line  from  General  Gaines  since  his 
departure. 

I  hare  but  about  two  days*  rations  of  meal 
and  something  upwards  of  thirty  days'  rmtioni 
of  flour  on  hand,  and  without  adrioe  of  addi- 
tional supplies  being  on  the  way;  and  ahoeld 
Captain  0irch,  who  is  now  at  Fort  Gaines  with 
a  eomnmad  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  beef^  not  succeedi  and 
the  contractor's  agents  persist  m  neglecting  their 
duly  mqch  longer,  the  consequences  must  be 
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greatly  dtiMlfwn  to  the  iahabittmu  of  tbt  Cbftl* 
abooobee, 

I  hare  aeiit  Captaio  Commiogf  to  the  ber,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaioing  information  shoola  aar 
vessel  arrive  there  with  provision,  and  will  do  aU 
in  mT  power  to  maiatain  my  poettioo ;  yret  I  do 
rreatiy  fear  my  best  exertions  to  do  eo  will  fidl. 
[  detached  a  sergeant  and  four  mounted  men,  on 
Bzpress,  Co  Fort  Hawkins,  on  the  2l8t  ultimo, 
md  hare  not  since  heard  of  them.  I  shall  write 
to  the  Creek  agent  by  the  present  opportunity, 
md  eoelose  to  him  a  eomr  ot  Mr.  Imn's  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dke. 

M.  ARBUCKLB, 
lAaU.  Col.  7th  Hf*  eomfmamding. 

Major  Gen.  Ardrbw  Jack801I, 

NoMhvlUe^  TkJuieMae. 

N.  B.  Sinee  writing  the  above,  I  have  re- 
:eLved  a  letter  from  ueneral  Gaines,  dated  on 
:he  20th  ultimo,  at  Hartford.  The  contractor's 
igeat  in  that  quarter,  I  am  informed,  has  failed, 
md  the  militia  are  now  about  thtrtj  miles  above 
ihis,  badly  supplied  with  provision.  Captain 
Birch  has  informed  me  that  he  will  be  able  to 
)b(sia  thirty  or  forty  head  of  beef  cattle  at  Fort 
3aines  \  he  will  be  compelled  to  take  them,  as 
he  people  refuse  to  sell.  M.  A* 

Fort  Scott,  January  18, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
esterday,  after  writing  to  Major  General  Jack- 
on  \  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him  is  enclosed, 
fhich  will  exhibit  to  you  the  state  of  things  in 
his  quarter. 

I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  Colonel  Brearly 
)t  the  militia^  eicept  thai  xlkty  were  within 
wenty-five  miles  of  the  Flint  river  on  the  4th 
nstant.  Brockman  wrote  to  me  on  that  date, 
md  informed  me  that  he  was  engaged  procuring 
provisions  for  the  milttia,  the  contractor  having 
ailed  to  supply.  This,  with  the  information 
rou  gave  on  that  subject,  has  induced  me  to 
lODtract  with  Mr.  McCulloh  to  deliver  fifteen 
housand  rations  of  meat  at  this  post,  in  twenty 
lays  from  this  time,  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
»er  ration.  Should  he  fulfil  his  agreement,  and 
I/aptaia  Birch  succeed  in  procuring  thirty  or 
orty  head  of  beef  cattle,  1  think  tnat  supply 
vill  last  the  troops  until  provisions  are  received 
Vom  New  Orleans.  Our  horses  have  a  distem- 
)er  among  them,  which  I  fear  will  destroy  a 
(reat  number  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  ^. 

M.  ARBnCELE,;Lf.  CU.  Om^g. 
Major  Gen.  B.  P.  Gainxs, 

St,Jliary'$,  Georgia. 


Fort  Scott,  Janmtif  18, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  received* information  this  evening, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  may  be  relied  on,  that  the 
whole  or  the  greater  portion  of  the  hostile  Indians 
are  to  have  a  meeting  somewhere  near  the  mouth 
of  Flint  river,  on  the  31st  instant,  for  the  purpose 
of  concerting  measures  for  the  destruction  of  the 


inhabitaaia  on  the  Chatahooebee,  and  the  reduo- 
tion  of  this  posL  In  the  latter  obiecf  the^  expect 
to  succeed,  owing  to  our  want  of  anpplies:  and 
their  calculations  are  not  without  a  reasooahle 
prospect  of  success,  should  not  uncommon  ezer* 
lions  be  made  to  supply  us  from  your  quarter,  ac 
this  command  has  neen  without  meat  at  this  time 
for  five  or  six  days,  and  have  barely  a  hope  of 
receiving  a  temporary  supply,  by  a  command 
sent  to  Fort  Gaines  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
a  few  beef  cattle* 

I  have  heard  from  the  bar  this  eveaiog;  one 
vessel  has  arrived  there  witn  clothing  and  mili- 
tary stores,  having  on  board  very  Utile,  if  any, 
more  provisions  than  will  be  ituuired  by  the  com- 
mand on  board  of  her,  and  without  certain  infor- 
matioa  of  other  vessels  being  on  the  way* 

I  have  to  request  yon  will  let  me  hear  from 
yon  without  loes  of  tisie,  aad  that  you  will  inform 
me  of  a  prospect  of  supplies  from  year  qnartor. 

1  am.  sir,  most  respectfidly,  dbc 

M.  ARBTJCKLB,  14.  CbL  Omi^. 

Brigadier  General  GLAoaoocK, 

Ckehaw  tomn,  FJwU  rimt. 

Drpartmrmt  op  Wi.R,  Aug.  14^  1818. 

Sir:  The  President  haviof  determined  tore* 
store  Su  Marks  Rnd  Pensacola,  with  the  Bamn* 
cas,  to  the  Spanish  authority,  I  am  directed  to 
issue  orders  to  carry  this  determination  into  efiect. 
You  will,  accordingly,  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  commandant  at  Pensacola  to  surreader  that 
place,  with  the  Barancas^  to  anv  Spanish  oflker 
properly  authorixed  to  receive  them.  Authority 
from  the  Governor  General  at  the  Havana,  or  the 
Spanish  Minister,  Don  Onis,  is  considered  suffi- 
cient ;  or,  in  case  the  Governor,  late  in  possession 
of  West  Florida,  Don  Jose  Mazot,  should  himself 
appear  to  receive  possession,  it  will  be  restored 
to  him  on  his  own  auttiority.  St.  Marks  will  be 
restored  to  the  late  Spanish  commandant,  should 
he  appear  to  receive  it,  or  to  any  officer  having 
similar  authority,  as  in  the  case  of  Pensacola ; 
provided  he  is  accompanied  with  a  sufficient  force 
to  garrison  it,  so  as  to  prevent  the  poet  from  being 
seiied  by  the  hostile  Indians.  Its  situation  ia 
the  midst  of  the  hostile  Indiana  renders  this  pro- 
eantioa  necessary.  You.  who  have  an  accomte 
knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the  Indians,  and  of 
the  post,  will  be  able  to  give  precise  inairociions 
on  this  point.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  Spanish 
force  be  so  considemble  as  will  probably  prevent 
any  attempt  by  the  Indians  to  occupy  it. 

PttbHc  property  will  be  restored  in  the  condi- 
tion,  at  far  as  praeticable^  in  which  it  was  taken 
possemion  of.  On  evacnating  these  posts,  vou 
will  make  such  aitangemente  as  will  be  the  best 
calealated  to  hold  the  Indians,  still  remaining 
hostile,  in  check,  and  to  cover  our  frontier.  To 
efl^t  these  objects,  it  is  thought  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  lake  post  to  the  west  of  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  within  the  Florida  line,  as  the  In- 
dians in  that  quarter  are  said  to  be  very  inconsid- 
ereblew  Yon  will,  accordingly,  station  the  troops 
which  may  be  thooght  to  be  necessary  for  the 
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proteetioQ  of  that  porcioa  of  the  frontier  on  oor 
side  of  the  line,  nnlcBs  your  impceMion  should  he 
decidedly  different  from  that  I  b«Te  suted  $  in 
whieh  event,  you  will  take  post  at  any  point 
which  yoQ  may  judge  proper  within  the  country 
poeeesied  by  the  Indians.  On  the  east  of  the 
Appalaehicola  yon  may  station  the  troops  on 
either  side  of  the  line,  «s  yon  may  judge  proper. 
Fort  Qadsden,  besides  admitting  of  great  laeuity 
for  supplies,  appsaia  to  be  a  Tery  commanding 
position,  and  ought  not  to  be  eraeuated.  Should 
you  think  so^  you  will  retain  it,  and  garrisoa  it 
with  a  saificieot  force. 

I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  make  such  a  distri- 
bution of  your  command  as  to  afford^  with  rigi- 
lance,  effectual  protection  to  the  frontier,  without 
resorting  to  the  militia.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance, if  the  militia  can  be  dispensed  with,  not 
to  call  them  into  actual  service,  as  it  is  harassing 
to  them  and  exhaust  ing  to  the  Treasury.  Pro- 
tection is  the  first  object,  and  the  second  is  pro- 
tection by  the  rMrnlar  force.    I  have,  dbc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Brevet  fifajor  €len.  B.  P.  Giinna, 

Fofi  Mafwkitw,  Oiorgia. 


DnPABTMiHT  or  Wab,  ' 

Auguti  19, 1818. 

Sin :  I  send  the  enclosed  extract  from  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Spanish 
Minister,  in  relation  to  St.  Mark's  and  Fensa- 
cola.  My  instructions  to  you,  of  the  14th  in* 
stant,  coDtained  the  substance  of  this  extract ; 
and  my  object  in  communication  it  now,  is,  that 
you  may  be  in  possession  of  the  precise  ideas 
communicated  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  in  case 
any  difficulty  should  occur.    I  have,  d>c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

General  B.  P.  Gaingb. 


HciJid'aa,  Division  of  tbb  Soutb, 
Abc&oti2e,  Janmry  20, 18ia 

Sib:  In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  12th 
instant^  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  order 
of  the  26th  ultimo^  and  advised  you  of  the  ap- 

Kl  1  had  made  to  the  patriotism  of  the  West 
saeseeeana  On  yesterday,  the  officers  who 
had  to  gallantly  headed  the  Tennessae  mounted 
volBnteers,  during  the  Creek  campaigns,  met  me 
at  this  pKaee,  and  gave  every  assurance  of  their 
ability  to  assemble  two  regiments  of  mMiunted 
guiMBieii  by  the  31st  instant,  at  any  designated 
point  within  the  western  part  of  this  Bute.  I 
have  ordered  them  to  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville, 
and  as  many  as  may  appear  on  the  Slst  instant, 
or  the  1st  of  February,  to  be  mustered  and  re- 
ceived into  service  for  six  months  (if  not  sooner 
discharged)  by  my  inspector  general.  The  con- 
tractor has  instructions  to  issue  to  these  troops 
twenty  days'  rations,  and  every  measure  has 
been  adopted  to  facilitate  their  ofiarch,  via  Fort 
Jackson,  bv  the  most  praeticable  rout&  to  Fort 
Scott.    Tnese  troops  will  be  well  supphed  as  far 


aa  Fort  Jaekeooi  and  there  the  aaneeeaiy  pioris- 
ions  may  be  obtained  nod  packed  to  answer  their 
immediate  wants,  until  they  are  intercepted  by 
supplies  from  below.  Major  Fanning  has  been 
despatched  to  Fort  Hawkins  to  purchase  and 
forward  on  these  supplies  to  the  moot  convenient 
point  of  interception.  I  have  advanced  to  hira 
two  thousand  dollars,  with  authority  to  draw  oi 
the  quartermaster  general  for  any  additional 
sums  wanted,  and  imposed  upon  hioa  the  tempo* 
rary  duties  of  deputy  qnartermaster  general.  I 
am  compelled  to  thu  arrangement  Irom  an  im- 
pression that  there  can  be  no  officer  of  the  quar- 
termaster^ department  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Hawkins,  and  Colonel  Gibson  eould  not  po^bly 
reach  that  neighborhood  to  effect  the  objects 
wished. 

My  inspector  general,  Colonel  Hayae,  (no 
brigadier  general  having  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices,) is  charged  with  condacting  the  march  of 
the  two  regiments  of  Tennessee  rolonteers  to 
the  southern  frontier. 

From  the  contents  of  Colonel  ArbueUe'i  and 
Msjor  Muhlenburg's  letters,  copies  of  which  axe 
herewith  enclosed,  you  will  readily  perceive  that 
the  former  must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the 
latter  is  in  a  dangerous  situation.  Bvery  iofor* 
mation  from  our  southern  frontier  justiftes  the 
decisive  measures  Tfaave  taken,  and  urges  the 
prompt  movement'  of  the  volunteers  called  into 
service.  I  trust  yon  will  view  the  subject  in  the 
same  light,  and  that  my  arrangements  may  meet 
with  your  entire  approbation. 

The  troops  now  assembled  on  our  sonihen 
boundary,  reinforced  with  the  Tennessee  volaa- 
teers  called  into  service,  will  enable  me  to  indict 
speedy  and  merited  chastisement  on  the  delud«l 
Semipoles.  I  remain  here  to  faciliute  every  ar- 
rangement for  the  prompt  movement  of  the  Ten- 
nessee detachment,  but  will  leave  this  on  the  22d 
instant  for  Fort  Scott,  via  Fort  Hawkins. 

From  Colonel  Arbuckle's  letter  I  am  advised  of 
the  departure  of  General  Gaines  from  Fort  8eott ; 
and  the  newspapers  communicate  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Georgia  contingency  being  command- 
ed by  a  Brigadier  General.  As  he  must,  conse- 
quently, be  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Scott,  I  have  this 
day  directed  instructions  to  him  by  no  means  to 
precipitate  himself  into  a  general  engagement 
with  the  Semiooles.  but  at  all  hazards  to  relieve, 
if  possible,  Major  Muhlenburg  from  his  present 
situatioD;  and  cover  his  fiscent  up  the  Appalaehi- 
cola river.  I  have  further  advised  him  of  my 
movements,  and  directed  that  he  should  remain 
on  the  defensive,  collect  all  the  necessary  aappUes, 
and  have  every  preparation  made  for  aa  acuve 
campaign  as  soon  as  reinforced  by  the  Teaaes- 
seeans. 

Ckaend  Qaiaaa  has  heea  notified  of  this  order. 
J  have  no  later  advices  from  him  ihaa  ihatof  the 
2d  of  December,  informing  me  of  the  cMasivn- 
pbe  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  party. 

Your  letter,  enclosing  your  general  order  of  ikia 
29th  ultimo^  has  been  rcoeived.  Like  yoaracU,  I 
have  no  other  feelings  to  gratify  than  iJm 
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Mcted  wilh  the.  pnUic  jpppd,  «iid  it  giFcs  wt 
)IeasQre  to  find  that  we  eomeide  io  those  opioions 
alcuUted  \9  produce  it*  Respoostbility  now 
ests  where  it  snoold,  on  the  omcer  issuing  the 
irder ;  and  the  priAcipl£  acknowledged  i»  caLou- 
ated  to  insure  that  sMi>ordif)«tlQii  sq  necessary  to 
he  haxiaonious  movement  of  every  pun  of  the 
(iihi»ry  map  bine. 

It  wouidafibrd  me  mueb  pleasure  to.eoiamn«> 
icate  with  yon  on  ail  military  polnis  wiiich  my 
xperience  may  enable  me  la  elucidate. 
Wlxh  reeneet,  dus. 

ANT>RBW  JACKSON, 

MaLJor  Gtneral  commandingi^ 

Hon^,  Jo^)i<0.  CALuauMf  Sef^y  (^  Wdr» 

'xtrae^  of  iklUi^  fomi^J,  C.  Cafkom^  SfmUpry  »/ 
War,  ta  M^ar  kf€m(mii*  Andmi^  Jadmfh  dt4(A 

Jaruart  dS,  1818^ 
Yottr  letam.of  t^e  12ih  and  13th  inatant  ate 
seeived.  Ttt  mtasarea  yon  have  taken  to  hrtng 
a  efBeiaiit  fetcta  iaip  the  fieki  sre  approbated ; 
nd  a  00AfidtB4:hepfljs  caitruiiacd  that  a  apeedv 
ad  snccessful  termination  of  the  Indian  W!a«  will 
>Uow  year  es«rti«iia» 

U    I        'JJ. 

9iraetcfof  «  letter  from  the  Seeretarv  of  War  io 
M^'et^  Oenerol  Andrew  Jaekeon^  dated 

I>EPABTMBMT  OF  Wa,R,  l\b.  6,  1818. 

I  bav«  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  of 
»ar  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  to  acquaint 
>u  Wftch  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President 
'  all  the  measnres  which  yoa  have  a^dopted  to 
rmioate  the  rupture  with  the  Indians.  The 
>iior  of  oof  armi  as  well  as  the  interest  of  our 
»aatry,  requires  that  it  ahould  be  as  speedily  ter- 
i Dated  a^  practicable;  and  the  confidence  re- 
>sed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude  assures  us 
lat  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as 
ill  mai^e  it  honorable  and  permanenit. 

eftr^cf  0^9  letter  from,  Gmprai  Andrea^  Jaeikemk  to 
the  Setttiaty,  of  War^  d^lfd^ 

EoiiT  HAWKAI90I  Felmiary  JO.  1^19, 
1  reached  this.plape  last  evewDg,  wheal  learnsdi 
r  sundry  communieil|io«8  rf4}eivadfre«i  BreTet 
»jor  Qen^iaL  Gainea^  that  the  Qeorgia  miiiiia, 
^4et  Qeneiai  Qlasaaopl^  had  all  retoraed<bo«ie» 
mtrio0  the  froat(ec  in. a  v;ery  ezppaed  simation. 
he  regular  tro9|>^  at  Fort  3coftt  haret  b^a  oih 
:  proTisioas,  but  the^  i^eana  adopted  hy  M^jor 
«Bf  ral  Qainas  to  remedy  tb%t.  evif|  iadae**  a 
^oag  preaumptioDJhat  tbfiy  are  by  this  tHae  sup^ 
led ;  which^.  with  the  aitefaa  erdared  by  tm  from 
lew  Orleaaay  will,.!  tmal,  affiird  ua  aa  ample 
ipply  for  thai  camff|i^Q« 

The  coairaetor  havjsg  failed,  Ge^^cal  Qainea 
as,  by  my  order,  dixeated  the  qaartermaater  to^ 
yirchaseprovisiffnsyiD  whi^h  hehaasueceeded  ae 
kr  as  to  Jrocuie  one  thqusand  one  hundred  boga^ 
ad  a  sum/^iency  of  bread  stuff}  this  will  mareh 
le  troops. to  and  from  the  aeat  of  wai* 

I  am  without  any  offieial  ad?iee  as  to  the  pre- 
a  ration  and  march  of  the  late  requisition  from 
le  State  of  Qeorgia.  v 
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JSmtrofit  of  a  ktUr  from  Cfmtral  Jaekmm  te  the  Sur^ 

rdary  of  War,  dated 

Hartfoad,  QaoRoiAy  Fsb.  14, 1818. 

I  arrived  at  this  plaee  on  the  evening  oi  tha^ 
12ih,  and  here  met  with  General  Qftines*  From 
a  letter  received  from  the  Gaveraor  of  Georgia,' 
advising  of  the  movement  of  the  militia  from  tbe 
several  coaaties  to  tbe  designated  point  of  rendez- 
vous, as  well  as  the  punctuality  with  whieh  the 
troops  have  assembled  here  under  General  Gaiaes'a 
requisitioo,  has  induced  a  hope  that  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  make  a  prompt  and  speedy  msAch  for 
the  relief  of  Fort  Seott^ 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  f^om  Coloaal 
B.  G.  Qrr  to  Gaptaia  Gallia,  coatraetor's  sgeait 
at  Fort  Hawkins.    From  the  8«kd  with  which  hf 
states  to  have  foraished  his  agents  iq.  thia  souiit 
try,  you  can  judge  haw  far  efieiea<  means  haT^ 
been  adopted  to  inaure  the  necessary  supplies  toi 
the  troops  heretofore  in  servroe,  as  well  as  thosai 
sammoDed  to  the  field  under  the  late  requisitjoAf 
The  D^ode  of  provisioning  an  arniy  by  cea^taoti 
is  o^t  adap^d  to  the  prompt  and  emclen4  mover' 
meat  of  troc^s»    It  may  answer  ia  time  of  P90»: 
found  peace,  where  a  failure  or  delay  cannot  pret: 
dues  a^y  serious  ill  eonsequeoeea;  bm  w.her#» 
aettve  operations  are  necessary,  and  sucoess  d«« 
pendent  on  arompt  and  qvick  mDvememi^  there, 
IS  ao  depsMeoee  to  be  placed  oa  theeoatraeios*- 
Hif  views  are  purely,  mercanary  \  and  where  tJhe/ 
suppli€p  will  not  insure  him  a  profit,  he  hesitaift. 
not  on  a  failure;  never  regarding  how  far  it  mkj. 
defeat  the  best  derisied  plans  of  the  commander^ 
in-chief.    E^rpc^ieacjB  has  confirmed  me  io  thia 
opLpion,  and  the  receipt  faiUue  has  pfompied  me* 
a^q  to,  egress  it. 

The  plan  which  hi^  beea  adopted  to  pr oeora 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  army;  to  tianspcrlf 
them  to  Fort  8cott|  and  the  qiiaAtity  otherwise 
ordered  to  that  point,  wilL  I  hope,  relieve  nie  fresmt 
any  embarrassment  on  toat  aocoaaf,  uatil  a  det 
cisive  blow  has  been  struck  upon  thf  eneioy*    I- 
have  been  sa  frequently  embarraased  from  Ae 
failures  of  coatraiqtoFs,  that  I  oaiinot  but  expreai 
a  hope  that  some  othei?  more  effieifot  and  certain 
mode  of  supplying,  ouc  army  may  be  adoMd  i 
such  a  plan  as  will  reader  diosechaxged^  with  the 
.execuii^  ef  so.  impor^^a^;^  (sust  responsible  to 
militarjt^  ^tjuhpritfi  ^od  ei^posfll  to  severe  and 
merited  chastifea9(?art^  wheaevei '  dcfanlt^fSi,  at 
:the  discretion  of  a  court-martial. 


HJiisa'ae,  Diviatoii  o«.tbr  South, 

Fort  EarfyyFelmtarj^2ei  1818^ 

Sir  :  In  my  last  letter  from  Hartford,  Geoigi% 
of  the  lith  instant,  I  ezfiresaed  a  hope  that  th* 
plains  adopted  to  procure  sopplies  for  we  detaoh* 
meat  from.  Georgia  to  transport  them  to  Fort 
Scott,  together  wtth  the  qaaotity  ordered  to  that 
point,  would,  relieve  me  from  many  embarrase* 
ments  oil  that  account,  until  a  decisive  blow  coald/ 
be  struck  upon  the  enemy. 

The  Georgia  deUchmeot  marched  from  their 
eaeampment  near  Hartford  on  the  l^b  iostaat, 
an^on  that  night  General  Gaines  revived  alaft* 
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ter  from  Lieoteoant  Colonel  Arbackle,  eommand- 
iDg  at  Fort  Scott,  eoDtaioiog  saeh  intelligence  of 
his  intention  to  abandon  that  post,  In  the  erent  of 
not  receiving  supplies  in  a  short  given  time,  as 
induced  him  (General  Qaines)  to  set  out  that 
night,  and,  if  possiblci  bf  reaching  the  place  in 
time  to  prevent  such  a  disastrous  movement. 

The  Ueneral  has,  as  he  communicated  to  me, 
ordered  a  large  supply  of  provisions  to  the  Creek 
fligeocy  to  be  transported  m  boats  to  Port  Scott 
and  this  place,  which  would  serve  until  that  or- 
dered from  Mobile  (by  himself)  should  arrive; 
and  under  that  order  did  calculate  on  meeting 
two  boats  loaded  with  flour,  on  bis  reaching  this 
place,  but  was  deceived,  having  arrived  here  on 
the  ni^ht  of  the  SOth,  which  he  left  on  the  even- 
ing of  tbe  21st.  in  a  small  boat  with  twelve  men. 
On  the  night  of  the  83d  I  received  by  express  a 
letter  directed  to  General  Gaines,  and  dated  the 
19th  instant  from  Captain  Melvin.  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, who  had  been  charged  by  Ueneral  Gaines 
to  build  the  boats  at  the  agency,  and  have  the 
provisions  transported  thence,  stating  that  two 
DoaU  would  be  finished  in  two  davs  which  would 
transport  upwards  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour 
each ;  these  I  had  strongly  calculated  on.  but  they 
have  not  arrived.  The  excessive  rains  nave  ren- 
dered the  roads  so  bad  that  I  ordered  the  troops, 
on  their  march  here,  to  take  their  baggage  on  the 
wagon  horses,  and  abandon  tbe  wagons ;  this  fa- 
cilitated their  march  to  this  plafe,  which  they 
reached  to-day;  and  eleven  hundred  men  are  now 
here  without  a  barrel  of  flour  or  bushel  of  corn. 
We  have  pork  on  foot ;  and  to-morrow  I  shall 
proceed  to  Fort  Scott,  and  endeavor  to  procure 
from  the  Indians  a  supply  of  corn  that  will  aid 
in  subsisting  the  detachment  uatil  we  reach  that 
place.  How  those  failures  have  happened  under 
the  superintendence  of  regular  officers  I  cannot 
imagioe,  butlilame  must  rest  somewhere,  and  it 
shall  be  strictly*  investigated  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  permit. 

The  waters  are  unusually  high,  and  the  ground 
ao  rotten  that  it  is  with  much  difficulty  that  even 
pack-horses  can  pas«.  Every  stream  we  are  com- 
pelled either  to  bridge  or  swim* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  oomm 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun ,  Se^  of  War. 


HBAoa'ns,  Dtviaioif  or  tab  Sotrra, 

JFbrt  Gadeden,  March  25, 1818. 
Sir  :  At  7  o^clock  P.  M.,  on  the  9th  instant,  I 
reached  Fort  Scott,  with  the  brigade  of  Georgia 
militia  nine  hundred  bavonets  strong,  and  some 
of  the  friendly  Greeks  who  had  joined  me  on  my 
march  a  few  days  before,  where  finding  but  one 
fl^f^V®^  corn  per  man,  and  a  few  poor  cattle, 
which,  added  to  tbe  live  pork  I  brought  along, 
would  give  us  three  days*  rations  of  meat,  deter- 
mined me  at  once  to  use  this  small  supply  to  the 
best  advantage.  Accordingly,  having  been  ad- 
vis«»d  by  Colonel  Qihsoo,  quartermaster  general, 
that  he  would  sail  from  New  Orleans  on  the  12th 


of  February  with  supplies,  and  being  ifaotilriied 
that  two  sloops  with  provisions  were  ii  ibe  bif, 
and  an  officer  had  been  despatched  froa  Fort 
Scott  in  a  large  keel-boat  to  bring  op  i  fin  of 
their  loading,  and  deeming  that  tbe  pracmtioQ 
of  these  supplies  would  be  to  preserve  the  tmy, 
and  enable  me  to  proeecnte  the  camptisn^lv- 
sumed  the  command  on  the  morning  of  tie  lOtk; 
ordered  the  live  stock  slaughtered,  aod  isswd  lo 
the  troops  with  one  atmit  of  corn  to  eseh  dh 
and  the  line  of  march  to  be  taken  op  attvtln 
meridian.  Having  to  cross  the  Flint  hTcr,  vhiek 
was  very  high,  combined  with  some  acfkei  a 
returning  the  boats  *dnring  a  very  dark  liflit,  I 
was  unable  to  move  from  theoppcmte  btikBitil 
nine  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  Uib,  vknl 
took  up  my  line  of  march  down  the  csst  bukaf 
the  river  for  this  place,  tooehiag  the  river  uoAa 
as  practicable,  looking  for  the  proviaos  botfi 
which  Were  aaeending,  and  which  1  was  fortuiK 
enough  to  meet  on  um  13th,  when  I  oikni  u 
extra  ratum  to  tbe  troopsi  thejr  not  haviif  noaretf 
a  full  one  of  meal  or  floor  siaca  thcii  aninlic 
Fort  Early. 

On  that  day  my  patroles  eaptuted  tkiic  prs* 
oners,  and  found  soum  hidden  cors.  Oa  tk 
morning  of  the  14th  I  ordwed  the  boat  dovs  tk 
river  to  this  place,  whilst  I  descended  bf  lii( 
and  reached  here,  without  interroptioi,  on  tk 
16th.  The  eligibility  of  this  spot  si  s  depot  ^ 
termined  me,  and  I  immediately  directed  m][iii- 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  of  the  ei^w 
corps,  to  furnish  a  plan  for,  and  snperiAteod  tk 
erection  of,  a  fortification.  His  talesu  tod  ii»)t' 
fatigable  zeal,  displayed  ia  the  ezecatioo  of  i^ 
order,  induced  me  to  name  it  Fort  Qd^^ 
which  be  is  justly  entitled.  On  my  srriiti  kere  I 
immedjaiely  despatched  the  boat  lo  (Ae  bif  for 
tbe  balance  of  the  provisions  knows  to  k  there, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  the  flotiilt,iacb&rgeot 
Colonel  Gibson,  had  reached  there,  isd  v^ieb 
returned  on  the  19th  with  the  unpleasisg  intelli- 
gence that  nothing  had  been  heard  fromikfl»* 
tilla  from  New  Orleans,  since  it  wsj  sees  pifitag 
Fort  Bowyer.  I  immediately  pot  the  tnootoi 
half  rations,  and  pushed  the  coapletioB «  w 
fort  for  the  protection  of  the  provisiooi,  la  tk 
event  of  their  arrival,  intending  to  msreh  fov 
with  to  the  heart  of  tbe  enemy,  and  eodetrorii 
subsist  upon  him.  In  the  mean  time,  I  despsteki 
Major  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillerf,  to  tut 
another  look  into  the  bay,  whose  retorfl.oB  tk 
morning  of  the  23d,  brought  the  iofbrmstioB  m 
ColonelGibson,  with  one  gunboat  and  three  irtt* 
sports,  and  others,  in  sight,  were  in  tbe  bif •  ^ 
the  same  night  I  received  other  iofonnstioa  tM 
no  more  had  arrived.  I  am,  therefore,  appr«^ 
sive  that  some  of  the  smaller  vessels  bire  m 
lost,  as  one  gunboat  went  to  pieces,  ssdaDothc^ 
when  last  spoken,  had  one  foot  of  wifr  in  M 
hold ;  all  the  vessels  had  been  spokes  after  •l*^ 
that  dispersed  them*  A  north  and  non^v^ 
wind  has  prevailed  for  six  days,  bot  hn  i<«^^ 
nately  changed  this  morning.  I  am  novaww 
ing  a  boat  from  the  bay  (which  is  expee^e^  ta^ 
day)  to  complete  eight  days'  radons  for  ml  t'^ 
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upon  whieh  I  mean  to  march.  From  informatioQ 
receir^d  from  Pensaeola  and  New  Orleans  I  hare 
Qo  doubt  but  that  St.  Marks  is  in  possession  of 
ihe  Indians.  The  Goyernor  of  Pensacola  in- 
formed Captato  Call,  of  the  Ist  infantrf,  (now 
lere,)  that  the  Indians  had  demanded  arms,  am- 
nuoitioD,  and  pro? isions,  or  the  possession  of  the 
l^arrison  of  St.  Marks  of  the  commandant,  and 
;bat  he  presumed  possession  would  be  giren  from 
nability  to  defend  it.  The  Spanish  Gtorernment 
s  boond  br  treatf  to  keep  her  Indians  at  peace 
rith  OS.  They  bare  acknowledged  their  tncom* 
letency  to  do  this,  and  are  consequently  boond, 
)jr  the  law  «f  nations,  to  yield  us  all  facilities  to 
educe  them.  Under  this  consideration,  should  I 
e  able,  I  shall  take  possession  of  the  garrison  as 
depot  for  my  supplies,  should  it  be  found  in  the 
lands  of  tb«  Spaniads,  they  baring  supplied  the 
odiana ;  but  irin  the  hands  of  the  enemy  I  will 
possess  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  as 
I  necessary  position  forme  to  bold,  to  gire  peace 
nd  security  to  this  frontier,  and  put  a  final  end 
9  the  Indian  warfare  in  the  South. 

Finding  it  rery  difficult  to  supply  Fort  Craw- 
ord  on  the  Canecub  by  land  I  hare  ordered  the 
Dpplies  for  that  garrison  by  water,  and  written 
»  the  Gtorernor  of  Pensacola,  that,  if  he  inter- 
Dpts  them  during  the  present  Indian  war,  I  shall 
lew  it  as  aiding  our  enemy,  and  treat  it  as  an 
et  of  hostility ;  and  stated  to  him  the  propriety, 
bder  existing  circumstances,  of  his  affording  all 
icilities  to  put  down  their  own  as  well  as  our 
aemies,  and  that  our  Gorernments,  while  nego- 
atiog,  can  take  the  subject  under  consideration, 
at,  in  the  mean  time,  our  prorisions  must  pass 
)  Fort  Crawford  by  water  without  interruption. 

In  mine  of  the  14th  February,  from  Hartf6rd, 
informed  you  of  the  means  adopted  to  procofe 
applies,  and  in  my  last  of  the  26th,  from  Fort 
larly,  I  informed  you  of  their  situation.  To  those 
ommunications  I  beg  leare  to  refer  you*  I  hare 
nly  to  add  that  I  left  Fort  Barly  for  Fort  Scott, 
od  subsisted  my  troops  on  ground  peas,  corn, 
nd  pork,  that  I  could  occasionally  procure  from 
lie  Indians,  with  some  pork  I  had  on  foot,  the 
rhole  subsisiehce  for  man  and  horse  not  costing 
re  hundred  dollars.  Of  all  theanpplies  purchased 
ir  the  relief  of  Fort  Scott,  anci  the  support  of 
le  Gkorgia  militia,  not  one  pound  was  receired 
ntil  1  pas^sed  Fort  Scott.  I  said  in  mf  last  that 
lame  rested  somewhere.  The  cause  of  those 
litures  wilt,  in  due  time,  be  a  subject  of  investi- 
ation,  and  Colonel  Brearly  has  been  arrested  on 
be  application  of  General  Gaines. 

By  some  strange  fatality,  unaccountable  to  me, 
he  Tennessee  rolunteers  hare  not  yet  joined 
ne ;  they  promptly  left  their  homes,  and  through 
he  inclement  weather  reached  rort  Mitchell, 
fhere  I  had  ordered  them  supplies,  and  where 
Dolonel  Hayne,  who  led  them,  met  my  instruc- 
ions  to  pass  by  Fort  Gaines,  where  he  would  get 
I  supply  of  corn  that  would  enable  him  to  reach 
Ei*ori  Scott;  but  the  idea  of  starration  had  stalked 
ibroad,  a  panic  appears  to  hare  spread  itself  ere- 
ry  where,  and  he  was  told  that  they  were  starring 
It  Fort  Gaines  and  Fort  Scott,  and  he  was  in- 


duced to  pass  into  Georgia  for  supplies.  His  men 
and  officers,  as  reported  to  me,  were  willing  to 
risk  the  worst  of  consequences  on  what  they  bad 
to  join  me;  howerer,  they  hare  been  marched 
from  their  supplies  to  a  country  stripped  of  them, 
when  erery  consideration  should  hare  inducea 
his  adrisers  to  bare  urged  him  on  to  secure  the 
supplies  in  the  bay,  and  preserre  tbemselres  and 
Fort  Scott  from  starration.  I  hare  a  hope  they 
will  join  me  before  I  reaab  St.  Marks,  or  the 
Miekasuky  towns;  this  would  be  desirable,  as  the 
troops  ordered  from  New  Orleans,  to  protect  the 
supplies,  hare  not  reached  the  bay,  and  learing 
garrisons  at  Forts  Scott  and  Gadsden  weakens 
my  force  much  ;  the  whole  efiectire  strength  of 
the  regulars  being  but  three  hundred  and  sixty 
prirates. 

In  mine  of  the  26th  ultimo,  from  Fort  Early. 
I  stated  that  despatches  receired  by  General 
Gaines  on  the  19ih  instant,  from  the.oommand* 
ing  officer  at  Port  Scott,  induced  him  to  set  out 
that  night  for  Fort  Scott  to  prevent  its  abai^* 
donment,  &c.  In  his  passage  down  the  Flint  ha 
was  shipwrecked,  br  which  ha  lost  his  assistant 
adjutant  general.  Major  C»  Wrisht,  and  two  sol* 
diers,  (drowned.)  The  General  reached  me  six 
days  after,  nearly  exhausted  by  hunger  and  Cold, 
baring  lost  his  bageage  and  clothing,  and  being 
compelled  to  wander  in  the  woods  four  and  a 
half  days  without  anything  to  subsist  on,  or  any 
clothing  except  a  pair  of  pantaloons.  I  am  happy 
to  bare  it  In  *my  power  to  say  that  he  is  now 
with  me,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  in  good 
health. 

The  ffreat  scarcity  of  subaltern  officers,  in  the 
4th  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry,  has  induced 
me  to  appoint  sereral  youn|[  men,  present,  as 
second  lieutenants  in  the  regunents,  who,  from 
personal  knowledge,  and  good  recommendations, 
I  hare  no  doubt,  will  prore  tbemselres  worthy, 
and,  I  trust,  will  meet  with,  the  approbation  of 
the  President.  A  list  of  their  names,  and  the 
regiments  to  which  they  are  atuched,  will  be 
furnished  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  by 
my  adjutant  general. 

ANDREW  JACKSON^ 
Major  Qen,  commanding. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  abore,*  I  hare  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  boat  from  the 
bay  has  arrired  with  prorisions;  also  Colonel 
Gibson  and  Captain  McKeerer  of  the  Nary.  I 
shall  more  to-morrow,  baring  made  the  necea* 
sary  arrangements  with  Captain  McKeerer  for. 
his  co-operation  in  transporting  my  snppltea 
around  to  the  bay  of  St.  Marks,  from  which  place 
I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating 
with  rou.  Should  our  enemy  attempt  to  escape 
with  his  supplies  and  booty  to  the  small  islanasi 
and  from  thence  carry  on  a  predatory  warfare, 
the  assistance  of  the  nary  will  prerent  his  escape. 

General  Mcintosh,  commanding  the  friendly 
Creeks,  who  had  been  ordered  to  reconnoitre  the 
right  bank  of  the  Appalachicola,  reported  to  me 
on  the  19th  that  he  bad  captured,  without  the 
fire  of  a  gun,  one  hundred  and  eighty  women  and 
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children  and  fifiy-Ukree  wmnjoni  of  the  Red 
GroQad  chiePs  party:,  with  their  cattle  and  sim- 
plies ;  the  chief  aod  thirly  warriors  makiog  their 
escape  on  horsehack.  T^n  of  the  warriora,  at- 
temptiQff  (0  escape  after  they  bad  sorreiideied, 
were  kUTed  by  the  General. 

A.  J. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calboun,  Sec^y  of  Wan 


C0O8ABA,  IIBAR  FOBT  JaOKBOH^ 

Marrh  27, 16ia 

Sir  :  Haring  arranged  the  affairs  of  the  terri- 
tory, as  far  as  was  practicable.  I  left  St.  Stephen's 
the  lith  instant,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding 
to  Gkorffta  for  my  family.  At  the  town  of  Clai- 
borne, the  next  day,  intelligence  reached  me  that, 
on  the  night  of  the  13ib^  Wiy  of  Indians  had 
attacked  a  boose  on  the  Federal  road,  about  siz- 

Sf-fire  miles  distant  from  that  place,  and  mur- 
ered  eight  persons.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
detachment  of  mounted  militia  iQto  serrice,  and 
proceeded  with  them  to  the  place*  At  the  same 
time,  apprehending  the  murderers  might  attempt 
to  escape  to  Florida,  the  asylum  for  our  enemies, 
I  transmitted  a  communication,  by  ezoress,  to  the 
eomtnanding  officer  at  Fort  Crawford,  notifying 
him  of  my  arrangements,  and  desiring  a  force  to 
be  sent  from  the  fort,  in  two  detachments,  along 
certain  routes,  to  the  place  of  rendezrous.  The 
express  was  also  instructed  to  overtake  me.  I  ac- 
cordingly received  information  fromMajorToong 
that  my  request  had  been  executed.  The  detach- 
ments were  marched  with  a  promptitude  honora- 
ble to  the  major,  and  I  trust  they  will  beenabled, 
with  the  aid  of  the  militia,  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  hostile  party. 

Understanding  that  the  inhabitants,  fa  this 
quarter,  considered  themselres  in  mucn  danger, 
I  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  tbe  disposition 
of  the  troops,  and  proceeded  hither.  I  have  since 
been  correctly  informed,,  that  the  morning  I  left 
the  place  of  rend.ezvous,  five  yieo,.  riding  on  the 
road  in  that  netg^bborhood»  were  fired  on  by  the 
Indians — three  killed,  and  one  wounded;  ia  this 
state  of  ihtDgs  it  |s  tadis^aable  to  the  safety  of 
tbe  coooitry,  lha(  troops  ishould  be  stationed  ac 
several  points ;  and  I  have  taken  measures,  as  far 
V  <  caj),  Cot  ihtit  object.  I  have  also  issued  an 
order,  that  all  lodiaos  who  are  hunting  in  our 
woods  depart  forthwith  to  their  aation*  It  has 
fajeeome  npcessarv  to  tbeiir  safety,  aod  to  the  re^ 
pose  of  th^  inhaoigints.  We  cannot  distinguish 
tba  hostile  from  the  ffiendJy  P^rty ;  aod  such  is 
the  state  of  alarm,  that  the  sight  of  an  Indian 
creates  amuog  tbe  wnmen  and  children  tbe  most 
frightful  apprehensions.  I  have  sent  a  letter  to, 
the  Big  Warrior,  re(}uesting  him.  to  aall  his  peO'* 
pie  bome»  and  assuring  him  that  my  order  is  dic- 
tated by  the  most  friendly  motives. 

Is  it  not  probable  that  when  the  Seminole&are 
pressed  by  General  Jackson,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Appalachicola^  they  will  retreat  to  our  fron- 
tier.s,  and  lake  revenge  on  our  defenceless  inhab- 
itants? I  look  for  it,  and  am  without  the  means 
of  resistance.    There  are  not  more  thaa  oui?  hun" 


dred  r«pilais  at  Port  Crawford, aid  tm^irdfii 
the  militia  of  the  t^ritory  are  not  yetfffuized. 
Nor  can  I  organize  theip,  aad  appoint  ;Woi* 
cers,  until  thecouatry  is  laid  off  into  propsinu. 
So  soon  as  the  Legislature  arranged  theeouiia, 
I  issued  the  necessary  instractioot  os  Uai  aV 
iect ;  bat  owing  to  high  waters,  aad  the  vuidl 
bridgesi  it  is  impossible  to  have  then  execoudtt 
preseoL  There  is  not,  moreover,  Dor  bu  then 
oeen  one  dollar  in  our  tre^rory.  Toa  will rei<lilj 
perceive  my  eoUiarrassflaefltai  aad  1  cirBesdy  «&• 
treat  you  to  place  funds  at  my  disposal  for  lie 
protection  of  the  people^  and.  if  pracucabie,  to 
order  a  much  larger  niunber  of  rcgoUr  umjs  to 
our  froAtiers. 

I  shall  raaka  this  my  headqoaitn  for noe 
Wfeka.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  4^ 

WM.  W.  BiBB. 

Hpi.  JOBII  C.  CJU.B0D1I, 

SecnUurif  ef  Wat. 

HiADa'as,  Dtviaion  op  tbb  Socn, 
Camp  near  St.  MarVt,  Apri%M, 
Sia:  I  wrote  you  from  Fort  Gadsd^Q,eoaa>p 
nicatine  the  embarrassmenu  under  whicHw 
labore^T  previous  to  my  arrival  at  ihttpo^ud 
my  determination!  being  then  ia  isitoiiw&to 
commence  active  operations,  to  peoetrate  iaiM- 
diately  into  the  cenUe  of  tbe  S«auaole  tovu 
My  armv  marched  on  tbe  26th  oltimo,  aai  « 
the  1st  of  April,  was  reinforced  bf  the  fneo^f 
Creek  warriors,  under  General  MelnUBh,aDdi 
deuchment  of  Tennessee  volunteers, coaotaM 
by  Colonel  BUiotC  On  the  saffledij,ani^iu 
a  half  in  advance  of  the  Miekasakiu  ^^ 
a  small  ptrtv  of  hostUe  ladiaas  were  disfliferrd 
judiciously  located  on  a  point  of  Itod  prqjeeu^ 
into  an  extensive  marshy  pond;  \)»^ii^^ 
sigoated.  as  since  understood,  for  iheeoateairh 
ting  oC  the  negro  and  Indian  fotces  to  gi^c  u 
battle.    Tbiey  sustained,  for  a  short  ptn^ » 
spirited  atuok  from  my  advanced  ^l.^^r 
nies,  but  fled  and  dispersed  in  «n^^2 
upon  coiping  in  contact  with  mj  ^°Vi  f!r 
and  discovering  a  movement  to  'i^^'^^V.- u 
The  pursuit  was  continued  throogb  theKucu| 
sukian  towns,  until  aight  coaaeUed  i»  to 
camp  my  army.  The  next  day  ddtcbmeBt**"^ 
sent  out,  in  cverv  directioni  to  reco»DOiir« »« 
country,  secure  all  aoppUes  found,  tBd  re<)ace 
ashes  the  villages.    The  duty  was  eiwaw" 
my  satisfaction  J  nearly  three  bBodred  JJ"^ 
were  consumed,  and  the  greafest  *bu|«WJ^^" 
corn,  cattle,  dfcc.,  brought  m-   Bwy  w**"'^ 
of  a  hostile  spirit  was  found  in  U»ebabitttio»» 
their  chiefs.    In  the  council  bouse  of  K^^"^. 
town,  the  King  of  the  Mickasokians,  a»^^^ 
fifty  fresh  scalps  were  found  2  and,  in  !** '^,-. 
of  the  public  square,  the  old  Bed  Su<^  V^« 
dard,  a  red  pole,  was  erected^  ^™''     r  omiU 
scatns,  recognised  by  the  hair,  w^^  J°Ltt 
heads  of  the  unfortunate  companiois.»7,Kp 


As  I  bad  reason  to  believe  that  a  pw"°'h,i.a 
hostile  Indians  had  fled  to  Su  Ma/bi  I  <"^.. 


my  majcch  towards  that  fortresiu 


companioi*  «  Tji^e 


nu 


Aft!>BNl)Il, 


^m 


Ihjktt  tf  ^  BfrHniM^  huKanMj  fc. 


bond  that  the  Indians  and  negrots  eotnbined  had 
lemanded  a  surrender  of  that  work;  the  Spanish 
garrison  was  too  weak  to  defend  it^  and  there 
vere  circumstances  reported  prodacing  a  strong 
onriction  in  my  mind,  that,  ii  not  instigated  b]r 
he  Spanish  authorities,  the  Indians  had  received 
he  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  from  that 
[uarter;  forei^  agents,  who  bare  been  loag 
iraciisioff  their  intrigues  and  viUanies  in  this 
oontrjr,  had  free  access  into  the  fort;  St.  Marks 
ras  necessary,  as  a  depot^  to  insure  socceto  to 
1/  operaiiona.  These  considerations  determined 
le  to  occupy  it  with  an  American  force.  An 
iventory  of^Spanish  property^  munitions  of  war. 
tc,  has  been  taken  and  receipted  for ;  personal 
ights  and  private  property  hate  been  respected ; 
nd  the  commandant  and  garrison  ftirnished  with 
ransportation  to  Pensacola.  My  correspondence 
rilh  the  Spanish  commandants^  the  eridencea 
nder  whieh  I  acted,  and  a  detailed  aecoum  of 
ly  operations,  Wi^l  o^  Airnisbed  you  as  early  as 
ractieable.  Success  depends  upon  the  rapidity 
f  my  tnovementa;  to-morrow  I  shall  march  fbr 
he  Sawanee  river,  the  destroying  of  th«  estab- 
shments  on  whieb  will,  id  my  opinion,  put  a 
Dal  etose  to  this  savage  War. 
Captain  McKeever,  of  the  Navy,  cruising  at 
ly  request  on  this  toast,  has  been  foitunafe 
loQgh  to  aeovre  Francis,  or  Hilfis  Hajo,  the 
reat  prophet,  atid  Hornattlemied,  an  old  Red 
^ick  chief.  They  visited  his  vessel  tmder  an 
opreswion  they  were  Eiiiglish;  frotti  Whom,  as 
lev  Slated,  Mpntieh  of  manftitHis  of  war,  ftc., 
ader  late  promises,  were  expected.  Ai^uthnot. 
Scotchman,  and  suspected  as  an  instigator  or 
lis  savage  war,  was  found  rn  St.  Marks;  he  is 
I  coafinemeat,  aatil  evidences  of  his  guth  can 
e  colfa^eted.  I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

CaHP,  14  MILE8  VBOH  St.  MarICB, 

Oil  mardi  to  i^twaneef  AfrU  9, 1818. 

From  evid^ncek  furnished  me  by  a  Mr.  Ham- 
)y,  there  is  little  room  to  doubt  but  that  one  of 
le  chiefs,  found  slain  on  the  fidd,  in  advance  of 
le  Mi^aaukian  village  was  Kenhagee.  Fran- 
is,  or  HfUis  Hajo,  and  Homatilemied,  the  prime 
istigators  af  this  war,  have  been  hung.  The 
ttter  commanded  the  party  who  so  inhumanly 
Kcrificed  Scott  and  his  companions.  Colonel 
>yer,  with  the  remainder  of  the  Tennessee  vol- 
nteers,  is  In  the  neighborhood,  and  wlH  unite 
Hth  me  to^ttforrow. 


At  1Ma5ack8,  April  15, 1818. 

DiBAa  Sib  :  Since  I  last  wrote  to  yon  I  hsve 
eceived  intelligeitce  wbick  makes  itneceaaary 
or  me  to  vetum  to  Su  Scephena.  I  learn  that  the 
Indians  who  committed  the  lau  mttf  deTs  in  this 
leighborkood  were  seen  a  £sw  days  since  at  Pen- 
Acola.  My  situation  is  extremely  unpleasant. 
I  am  without  funds  for  the  protection  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  totally  ignorant  of  the  views  of  the 
dorernment  witn  ropect  to  Florida.  A  friendly 


and  intelligent  Indian  has  informed  me  that  the 
hostile  party,  by  whom  we  have  been  annoyed, 
are  two  miles  south  of  the  Florida  line,  on  a  creek 
called  Yellow  Water^  from  whence  they  male 
incursions  upon  us.  And  yet  I  have  received  no 
intimation  from  the  Elecutive  of  the  United 
States  which  authorizes  me  to  send  troops  into 
the  Spanish  territory.  What  orders  have  been 
issued  10  General  Jackson  on  that  subject  I  know 
not;  nor  indeed  am  I  acquainted  in  any  degree 
with  the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  prosecutiag  the  present  War. 

I  should  be  glad  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the 
Government.  We  hare  no  mails  at  present,  and 
I  send  this  letter  to  Georgia  by  travellers  whom 
1  have  met  this  evening  on  nty  route  to  St*  Ste- 
phens. WM.  W.  BIBB. 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  <f  War. 

Hbaimi^b,  Division  of  tvb  Sootbi 
B&wlege^  Tinmjaimoatm  Titer,  ^nldOf  ^la 

Sia :  My  last  communication,  dated  Canfp,  be- 
fore St.  Mark's,  April  8,  and  those  to  which  it 
referred,  advised  you  of  my  toovementv  and  oper- 
ations up  to  that  date;  and,  as  I  then  advised 
you,  I  inarched  from  that  place  on  the  meming 
of  the  9(h.  On  the  evenmg  of  the  KHh  I  was 
joined  by  the  rear  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
Hilao  by  the  Indians  under  General  Melmoib, 
whom  I  had  left  aiMickasokee  to  scour  theisoun- 
try  around  tha«  plaee.  Although  the  weather 
has  been  dry  and  pleasant,  and  the  waters  had 
anbeided  in  a  great  degree,  our  march  might  be 
aaid  to  have  been  through  water,  which  kept  (be 
infantry  wet  to  the  middle,  and  the  depth  of  the 
swamps,  added  to  the  want  of  forage,  occasioned 
the  horses  to  give  out  daily  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  morning  of 'the  i2th,  near  Bconftnnahi 
or  Natural  Bridge,  a  party  of  Indians  were  dis- 
covered on  the  margin  ofm  swamn, and  attacked 
by  General  Mcintosh,  and  about  firty  Tennessee 
volnnteers,  who  routed  them,  killing  thirty-seven 
warriors,  and  capturing  six  men  and  ninety-seven 
women  and  children;  also  recapturing  a  white 
woman  who  had  been  taken  at  the  massacre  of 
Scott.  The  friendly  Indians  also  took  some  horaea 
and  about  ^fe  hundred  bead  of  cattle  from 
the  enemy,  who  proved  to  be  McQueen's  party. 
XJpon  the  application  of  an  old  woman  of  the 
prisoners,  I  agreed  that  if  Medueen  was  tied  and 
carrt^  to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark*^  her 
people  should  be  received  in  peace,  carried  to  the 
upper  tribea  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  there  pro- 
visioned until  they  could  raise  ineir  own  cropa. 
She  appeared  nmch  pleased  with  these  terms, 
and  I  set  her  at  liberty,  with  written  instructions 
to  the  commandant  of  St.  Mark's  to  that  effect. 
Having  received  no  further  intelligence  from 
McCtoeen,  Ivm  induced  to  believe  the  old  wo- 
man has  complied  with  her  part  of  the  obligation. 

From  St.  Mark's  I  marched  with  eight  days' 
rations,  those  that  joined  me  having  out  five; 
this  was  done  under  the  expectation  of  reaching 
this  place  in  that  time,  founded  on  the  report  of 
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my  faithful  iDdian  guide,  whi<h  I  sbonld  hare 
accomplished  but  for  the  poverty  of  my  horses, 
and  the  coutloued  sheets  of  water  through  which 
we  had  to  pass,    Oa  the  morniDg  of  the  15th,  my 
■coots  overtook  a  small  party  of  Indiaos,  killing 
one  man,  and  capturing  the  residue,  consisting  of 
one  man,  and  one  woman  and  two  children ;  and 
on  that  evening  I  encamped,  as  my  guide  sup- 
'  posed,  within  twelve  miles  of  Suwanee.  I  marcn- 
ed  v^ry  early  on  the  15th,under  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  encompass  and  attack  the  Indian  and  ne- 
gro towns  by  one  o'clock  P.  M,,  but  much  to  my 
regret,  at  three  o^cIock,  and  after  marching  six- 
teen miles,  we  reached  a  remarkable  pond,  which 
my  guide  recollected,  and  reported  to  be  distant 
six  miles  of  the  object  of  my  march  i  here  I  should 
'  have  halted  for  the  night,  had  not  six  mounted 
Indians,  (supposed  to  be  spies,)  who  were  dis- 
covered, effected  their  escape;  this  determined 
me  to  attempt,  by  a  forced  movement,  to  pre- 
vent the  removal  of  their  effects,  and,  if  possi- 
blcj  themselves,  from  crossing  the  river ;  for  my 
rations  being  out,  it  was  ail  important  to  secure 
their  supplies  for  the  subsistence  of  my  troops. 
Accordingly  my  lines  of  attack  were  instantly 
formed  and  put  in  motion ;  and  about  sunset  my 
left  flank  column,  composed  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
Tennessee  volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Will- 
iamson, and  a  part  of  the  friendly  Indians  under  Col. 
Kanard,  having  approached  tne  left  flank  of  the 
centre  town  and  commenced  their  attack, caused 
me  to  quicken  the  pace  of  the  centre,  composed 
of  the  regulars,  Georgia  militia,  and  my  volun- 
teer Kentucky  and  Tennessee  guards,  in  order  to 
press  the  enemy  in  his  centre,  whilst  the  right 
column,  composed  of  the  1st  regiment  of  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  under  Colonel  Dyer,  and  a  part  of 
the  friendly  Indians,  headed  by  General  Mcin- 
tosh, who  had  preceded  me,  were  endeavoring  to 
turn  his  left  and  cut  off  his  retreat  to  the  river. 
.Theyt  however,  having  been  previously  informed 
,  of  our  force,  by  a  precipitate  retreat,  soon  crossed 
the  river,  where  it  is  believed  Colonel  Kanard, 
with  his  Indians,  did  him  considerable  injury. 
Nine  negroes  and  two  Indians  were  found  dead, 
and  two  negro  men  made  prisoners.   On  the  17tb, 
foraginff  parties  were  sent  out.  who  found  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  corn  ana  some  cattle.    On 
the  18th,  having  obtained  some  small  craft,  I  or- 
dered General  Gaines  across  the  river  with  a 
strong  detachment,  and  two  days'  provision,  to 

Sursue  the  enemy;  the  precipitancy  of  their 
ight  was  soon  discovered  by  the  sreat  quantity 
of  goods,  corn^  dbc, strewed  through  the  swamps, 
ana  convinced  General  (Hines  that  pursuit  was 
in  vain ;  nine  Indians  and  five  negro  prisoners 
were  taken  by  our  Indians.  The  evidence  of  the 
haste  with  which  the  enemy  had  fled  induced 
the  General  to  confine  his  reconnoissance  to  search 
for  cattle  and  horses;  both  of  which  were  much 
wanted  by  the  army.  About  thirty  head  of  cat- 
tle were  procured,  but,  from  the  reporu  accom- 
panying General  Gaines's,  which,  in  due  time, 
will  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  the  disobedience 
of  his  orders  by  the  Indians,  not  one  pound  was 
brought  into  camp. 


As  soon  as  time  will  permit,  I  shall  forward 
you  a  detailed  account  ol  the  various  Utile  ^Skirs 
with  the  enemy,  accompanied  with  repotts  of 
the  commanding  officers  of  detachmenu;  soffiee 
it  for  the  nresent  to  add  that  every  officer  sad 
soldier  under  my  command,  when  danger  ap- 
peared, showed  a  steady  firmnesa;.  which  eoe- 
vinced  me  that,  in  the  event  of  a  stubborn  con- 
flict, they  would  have  realized  the  best  hopes  d 
their  country  and  Gkneral. 

I  believe  I  may  say  that  the  destruction  of  tius 
place,  with  the  possession  of  St.  Mairka,  hewia^ 
on  the  night  of  the  18th  captured  the  lace  Liea- 
tenant  A'mbrister,  of  the  British  marine  eorpi, 
and,  as  represented  bv  Arbuthnot,  soecesor  lo 
Woodbine,  will  end  the  Indian  war  for  the  pres- 
ent ;  and  snould  it  be  renewed,  the  position  taken, 
which  ought  to  he  held,  will  enable  a  small  p&ny 
to  put  it  down  promptly. 

I  shall  order,  or  take  myself  a  reeoaiMttsajiee 
west  of  the  Appalachicola,  at  Pensaeola  poiai, 
where,  I  am  informed,  there  are  a  few  Red  Sticks 
assembled,  who  are  fed  and  soppiied  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacpla.  My  health  being  inpsired, 
as  soon  as  the  duty  is  performed,  the  pottt/ons 
taken,  well  garrisoned,  and  secarity  givea  to  the 
,  southern  frontier,  (if  the  Qoverameot  i^vc  not 
active  eniploy  for  me,)  I  shall  return  is  Nash- 
ville to  regain  my  health.  The  health  of  the 
troops  is  much  impaired,  and  I  have  ordered  the 
Georgia  troops  to  Hartford  to  be  mastered,  paid, 
and  discharged,  the  General  having  commnfli- 
cated  his  wishesi  and  that  of  his  troops,  to  be  or- 
dered directly  there,  and  reporting  that  they  have 
plenty  of  corn  and  beef  to  subsist  them  fo  (hat 
point.  I  iiave  written  to  the  Governor  of  Geor- 
gia to  obtain  from  the  Slate  the  neeessary  foads 
to  pay  General  Glasscock's  brigade  when  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  Governmeiit  will  promptly 
refund  iu  I  am  compelled  to  this  mode  to  have 
them  promptly  paid,  Mr.  Hogan,  the  paymaster 
of  the  7th  infantry,  (for  whom  I  received  fron 
Mr.  Brent  an  enclosure  said  to  contain  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,)  not  having  reached  me. 

From  the  information  received  from  Amhris^ 
tar,  and  Mr.  Cook,  who  was  captured  with  bin, 
that  A.  Arbuthnot's  schooner  was  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river  oreparing  to  sail  for  the  bay  of  Taia* 
pa,  my  aid-ae-camp,  Lieutenant  Gadsden,  vol- 
onteered  his  services  with  a  small  deuchmeni  co 
descend  the  river  and  capture  her.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  vesssl  to  transport  my  siek  to  3l 
Marks,  as  well  as  to  destroy  the  means  used  by 
the  enemy,  induced  me  to  grant  his  reqnetf.  He 
sailed  yesterday,  and  i  eipected  to  have  heard 
from  bim  this  morning.  I  only  await  his  report 
to  take  upthe  line  of  march  on  my  return  to  St. 
Marks.  The  Georgia  brigade,  by  whon  I  send 
this,  being  about  to  march,  compels  me  to  close 
it  without  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Gadsden. 
I  have,  dkc 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Metjor  General  commondtit^. 

Hon.  JoBN  C.  Calboun, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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HXADa'BS,  D1TI8ION  OF  TBB  SODTH, 

Fhrt  St.  Marie»,  AprU  20, 181& 

Sir:  I  wrote  70a  from  Bowlegstown  on  the 
2(hh  iDstant.  Oq  the  night  of  the  same  day,  I 
received  the  expected  despatch  from  my  aid-de- 
camp,  Lteotenaot  Gadsden,  eommunicatiog  the 
sQceeM  of  bis  expedition,  and  on  the  next  day,  as 
soon  as  the  sick  of  my  army  were  despatched 
down  the  Sawanee  rirer,  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
captored  schooner  to  St.  Mark's,  I  took  up  the 
Jioe  of  march  for  that  fort.  I  arrired  at  this  place 
last  evening,  performing  a  march  of  one  hundred 
•nd  seven  mites  in  less  than  five  days.  Lieuten- 
sot  Grtdsden  had  reached  it  a  few  hours  before 
me.  He  communicates  having  found  among  the 
papers  of  Arbuthnot,  Ambrtster,  and  Cook,  letters, 
memorials)  dbc.,  all  pointing  out  the  instigators 
of  this  savage  war,  and,  in  some  measure,  in<r 
voiving  the  jBritisb  Qovernment  in  the  agency* 
These  will  be  forwarded  you  in  a  detailed  re* 
port  I  purpose  commonicating  to  you  as  early  as 
practicable. 

The  old  woman  spoken  of  in  my  last  commu- 
nication to  you,  who  had  promised  to  use  her  in- 
doence  in  having  McQueen  captured  and  deliv- 
ered up,  has  not  been  heard  of.  From  signs 
discovered  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  St.  Mark's 
river, lam  induced  to  believe  that  that  Indian 
party  is  still  in  this  neighborhood.  A  detach- 
ment will  be  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country, 
to  receive  them  as  friends,  if  disposed  to  sur- 
render, or  inflict  merited  chastisement,  if  still 
hostile. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  two- or  three  days  for  Fort 
Gadsden,  and  after  making  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  security  of  the  positions  occupied, 
and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the  country  west 
of  the  Appalachicola,  I  shall  proceed  direct  for 
Nashville.  My  presence  in  this  country  can  be 
no  longer  necessary.  The  Indian  forces  have 
beeo  divided  and  scattered,  and  cut  off  from  alt 
eommuDication  with  thuBc  unprincipled  agents  of 
foreign  nations  who  have  deluded  tnem  to  their 
rajn ;  they  have  not  the  power,  if  the  will  re- 
main, of  again  annoying  our  frontier. 
1  remain,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Ma^or  Gen.  eommandinff. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War, 


HfiADd'as,  Division  or  the  South, 

Fori  Gadedetij  May  5, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  returned  to  this  post  with  my  army  on 
the  eTening  of  the  2d  instant,  and  embrace  an 
early  opportunity  of  furnishing  you  a  detailed 
report  or  my  operations  to  the  east  of  the  Appa- 
lachicola  river.  In  the  several  communications 
addreased  to  you  from  Hartford,  Fort  Scott,  and 
this  place,  I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  army 
on  my  assuming  the  immediate  command,  the 
embarrassment  occasioned  from  the  want  of  pro- 
visions, the  privations  of  my  troops  on  their 
march  from  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  and  the 
circomstaDees  which  compelled  me  to  mova  di- 


reetly  down  the  Appalaehicola  river  to  meet  with 
and  protect  the  expiected  supplies  from  New  Or- 
leans. These  were  reeei  ved  on  the  25th  of  March, 
and  on  the  next  day  I  was  prepared  for  active 
operations.  For  a  detailed  account  of  my  move- 
menta  from  that  period  to  this  day  you  are  respect* 
fully  referred  to  the  report  prepared  by  my  adju- 
tant general,  aceompanied  with  Captain  Hugh 
Young's  topographical  sketch  of  the  route  and 
distance  performed.  This  has  been  principally  a 
war  of  movements.  The  enemy,  cot  off  from» 
their  stronghoida,  or  deceived  in  the  promised 
foreign  aid,  have  uniformly  avoided  a  general  en-^ 
ngemeat.  Their  resistance  has  generally  beea 
feeble;  and  in  fbe  partial  rencontres  into  which 
they  seem  to  have  been  involuntarily  forced,  the 
regulars,  volunteers,  and  militia,  under  my  com- 
mand, realized  my  expectations;  every  privatioo, 
fatigue,  and  exposure  was  encountered  with  the 
spirit  of  soldiers,  and  danger  was  met  with  a  de- 
gree of  fortitude  calculated  to  strengthen  the 
confidence  I  had  reposed  in  them. 

On  the  commencement  of  my  operations,  I  was 
strongly  impressed   with  a  b^ief  that  this  In- 
dian war  has  been  excited  by  some  unprincipled 
foreign  or  private  agents.    The  outlaws  of  the 
old  Red  Stick  party  had  been  too  severely  con- 
vinced, and  the  Seminoles  were  too  weak  in 
numbers  to  believe  that  they  could  possibly  aloae 
maintain  a  war  with  even  partial  success  against 
the  United  States.    Firmly  convinced,  thereforCi 
that  succor  had  been  promised  from  soine  quarter, 
or  that  they  bad  been  deluded  into  a  belief  that 
America  dare  not  violate  the  neutrality  of  Spain 
by  penetrating  to  their  towns,  I  early  determmed 
to  ascertain  these  facts,  and  so  direct  my  move- 
menta  as  to  undeceive  the  Indians.    After  the 
destraotion  of  the  Mickasukian  villages,  I  march- 
ed for  St.  Mark's.    The  correspondence  between 
myaelf  and  the  Spanish  commandant,  in  which  I 
demanded  the  occupancy  of  that  fortress  with  an 
American  garrison,  accompanies  this.    It  had 
been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola,  that  the  Indians  and  nearoes  unfriend- 
ly to  the  United  States  had  demanded  of  the  com* 
mandant  of  St.  Mark's  a  supply  of  ammunition, 
munitions  of  war,  dtc,  threatening,  in  the  event 
of  a  noncompliance,  to  take  posseasion  of  the  fort. 
The  Spanish  commandant  acknowledged  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  his  fortress,  and  his  inability 
to  defend  it;  and  the  Gk>veroor  of  Pensacola  ex- 
pressed similar  apprehensions*     The    Spanish 
agenu  throughout  theFloridas  had  uniformlv  dis- 
avowed havinff  any  connexion  with  the  Indians, 
and  acknowledged  theobligattonsof  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  under  existing  treaties,  to  restrain  their 
outrages  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  they  declared  that  the  Seminole  Indians 
were  viewed  as  alike  hostile  to  the  Spanish 
Qovernment,  and  that  the  will  remained,  though 
the  power  was  wanting,  to  inflict  merited  chas- 
tisement on  this  lawless  tribe.    It  was,  therefore, 
to  be  supposed  that  the  American  army,impellea 
by  the  immutable  laws  of  self-defence  to  pene- 
trate the  territory  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to 
fight  his  battles,  and  even  to  relieve  from  a  cruel 
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•bondage  sonw  of  hit  own  tvb}eeto,  would  Imve 
.  been  receiTed  m  alliet ,  hailed  as  deliverers^  aad 
erery  facility  afforded  to  then  to  teranaate 
-apeedily  and  saeeessfolly  this  sarage  war.  Port 
Bt  Mark's  eoald  DOt  be  maiDtataed  by  the  Span* 
ish  force  garrison iag  it.  The  lodians  aad  ae* 
groes  riewed  it  as  an  asylnm,  if  driven  from 
■tneir  towns,  and  were  preparing  to  oecnpy  it  in 
this  ereat.  It  was  necessary  to  anticipate  their 
moTements,  independent  of  the  position  being 
deemed  essential  as  a  depot,  on  which  the  sac* 
loeas  of  my  future  operations  measorablT  depend* 
^.    In  the  spirit  of  friendship,  therefore,  I  de- 

•  manded  its  surrender  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States  until  the  dose  of  the  Semmola  war.  The 
Spanish  commandant  required  time  to  reA«Bt. 
It  was  granted.  A  negotiation  easaed,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  protract  it  to  an  unreasonable 
length.  In  the  conrersatioas  betweea  my  aid* 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Qadsden.  and  the  Spanish 
commandant,  circumstances  transpired  conrict- 
ing  him  of  a  disposition  to  favor  the  Indiami, 
MTO  of  haviog  tiJcen  an  active  part  in  aidiagand 
iJ[>eitiag  them  in  this  war.  I  hesitated^  there* 
fore,  no  longer ;  and  as  I  could  not  be  received 
in  friendship,  I  entered  the  fort  by  violence. 
Two  light  companies  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry,  and  one  of  the  ith,  under  the  com* 
naad  or  Msjor  Twiggs,  were  ordered  to  ad* 
vance,  lower  the  Spanish  colors,  and  hoist  the 
atar-epangled  banner  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
St.  MarVs.  The  order  was  executed  promptly. 
No  resistaaee  was  attempted  on  the  part  or  the 
Spanish  garrison.    The  dupltciiy  of  the  Span- 

!  Un  commandant  of  St.  Mark'iB,  in  profasing 
friendship  towards  the  United  States  while  he 

•  Wat  actually  aiding  and  supplying  her  savage 
•enemies,  throwing  open  the  gates  of  his  garrison 
•to  their  free  access^  appvopriatin|f  the  King's 
« atores  to  their  uae,  issuing  ammunition  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  to  them,  and  knowingly  nurcha* 

'  sing  of  them  property  plundered  from  tke  citi* 
sens  of  the  United  Sutes,  is  clearly  evinced  by 

'the  documents  «ccomipattyiag  my  correspond* 
'Once. 

In  Fort  Saint  Mark's,  as  an  inmate  in  the 
family  of  the  Spanish  commandant,  aa  English* 
I  man,  by  the  ^lame  of  Arbuthnot,  was  found. 

.  Unable  satisfactorily  to  explain  the  ohjeeta  of 
bU  visitioff  this  country,  aad  there  being  a  eom* 
•bination  of  biroumstances  to  justify  a  suspicion 
that  his  views  were  not  honest,  he  was  ordered 

.  in  close  confinemeuL  The  capture  of  hb  schoon- 
eti  near  the  mouth  of  Suwanee  river,  by  my  aid* 
de-camp,  Lieutenant  Ghidsden,  and  the  papers 
found  on  board,  uaveiled  his  oorrupt  transactions, 
as  well  as  those  of  a  Captaia  Ambrtster,  late  of 
the  British  colonial  .marine  corps,  taken  as  a 
prisoner  near  Bowlegs'  town.  These  iadivido- 
aU  were  tried,  under  my  orders,  by  a  special 
ooiirt  of  select  officers,  legally  convicted  as  ex- 
citers of  this  savage  and  negro  war,  legally  con- 
demned, and  most  justly  punished  for  their  ini- 
quities. The  prooeedings  of  the  court-martial 
in  this  case,  with  the  vblame  of  teetimony  jus* 

'  tlfying  their  condemnation,  present  scenes  of 


wickedncas,  corroptioo  md  batiiaricf^at  which 
the  heart  sidetes,  and  in  whicb,  io  this  eaiight- 
eoed  age,  it  ought  not  scareely  to  be  believed 
that  a  Christian  nation  would  have  participaaed; 
and  yet  the  British  Government  is  invoWeA  in 
the  agency.  If  Arbuthnot  aad  AaaMstei  ate 
not  convicted  as  the  authorized  agents  of  Great 
Britain,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  hut  that  that 
Government  had  a  knowledge  of  their  assmatrf 
character,  and  was  well  advised  of  tbemeasaces 
which  they  had  adopted  to  excite  the  negroes 
and  Indians  in  East  Florida  to  war  against  the 
United  States.  I  hope  the  exeentioa  of  tlwse 
two  unprincipled  villains  will  prove  aa  awful 
example  to  the  world,  and  convince  the  ^vera- 
ment  of  €keat  Britain,  as  well  aa  hicr  sabjecu, 
that  certain,  though  slow  retributioa  aWaiu  these 
unchristian  wretches,  who,  hy  false  ptamiaei, 
delude  and  excite  an  Indian  tribe  to  ail  the  hor- 
rid deeds  of  savage  war. 

Previous  to  my  leaving  Fort  Oadsdeo,  I  had 
occasion  to  address  a  communication  u»  tb€ 
Governor  of  Peosacola  on  the  subject  of  per- 
mitting supplies  to  pass  up  the  Eecambia  rirer 
to  Fort  Crawford.  Thb  letter,  with  another 
from  St.  Mark*8,  on  the  subject  of  some  United 
States'  clothing,  shipped  in  a  vessel  ia  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Spanish  Government,  to  that  pasi,  I 
now  enclose,  with*  his  reply.  The  Gbveraot  of 
Pensacola's  refusal  of  my  demand  cannot  bat  be 
viewed  as  evincing  a  hostile  feeliag  on  hu  part, 
particularly  in  connexion  with  some  cireoB- 
stances  reported  to  me  from  the  most  unquestioa- 
abhe  authority.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Indians 
at  war  with  the  United  Slates  have  free  access 
into  Pensacola ;  that  they  are  kept  advised  from 
that  t|oarter  of  all  our  movements  \  chat  they  are 
supplied  from  thence  with  ammnnitioa  aad  mo- 
nitions of  war ;  and  that  they  are  now  coHectiag 
in  large  bodies,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  &ve 
hundred  warriors,  in  that  city ;  i^l  inroads 
from  thence  have  lately  been  made  on  the  Ala- 
bama, in  one  of  which  eighteen  aectlefls  fell  by 
the  tomahawk.  These  statements  compel  lae  lo 
make  a  movement  to  the  west  of  the  Appi^chi- 
cola ;  and,  should  they  prove  correct,  PensacoU 
must  be  oeenpied  with  aa  American  force,  the 
Governor  treated  according  to  his  deserts^  or  is 
policy  may  dictate.  1  shall  leave  stronsgarrisoas 
in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  Fort  Gadsden,  and  Fort  Scott; 
and  in  Pensacola,  should  it  become  necessary  to 
possess  it. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  state  it  as  my  confirmed 
opinion  that,  so  long  as  Spain  has  not  the  poirer 
or  will  to  enlbroe  the  treaties  by  which  she  is 
solemaljr  booad  to  preserve  the  Indians  within 
bar  territory  at  peace  with  the  Uaked  8tate&  no 
aeourity  caa  be  given  lo  our  southern  fioaner, 
without  occupying  a  cordon  of  pcMts  along  the 
seashore.  The  moment  the  American  army  re- 
tires from  Florida,  the  war  hatohet  will  be  agam 
raised,  and  the  same  scenes  of  indiserimtnate  mas- 
sacre with  which  onr  frontier  settlers  liare  been 
Tisited  will  be  repeated.  So  long  as  the  ladiaAs 
withm  the  territory  of  Spain  are  exposed  to  the 
of  false  prophets,  aad  the  paaMm  of 
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foreif^D  iiirifvef  lo  loBftsi  tb^  oan  receive  an- 
tDunitioft,  nimittoos  of  war,  d^c,  from  pretended 
cradeis,  or  Spanisk  eolnauHidaDti,  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  restrain  their  outrages.  The  baroioff 
of  their  towns,  the  destroying  of  their  stock  and 
prorisioos,  will  prodnee  bat  temporanr  embar* 
rassments;  resnpplied  by  Spanish  aathorities, 
they  nay  oonceatrate  or  diiperse  at  will,  and 
keep  up  a  lasting  predatory  warfare  against  the 
frontiers  of  tiM  United  States,  as  npensive  to 
oor  CloTernnMntas  harassing  to  ottr  troops.  The 
savages,  therefore,  ttnst  be  made  dependant  on 
vs,  and  cannot  be  kept  at  peace  witboat  being 
persoaded  of  the  eertaioty  of  chastisement  being 
nflieted  on  the  commission  of  the  first  offence. 

I  trust,  therefore^  that  the  meaiunes  which  hare 
been  porsned  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  They  have  been 
adopted  In  pvfsonnee  of  your  instmctions,  and 
under  a  firm  conviction  that  they  alone  were  cal* 
eniaied  to  insave  ^*peace  and  seeority  to  the 
sonthern  frontier  of  Georgia.'' 
.  The  army  will  move  on  the  7th  ftom  hence, 
crossinff  the  Appalachicola  river  at  the  Ochesee 
Uoff,  about  thirty  miles  above  thbi. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Mafmr  Oen,  oommmiding* 
Hxin.  J.  C.  Calbooh, 

SkcmoTf  of  War. 


HaAoa'Rs,  Division  of  thb  SotrrB. 
AdfiGerCB  Cfiice,  Fort  Gadtden^ 
Appakichtcola  Hver^  May  3, 1816. 

Sib:  1  hffve  the  honor  to  report  that  the  army 
iadew  ike  immediate  command  of  Muor  Qeneral 
Indrew  Jackson  to<^  up  the  line  of  march  on 
he  26th  day -of  March  last,  with  eight  days'  ra* 
ions,  and  lay  in  advance  of  this  post  about  six 
ailes  ott  the  29th,  at  Okolokne  river,  when  nine- 
«en  canoes  were  made,  and  the  principal  part  of 
be  army  crossed  by  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  re* 
idue  next  morning;  when  the  march  was  again 
esumed  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  On  this  evC" 
dog  Brevet  Major  Twiggs  Of  the  7ih  iaiaatry 
iras  detached  with  one  company  and  ahoat  two 
lundred  warriors,  with  orders  to  advance  on  an 
odian  villisffe  called  Tallabassie,  and  snrpfise  it 
Lt  day-bresc.  On  his  near  approach,  he  des« 
latched  a  party  to  ascertain  its  sitnatiotti  who  re- 
K>rted  it  evacuated  some  days  before.  On  the 
DoroiDg  of  the  31st  hecDtereU  the  village,  having 
previously  sent  out  parties  to  reconnoitre.  TWo 
»f  the  enemy  were  made  prisoasrs,  one  of  whom 
ttad«  his  escape  from  the  Indians  before  he  was 
irought  iniacamp.  The  army  paseed  the  village 
kboQt  twelve  o^sloek,  and  encamped  near  Mioka* 
uky,  when  intelligence  Was  recerved  of  the  ap- 
>roach  of  a  detachment  of  moanted  volunteers 
'rooDL  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  Lieutea- 
tnt  Colonel  Elliott,  near  four  hundred  strong. 
"Da  the  motning  of  the  1st  of  April  the  army 
brmed  and  halted  until  their  arrival,  when  they 
ivere  ordered  to  form  the  advance  of  each  flank, 
ivith  Captains  Russell  and  Bvana'scomnanies,  as 
»piei,  with  Captaia  John  GordOQ.    The  army 


how  advanced  withia  a  mile  and  alialf  of  Khif- 
h^ah's  town,  when  a  namber  of  Indians  were 
discovered  herding  cattle  on  the  mar^n  of  a  large 
pond.  The  General  ordered  the  right  and  left 
columns  to  advance,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off 
their  retreat,  and  at  the  same  time  imtrooted  the 
advance  light  company,  under  Major  Mnfalen- 
burg,  the  guard.  Under  Major  Nicks,  together  wildi 
Che  small  companies  composing  his  life  gaaid, 
under  Captains  Donlap  and  Crittenden,  to  ad- 
vance in  support  of  the  spies,  in  the  eveiit  of  *a 
general  engagement.  The  ^py  eiAn|panies  com- 
menced the  attack,  aad  a  brisk  running  fire  was 
kept  ap  <Mi  bdth  sides  for  some  minutes,  when 
the  enemy  divided,  the  spy  companies  pursuit^ 
those  on  the  right ;  aad  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elli- 
ott hafviag  turned  their  flank,  became  geaeiaOy 
engaged,  and  bore  them  over  to  the  Mi  column, 
under  the  coaifnand  of  Lteutenaat  Colonel  Milch* 
ell,  within  half  gunshot  of  each  other,  when  Ihey 
were  assailed  by  both  flanks,  and  wonld  all  have 
fallen,  had  not  the  volunteers  taken  up  the  im- 
pression, from  the  similarity  of  dress,  that  some 
of  the  friendly  warriors  had  reached  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  which  occasioned  the  firing  to  ceaae 
for  a  ihort  time,  when  a  number  made  good  their 
retreat  into  the  swamp.  Captain  Crittenden's 
companv,  being  on  horBcbaek,  wasoaable  toveach 
ihe  head  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Biliott's  colunni, 
when  they  dismounted,  and  operated  against  the 
enemy.  Mi^or  Muhlenburg's  company,  »be  ad- 
vance gukrd,  and  Captain  Dunlap's  company,  be- 
ing on  foot,  Were  not  able  to  readi  the  scene  of 
action  in  time.  The  right  coiumin  of  Geoifia 
militia,  on  nearin^  the  pond,  filed  round  it;  and 
Colonel  King*  with  his  regiment,  was  ordered  to 
advance  through  it,  to  support  the  column  of 
horse,  should  it  be  found  necessary;  which  was 
executed  by  the  colonel  with  great  promptness. 
The  conduct  of  the  effioers  and  soldiers  engaoed 
on  thb  occasiaa  was,  in  every  respect,  pram- 
worthy  ;  oor  kiss,  one  man  of  Captain  Andrewa's 
company  killed,  and  ibnr  of  Captain  Bvans's  com- 
pany of  Tennessee  vdaoteeiiB  wounded.  The  re- 
ports give  fourteen  killed  and  ^several  wounded 
of  the  enemy,  and  fdnr  women  prisoners,  from 
whom  we  learned  that  three  hundred  warriors 
had  advanced  from  the  town  to  aid  those  enca- 
ged, and,  on  seeing  the  advance  of  an  army,  fled 
precipitateliy.  The  army  now  advanced  upon 
the  town,  which  was  found  deserted  by  the  en- 
emy ;  and,  on  reaching  the  square,  discovered  a 
red  pole  pbinted  at  the.  council«house,  on  which 
^ere  suspended  about  fifty  fresh  scalps,  taken 
•from  the  beads  of  extreme  age  down  to  the  ten- 
der infant  of  both  sexes,  and,  in  an  adjacent  house, 
near  three  hundred  more,  which  bore  the  appdatr- 
anee  of  having  been  the  barbarous  trophies  of 
settled  hostility  for  three  or  four  years  past. 

The  army  continued  the  pursuit  to  a  large  pona 
of  water,  which  is  eight  miles  in  length,  varying 
in  width  from  six  handred  to  four  thousand  yards, 
and  from  two  to  five  fbet  deep,  through  which 
the  army  passed,  when  the  approach  of  night  in- 
dueed  the  commandiag  General  to  draw  ofi"  his 
iroope.    On  Ihe  succncdiog  morning.  Brevet  Ma- 
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jor  Geneim]  B.  P.  Ghiinni  with  a  laicecMBOuiDd, 
was  ordered  to  pass  the  lake  or  poad,  and  attack 
the  other  townn,  but  which  he  ioand  abaadoaed 
hT  the  eoemy.  The  red  pole  was  again  foood 
planted  in  the  square  of  Fowltown,  barbarously 
decorated  with  human  scalps  of  both  seiea^  taken 
within  the  last  sii  months  from  the  heads  of  our 
unfortunate  citizens.  Oeneral  Mcintosh,  who 
was  with  General  Gaines,  routed  a  small  party 
of  aavafes  near  Fowlto wo,  killed  one  negro,  aad 
took  three  prisoners,  on  one  of  whom  was  found 
the  coat  or  James  Champion,  of  Captain  Cum- 
mings's  company,  (ith  regiment  ot  infantry,) 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  board  one  of  our 
boats  descending  the  rirer  to  the  relief  of  Major 
Muhlenburg.  This  coat,  with  nearly  all  Captain 
Cumminas's  company's  clothing,  was  lost  on 
board  of  Xiientenant  Scott's  boat,  when  be  and 
his  party  were  massacred,  on  the  90th  of  Novem- 
ber last.  The  pocket-book  of  Mr.  T  homas  Leigh, 
who  was  murdered  at  Cedar  Creek  on  the  21st  of 
Januarjr  last,  was  found  in  Kioghajah's  towa, 
containing  seferal  letters  addressed  to  the  de- 
ceased, and  one  to  General  Glasscock.  About 
one  thousand  head  of  cattle  fell  into  our  hands, 
many  of  which  were  recognised  by  the  Georgia 
militia  as  the  brands  and  marks  of  their  citizens. 
Near  three  thousand  bushels  of  corn  were  found, 
with  other  articles  useful  to  the  army.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  houses  were  consumed,  iea?ing 
a  tract  of  fertile  country  in  ruin,  where  these 
wretches  might  have  lived  in  plenty,  but  for  the 
infernal  machinations  of  foreign  traders,  if  not 
agents.  The  army  remained  at  this  point  until 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  when  the  march  was 
resumed  for  St.  Marks,  before  which  it  arrived 
«n  the  evening  of  the  6ih,  and,  after  communica- 
ting with  the  commanding  officer,  took  possession 
of  that  fortress  on  the  following  morning.  Cap- 
tain McKeever,  of  the  navy,  having  sailed  for  St, 
Marks  with  some  vessels  containing  supplies  for 
the  army,  was  fortunate  enooah  to  entice  on 
board  his  vessel,  in  the  river.  Francis,  or  Hillis 
Hadjo,  and  Homathlamiceo,  hostile  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nation,  and  whose  settled  hostility  has 
been  severely  felt  by  our  citizens.  The  com- 
manding General  had  them  brought  on  shore,  and 
ordered  them  to  be  houg,  as  an  example  to  deter 
others  from  exciting  these  deluded  wretches  to 
future  scenes  of  butonery.  A  man  of  the  name  of 
A.  Arbuthnot  was  also  tsken  on  the  arrival  of  the 
army,  and  placed  in  close  confinement. 

The  troops  having  again  received  eiaht  days' 
rations,  and  a  garrison  detached  for  Fort  St. 
Marks,  the  army  marched  on 'the  9th  of  April, 
destined  for  Suwanee.  On  the  morniog  of  the 
12th,  the  officer  of  the  day  reported  that  the  sen- 
tinels bad  heard  the  lowing  of  cattle  and  barktne 
of  dogs  during  the  night}  from  which  the  Oeneral 
was  induced  to  send  a  runner  to  Genersl  Mcin- 
tosh, who  was  encamped  a  short  distance  in  rear 
of  the  army,  with  instructions  to  have  the  coun- 
try below  examined.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
army  moved  slowly  in  advance.  General  Mc- 
intosh despatched  Major  Kanard  with  a  party, 
who  returned  to  him  a  runner  reporting  the  dis- 1 


eovery  of  a  hostile  party  too  atr^w  for  his  liiik 
band  of  warriors.    Mcintosh  moved  ssaiast  them 


with  his  whole  force.  A  small  detnehment  of 
diflferent  companies  of  the  Tennessee  volaateers, 
under  Colonels  Dyer  and  Wiliiamaoa,  (they  hav- 
ing joined  the  army  on  the  evening  of  the  LOik,) 
were  left  at  our  encampment  to  search  for  horses, 
and,  on  hearing  the  report  of  Major  Kanard, 
formed  themselves  into  a  company  uMcr  Captsii 
Bell,  who  was  with  them,  and  moved  to  attack 
the  enem  jTt  whom  they  foood  near  a  large  swampy 
endeavoring  to  move  offi  A  spirited  engagemeat 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  deaah  of  thirty- 
seven,  aad  six  a»en  and  ninety-eight  wonea  and 
children  prisoners;  and  our  loss,  three  killed  and 
four  wounded  of  the  friendlv  Indians.  The  only 
woman  out  of  seven  whose  life  was  spared  si  tlw 
massacre  of  Lieutenant  Scott  was  here  recaps 
lured  by  Major  SLanard.  Geoevai  Bdclnio^  ia- 
dividually  killed  three  of  the  enemy  aad  captured 
ooe.  The  little  band  of  Teaaessee  volnatens 
acted  on  this  occasion  as  becomes  their  charKier. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  acttoa  the  army 
was  hailed,  and  a  runner  despatched  to  inform 
General  Mcintosh  that  any  aid  he  might  deem 
necessary  would  be  afforded,  add  that  the  ^nnj 
would  remain  until  his  arrival,  which  was  not 
until  we  encamped  for  the  night.  The  enemy 
abandoned  a  number  of  horses,  hogs,  corn,  and 
about  six  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

The  army  mo  red  on  the  morning  of  the  13tk, 
and  on  the  sacceeding  day  our  spies  surprised  a 
camp  consisting  of  two  men,  a  woman,  and  two 
chilaren.  One  of  the  men  was  kUted ;  the  other, 
with  a  small  boy,  slightlv  wounded;  aad  the 
woman,  tmfortunaiely,  not  being  distingaisfrerf  in 
the  swamp,  received  a  wound  of  which  she  died. 
At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  the  16th,  the  army 
arrived  at  a  large  pond  within  six  miles  of  Bow- 
legs town,  on  Suwany  river,  where  a  few  indiaas 
well  mounted  discovered  our  advaaee.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  overtake  them,  bat  the  ea- 
feebled  state  of  our  horses  rendered  it  impracti- 
cable. Under  these  cireomstaaces^  the  General 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take  the  town  by  a  forecd 
march,  not  allowing  the  enemy  lime  to  cross  the 
river  and  destroy  their  supplies.  The  maaner  of 
attack  having  been 'pre  vioui$ly  arranged,  the  army 

moved  rapidly,  until  arriviag  near  the  large 

which  flanks  the  towns,  when  the  troops  changed 
position,  conformably  to  previous  orders,  aad 
moved  forward.  The  left  flank,  eompoMd  of 
Colonel  Williamson's  regiment  of  Tennessee  rol- 
nnteers,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  force  of  In- 
dian warriors  under  Major  (now  Colon^)  Ka- 
nard, soon  came  in  contact,  and  warmly  engaged 
the  Indians  and  negroes;  whilst  the  right  flank, 
composed  of  Colonel  Over's  regiment  of  Tennes- 
see volunteers,  with  a  like  force  of  warriors  under 
General  Mcintosh,  advanced  near  the  river,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  The  centre 
advanced  in  excellent  order,  and  under  the  ex- 
pectation of  having  to  combat  with  the  streagth 
of  these  towns  and  the  fugitives  from  Mickasnky  ; 
but,  on  rmching  Bowlegs  town,  found  it  aban- 
doned.   The  left  flank,  from  the  nature  i>f  the 
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piooad  they  bad  to  titTerae.  and  ColoiielKaiuird 
lot  adheriof  entirely  to  toe  route  designated, 
trove  the  Indians  and  negroes  (about  three  hun- 
Ired)  into  the  rirer,  before  the  right  flank  could 
•ceupy  the  desired  position.  The  reports  give 
leven  killed  and  three  prisoners  on  the  field,  and 
t  is  believed  many  were  killed  and  drowned  in 
wimming  the  river,  it  heiog  nearly  three  hun* 
[red  yards  wide.  Colonel  ^nard  had  thirteen 
voanded,  but  one  dangerously.  About  twenty- 
even  hundred  bushels  of  corn  were  obtained  in 
be  towns  and  neighboring  swamps,  near  ninety 
ead  of  eatile,  and  a  number  of  horses.  Our  sen- 
inels,  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  took  prisoners 
BTO  white  men  (Ambrister  and  Cook)  and  one 
egro,  who  had  just  returned  from  Arbuth  net's 
essel  at  the  mouth  ofxSuwany  ;  from  the  latter 
re  obtained  a  letter  written  by  A.  Arbuihnot  to 
lis  son,  in  which  he  enumerates  the  army  of  the 
Jnited  States  underthe  Cieneral's  command,  and 
equires  him  to  inform  his  friend  Bowlegs  that 
esistance  would  be  fruitless  against  such  an  over- 
vhelraing  force,  and  to  make  over  the  river  with 
11  despatch;  admonishing  his  son,  at  the  same 
Ime,  to  remove  and  secrete  everything  which 
oold  be  moved.  From  Cook  we  learned  that 
bis  letter  was  read  to  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
rhen  they  immediately  commenced  crossing  their 
imilies,  and  had  just  finished  as  we  entered  their 
3wns.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  houses  were 
ere  consumed,  the  most  of  which  were  well 
uilt  and  somewhat  regular,  exlendiog  neat  three 
ailes  up  the  river.  On  the  morning  of  the  ISth 
General  Gaines  was  ordered,  with  a  select  com- 
aand,  and  ii  number  of  warriors  under  General 
dclntosh,  to  cross  the  Suwany  river  in  pursuit 
if  the  enen^y ;  but  found,  on  advancing  about  six 
ailes,  that  they  bad  dispersed  in  every  direction, 
rom  the  numerous  trails,  and  too  far  advanceci 
0  overtake  them,  his  command  being  short  of 
inpplies.  A  detachment  of  the  warriors,  having 
idvanced  some  distance,  fell  in  with  a  smaU 
)arty  of  the  enemy,  killed  three  warriors,  took 
ome  women  and  cnildren  and  five  negroes.  On 
he  same  morning.  Lieutenant  James  Gadsden, 
lid-de-camp  to  the  commanding  General,  de- 
scended the  Suwany  river  to  its  mouth,  with 
C^aptain  Dunlap's  and  a  few  of  Captain  Uritten- 
Sen's  companies  of  the  life-guardj  and  a  small 
ietachment  of  regulars,  and  captured,  without 
lifficulty,  the  schooner  of  A.  Arbuthnot,  which 
bad  brought  supplies  of  powder  and  lead  to  the 
[ndians  and  negroes  settled  at  Suwany,  This 
vessel  afibrded  the  means  of  transporting.our  sick 
back  to  St.  Marks.  On  the  evening  of  the  20lh, 
General  Glasscock  was  ordered,  at  his  request,  to 
march  his  brigade  by  Mickasuky  to  Hartford,  in 
Georgia,  and  Captain  Bell  ordered  to  muster 
them  out  of  service;  and  the  army  moved  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  preparatory  to  its  return. 
On  the  24th  General  Mcintosh  was  ordered  to 
proceed  direct  to  Fort  Scott,  on  Flint  river,  and 
an  order  furnished  him  to  the  commanding  officer 
to  muster  his  warriors  out  of  service. 

The  army  reached  Fort  St.  Marks  on  the  25th, 
haviog  marched  twenty-eight  miles  on  that  day, 


and  we  were  agreeably  su^i ised  in  finding  Lien- 
teoant  Gadsden  had  arrived  safely  that  evening 
from  the  mouth  of  Suwany.  On  the  S6th  a  ape- 
cial  eourt  was  ordered  for  the  trial  of  A.  Arbutb- 
not  and  Robert  C.  Ambrister ;  which  court,  on 
the  documents  and  evidence  adduced,  sentenced 
the  first  to  be  hung,  and  the  latter  to  be  shot. 
They  were  accordingly  executed  on  the  morning 
of  the  29tb.  The  army  moved  and  encamped 
four  miles  from  St.  Marks  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Gadsden  on  the  2d  in- 
stant ;  the  General  having  previously  detached  a 
garrison  of  two  hundrea  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brevet  M^jor  Fanning,  to  occupy  Fort 
St.  Marks.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  this  army 
has  borne  hardships  and  privations  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, in  a  manner  becoming  soldiers  anacitizens 
of  a  nation  proud  of  their  liberties.  The  assist- 
ant topographical  eoffineer  will  furnish  a  topo- 
graphical report  of  the  country  through  which 
the  army  operated;  and  I  refer  you  to  the  en- 
closed ssetches  for  information  of  our  order  of 
movement,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  re- 
speclfuUy,'your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BUTLER,  Adi.  Gen. 
Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Parker, 

Adjutant  and  Jn^pector  OeneraL 


HsADa'as,  Division  op  the  South, 

Ftni  Gadsden,  March  25, 1818* 

Sir:  I  hare  ordered  a  snpply  of  provisions  to 
be  sent  from  New  Orleans,  via  rensacola,  Co 
Fort  Crawford,  on  the  Caneueho.  This  route 
has  been  adopted  as  the  most  speedy  one  of  pro- 
visioning one  of  my  garrisons  which  must  be 
maintained  during  the  present  conflict  against 
our  mutual  enemies,  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  I 
cannot  but  express  a  hope  that  no  attempt  will 
be  made  to  interrupt  the  free  passage  of  my 
transp|orts  to  that  post.  !  am  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  controversy  with  you  on  the  rights 
which  our  Government  may  claim  to  the  free 
navigation  of  such  water-courses  as  head  within 
her  limits,  but  flow  throuj^h  the  territory  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  preferring  to  leave  these  sub- 
jects to  be  settled  by  those  legally  authorized ; 
but  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  use  of  the 
Bscambia  river  in  passing  op  provisions  to  the 
g[arrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  any  attempt  to  interrupt 
the  passage  of  transports  cannot  be  viewed  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a  hostile  act  on  your  part. 
I  will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe 
that  yott  would  commit  an  act  so  contra^  to  the 
interest  of  the  King  your  master.  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  as  well  as  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  alike  interested  in  chastising  a 
savage  foe,  who  have  too  long  warred  with  im- 
punity against  his  .subjects  as  well  as  the  citizens 
of  this  Republic,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  every 
aid  which  you  can  give,  to  promote  this  object, 
will  be  cheerfully  tendered. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Majw  General  commanding, 

Don  Joss  Mazot,  Governor  qfPemacola. 
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HfiADa'Rs,  DiyisiON  of  the  Sootb^        I 
Befort  St  Marki,  April  6, 1818. 
Sir:  To  chastise  a  savage  foe,  wbo,  combined 
with  a  lawless  band  of  negro  brigands,  have  for 
some  time  past  been  carr^in^  on  a  cruel  and  nn- 
proYoked  war  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  has  compelled  the  President  to  direct  me 
to  march  my  army  into  Florida.    I  have  pene- 
trated to  the  Mickasuky  towns,  and  redaeed  them 
to  ashes.    In  these  towns  I  foand  many  indica- 
tions of  a  hostile  spirit.    On  a  red  pole  in  the 
centre  of  the  council-houses  of  Eenhagas  town, 
more  than  fifty  fresh  scalps,  of  all  ages,  from  the 
infant  to  the  aged  matron,  were  found  suspended. 
In  addition  to  this,  upwards  of  three  hundred  old 
scalps  were  found  in  the  dwellings  df  the  differ- 
ent chiefs  settled  on  the  Mickasuky  pond.    Those 
barbarians  who  escaped  death  hare  fled.    From 
information  communicated  by  the  Governor  of 
Pensacola  to  two  of  my  captains,  Gordon  and 
Call,  I  was  induced  to  believe  they  had  fled  to 
St.  Marks  for  protection.    The  Governor  stated 
that  the  Indians  and  negroes  bad  demanded  of 
you  larse  supplies  of  munitions  of  war,  with  a 
threat,  in  the  erent  of  a  refusal,  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  your  fortress.    He  further  expressed  an 
apprehension  that,  from  your  defenceless  state, 
they  were  already  in  possession  of  St.  Marks. 
The  wife  of  Chenubby^  a  noted  ^ief,  bow  a  pri- 
soner hi  my  Mmp,  infoNUed  die  that  the  hostile 
Indians  and  negroes  obtained  their  supply  of  am- 
munition from  St.  Marks.    To  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  so  gross  a  violation  of  neutrality,  and  to 
exclude  our  savage  enemies  from  so  strong  a  hold 
as  St.  Marks,  I  deem  it  expedient  to  garrison  that 
fortress  with  American  troops,  until  the  close  of 
the  present  war.    This  measure  is  justifiable  on 
the   immutable   principle   of   self-defence,  and 
cannot  but  be  satbfaotory,  under  existing;  cir- 
cumstances, to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King  of 
Spain.    Under  existing  treaties  between  our  two 
Governments,  His  Catholic  Majesty,  the  King 
of  Spain,  is  bound  to  preserve  in  peace  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  not  only  his  own 
subjects,  but  all  Indian  tribes  residing  within  his 
territory.    When  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  part 
of  the  treaty  iu  relation  to  a  savage  tribe  who 
have  long  depredated  with  impunity  on  the  Amer- 
ican frontier,  incompetency  is  alleged,  with  an 
acknowledgment  that  the  same  tribe  have  acted 
in  open  hostility  to  the  iaws,and  invaded  the  rights 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty.    As  a  mutual  enemy, 
therefore,  it  is  expected  that  every  facility  will  be 
afibrded  by  the  agents  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  chas- 
tise these  lawless  and  inhuman  savages.    In  this 
light  is  the  possession  of  St.  Marks  by  the  Amer- 
ican forces  to  be  viewed.    1  come  not  as  the  ene- 
my but  as  the  friend  of  Spain.    Soanish  rights 
and  property  will  be  respected.    The  property 
and  rights  of  Spanish  subjects  will  be  gaarantied 
them.    An  inventory  of  all  public  property,  mu< 
nitions  of  war,  d».,  shall  be  made  out  ana  certi- 


ISarks  will  be  teferred  to  our  ve^peeCite  Qorefn" 
ments,  for  amicable  adjustment.  Borne  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  are  in  tbre  bay  of  St. 
Marks,  with  whom  I  wish  to  commiinieate.  Ton 
will,  I  trust,  furnish  me  with  a  small  vesxl  to 
convey  a  letter,  as  well  as  some  sick  end  wound- 
ed that  are  witn  me.  As  our  mntanl  sarage  ei»- 
mies  are  concentrating  their  forces  near  or  on  the 
Sawauev,an  earl][  and  prompt  answer  is  rvquestd 
to  this  letter,  with  an  English  translation,  k 
neither  myself  nor  staff  are  aeqaainted  with  tk 
Spanish. 

This  win  be  handed  to  yt>n  hy  Aid-de-es0p 
Lieutenant  James  Gkidsden,  by  whom  an  aniwrr 
is  expected,    I  have,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

JtlCtjOr  VtcntTuM  CDaSnUMoBi^. 

The  Comm'o  OrncEn,  St.  Marks. 


subject  of  my  possession  of  the  garrison  of  St. 


0T.  Marks,  opt  Appauicvix, 

April  7, 19I& 

Most  Excellbnt  Sib  :  Being  madte  to  ante- 
stand,  although  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  the 
contents  of  a  letter  with  which  your  en^kncf 
honored  me  vesterday  evening,  delivered  to  ne 
bv  your  aid-ae-camp  James  Gadsden.  I  will  de- 
clare  to  your  excellencv  the  satisnctioa  tl» 
knowledge  of  the  result  of  your  expedition  against 
Mickasuly  has  afforded  me.  That  sueh  weak 
be  the  event  could  not  be  doubted,  on  consider- 
ing the  superior  talents  and  skilful  condoet  of 
your  excdleney;  and  to  these  must  be  attribuied 
the  success,  on  which  I  tender  you  my  most  cor- 
dial congratulation. 

My  chief,  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  had  in 
(ruth  reason  to  mention  to  your  captains,  Gordon 
and  Call,  what  your  excellency  states  lo  ae,  aad 
to  entertain  fears  for  the  fate  of  ihii  fort,  men* 
aced  by  Indians  and  negroes  for  some  months  past, 
and  particularly  since  they  have  been  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations  of  obtaining  powder  and 
balls,  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  solicited,  and 
to  wnich  (hey  thought  themselves  entitled.  Crom 
the  practice  wliich  subsisted  of  supplying  them 
annuallv  therewith.    This  proves  how  enlirdf 
unfonnaed  Is  the  assertion  of  the  wife  of  the  chief 
Chenubby,  that  the  Indians  have  been  supplied 
with  munitions  in  this  fort  since  I  was  advised 
and  I  determined  to  maintain  the  most  perfect 
neutrality.    No  one  can  better  remore  from  yoar 
excellency's  mind  any  unfavorable  opinion  yen 
ibav  have  formed  on  this  subject  than  the  bearer, 
William  Hambly,  as  he  has  at  various  tiotes 
intefrpreted  to  me  the  solicitations  of  the  seveni 
Indian  chiefs  in  mv  neighborhood ;  and  he  caa 
also  inforth  yon  of  the  advice  I  always  gave  them 
— to  avoid  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken 
them,  and  which  I  foresaw  from  the  begioaing. 

This  being  realized,  and  there  being  now  no 
motive  to  fear  any  insult  to  the  fort  from  these 
barbarians  and  the  negroes,  1  beg  permission  of 
your  excellency  to  call  your  attention  to  the  difli- 
culty  I  should  involve  myself  in  with  mf  Got- 
ernment,  if  I  were  presently  to  assent  to  what 
your  excellency  proposes  to  me,  to  garrison  this 
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r4»rt  vitk  Iftie  tioopi  •!  the  Unifttd  Slstea,  withoat 
irsi  ree«i?iDg  it*  orden.    S«Gh  I  will  aolicit  im- 


an  opporUimty  ofien,  and  1  do  aot  £»r 
1  momeiM  doobt  that  thef  wUl  be  giveo  to  me; 
o  aualeiia  is  aay  Oofernmeiit  to  oomplf  with  the 
ttpuladons  beiweeii  her  and  the  Uoiied  Siaiai. 
A  the  ioieriai  I  hope  your  aeelleaef  will  desist 
ram  jfroor  iDfeDtion,ai|d  be  firmly  persnaded  of 
he  good  faiih  and  harmooy  which  wtli  reiga  be^ 
^ireeo  this  gacriaon.  aad  whatever  troops  yoQ 
Mtjr  thiak  fit  to  ieare  ia  this  ?icioity,  who  may 
asset  me  IA  the  defeaee  of  this  fart  oa  any  aa* 
oreveen  event. 

The  sick,  your  exeellaaey  seat  in  are  lodged  io 
he  royal  hospital,  and  I  haYe  afforded  them  erecy, 
id  whieh  eircamstaaeeB  admit.  I  hope  your 
zeelleaey  will  glTO  me  other  cmpoxtaaitiea  of 
Tine  log  the  desire  I  hare  in  aattify  yoa* 

I  trosi  yemr  eieelleaey  wilLparmn  my  not  an- 
wetiotf  yea  as.  soon  as  requested,  for  reasons 
rhich  have  been  given  yon  by.,  yom  aid-daroamp* 

do  not  accompany;  this  witjsaa  Boglish  trans- 
ation,  as  your  ezcellejacx  desires,  because  there 
s  no  one  in  thjB  fort  capable  thereof;  but  the  be- 
bre  nanjed  WUham  Qan^bl^  proposes  to  trans- 
ite  it  to  yonr  excellency  in  the  best  manner 
e  ean. 

Mbiy  aar  Lord  preeerre  yoor  exeellencv  many 
em  vs.     8oeh  is  my  praver.     Most  exeellent  stT; 

kiss  year  exoelleaey's  haadi,and  am  yoar  meet 
•bedient  and  deT4>led  servant, 

F.  OA80  T  himnoo. 

Xha  Most  Bs^  A.  Jaokson, 


HBADd'aay-Diviaioa  op  tai  South, 
Camp  near  Si.  Marie^^  April  7,  '18. 

Sm :  I  refer  yon  to  my  eomnuiaications  of  yes- 
erdsyi  for  the  motives  whieh  have  compelled  me 
o  oceupy  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's.  I  again  repeat 
bat  1  have,  entered  the  territory  of  Spain  as  a 
irieadi  to  chastise  a  miitnal  enemy  of  both  na« 
ions,  and  mbom  His  Catholic  Ma jje»ty  was  boaad, 
inder  the  most  eaered  of  tceatiesi  to  Davepunisby 
d  himself  Pecnliar  eircumatanees,  however. 
lave  prevented^  aad  it  was  therefore  expeeied 
hsLi  every  faoihty  wxHild  hnvs  heea  given  to  the 
^.oierioan  arms,  to  have  insured  success  to  their 
»|Mecatioas.  The  occupaAiea  of  St.  Merk's  ia  esr 
«tf&tiai  to  the  i^eempUsbment,  qf  my  eampaign, 
lAd  U  peculiarly  so  at  ihisperiiodt  when  evidenee 
s  derived  frpm  every  sovrea  of  the  designs  of 
be  negroes  and  Indians  againm  that  fortress., 
ri^y  are  now  eoacentratiag  with  the  ioteatton. 
af  taBiDg  posBcssipn  of  St.  Marks  the  moment  my 
trmy  raoiKes  from  its  vicipijty,  the  dislodging  them- 
froni  .whiah.  will  coat  me  moie  American  blood 
Lhaa  I  am  disposed  should  be  shed.  Success  to 
lay  operations  requires  despatch ;  you  will  ex- 
cose  me,  therefoce,  in  refusing  yoor  reqneat  that 
a  suspension  should  he  granted  until  a  permit  is. 
obtained  from  youc  Goverament,  and  on  iosiKtr 
ing  that  Fort  Su  Marks  should  he  immediately 
occupied  by  American  troops^ 

Mbi^or  Fanning,  my  inspector  geaeraJ,  aad 


Ueuti  BimmoQ^  of  the  Ordaaaea  Deparimenty 
are  appointed  to  act^  with  one  or  two  oflkera 
nominated  oa  your  parti  to  take  an  inveatory  of^ 
aad  inspect  all  public  property  in  the  fort  ot  8t« 
Marks,  for  whieb  receipts  will  be  giveo  in  the 
name  of  tha  American  Government.  Any  die* 
positioa  which  you  would  wish  made  with  the 
piivatf  piH>perty  of  yourself,  oScers,  aad  soldiery 
or  any  other  arrangements  gratifying  to  yoursel/, 
will  be  settled  by  my  aid<de*oamps«  Lieutenaata 
Gkdsden  and  Glassell. 

ANDR&W  JACKSON, 
Ma^  Gtmral  commanding. 
Don  F.  Cabo  Lubiioo, 

Commanding  fVrt  St,  iUWhsi 


A^VAL4<79iB,  April  7, 1818. 

Most  Bxcai*t.aaT  Sir:  I  should  iusim  oa  what 
I  stated  to  yoar  excellency  ia  'my  letter  of  thia 
morning,  as  to  the  necesMty  of  awaiting  ordcn 
from  the  Qovernor  of  Peosacalafior  the  delivery 
of  this  fort  under  my  command,  were  I  not,  La 
addition  to  what  your  excellency  says  in  your 
answer,  threatened  by  vonr  aid-de^^amp  aim  the 
other  omcers  appointee!  to  negotiate  on  the  sub* 
jeet ;  and  had  not  so  large  a  body  of  troops  ca- 
tered, without  awaiting  my  permissio9)  and  taken 
possession  of  all  the  stores  and  ppsts,  lowartog 
the  Spanish  flag,  and  hoisting  the  American. 

So  manifest  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  Hia 
Catholic  Majesty  obliges  me  to  complain  of  it,, 
and  to  protest  against  it;  and  I  accordingly  da 
protest  egainst  itj  and  beg  of  your  excellency  to 
provide  me,  as  speedilj  as  possible,  the  vcmcIs 
necesspry  to  trani^rt  me  to  Pensacola,  togetbec 
with  the  troops  and  those  persons  who  are  in  the 
royal  employ;  and  also  to  give  orders  that«in  the 
interim^  the  private  property  and  effects  of  everv 
Spanish  individ4al  here  be  respected.  Witn 
respect  to  the  public  property  of  His  Cat^olio* 
Migesty,  I  have  nominated  the  subaltern  oQcer 
of  this  detachment  and  commissary  of  the  fort  to. 
makcj  with  the  three  officers  whom  you  name,  to 
met  an  inventory  thereof. 

1  repeat  to  your  excellency  my  respects,  and 
prayers  to  Qoq  to  preserve  your  life  many.  ye^r#^ 
Most  excellent  sir,  I  kiss  your  excelleooy's  band** 
Your  most  obedient  and  devQted  servant, 

FE.  CA80  T  LUANOa 
The  Meet  Baa't  A.  JAOceoii, 

Anerw^  U.&  froopo  beforeSH.  Mmrlmk 

HuAntt'aa,  DtviaioN  or  ths  South, 
Camp,  near  /^.  Marh,  AprU  7, 1818. 

Stn:  I  have  received  yoar  protest  agaiaet  my 
prAeeeding9«  The  opeupaAoy  of  Fort  St,  Marka 
by  my  troops,  previous  to  your  assentiog  to  the 
measufe,  became  necessary  from  the  dimculties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  an  amicable  a<IUustmeat, 
notwithstaadiog  my  assurances  that  every  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  to  yoar  satisfaction, 
and  expressing  a  wish  that  my  movements  against 
our  common  enemy  should  not  be  retarded  by  a 
tedious  negotiation.     I  again  repeat  what  haa 
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been  reiterated  to  yoa  through  mj  oid-de-eamp, 
Lieateaant  Qadsden.  that  yoor  penoaal  rights  and 
private  property  shall  be  respected ;  that  yoor  sit- 
uation shall  be  made  as  comfortable  as  practica- 
ble while  compelled  to  remain  in  Fort  St.  Marks  $ 
and  that  transports  shall  be  furoished,  as  sooo  as 
they  can  be  obtained,  to  convey  yoorseif,  family, 
and  command,  to  Pensacoia.  I  daily  expect  some 
vessels  from  the  bay  of  Appalachicola;  as  soon 
as  they  anive,  the  moat  suitable  shall  be  selected 
for  said  purpose. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mtnor  General  commandifi^» 
Don.  Fa.  Cabo  t  Lnmoo, 

Governor  of  St.  Marke. 


Pbnsacola,  April  16, 1818. 

Most  EzcELLaiiT  Sir  :  Your  excellency's  let* 
ter  of  the  25th  of  the  last  month  has  been  deliv- 
ered to  me,  and  also  that  of  the  26ih,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  16th  of  February  last.  I  have  the 
honor  to  advise  your  excellency  of  the  receipt  of 
both,  and  to  answer  the  former. 

In  the  month  of  May,  of  the  last  year,  from  a 
spirit  of  conciliation  I  permitted  a  cargo  of  pro- 
visions, which  the  schooner  Mobiterra  had  brought 
from  New  Orleans  to  this  place,  to  pass  up  the 
Escambia  to  Fort  Crawford.  Influenced  by  the 
same  sentiments,  I  made  a  similar  concession  to 
Captain  Call,  assenting  to  ihe  transporting  of  the 
cargo  brought  by  the  schooner  Italiana,  in  Janu- 
ary last,  to  the  said  destination ;  and,  more  latelv, 
in  continuance  of  the  same  amicable  and  concil- 
iatory spirit,  I  consented  that  Lieutenant  Eddy, 
of^  the  garrison  of  the  before  named  fort,  (com- 
missioned bv  lis  commander,  Major  Young,  for 
the  pur]>o$e.)  should  procure  sixty  barrels  of  pro- 
visions in  this  place;  and  the  cargo  of  the  schoon- 
er Italiana  Qwhich  is,  or  ought  to  be,  deposited 
here)  not  being  yet  exported,  I  do  not  think  the 
further  introduction  of  provisions,  which  your 
excellency  asks  at  present  necessarv ;  but,  never- 
theless, as  I  infer  trom  your  excellency's  letter 
that  these  provisions  are  alreadv  on  their  passage, 
in  nursuance  of  the  sufferance  hitherto  accorded, 
ano  observing  the  restrictions  and  course  estab- 
lished, that  is,  to  consl^  them  to  a  Spanish  com- 
mercial house,  who  will  take  care  to  forward 
them,  and  par  the  royal  duties  of  import  and  ex- 
port, I  will  allow  the  same  destination  to  be  given 
to  them  as  to  the  former,  provided  thac  the  Qov- 
ernmeat  of  the  United  States  shall  not  set  up,  or 
derive  anv  right,  either  now  or  hereafter,  rrom 
these  purely  gratuitous  concessions,  as  I  make  them 
from  the  obligation  of  existing  circumstances, 
which  do  not  admit  of  supplying  the  garrison  of 
the  before  named  Fort  Crawford  by  any  other 
way. 

In  accordance  with  the  declaration  of  your  ex- 
cellency, when  you  add  it  is  not  jrour  intention 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  with  me  in  relation  to 
the  right  which  the  United  Stafes  may  claim  to 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Escambia,  so  neither  is 
it  mine  to  discuss  this  subject  with  your  excel- 
lency, as  well  because  it  does  not  &11  within  my 


duties,  as  that,  being  a  aabofdiaate  ofieer,  I 
bound  to  obey  the  superior  on  vrhoia  1 4e^d.  it 
being  my  dutv,  uotH  I  reeeiw  instraeiioBsiothe 
contrary,  to  be  governed  on  this  bead  bf  ihe 
treaties  existing  between  the  United  Statatad 
Spain ;  and  in  the  last,  of  amity,  iiiBiti,  aad  aar- 
igntioD,  I  do  not  see  the  before  Darned  river  mea- 
tioned,  but  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  my  mas- 
ter, over  all  the  territories^  rivers,  coasts,  ports, 
and  harbors  lying  South  of  31^  North,  solemaiy 
and  explicitly  recognised  by  the  United  Sutet; 
and,  if  extraordinary  and  existing  circnnMtaoea 
should  require  any  further  tempormry  coaecBioas. 
not  explained  io  the  said  trenty.  1  reqac«  yoor 
exoelleacy  to  have  the  goodness' to  apply,  ia  fu- 
ture, for  the  obtaining  ortheoa,  to  the  proper  aa- 
thority,  as  I,  for  my  part,  possess  no  power  vbii- 
ever  in  relatioa  thereto. 


May  God  preserve  yonr  exeelleney  SMny  veus. 

J08R  MAZOT. 
His  Ex'cy  A.  JAOKsmr, 

Mq§or  Gemeraif  4^. 


HsAoa'aa,  DtvisioM  or  ths  Sootb. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  AprU  27,  iSlS. 

Sta:  After  I  left  this  port  for  St.  Jou,  to  dis- 
perse and  destroy  the  nntoal  eBemy  of  Spua 
and  the  United  Sute^  a  amnll  sehooaer,  wiik 
men  and  supplio^  arrived  from  PensncoU.  sad 
was  taken  possession  of  and  detained  by  asy  oftoer 
left  in  command.  This  vessel  has  been  liberstri 
with  all  her  effects,  excepting  some  clothing  of 
the  United  States  unaccomMUiied  with  any  in- 
voice, and  which  has  been  detained,  as  supposed 
to  be  a  part  of  that  taken  on  lK>ard  the  hosts 
within  toe  territory  of  this  Republic,  to  vbich 
Lieutenant  Scott,  of  the  United  States  amy,  wiik 
his  command,  were  so  inhumanly  masaered. 

I  regret  being  compelled  to  state  to  yen,  that, 
from  the  papers  and  proofs  taken  at  8aa  l«an*s ; 
the  qtiaatity  of  American  cattle  fouad  at  St. 
Marks,  and  purchased  by  me  from  the  €oaim»> 
ary  of  the  post  \  and  the  iatercourae  kept  up  be* 
tween  this  post  aad  the  hostile  Indians,  thcie  is 
too  much  ground  to  believe  that  the  Indians  have 
been  eacoura^.  aided,  aad  abetted  by  the  dbr 
cers  of  Spain  in  this  cruel  war  against  the  Uaited 
States.  Proof  positive  exists  that  the  lodiani 
were  supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  late  com- 
mandant of  St.  Marks.  The  United  States  doth- 
lujf  being  found  on  board  of  a  vessel  in  the  employ 
orthe  Qovernment  of  Spain,  sniliag  from  Peao- 
cola  direct  for  this  port,  eonpels  me  to  call  oa 
you  for  a  statement  ia  what  manner  you  came 
possessed  of  said  clothing.  The  good  aader- 
standin^  that  so  happilv  exists  betareen  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  and  the  United  States  formed  a  jost 
ground  to  believe  that  his  aeents  would  have  dis- 
countenanced this  cruel  and  savage  war  against 
the  citizens  of  this  Republic.  Spain,  too  wcsi: 
to  oomply  with  her  treaties  with  the  United  Bates, 
or  chastise  her  own  savage  subjects,  waging  war 
against  a  friendly  nation,  it  was  scarcely  to  be 
believed  that  her  officers  would  have  been  de- 
tecud  io  aiding  and  abettiog  the  enemy,  aausiing 
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with  the  iDtelti^tiee  of  oar  moTements,  and  pur- 
chasing the  property  depredated  of  os.  Atneriea, 
jast  to  her  treaties,  and  anzioos  to  maintain  peace 
with  the  world,  cannot  and  will  not  permit  such 
I  savage  war  to  be  carried  on  in  disguiee  any 
longer.  Asylums  hare  been  panted  to  the  per- 
soDs  and  property  of  an  Indian  foe,  (Aigitires 
from  the  territory  of  the  United  States;)  facili- 
ties, deemed  by  me  necessary  to  terminate  a  war 
which,  tinder  ezisting  treaties,  should  ha?e  been 
maintained  by  Smiin ;  for  feeding  my  troops ;  and 
lihersiiog  the  subjects  of  Spain  imprisoned  by  the 
Indiana;  hare  all  been  denied  by  the  officers  of 
Bis  Catholic  Majesty.  All  these  faets  prove  the 
jDJQjt  eondoct  of  Spanish  agents  ift  Florida.  It 
sannot  be  longer  tolerated,  and  although  a  Re- 
pablic  fond  of  peace,  the  United  States  know 
iheir  rights  and  at  the  expense  of  war  will  main* 
Lain  them. 

Tour  obedient  serrant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

JvK^w  QetiBTtu  cotMuoiuHttg, 

Don  Jobs  Mazot, 

Oovemor  ^  PetiMacokt. 

No.  2. 

> 

7opy  tff  a  naU  of  Hu  dmmmnimU  of  WeU  Fimdm 
to  Majvr  Ymmgf  at  the  em^ampnunit  banko  of  ike 

P^HSACOLA,  April  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  Yotir  note  of  the  27th,  dated  encampment 
m  the  Escambia  and  Fort  Crawford,  accompany- 
Dg  the  proclamation  which  you  were  pleased  to 
inclose,  were  delivered  to  me  at  three  o'clock  this 
fternoon  by  an  artificer,  a  man  of  color,  whose 
peedy  return  not  allowing  me  at  present  to  an- 
wer  them  in  detail,  I  shall  merely  state,  that  the 
mall  number  of  peaceful  Indians  who  were  in  this 
ilace  and  in  its  ricinity  retired  on  the  26th,  at  the 
lawn  of  which  day  several  of  them,  both  women 
nd  children,  were  killed  by  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
id  States.  As  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  investigate 
be  motiyes  of  this  act.  or  or  the  Tlolatioo,  resolt- 
ig  from  it,  I  shall  only  say  that,  in  compliance 
ritb  my  duty.  I  shall  give  an  account  of  the 
^hole  proceeding  to  mjr  superior;  and,  in  the 
leantime,  I  hope  you  will  allow  no  further  hos- 
litles  to  be  committed  on  this  territory,  on  any 
retence  whateTer.  If  the  Indians  ahoold  give 
ny  further  cause  of  complaint,  I  trust  tou  will 
iform  roe  of  it,  that  they  may  receive  due  puB« 
hment,  should  that  depend  on  my  authority.  If 
lere  are  aoy  Indians  still  remaining  within  this 
»ritory,I  will  have  them  sought  for  and  informed 
f  your  letter,  and  advise  you  of  the  result.  I 
an  assure  you,  both  under  my  hand  and  on  my 
rord,  that  the  information,  as  stated  in  your  let- 
er,  of  the  aggressions  committed  by  the  Indians 
s  the  first  I  nave  had  of  them,  for  at  the  time  I 
greed  to  the  return  of  the  escort  referred  to,  I 
lad  no  knowled^^e  of  any  others  than  those  who 
vere concerned  in  the  attack  on  Lieutenant  Eddy. 

repeat  to  you  the  assurance  that  my  wishes  and 
^fibrts  are  wholly  directed  to  preserve  the  peace 
)>ppUy  attbaistiog  between  our  Governments.  In 


a  fVill  confidence  in  your  favorable  sentiments,  I- 
beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  respectful  salutations. 
God  preserve  you  many  yeare. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

To  Major  W.  Young, 

Com^g  Am.  troape  on  the  Escambia 


Copy  of  a  note  from  Joet  Matsot  to  ik^or  W.  Young. 

Pensacoul,  April  30, 1818. 

Sib  :  In  consequence  of  the  request  expressed  in 
your  letter  of  the  27ih  instant,  I  assembled  the 
chiefs  af  the  Upper  Creeks  at  the  villages  of 
Colome,  Canaan,  Cowale,  and  Forsatche,  and 
communicated  to  them  the  contents  of  your  let-* 
ter.  They  all  replied  that  they  had  for  a  long 
time  been  very  miserable  and  wretched,  without 
shelter  or  home,  that  by  the  counsel  of  a  good 
friend  they  had  at  length  found  one,  that  they 
had  listened  attentively  to  it,  and  accepted  wita 

fratitude  the  offers  you  had  made  them.  These 
ndiaos  are  about  eighty-seven  in  number,  includ* 
iog  women  and  children.  They  agreed  to  divide 
themselves  into  three  parties,  and  set  out  oa 
their  march,  as  soon  as  I  received  your  answer, 
which  they  thought  it  would  be  prudent  for  them 
to  keep;  and  that  when  von  were  informed  of 
their  resolution,  you  would  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  their  safe  progress,  and  avoiding  any 
rencounter  with  the  Choctaws,  who,  if  not  season- 
ably apprized  of  the  circumstances,  otiight  attack 
them,  in  which  case  the  pacific  arrangements^ 
in  which  we  both  take  so  strong  an  interest, 
would  be  entirely  defeated.  Oj)abi*hola,  an  Ali- 
liambn  chief,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age, 
and  infirmities  will,  for  the  preseat,  remain  here 
with  his  family.  I  have  given  orders  for  bis 
relief,  and  pledge  myself  for  his  good  behaviour. 
You  will  always  find  me  disposed,  sir,  to  pro- 
mote Any  measure  conducive  to  the  mutual  in* 
terests  of  our  two  countries,  which  may,  at  the 
same  time^  be  in  conformity  with  existing  tree* 
ties.  I  ofier  you  the  renewed  assorancea  of  my 
respect,  and  I  pray  Qod  to  preserve  you. 

JOSE  MAZOT.    , 
To  Major  Whiti  Youno. 

Pensaoola,  May  2, 1818. 

True  copies  of  the  letter  and  documents  de* 
posited  in  the  archives  of  thia  command. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  (by  indis* 
position,) 

BUEN.  DUBIEUIL. 


HBADa'ns,  DiviaiON  op  thi  Soutb, 
Fort  Manigomertfi  June  2, 1818. 
Sir:  The  Seminole  war  having  terminated,  I 
deem  it  politic  and  advisable  to  send  to  Wash* 
ington  John  Blunt  and  his  Indian  comrades,  who 
have  acted  as  pilots  to  me  during  the  late  cam- 
paign. Juhn  BUint  is  a  Tuckabatcbee  Indian, 
has  long  been  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and 
in  consequence  of  his  opposition  to  the  Red 
Stick  party  durioff  the  Creek  war  has  drawn 
down  upon  himself  their  vengeance  during  the 
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If  tf  contest.  HU  Mttiement  being  ia  ao  exposed 
situatioA  00  the  AppaUcbicoU  ri?ei,  he  was  eadv 
attacked  by  Semmoles,  his  prqp«rif  destroyed, 
aod.l^is  family  rifled  from  him  \^  alooe  he  escaped 
and  fled  to  Fort  Scott,  where,  joioing  the  Amer- 
ican standard,  hehas  prored  himself  a  most  zeal- 
ous friend  and  faithrul  pilot  to  this  period.  In 
justice  to  him  1  am  bound  to  stale,  that  to  his 
correal  kpowledg?  of  the  ooimuy  ««Mi  uajaoa 
attaCihmeot  to  the  cause  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged, I  am  measurably  indebted  for  the  success 
of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Hambly  accompanies  John  Blunt.  Mr. 
^.  is  a  Spanish  subject  by  birth,  and  Hhs  long 
been  a  resident  as  a  trader  on  the  Appalachicola 
river.  In  consequence  of  his  attachment  to  the 
Amerieati. cause,  and  his  active  exertions  to  check 
the  hostile  feelings  of  those  Indians  disposed  to 
war  against  the  United  States,  he  drew  down 
upon  hiinseif  and  family  their  vengeance.  He 
was  forcibly  taken  from  his  house  at  an  early 
period  of  the  war ;  his  property,  goods,  and  ne« 
groes  taken  from  hioa,  and  be  violently  transport- 
ed from  Mickasnkey.  Suwanee,  and  St.  Marks, 
until  finally  relieved  by  Captain  McKeever  of 
the  American  Navy;  since  which  period  he  has 
been  attached  to  my  army  as  Indian  interpreter. 
Ton  will  find  him  an  honest  and  faithful  friend 
of  our  Government,  and  valuable  for  the  infor- 
mation which  he  can  afibrd  of  Spanish  policy 
and  intrigue.  He  is  well  acquainted  Wiih  all  thie 
transactions  of  foreign  agents  in  this  country,  of 
their  practices,  dkc.^  and  now  far  encouraged  by 
the^Bpanish  authority,  &e.  With  respecL  4c« 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

JIfq/or  Qeneral  commainitngt> 

J^ott.  J.  C^  Calhoun,  jSlec'y  of  War. 

HftAiKir'aa,  DiviaioK  oPTaa  Sodta, 

F&ft  Mo^gomery^  Jime  2, 1818. 

Sii :  In  a  communication  to  you  of  the  5ib 
of  May,  I  detailed  at  length  the  operations  of 
my  army  up  to  that  period.    Leaving  a  strong 

farrison  of  regulars,  in  Forts  Scott  and  Gadsden, 
resumed  my  march,  with  a  small  detachment 
of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  of 
artiUecy,  aqd  the  effectives  of  the  Tennessee  vol- 
unteers^ the  whole  not  exceeding  twelve  bun* 
dred  meUj  to  fulfil  mv  intentions,  communicated 
to  you,  or  scouring  the  oouniry  west  of  the  Ap- 
palaehicola  river.  On  the  lOtfa  of  May,  my 
army  crossed  that  river  at  the  Ocbesee  village, 
and)  after  a  fatiguing,  tedious,  and  circuitous 
march  of  twelve  days,  mialed  by  the  ignorance 
of  our  pilots,  and  exposed  lo  the  sevf  resK  of  pri- 
vatioASi  we  finally  reached  aQ4  effected  a  pas- 
sage over  the  Sscambia.  On  my  march,  on  the 
22d  of  May,  a  protest  from  the  wveraor  of  Pen- 
sacola  w^s  delivered  me  by  a  Spanish  officer, 
remonstrating  in  warm  terms  against  my  pro- 
ceeding, and  ordering  me  and  siy  forces  in- 
stantly to  quit  the  territorv  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, with  a  threat  to  apply  force  in  the  event  of 
a  non-compliance.  This  was  so  open  an  indica- 
tion of  a  hostile  feeling  on  his  pait,  after  having 


been  early  and  well  advised  of  tbe  d^  of  mj 
operations,  that  I  hesitated  no  longer  on   tke 
measures  to  be  ado|ited,    I  marched  for  aad  en- 
tered Pensacola  with  oaly  the  show  of  resist- 
ance, on  the  24th  of  May.    The  Governor  bad 
previously  fled  to  Fori  Carloa    de    Baraacas, 
where,  it  was  said,  he  had  resolved  npoo  a  most 
desperate  resistance.    A  oorrcspoodeace  ensued 
between  us,  (acoompaoyiag  thia,  onarked  A,)  de- 
tailing at  length  my  motives  for  wiahingaad  de- 
manding that  Pensacola  and  its  dopeadeacies  be 
occupied  with  an  American  garrison.  The  pack- 
age marked  B  are  docomenu  subsi^oiiauii^  (he 
char^esi  ia  part^  against   t|ie  coadoct  of  the 
Spanish  Qoveroor,  having  kaowiosly  tad  wil- 
lingly admitted  tbe  savages,  avowedly  hostile  to 
the  United  Statesi  witiua   the  town  of  Peasa- 
cola. 

The  peaceable  surrender  of  the  fort  at  the  Bt- 
rancas  was  denied.    I  marched  for  and  invested 
it  on  tbe  eveMlf  of  tha 26dk  oCMpy^and  oa  the 
same  aiglet  pushed  rec9iiaoil4inog  jparties  lader 
its  very  guns.    On  the  moraink  of  the  Mkt  a 
military  reconnoissanee  was  tuea ;  and  oia  tbe 
same  night,  a  lodgement  was  made,  ander  a  firs 
from  the  Spanish  garrison,  by  Captain  GsMeo 
of  the  engineers,  aided  by  Captains  Gall  and 
Yoneg,  oa  a  epamaodiag  position,  wiahiaihiea 
bundled  and  eiffify4hrt  yaide  of  ifce  Bfaaiah 
works,  and  a  nine-pounder  monated.    A  hew- 
itsev  battecy  wpi  ataurilaneoasly  established  oa 
the  capitolo(  and  wiihiii  scran  hoadiednad  fiirf 
Vajrds  of  the  feci.    At  davRrkt  oa  the  STth,  the 
Spanish  garrison  opened  their  artillery  on  oot 
battefies.;  a  patlty  was  sonndad.  a  flag  scat  ia 
and  the  .snrrendai  of  Fort  Carlos  de 
again  demanded ;  the  favorable  positions  obiataed 
ware  pointed  out,  and  the  inutility  of  raastaace 
Ufged.    Asguone  to  avoid  an  open  enclasp  and 
to  save  the  effusion  of  blood,  the  same  terms 
prcTiooslyofffiwd  were  agaia  tendeiei.    These 
were  rejected,  aad  ofiansive  opciattoas  cecoa- 
menaed.    A  spirited  and  well-directed  fire  was 
kept  up  the  grtater  pa^t  of  the  naoraing,  aad 
at  intervala  <^riBg  the  alicrnoon.    In  the  eve- 
ning a  flag  was  aent  froovL  the  Spanish  com* 
maadapt,  oSeriag  to  capitulate  and  a  soaaea^ 
sion  of  hostiiitiea  was  graatad  until  eight  o'clock 
next  dayi  when  the  enclosed  articlea  of  eapif- 
ulatioa  (aaiarked  C)  upere  signed  and  agieeA 
tcu    The  terms  are  more  favoahle.thna  a  co^ 
qoered  enemy  would  have  merited}  bat,  aadei 
tbp  peculiar  cireumstaaeea  of  the  eaaa,  ay  ob> 
jeet  obuinad^  there  w^s  no  motive  (<»  wonediiv 
the  feelinn  of  these  whose  nailimry  pdde  oc 
honor  had  piompted  to  the  resistance  madew 
The  articles,  with  but  one  condition,  ameonied  to 
a  complete  cession  to  the  United  States  of  that 
portion  of  the  Floridaa  hitherto  aader  the  gov- 
ernment of  Don  Joae  MaxoL 

The  arraagemeau  which  I  have  made  te  aecare 
Penaaeola  and  ito  dependencies  are  eoatained  iu 
the  general  orders,  marked  D.  I  deemed  it  laeat 
adTisable  to  retain,  for  the  preaent,  the  same 
govecnment  to  which  the  people  hadheeaateon* 
I  tomed,  until  such  time  as  the  Bzecniiva  of  the 
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De/bai  oftke  SemktoU  Indian^^  fe. 


[Toiced  Steces  may  order  otkcrwise*  It  was  ne- 
cessary, howeTtr,  to  establish  the  reyenne  laws 
)r  tha  United  States,  to  cheek  the  sniaiKfliog 
vhicb  had  been  carried  on  suecessfnUjr  io  thrs 
loarter  for  maaf  years  past,  and  to  admit  tha 
imariean  naerchant  to  an  eqaai  participation  in 
i  trade  which  would  hare  been  denied  nader  the 
)artial  operations  of  tha  Spanish  eommeroial 
(ode. 

Capt.  Gadsden  was  appointed  by  me  collector, 
md  he  has  orgaaized  and  left  the  department  in 
he  charge  of  officers  on  whom  the  grtataet  eon« 
ideoce  may  be  repoeed. 

Though  the  Samiaota  ladiaas  hara  been  soa^ 
ered,and  iiteraily  so  divided  and  reduced  aaao 
onger  to  baTiawed  as  a  formidable  enemy,  yet, 
s  there  are  still  many  small  marauding  parties 
apposed  t»  be  concealed  in  the  swamps  of  the 
^eraido,  Choetawhatchy,  and  Cbapouley,  who 
oight  make  oecasionai  and  sodden  ioroadson  oar 
roatier  settkss,  massawreiog  women  and  chil^ 
Iren,  I  hare  deemed  it  advisable  to  call  into  ser- 
^ice  for  six-  months,  if  not  sooner  dischaiged,  two 
iompanies  of  Toloutcer  rangers,  under  Captains 
i/IcQirt  attd  Boyfces,  with  Instructions  to  scour 
he  country  between  the  Mobile  and  Appalachi* 
iola  riTera,  exterminating  every  heatile  party 
fho  dare  resist^  or  will  not  surrender  and  remove 
sith  their  families  above  the  thiify^firat  degree 
rUuitade« 

The  Seminole  war  may  now  be  considered  as 
t «. close,  tran^iltity  again  restored  to  thesovth* 
rn  frontier  of  the  United  States  j  and,  as  long  as 
.  cordon^  of  iviliiary  posu  is  maintained  aloag 
he  Qf^f  of  Mexico,  America  has  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  either  foreign  or  Indian  hostilities, 
indeed,  sir,  to  attempt  to  fortify  or  protect  an 
maginary  line,  or  to  suppose  that  a  frontier  on 
he  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  in  a  wilderness, 
lan  be  secured  by  a  aaidon  of  nuiitary  posts,  whilsc 
he  Spanish  aiuhonties  were  aott  maintained  in 
he  Floridas,  and  the  country  lay  open  to  the  use 
lod  excitement  of  any.eneoiy,is  visionary  in  the 
extreme.  On  the  immutable  principles,  there- 
ore,  of  self  defence,  anthorized  by  the  law  of 
lature  aad  of  nattoas,  have  I  bottomed  all  w 
operations ;  on  the  fact  that  the  Spaaiah  otf* 
tare  ha4  a^ad  and  abetted  the  Indma  enemy, 
Ad  thereby  became  a  party  in  hoatittties  against 
i%do  I  jitttify  my  oceopyiog  the-fipanisli'fer-* 
lesses,  SJNitn^  hmA  dissegaided  the  tMaiies  ex« 
«ing  with  the  American  QoveniaDMnt,or/had 
lot.  power  to  enfeice  than^  the  ladiao  tri%es 
aiihin  bar  territory,  aad  whieh^sha  was  bound  to 
taapatpaaee^  hod  •  visited  onraitixens  with  all 
the  faorrom  of  savagai  wair;  negao  brigands  were 
MabUshiog  tiiemaalvea  whea  and  where  they 
pleased ;  and  foreign  agents  were  openly  and 
kaowinfpiy  praetisiog  their  iotrigoeain  this  oe«« 
(ral  territory*  The  immutable  prineiplea  of  self- 
defence  justified,  therefore,  the  oconpaaey  of  the 
Ploridas,  and  the  same  prineiplea  will  mtraat 
the  Americao  Qoverament  in  holdiogiit  until 
sQch  time  aa  Spain  aao  guaraatee^  by  an  ade^ 
quate  military  force,  the  amiataMag  her  apthor^ 
ity  wlthia  tha  colony. 

15tli  Gov.  ))d  Ssaa.— 70 


A  topographical  sketch,  of  the  country  from 
the  Appalachicola  to  PeosacolaBay,  accompanies- 
this.  Captain  Yoang*  will  prepare,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  a  topographieal  memoir  of  that  part 
of  the  Floridas  in  which  my  army  has  operated, 
with  a  map  of  the  country.  Captain  Gkdsden  ia 
Instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  necessary 
defences  of  the  country,  as  far  as  the  militarv 
recoanoissaace  wilt  permit,  accompanied  witn 
plaas  of  existing  works,  what  additions  or  im- 
provements are  necessary,  and  what  new  works 
should,  in  his  opinion,  be  erected  to  give  perma- 
nent security  to  this  important  territorial  aadition 
to  our  Republic.  As  soon  as  this  report  is  pre- 
pared, Ciiptaia  Qadsden  will  receive  orders  to 
repair  to  Washiagton  City  with  some  other  doc- 
uments which  I  may  wish  to  confi<!e  to  his 
charge. 

At  the  close  of  a  campaign  which  has  termU 
nated  so  honorably  and  happily,  it  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  express  my  approbation  generally  or  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  every  species  of  corps* 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command.  Tne 
patience  with  which  they  endured  fatigue  and 
submitted  to  privations,  and  the  determination 
with  which  they  encountered  and  vanquished 
every  difficulty,  are  tbe  strongest  indication  of' 
the  existence  of  that  patriotic  feeling  which  no 
cireumstanceacan  change,  and  of  that  irresistible 
ardor  in  the  defence  of  their  country  whieh  will 
prove  her  strength  and  bulwark  under  any  ex* 
posore.  1  should  do  violence  to  my  feelings  if  t 
did  not  particularly  notice  the  exertions  of  my 
quartermaster  general,  Colonel  Qeorge  Gibson, 
who,  under  themost  embarrassing  circumstances^ 
relieved  the  necessities  of  my  army,  and  to  whose 
exertions  I  was  indebted  for  the  supplies  received. 
His  seal  aad  integrity  in  this  campaign^  as  welt 
as  in  the  uniform  discharge  of  his  duties  since 
his  conoeiioa  with  my  staff,  merit  the  approba- 
ion  and  gratitude  of  his  country. 

With  respect,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding^ 

Hon.  X.  C.  Cai«hoon,  Seer^y  of  War. 

PfiNBAcoLA,  May  18, 1818. 

Moar  BxoakMiHT  Sib  :  Oa  the  lOih  iasiant  I 
received  your  excellenay*s  letter  of  the  fi7th  of 
April  last,  informing  me  that  some  articles  of 
clothing,  used  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
and  supposed  to  be  part  of  thoae  taken  in  the  boai 
in  which  Lieutenant  Scott  and  his  escort  were" 
so  inhumanly  murdered,  ware  found  io  a  small  < 
schooner  despatched  from  this  port  for  that.af* 
Appalachee  with  prorisioos^ 

Your  exeellency  iaquires  of  me  ia  what  man- 
ner these  articles  came  into  my  possession ;  and 
yoB  farther  state  that  yoa  feel  yoarself  obliged  to 
inform  me  that  the  documents  and  the  proofs  found 
in  St.  Juan,,  the.  detention  of  American  cattle, 
foood  in  St.  Marks,  and  tha  corresptfndeocecav*- 
ried  on  between  this  post  and  the  hostile  Indians,' 
are  sufficient  to  create  a  belief  that  they  were 
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armed  and  incited  Co  tiiis  crnel  war  agaiast  the 
United  States  by  the  Spanish  officers. 

Your  exeellenejr  adds  that  there  exists  positi?e 
proofs  that  the  Indians  were  supplied  with  mu* 
nitions  bv  the  last  commander  of  St.  Marks ;  and 
ypa  conclude  by  sayiog  that  an  asylum  has  been 

f  ranted  here  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
ndians,  who  are  enemies  to  the  United  States, 
and  fogitifes  from  the  American  territory;  and 
that  these  proceedinj^s,  and  the  refusing  to  allow 
the  passage  of  provisions  for  your  troops,  prore 
the  unjust  conduct  of  the  Spanish  agenu  in  the 
Floridas. 

I  shall  answer  tha  charges  alleged  in  their 
proper  order,  and  without  eTasion  or  reserration. 
The  first  complaint  made  by  your  excellency 
is  relative  to  the  articles  of  clothing  found  on 
board  the  schooner  Maria,  and  which  have  been 
detained  on  the  supposition  that  they  are  the 
property  of  the  United  States. 

Part  of  these  articles,  as  is  oroved  by  copy  No. 
1,  were  purchased  at  New  Orleans  in  the  month 
of  May,  last  year;  part  came  from  the  Harana; 
and  part  were  purchased  in  this  place.  All  this 
as  established.  The  charge  is,  of  course,  done 
mway,  and  your  excellency's  question  is  satisfac* 
iorilv  answered. 

.  The  succeeding  one  is  more  serious,  and  relates 
to  the  course  observed  of  late  by  the  Governor 
of  St.  Marks. 

I  immediately  required  of  him  an  account  of 
hts  conduct,  aod  he  made  me  the  communication 
found  in  copy  No.  9L  However,  your  excellency 
affirms  that  you  possess  positive  proofs  of  the 
misconduct  of  this  officer,  I  must,  as  a  necessary 
conseouence,  entreat  you  to  submit  them  to  me, 
that,  the  fact  being  established,  i  may  inflict  on 
him  deserved  punishment.  I  assure  your  excel- 
lency, with  the  sincerity  natural  to  me,  that  he 
has  acted  in  entire  opposition  to  his  instructions; 
and  that,  if  your  excellency  will  transmit  the 
proofs  I  request,  he  shall  be  brought  before  a 
council  of  war,  and  nunished  with  all  the  sever- 
it|r  his  transgressions  deserve;  but  your  excellencv 
will  be  just  enough  to  allow  that  the  Spanish 
Government  cannot  be  responsible  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  its  agents,  when  it  neither  upholds 
them  therein,  nor  suffers  their  mal-praetices, 
being  ascertained,  to  pass  unpunished. 

The  last  complaints  of  your  excellencv  have  a 
personal  and  direct  applicntion  to  myself,  and  are 
relative  to  the  asylum  ffranted  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  fugitive  Indians,  and  to  the  passage 
of  provisions  up  the  Escambia.  It  is  easy  for  me  to 
remove  these  charges,  and  I  think  your  excel- 
lency will  be  satisfied  with  a  short  and  true  rela- 
tion of  facts. 

With  respect  to  the  Indians,  your  excellency 
has  been  assuredly  misinformed,  as,  although  it 
li  true  that  some  remained  here,  the  greater  part 
of  them  were  women  and  children,  wbo  procured 
a  subsistence  by  furnishing  the  inhabiUnls  with 
wood,  fish,  and  other  trtaing  objectsL  and  were 
here  before  the  present  war  with  the  Seminoles. 
Others,  now  and  then,  assembled  on  account  of 
the  war,  but  ia  very  small  numbers;  ms,  when  I 


had  them  collected,  ia  compliance  witk  the  prop- 
osition made  by  Major  Yoaog,  they,  s&tegecher, 
amounted  to  eighty-sevea,  and,  assoredlj,  these 
few  unarmed  and  miserable  men  were  not  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States.  The  ecmtiaaai  pasiia^ 
of  American  citizens  from  the  froatier  to  this 
people,  who  travelled  alone  aad  aaarmed  ameaf 
them,  without  being,  at  aay  cinie,  insulted  or 
molested  in  their  persons  or  property,  is  a  proof 
of  this. 

With  respect  to  the  passage  of  provisions  op 
the  Escambia,  I  have  not  hitherto  prevealed  i^ 
but,  on  the  contrary,  have  fiicilitated  it  so  far  ca 
I  was  able,  and  my  iioiited  powers  have  permif- 
ted,  even  to  the  compromitting  of  naysdf;  foe, 
being  only  a  subordinate  officer,  I  eooM  aot  con- 
sent to  it,  as  it  is  unanthorizedi  Dae  I  cook  the  »- 
sponsibility  on  myself,  in  eoasideraiioa  of  exiit- 
ing  circuoutances,  ana  so  I  stated  to  yoar  excel- 
lency in  my  letterof  the  15th  of  iaat  moath,  vhiek 
I  wrote  to  you  by  Major  Perault,  aod  Co  vbick 
I  refer  you  in  support  of  my  aaaercioB.  JHow, 
that  the  free  commerce  of  this  people  witk  thoR 
of  the  interior  is  declared  admissiUe  by  hifher 
authority,  there  will,  in  future,  ha  no  dincaiiyia 
allowing  the  merchants  to  traasport  fron  teoee 
to  Fort  Crawford,  aod  other  forta  ojol  the  frontier. 
as  well  by  water  as  by  land,  wbaceT«r  prof  biobs 
and  efiecu  they  nnay  need  or  desire;  by  wkiek 
means  these  posts  will  readily  be  prorisioneiL 
and  vour  excellency  will  be  aaiisfie<L 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  exeeliency's  let- 
ter satisfactorily,  and  in  a  maoaer  which  cat 
leave  no  doubt  oi  the  sincerity  of  nay  intentions, 
and  which  evinces  my  desire  to  eontrtbate^  so 
far  as  depends  on  me,  to  the  good  understsodiai' 
existing  between  our  respective  GrOTemmeais. 

Qod  preserve  your  excellency  maay  yesis. 

JOSS  UAZOr. 

His  Bxc'cy  Amdrbw  Jackson, 

Mafcr  Qmtnd  U,  9.  jf  nay. 


No.  1. 

PsMsicouLf  Aioy  18, 181& 

Being  informed  of  what,  aoaongat  other  sab- 
jects.  Major  Qeaeral  Andrew  Jachsoa,  of  the 
United  States  troops, staiee  to  ypa  la  hk  kxterof 
the  87th  of  April  last,  and  coakmaaaeated  to  me 
in  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  you  direct 
me  to  explain  to  you  what  daseripUoa  the  arti- 
clcs  were,  referred  to  by  the  aaid  Qeaeral,  and 
by  whom  the  coats  worn  by  the  maa  beto^gtiy 
to  the  Gkey  and  Brown  companies  (de  pardoi  r 
moreaos,)  from  the  Havana,  under  my  eoaiasBd, 
were  sold  or  brought  to  this  pbee,  ihey  beiag  the 
same  uniform  as  that  worn  oy  the  troops  ot  the 
United  Slates,  I  have  to  inform  yoa,  in  icp/y. 
that  the  articleo  of  clothing  shipped  on  hoard 
the  schooner  Biarta,  for  the  supply  of  a  detach- 
ment from  the  aforesaid  companies  at  Appals- 
chie,  and  detained  by  General  Jackson,  consisied 
of  fifteen  four-point  woollen  blankets,  broofht 
here  in  His  Majesty's  hermaphrodite  brigKI  Doa 
Henrique  Oranpr6,  as  is  shown  by  Toaehcr  No.  1, 
annexed ;  15  common  black  hat^  bought  of  Doa 
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Henrique  Michelet,  %s  is  proved  by  roacber  No. 3; 
and  20  shirts  of  Crea  linen,  and  the  same  n amber 
of  pantaloons,  received  by  the  above  nitmed  her- 
maphrodite armed  brig,  with  the  exception  of 
! three  or  four  of  the  latter  articles,  which  were 
made  in  North  America  for  the  use  of  their  troops, 
and  came  into  my  possession  in  the  manner  I  shall 
^explain  to  yoo.  All  which  clothing  I  requested 
you,  in  mine  of  the  7th  April  last,  to  report  to  the 
.Department  of  Royal  Finance,  that  they  might 
be  regularly  entered  in  the  clearance,  on  account, 
and  at  the  risk,  of  the  same.  By  voucher  No.  3. 
mnexed,  you  will  perceive  that,  on  the  1st  ana 
Sth  of  May,  and  29th  of  July  last,  there  were 
shipped  for  me,  from  New  Orleans,  by  Don  Pedro 
Dalhaste  y  Claveria,  merchant  ana  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  coats 
of  the  aniform  altered  there,  as  is  slated  in  his 
letter  of  advice ;  also  twenty-eight  pairs  of  shoes ; 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  shirts ;  severfly-six 
pairs  of  pantaloons  ;  two  hundred  and  thirty-six 
aroollen  waistcoats,  without  sleeves;  twenty 
Russia  jackets;  two  hundred  and  ftAy-three 
eather  caps,  for  the  use  of  the  Chasseurs ;  and  a 
quantity  of  leather  gaiters  and  stocks;  which 
irtieles  were  purchased  from  the  military  store- 
ceeper  at  New  Orleans,  and  brought  here  in  the 
chooners  Maria  and  Jalouse,  under  the  charge 
)f  their  masters,  Bartelome  Alberty  and  Joze 
hiedioa,  who  included  them  in  the  manifests  they 
^resented  to  the  custom-house  here,  and  the  duties 
m  them  were  paid,  as  appears  from  the  estimate 
)f  them,  made  by  the  Department  on  the  19th  of 
tfay  and  the  11th  of  August  last.  It  follows, 
rom  this  statement,  that  the  conjecture  formed 
)y  General  Jackson,  that  the  articles  of  clothing 
ietained  by  him  were  part  of  those  taken  from 
he  escort  of  Lieotenant  Scoti  at  the  time  he  was 
tilled,  within  the  territory  of  the  Republic,  is 
leprived  of  all  foundation,  as  the  unfortunate  fate 
)f  that  officer  and  his  escort  happened  on  the 
^ppalachicola  in  December  last ;  and  the  articles 
>r  clothing  alluded  to  were  purchased  in  New 
3rleans  in  May  and  Jaly  of  the  same  year,  as  is 
>roved  by  the  letters  of  ad  vice  and  invoices  com- 
)rised  io  vooeher  No  3,  to  which  I  have  referred. 
jk>d  preserve  yoa  many  years. 

B.  GARCIA  CALDERON. 

To  Don  Jora  Mazot. 

No.  1. 

I  herebv  certify  that,  on  the  lOih  of  Febrtiarr 
ast,  I  sold  to  Captain  von  Benigno  Garcia  Cai- 
leron,  commanding  the  Grey  and  Brown  com- 
panies from  Havana,  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
^airs  of  French  shoes,  iron  shod,  for  the  use  of 
ibe  men  belongins  io  the  said  companies ;  and, 
It  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I  give  him  the 
present  certificate,  at  Penaacola,  this  18th  day  of 
Slay,  1818. 

HENRiaUK  DE  ORANPRE. 

No.  2. 

I  hereby  certify  that^n  the  12th  of  Febmarr 
Itat,  1  told  to  Captain  Don  Benigno  Ckircia  Cal- 


deron,  commanding  the  Grey  and  Brown  eom- 

Kanies  from  the  Havana,  niae  dozen  round  black 
ats,  for  the  use  of 'the  men  belonging  to  the  said 
companies ;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said  officer,  I 
give  him  the  present  certificate^  at  Peasacolai 
this  18th  day  of  May,  1818. 

HENRIQUE  MICHELET. 

No.  3. 
Nsw  Orlbanb,  April  30, 1817. 

Annexed  you  have  an  account  of  cost  and 
charges  of  firty-four  shirts  and  twenty-elsht  pairs 
of  shoes,  for  amount  whereof  vou  are  debited,  in 
account,  fiAy-three  dollars.  Although  I  had  no 
orders  from  you  for  the  shirts,  I  was  induced  to 
purchase  them  by  the  low  price,  and  the  proba- 
oility  of  your  employing  them  to  advantase.  In 
the  sack  which  contains  them,  vou  will  find  a 
uniform  coat,  altered  here,  and  wbich  can  be  ob« 
tained  of  the  storekeeper  at  twelve  rials.  I  think' 
this  would  answer.  There  are  about  a  hundred 
and  twenty  of  them.  I  am  offered  by  the  same 
storekeeper  fifty  field-tents,  nearly  new,  at  three 
dollars,  and  a  parcel  of  strong  leathern  caps,  such 
as  are  worn  by  the  Chasseurs,  and  which  he  will 
sell  at  less  than  two  rials;  of  these  there  are 
about  two  hundred.  The  storekeeper  havinff 
made  me  a'  second  offer  of  the  coats.  I  proposed ' 
to  take  them  in  barter  for  coffee,  at  eighteen  and 
a  half.  At  ten  rials,  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be 
a  good  bargain,  and  would  afford  an  opportunitr 
ofputting  off"  the  coffee,  the  low  quality  of  wbieh- 
makes  it  a  dull  sale.  The  only  quality  asked  for, 
and  which  sells  with  great  difficulty  at  twenty 
dollars,  is  the  very  superior  green  coffee.  I  enclose 
the  account  of  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  said 
coats,  which  you  will  receive  by  the  schooner 
Maria,  and  whose  amount  is  charged  to  yoor 
debit,  in  account  current,  vis :  9^76  13. 

Account  of  oost  and  cnarges  of  the  following 
articles,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Maria, 
Captain  El berty,  bound  toPensacola,  on  account 
and  at  the  risk  of,  and  to  be  delivered  to,  Don 
Benigno  Garcia  Calderoa : 

C— No.  1. 
One  sack,  containing  twenty*eight  pairs  of  shoes, 
at  six  rials ^21  00 

C— No.  2. 
One  sack,  containing  fifty-four  shirts,  at 

four  rials 27  00 

Oneeoat 150 

Sacks,  sewing,  and  transportation       -       1  00 

50  60 
Commission,  at  five  per  c#nt«       «       -*       ^  50 

Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don.  B.  G.  Cai- 
deron         .-..--    >5300 

P.  DALHASTE  Y  CLAVERIA. 
To  Don  B.  G.  CALDSROif,  Pen$acola. 

Accoant  of  cost  and  charges  of  ten  sacks,  con* 
taining  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  coats,  ship- 
ped on  board  the  schooner  Maria,  Capuin  Gran* 
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pi4)  oa  teeoaat  and  ftX  the  risk  of  Don  Benigno 
Qtreia  Calderooi  at  PenaacoU,  and  to  be  deltv- 
eied  to  him  there,  riz : 

C.-*No.  3  to  12. 
Ten  saeks,  eootaininff  one  haodred  and  thirty- 
one  coats,  at  ten  riale       ...  9^63  75 
Bacln,  sewing,  and  traasportatton       -       4  00 


Commitsioo,  at  fire  per  oeit. 


167  75 
8  38 


Anoont  to  the  debit  of  Don  B.  G,  Cal- 
deron $176  13 


P.  DALHASTE  Y  CLAVBRIA. 
Nbw  OaLBAxa,  Moff  29, 1817. 

New  Orleahs,  July  29, 1817. 

On  the  receipt  of  yours,  the  caps  were  already 
agreed  for  wito  some  other  articles  of  clothing, 
amounting,  as  per  invoice  annexed,  to  $317  16|. 
and  which  is  charged  to  you  in  account.  1 
hafe  suspended  the  purchase  of  the  hats,  which 
ran  at  from  eight  to  ten  dollars,  until  further  or* 
defs*  Account  of  cost  and  charffes  of  the  follow- 
ing articles,  shipped  in  two  hogsheads,  three  bar- 
rels«  two  cases,  and  one  sack,  on  board  the  schoon* 
er  Jalouse,  Jose  Medina,  master,  bound  to  Pen- 
sacola,  on  account  and  at  the  risk  of  Don  Benigno 
Qareia  Calderon,  and  to  be  delivered  to  him  on 
faia  order,  viz : 

Twentjr-Jve  pairs  of  cotton  paatalooii% 
at  fifty  rials     -       •  *       -   $13  50 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  flannel 
waistcoats,  at  three  hundred  andsev- 
eatv-two  rials 88  50 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  cape,  at 
18|  rials-       •        .       .       ..      47  431 

A  parcel  of  leather  gaiiers  and  coyars     15  00 

Twenty  Russia  vests  or  jackets,  fiifty- 
one  pairs  of  pantaloons,  thirty^five 
eotton  8hirt»*106  pieces  at  one  doi* 
>     lac  each 106  00 

Twenty*nine  cotton  shirta,  ai  eeveoty* 
five  rials 21  37^ 

Cooper^e  and  traiuporti^tion     -       -       3  50 

^  302  06i 

Commission,  at  five  per  cent.     •       -      15  10 

Amount  to  the  debit  of  Don  B.  G.  CaU 
tfcron 1317  16J 
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P.  DALHASTB  Y  CLAVBRIA. 
Doo  B.  Q.  CALDsnoM,  i^eneoeote. 

We,  the  uttdersigaed,  mereh«iu  of  this  plaee, 
haray  certify  that  the  foregoing  copies  of  para- 
gttpha  of  letters  of  advice  and  of  invoices  are 
perfectly  conformabie  to  the  origjasis  exhibited 
to  us  by  Captain  Don  Benigao  Garcia  Calderon, 
commanding  the  Grey  and  Brown  companies 
from  Havana;  and  that  the  signatures  thereto 
subscribed  are  in  the  genuine  handwriting  of 
Don  Pedro  Dalhaste  y  Claveria,  a  citizei^  of  the  I 


United  States  and  merchant  at  New  Orleana. 
In  testimony  whereof  we  give  the  preKstcerttfi- 
cate  at  the  desire  and  request  of  the  tfoiesaid 
Captain  Calderon,  at  Pensacola,  this  18tk  day  of 
May,  1818. 

HENRiaUE  MIGHSLBT, 
VINCBNTB  DB  ORDOZGCITTL 
VINCBNTE  BATLOaOR. 

No.  2. 

Pensacola,  Ma^  14, 1818. 

Instructed,  by  jour  letter  of  yesterday,  of  the 
oints  treated  of  by  Major  Qeaeral  Jacksoo  in 
is  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  aod  oo  wkicb  bs 
founds  his  positive  assertions,  thai  the  iftdisss 
not  only  received  succors  at  Appalachicy  battkit 
they  were  excited  to  commit  their  oaiisfes 
against  them,  [the  United  StateqJ  were  adrwei 
of  his  movements,  dbc.  I  have,  in  answer,  to 
express  the  astonishment  this  afitair  has  esased 
me,  and  which  has  solely  arisea  frooa  the  iapos- 
ture  employed,  by  some  UMlicioiM  persoa,  to 
asperse  the  parties  criminated  by  the  letter  o£ 
the  said  General.  His  excelleoey  states,  thai, 
from  the  papers  and  other  proofs  takea  mi  Su 
John's,  the  detention  if  American  cattle foaad 
at  fit*  Marlins,  and  purchased  of  the  comsiuaiy 
therev  and  the  intercourse  carried  oa  bctweea 
that  place  and  the  hostile  Indians,  it  is  evidest 
that  they  were  inspirited  and  excited  lo  ths 
eruel  war  by  the  Spaniards.  To  this  I  hate  to 
reply,  that  it  has  never  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  any  person  belonging  to  the  fort  had  say 
intercourse,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  St.  JoJiB%; 
and  although  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Mr.  Arbedk- 
not,  an  Eioglish  merchant,  one  of  ihea  sas 
merely  to  thank  him  for  the  three  copies {e»fl»- 
plaresj  he  sent  me  from  thence  or  flbvsoaah, 
and  for  the  information  he  gaire  me  of  the  ia- 
tention  of  the  insurgents  at  Amelia  bland,  and 
of  Captain  Woodbine,  who  I  informed  yen  by 
express  was  one  of  the  two  chiefs  huag  oa  tJie 
day  I  left  Appalachie^or  on  the  preceding  one ; 
and  the  other  was  to  request  him  to  come  or 
send  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  el&eu  vbieh, 
at  the  request  of  the  Indian  chiefs^  aad  to  av<Md 
increasing  their  suspicions,  I  permitted  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  fort  on  the  departoreof  O^Kvlagne, 
who  had  ihem  in  charge;  and  although  by  thb 
step  I  ran  some  risk,  fropi  the  state  of  excitement 
of  both  parties,  it  was  one  which  docs  not  sp- 
near  to  me  to  |ive  any  lost  ground  for  saspicioe. 
Nor  does  the  ondtog  of  American  cattle,  wtkt 
kin  excellency  states  he  purchased  at  St.  Bfsrk4, 
aflbrd  greater  csuse  of  suspicion,  as  it  is  notori- 
ous thst,  from  the  time  of  its  establish  men  r,  its 
supplies  were  obtsined  from  the  droves  of  cart/e 
brought  there  for  sale  by  the  Indians ;  and  that 
they  hsd  many  is  shown  fVom  those  found  in 
Miokasukejf  and  its  vicinity.  Purchases  were 
only  occssionally  msde,  because  we  ccMSMdered 
ourselves  sufficiently  supplied  for  some  moeihs; 
and  if  the  csttle  were  stolen  from  the  Americana, 
ihe  sellers  took  good  care  to  conceal  that  laci^aad 
were  ail  of  them  known  to  have  droves^  aad  were 
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iD  tde  babit  of  brin^Dg  tbem  fbr  sale ;  aod  rery 
seldom  was  it  that  the  Araeriean  commaadant 
or  magistrate,  within  whose  district  these  ex- 
cesses were  committed,  was  kopwn  to  complain 
of  ihem  to  the  commandant  at  8t.  Mark's,  and 
send  bim  the  marks  of  the  cattle,  that  it  might 
be  seen  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  purchase 
of  tbem  be  avoided.    Nor  does  the  intercoorse 
between  the  fort  and  the  Indians,  complained  of 
by  General  Jackson,  afford  any  better  eridence 
of  what  he  asserts,  that  from  this  it  is  inferable 
that  they  were  iApirited  and  excited  to  thiscroel 
war  by  the  Spaniards.    Such  intercourse  and 
good  uoderstaadiog  were  at  all  times  recom* 
mended  by  the  Gtovemment,  and  never  more  ne- 
cessary than  in  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
were  placed  in  the  fort ;  and  on  this,  amongst 
other  reasons,  General  Jackson,  in  his  first  letter. 
founded  his  demand  that  it  should  be  oecupiea 
by  bis  troops,  and  added,  that  on  this  account 
such  a  course  could  not  fail  to  be  approved  by 
His  Catholic  Majesty.    In  the  same  letter  he 
stated  to  me,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  an  In- 
dian woman,  a  prisoner,  that  the  Indians  and  ne- 
ffroes  had  received  large  supplies  of  monitions 
from  the  fort.    I  thought  I  bad  convinced  him  of 
the  contrary  in  my  answer,  in  which  I  repre* 
aented  to  him  that  no  one  could  better  remove 
from  his  mind  any  nofavorable  impressions  on 
this  point,  than  the  bearer  of  it,  Mr.  William 
Hamoly,  who,  during  his  stay  here,  repeatedly 
interpreted  to  me  the  anxiety  of  the  chiefs  to  ob- 
tain such  supplies ;  and  that  he  could  also  inform 
him,  that  I  uniformly  counselled  them  to  avoid 
the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  them,  and 
which  I  foresaw  frbm  the  first.    But  as  it  appears 
lie  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  persists  in  his  charge, 
m  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  public  storekeeper 
will  show  that,  from  the  month  of  May  last,  and 
prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  there  had  been 
issued  to  some  chiefs  and  head  men,  and  that 
merely  from  motives  of  policy,  only  three  pounds 
of  powder,  three  pounds  of  balls,  and  fourteen 
flints;  and  the  interpreter  belonging  to  the  fort, 
Juan  Sandoval,  and  bis  son  Francisco,  through 
whom  I  communicated  with  the  Indians,  can  also 
testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement,  wtioee  evi- 
dence I  request  of  vou  to  have  taken,  in  refuta- 
tion of  General  Jackson's  charge  against  me.    He 
cannot  but  know  that,  a  short  time  before  the 
Negro  fort  on  the  Appalacbicola  was  blown  up, 
all  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  in  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity went  there  and  supplied  themselves  with 
powder  and  ball  left  for  tnem  by  the  English; 
and  that  at  Mickasnlcy,  and  the  houses  in  the 
neighborhood,  there  was  a  great  quantity.    Hav- 
ing thus  obtained  so  large  a  supply  of  the  kind  of 
powder  and  ball  they  most  esteemed,  what  value 
could  they  set  on  ours,  which  they  in  fact  view 
^vitb  such  indifference  and  contempt,  that  only 
those  hunters,  of  whom  now  and  then  one  comes 
to  the  fort  to  supply  us  with  venison,  geese,  d^., 
will  use  it;  and  although,  as  I  stated  in  my  com- 
munication to  you,  some  was  repeatedly  requested 
of  me  by  the  chief  Kinaehe,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing,  by  the  refusal  of  it,  that  the  Amerioan  | 


interest  prevailed  in  the  (hn^  ht  did  not  oblaia  it; 
hk  conteqnence  of  which  we  were  considered  aa 
American  partisans  to  the  last,  were  reproached 
with  it,  ano  had  even  to  put  up  with  soma  im- 
pertinanees  from  them.  I  shall,  however,  in  strict 
adheifcnce  to  truth,  and  because  the  eiroiunstance 
may  have  ffiven  rise  to  these  suspicions,  state  that 
the  chief  Petisacho,  who  was  hung,  received, 
among  other  things,  at  the  fort,  from  Sf  r.  Arbntb- 
not,  an  English  merchant,  when  he  came  from 
Savannah  t6  request  aid  againit  the  negroes  from 
him  on  account  of  their  moiesution,  a  small  bar- 
rel of  powder,  which  might  contain  from  twentr 
to  twenty-five  pounds,  and  which  was  kept  with 
the  other  effects  brought  from  O'Kelagne's,  end 
which  he  hiid  in  charge.  What  he  did  with  it  I 
know  not,  but  I  well  know  that  the  chief  ticca- 
sioned  me  much  fear  and  anxietv,  by  being  so 
near  the  fort  with  four  or  five  honared  Indians  of 
his  party.  I  never  had  an  idea  that  he  emploved 
it  against  the  Americans,  but  supposed  that  they 
used  it  in  the  purchase  of  peltry  for  the  said  Ar- 
buthnot,  which  was  his  avowed  object  and  in 
which  he  was  engaged  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Americans.  The  idea  that  the  officers  of  St. 
Mark's  lent  themselves  to  aid  and  excite  the  I|i- 
dians,  by  giving  them  information  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Americans,  is  highly  ridiculous; 
for  how,  or  from  whence,  could  their  movements 
be  better  known  at  the  fort  than  from  the  In- 
dians themselves)  Thither  they  passed,  and 
from  thence  repassed,  incessantly,  and  their  re- 

Sorts  were  so  vajious  that  the^  deserved  very 
ttle  attention ;  as  a  proof  of  which,  nothing  cer- 
tain was  known  of  the  operations  of  the  Ameri- 
cans until  the  different  columns  of  their  troops 
appeared.    At  the  mouth  of  the  Pinar,  although 
their  three  vessels  were  at  anchor  there  for  three 
or  four  dajjTs  previous,  they  kept  English  colors 
flyihg  until  the  day  before  the  arrival  of  the 
army.    My  different  communications  to  you  are 
pledges  that  I  took  no  part  in  the  contest  between 
the  Americans  and  the  Indians;  nevertheless,  my 
mistrust  of  the  latter  evinced  to  which  I  gave  a 
preference.    How,  then,  is  it  possible  to  believe 
that  I  gave  them  the  aid  of  which  Qeneral  Jack- 
son oomphiins,  or  how  can  such  aid  be  recon- 
ciled With  the  tenor  of  my  letters  and  the  steps 
I  took  to  liberate  Messrs.  Edmund  Doyle  and 
WilHam  HamUy,  by  which  I  exposed  myself 
and  my  jnirrison  to  the  vengeance  of  the  In- 
dians 7    Or,  lastly,  with  the  fact  of  my  having 
ransomed,  at  a  most  critical  moment,  an  Ameri- 
can soldier,  whom  thev  declared  to  me  thev  would 
otherwise  put  to  death  7    I  leave  it  to  the  moat 
impartial  to  decide,  if  these  be  not  proofs  of  the 
existence,  at  St.  Merit's,  of  a  bias  in  favor  of  the 
American  iatertet ;  ana  of  this,  I  am  persuaded| 
Qeneral  Jackson  will  be  convinced  on  deliber- 
erately  reflecting  on  the  subject    I  shall  not 
deny  that  I  have  obserred  towards  those  barba- 
rians a  policv  which  had  the  appearance  of  a 
warm  frieodsmp,  and  by  which  I  have  incurred 
considerable  expenses.    If,  however,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances attendant  on  my  situatioa  be  duly 
weighed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  this  was  n#iH« 
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Miy  to  restraio  them  from  doing  what  they  had 
at  one  time  premeditated,  on  the  preteit  I  hare 
just  alladed  to,  and  on  others  tnggetted  to  them 
by  some  persons  who  had  gone  hence  to  those 
parts  of  the  connlry.  Although  I  hare,  as  I 
conceive,  given  satisfaction  on  all  the  points  em- 
braced by  Major  General  Jackson  in  his  letter,  I 
beg  leave  to  request  that,  for  fuller  evidence  of 
what  I  allege,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders 
for  having  the  testimony  uken  of  the  interpreter 
and  his  son,  of  the  snbaltcm  Don  Miguel  Ordo- 
nez, of  Don  Anastasio  Montes  de  Oca,  the  mili- 
tary storekeeper,  and  of  surgeon  Don  Diego  de 
Barrias,  as  these  persons  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  subject  in  question.  Qod  preserve,  dbc. 
^  FR.  CASO  Y  LUBNGO. 

Don  JosB  Masot. 

Pekbacola,  May  23, 1818. 
It  having  come  to  my  knowledge  that  you 
have  passed  the  frontiers  with  the  troops  under 
your  command,  and  that  you  are  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  province  of  We^t  Florida,  which 
is  subject  to  my  government,  I  solemnly  protest 

§  gainst  this  procedure  as  an  offence  against  my 
overeign,  exhorting  you,  and  requiring  of  you, 
in  his  name,  to  retire  from  it ;  as,  if  you  do  not, 
and  continue  your  aggressions,  I  shall  repel  force 
by  force. 

The  consequence  in  this  case  will,  doubtless, 
be  the  effosioo  of  blood,  and  also  an  interruption 
of  the  harmony  which  has  hitherto  reigned  be- 
tween our  respective  nations ;  but,  as  the  repeller 
of  an  insult  has  never  been  deemed  the  aggres- 
sor, you  will  be  responsible,  both  to  Qod  and 
man,  for  all  the  fatal  consequences  which  teay 
result.    God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  MAZOT. 

ne  Com M AMDBR  tf  the  U,  8.  troopt. 

A  copy  of  this  protest  was  addressed  to  Gene- 
ral Andrew  Jackson,  and  sent  by  a  Spanish  offi- 
cer, meeting  the  American  army,  shortly  after  it 
hid  passed  the  Bscambia  river. 

J.  GADSDEN, Aidrdeeamp. 


HsAna'aa,  Division  op  the  South, 
PenMocoUif  Moff  24, 1818. 
Sir:  The  enclosed  communication  was  for- 
warded to  you  by  my  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Gads- 
den, last  evening;  not  findins  yon,  however,  in 
Pensacola,  its  delivery  was  delayed. 

1  have  entered  Pensacola  to  provision  my 
troops.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  an  immediate 
compliance  with  my  demand  is  expected.  Re- 
sistance on  your  part  would  be  a  needless  sacrifice 
of  men.  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Qenaral  commanding, 
I*  Don  Joaa  Mazot, 

Fori  St.  CTuLvkaf  Baranau. 


HfiADa'aa,  Division  of  tbb  South, 

On  the  line  of  march,  May  23, 1818. 

Sir:  The  Southern  frontier  of  the  United 
8utes  has,  for  more  than  twelve  months,  been 


exposed  to  all  the  horrora  of  a  crori  •ai  sarue 
war.  A  party  of  outlaws  and  refagees  from  tfie 
Creek  nation,  negroes  who  hare  fled  fioa  their 
masters,  citizens  of  the  CJniUd  States,  and  toaght 
an  asylum  in  Florida,  and  the  Seminole  Isdisas, 
inhabiting  the  territory  of  Spain,  ail  Qniting,baTe 
raised  the  tomahawk,  and,  in  the  ebaracter  of 
sarage  warfare,  have  neither  regarded  sex  aor 
age;  helpless  women  have  been  massacred,  tad 
the  cradle  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  iaaoceace 
The  United  States,  true  to  their  own  engage- 
ments, and  confiding  in  the  faim  of  Spain  to  en- 
force existing  treaties,  never  eatertaioed  a  doabt 
but  that  these  atrocities  would  early  atiiaet  the 
attention  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  tbat 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  woald  hare  been 
adopted  for  their  suppression*  Under  this  per- 
suasion, a  cordon  of  military  posts  was  estaUuh- 
ed  to  give  immediate  protection  to  soch  of  o« 
frontier  settlers  as  were  peculiarly  exposed,  a&d 
strict  injunctions  issued  to  the  American  offices 
to  respect  the  territory  of  Spain,  and  not  to  at- 
tempt operations  within  iu  limits.  These  ia- 
structions  were  most  scrupulously  observed;  aad, 
notwithstanding  the  inactivity  of  the  Aaerieaa 
troops  had  encouraged  the  Indians  to  tke  most 
daring  and  outrageous  acts  of  Tiolence  sgainst 
our  citizens,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  still  disposed  to  respect  the  territory  of  SpuQ» 
and  confide  tn  the  ability  of  the  Spanish  Govera- 
ment  to  execute  existing  treaties,  antil  advised 
through  you  that,  with  every  disposition,  the 
Spanish  authorities  had  not  the  power  of  coa- 
troUing  the  Indiaas  in  Florida ;  that  their  acu  of 
late  were  viewed  as  equally  hostile  to  the  iatei^ 
ests  of  Spain  as  those  of  the  United  States;  that 
Spanish  subjects  were  not  exempted  from  the 
evils  of  which  we  complained,  and  tiiat  the  negro 
establishment  on  the  Apnalaehicoia,  aad  Sl  Joaa 
rivers,  were  founded  bv  British  agents,  cmtiary  to 
the  will  of  Spain.  Those  represeotaiiona  deier- 
mined  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  adopt 
efiectuai  measures  to  restore  tranquillity  u  the 
Southern  frontier  of  the  American  Repablic; 
and,  pursuant  to  his  orders,  justifiable  by  the  im- 
mutable laws  of  self-defence,  I  have  penetrated 
into  Florida,  reduced  to  ashes  the  Seminole  vil- 
lages, destroyed  their  magazines  of  provisions, 
beaten  their  warriors  whenever  they  hazarded  a 
contest,  dispersed  some,  and  expelled  others  acnas 
the  river. 

In  the  course  of  my  operations,  it  beeame  ne- 
cessary to  visit  the  Sfnanish  fortress  of  St.  Mark^ 
Entering  the  territory  of  Spain  to  fight  her  bat- 
tles, to  relieve  from  bondage  her  subjects,  asd  to 
chastise  an  Indian  tribe  whom  she  acknowledged, 
under  existing  treaties,  she  was  bound  to  preserve 
at  peace  with  the  United  States,  I  had  every  rea- 
son to  expect  that  the  American  army  would 
have  been  received  as  friends,  and  every  Aciiity 
afibrded  to  insure  success  to  operations  to  intei^ 
esting  to  both  Governments. 

My  expectations  have  not  been  realized!  it 
had  been  reported  to  me,  direct  from  yoo,  thai 
Fort  St.  Mark's  had  been  threatened  by  the  lur 
dians  and  negroes,  and  you  expressed  serious  ap- 
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prebeosiooty  from  the  wvtkDets  of  the  garrisoa, 
and  defeneelese  state  of  the  workf,  for  its  Mfetf  • 
From  other  loarees,  to  be  relied  on,  the  same  io« 
formation  had  been  fornishcd  me.  It  became 
necessary,  therefore,  to  anticipate  the  morements 
of  the  enemy,  and  amicably  to  get  possession  of 
a  worlc,  the  dislodging  the  enemy  from  which 
mieht  cost  me  much  precious  blood. 

On  entering  St«  Mark's,  eridence  of  the  dnpli- 
city  and  uofriendlv  feelings  of  the  commandant 
erJDced  itself.  I  found  that  the  gates  of  his  fort 
had  been  thrown  open  to  the  arowed  savage  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.  That  councils  of  war 
bad  been  permitted  to  be  held  within  his  own 
qiiarters  by  the  chiefs  and  warriors.  That  the 
Spanish  store- houses  had  been  appropriated  to 
the  use,  and  were  then  filled  with  goods  belonging 
to  the  hostile  party.  That  cattle,  knowingly 
plundered  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
had  been  contracted  for  and  purchased  b^  the 
officers  of  the  garrison,  from  the  Spanish  thieres. 
That  foreign  agents  had  free  access  within  the 
walls  of  St.  Mark's,  and  a  Mr.  Arbothnot,  con- 
demned and  executed  as  the  instigator  of  this  war, 
an  inmate  in  the  commandant's  family. 

From  this  fort  was  information  aflforded  the 
enemy  of  the  strength  and  morements  of  my  ar- 
my by  I  he  said  Arbothnot,  the  date  of  departure 
of  express  noted  by  the  Spanish  commissary,  and 
ammunition,  monitions  or  war, and  all  necessary 
supplies  furnished. 

On  my  return  from  my  operations  east,  your 
letter  wvs  received,  positively  refusing  to  permit 
(unless  exorbitant  duties  were  paid)  any  provi- 
sions passing  op  to  the  American  fort  on  the 
Escambia.    Connected  with  this  strong  indica- 
tion of  an  unfriendly  disposition  on  your  part,  I 
have  learnt,  from  the  most  unouestionable  au- 
thority, that  the  city  of  Peosacola  has,  for  some 
months  past,  been  entirely  under  the  control  of 
the  Indians;  that  free  ingress  and  eeress  is  per- 
mitted to  the  avowed  savage  enemy  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  supplies  of  ammunition,  munitions 
of  war,  and   provisions,  have  been  received  by 
them  from  thence ;  that  on  the  15th  of  April  last 
there  were  no  less  than  five  hundred  Indians  in 
Pensacola,  many  of  them  known  to  be  hostile  to 
the  United  Suites,  and  who  had  but  lately  escaped 
my  pursuit.    The  late  massacre  of  eighteen  indi- 
Tiuuals  on  the  Federal  road  was  committed  by 
lodiaas,  direct  from  their  return  to  Pensacola, 
who  were  received  by  you  and  transported  across 
the  bay,  to  elude  the  pursuit  of  the  American 
troops.    The  Americans  returningj  the  savages 
were  permitted  to  return.    An  Indian,  wounded 
in  parsnit  by  a  party,  for  having  killed  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  was  openly,  in  the  sight  of 
many  Americans,  received  by  you,  and  every 
comfort  administered.    Such  practices,  if  author- 
ized by  the  ELing,  would  justify  me  in  open  hos* 
tUities.    Disposed,  however,  to  believe  that  it  was 
one  of  the  unauthorized  acts  of  agents,  I  deem  it 
politic  and  necessary  to  occupy  Pensacola  and 
the  Barancas  with  an  American  garriaon,  until 
the  Spanish  Government  can  be  advised  of  the 
eircnmstaace,  sod  have  focce  sufficient  to  main- 1 


tain,  and  agents  disposed  to  enforce,  existing 
treaties. 

This  is  the  third  lime  that  the  American  troops- 
have  been  compelled  to  visit  Pensacola  from  the 
same  causes.  Twice  had  the  enemy  been  expel- 
led, and  the  place  left  in  quiet  possession  of  those 
who  had  permitted  the  irregular  occupancy.  This 
time  it  most  be  held  until  Spain  has  the  power  or 
will  to  maintain  her  neutrality. 

This  is  justifiable  on  the  immutable  principles- 
of  self-defence.  The  Grovernment  of  the  United 
States  is  bound  to  protect  her  citizens ;  but  weak 
would  be  all  its  efforts,  and  ineffectual  the  b^t- 
ad vised  measures,  if  the  Floridas  are  to  be 
free  to  every  enemy,  and  on  the  pretext  of 
policy  or  necessity,  Spanish  fortresses  are  to 
be  opened  to  their  use,  and  every  aid  and  comfort 
afforded.  I  have  been  explicit,  to  preclude  the 
necessity  of  a  tedious  negotiation.  My  resolution 
is  fixed,  and  1  have  strength  enough  to  enforce  it. 
My  army  now  occupies  the  old  fort  St.  Michael, 
commanding  Pensacola.  If  the  town  and  the 
Barancas  are  peaceably  surrendered,  an  inventorr 
of  all  the  property,  ammunition,  arms,  dMS.  shall 
be  taken  by  officers  appointed  by  both  parties,  and 
the  amount  receipted  for  by  me,  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  American  Govern ment.  The  property 
of  Spanish  subjects  shall  be  respected  $  their  re- 
ligion and  laws  guarantied  to  them ;  the  civil 
dovernment  permitted  to  remain  as  now  estab- 
lished, subject  to  the  control  of  the  military  au- 
thority of  the  United  Slates;  the  ingress  and 
egress  open  to  all  individuals;  commerce  free  to 
the  subjects  of  Spain  as  usual ;  and  the  military 
furnished  with  transportation  to  Cuba. 

If  the  peaceable  surrender  be  refused,  I  shall 
enter  Pensacola  by  violence,  and  assume  the  gor* 
emmest  until  the  transaction  can  be  amicably 
adjusted  by  the  two  Governments.  The  military 
in  this  case  most  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  proof  supporting  the  accusation  against 
your  omcial  station  will  justify  this  procedure. 

In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  clothing  de- 
tained wilt  be  a  subject  of  future  friendly  settle- 
ment. 

How  far  the  Indians,  permitted  to  remain  In 
the  neighborhood  of  Pensacola,  were  friendly 
disposed  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  is 
tested  bv  the  late  massacre  committed  by  them 
on  the  Alabama. 

The  Red  Ground  chiefs.  Mnldecoxy  and  Holmes, 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  United  States,  were  but 
lately  seen  in  Pensacola,  and  a  body  of  Indiana 
descried  a  few  days  since  in  the  vicinity  of  Ba- 
rancas, in  presence  of  several  Spanish  officers. 

By  a  reierence  to  my  communications  of  the 
2dth  of  March,  you  will  see  how  far  I  have  been 
tbe  aggressor  in  the  measure  protested  against. 
You  are  there  distinctly  advised  of  the  objects  of 
my  operations,  and  that  every  attempt  on  your 
part  to  succor  the  Indians,  or  prevent  the  passage 
of  my  provisions  in  the  Escambia,  would  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  hostile  acts  on 
your  part. 

Yuu  have  done  both,^  and  exposed  my  troops  to 
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<he  MTeresc  priTation*^  by  the  deteolion  occuioa- 1 
«d  by  the  exaction  of  duties  on  my  prorisioDs 
and  vesseU  in  Pensaeola.  You  have,  therefore, 
been  the  aggressor,  and  the  blood  which  may  be 
shed  by  a  useless  resistance  on  your  part  to  my 
•demand  will  rest  on  your  head.  Before  God  and 
man  you  will  be  responsible. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  my  aid-de-camp, 
Captain  Gadsden,  by  whom  an  anawer  is  ex- 
pected. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Majwr  General  commandiitg, 
Don  JosB  Mazot, 

Governor  of  Pensaeola* 

FoBTBEsa  OP  St.  Cbablbb,  of  Baeancas, 

may  24,  1818. 

MoBT  BxcELLBMT  SiE :  I  received,  at  10 o'clock 
this  morning,  the  two  communications  of  your 
excellency  of  the  S3d  and  of  this  day.  As  I  have, 
in  mine  of  the  18lh  instant,  satisfactorily  answer- 
ed all  the  charges  your  exeelleiicy  alleges  in  the 
former,  I  shall  only  add,  with  respect  to  the  In- 
.  dians,  that  I  notice  your  excellency  is  greatly 
.misinformed,  as  the  circumstances  to  which  you 
refer  are,  for  the  most  part,  unfounded ;  in  proof 
•f  which  1  will  state,  that  the  only  two  Indians 
I  have  found  since  the  peace  negotiated  by  me, 
■  and  the  delirery  of  the  eighty-seTcn  to  Major 
f  oung,  are  two  who  are  in  the  prison,  with  three 
:Women  and  children.  I  ought  to  inform  yon  that, 
lonff  before  the  movements  of  your  excellency,  I 
had  given  orders  at  A ppalachee  that  the  Seminole 
Indians  should  not  pe  succored,  and  even  had 
placards  posted  up  in  Pensaeola  for  the  same  pur- 
.aose;  passin^r  over  without  notice  only  some  un- 
ibrtunate  beings  who,  from  time  immemorial, 
jbad  furnif4ied  the  people  with  wood,  as  I  have 
ilalad. 

Your  excellency  lays  to  my  charge  the  blood 
which  may  be  shed  by  my  refusal  to  deliver  up 
tba  province,  as  your  excellenoy  requests;  which 
I  shall  never  do,  nor  can  I,  without  covering  my* 
.  acif  with  dishonor  at  the  close  of  mv  life  aad  of 
my  long  military  career.  I  am  firmly  persuaded 
your  excellency  would,  in  my  case,  do  the  same, 
as  you  would  not  venture  to  stain  the  honotable 
laurels  with  which  yon  are  adorned.  No  nation, 
whatever  may  be  its  motives,  can  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  another,  especially  when  no  demands 
have  previously  been  made  of  ita  GovemmenL 
Your  excellency  has  violated  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory in  Appalachee,  by  taking  possession  of  that 
fort,  and  pulling  down  its  flag,  when  you  could 
have  adopted  more  conciliatory  measures,  which 
would  moreaod  more  have  cemeatedand  strength- 
ened the  good  understanding  existing  between  our 
resnective  Governments. 

On  the  21st  of  the  present  month,  by  your  ex- 
cellency's order,  Don  Pedro  Philibert,  and  other 
inhabitants,  remained  prisoners  in  their  houses, 
on  their  parole  of  honor.  To-day,  at  11  o'clock, 
before  Captain  Gadsden  arrived  at  Pensaeola, 
your  excellency's  army  entered,  and  made  prison- 
ers on  parole  Don  Pedro  de  Alba,  the  interpreter, 
(who  translated  your  before  namctd  commnnica- 


tiona,  and  who  is  the  baftier  of  cbeae.)  aad  I  be- 
lieve all  the  military,  and  of  eoarae  brake  up  the 
seven  poats  [ponta]  stationed  wtk  the  same 
number  of  officers  and  two  ehida  for  tbcnain- 
tenance  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  place. 

These  facts  being  ineontroTcrttiile,  I  ask  wko 
but  your  excellency  will  be  reapoaaibJe  f«r  ik« 
blood  that  may  be  shed,  as  yoa  declare,  in  yon 
letter,  that  you  are  abont  to  take  posaesaroo  c' 
Pensaeola  and  Barancas?  I  protest  before  G^ 
and  man  that  my  conduct  ia  blamelesa,  and  tbii 
my  ardent  desires  are,  as  they  cv«r  have  been,  tc 
contribute  to  the  peace  and  traoquiUiiy  of  out 
respective  nations;  for,  besides  Use  siaeen'tv  of 
my  intentions,  I  have  in  view  the  Measm  ot  the 
President  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uaitedoiaicson 
the  25th  of  March  iMt,  and  its  tenor  assaied  me 
that  no  aggressions  were  to  be  expected  from 
the  troops  of  the  said  States.  Such,  howenr, 
this  province  has  unfortunately  sofiered  £ro«tk 
operations  of  your  excellency  to  Appalackee  aad 
Pensaeola. 

I  expect  from  the  generosity  of  your  exeeUeacy. 
Srst,  that  you  will  set  the  officers  and  tnope 
which  garrisoned  Pensaeola  at  liberty;  aad  ihMt, 
after  supplying  your  army  with  provhises.  yoa 
will  shortly  evacuate  the  territory  of  this  prov- 
ince, and  not  carry  on  a  partial  war  aguau  west 
Florida  at  a  time  when  our  natioos  are  ia  pro- 
found peace. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Ldii  Piemas,  tentpon- 
ry  commandant  of  Pensaeola,  is  dnly  aathfliiied 
to  exercise  my  functions,  and  to  receive  the  cob* 
munications  of  your  excdlencj,  which  be  will 
faithfully  remit  to  me,  and  to  which  I  wUigift 
the  promptest  answers,  to  be  traBsmitied  le  yoa 
through  the  bearer  of  this,  the  inteipreier,  Don 
Pedro  de  Alba.  Finally,  if,  contrary  to  ay  ks^, 
your  excellency  should  persist  ia  yoar  iscenuon 
to  occupy  this  fortress,  which  I  am  resolved  to 
defend  to  the  last  extremity,  I  ahaU  icpel  force 
by  force ;  and  he  who  resists  aggvesaion  can  never 
be  considt>red  an  aggressor. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  many  yens. 

JOSB  MAZOT. 

His  Ex'cy  ANnaBW  Jaokboit, 
Mqfor  General  com?g  U.  <9.  Arm^. 


HBAoa'aa,  Divisioii  op  tos  SotrrH, 

Peneaeola,  Ma^  ^,  181& 

Sia :  The  accusations  against  yon  are  foaadcd 
on  the  most  unquestionable  evidence.  I  have  lie 
oertificaies  of  individuals  who,  on  the  83d  iasiaat, 
at  or  near  the  little  bayou,  counted  seventctn  In- 
dians in  company  of  several  Spanish  officets. 

I  have  only  to  repeat  that  the  Baraacas  aiast 
be  occupied  by  an  American  garrison,  and  again 
to  tender  yoa  the  terms  offered,  if  amieaMy  sot- 
rendered.  Resistance  would  be  a  wanton  saen- 
fioe  of  blood,  for  which  you  and  year  garrisoB 
will  have  to  atone.  You  cannot  expect  to  defend 
yourself  successfully,  and  the  first  slhot  from  yonr 
fort  OMist  draw  down  upon  you  the  FeagcHice  of 
an  irriuted  soldiery.  I  am  well  advised  of  yoar 
strength,  aad  cannot  but  lemark  on  the  iacoasir 
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uncy  of  prewiiD&Dg  yourself  camible  of  retistiit 
80  army  whish  has  conquered  tne  Indian  tribes, 
too  strong,  agreeably  to  yoor  own  acknowledg- 
ment, to  be  controUed  by  yon.  If  tbe  force 
which  you  are  now  disposed  wantonly  to  sacrifice 
bad  been  wielded  against  tbe  Beninoles,  tbe 
A.merican  troops  bad  nerer  entered  the  Floiidas. 

I  applaud  your  feeling  as  a  soldier  in  wishing 
to  defend  yoor  post ;  but  when  xesistance  is  inet- 
fectual,  and  the  opposing  force  overwhelm ing, 
the  sacrifice  of  a  few  brave  men  is  an  act  of  wan- 
tonness, for  which  the  commanding  ofiicer  most 
^e  aceouniahle  to  his  God. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  Oen.  com^g  Dimncntftke  South. 

Don  Jo8E  Mazot,  CSm^g^  Baraneat. 


Pbnsaoola,  Map  26, 1818. 

Most  izofii4«BMT  Sia:  On  the  24th  of  tbe  pre- 
lent  month,  Captain  Amelang,of  the  1st  United 
States  regiment,  put  into  my  hands  your  excel- 
encyr's  letter,  dated  at  Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  the  23d  of  April  last  $  ia  which, 
ifter  apprizing  me  that  yoor  Gtoremment  had 
[iven  it  in  charge  to  you  to  inform  me  that  the 
ore  of  the  Negroes,  erected  during  tbe  late  war 
vith  Great  Britain,  near  tbe  innetion  of  the  Cha- 
ahoocbee  and  Flint  rivers,  had  been  reinforoed. 
;nd  was  now  occupied  by  more  than  two  hundred 
ind  fifty  Q?groes,  many  of  whom  were  seduced 
irom  the  service  of  their  masters,  (who  are  citi* 
;en8  of  tbe  United  States,)  and  that  all  of  them 
ire  well  armed,  provisioned,  and  disciplined,  you 
naite  many  wise  refiectfons  with  respect  to  the 
«rious  injuries  which  may  result  from  tolerating 
Qch  an  establishment,  not  only  to  those  in  the 
mmediate  neighborhood  of  it^  by  destroying  the 
leace  of  the  nation,  bat  likewise  to  the  good  on* 
lerstanding  which  bappily  exists  between  our 
espective  Governments.  You  enter  into  an  in- 
restigation  to  show  what  tbe  Spanish  authorities 
iOght  to  do  to  put  an  end  to  an  evil  of  so  serious 
I  nature,  in  a  mode  prescribed  by  those  principles 
»f  good  faith,  which  are  the  foundation  of  friend- 
y  neighborhood  among  nations.  You  distinctly 
tmte  wbat  this  Government  ought  immediatelv 
o  do ;  in  failure  of  which,  your  Government  will 
»e  obliged  to  do  it,  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  in- 
lAbitanu  of  tbe  United  States;  and  you  conclude 
>y  requesting  me  to  state,  in  my  answer  to  yonr 
etter,  whether  the  said  fort  has  been  constructed 
ly  the  Spanish  Government,  and  whether  the 
tegroes  who  composed  tbe  prrison  were  deemed 
mbjecto  of  His  Catholic  Majesty ;  and  if  the  fort 
waa  not  built  by  Spanish  authority,  to  state  by 
what  authority  and  by  whose  order  it  was  built. 

Ia  answer  to  yoor  excellency  I  will  state  (with 
the  veracity  whieb  comports  with  the  character 
of  an  honorable  officer,  in  which  class  1  rank  my- 
self) that,  having  arrived  at  the  place  nearly  at 
the  close  of  tbe  month  of  March  preceding,  and 
being  informed  of  wbat  your  exoelleney  has  com- 
mttoicaled  to  me,  (with  this  difllerettce|tbat  tbe  fort, 
instead  of  being  where  you  placed  it,  is  to  be  found 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  tbe  Appalaehicola,  at  about 


15  miles  from  iu  mouth  or  entrance  into  the  sea,) 
I  lost  no  time  in  proposing  to  my  Captain  General 
the  measures  whien  appeared  to  me  proper,  as 
well  for  securing  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
under  my  commaad  from  the  damage,  loss,  and 
injuries  which  they  have  suffered,  and  still  suffer, 
from  this  establishment,  as  to  prevent  ihe  Amer- 
ican cttixens  and  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  neigh- 
borhood from  continuing  to  experience  them.  I 
have  hitherto  received  no  answer,  and,  coase- 
^uently,  your  excellency  (who  knows  how  lim- 
ited are  the  powers  of  a  subordinate  officer)  can- 
not be  surprised  that  I  should  make  known  to 
you  that,  althoush  my  mode  of  thinking  exactly 
corresponds  with  vours  as  to  the  dislml^ing  of 
the  negroes  from  the  fort,  the  occupying  it  with 
Spanish  troops,  or  destroying  it,  and  delivering 
tbe  negroes  wbo  may  be  collected  to  their  lawfi3 
owners,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  act  until  I  receive 
the  orders  of  my  Capuin  General,  and  the  assists 
ance  necessary  to  enable  me  to  undertake  the 
enterprise  with  a  moral  certainty  of  accoroplish- 
ing  the  end.  I  am  persuaded  toat  the  determi- 
nation of  tbe  said  calef  cannot  be  long  delayed, 
and,  should  it  authorize  me  to  act,  your  excel- 
leacv  may  rest  assured  and  |>ersuaded  that  I  will 
not  lose  an  instant  in  adopting,  on  my  part,  the 
most  effieacioas  measures  for  cutting  up  by  tbe 
root  an  evil  whieb  is  felt  to  tbe  full  extent  stated 
in  your  letter  by  tbe  inbabitaats  of  this  province, 
who  are  subjects  of  my  Sovereign,  and  whose 
prosperitv.  aad  tranquillity  it  is  my  duty  to  pre- 
serve and  ^ottet. 

With  this  explanation,  rear  before  named  let- 
ter may  be  considered  iaiiy  answered,  as  it  gives 
you  to  understand  thai,  thinking  as  your  excel- 
lenc]r  thinks  with  respett  to  the  netessity  of  de- 
stroying the  negroes,  the  fort  of  Appalachtcola, 
occupied  by  them,  was  not  constructed  by  order 
of  the  Spanish  Government;  and  thAt  the  ne- 
groes, although  in  part  belonging  to  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  and,  as  rational  beinn,  may  be 
subjects  of  tbe  King,  my  master,  are  deemea  by 
me  insurffents  or  rebels  aj^ainst  the  authority  not 
only  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  but  also  of  the  pro- 
prietors from  whose  service  they  have  withdrawn 
themselves;  some  seduced  by  tbe  English  Colo- 
nel Sid  ward  NichoUs,  Major  Woodbine,  and  their 
agenu ;  and  others  from  their  inclination  to  run 
off. 

But  as  your  excellency  manifests  a  particu- 
lar desire  that,  in  ease  tbe  fort  was  not  erected  by 
Spanish  authority,  I  should  state  by  whose  order 
it  was  erected,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  satisfying 
your  curiosity,  by  informing  you  that  I  have  un- 
derstood, ever  since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  that 
the  said  fort,  and  another  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Ohataboochee  and  Flint  rivers,  (which  it  ap- 
pears no  longer  exists,)  were  built  by  the  orders 
of  the- before  named  Colonel  Nicholls.  I  will  not 
assure  yon  he  did  it  under  authority  from  his 
Government ;  but  I  can  ssy  he  proceeded  to  place 
artillery,  munitions,  and  provisions  in  it,  bv  the 
arrangement  of  Vice  Admiral  Malcolm,  and  that 
when  Colonel  Nicholls  and  the  troops  of  his  de- 
tachment, after  tbe  conclusion  of  the  expedftioB 
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against  Looisiaoa,  wrthdrew  from  that  poiat,  he 
left  orders  with  the  negroes  totally  contrary  to 
the  incoo testable  right  of  sovereignty  which  the 
King,  my  master,  exercises  from  the  line  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  south. 
My  jiredecessors  in  the  Qorernment  have  given 
an  account  of  all  these  aeiions  to  the  aothorities 
on  whom  they  depended,  that  the  satisfaction 
which  the  violation  required  might  be  demanded 
by  those  on  whom  this  doty  devolves. 

I  think  I  have  answered  your  exeelieney's  let* 
ter  satisfactorily,  and  in  terms  which  cannot  leave 
a  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions  in  favor 
of  the  common  cause  of  the  American  and  Span- 
ish inhabitants,  and  that  my  present  inaction 
does  not  proceed  from  a  want  or  inclination. 

I  likewise  flatter  myself  that,  until  my  Captain 
General  decides,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Gk>vernroeot  of  the  United  States,  or  by  your  ex- 
celleney,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  sover- 
eigntv  of  the  King,  my  master,  in  the  district  of 
Appalacbicola,  which  is  a  dependency  of  this 
Government.  And,  finally,  I  conclude,  by  assur- 
ing your  excellency  that  it  will  afford  me  partic- 
ular satisfaction  to  have  opportunities  of  eviocing 
my  desire  not  only  to  contribute,  so  far  as  depends 
on  me,  to  the  cementing  of  the  good  understand- 
ing which  subsists  between  our  respective  Gbv- 
ernments,  but  aUo  to  prove  to  your  excellency 
the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  virtues  and 
military  talents, 

Qod  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

MAURICIO  D£  ZUNIQA. 

His  Bx'cy  A.  Jackson. 


^        Fort  Gad8obn,  May  2, 1818. 

Sta:  We  be^  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing sutement  of  facu :  On  the  13th  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  we  were  violently  torn  from  our  settle- 
ments on  the  Appalacbicola  river  by  a  num(>er 
of  Indians  headed  by  Chenubby,a  chief  from  the 
Fowltown  tribe,  carried  to  Mickasuky,  and  de- 
livered to  Kenhajah,  King  of  the  Mickasukians. 
Kenbajah  carried  us  to  the  negro  towns  on  Su- 
waney,  and  thence  to  the  Spanish  fort  St.  Marks, 
to  the  commandant  of  which  he  delivered  us  as 

grisoners  captured  under  the  orders  of  a  Mr.  Ar- 
uthnot,  reported  to  us  as  a  British  agent.  At 
St.  Mark's  we  were  treated  as  prisoners,  and  not 
permitted  to  wander  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
garrison. 

Whilst  at  that  port  the  ingress  and  egress  of 
the  Indians,  hostile  to  the  United  States,  was  un- 
restrained, and  several  councils  were  held,  at 
one  of  which  Kenbajah.  King  of  the  Mickasu- 
kians, Francis  or  Hiliis'Uago,  Hamathlemeco, 
the  chief  of  Autesses,  and  the  chief  of  the  Kole- 
mies,  all  of  the  old  Red  Stick  party ;  and  Jack 
Mealy,  chief  of  the  Ochewas^  were  present.  When 
it  was  reported  that  the  chiefs,  and  that  warriors 
were  entering  Fort  St.  Mark's  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  council,  Hambly  rejpresented  to  the 
commandant  the  impropriety  oi  permitting  such 
proceedings  within  the  walb  of  a  Spanish  fortress, 
ihe  officer  of  which  was  bound  to  preserve  and 


enforce  the  treaties  eaiating  between  tbe  Kimg"  of 
Spain  and  the  United  States;  he  lepliciie  Ham- 
bly with  some  degree  of  warmch,  observiae  that 
it  was  not  in  his  power  to  prevent  iu  On  tlie 
Indians  coming  iato  the  fort,  at  their  reqacsL,  we 
were  confined.  The  council  was  held  in  the 
commandant's  quarters,  he,  the  eommandaot,  wu 
present,  but  strictly  forbade  the  intmsioD  of  asj 
of  the  officers  of  the  garrison. 

The  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  drivings 
Fort  St.  Mark's,  and  disposing'  of  cattle  lo  lie 
commandant  and  other  Spanish  officers.  Whie 
ai  that  post  three  or  four  droves  were  hioQgbt  in. 
acknowledged  by  the  Indiaas  to  have  bcea  stoJea 
from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, and  par- 
chased  by  the  Spanish  officers. 

We  were  present  at  most  of  Ibese  eoatnets, 
and  Hambly  often  referred  to  as  an  interpreter 
between  the  purchaser  and  seller. 

Chenubby,  a  Fowltown  Indian,  once  sppiied 
to  Hambly  to  mention  to  the  eommandaai  tim 
he  was  about  visiting  the  frontiers  of  Georgii  oa 
a  plundering  expedition,  and  wished  to  kaow 
whether  he  would  purchase  the  cattle  bnoght  ia. 
A  contract  was  entered  into,  and  ChenoUy,  some 
time  after,  brought  in  and  disposed  of  elevea  kead 
of  cattle  to  the  Spanish  commandant  of  Fori  St. 
Mark's.  These  same  cattle  were  ihooe  parchased 
by  you  from  the  commandant  as  hia  prtvsic 
property. 

WM.  HAMBLT 
BDM>D  DOTLE. 


Fort  GausdeHi  May  3^  181& 

SiB :  In  conversation  with  the  comaaaadsat  ai 
Fort  St.  Mark's,  on  the  subject  of  bavtag  that 
work  occupied  by  an  American  garruoa,  1  had 
occasion  to  notice  the  aid  and  comhn  that  the 
hostile  party  of  Indians  had  received  as  reported 
from  him ;  that  they  had  free  accen  within  the 
walls  of  his  fort,  and  it  was  known  no  small  sap- 
plies  of  ammunition  had  been  received  frosi  that 
quarter. 

In  reply  he  stated  that  hia  condaet  had  been 
governed  by  policy,  the  defenceless  state  o(  kis 
work  and  the  weakness  of  his  garrison  compdlcd 
him  to  conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  lodisBL 
to  supply  their  wanu,  to  grant  what  he  had  use 
ihe  power  co  deny,  and  to  throw  open,  withappt* 
rent  willingness,  the  gates  of  hia  fortress,  lea 
they  should  .be  forced  by  violence. 

That  he  had  been  repeatedly  threateasd  If 
Indians  and  negroes,  and  that  hia  seeuricf  de- 
pended upon  exhibiting  an  external  fricaraiip. 
After  Fort  St.  Mark's  was  occupied  by  the  Amc^ 
can  troops  a  black  man  and  Spanish  aoJdier  mi 
reported  to  me  as  having  been  arreated  eJsd  in 
the  American  uniform,  recognised  as  part  of  the 
clothing  of  the  fourth  and  seventh  regiment^ 
captured  in  the  boat  commanded  by  Lteuieoss< 
Scott,  in  ascending  the  Appalacbicola  river. 

In  explanation,  the  Spanish  coramandaat  ob- 
served, that  his  soldiers  and  the  Seminole  In- 
dians were  in  the  h«ibit  of  tradin|r  wiih  each 
other,  and  that  this  negro^  with  othen  of  his  ga^ 
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rifOD,  had  received  his  permit^oa  ta  purebMC 

lome  clotbiDg  reported  to  bare  been  brought  in 

by  the  lodiaDs.    Respectfully,  dbe* 

JAMES  QADSDEN,  ' 


Major  General  A.  Jackson. 

Com^g  Southern  Dwmon  U.  8.  A. 

I  certify  that,  on  the  23d  of  May,  being  in  the 
Bayoa  which  enters  Pensacola  Bay.  one  and  a 
^aJf  miles  from  the  town,  I  saw  at  toe  ferry,  on 
he  Baraocas,  a  number  of  Indians.  I  think  about 
erenteen,  in  company  with  four  Spanish  officers. 
The  officers  were  carried  OTer,  and  the  boat  re* 
aroed  to  ferry  over  the  Indians.  I  saw  one 
xnt-load  landed  on  the  side  next  the  Baraneas, 
The  Indians  concealed  themselTes  in  the  bushes 
m  discoverinff  us. 

RICHARD  BRICKHAM. 

Witness:  T * Caon^y LdeiU. tf  Jnfamtry, 

I  certify  that  I  was  in  the  boat  with  Brickham 
It  the  place  and  time  mentioned  in  the  abore 
certificate ;  that  I  saw  several  Indians  in  com- 
Miny  with  four  Spanish  officers.  The  officers 
vere  ferried  over  with  one  Indian.  I  did  not  see 
be  Indians  ferried  over ;  they  concealed  them- 
elves  on  discoverioff  us. 

JOHN  BONNER,  his  X  mark. 

Witness:  T.CBOsa^Lieut^qfJnfaiUry. 
Witness  to  both  certificates : 

W.  S.  FoLTON,  Se^iy  to  Com.  Qen. 

We  certify  that,  being  in  Fort  St.  Charles, 
3arancas,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1818,  in  the  after- 
lOon,  soon  after  the  American  troops  took  pos- 
ession  of  the  work,  and  as  the  Spanish  troops 
vere  marching  out,  we  saw  an  In^lian  carried 
»nt  by  some  Spanish  soldiers;  he  was  laid  on 
lis  back  to  put  on  board  a  boat ;  he  was  wounded 
n  the  leg  or  thigh,  and  bad  every  appearance  of 
laying  Men  engaged  in  the  defence  of  the  fort. 

WM.  RUSSELL,  Obtain  of  Spies. 

JAMBS  L.  BELL,  Captain,  f  c 

Witness:  Wm.  8.  Fulton, 

Sec^ryto  Commanding  General, 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that, 
it  the  capture  of  Fort  St.  Mark's  East  Florida, 
>Y  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  on  the  7th 
kpril,  1816,  there  were  some  cattle  purchased 
m  account  of  the  United  States,  and  turned  over 
o  usy  which  we  are  of  an  opinion  had  been  driven 
rom  the  frontiers  of  Greorgia,  (a  part  of  them  at 
east)  and  we  were  strengthened  in  our  opinion 
)y  a  number  of  officers  and  men  from  Georgia 
ifiering  to  swear  to  a  number  of  them  as  the  pro- 
iierty  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

Qiven  under  our  hands,  at  Fort  Qadsden,  this 
3d  of  May,  1818. 

JACOB  R.  BROOKS. 
Act,  Cont,  Agent.  U.  S.  Amw. 
PETER  CONE, 

Auietani  Uommieeary. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  and  men  of  the 
Qeorgia  militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  were  at  Fort 
St.  Mark's,  East  Florida,  at  the  time  of  its  cap- 
ture by  Major  General  A.  Jackson,  on  the  7th 
April,  1818,  and  saw  some  cattle  that  were  pur- 
chased on  account  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
Spanish  authorities,  which  we  were  readjr  to 
swear  to  as  the  property  of  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bors in  Georgia. 

ANDREW  FRAZIER,  Captain. 

DANIEL  F.  SULLIVAN,  O.M.S. 

Fort  GADaDSR,  May  3, 1818. 

Sir:  After  the  occupancy  of  Fort  St.  Mark's 
with  the  American  troops,  on  the  7th  of  April 
last,  it  became  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  some 
goods  found  in  one  of  the  public  stores. 

These  goods  were  pointed  out  by  the  Spanish 
commandant,  who,  through  Mr.  Hambly  as  in- 
terpreter, separated  severalof  the  articles  claimed 
as  his  own  private  propertjr,  and  designated  others 
as  the  property  or  Francis  or  Hillis  Hajo,  and 
Arbnthnot,  a  British  agent  or  trader:  an  inven- 
tory of  these  were  taken,  and  deposited  with  the 
American  officer  left  in  command  at  Fort  St. 
Mark's.    With  respect,  d&c., 

D.  B.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major  7th  Infantry. 

I  certify  that  I  acted  as  interpreter  in  the  trans- 
action above  alluded  to,  and  two  separate  parcels 
of  goods  were  desiffnated  by  the  Dpaoish  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's  as  belonging  to  Hillis  Hajo 
and  Arbnthnot.  WM.  HAMBLY. 

Fort  MontoombrTi  June  2, 1818. 

I  certify  that  between  the  5th  and  17th  of  May, 
1818,  whilst  at  Fort  Gbdsden  on  the  Appalachi- 
cola  river,  I  was  informed  by  a  Mr.  Larua  and 
Benneto  Gassea,  both  citizens  of,  and  at  that  time 
direct  from,  Pensacola,  that,  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  thence,  there  were  five  hundred  Indians 
in  and  about  Pensacola;  and  I  further  certify 
that,  on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola  on  the  23d  of 
May,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Skeets,  and  other 
citizens  of  that  place,  that  on  the  22d,  which  was 
the  day  before  my  arrival.  Holmes,  a  noted  Red 
Stick,  with  his  party,  had  left  Pensacola  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Choctawhatchy  for  safety,  having 
been  for  several  days  previous  in  town. 

All  which  I  certify  on  honor* 

WM.  HAMBLT. 

Witness-^Wif.  S.  Fultoh, 

Private  Secretary  of  the  Com^g  OeneraL 

1  do  hereby  certify  that,  during  my  long  resi- 
dence on  the  river  Appalachicola,  my  knowledge 
of  the  Indian  language,  and  my  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  difierent  chiefs,  gave  me  many  op* 
portunlties  of  knowing,  through  them,  the  advices 
ffiven  them  from  time  to  time  by  the  Governors  of 
West  Florida,  hostile  to  the  United  States.  In  the 
year  1812  or  1813, 1  saw  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  to  the  late  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  T. 
Perrvmao,  advising  him  to  collect  his  forces  and 
join  his  upper  town  brethren,  whom  he  said  had 
come  to  a  determination  to  rise  in  arms  and 
shake  off  the  American  yokej  he  would  supply 
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xhtm  io  ^rms  tnd  ammunhioD,  and  he  said  he 
was  sure  that  in  less  than  a  month  their  fathers 
and  protectors,  the  Spaniards,  would  hare  a  suf- 
ficient army  in  the  field  to  aid  and  protect  them. 
Not  long  after  I  saw  this  letter,  a  large  party  of 
Indians  went  down  to  Pensacola,  where  thejr 
received  a  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  some 
arms ;  it  was  but  shortly  after  this,  when  they 
attacked  and  destroyed  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Mims :  this  was  the  commencement  of  the  first 
Indian  war ;  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  when 
on  my  plantation  on  the  Appalachioola,  I  was 
made  a  prisoner  of  by  a  party  of  Seminole  Indians, 
and  was  taken  up  to  toe  Ochesee  Bluff  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Doyle,  who  was  made  a  prisoner 
of  with  me.    They  kept  us  there  three  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  the^  were  busily  engaged  with 
some  transports,  which  were  then  ascending  the 
river  to  Fort  Scott ;  from  thence  they  took  us  to 
the  Mickasukev,  where  the  Indians  informed  me 
that  they  had  oeen  told  by  the  commandant  of 
St.  Marlrs  that  war  was  declared  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States.   From  this  place  we  were 
carried  to  the  Suwanee,  when  Keiihaffee,  princi- 
pal chief  of  the  Seminoles,  told  me  that  we  had 
been  taken  and  robbed  by  order  of  Arbuthnot, 
and  brought  there  to  be  tried  by  him.    Shortly 
after  we  reached  this,  Arbuthnot  arrived  from 
Providence,  when  we  were  tried  and  aentenoed 
by  said  Arbuthnot  to  be  tortured.    This  sentenee 
was  not  put  ki  execution  by  the  friendly  inter- 
ference of  Mr.  Cook,  clerk  to  Arbothnot,  and  the 
negro  chief  Nero.    We  were  then  conducted 
back  to  the  Mickasukey,  then  Kenhagee  went 
•down  to  the  fort  of  St.  Mark's  to  consult  the 
commandant  if  he  would  take  us  as  prisoners,  to 
'  keep  at  his  order.    They  held  a  cbuncil  among 
the  neighboring  chiefs,  and  on  the  fifth  day  he 
returned  and  ordered  tis  to  be  conducted  down 
next  morning.    We  arrived  at  St.  Mark's  on  the 
12th  of  February  at  night.    The  Spanish  officers 
received  us  kindly,  but  the  commandant  did  not 
forget  to  remind  us  that  we  were  still  prisoners, 
and  marked  out  that  night  the  limiu  of  our 
prison  they  rigidly  kept  during^  the  time  of  our 
stay.    Next  morning  the  first  thing  that  presented 
iteetf  to  mv  view,  was  my  saddle  horse,  which 
had  been  taxen  from  me  by  the  Indians ;  he  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  commissary.  I  mentioned 
it  to  the  commandant,  but  he  said  he  bought  him 
of  an  Indian,  and  he  conlddo  nothing  in  it.    A 
few  days  after,  in  the  course  of  a  conversation,  I 
mentioned  it  to  the  Spanish  Doctor ;  he  assured 
me  that  two-thirds  or  the  property  taken  from 
us  by  the  Indians  had  been  bought  by  the  com- 
missary and  others  in  the  fort ;  the  plundered  pro- 
perty taken  from  Georgia,  was  every  day  luckily 
bought  by  the  commandant  and  others;  I  knew 
one  instance  of  an  Indian  making  an  engagement 
with  the  commandant  for  cattle,  that  he  was 
then  going  to  plunder,  and  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
days  brought  them  in  and  sold  them.    On  our 
first  arrival  at  St.  Mark's  we  had,  by  help  of  a 
friendly   Indian,  conveyed  intelligence  to   our 
friends  in  Pensacola  of  our  situation,  and  they 
aent  us  on  a  small  vessel  to  effect  our  escape.  At 


her  arrival,  the'  oommandant  said  to u  tkii  he 
had  no  objection  to  our  getting  oat  of  the  power 
of  the  Indians,  but  that  he  sbould  fint  dnand 
a  written  obligation  that  we  should  Derffmora 
to  that  country,  nor  hold  communicatioD  iimdf 
or  indirectly  with  the  United  States  Qoien- 
ment,  or  any  of  her  officers ;  tliis  being  settle^ 
we  left  St.  Mark's  in  the  night  of  the  28ihMtrck, 
and  joined  Capain  McKeever  io  hit  guoboiit 
in  the  Bay  of  Appalachicola;  on  the  90(hR> 
turned  wiin  him  to  St.  Mark's,  where  we  jeiied 
General  Jackson  on  the  6th  of  April. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  Mth  of  Joif.       I 

WM.  HAM6LT. 

Pbovincb  of  Wbbt  Floriba, 
TVvn  ^  Peniocofa,  Stpt  18,  m 

In  pursuance  with  an  order  to  me  directed  bf 
Colonel  William  King,  civil  and  miliUrTGor- 
ernor  of  said  province^  (a  copy  whereof  it  bereu 
annexed,)  I  caused  to  appear  before  De,tttiie 
quarters  of  Captain  Hugh  Young,  of  (he  irmr 
of  the  United  Sutes,  in  this  town,  the  folloviDs 
persons,  viz :  Manuel  Gonzales,  Dr.  Brosnthia 
William  Cooper,  J.  Dauphin, Skciie,Fflt 

el  Prieto,  Joachim  Barrelas,  P.  Alba,  JaL,/(Be  | 
onefi,  (Marian)  and  Charles  Leseaa,  to  itsver, 
on  oath,  such  interrogatories,  not  teodlDC  to 
criminate  themselves,  ts  might  be  propooadedto  i 
them  by  Captain  Yo«Bg.  relatisg  to  the  liter- 1 
course  which  took  place  between  tbe  liteSpi- 
ish  amherilies  of  this  protince,  and  the  hm 
Indians,  daring  the  recent  war  witb  the  Hm 
States. 

Joachim  Barrelas,  being  duly  sworD,  deeiim, 
that  he  has  frequently  seen  parties  of  ladiifis  u 
the  town  of  Pensacola  since  the  moatb  ot  No- 
vember, 1817;  says  that  parties  of  Indiiw  "« 
been  provisioned  by  the  late  ftut'i<>^'''f  P? 
place,  on  several  occasions;  hasfrcqaeBUybeut^ 
and  believed,  that  the  Indians  wereiMbeW 
of  bringing  into  this  place,  hofses,  eaitle,  &c.  ior 
the  purpose  of  sellitig  them  and  other  pUBder , 
says  be  was  at  Barancas  at  the  time  i^*^^^': 
Jackson  came  to  Pensacola,  in  MafW^i  ^J* 
nent  acted  there  as  commissary,  toii  koo^"* 

several  Indians  went  from  town  ^^\^^f^[ 
cas,  with  the  Spanish  forces,  and  took  retofB 
the  fort ;  that  at  the  name  time  several  smatip 
tiea  were  encamped  about  tbe  Baraneas;  i^ 
upon  the  arrival  of  General  Jaeksooben^?^ 
Barancas,  Tapauloa  and  family  were  alio  >t^ 
fort ;  deponent  has  seen  saol  chief  seTeitl »» 
in  Pensacola,  and  believes  him  to  be  flU^' 
Creek  ^r  Seminole  Indian ;  that  wbile  ^xf^ 
was  at  Barancas,  and  subsequently  to  »« »" 
month  of  November,  1817,  he  «V1. «« 
named  Lune,  an  express  from  ^'^^LifV 
over  from  Santa  Rosa  island,  toBarasasiTV 
despatehes  for  the  Governor  here;  ttys"^^"^ 
the  said  month  of  November,  1817.  Goven^ 
Maznt.  heiiiff  hrmiulf  at  Barancas.  did  ofd^ »' 


Mazot,  being  himself  at  Barancas.  did 
deponent  to  gife  rations  to  several  p^"^  f^,.. 
dians  then  there,  of  at  least  from  thlcty^^^^^'^ 
strong,  men,  women,  and  children.  .» 

JOACHIM  BARRBWS 
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George  SkeatA,  being  dolf  sworo,  deelates, 
at  he  has  constaotly  resided  in  the  town  of 
ensacola  siace  November,  1817,8tnce  which,  he 
IS  repeatedly  seen  at  different  times  in  said  town, 
Dm  thirty  to  forty  Indians ;  has  not  seen  any 
nmanition  firen  to  the'  Indians  within  the  pe- 
[>d  above  alladed  to ;  has  heard,  and  beliercs, 
at  horses,  cattle,  dbc^  were  brought  into  this 
ace  by  the  Indians  and  sold,  which  deponent, 
>we7er,  did  not  see..  Deponent  believes  tnat  the 
te  Governor  Mazo|  was  well  acquainted  with 
e  several  murders  that  were  committed  on  the 
lighboriag  American  frontier ;  knows  of  no  sup- 
ies  furnished  by  order  of  the  Spanish  Gk)vern* 
ent,  sioee  about  the  month  of  March,  1817. 
ben  a  supply  of  knives,  a  few  blankets,  and 
me  copper  kettles,  were  furnished  and  deiivei^d 

a  party  ot  Indians,  for  the  purpose,  as  was 
en  said,  of  acting  against  the  insurgents  who 
ere  expected ;  that  the  said  party  of  Indians 
ortly  after  disappefred)  and  nothing  more  was 
«rd  of  them.  JDeponent  saw,  on  the  day  that 
ajor  YooDg  attacked  a  party  of  Indians  in  the 
iighborhood  of  this  town,  a  number  of  Indians 
horn  he  believes  were  sent  (or  went  themselves) 
rose  the  bay  iiv  a  boat  belonging  to  DcMl  Aoto- 
0  Modina,  Captain  of  the  port. 

GEORGE;  SKfiATB, 

Mr.  Charles  Le  Jeone,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
ires,  that  he  has  resided  in  Peosaeola  since  No- 
mber,  1817,  since  which  he  has  frequently  seen 
this  town,, or  its  vicinity, parties  orupward»of 
hundred.  Indians  eqcamped;  that  these  parties 
ere  armed  with  rifles,  or  with  the  arms  that 
ere  furnished  thenp  by  the  Bqglish ;  that  al- 
ough  ha  cannot  state  that  those  parties  had  re- 
ived ammtinitioD  from  the  Spanish  Govem- 
ent  here,^  hie  nevertheless  can,  and  does  state, 
lat  the  said  parties  were  provisioned  from  the 
log's  storesji  by  Prieto,  King's  storekeeper;  that 
revious  to  P«ovember,1817,  the  Government  wias 
^gularly  in  the  habit  of  giving;  out  ammunition 
» the  Indians,  from  a  store  which  was  expressly 
•r  that  purpose  here ;  that  on  the  day  that  Ma- 
»r  Young  attacked  the  Indians  near  this  town, 
lere  was  a  considerable  number  encamped  n^r 
le  water  side  in  town,  who,  upon  hearing  the 
^port  of.  th^  flre-arms,  .crossed  the  bay  in  their 
wn  boats,  aad  in  other  larger  boats  belooging.to 
ihers.  CHARLBS  LE  JBUNB. 

William  Oooper,  being  duly  sworn,  declares, 
lat  he  has  liesidcd  in  Fensacola  since  Noven- 
er,  1817|  during  which  period  he  has  frequently 
een  in  town  I  and  its  vicinity,  several  parties  of 
Ddians-— sawl  one  in  parlicubr  with  some  sheet 
iad,  and  has  heard  that  the  Indians  had  intfo- 
Qced  some  slothes  into  town  that  looked  like 
American  muiufacture:  states,  also,  that  Tapaal- 
»  was  Red  Stick  chief,  and  had  beea  frequenlly 
ibout  Pensaoola,  for  several  years  past. 

WILLIAM  COOPER. 

,  JoBN  Dnrrr,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
'oUows^ 

Claestion.  Have  you  resided  in  andabout  Pen- 
lacola  since  November,  1817 1— Answer.  I  have. 


Question.  Have  you  seen  in  said  town,  or  its 
vicinity,  within  or  since  that  period,  any  Indians  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Ctuestioo.  How  many  did  yon  see  at  any  par- 
ticular timet 

Answer.  About  the  latter  end  of  last  Spring  I 
saw  in  town  from  fiftv  to  sixty  Indians,  but  few 
of  them  were  armed,  because  they  were  prohib- 
ited from  cominff  into  town  armed.  I  suppose 
their  arms  were  left  in  their  camps  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

dnestion.  How  did  these  Indians  subsist  them- 
selves, and  how  did  they  procure  ammunition  t 

Answer.  Probably  from  Government  here;  of 
this,  hawevsP)  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  any  horses,  cattle,  or 
other  pltiiider,  brought  into  this  place  by  the  In- 
dians?^ Answer.  No. 

Qjueslion.  How  many  Indians  were  in  Penaa- 
cola,  and  iu  neighborhood,  at  the  time  that  Major 
Young  attacked  a  partjr  near  this  town  7 

Answer.  Of  all  descriptions,  viz :  mea,  women, 
and  ohiUreui  there  must  have  been  a  coasider- 
abla  nuDiher{  not  less  probably  than  one  hundred 
aad  fifty  or  aixtv. 

Question.  When  Major  Young  attacked  the 
party  near  town,  how  did  those  In  town  find 
means  to  escape  across  the  bay  ? 

Answer.  I  nave  understood,  and  believe,  that 
they  were  set  acroaa  by  order  of  the  Gore/nor* 

SANTIAGO  PAUPHINi 
A'traeeopy.;         R.  K«  CALL,  A.  Xr.  d 

JoBHPfl  BoMBPi,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  as 
follows,  Tiz: 

Question,  Htve  you  lived  in  Pensacola  since 
NoT«gabeivl8171-^Aaewer.  I  have. 

Qitteitifa«  Hate  yon  naa  hatwveir  that  period 
and  the  appposisii  of  the  American  foroes,  under 
Major  General  Jackson,  repeatedly  seen  divers 
parties  of  hosule.  Indians  in  this  town  or  its 
neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  have»  Indeed,  between  the  said 
month  of  November  and  the  time  that  the  hos- 
tile party  surrendered  to  Major  Young,  there 
were  more  or.  less  in  town ;  sometimes  in  num- 
bers considerable,  sometimes  fewer. 

duestion.  How,  or  by  whom,  were  those  In- 
dians subsisted,  and  from  whom,  or  by  what 
means,  did  they  procure  ammunition  and  other 
warlike  stores  or  weiqioos  7 

Answer.  I  have  understood,  and  do  belieye, 
that  they  were  fed  by  the  Government  here;  as 
to  ammunition,  dbc.,  I  cannot  state  how  they  pro- 
cured supplies,  except  it  might  have  been  from 
the  stores  about  town^ 

Question.  Have  you  seen  or  been  informed: of 
any  horses,  cattle,  or  other  plunder,  having  been 
brought  in  here  by  the  Indians  within  the  time 
above  alluded  to  7— Answer.  No. 

JOSEPH  BONBFIj 

Pensacola,  Sept.  19, 1818« 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  depositions  were 
sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  this  dayv 

M.  McKENSEY,  Sbk.,  J.  A 
A  true  copy :  R.  K.  CALL,  A.  L.  C. 
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of  ike  Prmimu  •/  Wui  Fbrida  maket  to  Hi$  £»- 
ceilentrjf  Ambtw  Jaduo^  OtturaUn-CkUf  of  ike 
American  Armjft  hefott  ike  Fori  San  Carioo  de 
BaraneoM. 

1st.  The  fort  of  Banoeas  will  be  delirered  to 
e  troops  of  the  United  States,  under  thefoUow- 

E  conditions: 
Approved,  with  the  exceptions  made  follow- 
g  each  article,  and  possession  giren  at  one 
slock  past  morning  this  day.] 
2d.  The  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Baraneas  will 
irch  out,  to  be  transported  to  the  Harana,  on 
e  dajr  and  hour  which  shall  be  agreed  opon, 
iih  all  the  honors  of  war ;  drams  beating ;  with 
ms  and  baggage.  Those  employed  in  the 
oyal  Finance,  and  others  attached  to  this  de- 
rtment,  shall  also  be  transported  to  the  same 
rt. 

[A»  roster  to  be  furnished  of  all  the  military 
id  ciTil  officers  of  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Baran« 
8 ;  the  troops  to  march  out  as  expressed  in  this 
tide  ;  their  arms  to  be  stacked  at  the  foot  of  the 
aeis,  and  left  in  possession  of  the  American 
my '  until  the  day  of  embareation,  when  they 
ill  be  restored.] 

3d.  The  commandant  of  the  proTince,  the  offi- 
rs  of  bis  staff  of  the  artillery  and  engineers,  the 
leers  and  troops,  shall  carry  with  them  their 
ms  and  personal  effects,  and  shall  also  have  the 
lerty  of  disposing  of  their  property  of  every 
nd,  with  perfect  security  to  the  purchasers. 
[All  titles  for  property  legally  derived  from 
e  Crown  of  Spain  will  be  respected.] 
4th.  The  garrison  shall  be  embarked  on  account 
the  United  States ;  every  person  of  the  military 
as9,  or  of  the  Royal  Finance,  shall  receive,  du« 
og  the  passage,  such  rations  as  are  allowed  to 
rery  grade  by  the  regulations  of  Spain. 
[Approved,  as  iar  as  relates  to  the  transporta- 
on  of  the  garrison,  and  the  Spanish  rations  al- 
iwed,  provided  they  do  ootexceed'the  American 
ition,  in  which  case  the  American  ration  only 
ill  be  allowed.] 

5tb.  A  competent  number  of  vessels  shall  be 
irnished  for  embarking  the  personal  effects, 
ftpers,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  com* 
landaot,  officers,  and  others  in  the  Royal  emplov, 
id  particularly  the  papers  of  the  SecreUry's 
IBce  of  theOovernmeni,  wbich  are  in  Pensacola; 
iose  of  the  Department  of  the  Royal  Finance, 
nd  of  the  civil  and  military  employ.  These 
apers  shall  not  be  sobjected  to  any  inspection  or 
(cognisance  under  the  pledge  of  their  contain* 
Dg  nothing  toieign  to  the  functions  of  the  said 
arsons. 

[Approved.  An  estimate  of  the  necessary 
rao«portatioo  to  be  furnished,  agreeably  to  estaln 
ished  usage.] 

6th.  The  sick,  wounded,  and  all  those  who  are 
low,  or  may  fall  sick  previous  to  the  embareation 
>f  the  troops  for  the  Uavana,  shall  be  maintained 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  until 
cuied,  and  shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  the 
r^t  of  ihe  garrison ;  those  who  are  in  a  situation 
Bhall  be  embarked  at  the  same  time  with  it,  and 


all  shall  be  under  the  care  of,  and  attended  by, 
the  surgeon  and  other  individuals  of  the  Spanish 
military  hospital. 


[Approved.] 
7ih.  T 


The  garrison  of  Pensacola,  and  the  pris- 
oners, as  also  those  in  the  employ  of  the  Royal 
Finance,  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the 
garrison  of  Baraneas,  and  shall  likewise  be  trans- 
ported to  the  Havana,  uniting  the  former  to  the 
latter,  and  all  shall  remain  in  the  quarters  they 
occupied  in  Pensacola  until  the  moment  of  em- 
bareation for  the  port  of  Havana. 

[Approved.  An  estimate  of  the  necessary 
transportation  to  be  furnished,  and  included  in 
estimate,  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Baraneas.] 

8th.  During  their  stay  the  United  States  will 
furnish  to  the  King's  storekeeper,  under  docu- 
ments from  the  Roval  officers,  such  articles  of 
Srovisioas  as  may  be  deficient  or  not  in  the 
Ling^  stores,  to  complete  the  rations  of  the 
troops  dependants  I  those  in  the  King's  employ, 
and  their  respective  families,  according  to  the 
allowance  made  by  the  regulations  of  Spain; 
the  reimbursement  thereof  remaining  subject  to 
the  decision  of  the  Governments  of  Spain  and 
the  Unjted  States. 

[An  inventory  of  the  provisions  in  ponession 
of  the  Spanish  commissary  to  be  forthwith  fbi^ 
nished.  The  rations  allowed  subject  to  the  lim- 
itation in  the  fourth  article.] 

9cb.  The  provisions  actually  existing  in  the 
King's  stores  of  Pensacola  and  Baraneas  shall 
be  transported  to  the  former,  in  order  that  they 
may  serve  for  the  said  supply  of  rations. 

[Approved.] 

lOtb.  An  inventory,  and  a  duplicate  thereof, 
shall  be  made  by  the  military  storekeeper,  aad 
such  officer  of  artillery  as  the  commandant  of 
this  corps  may  name,  and  such  other  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  General  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  Slates,  of  the  artillery,  powder,  military 
stores,  and  other  effects  belonging  to  this  depart- 
ment, in  Pensacola,  and  Baraneas. 

[Approved.  Major  Peters,  of  the  artillery,  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  American  Qovemment.] 

11th.  Persons  and  property  shall  be  respected ; 
concessions  and  sales  of  land  made  by  the  com- 
petent authorities  shall  be  valid  and  guarantied 
by  the  American  Qovemment  at  whatever  time 
they  may  have  been  made^  and  until  the  date 
hereof. 

[All  titles  leg:ally  derived  from  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  prior  to  this  date,  guarantied  and  respected.] 

12th.  The  commandant  of  engineers  shall  name 
an  officer,  who,  with  another  whom  the  General 
of  the  American  army  mmj  appoint,  shall  make 
an  inveatorv,  and  a  duplicate  thereof,  of  the 
number  and  state  of  the  royal  edifices,  in  the 
same  manner  as  i»  stated  for  the  department  of 
artillery. 

[Approved,  and  Lieutenant  Sands  of  the  artil- 
lery appointed  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Qo  vero  meat.] 

13th.  The  military  officers,  and  those  in  the 
service  of  all  and  the  several  departmeau,  may 
embark  with  them  their  wives,  children,  and 
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s^nraau ;  in  which  Dumber  are  to  be  foeloded 
the  families  of  those  of  the  said  classes  who  ma^ 
be  absent.  Those  who  have  properiT  to  dispose  of, 
or  affairs  to  settle,  may  remain  the  time  necessary 
for  these  purposes.  American  authority  sbafi 
afind  them  everjr  protection  dorins  their  stay, 
and  they  shall  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the 
rest  of  the  garrison,  and  be  transported  to  the 
Havana  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

[Inadmissible,  so  far  as  it  regards  traasporta* 
tioB  being  allowed  to  the  families  of  thoee  officers 
not  present,  and  servanu  not  atteading  upon  the 
persons  of  the  officers  and  their  families.  Those 
individuals  disposed  to  remain  in  Florida  will  be 
respected,  and  protected  in  all  civil  and  personal 
riffhis;  and,  if  not  embracing  the  transportation 
allowed  at  the  nreseat  period,  they  must  fumlsfa 
their  own  tt  a  future  period.] 

14th.  The  storekeeper  geaeial  shall  form  an 
inventory  of  the  small  vessels  and  craft,  and  of 
the  other  effects  under  his  charge,  in  the  same 
way  as  stated  for  the  department  of  artillery. 

[Approved,  and  Lieuteaant  Parkhurst,  quar- 
termaster of  artillery,  appointed  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Governmeiit.] 

15th.  The  officers  and  troops  of  this  garrison, 
with  their  equipage,  shall  be  transported  to  Pen- 
saeda,. where  they  shall  remain,  as  already  staled, 
ualM  embarked  for  the  Havana. 

[Approved.] 

17ih.  The  Alabama  chief,  with  his  family,  now 
in  this  ibrt,  and  who  has  been  reported  to  Major 
Young,  shall  be  included  in  this  capitulation,  and 
transported  to  the  Havana. 

[Approved.  His  name  to  be  entered  in  an  ani- 
cle,and  the  Spanish  Qovernment  guarantying 
that  he  never  returns  to  the  Ploridas.] 

18ih.  The  Catholic  religion  shall  be  maintained, 
with  lU  ministers,  and  free  eiereise. 

[A  free  toleratien  to  all  religions  guarantied.] 

19th.  This  capitulation  is  made  under  the  con- 
fidence that  the  Qeaeral  of  the  American  troops 
will  comply  with  his  oflfor  of  returning  integral 
this  province^  in  the  state  of  which  he  receives 
it,  as  esplaiaed  in  his  official  letters. 

[Approved,  aad  the  restoration  made  under  the 
coudttioas  eipressed  in  General  Jackson's  com- 
m«nicftiioQ  to  the  Qovernor  of  Peasacela,  the 
2ad  of  May.]  ' 

aOlh.  If  any  doubt  should  arise  as  lo  the  neaa- 
ittg  of  the  articles  of  this  capitulation,  they  shall 
l>f  ^Mtrued  in  the  OManer  most  favorable  to 
the  Spanish  garrison. 

[The  above  articles  to  be  interpreted  agreeably 
to  their  Itteral  and  expiessed  meaning.] 

31st.  The  present  ««piinlatfoa  shall  be  signed 
and  exchanged  by  the  Qeneral  of  the  American 
army  and  the  commandant  of  this  province,  as 
«?®«  ••  possible,  and,  at  latest,  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  afterooon  j  each  party  respectively  being  in 
posaession  of  an  original.— [Approved.] 

FoBT  or  Bar  Carloc  db  Baran cab, 
May  28, 1818.— 7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

JOSBMAZOT. 
Camf  nbar  Port  Barancab,  May  28, 1818. 
A.  JACKSON,  MaJ.  Gen.  comd^g. 


_,  tikmifmi 
^  HtpHmtry^mnd  wikk  irtiiirf.  to  Otj^flml 
ofwkat.ha$iem^g^mimp9m> 

1st  The  name  required  of  tfaeAlabimcltief 
is  Opayhola.  The  commandant  of  tbiiproTiiee 
ea^ge^  in  the  name  of  his  Govern Beot,tktih( 
said  chief  shall  never  rectm  to  the  Florihs. 

[Approved.] 

8d.  If  any  vessels  of  war  of  His  Citliolielh 
jesty.  destined  fer  this  port,  should  arrtrevithi 
supply  of  provisions  or  money ,  they  sfatybeM 
admittid;  aa  vrell  as  Spauiah  merehast  ftstk 

San  Carlos  db  Barancas; 

May  28, 1818.— 5  d'doek  in  ihei/tmm 

JOSE  HAZOT. 


Camp,  mbab  Fort  Babaroab,  Mom  X 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

^^(n^  General  cotmunhi. 


HBAoa^BB,  Divtaioif  of  thb  SoqtI) 
Ac^nUaU  GentraPs  Office,  Barma, 

Aiby  29.m 

FBLitovBoLDiRBR:  You  weiw  calietf JMo  ih 
field  to  punish  savages  and  negroaa,  irish^.  it 
a  saagwoary  Runoeffi  tised  the  umtMai 
scalpiBg^nife  upon  our  helplesa  dunitpoi 
the  frontier.  Teu  have  pursued  tkeaiiMx^ 
asukey,  St.  Mafk^  SMvauey,  aid  Mjt»^ 
plaee^  through  an  unexplored  wildsroffs,  » 
countering  immeDae  diiiciihies  aad  prindisi, 
which  you  met  with  the  spirit  of  Aaiencuioi- 
diers,  without  a  murmor. 

Your  General  aatieipaiefi  a  doss  odkion' 
paign  on  hie  return  to  Port  Qadsdca,aB^AttM 
the  hour  with  feellaflB  of  gratitude  to  ffant) 
at  the  prospect  of  reheviog  you  fren  fMrkkv^ 
by  placing  yon  in  quarters,  and  retanof /^'  ^ 
your  homes  $  but  how  mat  was  tbs  ^ppoiil- 
ment,  when  he  heard  of  the  iceeBtnvimeoB- 
mttted  on  the  AlabaBaa,  by  a  party  of  the  cacnf 
from  Pensaeola,  where  thef  were  Aaaithe^  with 
provisions  and  ammunition  by  a  frieodlf  Pover. 
Under  this  state  of  thiaga,  you  wtw  ffluehtd 
here,  encountering  difficvbies  whieb  yostloot 
can  properly  appreciate^  meetjogon  tbevtf 
the  protest  of  the  Qevemor  of  Wot  fM^ 
threnteaing  to  employ  fepua  if  we  did  aot  m» 
diately  evacuaie  the  country*  Tbti  neeui 
unezpeeted  enemy  was  soon  taught  tofedth 
impotence  of  hiaihreata.  Yoneatcred  Pessadi 
without  resietanee,  and  the  Ufpaf  fertrM  of  <h 
BaraneascoQld  hold  out  bntonedajragalnrfMr 
determined  oottin^.  Your  Ocaern  canoii  w? 
admiring  the  spirit  and  military  zeal  maoiftrtci 
when  it  was  signified  that  a  reiort  to  storniog 
would  be  necessary;  and  weidddo  iBJBf<>^|^ 
his  feelings,  did  he  not  particolarlf  oociff  tbe 
Judgment  displayed  by  hie  aid^e^saip^  Capttfi 
Gk&den  of  the  engineers,  in  tbe  sehecioo  tt 
the  positions  for  the  batteries,  aod  tbe  gaUi^ 
of  hit  seeoad  aid,  Captain  MeOsMi  tsd  OqMam 
Young  of  the  topographical  eBgioe<n,iaudmK 
him  to  erect  the  works,  under  tb«  fire  of  beavy 
batteries  within  four  hundred  yaid%  »  ▼«"  u 
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he  skill  and  fallantry  of  Captaio  Fetersi  Lieu- 
eaaots  Miaidti  aod  Spencer,  in  the  direeiioo 
ind  mana^eipent  of  the  nine  pounder,  and  that 
)f  Lieutenants  Saods  and  Seallon,  charged  with 
he  management  of  the  howitzer.  Captain  Mc^ 
Lee'ver,  of  the  nary,  aieritSj  as  h^  has  on  several 
)ccMions,  ^ia  irarmest  thanks  for hts  zealous  co- 
>pemiioii  wm4.  acCivuv  in  teodrnflr  tmo  of  Ma  fans, 
[sboold  an  additional  baittriag  Iniin  lM«e  bami 
icaaamy,)  and  gallanaly  offering  to \my  bit  Tseasel 


lefoaa  A»  iMter  haiierv,  to  tha  at  ant  of  storm* 
ng  the  npptr  Ivaaics;  mb  dBwis  tad  caaw  d»» 
lerve  his  aoafidenca* 

The  Ganerai  assigoa  to  Calonei  Kiug  (bf  €0V? 
trnment  of  PrasaofMa.and  its  jjupeadaaciaa,  aod 
hat  part  of  the  7ih  denartiiiei^t  ij/wg,  vaatof  the 
ipp«)a«hicola  and  Cnaialioonlkae  livaia,  naiii 
itaerwiae  ordered  bv  Genaral  Q$i«as« 

Tbe  Cutooel  will  uka  EiaaMiiCW  .to  bara  tba 
rolaniaeraaow  at  Pensaoola  ralaefedypsf  paratiury 
o  tbeir  return  maich^i  Tbe  Tanocasae  Tolan^ 
eers  will  ba  ntioaad  foe  &vf  diyati^d  will  (#flbf 
rhh  mora  iof  If  on  MonlffWB«l7»  wh^ta  iboy 
rill  receif a  fariber  ord^nr . 

The.  Qaoaral,  ia  takioc  ltar#  of  Cotoaal  Kias 
.ad  bia  aomiaand,  ieadeia  to  (be  ofioeia  aaq 
koldiers  an  afieetiaaata  farewelL 

By  order:  ROB£aT  BQTLBR. 

'    fliiaa'aa,  Di?iaiov  or  tbb  Somra, 

Mag  39, 1819.  ' 

Majoi  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackaaa  baa  Ibaa4  it 
leeesaary  to  uka  posseasioa  of  Peiisaaota»  be  has 
lot  been  prompted  to  this  measure  from  a  iriab 
o  extead  the  territorial  limita*  of  ibe  Oniied 
States,  or  from  anf  onfriendlj.  feeJing  pa  tbe 
lart  ef  the  Amauean  Republie  to  tba  Spaaisb 
loYcrnmeau  Tne  Bamiaoie.Iadiaasi  iababit» 
ng  the  territories  of  l^ia,  hare,; for  aaore  t^ab 
wo  fears  paat,.  vialted  oar  frontier  aetileaaeau 
rith  all  tbe  horrors  of  savage  massacre ;  bclplcaa 
romei^  bare  b^en  btuebered,  apd  ,tbo  oradte 
taioed  witb  tbe  blood  of  iniioceaoa.  Tbaae 
Lroeitiasi  it  was  expected*  woald  J^stc  early  at^ 
acted  the  attention  of  tba  Spaniaji  Gkft efumea.ti 
nd» faiibfal  toiaxtattog  treatiepLspaedy  meawea 
lopted  for  ibeir  suppresaiofi,*  That,  so  fitr  Irooi 
eiog  able  to  control,  |be  Spanbdi  a^tboriiies 
'ere  oftea  mapcUed,  from  policy  ei  aeeassity, 
>  issue  maoitloos  of  war  to  tbeaesa?agass  tba^ 
nabliDgi  if  not  exciting,  them  to  raise  toe  toma« 
awk  against  aa»  Tbe  immaiaUe.  laara  of  self- 
efeoee,  therefore^  compelled  tbe  Amarican.Cki^ 
rnment  to  take  possession  of  sacb  aarts  of  the 
'  loridfa  ia,  wbieb  tba  Spaoiab  aatbority  coipld 
ot  be  maintained.  PeosacUa  was  fouad  ia  tba^ 
iiuatioo^  aad  will  be  held  ontil  Spain  oaa  fur- 
ish  lailitary  strenytb  sufficient  to  enforce  exist- 
ag  treaties*  Spanisb  subjecU  will  be  respected  ; 
Ipaoiab  ^ws  will  govern  in  all  cases  affecting 
roperty  and  person }  a  free  toleration  to  all  re- 
igioos  gaarantied,  and  trade  alike  to  all  nations. 

Colonel  Kin^  will  assume  the  command  of 
^enaaeota,  u  militarf  and  civil  Qovernor.  The 
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Spanish  laws,  so  fares  (hay  affect  personal  rights 
and  property  will  be  enforced.  Colonel  King 
will  tske  possession  of  tbe  archives  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  appoint  some  eonfidential  individual  to 
preserve  them.  It  is  all  important  that  the  record 
of  titles  and  property  should  be  carefully  secured 
He  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  the 
landed  propertf  .belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  bold  posse&siod  of  it. '  The  claims  to  prop- 
arty,  within  the  range  of  gunshot  of  Port  pL 
Charles  de  Barancas,  will  be  scrupulously  ex« 
amined  into ;  and,  should  this  prove  valid,  a  rent 
allowed,  but  poasession  in  noWise  given*  Thia 
property  is  necessary  for  Ihe  United  States,  and 
under  its  laws  may  be  held,  and  an  equivalent 
paid.  The  relreaoa  laws  .of  the  Voiied  Siatea 
will  be  esia))lished,  and  Captain  Gadsden,  ap- 
pointed to  act  as  collector ;  with  full  power  fo 
nominate  socb  sub-officers  as.  in  his  opiaioO| 
will  be  necessary  to  the  failbrul  discbarge  of  th« 
trust  reposed  in  bim.  He  will  apply  to  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola  for  miliury  aid  io  all 
cases  where  it  may  ba  necessary  to  correct  al* 
tempti  at  an  illicit  trade.  •  i 

ANDREW  JACKSON,     ^ 
MUfwr  Om.co9i^J>iv,tf  iJU  South.  ' 


Hgrmikig  le  MfiUmmmg  arieis  « 
HaAaa'aa,  Dmaioii  or  tva  Bewtw,       ' 

GENERAL  ORD^B.  ' 

Tbe  fallowing  detail  will  compose  a  special 
court,  to  convene  at  tbia  post^  at  the  boar  of  U( 
o'clock  M,  for  the  purpoae  6f  investigating  tb^ 
cbangea  against  A.  Arbutbnot,  Robert  Christy 
Aibbrister,  aod  sach  otbera  who  are  aimilarly 
situated,  as  may  be  broiigbt  before  it : 

The  court  will  recordall  the  documenta  anj 
testimony  in  the  several  cases  $  aad  their  optoioa 
as  to  tbe  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoners; 
and  what  puniabment,  if  any,  should  be  inflictedf 

Major  Geaeiai  S.  P.  OAimm,  ^rmkkm.     ^ 

iweiffiovrv. 
Colonel  Kinf .  4tb  infantry, 
Colonel  Wimams.  Tennessee  Tolt^mefera,  ' 
Lieut.  Colonel  Ginaon.  Tennessee  voldnteerai 

' '  Major  Mnhievbnig,  4tb  infantry^ . 
Major  Montgomery,  7th  infantryi' 
Captain  Vashon.  7tb  infantry, 
Colonel  Dyer.  Tennessee  volonteers, 
Lieut.  Col. Ltndsayjcorps of  artiftery, 
Lienr.  Col.  BHiott,  Tennesaee  voluateersi 
Major  Fanning,  corps  of  artinery, 
Major  Mintoo,  Georgia  mflitia, 
Captaio  Crittenden,  Kentucky  volonteers. 
Lieut.  X.  M.  Gtasseil.  4tb  infantry,  Heeordar. ' 
An  orderly  will  be'  detailed  from  General 

Gaines's  brigade;  and  tbe  court  will  sit  withool 

regard  to  hours. 
BV  order  of  Major  General  jACXaOR : 

ROBBRT  BUTLBR,  Adjt.  Oen. 
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Fort  St.  Mask's,  AptU  26. 1818. 

The  court  eontened  pnrauaot  to  the  fbregfoing 
order;  when,  beioff  duly  rworn  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner,  ana  be  being  asked  if  he  Lad  any 
objection  to  any  member  thereof,  and  replying  ia 
the  segatiTe,  the  following  charges  and  specift- 
cations  were  read,  vix : 

Char^  «f»  A.  Arbnthnot,  now  in  custody,  who 
says  he  is  a  British  subject* 

CBAftGE  1st.  Exciting  and  stirring  op  the  Creek 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States  and  her 
citizens  j  he,  A.  Arbuthnot,  being  a  subject  of 
Great  Briuin,  with  whom  the  United  Sutes  are 
at  pf  ice. 

SpedficaJtUm,  That  the  said  A.  Arbuthnot,  be- 
tween the  months  of  May  and  Jaty|Or  sotne  time 
in  Jane,  181t,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Little  Prince, 
exhorting  and  adrisfog  him  not  to  comply  with 
the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  suting  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  were  infringing  on  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  as  he  believed,  without  the 
kuowfedgi^  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
Biates;  and  advising  the  Upper  and  the  Lower 
Creeks  U»  uuif  e  f  nd  m  friendly ;  stating  that  Wil- 
liam HMtkioly  Was  th^  cnqse  of  their  disputes. 
Also,  advisibr  the  Little  Prince  to  write  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Provhtence,  who  would  write 
«viiiaRt9«l  HighBusiltim  Frioeo  i^egidiL  illta«#k 
whoaot  ch«  UoiiiNi  Siaiea  w^oM  be  oam  to  a 
eomplitjifa  wi^,  the  Tceuty  •f  Ghnt ;  tod  ad- 
visiiig  Aor  tq  givfr  up  their  itutis  under  the  Treaty 
of  Fon  lachMfl^fof  thtft  th«  Ateeriean  citizens 
would  be  compfUed  io  give  up  lo  them  all  their 
lands  under  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.     - 

Cbarge  2d,  Acting  as  a  spy,  and  aiding,  abet- 
ting, and  comforting  the  enemy — supplying  them 
^Ith  the  means  of  war. 

-  Spedjkaticn  Iff.  In  writing  a  fetter  from  9t. 
Mark's  fbrt,  dated  the  ti  April,  1818,  to  his  sou 
John,  at  Suwany,  (marked  A,)  detailing  the  ad- 
vance of  the  army  under  General  Jackson,  stating 
their  force,  probable  movements  and  intentions, 
to  be  commnnicated  to  Bowlegs,  the  chief  of  the 
Buwanv  towns,  for  his  government. 

Spedficatum  24.  In  wrillug  the  letters,  marked 
B  (uriihlaMidtte)  md  0,  ifitli  ^uelosaiet  of  Junu- 
ary  37,  1818;  and  D,  oallod  ''a  Note  of  Indian 
Talks  f  and  S,  without  date*  B|:v>ly iojtte  the  Beit- 
lab  QuycfiMiMUtf,  through  Governor  Cameron,  for 
a^itibos  of  war,  and  assistance  for  our  enemies^ 
aaakiog  false  reprcMotations.  And  also  appl]r- 
iug  to  Mr.  Bagot,  British  Ambassador,  for  his 
iDterferencc,  with  a  statetoeut  on  the  back  of  Que 
of  the  lettCM.of  niuoitioos  of  war  for  the  euemy* 

CuABOg  «J.  Eacitiog  the  Indians  to  murder 
Bud  destroy  William  Hambly  and  Bdmood  Dovle, 
BBd  causing  iheir  arrest,  with  a  view  to  t&eir 
condemnation  to  death:  and  this  seizure  of  their 
IMToperty,  on  account  ol  their  active  and  zealous 
ezfwtibns  lo  maintain  peace  betweeu  Spain  and 
the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  they  beuig 
cluzeos  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

Specijkatum  U/.  In  writing  the  letters  marked 
F.  dated  the  2eih  August,  1817$  G,  dated  the 
13th  Mav,  1817;  and  H,  threateuiog  them  with 
dcaih ;  alfeging  against  them  fafse  and  lufanoui 


charges,  and'  using  every  OAeaiia  in  his  power  to 
procure  their  crrest ;  all  which  writings  tad  sav- 
ings excited,  and  had  a  teDdeocy  to  ezci^  tae 
n^roes  and  Indians  to  acts  of  hostility  vitk  the 
United  States.    By  order  of  the  court : 

J.  M.  GLAS9ELL,  MUcaHa. 

To  which  BbarfaaBBd  apBcifaartai  thapi» 
OBtff  pleaded  mti  gmlip^ 

Toe  pffiaoBer  hBTiBf  nmitt  applieBtiBa  for 
sal,  it  waageaBted  hiaa;  wktm  tbm 
•d  to  the  exBniraBtioB  Bf  th« 


JoBM  WiMBLBTT,  B  witBoaa  OB  the  fUt  of  the 
proaeeutioa,  Mag  duly  sworn,  atmtcd  flat  some 
tioie  before  laat  July  the  Little  Priaec  icceived  a 
letter^  aigiied  bf  Mr.  AihuthBot,  ad  viahif  the  ipper 
part  of  cheuktiOB  fo  bbHc  wfth  the  lower  ckmsia 
amity ;  and  ■taiiBg  that  the  beat  ntodfe  for  Ana 
to  repoaaisM  tlWttsetrts  of  their  faiada  would  be  to 
B^te  to  hta,  ArbothBot,  aad  he  wooM  scad  « 
their  eomfAaiBts  to' the  Governor  of  f^videaet 
wheace  it  would  be  fhrwarded  to  Hit  Brfttvaie 
Majeaty,  BBd  he  wduld  have  the  teran  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent  acteaded  to;  he,  mofcoTer^ 
aiBted  bin  belief  that  tha  elicTOBohiBeBis  ea  tk 
Mfiaa  taads  were  oBkaowa  to  tte  PMfairof 
tha  United  States ;  the  witaeaa  bIbb  fieatiicd 
the  signature  of  die  leHH^'of  the  nrmna  to  kU 
aoB^  (BiBrked  A,)  referred  to  id  the  fiiat  speeii* 
canon  to  the  ateoDd  ahaiM  and  hcratofeK  bomj 
as  being  the  same  with  (ha&  aeat  to  the  Liule 
Priuicfe. 

The  witness,  oa  beiag  further  iaierrogatii 
stated  the  haj^ge  df  the  letter  alhidW  to  lo 
be,  that  the  British  Cfovemmonf,  oa  applrfiriai 
wdald  cause  to  be  upsiored  to  them  their  Jsadi 
they  b^id  in  1811,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent 

QoeatiOB  by  the  pifsooer.  Who  U  the  Little 
PrtBce,  or  is  he  known  by  any  other  aaaie  t 

Ausw^.  He  it  kaowa  by  the  same  of  Tas- 
tenokfce  Hopia,  and  is  the  seeood  chief  of  tbe 
aatiou. 

CkqesCfoa  by  tbe  pHsoBer.  Where  b  the  let- 
ter y0u  altttde  to,  or  la  whose  poaaeaaioa  t 

Answer.  It  was  l^ft  la  the  poaBesSioa  of  the 
LftUe  Prhio^  whea  flaM  saw  ft. 

Questloa  by  tbe  prisoaer.  Raa  ihit  Litdt 
Priac^  BO  other  Bama  than  what  your  aiate  t 

Aasare^.    Ifot  that  I  koow  of. 

dveatioff  by  the  prfsbaer.  Do  jola  awear  tki 
the  letter  alhided  to  wua  addre«erf  to  the  Littk 
Prlacet 

Answer.  I  do  not  It  whs  pMaented  ve  ^y 
the  Little  Prince  to  lead*  miid  interpret  for  him, 
which  I  did. 

CkvestioB  by  the  pri&oaer.  Ate  jtfa  eenaia 
that  the  letter  stated  that  the  Otiief^^Magistrate 
of  the  Udited  States  could  hate  had  no  oowi- 
edge  of  settlements  mtade  oa  Indiaii  iaadi,  or 
iujories  committed  t 

Answer.  The  letter  ttated  that  to  he  the  Be- 
lief of  the  writer. 

John  Lewis  Phbitiz,  a  wituess  oa  the  part  of 
the  prosecutioa.  being  duly  sworn,  atated,  with 
regard  to  the  firat  speci&BBtioo  of  the  secoaJ 
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charge,  that,  beidtf  at  Suwaof ,  id  the  towns, 
about  tb«  6(h  of  Tin  of  April,  he  wis  awakened 
early  in  the  mori^inf  bf  Mr.  Ambristet^s  recelir- 
inff,  by  tbe  hand^  of  a  negro,  who  got  it  from  an 
Indian,  a  letter  from  St.  Mark's,  at  that  time 
stated  by  Ainbrister  to  be  from  the  prisoner. 

doestion  hf  the  prisonetr*  iDtd  yon  see  that 
letter,  or  besfr  it  r6aa? 

Answer*  I  did  see  the  paper,  but  did  not  hear 
it  read. 

Qoestian  bv  the  prisoner.  Did  you  state  thlat 
tbe  letter  was  reeelted  hj  aii  Indian  express  f 

Answer.  8d  t^e  black  man  that  delirered  it 
laid. 

A  question  b^in^  raised  by  a  member  of  the 
soart  as  to  their  jorisdi<itrdn  on  the  third  chat-ge 
md  its  tpectflca^ons,  the  doors  were  dosed,  and, 
ifter  matdre  deliberation,  they  decided  that  this 
court  ar«  ineompet^iit  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
frftnees  alleged  in  that  charge  and  speeificatidns. 

P^Tui  B.  Cook,  a  former  clerk  to  the  prfs- 
9neV,  and  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  proaeeu- 
lioa,  b«ing  dalf  sworn,  atatedj  that,  aDout  Pe- 
sember  or  jTantiary  last,  tbe  pviaoner  had  a  largos 
lliaDliiy  «f  ji«w<^r  and  lead  iNreoghi  to  8iiwany 
in  his  Teaac^L,  which  he  s^ld  to  the  ladiatu  and 
legroea;:  (hat,  aabs^^nt  to  that  time,  which  he 


vara  taken  pcnaassioik  of  by  thfi  oegroea;  the 
nrltuess  also  identified  the'  tqllowiog  itliers  it^ 
'erred  to  in  the  foregoing  charges  and  speeifica- 
ioos,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  £, .  F,  Q,  nod  I^  as 
)eing  the.  prisoner  it  handwriting;  also  tbe  power 
)f  attorney'.  No.  1,  granted  by  the  Indians  to  A» 
fLrbathliDt     .     . 

A. 
frees  A.  ArMknoi  to  Ma  mn^M^JMnihmk  ' 

FoBT  St.  Man^a,  Avaru  8, 1818, 

Daafi  Jofin':  A^  Fkm  ill  able  to  write  a  \^ 
etter,  it  is  vl^kM^i  fo  be  brief.  Before  my  arri- 
ral  herMb9c^nja.a{i4M^^d<^^^ 
rom  the  Go?ernor  or  Fensacola,  informtog  him 
tf  a  largfll  cnibamaliefb  of  croi9f»;'4to.,  wader  fibe 
iDiwi«diaie  be«iaiaiiA  of  Qiaeru  JaeksoD}  aii 
lae  bMTf  that  btdnglM'thedeaBiitbli  rtekonedeikk^ 
{ecu  sail  of  neiiehi«ff  ArppalaekietfJa.  By  a  4e* 
iert^r  tb«t  was  bfoowlt;  aer4  by  the  fiidiaD%  tbe 
K>miiiaoiaii4  Wia  iniormed  dMi'thrree  thoosawl 
Kien^  vodei' tbr»  old4rs«f  Qeaertil  laeksbo}  oae 
Ihoosand  'lb«i  aad  ^ae;  theii4aiid  aia  kuadred 
hiorae,  QO^eV  Gmerai  CkiiiiiB ;  Ave-httndied  obder 
laotbvr  Geaieiwl  f  t#fcrt  at  PrOs)^t  Bluff,  wkeris 
th^y  afe  tabulldti^  tliebbrnt  fort.  That  ent  tboa-f 
laad  IndMmi  of  dlffkr«at  aatibna  w«re  at  Spaaiak 
Bla€  ktttldi<ij|atitfther  fork,  under  the  direetfoa  of 
Ameiiean  enleera;  that,  as  seon  as  these  forte 
were  built,  tkey  iat^oded  toi  i8areh-^tbey  bare 
ebmmeaeed*  Yesteidafy  niornfiog  advice  waa  re« 
Bvived  that  tkay  hid- appeared  near  ■■  ■  .and 
two  of  tbe  sons  of  Mci^een  and  an  ladiaa.  Lata 
in  tkt  aftaanaatt  tfcraa  ichooMaa  eama  ca  aaeior 


at  the  mouth  of  tfa^  tlrer;  and  thb  morifttig  tha 
Am^riean  flag  h  seea  fly  fag  on  the  largest.  {  am 
blocked  here;  no  Indians  will  come  with  me; 
and  I  am  now  suffering  froin  the  fatigue  ^  com- 
inghere  atone. 

The  main  drift  of  the  Amerfcans  is  to  destroy 
the  black  population  of  Sowany.  Ttll  my  friend 
Bowleck.  that  it  is  throwing  awaj  Ms  people  to 
attempt  to  resist  such  a  powerful  force  as  will  be 
down  on  Buwavy;  and  as  the  troops  adTance 
by  land,  so  will  the  vessels  by  sea.  Endeairor  to 
get  all  the  goods  orer  the  river  to  a  place  of  seca« 
rity,,as  also  tbe  skhss  of  ail  sorts  \  the  corn  must 
be  left  ;o  Its  fate.  So  sooa  as  the  Buwany  h 
destroyed,  I  expect  the  Americans  will  be  satis- 
fied and  retire;,  this  u  only  mr  opinion;  but  | 
think  It  is  cottformahtt  to  thV  demand  made  by 
(General  ChLines  of  King  Hatchy  some  month  a 
siaee.  lb  iMt,do  all  you  tan  to  sate  all  yoti  eaa ; 
save  thi^  bebka  partlonlarly.  It  is  prbbable  thb' 
eomniaaaai^c  will  reoeive  aome  comuiuaieatioa' 
fitMw  tbe  reaawis  to^ay,  whei<  he  will  kiioirmdire 
certainly  what  aia  their  moiivea  ia  eemhig  aiP 
the  fartrf  I  think  ic  is  only  to  abut  the  paasagei  to 
the  Itfdiami.  Tweoty  caoeds  went  doam  fto 
rirer  yeaierday,  aad  were  focaed  co  retard.  Tha 
road  between  this  aad  the  MiekaMkey  ii  aaid  ta 
be  stopped.  HlUto  •  fladie  aad  Himathlo  Bfto8 
n^M  here  lasta%ht>to  hearwbatTesaehi$  tbaf 
wtti  ramave  ah  thtfir  eattia  aad'eflboiaaerdsa  St. 
Markka  rhreriMa  tnnfraing,  and:  periMps  wait  nait^ 
tbfevdto  for  tke  eveat. 

Lbave  baaa«a  bttefaa  ieaa,  to  gite  yon  thaaakkj 
stance  of  what  appears  facts  that  cannot  be  doubted. 
To  enter  into  details  in  tba  present  moment  is  uae- 

Uss.  -,Ifth^echeo^eiiaiei.uraedyjEBtaUthagooda 
Oh  b^aidof  heTi  fM  let  bar  sUrt  off  /oi  Moim- 
ater  creek,  in  the  bottom  of  Cedar  Key  bay*  You 
will  there  only  hare  the  skins  to  hide  away.  But 
no  d«li^  i^fi^taka  plice,  as-  tbe  vessels  will  no 
donbk' foUo^  the  Ikad  army;  and  perhaps  even 
nbWsdm^hlrV^^dere^M.  IpravyourstriMBt 
atfeation^  for  the  (dole  that  itf  sa veffwlll  be  ef«ni» 
aidhf  mare  in  your  interest. 

liet'^h«  baarar  have  as  aaiKA  aaWpo  ai-iPfll-' 
akbktf  hiM'  two  shkis  fhr<  Ms  treble.  Hd  htt 
OrOttMd  t^  daRV^f  tiia  la  thTea,  bdt  I  gfntkim 
fear  days.    I  atii  yeOta,  ad^tianatelt', 

A.  ARBUVHNOT. 


A 


From  A,  Arbuiknoi  ta 


kf  O^mtnmtihmnim^f 


8ia)/B«MU  aMpDWtred  by  tbe  chiefs  of  the 
Lower  Creek  nation  to  represent  the  state  of  theu 

niftloa  toyoui^eicellMi^,  that  ybtt  majr  ^  pl<^Bed 
to  forwaid  tha  sattia/o»  tha  intemactoa  ofilia 
kiajaaty's  OoTamBMai^  to  Whom  aUme  ihay  kak 
Imt.  praceation  ayaiast  tke  aggvCaMat  aad  e»- 
aroaehmaata  af  the  Aneatoaaa,  I  haa  iaave  K» 
•abmit  lo  your  ascalleaav  the  eodaaea  xepraaea^ 
taiiOnl^  haaoUy  pmyidf  ibai  your  eaaaUeaey  wiU 
be  pleased  to  uke  aa  early  opixHtaaity  of  for- 
warding the  sane  co  Ckeat  Bdtaia. 

I  ua  also  ia^rtteiad  by  Bowleck,  efaief  of  thd 
Bnwany,  to  BBake4ha.4aaMnd  hareia.  anfckaadt 
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he  oe?er  havipg  had  any  share  of  the  preseou 
distributed  at  Prospect  Bluff,  though  he  rendered 
equally  essential  services  as  any  of  ibe  other  chiefs 
to  the  British  cause,  while  at  vsr  with  Ameri- 
ca; and  was  at  New  Orleans  with  a  part  of  his 
warriors.  His  frontiers  being  nore  exposed  to 
the  predatory  incursions  of  the  hack  Georgia os. 
who  enter  his  terricorv  and  drire  off  his  cattle^ 
he  Is  obliged  to  have  large  parties  out  to  watch 
their  motions  and  prevent  their  plundering;  and, 
being  deficient  of  ammunition,  he  prays  your  ex- 
cellency will  crant  his  small  demand. 

Humbly  submitting  the  same,  I  have  the  honor 
ta  be,  youx  excellency's  most  humble  servant. 

ne  kumhle  repre»eniaiion$  of  the  MtfM  oftke  Creek 
nation  to  %U  exeeUency  Ihoemor  Cameron, 

First.  We  beg  leave  torenreient  that  Bdmund 
Doyle  and  William  Hambly,  lately  clerks  at 
Pfoepeet  Bluff  to  Messrs.  Forbes,  w^  and  who 
Hill  reside  oa  ihe  Appalachieofta  river,  we  eoo* 
sUerat  the  principal  causeof  our  pre>eot  iroubUs 
and  uneasiness.  Hambly  was  the  instrumental 
oilise  of  the  fort  at  Prospect  Bluff.being  destroyed 
by  the  Americana^  by  which  we  lost  the  soppliet 
iateoded  for  our  luiure  warsw  Since  then  both 
thes*  men  have  kepi  emis^M'ies  among  ue,  tend- 
ing to  harass  and  disturb  our  repose,  and  that  of 
our  brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Upper  natioa; 
they  spread  aaeong  us  rtporu  thai  the  Coweui^ 
aided  hy  the  Americans,  are  desoeading  to  drive 
va  off  our  lands  (  they  equally  propagiia  false. 

C. 

JVoM  A.  Arbuihnoi  to  Be^mnin  MoodU,  etuhehut 
kttere  to  Chmlu  Bagot,  Bsmrirt,  BritM  Mmieter 
eUWaekini^ 

Shawmbb,  Crbek  Natiow, 

January  27, 1818. 

Si«:  The  enclosed,  containing  matter  of  sari* 
ova  moment,  and  demandinsr  the  immediaie  at- 
tention of  his  excellency  the  British  Ambassador, 
I  trust  hf  will,  for  this  time,  forgive  the  iriiling 
an^en^  of  postage,  which  1  have  cadeavcred  to 
praireBt  as  much  as  poesible  by  coeapressiag  much 
matter  in  one  sheet  of  paper.  Shonid  yon,  sir, 
be  rat  te  any  iresbleor  expense,  by  this  trou- 
ble I  give  yoo,  by  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  same,  1  will  instruct  B  m,  Dunshee,  lb  Co., 
10  order  nayment  oftbe  same. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

A.  ARBUTRNOT. 

r^rmi^  A.  JthiUkna  to  the  Bmenibk  Ckarlm  Be^oL 

Bin;'li  iawith  pain  I  agalo  obtrude  myself 
V|pM  your  txeellanoy's  ooiiee  $  but  the  presaioir 
seUeitaiioaaof  theahiefaof  theCivek  oatm,  and 
the  deplorable  sitnatioa  ts  which  they  are  placed 
by  the  wanton  aggreisHnM  of  the  Americans,  I 
trast  your  esoelleney  will  tak«  as  a  suiBcieBt 
apology  for  the  present  imrosioa. 

In  August  last,  the  head  chief  of  the  Seminole 
ladiaas  received  a  Icuer  from  Gkn^ral  Gaines,  of 
wlnah  ihava  takaa  tha  liberty  of  a«oexing  yonr 


excellency. the  contents  as  delivered  naebftbe 
ehiePs  head  English  interpreter,  with  KiQ|  Hst- 
chy*s  reply  thereto. 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  intenJci  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  the  chief,  and  asee(U\& 
the  force  necessary  to  overrun  the  Datioa ;  foi, 
from  then,,  until  the  actual  attack  was  madeoa 
Fowltown,  the  same  General,  with  General  Jack- 
son, seem  to  have  been  coilectiog  troops  and  tet- 
tling  in  various  quarters. 

If  your  excellency  desires  to  h«T«  farther  ia- 
formatioo  respectiogthe  situation  of  this  eoootry 
and  its  iobabitanls,  I  can,  from  time  to  time, 
inform  your  excellency  of  sucif  facta  and  cireooi- 
stances  as  are  stated  to  me  by  chiefs  of  ksovn 
veracity,  or  which  may  come  under  my  ows  ob- 
servation ;  and  your  excellency's  order,  address^ 
to  me  at  New  Providence,  will  either  find  me 
there^  or  be  forwarded  me  to  this  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  kc, 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  servmaL 

A«A 


The  foHowittg  memonndom  was  oa  the  back 
of  the  foregoing  letter : 

KiogHstcfay,  1000;  Boleeh  1,500;  OmBffjo 
Chociawhachy,  GOO;  Himashy  Mtso  Cbatieki- 
eby,  600;  at  present  with  Hitlisajo  — — ;  at  pres- 
ent nnder  arms,  1,000  and  more ;  attaefcl^  these 
Americans  who  have  made  inroads  oa  their  ter* 
ritory. 

A  quantity  of  gunpowder,  lead  mashets,  and 
flints,  sufficient  to  arm  one  tboasaador  two  thoa- 
sand  men. 

Muskets,  1,000;  arms  smaller,  if  poaadhie. 

10,000  flints,  a  proportion  of  rifle  pac  op  oep^ 
ante. 

50  casks  gunpowder,  a  proportion  for  rM& 

8,000  knives,  six  to  nine  inch  blidi^  good 
quality. 

1,000  tomahawks. 

100  pounds  vermiUioa. 

SPOO  poanda  lead,  independent  of  ball  for  maa- 
ket.  KINQ  HATCHT, 

BOtBCK. 

.FWmi  General  Omna  fe<Ae  SemmoU  Ckirfi 

Yoar  Seminoles  are  very  bad  f>eople ;  I  doa't  say 
whom.  You  have  mardeved  oaaay  of  my  peaok^ 
aad  sialea  my  cattle  and  maay  goad  horaea,  that 
aoat  Bie  money  |  and  OMvy  food  hoaaaa  that  cose 
me  moaey  you  have  burnt  mc  me;  aad  aaw,that 
you  aie  my  writing,  yoall  ihiak  I  hava  apokea 
right.  I  know  it  is  ao;  yoa  know  it  aa  ao;  ior 
new  yon  may  say  I  will  go  apoa  yoa  at  raaiaa; 
bat  just  give  me  the  marderar%  aad  i  will  shew 
them  my  law  i  and,  whea  that  ia  fiAiahad  aad 
past,  if  yoa  will  come  about  aay  of  my  paoplc^ 
you  will  see  your  friends  |  and,  if  yoa  aee  mc, 
yoa  will  see  your  friend.  Bat  there  la  aamechiag 
out  in  the  sea—a  bird  with  a  forked  laaK«e— 
whip  bim  back  before  he  laada,  for  he  wiU  te 
the  rain  of  you  vet.  Pierhape  yoa  do  aoi  aader- 
stand  who  or  wiiat  Imea»*l  meaa  tha  aaaia  aC 
fioglisboMn. 

1  tall  yoa  this,  that  if  yoa  4a  aoc  ^va  m%  up 
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the  murderers  wbo  murdered  my  people,  I  say  I 
have  got  good  strong  warriors,  with  scalping- 
knivea  and  tomahawks.  Tou  harbor  a  great  many 
of  my  black  people  among  yoa  at  Sabwaboee. 
If  yuu  give  me  lea  re  to  go  by  you  against  them, 
I  snail  not  burt  anything  belonging  to  you. 

(fBNERAL  OAINES. 
To  the  Seminole  Cbiep. 

F^^nm  King  Baidky  to  Ometul  Oainet,  in  amwer  to 

tUfo^tgofng, 

Y'ou  charge  me  with  killing  your  people,  steal- 
ing^ your  cattle,  and  burning  your  houses ;  ft  is  I 
thac  hare  cause  to  complain  of  the  Americans. 
While  one  American  has  been  justly  killed,  while 
in  the  act  of  stealing  cattle,  more  than  four  In- 
dians while  bunting  hare  been  murdered  by  these 
lawless  freebooters.  I  harbor  no  neeroes.  When 
the  Saigllshmen  were  at  war  with  America,  soAie 
took  shelter  among  them ;  and  it  is  for  you  white 
peoplw  to  settle  those  things  among  yourselves, 
and  n  ot  trouble  us  with  what  we  know  nothing 
about.  I  shall  use  force  to  stop  any  armed  Amer- 
icana fVom  passing  my  towns  or  my  lands. 

KINQHATCHY. 

To  General  B.  P.  Gaines. 

D. 

^bfe  if  Indian  TaUu. 

In  Aagost,  Capp  had  a  letter  froni  General 
Gaioes,  ia  sttbstaaee  as  aonexed^  No.  1 ;  and  re- 
turned the  answer,  as  by  No.  2:  nothing  further 
was  said  on  either  side.  The  end  of  October,  a 
party  of  Amerioaas  from  a  fort  on  Flint  river 
aarruunded  Fowltown  during  the  night,  and  be- 
gan burning  it.  The  ladiaos  then  in  it  fled  to 
the  swamp,  and  in  their  flight  had  three  persons 
killed  by  fire  from  the  Americans  ;  ihey  rallied 
their  peoptey  and  foieed  the  Americans  to  retire 
some  distance,  bat  not  before  they  had  two  mpre 

Sersons  killed.    The  Americans  built  a  block- 
ouse  or  fort  where  they  had  fallen  back  to»  and 
immediately  sent  to  the  fort  up  the  ceuntry  for 
assistance,  staling  the  Indians  were  the  aggres- 
sors; and  also  settled  with  Inhemocklo,  for  the 
loss  his  people  had  sofieved ;  at  jthe  same  time 
sending  a  talk  to  King  Hatchy,  by  a  head  man, 
Apioy,  that  he  would  pat  things  in  such  a  traios 
as  to  prevent  further  encroachments,  and  get 
those  Americans  to  leave  the  fort.  But  no  sooner 
waa  the  good  talkgiven^and  before  the  bearer  of 
it  returned  home,  than  hundreds  of  Americans 
came  pouring  down  on  the  Indians,  roused  them 
to  a  seoiee  of  their  own  danger,. they  flew  to  arms, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  support  them  ever 
since.    It  is  not  alooe  from  the  country,  but  by 
vessels  entering  Appalachicola  river  with  troops, 
and  settlers  are  pouring  into  the  Indian  territory, 
and,  if  permitted  to  continue,  will  soon  overrun 
the  whole  of  the  Indian  lands.    From  the  talk 
sent  King  Hatehy,  by  Governor  Mitchell,  I  am 
in  hopes  that  those  aggressions  of  the  Americans 
on  the  Indian  territory  are  not  countenanced  by 
the  American  Government,  but  originate  with 
men  devoid  of  prinelplei  who  set  laws  and  in- 
atroetions  at  defianc^  and  slick  at  no  cruelty 


and  oppression  to  obtain  their  efads.  Against 
such  oppressions  the  American  Government  must 
use  not  only  all  their  influence,  but,  if  necessary, 
force,  or  their  names  will  be  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity as  a  nation  more  cruel  and  savage  to  the 
unfortunate  aborigines  of  this  country,  than  ever 
were  the  Spaniards  in  more  dark  ages  to  the  na- 
tioos  of  South  America. 

The  Bnglish  Government,  as  the  special  pro- 
tectors of  the  Indian  nations,  and  on  whom  alone 
they  rely  for  assistance,  ought  to  step  forward 
and  save  those  unfortunate  people  from  ruin. 
And  as  you,  sir,  are  appointed  to  watch  over  their 
interests,  it  is  my  duty  as  an  Englishman,  and 
the  only  one  in  tnis  part  of  the  Indian  nation,  (o 
instruct  you  of  the  talks  the  chiefs  bring  me  for 
your  information ;  and  I  sincerely  trust,  sir,  you 
will  use  the  powers  you  are  vested  with  for  the 
service  and  protection  of  those  unfortunate  people, 
who  look  up  to  you  as  their  saviour.  1  have 
written  General  Mitchell,  who  I  hear  is  an  ex- 
cellent man,  and,  as  he  acts  as  Indian  agent^I 
hope  his  influence  will  stop  the  torrent  of  inno- 
vators, and  give  peace  and  quietness  to  the  Creek 
nation. 

I  prav  your  excellency  will  pardon  this  intm- 
sion,  which  nothing  but  the  urgency  of  the  case 
would  have  induced  me  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dbc. 

P^nm  Ot^piMmUeo  and  Bowltck  to  OcwmetrVm^ 


It  is  with  pain  we  are  again  obli|(ed  to  obtrude 
ourselves  on  your  excellency's  notice,  in  conaa- 
quence  of  the  cruel  war  we  have  been  (breed  into 
by  the  irruptions  of  the  Americans  into  the  heart 
of  our  lands.  It  will  be  first  necessary  to  state  to 
your  excellency,  that  one  head  chief,  Kinhyahi 
received  a  letter  from  General  Gaines  in  August 
last  I  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  with  the  an- 
swer returned  thereto.  This  letter  only  appears 
to  have  been  a  prelude  to  plans  determined  on  by 
the  said  General  acid  General  Jackson,  to  bring 
on  troops  and  settlers  to  drive  us  from  our  lands, 
and  take  possession  of  them;  for.  in  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, a  party  of  Americans  surrounded  Fowltown 
during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  began  set- 
ting fire  to  it,  makinff  the  unfortunate  tnhabitaiiis 
fly  to  the  swamp,  and  who  in  their  flight  had  three 

fiersons  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  Americans.  Our 
ndians  rallying,  drove  the  Americans  from  the 
town,  but  in  their  exertions  had  two  more  of  thqtr 
people  killed.  The  Americans  retired  some  dis- 
tance, and  built  a  fort  or  blockhouse  to  protect 
themselves,  until  the  assistance  they  had  sent  for 
to  the  fort  up  the  country  should  arrive.  A  let- 
ter falling  into  the  hands  of  General  Mitchell, 
the  Indian  agent,  which  states  the  Indians  to 
have  been  the  aggressors,  he  suspected  its  trut|i, 
and,  on  inquiry,  found  it  was  the  i:e  verse ;  in  oca* 
sequence,  he  made  satisfaction  to  Inhinoothv^ 
the  chiet  of  Fowltown,  and  his  people,  for  the 
injuries  they  had  susuined :  at  the  same  time,^he 
desired  a  talk  to  be  sent  to  our  head  cbief,  stating 


dBDoL 


90U 


Offeai  ^  !J^  Simi^  J^*^*^ 


hji9  wish  to  see  all  the  ladiana  frieods,  and  that 
jn  twenty  days  h^  would  send  and  get  the.Amer- 
ieans  to  retire  from  the  forts.  Qat  this  has  had 
no  effect  on  the  lawless  invaders  of  our  soil ;  for 
^fore  the  hearer  of  our  talks  could  return  home, 
ne  met  hundreds  of  Americmis  descending  on  us. 
They  have  also  settlers  and  troops  which  come 
from  Mobile,  and  go  up  the  Appalachicola  river. 
Thus,  seeing  no  end  to  those  inroads,  necefsity 
compels  us  to  have  recourse  toiirms;  and  our 
hretniren  are  now  fighting  for  the  lands  they  in- 
herited from  their  fathers,  for  their  families  and 
friepds. 

But  what  will  our  exertions  do  without  assist- 
ance i  Our  sipews  of  war  are  almost  spent ; 
and  harass^  as  we  have  been  for  years,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  lay  by  the  means  for  our  extra- 
ordinary wants;  and  to  whom  can  we  look  up 
to  for  protection  and  support,  but  to  those  friends 
who  have  at  all  former  times  held  fortji  their 
hands  to  uphold  us,  and  who  have  sworn  in  their 
^  late  treaty  with  the  Americans  to  see  our  just 
lights  and  privileges  resjpected  and  protected  from 
Insult  and  aggression?  VTe  now  call  on  your 
excellency,  as  the  representative  of  our  good 
father  Bang  Qeorge^  to  jsend  us  such  aid  in  91m* 
munition  as  we  are  absolutely  in  want  of;  and, 
as  our  brother  chief,  Hillisajo,  was  ioformed, 
when  in  JSngland,  that  when  ammunition  was 
wanted  to  enable  us  to  protect  our  jusi  rights, 
that  your  excellency  would  supply  us  with  what 
was  necessary.    We  haye  applied  to  the  Spanish 

f^oe^  aUb^^QCtof  9t,AlafV«rlW^^»«  W^U  «»P- 
ply  prevented  his  beinga^e  to  assist  us,  and  we 
nave  only  on  your  excellency  to  depend.  We 
likewise  pray  your  excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  send  an  officer  or  person  to  lead  txs  right,  and 
to  apportion  the  supply  you  may  be  pleased  to 
send  us  9^reeably  to  our  proper  wants. 

In  praying  your  excellency  will  lend  an  ear  to 
otir  oetnand,  and  despatch  it  without  delay,  we 
remain  your  excellency^i  faithful  and  most  obe- 
iMent  friends  and  servants, 

CAPPICHIMICCO, 

fiOLBCK, 
fbr  Qunelvea  and  all  the  other 
chiefit  of  the  Loioer  Oreek  nation, 

F. 

JMPtfim  4.  ArhtOknot  ta  CalaneiJSdi^ardi  mchafli. 

Nassau,  N.  P.  AMgwt  86, 1817. 

Sir  :  Especiiliy  authorized  by  the  chiefs  of  ihe 

Creek  nation,  wi^ose  names  I  affix  to  the  present, 

I  am  desired  to  address  you,  that  you  rnay  lay 

'  their  complaint  before  His  (Majesty's  Government. 

They  desire  it  to  be  made  known  that  they  have 

'tet)lieitly  followed  your  advice  in  liviag  friendly 

With  the  Americans  who  were  their  neighbors, 

and  nowise  attempted  to  molest  them,  though 

the^  have  seen  the  Americans  encroach  on  their 

territory,  burning  their  towns,  and  inaking  fields 

where  their  houies  stood.    Rather  than  make 

vesistance  they  bave  retired  lower  in  the  penin- 

'  jala.    The  town  of  Eahalkway,  on  the  Cbata- 

hooehee,  where  Oiismicco  was  chief,  is  one  in- 


.stanes  of  the  eneroachmeDts  of  the  AjKnesJia. 
'This  town  is  situated  under  the'guiis  of  Fort 
Gaioes ;  and  Mieco  w^  desired  to  sulmiit  to  the 
Americans  or  his  town  would  be  blowA  toatoos. 
Rather  than  do  so,  he  ret  tired,  and  is  now  liTiag 
in  the  lower  nation,  and  bis  fields,  and  even  wbeia 
tha  town.^too^  is  plpjKhad  op  by  the  Americana. 
They  compl^iti  6r  tli7'|CBglish  GovenuaieBt  ne- 
glecting them,  after  haVtng  drawn  them  into  a 

war  iWMh  Avtrkf ;  A9iijW^mrt  .tew  *t  kffc 
your  promise  of  s«i^du^^fefl||ie  to  reside  among 
them ;  and  that  if  t^^ y  have  nut  aov^  necsoa  or 
persons  resident  iji  the  fiation  to  walch  over  ihetr 
'intexesty  they  will  soon  be  driven  to  the  cxtrem* 
Ity  of  the  peninsula.  Tou  left  M c  HaoMy  10 
mi^ch  over  the  interest  of  the  Creek  nation,  but 
you  had  hardly  left  the  nation  when  be  tamed 
traitor,  and  was  led  bv  Forbes  to  ul|e  the  pan  oC 
the  'Americans.  His  letter  to  me,  of  wliich  I  &a* 
nex  you  a  copy,  will  show  you  what  leiigtl  he 
could  go  if  he  had  the  means.  It  is  HamlQy  and 
Doyle  who  give  the  Indians  all  the  trooble  ih£y 
experience.  They  send  their  emiasar irs  amig 
the  Lower  Creeks,  and  make  Lhem  believe  ikt 
Co^RretiV^  ^if^  WtUkfi  Americans,  are  comiog  to 
destroy  them.  Thus  hpth  are  uat  in  ffp^  Mud 
their  fields  are  neglected,  anoT  hanting  is  not 
thought  of.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  away  ibis 
fear,  by  writing  tt^e  chief  of  the  Coweta  towns 
that  they  ought  to  live  on  friendly  terms  with 
their  brelhren  of  the  lower  aation,  whose  imhes 
were  to  be  on  good  terms  with  them,  and  not  id 
listen  to  any  Md  talks,  but  to  chase  those  that 
give  lhem  from  among  them.  My  letter  was  an- 
swered from  them  rather  farottMf ;  and  1  hope 
ihe  talk  that  was  sent  {o  the  Big  Warrior  itir 
June  will  heal  the  diffi^reoce  between  them.  SB- 
lisajo  arrived  In  my  se)iooiier  at  the  OeUsekaee 
Sound  last  Jkine,  and  was  well  received  hfsJf  the 
chiefs  and  others  who  came  ?•  wffcseae  him 
home.  In  eoosequence  pf  bis  arriTal  a  tolk  was 
held,  the  substance  of  which  was  pat  oa  ptper  fv 
them ;  and  it  was  seot,  with  a  pipe  <rf  peaee^  10 
the  other  nations.  HHlisajo  wished  to  retvm  10 
Nassau  with  me,  hof  I  prevailed  on  him  to  stay 
in  the  nation,  and  Keep  (hem  at  peaee.  I  regret, 
sir,  to  notice  this  poor  ^nsn's  affiiiis,  though,  by 
his  desire,  it  appeared  ihkt  hi  arrived  at  Nassau 
a  short  time  after!  had  left  it  in  Jannary,  and 
Captain  W.  being  here  took  charge  of  him,  bis 
goods,  and  money,  prevailing  oa  the  GoVemor  10 
hi  him  stay  with  him  until  he  went  down  to  the 
nation,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  do.  Of  tbe 
money  received  of  Governor  Cameron,  he  bad 
only  given  him  eighty  dollars,  by  Captain  W.  a 
barrerof  sugar,  a  bag  of  coffee,  and  a  small  kee 
of  rum.  And  the  interpreter,  Tbugart,  informed 
that  when  Hillisajo  asked  for  an  aeconnt,  Ca^ 
tahi  W.  refused  it,  saying  it  would  be  nseless  to 
a  man  who  could  not  read.  He  also  asissei  two 
cases;  one  of  which  contains,  he  think%  crock- 
ery. I  have  made  inquiry  of  iiis  iki^^esiy's  oid- 
nance  storekeeper,  and  be  informs  me  the  whafe 
were  delivered  to  Captain  W.  5  they  tre,  ifc««- 
fore,  lost  to  Hillisajo. 
I  am  desired  to  return  HilliaSjo*s  wamaest  at- 
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knoirlfidmejiu  for  tb«  Tery  haiidsoqie  uuttoer 
joQ  treated  him  iq  BogtaDd/and  he  beasbis 
prayer  am  be  laid  at  the  toot  of  His  Royal  niffh- 
ness  the  rriace  Kei(e.oL  I  left  him  aod  all  nis 
family  Wjell  ofi  the  2Qih  Juae«  0|d  Cappichimicco 
desires  me  to  sead  hia  best  respects,  aod  requests 
that  yoa  will  send  oat  some  people  to  live  amonff 
them,  and. all  the  land  they  took  from  Forbes  shall 
he  theirs;  at  all  events,  they  must  have  ap  agent 
among  tb^m  to  see  that  the  Ameri.caqs  adhere  to 
the  treaty,  and  permit  them  to  live  unmolested 
00  their  own  lands.  This  agent  should  be  au- 
thorized by  His  Majesty's  Government,  ot  he  will 
not  be  attended  to  by  the  Americaqs,  In  the 
gazcf^fBipf.Geor^a  the  Americans  report  the  Sem- 
inole lotfians  are  continually  committing  mur- 
ders on  their  borders,  aod  making  incursions  into 
the  State.  These  are  fabrications,  tending  to 
irtitatc  the  Amerieaii  CFomnmeni  a^lnst  fhe 
poor  Indians ;  for,  duriiig  the  time  I  was  in  the 
nation,  th^re  was  only  one  Aa^erijcaa  killed,  and 
he  with  two  others  were  in  the  act  of  driving  oflf 
cattle  belonging  to  Bowlegs,  chief  of  Suwaoee; 
whereas,  three  men  and  a  boy  were  killed  last 
Jane  hj  a  party  of  American  cattle  stealers,  while 
in  fhfliiT  iiMntinff  camps;  the  boy  they  scalped, 
and  one  of  Bowlegs'  head  men  was  killed  in  St. 
John's  liver,  in  July.  The  back  wood  Georgians, 
and  those  resident  pn  the  borders  of  the  lodiaA 
nation,  a^  continually  entering  it,  and  delving 
oS  cattU,  They  have,  in  some  instances,  made 
^etiIemeoti,and  particularly  on  the  Choctahatchy 
river,  where  a  considerable  number  have  de- 
scended. 

By  the  ue^ty  with  Great  Britain,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  to  give  up  to  the  Indians  all  the  lands 
that  mar  have  been  taken  from  them  during  the 
war,  aad  place  them  on  the  same  footing  they 
were  in  Isll.    It  appears  they  have  not  done  so; 
that  Fort  Gaines,  on   the  Chatahoochee,   aod 
Camp  Crawford,  on  the  Flint  river,  are  both  on 
Indian  territory,  that  fras  not  in  possession  of 
America  in  1811.    They  are  fearful  that,  before 
anv  aid  is  given  by  the  Bloglish  GovernmeiH,  they 
will  no  lunger  be  in  possession  of  any  territoi^. 
I  v^rote  last  January  to  his  excellency  the  hpnoir- 
abl«  Cb^rle^  Bagot,  respecting  the  encroachments 
of     the  Americans,  as  I  was  informed,  by  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honorable  Earl 
Satnunt,  banded  me  by  his  excellency  Governor 
Oajneroi^  that  Bis  Majesty's  Amhassador  had 
received  orders  to  Wfkich  over  the  interests  of  the 
Indians.    8ince  my  return  here  I  have  received 
of  Mr.  jloodie,  of  Charleston,  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  honorable  Charles  Bagot,  that  the 
expense  of  postage  is  so  considerable,  any  further 
communications  of  the  same  nature  must  be  sefit 
bim  by  private  bands.    Now,  sir,  as  no  person 
goes  fcom  this  direct  to  Washington,  bow  am  I 
to  be  able  to  comply  with  his  desire  1    Thus  he 
-wriU  be  kept  ignorant  of  the  situation  of  the  poor 
Indians,  and  the  encroachments  daily  made  on 
their  lands  by  the  American  settlers,  while  he 
may  be  told  by  the  American  Government  tbat 
no  encroachments  have  been  made,  and  that  the 
forts  they  still  hold  are  necessary  to  check  the. 


ttaruly  Saminoles.  Thus  the  person  appointed 
to  watch  over  the  interest  of  the  Indians  baviaf 
no  other  means  of  information  than  from  the 
oartles  interested  in  their  destruction,  and  seeing^ 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  American  gazettes,  ac- 
counts of  cruel  murders,  d&c,  committed  by  the 
Indians  on  the. frontier  settlements  of  the  United 
Staiesp  he  apprehends  the  Indians  merit  all  th.e 
Americans  do  lo  them. 

But  let  His  Majesty's  Government  appoint  aa 
agent,  with  full  powers  to  correspond  with  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Washington,  and  bis 
eves  will  then  be  opened  as  to  the  the  inotives  of 
that  influence,  American  individuals  as  well  as 
the  Government,  in  vilifying  the  Indians. 

The  power  |^iven  me,  and  the  instructionsi 
were  to  memorialize  His  Majesty's  Government, 
as  well  as  the  Governor  General  at  Havana  |  bi)( 
if  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  letter  before  Hii 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  Sta^te^  it  will  save  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  first ;  and  I  fear  that  a  memorial  to 
the  Gbvernor  General  would  be  of  no  use. 

Referring  you  to  the  answer,  I  am.  dbe. 

A.  AABaTHNOT- . 

To  I^ieut.  Col.  EnwABo  NtcaoLLs. 

G. 

Awn  A.  Jrbuiknai  to  WiUiam  HmMy. 

OcKLOcXNES  SouiiD,  May  3, 1817. 

Si/a :  On  my  return  home,  this  day.  I  reeeiyed 
a  letter  signed  hy  you,  and  dated  23a  Marchu  Aa 
you  tberein  take  the  liberty  of  ad  vising  me*  4*  yof{ 
soy,  by  order  of  it^e  chiefs  of  the  Creek  ojfitiga,  t 
am  glad  of,  and  shall  embrace  this  opening  yoA 
gave  me,  and  reply  to  you  at  some  length;  atodi 
-sir,  let  me  premise  thaL  when  you  lived  at  Pfos- 
pect  BLufi^  a  clerk  to  Messrs.  Forbes  db  Co.,  yoa 
did  not  consider  Cappichimicco,  MoC^eea,  or 
any  other  of  the  cbie^  of  the  lorw^r  nation,  as 
outlaw^,  not  have  they  ever  been  coasidered  as 
such  bv  the  KngUsh  GovernmeiM,  who  are  tkf 
especial  protectors  of  th^  J[ndian  nation  i  and  il 
ill  becomes  Mr.  Hambly  to  eall  CigppicMP^ie^ 
an  outlaw,  tbat  man  who  has  ever  been  bis  friend, 
and  by  bis  authority  has  prolonged  bis  life.  Yef^ 
sir,  the  youns;  chiefs  and  warriors  q(  \k9  Creek 
nation,  considering  you  as  the  chief  cause  of  their 
troubles,  would  have  loiu^  ere  this  had  ppsses^ipa 
of  you,  and  perhaps  with  your  life  made  you  nay 
the  forfeit  for  the  injuries  heaped  on  them,  baf 
not  that  man,  who  has  been  your  friend  from  your 
early  youth,  stepped  in  as  your  protector.  Ve^ 
this  is  the  man  who  Mr.  Hambly  presumes  to  call 
an  outlaw.  A  pardoned  villain,  when  going  U> 
the  gatlow&  would  bless  the  band  that  saved  hifi 
li^e;  butM.r  Hambly  blasphemes  bis  saviour.  • 

As  Mr.  Ifambly's  generous  friend  is  the  prior 
cipal  cause  of  my  t^ing  in  this  country,  as  w^ 
honest  man  1  shall  endeavor  to  fulfil  my  promise 
to  him  and  the  other  chiefs.  The  guilty  aione  have 
fear ;  an  honest  and  upright  man  dreads  no  dan- 
ger, fears  no  evil,  as  be  commits  no  ill ;  and  your 
arm  of  justice  ought  to  be  applied  where  it  would 
rightly  fall  on  the  beads  of  the  really  guilty.  Tour 
mean  and  vile  insinuations,  that  have  been  %Ufi 
cause  of  thefts  and  murders,  co^  ill  from  him 
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who  has  been  the  cmuie  of  the  murder  of  hundreds. 
Though  your  usage  was  made  yillanous  at  the 
fort,  yet  your  reveoffe  was  too  sa? age  and  sanguin- 
ary. If  your  conduct,  sir,  to  the  Indians  were 
guided  by  as  pore  moti?es  as  mine,  yon  would 
endeavor  to  influence  them,  and  respect  each 
other  as  brothers,  and  lire  in  harmony  and  friend- 
ship, cultivating  their  lands  in  Bummer,  and  tak- 
ing their  diversions  of  bunting  in  Winter,  respect- 
ing their  neighbors,  and  making  yourselves 
respected  by  them.  If  thus,  sir,  you  would  act, 
(and  by  your  knowledge  of  their  language  you 
have  much  more  in  your  power  than  any  other 
man.)  you  would  then  be  the  true  friend  of  the 
Indians.  Were  I  an  instigator  of  thefts  and  mur- 
der, would  I  hold  the  language  I  have  done  to  the 
chiefs  and  others  who  have  called  on  me?  Ask 
the  lieutenant  commanding  at  Fort  Gaines,  if  my 
letter  to  him  breathed  the  strains  of  murder? 
Ask  Opy  Hatchy,  or  Dany,  bis  interpreter,  if  the 
recommendatory  note  I  sent  him  by  order  of 
Apiny;  could  be  written  bv  an  instigator  of  mur- 
der ?  Ask  Apiny  himselr  if  my  language  to  him 
was  that  of  a  murderer?  Ask  Ma ppal itchy,  a 
chief  residing  among  the  Americans  on  Oakmul- 

£«,  if  my  language  and  advice  to  him  favored 
at  of  a  murderer?  All  tboae  and  every  Indian 
who  has  heard  my  talks,  will  contradict  your  vile 
assertions. 

But  Mappaliteby  has  given  the  a  clue  by  which 
I  can  unravel  from  whence  the  aspersions  come, 
not  from  Apiny,  Hatchy,  or  any  of  the  chiefs  of 
iha  upper  towns,  but  from  him  who  endeavors  to 
lead  them  to  mischief  and  quarrels  with  each 
other. 

Did  not  the  chiefs  hear  my  note  read  with  re- 
spect, and  perfectly  according  to  my  sentiments 
of  being[  aU  as  brethren,  uniting  in  the  bonds  of 
friendship  and  love  ?  Did  not  they  agree  to  smoke 
the  pipe  of  peace  with  their  brethren  of  the  lower 
nation,  and  live  In  future  as  brothers?  What 
made  some  of  them  alter  their  minds  afterwards? 
The  interference  of  a  humane  man,  who  counsels 
them  to  write  me,  demanding  my  removal  from 
a  band  of  outlaws,* and  which  letter  is  signed 
**  William  Hambiv." 

I  shall  only  maae  one  more  observation,  and 
that  will  show  from  whence  I  came,  and  whether 
I  came  among  the  Indians  as  a  revenger  or  as  the 
friend  of  peace  and  harmony. 
,  In  the  Spring  of  1816,  Mr.  Hambly  sent  Gov- 
ernor Cameron  a  letter^  containing  talks  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Indian  nations;  they  were  forward- 
ed to  England,  and  his  eicellency  handed  me,  on 
my  leaving  Providence,  an  answer  thereto  from 
the  right  honorable  Earl  Bathurst,  one  of  His 
Majesty's  chief  Secretaries  of  State,  that  I  might 
make  the  same  known  to  the  chiefs  on  my  arrival 
in  the  nation.  What  will  Governor  Cameron 
think  of  the  man  who,  in  1816,  could  write  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  Americans  on  the  In- 
dian nation,  and,  in  the  Spring  of  1817,  call  the 
chiefs  of  that  nation,  for  whom  he  more  especially 
wrote,  outlaws?  ^4r.  Hambly  may  sell  his  scr- 
▼ices  to  America;  but  no  man  can  expatriate 
Umself  from  thatallegianceduetohis  nativecoun- 


try;  and  a  government  may  call  oniimilj 
nation  to  give  op  a  subject  that  hai  scrioasif 
wronged  her.  I  recommend  Mr.  Hiably  to 
be  content  with  the  douceur  he  mifbaTeie 
ceived.  and  permit  the  unlettered  Indian  to  live 
quietly  and  peaceably  on  his  nstireliod. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  letter,  viih  the  ok 
from  vou,  to  be  read  by  the  chiefs  of  this  oitioi 
and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  take  an  opDortaniij 
of  expressing  myself  more  fully  than  I  did  iotit 
note  sent  by  Apiny. 

Wishing  you  a  speedy  recantation  of  foor  er- 
rors, and  a  return  to  your  former  way  of  tiiifli/oj, 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

H. 
LetUr  from  A.  ArbtOhud  to  ikt  Gmfm  of 


The  chiefs  of  the  Creek  natioD,  whose  uoes 
are  hereunto  annexed,  beg  leave  to  spproiebfoor 
excellency,  and  represent  their  con pliiots.  Inf 
Imposed  on  by  the  per&ons  keeping  stores  iotlis 
country,  in  charging  us  exorbitaot  prices  for f^eir 
goods,  while  they  on Iv  allow  os  arfrf(n% 
one  for  our  peltry,  we  nave  found  it  neemry » 
look  out  for  a  person  that  will  deal  ivAyw^^ 
us,  and  we  wish  to  establish  a  store  for  bin  oi 
Appalachieola  river.  We  have  made  ipplinoa 
to  the  commander  of  St.  Mark's,  and  Ik  referrfi 
us  to  your  excellency.  It  is  not  alone  tbe  iopo- 
sition  that  has  been  practised  upon  os,thii  to 
made  us  presume  to  address  yoarexcelleocf;** 
have  complaints  of  a  more  serioas  ostore a|UB<( 
the  persons  employed  by  the  only  house  im'w 
been  established  among  us,  that  of  Mr.Forn 

In  the  first  place,  some  years  back,  luder  aw 
pretences,  they  attempted  to  rob  nsofirrrf  arfe 
portion  of  our  best  lands;  and  wetkenorereM* 
ily  acceded  to  it,  from  the  faithfoi  pnxBitt  Si^a 
us  that  they  would  get  English  P«1*V"*It 
it.  and  live  among  us,  but,  far  from  doiD^r; 
Mr.  Forbes  attempted  to  sell  it  to  the  AiB<!Jr 
Government,  and  settle  it  with  Americtw.  rw| 
finding  ourselves  deceived  and  iiDposedoD.it 
withdrew  our  grant  about  three  1^^  r^ 
which,  from  the  stipulations  conuioed  iher» 

not  being  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Forbes,  JJ 
conceived  we  had  a  right  to  do.  Secondlf.  »• 
Doyle  and  Mr.  Hambly,  the  two  per»dDsWf» 
the  nation  to  carry  on  Mr.  Porbes's  boiij^ 
have,  for  more  than  two  years,  been  en^'^W 
to  influence  us  to  join  the  American*;  aw'-r 
ing  that  fair  means  would  not  aecMwas  i^^ 
attachments  to  our  ancient  friends  ^^^^^ 
they  have  recently  had  recourse  ^'^  "Tjn 
briozing  the  Americans  down  upon  ns;  ^^  .|^ 
people  only  want  a  pretext  to  attack  os.*  . 
the  said  Doyle  and  Hambly  «tiempiwg^ 
them,  by  spreading  false  reporisof  ourmfl  fl«V» 
the  Americans,  stealing  their  cattle,  tnd  pf  fj^ 
for  war  against  them,  while,  in  '*^'»  ,11^ 
Americans  who  murder  our  ""^^  ^'^ j  !;  Agilf 
our  cattle  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  and  tf«  ' 
encroaching  on  our  lands,  and  maintaioiBi 
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tettlen  in  their  ilt^otMii  possessions  by  armed 
force. 

Od  the  Choctabatehy  rirer  there  are  a  large 
body  of  Amerieans  formiDg settlements,  and  more 
are  daily  joining  them.  As  this  river  is  far  within 
that  line  marked  out  by  your  ezcelleoey's  Qor- 
ernment  and  the  Americans,  some  years  since, 
(alihoagb  that  line  was  unknown  tons  until  rery 
lately,  and  we  neyer  gaye  ear  sanction,  nor,  in 
fact,  knew  of  any  sale  of  our  lands  made  to  the 
Americans,)  we  trust  your  excellency  will  give 
order  to  displace  ihem  from  within  the  line,  and 
seod  them  back  to  their  own  country.  Our  de- 
hiying  to  address  your  excellency  to  represent  the 
foremen tioned  grierances  has  been  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  person  to  attend  to  our  talks,  and  put 
them  in  wrftinff  for  us.  The  commander  of  the 
fori  at  St.  Mark's  has  heard  all  of  our  talks  and 
complaints.  He  approves  of  what  we  have  done 
and  what  we  are  doing;  and  it  is  bv  his  recom- 
meodatioo  we  have  thus  presumed  to  address 
four  ezeelleoey. 

We  have  the  houor  to  be,  &c, 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 

His  Bxe'y  the  GtovBRNoa  Qsnbral,  Ac. 

No.  1. 

Potver  ofationuy  from  the  Indian  ckirfs  to  A.  Ar- 

iuthnot, 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  chiefs 
of  the  Creek  nation,  whose  namea  are  affixed  to 
this  fMiwer,  having  full  faith  and  confidence  in 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  of  New  Providence,  who, 
knowing  all  our  ulks^  is  fully  acquainted  with 
oar  intentions  and  wishes,  do  hereby,  br  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  him,  the  said 
Alexander  Arbuthnot,  our  attorney  and  agent, 
pritb  fall  power  and  authoritv  to  act  for  us,  and 
n  our  names,  in  all  affairs  relating  to  our  nation, 
%nd  also  to  write  such  letters  and  papers  as  to 
bim  may  appear  necessary  and  proper  for  onr 
t>eDefit  and  that  of  the  Creek  nation. 

Oiren  at  Ockloeknee  Bound,  in  the  Creek 
nation,  this  seventeenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
Biffbt  hundred  and  seventeen. 

1  Cappaehimico,  his  x  mark. 

%  Inhimathlo,  his  x  mark. 

3  Charle  Toslonaky,  his  x  mark. 

4  Otosmico,  his  x  mark. 

5  Ochacona  Tuslonoky,  his  x  mark. 

6  Imathluche,  his  x  mark. 

7  Inhimatohluehy,  his  x  mark. 

8  Lahoe  Inhamatehlo,  his  x  mark. 

9  Hourathee  Micho,  his  x  mark. 

10  Hillisajo,  his  x  mark. 

11  Tamucbes  Haho,  his  x  mark. 

12  Opothlimico,  his  x  mark. 
Witness :         Petbr  Shdgert,  interpreter. 

Certified  explanaihn  ofnameeand  towne  to  which 
ike  foregoing  ehi^e  belong,  ogreeably  to  the  nuM' 
bere  eei  oppSeUe  thereto. 

1.  Kinhigee,  chief  of  Miekasukey. 

2.  lohemothlo,  chief  of  Fowltown. 

3.  Charle  Tustonoky,  second  dfaief  of  Oak* 
mulgee  Town. 


4.  Chief  on  theConholoway,  below  Fort  Gaines. 

5.  Oponey,  chief  of  the  Oakmulgee  Towns. 

6.  Chief  of  the  Atlapalgas. 

7.  Chief  of  the  Pallatcbacoley. 

8.  Chief  of  the  Cbehaws. 

9.  Chief  of  the  Red  Sticks. 

10.  Francis,  (the  prophet) 

11.  Pner  McQueen,  chief  of  the  TaUahasses, 
(an  old  Red  Stick.) 

12.  A  Red  Stick,  created  chief  by  the  lower 
towns. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you,  at  any  time 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  heard  any  conver- 
sation between  the  prisoner  and  the  chief  called 
Bowlegs,  relating  to  the  war  between  the  Unitea 
States  and  the  Seminoles? 

Answer.  1  heard  the  prisoner  tell  Bowlegs  that 
he  had  sent  letters  to  ihe  Prince  Regent,  and  ex- 
pected soon  to  have  an  answer.  Some  time  aftet^- 
wards,  some  of  the  negroes  doubted  his  carrying 
those  letters,  when  the  prisoner  stated  that  be 
had,  but  the  distance  being  great,  it  would  take 
some  time  to  receive  an  answer. 
.  By  the  court.  State  to  the  court  when  and 
where  you  first  saw  the  letter  signed  ''  A.  Arbuth- 
not,''  dated  April  2, 1818,  referred  to  in  the  first 
specification  of  the  second  charge. 

Answer.  About  the  6ih  of  April,  a  black  maUj 
who  said  he  had  received  it  from  an  Indian,  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Arobrister,  whom  I  saw  reading  it. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  by  what 
means  that  letter  was  conveyed  to  Suwanee  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  by  an  Indian  who  was 
sent  from  Fort  St.  Mark's. 

Question  by  the  court.  Who  paid  the  Indian 
for  carrying  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  last  in* 
terrogatory? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  steps  were  taken 
by  the  negroes  and  Indians  on  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  t 

Answer.  Tbev  first  believed  the  bearer  to  be  an 
enemy,  and  connoed  him  ;  but,  learning  the  con* 
trary,  began  to  prepare  for  the  enemy,  and  the 
removal  of  their  families  and  effects  across  the 
river.    The  Indians  lived  on  the  opposite  side. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  the  Indians  and 
negroes  act  together  in  the  performance  of  mili- 
tary duty? 

Answer.  No;  but  they  always  said  they  would 
fight  together. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  not  Nero  command 
the  blacks,  and  did  not  Bowlegs  own  Nero ;  and 
was  not  the  latter  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Bowlegs? 

Answer.  Nero  commanded  the  blacks,  and  was 
owned  and  commanded  by  Bowlegs;  but  there 
were  some  negro  captains  who  obeyed  none  but 
Nero. 

Question  by  the  Court.  What  vessel  brought  to 
Suwanee  thevammunition  which  you  said  was 
sold  by  the  prisoner  to  the  Indians  and  negroes? 

Answer.  The  schooner  Chance,  now  lying  at 
this  wharf.  She  is  a  foretopsail  vessel,  belong- 
ing to  the  prisoner. 
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The  witAf^«Uo  ideatified  the  mapusoripc  ^f  the 
prisoner  oo  the  fpllQwiDg  documents,  viz :  No*  1, 
mntiDg  him  full  power  to  aot  io  all  caae^  fpr  the 
TodiaoB,  as  recorded  before;  and  also  a  letter, 
withoot  signature,  to  the  Qorernor  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, numbered  2 }  and  further,  a  letter,  with- 
out date,  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  Indian  a^eat,  num- 
bered 3;  an  unsigned  petition  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Lower  Creek  nation  to  Governor  Cameron,  pray- 
ing his  aid  in  men  and  munitions  of  war  nuqi- 
bered  4 ;  all  of  which  the  witness  stated  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  prisoner. 

JNo.2. 

ISuppoad  to  h§  frtum  B&wkfi  to  the  Gooemor  of  St» 

Au^Uttme."] 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  September,  but  the  impossibility  of  finding  a 
person  to  write  an  answer  to  the  same  is  the  cause 
of  this  apparent  neglect. 

I  shall  pe  very  happy  to  keep  up  a  good  under- 
standing and  correspondence  with  jou ;  and  hope 
you  win,  when  occasion  offers,  advise  me  of  such 
things  as  .may  be  of  service  to  myself  and  people. 
My  warriors  and  others  that  go  to  St.  Augusune, 
return  with  false  reports,  tf  ndin^  to  harass  and 
distress  my  people,  and  preventing  them  from 
attending  to  their  usual  avocations.  At  one 
time,  the  Americana  and  Upper  Indians,  support- 
ed b^  a  force  of  about  three  thousand  men,  were 
running  lines  far  within  the  Indian  territory ;  at 
another  time,  are  collecting  a  force  at '  Fort 
Mitchell,  in  |ne  fo^J)[s  of  Flint  and  Chatahoochee 
rivers,  to  fall  on  the  towns  below. 

No|v,sir,  we  know  of  no  reason  the  Amenoans 
M^n  have  to  attack  us,  an  inoffensive  and  unof* 
fending  people.  We  have  none  of  their  slaves ; 
we  have  taken  none  of  their  property  since  the 
Americans  made  peace  with  our  good  father. 
King  Qeorge.  We  have  followed  the  orders  of 
his  officer  that  was  with  us,  Lieut.  Colonel  JBd- 
ward  NiohoUs,aiidin  no  wise  molested  the  Aiper- 
Icans,  though  we  daily  see  them  encroaching  on 
our  territory,  stealing  our  cattle,  and  murdering 
and  carrying  off  our  people.  That  si^me  officer 
also  told  us,  we,  as  allies  to  the  great  Kings  our 
lather,  were  included  in  the  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween our  good  father  and  the  Americans  $  and 
that  the  latter  were  to  give  up  all  the  territory 
that  had  been  taken  from  us  before  and  during 
the  war.  Yet.  so  far  from  eomplyinij  with  the 
ninth  article  of  that  treaty,  they  are  daily  makiog 
encroachments  on  our  Und,  getting  persons,  who 
nre  not  known  to  the  chiefs,  and^  without  any 
power  or  authority,  to  grant  and  sign  over  Ifmds 
to  them.  Thus  tney  deceive  the  world,  and 
make  our  very  friepds  believe  we  «re  i^  league 
with  them. 

The  principal  chiefs  of  the  nation,  with  ti^e 
head  warrior,  asseoihled  at  my  town  on  the  8th 
instantp  and  came  to  the  resolution  of  informing 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Americans  and  the  officers  of  their 
Qovernment  towards  us.  It  has  been  done  ae- 
cordingly,  and  copies  sent  to  England. 


Wa  demand  of  the  KiigiOQciatber.ttllxmH 

of  his  people  among  us,  who  may  infona  iiia^ 
from  time  to  time,  of  what  is  paiitii,  ib4  lei 
the  Americaos  do  not  eitend  themselre  a  oor 
lands. 

The  Sp^niah  subjects  in  the  Floiidai  ue  \i$ 
much  in  the  interests  of  the  Amerieui  lobtoi 
friends.  For  the  Qovernors.  I  ibill  alviys  % 
tertain  the  greatest  regard ;  bat  for  tbe  peofk 
they  do  not  act  so  as  to  merit  any  ateem  ai 
protection.  You  desire  I  would  cum  tbose  n 
rauders  who  steal  my  cattle.  My  people  ha 
lately  driven  some  Amerieaas  frpm  Uhhtni 
and  I  have  qo  doubt  the  Amerieaas  sill  lifiioll  I 
of  this  as  a  pretext  to  make  war  on  oi,  u  ti»f  i 
have  before  done,  in  stating  we  bsrbordieirraa* 
away  slaves. 

To  Don  JosB  Coppiiio^a, 

Governor  of  SL  AugHfliM. 

No.  3. 

Sir:  King  Hatehy,  the  head ehtefoflbeLnv 
Creek  nation,  has  called  on  me  to  reqoeii  I  ^m 
represent  to  jrou.tbe  cruel  and  oppressiTecondnJ 
of  the  AmericaD  people  living  oa  thebordeo  « 
the  Indian  nation,  and  which  bewuiikope^ 
from  a  talk  you  wer^  pleased  lo^  send  kia  tone 
weeks  since,  would  have  been  pott  stop  iftud 
peace  restored  between  the  Indiaos  tod  the  kw 
lean  people ;  but,  far  from  any  stop  bdof  pBt» 
their  mroada  and  encroachments,  they  ve  peat 
ing  in  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  not  onlr  frooikt 
land  side,  but  aso«nding  the  Appsliekieoli  b 
veesel-loadB.  Thus,  the  Indiaos  hsn  beco  co» 
polled  to  take  up  arms  to  defend  thorfaones!i« 
a  set  of  lawless  invaders.  . 

Your  known  philanthropv  and  fS^^'^J^^ 
Indians  induces  the  head  chiefs  to  ^^'^ 
will  lose  no  time  in  using  your  iDllff^  i' P" 
a  Slop  to  those  invasions  of  their  hKi>,»<^^!^ 
that  those  who  have  already  prein^  u »» 
our  fields  may  retire  therefrom.  .  •  l 

The  Indians  have  seized  two  penomtbef  i^ 
have  been  gready  instrumental  io  1^"^.^ 
Americans  upon  them,  and  ^^y^'^^ljikef 

Cossession  as  prisoners.    It  is  even  r^p^f^^.  T. 
ave  made  sales  of  Indian  leads  wtboo  1^ 
knowledge^  consent,  or  approbation,  ol  »ec 


of  the  nation ;  and,'  from  their  bog  widj^JJ 
the  nation,  and  the  great  influence  ooe  oH|r 
people  formerly  enjoyed  among  the  eweft  » 
chief,  there  is  some  reason  to  beUcre  be  bisj^ 
guilty  of  improper  conduot  to  the  Ifldiao  d^'^ 
Gen.  Mitchell,  AgH  for  Mian  Afo^ 

No. 4.  .  ^^ 

PeiiUon  of  He  chiefs  of  the  Lmper  Crtt*  «*»• 

Gooemor  Cameron.  ^ 

We,  the  udersigoed,  are  deputed  bfjj^ 
of  the  Creek  nation  to  wait  on  l^Jf^ 
and  lay  before  you  their  heavy  eommi^ 
To  the  English  we  have  alwayi  ^^^^^ 


gptS 

to 


friends,  as  proteet4Hi,  and  qn  thc«  *J  \Lk^^ 
aid  as  in  repelling  the  approaches  ^\.{^^)Si 
cans,  who,  regardless  of  treaties,  ire  (Uuy* 


Al 


4^WP». 


fifiAfi 


Ag^  ^<^  SewuM^e  iMum^  4^ 


our  lands  and  robbing  oqr  p^pte.  Thity  bai^e 
eady  built 'seyeQ  forts  on  our  land ;  they  are 
king  roads  and  ranning  lines  into  the  very 
trt  of  our  country ;  and,  without  the  intecfe- 
ic6  of  the  English,  we  shall  soon  be  driven 
m  the  land  we  inherited  from  oar  forefi^thers. 
The  Americans  tell  us  the  English  wUl  regard 

00  more,  and  we  had  better  submit  to  them; 
i  we  cannot  submit  to  their  shaoklesi  and  will 
her  die  in  defence  of  our  country. 

When  |»eace  was  made  between  the  English 

1  Americans,  we  were  told  by  Lieutenant  Uol- 
il  Nicholis  that  the  Americans  were  to  give  up 
:  lands  they  had  taken  from  us.  and  we  y^eie 
fired  to  live  quietly  and  peaceably,  in  no^irise 
'testing  the  Americans.  We  have  strictly  fol- 
ded those  orders,  but  the  Americans  have  not 
nplied  with  (he  treaty.  Colonel  Nioholls  left 
.Hambly  in  charge  of  the  fort  at  Prospect 
aff,  with  orders  to  hear  us  ifany  cause  of  com- 
inu,  and  represent  the  same  to  the  British 
trerument;  but  he  turned  traitor  and  brought 
I  Americans  dowo  on  the  fort,  which  was  blown 
,  and  many  of  our  red  brethren  destroyed  in  it 
le  ammunition  stores  intended  for  our  use  were 
her  destroyed  or  taken  off  by  the  Americans, 
e  have  sent  several  messengers  to  inform  your 
sellency  of  these  proceedings  of  the  Ameri- 
is,  but  they  have  never  i^eturned  to  us  with  an 
iwer.  Three  of  our  red  brethren  have  lately 
in  killed  bv  the  Americans  while  I^untiog  on 
r  lands,  and  they  threaten  to  attack  the  towns 
Mickasukey  and  Suwaoee,  the  only  two  Ur^e 
vns  left  us  in  the  Creek  nation ;  and  without 
I  from  your  excellency,  we  cannot  rep^l  their 
ack. 

We  are  therefore  deputed  to  demand  of  your 
cellency  the  assistance  of  troops  and  ammuni- 
n,  that  we  may  be  able  effectually  to  repel  the  at- 
:k  of  the  Americans,  and  prevent  their  further 
croachments ;  and,  if  we  return  without  assist- 
ce,  the  Americans^  who  have  their  spies  among 
I  will  the  more  quickly  come  upon  us. 
We  most  humbly  pray  your  excellency  will 
3d  such  a  force  as  will  be  respected  and  nfifike 
respectable. 

[  The  foOowing  etuhrud  on  the  fht^gmMg*'] 

Charlbs  Cahibon,  Esq., 

Governor  J  Commatukr'in- chiefs  ft. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
tcessitjr  of  my  again  returning  to  the  Indian 
iiion  with  the  deputies  from  the  chiefs :  and,  as 
y  trouble  add  expense  can  only  be  defrayed  by 
srmission  to  take  goods  to  dispose  of  among 
em,  I  pray  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
«Dt  me  such  a  letter  or  license  as  will  preyent 
le  from  being  captured,  in  case  of  meeting,  any 
panish  cruiser  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 
The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morn- 
ig,  at  7  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Mark's,  April  87, 1818. 

The  court  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

resent : 

Major  Gkneral  E.  P.  GAtRia,  Prendent.         J 


Colonel  Kinff,  Colonel  Dyec, 

Colonel  WilTiama,  Lieut.  CoL  Lindsay, 

Lieut.  Col.  Qibson,  Lieut  Col  Elliott, 

Major  Mubleoburg,  Major  Fanning, 

Major  Montgomery,  Major  Minton, 

Captain  Vaahon,  Captain  Criaeaden. 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Glasself,  Recorder, 

When  the  further  examination  of  the  witness, 
Pbter  B.  Cook,  took  place,  viz : 

QiUestion  by  the  prisoner.  How  long  have  you 
been  acquainted  with  the  settlements  on  the  8ah- 
wahnee  7 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  months. 

Cluestion  by  the  prisoper.  For  what  term  of 
years  did  you  engage  to  live  with  the  prisoner  t 

Answer.  For  no  stated  period ;  I  was  taken  by 
the  year. 
.  Question  by  the  prisoner.  Were  you  not  dis- 
charged by  the  prisoner  from  his  employ  t 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  bad  no  further  use 
for  me  after  I  bad  written  the  letters  to  Provi- 
dence. 

Question.  Where  did  you  stay  after  you  were 
discharged? 

Answer.  I  stayed  in  a  small  hpuse  belonging 
to  a  boy  called  St.  John,  under  the  protection  oT 
Nero. 

Question.  What  was  the  subject-matter  of  the 
letters  you  wrote  to  Providence  7 

Answer.  After  being  refused  by  the  prisoner  a 
small  venture  to  Providence,  I  wrote  to  my  friends 
for  the  means  to  trade  by  myself. 

Question  bv  the  prisoner.  Do  you  believe  the 
prisoner  had  Knowledge  of  the  venture  being  on 
board  the  schooner  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  did;  it  was  smitll, 
and  in  my  trunk. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Do  you  know  that 
Ambrister  was  the  agent  of  the  prisoner? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  powder  and 
lead  shipped  would  more  than  supply  the  Indian 
and  negro  hunters  1 

Answer.  I  did  pot  see  the  powder  and  lead 
myself,  but  was  told  by  Bowlegs  that  he  had  a 
great  quantity;  he  had  them  keeping  to  fight 
with. 

Question.  Did  the  Indians  reside  on  the  ^^^t 
side  of  the  river  i— Answer.  They  did. 

Question.  You  were  asked  if  the  negroes  and 
Indians,  when  the  letter  marked  A  was  commu- 
nicatedj  did  not  take  up  arms.  Had  they  re- 
ceived information  of  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  at 
Mickasuky  prior  to  that  time  7 

Answer.  It  was  afterwards,  I  believe,  they  re- 
ceived the  information. 

Question.  Did  not  Bowlegs  keep  other  powder 
than  that  got  from  the  prisoner? 

Answer.  He  had  some  he  ffot  from  the  bluff, 
which  was  nearly  done ;  be  said  his  hunters  were 
always  bothering  him  about  powder. 

Question.  Did  you  state  that,  at  the  time  Am- 
brister ascended  the  river,  there  was  no  other 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river? 
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Answer.  There  was  none  other  there;  there 
WRs  one  had  sailed. 

Question.  There  is  a  letter  A  spoken  of;  how 
do  you  know  that  the  son  of  the  prisoner  had  that 
letter  in  his  possession  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  with  it,  which  he  dropped, 
and  a  boy  called  John  picked  it  up  and  gare  it 
to  roe. 

Ctoestion.  You  stated  that  the  Indians  and  ne- 
groes doubted  the  fidelity  of  the  prisoner  in  send* 
ing  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent;  do  you  think 
the  prisoner  would  have  been  punished  by  theoi 
had  he  not  complied<with  their  wishes  7 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

duestion.  Do  you  beliere  the  prisoner  was 
compelled  to  write  the  Indian  communications? 

Answer.  He  was  not  compelled. 

William  Hamblt,  a  witness  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, being  duly  sworn,  and*  commencing  a  sute- 
ment  of  what  he  heard  the  chiefs  say,  and  the 

Prisoner  objecting  to  hearsay  evidence  of  that 
ind,  the  court  was  cleared  in  order  to  take  the 
question ;  when  they  decided  that  the  prisoner's 
objection  was  not  ralid.  The  witness  was  there- 
fore recalled,  and  stated  that,  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  after  the  prisoner  arrived  at  Oeklocknee, 
the  Seminole  Indians  began  to  steal  horses  from 
the  United  Slates'  settlements,  and  committed 
murders  on  the  Satilia  riyer,  which,  he  was  in- 
formed by  them,  was  at-  the  instigation  of  the 
prisoner.  The  chiefs  of  the  Little  Villages,  in 
witness's  neighborhood,  then  desired  him  to  write 
a  few  lines  to  the  prisoner,  stating  those  reports, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  that  those  Indians  he 
was  exciting  had  long  been  ouilai^ed,  and  cau- 
tioned him  against  such  proceedings,  or  he  might 
be  inTolyed  in  their  ruin.  This  the  witness  did ; 
when  the  prisoner  wrote  him  a  long  and  insult- 
ing letter,  which  was  lostj  upbraiding  the  witness 
for  calling  those  Indians  outlaws,  and  accusing 
him  of  excitinff  the  Indians  to  cruel  war.  The 
witness  was  told  bv  chiefs  and  Indians,  who  had 
seen  the  prisoner,  that  he  advised  them  to  go  to 
war  with  the  United  States,  if  they  did  not  sur- 
render them  the  lands  which  had  been  taken  from 
them,  and  that  the  British  Government  would 
support  them  in  it. 

The  Indians  that  took  the  witness  and  a  cer- 
tain Mr.  Doyle  prisoners,  which  happened  on  the 
13th  of  December  last,  told  them  it  was  by  the 

grisoner's  order;  and,  on  their  arrival  at  the 
iickasuky,  (as  prisoners,)  King  Hijah  and  all 
his  chiefs  told  them  it  was  by  the  jprisoner's  or- 
ders they  were  taken  and  robbed.  On  their  arri- 
Tal  at  Suwany,  they  were  told  by  the  Indian  and 
negro  chiefs,  who  sat  in  council  over  them,  that 
the  prisoner  had  advised  he  should  be  given  up 
to  five  or  six  Choctaw  Indians,  who  were  saved 
from  the  negro  fort,  who  would  revenge  them- 
selves for  the  loss  of  their  friends  at  that  place. 
On  their  return  from  Suwany,  the  chief  King, 
Hijah,  told  them  that  he  had  got  the  prisoner  to 
write  several  letters  for  him ;  one  to  the  Governor 
of  Providence,  one  to  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  one  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
London,  ana  one  to  the  American  agent  for  In- 


dian affairs,  protesting  against  the  proceetf/o^sj 
the  commanding  .officer  at  Fort  Scou.  Wh.li 
the  witness  was  at  Suwsny.  the  Isdlu  chieii 
told  him  that  the  prisoner  had  arrirei  at  thai 
place  with  ten  kegs  of  powder  on  board  kis  to 
sel ;  and,  whilst  in  Fort  St.  Mark's,  some  tioM  a 
March,  Hillis  Hajo,  or  Francis,  brought  ao  <rfk 
from  the  prisoner  to  the  commaadaot  for  m 
kegs  of  powder,  with  other  articles,  which  vn 
in  his  possession. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  any  marden  i 
depredations  committed  on  the  white feiiieffleis 
by  the  Indians  previous  to  the  prisoaer'i  smri 
at  Oeklocknee? 

.  Answer.  None,  except  one  murder  ti  For 
Gaines,  which  was  before  or  aboot  tbe  time  d 
the  prisoner's  arrivaL 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  aD(»| 
the  Indians  ?  State  to  the  court  whether  fooiR 
acquainted  with  the  Indian  language,  tod  kt 
long  since  you  learned  it? 

Answer.  I  have  resided  amoof  then  foor^e: 
years,  and  have  understood  their  Mngai^twdrt 
years. 

Question.  Do  you  beliere  the  SemisoIftirdQ!: 
have  commenced  the  business  of  Border  uc 
depredation  on  the  white  settleaieais  had  it  Qo*' 
been  at  the  instigation  of  the  prisonerYladapr^ 
mise,  on  his  part,  of  British  protectioa? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  woold  wiUM: 
they  had  been  assured  of  British  protection. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  lifbiii 
which  the  prisoner  was  viewed  bf  tbe  hosdb 
Seminoles?  Was  it  that  of  an  authorixed  i^t 
of  the  British  Government  ? 

Answer.  The  different  chiefs  alvtfs  nprt- 
sented  him  to  me  as  snch.  The  wiue»  recoe- 
nised  the  letter  marked  G,  and  signed  A.  Arbutk- 
not,  as  being  a  copy  of  the  one  al/aded  to  io  hii 
testimony  as  lost. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Are  f  ou  acqoiiote^ 
with  the  prisoner's  handwriting? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it,  hot  cannot  sif  I  >> 
acquainted  with  it. 

Question.  Is  that  which  you  have  jtsi  sea 
and  aav  is  the  copy  of  the  one  yoa  los^  the  pot- 
oner's  haadwritiog  ? 

Answer.  It  looks  to  be  his  handwriting,  bit  I 
cannot  say  positively. 

Question.  Was  the  prisoner  considered  as  ibe 
agent  of  the  Seminoles  at  the  time  those  fflordeo 
were  committed  ? 

Answer.  I  had  not  seen  the  prisoner  at  t&a^ 
time.  The  Indian  chiefs  told  me  that  iht  pri*' 
oner  had  reported  himself  to  them  as  as  fiog^ 
agent. 

Question.  Where  did  you  understand  ibei>n>^ 
oner  to  be  when  you  were  taken  prisoner? 

Answer.  The  Indians  told  us  that  bebad  goK 
over  to  Providence,  but  was  expected  back  bfiA^ 
time  we  should  arrive  at  Suwanee. 

Question.  Did  yoa  not  request  King  Fi/ab  to 
prevail  upon  the  misoner  to  ffiveyoaapv^ 
in  bis  schooner  to  Providence? 

Answer.  Tcs,  but  was  told  Chat  tbe  prisootf 
refused  it;  stating  that,  if  we  were  forced  vj^ 
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a,  he  would  blindfold  us,  aod  make  as  walk 

?rboard. 

Iluestion.    What  were  the  reasons  ^iven  by 

Dg  Hijah  for  the  prisoner's  not  granting  your 

nest? 

Inswer.    Sing  Hijah  stated  that  the  prisoner 

s  fearful  of  meeting  with  an  American  Tessel, 

en  we  should  be  taken  out,  and  he  thereby 

;  his  schooner. 

Sdmuno  Dotlb,  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 

secution,  being  duly  sworn,  was  questioned  as 

ows: 

inestion-  by  the  Judge  AdTocate.    Do  you 

)w  anything  that  would  lead  to  substantiate 

!  charges  against  the  prisoner  now  before  you  ? 

loswer.     f  know  nothing  but  from  common 

•ort 

William  Fulton,  an  eridence  in  the  presei^t 

•secution,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  to  the 

)y  of  a  letter  from  A.  Arbuihnot  to  General 

tcheli,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  dated  Suwanee, 

luary  19,  1818,  and  marked  No.  6,  as  acknowl- 

[ed  by  the  prisoner  to  be  the  same  in  substance 

one  written  by  himself  at  that  time.    An  ex- 

et  from  the  letter  was  then  read. 

Na6. 

tract  from  a  letter  written  hy  A,  ArMhmtt  to 
reneral  MtfcAell^  AmeHean  agent  fir  tke  Creek 
mtion  of  MdiaeUf  dated 

Suwanee,  January  19, 1818. 
!n  taking  this  liberty  of  addressing  you,  sir,  in 
lalf  of  the  unfortunate  Indians,  belie?e  me  I 
re  DO  wish  but  to  see  an  end  put  to  $  war, 
licb,  if  persisted  in,  I  foresee  must  e?entually 
tbeir  ruin ;  and  as  they  were  not  the  aggress* 
I,  if,  in  the  height  of  tbeir  rage,  they  commit 
y  excesses,  that  you  will  orerlook  them  as  the 
tt  ebullitions  of  an  indignant  spirit  against  an 
fading  foe.    I  hare  the  honor,  dbc. 

A.  ARBUTHNOT. 
By  order  of  King  Hijah  and  Bowlege^ 
o/tAvngfar  themeeSeB  and  the  other  CMefi. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Where  did  the  pri- 
Ber  acknowledge  the  letter  just  read  to  be  a 
py  of  the  one  written  hj  himself? 
Answer.  In  the  encampment  before  this  place, 
out  the  6th  or  7th  instant, 
duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Was  not  the  acknow- 
Igment  when  he  was  a  prisoner? 
Answer.  It  was. 

QrUestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  bear  a  gea- 
iman  say  to  the  prisoner,  whilst  in  custody, 
at  those  who  recommended  the  scalplng-knife 
id  tomahawk  should  feel  their  keenest  edge  ? 
Answer.  I  did  hear  a  gentleman  say  that  those 
ho  excited  the  Indians  to  the  murder  of  the  un- 
Fending  should  feel  the  keenest  edge  of  the 
alpiog-knife;  but,  aswell  as  I  recollect,  that 
KerYttion  waa  not  made  until  aAer  the  repeated 
sknowledgments  of  the  prisoner  of  haring  writ* 
n  the  letter. 

dnestioD  by  the  court.  Was  not  the  confession 
r  the  prisoner  to  this  letter  made  Toluntary>  and 
rithoat  any  constraint  whatever?   . 

Answer.  I  cooceiya  it  wu. 


The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
being  closed,  the  prisoner  required  Robert  C. 
Ambrister  as  one  or  his  witnesses,  against  whom 
criminal  charges  had  been  filed,  and  who  was  in 
custody  on  account  th^eof ;  to  which  the  Judn 
Advocate  objecting,  the  court  was  cleared  to  taae 
its  sense;  when  it  was  decided  that  Robert  O. 
Ambrister,  now  in  custody  for  similar  offences 
with  the  prisoner,  cannot  be  examined  as  evi- 
dence before  this  court, 

John  Lbwis  Pbbiiix,  a  prcviova  witness,  now 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  being  again  sworn, 
«|as  questioned  as  follows,  viz: 

Qoestion  by  the  prisoner.  Was  there  any  othet 
vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  So  wan  v  river  when 
Ambrister  seized  your  schooner  ?*-Anawer.  Yes. 

Qmestion.  What  vessel  waa  it  ?  Was  it  not  the 
vessel  which  Ambrister  came  in  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  sloop,  and  I  ondcrstood  Am* 
brister  came  in  her. 

dueation.  Did  Ambrister  ever  mention  to  yon 
who  recommended  him  to  seize  the  prisoner'a 
schooner,  or  who  aasisted  him  in  stimnlating  the 
nesroes  to  do  so  ? 

A  newer.  No;  I  understood  he  came  on  board 
of  his  own  aocord. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  yog,  stnoa  yon 
commanded  the  prisoner's  vcasel,  ever  brooghC 
any  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  No  i  I  brooffht  a  quantity  of  lead  and 
ten  keg*  of  powder  in  the  last  trip. 

JoBR  WiNai.nT,  a  former  witness  on  the  part 
o(  the  prosecution,  being  recalled  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoner,  was  qnestioned  as  follows,  jisi 

dueation  by  the  prisoner.  Are  you  not  of  opin- 
ion that  the  letter  which  voo  say  was  written  by 
the  prisoner  to  the  Little  Prince  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  tbe  Little  Prince  ? 

Answer.  After  reading  it,  I  returned  to  him, 
and  believe  it  UPhe  still  in  his  possession,  as  In- 
dians seldom  destroy  papers  of  tbat  kind. 

The  prisoner  requesting  some  time  to  make  «p 
his  defence,  he  was  given  until  t(^morrow  even- 
ing, at  fonr  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Mark'e, 
April  28,  four  o'clock,  P.  M, 

The  Recorder  having  read  over  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  court  with  closed  doors,  the  prisoner 
wna  recalled  iato  court,  and  made  tbe  defenoe, 
marked  K,  and  aluched  lo  theat  proeendingik 
Tbe  doors  were  then  closed,  and,  after  moat  ma- 
tore  deliberation  on  the  evidence  adduced,  the 
court  find  the  prisoner,  Alexander  ArbuthnoC, 
guilty  of  tbe  first  snecification  to  tbe  first  charge, 
and  guilty  of  the  nrst  charge;  guilty  of  the  firat 
and  second  specifications  of  the  second  charge, 
and  guilty  of  the  second  charge,  leaving  out  the 
words  "  acting  as  a  spy ;"  they  therefore  do,  on 
the  most  mature  reflections, sentence  the  prisoner, 
Alexander  Arbutbnot,  to  be  sospended  by  the 
oeek  until  he  is  dead ;  two-thirds  of  the  coort 
concurring. 

BDMUND  P.  OAINES, 

jMb/or  Gen.,  Pret^i  of  the  Court. 

S.  M.  QLA8S&LL,  fUcwrder. 
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DEFENCE. 

May  a  fUtue  this  HtmgrMe  Omrt:  The  priV 
oner  arraigned  before  you  is  sensible  of  the  in- 
dolgeoce  granted  bf  this  honorable  conrt  in  the 
examination  of  the  case  now  before  them.  It  is 
not  the  wish  of  the  prisoner,  in  making  his  de- 
fenee,  to  tire  the  patience  of  the  court  by  a  minute 
reference  to  the  Tolaminous  docoments  and  pa- 
pert,  or  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the  testimony 
which  has  come  before  the  honorable  court  in  the 
course  of  this  investigation.  Nor  is  it  the  intepi- 
tioo  of  the  prisoner  to  waste  the  invaluable -time 
of, this  conrt  by  appeals  to  their  feelings  or  sym- 
pathy,  though  1  am  persuaded  that  sympathy  no 
where  more  abounds  than  in  a  generous  Ameri- 
can breast  My  only  appeal  is  to  the  sound  and 
impartial  judgment  of  this  hoaoiable  court,  the 
purity  and  uprightness  of  their  hearts,  that  they 
will  dispassionately  and  patiently  Weigh  the  eri- 
dence  they  have  before  them,  apply  the  law,  atid 
on  these,  and  these  alone,  pronoutoce  their  judg* 
ment. 

If  thia  honomUe  court  please,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  law  and  evidence  that  is  re- 
lied on  by  this  honbiable  court  in  support  of  the 
i^t  charge  and  sneetfieation.  Winslet,  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  says,  the  Little 
Prinde  showed  him  a  letter  written  in  June  Ust, 
signed  A.  Arbulhnot,  reauesting  bis  friendship 
with  the  lower  nation  of  Indians;  the  same  Wit- 
ness staled  that  he  believed  the  letter  to  be  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Little  Prince.  Here,  may 
it  please  this  honorable  court,  I  would  call  their 
attention  to  the  law  relating  to  evidence;  first 
pi'esumiog  that  the  rikles  of  evidence  are  the 
same,  whether  in  civil  or  military  tribunals.-— 
Macomb  J  W» 

•  This  point  being  concluded,  the  next  inquiry 
is,  what  are  the  rules  of  evidence  with  respect 
to  the  admission  of  letters,  or  papers  of  private 
correspondence,  in  a  court  of  criminal  jurist- 
tion?  May  it  please  this  honorable  court,  must 
you  not  produce  the  original  letters  and  papers, 
if  they  are  not  i6it  or  mislaid,  so  that  they  can- 
not be  6btafaed;  and.  in  case  tney  are  lost,  proof 
must  be  made  of  the  handwriting  being  the  same 
asthatof  the  original  before  they  can  be  received  as 
evidence  ?^(iifaoom6  on  Onirfa  MarHali  Ptak^s 
AMiice/  CHU>ere9  Lawgi^BwImice.)  No  tn« 
•taiice  can  be  cited  where  a  copy  of  a  letter  was 
read  as  evidence  when  the  original  could  be  ob- 
lained,  much  less  the  giving  in  evidence  the  eoo^ 
tenta  of  sueh  letter  from  bare  recoUeotion.  The 
only  proof  that  this  honorable  court  has  of  the 
oxistence  of  such  a  letter  being  in  the  hands  of 
^ny  person,  or  its  contents  being  known,  is  the 
iragrant  memory  of  a  vagrant  individual.  Make 
<fais  a  rule  of  evidence,  and,  I  ask  you,  when 
would  implication,  construction,  and  invention 
•top?  whose  property,  whose  reputation,  and 
whose  life  would  be  safe?  Here  I  would  beg 
leave  to  mention  a  remark  made  by  the  president 
of  this  court  in  the  course  of  this  investigation, 
which  was,  that,  notwithstandiag  the  letter  was 


proved  by  the  witness  to  be  in  the  ponessioo  of 
the  Little  Prince,  this  court  could  notutice  tiii! 
circumstance,  because  there  wis  do  iseus  bi 
which  it  could  be  obtained.  I  woold  isk  (A 
honorable  court  what  means  tbey  hsTc  t^^ 
or  what  exertions  have  (bey  made,  to  proctn 
this  letter  t  If  the  honorable  court  plose,  I  m 
here  close  the  defence  on  the  first  charge d 
specification,  believing  that  they  areDeiiherit^ 
ported  by  law  nor  evidence. 

May  it  please  the  honorable  coart,  I  vill  Kf 
come  to  the  second  charge,  and  first  speeilieatn 
of  that  charge.  In  support  of  thU  ehi|e  u^; 
specification,  the  evidence  is  a  letter  iruteo  u 
my  son.  If  the  court  please,  ibis  letui  v» 
written  in  consequence  of  the  siiQitin  q(  aj 
property  at  Sahwahnee,  and  tbelargtdd^k 
were  due  me  from  Bowlegs  and  bis  people.  M 
ing,  I  believe,  of  an  ioflammatorf  sitoreciifie 
found  on  reading  the  document  mirkeilA,R' 
thorizing  the  opinion  that  I  was  |NfOBp%t^ 
Indians  to  war.  On  the  contrary,  if  ibe  ^oboi* 
able  court  will  examine  the  doconent  Barked  A, 
they  will  see  that  I  wished  to  lati  their  fear3,bj 
informing  them  that  it  was  the  negroes,8&^fiott^t 
Indians,  the  Americana  were  priocipailf  Dorisf 
againei. 

If  th»  honorable  conrt  please,  I  vili  ^ 
a  few  remarks  on  the  sscead  ipttihitia, 
and  here  close  mj  defence.  In  proof  of  au 
charge,  the  court  have  before  tbem  tlie  en- 
dence  of  Hambly,  Cook,  and  soodrir  ieiters  p«' 
porting  to  be  written  by  myself  to  difieresiiBiit- 
viduais.  May  it  please  the  coart,  viut  9» 
Cook  prove  ?  Why,  that  I  bad  ten  kegsof/»i 
der  at  ISah wahnee.  Let  me  appeal  to  tiie  expe- 
rience of  this  court,  if  they  think  ibisquouty 
of  powder  would  supply  one  thowsimii^h 
and  an  equal  number  of  blacks,  oiore  li^tQ  tvo 

months  for  hunting  ?  ..  . 

As  to  the  letters  named  in  ibii  ^mm 

may  it  please  the  honorable  coart,  the  foio^ 

evidence  laid  down  in  the  first  part  of  tks  «^ 

fence  wiU  apply  with  equal  force  m^^ 
case.    It  remains  now,  may  it  please  the  EoflOB^ 

court,  to  aay  something  as  to  Hamblr  s  t'^^^'r 
ny  5  and,  may  it  please  this  boaoraWe  conrt, w 
rule  laid  down  in  this  case  as  to  betrsl|ef^ 
dence  will  be  found  without  a  V^^^^^J^ 
strong  case  was  stated  by  an  ii^^"f  ?l'°^!i 
ef  this  court,  on  the  examination  of  m  P 
the  evidence;  that  is,  would  yoo  «".5,"^v.i{ 
timony  what  a  third  person  bad  ^^^^  L 
present,  you  would  reject  as  incompeiefli*  ^ 
ply  this  principle  to  the  presest  case ;  coo  , 
Indian  be  examined  on  oath  in  oo'/TL 
judicature  ?  If.  then,  the  testimony  of  «np 
is  inadmissible,  Hambly  proves  nothiog- 

Here,  may  it  please  this  IJoaoiaWy^^;, 
close  my  replj  to  the  charges  and  speew^ 


preferred  agiai'nst  me;  beinj fcUJy  pcff**" j  .„, 
should  there  be  cause  ta  cenante,  m!  M ^ 
will,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  leaauU'^ 
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■ontinuaiicn  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a 

?  fecial  eowi,  whereof  Major  General  Games  is 
resideni.eortvenei  1^  order  of  the  Mth  of  April, 
1818. 

Fort  St.  Mask's,  AprU  27, 1818. 

The  eoart  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Robert  C. 
Imbrister,  a  British  subject,  who,  being  askeA  if 
e  had  any  objections  to  an^  one  of  the  members 
f  the  eoort,  and  replying  in  the  negatlre,  was 
rraigned  on  the  following  charges  and  apecifi- 
itions,  rit : 

'harges  agaithH  Mobert  C»  Ambrister,  new  in  eut- 
todift  who  says  he  is  a  British  eisbjed. 

Chargs  Ist.  Aiding,  abcuinjf,  and  comforting 
le  enemy,  supplying  them  with  meant  of  war, 
e  being  a  snoject  of  Qreat  Britain,  at  peace 
ith  the  Uaited  Scales,  and  lately  an  oflleetf  in 
le  British  colonial  marines. 
apedJUuOwnUt.  That  the  said  Robert  C. 
imbrister  £d  g[iTs  intelligence  of  the  moTO* 
leots  and  operations  of  the  Anisffican  army  be- 
reen  the  1st  and  20th  of  March,  1818,  and  did 
Ecite  thsm  (the  nesroes  and  Indians^  to  war 
gainst  the  army  of  the  United  States,  by  send- 
ig  their  warriors  to  meet  and  fight  the  Ameri- 
in  army,  whose  GorerameAt  was  at  peace  and 
tendabip  with  the  United  States  and  all  her 
tlizens* 

CHARG8  2d.  Leading  and  commanding  the 
ower  Creeks  in  carrymg  on  a  war  against  the 
nited  States. 

Specification  \9t.  That  the  said  Robert  C. 
kmbrister,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which 
foTernment  was  in  peace  and  amity  with  the 
fnited  Slates  and  all  her  citizens,  did,  between 
le  Ist  of  February,  and  20th  of  March,  1818. 
»Ty  war  against  the  United  States,  by  assuming 
immand  of  the  Indians,  in  hostiJity  and  open 
rar  with  the  United  States,  and  ordering  a 
arty  of  them  to  meet  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  gire  them  battle,  as  will  appear  by 
is  letters  to  Governor  Cameron,  of  New  Prori- 
ence,  dated  20th  March,  1818,  which  are  marked 
I,  B,  C.  and  D,  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Peter 
I.  Cook,  and  Captain  Lewis,  of  the  schooaer 
Chance*     By  otm  of*the  coort, 

J.  M.  GLAS8ELL,  ReC0rder. 

To  which  charges  and  specifications  pleaded 
8  follows,  Tiz : 

To  the  Ist  charge  and  speeificatidn,  ndtgikilty^ 

To  the  2d  cha^e  and  specification,  guilty,  and 
UBtification, 

Aidjourned  until  to«morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock. 

Fort  St.  Marks,  AprU  28, 1818. 
The  court  met  pnrsuant  to  the  adjournment. 
Present : 

Major  General  Gainbs,  Prestcfeni. 

Mmbere^ 
Colonel  King,  Colonel  Dyer, 

Colonel  Williams,       Lieut.  Col.  Lindsay, 
Lieut.  Col.  Gibson,     Lieut.  Col.  Elliott, 
Major  Muhlenburg,    Major  Fanning, 
Major  Montgomery,    Major  Minton, 
Captain  Yashon,         Captain  Crittenden. 
Lieutenant  J.  M.  Glassell,  Recorder. 


The  Recorder  then  read  to  the  court  the  fol- 
lowing order,  riz : 

HsAoa'aB,  Ditision  of  tub  South, 
Adft  Gen^e  Office,  near  8t.  Marke, 

AprU  28, 1818. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Captain  Allison,  of  the  7th  infantry,  is  de- 
tailed to  form  a  supernumerary  member  of  the 
special  court  now  sitting  at  Fort  St.  Marks. 
By  order: 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adft  Gen. 

Pursuant  to  the  abore  order,  the  sopernome* 
ranr  member  took  his  seat. 

John  Lewis  Phbhix,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  statea,  that 
about  the  5th  or  6ih  orApril.  1818,  his  reesel  and 
himself  having  been  captured  by  the  prisoner,  and 
he  brought  to  Suwanee  as  a  prisoeer,  there  Was 
an  alarm  among  the  negroes  and  Indians,  created 
by  learning  some  news  from  Micktsuky,  at  which 
time  the  prisoner  appeared  aetiye  in  sendinr  e^ 
ders,  and  sending  a  detachment  to  meet  the  ^ne* 
rican  army.  The  witnest  also  stated,  that  the 
prisoner  appeared  to  be  a  person  rested  with;  au- 
thority among  the  negro  leaders,  and  gave  orders 
for  their  preparation  for  war,  procuring  aminu« 
nition,  d^.,  and  that  the  leaders  came  to  him  for 
orders;  the  prisoner  famished  them  with  pow« 
der  and  lead,  and  recommended  to  them' the  ma- 
king of  ball,  dtc,  very  quickly.  The  witness 
also  stated,  that  the  prisoner  occasionally  dreiaed 
in  uniform,  with  his  swx»rd;  and  that  on  the 
first  alarm,  which  he  understood  wAs  from  Mick* 
asuky  by  a  negro  woman,  he  put  on  the  unifocm. 
The  witness  further  stated,  that  some  time  aboUt 
the  20th  March,  1818.  the  prisoner,  with  an  armed 
bodr  of  nesroes,  (twenty-four  in  nuMb^r,')  cditxxe 
on  board  his  vessel,  and  ordered  him  to  pilot 
them  to  Fort  St.  Marks,  which  he  stated  he  in- 
tended to  capture  before  the  Americans  could  get 
there,  threatening  to  hang  the  witness  if  he  did 
not  obey. 

duestion  by  the  court.  Did  vou  eter  Udder- 
stand  by  whose  authority,  and  for  what  purpose, 
the  accused  came  into  the  country  7 

Answer.  I  hare  frequently  heard  him  shf  he 
came  to  attend  to  Mr.  Woodbine's  business  at  tile 
bay  of  Tampa. 

Question  by  the  prisoner.  Did  1  not  tell  yoU, 
when  I  came  on  board  the  schooner  Chance,  I 
wished  you  to  pilot  me  to  St.  Mark's,  as  I  ^as 
informed  that  iwo  Americans,  by  the  names  of 
Hambly  and  Doyle,  were  confined  there,  and  I 
wished  to  haVe  them  relieved  from  their  con- 
finement? 

Answer.  You  stated  you  wanted  to  get  Ham- 
bly and  Doyle  from  St.  Mark's.  I  do  not  know 
what  were  your  intentions  in  so  doing. 

daestioo.  Did  I  not  lell  you  that  t  expected 
the  Indians  would  fire  upon  me  when  arriving  at 
St.  Mark's? 

Answer.  You  did  not.  You  stated  that  jrou 
intended  to  take  the  fort  in  the  night  by  surprise. 

duestion.    Did  you  see  me  give  ammunition 
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to  the  negroes  aod  Indians?  if  so,  how  moeb| 
and  at  what  time  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  yoa  gire  powder  and  lead  to 
the  negroes  when  you  came  on  board,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  make  halls ;  aod  I  saw  you  gire 
liquor  and  paint  to  thr  Indians. 

duestion.  Have  you  not  often  heard  me  saVi 
between  the  1st  and  20ih  of  April,  that  I  would 
not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  negroes  and 
Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war  with  the  United 
States  7 

Answer.  About  the  15th  of  April  I  heard 
you  say  you  would  not  have  anythiag  to  do  with 
the  negroes  and  Indians ;  I  heard  nothing  about 
exciting  them  to  war. 

^estion.    Can  you  read  writing  ? 

Answer.    Not  £oglish  writing. 

duestion.  Did  you  not  hear  me  say,  when 
arriving  ai  Suwaney^  that  I  wished  to  be  off  im- 
mediately for  Providence  1 

Answer.  I  did  not.  After  the  alarm,  you 
said  you  wished  to  be  off  for  Tampa. 

duestion.  Did  jou  not  say  to  the  accused 
you  wished  to  visit  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  at  his  store, 
on  Suwany,  and  get  provisions  yourself? 

Answer.  1  did  not.  1  stated  I  wanted  provisions. 

duestion.  Did  I  send  or  command  any  In* 
dians  to  go  and  fight  the  Americans  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  exactly  know  that  you 
sent  them ;  the  Indians  and  negroes  were  crowd- 
ing before  your  door,  and  you  were  dividing  the 
paint,  Ac.  among  them  ;  and  I  understood  a 
party  was  going  to  march. 

Qinestion.  Did  I  not  give  up  the  schooner  In 
charge  to  you  as  captain  ? 

Answer  After  our  return  from  Suwany  town, 
you  directed  me  to  uke  charge  of  her  to  go  to 
Tampa. 

John  J.  Arbdthnot,  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated^  that 
some  time  about  the  23d  of  March,  the  prisoner 
came  with  a  body  of  negroes,  partly  armed,  to 
his  father's  store  on  Suwao/  river,  and  told  the 
witness  that  he  had  come  to  do  justice  to  the 
country  by  taking  the  goods  and  distributing 
them  among  the  negroes  and  Indians,  which  the 
witness  saw  the  prisoner  do ;  and  that  the  pris- 
oner stated  to  him  that  he  had  come  to  the  coun- 
try on  Woodbine's  business  to  see.  the  negroes 
righted.  The  witness  has  further  known  the 
prisoner  to  give  orders  to  the  negroes ;  and  that, 
at  his  suggestion,  a  party  was  sent  from  Suwanv 
to  meet  the  Americans  to  gire  them  battle,  whicn 
party  returned  on  meeting  the  Mickasuky  In- 
dians in  their  flight.  The  witness  also  testified 
to  the  followioe  letter,  marked  A,  aod  referred 
to  in  the  specification  of  the  2d  charge  as  the 
writing  of  the  prisoner. 

A. 

fioberi  C.  Amhrititr  to  Gaverm/or  Camenn. 

Sabwabhu,  (near  SL  Mark^M  fcrt,) 

March  20, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  particularly  by  all  our 
Indian  chiefs,  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 


the  Americans  have  commenced  bottiiiues  vM 
them  two  vears  ago,  aod  hare  tdvaiiMd  some 
considerable  distance  in  their  eoQotrj,uiire 
now  making  daily  progress.  TbeyajUtfieot 
a  number  of  letters  to  your  excellcDci  ki  Ur. 
Arbuthoot,  but  have  never  receiredooe inner, 
which  makes  them  believe  that  be  oerer  delif- 
ered  them,  and  will  oblige  them  maeh  if  yoa  will 
let  them  know  whether  he  did  Or  not  Theps- 
port  of  the  letters  was  begging  yoQr  exceOtq 
to  be  kind  enough  to  send  them  dowo  some  rm- 
powder,  muskets,  balls,  lead,  eaoDOs,  &c.ii(iii| 
are  now  completely  but  of  those  trtieles;  (It 
Americana  may  march  throogh  tbe  whole  terri- 
tory in  one  month,  and,  withoat  armi,  U,  tbey 
must  surrender.  Hiliis  Hsjo,  or  Fiueis,  i^  la* 
dtan  chief,  the  one  that  was  in  fio{lu(i,it)liflK 
to  let  your  excellency  know  that  the  PnicelU- 
gent  told  him  that  whenever  he  wssied  inai- 
niiion,  your  eaweliency  would  sopply  fciaw 
aa  much  as  be  wanted.  They  be;  ffle  lo  pn 
upon  your  excellency's  mind  lo  seodibertow 
mentioned  artieles  down  by  the  r eiiel  tto  bnip 
this  to  you,  as  she  will  sail  for  this  piice  ««• 
diately,  and  lei  the  Prince  Regeai  kojif  rfiw 
situation.  Any  letters  that  your  eieelkief  wf 
send  down,  be  good  enough  to  ^wc!.""^" 
they  have  great  dependence  in  my  ^njJJI;"^ 
news  that  your  excellency  mty  b««  "5^? 
them  and  America,  you  will  be  doiai  i  po^ 
vor  to  lee  me  know,  that  I  may  sesd  mH^ 
There  is  now  a  very  large  body  of  Ainer«" 
and  Indians,  who  I  expect  wiU  sMick  as  ei^ 
day, and  Qo2i  only  knows  how  ^^j^^X 
ded ;  but  I  must  only  say  this  wdl  be  i"  » 
effort  with  us.  Thew  has  been  «  Wf  o^»T 
ffone  to  meet  them,and  I  ^^^^l^J2i 
I  hope  your  excellency  w.U  be  Jg^^ 
the  fafor  they  request.  I  hare  »^"J  j^ 
to  add,  but  am,  sir,  with  due  respee^  fw 
dient  humble  grvant^^  ^  ^^^^ 

duestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  l^'^ 
sny  that  I  came  on  Woodbine's  baa«« 
Answer.  1  did.  j  ^  nf 

duestion  by  the  prisoner,  ^.^'uti^tl 
groea  alluded  to,  at  Arbothaoi'i  ^  ^ 

arrived  ?  . .  ,.  .-. 

Answer.  No.    You  came  with  tbem.  ^  ^ 
PxTBH  B.  Cook,  a  witaesi  oo  tw  IT  ^|„i  ^i 

prosecution,  being  duly  'f  «"^' rj^i* » »^ 
never  heard  the  prisoner  gire  mj     .^^n^ied 

5 roes  or  Indians;  that  the  V^f^f^L^tf^ 
Lrbuthnot's  goods,  and  also  P**"^ '.^'JibJtW 
and  Indians;  also  that »<»«n« P®^?! „ri«oaefy 
from  the  vessel  to  Suwanee  by  toe  F  ^ 
distributed  among  the  ncgroeson  .  ^Q(>i 
time  in  March  the  prisoner  ^^*  pfjepoei 
schooner,  and,  with  an  armed  pif?  ^j^ 
(twenty-four  in  number,)  «ei  oot  »w  r^jj 
for  the  purpose  of  ukiog  ^'^^^ul^^^^ 
that  place,  and  stated  that  he "^^Q^^fiJH^^ 
commandant  to  deliver  them  op-  .Ufntu^ 
the  approach  of  the  Americafl«w»  *  Jifthif 
told  thenegroei  It  was  useless  toriiO)  < 
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'ED  toy  forthtri  th%y  woold  be  driTen  into  the 
tea.  The  prisoner  toid  the  witness  that  he  had 
)eeD  a  lieutenant  id  the  British  arin]f,  voder 
Holooel  Nicbolls.  The  prisoner  was  sent  by 
i¥oodbine  to  Tampa  to  see  about  those  negroes 
le  had  left  there.  The  prisoner  told  the  witoess 
hat  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Qovemor  Cameron 
or  ammunition  for  the  Indians  some  time  in 
idarch  ;  and  also  told  the  witness  that  be  had  a 
fom mission  in  the  patriot  army,  under  McQre- 
for,  and  that  he  had  expected  a  captaincy.  The 
witness  testified  that  the  following  letters,  marked 
I,  B;  C;  and  D,  and  referred  to  in  the  specifies- 
ion  to  the  2d  charge,  were  in  the  handwriting  of 
he  prisoner,  and  one  marked  E» 

NoTx. — ^The  letter  marked  A,  is  copied  in  a  pre- 
ious  part  of  these 


B* 
iVom  Mb&rt  C.  AmMgter  to  J%.  Edward  JVBeUb. 

SUWANBV,  HSAR  RIYSB  APPALAOBIOOLA. 

Dear  Bib:  Francis, and  all  the  Indian  chiefs, 
lave  requested  me  particularly  to  acquaint  you 
hat  the  Americans  have  commenced  hostilities 
rith  them  these  two  years  past,  and  are  making 
laily  progress  in  their  territory,  and  say  they  will 
iroceed ;  that  you  are  the  only  friend  they  hare  in 
bat  part  of  the  world,  and  hope  that  you  will  exert 
ourself  in  their  behalf,  and  ask  for  as  much  as- 
istance  as  can  be  had ;  that  the  Americans  are  at 
be  forks  of  the  rirer  Appalacbicola ;  they  haye 
rritten  a  number  of  times  to  England  and  Pro- 
idence,  but  have  never  receiyed  one  answer; 
hey  expect  (he  man  never  delivered  the  letters, 
int  they  have  full  hopes  in  my  writing ;  thej  re- 
[uest  you  to  make  the  Prinee  Regent  acquainted 
vith  their  deplorable  situation ;  the  Altaer leans 
tave  been  verv  cruel  since  they  commenced,  and 

hope  you  will  not  lose  a  single  moment  in  for- 
varding  Iheir  views;  they  say  they  will  be  ex- 
remely  happy  to  see  you ;  nothing  would  give 
hem  greater  pleasure  than  to  see  you  out  at  this 
(resent  time.  If  they  should  not  see  you,  to  send 
hem  out  all  news  and  directions,  that  they  may 
«  guided  b^  it.  There  are  about  three  hundred 
(lacks  at  t^is  place,  and  a  few  of  our  bluff  people; 
hey  beg  me  to  say  they  depend  on  your  promises, 
md  expect  youare  on  the  way  out;  they  have  stuck 
o  the  caute^  and  will  always  believe  in  the  faith 
)f  you,  and  anv  directions  you  may  give.  Send 
o  me  at  this  place  and  I  wul  do  what  I  can. 

And  remain,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 
ROBERT  C.  AMBRI8TER. 

N.  B.  Francis  says  you  must  bring  the  horses 
trhen  you  come  out,  that  you  promised,  and  that 
bis  house  has  been  burnt  down,  and  burnt  his  uni- 
form clothes.  R.  A. 

C. 


F^vm  JRobert  C.  Ambritter  to  Oovemor  Cameron* 

Mabcb  20, 1818. 

Sib:  I  am  requested  particularly  by  the  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  the  Arner* 
icans  have  commenced  hoatilities  with  them  a 
15th  Coir.2d  Sbbb^— 72 


long  time  since,  and  have  advanced  some  distaaee 
in  their  territory,  and  are  still  continuing  to  ad* 
vaoce;  that  they  (the  chiefs  of  Florida^  have 
sent  repeatedly  to  your  excellcney,  ano  have 
never  received  one  answer ;  theysnspect  Mr.  Ar* 
buthnot  has  never  delivered  the  papers  to  your 
excellency ;  they  wish  me  to  state  to  you  that 
they  are  compleiely  out  of  ammunition,  muskets, 
dbc.,  begging  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
send  them  the  articles  above  mentioned,  with  a 
few  cannon,  as  the  Americans  build  their  boats 
so  strong  that  their  rifle  balls  cannot  penetrate 
their  sides.  The  captain  of  the  vessel,  who  will 
come  down  again,  I  have  given  orders  to  make 
your  excellency  acquainted  nAth  the  time  the 
vessel  will  sail  for  this  place.  Tour  excellency 
will,  I  hope,  be  good  enough  to  make  the  Prince 
Regent  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  ask 
for  asaisiaiftce,  which  have  pressed  me  verv  hard 
to  press  on  your  excellency's  mind,  and  lixewise 
to  send  them  down  what  news  may  be  respecting 
them  and  the  country,  which  will  be  a  great  satis- 
faction to  them.    I  have  the  honor  to  he.  dkc 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTER. 

N.  B.  They  beg  your  excellency  will  be  as  ex- 
peditious as  possible  ;  that  your  excellency  is  the 
only  dependence  they  have^  and  whom  the  Prince 
Regent  told  them  would  give  them  every  assist- 
ance that  laid  in  your  power.  R.  C.  A. 

D. 
From  Robert  C  Aimbneter  to  Oooomor  Camoron* 

BUWANEB,  NEAR  FoBT  St.  MaBK'b, 

March  20, 1818. 

I  am  requested  by  Francis  and  all  the  Indian 
chiefs  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  they  are 
at  war  with  the  Americans,  and  have  been  soma 
time  back;  that  fhey  are  in  great  distress  for 
want  of  ammunition,  balls,  arms,  dbc,  and  have 
wrote  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot  several  times,  but  tbev 
suppose  he  never  delivers  them  to  your  excel- 
lency. You  will  oblige  them  much  to  let  them 
know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

I  expect  the  Americans  and  Indians  will  at- 
tack us  daily ;  I  have  sent  a  party  of  men  lo  op- 
pose them ;  they  beg  of  me  to  press  on  your 
excellency's  mind  to  lay  the  situation  of  the 
country  before  the  Prince  Regent  and  ask  for 
assistance.  All  news  respecting  them,  your  ex- 
cellency will  do  a  favor  to  let  us  know  by  the  first 
opportunity,  that  I  may  make  them  acquainted ; 
I  nave  given  direction  to  the  captain  to  let  vour 
excellency  know  when  the  vessel  will  sail  for 
this  place.  I  hope  your  excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  send  them  the  ammunition  ;,  1  expect  if  they 
do  not  procure  some  very  shortly,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans will  march  through  the  country.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  add.    I  am,  dear  sir,  dbc*. 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTAR. 


B. 

From  Sobert  C,  Ambrister  to  Peter  B.  Cook. 

Mouth  of  tbb  bivbb,  TVetdoy  3  o^clock. 

Dbar  Cook:   The  boat  arrived  here  about 
three  o'clock  on  Thursday ;  the  wind  has  been 
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abcttcl  eTcr  sincQ  I  baT«  been  dowo  i  the  rodder 
of  the  Teseei  is  in  a  bad  conditioo,  but  I  will 
manage  to  have  it  done  to-night;  the  wind,  1 
am  in  hopes,  will  be  fair  in  the  morning,  wkuen 
I  will  ffet  under  weigh  and  make  all  possible 
despatch.  I  will  make  old  Lewis  pilot  me  safe. 
If  tnese  Indians  don't  conduct  themselvesstraight, 
I  would  use  rigorous  means  with  them ;  beware 
of  Mr.  Jerry ;  I  found  him  on  board  when  I  came ; 
keep  a  good  look  out.  I  haTe  sent  two  kegs  of 
powder,  and  on«  bar  of  lead.    Tours,  iu. 

R«  U«  A* 

» 

dnestion  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  not  fre* 
quently  hear  me  lay  that  I  would  haTe  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Indians  in  exciting  them  to  war 
with  the  United  Sutes? 

Answer.  I  do  not  rtooUect. 

doestion  by  the  prisoner.  Are  you  acquainted 
with  Lewis  Phenii,  and  have  you  not  heard 
him  eipress  ill-will  against  me  in  conseouence 
of  my  wishing  him  to  pilot  me  to  Sl  Mark's  ? 

Answer.  I  ne?er  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  my  sending  troops 
at  any  time  to  fight  against  the  United  Sutes,  and 
have  I  not  been  constantly  with  you,  so  that  you 
would  bsve  bad  an  opportunity  of  knowing  if 
there  had  been  any  sent  by  me  7 

Answer.  I  hare  not ;  they  might  hare  been 
sent  without  my  knowledge. 

Jaoob  HiAMON,  a  witness  on  the  pvt  of  the 
prosecution,  being  duly  sworn,  stated  that,  some 
time  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  first  of  April, 
the  prisoner  took  possession  of  the  schooner 
Chance,  with  an  armed  party  of  negroes,  and 
stated  his  intentions  of  taking  St.  Mark's;  on  his 
way  thither,  going  ashore,  he  learned  from  some 
Indians  that  Arbuthnot  had  gone  on  to  St.  Mark's, 
which  induced  him  to  return.  The  witness  also 
stated  that,  while  the  prisoner  was  on  board,  he 
had  complete  command  of  the  negroes  who  con- 
sidered him  as  their  captain.  The  prisoner  took 
the  cargo  of  the  vessel  op  towards  Suwanee, 
which  consisted  of,  with  other  articles^  nine  kegs 
of  ponder,  and  fire  hundred  pounds  of  lead. 

The  evidence  on  both  sides  being  closed,  the 
prisoner  was  allowed  until  five  o'clock  this  even* 
iDff  to  make  his  defence. 
•  5  i**"^  allowed  the  prisoner  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  defence  having  expired  he  was  brought 
before  the  court,  and  made  the  defence  marked 
M^hich  is  attached  to  these  proceedings. 

The  court  was  then  cleared,  and  the  proceed- 
ings read  over  by  the  recorder,  when,  after  dae 
deliberation  on  the  testimony  brought  forward, 
the  court  find  the  prisoner,  Robert  C.  Ambrister, 
guilty  of  so  much  of  the  specification  to  the  first 
charge  as  follows,  viz:  "and  did  excite  them  to 
war  With  the  United  States  by  sending  their  war- 
riors to  meet  and  fight  the  American  army,  he 
being  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  which  Govern- 
ment was  at  peace  and  friendship  with  the  United 
Slates  and  all  her  citizens;"  butnotguilty  of  the 
other  part  of  the  specification :  guilty  of  the  first 
eharge;  guilty  of  the  specification  of  the  second 


charge,  and  guilty  of  the  seeoad  chaige;  lod  k 
thetefore  sentence  the  prisoner,  RobiRCAa- 
brister,  to  m^erfdMOh  by  bemg  Mo(,  ti»#<iiflf 
the  court  cooeurring  therein. 

One  of  the  memMrs  of  the  eoortrqiKid^t 
reconsideration  of  bit  vote  on  the  teateoet  iIk 
sense  of  the  court  was  taken  theicoB,uddKihi 
in  the  aflkmative;  when  the  votewutgiiiti' 
ken,  and  the  court  sentence  the  priamci  to  neait 
fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  eoifiiel  vitk 
a  ball  and  chain  to  hard  labor  for  twelrcokidu 
months. 

The  court  adjourned  tine  He, 

EDMUND  P.  6AINBS, 
Major  General,  Pm't^lkOfgt 
J.  M.  QLASSSLL,  Btart, 

DEFBNCE  M. 

Fort  St.  BfAXXs,  AprU^M 
Tki  Qniiad  Sliaies  of  Anmnw.Sita 
Christy  Ambristec 

Who  being  arraurned  before  a  spMitf  ^' 
martial  upon  the  foUowing  chaim  to  wit: 

1st.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  conafortioe  the  at 
mys  supplying  them  with  themeaoiMiviM 
bemg  a  subject  of  Great  Britaia  at jpaecnth 
the  United  States,  and  lately  ao  offieetiitte 
British  colonial  marines. 

Charob  2d.  Sending  and  comaudng.^ 
Lower  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  oa  warifutf 
the  United  Sutes.  ^^ 

To  the  first  cham  the  prisoner  at  tbf  bir  m^ 
ed  not  guilty,  and  as  to  the  secood  mp  » 
pleaded  guilty,  and  justification.  The  prxoM 
at  the  bar  feels  grateful  to  this  hoaonUe  conn 
for  their  goodness  tn  giving  him  a  s^f '["^^ 
to  deliberate, and  arrange  his  defeaeeoot&eiftoK 
charges.  The  prisoner  at  the  bar  here  iru» 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  suUof  »J^i'^^ 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  testimony  ^P^^l^! 
trodueed  in  this  case  was  very  eipto|)*°^^^^ 
to  every  point  the  prisoner  could  **^.  "f -^ 
nothing  further  to  offer  in  his  defeoee,  butF 
himself  upon  the  mercy  of  the  booonUe^'* 

ROBERT  C.  AMBRISTB^ 


HnAnu'Bs,  Diviatoa  op  thb  Som, 
d'jt  Gen's  Qfice,  campimi^^^ai 


AiPjt 


OENSRAL  ORBEBS. 

At  a  special  court-martial,  commeac«d  * 
26th  instant  at  St.  Mark's,  and  ^•^^i^'^ifl 
28th,  of  which  brevet  Major  OeD««^*'\ufcU 
is  president,  was  tried  A.  Arbuthaot  ob  tK  ^ 
lowing  charges  and  specifications,  rtf  •        . 

Charge  1st.  Exciting  and  stirring  up  ih*^'^ 
Indians  to  war  against  the  United  Siu^ 
her  citizens;  he,  A.  Arbuthnot, being  «^i 
of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  the  UniW  ^^ 
are  at  peace.  ^^^ 

Charob  2d.  Acting  as  a  spy,  «^"'f^*J^j,cnl 
and  comforting  the  enemy,  ao^  s^VfV^ 
with  the  means  of  war.  .  ^jJe 

Gbarob  3d.  Exciting  the  IndiiBt  ^  "" 
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^eor  0f  tie  Annlnie  AuNw^  ^ 


•od  destroy  William  Hambi v  aod  Edward  Doyle, 
eoDfiseate  their  property,  and  eausiog  their  arfttt 
with  a  view  to  their  ooodemnatloB  to  deathj  aad 
the  seizare  of  their  property,  they  beiaf  oitizeoi 
of  SfMto,  on  aeooaot  or  their  aettve  aad  zealone 
exertioas  to  maiotaia  peace  between  Spain,  the 
United  Slates,  and  the  Indians. 

Te  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  not 
guilty.  The  covrt,  after  mature  deliberatioa  on 
the  evidence  adduced,  find  the  prisener,  A.  Ar- 
buchoot,  gailiy  of  the  6rst  charge,  and  guilty  of 
the  secotsd  chargOb  leaTing  out  the  words  *^  aoc* 
iog  as  a  spy ;''  and,  after  mature  reflection,  sen- 
teoce  hins,  A.  Arbuthnot,  to  be  suspended  by  the 
neck  nniil  he  is  dead. 

Was  also  odad  Robert  C.  Ambrister  on  the 
following  diarges,  yiz: 

Cbarqb  Ist.  Aiding,  abetting,  and  comfort- 
ing the  enemy,  and  supplying  them  with  the 
means  of  war,  he  being  a  subject  of  Qreat  Brit- 
lia,  (vho  art  at  peace  with  tba  Uaiied  Siasea,) 
lod  late  en  eAeev  w  the  Biili^  eeloaial  marines. 

Cbaugbi  Sd«  Leading  and  commanding  the 
Lower  Creek  Indians  in  carrying  on  a  war  against 
Ihe  United  States. 

To  which  charges  the  prisoner  pleaded  as  fol- 
ows,  Tiz :  To  the  first  charge  not  guilty ;  to  the 
»ecood  charge  guilty,  and  justification. 

The  oouri,  on  examination  of  evidence,  aod 
3a  mature  deliberation,  find  the  prisoner,  Robert 
D.  Ambrister,  guilty  of  the  urst  and  second 
:harges,  and  do  tberefose  seoteace  him  to  suffer 
leath  by  being  shot.  The  members  requesting 
I  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  this  sentence, 
ind  it  being  had,  they  sentence  the  prisoner  to 
eceive  fifty  stripes  on  his  bare  back,  and  be  con- 
ined  with  a  ball  and  chain  to  hsird  labor  for 
welve  calendar  months. 

The  Commanding  General  approves  the  find* 
og  and  sentence  of  the  court  lu  the  case  of  A* 
irbuthnot.  and  approves  the  finding  and  ficst 
«nteQce  ol  the  court  in  the  case  of  Robert  C. 
imbrister,  and  disappioves  the  reconsideration 
>f  the  sentenoe  of  the  honorable  court  in  thae 
!ase.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  and  pleading 
)f  the  prisoner  that  he  did  lead  and  commandl 
within  the  territory  of  Spain,  (being  a  subject  oi 
3reat  Britain,)  the  Indians  in  war  agsinst  ihe 
LJoited  Sutes,  those  nations  being  at  peace.  It 
5  aa  established  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations 
hat  any  individual  of  a  nation  making  war 
igaia«t  the  citizens  of  another  nation,  they  being 
It  peace^  forfeits  his  allegiance,  and  beeomes  an 
)tttlaw  and  pirate ;  this  is  the  case  of  Robert  C. 
(Vmbrister,  clearly  showa  by  the  evidence  ad- 
luced. 

The  Commanding  Qeneral  orders,  that  Brevet 
^,.  C.  W.  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  will 
tiave.  between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  A.  Arbuthnot  suspended  bv  the  neck,  with 
%  rope,  until  he  is  dead^  and  Robert  C.  Ambris- 
:er  to  be  shot  to  deoJLh^  agreeably  to  the  sentence 
}f  the  court. 

John  James  Arbuthnot  will  be  furnished  with 
\  passage  to  Pensaco^a  by  the  first  vessel. 


The  special  court,  of  which  Brevet  Major  <9eap 
eral  B.  F.  Qaines  is  President,  is  dissolved* 
By  order  of  Major  Qeneral  Jackson. 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  A^.  tibk 

Adj't  and  life.  Gbr^s  Offics, 

September  23, 1818. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  papers  on  file 
in  this  oflke. 

DsfABTMVMT  OP  War,  Aug.  14, 18181 

StB :  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
the  orders  to  Qeneral  Chines,  growing  out  of  the 
late  decision  of  the  President,  relative  to  St. 
Mark^  and  Pensacola.  [See  letter  to  Genera! 
Qaines  of  August  14, 1818.] 

I  was  directed  by  the  President  to  wait  the  re- 
ply of  the  Spanish  Minister  to  Mr.  Adams's  let* 
ter  to  him,  which,  not  being  received  until  the 
dty  before  yesterday  has  caused  so  great  a  delay 
as  to  render  it  necessary  to  send  the  orders  direct 
to  General  Qaines,  without  passing  them  through 
you.    I  have,  dtc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  Gen.  Avnaaw  Jackbon. 

Naehville  Tenneeeee. 


The  fotlowing  depositions  and  documents  ac- 
companied Mr.  Lacoek^  report  made  to  the  Sen* 
ate  on  the  24th  of  February,  1818: 

No.1. 

Dbpabtksht  of  Wab,  Fkb.  10, 1818. 

Sia :  Ageecably  to  the  request  made  in  yout 
letter  of  the 8th  insuni,!  now  transmit  aa  extract 
of  Geaeral  Jackson's  letter  at  the  lOsh  of  August 
last,  aad  a  copy  of  General  Ja^soa's  order  to 
General  Gaines,  of  the  7th  of  last  August,  in  ie« 
lation  to  8l  Augustine;  a  copy  of  the  order  to 
General  Chimes,  of  the  1st  of  September ;  and  an 
estraot  of  (he  answer  lo  Geaeral  Jackson's  letter 
of  the  lOthof  AiiflLU^  1818  (  which  comprelMnd 
all  the  information  required  by  the  committee* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.CCALHOUW. 

Hon.  Abnbr  Lacock,  Chairnum,  f  c. 

No.S. 

HaADa'aa,  Dtviaioit  or  yum  SouTe, 
NaekmiUe,  Janucury  18, 181& 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  te  aekUewledge  the  r^ 
ceij»t  of  your  order  of  the  86th  ultimo,  which 
reached  me  last  night ;  iti  contents  are  duly  noted, 
aod  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

I  have  received  no  late  adviees  fiaai  General 
Gaiaes,  although  I  have  for  some  time  expected 
the  return  of  the  express  sent  to  him  on  the  84th 
of  November  last.  Taking  into  view  the  strength 
of  the  Seminoles  and  their  adherents,  as  reported 
to  you  by  General  Gaines,  and  the  aggregate  of 
his  strength,  regulars  and  militia^  amounting  to 
but  one  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  which  caur 
not  possibly  afford  a  like  number  of  effectives; 
considering,  likewise,  that  the  greater  portion  ef 
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h»  forces  are  dnivghicd  militta,  from  Qeorcia, 
who  may  apply- for  their  diaebarge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  mooihs  from  the  time  they  were 
first  musteredi  and  who  may  be  disposed  to  claim 
this  riffht,  and  abandoa  the  campaign,  aboat  the 
time  I  could  reach  Fort  Scott,  I  have  deemed  it 
both  prudent  and  adTisabie  to  call  from  the  west 
end  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  one  thonsand 
Tolanteer  moanted  gun-men,  to  serre  during  the 
campaigD.  With  this  force,  in  conjunction  with 
the  regular  troops,  I  can  act  promptly,  and,  with 
the  smiles  of  Heayeo,  successfully,  against  any 
force  that  can  be  concentrated  by  the  Seminoles 
and  their  auxiliaries.  Viewing,  however,  the  lives 
of  our  citizens  as  too  precious  to  be  risked  in  a 
contest  with  savages,  with  the  odds  of  two  to 
one,  unless  where  real  necessity  demands  the  ex- 
posure, I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Gk)vernor 
of  Gteorgia  to  continue  in  the  field  the  one  thou- 
sand men  required  by  General  Gaines, 

The  result  of  the  appeal  I  have  made  to  the 
patriotism  of  those  brave  men  in  West  Tennes- 
see, who  have  so  oAen  followed  me  to  the  field  of 
danger,  will  be  known  by  the  19th  instant,  and  I 
hope  to  leave  this  for  Fort  Scott  on  the  22d.  Of 
my  movements,  and  success  in  raising  the  mount- 
ed volunteers,  you  shall  be  advised. 

It  may  appear  to  the  Government,  on  the  first 
Tiew,  that  mounted  men  are  the  most  expensive ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  rapidity  of  their  move- 
ments, the  amount  of  quartermaster's  expendi- 
tures for  pack-horses^  baggage- wagons,  and  other 
means  of  transport  indispensable  to  footmen,  in 
this  instance  saved,  mounted  gun-men,  as  auxil- 
iaries in  such  a  campaign  as  the  one  contem- 
plated, will  be  found  to  save  both  blood  and  trea- 
sure to  the  United  States.  The  volunteers  that 
have  been  invited  to  the  field  are  of  tried  mate- 
rials, and  such  as  can  be  relied  on  in  the  day  of 
danger  and  trial.    With  respect,  Ac. 

ANDRBW  JACKSON, 

Mafar  Oefieral  commanding^, 

Hon.  J.  G.  Calboon,  Sec^ryof  War. 


I 


I  feel  myself  much  at  a  loss  for  correct  topo- 
tapbical  information  of  the  country  occupied 
y  the  Seminole  lodiaas,  and  particularly  of  that 
portion  which  may  possibly  become  the  seat  of 
war.  Should  there  beany  maps,  plans,  or  charts, 
of  the  section  of  country  alluded  to,  in  the  secret 
bureau  of  the  War  Department,  you  will  oblige 
me  by  having  a  copy  transmitted  to  Fort  Scott 
aa  early  aa  practicable. 


A.  J. 


No.  3. 


HiADa'Bt,  Division  of  tbb  Sootb, 

MuAvOfe,  January  13, 181& 
flfia:  Being  advised  that  the  assistant  deputy 
quartermaster  general  of  General  Gkitnes's  bri- 
gade has  resigned,  and  being  unadvised  as  to 
quartermaster's  funds  within  the  seventh  depart- 
ment, I  have  to  request  that  necessary  funds  be 
forwarded  to  Quartermaster  General  Gibson,  at 
Fort  Scott,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  meet  me  at 
that  place  without  loss  of  time. 


Should  the  one  thoasaad  volonceer  moaaied 

fun-men  attend  to  my  appeal  to  their  pauioiiiaij 
shall  send  on  a  confidential  agcot  to  Geoifis. 
to  have  the  necessary  supplies  for  them  procured 
and  forwarded  by  the  quartermaster,  if  any  thm^ 
to  Fort  Gbines ;  and,  if  none,  by  the  agent  k&i^ 
with  instructions  to  draw  on  Ctaartermaster  Geo* 
eral  Gibson  for  the  amount  of  his  purchases;  this 
is  done  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  Toloateen 
called  for.   I  need  not  observe  that,  without  qau> 
termaster's  funds,  an  army  eaonoc  be  wielded 
either  with  promptitude  or  efieet.    Prompcitade 
in  the  present  campaign  will  be  a  great  sariagio 
the  United  States,  both  in  character  and  pane. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke« 

ANDRBW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  Commam£ai. 
Hon.  JoBN  C.  Calhoun,  Sec'ry  of  War, 

No.  5. 


0/  a  Ua»  fiwm  Mumr 
Br€wdMkdmr  GaunU  Cn 


Nasbtillb,  Attguat  7, 181S. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  notorious  Micco  de 
Cozey  is  at  length  destroyed.  The  distrm  of 
the  Indians  for  provisions  l  expected.  Toor  pro- 
viding for  their  wants  meets  my  entire  approbs- 
tion  ;  it  will  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
Government,  as  it  corresponds  with  the  nsml 
humanity  extended  to  the  suffering  Indians. 

I  have  noted  with  attention  Major  Twiggs^ 
letter,  marked  No.  5.  I  contemplated  that  the 
agents  of  Spain,  or  the  officers  of  Port  8l  An- 

fustine,  would  excite  the  Indians  to  hostility,  and 
Ornish  them  with  the  means  of  war.  It  vii/  6e 
necessarv  to  obtain  evidenee  subataDiiatiag  this 
fact,  and  that  the  hostile  Indians  have  bres  fed 
and  furnished  from  the  garrison  of  St.  Air|^»5tine. 
This  being  obtained,  should  you  deem  yoor  force 
sufficient,  vou  will  proceed  to,  take,  tad  garrison, 
Fort  St.  Au^^ustme  with  Ameriean  troops,  and 
hold  the  earrison  prisoners  until  you  hear  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  transport 
them  to  Cuba,  as,  in  your  judgmeoi,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  you  may  think  best. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  proceedings 
carried  on  by  me,  or  this  order,  are  not  on  the 
ground  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spaio.  It  is  <■ 
the  ground  of  self-preservation,  bottomed  on  the 
broad  basis  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
and  justified  by  giving  peace  and  secoritr  to  our 
frontier ;  hence  the  necessity  of  procuring  evi^ 
dence  of  the  fact  of  the  acents  or  offieen  of 
Spain  having  excited  the  Indians  toconlisuedie 
war  against  us,  and  that  they  have  fomished 
them  with  the  means  of  carrying  oo  the  war. 
This  evidence  being  obtained,  you  will  (if  yoar 
force  is  sufficient)  permit  nothing  to  preveof  yoa 
from  reducing  Fort  St.  Aogustin^  ezeepc  a  pos- 
itive order  from  the  Department  or  War. 

Orders,  some  time  since,  have  been  g'trtu  to  tie 
officer  of  the  ordnance  commanding  atChariafi»i 
to  have  in  readiness  a  complete  battering  train, 
the  number  and  caliber  of  the  guns  pointed  ouu 
I  have  no  doubt  you  will  find  them  in  readiai 
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I  ciiclfMe  yoa  the  report  of  Ctptaio  Heoley  of 
ch«  naTftI  foree  oo  that  <tfttion.    You  will  odsd 
a  eorrespoodeoee  with  CommaitdaDt  A.  G.  IDal- 
las,  to  iasdrehis  eo-operatioa,  provided  it  should 
be  required.   I  trust,  before  ihts  reaehei  voa,  yoa 
"wiil  have  destroyed  the  aettiement  eollected  at 
Sowanee;  thta  can  easily  be  done  by  a  coup  de 
enotn,  provided  seereey  of  jroar  movemeDU  be 
observed,  and  a  ^reat  expedition  of  march  used. 
TVithoot  expedition  of  movement,  and  great  cau- 
tion, you  will  be  discovered,  and  the  enemy  will 
flee,  or  endeavor  to  ambuscaae  yon;  both  of  which 
oD|;ht  to  be  guarded  against. 

Have  a  careful  eye  to  your  supplies  on  hand, 
that,  before  they  are  consumed,  others  may  be 
ordered  and  reach  you*  Without  neoesaary  sup- 
plies, an  army  cannot  operate  with  effeet  The 
late  searcity  ouffht  to  teach  us  a  lesson  on  this 
head,  ncTer  to  be  forgotten.  I  therefore  expect 
that  no  searcity  will  happen  at  any  place,  post, 
or  garrison,  intrusted  to  your  care.  I  shall  ex- 
peet  to  hear  fro^  you  shortly ;  and  that  you  and 
your  brigade  may  be  successful  in  all  your  opera- 
tions, and  cover  yourselves  with  glory,  is  my 
heartfelt  wish. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDABW  JACKSON, 
Major  GenercU  commanding. 

No.  6. 

Haiod'as,  Division  op  tbb  South, 

NoMhvm,  AugUBt  IQ,  18ld. 

Captain  Gadsden  will  likewise  deliver  you  his 
report,  made  in  pursuance  of  my  order,  accom- 
panied with  the  plans  of  the  fortificationa  thought 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Floridas,.in  con- 
nexion with  the  line  of  deftpnee  on  our  Southern 
frontier.  This  was  done  under  the  belief  that 
Government  wiU  never  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the 
Union,  or  the  security  of  our  frontier,  by  surren- 
dering those  poats,  unless  upon  a  sure  guaranty, 
agreeabljr  to  the  stipulations  of  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  that  will  insure  permanent  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  security,  to  our  Southern  fron- 
tier. It  is  believed  that  Spain  can  never  furnish 
this  guaranty.  As  long  as  there  are  Indians  in 
Florida,  and  it  possessed  by  Spain,  they  will  be 
ewted  to  war  and  the  indiscriminate  murder  of 
our  citizens,  by  foreign  aceats  and 'Spanish  offi- 
cers. The  conduct  of  Spain  for  the  last  six 
years  folly  proves  this.  It  was  under  the  belief 
that  the  Floridas  would  be  held,  that  my  orders 
to  make  the  report  were  given  to  Captain  Gads- 
den. To  this  1  refer  you ;  its  perusal  will  show 
you  how  important  it  is,  not  only  to  the  defence 
and  security  of  the  frontier,  but  to  the  whole 
Uoited  States.  It  points  to  our  vulnerable  points, 
and  shows  our  country  can  and  was  intended  to 
be  invaded^  during  the  last  war,  from  this  quar- 
ter ;  and  that  the  attempt  would  have  been  made, 
had  not  the  Creek  Indians  been  subdued  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  British  troops;  and,  after, 
wards,  their  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  Mo- 
bile  bay  was  frustrated  by  the  repulse  tbey  met 
with  at  Fort  Bowyer.    If  possession  is  giwn  of 


the  points  now  occupied  by  our  trooper  and  a  war 
ensues,  an  attempt .  will  no  doubt  be  made  to 

Eenetrate  our  country  by  the  Appalachicola,  and. 
y  the  aid  of  the  Indians,  to  reach  the  'Mississippi 
at  or  above  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs.  Should  tnts 
be  done  with  a  formidable  force,  in  our  unpre- 
pared state,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  enemy 
mi||[ht  reach  the  banks. or  the  Mississippi*  Occu- 
pying these  points  will  prevent  the  danger  of 
such  an  occurrence;  surrender  them,  and  I  would 
not,  without  a  much  stronger  force,  hold  myself 
responsible  for  the  safety  of  my  division.  But 
with  those  points  fortified  as  recommended,  and 
with  an  effective  force  oi  five  thousand  men,  I 
pledge  my  life  upon  defending  the  country,  from 
St.  Mary's  to  the  Barrataire,a«unst  all  the  mach- 
inations and  attacks  of  the  Holy  Alliance  and 
combined  Europe. 

By  Captain  Gadsden  you  wUl  receive  some 
letters,  lately  enclosed  to  me,  detailing  the  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  at  Fort  St.  Augustine 
were  again  exciting  the  Indians  to  war  a^^ainst  us, 
and  a  copy  of  my  order  to  General  Gaines  upon 
this  subject.  It  is  what  I  expected,  and  proves 
the  necessity  and  sound  policy  of  6ot  only  hold- 
ing the  posts  which  we  are  now  in  possession  of, 
but  likewise  of  our  possessing  ourselves  of  Fort 
St.  Augustine.  This  atone  can  insure  peace  and 
security  on  our  Southern  frontier. 

It  is  alone  by  a  just  and  bold  course  of  conduct 
that  we  can  expect  to  obtain  and  Insure  respect 
from  Europe,  and  not  by  a  timid,  temporizing 
policy.  The  first  commands  admiration  and  es- 
teem, the  latter  contempt.  Bot,  from  the  compo- 
sition of  the  present  Administration,  I  can  never 
suppose  that  they  will  abandon  rights,  or  assume 
a  timid  and  temporizing  course  of  policy.  I 
therefore  conclude  that  the  posts  wilt  never  be 
surrendered,  unless  upon  the  terms  agreed  on  in 
the  capitulation,  and  then  it  guarantied  that  those 
terms  will  be  punctually  fulfilled;  particularly 
when  it  is  recollected  that,  unless  this  is  done, 
our  frontier  will  be  exposed  to  all  the  scenes  of 
blood  and  massacre  heretofore  experienced ;  and 
to  regain  them  will  cost  us  much  blood  and  trea- 
sure, in  the  event  of  a  war.  The  security  of  ikt 
Western  States  renders  it  necessary  that  they 
should  be  held :  the  voice  of  the  people  will  de- 
mand it.  But  upon  this,  as  well  as  every  other 
subject,  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Gadsden. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6uc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Ma^or  General  commanding, 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Sec^y  of  War. 

No.  7. 
DnPABTMttNT  OF  Wab,  ^t  1, 1818. 
Sia:  General  Jackson  has  transmitted  to  this 
Department  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  you  of  the  7lh 
ultimo.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  his  orden  in 
relation  to  St.  Augustine  were  given  before  he 
was  apprized  of  the  decision  of  the  President  in 
relation  to  St.  Mark's  and  Pensacola ;  as  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  decision  was-  made  would 
equally  extend  to  the  ease  of  St.  Augustine.   Yoa 


SKi 


JlS9WK&IJL 


mjmt  4fUu  BmdmU  MOiam,  4c 


will  a«e«rdlttf1y  sot  ^mxtj  ttat  pirt  of  Gtoettl 
Jaektoii's  •rier  into  czeevtioD,  esisept  to  eoU«et 
with  MN  th«  evidmee  of  ««ei  faeu  «t  go  to 

SF0V9  moy  eomtettaoee  or  uiisiaiiiee  fn»i  tiie 
psaiili  authority  in  At.  Aogoalhie  to  ihtt  iiootik 
IiitdiMis;  tod  sfaooM  too  Meertfeio  tbat  they  liave 
itfofded  aDf,  yon  wiU  report  the  feots,  property 
untoorted  by  evideoee,  to  this  DeportOMot.  Yon 
wulolso  report  the  facte  onwbieh  yo«  oideied 
fkm  itMe  of  tmtioDS  to  the  Indkne^aad  the  eztaat 
of  the  iMoe-^I  refer  to  the  ietve  which  »  attnied 
to  io  Geaeral  Jaekfon*«  letter  to  yeo  of  the  7th 
ultimo,  as  the  Depaitmeot  has  not  yet  Tccevred 
«ay  iaforoiatioa  oo  the  sahjeet.    I  have*  dkc. 

JOiiN  a  CALHOUN. 
0eo.  B.  P.  OAiNts. 

No.  8. 

StOngl  rf  mlditrftom  J.  C.  OlaJkom^  AcfdiM  of 
W»f  io  Majmr  SmundAninm  Jaekomh  datm 

SvPTEirBER  8, 1818. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  of  the  I4th  nlti- 
sio  to  Geoeral  Qaioes  tor  your  infomiatioD.  I 
coneor  in  the  view  which  vou  ha?e  taken  in  re- 
lation to  the  importance  of  Florida  to  the  effec- 
tual peace  and  security  of  our  Southern  frontier ; 
emd  such,  I  beliere,  is  the  opinion  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Administration.  In  fact,  the  grounds 
assumed  are  Tcry  far  from  being  feeMe.  St. 
llark's  will  be  reuined  until  Spain  shall  be  ready 
to  garrison  it  with  a  sufficient  force ;  a^  Port 
Cmdsden,  and  anv  other  position  in  Bast  or  West 
Florida,  within  tne  Indian  country,  which  may 
]m  deemed  eligible,  will  be  retained  «o  long  as 
there  is  any  danger ;  which,  U  is  hoped,  will  af- 
ford the  desired  security.  We  ought.  It  is  true, 
aeTer  to  resort  to  timid  measures  to  aroid  war ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  a  certain  degree  of  cau- 
tion (not  from  the  fear  of  the  Hol^  Alliance) 
ought,  at  this  time,  to  mark  our  polioY.  A  war 
with  Spain,  were  it  to  continue  with  her  alone, 
and  were  there  no  great  neutral  Powers  to  avail 
ihemselves  of  the  opportunity  of  embarrassing  us, 
would  be  nothin|f;  but  such  a  war  would  not 
continue  lonsr  without  involving  other  parties, 
and  it  certainly  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  an  En- 
glish war.  In  such  a  war  1  would  not  fear  for 
the  iate  of  our  country ;  but,  certainly,  if  it  can 
he  prudently  and  honorably  avoided  for  the  pres- 
ent, it  ought  to  be.  We  want  time^time  to 
grow,  to  perfect  our  fortifioatioaS)  to  enlarge  our 
navy,  to  it^lenish  oar  depots,  and  to  pay  our 
debts.  I  speak  to  you  frankly,  knowiiig  your  zeal 
for  our  country,  with  whose  glory  yours  is  now 
identified.  No  one  who  has  eztfknined  my  politi- 
cal course  will,  I  am  sore,  think  that  these  opin- 
ioaa  are  inflsMnaed  by  timid  aaaaeMs. 

[NoTi.  Tha  order  of  the  Uth  of  Angast,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  above  extratt,  has  been  already 
•eommaaieated  to  Congren.] 

No.  6. 
FoaT  OaawFoan,  Afay  19, 1818. 
DmAtL  0m :  Proeeedfag  tOjQeorgia  fi>r  the  por- 
iwse  of  bringing  my  family  to  this  Territory,  and 


4esiraoi  to  provide  for  the  siftty  of  ihc  iblu- 
taais  on  the  frontiers  dnriag  ny  ahieBR,ikie 
soQsht  aa  interview  with  the  ofliecr  ia  emnd 
at  this  place.  At  Oamn  MoBtgoaccf  1  land 
that  yon  woald  arobwy  reach  this  plireai 
few  diaya,  and  indalged  the  hope  of  atiiKfa. 
An  iaievriew  with  yon  would  have  beci  a  n 
a  eoarce  of  maeh  pleasoie^  and  I  icgict  ita 
my  amageiaeBSs  will  not  pemut  bm  a  mit 
yoor  arrvmL 

The  indiaas  eonuneneed  their  annhmi  is- 
cnrsioas  aa  the  froatier  settlemsaa  ii  Juaif 
last,  when  two  men  were  killed  » this  m^ 
faoad.  No  evente  oecomd  aftenvsids  e  esite 
appiahensioB  until  the  14th  of  Ifsrdkjflni 
house  aa  the  IVoderal  Road,  near  Pa|riv8yiat, 
was  attacked,  and  eight  peraoBs  kiliei  Tteiv 
teJligence  reached  me  at  Claiberae,  foa  vhas 
a  detachment  of  monaled  riflemea  vsirDBdi' 
ataly  urderad  to  the  place,  for  oae  amth'iia- 
Tke.  A  few  days  afterwards  five  mtn,  ■» 
travdliqg  the  road,  were  fired  al,andtkRekiJied; 
finm  whom  fifleeB  handled  or  twe  thdoailid- 
lars  were  taken.  The  people,  for  the  acsi jut 
were  flying  for  safety  in  every  dii«etioi,ms' 
communication  by  mall,  or  otherwise,  witi^is' 
gia,  wholly  saspended.  The  IadisDswm»m 
to  be  atiil  m  Ihatiqaarter.  In  this  state  of  tiiu|^ 
three  posU  were  esUblished  by  my  order,  tttua 
there  are  in  the  whole  about  oae  boodred  net 
who  have  instructions  to  sconr  the  woods  Iroi 
day  to  day.  A  fbnnight  siaee  Aey  mii 
camp ;  but,  on  their  approach,  the  ene«2^*^'! 
a  contignoaa  cwama  from  wheaee  tbef  va,  ^ 
4nlled  one  nun.  The  eommandia;  <i«e  j^ 
forms  me  that  he  thinks  the  aamfaer  ef  u<^ 
aow  in  the  neighborhood  conadeiaMt'  lc|" 
have  mentioned  th^^  ra  April,  a  1»*^*^ 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Clalhone,vtf»^' 
cd;  the  husband  kiiled,andwifeaB4if  hos^- 
ters  wounded.  Thirty  dollars,  a  qaattty  ot  «| 
con,  and  every  article  whieh  ceold  k  cof^ 
away,  taken  and  carried  to  Peoiswii,*w** 
believe  the  murdereia might stIU be AMtt^...y 

I  yeaterday  learned  that  oae  l^,^^ 
and  another  wounded,  near  the  f^J^Z 
Thia  detail  of  eveats  however  ^J^^^l 
aecoBaarv.  as  vou  wiU  reeeive  from  nnj^  *^ 


every  iatelligeace  upon  the  sobjeet.  '^JrZ, 
pal  abject  Is  to  sute^t,  in  «r  ^^iffi 
the  people  over  whom  I  presMe  Jb«;S"Jsf 
treasury  betag  desthute  of  fundi,  «»■»  "f  ^Jb 
no  sBppliea  whatsoerer;  ^^^^^,JLk 
power  of  the  comaiaadiBg  cflicer  ^^Z7^ 
the  aid  whidi  he  has  mUarw^j ^ta^^.^ 

beat  disposition  to  alford.  I«n^"?"jwi«f 
troops  should  he  considered  ss  io  tbe  le^  . 
the  UnlM  States,  and  the  ^coaois  •^^ 
when  their  term  of  service  eipiref.  vfl«  ^^^ 
panir  veadeavoosed  at  Poplar  Bprio|> 'J*.  ^ 
aaaoths>  servioe,  on  the  Wh  ApmiWy/JJie 
aaent  of  twenty-five  at  Sepalger  ^^JJ^^ 
eame  term  of  service.  The  «P«»*"^  be- 
red  have  been  considerable,  and  •'"%]^y 
yond  my  means  of  paying.  You  w 
perceive  how  unpleasant  has  been  07 
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Bigfimi  lif  the  amitiole  hMam^  (^K 


withoot  llie  meattsof  allbrdiD^  tfie  protection  ne- 
eeiary  to  keep  the  inliabitaoti  mt  their  homes. 
The  rmhir  foree  in  thtt  qotrter  hii  beeo  insaf- 
fieieoi  for  the  defeoce  of  the  coaetry ;  the  Atlitie 
I  have  BOl  had  tiese  to  organise;  and,  above  all, 
not  a  dolkr  in  the  tveaiury.  My  fvewn  of  the 
oeeenity  of  for#ardinf  tnen  and  money  to  this 
aectioB  of  the  eonniry  Iwre  been  repeateoly  stated 
to  Colonel  Trimble,  but  I  apprehend  it  has  not 
bees  10  his  power  to  meet  them. 

Hating  endeavored  in  ▼ain,  with  my  limited 
resoorees.  to  arrest  the  enemy  after  their  miccee- 
sire  murders;  and  being  satisfied  that  theysooght 
lefoge  in  Florida,  I  detemioed  to  raise  a  volan- 
teer  force,  an4  order  them  to  attack  the  hostile 
Indians  wtf  bout  regard  to  oar  boandary.  A  part 
of  the  foree  is  now  ander  the  oommand  of  Major 
ToQDg,  aad  Captain  8t»ll  is  in  possession  of  my 
order.  Had  I  been  famished  with  fnnds,  the 
eoMDv  wonld  liaire  been  driven  from  that  retreat 
long  before  this  time^-*per»oaded  as  I  am  that  it 
ii  the  oaly  effectaal  method  of  affording  seen- 
ritv  to  thifl  territory. 

I  have  this  moment  reoeived  intelligence  which 
,  leeves  no  donbt  of  voar  approach  to  this  qatrter ; 
tod  I  shall  now  leave  the  Territory  perfectly 
satisfied  tliat  the  people  will  not  suffer  by  my  ao> 
senee.  Mr.  Henry  Hitchcock  is  appointed  Ter- 
ritorial Secretary,  and  will  act  as  Qovernor  after 
I  set  oat  from  Fort  Jackson,  which  will  be  on  the 
26th  or  27th  of  this  month.'  1  may  however  be 
detaioed  a  few  days  lon^  in  arranging  with  the 
Big  Warrior  the  reception  of  a  party  of  Indians 
yfho  har«  sued  for  peace,  and  delivered  them- 
selres  to  Major  Yoang*  This  they  did  so  soon 
as  the  MLajor  convinced  them,  by  a  well-timed 
and  well-executed  expedition,  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  murder  our  citizens,  and 
find  refuge  in  the  Spanish  tenirory. 

There  are  at  this  place  forty  volunteers,  and 
thrsame  number  of  militia  at  Camp  Montgom- 
ery. ShodM  yon  need  any  additional  aid  from  the 
Territorjr  it  would  be  promptly  furnished,  should 
you  notify  me  at  Fort  Jackson  before  my  de- 
parture. 

I  enclose  to  you  letters  I  have  received  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  near  Pop- 
lar Spring,  which  wiH  present  to  you  the  state  of 
things  in  that  quarter. 

Bxcuse  this  hasty  scrawl,  and  accept  the  assu- 
rances of  my  regard  and  esteem. 

WILLIAM  W.  BIEB. 

No.  10. 

Patmast£B  Gbjneral's  Office, 
City  of  Waahington,  JFkb.  20, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17ih  of  the 
present  month  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 

1st.  That "  the  numbers  and  grades  of  the  offi* 
cers  who  commanded  the  detachment  of  Indians 
employed  under  Mcintosh,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Indians^"  appear,  from  the  aooouou  of  the 
agent  who  paid  them,  to  have  been — 

One  Brigadier  General. 
Two  ColoneU. 


Two  Lieutenant  Colonels. 

Two  Majors. 

One  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Four  Assisthnt  Commissaries. 

Twenty-eight  Captains. 

Twenty-eight  First  Lieutenttnts. 

Twenty-eight  Second  Lieutenants. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventeen  rank 
and  file,  (or  other  warriors.) 

2d.  That  "  the  number  and  gradiis  of  the  offi- 
cers, who  commanded  the  Tennessee  and  Ken** 
tocky  volunieerv,''  appear,  from  the  rolls  which 
mustered  them  into  service,  to  have  beea"^ 

One  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

One  Assistant  Inspector  General. 

One  Assistant  Deputy  duartermsster  Qeaeril. 

One  Chaplain. 

One  Foragemaster. 

One  Assistant  Foragemaster. 

One  Judge  Advocate. 

Two  Colonels. 

Four  Lieutenant  Colonels. 

Fonr  Majors. 

Four  Adjutants,  (regimental.) 

Two  Quartermasters,  (regimental.) 

Two  Surgeons,  (regimental.) 

Four  Surgeon's  mates,  (regimental.) 

Four  Sergeant  majors,  (regimen thl.) 

Four  Quartermaster  sergeants. 

Twenty  Captaihs. 

Twenty  First  Lieutenants. 

Bighteen  Second  Lieutenants. 

Eleven  lliird  Lieutenants. 

Seventeen  Cornets. 

Of  whom  one  Captain  and  one  First  Lieuten- 
ant appear  to  have  belonged  to  Kentucky ;  the 
others  to  Tennessee. 

8d.  That  ^  the  number  and  grades  of  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded  (or  served  with)  the  two 
companies  of  raneers,'*  under  Captains  BOyle  and 
McGirt,  appear,  Trom  a  communication  of  the 
paymaster  of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  dated 
the  23d  of  September,  1818,  to  have  been-^ 

Two  Captains. 

Two  First  Lieutenants. 

Two  Second  Lieutenants. 

One  Surgeon's  mate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  ^. 

NATH'L  FRYE,  Jn., 

CyUef  (Jerk. 

Hon.  Abn&r  LAcocit, 

CfuUrman  qf  CkmmiUtee^  fc. 

No,  11. 

PATMA8TBa  GeNERAL's  OfFICE, 

CUy  qf  WaMngton,  ITsb.  23, 1819. 

Sia:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  is  nbw 
before  me;  and,  with  reference  to  my  note  of  the 
20th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  "  the  whole 
number  of  men  (rank  and  file)  employed  as  vol- 
unteers from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,"  appears, 
from  the  muster-rolls,  to  have  been  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty*three;  the  number  eaa- 
ployed  in  Captain  BoyWs  and  Captain  McGirt's 
oompaaies  of  rangers  one  hundred  and  forty. 
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Dtfeai  of  the  Amumie  ituUa$^  ^. 


With  sentlmeots  of  mueb  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient, 

NATH'L  FRYE,  Ja., 

Chitf  Clerk. 
J9on.  Abner  Lacock, 

CTiairman  of  CommUtee^  fc. 

No.  12. 

s 

Wasbinotoii  City,  Feb.  5. 1819. 

'Bib:  I  have  the  boQor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  present  date,  enclosing 
a  eommanication  from  the  chairman  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  requesting  of  you  a  copy  of 
the  letter  addressed  by  Major  White  Young  to 
Governor  Mazot,  on  the  27th  April,  1818.  Not 
having  received  a  report  from  Major  Young  rel- 
ative to  the  correspondence  with  Governor  Ma- 
zot^  or  his  attack  on  the  hostile  Indians  in  the 
Ticinity  of  Pensacola,  the  only  information  I 
possess  on  the  subject  is  contained  in  the  letter 
of  Governor  Bibb,  dated  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1818,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  you. 

On  my  return  from  Suwanee  to  St.  Mark's,  I 
was  informed  (through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Ham- 
biy)  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  direct  from  Pen- 
sacola, that  a  number  of  hostile  Indians  had  as- 
sembled at  that  place.  On  interrogating  the 
captain^  he  reluctantly  stated  that,  at  the  time  of 
his  sailmg,  there  were  in  Pensacola  four  hundred 
and  fifty  or  five  hundred  lodiahs;  that  thev  had 
been  fed  and  furnished  with  munitions  ot  war, 
and  were  committing  depredations  on  the  per- 
sons and  proper! V  of  the  citizens  on  the  frontiers 
of  Alabama^  and  also  on  the  subjects  of  Spain. 
After  receiving  this  information  I  informed  you, 
in  my  letter  dated  at  St.  Mark's,  on  the  26th  April, 
that  I  should  leave  that  place  for  Fort  Gadsden 
in  two.or  three  daysj  and,  after  making  all  neces- 
sary arrangements  tor  the  security  of  the  posi- 
tion occupied,  and  detaching  a  force  to  scour  the 
country  west  of  the  Appalachicola,  I  should  pro- 
ceed direct  to  Nashville.  I  then  ordered  Captain 
Sands  to  Mobile,  to  prepare  and  hold  in  readiness 
a  train  of  artillery,  should  circumstances  arising 
out  of  facts  disclosed  render  its  use  in  the  field 
necessar|r.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  I 
thought  It  my  duty  to  be  prepared  folly  to  exe- 
cute my  orders  in  putting  an  end  to  the  conflict. 

On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Gadsden  my  quarter- 
master general,  Colonel  Georse  Gibson,  who  was 
charged  with  the  defence  of  that  post,  handed 
me  several  ktters,  brought  from  Fort  Montgom- 
ery-by  Major  Hogan,  from  respectable  citizens, 
confirming  the  report  made  by  the  captain  of  the 
schooner  while  at  St.  Mark's,  and  detailing  the 
murder  of  eighteen  of  our  citizens  on  the  Sepul- 

2er,  and  the  destruction  of  a  family  near  Fort 
Uaiborne.  Major  Hogan  also  confirmed  this 
information,  and  added  that  the  citizens  at  Mont- 
gomer]^  were  fortifying  themselves.  Similar  in- 
formation was  received  from  two  gentlemen  who 
arrived  in  a  vessel  laden  with  sutler's  stores  for 
the  troops  at  Fort  Gadsden,  but  whose  names  are 
not  now  recollected,  and  by  the  captains  of  the 
sloop  Hector  and  liarge  Peacock,  direct  from 
Mobile.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  I  was  shown 


a  letter  (confidentially  written)  from  a  pcnoa  of 
high  respectability  in  Pensaeola,  detailing  the 
facts  as  stated  by  the  captain  of  tlie  sehooact  at 
St.  Mark's. 

This  information,  corroborated  by  ao  maayin- 
sons,  determined  me  to  go  in  person  toPensactta; 
and  I  ordered  Colonel  Gibson  forthwith  to  Ha- 
bile, with  instructions  to  give  every  fiiciiiiy  is 
Captain  Sands  in  having  the  artillery  secretly 
moved  to  Fort  Montgomery,  there  to  await  m 
orders;  and  immediately  organized  a  force saft- 
cieot  for  the  execution  of  my  orders^  onder  dale 
of  26th  December,  1817. 

After  crossing  the  Choctawbatehy,  I  dcspsicted 
an  Indian  guide  with  a  soldier  express  »  Fort 
Crawford,  with  orders  to  ColoDel  Gihsoa  aad 
Captain  Sands,  at  Fort  Montgomery,  to  aovew 
the  artillery,  and  form  a  junction  with  me  afto 
I  crossed  the  Escambia  river;  which  order  wai 
promptly  executed.  On  my  reaching  the  Bscaa- 
bia  I  was  met  by  Captain  Boyle,  exoress  frea 
Governor  Bibb,  with  the  letter  of  the  19tk  of 
May  above  mentioned,  and,  on  reaching  ihewe»t 
bank|  received  information  that  Holmes  aad  hii 
warriors  were  then  in  Pensacola,  for  wbicb  ^ue 
I  immediately  marched.  For  my  proxeeirngt 
thereafter  I  refer  you  to  my  detailed  repsrL 

Should  you  wish  information  on  any  otbci 
points  growing  out  of  my  military  open&oai 
during  that  campaign,  it  will  afford  ne  mack 
pleasure  to  give  it  to  you. 
I  am  sir,  yours,  Soc, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Ma^or  General 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Calbour. 

No.  13. 

FoBT  Covington,  neab  Baltoiobi, 

February  5, 1819. 

Sib:  Yesterday  I  had  the   honor  to  reeeive 

Jrour  letter  of  the  3d  insunt,  on  the  sebjeet  of  the 
Bte  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and,  ia 
answer  to  your  interrogatories,  on  all  of  which  I 
am  unable  to  give  you  the  information  required. 
I  was  however,  with  the  troops  at  Fort  Scott, 
onder  the  command  of  General  Gaiaeay  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  I  was  never  ordered 
with  anv  detachment  to  remove  the  Indians  fras 
the  lands  of  the  United  States.  Brevet  Major 
Twiggs,  of  the  7th  regiment  United  States'  ia* 
fantry,  commanded  the  £rst  deuchment  that 
visited  the  Indian  villaffe  called  Fowltown,  siis- 
ated  on  the  east  side  of  Flint  river,  by  the  order 
of  the  General ;  the  nature  of  his  orders  I  Inew 
not.  neither  can  I  say  who  fired  the  first  goa.  I 
understood  at  the  time,  that,  on  the  approach  of 
our  troops,  the  Indians  fled  from  their  houses  to 
an  adjscent  swamp ;  they  were  fired  on,  and  two 
warriors  and,  unrortunately,  one  woman  were 
killed ;  there  was  one  prisoner  taken  by  the  ie- 
tachment,  on  its  marcn  to  Fowltown,  and  vfto 
was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prisoner  at  Fort 
Scott.  This  demchment  brought,  on  their  rerara, 
three  or  four  Indian  horses. 
The  second  detachment  that  visited  the 
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if  Fowltown,  wit  placed  onder  the  commtod  of 
Lieatenant  Colonel  Arbaekle.  of  the  7th  infantry, 
Mrho,  OB  a  near  approach,  detached  me  with  a 
command  to  adtaoce  on  the  Tillage  by  a  different 
'oute  from  that  which  he  took ;  my  orders  from 
lim  were  to  take  prisoners,  if  possible,  but  if  an 
itterapt  to  escape  was  made,  to  fire;  and  to  ex- 
imine  ill  the  buildings  for  corn.  We  were* 
loweirer,  dtscorered  when  within  two  hundred 
irards,  and  the  Indians  took  to  flight,  giving  the 
^ar  whoop,  and  firing  alarm  guns.  Com,  cattle, 
ind  other  proTisions,  1  ha?e  no  hesitation  in  say- 
Dg,  was  the  object  of  this  visit.  We  had  one  or 
wo  wagons  with  the  detachment,  which  were 
oading  with  corn  from  the  cribs  of  the  Indians, 
when  an  attack  was  commenced  bT  them^  in 
vhich  we  had  one  man  killed ;  as  the  Indians 
bogbt  in  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  their  loss  was 
lot  ascertained,  otherwise  than  by  their  own 
eknowiedgment,  which  was  afterwards  said  to 
e  Are  or  six  warriors  killed.  We  brought  off 
11  the  corn  which  we  conrenientljr  could,  and, 
crhaps,  fifteen  or  eighteen  head  or  cattle,  and  a 
ew  hors€s«  Previous  to  our  return  to  Fort  Scott, 
he  detachment  was  halted  on  the  Flint  river, 
hree miles  from  Fowltown,  and  twelve  from  Fort 
^cott,  where  thejr  remained  four  or  five  days  in 
luilding  a  small  picket  work,  called  Fort  Hughes. 
Phe  provisions  thus  uken  was  just  sufficient  for 
he  support  of  the  troops  during  their  absence 
rom  Fort  Scott. 

The  third  and  last  visit  paid  the  village  by  our 
roope,  was  during  the  absence  of  General  Gaines, 
rho  was  at  Amelia  Island.  This  detachment 
vas  also  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar- 
»uckle,  and,  on  our  arrival,  finding  the  place 
ntirely  abandoned  by  the  Indians,it  was  destroyed 
»y  fire. 

The  horses  uken  bv  the  detachment  under 
if ajor  Twiggs,  as  well  as  those  taken  by  that 
mder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ar- 
luckle,  were  considered  of  no  value,  but  were 
ordered  bv  the  General  to  be  turned  into  the  quar- 
erip asters  hands.  I  afterwards  saw  some  of 
hem  in  his  possession  ;  others  were  claimed  by 
he  friendly  Indians  as  their  property,  which  were 
;iven  up  to  them  by  the  Gkneral's  order.  I  be* 
ieve,  sir,  that  this  is  all  the  information  which 
t  is  in  my  power  to  give  on  the  subject  that  you 
lave  requested.    I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

JOHN  N.  MoINTOSH, 

Cagaain  ink  regt.  U.  8.  Inf. 

The  Hon.  A.  LAcotpx. 

No.  U. 

.  BZBGDTIVB  DaPARTXXIIT, 

MUMgeom,  Go.  A&.  6, 1817. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  4th  regiment  of  the 
United  States'  infantry,  which,  for  some  time 
^asc,  has  been  stationed  on  the  frontier  of  this 
State,  near  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and  Cbata* 
loochee  rivers,  is  ordered  to  Fort  Montgotterv,  on 
the  wafers  of  Mobile,  and  I  have  not  heard  or  any 
other  troops  being  ordered  to  supply  their  place. 
By  this  movementi    not  only  the  frontier  of 


Georgia  is  left  without  defence,  but  the  restless 
and  dissatisfied  part  of  the  Creeks,  who  are  con- 
centrated within  the  Spanish  line,  and  at  no 
f^reat  distance  from  the  post  (Camp  Crawford) 
ately  occupied  by  the  4th  regiment,  under  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Clinch,  will  be  without  any  cheek, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  will  indulge  their  propensity 
for  mischief,  by  acts  of  murder  or  rapine,  upon 
defenceless  travellers  and  frontier  settlers.  It  is 
a  fact  well  known  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch, 
and  to  every  officer  with  him  at  Camp  Crawford, 
that  nothing  has  kept  those  Seminole  Indian*, 
who  have  been  joined  by  the  most  inveterate  oi 
the  hostile  fellows  from  the  upper  towns  in  cheek, 
but  the  presence  of  the  troops ;  and,  if  they  are 
removed,  some  serious  consequences  are  to  be  ap- 
prehended. Besides,  it  is  very  evident  that,  by 
the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Camp  Crawford 
and  the  neighboring  country,  that  portion  of  the 
territory  acquired  ny  Jackson's  treaty,  as  it  is 
usually  called,  lying  east  of  the  Chatahoochee, 
and  which,  of  course,  falls  to  Georgia,  will  be 
abandoned  to  the  Indians. 

Against  measures  which,  in  my  judgment,  will 
produce  these  results,  it  is  my  duty,  as  chler  ma- 

gistrate  of  Georgia,  to  protest.  I  am  very  far, 
owever,  fVom  believing  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  President,  with  knowledge  of  the  fact,  to 
leave  Georgia,  as  a  frontier  State,  on  the  Indians 
and  the  Spanish  provinces  of  Florida,  unpro* 
tected}  and  that  if  the  removal  of  the  troops,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Colonel  Clinch  has  been  by  him 
deemed  indispensable,  he  will  order  their  place 
to  be  suppliea  by  a  competent  force. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  substance  of  this  let- 
ter  may  be  communicated  to  the  President,  and 
that  his  determination  thereon  mav  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Executive  of  Georgia,  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  possible.    I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

D.  B.  MITCHELL. 
Hon.  the  SnoRCTAirr  or  War. 

No.  IS. 

EXBCDTIVB  DfiPARTMBNT,  GrOROIA, 

MiUedgenUe,  Feb.  5, 1817. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  you  are  thus  far  on 
your  way  to  Fort  Montgomery,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  present  opportunity  to  communicate  some 
facts,  in  the  expectation  that  you  will  have  ir  in 
your  power,  if  your  judgment  approve,  to  adopt 
the  measures  I  am  about  to  propose. 

Ton,  no  doubt,  have  already  been  informed 
that  the  notorious  Woodbine  has  recently  made 
his  appearance  again  at  the  month  of  the  Appa* 
laehicola,  and  that  he  has  an  agent  now  among 
the  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  in  that  quarter, 
stirring  them  up  to  acts  of  hostility  against  this 
country ;  and  that  Woodbine  himself  has  gone  in 
an  armed  vessel  to  some  psrt  of  the  W^^  Indies 
for  supplies.  Connected  with  this  fact  is  another, 
which  may  serve  as  an  intimation  of  the  future 
conduct  of  these  people^  when  once  in  possession 
of  the  supplies,  which  it  is  said  they  expect  on 
the  return  of  Woodbine.  About  ten  or  twelve 
days  agOy  a  small  party  of  those  Indians  entered 
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the  froDtMr  of  Wftfoe  oottBty,  and  $tol«  two 
liorses  and  some  caule.  They  were  pursMed  by 
aome  of  the  iababitaata,  who  peaceably  deaModed 
a  reiaoraiioQ  of  the  stolen  property,  and,  inatead 
of  a  compliaace  oa  the  part  or  the  IodiaBs,.they 
immediately  fired  upoo  the  whites^  who  retired 
witiiout  firing  a  »hoi;  one  of  the  vhitea  was  mor- 
talW  wounded. 

tf  efore  this  last  circumstance  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge, I  had  addressed  the  acting  Secretary  of 
War,  and  desired  the  contents  of  my  letter  to  be 
commnnieated  to  the  President|  in  which  I  rep- 
resented the  evil  consequences  that  were  liJ^ely  to 
result  to  Georgia,  in  particular,  by  the  removal  of 
the  4th  regiment  from  Camp  Crawford,  without 
their  place  was  supplied  by  an  adequate  force 
from  some  other  quarter ;  and  requested  the  order 
for  the  removal  of  that  regiment  might  be  coun- 
termanded, or  their  place  supplied.  To  this 
communication  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to 
receive  an  answer.  One  object  of  my  preMnt 
address  is  to  know  if  you  cannot  sns^nd  the 
march  of  the  4th  regiment  until  I  ean  hear  from 
the  War  Department,  if  you  do  not  feel  author- 
iaeed  or  disposed  to  order  them  back  to  their  former 
station  at  Camp  Crawford.  Another  object  of 
the  present  address  grows  out  of  the  following 
fact:  some  of  our  people  ha?e  gone  over  the 
Ockmnlgee,  and  settled  between  that  river  and 
the  line  run  under  the  late  treaty  with  the  Creeks^ 
OB  or  near  Goose  creek,  of  which  the  Indians 
complain.  I  have  appointed  an  agent  to  go  and 
order  them  off,  and  bring  me  the  names  of  all 
such  as  refuse  to  move  from  the  Indian  laad.  I 
am  doubtful,  from  tbecbaracter  of  those  intruders, 
that  they  will  not  jremove  without  force  is  used 
to  compel  them ;  aad  it  is  doubtful  whether  I 
can  legally  apply  that  force,  and  the  United 
States  can.  I  nave  to  request,  if  consistent  with 
your  dsRy,  or  the  orders  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  you  will  orders  detachment  of  troops 
to  proceed  to  the  spot,  and  remove  those  intruders. 
I  am  unwilling  to  give  the  Indians  any  just  cause 
of  complaint  against  us,  and  the  more  so,  because 
I  am  determined,  as  long  as  I  hold  the  station  I 
now  occupy,  never  to  permit  any  aggression  on 
their  part  to  pass  with  ioapunity.  I  hold  it  a  good 
rule,  however,  "  to  do  as  I  would  be  done  b^," 
and  am  desirous  of  conforming  to  this  rule  in  the 
present  instance*    I  am,  sir,  yours,  dbc. 

D.  a  MITGH£LU 

Major  Gen.  Bdmdmd  P.  Gaiwc. 

No.  16. 

Having  been  summoned  to  attend  a  committee 
of  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  give  evidence  touching  the  Seminole  war,  I 
did  attend  accordingly,  and,  after  a  verbal  state- 
ment to,  and  ezaminauoo  by.  the  committee,  the 
foUowiiig  questions  were  asked  me,  with  a  re- 
quest that  1  would  answer  in  writing : 

First,  as  to  "the  origin  of  the  Seminole  war, 
and  the  Fowltown  afiair." 

It  is,  no  doubt,  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
honorable  the  committee,  that,  during  the  late 
war  with  the  British  and'Creeks,  posts  were  es-J 


tablished  and  occupied  oo  the  Appalaehieela  by 
British  officers  and  agents,  and  a  eoosidtrahle 
force  there  organized  Air  the  purpose  of  aaBOfiajc 
the  SoBihern  Trontier  of  the  United  States,  b  is 
also  known  that  the  hostile  Indiana  of  the  Ctttk 
war,  who  had  npt  embraced  the  teraas  of  pcaee 
proposed  by  General  Pinckney,  and  fioally  scuM 
by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jacksoa,  had  uk«B  theiier 
in  the  Floridss.  From  their  resenUDeni.aad  tk 
motley  crew  collected  byNicbolls,  mocb  j&ischi^ 
was  to  be  apprehended  by  the  inbabicaais  oo  tk 
frontier  of  Georsia ;  and  the  post  of  Port  Seoa 
situate  in  the  fork  of  the  Flint  and  Chatahooehec 
rivers,  and  near  their  junction,  «vsls  csiaUnhed 
and  occupied  by  a  considerable  force  of  United 
States  troops,  for  the  protection  of  ihat  froauer ; 
and  the  same  troops,  with  the  aid  of  some  asval 
force  which  ascended  the  AppaUchio^  4e> 
stroyed  a  fort  about  sixty  miles  below,  hntlt  by 
Colonel  Nicholls,  occupied  and  defended  by 
negroes.  The  blowing  up  of  this  fort,  with  »t 
negro  garrison,  (for,  except  a  few  Choeiav  la- 
dians,  who  were  taken,  it  is  believed  that  ae  other 
Indians  were  in  the  fort,)  had  a  salotarT  infiaaec 
in  restraining  the  foffhiven  from  tlie  Cresfc  wsi, 
and  those  under  the  infiueoceof  NickoUsssdiu's 
partisans.  I  say  the  fusitives  from  the  deck 
war  and  the  partisans  of  Nicholi^  beeaoic  u  ii 
well  understood  that  the  Seminoles  took  no  psn 
in  the  Creek  war.  unless  the  receipt  of  good^4e. 
from  Nicholls  or  ois  sub-agents  he  considered  si 
proof  of  this  iact;  but  the  truth  is,  they  wiU 
receive  presenu  from  any  party,  without  aav 
intention  of  adopting  his  projects ;  and  such,! 
have  no  doubt,  was  the  case  with  the  Seminolei 
upon  this  occasion.  The  troops  occepying  Fort 
Scott  were,  however,  soon  after  removsid,aadthe 
post  abandoned,  or  so  nearly  so,  that  it  vasia  ihe 
power  of  the  Indians  at  any  time,  to  have  destroy- 
ed it.  Filling,  at  that  time,  the  Bzccoiive  cKak 
of  Georgia^  I  addressed  the  then  Secretary  o{  War 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  tmops.  point- 
ing out  some  of  the  evils  which  wut  likely  u» 
result,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  the  re-ooeupa* 
tion  of  the  post  by  a  respectable  force.  To  Uis 
communication  an  answer  was  received,  by  which 
I  was  informed  that,  although  it  wasthe  inteaitoa 
of  the  Government  to  concentrate  a  respectahk 
force  further  to  the  west,  yet  it  never  was  coa* 
templated  to  leave  the  Iroatier  of  Geocgia  a* 
posed. 

The  peace  of  the  frontier  of  Georgia  hasalwajs 
been  exposed  and  disturbed,  more  or  less,  by  sett 
of  violence,  committed  as  well  by  the  whm 
as  the  Indians;  and  a  spirit  of  retaliatioa  has 
mutually  prevailed.  These  petty  acts  of  aggress 
sion  were  inoreaaed  and  multiplied  by  a  set  of 
lawkts  andahandoned  eharaoien,  who  had  takes 
refuge  on  both  sides  of  the  Bu  Mary's  iiv«r,  liv* 
mg  principally  by  plunder.  1  believe  the  fint 
oiitrage  committed  on  the  frontier  of  G«oifi% 
after  the  treatv  of  Fort  Jackson,  was  by  tlM« 
banditti;  who  plundered  a  party  of  the  Semnole 
Indians,  on  their  way  to  Georgia  for  the  pnrfssa  of 
trade^  and  killed  one  of  them.  This  prodaced 
retaliation  oa  the  part  of  the  ladiaas,  and  hence 
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ke  kilHBgvf  Mil.  Q&MH  mmd  btr  «hild. 
rideoce  of  thMe  plm^et km  and  mvidtiv  k  ob 
le  fii«B  of  the  -fixtewive  of  Gkorgia. 
Btriy  it  March,  1817, 1  rttitMl  the  Oortrn- 
tent  of  Georgia,  tod  accepted  my  preteot  ap- 
notment;  and,  in  Joly,  of  ibe  same  year,  called 
gntni  neeclf){f  ef  the  Crfek  oation,  at  Fort 
(awkios.  At  this  meeting  I  endeavored  to  im- 
ress  apoo  iheminds  of  the  Indians  the  necessity, 
1  their  part,  of  preserving  peace ;  that- many  of 
le  people  of  the  lower  tovne  had  been  led  astray 
'  efil  eoonsel,  had  received  presenu  from  the 
riiish  agent,  Colonel  JNichoUs ;  and  although  it 
IS  acknowledged  that  they  had  not  taken  an 
tive  part  witn  the  Red  Sticks  in  the  Greek 
ftr,  yet  their  conduct  had  made  them,  in  some 
etsnre,  obnosians  %o  the  friendly  part  of  their 
ni  natioD.  and  to  the  United  States ;  and  that 
was  the  duty  of  the  friendly  chiefs  to  reclaim 
ose  people,  and  restrain  the  restless  spirits 
long  them,  whose  conduct  might  eventually, 
not  checked  in  time,  bring  them  into  much 
>uble,  if  not  utter  ruio|  assuring  tbem,  at  the 
me  time,  that  the  United  States  would  pune- 
ftlly  fulfil  all  their  engagements  with  them,  of 
iiich  I  had  then  :given  them  substantial  proof; 
d  that  all,eic«pt  mvrderers,  whttahoakl  return 
their  doty,  aiid  renew  their  friendly  relations 
th  the  nation,  shooM  veeeira  pioiaeftion  and 

fiveness. 
state  thesepatifiotflttreenaecount  of  their  eon* 
lion  with  what  immediauly  follows:  About 
9  last  of  August  of  the  same  year,  say  some* 
ing  more  than  one  month  after  the  meeting  at 
>ti  Hawkins,  1  received  a  letter  from  Major 
viggs,  then  at  Foft  Bcaott,  dated  the  4th  of  that 
wth,  writtttn»«s  he  sayK»  at  the  request  of  the 
iefs  of  three  towns  near  that  place,  expressive 
their  willingness  to  agree  to  the  talk  delivered 
me,  in  July,  at  Fort  HawUot*  A  eapy  of 
tjor  Twigg's  letter,  and  the  meaomodom  en- 
ised  therein,  i»  heiewitii  exhibited.  Of  the 
ee  towns  referted  to,  the  Fowltotvn  wat  one ; 
t,  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seDdiog  ier 
>8e  chtf^t,  or  of  taking  any  measuiet  for  meei- 
\  their  proposition,  Oeverai  Gaines  arrived 
th  a  detaehment  (if  troops  from  the  West,  scat 
'  the  ehief  of  FowUowa,  and  for  his  contuataey 
not  imowdiately  appearing  before  him,  the 
vn  waa  attacked  and  destroyed  by  the  troops 
the  United  States,  by  order  ot  Gknerai  Ghttnea. 
lis  iaet  was.  I  conceive,  the  immediate  cauae 
the  Seminole  war*  Tke  reasons  assigned  for 
t  destroetion  of  Fowltown,  in  addition  to  ihe 
itomaov  of  the  chief;  were,  the  refosal  of  the 
iefs  of  the  Semi&oles  to  give  up  tome  mnrder- 
^  and  the  liostile  aspeot  whteh  they  bad  as- 
ned.  Of  this  demand  and  refusal  I  kaow  noth- 
{ more  than  what  has  been  published  j  hut  tmth 
mpels  me  to  say,  that,  befote  the  attack  m 
iwltown,  aggretaions  of  this  kmd  were  as  fre- 
ent  on  the  part  of  the  whites  as  on  the  part  of 
i  Indians,  the  evidenee  of  whieh  can  be  fur- 
ihed  from  the  iUes  of  the  Bxeeative  of  Georgia, 
which  I  have  before  referred. 
The  second  question  put  by  the  eottmittee  is, 


^  the  orgaafaatioa  of  Meleteeh'a  brigade,  how 
and  hy  whom  done,  with  a  rosier  of  the  field  and 
other  ofteers;  with  the  notice  theteof  given  to 
the  War  Department ;  what  answer,  if  any,  was 
received  i^ 

At  Ihe  meeting  at  Fert  Hawkins,  in  July,  1817, 
Colenel  Brearly,  of  the  7lh  infantry,  attended, 
and  auted  to  me  that  be  was  directed  by  €leneral 
Gaines  to  apply  for  the  assistaoce  or  services  of 
General  llelntosh  wai  five  or  six  hundred  of  his 
friendly  warrior^  in  case  he  should  go  against 
tlM  Semittolet.  I  Intmediately  communicated  the 
appiftation  to  the  ehieft  <m  eooneil,  and  received 
for  answer  that  they  would  leave  that  business 
to  hlcfntosh  and  myself.  I  then  told  Mcintosh 
that  he  must  hold  himeelf  and  his  warriors  in 
teadidcts  to  Join  the  United  Slates'  trooM  when- 
ever ordered.  This  he  readily  agreed  to.  Whether 
1  received  a  written  communication  from  General 
Gaines  vpon  this  subject  or  act,  I  do  not  recollect ; 
but  I  waa  teld  bv  tome  one  that  he  had  written 
to  Mclatesh  for  his  assistcnee.  However,  before 
a  eali  was  nmde  on  the  warriors  to  take  the  field, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  then  acting  Secretary 
of  War,  commenlcatiog  the  fact  tome  that  Gkn- 
cval  Ghiines  waa  prohibited  from  crossing  the 
line,  wiihoot  a  special  order  from  chat 


Denattmeot.    Tfaia  I  considered  as  notice,  or 


rather  as  an  order,  to  me  not  to  permit  the 

friendly  warriors  to  cross  the  line  under  sanction 

of,  or  in  theeervice  of,  the  United  States.    This 

letter,  1  think  I  received  some  time  in  November ; 

aad a  meetlorof  the  ehiefs  having  been  cdied 

by  the  Little  rrinee,  to  take  into  consideration 

the  aflkir  of  Fowltown,  I  informed  them  of  the 

determination  of  the  Government  in  this  partieu* 

lar,  and  dcettttl  them  to  reetain  quiet  until  they 

heard  from  me  agnin.    This  meeting  was  held 

id  December,  at  the  Broken  Arrow,  on  the  Ohat- 

ahoochee ;  and,  en  my  return  to  the  Agency, 

I  foil  in  with  General  Gaines  to  whom  Icom- 

mtmicated  the  con  ten  to  of  the  Acting  Secretary^ 

letter  and  the  course  I  had  taken  with  the  In- 

dlaas.    The  General  then  informed  me  that  he 

had  received  the  erder  spoken  of,  but  that,  from 

the  representatfons  he  had  made,  he  did  not  doubt 

bot  that  the  prohibition  to  crossing  the  Spanish 

line  would  he  removed.   I  had  appointed  another 

meeting  with  the  Indians,  to  uke  place  at  the 

Agency,  at  die  end  of  ttrenty^five  days,  ezpcct- 

iag  to  hear  from  the  War  Department  in  the 

meantime  $  but,  open  the  subject  of  crossing  the 

Spanish  line,  I  reeeivcd  no  imaaediate  answer. 

A  meeting  waa  aeoordingly  held  at  the  Agency, 

whieh  commcneed  on  the  9th  of  January,  IBIS,  at 

whieh  Coloael  Brearly  attended  i  and^  although 

he  brought  no  commtmication  in  wnting  from 

Qeneml  Ghrinea,  yet  he  informed  me  that  he  knew 

the  prohibition  to  crossing  the  Spanish  line  had 

been  wtthdmwn,  and  that  General  Gaines  had 

ordered  him  to  moater  as  many  of  the  friendly 

Indians  into  service  as  were  willing  to  engage. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made,  and  a  day 

assigned,  for  enrolling  the  friendly  warriors,  and 

Colonel  Brearly  atteikded  at  Fort  Mitchell,  for 

that  purpose,  and  there  mnateied  the  greater  part 
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of  them.  Some  comptiHea  were  mustered  ibto 
service  at  several  other  places,  which  were  more 
coQveoieot  for  the  purpose,  owiog  lo  the  locel 
situaiioQ  of  the  Indiaos.  The  first  organisation 
was  that  of  a  regiment ;  bnt,  on  getting  into  the 
field,  they  were  recognised  by  General  Jackson 
as  a  brigade.  All  the^e  proceedings  were  com- 
manicated  to  the  War  Department  from  tinae  to 
time,  to  some  of  which  answers  were  received, 
and  some  not.  The  rolls  made  out  on  mustering 
the  brigade  out  of  service  are  in  the  office  of  the 
Paymaster  Qeaeral,  or,  at  least,  were  sent  to  that 
office  by  me.  The  staJf  of  the  brigade  consisted 
of  one  brigadier  general,  two  colonels,  two  lieu- 
tenant colonels,  two  majors,  one  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  four  assistant  commissaries  of  pur- 
chases, and  one  aid-de-camp,  who  was  omitted  ia 
the  muster  roil.  The  force  of  the  brigade  about 
fifteen  hundred  strong. 

The  third  Question  put  by  the  committee,  is, 
^  The  force  or  the  hostile  Seminole  Indians." 

From  theaceonnu  I  have  been  able  to  receive, 
from  Indians  and  others,  I  have  never  estimated 
the  number  of  the  Seminoles  at  more  than  seven 
hundred  warriors,  and  I  doubt  whether  they  have 
that  number,  eselnsive  of  those  towns  on  the 
Chatahoochee  who  were  considered  hostile  du- 
ring that  war.  The  negroes  have  been  estimated 
at  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  eflfoe- 
tives. 

When  Qeaeral  Mcintosh  and  his  warriors  were 
mustered  at  Fort  Mitchell,  he  divided  his  force, 
and,  with  that  part  which  he  retained  under  his 
own  command,  he  descended  the  Chatahoochee 
on  the  western  bank,  and,  on  reaching  the  town 
called  Red  Qround,  encountered  their  chief  and 
warriors.  In  this  afiair  he  took  fifty-three  warri- 
ors, and  one  hundred  and  thirty  women  and  chil- 
dren. The  chief  made  his  escape  with  a  few 
warriors.  Colonel  Lovett,  with  the  rest  of  the 
warriors  mustered  at  Fort  Mitchell,  descended  the 
Chatahoochee  on  the  eastern  bank,  and,  General 
Mcintosh  crossing  the  river  below  the  fork,  the 
two  detachments  united  on  their  march  to  Mick- 
asukey,  where  thev  all  joined  General  Jackson. 
At  Mickasukey,  the  Indians  had  generally  fled, 
and  but  few  were  found  at  the  town.  On  the 
march  to  Suwanee,  Mcintosh,  with  his  warriors, 
encountered  about  two  hundred  of  the  hostile 
party,  under  Peter  Mcdueen,  of  whom  he  killed 
thirty-seven,  and  made  six  warriors  and  one  hun^ 
dred  and  six  wonaen  and  children  prisoners.  The 
nest  enemy  engaged  were  the  negroes  at  Suwa- 
nee, amounting  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty, 
of  whom  eleven  or  twelve  were  killed,  and  three 
made  prisoners.  The  Indians  of  this  part  of  the 
councry  fled  before  the  army,  and  here  ended  the 
Seminole  campaign,  as  far  as  the  Indians  were 
concerned.  I  will  here  observe  that  the  Micka- 
sukey Indians  are  not  considered  by  the  Creek  na- 
tion as  Seminoles.  Those  Indians  under  Bowlegs, 
are  the  only  ones  considered  bv  them  as  Seminoles, 
although,  in  speaking  generally  of  the  Seminoles, 
in  relation  to  the  Semmole  war,  I  include  all  the 
Indians  who  had  a  share  in  that  war. 

Being  asked  what  became  of  the  prisoners  taken 


by  Mcintosh,  I  answer,  thay  were  gencnUfvit 
into  the  nation*  and  ate  aow  there. 

D.  a  MITCHSLL 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  23d  February,  ISli 

No.  2. 
FoBT  Scott,  AugM  4, 1817. 

Sia :  Some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  lower  towsi  a 
the  Chatahoochee  met  at  this  place  to-daj.  Tk 
chiefs  of  three  towns  were  present,  who  had  M 
been  to  Fort  Hawkins  at  the  time  the  stipeil 
was  delivered  to  them.  They  requested  me  to 
forward  their  names,  and  the  namei  of  i&a 
towns,  to  you,  and  inform  yon  that  theiilkpreB 
to  the  Indians  at  that  place  they  would  agree  \a. 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  TWIGGS,  M^r  M^ 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  (W 
original,  now  in  my  possession, 22d  Febniarf,ISIl 

D.  B.  MITCHELL, 
AgenJtJor  Indum  Affort. 


No.  3. 


Towns. 


CkUfi. 

{Waeksee  MIeca, 
Capetan  Mieco, 
Tidlessee  Tustuaatistt, 
Cow  Merchant, 
Tuskeenehan, 
Holoth  Bmauthlan. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  (be 
original  memorancmm  enclosed  to  me  is  tfaefon- 
going  letter,  by  Major  Twiggs,  82d  Febroarf. 
1819. 

D.B.MITCHELL, 
Agenijbr  hidian  Afian, 

No.  17. 

RonauT  BcTi^a,  Adjutant  Gsaoal  of  th« 
southern  divisionof  the  Army  of  theUnts^S^^ 
being  duly  sworn,  testifies,  that,  ia  the  Bamaer 
of  1817,  Mr.  John  Oonaelson,  of  ths  aeigbborkood 
of  Nashville,  went  to  Pensacola  aad  porekand 
loU  of  land  there,  with  the  approbaiion  of  the 
Governor.  That  the  deponent  hu  heard  tlia 
Mr.  James  Jackson  of  Nashville  was  cooeenel 
with  him,  and  was  the  only  person  eonccrici 
He  also  understood  that  Doonelsoa'^  fint  riev 
in  going  to  Peosacola«  was  for  the  benefit  of  i» 
health.  That  Mr.  Donnelson  is  nepheir  of  Get- 
eral  Jackson's  wife.  That  he  does  not  ksov  tie 
amount  of  Donnelson's  purchase.  That  be  doa 
not  know,  nor  does  he  believe,  that  GeacraJiie^ 
son  had,  or  expected  to  have,  any  interest  ia  said 
purchase ;  nor  did  he  ever  hear  it  suggested. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  there  veic 
two  regiments  of  mounted  gun-men,  loluoteen. 
raised  by  General  Jackson  in  Jannaiy*  18». 
That  General  Jackson  appointed  the  edoow 
and  most  or  all  of  the  field  officers.  Tbtt  u^ 
onel  Haynes  appointed  the  platooa  aod  stum- 
fleers.  That  there  were  also  two  coopasies 
of  volunteers,  called  life  guards,  who  appfia^^ 
their  own  officers,  and  tendered  their  ^^'^^^ 
the  General,  by  whom  they  were  accepted.  Tn 
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seordiflgr  to  the  best  of  the  dopooettt'k  recollee- 
}o,  the  Qov9Tnor  of  Teooesioe  was  at  Nashville 
the  time  the  officers  of  the  gOD-men  were  ap-' 
noted. 

That  Gteaeral  Jackson's  first  determiDatioD  to 
»  to  PeasaeoJa  was  made  at  Fort  QadsdcD, 
'ter  his  retom  from  Sowaoy,  and  was  made  in 
mseqaenee  of  information  that  there  were,  on 
about  the  15lh  of  April,  five  haodred  hostile 
dians  at  Pensaeola.  who  received  ammanition 
id  proyisions  from  toe  Ooveroor ;  and,  also,  in* 
rmation  of  several  murders  having  been  com^ 
itted  on  the  Federal  road*  That,  on  the  march 
Pensacota,  General  Jackson  told  the  deponent, 
at  if,  on  his  arrival,  he  found  the  information 
DC  he  would  demancl  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
bat,  at  Fort  Qadsden,  General  Jackson  saw  a 
Iter,  which  deponent  thinks  wss  from  lunera- 
:y,  one  of  the  noose  of  Forbes,  Lesti^  &  Co*  at 
*Dsacola,  to  Doyle,  a  trader,  then  at  Fort  Gads- 
D,givinginformatton  as  to  the  number  of  Indians 
Pensacola.  That  the  letter  also  stated,  that  the 
operty  of  the  people  of  Pensacola  was  every  day 
predated  on  by  toe  Indians.  That,  when  Gkn- 
al  Jackson  formed  the  determination  to  go  to 
msacola,  he  ordered  Lieutenant  Bands  to  Mo- 
le, to  prepare  artillery,  to  meet  him  after  he 
ould  have  crossed  the  Escambia,  on  his  march 
Pensacola,  which  order  was  executed. 

That,  at  the  time  the  army  attacked  Micka- 
key,  there  were  oot  more  than  five  hundred 
dian  warriors  imbodied ;  nor  does  the  deponent 
lieve  there  were,  at  any  time  during  the  war, 
ore  than  five  or  six  hundred  imbodied  at  any 
le  place*  That,  from  the  nature  of  the  subject, 
is  statement  must  be  conjectural.  That  the 
emy's  warriors  were  in  general  well  armed. 
hat  deponent  was  cold  there  were  about  tbir- 
en  hundred  souls  at  Sowanee,  of  which  two 
indred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  were  fighting 
en.  That  our  army  bad  one  man  killed  and 
or  wounded,  in  actions  with  the  Indians,  during 
e  campaign,  and  two  killed  at  the  Barancas. 
Deponent  further  says,  that  General  Jackson 
ceived  from  a  private  source,  a  plan  of  the  for- 
sss  of  St.  Augustine :  and,  as  the  deponent  be- 
ives,  it  was  sent  to  the  General,  at  St.  Marks, 
Fort  Gadsden,  after  his  return  from  Suwanee* 

That  General  Jackson  had  under  his  ooromandi 
Florida,  about  eighteen  hundred  militia,,  vol- 
iteers,and  regulars,  and  fifteen  hundred  Indians 
ider  McIntosL  That  these  Indians  were  re- 
vived into  the  service  while  General  Gaines 
)mmanded,  and  were  regularly  mustered,  in  and 
it  of  service^  by  the  United  States  officers. 

No.  18* 

Colonel  QaoaoB  Ginaoii,  of  the  United  States 
irmv,  being  duly  sworn,  testifle  and  says,  that  he 
eted  as  quartermaster  general  fn  General  Jack- 
dd's  campaign  acaiast  the  Seminoles.  That,  on 
He  29th  day  of  Janoanr,  1818,  at  New  Orleans, 
e  received  an  order  from  General  Jackson  to 
rocnre,  and  bring  to  Fort  Seott  a  supply  of  ra- 
ions,  ordnance,  and  qnartcrflMater^s  and  hospital 


stores.  That  he  joined  the  General  at  Fort  Gads- 
den, on  the  25th  of  March.  That  the  General 
then  placed  him  in  command  of  the  post,  with  or* 
ders  to  send  stores  round  to  Fort  St.  Mark's,  which 
was  done.  That,  in  April,  Major  Hogan,  pay- 
master  joined  the  army.  He  brought  informa- 
tion of  the  murders  committed  in  Alabama,  and 
on  the  Sapolgus,  a  branch  of  the  Conecuh,  by  the 
Indians.  About  the  same  time  information  was 
brought  by  the  sloop  Hector  to  Fort  Gadsden, 
frem  Mobile,  that  a  large  number  of  Indians 
were  in  Pensacola.  This  was  confirmed  bv  Cap- 
tain Rogers,  of  the  Peacock,  from  Mobile.  In 
consequence  of  this  information,  the  deponent 
held  the  transport  in  readiness,  and  sent  thirty- 
three  thousand  rations  to  Fort  Scott,  believing, 
from  the  information  he  had,  that  the  army  would 
move  to  the  West.  On  the  arrival  of  General 
Jackson  the  deponent  gave  him  the  above-men- 
tioned information,  and  a  number  of  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  Indian  war  to  the  westward  of 
the  Appalachicola*  That,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
the  General  ordered  the  deponent  to  Mobile,  by 
water,  with  instructions  to  send  artillery  and  am- 
munition to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  to  be  there 
ready  himself  to  meet  him  with  artillery,  forage, 
and  provisions.  The  General  was  to  advise  the 
deponent  by  express  of  the  point  at  which  he  was 
to  meet  him.  That  the  deponent  aceordingly  re- 
ceived an  express,  and  met  the  (General  twelve 
miles  from  Pensacola.  The  deponent  farther 
says,  that  he  thinks  it  probable,  that  news  of  the 
assemblBge  of  Indians  at  Pensacola  reached  Gen- 
eral Jackson  at  or  near  St.  Mark's  by  a  schooner 
which  went  from  Pensacola,  and  was  sent  by  In- 
nerarity,  and.  was  a  trading  schooner  loaded  with 
sutler's  stores*  That  she  arrived  at  Fort  Gads- 
dett,  after  leaving  St.  MarkV,  between  the  1st  and 
4th  of  May*  That  Lieutenant  Sands  was  sent 
from  St.  Mark's  to  Mobile  for  ammunition  and 
artillery,  as  deponent  understood  and  believes, 
and  conducted  it  to  an  artillery  officer.  That  the 
army  entered  Pensacola  on  the  day  after  the 
depoaent  joined,  vis:  on  the  twenty- third  day 
of  May. 

That  the  deponent  was  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  Captain  Call  was  seat  to  Pensacola  in  Feb* 
roary.  That  the  schooaer  Italiana  arrived  at 
Pensacola  in  January  with  a  load  of  provisions 
from  the  contractor,  whieb  were  landed  at  Pensa- 
cola, and  the  duties  paid  by  Innerarity,  that  a 
few  months  before  thts  the  contractor  bad  been 
refused  permission  to  send  provisions  op  the 
Bscambia,  and  had  been  obliged  to  carry  them 
by  land  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort  Craw- 
ford. That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  deponent,  it 
was  impracticable  to  supply  Fort  Crawford  in 
the  Winter  by  land,  and  as  that  place  was  in  a 
suffering  condition  for  want  of  jbro visions,  the 
attempt  was  renewed  by  water.  That  it  is  about 
sixty  miles  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  Fort 
Crawford.    That  Arbnthnot'k  schooner,  as  de- 

S^nent  anderstood,  was  given  by  him  to  Colonel 
rady,  who  assisted  him  in  his  trial,  and  was 
sold,  as  he  heard,  for  about  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars. 
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SUatmmi  of  Dwhr  Brmumgh. 

I  was  attached  to  General  Jacksoa's  staflT  du- 
ring the  whole  Seminole  campaign.  At  St. 
Mark's  the  Qeneral  receiTed  information,  by  a 
vessel  from  Pensacola,  of  a  large  number  of  In- 
dians having  collected  there ;  where  thejr  were 
famished  with  provisions,  arms,  and  manitions 
of  war.  Believe  that  Captain  Sands  was  sent 
from  St.  Mark's  for  Mobile,  in  quest  of  a  train 
of  artillery,  to  have  it  at  Fort  Montgomerv,  sub- 
ject to  the  General's  orders.  I  understood  from 
the  General  that  he  would  have  all  his  arrange- 
ments made  and  entered  into,  that  everything 
might  be  in  complete  readiness,  provided  he 
should  ultimately  come  to  the  conclusion  to  visit 
Pensacola.  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
an  actual  determination  to  occupy  this  place, 
and  the  Barancas,  was  never  formed  until  the 

firotest  of  Governor  Mtzot  was  received  on  the 
ine  of  Match. 

J.  a  BRONAUQH,  U.  A  Army. 

No.  20. 

RiORAaD  BL  Call,  captaii  Uoited  Blatea  let 
iolaotrr^  acting  aa  an  aid  to  G^aanl  Jackson, 
batag  only  swoti^  teecifies  and  says,  that,  in  the 
campaign  againat  iJm  Saauaolee,  ha  fiiat  joiaad 
Qenarai  Jaeksan  at  Fort  Gadadeai  and  after- 
ward%  on  tha  arrival  of  the  Tenneseee  volnn* 
tears,  be  joined  him  again  near  St.  Mark's;  that 
ha  understood  that  Gmeral  Jaekion  determinad 
upon  going  to  Paasacola,  on  hearing  that  tha 
Gavernor  of  that  place  had  notasted  ag;aitttt  tha 
|Munaga  of  supplies  up  the  bscambia  river,  and 
in  ooBsei|aenee  of  subsequent  informatioa  rda* 
tive  to  the  aseeanUage  of  Indlaas  at  Peasacote ; 
that  the  deponent  had  bean  at  Pen<iacoia  bv  ar> 
ders  af  Coional  TrimUe.  commanding  at  New 
Ofiaaoe ;  that  ha  arrived  there  on  the  Slat  of 
February,  1818,  and  remaiaed  there  uniii  the 
86th  \  that  his  etders  were  to  obmia  a  paaaega 
foraumliea  op  the  Bscambia  to  Fort  Crawford  s 
that  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  stated  toitha  de- 
ponent, that  be  eonsiderad  it  nneafii  for  itim  to 
give  the  priviie|pe  asked  for.  as  ha  was  uadar 
great  apprehaaaioas,  if  ha  did  so,  the  Indians 
wonid  take  posaeesion  of  St.  Mark's,  or  gifa.tha 
Spaniards  in  that  place  great  anaoyanea  $  that 
deponeoi  made  report  of  tha  ahova  to  Calanai 
TrianWe,  and  ala»gave  informntioft  of  this  pso* 
last  oc  objaatton  of  the  Governor  to  General 
Jaokson  \  that,  oa  the  retarn  of  the  amy  from 
Suwany,  Lieutenant  Sands  waa  sent  from  St* 
Mark's  to  Mobile  for  oaonoa ;  that,  at  Fort 
Gadsdea  or  St.  Marks,  deponent  heard  that  Gan- 
aral  Jackson  had  a  letter  from  Innerarity  to 
Doyle  or  Hambly,  informing  that  there  were  a 
number  of  hostile  Indians  at  Pensacola  $  tha 
number  he  thinks  was  said  to  be  five  hundred. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  Arbutbnot'a  schoon* 
er  was  given  by  him  to  Colonel  William  Brady, 
who,  as  the  deponent  underatood,  defended  him 
before  tha  court-martial ;  that  ha  does  not  know 
what  became  of  the  property  on  board  of  the 


sahooner,  coaetaiiiv  of  skins  and  eosne  vanv 
apparel,  nmoag  which  waa  AmMatcr^saaliira; 
thai  the  prapertf  takea  at  Bswafty  easMed 
principally  or  horses  and  cattle;  that  tbtvaf 
sobeistad  en  tha  cattle,  and  that  the  other  fnp- 
erty  was  given  to  the  Irtandiy  Indians;  ibiikt 
a^graea  takaa  ware  givea  to  the  Indiaos;  ml 
aa  he  nadeiatood,  Coionel  ArbncUe  garc  fc> 
dollnra  a  head  to  the  Indians  for  everfBcp 
delivered  to  him  at  Fort  Gadadea,  tatcailiBf » 
deliver  them  to  their  ownera  wiicn  called  fer. 
Deponent  farther  says,  thnt  €kneffal  Sad;. 
from  Georgia,  parchMad  some  of  die  wm^ 
dared  pmparty. 

No.  81. 


^Joibs  A 

Some  time  in  the  FaU  of  1817, 1  proposed  to  Hi. 
James  Jackson,  of  Nashville,  to  join  witiimeii 
the  purchase  of  lots  in  Pensacola,  aadlso^s  it 
and  about  there :  he  united  with  me;  ui  iii 
other  gentlemen  were  afterwards  asaociaici  We 
emploved  John  Don  nelson  (who  became  also  cot* 
cernedj  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  and  naktkt 
purchaser  taking  care  not  to  extend  ikea  &efood 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  Mr  indooeiiieBt  to 
making  this  adventure  was,  tnat  Ibelie?«4ilK 
country  would  ultimately  belong  to  the  Ufiited 
States,  and  I  was  impressed  with  the  belief  tkt: 
it  would  be  at  no  distant  period;  this,  bovem. 
was  a  mere  impression,  and  founded  oo  iofofBt- 
tion  derived  from  no  source  except  mf  cvs 
opinions. 

I  proposed  asking  a  letter  of  introdQcdoa  froe 
Gkneral  Jackson  to  the  Governor  of  Peosicoh. 
which  the  General  gave ;  this  was  diooftukf  os 
necessarjr  from  a  knowledge  that  theMus  fre- 
quently interrupted  American  citimu  wbiJe  in 
that  city ;  and  this  danger  we  bdiereif  voold  be 
avoided  by  having  the  protectios  of  ihe  Got- 
ernor,  which  we  supposed  could  tad  would  be 
attained  by  introductory  letters  from  respecubk 
sources.  I  think  it  was  some  timeio  NoTember 
that  Mr.  Donnelson  proceeded  on  his  missies 
from  Nashville,  in  company  with  aMr.  Gordon 
who  we  employed  to  go  with  him. 

The  purchases  were  made,  consisting  of  a  bob* 
her  of  unimproved  lots  in  Pensacola,  sixty  lere^ 
of  ground  adjoining  the  town,  oo  the  lowers)^ 
and  about  two  thousand  acres  on  the  bsf  tvc^ 
three  miles  out.  The  deeds  I  have  seen,  tod  i^ 
now  at  Nashville,  written  in  the  SpiD»l' j<^ 
guage^  made  to  Mr.  Donnelsoo,  and  by  biafip^^^ 
conveyed  to  the  eight  gentlemen  ioterestrfon^- 
nally.  Mr.  Donnelson  stated  to  me  tbtt  fat$  Q^: 
purchase  was  refused  to  be  acquiesced  iobviB« 
Governor  of  Pensacola,  allegiog  that  Aaenets 
eitixeoa  ahoidd  not  bay  leads  ihere;  ^J^ 
tion,  however,  was  withdrawn  afterwird^  ^ 
Mr*  Donnelson  was  permited  to  go  oo  and  e^' 
pleta  his  purchases. 

I  aver  that  General  Jackson  is  bo^'^^I; 
was,  in  any  manner  coacerned  with  ^  ^^ 
panys  nor  was  it  entered  into  froaiaav^^^ 
aatien,  hint,  or  opinion  ever  given  by  ^^ 
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ackwHi,  InitaroMciitively  ftom  tkeoiremiisfiMeet 
ret  stated  in  tkb  affidavit-*! be  bcU«f  that  tha 
ooatry  would,  era  Ion;,  belong  to  thra  Oovern- 
leoi ;  aad  that^  if  m,  the  epeealation  wovkl 
rove  a  beacfieiel  one. 

The  eight  gentlemen  concerned  are  as  followa: 

James  Jackson,  sen.,  John  McCray, 

Jaioea  Jackson,  jr.,  John  Jacksoii, 

John  B.  Eatoo,  Thos.  Childress, 

John  C  McLeffiore,  John  Dennelson, 

The  above  gentlemen  bearing  the  same  name 
re  in  nowise  connected  or  related  to  General 
icksoa ;  the  General,  in  fact,  has  no  relatives ; 
11  his  family  having;  perished  during  the  Revo- 
itioaary  war,  in  this  country,  as  I  have  ever  un- 
erstood.  Mr.  Donnelson  is  nephew  to  Mrs.  Jack- 
H),  the  wife  of  General  Jackson. 

Question.  Did  vou  have  any  Conversation  with 
leoeral  Jackson  before  or  after  getting  his  orders 
» ao  to  the  Seminole  war? 

Answer.  After  getting  his  orders  I'  did  not  i 
iQrtly  after  our  association  was  formed  I  saw 
teneral  Jackson,  and  named  to  him  what  had 
sen  done;  and  bis  remark  was,  tha^  he  had  no 
)ubt  but  that  our  project  would  torn  out  advan- 
geously,  or  in  words  to  this  effect ;  but  General 
ickson's  opinion  rested  on  no  better  foundation 
lan  our  own,  a  belief  prevailing  through  the 
mntry  at  that  time  that  the  counti;y  was  about 

be  ceded.  Many  purchases  were  made  in  Pen- 
cola  last  Fall,  I*  have  understood,  founded,  no 
mbt,  on  this  general  puUk  impression. 

Sworn  to; 

JNO.  H.  EATON. 

No.  23. 
Coknd  King  to  JHqfor  General  Jaekeon. 

Pbrbaoola,  October  15, 1818. 

Sir:  Captain  Boyles  returned  to  this  place  on 
ie  13th,  bavingbeen  wounded  in  an  afiair  with  a 
irty  of  hostilelndians  near  the  Choctawhatchy. 

He  reports,  that,  on  the  6th  instant,  he  left  his 
Dats  in  Yellow  Water,  and,  with  a  detachment 
r  twenty*two  men  on  foot,  pursued  a  party  of 
idians  whose  track  he  had  discovered.  Hb 
vertook  them  on  the  8th,  about  twenty-five  in 
umber,  attacked  and  defeated  them,  kilh'ngfoor. 
rounding  many,  and  making  some  prisoners.  A 
trge  auantitv  of  ammunition,  and  all  their  plun- 
er,  fell  into  his  hands. 

The  following  morning,  just  before  day,  the 
arty  defeated  the  day  before,  supposed  to  have 
€en  reinforced,  attacked  him  in  his  camp;  but 
le  succeeded  tn  repulsing  them  with  loss,  not- 
rithstanding  one-half  of  his  men  fled  at  the  first 
inset,  and  were  never  again  brought  into  action. 
B  this  affair,  the  captain  himself  reeeived  a  mus- 
ket ball  in  the  side,  and  had  one  of  his  men 
IttDgerously  wounded ;  this,  together  with  the 
vant  of  provisions,  compelled  bim  to  retnrn  to 
^ensacola.  bringing  with  bim  sixteen  prisoners, 
^e  reports  to  have  made  seven  scalps  dfuring  the 
ixpeduion. 


•    The  raogera  being  very  moeh  fiicfgaed,  I  ahall 

esrmit  them  to  rttt  a  few  days.  I  hope  Captain 
oylee  will  bo  sufficiently  recovered  to  reaomc 
his  command.  I  shall  thea  once  more  order 
him  lo  the  Choctawhatchy,  where  he  is  of  opin- 
ion  a  party  is  conaealed,  of  fVom  focty  to  ifty 
warriors,  who  have  resolved  never  to  surrender, 
confiding  in  the,  expected  return  of  the  Span- 
iards, when  they  arc  sure  of  protection  and  sop- 
plies,  and  will  again  commence  their  depreda- 
tions on  our  settlements.  This  expedition,  I 
flactcr  myatM:  of  Captain  Baylce'a  will  diaap* 
point  and  render  then  barvlesa.  before  theprov- 
uce  is  evacuated* 

I  cannot  dose  this  conamuoication  without 
again  calling  your  attention  to  the  meritorious 
condtiet  of  Captain  Boyles.  In  zeal,  activity^ 
and  perseverance,  he  is  surpassed  by  no  partisan 
I  have  ever  known. 

W.  KING,  CoL  4ik  regiment. 

Mijor  Gen.  A.  Jacksojn, 

Omn  Dimion  qf  the  Scvtik 
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Mt^'or  Fanning,  commanding  SU  Mimk%  io  Jkffat 

General  Oainee* 

FoBT  St.  Mask's,  Bast  Flortoa, 

November  27, 1818. 

Sta:  From  an  Indian  family  arrived  here 
yesterday,  from  Tftmpa  Bay,  I  learn  that  the 
Seminoles  have  received  from  St.  Augustine 
ten  pack-horse  loads  of  ammunition,  and  that  it 
was  distributed  among  them  sixteen  days  ago. 
That  an  English  trading  vessel  was  at  Tampa  a 
month  since.  Some  provisions  and  ammunition 
were  procured  from  her  by  the  enemy.  That, 
ten  days  past,  two  English  trading  vessels  were 
at  Snake  island,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  Su* 
kaney  river. 

Thus,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the 
Seminoles  being  now  well  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition and  provisions. 

The  Spaniards  recommended  to  the  enemy 
united  and  vigorous  operations  against  us,  telling 
them  that  they  themselves  were  going  to  take 
St.  Marks,  which  they  expected  to  do  without 
fighting,  in  the  same  manner  it  was  taken  from 
them;  That  from  St.  Mark's  they  would  go  to 
Fort  Gadsden,  where  they  expected  some  little 
resistance,  and  finally  to  Pensacola. 

These  circumstances  have  put  new  life  among 
the  Sukaney  Indians,  but  Kinbijah  says  he  has 
heard  such  talks  too  long,  and  that  he  will  colr 
leet  his  people  and  go  back  to  his  old  situation, 
and  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the  United  States. 
The  other  Indians  who  left  their  towns  and 
went  to  Sukaney,  during  our  last  campaign,  are 
moving,  or  about  to  move,  back  again,  and  wish 
to  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  war. 

There  is  too  much  appearance  of  truth  in  this 
relation,  not  to  deserve  attention ;  and,  in  con- 
formity to  the  spirit  of  the  general  order  of  the 
16th  September,  I  shall  not  give  up  this  post  to 
the  Spaniards,  should  they  arrive,  until  I  may  be 
convinced  of  the  falsehood  of  the  report  respect- 
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ing  their  eoaduet,  or  until  I  may  reeeire  orders 
so  to  do  from  superior  authority. 
I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  Soe, 

A.  C.  W.  PANNING, 
Commanding  8t,  MarV»» 

Major  General  E.  P.  Gairm. 


Certified : 


DANIEL  E.  BUtlCH,  A.  D.  C 


EtUraei  qf  a  kUer  from  Central  Jadlutn  U  ike  SeC' 

retary  of  War,  dated 

HSADCl'Ra,  DlTISION  OF  TBB  SOITTH, 

NashviUe,  November  28, 1818. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
EiDg,  detailing  a  conflict  between  Capt.  Boylesi 
of  the  Rangers,  and  a  detachment  of  hostile  war- 
riors. The  conduct  of  the  capuin,  in  this  affair, 
was  meritorious,  and  I  trust,  ere  this,  be  has  re- 
covered from  his  wound,  and  disappointed  the 
hopes  of  the  warriors  of  the  Choctawhatchy.  A 
short  time  since  every  mail  from  the  South  re- 
ported the  pleasing  intelligence  of  the  general 
submission  of  th«  Seminofes;  the  cause  of  the 
reassumption  of  hostilities  is  stated  in  the  Colo- 
nel's communication.  The  fact  that  the  news  of 
the  restoration  of  Pensacola  to  Spain  had  re- 
vived their  hopes,  and  again  excited  them  to  war, 
is  an  additional  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  my 
operations  in  the  Floridas,  and  has  confirmed  me 
in  my  unalterable  opinion,  that  the  Seminole 
conflict  could  not  have  been  terminated  by  any 
other  means  than  those  adopted.  My  only  ap- 
prehensions are,  that  my  operations  were  not  suf- 
ficiently extensive  to  insure  permanent  tranquil- 
lity in  the  South.  St.  Augustioe  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  whole  penin- 
sula is  beyond  the  control  of  our  garrisons.  The 
situation  of  Florida,  in  relation  to  our  country,  is 

Siculiar,  and  demands  the  early  attention  of  our 
overnment.  Bordering  almost  on  the  Creek 
natioD^and  within  the  vicinity  of  tbe  four  south- 
ern tribes  of  Indians,  her  territory  will  always 
prove  an  asylum  to  the  disaffected  and  restless 
savage,  as  well  as  to  a  more  dangerous  popula- 
tion, unless  some  energetic  Government  can  be 
established  to  control  or  exclude  these  inter- 
lopers. The  savages  and  negroes  who  have  not 
suomitted  to  our  authority  have  fled  east  of  the 
Suwanv  river,  and  whether  settled  in  the  Alotch- 
away  plains,  near  St.  Augustine,  or  more  south- 
wardly,  we  have  yet  to  learn.  Their  fprce,  no 
doubt,  IS  too  inconsiderable  to  create  any  serious 
disturbances  with  this  country;  but,  if  unmo- 
lested, they  may  acquire  confidence  with  their 
strength,  and  prove  a  destructive  enemy  to  our 
frontier  settlers.  They  should  be  pursued  before 
they  recover  from  the  panic  of  our  last  ope- 
rations. 

^  I  submit  to  your  consideration  military  opera- 
tions for  this  Spring,  connected  with  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  bay  of  Tampa.  The  plan  proposed 
IS  to  embark,  from  Fort  Gadsden  or  Pensacola, 
five  hundred  regulars,  for  the  bay  of  Tampa,  to- 


gether with  a  force,  say  oae  hoadrtdudfififM 
two  hundred  men,  adequate  to  themiiDttiDii^of 
the  work  to  be  constructed  at  that  poisL  Sioal- 
taneaus  with  this  movemeot,  to  posh  tfDiteof 
five  or  six  hundred  men  up  to  theSLJobVud 
occupy  a  position  at  or  near  tbe  old  iDditntm 
Pecolota.  This  force,  as  sood  is  slron^lf  forti- 
fied, to  be  actively  employed  io  scoQriogtk< 
country  as  far  west  as  SowaDy,foreiDg(o,orR^ 
ceiving  tbe,  submission  of  the  hostile  lodiasi 
who  will  be  sent  into  the  interior  of  iheCnet 
nation.  The  troops  detached  to  tbebtjofTia{N 
having  constructed  and  gtrrisoped  a  soiublt 
work,  having  reconnoitered  the  neigbboria^cooa- 
try,  and  destroyed  Woodbine's  negro  oalilijli- 
men t,  to  march  to  the  position  occopioioatfie 
St.  John's,  deviating  only  where  IndiMTto 
or  settlements  (if  there  are  any  in  the  cojb«i) 
invite  their  attention.  From  lbs  best  iDforoi- 
tion  I  can  collect,  the  march  from  Timptiow 
point  proposed  on  the  St.  John's  woold sot fi- 
ceed  seven  days.  Saeh  man,  from  mj  of b  ex- 
perience, can  march  with  eight  days'  ritwjot 
his  back,  which,  with  due  economy, tiHl^ 
twelve— time  sufficietft  to  perform  iheopei"* 
intended.  The  expense  of  the  expeditioi  wjM 
be  trifling,  as  it  is  proposed  that  nooetor«ftt- 
lars  should  be  employed,  and  the  admiir  w 
the  nation  incalculable,  as  finslifcrushiDta^H* 
hostilities  in  the  South,  and  affording icuresM- 
vice  to  some  of  our  regiments  who  hi«gij" 
sluggish  from  the  inactivity  ofgarnsoodoiiB. 

Jfi^sr  General  Gamee  to  GmrwOff^' 

Sir:  I  have  received  informati«jk«'j{^^ 

tus  Santee,  a  sergeant  of  the  ^ww  »  k^ 
tiUery,  who  had  obtained  from  h"«^°*^ief 
oficer  a  temporary  leave  of  »*»J*!*' j^B^lif 
days  since  fired  on,  arrested,  and  »^^d 
a  party  of  armed  men  at  St.  i^bnV^/T'S, 
person  assuming  the  rank  and  ehinetti 

Spanish  officer.  ,        ^  ^iMMBsoftlf 

It  is  likewise  reported,  that  two  wu«w^^ 

United  States  were  by  the  ««"f«Kii«l^ 
wounded,  and  imprisoned;  and  thiiwiTjj^ 

tratorsol  this  outrage,  ^ll'^5J?:-i-i.iiiii«^ 
their  conduct  under  the  veil  of  W^  i^trirfJ 
ty,  took  the  sergeant  and  culxen  ojj^,  ^^ 
St.  Augustine,  whither  ti  was  undwio^^  j^^y 
were  to  be  carried,  under  a  P.'****  j^^j^^ 
would  there  be  arraigned  and  ^*"  J,,.  jt«F«* 
Presuming  that  theinformauoagir*^  ^j 

thU  subject  IS  correct,  I  hastea  lu  ^^fjadeiu- 
the  immediate  liberation  <>^^°f '^Sjpprtf0B(^= 
zens  thus  arrested,  wounded,  eo^ 
within  your  government.  .  .  ^  gMSti^ 
Major  James  M.  Glassell,  of  ««  ^^iio 
of  the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  w  «'  ^ijd 
hand  you  this  letter,  and  to  ^^^Tla^^^ 
order  to  this  place,  the  persona  «<^";"/.gjjyon» 
this  officer.  I  shall  expect  to  ^^^^iaH^ 
proper  explanatioD,  with  the  «■■" 
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perpetrators  of  this  oatrsffe  will  be  panished  as 
Its  enormity  demands*    I  nave,  &c. 

£.  P.  GAINBS,  Maj,  Gen.  conuTg. 

His  £x'y  Oor.  Coppii«g£b,  St.  Augustinn, 


(f  BADa'Rs,  Fehnaiioina.  £•  F^ 
Deeember^f  1818. 
Sir:  I  have  received  intbrmatioa  from  sev* 
eral  persons,  lately  from  St.  Augustine,  that  a 

girty  of  armed  men,  headed  by  a  person  called' 
aptain  Miller,  assuming  the  rank  and  authority 
of  a  Spanish  officer,  about  the  d3d  instant,  ired 
upon  Augiistus  San  tee,  a  sergeant  of  the  United 
States  artillery,  with  two  cttheens  of  the  State 
of  Georeia.  The  set geant  had  obtained  a  short 
leave  of  aibsence,  to  accompany  his  brother  on  a 
visit  to  St.  John's.  This  brother  and  the  other 
citizen  are  reported  to  have  been  badly  wounded. 
The  sergeant  and  one  of  his  companions  (the 
9ther  being  unable  to  travel)  were  seen  on  the 
Mth,  matching  trader  guard  towards  St.  Augus- 
tine. 

I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Gbvernor  Coppin^ 
jer,  demanding  the  immediate  liberation  or  the 
ttrgeant  and  other  persons  confined ;  a  copy  is 
enclosed  herewith,  marked  No.  1. 

The  Captain  MiUer  above  mentioned  is  re* 
sorted  to  be  a  deserter  fVom  our  service ;  he  is, 
levertheless^  understood  to  be  a  captain  of  the 
ifiorida  militia,  and  to  have  acted  under  the  au* 
hority  of  th^  Spanish  Governor. 

Tho  sergeant  was  absent  without  my  knowl- 
i)ge ;  the  unfortunate  citizens  who  were  wounded 
ire  represented  to  be  disorderly  men,  and  are  sus- 
)ected  of  having  gone  to  Florida  with  a  design 
0  arrest  some  fugitive  offender  who  had  escaped 
Voro  prison  in  Georgia.  This  impression,  how- 
nrer,  appears  to  be  founded  ontjr  in  vague  rumor. 
^  this  as  it  may,  there  is,  notwithstanding,  much 
ground  to  believe  that  the  Spanish  authorities 
»nly  want  the  means  to  enable  them  to  give  us 
ipen  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  their  settled  hos- 
Uity,  and  intimate  connexion  with  omr  red  ene- 
nies.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  I  enclose  here- 
vith  No.  2,  a  copy  of  a  letur  from  Major  Faa- 
ling,  commanduig  St.  MarkB|,  received  by  the 
ast  mail.  By  this  it  appears,  from  ladiaa  testis 
Qony.  that  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Augustine,  witii 
11  their  affected  purity,  have  lately  furnished 
lostile  Indians,  at  the  bay  of  Tampa,  with  tea 
lorse-loads  of  ainmunition,  recommending  to 
hem  united  and  vij[orous  operations  against  us, 

shall  hold  mysenin  readiness  to  do  what  can 
te  done  with  the  limited  means  under  my  con- 
rol,  and  shall  strike  at  any  force  that  may  present 
uelf. 

Permit  me  M  ittqaaat,  that  aa  offioar  of  the 
[loartennaaier  QaDti<al%  departmeai  nMty  ha  or- 
lered  to  join  me,  with  the  sum  of  iwaaty  thira- 
and  dollars,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  thai 
lepartment ;  and  that  a  battalion  of  infantry  may 
>e  ordered  to  this  place,  in  addition  to  my  present 
iommand.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc. 

BDMUNO  P.  GAINES. 

Hon.  J.  C,  Calhouw,  Secretary  of  War. 
ISiti  Con.  8d  Ssss.— 73 


[Mr.  Lacock  commtmicated  the  Mlommg  additioaal 
documents  to  the  Senate,  March  3^  1819.] 

Wabhinoton,  March  3, 1819. 

On  an  examination  before  the  Special  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  Sem- 
inole war.  I  was  told  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Bur-* 
rell,  one  of  the  committee,  that  what  he  (Mr. 
Burrell)  then  took  down  of  my  testimony  was  a 
memorandum  i  and  if  used,  that  my  deposition 
should  be  written  out,  and  submitted  to  me  for 
correction.  The  deposition  was  not  submitted, 
but  was  sent  at  once  to  the  printer,  who,  believ- 
ing that  several  words  were  emitted,  sent  it  to 
me  for  revisal.  I  then  waited  on  two  of  the 
committee  Mr.  Lacock  and  Mr.  Burrell,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  strike  out  a  part ;  but  they  would 
not  permit  me  to  make  any  additions.  The  parts 
struck  out  were  not  material.  What  I  wished 
to  add  was  the  substance  of  an  order,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  a 
part  of  this  deposition. 

GBORGB  GIBSON. 


EiBtmet  cfmnof^er  to  Cotend 


dated 


Camp,  36  mUee  eaet  of  St.  Mark% 

2ith  April,  1818. 
General  Mcintosh  and  his  warriors  will  be  at 
Fort  Scoct,  and  will  probably  take  much  of  the 
supplies  ordered,  up,  and  as  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teer! will  pass  irom  Gadsden  to  that  point,  he 
wishes  you  to  despatch  a  boat  with  a  further 
supply,  and  should  the  corn  hare  arrived  from, 
New  Orleans  last  ordered,  you  will  forward  a 
considerable  quantity  also  to  enable  the  volun- 
teers' horses  to  reach  Fort  Hawkins. 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adft  Gen. 

The  order  from  which  this  extract  is  made^ 
together  with  the  order  from  which  the  following 
is  extracted,  were  submitted  through  Mr.  Eatoa 
to  the  commicfee.  I  beg  leave  also  to  make  tbe 
second  extract  a  part  of  this  deposition,  to  wit : 

Extract  of  another  tetter  to  Colonel  Cfitrnn^  dated 
BfiFOAfi  St.  Mark's,  April  9, 1818. 

Thbia  caused  by  ooeof  tiiosedeloded  anctelMa 
who  have  asked  for  peace,  and  it  b^raated  theoa* 
Seveotasnmei»,  eighteen  womea,aad  thirty  chii* 
dseii,  have  sarreadered  |  and  they  ask  permiasioa 
to  paas  by  wattr  to  Fort  Gadsden«  This  is  graacvl 
them,  and  they  will  remain  here  aatil  the  runaer 
retarns  by  whom  veu  will  wiiie  to  the  eomnaan^^ 
lag  offieer  of  St.  Mark's,  Capuia  Vaskon,  aoder 
w£at  badge  yaa  know  them. 

.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

District  of  Columbia, 

County  <f  Washington,  to  vnt  : 

Oo  this  3d  day  of  March,  1819,  George  Gibson 
[>ersoQaUy  appeared  before  the  subscriber^  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid 
and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  mat- 
ters and  things,  as  set  forth  in  the  annexed  state- 
meat,  are  true  as  stated, 
dworn  before 

JOSEPH  FOllREST. 
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secutioQ  of  the  Seminole  war  in  the  Spring  of 
1818,  in  cottfonnity  to  the  soggestion  of  the  Pzes* 
ident  in  hit  Mesaage  of  the  month  of  Mnreh, 
when  he  detailed  to  them  every  information  in 
relation  to  that  subject.  The  citizens  of  Qeorgia 
and  Alabama  had  made  repeated  calls  on  the 
General  Goremment  for  protection ;  and,  with  a 
fall  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  tovehing 
the  causes  and  nrogress  of  that  war,  Congress  ao- 
thorized  the  calling  out  an  additional  bngade  of 
militia,  and  made  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  Georgia  troops  then  in  serrice. 
The  President,  too,  who  is  commander-inHshtef 
of  the  army  and  na?y  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  should  be  the  proper  judge  to  determine 
whether  his  orders  m  uithfuUy  executed,  had 
made  the  acts  of  his  officers  his  own,  not  only  bf 
the  express  authority  which  he  had  conferred, 
but  by  subsequent  adoption  also. 

Wuh  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  defensive  measures  adopted  by  the 
Government,  as  also  the  reasons  by  which  they 
had  been  governed,  were  entirely  satisfactory,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  perceived  that  no  other 
coarse  could  ha-ve  been  pursued  which  would 
have  secured  the  indispensable  purpoees  for  which 
the  Seminole  war  had  been  prosecated.  That 
those  measures  should  be  denounced  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  Constitution,  by  thoae  very 
persons  who  originallvgave  them  their  suffrages. 
IS  certainly  calculated  to  excite  the  astooishmeni 
of  every  impartial  observer. 

Under  such  circomstanees  ii  was  to  have  been 
anticipated  that  all  controversy,  rdative  to  the 
agency  of  your  respondent  in  ffiving  rise  lo  the 
war,  would  have  been  completely  piu  to  resu  It 
wa.s  coafidentlj  expected  that  he  would  have 
escaped  the  cnminalion  of  your  committee ;  re- 
proaches which,  if  aanotioned  bv  your  hoaoiable 
body,  are  little  inferior  to  cashiering;  besides, 
no  instance  is  to  be  found  on  record  where  a 
similar  course  was  adopted  in  relation  to  any  of 
the  Indian  wars  in  which  the  United  States  hare 
been  engaged. 

After  all  the  above  eircomstaaces  had  trana- 
mred,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  snbjeec  of  the 
Seminole  war  had  been  finally  diapoaed  of  in  the 
Uouae  af  Representatives,  your  comodttea  took 
it  op  with  avidity,  proaeeatad  it  with  aansaiimty 
that  was  unexampled,  and  animadvetted  upon 
the  oondtaet  of  the  Exaeative,  and  his  official 
^enta,  in  a  manner  whieii  n  beliaved  to  be  alto- 
gether strange  and  noveL  By  rdteftttiona  of 
aaal^coadact  they  seem  to  have  evinced  a  diapo* 
sitioa  10  smmp  upon  the  whole  transaction,  and 
those  oonnedcd  with  it,  infiimy  and  disgiaae. 

Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  a  majority 
of  any  of  the  superior  uibunals  of  the  nation,  in- 
fiueneed  by  party  laelinga,  shall  prooaed  to  crim- 
inate a  pubue  officer,  or  cAet  his  removal,  in 
order  to  erente  a  vaeaac|r*  ar  to  gratify  tha  am- 
bition of  a  Ihvarite  partisan,  then  may  private 
resentment,  nnd  the  most  aagry  pamious,  aeqnire 
an  unbounded  and  dangeioos  caatrol  over  their 
proceedings.  Rvery  sentiment  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity wul  be  oomplciely  stifled,  as  well  aa  all 


r8|pird  for  the  Constitotioii  aad  Inu  lie  pi« 
tnot  will  have  ample  cause  to  trcnUe  lor  the 
honor  of  his  country,  and  the  papstoitf  «f  ker 
republican  institutions.  The  vcamrieUMof 
our  liberties,  which  has  been  conseenicd  brike 
blood  of  our  heroes,  aad  the  wisdom  of  oornga. 
will  be  imminently  endangered,  if  sec  atinlf 
buried  in  ruins. 

That  the  charges  preferred  shoold  hare  bea 
published  to  the  world,  at  a  time  to  weelode  iL 
investigatioa.  is  a  circumataace  but  littk  eiieo- 
lated  to  impart  consolation,  or  to  qairt  the  lianas 
of  reputation  assailed.  No  other  sntioest  en 
be  indulged  than  that  it  was  inteadeibfeoiu- 
teraetiog  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Biinsnt- 
atives  previously  made,  to  produce  aa  uhraiUe 
impression  on  the  public  mind,  before  uftkiig 
could  be  offered  as  an  antidote  totheinprcsMiB 
it  was  intended  to  disseminate.  Tvelre  aoitki 
have  almost  elapsed  since  the  pabliestiia  ot  th 
report;  all  investigation  has  beea  seeeainlj 
postponed,  and  hence  iias  additioaal.  oiaffited 
injury  been  sustained.  The  efieet  has  bn  to 
excite  prejudice,  and  thereby  prevent  thttia^ 
tial  examination  which  is  so  essentiai  te  eofreet 
determiaatioo.  Calumny  has  ben  aiMfapi- 
cion  left  free  to  act,  aad  the  meaat  of  cxciung 
public  odium  amply  afforded.  Restifl{  a  ^ 
eternal  principles  of  truth  aad  JBstiee,aBdeUiB- 
ing  for  himself  the  high  prerogatire  eeeeredbf 
the  Constitution,  this  respondeat  siks  to  apptv 
in  his  own  vindication,  and  to  sabmit  the |t^b^ 
of  his  defence,  and  the  "  motives"  hf  wiuca  u 
has  been  actuated. 

The  first  consideiatioB  which  prewau  Mj 
the  authority  under  which  your  coBsiifiie*''^' 
Three  propositions  only  ate eonttiscd a^^ 
olution  of  your  honorable  body,  npoitkefe^^ 
of  which  no  report  has  been  madc,air  kv  yosr 
committee  staled  "  what  circanmace  <^^^ 
to  authorize  or  justify  the  comiaaBiiigGetkenl 
in  taking  possession  of  the  Spaahh  ^^  ^^ 
stead  of  confining  themaelves  withia  the pilen 
their  powersi  they  have  travelled  srer  the  vhw 
grouad  occupied  by  the  House  of  ^cp*!^' 
lives,  in  search  of  new  subjects  of  isqoirj  v^ 
before  touched  on.  or  embraced  wiihit  m 
powers. 

So  far  as  the  oommittee  haveemhnccdvii^ 
their  investigation  the  original  caaaes  of  the  «v> 
the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  fn<>^ 
frontiers  of  Georgia ;  the  employami  of  t^ 
teersaod  friendly  Indians;  theexeeBtiooffAr- 
buihnot  and  Ambrister ;  the  order  to  ^f^ 
sion  of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  resaoti  ^  ^ 
lives  of  your  respoadent  ia  the  coBdic|^^ 
managemeat  of  the  war,  it  is  believed  to  k  >J 
act  oTsopererqgationyand  a  departarefroa^ 
practice.  This  objection  is  aot  aiade  i^  F 
respondent  upon  the  ground  that  he  e<*^'^': 
conduct  vulnerable,  or  from  a  wish  to  elo«^»' 
quiry;  but  is  barely  mentioned  as  1^^^.^ 
of  the  stffoag  dispositioa  of  your  cm0^ 
affix  ceasure  upoa  his  motives  and  sctiei^ 

Upon  a  caiefal  examinatioQ  of  the  itf^ 
ary  orders  which  were  directed  to  year  i^r 
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President,  ftikl  docomcnts  relative  to  the  Semi- 
nole war,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
shall  have  atitbority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers ;  that  said  committee  inquire 
relative  to  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops 
into  West  Florida  ;  whether  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  Pansacola  and  St.  Mark's  were  amen- 
able to,  and  under  the  control  of  Spain ;  and 
particularly  what  circumstances  existed  to  au- 
thorize or  jastify  the  commanding  Qenerai  in 
taking  possession  of  those  posts." 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  a  select 
committee  of  five  persons  of  your  honorable  body 
irss  appointed,  who,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1819.  made  a  report. 

The  committee  had  ample  time  for  a  correct 
»amiDatioa  of  the  subject  submitted  to  their 
:oBsideratioDy  and  means  by  which  to  have  been 
fully  satisfied  of  the  ianocence  of  your  respond* 
SDt ;  jet,  in  their  report,  had  he  been  accused  of 
crimes  against  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his 
country.  Upon  a  review  of  that  document,  your 
espondent  is  free  to  declare  that  both  the  narra- 
ive  of  facts,  and  the  arguments  deduced  from 
hem,  are  unsound  and  erroneous.  The  incorrect 
mpressions  with  which  the  committee  seem  to 
lave  labored  bare,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memo- 
ialist,  gireo  to  tnis  subject  a  distorted  aspect, 
ind  thrown  around  it  a  deceptive  coloring. 

With  striking  a  deadly  blow  at  the  liberty  of 
lis  cooDtry,  and  with  acts  of  wanton  usurpation, 
vhich,  for  their  enornrtty,  would  vie  with  the 
nost  absolute  despots-— with  the  Directory  of 
i'ranee,  daring  their  short  career  of  madness  and 
oily-— has  your  respondent  been  charged.  These 
accusations  have  tor  their  object  the  rendering 
'OUT  respondent  obaozious  to  his  fellow-citizens. 
Still,  he  will  not  so  far  forget  the  duty  he  owes 
limself,  and  the  respect  due  the  Senate  and  the 
American  people,  as  to  indulge  recrimination.  It 
s  not  the  means  by  which  truth  can  be  arrived 
t,  or  the  cause  of  justice  and  imnartiality  pro- 
noted.    But,  to  vindioate  himself  from  reproach. 

0  ward  off  unmerited  imputations,  and  to  stand 

1  opposition  to  a  report  or  a  committee  of  your 
ody,  which  casu  the  severest  censure,  is  a  right 
tcured  to  him,  because  it  is  the  right  of  every 
itizen. 

With  ail  the  respacL  therefore,  that  is  due  to 
a  august  branch  of  the  Qovemment,  but  with 
iiat  frankness  and  sincerity  which  conscious  in- 
ocenee  demands  to  assume,  does  he  present  him- 
Klf.  It  is  a  duty  which  he  ewes  to  himself,  to 
it  office,  to  his  family,  nay,  to  his  country,  for 
rhich  he  has  encountered  privations,  and  whose 
Merest  has  always  been  dear  and  paramount  to 
11  other  considerations.  In  doing  this,  he  will 
lot  depart  from  Chat  respect  which  is  proper  to 
>e  observed ;  nor  will  he  hesitate  to  believe  but 
hat  the  Senate,  on  an  impartial  examination  of 
he  facts,  will  come  to  aoncldsions  different  from 
rhat  their  committee  have  arrived  at. 

The  manner  in  which  the  inquiry  was  eon- 
iucted  by  the  committee  is  believed  to  have  been 
lovei ;  a  mass  of  testimony,  tending  seriously 
0  iffect  the  reputation  of  an  individual|  was 


collected;  and,  although  it  was  proposed,  yet 
was  an  opportunity  denied  him,  of  appearing  W 
fore  them  to  offer  any  statement  or  explanation 
in  his  power,  in  relation  to  those  subjects  upon 
which  doubts  and  difficulties  might  arise.  He 
was  deprired,  by  this  refusal,  of  the  privilege  of 
confronting  his  accusers,  and  of  interrogating 
and  cross-examining  witnesses  summoned  for  his 
conviction.  Such  testimony  only  as  the  com- 
mittee chose  to  select  was  heard,  and,  when  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  declared  a  language  different 
from  what  the  witness  intended. 

By  refusing  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  con- 
front and  cross-examine  witnesses,  how  easily 
may  be  indulged  in  rancorous  invective,  and  oc- 
casions sought  to  vent  malignant  and  implaca- 
ble resentments.  Your  respondent  does  not  pre- 
tend to  assert  that  anything  of  the  kind  occurred 
during  the  present  investigation,  but  has  barely 
adverted  to  it  as  forming  a  portion  of  the  evil 
consequenocs  which  ttiiffht  arise  from  so  informal 
a  method  of  inquiry.  To  adoi>t  such  a  course,  is 
to  prostrate  the  rules  of  judicial  proceedings,  to 
violate  every  maxim  of  Justice,  and  to  trample 
down  all  the  sacred  guaranties  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  has  been  tausht  to  believe  that,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  our  magna  ekartaf  every 
individual  was  secure  in  his  life,  liberty,  property, 
and  reputation ;  and  that  he  could  not  be  tried 
before  atay  constituted  authority  of  the  nation 
without  being  beard  in  his  defence,  permitted  to 
introduce  exculjMtory  evidence,  to  cross-examine 
and  confront  his  accusers.  This  is  one  of  the 
choicest  fruits  of  our  republican  institutions,  and 
is  an  essential  preservative  of  liberty ;  it  should 
be  guarded  witn  vestal  vigilance,  and  for  no  pur- 
pose whatever  subjected  to  violation  by  any 
branch  or  department  of  the  €k>vernment.  In 
its  maintenance  there  is  safety,  but  danger  in  de« 
parture. 

The  committee,  whilst  adverting  to  the  origia 
of  the  Seminole  war,  have  omitted  to  enumerate 
the  Spanish  and  Indian  aggressions  on  our 
rights,  as  a  justification  of  the  measures  which 
were  adopted  in  iu  prosecution.  They  have 
rather  employed  palliatives  for  the  outrages  of 
the  enemy,  and  given  an  aggravated  aspect  to 
the  measures  which  were  adopted  for  the  peace 
and  seeurity  of  our  frontiers.  Add  to  this  the 
manner  in  which  the  testimony  was  collacted, 
the  misconception  of  facts  and  incorrect  argu- 
ments contained  in  the  toport,  the  time  at  which 
it  was  published,  and  the  style  in  which  it  was 
composed  $  and  your  respondent  cannot  forego  the 
belief  that  it  evinces  an  hostility  to  the  Bxeca- 
tive,  and  to  the  military  officers  under  his  com- 
mand. 

It  is  a  subject  of  Ao  snull  surprise  that  this 
spirit  of  opposition  should  have  diffused  itself, 
after  the  luminous  arrangement  of  facts,  with  the 
conclusive  reasoning  and  inferences  arising  from 
the  laws  of  nations  and  the  United  Sutes,  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Adams,  as  well  as  the  ample  and  satis- 
factory uiscussion  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  great  inquest  of  the  nation.  Moreover, 
Congress  had  mads  provision  for  a  vigorous  pro* 
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met  and  fought  io  the  open  plain,  where  a  de- 
daire  blow  might  be  given,  and  the  contest 
ended ;  but  were  to  be  sought  for  in  the  fortresses 
of  Spain,  and  in  the  swamps  of  a  wilderness, 
where  they  might  contend  at  leisure,  and  recede 
from  the  contest,  the  moment  it  became  hazard- 
ous. Partial  remedies  to  prevent  such  evils  had 
already  been  adopted  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment. Duripg  the  war  of  1812,  Spain  had  suf- 
fered Great  Britain  to  violate  her  neutrality  in 
Florida,  to  the  injury  and  annoyance  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  1814,  Pensacola  was  entered  by 
United  States  troops,  and  a  lesson,  it  was  hoped, 
enforced,  that  however  this  Government  was  dis- 
posed to  cultivate  peace,  she  could  not  preserve 
It  by  permitting  Spain,  regardless  of  existing 
treaties,  to  outrage  her  dearest  rights.  She  was 
called  upon  to  maintain  her  neutrality  according 
to  the  injunctions  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1795.  She  pleaded 
inability  to  comply,  and  the  American  Govern- 
ment forgave  the  injury.  Peace  was  at  length 
restored  to  the  United  States;  yet  still  Spain, 
regardless  of  ber  obligations,  permitted  British 
agents  to  reside  within  the  bosom  of  Florida,  and 
to  excite  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  pillage  and 
to  bloodshed.  Remonstrance  was  again  employ- 
ed, but  in  vain.  Inability  was  still  the  pretext, 
and  the  same  tragical  scenes,  witnessed  in  1814, 
were  now  repeated.  The  savages  who  had  cause- 
lessly made  war,  and  who  were  sbeddins  the 
blooa  of  our  border  settlers,  being  thus  openly  re- 
ceived and  comforted  by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
were  such  acts  of  hostility,  were  so  flagrant  a 
violation  of  the  sood  understanding  existing  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spam,  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  respondent,  wholly  to  merge  the 
neutral  character.  And  your  respondent  con- 
siders, that  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  had  he  drawn  up  his  troops  by 
way  of  cordon,  and  remained  on  the  Georgia  fron- 
tier, receiving  the  reports  of  Indian  robberies  and 
massacres,  only  that  he  might  transit  them  to 
the  Secretary  of  War;  for  ne  could  have  done  no 
more. 

Both  of  those  fortresses  were  clearly  identified 
as  "associates"  in  the  war.  and  were  both  equally 
under  the  control  of  the*  negroes  and  Indians. 
Ambrister  had  appeared  before- St.  Mark's  with 
four  or  five  hundred  under  his  command ;  and  an 
equal  number  had  been  seen  about  Pensacola,  the 
most  of  whom  were  equipped  for  war  by  Gov- 
ernor Mazot.  In  both  instances,  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  was  amply  sufficient  for  a  forcible  oc- 
cupation of  the  posts.  'Moreover,  the  Governor 
of  Pensacola  had  refused  the  passage  of  provisions 
up  the  Escambia,  destined  for  our  starving  troops 
at  Fort  Crawford.  An  United  States  schooner, 
called  the  Amelia,  had  been  detained  at  that  place 
until  the  town  was  taken,  when  were  obtained 
from  her  provisions  for  the  troops.  Another  pro- 
vision vessel,  ordered  into  the  Perdido,  had  been 
captured  by  boats  sent  from  the  Barancas,  and 
placed  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  but  fortunately 
made  her  escape  under  cover  of  the  darkness  of 
tbe  night. 


In  this  state  of  things,  had  your  rmondoit  ben 
compelled  to  suspend  operations,  aad  to  wiit  fa 
additional  orders  from  the  War  Depftrtmeat,  the 
object  of  anticipating  the  enemy  would  kave 
been  entirely  defeat^.  He  woald  have  bcea 
compelled  to  retrograde  to  tbe  ioterior,  for  ike 
want  of  supplies,  leaviofi^  many  poiou  of  the  froo- 
tier  exposed  tp  the  ruibress  barbarities  of  exa^m- 
ated  savages.  The  militia  force  woald  have  be- 
come inactive  and  discontented ;  their  time  wooU 
have  expired  before  any  thing  efiectoaleosld  bafe 
been  done;  and  the  campaign  thos  rendered  com- 
pletely abortive.  If  Su  Mark's  was  necesstry  ro 
the  defence  of  the  frontier  of  GSeoi^ia^  Fewseofa 
was  much  more  so  for  the  peace  and  seeariiy  of 
Alabama.  In  consequence,  too,  of  Its  beiif  lo- 
cated on  the  seaboard,  it  afforded  mack  gieaier 
facilities  to  our  enemies,  for  it  comman&d  ike 
navigation  of  the  Escambia,  up  which  had,  ae- 
cessarily,  to  pass,  all  the  sapplies  for  oar  fom 
erected  on  its  tributary  streams.  The  oecapaiioa 
of  this  post  was  not  determined  apoa,  uaul  the 
reception  of  Grovernor  Bibb's  letter,  at  the  Esetn- 
bia,  detailing  many  outrages,  and  commaoieauiig 
the  intelligence  that  Holmes  and  his  waniors 
were  then  in  Pensacola;  as  also,  the  reea'pi  (rt* 
Governor  Mazot's  protest,  complaining  of  a  viola- 
tion of  his  neutrality,  and  ordering  year  *in|oa- 
dent  to  retire  from  West  Florida,  aceompiA'ttd 
with  a  threat  to  coerce  him,  if  he  did  notcomplj. 
Lieutenant  Sands  had  been  despatched  from  Sl 
Mark's,  with  orders  to  hold  his  artillery  in  resii* 
ness  to  meet  future  contingencies,  should  thef 
occur;  but  he  never  was  directed  to  convey  it  to 
a  given  poinL  until  after  yoar  respondent  reached 
the  Choctawnalchy. 

Nor  were  those  proceedings  considered  kis  of 
war^  as  represented  by  the  committee.  By  ad- 
verting to  the  correspondence  with  the  com- 
mandant of  St.  Mark's,  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly seen,  that  your  respondent  eaieied  ihe 
territorv  of  Spain  as  a  friend,  to  chastise  an  eoe- 
niy  of  both  nations,  and  to  enforce  those  obtigs- 
tions  and  duties  which  the  Spanish  aoihonties 
had  pleaded  inability  to  perform;  that  all  bs 
operations  were  bottomed  on  the  hroad  principle 
of  self-defence,  authorized  by  the  law  of  nature 
and  of  nations.  They  were  not  directed  agsiotf 
the  Government  of  Spain,  but  against  ihe  foh 
tresses  which  had  become  the  strongholds,  ike 
rendezvous,  of  negroes  and  Indians,  and  wboee 
neutrality  was  prostrated  to  the  basest  porposs. 
They  were  seized  because  they  were  Isdiaa 
posts  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Spais  has 
disavowed  the  conduct  ot  her  official  agents  v 
and  the  American  Government  has  declared  that 
a  war  was  not  intended  with  that  nation. 

Although  the  Spanish  authorities  were  gailtj 
of  many  open  and  undisguised  acts  of  hostilitf 
yet  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  over  Florida  wis 
altogether  ideal.  Iter  commandants  had  npeU- 
ediy  acknowledged  that  they  were  unable  to  re- 
strain the  savages,  and  that  the  Indian  chiefs 
and  British  emissaries  were  proceeding  coauary 
to  their  wishes,  and  in  violation  of  their  lavs; 
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beace  were  these  fortresses  occupied,  as  the  only 
measare  which  coaid  fiye  a  speedy  and  perma- 
aeot  peace  to  our  bleeding  frontiers.  The  Span- 
ish  Goirernment  did  not  consider  it  an  act  of 
war,  nor  did  Mr.  Pizarro  or  Don  On  is  complain 
3f  it  as  a  measure  of  that  description.  The  two 
Qoyernoients  have  acknowledged  themselres  at 
peace,  and  have  since  kept  up  a  regular  and 
friendly  intercourse  with  each  other  in  the  shape 
of  negotiation. 

Neither  were  the  garrisons  made  prisoners  of 
var,  or  treated  like  conquered  enemies,  as  is 
(tated  by  vour  committee.  The  contrary  will 
)e  made  clearly  apparent,  by  an  examination  of 
be  conditions  upon  which  the  Spanish  posts 
vere  occupied ;  to  which  your  respondent  begs 
eave  to  refer.  Your  committee  acknowledge 
hat  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  were  guilty 
>f  acts  of  war  against  the  United  States ;  but 
hat  her  neutral  character  was  not  wholly  merged 
n  that  of  the  enemy,  in  conseauence  or  her  em- 
doyiog  moral  and  not  physical  force.  If  giviuj^ 
he  negroes  and  Indians  encouragement  in  their 
itttrages,  by  the  purchase  of  their  plunder;  fur- 
bishing them  with  aid  and  protection,  supplies 
ind  munitions  of  war,  did  not  wholly  merge  the 
leutrality  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  make 
hem  associates  in  the  war,  your  respondent  con- 
esses  'that  he  is  at  a  loss  for  a  definition  of 
erms. 

Agreeably  to  this  idea,  it  would  be  improper  tfi 
consider  the  population  of  a  nation,  with  whom 
ire  were  at  war,  as  enemies,  sare  those  who  were 
n  the  field ;  for  it  is  only  the  latter  who  resort 
o  ''  physical  force."  This  distinction  is  ei^tirely 
lew,  and  is  in  contradiction  to  many  of  the  most 
lear  and  long  established  principles  of  good 
ense  and  natlunal  law. 

It  is  stated  bv  yuur  committee,  that  all  author- 
ty  at  Pensacoia  was  put  down  by  the  sword,/ 
ind  that  a  new  Qovernment  was  established, 
'  the  powers  of  which,  both  civil  and  military, 
vere  vested  in  military  officers."  Every  one 
vould  be  induced  to  understand,  from  this,  that 
he  terms  of  capitulation  were  arbitrarily  and 
yrannicallv  imposed  upon  €k>vernor  Mazot, 
vhen,  in  fact,  they  were  proposed  by  himself, 
Lud  the  civil  and  military  Government  was  dis- 
solved at  his  own  instance.  The  temporary 
3rovernor,  Colonel  King,  was  an  officer  of  the 
LJnited  Slates'  army ;  but  civil  officers  were  ap- 
lointed  to  the  dififerent  departments  from  amoiig 
^he  citizens ;  and  Mr.  McKinsey,  a  citizen  of 
MLobile,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  magis- 
.racy.  All  that  was  contemplated  was  to  organ - 
ze  some  kind  of  civil  authority  for  the  protec- 
;ion  of  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  of  the 
sitizens,  during  the  temporary  occupancy  of  the 
fortress.  The  same  Government  to  waioh  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  was  retained.  It 
became  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
check  the  smuggling  which  had  been  carried  on 
successfully  in  this  quarter  for  manv  years,  as 
well  as  to  admit  the  American  merchant  to  an 
equal  participation  in  trade,  which  would  have 


been  denied  under  the  partial  operations  of  the 
Spanish  commercial  code. 

The  executions  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and  British 
outlaws  are  justifiable  on  the  eround  of  prece- 
dent and  the  laws  of  nations.  One  of  the  tormer 
was  a  prophet,  who  had  employed  his  8uperstiti<* 
ous  innuence,  and  the  promises  of  his  transatlan* 
tic  friends,  to  stimulate  his  deluded  brethren  to 
deeds  of  rapine  and  massacre.  The  other  com- 
manded 10  person  the  party  who  perpetrated  the 
cold-blooded  butchery  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
his  unfortunate  companions.  Both  had  been 
engaged  in  most  of  the  murders  committed,  and 
were  active  instigators  of  the  savage  war  which 
raged  on  our  defenceless  frontier. 

Acting  as  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  numerous  acts  of 
atrocity,  had  become  identified  with  those  mon- 
sters— (usocialea  in  the  war.  They  were  the 
principal  authors  of  the  hostilities  of  the  ferocioua 
savaffes,  who  observed  none  of  the  rules  of  civ- 
ilized warfare,  who  never  gave  quarter,  and  only 
took  prisoners  for  the  purpose,  of  torturiog I  They 
were,  without  authority,  principals  in  an  unlaw- 
ful war.  Their  mode  of  carrying  it  on  was 
characterized  by  plunder,  massacre,  destruction, 
and  revenge;  and  was  in  open  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war  and  of  nations.  Great  Britain  would 
not  interfere  to  prevent  those  miscreants  from 
instigating^  the  fugitive  negroes  and  the  Indians 
from  burning,  and  pillaging,  and  scaloing,  the  in- 
habitants of  Georgia  and  Alabama ;  out  she  dis- 
owned them,  and  left  them  to  their  fate.  The 
Spanish  autnorities  would  not,  or  could  not,  in- 
terfere, and  the  Indians  regarded  them  as  friends 
and  associates.  Both  acted  as  chiefs  of  the  motley 
banditti,  giving  them  counsel  and  exciting  them 
to  war ;  and  one  of  them  actually  led  those  black 
and  r^d  combatants  to  battle.  They  both  offi- 
ciated as  Indian  agents,  in  writing  to  Spanish 
Governors  and  British  Ministers,  stating  their 
grievances,  and  soliciting  assistance;  and^some- 
times  as  quartermasters,  procuring  supplies,  and 
furnishing  munitions  of  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that 
they  merited  death,  whether  they  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  the  outlawed  Red  Sticks, 
or  fugitive  neffroes,  who  were  in  a  state  of  open 
rebeliion.  Indeed,  their  criminality  was  of  a 
deeper  dye  than  that  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  They 
were  the  paymasters  for  human  scalps ;  and,  to 
discharge  that  high  trust,  had  exiled  themselves 
from  their  native  land,  plunged  into  the  recesses 
of  the  wilderness,  ana  groped  their  way  to  the 
Indian  camp,  for  the  express  purpose  of  working 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  ignorant  and  untutored 
savages,  to  instig^ate  them  to  lay  waste  the  abodes 
of  industry  and  innocence,  and  stain  our  soil  with 
the  blood  of  slaughtered  women  and  children  1 
Enjoying  the  light  of  education,  yet  devoted  to 
this  infamous  employment,  the  active  agents  in 
a  war  which  was  marked  in  its  progress  by  plun- 
der and  massacre !  Should  mercy  have  been 
extended  to  wretches  who  excited  such  a  war, 
and  who,  within  a  short  period,  would  have  re- 
newed the  same  tragical  scenes  ?    As  associates 
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of  saTftffes,  who  respected  none  of  the  laws  of 
cirilized  warfare,  they  coald  not  claim  the  ben- 
efit or  protectioD  of  those  laws,  for  they  were  not 
parties.  They  were  as  much  outlaws  to  all  its 
.prorisioos,  as  a  pirate  of  the  ocean.  Such  wretches 
are  more  criminal  than  any  painted  Red  Stick ; 
and  to  pardon  them  would  be  treachery  to  man- 
kind. If,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  it  has 
been  deemed  wise  and  politic  to  take  the  life  of  an 
offender  for  the  murder  of  a  single  indiTidoal, 
both  religion  and  humanitv  must  recommend  the 
infliction  of  the  same  penalty  upon  him  who  has 
been  conspicuously  instrumental  in  the  murder 
of  erery  age,  sex.  and  condition.  Although  re- 
taliation might  dare  been  employed  upon  the 
innocent,  for  such  horrid  crimes,  yet,  in  these 
cases,  it  fell  upon  the  guilty.  Let  it  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  Indian  chiefs  and  British  outlaws 
were  the  monsters  demanded  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  the  terms  of  which 
had  been  antecedently  settled  by  the  Government, 
ratified  by  your  honorable  body,  and  carried  into 
effect  by  the  Congi'ess  of  the  United  States ;  and 
let  it  also  be  recollected,  that  these  were  the 
prophets  and  instigators  or  the  war,  upon  whom 
was  ordered  to  be  inflicted  '^  exemplary  punish- 
ment for  hostilities  so  unproroked." 

The  two  British  incendiaries  were  not  executed 
upon  the  general  charge  alone  of  ^'  excitin|^  the 
Indians  to  war,"  as  stated  by  your  committee, 
but  upon  that  and  other  j^enerai  charges  subjoined 
thereto,  which  they  omitted  to  notice,  but  whfch 
may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  on  that  occasion. 

The  case  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  any  rules  or  articles  of  war. 
The  rights  and  priyileges  here  secured  belonged 
only  to  our  own  countrymen ;  and,  as  the  offences 
charged  were  committed  by  foreigners  beyond 
our  own  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction,  our 
municipal  code  contained  nothing  by  which  to 
test  the  offence.  To  it  the  principles  of  national 
law  was  alone  applicable,  which  attached  no , 
penalty  to  their  crimes  other  than  death.  In 
organizing  the  court  of  inquiry,  it  was  only  in- 
tended (as  in  councils  of  war)  that  the  opinion 
should  operate  directory,  and  as  advice,  not  to 
become  binding.  In  the  second  sentence  pro- 
nounced by  the  special  court  upon  Ambrister, 
there  was  a  departure  from  the  rules  of  that 
law  upon  which  alone  U  was  believed  jurisdic- 
tion was  had  of  the  oflfence.  Nor  was  it  less  a 
violation  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  for 
those  rules  had  denounced  corporal  punishment. 
The  sentence,  therefore,  was  void,  because  known 
to  no  law.  Tour  respondent,  therefore,  con- 
ceived himself  authorized  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  first  sentence,  because  it  awarded  the 
only  punishment  that  was  legal  to  be  inflicted ; 
and  because  his  lawless,  guilty  conduct  entitled 
him  to  die.  Besides,  Ambrister  was  the  most 
criminal.  He  had  commanded,  in  person,  a  corps 
of  negroes,  with  the  view  of  anticipating  your 
respondent  in  the  occupation  of  St.  Mark's,  and 
was  actually  taken  in  arms  against  the  forces  of 
the  United  States. 


The  General  coramaodioff,  as  in  all  joek 
eases,  possessed  the  right,  by  the  law  of  aatios^ 
to  retaliate  and  to  punish  ;  nor  conld  the  «fi&- 
izing  of  the  court  deprive  him  of  the  pcver. 
The  court  of  inquiry  derived  its  existence,  nd 
its  whole  authority,  irom  the  order  foritsorga- 
ization ;  and  no  more  coold  they  exercise  a 
power  not  delegated  to  them,  than  coold  a  coak- 
mittee  of  your  honorable  body  inquire  into  lBt^ 
ters  not  contained  in  the  resolation  which  cres- 
ted them.  The  order  calls  it  a  special  conn, 
and  directs  it  to  perform  special  duties.  It  ooff 
asks  for  opinions ;  and  gives  no  right  to  carry 
those  opinions  into  execution.  It  detaib  a  re- 
corder, by  which  a  court  of  inquiry  is  em  dis- 
tinguished from  courts  martial ;  the  latter  kriag 
a  judge  advocate,  without  which  no  proeec^ags 
can  be  had,  and  no  sentence  pronoanced. 

Censure  is  endeavored  to  be  attached,  io  coa- 
sequence  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  r^^olar  troopi 
from  the  posts  on  the  Cteorcia  frontier,  and  am- 
centrating  them  at  Fort  Montgomery,  o&  the 
Alabama  river,  a  considerable  aistaoce  west  of 
the  Gkorgia  line.  In  the  commission  uftkis 
military  error  your  respondent  had  no  ptrtid- 

Ktion;  it  was  aone  in  porsnance  of  an  otiaof 
r.  Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  War;  u  order 
which  he  was  bound  to  obey,  although  csatmy 
to  his  own  opinion. 

Upon  the  subject  of  raising  and  organiziagthe 
volunteers  of  West  Tennessee,  which  has  called 
forth  the  severest  animadversions,  your  respoadeit 
did  not,  as  he  conceives,  ''  disregard  the  orders  of 
the  War  Department,  the  ConstitutioD,  and  laws." 
His  orders  were^  to  call  upon  the  Qovemois  of  the 
adjacent  States  for  such  additional  military  Arce 
as  he  might  deem  necessary  to  beat  the  enemy. 
The  order  was  entirely  discretionary, as ooomn* 
her  or  description  of  troops  were  meBtraoed.  In 
the  languaffe  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  letter  to 
Governor  Bibb,  your  respondent  was  **  vested 
with  full  powers  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  man- 
ner he  mfffht  judge  best." 

When  his  appeal  was  made  to  the  citizeas  of 
West  Tennessee,  the  frontier  settlements  were 
threatened  on  every  side  with  danger  and  dis- 
tress, as  well  as  our  troops  at  Fort  &ott  and  o& 
the  Appalachicola.    Major  Muhlenberg  was  ea- 
deavoring  to  ascend  that  river  with  provisioos. 
<fec.,  and  was  arrested  in  his  progressi  and  sm- 
rounded,  by  eight  or  twelve  hundred  Indiaas. 
Colonel  Arbuckle,  commandant  at  Port  8coa 
was  also  about  to  abandon  his  post  for  waat  k 
supplies.    The  one  thousand  Georgia  mdidi, 
who  had  been  called  out  for  sixty  days,  afeer  id- 
vancing  forty  miles  from  Hartford,  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  Early,  were  returning  home, 
leaving  the  command  of  Colonel  Arbockie,  as 
also  the  Georgia  frontier,  in  an  exposed  and  per- 
ilous condition.    Not  only  from  the  publ/e  jonr- 
nals,  but  fVom  the  communications  of  ColoBd 
Arbuckle,  had  this  intelligence  been  recefra^ 
Under  these  circumstances,  Major  Fanniof  was 
despatched  to  Georgia,  with  a  request  tkit  the 
Governor  should  continue  those  troops  in  the 
field  for  an  additional  period,  or  supply  ihe  defi- 
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hence  were  these  fbrtresset  oecopied,  as  the  ooly 
measare  which  coald  j^ive  a  speedy^  and  perma- 
nent  peace  to  our  bleeding  frontiers.  The  Span- 
ish  GoTreroment  did  not  consider  it  an  act  of 
war,  nor  did  Mr.  Pizarro  or  Don  On  is  complain 
of  it  as  a  measareof  that  description.  The  two 
GoTernments  hare  acknowledged  themseires  at 
peace,  and  have  since  kept  up  a  regular  and 
irieodly  intercourse  with  each  other  in  the  shape 
of  negotiation. 

Neither  were  the  garrisons  made  prisoners  of 
war.  or  treated  like  conqaered  enemies,  as  is 
stated  by  vour  committee.  The  contrary  will 
be  made  clearly  apparent,  by  an  examination  of 
ibe  conditions  upon  which  the  Spanish  posts 
were  occupied ;  to  which  your  respondent  begs 
leave  to  refer.  Your  committee  acknowledge 
that  the  Spanish  authorities  in  Florida  were  guilty 
of  acts  of  war  against  the  United  States;  but 
that  her  neutral  character  was  not  wholly  merged 
in  that  of  the  enemy,  in  conseouence  or  her  em- 
ploying moral  and  not  physical  force.  If  giviuj^ 
the  negroes  and  Indians  encouragement  in  their 
outrages,  by  the  purchase  of  their  plunder ;  fur- 
nishing them  with  aid  and  protection,  supplies 
and  munitioos  of  war,  did  not  wholly  merge  the 
neutrality  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  make 
them  associates  in  the  war,  your  respondent  con- 
fesses 'that  he  is  at  a  loss  for  a  definition  of 
terms. 

Agreeably  to  this  idea,  it  would  be  ioiproper  ifi 
consider  the  population  of  a  nation,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  as  enemies,  save  those  who  were 
in  the  field ',  for  it  is  only  the  latter  who  resort 
to  '*  physical  force."  This  distinction  is  ei^tirely 
new,  and  is  in  contradiction  to  many  of  the  most 
clear  and  long  established  principles  of  good 
sense  and  national  law. 

It  is  stated  by  your  committee,  that  all  author- 
ity at  Pensacola  was  put  down  by  the  sword,, 
ftnd  that  a  new  Qovernment  was  established, 
''the  powers  of  which,  both  civil  and  military, 
were  vested  in  military  oflB^sers."  Bvery  one 
would  be  induced  to  understand,  from  this,  that 
the  terms  of  capitulation  were  arbitrarily  and 
tyrannicallv  imposed  upon  €k>vernor  Mazoi, 
when,  in  fact,  they  were  proposed  by  himself, 
and  the  civil  and  military  Government  was  dis- 
solved at  his  own  instance.  The  temporary 
Governor,  Colonel  King,  was  an  officer  of  the 
United  Stales'  army ;  but  civil  officers  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  different  departments  from  among 
the  citizens ;  and  Mr.  McKinsey,  a  citizen  of 
Mobile,  was  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  magis- 
tracy. All  that  was  contemplated  was  to  organ- 
ize some  kind  of  civil  authority  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  of  the 
citizens,  during  the  temporary  occupancy  of  the 
fortress.  The  same  Government  to  waioh  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  was  retained.  It 
oecame  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
check  the  smuggling  which  had  been  carried  on 
successfully  in  this  quarter  for  many  years,  as 
well  as  to  admit^the  American  merchant  to  an 
^^ual  participation  in  trade,  which  would  have 


been  denied  under  the  partial  operations  of  the 
Spanish  commercial  code. 

The  executions  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and  British 
outlaws  are  justifiable  on  the  erouod  of  prece- 
dent and  the  laws  of  nations.  One  of  the  former 
was  a  prophet,  who  had  employed  his  superstiii** 
ous  influence,  and  the  promises  of  his  transatlan* 
tic  friends,  to  stimulate  his  deluded  brethren  to 
deeds  of  rapine  and  massacre.  The  other  com- 
manded (o  person  the  party  who  perpetrated  the 
cold-blooded  butchery  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and 
bis  unfortunate  companions.  Both  had  been 
engaged  in  most  of  the  murders  committed,  and 
were  active  instigators  of  the  savage  war  which 
raged  on  our  defenceless  frontier. 

Acting  as  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians, 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  numerous  acts  of 
atrocity,  had  become  identified  with  those  mon- 
sters— (usocicUea  m  the  war.  They  were  the 
principal  authors  of  the  hostilities  of  the  ferociona 
savaffes,  who  observed  none  of  the  rules  of  civ- 
ilized warfare,  who  never  gave  quarter,  and  only 
took  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  torturing !  They 
were,  without  authority,  principals  in  an  unlaw- 
ful war.  Their  mode  of  carrying  it  on  was 
characterized  by  plunder,  massacre,  destruction, 
and  revenge ;  and  was  in  open  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war  and  of  nations.  Great  Br itai  n  would 
not  interfere  to  prevent  those  miscreants  from 
instigating^  the  fugitive  negroes  and  the  Indians 
from  burnings  and  pillaging,  and  scaloing,  the  in- 
habitants of  Georgia  and  Alabama ;  out  she  dis- 
owned them,  and  left  them  to  their  fate.  The 
Spanish  autnorities  would  not,  or  could  not,  in- 
terfere, and  the  Indians  regarded  them  as  friends 
and  associates.  Both  acted  as  chiefs  of  the  motley 
banditti,  giving  them  counsel  and  exciting  them 
to  war ;  and  one  of  them  actually  led  those  black 
and  r^d  combatants  to  battle.  Tkey  both  offi- 
ciated as  Indian  agents,  in  writing  to  Spanish 
Cbvernors  and  British  Ministers,  stating  their 
grievances,  and  soliciting  assistance;  and  some- 
times as  quartermasters,  procuring  supplies,  and 
furnishing  munitions  of  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that 
they  merited  death,  whether  they  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  the  outlawed  Red  Sticks, 
or  fugitive  neffroes,  who  were  in  a  state  of  open 
rebellion.  Indeed,  their  criminality  was  of  a 
deeper  dye  than  that  of  the  Indian  chiefs.  They 
were  the  paymasters  for  human  scalps ;  and,  to 
discbarge  that  high  trust,  had  exiled  themselves 
from  their  native  land,  plunged  into  the  recesses 
of  the  wilderness,  ana  groped  their  way  to  the 
Indian  camp,  for  the  express  purpose  of  working 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  ignorant  and  untutored 
savages,  to  instigate  them  to  lay  waste  the  abodes 
of  industry  and  innocence,  and  stain  our  soil  with 
the  blood  of  slaughtered  women  and  children  1 
Enjoying  the  light  of  education,  yet  devoted  to 
this  infamous  employment,  the  active  agents  in 
a  war  which  was  marked  in  its  progress  by  plun- 
der and  massacre!  Should  mercy  have  been 
extended  to  wretches  who  excited  such  a  war, 
and  who,  within  a  short  period,  would  have  re- 
newed the  same  tragical  scenes  ?    As  associates 
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rolls,  signed  by  (he  inspector  general,  dbc;  and 
ihat,  from  the  time  they  are  made  out  and  re- 
ceiTed  at  the  War  Office,  the  militia  are  consid- 
ered in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Neither 
Congress  nor  the  President  have  any  authority 
to  inquire  how  their  officers  have  been  appointed ; 
whether  they  have  been  received  as  volunteers, 
or  raised  bv  the  more  tedious  and  vexatious 
method  of  draughting.  Were  the  idea  of  your 
committee  correct  upon  this  subject,  the  people 
of  the  different  States  would  be  deprived  of  the 
iuvaluable  privilege  of  selecting  between  these 
two  modes  of  complying  with  the  calls  made 
upon  them  for  the  defence  of  our  common  coun- 
try. The  General  Government  had  the  services 
ot  those  troops,  which  is  all  that  can  be  required ; 
and  they  have  long  since  been  mustered  out  of 
service,  and  paid  from  the  public  Treasury. 

The  committee  confess  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  approbated  the  manner  in  which  the  Ten- 
nessee volunteers  were  raised  and  organized;  but 
say,  that  "  it  is  but  justice  to  the  Department  to 
state,  that  it  was  not  until  the  officers  that  had 
Assisted  in  thus  officering  and  organizing  this 
corps  were  examined  by  the  committee,  that 
they  were  apprized  of  the  illegality  of  the  mea- 
sure." Surely,  the  Secretary  of  War  must  have 
examined  the  communications  of  Colonel  Hayne 
and  your  respondent,  stating  every  particular 
touching  the  mode  agreeably  to  which  they  were 
raised  and  organized,  as  also  the  muster-rolls, 
giving  the  grade  and  number  of  the  officers  by 
name ;  all  of  which  W€re  transmitted,  and  ac- 
knowledged to  have  been  received,  at  an  early 
£eriod,  at  that  office.  He  certainly  could  not 
ave  compromitted  himself  so  far,  as  to  give  his 
approbation  to  a  measure  before  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  its  nature  and  tendency. 

Troops,  of  the  same  description  of  the  Tenfies- 
see  volunteers,  were  received  and  employed  by 
the  Government,  on  our  northern  frontier  and 
southern  borders  during  the  late  struggle  with 
Eneland,  and  in  the  war  with  the  Creek  nation 
of  Indians.  They  fought  the  battles  of  Taliedega, 
Smuckfaw,  the  Horseshoe,  and  New  Orleans, 
and  protected  Mobile  from  British  visitation. 
Volunteers,  siojilarly  raised  and  orffanized,  were 
commanded  by  Governors  Shelby,  Harrison,  Ed- 
wards, and  Gkneral  Porter,  of  New  York,  during 
the  same  period.  The  field  officers  of  the  Georgia 
militia  were  appoiated  in  the  same  manner  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Oakmulgee  i  and  one  of  the 
present  Senators  from  Tennessee  actually  ap- 
pointed the  officers  of  his  own  regiment,  which 
he  raised  without  any  authority,  and  which  he 
commanded  on  an  expedition  against  the  Semi- 
nole Indians,  in  1812.  The  most  of  these  troops 
were  paid  off  by  the  United  States,  received  tne 
approbation  of  the  General  Gk)vernment,  and  the 
applause  of  the  nation. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  ^^  whole  strength  of  this 
miserable,  undisciplined  banditti  of  deluded  In- 
dians and  fugitive  slaves,  when  combined,  did 
not  exceed  one  thousand  men.  Opposed  to  whom, 
previous  to  General  Jacksoji's  taking  command. 


'  and  under  Gienerai  Giaine«|  were  a  Coece  of  ou 

thousand  eight  hundred  regulars  and  nilitia.  be- 
sides the  one  thousand  five  hundred  frieadij  Id- 
dians  illegally  subsidized  by  the  last  me&tioQed 
General ;  what,  then,  in  this  case,  becomes (^\he 
plea  of  necessity?"  It  is  plainly  to  be  iofcirtd, 
then,  that  this  motley  horde  of  negroes  and  Is- 
dians  were  too  inconsiderable  to  justify  raisiq 
the  volunteer  force  which  was  employed  ia  it- 
ducing  them  to  a  state  of  submission. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  those  acquainted  viu 
the  character  of  Indians,  and  their  peculiar  mode 
of  warfare,  that  It  is  almost  impossible  to  foim 
a  correct  estimate  of  their  anre^te  fotte.  aaih 
the  termination  of  the  war.  To  this  case,  Geoeral 
Gaines  had  computed  them  at  two  thooss^  ogkt 
hundred;  and  Arbuthnot,  who  officiated  is koiil- 
itary  chief  of  the  savages,  had  represented  i^eo, 
in  a  communication  to  the  British  Mioistet,Mi. 
Bagot,  to  be  three  thousand  fire  hundred  stroq^. 
This  calculation  was  by  no  means  extnra|aflL 
when  it  is  considered  that  from  ei^ht  tc  ive/re 
hundred  had  been  concentrated  at  a  siagkpoist, 
when  Lieutenant  Scott  and  party  weiesiuttked, 
and  that  they  were  daily  increasing  in  BoiDber. 
Whatever  might  have  been  their  whole  eieeure 
strength,  at  any  period  of  the  war,  it  eosid  htrt 
been  augmented  by  auxiliary  bands  ia  Florida; 
and  it  was  certainly  the  duty  of  the  commudiig 
General  to  call  out  such  additional  force  as  sho^ 
insure  success  in  every  emergency.  FartheraiHc, 
the  greatest  portion  of  the  Gteor^ia  militia,  tbss 
in  the  field,  could  be  retained  in  service  ooJj  for 
about  three  months.  And  it  was  expected  that 
they  would  apply  for  discharges  so  soon  as  ikm: 
time  expired.  Your  respondent  considered  <&e 
lives  of  our  citizens  as  too  precious  to  be  rtsied, 
in  a  contest  with  Indians,  where  there  wis  an 
odds  of  two  to  one,  unless  dire  neeessity  de- 
manded the  exposure.  The  conse^aeace  of  an 
opposite  policy  was,  that  the  decistre  and  rapid 
movement  of  our  overwhelming  numbers  dis- 
tracted and  dispersed  the  enemy,  compelled  them 
to  seek  refuge  in  the  Spanish  fortresses,  woods, 
and  swamps ;  and  they  nerer  were  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  display  their  whole  force  by  cod- 
centration.  The  war  was  speedily  and  eneciB' 
ally  terminated,  and  much  blood  and  treason 
saved  to  the  nation. 

With  regard  to  the  Indian  and  militia  force, 
under  the  command  of  G^eral  Gaines,  preriosa- 
to  the  time  your  respondent  assumed  the  coai* 
mand  of  the  army,  he  has  to  remark  that,  nouit 
few  days  anterior  to  his  arrival  at  Fort  Scoa  sot 
a  single  Indian  warrior  had  joined  the  sts&dard 
of  the  United  States;  nor  had  the  first  reqoi^iiioa 
of  Georgia  militia  ever  united  with  the  comma&d 
of  General  Gaines ;  the  latter  had  returned  booe, 
in  consequence  of  which  it  became  absolaielj 
necessary,  on  the  part  of  General  Graines,  to  mskt 
a  second  call  on  the  Governor  of  that  Stale^  f^ 
the  double  purpose  of  defending  the  frontier isd 
occupying  Amelia  Island. 

A  few  of  the  friendly  Indians  joined  yoat  re- 
spondent before  he  reached  Fort  Scott,  aadaeon- 
siderable  number  at  that  place,  making,  In  the 
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iggregate.  abont  fonr  or  fire  hondrtU.  The  bal- 
loco  of  tno  force  under  bis  command  was  not, 
It  that  time,  more  than  nine  handred  effectives; 
lad  he  coofidently  affirms  that,  when  he  took  op 
he  line  of  march  from  Fort  Gadsdeo,  on  the  25tb 
)f  March,  1816,  his  whole  command^fit  for  duty, 
sonsisted  only  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  privates 
)f  the  regulars^  about  eight  hundred  GSeorgia  mi- 
itia,  and  Major  Lovet^  detachment  of  irieodly 
Dreek?.  Mcintosh  and  his  warriots  wertorgaA- 
zed  at  Fort  Mitchell,  after  the  arrival  of  your 
espondent  at  Fort  Hawkins,  and  never  united 
vith  him  until  the  Ist  of  Aprils  about  six  miles 
n  the  rear  of  Mickasukjr*  All  these  facts  were 
iccessible  to  your  committee,  had  they  been  dis- 
losed  to  examine  the  letters  of  your  respondent 
in  file  in  the  Department  of  War.  To  this  De* 
lartment  all  his  communications  were  made; 
md  there  they  should  have  applied  for  correct 
Qformatioo,  it  it  had  been  wanted. 

The  next  subject  which  has  exposed  your  re- 
pondent  to  bitter  reproach  from  tne  committee, 
B  the  order  which  was  directed  to  General  Ghiines, 
0  occupv  St*  Augustine.  A  letter  from  Major 
Twiggs  bad  conveved  the  intelliffence  that  our 
avage  enemies  had  been  fed  and  furnished  from 
hat  garrison ;  and  it  was  rendered  highly  prob- 
ible  that,  aided,  abetted,  and  encouraged,  by  the 
ommandant^  they  were  reoruiting  and  imbody* 
Bg  at  that  place,  with  a  view  of  renewing  hastil- 
ties.  A  strone  presumption  was  created,  that 
bis,  like  the  other  Spanish  posts,  had  become  a 
epot  and  rallying  point  for  negroes  and  Indians, 
0  whieh  they  had  retreated  for  refuge  and  pro- 
ectioD,  after  being  driven  from  Negro  Fort,  St. 
dark's,  and  Pensacola. 

The  order  siven  to  Qeneral  Gaines  was  entire- 
f  conditionatand  pro$peetive ;  and  had  the  facts 
eported  been  established,  as  directed,  there  would 
lave  existed  the  same  Incontrovertible  reason  for 
he  occupaaey  of  St.  Augustine  as  of  the  Span- 
sh  fortresses.  The  orders  of  your  respondent 
lad  undergone  no  modification ;  and  the  measure 
rould  have  been  indispensably  necessary  to  their 
xeeution,  as  well  is  to  the  peace  and  security  of 
lur  frontiers.  Besides,  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
Var  Department  regular  information  of  his  pro- 
leediogs  in  Florida,  with  the  reasons  and  motives 
\y  which  he  had  been  governed,  from  the  S6th 
\i  March  to  the  7th  ol  August,  without  a  sen- 
ence  of  dissatisfaction  ever  having  been  expressed 
>y  the  Government. 

Your  committee  also  report  that,  "  lone  before 
his  period,  the  eommandiog  General  bad,  by  bis 
etter  to  the  Secretary  of  mir,  declared  the  mm- 
nole  war  at  an  end;  and,  after  which,  not  a 
tingle  new  act  of  hostility  had  been  commit- 
ed/'  It  is  true,  after  the  defeat  of  the  negroes 
tnd  Indians  at  Mickauiky,  the  destruction  of 
Suwanee,  and  ibe  asylum  of  St.  Mark's  had 
>een  wrested  out  of  their  occupation,  that  your 
respondent  persuaded  himself  that  the  war  was 
mded.  But  subsequent  information  proved  this 
3pinion  to  be  erroneous.  The  letter  of  Governor 
Bibb,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  as 
well  as  tne  deposition  of  Charles  Baron,  details 


sundry  outrages  committed  subeequeBt  to  the 
date  of  your  respondent's  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War }  and  it  is  also  known  that  nr  mm  wert 
murdered  in  the  itaerior^  which  it  h  believed 
was  communicated  by  Gteaeral  Gaines  to  the  War 
Department  The  communications  of  General 
Gaines  and  Major  Fanning,  annexed  to  the  re- 
port, also  give  a  very  different  aspect  to  this  quee- 
lion,  and  to  which  vour  responden(  begs  leave  to 
refer  your  honorable  body. 

In  the  animadversions  upon  the  motives  of 
your  respondent,  he  cannot  withhold  the  opinion 
that  there  has  been  exhibited  an  unusual  share  of 
asperity,  as  also  a  want  of  charity  and  forbearance, 
which  was  not  to  have  been. anticipated  from 
memberti  of  so  august  and  enlightened  a  body  aa 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  deliberating  upon 
a  subject  which  they  have  represented  to  be  of 
great  national  magnitude.  Leaving  the  motives 
of  the  committee  on  this  occasion  to  their  own 
private  review  and  examination,  your  respond- 
ent will  barely  observe  that  they  have  imper- 
fectly recognised  the  maxim  that  innocence  is  al- 
ways presumed  until  the  contrary  appears  by 
proof.  Why  they  should  have  inquired  into  the 
motives  of  your  respondent  at  all  he  is  at  a  loss 
to  determine,  as  it  was  a  matter  entirely  beyond 
their  control  and  jurisdiction.  The  only  aubjeot 
of  investigation  was  the  legalit]f  of  bis  official 
acts,  as  designated  in  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  18th  of  December. 

Your  respondent  has  no  objection  to  this  course, 
except  as  a  pernicious  precedent,  and  a  violation 
of  authority.  He  has  na  secrets,  and  will  never 
shrink  from  a  rigid  and  impartial  examination 
into  his  official  conduct.  Had  the  committee  ad- 
verted to  the  order  to  take  possession  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, as  well  as  the  communications  of  your 
res^onuent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the 
subject  of  his  military  operations,  they  must  have 
been  satisfied  that  his  motives  were  to  promote 
the  public  good;  to  obey  his  orders*  by  carrying 
on  a  vigorous  and  efficient  war  against  the  sav« 
age  enemies  of  the  United  States,  by  which  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  was  to  be  econ- 
omized ;  to  establish  a  peace  that  would  be  hon- 
orable and  permanent,  and  to  give  repose  and 
security  to  our  exposeaai^  defenceless  borders. 

In  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  contradicted  by  the 
evidence  of  its  own  documents.  The  depositions 
of  Colonel  Butler  and  Major  Baton  (a  member 
of  the  committee)  conclusively  prove  that  your 
respondent  had  no  agency  in  speculating  in  Flor- 
ida lands,  which  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  in- 
ference drawn  by  your  committee.  No  member 
of  that  committee  can,  for  a  moment,  seriously 
and  candidly  harbor  the  opinion  that  your  res- 
pondent would  lead  a  gallant  army  into  the  field, 
jeopardize  the  lives  of  valuable  citixens,  risk  the 
ruin  of  health  and  reputation,  and  "  violate  the 
Constitution"  of  his  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
speculating  with  security  in  Spanish  lands.  The 
"  motives  of  his  own,  unconnected  with  his  mili- 
tary functions,"  were,  a  desire  to  end  speedily  a 
savage  war^  and  to  save  the  >lood  and  treasure  of 
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the  eouDtrf ;  aad  not,  m  charged,  to  adrentare 
his  health  and  reBOtation,  and  the  lires  of  brave 
men,  in  quest  or  titles  to  Florida  lands.  The 
imputation  Is  unwarranted  and  unjust,  and  has 
its  refutation  in  the  Tery  testimony^  which  the 
committee  hare  published.  The  dignity  of  his 
office,  which,  at  every  exposure,  he  has  sought 
to  maintain,  never  has  been  prostituted  to  the 
purposes  of  speculation  in  any  way,  and  it  never 
shall.  Strange,  then,  that  honorable  men  should 
make  so  foul  an  accusation  without  proof,  nay, 
without  even  circnmstaoces  to  support  it. 

Tour  respondent  would  bc^  leave,  in  this  place, 
CO  remark  upon  the  depositions  annexed  to  the 
report.  He  ventures  the  opinion  that  such  docu- 
ments never  before  have  been  pubibhed  to  the 
•world  as  evidence  upon  which  to  predicate  a  re* 
port.  Baton's  and  Mitchell's  are  the  only  de- 
positions presented  in  legal  form.  To  those  two 
gentlemen  regular  interrogatories  were  proposed. 
to  which  they  ddiberately  responded  and  affixed 
their  signatures,  as  required  by  law;  Doctor 
Bronaogh's  deposition  is  signed,  but  not  given 
under  oath ;  Colonel  Butler's,  Colonel  GKbson's, 
and  Captain  Call's,are  neither  sworn  to  nor  signed. 
The  depositions  of  the  last  four  gentlemen  were 
published  without  their  knowledge,  although  they 
had  received  a  promise  from  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  took  down  the  testimony  that  it 
should  be  copied,  and  again  submitted  to  them 
for  correction  and  signature. 

Until  depositions  are  fully  examined,  amended, 
and  signed  by  the  witnesses,  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered j^od  and  complete  evidence.  This  is  a 
rule  which,  it  is  bdieved,  is  uniformly  adhered 
to  in  all  iudicial  tribunals;  it  never  should  be 
departed  from  on  any  occasion,  as  it  is  essentially 
necessary  to  an  impartial  administration  of  jus- 
tice. Every  opportunity  should  be  given  the  wit 
nesses  to  make  a  fair  and  fnlldisclosure  of  the  facts ; 
to  consider  the  force  and  effect  of  their  expressions, 
as  well  as  the  import  of  every  sentence.  By  an 
opposite  procedure,  irreparable  Injustice  may  be 
done,  anu  the  rights  ora  public  agent  sacrificed 
by  those  who  should  afford  him  security  and  pro- 
tection. 

There  are  several  minor  points  touched  upon 
bj  the  committee,  to  which  your  respondent  con- 
siders it  unnecessary  to  give  a  particular  reply. 
as  they  are  of  inconsiderable  importance,  ana 
eould  not  be  noticed  without  swelling  this  memo- 
rial toan  unwieldy  size.  Heflatters  himself  (hey 
have  been  satisfactorily  answered  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  other  subjects  out  of  which  they  have 
incidentallv  arisen.  They  will  all,  however,  be 
more  amply  and  minutely  explained  by  an  ex- 
amination of  the  documents  heretofore  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  relative  to  the  Seminole  war, 
to  others  on  file  in  the  War  Office,  and  to  those 
accompanying  this  memorial ;  to  all  of  which 
your  respondent  respectfully  refers  your  honor- 
able body. 

To  conclude:  your  respondent  has  devoted  his 
best  services  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  perpetuation  of  her  liberties.  Her  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  are  objects  of  his  sincere  venera- 


tion, and  every  anxiety  hOm  heart  hakes  eg- 
listed  to  promote  the  glory  and  bapptBca  of  Itii 
country.  How  far  he  has  l)eeD  iostnuimtil^aa. 
der  the  guidance  of  Providence,  in  dfcetugW 
desirable  objects,  he  submits  to  tlie  decisis «f 
his  enlightened  fellow-citizens.  He  doe  not  pR- 
tend  to  be  exempt  from  the  errors  conDoo  li 
human  nature.  Surrounded  as  he  m  bf  m 
privation  and  embarrassment,  in  all  ibe  im 
and  bustle  of  war,  it  was  next  to  iopositbic  l 
attend  particularly  to  every  minor  coosidentia 
But,  upon  the  great  errors  charged— t  bracks 
his  orders,  a  departure  from  the  ConstiiiituiB.u^ 
a  violation  of  tne  rights  of  humanity— !» openly 
maintains  his  innocence,  and  denies  iht  ibe 
charges  are  correctly  made.  He  ctlls  opn  tbe 
Senate,  by  the  high  claims  theyprefericait* 
nanimity,  to  protect  his  reputation  froaikevt- 
merited  censure  east  by  their  committee,  ft 
asks  for  justice,  and  nothing  more;  toemdr. 
is  due  to  your  respondent,  to  the  Setntrju^ic 
the  nation. 

ANDREW  JACKSO.T 
Mc^or  General  com,  SouiJmlk 


War  DsPABTi»VT,AfMt4Km 
Sir:  Since  the  data  of  my  last  lettsiibis 
ooenrred  to  ma  that  the  proposed  treatf  tiibtkt 
Creeks  should  uke  a  form  altogether  niliv! 
and  ba  in  the  nature  of  a  cemUulatm;  inwj^ 
ease,  the  whole  hutbortty  ofmakinjiiKleoftdiif 
iog  the  terms  will  be  in  yon,exelasireIf,is(JB- 
manding  General.  In  this  traosactioB,  ibooid  i| 
uke  place,  Colonel  Hawkins,  as  agest,  aifbe 
usefully  employed. 

I  am,  very  lespeetfallr,  Ac      ^^^ 

Maj.  Qen.  Pihokhbt. 
True  copy. 


War  I>bpartmiiit,  Afar  H  ^*^ 

Sir:  In  the  event  of  your  tceepfuf^^ 
appointmaoc  suggested  by  my  letter  oMK^ 
instant,  I  have  to  suggest  the  wish  of  the  rta 
dent  that  you  should  proceed,  wiiboot  deny, « 
Fort  Jackson,  and  consummate  thearriDgeoia 
committed  to  Major  General  Pincber,  id  »»^ 
tion  to  the  hostile  Creeks.  A  m^^^l 
stroctions   given   to  General  Pinekoef  i^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG 
Major  Gen.  JacKaoir. 

True  copy.  , ,  ^^ 

R.  K.CALL.iiW^ 


War  DfiPARTiiaHT,  Aford^  I7>  ^^ 

The  policy  dictated,  as  well  br  the  "npw^ 
id  ungrateful  conduct  of  the  hosuw  Or^. 
regard  to  the  future  safetf  of »« ^a 
frontier,  may  be  brought  anda^' 


and  ungrate 
by  a  due 
western 

lowing  heads,  viz ;  .  --li 

1st.  An  ittdemnificaiioo,  (for  expenses i«w'^ 
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J  the  United  States,  in  proseeoting  the  war,)  by 
uch  cession,  or  cessions  of  land,  as  may  be  deem* 
d  an  equiirBlent  for  said  expenses. 

2d.  A  stipolatioa  on  their  part  that  they  will 
ease  all  intercourse  with  any  Spanbh  post,  gar- 
ison,  or  town ;  and  that  they  will  not  admit 
.mong  them  anjr  agent  or  trader  who  does  not 
lerive  his  authority  or  license  from  the  United 
States. 

3d.  An  acknowledgment  of  a  right  in  the  Uni- 
ed  States  to  open  roads  through  their  territory  ; 
nd  also  Co  establish  therein  sach  military  posts 
nd  trading  houses  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
nd  proper;  and 

4tb.  A  surrender  of  the  prophets,  or  other  insti- 
ators  of  the  war,  who  will  be  held  subject  to  the 
rders  of  the  President. 

With  these  outlines  as  your  guide  you  are 
uthorized,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Haw- 
ins,  to  open  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace 
rith  the  hostile  Creeks,  as  soon  as  they  shall  ex- 
iress  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war, 

I  am,  sir,  Tery  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Pimcknkt. 

True  copy,  i  ^ 

R.  K.  CALL,  Atd^-camp. 


I.  James  Gadsden,  a  captain  in  the  armjr  of  th^ 
Jnited  States,  on  oath  declare,  that  during  the 
vbole  period  in  wliich  the  transactions  below 
letailed  took  place,  I  was  an  aidnle-camp  to  Ma- 
or  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  that  the  follow- 
og  narrative  contains  a  true  statement  of  facts 
o  my  knowledge : 

Early  in  January,  1818,  General  Jackson  re* 
:eived  orders  from  the  War  Department  to  re- 
;>air  to  Fort  Scott,  assume  the  command  of  the 
irmy,  and  to  brinff  the  conflict  with  the  Seminole 
Indians  to  a  speedy  termination.  The  Secretary 
3f  War  stated  the  enemy's  force  to  be  two  thou- 
sand soTen  hundred,  or  two  thousand  eight  hun* 
Jred  strong,  and  gare  authority  to  the  General 
to  call,  from  the  neighboring  States,  such  a  force 
IS  would  insure  the  desired  objecL  The  regular 
brigade  under  General  GUioes.  did  not,  according 
to  the  last  reports,  exceed  six  hundred  men.  He 
had  called  upon  Georgia  for  not  more  than  4>ne 
thousand  two  hundred  militia  j  audit  was  uneer» 
tain  at  that  period  whether  the  friendly  Creek 
warriors  would  accept  the  invitation  tendered. 
Some  additional  force  was  therefore  deemed  ne- 
cessary, and  the  speediest  mode  of  raising  it  was 
a  subject  of  solicitude  to  General  Jackson.  Gov- 
ernor McMinn,  of  Tennessee,  was  engaged  about 
this  period  in  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  nation;  and  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  uncertainty  whether  a^  letter  would  find 
him  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  near  Knox- 
ville,  or  not.  He  was  not  at  the  capital  of  the 
'State;  and  his  friett^s  in  ind  about  Nashville 
were  generally  undet  the  impression  that  he  was 
still  in  the  Cherokee  nation.    General  Jackson 

determined  therefore  to  make  an  appeal  to  bis 

old  companions  in  arms;  many  of  whom  held 


commissions  in  the  miltiia  of  the  State.  His  cir- 
calar  to  these  men,  and  his  letter  to  the  Govemori 
notifying  him  of  what  he  had  done,  have  been 
published. 

I  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  field  officers  of 
the  volunteers  at  Nashville,  and  heard  no  remarks 
of  General  Jackson  calculated  to  control  or  influ* 
ence  them  in  the  selection  of  their  officers.  The 
only  subject  of  anxiety  with  him  appeared  to  be 
that  the  men  should  be  raised  by  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary. He  desired  that  the  number  should  be 
completed ;  that  the  men  should  be  satisfied  with 
tbeir  officers;  that  they  should  rendezvous  at 
Fayetteville ;  be  mustered  into  service,  and  over- 
take their  Gkneral  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia. 
Colonel  Hayne,  inspector  general,  was  instructed 
to  commaoa  the  detachment  on  their  march  to 
Fort  Scott.  He  received  authority  to  appoint  no 
other  officers  than  thoae  attached  to  his  personal 
staff;  a  privilege  enjoyed  alike  by  regular  and 
militia  commanders.  The  Nashville  company 
elected  their  own  officers;  and  the  BLeotaoky 
company  was  raised  without  even  the  knowledge 
of  General  Jackson.  Their  own  feelings  led 
them  into  the  field  upon  the  mere  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  the  frontier  was  exposed  to  Indian 
agffressions. 

I  accompanied  General  Jackson  through  a  part 
of  Tennessee,  previous  to  his  departure  South. 
In  every  village  we  passed  through,  much  in- 
terest was  taken  in  the  approaching  campaign  j 
and  the  citizens  were  generally  inquisitive  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  appeal  to  their  patriotism.  I 
was  directed  by  General  Jaekson  to  explain  its 
character ;  and,  in  every  instance,  expressed  but 
one  opinion,  as  derived  from  him ;  that  one  thou* 
sand  men  were  wanted  to  put  a  speedy  close  to 
the  Seminole  war;  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
confidence  which  the  General  had  in  his  old 
comrades  io  arms,  and  the  facility  with  which 
volunteers  could  be  raised,  be  bad  made  this  ap* 
peal ;  that  they  must  be  satisfied  with  their  com- 
manders, and  elect  their  own  officera.  On  thia 
subject  I  found  many  individuals  exceedingly 
scrupulous.  They  were  assured  that  no  inten- 
tion was  entertained  to  impose  commanders  on 
them ;  that  the  men  were  wanted,  and  the  Gene- 
ral was  well  aware  that,  to  be  efficient,  they  must 
be  contented  with  their  officers. 

General  Jackson  left  Nashville  with  one  com- 
pany of  Tennesseeans.  A  company  of  Ken- 
tuckians  orertook  him  in  the  Cherokee  nation ; 
and  the  Tennessee  brigade  had  orders  to  join 
him,  as  soon  as  organized,  on  the  frontiers  oi 
Georgia.  From  Hartford  Gen.  Jackso^  moved 
with  the  Georgia  brigade,  and  was  reinforcedi 
on  his  march  to  Fort  Scott,  by  about  six  hundrea 
friendly  Creeki. 

From  Fort  Gadsden,  where  the  operations  of 
the  campaign  may  have  been  said  to  have  com- 
menced, the  movement  was  made  with  a  force 
of  regulars,  Gergians,  and  Indians,  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand  men.  The  strength  of  the  en- 
emy was  not  known,  at  this  timei£o  be  less  than 
that  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred.    A  detachment  of  Tennes- 
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secutioQ  of  the  Seminole  war  in  the  Spriog  of 
1818,  in  confonnity  to  the  suggestion  of  the  rces- 
ident  in  his  Message  of  the  month  of  Mareb, 
when  he  detailed  to  them  every  information  in 
relation  to  that  subject.  The  citizens  of  Qeorgia 
and  Alabama  had  made  repeated  tails  on  the 
General  QoTernment  for  protection ;  and,  with  a 
ibll  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances  touching 
the  causes  and  progress  of  that  war,  Congress  au- 
thorized the  calling  out  an  additional  brigade  of 
militia,  and  made  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  Greorgia  troops  then  in  serriee. 
The  President,  too,  who  is  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  and  nary  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  should  be  the  proper  judge  to  determine 
whether  his  orders  be  taithfully  executed,  had 
made  the  acts  of  his  officers  his  own,  not  only  bv 
the  express  authority  which  he  had  conferrea, 
but  by  subsequent  adoption  also. 

With  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  defensive  measures  adopted  by  the 
Government,  as  also  the  reasons  by  which  they 
had  been  governed,  were  entirely  satisfactory,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  perceived  that  no  other 
course  could  ha^e  been  pursued  which  would 
have  secured  the  indispensable  purposes  for  which 
the  Seminole  war  had  been  prosecuted.  That 
those  measures  should  be  denounced  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  and  Constitution,  by  those  very 
persons  who  originally  gave  them  their  suffrages, 
IS  certainly  calculated  to  excite  the  astonishment 
of  every  impartial  observer. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  was  to  have  been 
anticipated  that  all  controversy,  relative  to  the 
agency  of  your  respondent  in  giving  rise  to  the 
war,  would  have  been  completely  put  to  rest.  It 
waA  confidently  expected  that  he  would  have 
escaped  the  crimination  of  your  committee;  re- 
proaches which,  if  sanctioned  bv  your  honorable 
body,  are  little  inferior  to  cashiering;  besides, 
ifco  instance  is  to  be  found  on  record  where  a 
similar  course  was  adopted  in  relation  to  any  of 
the  Indian  wars  in  which  the  United  Stales  have 
been  engaced. 

After  all  the  above  circumstances  had  traas^ 
nired,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  subjeci  of  the 
Seminole  war  had  been  finally  disposed  of  in  the 
House  ef  Representatives,  your  committee  took 
it  up  with  avidity,  prosecuied  it  with  an  mssiiuUy 
that  was  unexampled,  and  animadverted  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  and  his  official 
agenta,  iB  a  manner  whidh  is  believed  to  be  alto- 
gether strange  and  novel  By  reiterations  of 
mal-conduct  they  seem  to  have  evinced  a  daapo* 
sitioo  to  stamp  upon  the  whole  transaction,  and 
those  connected  with  it,  infamy  and  disgrace. 

Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  a  majority 
of  any  of  the  superior  tribunals  of  the  nation,  in- 
fluenced by  party  feelings,  shall  proceed  to  crim- 
inate a  pablie  officer,  or  effect  his  removal,  in 
order  to  create  a  vacancy,  or  to  gratify  the  am- 
bition of  a  Ifavorite  parltsan,  then  may  private 
resentment,  «nd  the  most  angry  passions,  acquire 
an  unboonded  and  dangerous  control  over  their 
proceedings.  Every  sentiment  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity will  be  completely  stifled,  as  well  as  all 


regard  for  the  ConstitotiiMi  and  lava.  The  pi- 
triot  will  have  ample  cause  to  tremble  for  ik 
honor  of  his  country,  and  the  perpetuity  of  kr 
republican  institutions.  The  venemble  fabntof 
our  liberties,  which  has  been  eooseeratcd  bf  tk 
blood  of  our  heroes,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  a^a, 
will  be  imminently  endangered,  if  not  eatircif 
buried  in  ruins. 

That  the  charges  preferred  should  have  beet 
published  to  the  world,  at  a  time  to  predode  ik 
investigation,  is  a  circumstance  bot  littk  caie&- 
lated  to  impart  consolation,  or  to  quiet  the  slams 
of  reputation  assailed.  No  otlier  aeatiaeat  ess 
be  indulged  than  that  it  was  intended*  bf  eoaa- 
teracting  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Rcpesest- 
atives  previously  made,  to  produce  an  unlsTonbie 
impression  on  the  public  mind,  before  aayi^ 
could  be  offered  as  an  antidote  to  the  imprcKKns 
it  was  intended  to  disseminate.  Twelve  mostks 
have  almost  elapsed  since  the  publieatioa  of  tk 
report;  all  investigation  has  been  nceettnif 
postponed,  and  hence  has  additionnJ.  oanerttcd 
injury  been  sustained.  The  efl^et  has  bees  to 
excite  prejudice,  and  thereby  prerent  that  hnpsr- 
tiai  'examination  which  is  so  essential  to  correct 
determination.  Calumny  has  been  aided,  so^- 
cion  left  free  to  act,  and  the  means  of  eieiuag 
public  odium  amply  afforded.  Restiag  oi  Utt 
eternal  principles  of  truth  and  justice,  and  cliin- 
ing  for  himself  the  high  prerogative  seeiR^  br 
the  Constitution,  this  respondent  asks  to  sppeu 
in  his  own  vindication, and  to  submit  dwgroos^ 
of  his  defence,  and  the  "  motiTes"  by  which  k 
has  been  actuated. 

The  first  consideration  which  presenu  itse^  is 
the  authority  under  which  your  comminee  seied. 
Three  propositions  onlv  are  contained  ia  tbe  res- 
olution of  your  honorable  body,  upon  the  second 
of  which  no  report  has  been  made,  aer  has  your 
committee  stated  *'wbat  circa msiaaees  existed 
to  authorize  or  justify  the  commaaiag  Geaeial 
in  taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  po^s.^'  Id- 
stead  of  confining  themselves  within  the  ptie  of 
their  powers,  they  have  travelled  over  the  whole 
ground  occupied  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  search  of  new  subjects  of  tiK|niryw< 
before  touched  on.  or  embraced  within  tbeir 
powers. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  embneed  wtiki 
their  investigation  the  original  cauaes of  the vsr; 
the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  froo  <» 
frontiers  of  Georgia;  the  employment  of  vdsi- 
teersaod  friendly  Indians;  the  ezecntiooofAr* 
buthnotand  Ambrister;  the  order  to  uke  posses 
sion  of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  reasons  asd  mo- 
tives of  your  respondent  in  the  coodaet  aad 
mamu^emeat  of  the  war,  it  is  believed  to  be  ta 
act  orsupereragation,and  a  departure  froaiaoasil 
practice.  This  objection  is  not  made  by  fov 
respondent  upon  the  ground  that  he  considers  to 
conduct  vulnerable,  or  from  a  wish  to  elude  is- 
qoiry;  but  is  barely  mentioned  as  presaoipoett 
of  the  strong  disposition  of  your  coHUsi«K  ^ 
affix  censure  upon  his  motives  and  nctioas. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  dnctetios- 
ary  orders  which  were  directed  to  yoor  rcspot- 
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tent  from  the  Department  of  Wtr,  there  can  be 
10  question  but  that  thef  aathorized  and  jostified 
Tery  meaaore  .which  was  adopted  during  the 
Seminole  war.  and  should,  at  once,  hare  acquit- 
ed  him  of  all  censure  and  responsibilitjr.  He 
nras  ordered  to  encage  in  offensire  operations;  to 
mug  the  war  with  the  Seminoles  to  a  speedy 
md  successful  termination,  with  exemplary  pun- 
shment  for  hostilities  so  unproroked;  and  to  es- 
ablish  a  peace  on  such  conditions  as  would  make 
t  honorable  and  permanent.  He  was,  in  effect, 
barged  with  the  management  of  the  war,  and 
'ested  with  the  powers  necessary  to  gire  it  ef- 
eet.  No  orders  could  have  been  more  ample,  as 
0  the  selection  of  means,  as  well  as  to  their  ap- 
)lication. 

The  massacre  of  Mrs.  Garret  and  children,  and 
he  butchery  of  Lieutenant  Scott  and  comrades, 
rour  respondent  is  informed,  were  the  events 
vhich  induced  the  Gorernment  to  order  him  to 
ake  command  of  the  operating  army,  and  to 
irosecute  the  war  with  vigor  and  effect.  They 
lad  determined  to  abandon  the  cautious  and  de- 
ensire  policy  hitherto  adopted,  and  to  pursue  a 
lew  system  of  operations  against  the  enemy, 
rhe  orders 'directed  to  your  respondent  and  Gen- 
eral Gaines,  subsequent  to  those  tragical  events, 
irere  entirely  different  from  former  ones;  inas- 
nuch  aa  they  were  peremptory  as  to  carrying  on 
iperations  in  Florida  against  the  Seminole  In- 
iians. 

The  first  order  to  your  respondeht  had  no  refer- 
ence to  those  issued  to  General  Gaines,  save  that 
)f  the  same  date  with  his  own,  which  was  di- 
'ected  to  him  at  Amelia  Island,  requiring  his  co- 
>peration  in  the  attack  upon  the  Seminoles.  In 
20  part  of  it  was  a  reference  to  any  previous  order 
to  your  respondent,  or  any  other  person,  pointing 
)ttt  the  most  advisable  means  to  be  adopted,  or 
limiting  him  in  their  choice  or  application.  And 
sven  had  the  orders  of  General  Gaines  been  oblig* 
fttory,  as  the  case  which  they  contemplated  never 
Dccurred,  they  must  entirely  have  lost  their  force 
&nd  effect.  An  order  to  perform  a  particular  ser- 
vice, or  to  effect  a  specific  object,  without  any 
limitation  as  to  the.means  to  be  employed,  leaves, 
it  is  conceived,  an  entire  discretion  with  the  officer 
&B  to  their  character  and  application — it  then  be- 
comes a  general  power.  It  is  also  believed  to  be 
true  that  the  limits  of  such  an  order  cannot  be 
transcended  without  an  entire  desertion  of  the 
object  contemplated.  The  orders  of  your  re- 
spondent completely  superseded  those  directed 
to  General  Gaines ;  and,  if  so,  he  must  stand  ac- 
quitted of  the  high  charge  of  having  been  ffuilty 
of  their  violation.  Tet,  if  any  doubt  could  exist 
upon  this  subiect,  the  subsequent  approval  of  the 
measures  and  motives  of  your  respondent,  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  completely  set- 
tles all  controversy. 

In  the  first  page  of  the  report  an  effort  is  made 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Jack- 
son was  ne^tiated  by  your  respondent,  and  that 
the  hostilities  of  the  Seminoles  proceeded  from 
its  unjust  and  tyrannical  demandt.  Upon  this 
branch  of  the  subject  your  respondent  begs  leave 


to  remark,  that  the  Gkneral  Government  had 
some  time  previously  settled  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation, and  your  respondent,  not  as  a  commis- 
sioner or  negotiator,  but  as  tne  conqueror  of  the 
country,  received  their  submission  upon  those 
terms — terms  which  demanded  the  turrender  tf 
their  propheta^  as  well  aa  the  inttigatore  of  the 

WMT, 

Those  Indians,  bavins  been  routed  at  Hoithle- 
wallee,  in  April,  1814,  fled  to  Pensacola,  where 
they  were  protected,  clothed,  fed,  and  supplied 
with  munitions  of  war,  by  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties. They  never  were  parties  to  the  treaty  at 
Fort  Jackson;  and,  however  they  might  have 
been  dissatisfied  with  its  conditions,  as  demanded 
bv  the  Government,  their  dissatisfaction  and  hos- 
tility were  excited  by  Spanish  agents  and  British 
emissaries  resident  among  them ;  one  of  whom 
was  the  infamous  Woodbine,  who  was  then  en- 

5 aged  in  enlisting  them  in  his  service  \y  the 
istribution  of  presents^  and  in  disciplining  them 
for  war.  These  facts  might  have  been  ascertained 
by  a  reference  to  the  correspondence  between 
your  respondent  and  the  Governor  of  Pensacola, 
which  were  on  file  in  the  War  Department. 

Upon  the  subject  of  occupying  the  Spanish 
posts  your  respondent  thinks  proper  to  observe, 
that  he  deemed  it  essentially  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  his  orders.  It  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  obtained  a  speedy  and  effectual 
termination  of  the  war,  so  long  as  the  command- 
ants of  those  fortresses  furnished  the  enem  v  with 
supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  and  aided,  abet- 
ted, and  encouraged  them  in  their  savage  hostil- 
ities against  our  frontier  settlements. 

They  had  both  become  the  rendezvous  for  im- 
bodying  hostile  negroes  and  Indians,  and  for 
giving  them  comfort  and  protection.  According 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  her  own  commanding 
officers,  the  authority  of  Spain  over  Florida  had 
ceased,  and  was  to  be  considered  as  dereiict  to  all 
intents  and  4>urposes.  Your  respondent  did  not 
believe  himself  under  any  obligation  to  respect 
an  authority  that  did  not  exist ;  a  sovereignty  that 
was  not  asserted  or  exercised;  reason  nor  law 
could  require  him  to  respect  rights  that  were  suf- 
fered to  be  usurped  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
a  most  cruel  and  sanguinary  war  ^rainst  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  posts  had 
been  alternately  substituted  for  the  fort,  on  the 
Appalachicola,  and  thither  the  negroes  and  In- 
dians had  retreated  for  shelter  and  protection, 
after  their  defeats  at  Mickasnky.  They  constituted 
the  laboratories  of  the  war,  and  there  were  their 
materials  collected  and  organized  for  active  ser- 
vice. They  were  in  reality  Indian  forts  and  store- 
houses, attempted  to  be  protected  bv  the  Spanish 
flag;  and  had  they  been  in  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  our  savage  enemies,  they  could  not  have 
derived  greater  advantages,  been  more  benefitted, 
nor  we  more  seriously  injured. 

Against  such  an  enemy,  what  measures  were 
to  be  adopted  under  orders  that  required  a  speedv 
and  effectual  termination  of  the  war;  and  whicL 
were  to  give  permanent  peace  and  security  to 
our  Southern  frontier?    They  were  not  to  be 
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Deponent  farther  atmtet,  tlwt.  ainee  the 

mentn  of  November  last  past,  he  has  seen  brooght 
in  here,  b]r  the  Indians,  a  quantit^r  of  coitonade 
and  women's  eiothing,  brooght,  or  said  to  hare 
been  brooght,  from  the  American  frontier ;  that 
these  tbinffs  were  pobliely  sold  in  this  town,  not* 
withstanding  it  was  notorioosly  known  bere  that 
those  articles  and  property  had  jost  been  taken 
from  those  whom  the  Indians  had  killed  on  the 
American  frontier. 

PEDRO  S£NAC. 

Attest :     J.  B.  ROBINSON,  hUerpreter. 

Pembacola. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  19th 
dnir  of  September,  1S18. 

M.  McKINSEY,  Sew..,/.  P. 


I,  Isaac  McKeever,  n  lieirtenant  in  the  Nary  of 
the  United  States,  on  oath  declare,  that  the  fol- 
iowiog  narration  contains  a  true  statement  of 
facts,  to  the  best  of  mv  knowledge.  I  commanded 
the  naTal  force  whicn  conToyed  the  store-ships, 
transports,  4^c.,  from  New  Orleans  to  Fort  Qads- 
den,  and  from  thence  to  the  bay  of  St.  Mark's 
during  the  Seminole  war.  I  arriTed  in  the  said 
bay  on  the  1st  of  April,  1818,  with  British  colors 
flying  at  my  masthead ;  on  the  next  day  I  was 
Tisited  by  a  Spanish  lieutenant,  the  second  ia 
command  at  Fort  St.  Mark's.  The  lieoteDant 
was  inquisitire  as  to  the  character  of  my  vessels 
and  the  nature  of  my  visit,  and  wished  to  know 
whether  I  had  any  authority  from  the  Captain 
Qeneral  of  Cuba  for  entering  the  territories  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty.  In  reply,  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  seen  my  colors  on  entermg  the  bay  of  Sl 
Mark's,  and  intimated  that  the  nature  of  my  visit 
could  not  be  satisfactorily  explained  until  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Woodbine,  at  the  same  time 
intimating  that  it  was  of  an  illicit  character,  and 
that  succor,  aid,  &c.,  to  Hillis  Hajo  and  his  war- 
riors, in  their  present  distress,  was  intended.  At 
the  mention  of  this  he  expressed  much  satisfac- 
tion, stated  that  Captain  Woodbine  and  tbe  Span- 
ish commandant  ot St.  Mark's  were  good  friends, 
and  voluntarily  gave  me  every  information  as  to 
the  movements  of  Qeneral  Jackson's  force,  and 
his  strength ;  the  situation  of  the  hostile  Indians 
he  detailed  at  length,  and  stated  what  rejoicing 
the  reception  of  the  long  promised  and  expected 
succor  would  occasion.  He  stated  that  Hillis 
Hajo  and  the  Spanish  commandant  were  on  ia* 
timate  terms ;  that  the  former  was  then  in  the 
vicinity,  and  had  lately  been  at  the  fort  of  St. 
Mark's,  when  he  had  urged,  with  menaces,  the 
commandant  to  send  on  board  to  ascertain  to  de- 
monstration tbe  character  of  the  straiurers ;  and, 
having  satisfied  himself,  he  would  see  nillis  Hajo 
that  evening,  after  which  we  might  expect  a 
visit  from  the  latter,  who  accordinffly  came  on 
board  the  following  morning.  He  likewise  in- 
formed me  that  Arbuthnot,a  friend  to  tbe  hostile 
Indians,  and  an  acquaintance  of  Woodbine's,  was 
in  Fort  St.  Mark's.  On  my  expressing  to  him 
some  apprehension  of  being  blockaded  by  an 
American  squadron  reported  to  be  on  the  coast, 


or  of  my  retreat  being  cot  off  by  Jaekaoa,  he  re^ 
plied,  that  the  latter  was  impoMble;  that  Jack- 
son  had  hoc  five  pieces  of  artUlerv,  and  the  im- 
practicability of  the  swamp  would  preveK  his 
assuming  any  position  below  me  ;  but  that  1  aod 
apprehend  no  danger  from  any  quarter ;  that  u 
allies,  by  anchoring  under  the  guns  of  the  fort 
protection  would  be  afforded  me. 

About  this  time  we  were  informed  by  tk 
Spanish  officers  and  Indians  who  came  on  botri 
that,  on  our  arrival  within  the  bay,  the  Indiai 
camp  demonstrated  moch  joy  at  the  approacb  d 
their  expected  supplies  of  munitions,  «. 

I.  McKEBTER. 

New  Orleamb,  June  5, 1819. 

Sworn  this  5th  June,  1819. 

DOM.  A.  HALL, 
DUt.  Judge  U.  8.  iMonoaia  Di^. 

TkefoHoming  KotomenX  tatniicfe  6y  rtifUBai: 

About  the  1st  of  Mav,  1618.  I  was  sent  bv  the 
officer  commanding  at  New  Orleans  in  ckai^  of 
a  public  transport  schooner,  with  provisioBs  for 
the  earrison  at  Fort  Crawford,  with  oniers  to 
toucE  at  Pensacola.  and  obtain  permlssioa  c(  the 
Governor  of  that  place  to  aseeud  the  bay  of  Pen- 
sacola and  the  Escambia  river,  through  cke&|aa- 
ish  territory,  to  my  destmatioD.  I  arhvcd  at 
Pensacola  on  the  16th  of  May,  and  immediaielr 
reported  the  schooner,  her  cargo,  and  destiaatiw. 
to  the  Governor ;  notifying  him,  at  the  same  tise. 
of  my  wish  to  proceed  without  delay.  Oa  tbe 
18th  the  Governor  informed  me  that  he  was  aoc 


authorized  to  let  the  provisions  proceed  withoat 
the  payment  of  a  transit  doty  of  two  per  ceoL, 
and  required  an  invoice  of  the  cargo  to  be  ren- 
dered at  the  custom-house,  in  order  titat  an  esti- 
mate might  be  made  of  the  duties  imposed.  I 
remonstrated  with  him  against  the  payment  of 
duties  on  public  supplies,  on  bcardapabUc  ves- 
sel, and  designed  for  public  serTice;  an&  urged  a 
free  oassage  as  an  act  of  friendship  only,  which 
neighboring  nations  at  peace  ^ere  bonnd,  ia  com- 
mon justice,  to  extend  to  each  other — all  without 
avail.  Fort  Crawford  being  then  short  of  pro- 
visions, I  was  forced  by  necessity  to  accept  the 
passage  on  the  terms  offered ;  and,  accordinglf, 
entered  the  cargo  at  the  caatom-hoase,  and  pail 
the  duties  required  into  the  royal  treasury. 

I  inquired  of  the  Governor  whether  transporis, 
charged  with  public  supplies,  and  destined  fsr 
F^  Crawford,  would  theieafter  be  aafiaed  to 
pass  Pensacola  free  of  the  duties  impoaed  is  the 
present  inatanee ;  and  was  infoitaed  that  a  cate- 
gorical answer  could  not  than  be  giren  to  tbe  in- 
quiry, as  the  Cajptain  General  of  Caba  had  not 
vet  given  a  decision  oa  that  point,  auid  whatever 
he  might  resolve  would  be  communicated. 

When  the  transport  came  to  anchor  in  the  port 
of  Pensacola,!  distmctly  discovered  sereral  groups 
of  Indians  on  the  water's  edge ;  and,  awair  of 
the  impotency  of  the  Spanish  authority,  /  was 
apprehensive  I  should  not  be  permitted  to  land  in 
saiety.  Before  I  was  ready  to  leave  the  vessel, 
however,  the  Governor's  aid  came  on  board,  aa4 
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>efor«  we  r«f(cbe4  til*  fkoxe  ^  Iii4iaiit  b«d 
nostly  dis^ppeftr^.  I  was  aftcxwardii  ioformed 
hat,  at  the  lime  ;h/e  transport  caiae  to  anchor, 
here  were  upwfitr^s  of  a  hqodr.ed  in  the  town, 
vho  ioamediately  reiired  to  the  neighboring  woods 
>y  order  of  the  Qbverpor.  I  wasTijrther  iafprm- 
>d,  by  a  respectably  citizen  of  Pensacola,  that,  a 
lew  days  pxec^di^g  my  arrival|  a  considerable 
luoiber  of  Indians^  who  had  takes  refuge  in  that 
Dlace,  had  been  transported,  by  the  Governor's 
Luthority,  to  St*  Rose  island,  on  the  opposite  side 
»f  the  bay. 

The  undersijgned  qertifies,  upon  honor,  to  the 
:orreotness  Qtthe  substance  of  the  foregoing 
tatement.  T.  CROSS,  Ckipt.  U.  S.  A. 

WABBiMOTON  Clty,  JRi6.  1, 1880. 


I  was  Cluartermaster  General  of  the  southern 
livision  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  At  Fort 
jkidsden  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Mobile 
Lod  Fprt  Montgomery,  for  the  purpose  of  f6r* 
irard log  supplies  to  the  army,  then  on  its  march 
iirest.  From  Mobile  I  sent  the  schooner  Little 
^ally.  Captain  Pastes^  lo^f^ed  with  prorisiohs,  to 
he  rerdidb  river,  with  instructions  to  remain 
here  until  the  ajnproach  of  the  army,  or  until 
urther  orders.  Two  days  after  we  arrived  at 
he  Barancas,  Captain  Pastes  joined,  and  in* 
prmed  lis,  that  his  vessel  had  been  taken  by  a 
SpanifSh  launch  iiear  the  month  of  Perdido,  and 
>rpught  under  the  guns  of  the  Fort  Barancas, 
tpd  detained  several  days.  This  was  confirmed 
>y  several  Spanish  officers  after  we  took  posses- 
sion of  the  fort. 

I  certify,  on  my  honor,  to  the  truth  of  the 
ibove  statement.  G.  GIBSON, 

Late  Q.  M.  (7.  of  Southern  JHviaUnL 

WA0BINQTON,  Feb.  i,  1820.    . 


Navy  Dsfabvmbiit^  Alarek  87, 18ia 
Sir  :  In  the  present  state  of  hostilities  between 
the  Indians  and  the  United  Slates,  yoar  aid  and 
so-operation  may  be  required  by  the  Oencval 
commanding  the  United  States  army  in  the 
South  \  you  will  therefore  a£Ebrd  all  tlie  aid  and 
»apport  in  your  power,  aod  keep  op  a  eorrespond- 
ence  for  this  purpose. 

Despatch  immediately  two  ganboats  and  two 
of  the  smaller  vessels  to  Mobile  and  to  the  Ap- 
palachieola,  to  proteet  the  oonvoye  of  supplies, 
and  to  remove  any  obstruetioas  to  a  free  com- 
munication between  the  forts  and  forces  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  be  your  duty  also  to  adopt 
such  further  measures  as  the  oireumstances  of 
the  case  or  the  development  of  events  may  render 
necessarv. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHISLD. 

P.  S. — Commandant  J.  D.  Henley  is  also  or- 
dered to  send  one  of  the  small  yessels  of  his 
squadron  to  the  Appalachicola,  which  vessel  will 
he  subject  to  your  order. 
Com.  D.  T.  Pattsrbon, 

Com.  Naval  8t(UiotL  N.  O, 
A  true  copy :      R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-decamp. 
15th  Com.  2d  Ssas.— 74 


HsADa'aa,  Divibioh  of  tbb  Soutb, 
Adfi  Gen's  Qffice,  Fort  St.  Mark's, 

April  26, 18^8. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

The  following  detail  will  compose  a  special 
court,  to  convene  at  this  post,  at  the  hour  of  12 
o'clock,  Mi«  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
charges  exhibited  against  A.  Arbuthoot,  Robert 
Christy  Ambrister,  antl  such  others  who  are  sim- 
ilarjy  situated,  aa  may  ^e  bxonght  before  it.  The 
court  will  record  aUi(^  docuif  entsiind  tettja^ony 
in  the  several  cases,  find  their  opinion  as  to  the 
f;uilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisonef,and  what  pun« 
ishment,  if  any,  should  be  inflicted, 

niTAIL. 

l^ajor  General  S.  P.  QiiNXe,  Preftident, 

^Umbers* 

Colonel  King,  4th  infiiatry. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Gibson,  Tennessee  Tolonteers. 

Afaior  Montgomery,  7th  in&ntry. 

Colonel  Dyer,  Tennessee  voloateers. 

Lieut  Colonel  filliott^  Tennessee  volunteera. 

Major  Minton,  Georgia  militia. 

Colonel  Williamson,  Tennessee  volonteen. 

Major  Mohlenburg,  4ih  infantry. 

Captaia  Yashon,  7th  infantry. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Lindsay,  eorp  of  artillery. 

Major  Fanning,  corps  of  artillery. 

Captain,  Crittenden,  Kentocky  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  J.  M.  GUssell>  4ih  inf.,  IlecordeK 

An  orderly  will  be  detailed  from  Gien.  Gaines's 
brigade,  and  the  court  will  sit  without  regard  to 
hourn. 
By  order  of  Major  (General  Jackson : 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

Adjutant  Cfetiera^. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL.  Aid-de-camp. 


War  Department,  Oct,  2, 1816. 

Sib:  Your  communication  of  the  —  ultimo, 
with  its  enclosures, haxebeen  received,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  President,  ^s  vvell  as  my  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo  to  you. 

Since  the  date  of  that  letter  information  has 
been  received  directly  from  Spain,  which  gives 
additional  force  to  the  impressiona  entertained  in 
relation  to  CobnelJesup's  communications.  The 
improbaibility  of  the  information  given  by  tut 
officer  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
justify  any  arrangement  which  is  calculated  to 
produce  public  excitement. 

A  judicious  disposition  of  the  force  under  yovr 
command,  with  a  view  to  meet  an  event  of  that 
nature,  is  all  that  is  considered  necessary  at  the 
present  moment^  except  the  transportation  of  the 
arms  and  munitions  or  war  to  the  menaced  point 
of  attack,  which  such  a  measure  renders  mdis- 
pensable. 

These  dispositions  you  will  carry  into  execu- 
tion agreeably  to  the  instructions  coAUined  in 
my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  with  such  modifiea- 
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tions  as  the  actual  state  of  the  posts,  aad  a  true 
regard  to  the  public  interest  may  require. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

A.  Jackson,  Mt^or  Cfen.,  f  c. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

R.  I.  BASTBR,  A.  D.  C. 


Extrad  of  a  Utter  from  WiiUam  H.  Crawford,  Sec* 
retary  of  War,  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jaekion, 
dated  27th  S^temher,  1816. 

The  destruction  of  the  Negro  fort,  at  the  junc* 
tion  of  the  Appalaehicola  and  Flint  rirers,  may 
hare  reroored  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  so  large 
a  force  in  that  quarter.  It  must,  LoweTer,  be  ad- 
mitted, that  erery  means  of  exciting  those  Indians 
to  hostility  will  be  resorted  to  in  the  erent  of  a 
Spanish  war.  But  eren  in  that  events  it  is  ques- 
tionable whether  wt  should  keep  so  large  a  |x>r- 
tion  of  our  actire  force  pent  up  in  a  fort,  acting 
on  the  defensire,  when,  in  fact,  there  is  nothins 
worth  defending.  The  militia  of  Georgia  would 
be  competent  to  the  chastisement  of  the  hostile 
Indians  in  that  quarter.  If  the  danger  becomes 
more  threatening,  all  the  posu  in  the  interior  of 
the  Indian  country  may  be  occupied  by  the  mili- 
tia of  that  State  and  Tennessee,  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  asssemblage  of  the  whole  regular  force  at  the 
point  immediately  menaced.  Your  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  posts  within  your  com- 
mand, will  enable  you  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  to  secure  the  object  presented  in  this 
communication. 

In  withdrawing  forces  from  posts  now  occu- 
pied, joxk  will  keep  in  view  the  preservation  of 
the  military  stores  which  may  ha?e  been  depos- 
ited in  them,  which  can  only  be  done  by  trans- 
porting them  with  the  troops,  or  by  leaving  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  for  their  protection, 
until  the  post  can  be  manned  by  the  militia,  or 
troops  brought  from  the  northern  division. 

True  copy :       R.  K.  CALL,  Aid4e<aimp. 


HBioa'na,  Ditision  of.  tbb  South, 
^cuMUe,  January  20, 18 1& 

Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  and  have  to  regret  the  situation  in  which 

Jou  are  unfortunately  placed.  Bvery  effort  will 
B  made,  however,  to  relieve  you.  I  shall  leave 
this  place  for  Fort  Hawkins  on  the  23d,  and  two 
regiments  of  mounted  volunteers  will  rendezvous 
at  Fayetteville,  Tennessee  on  the  31st  instant, 
and  proceed,  by  forced  marches,  direct  to  our  south- 
ern Iron  tier. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Georgia  militia 
has  instrqctions  this  day  not  to  invite  a  general 
engaffement  with  the  Indians,  bat  at  all  hazards 
to  aid  you  in  relieving  Major  Muhlenburg. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mo/.  Gen.  Om^g  Div.  of  the  South. 

Col  Abbuoklb,  Com^g  at  Fort  Scott. 
True  copy :        R.  K.  CALL,  Aid  decamp. 


Extract  of  a  kiter  from  Maiat  Cftneral  Judtm  h 
Brewet  Me^or  General  Oame9^  daied 

HsADa'aa,  Nabhvili^,  Aug.  17,IS18. 

Dbar  Sib:  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  Mto- 
rious  Mecodicozy  is  at  len^^h  destroyed.  Tie 
distresses  of  the  Indians  for  provisions  I  ezpeciBi 
Tour  providing  for  their  wants  meeu  my  entitv 
approbation.  It  will  meet  the  foil  apf»robtiio: 
or  the  Government,  as  it  corresponds  with  xhr,: 
usual  humanity,  always  extended  to  the  soffehi^ 
Indian. 

I  have  noted  with  attention  Major  Twiggs^i 
letter,  marked  No.  5.  I  contemplated  t^r  the 
agents  of  Spain,  or  the  officers  of  Port  ^  Aa- 

?;ustine,  would  excite  the  Indians  to  hostility,  tad 
Ornish  them  with  the  means.  It  will  bcieecs- 
sary  to  obtain  evidence  substantiating  tbts  &cL 
and  that  the  hostile  Indians  hare  been  fed  tB4 
furnished  from  the  garrison  of  the  fort  of  Sc 
Augustine.  This  being  obtained,  sbooid  yoo  dem 
your  force  sufficient,  yon  will  proceed  ta  take 
and  garrison,  with  American  troops,  Fort  8l 
Augustine,  and  hold  the  garrison  prisoaen,  nntii 
you  hear  from  the  President  of  the  United  SttiSL 
or  transport  them  to  Cuba,  as  in  your  jwdgman, 
under  existing  circumstances,  yon  niv  think 
best. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  proccediagi 
heretofore  carried  on  by  me,  or  this  order,  is  mc 
on  the  ground  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spaiap: 
is  on  the  sround  of  self-defence,  bottomed  oo  tke 
broad  basis  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  naticK 
and  justified  bjr  giving  peace  and  secarit]^  to  ov 
frontier.  Hence  the  necessity  of  procunng  en- 
deuce  of  the  fact  of  the  agents  or  officers  of  Spaii 
having  excited  the  Indians  to  continue  the  WMt 
against  us,  and  that  they  hare  famished  tbem 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war.  This 
evidence  being  obtained,  yoo  will  (if  yoer  force 
is  sufficient)  permit  nothing  to  preveot  yoa  from 
reducing  fort  St.  Aogostiae,  except  a  positive 
order  from  the  War  Department. 

Orders,  some  time  stnee,  have  been  pres  to 
officers  of  the  ordnance  commanding  at  Chules- 
ton,to  have  in  readinessa  complete  batieriaf  titia, 
the  number  and  caliber  of  the  gnos pointed  out; 
I  have  no  doubt  bat  that  yon  will  nnd  then  ii 
readiness.  I  enclose  you  the  report  of  Captsii 
Henley,  of  the  naval  force  on  that  sutioa;  foe 
will  OMU  a  correspondence  with  Commaadsst 
A»  J.  Dallas,  to  insure  his  co-operation,  provided 
it  should  be  required. 

I  trust,  before  this  reaches  you,  yon  will  htn 
destroyed  the  setdemeot  collected  at  Savssee. 
This  can  easilv  be  done  by  a  coup^dt'man^  pro- 
vided secrecy  be  observed,  and  great  expeditioa 
of  march  used ;  without  expedition  of  mofcoieatf 
and  great  secrecy  is  observed,  yon  will  be  di»- 
covered,  and  the  enemy  will  either  flee  or  esdes- 
vor  to  ambuscade  you ;  both  of  which  oeght  u 
be  guarded  against. 

Have  a  careful  eye  to  your  supplies  on  hiad^ 
that  before  they  are  consumed  others  osf  be 
ordered,  and  reach  you:  without  necessuy  snp- 

{ilies  an  army  cannot  operate  with  ejSeet    The 
ate  scarcity  ought  to  teach  us  a  lesson  on  tbit 
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Iiead  nerer  to  be  forgotteo ;  I  shall,  therefore,  ex- 
}ect  that  no  soarcity  will  exist  at  any  place,  post, 
>r  garrison  introsted  to  your  care. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  yon  shortly,  and* 
;hat  you  and  your  brigade  may  be  snccessful  in 
ill  your  operations^  and  coTer  itself  with  ^lory, 
Is  my  heartfelt  wish ;  and,  with  this  feeling,  I 
im,  Tery  respectfully,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Major  General  commanding. 

Brevet  Major  Qen.  Gaines. 

True  copy :         R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^-camp, 


Extract  of  a  l^erfrom  the  Secretary  of ,  War  to  the 
Hon.  w*  LowndeSf  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meam,  dated  13M  Aprils  1818. 

The  estimate  formerly  transmitted  for  the  ex- 
lense  of  calling  out  the  militia  during  the  present 
rear,  was  made  for  infantry ;  but  as  upwards  of 
welve  hundred  men  of  the  present  militia  force 
n  the  field  are  mounted  rolunteers,  an  additional 
um  of  ninety  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary 
0  meet  the  increased  expense. 

DSPARTMENT  OP  WaR,  DcC.  21,  1819. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  Depart- 
aent. 

C.  VANDBVKNTER. 


HsADa'as,  Tkhn.  VoLUNTBiRaj 
South  eide  of  the  Tenn.  rwer^ 

Fhbruary  13, 1S1& 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
nuster-rolis  of  the  volunteer  mounted  gun*men, 
»f  West  Tennessee;  also,  a  consolidated  morning 
eport  of  the  brigade.  I  have  bad  much  trouble 
Q  procuring  these  returns. 
I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  P.  HAYNE,  Inep.  Gen. 
To  Brig.  Qen.  D.  PAJtKfiR, 

Adjutant  and  map.  Gen. 

True  eopy  on  file  in  my  office. 

A.  P.  HAYNE, 
Hupector  General  U.  3.  Army. 


Dbpartmrmt  of  War,  March  7, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
:er  of  the  9th,  and  three  of  the  15th  instant.  I 
lave  the  pleasure  of  expressing  to  you  my  entire 
ipprobation  of  all  the  measures  von  have  adopted 
to  insure  a  prompt  movement  ot  the  patriotic  vol- 
unteers connded  to  your  command. 

It  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  there  is  no  public 
irsenal  in  that  section  of  the  country,  from  which 
irms  and  equipments  could  be  drawn.  The 
Kourse  which  you  have  taken  to  remedy  the  evil, 
I  trust,  will  be  effectual.  So  far  as  it  may  be 
practicable,  let  the  arms  be  preserved  and  returned, 
after  the  campaign  closes,  to  the  owners.  Where 
this  cannot  be  done,  let  the  account,  properly 
vouched,  be  paid  by  the  quartermasters  depart- 
ment. 

The  bills  drawn  oa  account  of  supplies  of  every 


kind  will  be  paid  when  presented  to  this  Depart- 
ment. Unwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  forwarded  to  the  paymasters  of  the 
fourth  and  seventh  regiments,  for  the  payment 
of  the  militia,  before  they  are  discharged.  Gen* 
eral  Jackson  will  adopt  such  measures  as  will  be 
proper  to  secure  this  object.  The  desire  of  the 
President,  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  r«r- 
ular  forces  should  be  charged  with  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  campaign,  is  the  only  obstacle  Co 
appointing  the  sentlemen  recommended  by  the 
officers  of  the  Tennessee  brigade.  Every  atten- 
tion  will  be  gives  to  secure  the  object  of  their 
wishes. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come to  organize  efficiently,  and  satis&ctorily  to 
the  officers  and  men,  a  volunteer  corps  for  the 
field.  In  the  present  instance,  the  pride  and  spirit 
of  veterans,  aided  by  patriotism,  and  directed  by 
superior  intelligence,  have  handsomely  surmount- 
ed every  obstacle.  The  alacrity  with  which  the 
brave  Tennesseans  have  again  resumed  their 
arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  is  a  sufficient 
earnest  that  their  effi>rts  will  be  successful,  and 
that  their  efficiency,  joined  with  the  gallant  ex- 
ertions of  other  cor[»,  will  speedily  terminate  the 
conflicL    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  Colonel  A.  P.  Hatmr, 

hup.  Gen,,  com^g  Tenn.  brigade. 

True  copy,  taken  from  the  oriffinal  on  file  in 
my  office.  A.  P.  BAYNfi, 

Imp.  Gen.  U.  8.  Army. 

I,  Richard  K.  Call,  captain  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  aid-de-eamp  to  Major  General  Jack- 
son, do  swear,  that,  some  time  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  I  was  summoned  to  appear 
before  a  committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  evidence  in  relation  to  the  oecur- 
renoes  of  the  Seminole  campaign ;  that^ after  giv- 
ing the  statement,  which  appeared  as  one  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, (which  statement  was  taken  in  writiag 
bv  one  ot  its  members,)  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Lacoek, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  that  my  testimony 
could  not  then  be  copied  in  order  to  receive  my 
signature^  but  that  by  the  next  morning  at  ten 
o'clock  it  should  be  prepared;  at  which  time  I 
should  have  an  opportunitjr  of  comparing  it  with 
the  original,  and  oi  correctmg  anj  mistake  which 
miffht  arise  in  its  being  transcribed.  I  acoord- 
in^y  repaired  on  the  day  appointed  to  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber,  and  was  informed  by  Mr.  Lacock, 
chairman,  that  the  committee  would  not  meet 
that  day,  and  that  my  testimony  was  not  yet  cop- 
ied. I  again  mentioned  to  him,  that,  from  the 
number  of  mutilations  and  erasures  which  had 
been  made  in  recording  my  evidence^  if  it  was 
copied,  I  should  expect  the  right  of  seeing  it  be- 
fore it  should  be  given  to  the  public.  He  replied 
that  he  did  not  know  that  the  committee  would 
make  any  use  whatever  of  my  deposition  \  but 
if  they  should  ultimately  determine  to  intro« 
dttce  it  aa  a  document  on  which  a  report  would 
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be  framedi  it  should  be  prertooslf  copied,  tab-. 
Bitted  to  uy  iotpection,  and  receive  my  sig- 
natore ;  none  of  which  promises  were  eonplied 
with.  After  my  iDterriew  with  Mr.  Lacock.  I 
remained  Id  Washington  five  ot  six  days,  to  toe 
best  of  my  reeolleetioa,  during  which  time  I  heard 
nothing  from  Mr.  Lacock  or  my  d«>osition ; 
■cither  did  I  learn  that  mr  statement  bad  been 
applied  to  any  purpose  until  mjr  return  from  Phri- 
adeJphia  to  Baltimore,  at  which  place  I  saw  it 
mttached  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

My  deposition,  however,  though  published 
without  my  having  an  op|x>rtunity  of  c(Nrrecting 
errors  which  might  arise  in  transcribing  it,  and 
in  direct  violation  of  Mr.  Lacock's  promise,  is, 
according  to  my  recollection,  correct,  with  a 
trivial  exception.  It  is  not,  however,  without 
eitor ;  and  this  error  will  be  found  in  the  omission 
of  the  expression,  Ibduve,  When  interrogated 
by  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  purpose  for 
which  Lieutenant  Bands  had  been  ordered  to 
.Mobile,  my  answer  was,  IbeUece  he  was  ordered 
tbere  for  artillery ;  and  not  positive  to  the  ftict. 
I,  moreover,  observed  to  the  committee,  that  I  did 
not,  at  that  time,  belong  to  the  personal  staff  of 
General  Jackson;  my  duties  were  remote  from 
his  person,  and  cherefore  I  was  little  acquainted 
with  the  views  and  opiuions  of  the  commanding 
GeneraL 

£L  K*  C/ALL. 

Sworn  to,  this  30th  day^of  July,  1819,  before 

W.TANNEHILL,J.P. 
Tjrue  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de-camp. 


■iB 


made  me  by  Mr.  Fdnyth  wna  Tiolmted  ;  aatf  that 
I  never  saw  the  deposition  nfterwafds,  «Mi  it 
was  published  in  the  docanenla  nccompatyiag 
the  report. 

JAS.  C.  BRONAUOH,  U.&A, 

Sworn  to,  and  subscribed  before  me,  tbb  24d 
day  of  July,  1819. 

R.  C.  F08TBR,  J.  P. 
True  copy : 

R.  r.  EASTER,  Aid-dc  camp. 
R.  K.  CALX«| 


*  Nabbvijulb,  Juiy  2I&,  1819 

I,  James  O.  Bronnugh,  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  attached  to  the  staff  of  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  do  swear,  that,  during  the  last 
Winter,  whilst  at  the  City  of  Washington,  I  was 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution  of  the 
18th  December  last,  **tbat  the  Message  of  the 
President,  and  documents  relative  to  the  Semi- 
nole war  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who 
shall  have  authority,  if  necessary,  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers;  that  said  committee  inquire 
relative  to  the  advance  of  the  United  Stales  troops 
into  West  Florida,  whether  the  officers  in  com- 
mand at  PensBcola  and  St.  Mark's  were  amena- 
ble to,  and  under  the  control  of,  Spain ;  and  par- 
ticularly what  circumstances  existed  to  authorice 
or  justify  the  commanding  General  in  taking 
possession  of  ihoae  prnts.**  That,  when  I  appear- 
ed before  said  committee,  I  was  questioned  open 
the  subjects  contained  in  my  deposition,  which  is 
publisbed  in  the  documents  accompanying  their 
report  of  the  84th  February,  1819;  that  the  svb- 
etance  or  my  answers  was  taken  down  by  Major 
John  H.  Baton,  a  memberof  the  committee  |  and 
that  It  wae  expressly  declared  to  me  by  John 
Forsyth,  another  member,  "that  if  my  testimony 
was  used  by  the  eommiiiee,  I  should  have  t4mely 
information,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  ihie  an 
opportunity  of  correcting  tt."   That  this  promise 


Nashvillb,  AprU  21, 1S19. 

Sin :  In  n  conversation  with  Mr.  Fbieytk  on 
the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  comfnittec  ef  the 
Senate,  I  stated  that  the  committee  fand  ouMtated 
several  facts  in  relation  to  the  oeeorrenees  sf  ik 
Seminole  war.  *<  First.  That  the  Qevcnarsf 
Tennessee  was  in  Nashville  wbea  yon  neeini 
vour  instructions  to  call  for  a  portion  of  cbe  mil- 
itia of  the  State,  and  that  yon  negteeied  to  laafce 
any  requisition  upon  him  for  the  nnaber  far 
which  you  were  authortaed  to  call ;  wioimia§ 
kirn  tbat  be  was  not  then  in  NaahTtlle,ao^  that 
you  had  written  him  immediately  on  receifing 
your  instructions.  I  further  told  him  that  yoa 
were  prepared  to  prove  that  yoa  had  not  ap- 
pointed the  officers  to  their  reapective  commss^ 
as  alleged  bv  the  committee."  To  all  whicti  Mr. 
Forsyth  icplied,  that  it  waa  »iich  to  be  regretted 
that,  ia  an  inveatigation  so  ioiportant  to  ttt 
country  and  the  ebaracter  of  the  individual,  eft- 
dence  so  cloaely  connected  with  the  matter  is 
consideration  had  not  been  enrlier  before  the 
committee.    I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  dke. 

RICHARD  L  EASTJER. 

Major  Oen.  A.  Jack8qn. 

True  copy : 

E.  K.  CALL,  Atd-de^oiip. 


DtmLAPsviLUB,  TmnnaaiB, 

Jlkaxk  30, 1819. 

Sin:  On  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  Gorerstf 
McMinn  came  to  Kingston.  Imonediately  oo  his 
arrival  I  informed  him  of  my  intention  to  nm 
a  volunteer  company,  to  joia  ybor  army  o&  in 
march  to  Fort  ScotL  The  Gtorenior  wes!  n 
John  Laya's  tavern,  and  made  a  poblic  la^  w- 
mated  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  pet^e  ^ 
Kingston  and  its  vicinity;  and  nssored  alit^ose 
who  would  ffo  with  me,  or  go  from  any  ^rt  d 
the  State,  that  they  went  with  his  wmneat 
wishes,  as  he  felt  anxious  to  facilitate  erery 
movement  of  the  volunteers  at  so  impocusii 
crisis.  Governor  McMinn  pledged  hts  £iiUi  ^^ 
reputation,  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  TeoB<^ 
see,  to  those  who  went  with  me,  that  remuaeia- 
tion  should  be  made  for  their  aerviecs. 

1  am,  with  respect,  yours,  dbc. 

RICHARD  a  DUMAP. 

General  jACcaon. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  GALL^  ilttf-dr^Mif^ 
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Dtfeal  qfUie  Semimok  Indiof^  fc^ 


HBADa'Stfl  SoOTaiRM  OlTtSIOXf, 

Naih9iUe^  Jan.  11, 181d. 
Sir  :  I  have  inst  reeeired  ordeia  from  the  Pre* 
sadent  of  tbe  UolCed  States  to  repair  to  Fort 
Scott,  Gtorffia,  with  iDttractions  to  call  on  the 
GrOTernort  of  toe  seigkboriog  States  for  saeh  ad- 
litiooal  militia  force  as  may  he  deemed  oecessary 
to  co-operate  with  the  disposable  regalar  troops 
>f  the  tonthern  difiMon,  agaiast  the  Semiooles. 
I  hare  this  night  addressed  circulars  to  seyeral 
>f  those  brave  mcers  who  served  with  me  dur- 
ng  the  Creek  campaign,  under  a  hope  that  a 
inaely  address  to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizeoe 
prill  enable  me  to  effect,  by  TolunUry  enlist- 
nent,  what  would  otherwiie  have  to  be  done  by 
Iraiights. 

I  have  called  for  one  thousand  mounted  men; 
ind,  should  the  appeal  prove  inefficacious,  will 
unbrace  the  earliest  opportunitv  of  making  a  re- 
loisition  on  y.ou  for  a  like  numoer  of  draughted 
nilitia, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
iDd  am  happy  to  hear  of  tbe  ratification  of  the 
reaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 
Respectfully  yours,  dbc, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Aktfor  Oeneral  cowmanding* 
Governor  McMinjc. 
A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^'camp. 


[ClBCUUlB.] 

HxADu'aa,  Divisioic  or  tbi  South, 

NaahviUi,  January  1 1, 181S. 

Sir:  The  Seminole  lodiaas  have  mised  the 
irar  hatehet*  They  have  stained  our  land  with 
he  blood  of  our  ettisens}  their  war  spiiit  must 
fe  put  down,  and  they  taught  to  know  that  their 
afety  depeiMs  upon  the  friendship  and  protection 
»f  the  united  States.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
lid  of  one  regiment  of  mounted  gun-men,  of  one 
hoosand  strong,  completely  armed  and  equipped, 
md  to  serve  during  tne  campaij^o,  is  asked  from 
^est  Tennessee.  Can  you  raise  them,  and  be 
eady  for  the  field,  in  ten  days  ?  If  you  can,  your 
general,  who  led  you  to  victory  on  Ihe  plains  of 
Calledega,  Bmuckfau,  and  Tohopefca,  asks  you  to 
iccompanv  him  to  the  heart  of  the  Seminole 
owns,  and  there  aid  in  giving  peace  and  safety 
o  the  southern  frontier.  An  answer  is  exacted 
tk  fire  days,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  number 
squired  is  now  Kadr.  This  is  a  private  appeal 
o  the  patriotism  of  Weist  Tennessee,  and  is  not 
o  appear  in  a  newspaper.  If  the  regiment  is 
mised  and  mmrehed,  all  expenses  for  expresses 
ihall  be  paid.  By  the  return  of  the  express  yon 
ire  expected  to  give  your  opinion  of  the  proba- 
nlity  of  the  result,  that  preparations  may  be  made 
accordingly.  Colonel  R.  H.  I>yeir,  Colonel  QnJb- 
(OQ,  Colonel  Williamson,  Colonel  Qeorge  Elliott, 
lAajor  William  Mitchell,  Major  John  Smith,  of 
lIoQtgomery  ooaaiv.  Colonel  Martin,  of  William- 
ion,  and  Captain  F.  BUis.  of  Dixon  county,  have 
ilone  been  addressed  on  tnis  subject.  The  grade 
>f  the  officers  to  be  determined  by  themselvee  or 


the  platoon  officers  of  the  regiment*  The  offi* 
oers  raising  companies  to  command  .them.  Upon 
further  reflection,  it  is  requested  that  those  offi- 
cers named  above,  and  all  such  as  can  raise  a 
company,  will  meet  me  at  this  place  on  the  19th 
of  the  present  month.  Punctuality  in  this  is 
much  desired ;  aad  it  is  further  requested,  that 
all  those  officers,  who  have  served  in  the  late  war 
will  be  confidentially  notified  of  the  foregoing. 
I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mi^ar  Qemetal  comnumding. 

A  true  copy :      R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-dd-emmf. 


NABBvitxi,  January  19, 181& 

SiE :  In  my  last  I  informed  you  of  the  late 
order  received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  appeal  I  had  made  to  thejauiotiam 
of  West  Tennessee.  This  day  the  officers  who 
heretofore  commanded  the  volunteers  met  me, 
and  report,  that  two  regiments  of  mounted  gun* 
men  will  rendesvous,  on  the  diet  instant,  at  Fa^« 
ettesville,  prepared  and  equipped  for  a  tour  of  mx 
months.  Thus  yon  see,  that  my  best  hopes  ef 
Teniiliesee  are  realized.  Had  circumstances  per- 
mitted, and  time  allowed,  and  the  emergency  de* 
manded  an  appeal  to  the  whole  State,  1  have  no 
doubt  but  five  thousand  men  could  have  been 
raised.  .  There  appears  no  difficulty  but  the  want 
of  arms.  With  those  two  regiments,  aad  the 
regulars,  should  the  time  of  the  Qeorgia  Ccoops 
have  expired,  I  will  be  able  to  act  promptly,  andi 
I  hope,  with  effect. 

The  last  account  from  Fort  Scott,  on  the  19th 
ultimo,  left  the  regular  force  in  an  anpleaaaat 
situation.    I  set'om  on  the  2Sd,  in  the  morning* 
I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dbc. 

ANDRE  W  JACKSON. 

His  Excellency  Governor  MoMinn. 

True  copy :       R.  E.  CALL,  Aid-decamp. 


Act  qf  ihe  Legiglaiure  of  Tennesne.  [See  chap 

cxviii,  sec.  112.J 

Be  it  enacted.  That,  when  it  may  be  conceived 
that  the  public  good  emliiently  requires  it»  the 
Governor  is  hereby  anthorixed  to  call  out  sueh 
parts  of  the  cavalry  of  this  State  as  he  thinks 
proper;  and,  when  so  called  out,  theyahaU  be 
oonsidered,  niled,  and  r^ulaied,  as  mounied  gun- 
men, for  the  time  he  may  so  order  them. 
True  copy: 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^<amp. 


Extract  of  a  Idler  from  Oovemor  McMmn^  dated 

JuMB  30, 1818. 

Daan  Sia:  I  am  happj  to  hear  of  your  return, 
as  also  those  brave  men  who  volunteered  their 
services  with  you.  , 

I  have  never  heard  from  yon  since  you  left  the  ' 
Lookout  Mountain ;  but  hope,  from  what  I  have 
learned  from  otheri,  that  yon  have  silenced  the 
disturbers  of  our  peace.  I  am  predigiottsly  pleased 
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D^tat  ^  the  SemHwIe  indian»,  ^ 


to  bear  of  your  leariDg  the  posts  of  St.  Mark's, 
and  Pensaeola  in  possession  of  the  Americans 
oat  of  which  I  trust  in  God  they  will  never  be 
taken. 

JOS.  McMINN. 
General  Jaoksoh. 
Trae  copy :        R.  K.  CALL,  Aid^-camp. 


Bxtradi  of  ivoo  htUrt  fnm  the  Governor  of  Ten^ 
neesee  to  Mofor  Cftneral  Andrew  Jaeheon,  Jattd 

MuEFBEBSBOEOtroH,  April  6, 1819. 

Your  faTor  of  the  3d  instant  is  now  before  me, 
and  with  pleasure  1  make  the  following  reply : 

Your  letter,  dated  Nashville,  11th  January. 
1818,  reached  me  at  Knoxville,  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. 

YoQT  letters  of  the  11th  and  10th  Janoarj  both 
reached  me  by  due  course  of  mail  \  the  former 
advising  of  your  havins  received  instructions  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  neiffhboring  States  for  such  mil- 
itia force  as  you  might  deem  necessary,  toco-o|)er- 
ate  with  the  regular  troops  of  the  southern  division 
against  the  Seminole  Indians;  but  that  you  had 
made  an  ttpp^li  to  the  officers  who  had  served  with 
yon  in  the  Creek  campaign,  by  which  you  expected 
that  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  State  or  Tea* 
nessee  for  one  thousand  draughted  men  would  be 
superseded ;  which  expectation  must  have  been 
realiaed,  by  the  advice  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  19th  above  referred  to ;  in  which  you  state 
that  the  officers  have  given  you  assurances  that 
they  would  furnish  two  regiments  at  the  earliest 
notice.  Your  mode  of  raising  those  regiments 
met  my  entire  approbation ;  and  1  pve  it  my 
support  in  aiding  Captain  Dunlap  in  raising  a 
company  of  mounted  volunteers,  at  Ek>uthwest 
Point,  which  I  have  since  learned  joined  your 
army  at  Fort  Gadsden. 

True  extract :        R.  K.  CALL,  Aid  de-camp. 


DSPARTMENT  OP  War,  Feb.  5, 1819. 

SiE :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Governor  Bibb's  letter  to  yon  of  the  19th  of 
May  last  is  all  the  information  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  Department  relative  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  committee. 

I  will  thank  you  to  communicate,  as  early  as 
practicable,  whatever  information  you  may  pos- 
sess on  all  the  points  of  inquiry  contained  id  the 
letter  of  the  chairman,  and  not  comprehended  in 
the  letter  referred  to. 

I  have,  ^.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  Gen.  Andeew  Jackson, 

Waehingion  City, 
A  true  copy :     R.  K.  CALL,  Atd-de-eamp. 


Arthur  P.  Hayne.  inspector  general  of  the  south- 
em  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and 
late  commandant  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers, 
being  duly  sworn  ,testifie8 :  That,  in  the  month  ot 


January.  1818,  Major  General  Andrew  JaekMv,  of 
the  United  Stales'  Army,  addressed  cireniir  let- 
ters to  Colonels  Dyer,  Williamson,  Rllioiv  Mit- 
chell, Philips,  and  others ;  and  stated  to  ten 
that  the  southwestern  frontier  was  in  daiiffer,isA 
that  he  had  determined  to  make  mn  appeu  to  tW 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  West  Tennenee;  thtt 
It  was  his  wish  to  raise  two  regiments  for  tka& 
object.  And  deponent  further  testifies,  that,  m 
the  arrival  of  the  field  officers  at  Nashville,  tb^. 
the  said  field  officers,  settled  among  themacifa 
their  own  rank ;  and  the  deponent  farther  deelsm 
that  the  said  field  officers  were  not,  in  anyway 
or  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  meAsie/f 
or  immediately,  controlled,  governed,  m  isfin- 
enced  by  the  said  Major  General  A.  Maoe; 
and  the  deponent  further  testifies,  that  the  feld 
officers  determined,  at  their  first  meeting  at !lisk- 
ville,  that  individuals  who  first  snececded  it 
bringing  to  the  rendezvous  full  companies  ^ooU 
rank  as  captains,  and  command  their  own  mes; 
and  that  the  same  principle  should  goven  ifte 
election  of  subalterns.  And  the  deponent  fscthcr 
testifies,  that  he  never  received  nny  aQthsiity 
from  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  aor  vss 
he  concerned  himself,  any  way  or  manaer  whax- 
ever,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  medtaidf  or 
immediately,  in  any  of  the  appointmeati  of  the 
officers  of  the  Tennessee  bri^de,  with  the  exee^ 
tion  of  those  of  his  immediate  stafi^  a  priril^e 
allowed  to  all  commaadinff  officers^  either  is  nc- 
ular  or  militia  service.  The  deponent  fartba 
testifies,  that  the  muster-rolls  of  the  Tenoeacc 
brigade  were  forwarded  on  to  the  Adjniaat  sai 
Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  at  Washingtoa  Citf. 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1818,  fnmi  DiuoViss^ 
ing,  on  the  Tennessee  river  ;  that  the  sstd  nUi 
reached  Washington  in  safety,  and  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  mail. 

A.P.HA7NS. 
True  copy :       R.  K.  CALI^  AiUe^oam^. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  the  ondtisigaed. 
judge  of  the  first  judicial  district  of  the  Stale  ot 
Louisiana,  this  18th  of  June,  1819. 

JOSHUA  LEWIS. 

Certified :      R.  L  BASTER,  Aidrde^amp. 


Elm  Grove,  Aft^  21, 1819. 
Dbar  Gbnsral:  I  hare  just  returned  hone 
from  the  western  district,  and  have  recently  am 
the  report  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statei  iri- 
ative  to  the  Seminole  war,  wherein  I  fiod  jm 
charged,  by  a  committee  of  that  honorabie  Iwly, 
of  organizing  and  appointing  the  oflieers  » tike 
the  command  of  the  volunteers  from  thn  Stale 
engaged  in  that  war.  Certainly  that  coniaiace 
could  not  have  received  the  proper  inforoatua 
respecting  the  particular  subject;  and,  belierisf 
that  you,  sir,  have  a  wish  that  the  facts  shoeU 
be  stated  in  all  questions  wherein  yon  are  est- 
eemed, I  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  faibw^ 
ing  statement,  which  every  field  officer  beJtfgiag 
to  the  two  regiments,  1  have  no  donhty  wiU  recol- 
lect to  be  facts. 
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Id  the  month  of  January,  1818^  you  made  an 
ppeal  to  a  number  of  those  omcers  who  had 
ccompanied  you  in  the  Creek  war,  and  to  Mo- 
iJe,  Pensacola,  and  New  Orleans,  and  named  to 
lem  that  there  were  one  thousand  men  want- 
]g,  and  that  volunteer  mounted  men  would  be 
eceired ;  and  requested  that  those  officers  would 
leet  at  Nashville,  on  the  19ih  January,  1818; 
t  which  time  and  place  a  number  of  officers 
let.  After  assuring  you  that  the  men  could  be 
iised  with  ease,  it  was  proposed  by  myself,  and 
ome  other  officers  then  present,  for  you  to  name 
tie  officers  to  command  those  troops.  This  you 
efused,  and  said,  "Agree  among  yourselves  on 
our  officers,"  and  tnen  stated  to  the  officers 
resent  that  you  would  appoint  Colonel  A.  P. 
[ayne  to  lead  us  on  to  Fort  Scott,  and,  on  our 
rrival  at  that  point,  you  would  then  take  the 
ommand  yourself.  We  then  left  you,  and  with- 
rew  to  a  room,  where  it  was  agreed  that  1 
hould  take  the  command  of  (he  first  regiment, 
nd  Colonel  Thomas  Williamson  should  .take 
le  command  of  the  second  regiment,  and  that 
7e  should  officer  and  organize  them  in  the  same 
ray  that  the  volunteer  mounted  gun-men  were 
rganized  in  1814,  when  we  marched  to  Mobile, 
'ensacola,  and  New  Orleans ;  the  other  field- 
fficers  were  then  agreed  on,  and  our  names  re- 
orted  to  you,  in  writing,  who  would  command 
de  two  regiments.  Tou  then  named  to  the  offi* 
ers  the  law  regulating  the  Peace  Establishment, 
nd  how  the  regiments  were  officered  under  that 
tw.  It  w«s  then  named  to  you  by  myself,  to- 
ether  with  several  other  officers,  that,  by  ezpe- 
eace.  we  had  found  that  horsemen  required 
ore  officers  than  footmen,  on  account  of  horse- 
en  coTering  a  much  larger  space.  You  then 
id,  "  Organize  yourselves  in  a  way  that  you 
ay  think  proper;  it  will  rest  with  the  Govern* 
ent."  A  number  of  those  officers  you  made 
e  appeal  to  were  commissioned  by  James  Mad- 
>D,  £sq.,  then  President  of  the  United  States, 

1812;  and  a  part  of  them,  under  all  priva* 
»Ds,  stuck  to  the  service  with  you,  without  a 
urmur,  during  the  war  with  Qreat  Britain  and 
e  hostile  Creek  Indians. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  dbc. 

R.  H.  DYER, 
Lat6  Colonel  Ut  reg^t  T^n,  volunteers. 

The  facts  stated  in  the'aboTe  letter  are  known 
f  the  undersigned,  who  was  present  at  the  time 
iluded  to,  to  be  correct. 

THOMAS  WILLIAMSON, 
Laie  Colonel  2d  reg^t  Tenn.  Volunteere. 


MuRFfiSESBORonoH,  Sept.  23, 1819. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  this  date,  just 
>ceived,  I  have  to  reply  that  I  was  of  the  volun- 
!er  corps  raised  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  latter 
art  of  the  year  1812,  by  Colonel  John  Williams, 
ad  marched  into  Bast  Florida  in  the  same  year, 
r  in  January  in  the  year  1818,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
>ct.    I  was  an  officer  in  the  said  corps,  and  held 

commission  signed  by  Colonel  John  Williams. 


This  volunteer  corps  was  raised  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Colonel  Williams,  organized  by  him, 
and  the  officers  commissioned  by  him.  We 
marched  into  East  Florida,  and  had  an  engage- 
ment with  the  Indians  and  negroes.  This  cam- 
paign was  approved  by  the  Gkneral  Govern  ment^ 
and  the  officers  and  men  paid  for  their  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BUNCH. 

Major  General  Jackson. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-decamp. 


Major  General  Andrew  Jackson  : 

In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  this  day  pro- 
posed by  you  to  me,  I  declare  I  held  no  office  or 
appointment  whatever  under  Colonel  John  Wil- 
liams, or  any  other  person,  in  the  Florida  or 
Seminole  compaigo,  commonly  so  called^  set  on 
foot  and  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Williams, 
in  1812. 

I  was  one  of  the  privates  composing  that  ser- 
vice, and  my  services  were  wholly  voluntary.  I 
did  not  know  that  any  commissions  were  made 
out  in  form  for  the  officers ;  but  I  know  that  the 
officers  were  selected  or  named  by  Colonel  John 
Williams,  and  I  know  those  selected  by  him 
served  in  the  capacity  for  which  they  were  se- 
lected. I  know  it,  because  I  was  consulti^d  on 
that  occasion ;  the  selection  having  been  made, 
as  I  believe,  with  a  view^  in  part,' to  the  feelings 
and  interest  of  the  individuals  composing  the 
command.  We  had  an  engagement  with  In- 
dians, and  perhaps  negroes ;  bnt  I  do  not  know 
that  there  were  any  negroes  in  the  engagement. 
I  received  my  pay  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  I  believe  all  others  did.  X  know  of 
no  authority  given  by  the  General  Government 
to  raise  such  company,  nor  have  I  ever  under- 
stood that  there  was  any  ;  and  I  believe  the  same 
to  have  been  wholly  voluntary. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  22d  of  September, 
1819.  P.M.MILLER. 

A  true  copy : 

R.  K.  CALL,  Aid-de-camp. 


From  the  National  MeUigencer  of  March  8, 1810. 
[Communicated  for  publication.] 

STRICTURES  ON  MR.  LACOCK'8  REPORT 
ON  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  author  of  this  article  has  had  access  to 
documents,  the  perusal  of  which  convinced  him 
that  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  Seminole  War,  is  alike  unjustifia- 
ble in  temper,  argument,  and  statements.  Its 
temper  is  harsli  and  vindictive,  its  arguments  are 
childishly  weak,  and  its  statements  are,  in  many 
instances,  grossly  and  unaccountably  erroneous. 

The  report  has  been  read  with  astonishment 
and  regret;  regret  that  such  a  document  should 
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:go  before  the  world  unanswered  in  Senatorial  dis- 
cussion; and  astonishment,  as  well  at  the  insti- 
tution of  such  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
Oeneral  Jackson  as  at  the  anomalous  and  unfair 
manner  in  which  the  investigation  has  been 
conducted. 

But  independently  of  the  peculiar  hue  of  this 
-instrument,  it  is  also  objectionable — 1st.  Because 
it  is  designed  to  impute  the  cause  of  the  war  to 
«ur  own  officers  and  Executive,  laying  aside  all 

fTOTocatioD  and  aggressiop  on  the  part  of  the 
ndians;  2d.  Because  it  directly  implicates  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War ;  for,  although 
they  were  not,  in  the  first  instance,  guilty  of 
what  the  committee  calls  "a  gross  violation  of 
the  Constitution,"  jret  they  made  the  act  theirs 
by  adoption ;  and,  if  this  implied  accusation  is 
jdst,  those  officers  ought  to  be  impeached;  and, 
3d.  Because  the  Senate  should  not  prejudge  a 
ease  which  they  may  be  required  to  eiamine 
judicially;  and  on  which  this  anticipation  of 
censure  would  disqualify  them  to  act 

This  subject  was,  on  the  18th  November,  re- 
ferred, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  two 
committees,  the  military  and  foreign ;  and,  one 
month  after,  on  the  18th  December,  Mr.  Lacock 
moved,  in  the  Senate,  for  a  committee  on  the 
same  subject.  He  appears  to  have  been  the 
moving  principle  throughout  the  whole  investi- 
gation in  the  Senate.  To  his  exertions  are  the 
gublic  indebted  for  the  commencement  of  the 
nsiness,  its  peculiar  character  of  virulence^  and 
the  singular  document  by  which  it  is  termi- 
nated.* 

The  Seminole  war  was  discussed  in  the  lower 
Rouse  for  more  than  three  weeks,  and  yet  not  a 
single  member  suggested  the  slightest  censure 
either  on  General  Jackson,  for  the  emplovment 
Off  volunteers,  or  on  General  Gaines,  for  tne  un- 
authorized call  on  the  Creek  nation.  It  was  re- 
aertred  for  Mr.  Llicock  to  make  the  discovery  of 
a  violation  of  the  Constitutioti  in  these  acts ;  and 
the  honesty  of  hik  views,  in  advancing  such  a 
charge.  i&  to  be  found  in  the  time  at  which  he 
made  his  report— when  the  Senate  had  but  six 
days  to  sit,  ftnd  it  could  not  be  discussed ;  and  in 
declining  to  annex  the  customary  resolution,  so 
as  to  admit  of  discussion  and  afford  the  friends 
of  General  Jackson  an  oj>portunity  for  defence. 
In  flne^  it  was  obviouslv  intended  to  counteract 
the  effects  apprehended  from  the  vote  of  the 
House  and  the  force  of  public  bpinion ;  and  was, 
incontestably,  designed  to  inflict  a  wanton  blow 
on  the  feelidgs  and  character  of  General  Jack- 
son,  under  thfc  impoaing  aitttiidtk  of  a  regard  for 
public  duty. 

It  is  needless  to  consume  time  in  an  exposition 
of  reasons  for  thinking  such  a  trial  of  any  man's 
tiiotives  and  conduct  unfair  and  unconstitutional. 
If  IS  ^nough  to  remark,  that  justice  consists,  not 
merely  in  awarding  punishment  for  crime,  but 
in  giving  to  individuals  accused  of  misconduct 

•Mr.  Lacock'i  son  was  contractor's  agent,  and 
^ed  in  supplying  Ton  Scott  It  has  been  intimated 
tnat  the  lather  was  interested  in  the  contract 


a  full  and  impartial  hearing,  and  id  opportsr/rf 
of  advancing  all  accessible  testimooy  k  t^e 
elucidation  of  their  acts  and  the  nprigbtoesttd 
innocency  of  their  intentions.  Thisjonietbu 
been  denied  to  General  Jackson.  Hispoblien 
and  private  character  have  both  been  made  tk 
subjects  of  systematic  investigation ;  tod;  vi^ 
out  a  hearing,  he  has  been  pronoanced  goilirfi 
the  awful  crime  of  striking  at  the  liberties  oAb 
country,  by  an  infraction  of  its  Coostitoiioi,; 
and  has  received,  in  a  sentence  of  ceDsare.tk 
cruellest  punishment  that  can  pierce  the  boa 
of  a  soldier. 

And  what  is  the  motive  to  which  all tk Gen- 
eral's acts  in  Florida  have  been  attribodt  Hit 
operations,  my  the  committee,  were  ecukied 
"on  reasons  of  his  own,  unconnected viifc Iris 
military  functions" — and  these  '-reasons' in 
mercenary  views  and  speculations,  wbichtiKK- 
cupancy  of  the  Spanish  territorrvoQldfieilistK 
and  mature  I  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  GeoenlM- 
son  will  never  degrade  himself  bjraosveffsgt 
charge  as  fonl  as  it  is  ridicoloos—tchuie  to- 
tally unsupported  by  any  of  the  docamefl^aa 
abundantly  refuted  both  bv  them  aBd^aK 
character.  No  man  in  public  life,  whonttMs 
steady  and  erect  along  the  path  of  doty, en  »u 
to  awaken  enmity  among  those  wbott»|te 
reputation,  without  ability  to  cmdatchisTiniift 
Bnr,  surely,  the  deadliest  foic  of  General  J«mi 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  credit  socbacbif?e» 
this.  I  dare  ventnre  to  assert,  that  not  a  sib(8 
member  of  the  select  committee,  nalifWBi » 
appears  to  be  the  hostiUty  of  some  of  then  »»« 
General,  believes  that  he  led  anartnyiotheSfJ^ 
and^jeopardized  the  lives  of  valaablecrtfl»V« 
order  to  speculate  with  security  in  Spaw'' '";' 
or  that  he  risked  the  rain  both  of  beaItfci«J^' 
talioti,  and  prostrated  the  Constitmio«,»^"r 
the  paltry  advantage  of  baying  a/'^'^^-. 
Florida.  We  read  of  men  whose  ^^^^Jj 
litical  ambition  prompted  to  the  co«*?^" " 
awful  crimes  towards  their  coontrf  j  "t w" 
strous  act  of  overturning  a  free  cobs»w«»  . 
making  un^uthorired  war,  with  the  despjj 
view  of  trifling  pecuniary  c™^'""*"^ 'ilj  If 
may  it  long  be,  unheard  of  and  0"'«7^",u 
that  committee  do  not  believe  twcflar  ' 
have  advanced,  what  can  be  thfeir  ▼>«*\7"  t^i 
will  they  explain  their  motives  to  ^^^^^rU^ 
It  would  be  both  indecorous  and  aaelessW'^^, 
in  the  language  of  resentment  and  recno  ^ 
but  it  would  be  injustice  to  tiK  ^^^}^ L^ 
hold  the  expression  of  a  deep  c<>OT'«"°fji -^  ^ 
most  mljoet  and  illegal  ifi*l  ^f^Z^)fi^ 
honest  motives— from  feelings  of  .P^JT^of  a 
tility  in  one  of  the  members,  and,  \\^^  ^^^ 
disposition  to  gratify  a  junta.  It »«  ^\,q'^  ' 
that  two  members  of  the  committee ^|  ^^^  ^. 


to  the  report.  One  of  those,  jrho  ^^^^  ^ 
sonally  acquainted  with  ^^/^^^e  0^ 
sat  in  the  convention  which  "J^^l  thepf^^'' 
tution,  was  too  well  acquainted  ^'^^  pjisiiB! 
pies  of  that  sacred  instrument,  /o  J  „^j  mi 
proceeding  calculated  to  doit nfwjJjJ^jjer 


proceeaing  caicniaiea  to  ""*V    TteboflW' 
the  other  had  too  long  knowa  Gen* '•^*^ 
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tertain  any  doabt  of  his  purity.  When  the  course 
of  these  ^eotlemeo  is  cootrasted  with  that  of  the 
majority  m  the  committee,  the  people  will  have 
no  difficnliy  fa  coDceiviog  the  impufe  motives 
by  which  that  majority  were  governed. 

The  principles  which  guided  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  in  the  movements  of  the  Seminole  cam- 
paign, have  been  so  ablv  developed  and  supported 
ij  men  of  integrity  and  talents,  that  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  now  to  review  them.  The  orders 
which  governed  him  are  before  the  world.  The 
selection  and  use  of  the  means  for  their  complete 
execution  are  well  known.  If  he  left  anything 
undone  which  was  necessary  ^  to  sive  peace  and 
securitv  to  the  Southern  frontier  r  or  \t  he  unne- 
cessarily superadded  to  the  sufficient  means  of 
ejecting  this  object  any  act  injurious  to  the 
country  and  destructive  of  the  Constitution,  the 
grounds  for  a  fair  judgment  are  with  the  nation, 
and  its  award,  either  of  blame  or  approbation, 
"Will  doubtless  be  just.  This  article  shall  be  eon- 
fined  to  the^  elucidation  of  some  obscurities,  and 
the  correction  of  several  misstatements  of  facts 
in  the  narrative  of  the  report.  The  argumenta- 
tive part  shall  only  be  touched  incidentally. 

It  is  stated  in  the  first  pace  of  the  report  "  that,  in 
the  Spring  or  Summer  of  1817,  the  regular  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  the  posts  on  the  Georgia 
frontier,  and  concentrated  at  Fort  Montgomery, 
on  the  Alabama  river,  a  considerable  distance 
west  of  the  Georgia  line.'^  This  is  calculated  to 
create  an  impression  that  General  Jadkson  issued 
'he  order  for  evacuating  the  posts  south  of  Geor- 
gia, and  thereby  jeopardized  that  frontier,  by 
opening  the  way  for  savage  incursions.  But,  in 
>he  commission  of  this  military  error  he  was  no 
Bvay  instrumental.  The  order  for  the  movement 
)f  the  tro6ps  to  the  Alabama  was  issued  from  the 
fVsLT  Department,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  contrary  to 
he  Generars  opinion,  who  considered  the  move- 
neat  both  dangerous  and  impolitic. 

la  page  2  it  is  sUted  that  General  Gaines  or- 
(ered  Major  Twigfs  **  to  surround  and  take  an  In- 
ian  village,  calledf  Fowl  Town,  about  fourteep 
1  ties  from  Fort  Scott,  and  near  the  Florida  line.'' 
^he  order  to  Major  Twiggs  was,  to  brine  to  Fort 
Icott  the  chief  of  Fowl  Town,  who  had  repeat- 
dly  been  called  to  an  interview,  and  as  often 
ontumaciously  refused  to  appear.  The  object 
f  General  Gaines  was  to  have  a  definitive  un- 
[erstanding  with  the  Chief,  respecting  his  hos- 
ile  or  friendly  intentions ;  and  the  importance 
)f  sUch  an  understanding  induced  the  General  to 
)rder  his  forcible  capture,  if  gentle  means  proved 
nefficient. 

In  the  same  page  is  this  remarkable  paragraph: 
*  On  the  receipt  of  this  otder,"  (the  order  under 
vhich  General  Jackson  proceeded  on  the  Semi- 
\ole  camptflgd,)  ''Geiieral  Jiickson,  instead  of 
observing  the  orders  of  the  Department  of  War, 
)y  calling  on  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  then  in 
yaehvUU,  near  the  place  of  hie  residence^  chosa 
o  appeal  (to  use  his  own  expressions)  to  the  pa- 
iriotism  of  the  West  Tennesseans,  who  had  serv- 
ed under  him  in  the  last  war.  One  thousand 
nounted  gunmen  and  two  companies  of  what 


were  called  Ufe^guarde,  with  the  utmost  alacrity 
volunteered  their  services,  from  the  States  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky,  and  repaired  to  his  stand* 
ard.  Officers  were  appointed  to  command  this 
corps  by  the  General  himself,  or  other  persona 
acting  under  his  authority.  Tnus  organized,  they 
were  mustered  into  the  service  or  the  United 
States.^ 

At  the  time  this  order  was  received,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  was  either  in  Knozville  or 
the  Cherokee  nation;  and  to  have  waited  the 
result  of  the  usual  process  of  draughting  would 
hare  produced  the  two  evils,  of  much  loss  of  val- 
uable time  and  the  raising  of  a  force  reluctant 
in  disposition  and  inefficient  In  character  and 
equipment.  General  Jackson  immediately  dea- 
patcned  a  letter  to  Governor  McMinn,  apprizing 
him  of  the  call  for  volunteers,  and  informing  hin 
that  in  case  the  call  sboold  not  be  prompt^  and 
effectually  answered,  he  should  require  or  him 
one  thousand  draughted  militia.*  The  Gkivernor 
warmly  approved  the  step  the  General  had  taken, 
and  added  to  his  force  one  company  of  mounted 
volunteers,  who  joined  the  army  at  Fort  Gads- 
den. General  Jackson's  letter  of  the  12th  Janoa* 
rv,  apprized  the  Department  of  the  measure,  and 
the  Secretary  approved  and  sanctioned  \x.\ 

Corps  of  the  same  character  with  lh€  Tennes* 
see  volunteers  were  raised  in  other  parts  of  th« 
country,  and  under  different  officers,  daring  the 
late  war  With  Great  Britain.  In  the  Northwest- 
ern campaign,  General  Harrison  was  joined  by  a 
body  of  volunteers,  led  by  Cdonel  Jonttson ;  ani 
Governor  Shelby  authorized  the  General  to  form 
them  into  corps,  and  appoint  sneh  officers  as  the 
men  might  elect.  Another  body  of  men,  from 
Ohio^  joined  the  army  on  the  march  of  General 
Harrison  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Wayne,  witboat 
any  aotbority:  and  uncommissioned  by  the  6tafe 
Executive.  These  organized  themselves  and  ap* 
pointed  their  officers.  Their  services  wens  ae- 
cepted  for  ten  days,  and  they  received  pay  fotr 
that  period. 

It  is  well  known  that  exactly  the  same  kind  of 
trodpa  followed  General  Jackson  into  the  Greek 
nation,  and  achieved  the  victories  of  Taledega, 
EmucKfihw,and  the  Horse-Shoe.  The  same  tnea 
who  penetrated  the  swamps  of  Florida,  eevered 
Mobile  from  British  visitation;  and  the  aatne 
troops,  officers,  and  men,  %  defeated  Wellingcon's 
veterans  on  tha  ahofe  of  the  Mlaaisaippi,  and  saved 
New  Orleans  from  incendiary  pollution.  Did 
Congress,  then,  adjudge  the  act  of  raising  them 
«  uncoastitQtional,"  or  did  they  approve  the  mea-' 

*  See  Doc  B.       t  See  Does.  C.  D.  L.  K.  I. 

jilt  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  regimentSy 
similarly  officered,  and  nearly  the  same  men  who  were 
at  New  Orleans,  were  in  tha  Seminole  campaign. 
They  assembled  in  1814,  at  tha  call  lor  voluntaera, 
chose  their  officers,  and  chaarAillj  obeyed  tham,  al- 
though none  ware  commissioned.  They  loflowed  the 
same  coarse  exsctiv  in  1817-18,  and,  in  both  caees, 
victoiy  Ibilowed  their  mardi* 

Tlie  iuttster  r^  of  the  volnnteers,  hi  1914  and  !9i9| 
now  on  file  in  the  War  Office,  mMMtibie  liut. 
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tore  and  make  appropriation  for  paying  them  ? 
I  will  not  aav  that  the  sanctioning  an  act  by  one 
Congress  obliges  eTery  sacceeding  Congress  to 
approve  all  similar  proceedings.  But,  where  a 
measare  of  important  necessity  is  adopted  on  per- 
sonal responsioility,  and  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernment or  the  nation,  it  must  be  some  motive, 
different  from  a  regard  for  principle,  that  could 
prompt  a  committee  of  Congress,  at  another  pe- 
riod, to  censure  a  similar  measure,  urged  by  sim- 
ilar necessity,  and  productive  of  similar  benefit. 

It  is  thought  unnecessary  to  enter  minutely 
into  an  inquiry  on  the  powers  of  either  the  War 
Department  or  a  Major  General  Commanding, 
to  raise,  on  emergency,  a  body  of  mounted  vol- 
unteers. We  shall  leave  this  discussion  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  cavilling  at  forms,  and  raising 
technical  objections  to  the  most  important  and 
neceiisary  measures.  SulEfice  it  to  say,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  to  choose  between  two  modes  of 
raising  the  requisite  force :  the  one  productive  of 
pernicious  defay,^  and  calculated  to  insure  ulti- 
mate defeat ;  the  other,  more  simple,  less  expen- 
sive, and  creative  of  an  army,  fraught  with  ar- 
dent enterprise,  and  willing  to  endure  every  pri* 
vation  in  giving  safety  to  their  brethren  of  the 
South.  To  select  was  not  difficult.  It  was  a 
choice  between  defeat  and  victory ;  the  full  per- 
formance of  an  urgent  duty,  or  the  disgrace  of 
the  General  and  the  destruction  of  his  army. 

The  committee  are  grossly  erroneous  in  assert- 
ing that  General  Jackson  appointed  the  officers 
of  the  volunteer  corps.t  He  did  not  appoint  one 
of  them.    It  is  true  that  he  appealed  to  the  offi- 

'eers  who  had  gallantly  fought  with  him  in  the 
wilderness  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the  plains 
of  New  Orleans,  and  again  roused  them  to  the 
defence  of  their  frontiers.}  But  their  appoint- 
ments to  command  were  in  all  cases  made  by 

« the  choice  of  the  men  they  brought  into  the  field ; 
and  many  of  the  officers,  high  in  rank,  accepted 
subordinate  commissions.  Colonel  Hayne  was 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  volunteers,  to 
orffanize,  muster,  and  march  them  to  the  frontier. 
It  may  be  well  to  remark,  before  quitting  this 
subject,  that  the  field  officers  of  the  Georgia  troops 
were  appointed  by  choice  of  the  men,  after  the 
concentration  of  the  militia  on  the  west  bank  of 
Oakmuigee,  and  beyond  the  civil  jurisdiction  of 
Georgia. 

In  page  5,  the  committee  remark  that  the  whole 
strength  of  the  Seminoles,  when  combined,  did 
not  exceed  one  thousand  men,  opposed  to  whom, 
under  General  Gaines,  were  '*  1800  regulars  and 
militia,  besides  1500  Indians,  illegally  subsidized 
by  the  last  mentioned  General.  What,  then,  in 
this  state  of  the  case,  becomes  of  the  plea  of  ne- 
cessity ?'*  I  will  ask,  if  the  committee  did  not 
know,  that  correct  information  of  the  numbers 
and  positions  of  the  Indians  was  only  obtained 

•  Beo  Boc.  A.        i&ee  Doe.  M. 

{The  importance  of  rapid  movement,  at  that  time, 
is  best  proved  by  a  reference  to  Doc  F.  containing  an 
extract  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Arbockle,  then  at  Fert 
Scott ,  in  an  oxtremelj  diffioult  sitoation. 


after  the  termination  of  the  eampaigii  1    Geaeral 
Gaines  was  led  to  believe,  from  his  iaqnines  on 
this  subject,  that  the  number  of  the  Seiaiaales 
exceeded  2,800  warriors.     Would  it  have  bmi 
prudent  to  march  half  this  number  of  men  to  \fts 
frontier,  had  the  General  even  beliered  the  nai&- 
bers  of  the  enemy  to  be   exaggerated?    Tk 
strength  of  the  Seminoles  might  easily  have  bce% 
augmented  by  auxiliary  baada   from  the  mere 
easterly  parts  of  Florida,  and  it  became  Gkneral 
Jackson's  duty,  under  this  consideration,  to  hist 
such  a  force  as  would  insure  success  io  ererj 
emergency.    Can  it  be  wrong  to  act  agaios:  aa 
enemy,  with  a  larger  force  thaa  his  own;  or  is  it 
impolitic  and  \inmilitary  to  use  that  superiority 
which  will  insure  success?     Such  a  priaciple 
may  govern  those  who  lead  men  to  battle  tdgnt- 
ify  ambition,  and  weave  barren  laurels  for  i&eiT 
brows.    But  such  battles  General  Jackson  dctu 
has  fough  t,  and  never  will  fight.     He  has  too  dctr 
a  regard  for  the  character  of  his  country  aod  tae 
lives  of  her  citizens,  to  endanger  either  in  o^ess 
contests;  and  far  may  it  ever   be  from  him, to 
draw  either  on  the  purse  or  the  blood  of  the  Re- 
public, to  purchase  the  wreath   of  unprofiuble 
glory. 

It  is  said  that  the  Indiana  were  illegally  sohn- 
dized  by  General  Gaines.  General  Mitchell's 
letter  or  the  14th  December,  1817,  to  the  Secre> 
tary  of  War,  apprizes  the  I>epartment  that  the 
friendl|^  Indians  snould  be  employed;  and  Geae- 
ral Gaines,  in  a  letter  of  the  2d  December,  also 
informs  the  Secretary  of  the  coutemplated  em- 
ployment of  Indians ;  which  commanieacion  wu 
received  at  Washington,  on  the  26ch  December. 
If,  then,  the  Executive  were  early  apprized^ 
General  Gaines's  intention,  the  Secretary,  byaot 
disapproving  the  measure  adopted  it;  and  the 
committee  knowing  this  fact,  in  attnbotuiif  im- 
proper and  illegal  views  to  General  Jaclsoii,  only 
afford  an  additional  display  of  splenetic  hostiUty 
to  the  army,  and  the  most  wanton  and  studied 
disregard  of  truth. 

The  committee  accuse  the  Qeneral  of  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  inasmuch  as  he  disregarded  the' 
injunction  to  General  Gaines  to  abstain  from  ai- 
tacking Spanishgarrisons,  without  special  instruc- 
tions from  the  Department. 

It  is  a  clear  principle  that  no  order  given  to 
one  officer  can  be  made  part  of  an  order  subse- 
quently given  to  another  officer,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  same  duty,  without  a  special  reference 
to  the  first,  and  an  express  direction  to  be  governed 
by  it.    Jackson's  orders  were  general:  he  wai 
told  to  terminate  the  conflict,  and  give  tranqoiliiiy 
to  the  frontier  j  and,  in  these  orders,  no  iostrac- 
tions  can  be  found  for  his  government  bj  the 
orders  previously  given  to  Qeneral  Ghiioes.  Ia 
selecting  the  meant  of  accomplishing  the  objecu 
of  the  cam^ign,  the  commanding  General's  pow- 
ers were  discretionary,  and  for  his  jndgment,  ia 
using  those  powers,  was  he  alone  responsib^ 
The  only  mode  in  which  he  could  have  disobefed 
the  order,  was  either  to  have  remained  inactive 
at  Nashville,  or  to  have  adopted  such  metsoies 
as  would  have  been  more  pernicious  than  inac- 
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irlty.    Id  either  ease,  his  coDduct  would  hare 
wen  jastlf  reprehensible. 

But  admit  the  orders  of  General  Qaines  to  be 
obligatory  on  General  Jackson— the  case  contem- 
ilated  by  these  orders  never  occurred.  The  In* 
lians  were  not  found  under  the  guns  of  the  Span- 
sh  fort,  bat  were  sheltered  within  it.  It  was 
heir  depot,  from  whence  thev  drew  their  public 
tores,  both  of  ammunition  and  provision.  Span- 
$h  officers  escorted  parties  of  Indians  to  place 
hem  in  secc^rity  from  our  attacks.  The  war  was 
planned  in  St.  Mark's.  The  Indian  power  of  at* 
orney  was  executed  there,  and  countersigned  by 
i*.  C.  Laengo,  the  commandant;  and  the  coun- 
ils  for  the  arrangement  of  every  warlike  move* 
dent  were  held  in  the  quarters  of  that  officer. 

If  these  facts  had  been  known  at  the  War  Of- 
ice,  it  is  not  be  be  doubted,  that  an  order  would 
ave  been  issued  for  the  seizure  of  St.  Mark's. 
Por  when  they,  and  the  acts  of  the  General  in- 
uced  by  them,  were  known,  the  President  ap- 
proved of  the  measure.  It  had  not  been  conceived 
bat  the  Spanish  officers  had  made  themselves 
larties  in  the  war ;  and  no  previous  order  could- 
lave  been  expected  to  meet  a  case  which  was 
lot  supposed  to  exist. 

In  page  6,  the  committee  remark,  that  '^  here 
Iso  at  (St.  Mark's)  were  taken  two  Indian  chiefs. 
ne  of  whom  pretended  to  possess  the  spirit  or 
irophecy  j  they  were  hung  without  trial,  and  with 
ittle  ceremony."  The  committee  have  forborne 
0  state,  that  Francis  the  Prophet  had  long  been 
ne  of  our  direst  and  most  dangerous  foes— that 
le  had  a  Brigadier's  commission  from  Great 
Britain — and  that  he  successfully  employed  hia 
uperstitious  innuenoe  and  the  promues  of  his 
rana-atlantic  friends  to  instigate  his  deluded 
irethren  to  deeds  of  rapine  and  massacre.  They 
eem  also  to  have  forgotten  that  Homathlimico. 
he  other  chief,  had  headed  the  party  who  in  cold 
ilood  murdered  Scott  and  his  unhappj  com* 
ianion»-*struck  the  reeking  tomahawk  into  the 
losoma  of  defenceless  women^  and  *^  dashed  out 
be  brains  of  their  Infants  against  the  boat." 

Was  it  mere  "technical  retaliation"  under 
rhich  these  monsters  were  executed,  or,  was  their 
[eath  an  awful  but  just  punishment  for  their  nn* 
lallowed  crimes  ?  It  b  wrong  to  speak  of  the 
lolicy  of  executions ;  and  I  trust  that  mere  policy 
hall  never  be  urged  as  an  excuse  for  depriving  a 
ellow-beinff  of  exbtence ;  but  criminals  are  exe- 
iUted  both  for  example  and  punishment,  and  the 
iwful  example  made  of  Francis  and  Homathli- 
aico  had  a  wide*spread  influence.  Two  Indians 
lad  been  taken  with  them  and  released ;  and,  in 
L  few  days,  the  whole  Ochesee  tribe  surrendered 
it  discretion.  They  were  treated  humanely,  fur* 
lished  with  transportation  and  provision,  and 
lant  into  the  Creek  nation. 

An  effort  is  made  by  the  committee  to  show, 
hat,  at  the  time  General  Jackson  believed  the 
nrar  to  be  ended,  he  had  resolved  on  occupying 
Penaacola.  To  establish  this  charge,  they  more 
;haD  once  refer  to  extracts  from  his  letters, 
wherein  he  states  that  the  Seminoles  are  disnersea 
and  their  means  of  annoyance  destroyed.    It  will 


be  recoUeeted,  that  these  letters  were  written  after 
the  end  of  thatpart  of  the  campaign  which  was 
conducted  in  East  Florida,  and  had  a  necessary 
reference  to  the  Gkneral's  success  in  securing 
that  portion  of  our  frontier  immediately  open  to 
the  incursions  of  the  Eastern  Seminoles.  At  the 
time  the  despatches  were  written,  the  numbers 
of  hostile  Indians  in  West  Florida  were  unknown ; 
and,  without  attributing  to  General  Jackson  the 
powers  of  prophecy  andmagic,  it  was  impossible, 
m  stating  **  the  Seminole  war  was  ended,"  that 
he  meant  to  extend  the  remark  to  all  future  ag* 
gressions,  both  on  the  eastern  and  western  ex- 
tremities of  our  Southern  border.  The  Seminoles 
in  East  Florida  were  dispersed,  not  exterminated ; 
their  towns  were  burnt  and  their  cattle  taken 
from  them ;  of  course,  when  scattered  and  in  a 
state  of  starvation,  the  commanding  General  safely 
said  the  war  with  them  was  at  an  end.  But 
the  means  of  subsistence  they  might  soon  again 

Srocure  from  labor  and  the  sympathy  of  tneir 
tpanish  friends  east  of  Sahwannee— and,  these 
obtained,  they  still  possessed  the  power  of  concen- 
tration and  incursion ;  although  it  was  confidently 
trusted  that  the  awful  lesson  which  they  received 
would  have  a  permanent  salutary  influence. 

In  West  Florida,  the  same  outrages  bad  for 
some  time  been  committed,  almost  daily,  on  the 
frontier  of  Alabama ;  and  the  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Bibb  of  the  10th  May,  which  was  received 
on  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  the  Escambia, 
plainly  showed  that  the  territorial  border  callea 
as  loudly  for  defence  and  security  as  the  frontier 
of  Gkorgia. 

Blast  and  West  Florida  were  similarly  situated; 
both  were  inhabited  by  Indians  hostile  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  both  had  British  insti^tion  cher- 
ished and  matured  this  spirit  of  hostilttv,  and  in 
each,  had  the  savages  a  oepot,  whence  they  drew 
their  warlike  munition,  and  on  which  they  could 
retire  in  case  of  defeat.  Of  all  these  facta,  the 
General  had  the  fullest  proofs;  and  with  these 
proofs  before  him.  he  had  to  choose  between  re-* 
tiring  from  Florida  into  Tennessee,  content  with 
doing  half  his  duty  by  securing  half  the  frontier, 
or  executing  his  orders  entire,  by  pursuiuff  the 
same  course  to  tranquillize  the  West,  which  he 
had  successfully  adopted  in  the  East. 

I  mean  not  now  to  enter  upon  a  defence  of  the 
occupancy  of  Pensacola.  General  Jackson  be- 
lieved it  necessary,  and  therefore  he  did  it.  If  it 
saved  the  life  of  a  siDffMTroQtier  settler,  it  was 
right ;  and  it  can  only  be  proved  wrong  by  show* 
ing,  that  there  was  not  a  single  body  of  Indians 
in  West  Florida  at  the  time  Pensacola  was  occu- 
pied. The  savages  west  of  Pensacola  Bay  were 
scattered  in  the  swampa,  obtaining,  after  their 
dispersion  by  the  movements  of  Major  Y'oung's 
and  General  Jackson's  advance  into  the  country, 
a  miserable  subsistence  by  hunting  and  depreda* 
ting  on  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants.  Had  these 
Indians,  irritated  by  defeat,  been  granted  accesa 
to  their  old  depot,  they  would,  in  parties  of  ten 
and  twenty,  have  committed  more  murders  on 
our  open  borders  than  could  ever  have  sat  easy 
on  General  Jackson's  conscience,  had  any  act 
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or  Mgteel  of  hit  faeiltiateil  ihm  isoBHiiissioo. 
Conimoa  sense  as  well  as  oatloaal  law  prohib- 
its any  TiektioQ  of  neutrality  (O  prereot  an  e?ii 
remoteijr  prospective.  Bat,  where  the  expeeted 
daa^r  is  both  of  vital  character  and  eertaiii  oc- 
corrence,- to  neftlect  any  meaoB  of  preventing  it 
is  not  oniv  fel^ely  generous  but  grossly  crimiDai. 
Iddividaais  may  make  such  sacrifices,  when  mere 
personal  danger  or  inconvenience  is  apprehendedj 
bat  to  avert  so  dreadful  an  evil  as  the  murderous 
incursion  of  a  savage  foe,  all  aceesaible  means  of 
security  and  prevention  are  imperiously  called 
for.  Men,  who  know  the  Indian  character,  are 
well  aware  of  the  folly  of  defensive  operations  to 
restrain  their  massacres  and  predatory  expeditions. 
If  the  whole  army  had  been  extended  in  a  cordon, 
along  the  Southern  frontier,  they  would  have 
been  iauffhed  at  by  the  Indians.  Relieved  from 
all  apprenenidon  of  attack,  and  the  privation  of 
their  Spanish  depots,  they  would  have  leisurely 
concentrated  their  forces,  and  broken  the  cordon 
at  almost  any  point  It  was  theft  necessary  to 
attack  them,  and.  as  in  West  Florida  they  never 
were  imbodied  tne  General  had  either  to  march 
his  whole  army  in  pursuit  of  each  little  squad  of 
warriors,  and  exterminate  them  it)  detail,  or  to 
adopt  bueh  measures  as  would  relieve  his  army 
from  useless  toil  and  bloodshed,  and  his  country 
from  unnecessary  expense.  This  measure  was 
the  provisional  occupation  of  Florida.  It  was  an 
act  of  neoesstty;  the  necessity  we  were  under, 
in  all  cases,  to  protect  the  lives  and  liberties  of 
ouv  citizen*.  If  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island 
is  justifiable,  the  seizure  of  Pensacola  is  still  more 
so ;  for  the  lives  of  out  citizens  are  of  iafinately 
greater  importance  than  the  plunder  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  security  of  a  frontier  from  ladian 
invasion,  of  much  greater  interest  than  the 
preventioa  of  emuggtiug* 

Todesifify  the  scattered  parties  in  Vfeec  Flor- 
ida, Captain  Boylee,  with  two  companies  of  ran- 
gers, was  ordered  to  scour  the  country,  aud  his 
gallantry  and  success  are  well  known. 

to  page  seven  of  the  report  there  is  a  sentence 
calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  terms  of 
capitulatioA  were  forcibly  imposed  upoa  the  Gov- 
ernor and  garrison  of  Pensacola.  Theee  terms 
were  proposed  by  the  Governer  himself,  before 
surrendering  the  Baraacas;  aud  were  fully  ac- 
ceded to,  ekcept  in  such  p!oints  as  affected  the 
security  of  the  occupancy,  aud  the  objects  of  the 
campiiigtt.  W» 

It  waauauecessary  toremarkthat  GenemlJaek" 
son  a4x>li8hed  the  revenue  laws  of  Spain,  (p.  6.) 
Tlie  eapituhition  engaged  for  the  transportation 
of  aH  the  oftcers  of  Government,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, to  Havaaa.  What  then  became  «f  their 
reveaue  laws?  The  Govevnor  virtually  abol- 
iafied  them  himself. 

tt  is  nor  a  fact  that  all  the  officers  of  the  new 
Goterntnent  were  military  men.  The  temporary 
Governor,  Cc^nel  King,  is  an  officer  of  the  Armys 
but  civil  officers  were  appointed  in  the  different 
departments  from  among  citizene ;  and  Mr.  Mo- 
Keucie.  a  native  of  Mobile,  was  placed  at  the 
head  oi  the  magistracy.    The  civil  rights  of  the  I 


inhabitants  were  secured  to  tkeia,  aad  m  some 
instances  particular  privitegec  of  indiriduibwefe 
held  sacred,  which  were  totally  repogaant  is  the 
nature  of  our  political  institntimis. 

In  the  ninth  page  of  the  report,  there  is  t  n> 
mark,  that,  before  Gkneral  Jaekaon  eouM  make  t 
hostile  movement  on  the  Bpaniah  possesstoK 
they  must  have  ^opposed  him  by  physri^  b^ 
by  moral  force."  It  is  not  easy  to  underpaid 
this  distinction  ;  but  I  presume  the  cofamittie 
mean  by  moral  firce,  the  use  at  pevsaasioa  ai4 
instigation  among  the  Indians,  and  furaishiflg 
them  with  arms  and  ammunition.  If  tbe  ase  of 
such  a  mojxU  farce  is  not  to  be  app— if  aad 
avenged  without  an  infraction  of  natval  Uw 
and  the  Constitution,  in  what  a  situation  sir  we 
placed !  The  adoption  of  such  a  prineiph  f«r- 
ever  puts  a  stop  to  frontier  emigration,  aad  ihe 
proud  spread  of  our  hardy  popolatioa.  It  de- 
clares to  the  enterprising  settler  of  the  wilderaeB, 
that  it  is  illegal  to  protect  him  from  ladiaa  iBcW" 
sion;  and  it  says  to  the  infamooa  emtsttrisaf 
Britain,  Tour  safety  is  now  seetire ;  go  tnoag 
our  Indians,  and  by  gold  and  saperstitiea  spirit 
them  to  reiterated  outrage ;  deloge  our  frcerier 
in  blood — we  dare  not  touch  you— -stasdi^  ea- 
der  the  shelter  of  our  Conetimrion,  your  faoish- 
ment  would  be  a  stab  to  the  liberties  cf  cat 
country. 

In  regard  to  General  JacksonH  order  to  Gen- 
eral Gaines  to  occup]r  8t.  Augastine^  it  is  eely 
necessary  to  say,  that  it  was  isatied  in  conformi^ 
to  the  same  principle  which  gorerned  the  Gei- 
eral  in  ell  his  movements  in  Florida,  viz:  Tksi, 
where  the  Spaniards  identified  theaisetvei  wiA 
the  Indians,  by  arming  or  sheitertng  then,  ifay 
were  to  be  treated  as  enemies  in  our  owa  defence- 
one  of  the  moot  sacred  neeeasities  impeaed  <m 
man. 

In  page  eleven,  the  committee  ask;  ''if  these 
things  are  admitted  in  the  Snath,  wid  act  they 
be  considered  as  anthorized  in  the  Mecthl  1  ai- 
swer,  yes. 

It  id  needless  to  remark  on  that  part  of  the 
report  which  regards  the  execution  of  Arboihsot 
and  Ambrister.  The  committee  admit,  ^that, 
having  left  their  country  aud  united  their  te 
with  savages  with  whom  the  United  States  wen 
at  war,  they  forfeited  their  claim  to  the  pniee- 
tion  of  their  own  Govemmeniy  and  subjected 
themselves  to  the  same  treatment  which  oofH 
according  to  the  principles  and  praetiee  of  rkt 
American  Government,  to  be  extended  tovirdi 
those  with  whom  they  were  asaoeiated."  If  tknr 
crimes  merited  punishment,  (and  where  ia  ike 
catalogue  of  depravity  cab  we  find  a  blaekeraine 
than  the  excitement  of  savages  to  bntebereonea 
and  childreB  ?)  and  the  civil  powers  of  our  eota- 
try  had  no  jurisdiction  over  their  aels,  it  le- 
mains  only  to  state,  that  General  Jackson  bed  the 
right  and  the  power  to  execute  the  law  of  aataie 
and  nations  upon  them.  If  the  two  great  peiia 
are  admitted«-the  guilt  of  the  prisoners  as^Ae 
power  of  the  General-^what  object  have  ve  ia 
cavilling  at  the  mode  of  their  trial  ?  An  ctter 
ih  the  formal  part  of  the  proceedinga  woffid  not 
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have  preTed  the  ionocenee  of  the  accosed,  and  of 
eoarse  could  not  Titiate  the  whole  transactioo. 
If  the  conduct  of  these  men  bad  heen  such  as  was 
impated  to  them,  their  death  was  richlf  merited. 
And  if  it  is  even  admitted  that  General  Jackson 
in  ponishing  such  monstere  erred  in  formalities, 
the  establishment  of  their  guilt  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  eorreetiTe  not  only  consummated  his 
duty,  but  repaired  all  the  insubstantial  defects 
which  might  have  given  impunity  to  crime. 

To  conclude :  these  remarks  are  presented  to 
the  world  from  a  deep  conviction  that  the  report 
oi  the  committee  not  only  does  the  greatest  in- 
justice to  General  Jackson,  but  in  Its  character 
and  tendency  is  destructive  of  our  dearest  rights. 
Bvery  citizen  of  the  Republic  is  wanting  in  duty 
Co  his  country  who  does  not  solemnly  protest 
against  so  novel  and  unconstitutional  a  proceed- 
ing. If  inquisitorial  iovestigatioos  can  be  insti- 
taied  into  the  character  of  individuals,  at  the  will 
of  the  legislative  branch  of  our  Government,' 
why  did  the  great  framers  of  our  Constitution 
give  us  a  Judiciary  and  Executive?  If  the  Sen- 
ate can  assume  the  judicial  and  Executive  func- 
tions, why  may  not  the  President  usurp  the  legis- 
lative power  1  If  sucha  pr^cpdent  is  acquiesced 
in  by  the  honorabie  body  iroiQ  one  of  whose  com- 
mittees it  emanated,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that 
such  ao  usurpation  will  be  innoitely  more  dan- 
geroua  than  the  open  efforts  of  ambition,  even 
when  supported  by  the  liceotiousnessof  standing 
armies. 

WAaHiwoTONi  March  5, 1819. 

P.  6.  It  has  been  intimated  that  some  gentfo- 
men  of  the  committee  have  expressed  their  regret, 
that  all  the  facts  on  the  subject  of  their  inquiry 
bad  not  been  obtained  before  they  made  their  rcf 
port.  No  excuse  is  left  them  for  not  procuring 
M  the  facts)  f«r,  General  Jackson  stated  to  one 
>f  the  select  coHUDktiee  that  be  was  williag  to  ap- 
pear before  them  as  a  witness,  and  expose  to  them 
lU  the  docnipcnis  in  his  possession.  It  should  be 
'ecollected  that  the  General  himself  furnished 
:he  copy  of  his  order  to  Gkneral  Gaines  respect- 
Dg  the  seizure  of  St.  Augustine. 

CIROULAR.    A. 

Heauq'bb:  Divisfoif  of  ths  Souvb, 
NoMhiHUe,  Jan.  n,  ISIS. 

Sir  :  The  Seminole  Indians  have  raised  the 
v^ar- hatchet.  The^  have  stained  ourjand  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  Their.war  spirit  must 
be  put  down,  and  thev  taught  to  know  that  their 
safety  depcDds  iipoo  thefrieodshipand  protection 
of  the  Uoited  States.  To  accomplish  this,  the 
aid  of  one  regiment  of  mounted  gun-men,  of  one 
thousand  men,  completely  armed  and  equipped, 
and  to  serve  during  the  campaign,  is  asked  from 
'West  Tennessee.  Can  you  raise  them,  and  he 
jeady  for  the  field  in  un  days^  If  you  can,  yot»r 
General,  who  led  yon  to  victory  on  the  plains  of 
Talledega,  Emuekfau,  and  Tohopeka,  asks  you 
to  accompany  him  to  tike  heart  of  «h«  Seminole 
towns,  and  there  aid  in  giving  peace  and  safety 
to  the  Southern  frontier.    An  answer  is  expected 


in  five  days,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  number 
required  is  now  feady.  Tnis  is  a  private  appeal 
to  the  patriotism  of  West  Tennessee,  and  is  not 
to  appear  in  a  newspaper.  If  the  regiment  Is 
raised  and  marched,  all  expenses  for  expresses 
shall  be  paid.  Bj  the  return  of  the  express,  you 
are  expected  to  give  your  opinion  of  the  proba- 
bility of  the  result,  that  preparationa  may  be 
made  accordingly.  Colonel  n.*Dyer,  Colonel 
Gibson,  Colonel  Williamson,  Colonel  George 
Eliott,  Major  William  Mitchell,  M|tjor  John 
Smith,  of  Montgomery  county,  Colonel  Martin, 
of  Williamson,  and  Captain  F.  Ellis,  of  Dixon 
county,  have  aione  been  addressed  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  grade  of  the  officers  to  be  determined 
by  themselves,  or  the  platoon  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment. The  officers  raising  companies  to  com- 
mand them.  Upon  further  reflection,  it  is  re- 
quested that  those  officers  named  abovCi  and  all 
such  as  can  raise  a  company,  will  meet  me  at  this 
place  on  the  19th  of  the  iveaeni  month.  Punc- 
tuality in  this  is  much  desired ;  aad  it  is  further 
requested  that  all  those  officers  who  have  eerved 
in  the  late  war  will  be  confidentially  notified  of 
the  foregoing.  I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  Qeneral  eommanHnff. 

True  copy— J.  C.  BRONAUOHy  U.  ?.  A. 

B. 

HBADQ'fts,  Division  of  thb  SotrvH, 

Na$Jwaie,  Jau.  11, 1A18. 

Sir  :  I  have  juat  received  orders  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott, 
Georgia,  with  instructions  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  neighboring  States  for  such  addi- 
tional militia  force  as  may  be  deemed  necessa- 
ry to  co-operate  with  all  the  disposable  regular 
troops  of  tne  Southern  division,  against  the  Sem- 
ittoles.  I  have  this  night  addressed  cirCdtars  to 
several  of  those  brave  officers  wha  served  with 
me  during  the  Creek  campaign,  under  a  hope 
tha}  a  timely  address  to  the  patriotism  of  our 
citizens  will  enable  me  to  effect,  by  voluntary 
enlistment  what  would  otherwise  have  to  be  done 
by  drafts,  i  have  called  for  one  thousand  mount* 
ed  men,  and,  should  the  appeal  prove  inctfta- 
cioos,  will  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
making  the  requisition  on  yon  for  a  like  number 
of  drafted  militia. 

I  have  received  y^uv  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

With  respect,  ^your  most  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mt^or  General  commcauUng, 

Gk)v.  MoMiiCN,  of  Tennessee. 
True  eopy-^.  C.  BRONAUGH,  U.  8.  A. 

C. 

HyAna^B8,DivrBmN  o^TdE  South, 
NaihvUlej  January  12, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  order  of  the  26th  ultimo,  which 
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reached  me  iMt  night ;  its  eooteou  are  dol^r  noted, 
and  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

I  haTe  received  no  late  advices  from  Qeneral 
Ghtines,  although  I  have  for  some  time  expected 
the  return  of  the  express  sent  to  him  on  the  dith 
of  November  last.  Takinji  into  view  the  strength 
of  the  Seminoles  and  their  adherentS|  as  reported 
to  you  by  General  Qaines,  and  the  aggregate  of 
his  strength,  regulars  and  militia,  amountioff  to 
about  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  men^  which 
cannot  possibly  afford  a  like  number  of  enecttves; 
considering,  liicewise.  that  the  greater  portion  of 
his  forces  are  draugnted  militia,  from  Georgia, 
who  may  apply  for  their  discharge  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  the  time  they  were 
first  mustered,  and  who  may  be  disposed  to  claim 
this  right,  and  abandon  the  campaign,  about  the 
time  I  coAld  reach  Fort  Scott,  I  have  deemed  it 
both  prudent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west 
end  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand 
volunteer  mounted  gun-men,  to  serve  during  the 
campaign.  With  this  force,  in  conjunction  with 
the  regular  troops,  I  can  act  promptly,  and,  with 
the  smiles  of  Heaven,  successfully,  against  any 
force  that  can  be  concentrated  by  the  Seminoles 
and  their  auxiliaries.  Viewing,  however,  the  lives 
of  our  citisens  as  too  precious  to  be  risked  in  a 
contest  with  savages,  with  the  odds  of  two  to 
one,  unless  where  real  necessity  demands  the  ex- 
posure, I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  to  continue  in  the  field  the  one  thou- 
sand men  required  by  General  Gaines. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  I  have  made  to  the 
patriotism  of  those  brave  men  in  West  Tennes- 
see, who  hare  so  oAen  followed  me  to  the  field  of 
danger,  will  be  known  by  the  19th  instant,  and  I 
hope  to  leave  this  for  Fort  Scott  on  the  213d.  Of 
my  movements,  and  success  in  raising  the  mount- 
ed volunteers,  you  shall  be  advised. 

It  may  appear  to  the  Government,  on  the  first 
view,  that  mounted  men  are  the  most  expensive ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  rapidity  of  their  move- 
ments, the  amount  of  quartermaster's  expendi- 
tures for  pack-horses,  baggage-wagons,  and  other 
means  of  transport  indispensable  to  footmen,  in 
this  instance  saved,  mounted  gun-men,  as  auxil- 
iaries in  such  a  campaign  as  the  one  contem- 
plated, will  be  found  to  save  both  blood  and  trea- 
sure to  the  United  States.  The  volunteers  that 
have  been  invited  to  the  field  are  of  tried  mate- 
rials, and  such  as  can  be  relied  on  in  the  day  of 
danger  and  trial.    With  respect,  dbc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

M(^r  General  commanding* 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Se^ry  rf  War. 
True  copy : 

J.  O.  BRONAUGH,  U.  S.  Army. 

D. 

HaAna'as,  DiviaiOR  of  tbe  South, 

NoikvUUj  January  13, 1818. 
SIb:  Beiog  advised  that  the  assistant  deputy 
quartermaster  general  of  General  Gaines's  bri- 
gade has  resigned,  and  being  unadvised  as  to 
qaaricrmaster's  funds  within  the  seventh  deiNtrt- 
meni,  I  have  to  request  that  necessary  funds  be 


forwarded  to  Quartermaster  Genetil  Gibi,  it 
Fort  Scott,  whom  I  have  ordered  tomMsiti 
that  place  without  loss  of  time. 
Should  the  one  thousand  volaoteer  mmd 

fun-men  attend  to  my  appeal  to  their  pttrHua. 
shall  send  on  a  confidential  agent  to  Goqi 
to  have  the  necessary  supplies  for  iheiB  pnenK 
and  forwarded  by  the  quartermaster,  if aoftk 
to  Fort  Gaines ;  and,  if  none,  by  theigcDtxi: 
with  instructions  to  draw  on  CloarteriBiitcrOci- 
eral  Gibson  for  the  amount  of  his  porehasaitih 
is  done  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  rduiefn 
called  for.  I  need  not  observe  that,  witkaifair- 
termaster's  funds,  an  army  cannot  bemUed 
either  with  prom|>titude  or  effect.  Pnspdaitft 
in  the  present  campaign  will  be  agieaiaTiicto 
the  United  States,  both  in  charscteru^pom. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &e. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mqfor  General  ammaS^. 
Hon.  John  G.  Calhouit,  8e^nf(ifWar. 
True  copy : 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH,  I7.&irsy. 

£. 

HiADa'aa,  DrviaioM  of  tbb  Socn, 
NiMviUe^JamiarTi  liM^ 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  tbe  commudiitGfB' 
eral  to  direct  that  you  march  yoarrolaiitterRp- 
ment  of  mounted  gun-men  to  FsTetteTiilMfl* 
there  on  the  31si  instant, complelfarmediM 
equipped,  and  prepared  to  march  for  Fort  Se«. 
in  Georgia,  for  a  six  months'  tour.  Yoar  wops 
will  furnish  themselves  until  thtj  meJiP^^^ 
ville,  with  their  own  profisions  isd  imi » 
former  of  which  will  be  reimbursed  tktaj^* 
contractor,  and  the  latter  by  the  Q^wwu^"- 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  oc.  .   ^ 

J.  M.  GLASSBLL,  Aii^t<m^ 

To  Colonels  Dtbb  db  Williaicmi* 

True  copy :  ,, «,  i— 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH,  K  5.  i^ 

P. 
HnAOQ'Bs,  DiviaioM  or  tbe  Sobtb, 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  ^^ 
ultimo,and  have  to  regret  the  ^^^^1^%^ 
you  are  unfortunately  placed.  ''^^  y  ]ein 
be  made,  however,  to  relieve  TOO*  ^*IyZ,r» 
this  for  Fort  Hawkins  on  the  23d  j  »ni^^^ 
ments  of  mounted  volunteers  wul  ^P"°  .jgii 
Fayetteville.  Tennessee,  on  the  31ii  «»J^ 
proceed,  by  forced  march,  direct  to  our  J^ 

rrontier.  n^Hfit0^ 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Geoiip  ^ 

has  instructions,  this  day,  not  w  ^"'^ ,  ^  jiii 

engagement  with  the  indiinsi  w'/^j*!, 

to  aid  you  in  relrevingMsjor  MS^ni? 

ANDREW  JACKSW^ 

MaJ.Gen,cm'gJ>^'^^^ 

Col.  Aebucklb,  am'g  at  FortScoU. 
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H. 

HsADa'fiS,  DlTISION  OF  THB  SoOTH, 

.     NdehtfiUe,  January  21, 1818. 

Sir  :  Yon  will  repair  to  Fayetteville,  Tennes* 
see,  on  the  31st  instant,  and  there  moster  and 
receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for 
six  months,  if  not  sooner  discharged,  two  regi- 
ments of  mounted  volunteers.  As  soon  as  mus- 
tered, you  will  assume  the  command  of  these 
troops,  and  make  every  preparation  to  facilitate 
their  march,  via  Fort  Jackson  by  the  most  direct 
md  practicable  route  to  Fort  Scott,  on  the  Flint 
river.  Yon  are  authorized  te  organize  and  ap- 
)oint  such  a  brigade  staff  as  you  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  the  accomplishment  of  the  duties  as- 
signed you.  Bvery  confidence  is  placed  in  your 
cnown  activity  and  skill — and  you  are  clothed 
nrith  all  discretionary  power  to  facilitate  the 
march  of  the  volunteers  to  the  desii^nated  post. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj»  Gen.  araCg  Div,  of  the  South. 

Col.  A.  P.  Hathb,  Jnepector  General. 
True  copy : 

J.  C.  BRON AUQH,  U.  S.  Army. 

I. 
Dbpartmsmt  or  War,  March  7, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
er  of  the  9th,  and  that  of  the  15th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  expressing  to  you  my 
otire  approbation  of  the  measures  you  have 
.doj>ted  to  insure  a  prompt  movement  of  the 
patriotic  volunteers  confidea  to  your  command. 

Ii  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  toere  is  no  public 
rsenal  for  that  section  of  the  countrv,  from  which 
rms  and  equipments  could  be  drawn.  The 
ourse  which  you  have  taken  to  remedy  the  evil, 
trust,  will  be  effectual.  So  far  as  it  may  be 
racticable,  let  the  arms  be  preserved,  and  return- 
d  after  the  campaign  closes  to  the  owners. 
<(rhere  this  cannot  be  done,  let  the  account,  prop- 
rly  vouched,  be  paid  by  the  Ctuartermaater's  De- 
arcment. 

The  bill  drawn  on  account  of  tapplies  of  every 
ind  will  be  paid  when  presented  to  this  Depart- 
lent.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
awe  been  fwwarded  to  the  paymasters  of  the 
>urtli  and  seventh  regiments,  for  the  payment  of 
le  militia  before  they  are  diacharged.  General 
aekso&  will  adopt  such  measures  as  mav  be 
roper  to  secure  this  object.  The  desire  or  the 
'resident,  that  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  regu- 
ir  forc^  should  be  charged  with  the  expenditures 
r  the  eampaigo,  is  the  only  obstacle  to  appoint- 
1^  the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  cwlcers 
t  the  Tennessee  brigade.  Every  attention  will 
e  given  to  secure  the  object  of  their  wishes. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
ome,  to  organize  efficieotlv  and  satisfactorily  to 
lie  officers  and  men,  a  volunteer  corps  for  the 
eld.  In  the  present  instancei  the  pride  and  spl- 
it o(  veterans,  aided  by  patriotism,  and  directed 
y  experienced  intelltgence,  have  handsomely 
urmounted  every  obstacle.  The  alacrity  with 
vhich  the  brave  Tennesseeans  have  again  re- 


sumed their  arms  in  defence  of  the  country,  is  a 
sufficient  earnest  that  their  efforts  will  be  success- 
ful, and  that  their  efficiency,  joined  to  the  gallant 
exertions  of  other  corps,  will  speedily  terminate 
the  conflict.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Col.  A.  P.  Hatne, 

hupector  Gen.,  Fort  Scott,  Ga. 

K. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  C.  CMoun»  Searetary  of 
War,  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackeanf  dated  i9th 
Januaryf  1818. 

^^  Your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant  are 
received.  The  measures  you  have  taken  to  brinff 
an  efficient  force  into  the  field  are  approved,  and 
a  confident  hope  is  entertained,  that  a  speedy  and 
successful  termination  of  the  Indian  war  will 
follow  your  exertions." 

[extract.] 
Dbpartkbht  of  War,  Feb.  6, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt *of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  and  to 
acquaint  you  of  the  entire  apprQ)>ation  of  the 
President,  of  all  the  measures  which  you  have 
adopted  to  terminate  the  rupture  with  the  In- 
dians. 

The  honor  of  our  army,  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  our  country,  requires  that  it  should  be  as  speed- 
ily terminated  as  practicable;  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude  assures  us 
that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as 
will  make  it  honorable  and  permanent. 
I  have  the  honor,  dbe. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Major  Gten.  A.  JAOxsoxf, 

Fort  Scott,  (horgia. 

M. 

RoBBRT  BoTLBR,  Adjutaut  Qeneral  of  the 
southern  division  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
being  duly  sworn,  testifies,  that,  in  the  Summer 
or  Fall  of  1817.  Mr.  John  Donelson,  of  the  neigh- 
borhood ofNashville,  went  to  Pensaeola  and  pur- 
chased lota  of  land  there,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Governor.  That  the  deponent  has  heard  that 
Mr.  James  Jackson  of  Nashville  was  concerned 
with  him,  and  was  the  only  person  concerned. 
fiTe  also  understood  that  Donelsoo's  first  view 
in  going  to  Pensaeola,  was  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  That  Mr.  Donelson  is  nephew  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  wife.  That  he  does  not  know  the 
amount  of  Donelson's  purchase.  That  he  does 
not  know,  nor  does  he  believe,  that  General  Jack- 
son bad,  or  expected  to  have,  any  interest  in  said 
purchase ;  nor  did  he  ever  hear  it  suggested. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  that  on  the  11th 
January,  1818,  Gkneral  Jackson  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  the  old  volunteer  officers,  to  raise  volun- 
teers for  the  Seminole  campaign,  in  which  the 
following  clause  is  found :  *'  The  grade  of  the 
officers  to  be  determined  by  themselves,  or  the 
platoon  officers  of  the  regiment — the  officers  rais- 
ing companies  to  command."    The  deponent  has 
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heard  that  ao  election  waa  heI<L  aod  the  rank  of 
the  field  officers  establUhed  in  toat  wajr,  and  oot 
appoint^  by  Gkoeral  Jackson,  as  stated  in  the 
deponent's  affidatit  before  the  committee  of  tbe 
Senate  as  positive^  when  the  deponent  tben  stated 
it  as  matter  of  opinion  only ;  also,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  was  at  NashYillei  whic^b  it- 
appears  from  reference  to  papers  was  not  the  case. 
The  deponent  farther  states,  that  General  Jack- 
son received  information  at  St.  Mark's  on  bis 
return  from  Suwany^  that  there  were  aboat  six 
huQdr^  hostile  Indians  at  Pensacola,  who  re- 
ceived ammunition  and  provisions  ^rorn  the  Gov- 
ernor; in  consequence  of  which  the  General 
ordered  Lieutenant  Sands,  of  the  artillery,  to  Mo- 
bile, to  hold  two  pieces  of  tbe  field  artillerv  in 
reaninesa  for  bis  orders.  On  the  arrival  or  tbe 
army  at  Fort  Gadsden,  tbe  General  received  in- 
formation of  several  murders  having  been  com-. 
mitted  on  the  Federal  road,  and  was  shown  a 
letter,  said  to  be  private,  from  a  gentleman  at 
Pensacola  to  Mr.  Ek>yle,  as  the  deJ)onent  believes, 
atating  that  a  large  namber  of  Indiana  were  tben  in 
Peiiaaeoia,  and  depredating  on  tbe  property  of  the 
ciAixens:  this  information  determined  the  Gene- 
ral to  cneAf  e  his  route  for  Tennessee  by  Pensa- 
.cola,  and  or4ers  were  c iven  to  Colonel  Uibson  lo 
proceed  to  Mobile,  and  afibrd  Lieutenant  Sands 
every  facility  in  moving  tbe  artillery  to  Fort 
Moot^mery,  to  await  the  General's  order,  which 
waa  givan  on  nearing  the  Escambia  by  express, 
requiring  the  artillery  to  form  a  junction  with 
tbe  army  after  crossing  that  river,  which  was 
executed.  The  General  remarked  to  the  depo- 
nent on  march  to  Pensacolm  that,  if  he  found  the 
information  true  on  rei^cbing  that  place,  he  would 
deoD^Qd  a  surrender  of  it  j  and  the  deponent  be- 
lieves that  the  determination  of  tbe  General  to 
occupy  PeosaiCola  and  Barancas,  was  made  on 
receiving  the  protest  of  the  Governor,  and  learn- 
ing that  his  provisions  were  stopped  by  him  at 
the  former  place. 

Tbet,  at  tbe  time  the  army  attacked  Micka- 
s^y,  there  were  not  more  than  five  hundred 
Indian  warriors  imbodied;  nor  does  the  deponent 
believe  there  were,  at  any  time  during  the  war, 
n»0N  thiin  five  or  six  hundred  imbodied  at  any 
one  place.  That,  from  tbe  ni^tore  of  the  subject, 
this  statement  muat  be  coojeetoKal.  That  the 
enomy's  warriors  were  in  general  well  arm^d. 
That  deponent  was  told  there  were  about  thir- 
teen hundred  souls  at  Sowanee,  of  which  (wo 
hondred  aod  fifty  or  three  hundred  were  figbtioff 
iptn*  That  our  army  bad  one  man  killed  and 
four  woonded,  in  actions  with  the  Indians,  during 
tbe  campiMgn.  and  two  killed  a]t  the  Barancaa. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  General  Jaekson 
received  from  a  private  source,  a  pUn  of  the  for- 
tress of  Su  Augustine;  and,  as  the  4«ponent  be-, 
uoves,  it  was  sent  to  the  General,  at  St.  Marfc^, 
or  Fort  Gadsden,  after  his  return  from  Suwanee. 

That  General  Jackson  bad  under  bis  command, 
in  Florida,  from  recollection,  about  eighteen 
hundred  regulars,  volunteers,  and  militia,  and 
about  fifteen  hundred  Indians  under  Mcintosh; 
nnd  that  tbe  Indians  were  received  and  mustered 


into  tbe  service  of  tbe.  United  Stales,  oader  tk 
orders  of  brevet  Major  Greneral  Gaines,  lad  mas- 
tered not  of  service,  nndcs^  the  ordcn  a(  M^jor 
General  Jackson,  by  a  Tcgslar  officer. 

This  deponent  deems  it  doe  to  himaelf  tDmie. 
that  the  depositioa  published  with  the  repcnsf 
the  committee  of  the  Senate,  aader  his  aiv. 
was  not  written  by  him,  bat  was  taken  down  tf 
Mr.  Borrill,  of  that  committee,  and  a  pn>DL« 
gifjen  to  the  deponent  that,  when  it  was  ihrcvi 
into  form,  it  would  be  submitted  for  tomcusi 
and  signature,  which  was  not  done,  altboa^h  i&f 
committee  were  twice  informed  oy  one  of  iL« 
members,  at  the  request  of  the  depeseei.  iba: 
parts  thereof  were  not  correct ;  benee  ike  depo- 
nent was  not  able  to  give  the  necessary  unee- 
tion  which  be  would  have  done,  from  la  enmi- 
nation  of  papers  and  necessary  reflection 

ROBERT  BUTLfiH 

N. 

WABBHiirroii,  March  1 1819. 

On  an  examination  before  the  special  esamit* 
tee  of  the  Senate,  on  tbe  subject  €»f  ihe8«inisok 
war,  I  was  told  by  the  bonorable  Mr.Biirn/i.oa« 
of  tbe  committee,  that  what  be  (Mr  fiemfi) 
then  took  down  of  my  teetimoor,  was  t  ntmo- 
randum;  aod  if  used,  that  my  deposit  ikoaU 
be  written  out,  and  submitted  to  me  Ibr  tanttr 
tion.  The  deposition  waa  not  submitted;  hi> 
was  sent  at  once  to  tbe  printer^  who,  beHevuf 
that  several  words  were  omitted,  sent  it  toBcte 
revisal;  I  then  waited  on  two  of  the  coaaiitit  i 
Mr.  Lacock  and  Mr.  Borrill,  and  obtained  ktn 
to  strike  out  a  part,  but  they  would  not  ftrni^ 
me  to  make  any  additions.  The  parts  strM  <wt 
were  not  material.  What  I  wished  to  M,  wv 
the  substance  of  an  order,  the  foUowts;  extnct 
from  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  pert  of  this 
deposition. 

JMrnci  ^  ceit  erder /0  Ce/iMir/ CSkoa,  dated 
^  Camp,  86  iiiun  faar  or  St.  MAftz**, 

"Qeneral  Mclntoah  and  hts  warriors  wiU ben 
Fort  Scott,  and  will  probably  take  mneb  ci  ik 
supplies  ordered  on;  and,  as  the  Tennessee  rel- 
unteers  wilt  pass  nom  Gadsden  to  that  pastk 
wishes  you  to  despateh  a  boat  with  a  forUersop- 
ply  I  and  should  the  corn  bare  arrired  froaNfV 
Orleans  last  ordered,  yon  wilt  forward  a  eoa  ^ 
erable  quantity,  also,  to  enable  tbe  volaaMcn' 
horses  to  reach  Fort  Hawkins.'* 

''ROBERT  BOTI^R, 

The  order  from  which  this  extract  is  siade,  to- 
gether with  the  order  from  which  the  foUovio| 
IS  extracted,  were  submitted  through  Mr.  Eit« 
to  tbe  committee.  I  beg  leave  also  to  mike  tke 
second  extract  a  part  of  this  depositioa,  to  m'U'* 

StOraei  ^frnMar  iMm  U  CeJbuel  OiStm,^^ 

"  BfiroBi  St.  Mabk's,  April  S^  IStS. 

"This  is  carried  by  one  of  those  ^tW^^ 
wretches  who  have  a»ed  for  peace,  aad  i^'^ 
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panted  tbftio— 17  men^  1^  women,  and  80  ehil- 
ren  have  surrendered,  and  they  afk  permission 
D  pass  by  water  to  Fort  Gadaden ;  this  is  granted 
biem,  and  they  will  remain  hare  until  the  runner 
etarns,  by  whom  you  will  write  to  the  com- 
Handing  officer  of  ax,  Mark's,  Captain  Vashon, 
inder  what  badge  ^you  will  know  ihem. 

•ANDREW  JACKSON." 

Signed,  GBO.  GIBSON. 

)i8T8ioT  OP  Colombia, 

County  of  WtuhingUmf  to  mt  : 

On  this  third  day  of  March,  1819,  George  Gijb* 
3n  personally  appeared  bffore  the  subscriber,  a 
iistice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
lid,  and  made  oatb,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  tbe 
latters  and  things  as  set  forth  in  the  annexed 
latement,  are  true  as  stated. 

Sworn  before  JOSEPH  FORREST. 


From  ikeNationfil  hUelKgencer  of  Morth  20, 1819. 

IR.  LAGOCK'S  R£PLY  TO  TH£  FOR£GCaNG 
«  STRUCTURES/' dM. 

Raving  recently  seen,  in  the  National  Intelli- 
encer,  Strictures  of  an  erroneous  character,  npon 

report  made  by  a  select  eommittee  of  the  Sen- 
te,  on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war,  and 
eing  the  only  member  of  that  committee  now  at 
he  Seat  of  Gorernment,  it  seems  to  be  a  doty  I 
•we  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  -States,  to  the 
ommtttee  of  which  I  was  a  member,  and  to  my 
mti  ohafaeter,  to  offer  some  remarks  on  those 
Strictures.  In  the  first  place  it  is  necessary  to 
•bserre,  that,  on  applying  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  I  was  informed  by  them, 
n  writing,  that  they  were  authorized  to  give  up, 
s  the  authors  of  the  strictures,  the  names  of  two 
ifficers  of  the  Army  of  tbe  United  States.    Could 

liare-bronght  myself  to  believe  that  those  young 
D^n*^  were  the  real,  as  they  were  the  ostensible, 
lOthors  of  those  strictures,  they  would  have  been 
reated  with  silent  pity  and  commiseration,  and 
heir  production  would  have  remained  forever 
innoticed  b^  me.  But  charity  for  those  men. 
ind  the  peculiar  eireomstanees  of  tbe  case,  forbid 
his  conclusion.  We  mnst  look  to  a  higher  source 
or  their  author.  Those  young  men  were  aids  to 
General  Jackson,  or  belonged  to  his  military  fam- 
ly.  Some  of  the  Jocoments  annexed  to  the  stric* 
tures  were,  it  seems,  furnished  from  his  own  pri- 
rate  bureau,  for  they  could  not  be  obtained  in  the 
War  Office.    The  personal  invectives  indulged 

*  Those  offieert  were  examined  by  the  committee ; 
they  discovered  (but  more  especially  one  of  them) 
laients,  and  much  e&eigy  of  eaataeter,  that,  if  torn* 
pared  with  prndenee,  cannot  fidl  to  make  them  nsefhl 
BBembem  of  sooMly ;  and  a  Sandomsas  for  them,  bor- 
iering  on  parental  Togaidylias  mdneed  me  to  whbheld 
their  namea  from  the  pnUie,  kwwing  that  <•  pnhlie 
rebuke  heidens  the  havt,"  and  beMaiing  that,  whan 
^  have  anmhsied  my  yeaia,  they  will  look  haek  on 
the  nngnarded  loUlea  of  yooffi  with  aonow  and  re- 
Aoise. 
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in,  id  the  turictures,  corraapond  eMirely  with  kin 

Previous  observations  in  the  public  taverns  and 
lU-iTOoms  of  Washington  \  for  it  ia  a  faet  noto- 
rious, and  caimot  be  deniedi  that  on  ihoae  ocea- 
siont  he  was  vociferous  in  bis  impreeatioos,  and 
violent  in  his  threats,  of  jpersonal  veageanee,  evan 
to  cutting  off  tbe  ears  or  some  of  the  memhe/s  of 
the  select  eomoiitiee,  and  this  while  the  auhjeet 
was  before  the  Senate  $  and  some  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  who  dared  to  animad- 
vert upon  his  oooduot,  or  even  to  doubt  his  infal* 
libilityi  were  menaced  in  nearly  a  similar  manner. 
Under  these  oircumstances,  there  seems  to  be  no 
uofairaess  in  considering  that  €kneral  Jaokson  ia 
tbe  real  author  of  those  strictures,  or  at  least  that 
he  approved  of  and  assented  to  (he  publication;* 
and  that  those  gentlemen  (with  more  gallantly 
than  pcndence)  were  indooed  to  step  forward  and 
take  npon  themselves  a  responsibility  that  the 
Qenerai  himaelf felt  unwilling  to  eneounter.  And 
it  is  for  him  to  decide  bow  far  it  was  jast  aad 
proper  for  age  aad  experieneeto  take  advantage 
of  the  exuberant  ardor  of  yoathful  feelings  aad 
attachments,  and  by  this  means  induce  .the  offi- 
cere  in  question  to  haxard  their  reputation  and 
future  proapecta  in  the  Ara^yi  by  ads  of  ineon- 
siderate  raahnesa.  As  eitazens  of  the  Unilad 
States,  they  were  entitled  to  equal  piivUegas  with 
all  others.  As  military  oti^rs,  they  (were  held 
strictly  subordinate  to  the  civil  power.  An  ofil 
of  Congress  declares,  that  every  offieer  ahatl  be 
oashieicdf  or  otherwise  punished  by  eourt-a»nial) 
who  shall  ^ven  speak  contemiptuoiis  or  disrespeat- 
ful  words  of  the  Cooigreas  of  the  Uaited  States^ 
or  of  the  I^egisiaiures  or  Governora  of  any  of  the 
Slates  in  the  Upion.  And,  bf  rules  and  regula- 
tions esuhlished  in  the  Amy  of  the  United  Statea, 
the  offi»ers  are  forbidden,  ander  like  peaaltiea, 
(rom  publishmg  in  newpparpersi  or  otherwise,  ob- 
servations diarespectful  of  eaah  other. 

And  it  u  believed  that  this  is  the. first  inataaee 
in  which  a  military  officer,  whose  eooduct  was 
tbe  auhjeet  of  investigation  before  the  GongiNfpa 
of  the  United  States,  has  ventured  to  ehaige  that 
bpdv  with  a  vioUiioo  of  the  Coostitutioa, .  and 
with.exercisinfi  inquisitorial  power.t  Or  that  a 
committee  of  either  hianob  ot.the  National. Legis- 
lature.has  beea  chained  with  the  "most  wauK^a 
and  studied  disregard  to  truthy''  and  the  most 
*'  foul"  and  **  dishonest  motives.''  But  haw.Aurit 
ia  either  for  the  honor  or  iatefeat  of  the  nation 
thus  to.  submit  to  military  dragooning  and  aewa-^ 
pi|pef  chastiaement,  by  oulitaiy  offioars  who,  it 
IS  believed,  visited  the  Scvit  of  Oovarament  lor 
thatpurpiMe;  and  how  £ir.a  committee  of  the 
Seaate  of  the  United  States  shonld  be  suhjaetto 
this  kind  of  discipline,  for  tbe  conaoieitianaAis- 
eharge  of  official  duties,  imposed  by  the  upani- 

•If  the  reader  entertains  any  denbls  as  to  the  an- 
tharahip  of  the  Strktuas,  disy  wUl  be  lamowdoa 
leadiag  the  deposition  of  Celeael  Oir,  hi  which  it  wiU 
he  seen,  that  General  Jackson  obttanad  fiom  htm  a 
fact  which  he  asked  leave  to  make  use  Qr,.andthat,4ia 
fact  ia  made  use  of  in  the  Stiictnres. 

t  See  the  last  parsgxaph  of  the  Utii^twes. 
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mouB  Toloe  of  tbtt  body.ii  for  the  proper  abthor* 
ities  to  determine. 

I  fthall  now  state  faithfully  the  proceedings  had 
Id  the  Senate  and  before  the  committee,  on  this 
subject,  pledging  myself,  and  appealing  to  others, 
for  the  correctness  of  every  fact  stated. 

On  the  18th  November,  1818.  the  President's 
Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  was  re- 
celved.  In  this  Message  the  President  refers  to 
the  Seminole  war,  ana  promises  to  present  to 
Congress  the  documents  respecting  it. 

On  the  4th  December,  1818,  this  volume  of 
documents  was  received  in  manuscript  and  sent 
to  the  printer.  On  this  day  (and  not  on  the  18lh, 
as  stated  erroneously  in  the  strictures)  the  reso* 
IntioQ  was  offered  in  the  Senate,  for  raising  the 
committee  on  this  subject ;  it  was  considered  on 
the  7th,  and  postponed  from  time  to  time,  until 
the  18th  December,  when  it  was  modified  and 
enlarffed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baton,  and  unani* 
mously  adopted.  This  delay  was  occasioned  by 
the  SenateVi  not  having  previously  received  the 
documents  from  the  printer. 

There  had,  however,  been  made,  in  the  Sen- 
ate, a  call  on  the  President,  for  further  informs* 
tion  on  this  subject,  and  this  resolution,  offered 
on  the  16th  December,  was  aj^reed  to  on  the  17th, 
and  the  call  was  complied  with  on  the  28th  De* 
cember,  by  Message,  and  another  volume  of  doc- 
uments furnished. 

These  documents  were  not  received  from  the 
printer  until  the  1st  or  Sd  Februarv,  1810.  But 
a  copy  of  them  had  been  received  by  each  mem* 
ber  of  the  Senate,  through  the  medium  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  whom  they  were 
first  sent,  on  the  87th  or  l^lh  Januar]^,  and,  on 
the  day  they  were  received,  the  committee  were 
called  together.  At  this  meeting  ali  the  mem- 
bers being  present,  Mr.  King  made  a  motion  that 
the  committee  should  ask  the  Senate  to  discharge 
them  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub* 

J'ect.  The  question  on  the  motion  was  put,  and. 
our  members  voting  in  the  negative,  it  was  oi 
course  lost.  . 

And,  at  this  time,  the  committee  ordered,  un- 
der the  authoritv  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  Aids  of  General  Jackson,  and  such  other 
persons  as  the  chairman  might  think  necessary, 
should  be  summoned  before  the  committee  for 
examination. 

This  order  was  complied  with,  witnesses  were 
summoned,  and  the  examination  proceeded,  from 
dav  to  day,  as  the  witnesses  appeared,  subject 
only  to  the  delay  and  interruption  that  arose  from 
the  indispensable  necessity  the  members  of  the 
committee  were  under,  of  attending  to  their  other 
official  duties. 

Thus  the  inquiry  was  prosecuted,  until  the 
committee  were  told  by  the  chairman,  that  he 
knew  of  no  other  evidence  that  it  was  in'  his 
power  to  obtain.  And  at  this  time,  as  on  former 
occasions,  particular  inquiry  was  made  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  generally,  and  of  Mr. 
Eaton  particularly,  whether  it  was  known  that 
further  testimony  could  be  obtained,  or  whether 
they  wished  that  other  witnesses  should  be  sum- 


moned, and  the  answers  to  these  iaqniries  were. 
in  the  negative. 

The  testimony  being  thus  considered ueloied 
the  nature  of  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Seuie 
was  then  discussed,  and  all  the  points  inrolrti 
by  the  conduct  of  Gkneral  Jaebon,  oo  vbkk 
there  could  be  any  doubt,  were  distioctlpiited 
in  writing,  and  separate  questions  uken  on  nti 
of  them.  On  the  first  point,  of  rtisiog  sod  or- 
ganizing the  volunteers,  the  uotnimossroiefo! 
the  committee  was.  that  it  was  illeftl.  Tbe 
second  point,  the  rigot  to  pursue  the  eaemy  ioic 
Florida,  was  decided  unanimously  Id  tbeiffirn- 
ative.  And  on  several  other  points,  the  cooidu- 
tee  were  divided,  three  disapproring  tbecoodacc 
of  the  commanding  General,  and  two  jusiiffiag 
or  excusing  it. 

The  decision  of  the  committee  bein;  thus  hid, 
the  chairman  was  ordered  to  prepare  i  report  ii 
conformity  to  the  principles  established  bf  ikc 
eommiltee.  About  this  time^  howerer,  lootier 
circumstance  took  place,  which  necessirilr  oc- 
casioned some  dday  in  obtaining  foriberrrideiice. 

Mr,  Eaton  informed  the  chairman  of  tke  cod* 
mittee,  that  he  had  heard  General  Jaeboo  mj, 
at  his  lodginga,  that,  after  he  hid  lefitkeFlon* 
das,  he  had  issued  an  order  to  GenertiGiiiMSito 
take  possession  of  St.  Augustine,  and  that  thb  or- 
der had  been  countermanded  by  the  Deputneit 
of  War. 

The  chairman  having  ascerUiaed  thiiuke 
the  fact,  by  a  letter  dated  Febrntrir  8,  called « 
the  Department  for  Ibis  correspondeoce,  vhia 
was  furnished  on  the  evening  of  the  ISihof  tie 
same  month.  . 

These  documents  never  before  hariif  nm 
called  for,  were  not  previously  transaitted;  Mr 
was  this  design  of  taking  St.  Aoffosiioe,  (after 
the  close  of  the  war,)  known  to  the  tono»tt« 
until  this  disclosure  ;  and  it  wai  thoafht  aete^ 
sary  that  the  documents  should  acampo»li*^ 
be  taken  notice  of  in  the  report.  If  roriher <ri- 
denoe  be  necessary  to  conrince  the  most  iS|Kd* 
ulous  "  that  no  improper  or  uaneeenari  dj**^ 
was  observed  in  making  the  report,"  it  *tli  tK 
furnished  by  the  following  facto:  The  Senate oi 
the  United  States  is  connected,  by  the  Coa^ita- 
tion,  with  the  Bxecutive,  in  the  exeitiseol  tie 

treaty-making  power.  .  ._., 

On  the  9th  or  lOih  of  February,  the  chajratfj 

of  the  committee  was  coofideotiallr  ^J^^ 
that  the  treaty  with  Spain  would  prohiw/ " 
brought  to  a  favorable  result,  in  s  short  QS^ 
and  a  suggestion  was  made,  tbai  s  report  o> 
subject  of  the  occupation  of  Florida  oj^y 
possibility,  affect  the  negotiatioQ,  \{  wf^r^ 
vious  to  the  signing  of  the  treaty.  . 

These  facu  and  suggestions  were  '^^^rr^i 
communicated  to  a  majority  of  the  ^^^^ 
the  committee,  and  more  especially  to  Mr.  b^ 
whose  eiperience  in  dinlomatic  ^^^L^. 
htm  a  full  opportunity  or  formiog  a  correeira 
ment  on  the  subject.  ^„.[ 

This  gentleman,  with  two  other  ^^^^^ 
the  committee,  besides  the  chairmso,  H^J^ 
the  report  should  be  kept  back  a  few  atjh  ^ 
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llie  treaty  wis  reeeiYed.  Oa  Monday,  the  82d  of 
Febroary,  this  treaty  was  sent  to  the  Senate ;  on 
be  fHihj  it  was  ratified ;  and,  on  the  same  day, 
be  report  was  made.  And  this  aceoonts  for  the 
)ol)r  delay  thai  was  not  oecasioBed  by  the  dtfii- 
luUy  of  obtaining  the  evidence  proper  to  an  nn- 
lerstaoding  of  the  case,  and  which  it  was  im- 
possible  for  the  committee  sooner  to  obtaiA. 

Tbus  it  appears  that  the  charge,  in  the  strio- 
ores,  tbat  the  report  was  kepi  back  to  iojare 
[jeneral  Jackson,  is  totally  without  foundation, 
iod  it  is  equally  untrue  that  **  hig  fruiuU^^*  on 
be  committee  hiad  no  opportunity  of  nuiking  a 
lefenee.  The  same  time  was  afforded  them  to 
Dike  a  defence,  that  was  given  to  the  chairman 
0  write  the  report.  They  were  present  when 
be  decision  of  the  committee  was  made,  and  the 
ihsirman  received  his  instructions.  A  counter 
ifttemeni  might  have  been  prepared  and  offered, 
a  the  manner  pursued  by  Colonel  Johnson,  in  the 
louie  of  Representatives ;  or,  if  this  conrae  should 
are  been  thoaght  ineligible,  or  irregular  when  the 
eport  was  made  to  the  Senate,  it  might  have 
eeo  called  up  at  any  time,  and  a  resolution  of- 
!red,  approbating  or  excusing  the  conduct  of 
Seoeral  Jackson,  and  this  resolution  might  have 
een  prefaced  by  reasons  at  large,  in  opposition 
>  the  reasoas  offered  by  the  committee,  and  thus 
be  minority  oa  the  committee  would  have  had 

fall  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  public  the 
eault  of  their  deliberate  opinions  on  the  subject, 
ieittter  is  it  true,  '^  that  the  chairman  declined 
ooeziog  the  customary  resolutions  to  the  report." 
iut,  on  the  contrary,  the  fact  is  known  to  every 
lember  of  the  committee  that,  when  the  chair- 
lao  presented  the  report,  the  question  was  put 
y  him,  whether  resolutions  should  be  annexed, 
od  the  coonmittee  decided  unanimously  in  the 
egative.  Bat  it  appears,  by  the  strictures,  that 
le  chairman  of  the  committee  has  been  almost 
le  sole  actor  on  this  occasion,  and  has  had 
le  entire  control  of  the  committee,  and  of  the 
eoate. 

The  author  of  the  fiuietures,  in  thus  giving 
nporiance  to  the  individual  concerned,  has  un- 
itentioaally  dona  htm  too  much  honor,  the  ac- 
^ptance  of  whichY  at  the  expense  of  the  Senate, 
p  begs  leave  to  decline,  desirou^  as  it  relates  to 
imself,  of  beiag  oaly  considered  what  the  Sen- 
e  had  constituted  htm— the  chairman  of  the 
ilect  committee.  As  their  organ,  he  was  sab- 
ct  to  their  control,  and  acted  in  eooformity  to 
ieir  inslruetioas ;  as,  in  like  manner,  the  eom- 
littee  waa  controlled  by  the  Senate,  and  bound 
» observe  the  instructions  received  from  that 
>dy* 

And  it  was  a  aoarce  of  no  small  gratification 
}  thecommitlee  tefind  that  their  conduct  in  the 
ivestigatiea  was  approved  by  the  Senate,  and 
lat  it  was  so  approved  is  cMaifest  from  the  fol- 
)wiog  facu: 


•  'I 


The  woid  <*  fiimdSy"  is  ussd  as  a  quotation  Iram 
IS  Striolnrss.  It  is  esrtain  that  €bnsral  Jackson  had 
ot  an  sneay  on  the-coauaitteei  although  his  oonduct 
u  disapproved. 


On  the  17th  February,  1819,  Mr.  Forsjrth,  a 
member  of  the  select  committee,  resigned  bis  seat 
in  the  Senate,  and  of  course  was  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee;  and,  on  the  same  day,  a 
resolution  was  offered  in  the  Senate  proposing 
that  another  member  should  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee in  the  place  of  Mr.  Forsyth.  On  this 
question  a  discussion  took  place,  and  it  was  ex- 
pressly and  repeatedly  stated  that  the  remaining 
members  of  the  committee  were  equally  divided ; 
that,  unless  the  vacancy  was  filled,  no  report 
could  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  nature  of  the 
report  to  be  made,  and  the  additional  evidence 
procured,  was  also  fully  disclosed. 

The  members  of  the  committee  opposed  to  the 
report,  particularly  Mr.  King,  stated  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  his  object  was,  that  the  committee  should 
be  discharged ;  and,  tbat  the  Senate's  refusing  to 
add  another  member  to  the  committee  would  be 
equivalent  to  discharging  the  committee;  andy 
with  this  understanding,  to  try  the  princi|de,  and 
take  the  sense  of  the  Senate  in  discharging  the 
committee,  Mr.  Eaton  moved  the  postponement 
of  the  reiiolution  before  the  Senate  to  a  day  be* 
yond  the  session,  and  on  this  question  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called*-16  members  voting  in 
favor  of  the  postponement  and  21  against  it.* 

Thus  it  appears  that  tne  select  committee  of 
the  Senate  was  appointed  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  that  body ;  that  they  were  with  the  same  una- 
nimity vested  with  powers  to  send  for  persons 
and  paperS;  and  specially  instructed  to  make  the 
investigation;  and  that,  after  the  investigation 
had  been  naade,  the  facts  disclosed,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  the  report,  then  prepared,  were  made 
known  to  the  Senate. 

That  body,  by  a  strong  majority,  refused  to  re* 
lease  them,  and  held  them  to  a  discharge  of  their 
duty ;  so  that  It  is  not  the  committee  alone,  but 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  that  should  be 
considered,  as  they  really  are,  responsible  for  this 
transaction,  not,  unfortunately,  to  a  military  chief- 
tain, or  mtbaUerm  m  the  army,  but  to  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

JiunUthe  fucif  as  stated  by  the  author  of  the 
strictures,  that  Gteneral  Jackson  was  charged  in 
the  report,  with  acting  from  mercenary  motires 
and  vtews  of  speculation  in  Florida  lands.  No 
such  charge  was  made;  neither  can  such  a 
charge  be  fairly  inferred  from  any  pan  of  the 
report. 

The  words  selected  by  the  writer,  and  which 
are  tortured  into  such  a  charge,  are  these:  **  The 
tendeacy  of  these  measures  of  the  commanding 
Qeneral  seems  to  have  been  to  involve  the  nation 
in  a  war  wiUiout  her  consent,  and  for  reasons  of 
his  own  unoonnecled  with  his  military  func- 
tions." 

In  these  observations,  there  is  no  charge  of  the 
nature  complained  of,  either  expressed  or  im- 
plied, nor  was  any  such  designed ;  and  it  must 
have  <been  extreme  sensibility  on  this  subject 
that  could  have  induced  the  author  to  have 


*  See  the  annexed  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate. 
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dnwn  anch  an  iDforenec.  Tbe  plain  and  dbri- 
mis  meaniDg  of  these  words  are,  tbat  Qeaeral 
Jaeksoo,  as  a  military  officer,  had  do  rif  ht  to 
Judge  what  was  cause  of  war  with  a  neotral, 
and  his  attemptiDg  to  reason  and  aec  on  this 
subject  was  an  usurpation  of  the  eiril  powers  of 
the  GtoTerament,  aad,  of  course,  UDconnected 
with  his  military  functions. 

But}  fioce  BO  much  anxiety  has  been  discor- 
ered  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  and  so  much 
pains  taken  to  refute  a  charge  neFcr  made  on 
Qeoeral  Jackson,  but  hj  the  author  of  the  strict- 
ures, it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state,  that,  had  the 
committee  been  disposed  to  receive  and  eive 
credit  to  such  hearsay  evidence  as  that  on  which 
Arbuthnot  was  hung,  there  might  have  been 
more  necessity  for  the  elaborate  defeace  set  op 
on  this  point. 

Aad  thus  it  must  be  seen,  notwilhstaadiog 
what  is  said  in  the  Blriotures,  that  the  committee 
were  disposed  to  deal,  not  ooly  with  fairness,  but 
with  tenderaess,  con^rds  General  Jacksoo.  He 
was  heard  by  his  staff;  his  besom  friends,  and 
the  members  of  his  own  family,  were  selected  as 
the  witnesses;  aud,  when  a  call  was  made  io 
writing  on  the  Secretaty  of  War,  for  informa- 
tion, it  was  sent  to  Qeoeral  Jackson,  and  the 
inquiries  made  by  the  committee  were  answered 
bv  him ;  and  he  goes  at  laige  into  the  reasons 
tmt  induced  him  to  occupy  PensacoU.  This 
letter  of  General  Jaekson's  was  received  and 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  will  be  found 
amoag  the  documents  accompanying  their  re- 
port. Thua,  it  must  appear,  to  everv  unpreju- 
diced mind,  that  General  Jackson  had  not  only 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  furnishing  all  the  doeumenu  in 
his  possession,  but  that  the  committee  were  anx- 
ious, as  well  on  his  account  aa  on  account  of  tbe 
character  of  the  aation,  to  obuin  evidence  in 
justification  of  his  coaduct. 

It  now  beooraes  oeeesmry  to  take  somd  notice 
of  the  deposition  of  Golonel  Botler>  annexed  to 
the  Strictures.  This  gentleman  was  examined 
before  the  ciMUmittee,  and  his  ttstimofty  'Was 
taken  down  by  Mr.  Burrill,  a  member,  and  after- 
wards read  to  him,  and  he  assented  to  it  aa  writ- 
ten. After  which,  on  a  aobsequent  day,  when 
some  other  witoeaaes  were  exeaaioed,  it  appeared 
there  was  a  material  variance,  on  a  partieuiar 
fact,  between  their  evidence  and  that  of  Cokweli 
Butler ;  and  it  was  mentioned  to  Mr.  Baton,  by' 
the  chaitman.  that  the  probability  was,  that  the 
Colonel  had  been  miaiaken  as  to  that  fact,  and 
adviaed  him  to  mention  tbe  circnmataiice  to  him, 
that  if,  on  reflection,  ho  should  think  he  had 
fuUen  into  aa  error,  he  might  be  able  to  correct; 
it.  This  information  was  given  to  Colonel  But 
ler,  as  Mr.  Baton  afterwards  suted,  aad  the  Col 
onel  seat  word,  by  Mr.  Baton,  that  he  had,  on 
reflection,  diaeoTered  hia  miatake,  and  deaired 
the  eemmittee  to  alter  his  depesittoii ;  but  Mr. 
Batoo  was  requested  to  inform  the  Colontl  that 
he  most  attend  to  it  himself;  that  it  couMnoc 
be  done  in  his  abemee,  aad  on  the  auggeati^n  of 
another* 


It  la  true  that  Mr.  Burrill  did  sUti  toihcfl. 
cer  examined,  that  he  would  write  osthiepo' 
sition  in  a  fairer  hand,  and  he  vmld  kc£i 
upon  to  siga  it.  But  tt  is  a  &ct  eqodhoK. 
aad  which  should  have  been  stand  is  Colnd 
Butler's  last  depoaitioo,  that  then  oflwi  Id 
the  city  before  time  was  given  for  the  depotnos 
to  be  made  out,  and  renaiaed  abseit  vbuImv 
the  close  of  the  aeasion,  aad  after  the  report  oi 
docomeats  were  printed.  It  was  not  to  bn 
been  expected  that,  after  the  fairBC«,ttieiJa 
the  kindnees,  of  the  committee^  towtnbColMel 
Butler,  as  it  regarded  hb  leMioMMf^  M  k 
would,  on  his  oath,  afterwards  bsreahije^ 
himself  in  any  reflections  on  that  eoaaiue; 
more  eapeciaUy  when  it  is  considered  (if  tfce 
Strictures  be  true,  nod  it  is  believed  (^«R 
written  under  his  eye)  that  he  was  omiikiB 
another  fact  that  wasocated  bjr  him-tfaitof  tte 
Governor  of  Tennessee  bdag  in  NadiviUe  tta 
General  Jackson  called  out  and  orgiiiaitk 
volimleera.  There  ia  no  disposilios  feitoii- 
jure  the  feeliags  of  Coloael  Butler,  bat  kanU 
not  have  invited  discoaaioa  on  asobjcetofnd 
delicacy  to  himself. 

But.  to  sikftce  forever  all  clamor  oiikak- 
ject  ot  depositions,  aad  to  remore  eref  M 
from  the  minds  of  the  most  suspieioai,<^tR 
referred  to  the  origioal  depositioBi  tinaaeln^ 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secreury  ofckeSei- 
ale,  aad  in  the  very  words  asad  bf  (k(a,tti 
written  by  Mr.  Burrill,  and  vnmMf^^; 
proved  by  the  witneaaea  themeelTCB.  AkL  e 


the  trouble  be  taken  to  compare  the  w^  ^ 
poaitiooa  with  the  printed  copi«  ii  ^^ 
found  that  aot  a  aiagle  alteratioa  viiut^" 
those  of  a  verbal  nature,  except  ia  ibe^cpw^ 
of  General  Gibson,  in  two  pangis|ili^  ^^ 
were  made  by  himaelf,  aad  at  liiiofB  ma^ 
in  the  preaence  of  Ms*  BurrUl  aod  tkcektHOU, 
and  after  hia  depoaltiou  waa  io  tbehio6  of  tbe 
printer. 

Having  already  observed  tbat  GeoenlOtlitf* 
had  made  some  alteration  io  hisfintdcf^j^ 
it  is  aecessary,  for  a  oorivct  kaowledfie  w^' 
plaaatioa  of  this  auhfect,  to  refer  id  bis  «mh 
depoaition,  aa  ii  apf)eared  ia  the  Iatelligciie[« 
the  iOth  Biarch.  In  ibis  it  is  lai^  ^^f' 
Borrill  aad  theehaiiman  had  iefaNdtoI«i«« 
add  to  hia  aMUemcsit  two  lelievs  tbat bi«^ 
eecd  aeceiuary  to  illuatraie  the  salqcct.  i/J 
true  that  Geaatal  Qtbsoo  wu  ftdd,  tbii  beaiP 
strike  out  what  he  thought  pt eper  fi<«  ">^f 
poaitioUf  but  he  oouki  notadd  aey  MvM^^ 
that  aoukl  only  he  done  by  a  minority  of  #|^ 

mitiee  when  authorixed  to  call  for  ^^^j 
witnesses ;  that  the  commillee  ea  tbe  i>¥V 
the  Semioole  war,  haviug  made  their  Kff^jT 
out  of  existeaae,  aad  no  power  remuit^'T 
those  membera  who  had  compeaad  ^^ 
tee  more  than  any  othera  of  the  Seaalt*  vv^ 
ral  Gibson  then  stated,  that  ''he  bad  pv^'j^, 
laieers  In^oeatimi  to  Mr.  Bataa,  of  tbe<^ 
tea,ootte  eoaaidefablo  time  bcfiN^  w  i^PT 
him  to  lay  them  befofo4ho  tmwSfm^»^^ 
them  attached  to  hia  depoaitioa."  <)Mi*' 


2877 


jLFPTBSm&. 


asra 


iSbMmofo  War^M^,  LcBCod^  A|»/y. 


SOD  WM'tiMm  hsfoniMtf  tbtt  ^  b^  suck  letters  bail 
been  pat  in- possession  of  tbe  eommirtee  by  Mr. 
Baton."  This  conrersattoD  took  place  in  the 
Secretary's  office»  wbiU  tbe  Senate  was  in  sea- 
sioQ,  On  my  return  to  the  Senate  Chamber, 
Mr.  Eaton  was  asked  by  roe,  privately,  whether 
or  not  such  letters  had  been  received  by  him 
from  General  Gibson,  he  said,  ^they  had,  and 
he  had  net  thought  proper  to  lay  them  before  the 
committee." 

All  those  facts  relatire  to  the  letter  were  after- 
wards stated  by  msi  in  my  place,  when  the  Sen- 
ate was  in  session ;  and  Mr.  Eaton  was  called 
upon  to  state  whether  he  had  not  received  such 
letters  and  withheld  them  from  the  committee ; 
and  he  stated  to  the  Senate  that  he  had,  and  that 
he  never  had  submitted  them  to  iha  committee. 
Thus  it  will  appear  that,  so  far  from  refusiof  to 
admit  the  introduction  of  those  papers  into  the 
statement  of  General  Gibson,  the  committee  never 
knew  of  their  existence  until  after  the  report  was 
made.  It  is  but  fair  to  observe  that  General  Gib- 
son has  been  long  known  to  me,  and  no  one  is 
more  willing  to  subscribe  to  his  eorieetness  as  an 
)ffieer,  and  private  worth  as  a  man  $  and  it  is  con- 
idently  believed,  that,  when  convinced  of  the 
act,  that  he  has  charged  the  committee  with  an 
n^propriety  of  coodv^t,  that,  if  improperj  can 
mt  attach  to  a  single  member,  he  will  rejoice  at 
laringan  opportunity  of  cotrecilag  the  error* 

In  a  postscript  to  the  Strictures,  it  is  stated-  that 
3«oeimi  Jackscft  told  a  aaerabef  of  the  committee 
hmt  he  waa  wiUing  to  ^o  belbre  them  aad^  dis- 
lose  all  the  doeonents  m  his  possemion. 

If  Gteneial  Jackson  did  say  this  to  a  meoibcr,  it 
(ftust  have  been  designed  as  an  insult  to  the  com* 
Qittee  and  to  the  Senate;  he  must  have  eoustder* 
id  that  body  in  the  Hgbt  of  sabalteros  in  tbe  Army, 
LDd  he  therefo»  eaSamoendt  to  teil  them  thai  Ac 
#  wUUng  to  apptav  before  their  eomwuitteei 

That  committee  was  vested  by  the  Senate  with 
all  power  to  call  every  officer  in  the  QoveanmMit 
lefof  e  theoBy  and  it  was  not  necessarv  for  the  Oen* 
tm\  to  have  given  thb  evidence  of  oia  great  cea- 
lescension,  to  have  pot  them  in  miod  of  the  ex* 
cot  of  tbcif  powers,  or  their  obltgaiions  of  duty 
9  the  Senate. 

The  reasens  for  not  calling  Gtooeral  Jackson 
efore  the  committee  were  of  a  diffisfeat  charae* 
er,  ariaiog  from  the  peouliar  sttoation  in  which 
M  offioialTy  stood,  and  his  coaaexioa  with  the 
abject  of  inquiry.  But,  if  the  Qeoefal  was  wfl« 
Lag  to  diseloae  other  documents  to  the  cemmil* 
$e,  why  weeeiiot  theee  docuaaeato  trmaamitted 
9  the  Bczecntive  Depafftmeat  ef  the  Qovernoieac 
od  filed  in  the  War  Offise,  from  which  they 
tight  have  been  obtained ;  or,  ape  we  left  to  pro* 
ome  that  Qeoeral  Jackson  is  in  possesaien  of 
icts  of  an  offieiai  nalur^  that  he  will  not  oo/ik* 
\e9cend  to  lay  before  the  Fresideat  of  the  United 
Uates,  to  whom  he  should  fad  himsell  responsi- 
le  for  his  conduct  1 

There  is  one  charge  in  the  Sttiatores  that  ap» 
rlies  exclusively  to  the  ohairman  of  the  cocamit* 
ee--*tbat  of  being  a  partner  with  theoentmctor ; 
he  failacf  of  ibis  chayg^  as  well  aa.iu  dclibeimte 


design  40  inJIiet  a  prlvate-injurvonf  a  man,  whose 
only  offence  ^Mis  aa  independent  discharge  of 
official  duties,  is  fuUy  proven  by  the  annexed  de- 
position of  the  conlracfeor  hioaself,  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin G.  Orr,  who  is  no^  the  Mayor  of  the  Citf 
of  Washington^ 

I  shall  now  close  these  observations,  which 
have  been  extorted  from  me  by  the  peculiar  and 
violent  character  of  the  Strictures  in  question, 
and  the  source  from  whence  they  emanated.  It 
is  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  as  it  is  the 
first,  that  it  may  be  the  last  occasion  that  may 
occur,  to  impose  a  similar  dut)r  on  a  member  of 
the  National  Legislature :  that  in  future  no  opitU 
itarv  officer  of  Government,  either  humble  or 
exalted,  will  so  far  lose  sight  of  the  duty  and  re- 
spect due  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  nation,  aa 
to  fall  into  similar  errors;  and,  if  reason  were  for 
a  moment  allowed  to  assume  ita  empire  in  tbe 
minds  of  the  most  violent  among  them,  it  would 
be  discovered,  that  inevitable  disgrace  to  the  in- 
dividual concerned  would  be  the  consequence  of 
such  measuresi  perhaps  the  prostration  of  tbe  army, 
whose  very  existence  does  and  ought  to  depend 
on  a  conviction  in  the  public  mind,  that  the  Mil- 
itary Department  of  the  Government  is  subject 
to  and  subordinate  to  the  civil  powers. 

While  this  principle  is  practically  observed  by 
officers  of  the  army»  that '  establishment  will  be 
found  useful,  but,  once  abandoned,  the  affmy'be»> 
comes  dangerous  to  public  libefty,  and  ought  and 
should  be  reduced. 

These  observations  arise  not,  as  is  atlMei^ 
from  ^spleaetic  hostility  to  the  army,"  but  mn 
a  sincere  detlve  to  preserre  and  make  it  uaefnii 
and  time  wili  discover,  uuless  a  change  of  con- 
d«ct  is  observed)  that  the  deadliest  enemies  of 
tbe  army  are  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  ofikera 
who  command  it.  And  oader  these  impres8ioo% 
and  inthe  spirit  a(  sincere  friendship  to  those 
officers,  the  writer  ventures  to  tender  to  them 
this  honest  adrice :  That  they  chasten  and  mod- 
erate their  tempers,  and  restrain  the  violence  of 
their  rage  against  tbe  civil  officers  of  Govern- 
ment, and,  instead  ofcuttiag  ofi*  the  ears  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  sharpen  their  swords  to  meet 
their  country's  enemies  in  the  fields  when  they 
shall  be  so  directed  by  tbe  civil  powers.  Let 
them  ''cease  to  do  etii,  and  learn  to  do  well;'* 
never  forgetting  that  they  too  are  subject  to  legal 
connrol,  and  but^  at  best,  **  subordinate^'  servants 
in  tbe  ^at  political  household* 

If  this  adrioe  be  taken,  their  former  transgres* 
fiens  may  be  forgiven  and  forgotten  b^  a  mag^ 
nanimous  people,  who  still  remember,  with  giatir 
tode  aad  pride,  their  former  services.  But  if  thia 
wholesome  and  friendly  adriee  be  disregarded; 
and  i(  in  despite  of  the  dictates  of  prudence  and 
rcMon,  they  will  persevere  in  this  career  of  mad- 
ness and  folly,  they  must  perish  in  their  military 
sins,  and  wtM  perhaps^  when  it  is  too  late^  be 
fully  convinced  that  it  would  hdve  eentriboted  to 
their  true  interest  and  honor,  to  have  Hstened  to 
and  followed  the  frank  and  caodid  admonitions 
of  their  fVlend  dMS* 

A.  LACOCK. 
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EastradfremtkeJaummioftheSenaie. 
Wbdnbsdat,  February  17,  1819. 

Mr.  Lacock  sabmitted  the  following  motion : 
JRetohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee 
already  appointed  on  the  anbiect  of  the  Seminole  war. 
In  place  of  Mr.  Fortytht  who  hai  recently  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  foreign  miaiion. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  EaUm^ 
That  the  further  considerRtion  thereof  be  post- 

Soned  until  the  5th  day  of  March  next,  it  was 
etermined  in  the  negative — yeas  16^  nays  3L 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jxicock^ 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present,  those  who  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.   Crittenden,    Dickerson,   Baton,    Ed- 
wards, Fromentin.  Johnson,  King,  Leake,  Mor- 
row, Otis,   Rugbies,    Sanford,   Stokes,   Storer, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson. 
Those  who  voted  m  the  negative,  are — 
Messrs.  Barbour,  BarriU,  Dageett,  Eppes,  G^ail- 
lard,    Goldsborough,   Horsev,  Hunter,  Lacock, 
Macon,  Mellen,  Noble,  Palmer,  Roberts,  Tait, 
Talbot,  Taylor,  Thomas,   Tichenor,  Vandyke, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 
The  motion  having  been  agreed  to- 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  DJppeebe  the  member. 


ARREST  OF  CAPTAIN  OBED  WBlfiHT,  Of 
THE  GEORGIA  mLITIA. 


[Commaniealed  to  the  Home,  Deetsibcr  18,1811) 

7b  the  Hou9t  of  lUprtaentativaofihe  UniUiSi^. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  theHtHw 
of  the  10th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Set- 
retary  of  War,  with  copies  of  the  correfpoadesct 
between  the  Qovernor  of  Georgia  and  M&ja 
Gkneral  Jackson,  on  the  sobjeet  of  the  trresicf 
Capuin  Obed  Wright. 

JAMES  uomoi 

December  12, 1818. 


M  t  at 


Wasbinoton  oountt. 

DiMnct  of  Columbia^  to  vni : 

Personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
Benjamin  G.  Orr,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Brangelista  of  Almighty  God,  that  Abaer  La* 
ooek,  Esq.,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
aylvania,  was  not  directly  nor  indirectly  eon- 
eerned  with  him  in  any  contract  which  he  has 
had  with  the  War  Department,  at  any  time,  and 
particularly  with  that  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  the  author  of  the  Strictures,  on  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  says  "  it  has  been  inti- 
mated  that"  he  '*  was  interested^  in,  neither  was 
his  son  at  all  concerned  further  than  as  an  agent, 
at  a  stated  salary  per  annum. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that,  a  few  days 
prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  ^strictures,"  in  eon- 
Tersation  with  General  Jackson,  on  the  subject  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  tne  Senate,  he  was 
asked  by  the  General,  if  Mr.  Lacock,  who  had 
been  his  agent  at  Fort  Scott,  was  the  eon  of  the 
Senator  of  that  name,  and,  on  being  anawered  in 
the  affirmatiTe,  he  further  asked,  if  he  might  so 
state  it;  the  deponent  replied,  that  as  a  fact,  he 
might  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleased;  but  that  he 
oould  not  perceive  any  connexion  between  it  and 
the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  committee;  and, 
having  been  told  that  morning  that  a  suspicion 
was  entertained  that  General  Lacock  had  oeen  a 
partner  in  his  Georgia  contract,  the  deponent 
took  that  opportunity  of  assuring  General  Jack- 
son that  it  was  wholly  without  foundation,  which 
the  General  admitted  he  had  been  apprized  of. 
And  further  this  deponent  eaith  not. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  17ih  day  of  March,  1819. 

JOSEPH  FORREST. 


War  Dbpabtxeht,  Decli^m. 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the Hsee 
of  Representatives  of  the  10th  instant,  tbeS(^ 
r^lwrj  of  War  has  the  honor  to  trtiumittoik 
President  of  the  United  States  copies  of  tlteeo^ 
respondence  between  the  Governor  of  the  Sate 
of  Georgia  and  Major  General  Jaeksoo,  relnin 
to  the  arrest  of  Captain  Obed  Wright,  tnssait- 
ted  by  them  to  this  Department. 

J.  0.  CALHOOJf. 


Executive  Dspartmeht,  Qsm^ 
MiUedgevaU^Mel^m^ 

Sir  :  You  will  no  doabt  have  been  iiibrae^ 
by  General  Jackson,  ere  this  reaches  foo,  of  u 
anfortanate  attack  recently  made  hj  s  ^toe^ 
ment  of  Georgia  militia^  under  eonaisDd  of  ^ 
tain  Obed  Wright,  on  a  village  is  the  Crh 
nation  of  Indians,  situated  on  the  wen  si^  j 
Flint  river,  generally  known  by  the  une « 
Chehaw. 

In  order  to  bring  the  cf rcumstioca  of  ^ 
transaction  fully  before  yon,  I  mnstbcfJaf^^ 
refer  you  lo  a  copy  of  a  letter  writtca  kf  Rf^(^^ 
General  Jaekcoo,  (herewith  enclosed,)  1^*"^ 
you  will  perceive,  that  soon  after  ihc  u«T  ^' 
tered  the  nation,  and  paeeed  Fort  Eailf,ikelfl- 
diaas  in  that  neighborhood,  espeeiaUrtiwivo 
towns  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Flint  nftr, 
generally  deaominated  Hopaonees,  sad  PbueiD- 
mees,  from  chiefs  of  that  name,  had  reeoBaeteed 
their  depredations  on  oar  frontier.  After  bijiBf 
waited  a  considerable  time  in  ezpectstios  of  f^ 
eeivin^an  answer  from  theGeaeral,  bat  »^^ 
and  being  repeatedly  and  earnestly  K<|oeficd^ 
thedistiessed  inhabitants  of  that  frooiier  to  ifl«^ 
them  protection  against  the  inroadsof  tbesin{9i 
and  being  fully  satisfied  by  letters  from  re^' 
able  citizens  from  that  quarter,  that  ^^T^ 
and  depredations  committed  were  bf  »^^ 
from  the  above-named  towns,  I  took  upoia!^^ 
the  responsibility  of  ordering  a  decacboent  lo^ 
service  for  the  special  purpose  of  destrofi^"'^ 
having  been  convinced,  by  ej[perieoee,tbii*i^ 
detachments,  stationed  on  the  frontiers,  were^ 
sufficient  to  insure  protection  to  the  io^f^ 
as  the  Indians,  acquainted  with  their  sitoi^ 
watched  favorable  opportunities  for  comaS 
on  some  nngoarded  point,  comDictiflf  "f[;.S 
and  returning  with  imponity.    On  tbe  »^ " 
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^orember  last,  I  recfired  a  rtqaisitipa  from  the 
^ar  Departmeat,  reqoeftting  me  to  aauae  to  be 
letailed,  from  Major  Geoeral  Floyd's  division, 
ive  handred  men,  for  the  special  purpose  of  as- 
istiDff  in  the  reduction  of  Amelia  Island.    Or- 
lers  for  this  purpose  were  immediately  giyen  to 
iiajor  Qenerai  Floyd,  who,  viewing  it,  as  I  did, 
;  case  of  emergency,  drew  the  whole  of  the  re- 
[Uisition  from  the  first  brigade  of  bis  dirisioo. 
inder  the  impression  that  their  services  woala 
le  required  on  that  occasion  only.    Before  the 
organization  of  the  troops  could  be  completed, 
Vmelia  Island  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  regular 
orce  sent  against  it.    General  Floyd,  notwiih- 
ng,  completed  the  organization,  and,  without 
onsolting  me  at  all,  they  were  ordered  to  the 
rontier  at  different  points.    Some  were  ordered 
o  Hartford  to  join  the  two  regiments,  which 
vere  then  organizing  to  go  against  the  Indians, 
greeably  to  a  request  of  General  Gaines.  Among 
bese  was  Captain  Wright's  company  from  Sa* 
annab.    At  the  time  they  marched,  however, 
he  captain,  from  ili-heahb,  was  unable  to  accom- 
»aDy  them,  but  shortly  after  followed  on  to  Hart- 
ord,  and  assumed  the  command  of  a  small  de- 
acbment  left  there,  although  it  since  appears  he 
ad  never  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
Jnited  States.    Captain  Wright  having  tendered 
is   services  to  lead  the  expedition,  and,  from 
ircumstances  above  mentioned,  believing  I  bad 
he  right  to  command  him,  they  were  accepted, 
accordingly  ordered  two  companies  of  cavalry 
'om  two  adjacent  counties,  and  two  companies 
f  infantry,  which  I  had  previously  ordered  to 
ifferent  posts  on  the  frontier,  to  rendezvous  at 
lartford,  and  report  themselves  to  Capt.  Wright, 
od  also  directea  Captain  Wright  to  call  on  Cap- 
ita Both  well,  then  in  the  service  of  the  United 
tates,  stationed  at  Fort  Early,  for  assistance, 
lould  it  be  necessary.    The  only  reason  I  have 
>  offer  for  calling  on  the  troops  in  the  service  of 
le   United  States  is,  the  danger  to  which  the 
on  tier  was  exposed,  and  the  necessity  for  put- 
ng  a  stop  to  the  incursions  of  the  savages,  which 
>u  Id  only  be  done  by  the  destruction  of  their 
»WDS|iQ  order  that  the  inhabitants  might  relani 
i  their  homes,  and  prepare  their  farms  for  cul* 
vation,  the  season  for  doing  so  having  then 
lanmenced.    The  party,  on  their  march  learnr 
ig  that  Hopaonee  had  left  his  own  village,  and 
ftd  taken  up  his  residence  at  the  Chehaw  town, 
»ok  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  pursuing 
im  there;  and,  baviag  reached  the  town,  oom- 
leneed  an  attack  on  itj  the  result  of  which  was, 
lat  several  of  the  friendly  Indians  were  killed. 
^B  the  detachment  was  ordered  into  service  by 
le  State's  authority,  and  as  they  had  violated 
leir  orders  by  destroying  a  friendly  town,  I  had 
rdered  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
ommanding  officer  before  a  militsiry  tribunal ; 
ut  I  have  since  determined  to  stay  all  further 
roceedinffs  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  of 
tie  United  States  should  be  known  on  the  sub- 
let.    Captain  Wright  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  but  was  released  by  the  civil 
uthority.    I  have  since  had  him  arrested,  and 


shall  keep  him  confined  to  await  the  President's 
decision.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
General  Jackson's  letter  to me^demanding  forth* 
with  the  delivery  of  Captain  Wright  to  the  offi- 
cers sent  by  him  to  arrest  and  confine  him.  It  is 
a  production  as  inflammatory  and  indecorous,  as 
it  is  unbecoming  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier.  En- 
closed you  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  Qenerai  in  reply. 

Should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Presi* 
dent,  I  would  prefer  that  the  case  of  Captain 
Wright  be  referred  to  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  which  will  be  held  in  Savannah, 
in  December  next. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  dbc. 

WM.  RABUN. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calbooh, 

.  Secretary  of  War,  Waehingfon. 


EXBCITTIVE  DePARTMEMT,  GfiORGIA, 

MUUdgeviUe,  March,  21, 1818. 

Sir  :  Your  have  no  doubt  been  apprized  that, 
since  your  departure  from  Hartford  with  the 
Georgia  militia,  the  Indians  have  been  hovering 
on  the  frontier  of  Telfair  county  i  that  they  have 
killed  a  Mr.  Bush,  and  wounded  his  son,  and, 
being  pursued  bjjr  the  citizens  of  that  country, 
have  met  in  hostile  array,  when  an  engagement 
took  place,  which  lasted  near  an  hour,  in  which 
our  little  detachment,  consisting  of  only  thirty-four 
men,  lost  seven  killed  and  a  number  badly  wound* 
ed.  This  rencounter  has  excited  considerable 
alarm  on  that  froatier,  and  the  inhabitants  are, 
in  many  instances,  flying  from  their  homes,  for 
the  want  of  protection* 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  request 
that  you  will  be  s.>  good  as  to  station  some  troopa 
near  the  Big  Bend  of  the  Ockmulgee,  and  at  or 
near  the  most  assailable  points  below  that  place. 
If  it  is  not  tonvenieni  for  you  to  furnish  the  oe» 
cessary  force,  you  will  please  give  directions  for 
supplying  such  detachments  as  may,  in  that  event, 
be  ordered  into  the  service,  under  the  authoritv 
of  the  Stat?,  with  rations,  dtc.  I  hope  you  will 
write  me  on  this  subject  without  delav,  as  fntt 
alarm  has  been  produced  by  the  hostile  attitude 
which  the  enemy  has  assumed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  RABUN. 

Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  Jaokson, 

U.  8.  ilrmy.  Creek  naiion. 


Executive  Department,  Georoia, 

MUUdgeviUe,  June  1, 1818. 

Sir:  I  have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receive 
yours  of  the  7th  ultimo,  founded  on  a  communi- 
cation from  General  Glasscock,  relative  to  an  at- 
tack recently  made  on  the  Chehaw  village.  Had 
you,  sir,  or  General  Glasscock,  been  in  possession 
of  the  facts  which  produced  the  affair,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  at  least,  that  you  would  not  have  in- 
dulged in  a  strain  so  indecorous  and  unbecoming. 
I  had,  on  the  Slst  of  March  last,  stated  the  situa- 
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ti6D  of  oar  bleeding  froQtier  to  yoa,  «id  req«etied 
yov,  in  respectful  termat  to  detach  a  part  of  yosr 
•overwhelming  force  for  oar  protection,  or  that 
you  would  furnish  supplies,  and  I  woold  order 
out  more  troops;  to  which  you  have  never  yet 
deigned  to  reply.  Ton  state,  in  a  very  haughty 
tonie,  that  *'  I,  as  Qovemor  of  a  State,  within  your 
military  division,  have  no  right  to  give  a  military 
order  whilst  you  are  in  the  field*"  Wretched 
and  contemptible,  indeed,  must  be  our  situation, 
if  that  be  the  fact.  When  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  Qeorpfia  shall  have  been  proetrated  at 
the  feet  of  military  despotism,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  this  imperious  doctrine  be  tamely  sab- 
mitted  to.  You  ma^  rest  assured,  that,  if  the 
savages  continue  their  depredations  on  our  un* 
protected  frontier,  I  shall  tliiak  aod  act  for  myself 
in  that  respect. 

Tou  demand  that  Captain  Wright  be  delivered 
in  irons  to  your  agent.  Major  Davis.  If  you,  sir, 
are  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you,  that  Captain  Wright  was  not  under 
yoar  command,  for  ne  had  been  appointed  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Chatham  county  miliua,  which  hod 
been  draughted  for  the  sfiecial  purpose  of  assist* 
iag  General  Gaines  in  reducing  Amelia  Island. 
Tmx  obiect  having  been  accomplished  before  our 
militia  nad  taken  the  field.  General  Gaines,  as 
soon  as  their  organisation  vras  completed,  ao- 
smned  the  right  to  order  them  to  the  frontier, 
without  ever  eoosultiog  the  State  authority  on 
the  subject.  Captain  Wright,  at  that  time  being 
in  a  state  of  debility,  failed  to  march,  and  of 
course  was  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
^  United  States.  He.  however,  followed  on  to 
Hartford,  where,  fiadin^  himself  not  likely  to  be 
received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
tendered  his  services  to  command  the  contem- 
plated expedition,  which  were  accordingly  ac- 
cepted. Having  violated  his  orders  by  destroying 
the  Chehaw  village,  instead  of  Hopaunees  and 
Philemmees  towns,  against  which  the  expedition 
was  directed)  I  had,  previous  to  reoeiving  your 
demand,  ordered  him  to  be  arrested ;  but  before 
he  was  apnreheaded  agreeably  to  my  orders,  he 
was  taken  by  your  agent,  and  afterwards  liberated 
by  the  civil  authority.  1  have  since  had  him  ar- 
rested and  confined,  and  shall  communicate  the 
whole  transaction  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  letters, 
ibave  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

WM.  RABUN. 
Maj.  Gen.  Aniniew  Jaokbon. 


vannah^  where  I  intend  €a  pnrsoe  hvm;  tf'be  is 
taken,  I  will  notify  you  tmmediacely. 
I  have  the  hcmov  to  be,  dbe^ 

JOHN  M.  DAYfS, 
A$9ittani  Mrupedor  €fma^ 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhouk, 

Secretfiry  of  War, 


Fort  Hawkhts,  Gboroia, 

May  17, 1818. 

Sia:  I  was  ordered  on  the  6th  instant  foam 
Fort  Gadsden  to  Georgia;  on  the  8th  instant,  I 
was  overtaken  by  an  express  from  Major  Generai 
A.  Jackson,  with  the  enclosed  communications ; 
Iproceeded  without  delay  to  Hartford;  Captain 
Wright  was  gone  before  I  arrived.  I  now  hasten 
to  MiUedgeville  to  deliver  General  Jackson's  let* 
ter  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia. 

Captain  Wright,  I  understand,  has  gene  to  Sa- 


HBAna'Rs,  Division  op  tub  South, 

Aft^  7,  mi 

Sib:  Tou  will  send,  or  deliver  penonEf.u 
you  may  deem  most  advisable,  the  encloBeialk 
to  Kanard,  with  instructions  to  explain  tk sab- 
stance  to  the  Chehaw  warriors. 

Tou  will  proceed  thence  to  Hartford,  ifiGeoi^ 
gia,  and  use  your  endeavors  to  arrest,  and^nf« 
over  in  irons  to  the  military  aathority  at  Fan 
Hawkins,  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Georgia  cili- 
tia,  who  has  been  guilty  of  the  ootrafe  afaiaa 
the  women  and  superannuated  men  m  the  Che' 
haw  village.  Should  Wright  hare  left  brt- 
ford^  you  will  call  upon  the  GoTernor  of  Geetgii 
to  aid  you  in  his  arrest. 

To  enable  you  to  execute  the  above^foaire 
authorized  to  take  in  company  with  you  ck  Tea- 
nesseans  that  went  from  hence  lately  fei  Fort 
Scott,  and  await,  if  you  think  it  necessv|^tk 
arrival  of  the  Georgians,  now  on  march  osda 
Major  Porter. 

You  will  direct  the  officer  commanding  at  Fen 
Hawkins  to  keep  Capuin  Wright  in  close  esa- 
finement  until  the  will  of  the  President  be  knowL 

The  accompanying  letters  of  the  Secretary  d 
War  and  the  Governor  of  Georgia  you  will  ctie 
charge  of  until  you  reach  a  post  office. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mtijar  General  comma^i^. 

Major  Davi9. 


Sir:  Send,  with  the  aocompaayiag  letter,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  the  tdk  te  the 
Chehaw  nation,  the  order  to  yoa,  and  tke  ketier 
to  the  Governor  of  Georgia :  they  ate  left  epta 
for  this  purpose* 

The  copies  of  Glasscock's  letters  will  oecea- 
paav  that  to  the  Secretary  of  War  aad  the  lecter 
to  the  Governor  of  Georgia.    Toaro.  dkc. 

J.  GADSDEN,  -  ^       ' 


HoADa'sa,  Division  of  Tas  Soun, 

Ma^  7, 18i& 

[7  miles  iK>m  Fort  Gadedea,  »  o'dfA] 

Sia:  I  halt  my  armv  to  enolooe  you  i  esai- 

muaicatioa  which  has  this  moment  been  leeeired 

by  express  from  General  Glasscock.    The  eotrtge 

which  has  been  committed  upon  the  sopena- 

nuated  warriors,  women,  and  children,  whose  son 

were  then  in  the  field  in  the  service  of  the  XJmttd 

Slates,  merits  the  severest  cbastieemeaL   1^ 

interference,  too,  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia  vitk 

the  duties  imposed  on  me,  claion  the  earlicscat- 

teotion  of  the  President. 

All  the  effects  of  my  oampaiga  may,  by  tbis 
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le  act,  be  desiroytd,  »id  the  wme  teenet  of  uim- 
icre  and  moider,  with  which  our  frontier  settlers 
kve  been  visited,  epAin  repeated. 

Oa  mj  mareh  from  Hartford  to  Port  Scott, 
le  Deccssities  of  ray  array  were  first  relieved  at 
le  Chehaw  village,  and  everv  act  of  friendship 
baracterized  the  eondoct  of  their  old  chiefs. 
'be  young  warriors  innediately  entered^  and 
^ere  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
la  tee;  and,  under  the  comraand  of  Colonel  Ka* 
ard,  were  esteemed  one  of  the  most  efficient 
>rps  of  friendly  Indians.  What  mast  be  their 
el  logs,  on  reinrning  to  the  vicinity  of  their 
omes,  after  the  privations,  fatly nes,  and  dangers 
!*  a  long  mareh,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
fates,  to  find  their  bouses  consumed,  their  farai- 
ts  dispersed,  and  their  old  warriors  and  chiefs 
iteherottsly  and  inhumanly  murdered,  you  must 
ell  know  now  to  estimate. 

I  have  written  to  Hartford  to  have  Captain 
^ri^ht  arrested  and  ironed,  until  the  will  (m  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  is  known ;  and  I 
are  requested  of  the  Governor  of  Qeor|^ia  to  aid 
I  the  execution  of  this  order,  should  Wright  have 
ft  that  place. 

I  shall  send  a  talk  to  the  Chehaws,  explaining, 
s  satisfactorily  as  possible,  this  most  iniquitous 
roceediai^ 

Copies  of  the  above  are  enclosed. 
Yours,  rcspeetfally, 

ANDRKW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calbouni 

Secniarif  qf  War. 


MM 


Fort  Baely,  April  30, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inlbrm  you  that 
ly  command  has  safely  reached  this  place,  hav« 
Qg  suffered  some  little  for  the  want  of  meat, 
^he  gods  have  proved  equally  propitious  to  us, 
a  oar  return  as  on  oifr  advance  at  Mickaaoky. 
(ome  of  my  men  were  nearly  out  of  com,  and, 
earching  about  some  old  houses  that  had  not 
teen  consumed,  to  see  if  they  eould  make  any 
itscovery,  in  entering  one  of  them,  to  their  great 
stonishment  and  surprise,  they  caoie  across  the  * 
naa  who  was  lost  froo^  Captain  Watkin's  com- 
MkDYi  on  the  2d  of  ApriL  It  appears,  firom  his 
tatement,  that  he  was  taken  with  a  kind  of 
',f  amp,  aad  was  unable  to  move  and  became  senee- 
ess.  When  he  recovered,  he  became  completely 
)ewildered,  and  never  could  teach  the  camp;  be 
herefoee  conckided  it  was  prudent  to  secrete  him- 
telf  in  some  swamp,  and,  after  vaadecing  about 
lome  time,  came  across  a  pnrcel  of  corn,  on 
svhich  he  subsisted  until  we  found  him ;  he  was 
rery  much  reduced,  and  apparently  perfectly 
wild.  On  that  night  Grav  struck  a  trail,  pursued 
it  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  came  to  a  small  hut, 
which  fortunately  contained  fifty  or  sixty  bushels 
of  corn,  some  potatoes  and  peas,  which  enabled 
US  to  reach  the  Flint,  opposite  Chehaw  village; 
when,  arriving  within  thirty  miles  of  the  place, 
I  sent  on  Major  Robinson,  with  n  detachment  of 
twenty  men,  to  procure  beef.  On  his  arriviog 
there,  the  Indians  had  fled  in  every  direction; 


the  Chehaw  town  having  been  consumed  about 
four  days  before,  by  a  party  of  men  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty,  under  a  Captain  Wright, 
now  in  command  of  Hertford. 

It  appears  that,  after  he  assumed  the  comnxaad 
of  that  place,  he  obtained  the  certificates  of  seve- 
ral men  on  the  frootierj  that  the  Chehaw  Indians 
were  engaged  in  a  skirmish  on  the  Big  Bend. 
He  immeuiatdy  sent  or  went  to  the  Governor, 
and  received  orders  to  destroy  the  towns  of  Phi- 
lemmee  and  Opaunee.  Two  companies  of  eav« 
alrv  were  immediately  ordered  out  and  placed 
unuer  his  command,  and  on  the  22d  he  reached 
this  place.  He  ordered  Captain  Both  welt  to  fur- 
nish  him  with  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  to  ac- 
company him,  having  been  authorized  to  do  so 
by  the  Governor.  The  order  was  complied  with* 
Captain  Bothwell  told  him  that  he  could  not  ac- 
company him,  disapproved  the  plan,  aod  informed 
Captain  Wright  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
the  friendship  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter ;  and 
stated  that  Opaunee  had  brooffht  in  a  public  horse 
that  had  been  lost  that  da  v.  This  availed  nothing ; 
mock  patriotism  burnea  in  their  breasts;  they 
crossed  the  river  that  night,  and  pushed  for  the 
town.  When  arrived  there,  an  Indian  was  dis- 
covered grazing  some  cattle ;  he  was  made  a  pris- 
oner. I  am  informed  by  Sergeant  Jones,  that  the 
Indian  immediately  proposed  to  go  with  the  in- 
terpreter, and  bring  aoy  of  the  chiefs  for  the  cap- 
tain to  talk  with.  It  was  not  attended  to.  An 
advance  was  ordered,  the  cavalry  roshe J  forward 
and  commenced  the  massacre.  Even  after  the 
firing  and  murder  commenced.  Major  Howard,  an 
old  chief,  who  furnished  you  with  corn,  came  out 
of  his  house  with  a  white  flag  to  front  of  the  line. 
It  was  not  respected.  An  order  was  given  for  a 
ceoeral  flre,  and  nearly  four  hcmdred  guns  were 
discharged  at  hrm  before  one  took  effect.  He 
fell,  and  was  bayoneted ;  his  son  was  also  killed. 
These  are  the  circumstances  relative  to  the  trans- 
action. Seven  men  were  killed,  one  woman,  and' 
tvro  children.  Since  then  three  of  mv  command, 
who  were  left  at  Fort  Scott,  obtained  a  furlough, 
and  on  their  way  one  of  them  was  shot,  in  endea- 
voring to  obtain  a  canoe  to  cross  the  Flint.  I 
have  sent  on  an  express  to  the  officer  command- 
ing Fort  Scott,  apprizing  him  of  the  affair,  and 
one  to  Adjutant  Porter,  to  put  him  on  his  guard. 
On  arriving  opposite  Chehaw,  I  sent  a  runner  to 
get  some  01  them  in,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so. 
They  are  at  a  loss  to  know  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  white  people.  Wolf  ha»  gone  to 
the  agent  to  have  it  inquired  into.  We  obtained 
from  them  a  sufficient  quantity  of  beef  to  last  us 
to  Hartford,  at  which  place  I  am  informed  there 
is  a  pleirttful  supply  or  provisions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

THOMAS  GUASSCOCK, 
Brig.  Oen.  com'g  Go.  militia,  U,  8.  S. 

Major  General  Aiu>bbw  JAoxaoN. 

On  mt  HARca  wbbt  op  Appalacbioola, 

Afay  7, 1818. 

FRisnos  AND  Brothers  :  I  have  this  moment 
received,  by  express,  the  intelligence  of  the  un- 
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wtrantable  attack  of  a  party  of  Gaorgiaos  on  the 
Chehaw  village,  burning  it,  and  killing  six  men 
and  one  woman. 

Friends  and  Brothers:  The  abo?e  news  fills 
my  heart  with  regret,  and  my  eyes  with  tears: 
when  I  passed  through  your  Tillage,  yoa  treated 
me  with  friendship,  and  furnished  my  army  with 
all  the  supplies  you  could  spare ;  and  your  old 
chiefs  sent  their  young  warriors  with  me  to  fi^bt, 
and  put  down  our  common  enemy.  1  promised 
you  protection ;  I  promised  yoo  the  protection 
and  fostering  friendship  of  the  United  States,  so 
long  as  you  continued  to  hold  your  father,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  hand  of 
friendship. 

Friends  and  Brothers :  I  did  not  suppose  there 
was  any  American  so  base  as  not  to  respect  a 
flag,  but  I  find  I  am  mistaken.  I  find  that  Cap- 
tain Wright  of  Georgia  has  not  done  it.  I  can- 
not bring  your  old  men  and  women  to  life,  but  I 
hare  written  to  your  father,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  circumstance  of  your 
ease,  and  I  have  ordered  Captain  Wright  to  be 
•  arrested  and  put  in  irons,  until  your  father,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  makes  known  his 
will  on  this  distressing  subject. 

Friends  and  Brothers :  Return  to  your  village  \ 
there  you  shall  be  protected,  and  dapt.  Wright 
will  be  tried  and  punished  for  this  daring  outrage 
of  the  treaty  and  murder  of  your  people;  and 
you  shall  also  be  paid  for  your  houses  and  other 
property  that  have  been  destroyed;  but  you  must 
not  attempt  to  take  satisfaction  yourselves;  this 
is  contrary  to  the  treaty,  a,nd  you  may  rely  on 
my  friendship,  and  that  of  your  father,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  send  you  my  friend.  Major  Davis,  who  is  ac- 
companied by  a  few  ot  my  people,  and  who  is 
charged  with  the  arrest  and  confinement  of  Cap- 
tain Wright :  treat  them  friendly ;  they  are  your 
friends;  you  must  not  permit  your  people  to  kill 
any  of  the  whites ;  they  will  bring  down  on  you 
destruction.  Justice  shall  be  done  you;  you 
must  remain  in  peace  and  friendship  with  the 
United  States.  The  excuse  that  Captain  Wright 
has  made  for  this  attack  on  your  village  is,  that 
some  of  your  people  were  concerned  in  some 
murders  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia;  this  will 
not  excuse  him.  I  have  ordered  Captain  Wright, 
and  all  the  officers  concerned  in  this  transaction, 
in  confinement,  if  found  at  Hartford.  If  you 
send  some  of  your  people  with  Major  Davis,  ypo 
will  see  them  put  in  irons.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  at  Fort  Montgomery.  I  am  your  friend  and 
brother. 

ANDREW  JACKSONj 
Major  GeUn  commandmg. 

On  march  T0WAR08  PSNSACOLA, 

7  mt/ea  advanced  of  Pari  Oadsden, 

May  7, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received,  by  express, 
the  letter  of  General  Glasscock,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  detailiog  the  base,  cowardly,  and  in- 
human attack  on  the  old  women  and  men  of  the 
Chehaw  village,  whilst  the  warriors  of  that  vil- 


lage were  with  me  fighting  the  hauls  of  ov 
country  against  the  common  enemy,  iii  it  t 
time,  too,  when  undoubted  testimony  M  Wet 
obtained,  and  was  in  my  possession,  and  ib  la 
possession  of  General  GiaHCock,  of  tkeif  »» 
cence  of  the  charge  of  killing  Leigh  lod  iIm  otbe 
Gkorgian  at  Cedar  creek. 

That  a  Governor  of  a  State  shoaM  unuDetk 
right  to  make  war  against  an  Indiso  tribe,  b 
perfect  peace  with,  and  under  the  protcctiMo( 
the  United  States,  is  assuming  a  respoosi^tf 
that  J  trust  yon  will  be  able  to  ezeoae  to  ik 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  vbkl  foo 
will  have  to  answer;  and  throngh  whiekl^ 
so  recently  passed,  promising  the  aged  {hire 
mained  at  home  my  protection,  and  oknftk 
warriors  with  me  on  the  campaigD,  iitsiiw* 
rentable  as  suange.  Bttt  it  is  stlil  ffloiesiniie 
that  there  could  exist  within  the  United  Stutsi 
cowardly  monster,  in  human  shape,  tbit  cn^ 
violate  the  sanctity  of  a  flag  when  bonekfiif 
person,  but  more  particularly  when  is  tbekuib 
of  a  superannuated  Indian  cnief,  won  donfitii 
age.  Such  base  cowardice  and  morderoBseiA* 
duct  as  this  transaction  affords,  has  m  'nspu- 
rallel  in  history,  and  should  meet  withiusffiei 
punishment. 

Yon,  sir,  as  Governor  of  a  State  m^^) 
military  division,  have  no  right  to  gireaai^<aif 
order  whilst  I  am  in  the  field ;  and  thisbeififu 
open  and  violent  infringement  of  the  tmtf  vnii 
the  Creek  Indians,  Captain  Wright  most  be  pn^ 
ecuted  and  punished  for  this  ontrageoosiaQr^; 
and  I  have  ordered  him  to  be  arrested  vAj^ 
fined  in  irons  until  the  pleasure  of  thePrwdeK 
is  known  upon  the  subject.  If  he  has  leftHtft- 
ford  before  nay  order  reaches,  I  call  spoo  J<*^ 
Governor  of  Georgia,  to  aid  in  carrying  iB»^ 
my  order  for  his  arrest  and  confiaeiaeD^  n'^^ 
I  trust  will  be  afforded,  and  Captiit  WnfU 
brought  to  condign  panishment  for  ^  "*P[^ 
cedented  murder.  It  is  strange  that  tkii^"^ 
not  followed  the  traU  of  the  moideren«l^' 
citizens ;  it  would  have  led  him  to  theMiensu^i 
where  we  fonnd  the  bleeding  scalps  d  ywc*^ 
sens ;  hut  there  might  hare  been  more  diflr[ ' 
thia  than  attacking  a  viliage  eoauioiig  t  »* 
superannuated  women  and  men,aDdsfevji^ 
women  withoat  arou  or  protectors.      . 

This  act  will,  to  the  last  ages,  fix  aiUiao^ 
the  character  of  Georgia.    I  have  the  hm  ^ 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Mt^  General  coa^f^' 

His  Bx'ey  Wm.  Rabon, 

Governor  of  Georgia, 

FoRTHAWX«i8,Affl!/30,l8^^ 


Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  my  order  froo 


G««*^ 


Jackson,  dated  May  7, 1818,  (which  his  h<^J 
fore  been  enclosed  to  you,)  I  came  op  ^f  ^ 
tain  Obed  Wright,  of  the  Georgia  oil"*  . 
Dublin,  on  the  Sth  instanu  I  anresi^  t^^^^ 
brought  him  on  as  far  towards  Fort  Hsv^  , 
Milledgeville,  where  the  civil  authority  m^^'' 
and  discharged  him. 
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A  copy  of  th«  pfoeettdisfvis  herewitli  eMloted, 
grethcr  with  a  copjr  of  mf  letter  to  the  Got- 
nor  of  Gteonria,  and  Wright's  arrott. 
I  have  notified  M^or  Qenerai  Jaektoo  of  the 
rcQUDsiaDeea.    I  have  the  boaor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ML  DAVIS, 
Aniita$U  impeeior  €feneraL 
Hod.  J.  G.  Calboun,  8$^  €f  War. 

CBAMBaRa,  Ma§  88, 1818. 

Present :  Their  honors  Robert  Wynn,  YIHlliani 
^vin,  and  James  Fleming,  JuHxeiBn 

The  court  met  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  Obed 
bright,  who  was  brought  up  before  them  upon 
writ  of  haheoB  corpu$^  wblch  is  as  follows: 

BORoiA,  Batdiein  couniv. 

To  any  Justice  of  the  Inferior  Court. 

The  petition  of  Obed  Wright  showeth :  That 
s  is  detained  in  eonfinement  b|r  Major  Davis,  an 
ficer  in  the  United  States  service,  and  he  there* 
•re  prays  the  benefit  of  a  kabea§  carpuMf  to  in- 
lire  into  the  cause  of  his  confinement  and  de- 
Dtioo.  SBABORN  JONES, 

Attormy  for  peiUumer. 

[fiOROiA,  Baidmn  county: 

It  appears,  from  the  petition  of  Obed  Wright,  that 
e  is  now  kept  in  enitody  by  you,  and  he  baring 
rayed  a  writ  of  habeeu  corpitB,  yon  are,  therefore 
ereby  commanded,  that  you  bring  before  me^  at 
le  conrt-honse  of  the  county,  by  the  hour  or  11 
^clock  of  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  the  body  of  the 
ftid  Obed  Wright,  by  whatever  title  be  oMy  be 
Down  to  you,  together  with  the  cause  of  his  com* 
litnaent  and  detention,  that  he  may  be  dealt  with 
ceording  to  law.  Fail  not,  and  nave  you  then 
nd  there  this  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the  28th  of 
lay,  18ia 

WILLIAM  BBYIN,  /.  /.  C. 

ffabeoB  corpt«a.  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uoi- 
ed  States,  and  ot  the  State  of  Georgia. 
To  Major  Davis, 

an  ojgicer  in  the  Untied  Siatea  aervice, 

MiLUSDGSviLLB,  May  28, 1818. 

I  have  the  laid  Obed  Wr^ht  in  court,  together 
vith  the  cause  of  hia  commitment  and  detention. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
AMi^t  inspector  Qenerai  U.  S.  A. 

Major  John  M.  Davis,  assistant  inspector  gen- 
3ial  of  the  United  States?  Army,  in  obedience  to 
I  writ  ofhabeoB  corpuSf  this  i^y  served  on  him, 
baving  produced  the  body  of  said  Obed  Wright, 
mentioned  in  the  habeOM  oarfm^  before  the  court, 
together  with  the  cause  of  his  commitment  and 
detention: 

And  the  court,  on  consideration,  deeming  that 
no  sufficient  cause  is  shown  for  his  detention :  on 
motion,  ordered,  tbat  he  be  discharged  forthwith. 

ROBERT  WYNN. 

WILLIAM  BfiVIN. 

JAMES  FLEMING. 


QaoaeiA,  BoHdwm  comniy: 

I,  Thomas  H.  Kenan,  clerk  of  the  Inferior 
Court  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify,  the  pra*> 
ceding  pages  contain  a  true  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  trial  of  Obed  Wri|[bt,  in  consequence 
of  his  confinement  and  detention. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  2Bth  day 
of  May,  1818.      THOMAS  H.  KENAN. 

Clerk  Inferior  Qmrt, 

MiLLEDOEviLLB,  May  29, 1818. 

SiB :  In  pursuance  of  Major  General  Jackson's 
order  to  me  of  the  7ih  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  I  arrested  Captain  Obed 
Wright,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  in  Dublin,  on  the 
24th  instant,  and  brought  him  thus  far.  on  my 
way  to  Fort  Hawkins,  when  a  writ  of  kabeae 
corjmB  was  serred  on  me,  by  which  Captain 
Wriffht  has  been  released  from  coofinement. 

I  do  now  hereby  call  on  you  to  have  Captain 
Wright  delivered  to  me,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
keep  him  in  confinement  ootil  the  will  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Abm^I  Inapedar  General  U.  S.  A^ 

His  fijccelienoy  Wm.  Rabun, 

Crovernor  ^  Qeargia* 

Dublin,  Oeorgia,  May  24, 1818. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Major  General  Jackson, 
commanding  the  division  of  the  South,  to  arrest 
you  and  conduct  you  to  Fort  Hawkins,  where 
you  are  to  remain  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Pros* 
ident  of  the  United  States  be  known  on  your 
case. 

You  will,  therefore,  consider  yourself  in  arrest, 
and  prooeed  accordingly.    I  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  M.  DAVIS, 
Am^t  h^apector  General  U.  S.  A. 

Capt.  Obbo  Wright,  Georgia  MUitia, 


[The  following  Message  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Janoary  4, 1819.] 

To  the  Home  of  Repreeentaiiveo 

of  the  United  Statee : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  request- 
ing me  to  lay  before  it  *'  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence, if  any,  between  the  Department  of  War  and 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  in  answer  to  the  letter 
of  the  latter  to  the  former,  dated  on  the  1st  of 
June  of  the  present  year,  commuoicated  to  the 
House  on  the  12lh  instant;  and  also  the  corre- 
spondence, if  any,  between  the  Department  of 
War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  answer  to 
the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  of  7lh  May, 
1818 ',  also  communicated  to  the  House  on  the 
12th  instant,"  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Major  Vandeventer,  chief  clerk  in  the  De* 
partment  of  W«f,  in  ^^P^T  ^^  General  Jackson's 
letter  of  the  7th  of  May,  1818. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Dboimbbb  31, 1818. 
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DsPARTMEirr  or  Wak,  iSte.  30,  ISM.   [  neecMMy  4iuit  (hef  beof  suek  a Batuviii»fln- 

Tlie  Becrcmry  of  Wnr,  to  whom  warn  rrfersed    U«  W»  eflBwHwllf  to  escniet  tUt  nmmaik 

tbe  reioliMioa  of  fbe  House  of  RepmentatiTM.    ^^e  «»>««(  and  most  ttnrple  nuuer.  Thtial 

of  the  24th  instmnt,  raqoesting  the  ProsidciU  ot   ^H  depeod  apott  the  hahice  of  the  aoUwfRri. 

the  United  Siatci  to  cause  t«>  be  laid  before  thk    ons  to  enlktmeBt,  aod  the  laet  Dim  tkemkii 


House  (if|  in  his  opinion,  the  saneshoiidd  not  be 
inconBtsteat  with  the  poblio  interest)  copies  of  ihe 
correspoodeiice,  if  anf ,  between  the  Departflient 
of  War  and  the  Gavernor  of  Georgiai  in  answer 
to  the  letter  of  the  latter  to  the  former  dated  on 
the  first  of  June  of  the  present  year,  commoni- 
eated  to  this  House  on  the  18th  instant ;  and  also 
the  correspondence,  if  any.  between  the  Depart* 
ment  of  War  and  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  latter,  of  the  date  of 
the  7th  of  May,  1818;  also  communicated  to  this 
House  on  the  18th  instant,"  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  Major 
Vandeyenter,  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of 
War,  in  reply  to  General  Jackson's  letter  of  the 
7th  of  May,  1818,  and  to  state  that  no  letter  was 
addressed  by  this  Department  to  the  Goremor  of 
Georgia,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  1st  of 
June,  1818. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
The  PRKeiDKHT  of  the  Uhiied  8UUe8. 

Extract  of  a  lOUrfotm  Mkjut  C.  Vmndafenterf  chief 
ckrkf  to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackeon,  dated 

DfiFaiRTiAfiHT  OP  Wab,  Jwc  8, 1818. 

Your  leitets  of  the  7th  of  April,  (one  withoai 
date^)  from  Fort  Gadsden,  and  of  the  dOtb  of 
Aprtl,  are  received* 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  (be 
Secretary  of  War  are  out  of  town.  The  former 
Will  retnra  about  the  ISch  instant;  the  latter  not 
before  the  middleof  next  month.  So  soon  as  the 
President  returns^  your  despatches,  together  with 
y^ur  order  to  Major  Davis^  oonmanding  the  ar- 
rest of  Captain  Wiight,  and  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  Gk)vernor  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the 
horrid  and  atrocious  destruction  of  the  Cbehaw 
Ttllage,  will  be  laid  before  him.  In  the  mean« 
time.  I  am  advised  to  communicate  the  '^opinion" 
that  the  trial  of  Captain  Wright  by  coott'-martial 
is  decidedly  preferable  to  a  eivil  prosecution  in 
the  Pedeml  eourt. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SURGEON  GENERAL  ON 
THE  ARMY  RATIONS. 

SuROcoii  GENEHAL'e  Omcfi, 

Nawemb^r  16. 1818. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

£Nr  :  In  compliance  with  yvxut  inetrtiotionay  I 
liaTe  the  honor  to  submit  thefoUowing  report: 

In  deciding  upon  the  cuNnpoaent  parts  of  the 
ratioa  to  be  tuinished  theatmy,  it  must  be  obvi* 
oue  that,  so  (kr  as  the  health  oi'  the  troops  is  con- 
cerned, those  will  of  course  be  the  beat  whieh 
afford  the  greatest  qnaotity  of  good  nutiitioua 


nj*W«,/>«tt  a  given  quantity  of  food  j  but,  as    ^.,  _^  ^.^  .«««.«^„  «»,... 

the  soldier  is  in  general  hie. own  cooIE|  it. ia.also  [  but  they  aacrCeliHsfxi^tfrtit,  inferior  to  tJieHitt- 


cooking  which  the  experience  of  tlwimfhi! 
found  iMMt  convenieDlaMl  aitaatageois. 

It  is  a  well  knowik  fiaet  that  every  loiai^ii 
order  to  enioy  health,  strength,  and  visor,  n«i 
be  sapplied  miii  food  ada|rted  to  iu  kibiti.  vk> 
ther  natural  or  ac^pnred.  The  fomeretBiBotii 
most  cases  be  essentially  changed  witiiootserioa 
consequences;  tbe  lion,  for  example, cusotab- 
sist  on  hay,  or  the  ox  on  game:  while  it  stea 
the  digestive  organs  may,  by  degreee^  bam  so 
accustomed  to  unnatural  food,  as  to  reodekatt 
only  consistent  with  hot  necessary  to  hekk: 
thus  the  horse  may  be  taught  to  lire  otaaL 
Hence  it  follows  that  a:  ratioa  peifecti|rth|ad 
to  the  wants  of  a  CoBMek,  might  be  tsallj » 
less,  and  perhaps  iajariovs,  to  an  Anenai;  Ar 
BMn  may  in  tkis  respect  beeaasidrndiioK 
the  several  species  or  whieh  are  delemiKi  bf 
the  age,  coimtry,  or  tribe,  to  which  he  bdop; 
the  Greenlander  and  tbe  Hindoo,  theitciat 
Spartan  and  the  modern  epicure,  wodd  ki 
nearly  as  much  difficulty  in  sabsisiiB|ifn  the 
same  food  as  tbe  wolf  and  the  sheep. 

Such  being  the  efl^t  of  cnetom,  itaoabeni- 
dent  that  wkenevet  mamt  haa  eenfifaai  ^^ 
ural  propensities  by  kmsr  habit,  aayehasg^ep' 
amVLf  a  sodden  one^  wlU  be  atteaM  vi(^B<^ 
injurioiis,  if  not  fatal  efbea;  aadihiiitpiw^ 
the  condition  of  the  AsMriean  soMief ;  w,  i^ « 
natnnl  diet  of  umu  is  aUogeiher  T^gttabk^r 
if  the  people  of  ihe  cotmtry  diier  hot  iiuit « 
their  mtkle  of  living  from  that  poiBtedosthfif 
ture,  and  are  also  accustomed  teagrennfl^f 
and  consequently  too  frequent  ehiif»^.'^ 
several  articles  of  their  diet,  it  moitte»bnMi 
th«t  a  ratien^  eonpoend  of  bread  and  eeii  oalr, 
and  chiefly  of  the  latter,  cannot  be  f»sm^ 
either  with  "  comfort,  convenience^  or  iMaB*  . 

That  man  was  not  originally  eantfonn, » 
proved  by  history,  both  aaered  andprafinK')^^ 
this  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  oetrlrtUthat 
animals  whose  usefulness  depends  apoa  tkeff 
health,  strength,  andvigor,  or  upon  the  namoov 
quality  of  their  solids,  sachaathe  bone^ckp^ 
carnal,  mnley  sheep,  and  mastof  thowa*n<' 
food,  subsist  upon  V^lahles;  while  the  emira^ 
oua species, ^aa  the  tiger^  W9lf,  dog,aDdeT«i||< 
lion,  though  they  possess  a  greater  degree  oMp 
itj,  jfromthatr  natntal  eonformauoo,  htfe  tm 
of  that  real  stvength  and  vigor  whieh  ^^^ 
former  animals  importaat  assisiaais  tswm 
life,  nov  of  thai  healthy  eathMMpoinc- whieh >»** 
stnnv  of  them  equally  usefiil  aAer  death.      . 

The  same  is  trae  with  respeot  to  miBji  ^ 
present  unnatural  state.  The  natiresatw 
country,  who  subsist  principa^y  ^bS*^^']lj 
tribes  of  Bedouiae,  whose  desert  scsrcdy^ 
food  for  their  cattle;  and  the  On^^'^^fZi 
necessity  has  taaght  to  lire  upon  dried  o»  j 
blubber,  an  all,  from  their  general  h9bith»^ 
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ooy  wlioie  iliar  nf  laediog  »ppa  hit  grandtire 
DDfines  him  to  jmlst  and  light  regctiblM ;  ma6h 
iss  haT«  thcf  the  stamiMi  of  thoee  whom  oar 
sooBd  Datore,  habit,  has  aoeasioned  to  a  judi- 
iousmixiiire  of  bom  these kiadsof  food. 

Castom,  it  is  trae,  readen  a  eertain  ponioo  of 
Dimal  food  neeessary.  to  produce  the  highest 
tate  of  health  and  vigor;  oat  it  it  belieTed  the 
uantitf  rcqaired  for  this  purpose  has  been  ez- 
eediogjy  overmted.  This  has  arisen  from  ob- 
rrriDg  that  certain  ekeses  of  men,  noted  for 
leir  bHdth  and  strength,  iodnl^  iargelsr  in  such 
ifid  of  diet*  But  the  eoodasioa  bjr  no  meaoe 
»llowB  Irom  the  prcBMsea;  for  these  same  .men 
'ill  also  indolge  in  large  polaiioBS  of  ardent  spi- 
ts, and  vaiioas  other  excesses,  wtthoota/ipansiil 
tjtiry  \  thie  thetefore  only  proves  what  tbey  can 
}ar^  and  act  what  istoC  for  them. 

TbocOffrcotness  of  the  pocltion  will  farther  an- 
rar  from  the  diet  iboad  neccasary  for  thedeli- 
»te  aad  the  valetudinarian.  There  the  great 
ffiooiiy  is  to  procure  food  seffieieatiy  light,  that 
^  of  suffieiaiit  balk  to  satisfy  haa^,  without 
K>  much  natfioMat  lo  atippress  digestioa  ^  for 
hysiokgistsy  whea  dtsoaorsme  anon  the  digaa* 
▼e  organs, and  the  quality  of  food  beat  soitad  to 
ieBB«  have  showa  ihat  ibe  former  requires  from 
le  latter  what  they  have  teraMd  the stimaluaof 
Manefofiyas  well  as  a  doe  de^aeeof  exeitament 
ocn  amriiioiiB  mailer,  to  excite  healthy  actkm. 
*hat  a  certain  bulk  is  as  aeccsaaryas  a  certain 
aan  tity  of  natriment ;  and  that  so  far  as  one  of 
lese  is  iaereased  at  the  eapeaae  of  the  other,  so 
it  ibe  diet  varies  from  the  healthy  standard, 
^hus)  it  not  oaly  appears  that  a  ve^table  diet  is 
atural  to  many  but  we  are  taught  its  •modus  ops- 
eifidi  y  aad  thai:  akboogh  it  actually  contains 
ku«)b  less  ttOBitsameat  than  animal -aiatter.  yet, 
rom  its  heing  in  a  state  of  sbbdtvision,  it  is  so  di'- 
Ued^  as  it  were,  as  to  be  &lly  acted  upon  by  the 
tomaoh ;  whereas,  iua  moraeoacentmted  form, 
I  becomes  tan  anaaiuml  stimulus,  aad  destroys 
lie  powers  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Now  we omy  ooaobide,  apniorL  that  the  diet 
f  the  people  of  thisoountry  will  ee:that  which 
(  best  suited  to  them ;  for  sooh  Is  ihe  focility  of 
bcainiag  the  asaaas  of 'subsistaaae,  that  oven 
be  lahMers  in  our  citifs,  probahly  the  poorest 
lass  of  men  among  >us,#ars' enabled  to  praoare 
aeet  of  theactiekasoppliedio  theaaarbots;  and 
oob  is  ihe  profusien  with  which  we  are  blessed, 
bat  these  ospsiac  of  almost  every tbiag  tbapa- 
aie  cao  desiM  ev  the^  ssaoiach  digest.  Bemg, 
barefoie,  under  'DO  iresMriat  from  povertv  er 
eareity,  it  ia  to  be  picsamed  they  'Would  follow, 
n  a  great  aacasore,  tbeiadicaiioBe  of  nature  y  aad 
bat  this  is  a  fact  will  appear  from  afsursovyre- 
leGtion  opaa  the- modus  of  living  in  thedlffereat 
mrts  of  the  conatiy ;  for  when  we  take  into  ae- 
teont  the qaaatttyoffortttaeea employed  in  bread, 
»0ddiog,  dbo^  the  great  variety  and  abundance  of 
frtttts,  and  of  the  l^bter  vegetables,  in  addition  to 
ihe  oiore  noiricioiis  ones,  ae  peas,  oeans.  rice,  po- 
tatoes, aad' many  mots,  it  is  probable  lonr-ttiths 
[>f  our  diet  is  vegetable,' aad  perhaps  two-thirds 
10  every  ease,   diea  atidisiaer,  <wheo  :aMat  is 


BBOst  uaed,  it  is  geaerally  in  this  proportion,  and 
it  constitutes  but  a  siniall  part  of  our  morning 
and  CTeaing  meals*  There  are  ao  doubt  cxcep- 
tioas,  but  tbase  proportiono.will  be  found  in  gea- 
ral  correct* 

The  cheapness  of  living,  however,  not  only 
enables  the  mass  of  our  population  to  procure 
food  of  the  best  kind,  but  also  to  obtain  a  great 
variety  of  the  essential  articles,  and  many  even 
of  the  InxuBies  of  life;  there  are  few  who,  to  fish 
aad  poultry,  and  almost  all  the  vegetables  in  use, 
do  not  add  tea,  coffee,  sugajr,  ^ices,  and  other 
condiaaaats ;  and  with  thu  variety  oi  food  they 
are  accustomed  to  no  small  variety  in  the  mode 
of  preparing  it.  The  vary  general  use  of  tea,  or 
some  other  warm  iafusion,  at  the  morning  aad 
evening  meals,  is  a  point  of. ao  small  importance, 
and  nothing  but  ezperienee  can  fully  oonviaoe 
one  how  severely  tne  want  of  it  is  felt,  and  of 
course  how  necessary  that,  or  a  substitate,  is  for 
the  health  of  the  soldier. 

But,  secondly,  the  experience  of  the  anay 
proves,  that  not  only  the  habits  of  the  -aoldter 
previous  to  ealistmeot,  butalsothemodeofoaok- 
ing  found  most  effectual  and  coaveaient,  ^equirm 
a  amterial  chaage  in  thacompoaeat  parts  of  the 
ration ;  for,  since  ibe  business  of  oookiag  be- 
longs, in  civil  life,  almost  entirely  to  femaltt, 
when  a  man  is  confined  to  bread  and  meat,  he  is 
not  onlv  suddenly  deprived  of  his  acoustoaiad 
means,  but  \m  entirely  ignorant  of  the  best  mode 
of  eoaploying  those  afforded  him ;  aad  one  of  the 
last  things  a  young  officer  or  soldier  learns/  Is 
how  to  manage  his  domestic  eonoerns^  though 
he  soon  becomes  acquainted  with  the  necessity 
of  this  knowledge,  both  for  his  health  and  his 
comfort. 

When  a  recruit  receives  his  ration,  if  the  meat 
be  fresh,  he  broils  it  to  a  cinder  on  the  coals,  on 
the  end  of  his  ramrod ;  if  salt  pork,  he  eats  it  raw ; 
and  if  salt  beef,  he  boils  it,  and,  with  his  bread, 
will  muke  a  pretty  good  meal  for  some  time}  hot 
in.  the  morning  and  evening  he  feels  the  want  of 
his  usual  infusion  of  tea,  aad  at  noon  of  his  cus- 
tomary supply  of  vegetables.  As-  a  sabstitnte  for 
the  former,  he  warms  the  stomach  with  a  gill  of 
undiluted,  corroding  whiskey;  and,  al^raskv 
a  few  weeks  in  this  way,  is  sent  lo  the  surgeon, 
worn  down,  with  dyseoterv,  diarrhma,  and  other 
complaints  of  the  stomaca  and  bowels.  If  the 
surfeoo  he  sufficiently  acquainted  with  his  duty 
to  give  hiaa  a  light  diet  ofsoapyAesh  vffetables, 
and  hospital  stores,  instead  of  iloading  him  -  with 
medicine,  he  is  shortly  lesjaied  to  health;  aad, 
from  the  same  aausesaa  before,  is  shortly  le- 
turned  to  the  hospital,  and,  after  heing  for  some 
oaouihs  a  bordea  to  himself  and  the  siimwnaity, 
ha  is  eitibtr  baiied  or  discharged  service,  aad 
feshaps  peaatoood.  This  is  apsooois  Which  every 
one  on  duty,  during  the  late  war,  has  repeatedly 
iwitaessed ;  !#bich  oocafsed  with  theaaa|ority  of 
those  eiilisted,  aad  •  which  reiMered  the  muster 
rolls  of  the  Army  a  mere  list  of  invalids. 

'Wheo«ver  the  mortality  was  great,  duriofirthe 
late  war,  it  was  attributed  io  the  ^ae/Aj^  of  the 
iaiion.|  bettbefaet  is,itiwas,'Ooaaaveraga,  aa 
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good  at  tbenepfaices  m  osatl;  and,  th»t  this  was 
the  esse,  is  proFed  from  tht  eircamstaaee  that 
the  regiments  at  these  stations,  eommmnded  by 
experienced  officers,  as  well  as  those  id  the  Tiei- 
nity,  were  often,  in  a  great  measore,  exempted 
from  disease. 

There  were  two  corps,  one  noted  for  their  good 
police,  and  the  other  for  their  depredations  on  the 
fields  and  gardens  of  the  citizens,  who  were  a 
continaal  proof  of  the  true  cause  of  this  differ- 
ence in  the  health  of  the  men ;  for  experience 
soon  taught  both  officers  and  men  the  importance 
of  preparing  their  food  in  the  form  of  fotfpty  and 
whenever  this  was  done,  either  in  consequence 
of  police  regulations,  or  from  the  soldiers  obtain- 
ing a  sappfy  of  the  necessary  ingredients,  the 
good  effects  were  constantly  observed ;  and  from 
what  has  been  adverted  to,  relative  to  the  diet 
natural  to  man,  and  the  rationale  of  its  operation, 
the  reasons  must  be  obvious. 

It  is  true,  the  same  iadieious  arrangements 
which  not  only  obliged  the  men  to  cook  their 
provisions  in  the  best  manner,  but  also  provided 
them  with  the  necessary  ingredients,  would  con- 
duce to  their  health  in  various  ways;  but  when, 
as  was  the  case  in  the  corps  above  alluded  to, 
change  of  position  or  circumstances  produced 
the  same  result  upon  those  who  had  no  police  at 
all,  and  the  only  apparent  difference  in  their  sit- 
uation arose  from  their  being  able  to  obtain  a  va- 
riety of  articles,  in  addition  to  their  ration,  and 
to  prepare  them  in  a  suitable  manner,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  no/ure,  and  not  the  qualiiy^ 
of  the  ration,  was  the  true  cause  of  Its  effects. 
This  is  also  confirmed  bv  the  practice  found 
most  beneficial  in  the  hospitals,  as  most  patients 
required  only  a  proper  diet  to  restore  them  to 
health,  while  animal  food,  in  a  solid  form,  was 
generally  nauseated. 

One  of  the  divisions  of  the  French  Army,  in 
1810,  was  so  far  reduced  by  diarrhcBa  and  dysen- 
tery, as  to  produce  a  full  and  satisfactory  inves- 
tigation of  its  causes;  and  it  was  clearly  shown, 
in  a  memoir  of  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  divis- 
ion, 10  arise  entirely^  from  the  ration  to  which 
they  had  for  some  time  been  confined.  Being 
vaable  to  obtain  the  usual  supply  of  vegetables, 
thev  were  furnished,  like  our  Army,  with  bread 
and  meat  only,  and  principally  the  latter,  which 
was  in  general  salted  pork ;  so  that  the  effects  of 
auch  a  diet  are  not  peculiar  to  our  own  country. 

In  fact,  if  we  compare  our  ration  with  that  of 
the  French  and  Bngiish,  (the  two  nations  prob- 
ably best  instructed  in  most  military  matters,) 
the  defects  of  the  former  will  be  apparent. 

They  are  as  follows: 

iJwicA^Bread  M  1-10  oa.,  or  biscuit  17|  oi. ; 
fcesh  mast  or  salt  beef  8  os.,  or  salt  pork  6|  os.;  rice 
1  ofc ;  dried  pubeS  os. ;  wine  8  giUs,  (neariy ;)  brandy 
}  gill,  pearly.) 

SngUsk^Tioju  or  bread  84  os. ;  beef  16  oc,  or 
pork  8  ox.;  p«M  1  gUl;  batter  or  cheese  1  ox.;  riee 
1  ox. 

jlmmsofu— Floor  18  os. ;  beef  80  ox.;  pork  18  ox.; 
whiskey  1  gill. 

From  this  it  appears  the  American  has  more 


tiian  twice  as  much  meat  as  the  FrmL  ui 
more  even  than  the  British  soldier,  sbie  eoi 
ration  of  bread  is  aboat  two-thirds  of  thaB,al- 
though  we  have  no  other  vegeuble.  ItMd 
also  be  observed  that  the  British  isnicDoiito 
apirits,  and  the  French  but  a  small  portioB,UB^; 
their  habits,  in  this  reepeet,  render  nehub 
lowance  at  least  harmless. 

Since  then,  the  health,  and  of  eoone  the 4 
ciency  of  an  army  depends  so  maehopwdi 
ration,  this  subject  becomes  one  of  boioiJ1;(» 
litical  imporunee;  and  an  '^old  soMier'afot 
country,  in  his  '^advice  to  youag  geBaik'k 
very  pertinently  eommencad  with  '^ikh^jf 
as  he  consideis  a  man's  stomach,  to  hl1lllc^ 
sential  eSeet  both^crpon  his  ability  snibiieii- 
nation  to  fight,  and,  among  other  csai&<)(tk 
almost  universal  suceeaa  of  theanaiacf  bub- 
rians,  and  especially  of  semi-^viUra)  nam. 
their  btia^  subject  to  Ituieor  oociiiBgeiKkat 
mode  of  living  when  in  actnal  service,  ii  a  ray 
prominent  one ;  for  they  are  not  n\f)miii^ 
to  be  diminished  by  disease,  but  ibef  rid  u  tke 
foil  enjoyment  of  all  their  physical  po*n,<ke 
no  less  important  moral  ^fftdL  of  hifiiMiini 
eonseqneat  good  spirtu  ;  and  the  wutif riiei 
generally  completes  Che  destractioo  ofiteM 
and  retreating  araijr- 

Among  the  ancients,  the  latiea  of  i  «Uis 
was  principally,  if  not  entirely,  vegeiiM(;uJ 
it  is  well  known  what  immense  bordeoi  (^ 
carried,  what  fatigues  ther  oaderweot,arivk 
surpriaiag  marches  they  men  peffsnocd.  Tk& 
however,  probably  depended,  in  a  ffCM  na»rt 
like  the  success  of  the  armies  abore  jUM.  \ 
upon  the  little  chaoffe  reqaired  is  tlieir  wki 
living  when  called  mmi  tlieir  honotot^ie'^ 

Whenever,  therefore,  the  progress  di\^^' 
tion,  or  the  natural  fertility  of  a  coostrf,«>Nes 
the  mass  of  the  popalation  to  habiwie  ibas- 
selves  to  a  deyiee  or  luxory  in  livia^it^^ 
necessary  in  time  of  war  to  put  ia  leqai^  ^^ 
wealth  and  means  these  very  ciicBnudK^P'^. 
dnce  in  time  of  peace,  to  eoonteiaci  the  eriL  ff 
an  araiy  of  barbarians  reqaired  iesititbet»L 
they  had  also  fewer  resoarces;  asd  sjoeeexp^ 
rience  has  shown  the  impassibility  of  leeoaaf' 
dating  oor  habits  to  oor  supplier  it  Ifccooesi^ 
oessary  to  adapt  our  sopplios  to  oar  hsbiis>  lv 
truth  of  these  remarks  will  appear  fmn  tMf 
ering  thal^  in  the  progreee  of  almost  cvcrfBiOi 


from  barbarism  to  civilisation,  the  poiDt  St  vfei8 
their  armies  have  been  most  formidable tNfl^ 
cient,  is  that  where  they  unite  the  liu^>^ 
the  former  to  the  resouvees  of  the  Istter;  f^^ 
they  have  the  use  of  wealth  and  aciaetwlW" 
having  learned  to  abase  them.  Tbisatyiito' 
emplified  in  the  history  of  the  Rasfiifl(»F! 
since  the  time  of  Peter  the  QreaL  .  ^ 
Although  nottnuneciuile/ycoaafciedvi""' 
subject,  it  may  be  well  to  observe,  tiis(  ^^ 
been  aavanced  in  relation  to  the  rstios.  »</r 
cable,  in  the  fullest  extent,  to  the  ^^'^^^L 
ance  and  supplies  of  oor  Army,  "^^^r^ 
who,  previous  to  enlistment,  bad  bo  («.^^| 
but  nature,  no  nurae,  bat  whatcbsfiee^r^*'^ 
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faroishedi  and  who  never  knew  what  comfcDrt 
tad  conreoienee  were,  will  easily  straggle  ihrongh 
a  disesse  that  would  be  iaeritably  fatal  to  one 
who  had  been  from  his  infancy  aceostomed  to 
every  assistance  that  professional  skill  and  the 
soliciiade  of  friends,  aided  by  a  competency  at 
least,  can  afford. 

Bat,  from  the  multiplicity  of  charitable  iasti^ 
tutions  amone  us,  even  our  jMiupers  are  better 
attended  and  furnished  when  sick,  than  the  sol- 
dier can  possibly  be,  without  liberal  supplies  from 
the  pablie,  assisted  by  an  effectual  organization 
of  the  medical  staff,  a  rigid  observance  of  regu- 
lations, and  a  strict  attention  to  duty.  Policy 
and  economy,  therefore,  no  less  than  humanity, 
require  attention  to  this  sii|)>ject»  since,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  loss  of  much  time,  it  costs  the  public 
several  hundred  dollars  to  supply  the  place  of  a 
good  soldier,  who  might  often  nave  been  saved 
for  the  twentieth  part  of  the  sum. 

SuUing.  also,  is  a  subject  that  deserves  to  be 
particularly  noticed,  since  it  is  of  nearly  as  much 
importance  to  the  health,  comfort,  and  conveni- 
ence of  the  Army,  as  the  nature  of  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  ration  j  to  the  officers  it  is  more 
so  ;  for  both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  active  ser- 
vice they  are  generally  stationed  so  far  from  cities 
and  villages  as  to  render  them  altogether  depen- 
dent upon  the  occasional  supplies  of  the  irregu- 
lar followers  of  a  camp;  and  too  often  money 
cannot  procure  a  decent  meal.  From  the  ezpe- 
rieoce  of  the  late  war,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
this  circumstance  alone  rendered  the  service  on 
the  frontier  more  unpleasant  and  unpopular,  and 
caused  more  desertion,  if  it  may  be  so  termed, 
than  all  others  together.  In  fact,  it  often  amountea 
to  absolute  want,  for,  after  living  a  few  weeks 
upon  a  soldier's  ration,  diarrhcsa  and  dysentery 
nrould  render  bread  and  meat  as  useless  as  stocks 
and  stones.  And  even  when  the  camp  was  sur- 
rounded with  hucksters,  they  extorted,  in  a  short 
itne^  all  the  money  an  officer  possessed  for  sup- 
plying him  with  a  bare  subsistence,  so  that  it  too 
^fien  happened  that  those,  particularly  in  the 
ubordinate  grades,  were,  from  absolute  povertv, 
•bliged  to  descend  to  habita  and  practices  totally 
Dconsisteat  with  the  character  of  officers  or  gen- 
leoDen.  It  would  frequently  require  nearly  all 
be  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  captain  to  discharge 
Js  mess  bill;  the  situation  of  subalterns,  there- 
ore,  may  well  be  imagined,  since  the  scarcity  of 
upplies  rendered  it  impossible  to  adapt  one's  liv- 
ogio  his  means. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  this  subject,  com- 
aandiog  officers  repeatedly  attempted  to  obtain 
nd  secure  regular  sutlers,  who,  from  having  the 
jcclusiTe  riffht  to  sell  to  their  oorpS|  might  be 
ble  and  wuliog  to  furnish  them  r^ularTv  at  a 
yw  rate.  But  this  was  found  impracticable;  in 
be  first  place^  from  the  irregularitv  with  which 
be  Army  was  paid;  and  secondly  from  the 
mall  security  toe  sutler  had  for  his  money. 
[*be  former  was,  of  coune,  the  chief  cause  of  the 
itter. 

I  bare  known  an  honest  and  faithful  man  lose 
rom  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  by 


the  death,  desertion,  and  discharge  of  soldiers, 
who  had  not  been  paid  for  many  months,  and 
some  of  them  for  two  years.  The  consequence 
was  obvious ;  the  sutler  was  soon  obliged  to  quit 
his  business,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  charge  an 
enormous  profit,  to  make  up  for  these'  losses,  in 
addition  to  those  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
borrowing  money  or  purchasing  at  a  long  credit, 
and  of  course  at  a  great  advance. 

In  aettial  service,  perhaps,  the  troons  cannot 
always  be  regularly  paid:  some  mode  should 
therefore  be  adopted  to  secure  the  sutler  his  just 
and  authorized  demands,  in  all  cases,  which  I 
apprehend  micht  be  easily  effected.  If  this  were 
done,  he  couldfurnish  a  mess  of  ten  men  with  all 
the  groceries,  dtc.,  they  require  for  ten  dollars  per 
month ;  whereas  they  now  spend  one-half  their 
pay  for  occasional  supplies  of  the  worst  kind ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  a  mess  of  officers  might 
live  better  for  three  dollars  per  week  than  they 
often  do  for  four  or  five  times  that  sum. 

In  the  British  army  this  subject  has  received 
the  attention  it  deserves ;  so  that  one  of  their 
regiments  is  generally  better  supplied,  and  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  any  of  the  neighboring  citi- 
zenS}  and  it  surely  is  of  equal  importance  to  ns, 
if  without  costing  the  public  a  cent,  we  can,  by 
suitable  laws  and  regulations,  enable  both  officers 
and  men  to  purchase  health  and  comfort  for  half 
the  money  tney  now  pay  for  imposition  and  dis- 
ease. Before  quitting  this  point,  it  should  be 
observed,  that  no  important  arrangement  for  the 
Army  can  be  considered  in  the  atetract,  there  is 
such  a  mutual  dependence  of  all  military  regula- 
tions that  it  is  often  impossible  to  foresee  the 
consequences  of  bad  .ones. 

From  the  want  of  proper  and  regular  supplies, 
for  example,  the  important  subject  of  meinng 
has  been  almost  entirely  neglected.  An  officer, 
instead  of  finding  his  regimental  mess  a  com- 
fortable home,  in  which  he  feels  an  interest,  and 
to  which  he  is  pleased  to  return,  submits  mth 
reluctance  to  a  few  months  of  privation  and 
hardship,  and  then  commences  his  operations  to 
effect  a  retreat  to  the  interior|  and  leaves  kis 
place  to  be  temporarily  supplied  by  another 
equally  discontented  sojourner;  and  it  isafiact, 
no  less  important  than  true,  that  those  command- 
ing officers  who  have  made  the  greatest  proness 
in  regimental  police  have  the  least  trouble  in 
calling  home  their  wandering  officers,  and  keep- 
ing them  there.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  as  is  often 
the  case,  that  a  soldier  must  expect  these  things, 
for,  like  all  others,  he  will,  to  a  certain  extent, 
consult  his  own  convenience.  The  camp  at 
French  Mills,  in  the  Fall  of  1813,  was  suflkient 
prpof  that  the  comforts  of  officers  are  of  no  small 
importance  to  the  public ;  for,  as  soon  as  they 
found  themselves  in  the  wilderness,  without  food 
or  houses,  they  not  only  quitted  their  posts  upon 
the  most  trifiing  pretences;  but  many  who  would 
have  faced  the  enemy  with  pleasure  fled  from 
privation  in  a  manner  that  came  little  short  of 
desertion.  After  what  has  been  observed  upon 
the  nature  of  the  ration,  the  necessitv  for  a  regi- 
mental grocery,  for  the  nealth  as  well  as  comfort 
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both  of  offieert  aod  men,  will  Bot  probably  re- 
quire fartker  proof. 

Wkh  regard  lo  the  articles  be«c  sniied  to  oeoi- 
pote  the  ratioD,  it  is  iieeeaiarT  that  tfaef  be  Dot 
ooly  adapted  to  the  faabils  of  the  soldier,  bat  also 
of  sBeh  a  aature  as  to  be  easily  proeored,  of  a 
^Qod  quality,  andcaoable  of  bein|(  preserved  froaa 
iigary  in  the  se?eFal  parts  of  the  country  where 
they  are  to  be  used.  Wheat  flour  is  easily  dam- 
aged in  all  places,  aod  in  that  state  is  eztrenely 
prejodieial  to  health.  Most  of  the  diseases  of 
the  troops  during  the  late  war  were,  by  general 
consent,  attributed  to  the  ration  ;  but,  though  by 
no  means  true  to  the  eaient  believed,  it  was  too 
often  so,  and,  nine  times  in  ten,  damassd  flour 
wjBs.the  noxioos  article.  At  French  Mills  par- 
ticularly, where  the  mortality  was  almost  in- 
credible,  the  floor  was  unfit  for  any  human  stom- 
ach. Where  it  can  be  obtained,  therefore,  kilo- 
dried  eorn<4neal  is  far  pceferable  to  flour  in  every 
respect;  but  where  it  cannot,  the  evil  may  in  a 
fKat  meaaure  be  vemedted  by  eausiag  the  latter 
to  be  baked  in  the  form  of  bard  bieeuits,  which 
can  not  only  be  pressrved  a  much  loiiger  time, 
but  are  more  jpalatable  and  less  injurious  when 
damaged,  and  mr  more  nutritious  when  good  than 
the  soft  bread  furnished  to  or  made  by  tbe  sol- 
diers. 

TkuB,  it  is  believed,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance,  not  only  oo  account  of  the  bad  efieots 
of  damaged  flour,  but  from  the  fact,  well  known 
to  maay  vabitudinarians  and  most  phjrsicians, 
that  bard  bread  or  soft  bread  toasted  is  much 
more  easily  digested^  aad  affbrda  more  nutriment 
iban  in  any  other  form,  however  ^ood  the  quality 
may  be^  and,  since  a  pound  of  this  bread  will  be 
equal  to  a  pound  of  flour,  the  baking  will  be  but 
linle,  If  any)  eddttiooal  expense. 

For  the  same  reason  that  kiln-dried  eorn-meal 
should,  in  many  eases,  be  substituted  for  flour, 
bacon  ought  to  be  fumiehed  instead  of  salt  beef 
and  pork}  at  the  South,  particularly,  this  change 
appears  absolutely  neeessar^  for  the  health  of  the 
troops.  With  this  altemtton,  and  a  proper  re- 
doctioa  of  the  quantity  of  the  meat,  this  part  of 
(be  ration,  provided  a  doe  proportion  or  it  be 
fresh,  would  be  «s  good  as  can  possibly  be  jre- 
qdired. 

As  to  the  additional  vegetables  that  may  be 
substituted  for  part  of  the  meat,  the  kinds  best 
adapted  to  this  purpose,  on  every  account,  are 
those  used  by  the  British  and  French,  vis:  peas, 
beansj  and  rice;  they  mav  be  obtained  in  abond- 
aooe,  and  generally  at  a  low  rate;  and,  if  issued 
either  regularly  or  occasionally,  would  not  OQ(y 
promote  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  soldier,  by 
approaehiuf;  near  to  his  accustomed  food,  but  by 
enabling  bim  to  introduce  frequent  changes  in 
his  nsode  of  preparing  it. 

Tbe  deleterious  efiects  6(  ardent  epirits,  par- 
ticularly in  the  army,  are  well  koown ;  for,  in  the 
reports  of  sick,  *' sodden  death  from  intoxica- 
tion," is  no  small  item.  It  is  suggested,  therefore, 
whether  this  troublesome  poison  should  not  be 
altogether  excluded,  and  tbe  healthy  drinks  of 
eaolasses  and  wafer,  or  beer,  substituted  for  it;  if 


I  am  rightly  iulbrmed,  by  sopplyini  mHusa 
aad  the  essence  of  spruce,  one  quart  of  bsniT 
be  furnished  for  about  the  sane  mn  tswpll 
of  whiskey.  The  neeeasitv  of  this  vill  bevK 
evident  when  it  is  remembeted,  that  ioftet^ 
soldier  baa.  at  present,  only  traterm'thiusaak 
for,  notwitiistanding  all  regulations,  he  will  nb 
a  mon»ing  dram  of  bis  whiskey,  whieh  is  m 
chief  cause  of  its  injurious  efiseiB; 

At  the  request  of  a  surgeon  atteadiigipai 
where  tbe  men  trere  aeverely  attacked  viih  dfs- 
entery  this  last  Summer,  tbe  comnaBdii^ofim 
stopped  the  whiskey  altogether,  aad  id  ime&- 
ate  check  was  given  to  the  disease.  Tii&^- 
ever,  is  but  oae  of  many  instances  of  defied 
eonsequenoes  re«e4ttog  from  soch  onkdHd 
paftieularly  at  the  Sooth,  during  tbe  Siase 
months. 

Almost  all  olaiaos  of  men  among  as  trf  i«a- 
tomed  to  the  free  use  of  spices  and  other  mii- 
ments,  particularly  of  piokles;  which,  on  lemti 
of  the  vegettble  acid  they  contain,  in  bd  t 

fleasant  and  healthy  stimulus  to  the  smkI 
ndeed,  vinegar  is  of  great  oseon  oaayieeMss; 
it  i9  ooe  of  the  beet  ooneetors  of  the  sapfltin^ 
ance  of  bile,  inducedby  an  unnatural  or!Nt«** 
timied  stimulus;  whether  it  be  the  eieasn^' 
of  a  warm  climate,  au  aboadanceofittiaiifon^ 
or  that  of  a  crude  consiotenee,  or  a  toofftet^*' 
ardent  tpirits;  in  tbo  latter  case,  as  wdltii^ 
laudanum,  or  other  narootlcs,  have  been  aW 
seems  to  aol  as  a  speciio.  Wheaenr,  tfaereKit 
the  soldiers  are  supplied  with  the  lighter  T<t» 
hies,  as  oajbbages,  beets,  cucuBsbers,  Ae.  wsa 
may,  bv  suitable  arrangements,  essiiy  be  m 
especially  on  the  peace  esiablisbuie&t,  iben  tfi 
be  no  doubt  of  the  benefit  of  allotnnf  i  ww 
quantity  of  vinegar,  lo  funrish  then  ^^^ 
lar  supply  of  pickles ;  and  even  tritbo«**" 
might  be  used  with  great  advaaag^^*" 
generally  be  very  acceptable  in  i^^J^, 
If,  from  these  cousiderations,  it  sbHtf  ipp' 
that  the  health  of  the  army  reqoires  il»^ 
in  the  ration,  they  will  be  of  still  r^^^ 
when  we  remember  that,  from  tbe  B«teK«^ 
public  iostitittioBs,  the  greater  partof  otrM^ 
in  actual  service  does,  and  trUl  for  atiTr^ 
consist  of  militia-M)f  men  who  mmi,  w^ 
in  all  oases^  be  suddenly  taken  ^^^Z 
ternary  habits  and  eommts,  aad  «<Pfr^A, 
the  bardsbtps  and  privations  of  the  ojl^Mr.vvr 

out  any  of  his  advantages.  The  *^l^^ 
have  been  too  lately  and  too  "^^'^^^^^^ig 
eoon  forgotten ;  aad  ><  >*'Si4n^^!  ^^^lo 
eircumstanoe  be  not  of  sovcicDt  MtP*!*^ 
have  a  Tcry  considerable  iafloeace  »  ^^ 
not  only  tbe  nature  of  the  ration,  bol «]» 
supplies  upon  which  militia,  whco  oo  «^T  "j 
equaUy  OS  dependent  as  the  regakrtoi'i^''* 


less  objeotion  to  furnish  bis  portioa  of  v^.^ 
tional  expense  that  may  be  ^<i^%^ 
their  provision.    AU  which  i**!*?!^^-. 

J.  LOYSLL,  A»|«*  ^ 
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THE  MILITIA. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Januaiy  22, 1819. 

Sdr.  Harrison,  from  the  committee  upon  the  im- 
provement  in  the  organizatioo  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  made  the  folio wiog  report : 

That,  having  had  the  sobject  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  finding  that  a  bill  containing  a 
systena  of  organization  and  discipline,  reported 
It  the  last  session,  was  before  the  House,  they 
hare  nothing  farther  to  offer  on  the  particular 
points  contained  in  the  bill.  Bat  as  it  is  their 
Dpinion  that,  if  the  bill  should  be  adopted,  it  will 
i>e  advancing  bat  a  single  step  towards  the  attain- 
oaent  of  the  important  object  of  rendering  the 
militia,  in  all  cases,  a  snbstitate  for  a  standing 
irmy,  they  have  directed  their  attention  towards 
some  ulterior  measure  by  which  it  naight  be  ef- 
fected. They  have  been  enabled  to  devise  none 
t>etter  than  that  which  is  contained  in  the  report 
D&ade  to  this  House  on  the  17th  January,  1817; 
ind  they  beg  that  the  following  extract  therefrom 
may  form  a  part  of  their  report : 

'^  The  ^reat  diiEcuIty  to  be  encountered  is  the 
%pplicatum  of  a  system  of  discipline  or  military 
iosrruction  to  a  great  population  scattered  over 
in  immense  territory. 

**  The  accomplishment  of  this  obieet,  at  once, 
s  eTidently  not  within  the  power  of  the  Gh)vern- 
nent.  To  instrucr  the  present  militia  of  the 
souotry,  to  any  useful  extent,  would  require  a 
ar^er  portion  of  their  time  than  they  can  possibly 
(pare  from  the  duty  of  providing  for  their  fami- 
ies,  unless  they  are  liberally  paid:  to  pay  them 
urould  absorb  ail  the  resources  of  the  nation.  The 
lUernative  appears  to  be  to  direct  the  efibrts  of 
he  Government  to  instruct  such  a  portion  of  the 
nilitia  as  their  means  will  allow,  and  which 
voold  produce  the  most  beneficial  result  upon 
be  whole  mass ;  leaving  to  the  effects  of  another 
ystepi  the  gradtial  instruction  of  those  military 
icquirements  which,  in  a  republican  Government, 
t  is  so  essential  for  every  citizen  to  possess.  Act- 
ug  upon  this  principle,  and  believing  that  the 
Dstruetion  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
rnment  to  gife  would  be  more  usefully  bestowed 
ipon  the  whole  of  the  o£Bcers  and  sergeants  of 
he  militia,  than  upon  any  particular  clsss,  the 
ections  of  the  bill  which  relate  to  this  part  of 
he  subject  have  been  adopted  by  the  committee. 
Cliey  have  also  considered  it  to  be  proper  to  annex 
(ome  estimates  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  sys- 
evtk  they  recommend, 

*-^  Although  it  may  be  considered  that,  by  pre- 
dating a  bill  for  the  orffanization  and  classinca- 
ion  of  the  militia,  and  the  exposition  of  their 
notives  which  accompany  it,  the  committee  have 
performed  the  task  assigned  tliem  by  the  resolu- 
ioD  under  which  they  acted,  they  have,  never- 
iheless,  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  submit  some 
forther  views,  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
apon  this  important  subject. 

**'This  course  may  be  more  excusable,  as  the 
committee  have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging 
that  the  plan  embraced  by  the  bill  is  k  mere  ex- 
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pedient — a  choice  of  difficulties— a  system  which, 
although  it  will  place  the  militia  upon  a  much 
better  footing  they  have  before  stood  on,  yet  is 
not  jikely  to  produce  that  great  desideratum*- 
that  indispensable  requisite  in  a  Government  con- 
stituted like  ours— the  diffusion  of  a  military  spirit 
apd  military  information  throughout  the  great 
mass  of  the  people. 

"The  part  or  the  subject  which  still  remains 
to  be  discussed  will  be  best  understood  by  divid- 
ing it  into  two  distinct  propositions: 

'*  Ist.  Is  it  desirable  that  the  whole  male  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States,  of  the  proper  age 
should  be  trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  so  as  to  su- 
persede, under  any  circumstances,  the  necessity 
of  a  standing  army? 

"^ad.  Is  it  practicable? 

"  The  solicitude  which  has  been  manifested  by 
the  great  men  who  have  successively  filled  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  military  discipline 
for  the  militia,  which  would  produce  the  effect 
contemplated  by  the  first  proposition,  sufficiently 
manifests  their  sense  of  its  importance.  The 
KUbject  was  often  and  warmly  recommended  by 
the  Father  of  his  Country,  and,  at  an  early  period 
of  bis  Administration,  a  plan  for  the  purpose  was 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  being  cor- 
rected agreeably  to  his  suggestions,  was  submitted 
to  the  National  Legislature.  It  is  believed  that 
objections  to  the  expense  and  supposed  difficulty 
of  executing  this  plan,  and  to  its  object,  was  the 
cause  of  its  being  rejected.  Is  the  opinion  which 
prevailed  at  that  period,  that  an  energetic  national 
militia  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  security 
of  a  free  republic,  less  apparent  at  the  present? 
Has  anything  since  occurred,  either  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  or  of  any  other  country,  to  show 
that  a  standing  ''army,  forming  a  distinct  class 
In  the  comRiunity,'Ms  the  proper  defence  of  a  Gov- 
ernment constructed  like  ours  ?  Do  the  events 
of  the  late  war  show  that  discipline  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  militia?  or  does  the  present  aspect 
of  the  political  world  afford  so  much  security  as 
to  justify  the  indifference  which  prevails  in  pro- 
vidfing  an  effectual  national  defence  ? 

''It  is  impossible  that  any  American  can  recur 
to  many  of  the  events,  and  particularly  to  the 
concluding  scenes  of  the  late  war,  without  feelinj^ 
that  elevation  of  mind  which  a  recollection  of  his 
country^  glory  is  calculated  to  produce.  There 
are,  however,  others,  and  not  a  few,  that  are 
eminently  calculated  to  show  that  au  rmmease 
sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure  can  be  distinctly 
traced  to  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  militia. 
The  glorious  success  which,  in  several  instances, 
crowned  their  efforts,  was  the  result  of  uncommoa 
valor,  or  of  valor  united  with  the  advantage  of  a 
position  suited  to  their  peculiar  character.  The 
greater  part  of  the  American  militia,  accustomed 
from  their  early  youth  to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  are 
doubtless  more  formidable  than  any  other  troops 
in  the  world  in  the  defence  of  a  line  or  rampart. 
Victories  in  the  field  are  gained  by  other  quali- 
ties; by  those  disciplined  evolutions  which  gita 
harmony  and  concert  to  numerous  bodies  of  men, 
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and  enable  whole  armiea  to  move  with  the  activity 
and  address  of  siogle  combatanta.  Let  our  mili- 
tia be  iostructed,  and  America  would  be  equal  to 
a  contest  with  the  rest  of  the  world  united.  The 
improvementa  which  have  been  made  in  the  art 
of  war  since  the  commencement  of  the  French 
revolution  give  greater  advantage  to  invading 
and  disciplined  armies,  acting  against  those  of  a 
contrary  character,  than  they  before  possessed. 
Thisarises  from  their  increased  activity,  produced 
by  the  great  multiplication  of  their  light  troops; 
the  celerity  of  movement  given  to  the  ariillery ; 
and,  above  ail,  to  the  improvements  in  the  staff, 
placing  the  subsistence  of  large  armies  upon  a 
footing  of  security  beyond  what  was  formerly 
aopposed  to  be  possible.  An  improvement  in 
tactics,  which  gives  advanlaget  to  the  professed 
aoldier  who  fights  for  conqueat  over  the  citizen 
who  bears  arms  only  in  the  defence  of  his  coun- 
try, is  perhaps  to  be  regretted,  and  no  alternative 
is  left  to  the  latter  but  to  perfect  himself  in  the 
aame  arts  and  discipline.  It  is  believed  that  there 
ia  no  inaianceon  record  of  a  republic  whoae  citi- 
sens  had  been  trained  to  the  use  of  aroia,  having 
been  conquered  by  a  nation  posaesaing  a  difiereot 
form  of  government.  Small  republics  have  been 
overthrown  by  those  who  were  more  powerful, 
as  Saguotum  destroyed  by  Carthage,  and  Nu- 
mantia  by  Rome:  but  it  has  been  observed  of 
those  Governments,  that  *  their  walls  and  towers 
became  their  funeral  piles,  leaving  nothing  to 
their  conquerors  but  their  ashes.' 

**  The  committee  cannot  conceive  that  any  as- 
peet,  howe? er  pacific  it  may  be,  which  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe  may  for  the  present  have 
assumed  towards  this  country,  should  be  used  as 
an  arffument  to  procrastinate,  even  for  a  day,  any 
measure  calculated  to  render  their  future  hostility 
abortive.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  any  real 
friendship  can  exist  in  the  breasts  of  the  sovereicns 
of  that  continent  for  a  Government  which  has 
been  founded  upon  prineiplea  so  opposite  to  theirs, 
and  which,  by  the  happiness  it  diffusea,  affords 
an  eternal  satire  and  reproach  upon  their  conduct. 
Whatever  security,  then,  may  be  derived  from 
their  policy,  none  can  certainly  be  eipected  from 
their  forbearance,  whenever,  from  a  change  of 
circumstances,  they  may  think  itfMroper  to  ehanfe 
their  policy.  The  liberties  of  America  most, 
then,  be  preserved  as  they  were  won— by  the  arms, 
the  discipline,  and  the  valor  of  her  free*born  sons. 

''But  the  defence  of  our  country  against  a  for- 
eign enemy  dues  not  constitute  the  only  (perhaps 
not  the  chiel)  motive  of  military  improvements 
to  the  extent  contemplated  by  the  proposition  we 
are  couHidertng.  The  safety  of  a  republic  depends 
as  much  upon  the  equality  in  the  use  of  armi 
amongst  its  citizens,  as  upon  the  equality  of  rights; 
nothinff  can  be  more  dangerous  in  such  a  Govern- 
ment than  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  military 
art  confined  to  a  part  of  the  people,  for  sooner  or 
later  that  part  will  govern. 

''The  effects  of  discipliue  possessed  by  a  few. 
to  control  numbers  without,  is  to  be  seen  in  ail 
the  despotic  governments  of  modern  as  well  as 
ancient  times. 


^  In  general,  bow«Ter,  the  swbjeets  of  tkm 
despotic  governments,  which  preserre  tWir  lo- 
thority  by  standing  armies,  are  not  tUovti  the 
use  of  arms;  but  the  ose  of  arms  is  ofliibM 
sufficient.  A  striking  examine  of  thii  isioVe 
found  in  one  of  the  Grecian  republics.  Tke5ye< 
tans  were  enabled,  by  the  force  of  disdpiu; 
alone,  to  keep  in  subjection  for  ages  tlie  oAiii 
and  other  ancient  inhabitaota  <if  I^conis.  Tis 
men  were  not  only  allowed  the  itae  of  insi  k 
upon  almost  every  occaaion  formed  the  ptai 
part  of  the  Lacedemonian  army;  nor  were  tfce 
deficient  in  bravery,  but  thej  were  not  pemititt 
to  learn  that  admirable  discipline  whieii  ditfis- 

Suished  the  Oplitet ,  or  heavy  armed  idnirj  cf 
iparta. 

'*  Another  important  con8ideracian,orpBgtbc 
diffusion  of  a  military  apirit  amongat  oareffimi 
is,  the  counterpoise  it  will  afford  to  tbst  iiaii' 
nate  desire  of  wealth  which  aeems  to  bare  pe* 
vaded  the  whole  natioUi  bringing  witb  u  kha 
of  Inxnry,  mannera,  and  prineipfas,  higUrsift' 
vorable  to  oor  repablican  inatitstions. 

"  The  first  effect  of  thia  state  of  sodctf  is  tke 
substitution  of  a  standing  amy  for  t  mmL 
militia.  Upon  this  aubject  the  toaaiaet^ 
leave  to  make  a  quotation  from  the  repat  if  Ges* 
eral  Knox,  corrected  by  Preaident  WisawtQV. 
*It  is,'  says  the  patriotic  Secretary,  'the  aot- 
duction  of  vice  and  corruption  of  maaacnoi: 
the  mass  of  the  people,  that  renders  a  siia^ 
army  neceasary.  It  is  when  public  spiritist 
spised,  and  avarice,  indolence,  and  effeniaicf  c 
manners  predominate,  and  prevent  theesubi» 
ment  of  institutions  which  would  clersie  i^ 
minds  of  youth  in  the  paths  of  virtae  asd  iwsc 
that  a  standing  army  is  formed  aad  rireic^  f«* 
ever.'  So  true  is  the  principle  here  cesieMied 
for,  that  it  is  believed  there  is  no  iasoaeeia  kisr 
tory  of  a  nation  losing  its  liberties  what  the 
military  spirit  of  the  people  did  notMiae  ia  the 
same  proportion  that  the  corruptios  ef  aanaeii 
advanced*  Nor  was  any  free  goTerancat  ever 
overturned  bv  an  internal  convaliiaa,  "^^^J^ 
destruction  of  that  spirit  had  beea  first  ^aeet 
in  the  body  of  the  people.  It  was  not  aatil  ikt 
amusements  of  the  theatre,  the  baths,  aa4  tht 
public  gardens,  had  aoperaeded  the  cierciisi  «| 
the  Campus  Martius,  tnat  a  Romas  aray  dua 
to  revolt  against  its  country,  and  with  the  pow 
of  the  aword  to  aobstitote  tor  iu  free  iastiisajf 
the  arbitrary  will  of  a  dictator;  eighty  v**"^ 
fore  theauccesafol  usurpation  of  Cwai^  i^ivvaa 
of  an  army  could  have  produced  oo  »^  '"^ 
sequence.  ^ 

<*  But  the  habiu  of  the  people  had  bees  ^"C^^ 
no  longer  in  every  Roman  citizen  wiito  be  lon^ 
a  trained  and  practised  soldier;  tbehigb«  ^^^ 
were  cultivated,  indeed,  with  aeal  sad  loeeta  6f 
a  martial  nobility.  No  period  has  beea  ^^f^ 
1  ific  of  great  generals.  At  none  had  tbe  discipuv 
of  the  legions  been  so  perfect;  boi  tbey  wf  ^ 
longer  filled  by  citizens  taking  ib«r  "^^fL!, 
service.  The  militarv  had  become  a  ^J'***?-^ 
fession ;  composed  ot  men,  who. io  '^•■*\J^ j 
war  and  pillage,  had  forgotten  the  acred  otrtv^ 
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m9  attached  to  ibtir  eharaeter  m  citizens,  and 
lio  were  ever  as  ready,  upon  the  sog^stioD  of 
eir  leader,  to  torn  ilieir  arms  against  their 
^Qtry ,  as  the  eneAy  whom  they  were  raised  io 
»pose« 

'*  As  in  every  age,  then,  and  in  every  country, 
e  same  cause  will  firodiice  the  same  effects, 
e  palladia m  of  American  liberty  mast  be  the 
ffiisioo  of  military  diaei|>line,  and  a  military 
irif  through  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 
'-  But,  secondly ;  is  the  object  attainable? 
^  That  k  is  not  attainable  by  any  of  the  sys* 
PBS  which  have  iMretelore  been  in  use  in  the 
nited  Staiee,  is  very  evident  from  the  little  snc- 
8s  which  have  attended  them.  The  late  war 
peaiedly  exhibited  the  melancholy  fiict  of  large 
vpa  of  militia  going  to  the  battle  field  without 
idert»tandnig  a  single  eiemencary  principle,  and 
ithottt  being  able  to  perform  a  single  evolution, 
et  nil  ilia  laws  exist,  and  have  existed,  in  all 
e  States  since che  war  of  the  Revolntion,  which 
t  apart,  with  great  precision,  a  noi»ber  of  dajrs 
each  year  for  the^mzposes  of  training  and  dis- 
piioe.  But  from  jthisplan  no^good  fruit  has 
er  been  j>roduced«  It  was  au  error,  indeed, 
»mcnoQ  to  all  the  militia  systems  in  use  in  the 
nited  States,  that  the  periods  for  training  were 

0  short  and  too  distant  from  each  other  to  pro- 
ice  much  benefit. 

^*To  remedy  this  defect  camps  of  discipline 
ive  been  recommended.  One  of  the  rea900s 
hich  governed  the  committee  in  rejecting  that 
irt  of  the  Secretary  of  War's  recommendation 
IS  been  explained  above ;  but,  if  that  abjection 
loold  be  overcome,  the  committee  are  far  from 
linking  that  the  object  could  beat  all  accomplish* 

1  in  that  way.  There  is  another  more  formida- 
le  obstacle  to  success;  more  formidable,  because 

arises  from  thei>atare  of  our  Qovernmenc,  and 
le  constitution  of  :the  boiQan  character.  The 
iDtiments  and  habiis  of  a  free  country  necessa- 
ly  produces  amongst  the  citizens  a  soperior  rest* 
wsness  under  restraint,  than  is  to  be  met  wilfa  in 
le^ubjecisof  a  monarchy.  This  spirit  freqaently 
lanifeMts  itself  ev4*n  in  a  career  of  military  sevvtces, 
rfaere  the  high  interests  involved,  (and  in  ^ich 
ley  largely  partake,)  and  the  evident  neoesaiiy 
f  dtacipline  might  he  suppoaed  able  to  correct  it. 
*bere  can  searoety  he  a  restraint  more  vexatious 
nd  disgUfrtiiig  to  a  grown  man  than  die  initia- 
sry  4enons  of  the  military  art.  Military  disci* 
iliaeeoiisistsan  the  ohservanee  of  a  number  of 
nottte  particulars  which,  to  the  novitiate  in 
rms,  have  no  apparent  object,  but  which  form 
be  links  uf  a  beautiful  and  connected  system.  It 
s  heiieved  that  lo  this  caose  ia  to  be  attributed 
he  little  progress  which  has  been  mede  in  train* 
Dg  the  aiilitta  of  the  United  States;  nor  is  there 
nttch  prospect  that  any  change  of  system  could, 
vnh  regard  to  the  preseni  militia,  produce  the 
esult  at  which  we  aim.  ^ 

^  In  searching  for  landmarks  to  guide  as  to  our 
object,  it  will  be  io  vain  that  we  direct  curat* 
eutiun  to  the  modem  nations  of  Europe;  from 
hem  we  can  borrow  nothing  to  aid  our  purpose; 
{orernmcDis  formed  upon  artificial  distinctions 


in  society,  which  estimate  their  seeority  by  the 
inahllity  of  their  subjects  to  resist  oppression,  can 
furnish  a  free  people  with  no  guides  in  organising 
a  system  of  defence  which  shall  be  purely  na- 
tional.   We  are  not,  however,  without  resource. 

**  The  ai»eient  repoUics,  from  which  we  have 
drawn  many  of  the  choicest  maxims  upon  which 
to  found  our  eivil  institutions,  will  furnish  also  a 
moat  perfect  model  for  our  system  of  national  de* 
fence.  The  whole  secret  of  ancient  military 
glory^^the  fbnndntion  of  that  wonderful  combi- 
nation of  military  skill  and  exalted  valor  which 
enabled  the  petty  republic  of -Athens  to  resist  the 
mighty  torrent  of  Persian  invasion,  which  formed 
the  wells  of  Sparta,  and  conducted  the  Roman 
l^ions  (iniloeneed,  indeed,  by  unhallowed  mo- 
tives) to  the  conquest  of  the  world««*will  be  found 
in  the  military  education  of  their  youth.  The 
victories  of  Harathon  and  Platea,  of  Cynoce- 
phele  andPydna,  wave  the  practical  vesulto  of 
the  exercises  of  the  Oamnus  Martins  and  G^ym^ 
nasia.  It  is  on  a  fonndaiion  of  ihiakind,  and  of 
this  kind  onlv,  that  an  energetic  national  milllia 
can  be  established. 

"*An  examination  into  the  employments  and 
obligations  of  individimls  comprising  the  aoeietv,' 
says  Gkneral  Knox, '  will  evince  the  impossibimy 
of  diffusing  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war -by  any  other  means  than  a  course  of  disci- 
pline during  the  period  of  non^nge;  the  time  ne- 
cessary to  acquire  this  important  Knowledge  can- 
not be  afforded  at  any  other  period  of  life  with  so 
little  injury  to  the  pnbiie  or  private  intereats.' 
Nothing  is  more  true  than  what  is  here  advanced ; 
and  yet  it  is  most  singular  that  the  amiable  and 
patriotic  Sec reiafy  should  have  (bunded  his  plan 
upon  a  course  of  instruetlen,  to  commence  within 
the  limfta  of  nonage,  indeed,  but  at  so  advanced 
a  period  of  it.  that  all  (he  o6)octions  which  could 
be  made  to  diseipliaiog  the  militia  at  a  more  ad- 
vcnced  age  will  apply  to  it,  with  the  addition  of 
others  which  afe  more  cogent,  and  which  are 
supposed  to  be  iaherent  in  the  wamat  itself.  Of 
his  advanced  corps,  composed  or  the  yotRh  of  16, 
19,  nnd  tO.  years  of  age,  those  of  18  and  19  are  to 
be  drawn  out  for  thirty  dayn  in  each  vearinnd 
those  of  30  for  ten  days,  to  be  instructed  in  oampa 
of  discipline. 

^  It  has  been  strongly  urged  ugainst  this  pintt. 
that  the  sepamtioo  of  the  7enth^  at  tiiat  oritieal 
age,  from  the  superintending  vigilance  of  thoir 
parents  and  guardians,  would  bea  eerf  daagerous 
step,  nnd  that  the  loss  of  time  from  the  pursuit  of 
their  profeaaions  and  oecupalions  wouln  prove  to 
them  a  most  serious  evil. 

**  Whatever  force  there  nmy  he  in  these  ob|ee- 
tions,  the  committee  are  fully  pennnded  that  the 
improvement  to  be  derived  from  the  execution  of 
this  plan  would  not  compensate  for  the  expense 
and  loss  of  time  it  would  occasion.  The  perfiw- 
tion  of  discipline,  as  it  regards  the  soldier,  is  the 
gmce,  the  precision,  and  address,  with  which  he 
performs  certain  evolutions.  To  arrive  at  this 
perfection,  long  continued  practice  is  essenttal. 

^  And  since  It  most  be  evident  that  t^e  time 
necessary  ft>r  this  purpose  cannot  h«  utken  fmrn 
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the  ftrocatioDB  of  our  citizens^  after  thvy  h«re  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  manhood,  the  only  aUernatire 
is  to  doTise  a  Byatem  of  military  iostruetioD,  which 
shall  be  engrafted  on  and  form  a  part  of  the  ordi- 
Bary  edacation  of  our  youth. 

^  The  organization  of  a  syslem,.  thus  extensive 
in  its  operations,  must  necessarily  be  a  work  of 
some  time  and  difficulty.  The  want  of  statistical 
information  will  prevent  the  committee  from  sub- 
mitting to  the  House,  at  this  time,  more  than  the 
outline  of  their  plan.  It  is  embraced  in  the  fol« 
lowing  propositions: 

"As  the  important  advantages  of  the  military 
part  of  the  education  of  the  youth  will  accrue  to 
the  community,  and  not  to  the  individuals  who 
lequire  it,  it  is  proper  that  the  whole  expense 
of  the  establishment  should  be  borne  by  the  pub« 
lie  treasury. 

"  That  to  oomnori  with  the  eqnaUty,  which  is 
the  basis  of  our  Constitution,  the  organization  of 
the  establishment  should  be  such  as  to  extend, 
without  exception,  to  every  individual  of  the 
proper  age. 

^  That,  to  secure  this,  the  contemplated  mili- 
tary instruction  should  not  be  given  in  distinct 
schools,  established  for  that  purpose,  but  that  it 
should  form  a  branph  of  education  in  every  school 
within  the  United  States. 

^*  That  a  corps  of  the  military  institutions  should 
be  formed  to  attend  to  the  gymnastic  and  elemen- 
tary part  of  education  in  every  school  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whilst  the  more  scientific  part  of  the 
art  of  war  shall  be  communicated  by  professors 
a(  tactics,  to  be  established  in  ail  the  higher 
seminaries. 

"  The  eommitteeare  fully  aware  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  institution,  which,  from  its  nature, 
is  calculated  to  produce  an  important  change  in 
the  manners  and  habits  of  the  nation,  will  be  re> 
ceived  with  caution  and  distrust  by  a  people 
jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who  bdast  of  a  Gov- 
ernment whieh  executes  its  powers  with  the  least 
'possible  sacrifice  of  individual  right.  An  en- 
'Oreachment  upon  individual  rights  forms  no  part 
of  their  system.  It  is  not  a  conscription  wnich 
withdraws  from  an  anxious  parent  a  son,  for 
whose  morab  he  fears  more  than  for  his  life.  It 
is  not  a  Persian  or  Turkish  mandate  to  educate 
the  youth  within  the  purlieus  of  a  corrupt  court, 
but  a  system  as  purely  republican  in  practice  as 
itt  principle. 

^*  Th«  means  are  furnished  by  the  Government, 
and  the  Aineucan  youth  are  called  upon  to  qual- 
ifr  themselvas,  under  the  iuunediate  inspection 
ot  their  parents,  or  of  tutora  chosen  by  their  pa- 
lents,  for  the  sacred  task  of  defending  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country, 

"  Although  the  system  of  Qeneral  Knox  widely 
differs  from  that  which  has  been  recommended 
by  the  committee,  his  opinion  of  the  effects  to  be 
produced  by  it  is  conceived  to  be  more  pariicu* 
iariy  applicable  to  the  latter.  ^If  the  United 
States,'  says  he,  *  possess  the  vigor  of  mind  to  es- 
tablish the  first  institution,  for  the  military  in- 
strucdon  of  the  youth,  it  may  reasonablv  be 
expected  to  produce  the  moel  unequivocal  advan* 


tages.  A  fflorious  national  spirit  will  be  iotro- 
duced,  with  its  extensive  train  of  politicileoose> 
queoces.  The  youth  will  imbibe  •  lore  of  tbeir 
country,  reverence  and  obedience  to  iu  Wvs, 
courage  and  elevation  of  mind,  opesDesud 
liberality  of  character,  accompanied  by  i  'p. 
spirit  of  honor.  In  addition  to  which,  iheir  bodis 
will  acquire  a  robustness,  greatly  condacire  u 
their  personal  happiness ;  while  habit,  with  us 
silent  but  efficacious  operations,  will  danbiy» 
ment  the  system.' 

"  That  the  House  may  possess  aU  the  iororau- 
tion  necessary  to  act  upon  this  imporuiisobject. 
the  committee  respecttuUy  recommeoiltbeido{w 
tton  of  the  (bliowing  resoiution: 

''JReMohed,  That  the  Seereury  of  Wir  be  re- 
quired to  prepare  and  lay  before  thiiHo«e,a( 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  pUafottbeaili- 
tary  instruction  of  all  the  youth  of  tbe  Uaited 
States,  in  the  way  which  is  best  cskohtedfef 
the  purpose,  with  as  little  injury  as  posnble  to 
the  ordinary  course  o£  education.'' 


E»iimate$  of  training  the  OfficenandStrgtati^ 
the  MiHiia  of  the  UnUedStaia. 

These  estimates  are  made  on  a  sappond  son- 
ber  of  one  hundred  thousand  ideo,diTidc4eqQallf 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  into  twenty-fire  briiadet 

1st.  Estimate  upon  the  suppoiitioQ  ibii  tie 
officers  and  serffeants  receive  lull  pa]r,wiib«t 
rations,  or  an  allowance  for  ratioos  tod  fonp, 
except  to  tbe  sergeants,  for  whom  raiioos  mig- 
be  necessary. 

Each  brigade  containing,  accordiogtoestioiR 
four  thousand  men,  will  be  composed  of  foivref 
ments,  or  forty  companies.  . 

There  would,  then,  be  tbe  followiogfiflfl^^ 
stafi*  officers,  who  should  attend  the  trtioiflf: 

1  Brigadier  full  pay,  $104  .      .      i^^^ 
1  Brigade  inspector,  with  the  pay 
of  major       .... 
4  Colonels,  at  $75 
4  Lieutenant  colonels,  at  $60     • 
4  Majors,  at  950  •       •       .      > 

40  Captains,  at  (HO               •      • 
40  LieiHenants,  at  $30  . 
40  Second  lieutenants,  at  $25 
160  Sergeants,  $8  pay,  and  $6  for 
rations 


50  (» 

840  00 

200  00 

1600  (li 

1,000  » 

2JlOff 


Amount  of  expenses  of  one  brigade    J&O^ 

Theadjnumt  to  be  taken  from  theliae. 

Brigades,  twenty*five.  .  ^ 

Expense  of  training  officers  for  oocu««"  "| 

foil  pay,  of  twenty-five brigade^or m«>|"2 

dred  thousand  men  •       .      .  J^LT 

And  estimating  the  United  Sutei  a^  <^ 
million,  then  the  total  expense  of  11*1^"^."; 
officers  of  the  whole  militia  woold  besoe'*'^*^ 
dred  thousand  dollars  less  than  twoniiu^ 

The  following  estimate  is  made  on  (bt  s«PP^ 
sition  of  the  officers  receiving  only  halip^! > 
estimate  proceeds,  however,  opoo  a  •spp*'"" 
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of  ike  VnUed  maile$: 


t  DO  officer  it  to  r«eciv«  less  tkan  thirty  dol- 
(  per  month ;  ADd  the  sergeants  full  pay  and 
ions* 
Second  eeiimate  for  100,000  men : 
Brigadier,  half  pay  $53  00 

L  Brigade  inspector  •       .        •  30  00 

\  Colooeis,  half-pay .  150  00 

t  Lieut,  coionels,  half-pay  120  00 

t  Majors,  930  each  ...  120  00 

)  Captain  and  lieaten'ts,  at  $30  3,600  00 

^  Sergeants^  pay  and  rations    .  2,240  00 


ror  officers  of  one  brigade 
i*or  twenty-five  brigades 
Lod  for  1,000,000     . 


$6^12  00 
•  $157,800  00 
.   $1,578,000  00 


\.Dd  thirty  dollars  per  month,  except  sergeants, 
i  leaving  them  on  full  pay  and  rations,  then 
I  amount  would  be  varied,  as  will  appear  by 
!  tbfird  estimate)  vis: 

L  officers  in  a  brigade  of  4,000,  at 

ISO $4,020  00 

)  sergeants  on  full  pay  and  rations        2,240  00 


,e  brigade  -        -     .  - 

r  100,000,  making  twenty-five  bri- 
gades •       -       .       .       - 

id  for  1,000,000  • 


6;360  00 


156,500  00 


-  1,565,000  00 


py  of  Genera!  Knox's  report  on  the  arrangement 
tnd  eJateyUaiion  of  the  miUtia,  made  to  the  Houee 
yf  Rejfreeentativee,  on  the  19th  January,  1790. 

Wab  OpficEj  January  18, 1790. 

Sir:  Having  submitted  to  your  consideration 
;>lan  for  the  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the 
lited  States,  whicn  I  had  presented  to  the  late 
>ogress,  and  you  having  approved  the  general 
inciples  thereof,  with  certain  exceptions,  I  now 
ipectfully  lay  the  same  before  you,  modified 
cording  to  the  alterations  you  were  pleased  to 

fgesi. 
t  has  been  mv  anxious  desire  to  devise  a  na-^ 
>nal  system  of  defence,  adequate  to  the  probable 
igencies  of  the  United  States,  whether  arising 
om  internal  or  external  causes;  and,  at  the  same 
me,  to  erect  a  standard  of  republican  magoa- 
mity,  independent  of  and  superior  to  the  pow- 
ful  influence  of  wealth. 
The  convulsive  events  generated  by  the  ioor- 
inaie  pursuit  of  riches  or  ambition  require  that 
18  Government  should  possess  a  strong  correc- 
ve  arm. 

The  idea  is  therefore  submitted,  whether  an 
^cient  military  branch  of  government  can  be 
evented  with  safety  to  the  great  principles  of 
berty,  unless  thie  same  shall  be  formed  of  the 
eople  themselves,  and  supported  by  their  habits 
nd  manners.  I  have  the  hoDor  to  be|  dbc, 
H.  KNOX,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Prb8ij>bnt  of  the  United  Stgteo. 


TSa  IMTAODnCTtOll. 

That  a  well  eoastituted  republic  is  more  favor* 
able  to  the  liberlies  of  society,  and  that  its  prin- 
ciples give  a  higher  elevation  to  the  human  mind 
than  any  other  form  of  government,  has  gene- 
rally been  acknowledged  by  the  unprejudiced 
and  enlightened  part  of  mankind. 

But  it  is  at  the  same  time  acknowledged  that, 
unless  a  republic  prepares  itself,  b^  proper  ar- 
ranffements,  to  meet  those  exig^eincies  to  whicli 
all  States  are  in  a  degree  liable,  its  peace  and  es* 
isteace  are  more  nrecarions  than  the  forms  of 
government  in  which  the  will  of  one  direeia  the 
conduct  of  the  whole  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation. 

A  Governneikt  whose  meaanres  must  be  the 
result  of  multiplied  deliberations  is  seldom  in  a 
situation  to  produce  instantly  those  exertions 
which  the  occasion  may  demand;  therefore,  it 
ought  to  possess  sucb  energetic  establishments  as 
should  enable  it,  by  the  vigor  of  its  own  dtisens, 
to  control  eveiits  as  they  arise,  instead  of  being 
convulsed  or  subverted  by  them. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  modern  ages  that  Gov- 
ernments have  been  formed  by  chance  and  evesta 
instead  of  system;  that,  without  fixed  prineiplef^ 
they  are  braced  or  relaxed,  from  time  to  time^ae* 
cording  to  the  predominating  power  of  the  rulers 
or  the  ruled;  the  rulers  possessing  separata  in* 
terests  from  the  peoplei  excepting  in  some  of  the 
bigh«toned  monarchies^  in  which  all  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  prince  seeou  annihilated. 

Hence,  we  look  round  Europe  in  vain  for  an 
extensive  Government,  rising  an  the  power  ia* 
herent  in  the  people,  and  performing  iu  opera* 
tions  entirely  for  their  benefit.  But  we  find  arti- 
ficial force  governing  everywhere^  and  the  people 
geaerally  made  sobMrvient  to  tfa^  elevadoa  and 
caprice  of  the  lew;  almost  every  nation  appear- 
ing to  be  busily  employed  in  conducting  soma 
external  war,  grappling  with  internal  commotion, 
and  endeavoring  to  extricate  itself  from  impend-- 
ing  debts  which  threaten  to  overwhelm  it  with, 
ruin.  Princes  and  Ministers  seem  neither  to  have 
leisure  nor  inclination  to  bring  forward  institu- 
tions for  difiuaiog  general  strengtli,  knowledge, 
and  happiness;  but  they  seem  to  understand  well 
the  Maehiavelian  maxim  of  polittes^divida  and 
govern. 

May  the  United  States  avoid  the  errors  and 
crimes  of  other  Governments,  and  possess  the 
wisdom  to  embrace  the  present  invaluable  oppor-*- 
tunity  of  establishiog  aucli  institutions  as  snail 
invigorate,  exalt,  aod  perpetuate  the  great  princi- 
ples of  freedom ;  an  opportunity  pregnant  witk 
the  fate  of  millionS|  but  rapidly  noma  on  the 
wings  of  time,  and  may  never  again  return. 

The  public  miadi  unbiassed  by  superstitioa 
or  prejudice,  seems  happily  prepared  to  receive 
the  impressions  of  wisdom.  The  latent  springs  of 
human  action,  ascertained  by  the  standard  of  ex- 
perience, may  be  r^^ulated  and  made  subservient 
to  the  noble  purpose  of  forming  a  dignified  na-^ 
tional  character. 

The  causes  by  which  nations  have  ascended 
and  declined,  though  the  various  ages  of  the 
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world,  may  be  eatelf  and  aoBorately  detennioed ; 
and  the  United  Btatee  ttaf  be  plaeed  in  the  iio- 
goltfiy  fbrtoaate  coadttion  of  eoBaaf ncioe  their 
career  of  empire,  with  the  acoamttiaied  know- 
ledge of  all  the  haownsocieties  and  GoTemments 
of  the  globe. 

The  strength  of  the  Qorerament,  like  the 
strength  of  any  otiwr  Test  and  eomplieated  ma- 
eUne^  will  depend  on  m  doe  adjnitment  of  ita 
seveiml  parts.  Iii'  agrtcnlture,  tte  eommeroe,  its 
lawi,  its  finance,  its  system  of  defence,  and  its 
manners  and  habita,  all  reatiire'consideratton,and 
the  hi^eet  ejEercise  of  political  wisdom. 

It  IB  the  intention  of  the  present  attempt  to 
suffgest  the  most  eflScient  svstem  of  defence 
which  may  be  coaspatibie  wim  the  imenBU  of  a 
free  people ;  a  system  which  shall  nol  only  pro- 
duce the  expected  effecti  bat  whioh|  in  its  opera- 
tionsf  siiall  also  prodnee  those  habits  and  manners 
which  will  impart  strength  and  dnrability  to  the 
whole  GtoTcmment* 

The  modern  practice  of  Enrope,  with  respect 
to  the  employment  of  standing  armies,  haa  cre- 
ated sQch  a  mass  of  Miiaion  in  their  favor,  that 
even  philosophers  and  the  advocates  for  liberty 
have  frequently  conlesaed  their  use  and  necessity 
in  certain  caace. 

But  whoever  seria»ly  and  csndidly  estimates 
the  power  of  discipline  and  the  tendenev  of  mili- 
tary habits  will  be  constrained  to  conKss  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  efficiency  of  a  standing  army 
in  war,  it  cannot  in  peace  be  considered  aa  friendly 
to  the  rights  of  human  natnm.  The  recent  in- 
stance in  France  canoot^  with  propriety,  be 
broQglit  to  overtvro  the  general  principle  boilt 
upon  the  uniform  experience  of  mankind.  It 
may  be  found^  on  enanining  the  causes  that  ajv* 
pear  to  have  mfloenced  the  military  of  France, 
that,  while  the  sprinn  of  power  were  wound  up 
in  the  nation  to  the  highest  pitch,  the  discipline 
of  the  arony  was  propertinnablv  relaned.  But 
any  argnment  on  tms  bead  may  be  considered  as 
unnecessary  to  the  enlightened  citizens  of  the 
United.  Stales* 

A  small  cor^  of  well  disciplined  and  well  in* 
formed  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  a  legion  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontiers  and  theme^udnes 
and  arsenal*,  are  all  the  military  esmblisbment 
which  may  be  required  for  the  present  use  of  (he 
Uaiied  States. 

The  privates  of  the  corps  to  be  enlisted  for  a 
certain  period,  and  after  the  expiration  of  which 
to  return  to  the  mass  of  the  citizens. 

An  energetic  national  militia  is  to  be  ffgaided 
as  the  capital  security  of  a  fre^  republic;  and  not 
acetandingarmytfonninga  dlKinct  class  in  the 
commnnity. 

It  is  the  introdactioo  and  diibaiov  of  vice  and 
cormpAion  of  mmmers  into  the  mass  of  the  people 
thai  reader  a  standing^  nrmy  necessary.  It  is 
wiien  public  spirit  is  despised^  ami  avariee,  iado- 
Innoe^  and  efouinaoy  of  nuumen,  predominate, 
and  pfeT>enl  the  establishment  qf  iastitotions 
whicn  would  elevate  the  minds  of  the  youthe  in 
tfaa  paths  of  virtue  aad  honor,  that  a  standhig 
aimy  is  ftnrmed  and  riveted. forever. 


While  the  human  ehameterreniahKsnh^, 
aad  society  and  Qovemmenuof  comiMiia- 
tent  are  formed,  a  principle  ever  resdytsneite 
the  laws  and  defend' the  State  bum  coMidy 
exist.  Without  this  vital  principle  tbe  Qom. 
caent  would  be  invaded  or  ovenonei,ti4infr 
pied  upon  by  the  bold  end  ambitioos.  Nocn- 
montty  can  be  lone  held  together,  oilis  k 
arrangements  are  adequate  to  iu  jvoMha' 
gencjea^ 

if  it  should  be  decided  to  reject  a  stss^vef 
for  the-mtlitary  breach  of  the  GovenmcataTtlF 
United  Slates,  as  possessing  too  fiereemspnt. 
and  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  liWrtrji 
will  follow  that  a  well  constituted  miliiiioi^i 
iw  oo'esinoHsnefl. 

A  codsideration  of  the  subject  will  ikif&e 
impracticability  of  disciplining  at  oseetbenu 
of  the  people.  All  discoseione  oo  tbenkjiii^ 
a  powerful  militia  will  reeuh  in  ooe  m  oikr^ 
the  following  principles : 

1st.  Either  efficient  institutions  nioti  bess^ 
lished  for  the  military  education  of  thf^N^ 
and  that  the  knowledge  acquired  ibmii  M 
he  diffused  throughout  the  commcoiif  if  <^ 
meana  of  rotation:  or, 

Sdly.  That  the  militia  most  be  foroKiofnih 
stitntesy  after  the  manner  of  the  militii  o(  Gmt 
Britain. 

If  the  United  States  possess  the  rifor  of  osd 
to.  eitahlish  the  first  institution,  it  oty  rrtsu' 
ably  be  expected  to  produce  the  mosteieiiinal 
advantagea.  A  glorious  national  spirit  wiU  ^ 
introduced,  with  its  extensive  traio  of^^^^ 
consequences.  The  youth  will  isiliibeilon." 
their  country-;  reverence  and  obtdiMot »  ^ 
laws^  courage  aad  elevation  of  misd;  opo^ 
and  liberality  of  character,  accomnsoiedi^i;^ 
spirit  of  honor;  in  addiciou  to  which dflf^'^ 
will  acquire  a  robustness  greatly  ^''^^^ 
their  personal  happiness,  as  well  ts  Ac  ^^ 
of  their  country;  while  habit,  witbi(ss>Bt»t 
eScacioue  operatioiw,  will  durablf  tttffX  tbe 
system. 

Habit,  that  powerful  and  uotvemlltv.iKn' 
santly  acting  on  the  human  race,  w«il  iff^ 
the  attention  of  legislators.  Forfoed  it  srst^ 
Individuals,  by  separate  andaln)Osrinperi;f|Ki«< 
impulses,  uati)  at  length  it  acqairessfareevbia 
controls  with  irreslstibb  swsf.  The  ellrcM 
salutary  or  pernicious  habits  opwraiio^ooi*^ 
nation  are  Immense,  and  decide  it*  ^  ^ 
character  in  the  world. 

Hence,  the  science  of  legislation  terl^^* 
scrutinize  every  national  institotios,  ^^^1 
introduce  proper  or  improper  bsbits,  <0  *'':c 
with  religions  zeal  the  former,  and  rfj«t*' 
horror  the  latter.  ,^ 

A  republic,  constructed  on  thepriccipteW"* 
stated,  would  be  uninjured  by  eveatt  t^^^)^ 
overturn  a  Ck>vemment  supported  soleif  "f 
uncertain  power  of  a  standing  arof'        -.. 

ThewelMnformed  members  of  tbeeooe^'^ 
actuated  by  the  highest  motires  of  >»'['!' 
would  fom^  the  real  defence  of  ibe  c<e^ 
Rebellions  would  be  prevented,  or  frpp^ 
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with  —Me,  loTuioBt  of  sueh  a  Gbrernmeiit 
roald  be  oadertaken  only  by  madmeD.  and  the 
^iitiies  aod  kaowledge  of  tbe  people  wodld  eSecU 
lally  oppose  the  introdacttoa  of  tyra»Dy. 

But  tire  seeend  priociple  (a  militia  of  sobati- 
ates)  is  pregnant,  m  a  degree,  with  the  mbehieft 
>f  a  standing  arnay,  as  it  is  oighly  probable  the 
abstitates,  from  time  to  time,  will  be  nearly  the 
ame  men,  and  tbe  most  idle  and  worthless  part 
)f  tbe  oommnnity.  Wealthy  families,  proud  of 
listinetioos,  which  riches  may  confer,  will  pre- 
rent  their  sons  from  serving  in  the  militia  of 
»ttbstitaMs$  the  plan  will  degenerate  into  habitual 
•ootempi;  a  standing  army  will  be  introduced, 
ind  the  liberties  of  the  people  subjected  to  all  tbe 
soniiDgeneies  of  events. 

The  expense  attending  an  energetic  establisb- 
oaent  of  militia  may  be  strongly  urged  as  an  ob- 
jection to  tbe  institution*  But  it  is  to  be  remem- 
t>ered  that  this  objection  is  .levelled  at  both 
lystems,  whether  by  rotation  or  by  substitutes ; 
ror,  if  the  numbers  are  eqnai^  the  expense  will 
ilso  be  equal.  The  estimate  ot  the  expense  will 
show  its  untmportanee  when  compared  with  the 
magnitude  and  beneficial  effects  of  the  institution. 

Bat  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  States  will  cheer- 
fully  consent  to  the  expenses  of  a  measure  celcu^ 
lated  to  serve  as  a  perpetual  barrier  to  tbeir  lib* 
eriies;  especially  as  they  well  know  that  the 
distMirsemenis  will  be  made  among  the  members 
of  the  same  community,  and  therHore  ctnnot  be 
injorious. 

ISvery  intelliffent  mind  would  rejoice  in  tbe 
establishment  of  an  institatioO)  under  whose  aus* 
pices  the  youth  end  vigor  of  the  constitution 
would  be  renewed  with  each  successive  genera- 
tioo,  and  which  would  appear  to  secure  tbe  great 
principles  of  freedom  and  happiness  against  the 
ID  juries  of  time  and  events. 

Tbe  following  plan  is  formed  on  these  general 
principles: 

1st.  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  erety 
nation  to  establish  all  necessary  institutions  for 
its  own  perfection  and  defence. 

2dly.  That  it  is  a  capital  secinity  to  a  free  State 
for  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  possess  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  military  art. 

3dly.  That  this  knowledge  eannot  be  attained 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  but  by  establishing 
adequate  institutions  for  the  military  education 
of  youth ;  and  that  tbe  knowledge  acquired  therein 
should  be  diffused  throughout  tbe  community  by 
tbe  nrinciples  of  rotation. 

4thly.  That  every  man  of  tbe  proper  ace  and 
ability  of  body  is  firmly  bound  bjr  the  social  com- 
pact, to  perform,  personally,  his  proportion  of 
military  auty  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

5thly.  That  all  men  of  tbe  legal  military  age, 
should  be  armed,  enrolled,  and  held  responsible 
for  diflisrent  decrees  of  military  service. 

And  6thly.  That,  agreeably  to  the  Consiitu* 
tion,  the  United  States  are  to  provide  for  organ- 
izing, arming,  and  disciplining  tbe  militia,  and 
for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  re- 
serving to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appoint- 


ment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
tbe  militia  according  to  tbe  discipline  prescribed 
by  Congress. 

THE  PLAN. 

Tbe  period  of  life  on  which  military  service 
shall  be  required  of  the  citixena  of  the  United* 
Slates,  to  commence  at  eighteen,  and  telminata 
at  tbe  age  of  sixty  yean. 

The  men  comprehended  by  this  descriptioa^ 
exclusive  of  such  exceptions  as  the  Legidatures 
of  the  respective  States  may  think  proper  to 
make,  and  all  actual  mariners,  shall  be  enrolled 
for  different  degrees  of  military  duty,  and  divided 
into  three  distinct  classes. 

The  first  class  shall  comprehend  tbe  youth  of 
eighteen,  nineteen,  and  twenty  years  of  age,  to 
be  denominated  the  advanced  corps. 

The  second  class  shall  include  the  men  from 
twenty-one  to  forty-five  years  of  sge,  to  beds- 
nominated  the  main  corps. 

The  third  class  shall  comprehend,  inclueivelyy 
the  men  from  forty-six  to  sixty  years  of  age^  to 
be  denominated  the  reserved  corps. 

All  tbe  militia  of  the  United  States  shall  aa* 
sume  the  form  of  tbe  legion,  which  shall  be  tbe 
permanent  establishment  thereof. 

A  legion  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  fif^* 
three  commissioned  officers,  and  two  thoostnid 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates,  formed  in  the  following  man* 
ner; 

1.  The  legionary  $taf. — One  legionary,  or  ma*- 
jor  general;  two  aidsHde-eamp  of  the  rank  of 
major,  one  of  whom  to  be  the  legionary  quarter- 
master; one  inspector  and  deputy  adjutant  gene^ 
ral,  of  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel ;  one  chap- 
lain. 

2.  7%0  brigade  efi^.— One  brigadier  general ; 
one  brigade  inspector,  to  serve  as  an  aid^de-eamp. 

3^  Tne  regimenUU  sto^.-r-Oae  lieutenant  eoHh 
nel  commandant;  two  majors;  one  adjutant^ 
one  paymaster,  or  agent ;  one  quartermaster. 

4.  Two  brigades  of  <^i/!infry.^Bach  brigade 
of  two  regiments ;  each  regiment  of  eight  com- 
panies, forming  two  battalions ;  each  company 
of  a  captain )  lieutenant,  ensign,  six  sergeants, 
one  drum,  one  fife,  and  sixty-four  rank  and  file. 

5.  THooeompaateeq^rt/feiRefi.— Bach  company 
to  have  a  captain,  lieutenant,  ensign,  six  ser- 
geants, a  bugle-horn,  one  drum,  and  sixty-foor 
rank  and  Ale. 

6.  AbattalionofartiUerpj^Con^\siiogo(favLt 
companies,  each  to  have  a  captain,  captaia-lieiK 
tenant,  one  lieuunant,  six  serseaats,  twelve  arti- 
ficers, and  fifty-two  rank  and  file. 

7.  A  equadrcn  q/'coiMi/ry.— Consisting  of  two 
troops,  each  troop  to  have  a  captain,  two  lieu* 
tenants,  a  cornet,  six  sergeants,  one  farrier,  one 
saddler,  one  trumpeter,  aad  sixty-four  dragoons. 

In  case  the  whole  number  of  the  advanced 
corps  in  any  State  should  be  insufficient  to  form 
a  l^ion  of  this  extent,  yet  the  component  parts 
must  be  preserved, and  the  reduction  proportioned, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  to  each  part. 

The  companies  of  all  the  corps  shall  be  divided 
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into  sections  of  twelve  each.  It  is  proposed  by 
this  division  to  establish  one  uniform  vital  prin- 
ciple, which,  in  peace  and  war,  shall  pervade  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

All  requsitions  for  men  to  form  an  army,  either 
for  State  or  federal  purposes,  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  of 
the  sections. 

The  Executive  Government,  or  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  militia  of  each  State,  will  assess 
the  numbers  required  on  the  respective  legions 
of  these  corps. 

The  legionary  General  will  direct  the  propor- 
tions to  be  furnished  by  each  part  of  his  com- 
mand. Should  the  demand  be  so  gremt  as  to 
lequire  one  man  from  each  section,  then  the 
operation  hereby  directed  shall  be  performed  by 
single  sections.  But  if  a  less  number  should  be 
required,  they  will  be  furnished  by  an  association 
of  sections  or  companies,  according  to  the  de- 
mand. In  any  case,  it  is  probable  that  mutual 
convenience  may  dictate  an  apeement  with  an 
individual  to  perform  the  service  required.  If, 
however,  no  agreement  can  be  made,  one  must 
be  detached  bv  an  indiscriminate  draught,  and 
the  others  shall  pay  him  a  sum  of  money,  equal 
to  the  average  sum  which  shall  be  paid  in  the 
same  leji^ion  for  the  voluntary  performance  of 
the  service  required. 

In  case  any  sections,  or  companies  of  a  legion, 
after  having  furnished  its  own  quota,  should 
have  more  men  willing  to  engage  for  the  service 
required,  other  companies  of  the  same  legion 
aball  have  permission  to  engage  them.  The 
same  rule  to  extend  to  the  different  legions  in 
the  State. 

The  legionary  General  must  be  responsible  to 
the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
Stat^  that  the  men  furnished  are  aeeordiog  to 
the  oescription,  and  that  they  are  equipped  in 
the  manner,  and  marched  to  the  rendezvous,  con- 
formably to  the  orders  for  that  purpose. 

The  men  who  may  be  draughted  shall  not 
serve  more  than  three  years  at  one  time. 

The  reserved  corps,  being  destined  for  the  do- 
mestic defence  of  the  State,  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  furnish  men,  excepting  iii  cases  of  actual  inva- 
sion or  rebellion,  and  then  the  men  required  shall 
be  furnished  by  means  of  the  sections. 

The  actual  commissioned  officers  of  the  re- 
spective corps  shall  not  be  included  in  the  sec- 
tions, nor  in  any  of  the  operations  thereof. 

The  respective  States  shall  be  divided  into 
portions  or  districts,  each  of  which  to  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  some  complete  part  of  a 
legion. 

Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
serve  his  country  in  the  field,  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  either  as  an  officer  or  soldier,  shall,  if 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  be  exempted 
from  the  service  required  in  the  advanced  corps. 
If  he  shall  be  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
then  every  year  he  shall  so  serve  in  the  field 
shall  be  estimated  as  equal  to  six  years'  service 
in  the  main  or  reserved  corps,  and  shall  accord- 
ingly exempt  him  from  every  service  therein  for 


the  said  term  of  six  years,  except  ia  cwo/'ae. 
tual  invasion  of  or  rebellion  withta  the  Suiem 
which  he  resides.  And  it  shall  alsobeapoii- 
nent  establishment,  that  six  years'  aeiulimiee 
in  the  field  shall  entirely  free  every  ciiizmfraB 
any  further  demsnds  of  service,  eiiher  is  tbe 
militia  or  in  the  field,  unless  in  cases  of  innsis 
or  rebellion. 

All  actual  mariners  or  seamen,  in  tbetcspeeiifi 
States,  shall  be  registered  In  districts,  tndditi^ 
into  two  classes  ;  the  first  class  to  costisiof  ili 
seamen,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  thirtf  fevi 
inclusively;  the  second  class  to  eofisstc/'ili 
those  of  the  age  of  thirty-one  to  fortj-ire;  lo- 
ci osiveW. 

The  first  class  shall  be  responsible  tosemiittee 
years  on  board  of  some  public  armed  read  or 
ship  of  war,  as  a  commissioned  officer,  vinut 
officer,  or  private  mariner;  for  which  semce.ibef 
shall  receive  the  customary  wages  aod  fOfils- 
ments. 

But  should  the  Sute  not  demand  the  siitfite 
years'  service  during  the  above  period Jroa  ibe 
age  of  sixteen  to  thirl v  years,  then  thejirtjtfi 
be  exempted  entirely  therefrom. 

The  person  so  serving  shall  receive seeitiiaK 
of  his  service,  on  parchment,  accordiit  u  t^e 
form  which  shall  be  directed,  which  sbsllexait 
him  from  any  other  than  voluntary  serTic(,oi^ 
on  such  exigencies  as  may  require  tbe  serrieei 
of  all  the  members  of  the  community. 

The  second  class  shall  be  responsible  for  i  pn^ 
portion  of  service  in  those  cases  towkie^t^ 
first  class  shall  be  unequal. 

The  numbers  required  shall  be  faroisbe^  ^f 
sectioosj  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescrMAr 
the  sections  of  the  militia. 

Of  the  Advanced  Corps, 

The  advanced  corps  are  designed,  0^^1 " 
a  school,  in  which  the  youth  of  the  Uoit«tfSut^ 
are  to  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  wat,botUKf 
are,  in  all  cases  of  exigence,  to  serve  asantftul 
defence  to  the  community.  ^ 

The  whole  of  the  armed  corps  sbtU  be  eloi^ 
according  to  the  manner  hereafter  directed,  vo^ 
and  subsisted,  at  the  expense  of  the  UaitedSute^i 
and  all  the  youth  of  the  said  corps,  ioeadiSai^f 
shall  be  encamped  together,  if  practiable, or  bJ 
legions ;  which  encampments  shall  be  deDOO^ 
nated  the  annual  camps  of  diaciplioe. 

The  youth  of  eighteen  and  ninetees  Jf^ 
shall  be  disciplined  for  thirty  days  sB«<f ,|7 
in  each  year  j  and  those  of  twenty-yeais.^* 
disciplined  only  for  ten  days  of  the  sooii^  ^' 
campments. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  aoajF?  , 
are  not  to  receive  any  pay  durioff  the  .^'^^i 
but  the  commissioned  officers  will  ^^^^'^^^lS 
of  their  relative  ranks,  agreeably  to  tber^^ 
establishment  for  the  time  being. 

In  order  that  the  plan  shall  eflectoallr  «^ 
the  end  proposed,  the  first  day  of  Jaouarf  ^ 
be  the  fixed  period,  for  all  who  attain  tbetT^ 
eighteen  years  in  any  part  or  darisj;  ^]\1 
of  each   year,  to  be  enrolled  in  \ht  tdrn^ 
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lorps,  and  to  lake  ibe  necessary  oaths  lo  perform, 
>er$onalljr,  sach  legal  military  service  as  may  be 
II reeled,  for  the  fall  and  complete  term  of  three 
rears,  to  be  estimated  from  the  time  of  entrance 
nto  the  said  corps ;  and  also  to  lake  an  oath  of 
illeffiaoce  to  the  State,  and  to  the  United  States. 

The  commanding  officer,  or  general  of  the  ad< 
danced  legions  of  the  district,  shall  regulate  the 
Banner  of  the  service  of  the  youth,  respectively, 
Tvhether  it  shall  be  in  the  infantry,  artillery)  or 
:avalry  ;  but  after  having  entered  into  either  of 
:bem,  oo  chaoge  should  he  allowed. 

Each  individual,,  at  his  first  joining  the  annual 
:amps  of  discipline,  will  receive  complete  arms 
ind  accoutrements,  all  of  which,  previously  to 
[lis  being  discharged  from  the  said  camps,  he  must 
return  to  the  regimental  quartermaster,  on  the 
penalty  of  — — -  dollars,  or  -— —  months'  impris- 
onment. 

The  said  arms  and  accoutrements  shall  be 
marked  in  some  conspicuous  place  with  the  let- 
ters M.  U.  S.  And  all  sales  or  purchases  of  any 
of  said  arms  or  accoutrements  shall  be  severely 
punished  according  to  law. 

And  each  individual  shall,  also,  on  his  first  en- 
trance into  the  advanced  corps,  receive  the  fol- 
lowing clothing :  one  hat,  one  uniform^short  coat, 
one  waiscoat,  and  one  pair  of  overalls,  which  he 
shall  retain  in  his  own  possession,  ana  for  which 
he  shall  be  held  accountable)  and  he  compelled 
to  replace  all  deficiencies  during  his  service  in 
the  annual  camps  of  discipline. 

Those  who  shall  serve  in  the  cavalrv  shall  be 
at  the  expense  of  their  own  horses,  and  uniform 
helmets,  and  horse  furniture;  but  they  shall 
receive  forage  for  their  horses, swords,  pistol^  and 
clothing,  equal  in  value  to  the  infantry. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  every  individ- 
ual having  served  in  the  manner  and  for  the  time 
prescribed  shall  receive  an  honorary  certificate 
thereof,  on  parchment,  and  signed  by  the  legionary 
general  and  inspector. 

The  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  such  certi- 
ficates shall  be  given  shall  be  fairly  registered  in 
books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

And  the  said  certificate,  or  an  attested  copy 
of  the  register  aforesaid,  snail  be  required  as  an 
indispensable  qualification  for  exercising  any  of 
the  rights  of  a  free  citizen,  until  after  the  age  of 
—  years. 

The  advanced  legions,  in  all  cases  of  invasion 
or  rebellion)  shall,  on  requisition  of  lawful  au- 
thority, be  obliged  to  march  to  any  place  within 
the  United  States;  to  remain  imbodied  for  such 
time  as  shall  be  directed,  not  to  exceed  one  year, 
to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  marching  from 
the  regimental  parades,  during  the  period  of  their 
being  on  such  service;  to  be  placed  on  the  con< 
tinental  establishment  of  pay,  subsistence,  cloth- 
ing, forase,  tents,  camp  equipage,  and  all  such 
other  allowances  as  are  made  to  the  federal 
troops,  at  the  same  timC)  and  under  the  same 
circumstances. 

If  the  military  service  so  required  should  be  for 
such  a  short  period  as  to  render  an  actual  issue  of 
clothiog  unnecessary,  then  an  allowance  should 


be  made  in  proportioQ  to  the  annual  cost  of  cloth« 
ing  for  the  federal  soldier,  according  to  estimates 
to  be  furnished  for  that  purpose  from  the  War 
Office  of  the  United  States. 

In  case  the  legions  of  the  advanced  corps  should 
march  to  any  place,  in  consequence  of  a  requisi- 
tion of  the  General  Government,  all  legal  and 
proper  expenses  of  such  march  shall  be  paid  by 
the  United  States.  But  should  they  be  imbodied 
and  march  in  consequence  of  an  order  derived 
from  the  authority  of  the  States  to  which  they 
belong,  and  for  State  purposes,  then  the  expenses 
will  be  borne  by  the  State. 

The  advanced  corps  shall  be  constituted  on 
such  principles  that,  when  completed,  it  will 
receive  one-third  part,  and  discharge  one-third 
part  of  its  numbers  annually.  By  this  arrange* 
ment,  two-thirds  of  the  corps  will  at  all  times  be 
considerably  disciplined ;  but  as  it  will  only  re- 
ceive those  of  eighteen  years,  it  will  not  be  com* 
pleted  until  the  third  year  after  its  institution. 
Those  who  have  already  attained  the  ages  of 
nineteen  and  twenty  years  will,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, be  enrolled  in  the  main  corps. 

But  one-half  of  the  legionary  officers  to  be  ap- 
pointed the  first,  and  the  other  the  second  year 
of  the  establishment. 

The  officers  of  each  ffrade  in  the  States,  re- 
spectively, shall  be  divided  into  three  classes, 
which  shall  by  lot  be  numbered  one,  two,  and 
three;  one  of  the  said  classes,  according  to  their 
numbers,  shall  be  be  deranged  every  third  year.  In 
the  first  period  of  nine  years  one-third  part  will 
have  to  serve  three,  one-third  part  six,  and  one» 
third  part  nine  years;  but  after  the  said  first 
period,  the  several  classes  will  serve  nine  years, 
which  shall  be  the  limitation  of  service  bv 
virtue  of  the  same  appointment;  and  in  such 
cases  where  there  may  not  be  three  officers  of 
the  same  grade,  the  limitation  of  nine  years'  ser- 
vice shall  oe  observed.  All  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  aforesaid  dera^ements,or  any  casualtieS| 
shall  be  immediately  filled  by  new  appointments* 

The  eaptains  and  subalterns  of  the  advanced 
corps  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-one,  nor  more 
than  thirty-five ;  and  the  field  officers  shall  not 
exceed  forty-five  years  of  age* 

Each  company,  battalion,  and  regiment  shall 
have  a  fixed  parade  or  place  at  which  to  assem- 
ble. The  companies  shall  assemble  at  their  own 
parade,  and  march  to  the  parade  of  the  battalion, 
and  the  battalions  to  the  regimental  parade ;  and, 
when  thus  imbodied,  the  regiment  will  match  to 
the  rendezvous  of  the  legion.  Every  officer  of  a 
companv,  battiilion,  and  regiment  will  be  ac- 
countable to  his  superior  officer  that  his  com- 
mand is  in  the  most  perfect  order. 

The  officers  to  receive  subsistence  money  in 
lieu  of  provision,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
trades;  and  those  whose  duties  require  tbem  to 
be  on  horseback  will  receive  forage  in  the  s|ime 
proportion. 

Every  legion  must  have  a  chaplain,  of  respect- 
able talents  and  character,  who,  besides  his  reli- 
gious functions,  should  impress  on  the  minds  of 
youths,  at  stated  periods,  in  concise  discourses, 
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tb*  tmiMAt  adfaniftges  of  free  GoTerimeois  to 
the  bappineM  of  soeietf ,  a«d  that  saeh  Qovera- 
ments  can  ooly  be  tupported  by  the  kaow4edge, 
spirit,  and  ▼irtaoufr  coodact  of  the  youths ;  to 
be  iUastrated  by  the  most  coospioaoas  examples 
of  history. 

No  amttsementu  sbbold  be  admitted  io  camp 
bat  those  which  correspood  with  war— Kbe  swtm- 
miogof  men  and  horses,  roDoing,  wrestliog,  and 
soeh  other  exereisea  as  should  render  the  body 
flexible  and  vigoroas. 

The  camps  should,  if  poasible,  be  formed  near 
a  river,  and  remote  from  large  cities.  The  first 
is  necessary  for  the  practice  of  the  maDOBUTres ; 
the  second  to  avoid  the  vices  of  popalous  plsces. 
The  time  of  the  aanaal  encampments  shall  be 
divided  iato  six  parts  or  periods,  of  fivedays  each ; 
the  first  of  which  shsU  be  oecapied  in  aequiriog 
the  air,  attitudes,  and  first  principles  of  a  soldier; 
the  second,  in  learning  the  manual  exercise,  and 
to  march  individually,  and  in  small  pqoads;  the 
third  and  fourth,  in  exercisicff  and  maaoeuvring 
in  detail,  and  by  battalions  tod  regiments ;  in  the 
fifth,  the  youth  of  twenty  having  been  discipttned 
during  the  two  preceding  anouai  encampments 
are  to  be  included.  This  period  is  to  be  employed 
in  the  exercise  and  tactics  of  the  legion,  or,  if 
more  than  one,  in  executing  the  grand  mancduvres 
of  the  whole  body — marching,  attacking,  and  de- 
fending, in  rarrous  forms,  different  grounds  and 
positions;  in  fine,  in  representing^ all  the  real 
images  of  war,  excepting  ibe  effusion  of  blood. 

The  guards,  and  e^ery  other  circumstance  of 
the  camp,  lo  be  perfectly  regulated. 

Bacb  State  will  determine  on  the  season  in 
which  its  respective  annual  encampments  shall 
be  formed,  so  as  best  to  snit  the  health  of  the  men 
and  the  general  interests  of  the  society. 

The  United  States  to  make  an  adequate  pro» 
vision  to  supply  the  arms,  clotbingf,  rations,  artil- 
lery, ammunition,  forage,  straw,  tents,  camp 
equipages,  including  every  requisite  for  the  an- 
nual eampaof  discipline;  aad-abo  for  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  legionary  officers,  and  for 
the  following  general  staff:  one  inspector  general, 
one  adjutant  general,  one  quartermaster  generaij 
with  a  deputy  for  each  State. 

These  officers  will  be  essential  to  the  unifbr- 
mtty,  economy,  and  efficacy  of  the  system ;  to  be 
appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

The  quartermaster  general  shall  be  responsible 
to  the  United  States  for  the  public  property  of 
every  species  delivered  to  him  for  the  annual 
camps  of  discipline;  and  his  deputy  in  each  State 
shall  be  responsible  to  him. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  annual  camps  of 
dlscipliae,  the  deputy  quartermaster  will  make 
regular  issues  to  the  legionary  or  regimental 
^uavtermasters,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  afi  the  ar- 
ttciet  of  every  species  provided  by^the  United 
States. 

The  return  for  the  said  articles  to  be  examined 
and  certified  by  the  highest  legionary  or  regi- 
mental officer,  as  the  ease  may  be,  who  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  aeouraey  thereof. 


At  the  exptratioa  of  the  nmnial  caatfi  if  Hf 
cipline,  all  public  property  (elothing  excepied) 
shall  be  returned  to  the  depatir  qoarteniasRilf 
the  State,  who  shall  hold  the  legtoaary  qmiH' 
master  aceountaUe  for  all  deficiencies.  M  ik 
apparatus  and  property  so  retvmed  shall  beeiR. 
folly  examined,  repaired,  mnd  deposited  iaaBi}- 
azine,  to  be  provided  in  eneh  State  for  that  p& 
pose,  under  tbe  charge  of  the  said  depatj  ^n^ 
termaster,  until  the  eosning^  aDnnai  eoeaoipiDa; 
on  any  occasion  which  muj  render  a  nev  mm 
necessary. 

Corporal  punishments  ahnli  nerer  be  wSaid 
in  the  annual  camps  of  discipline;  botaifMi 
of  fines  and  imprisonment  shall  beformediKihe 
regOlar  government  of  said  camps. 

Of  the  Mam  Corfm. 

As  the  main  and  reserved  corps  are  to  k  re- 
plenished, by  the  principle  of  rotatioo,  froa  tie 
advanced  corps,  and  ultnnateiy  tocoasiftofKV 
who  have  received  their  militarr  edueatioBt^ 
in,^  it  is  proper  that  one  uniform  arran^oat 
ahould  pervade  the  several  elasses. 

It  is  for  this  reason  the  legion  is  esubfisM  » 
the  common  form  of  all  the  corps  of  tbeafkn. 

The  main  legions,  consisting  of  a  great  Bii«- 
itjr  of  the  men  of  the  military  age,  will  foratlc 
principal  defence  of  the  con d try. 

They  are  to  be  responsible  for  their  propwtia 
of  men,  to  form  an  army  whenerer  necessiijM 
dictate  the  measure;  and.  on  every soddeo oeei- 
sion,  to  which  the  advanced  corps  shall  befaeiiB- 
petent,  an  adequate  number  of  non-eommtsiod 
officers  and  privates  shall  be  added  thereto  fros 
the  main  corps,  by  means  of  the  sectioos. 

The  main  corps  will  be  perfectly  anadiai^ 
first  instance^  and  will  practice  tbe  eienisn^ 
mancBUvrea  four  dajrs  in  each  year;  aodv^i^ 
semble  in  their  respective  districts,  bjtmf^^ 
battalions,  regiments,  or  legions,  as  skill  be  di- 
rected by  the  legionary  general;  butitavtbe 
a  fixed  role  that,  in  the  popalous  psmofthe 
States,  the  reffimeots  must  assemble  oaeeufi^ 
allv,  and  the  legions  once  in  three  yean. 

Although  the  main  corps  cannot  aeqnire  a  grat 

degree  of  military  knowledge  in  the  few  dip 
prescribed  for  its  annual  exercise  yet,bf  the  eo^ 
stant  accession  of  the  youth  from  tbe  adnscn 
corps,  it  will  soon  command  respect  for  its  ^ 
pline  as  well  as  its  numbers. 

When  the  youth  are  transferred  from  ^  >°; 
vance  corps,  they  shsll  invariaUy  join  the  ^ 
companies,  the  cavalry,  or  artillery  of  the  a"' 
oorfM,  according  to  the  nature  of  ifadr  f^f^ 
services. 

Of  the  Beserved  CS»rpi. 

The  reserved  corps  will  assemble  oolf  t*^ 
annually,  for  the  inspection  of  arms,  bf  cotDpi^ 
nies,  batulions,  or  reeiments,  as  shall  be  dire^ 
by  each  State.  It  wiH  assemble  by  legioaf  vd«- 
ever  the  defence  of  the  State  maf  render  »< 
measure  necessary.  . 

Such  are  the  propositions  of  the  plan,  to  va^^^ 
it  may  be  necessary  to  add  some  explaoatioos- 
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AlthoQj^h  the  snbsUtotial  polhieat  mtxim,  whfeb 
requires  penomi  serTreeof  ait  the  members  of  the 
community  for  the  defence  of  (be  State  is  obliga- 
tory under  mil  forms  xyf  sodety,.and  is  the  main 
pillar  of  a  free  Ckveroment,  yet  the  degrees  (here- 
of may  rmry  at  the  different  periods  of  life,  con* 
sisteotly  with  the  general  welfare.  The  public 
conTenienoe  may  also  dictate  a  relaxation  of  the 
general  obligpuioii,  as  it  respects  the  prineipal 
magistrate*  mjad  the  ministers  oi  jnattce  and  of 
religion,  and  perhaps  some  reiigioue  seats.  But 
it  oeght  to.be  remembered,  that  the  oaeesurea  of 
national  ivapanaQeeaeveraketMbe^fraafvatei;^ 
the  aecomBDodaiioa  of  individuala* 

The  military  a^e  has  genesally  eomioenoed  al 
sixteen,  and  ferannated  aC  the  age  of  sixty  yean; 
hot  the  yoath  of  sixteen  do  not  comneniy  attain 
sQctr  a  degree  of  robust  strength  as  to  enable  them 
tosostaia,  witheut  injury,  tbe  hardships  incident 
to  (he  field  ;  therefore  the  commencement  of  mil- 
itary serrice  as  hsieio  fixed  at  eig^tteeo,  and  the 
termination,  ais  usual,  at  sixty  years  of  age. 

As  the  plan  proposes  that  tJie  militia  shall  he 
divided  into  three  capital  classes,  aad  (hat  each 
class  shall  be  formed  into  fegieas,  the  Eeasaoa  for 
it  shall  be  givea  in  soceeasion* 

The  advance  corps;  and  annual  camfn.'of  dlsot- 
pliaeyare  inatituted  in  ordeetointfedneeaneper- 
aiive  military  spirit  in  the  community;  to  estab< 
lish  a  course  of  honorable-militavy  service)  which 
will  at  the  same  time  mould  the  mindis  of  the 
young  meff  to  a  due  obedience  of  the  laws^  in- 
struct  them  in  the  art  of  war ;  andj  by  the  manly 
exercise  of  the  field,  form  a  race  of  hardy  citi- 
zens, equal  to  the  dignified  task  of  del^nding  their 
country. 
,       An  examination  into  the  employments  and 
obligations  of  the  indiriduals  composing  (he  so- 
ciety^  will  erince  the  impossibility  of  diaosiog  an 
'    adequate  knowledge  of  tbe  art  of  war  hj  any 
o(her  meaas  than  a  course  of  diseipUae,  during 
the  periad  of  non-age.    The  time  necessary  to 
aeqain  t^is  important  knowledge  cannot  be  af- 
forded at  any  other  period  of  lue,  with  so  little! 
injury  to  (he  public  or  private  iQ(eTests. 

Without  descendinj]^  to  minute  distincttoDs,  the 

body  of  the  people  or  the  United  States  may  be 

divided  into  two  parts:   the  yeomanrjr  of  the 

country,  and  tbe  men  of  various  employ  menu 

resident  in  towns  and  cities.    In  both  parts  it  is 

usual  for  the  male  children,  from  the  age  of  four-' 

teen  to  twenty-ooe  years,  to  learn  some  tjrade  or 

employment,,  under  the  direction  of  a  parent  or 

master.    In  general,  the  labor  or  service  of  the 

youth  during  this  period,  besides  amply  repaying 

the'  trouble  of  tuition,  leaves  a  large  profit  to  the 

tutor.    This  cifdunaiattce  is  stated  to  shew  that 

ao  great  hardships  will  arise  in  the  first  opcia* 

tieas  of  the  proposed  plan ;  a  little  practice  will 

reader  the  masmira  peiimy  equal,  and  remove 

every  diQculty. 

Youth  is  the  time  for  the  State  to  avail  itself 
of  those  services  which  it  has  a  right  to  demand, 
and  by  which  it  is  to  be  invigorated  aad  pre- 
served; in  this  season,  tbe  passions  and  afieotions 
are  strongly  infloenoed  by  the  spUador  of  mili- 


tary parade.  The  impressions  the  mind  receives 
wHl  be  retained  through  life.  Tbe  young  mait 
will  repair  with  pride  and  pleasure  to  the  field  of 
exercise;  while  the  head  of  a  family,  anxious  for 
its  general  we) Aire,  and  perhaps  its  immediate 
subsistence,will  reluctantly  quit  bis  domestic  du- 
ties for  any  letiffth  of  time. 

The  habits  of  industry  will  be  rather  strength- 
ened than  relaxed  by  the  establishment  of  the 
annual  camps  of  discipline,  as  all  the  time  will 
be  occupied  by  the  various  military  duties.  Idle- 
ness and  dissipation  will  be  regarded  as  disgrace- 
ful, and  punished  accordingly.  As  soon  as  the 
youth  attain  the  age  of  man  hoed,  a  natural  soli- 
citude to  establish  themselves  In  tbe  society  will 
occur  in  its  full  force.  The  public  claims  for 
military  service  will  be  too  inconsiderable  to 
injure  their  industry.  It  will  be  suflEciently  stim- 
ulated to  proper  exertions,  by  tbe  prospects  of 
opulence  attending  on  the  enltivation  of  a  fertile 
soil,  or  the  pursuits  of  a  productive  commerce. 

It  is  presumed  that  thirty  davs,  annually,  during 
the  eighteenth  and  nioeteentn,  and  ten  days  du- 
ring the  twentieth  year,  is  the  least  time  that 
ooffbt  to  be  appropriated  by  the  youth  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  military  art*  The  same  number 
of  days  might  be  added  during^  the  twentieth  as 
during  the  two  preceding  years,  were  not  the 
expense  an  objection. 

Every  means  will  be  provided  by  the  public  to 
facilitate  the  military  education  of  the  youth, 
which  it  is  proposed  shall  be  an  indispensable 
qualification  of  a  free  citizen;  therefore  they  will 
not  be  entitled  to  any  pay.  But  the  officers,  be- 
ing of  the  main  corps,  are  in  a  different  predic- 
ament ;  they  are  supposed  to  have  passed  tnrough 
the  course  of  discipline  required  bjr  the  laws,  and 
to  be  competent  to  instruct  others  in  the  military 
art.  As  the  public  wiH  have  but  small  claims 
for  personal  servieeson  them,  and  as  they  must 
incur  considerable  expenses  to  prepare  themselves 
to  execute  properly  their  respective  offices,  they 
ought  to  be  paid  while  on  actual  duty. 

As  soon  as  the  service  of  tbe  youth  expires  in 
tbe  advanced  corps,  they  are  to  be  eorolleo  in  the 
main  corps.  On  tnis  occasion  the  .Kepublic  re- 
ceives disciplined  and  free  citizens,  who  under- 
stand their  public  rights,  and  are  prepared  to 
defend  them. 

The  main  corps  is  instituted  to  preserve  and 
circulate  throughout  the  community  the  military 
discipline  acquired  in  the  advanced  corps— to 
arm  the  people,  and  fix  firmly,  by  practice  and 
habit,  those  lorms  and  maxims  which  are  essen- 
tial to  tbe  life  and  energy  of  a  free  Government. 

Tbe  reserved  corps  is  instituted  to  prevent  men 
being  sent  to  the  field  whose  strength  is  unequal 
tp  sustain  the  severities  of  an  active  campaign} 
but  by  organizing  and  rendering  them  elisible 
foe  domesuc  service,  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
younger  and  robust  part  of  the  community  may 
he  eaahled,  in  cases  of  necenity,  to  eneoahtcf  the 
more  urgent  duties  of  war. 

It  would  he  dififiuk,  previoasly  fio  theaetuelibr- 
mation  of  thtftenualeattpsof  discipliae^to  aseer- 
tain  the  number  in  each  Btateof  which  it  weald 
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be  composed.  The  fronlier  counties  of  Aeverai 
Stales  are  tbio]y  inhabited,  and  require  all  their 
interoal  force  for  their  immediate  deieoce.  There 
are  other  infant  settlements  from  which  it  might 
be  injurioas  to  draw  away  their  youth  annu^ly 
for  the  purpose  of  discipline. 

No  evil  would  result,  if  the  establishment  of  the 
advanced  corps  should  be  omitted  in  such  dis- 
tricts for  a  few  years.  Besides,  the  forbearance 
in  this  respect  would  lessen  the  expense,  and 
render  the  institution  more  compatible  with  the 
public  finances. 

The  several  State  Legislatures,  therefore,  as 
best  understanding  their  local  interests,  might  be 
invested  with  a  discretionary  power  to  omit  the 
enrolments  for  the  advanced  corps  in  such  of 
their  frontier  and  thinly-inhabited  counties  as 
they  may  judge  proper. 

If  the  number  of  three  millions  may  be  assumed 
as  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  half  a  million  may  be  deducted  there- 
from for  blacks ;  and,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing 
ideas,  another  half  million  may  be  deducted  on 
account  of  the  ihinly-settled  parts  of  the  country. 

The  proportion  of  men  of  the  military  age, 
from  eighteen  to  sixty  years,  inclusively,  of  two 
.millions  of  people,  of  all  ages  and  sexes,' may  be 
estimated  at  four  hundred  thousand.  There  may 
be  deducted  from  this  number,  as  actual  man- 
ners, about  fifty  thousand,  and  a  further  number 
of  twenty- five  thousand,  to  include  exempts  of 
religious  sects,  and  of  everv  other  sort  which  the 
respective  Stales  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand,  there- 
fore, may  be  assumed  as  the  number  of  operative 
fencible  men  to  compose  the  militia.  The  pro- 
portion of  the  several  classes  of  whish  would  be 
nearly  as  follows: 

Firstly.  The  advanced  corps,  one-teoUi  oompoaed  of 
the  youth  of  the  ages  of  eighteen,  nineteen,  sad 
twenty  years 3S,600 

Secondly.   The  main  corps,  six-tenths  and 
one-twentieth Sll|260 

Thirdly.  The  reserved  corps,  two-tenths  and 
one-twentieth 81,350 

325,000 

The  following  estimate  is  formed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exhibiting  the  annual  expense  of  the  in- 
stitution of  the  advanced  corps,  staling  the  same 
at  thirty  thousand  men. 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  annual  camps  of 
discipline,  as  proposed  in  the  foregoing  plan, 
arising  on  eacn  of  the  first  three  years,  and, 
af\er  that  period,  of  the  annual  expense  of  the 
institution. 

Tke  frat  year. 
10,000  suits  of  uniform  dothmg,  stated  at  eight  dol- 
lars, each  suit  of  which  shall  serve  for  three  years' 
discipline       -       .       .       -       -        .    $60,000 
10,000  rations  per  day  for  tinrtj  days,  each 

ration  stated  at  ten  cents        ...       90,000 
The  expense  of  four  compleCe  corps  of  legi* 
onaiy  officers  of  all  deecriptions  lor  thirty 
days,  indading  pay,  sobskteace,  and  Ibiw 

17,870 


Forage  for  the  cavalry       ....     i^ 
Straw,  camp-kettle^  bowls,  axes,  csntaew, 

and  fuel         ...        -        .       .     ^y^ 
Annual  proportion  of  the  expense  of  tenti 
for  officers  and  soldiers,  which  may  servt 
for  eight  annual  encampments        -  Vfh 

Fonr  legionary  standards  •        -        -       •       t^ 
Regimental  colors      -        -        -        -       -       1^ 
Consumption  of  powder  and  ball,  shot  and 
shells,  damage  to  arms   and   acooatvs- 
ments^  aad  artillery,  and  transportation  of 
the  same,  stated  at         -        -        -       -     SSjNf 
Hospital  departOMnt         .        .        -       .      ^00 
CoatingBBdes  of  the  Qaarlermaatar's  and 

other  departmeats  .        •         •       .     \lf^ 

Ganeial  stafl;  Adjaftant  Oananl,  Qnaitsr^ 
master  Ganeval,  Inspector  Genaiai,  end 
their  depnties       .        .        «        .       . 


Entire  expenses  of  the  fiiat  j 


urn 


Additional  a^tnau  on  ike  eeeomd  ffeer, 

10,000  rations  per  day  for  thirty  days,  are 
800,000  rations,  at  10  cents    •        .       • 

The  expense  of  foar  oomplele  eorpe  of  le- 
gionary officers,  of  all  deecriptions,  for 
Siirty  days,  indnding  pay,  asiF 
and  forage    »       •       •        • 

Four  legionaiy  standards  - 

Regimental  colors     •       •        • 

Forage  for  the  cavaliy 

Tents,  straw,  camp-ketties»  bowla, 
teens,  and  fud      .        .        •         .       . 

Hospital  department  -        •        •         •       . 

Contingencies  in  Quartermaster'a  and  other 
departments  ....         .       . 

Ammunition,  damage  to  arms  and  accoutrs- 
ments  .....         .       - 


Bxpense  of  the  first  year  .... 

Combined  expensee  of  the  first  and  aeeond 
years     ....        -        -       . 


|30,M 
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AddUionai  eapemee  an  ike  ikird  year. 

The  expense  of  10,000  rations  for  tan  di^ 

is  100,000  rations,  at  10  cants        .       -  |iO,PM 

Forage 1."* 

For  the  camp  equipage     - .      -        •  l^'^ 

Tents 1.500 

Hospital  stores Ir^^^ 

Ammnnition,  damage  to  arms  and  accootre- 

menu \^ 

Contingendes  in  the  Quartermaster's  and 

other  departments         ....  lOJO* 


Combined  expenses  of  the  fint  aad  aeoond 
years    .-.-.-- 

The  total  expense  of  the  first  three  years    • 

It  is  to  be  cheer  red,  that  the  offieen  for 
iMfions  will  be  adequate  to  eommand  tlie  yooa 
of  eighteen  who  commence  their  diaeiplios  ^ 
first  year,  and  that  the  same  namber  o[  oficci' 
will  be  required  for  the  aeeond  ynar.    The  J9n» 
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of  the  third  jetLt  may  be  ioeorporated  by  seetioos, 
in  the  ezistiog  corps,  so  that  oo  additiootl  offi- 
cers will  be  reqaired  on  tbeir  accoaot. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  10»000  men  for 
one  year,  amounts  to     -        -        •        -  f335,670 
Twenty  thoQaand,  for  the  second  year,  to  -     346,840 
Thirty  thousand,  for  the  third  year,  to        -     300,440 
If  the  youth  of  the  three  ages  of  eighteen, 
nineteen,  and  twenty,  be  disdplined  at 
once,  the  last  mentioned  sum  will  be 
about  the  fixed  annual  expense  of  the 
camps  of  discipline;  from  which,   how- 
ever, is  to  be  deducted  $6,000,  being  the 
expense  of  the  standards  and  colorsj,  the 
former  of  which  will  be  of  a  durable  na- 
ture, and  the  latter  will  not  require  to  be 
replaced   oitener  than   once  in  twenty 
years     - 6,000 


The  annual  expense  of  the  advance  corps  -     384,440 

Thu&  for  a  aum  lesa  than  four  hundred  thou- 
sand  dollars  aDDoally,  which,  apportioned  od  three 
milliona  of  people,  would  be  little  more  than  one- 
eighth  of  a  dollar  each,  an  energetic  republican 
militia  mav  be  durably  established;  the  inralua- 
ble  principles  of  liberty  secured  and  perpetuated; 
and  a  dignified  uaiional  faVic  erected  on  the 
solid  foundation  of  public  virtue. 

The  main  and  reserred  corps  must  be  perfectly 
organized  in  (be  first  instance,  but  the  advanced 
corps  wilt  not  be  completed  until  the  third  year 
of  its  institution. 

The  combination  of  troops,  of  various  descrip- 
tions, into  one  body,  so  as  to  invest-  it  with  the 
highest  and  greatest  number  of  powers^  in  every 
possible  situation,  has  long  been  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion and  difference  of  opinion.  But  no  other 
form  appears  so  well  to  have  sustained  the  crite- 
rion of  time  and  severe  examination,  as  the  Ro- 
man legion.  This  formidable  organization,  ac- 
commodated to  the  purposes  of  modern  war^  still 
retains  its  original  energy  and  superiority.  Of 
the  aneaents,  Poly  bins  and  Vegetius  have  de- 
scribed and  given  the  highest  encomiums  of  the 
legion.  The  former,  particularly,  in  hia  com- 
parative view  of  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  the  Macedonian  and  Roman  arms,  and 
their  respective  orders  of  battle,  has  left  to  man- 
kind an,  instructive  and  important  legacy.  Of 
the  moderns,  the  illustrious  Mareschal  Saze  has 
modelled  the  legion  for  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and 
strenuously  urges  its  adoption,  in  preference  to 
any  other  form.  And  the  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent veteran,  late  Inspector  Qeoeral  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States^  recommends  the  adoption  of 
the  legion. 

<<Upon  a  review,''  says  he,  "of  all  the  military 
of  Europe,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a  single 
form  which  could  be  safely  adopted  by  the  United 
States.  They  are  unezceptionably  different  from 
each  other,  and,  like  all  other  human  institutions, 
seem  to  have  started  as  much  out  of  accident  as 
desigo.  The  local  situation  of  the  country,  the 
spirit  of  the  Government,  the  character  of  the  | 
nation,  and,  in  many  instances,  the  character  of  i 


the  prince,  have  all  had  their  influence  in  settling 
the  foundation  and  discipline  of  their  respective 
troops,  and  render  it  impossible  that  we  shonld 
take  either  aa  a  model.  The  legion  alone  has 
not  been  adopted  by  any;  and  yet  I  am  confident 
in  asserting,  that  whether  it  be  examined  as  ap- 
plicable to  all  countries,  or  as  it  may  immediately 
apply  to  the  existing  or  probable  necessity  of  thb, 
it  will  be  found  strikiDgly  superior  to  any  other: 

'*  1st.  Being  a  complete  and  little  army  of  itself, 
it  is  ready  to  begin  its  operations  on  the  shortest 
notice,  or  slightest  alarm. 

''2d.  Haviuff  all  the  component  parts  of  the 
largest  army  of  any  possible  description,  it  is  pre- 
pared to  meet  every  species  of  war  that  may  pre- 
sent itself;  and 

'*3d.  As  in  every;  case  of  detachment,  tbe  first 
constitutional  pvinciple  will  be  preserved,  and  tbe 
embarrassments  of  dranghting  and  detail,  which, 
in  armies  differently  framed,  too  often  distract 
the  commanding  officer,  will  be  avoided." 

it  may  easily  suggest  itself  from  this  skettfb, 
that,  in  forming  a  legion,  the  most  diflicnlt  task 
is  to  determine  the  necessary  proportion  of  each 
species  of  soldiers  which  is  to  compose  it. 

This  must  obviously  depend  upon  what  will  be 
the  theatre,  and  what  the  style  of  the  war.  On 
the  plains  of  Poland,  whole  brigades  of  cavalry 
would  be  necessary  against  everf  enemy;  but  in 
the  forests  and  among  the  hills  of  America,  a 
siogjle  regiment  would  be  more  than  sufficient 
against  any.  And  as  there  are  but  two  kinds  of 
war  to  which  we  are  much  exposed,  viz:  an  at- 
tack from  the  sea  side  by  a  Buropean  Power, 
aided  by  our  sworn  enemies  settleu  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  and  an  invasion  of  our  back  settle- 
ments by  an  Indian  enemy^  it  follows,  of  course, 
that  musketeers  and  light  infantry  should  make 
the  greatest  part  of  our  army. 

The  iastitatioB  of  the  section  is  intended  to  In- 
terest the  patriotism  and  pride  of  every  individual 
in  the  militia;  to  support  the  legal  measures  of  a 
free  Qovernment ;  to  render  every  man  active  in 
the  public  cause,  by  inifoduciag  the  spirit  of 
emulation,  and  a  degree  of  personal  responsi- 
biUty. 

The  comaoin  mode  of  reortiiting  is  attended 
with  too  great  destruction  of  morals  lo  be  toleca- 
ted,  and  is  too  uncertain  to  be  the  principal  re- 
source of  a  wise  nation  in  time'of  danger.  The 
public  faith  la  frequently  wounded  by  unwortbv 
individuals,  who  hold  out  delusive  promises  which 
can  never  be  realised.  By  sueh  means,  an  un- 
principled banditti  are  often  collected  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  defending  everything  that  should  be  dear 
to  freemen.  The  consequences  are  natural ;  such 
men  either  desert  in  time  of  danger,  or  are  even 
ready,  on  the  slightest  di^nsr,  to  turn  their  arms 
against  their  country. 

By  the  establishment  of  the'  sections,  an  ample 
and  permanent  source  is  opened,  whence  the 
State,  in  every  exigence,  may  be  supplied  with 
men  whose  all  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of 
their  coontry. 

In  cases  of  necessity,  an  army  may  be  formed 
of  citizeqs,  whose  previous  knowledge  of  diseip- 
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lioeiirill  enable  it  to  proceed  to  bd  immedtate 
accoiopiisbmeot  of  tbe  dest^s  of  the  State,  in* 
alead  of  eihauscing  the  public  fesources  bjr  wast- 
ing whole  years  in  preparing  to  faee  the  enemy. 

The  previous  arrangements  necessary  to  form 
and  maintain  the  annual  encampments,  as  well 
as  the  discipline  acquired  therein,  will  be  an  ex- 
cellent  preparation  for  war. 

The  artillery  and  its  nomerons  appendages, 
arms,  and  accoutrements  of  every  kind,  and  all 
species  of  ammuniiionf  ongbt  to  be  manafae- 
tured  within  the  United  States.  It  is  of  high 
imnortance  that  the  present  period  should  be 
emoraced  to  establish  adequate  inatitntioQs  to 
produce  the  necessary  apparatas  of  wsr. 

It  is  unworthy  the  dignity  of  a  rising  and  free 
empire  to  depend  on  foreign  and  fortoitous  sup- 
plies of  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

Tiie  clothing  for  the  troopa  oenld,  with  ease^ '. 
be  manufactured  irtthin  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  estahlishneat  in  that  respect  would  tend  to 
ihe  eneonragefoestof  imnoitant  manii&etories. 

The  distorsemenU  made  in  each  Bute  for  the 
rations,  fotage,  and  other  necessarv  afticles  for 
the  anncial  camps  of  diseipltne^  would  most  bene* 
fictally  cifcolate  the  money  arising  from  the  pnb- 
lie  revenue. 

The  local  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
their  numerous  seaports,  and  the  protection  of 
their  commerce^  require  a  naval  armament. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  plan,  em- 
bracing the  idea  of  the  States  obtaining  men  on 
republican  principles,  for  the  marine  as  well  as 
tlwland  service.  But  one  may  be  accomplished 
with  much  greater  facility  than  the  other,  as  the 
preparation  of  a  soldier  for  Che  field  requires  a 
degree  of  discipline  which  cannot  be  learned 
without  much  time  and  labor;  whereas,  the  com- 
mon course  of  sea  service  on  board  of  merchant 
vessels  differs  but  little  from  the  service  required 
on  boaed  of  armed  ships;  therefore,  the  edtieation 
for  war,  in  this  respect,  will  be  obtained  without 
any  expense  to  the  State.  All  that  seems  to  be 
requisite  on  the  head  of  marine  service  is,  that 
an  efteient  regctlation  should  be  established  In 
the  respective  States  to  register  all  actual  seamen, 
and  to  render  those  of  a  certain  age  amenable  to 
the  puUic  for  personal  service,  if  deoumded  with- 
in a  given  penod. 

The  coBstJtutiona  of  the  Mspecitve  Sutea,  and 
of  the  United  States,  having  directed  Ihe  modes 
in  which  the  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  ap- 
poialed,  no-alteration  can  be  made  therein.  Al- 
though it  may  be  snf^osed  that  some  modes  of 
appointment  are  better  calculated  than  others  to 
inspire  the  highest  propriety  of  conduct,  yet  there 
are  none  so  defective  as  to  serve  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  rejecting  an  efficient  system  for  the 
militia.  It  "is  certain  that  the  choice  of  officers  is 
the  point  on  which  the  reputation  and  importance 
of  a  corps  must  depend.  Therefore,  every  per- 
son who  may  be  concerned  in  the  appointment 
should  consider  himself  as  responeible  to  his 
country  for  a  proper  choice. 

The  wisdom  or  the  States  will  be  manifested 
bf  inducing  those  citizens  of  whom  the  late 


American  army  was  compoaed  to  acee^  of  ip- 
poiniments  in  the  militia.  The  high  degree  of 
military  knowledge  which  they  posttsmtiie- 
quired  at  too  great  a  price,  and  is  too  preciwi,to 
be  buried  in  oblivion ;  it  ought  to  be  chenihd 
and  rendered  permanently  benefieialtoiiieiMi- 
mttnity. 

The  vigor  and  isnporlanceof  the:pnpofedpin 
will  entirely  depend  on  the  laws  rcUtintbeRto; 
unless  the  laws  shall  be  eqaal  to  the  thJKt,  iii 
rigidly  enforced,  no  eoei^geite  nalieaal  miUtiicu 
be  estabHahed. 

If  wealih  be  admitted  ae  a  principle  offRnp- 
tion,  the  plan  cannot  be  executed.  It  it  tke  vu- 
dom  of  nolittcal  establishments  to  mtke  tbe 
wealth  or  individuals  subservient  to  the  geienl 

Sood^  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  corrupt  orttnnQQ* 
oe  indulgence. 

It  is  conceded  that  peojile,  solicitoastobeu- 
onerated  from  their  proportion  of  public  ^ly. 
may  exclaim  aeainst  the  proposed  arnogeiDfoi 
as  an  intolerabre  hardship.  Bat  it  oofbtto  be 
strongly  impreeaad,  that  wiiile  society  bu  iti 
charms,  it  aiso  has  its  indiepensable  oUigitiois. 
That  to  attempt  such  a  de^ee  of  refioeaeiias 
to  exonemte  the  members  of  the  coaunwvijfnm 
all  personal  service,  is  to  render  them  'ua^* 
of  the  exercise,  and  uaworthy  of  the  ebanctai 
of  freemen. 

Every  State  possesses  not  only  tbe  rigbt  o: 
personal  service  from  its  members,  bar  iberifkt 
to  regulate  tbe  service  on  principla  of  eqtniiif 
for  the  general  defence.  All  being  bosod,  nue 
can  complain  of  injustice,  on  being  oblifed  lo per- 
form his  equal  proportion.  Therefore,  ii  ^^ 
to  be  a  permanent  rule^  that  those  wbo  him 
decline  or  refuse  to  subject  thenselres  to  ^ 
course  of  miliury  education  esublisbed  bfne 
laws,  should  be  considered  as  unwortbf  fll  pv^ 
lie  trust  or  public  honors^  and  be  excluded  tul^ 
from  accordiagly.  , 

If  the  arajesty  «f  the  laws  shoidd  be  f^^ 
inviolate  in  this  respect,  the  eperatioiJ «  ^e 
proposed  {dan  would,  foater  a  giotmm^ 
spirit,  iafuaetke  principles ^feneigfasdittMinr 
in  the  body  politic,  and  give  a  bigb  dflfrerw 
political  splendor  to  the  national  chaneler. 


AiKDimnr  AL  miutabt  aoaskmt. 

[Communicated  to  the  House  JsnnaiyS^,  l^^^J 

LetUrfiomlkeSeerdaryof  WwrtotlnC^f^. 
tJU  mUiartf  CommUUt^tm  the  suhed  4f^ 
tUmal  MitUary  Academy,  anda  SAeohfJ^' 

DxpAnTMBNT  or  War,  Jon,  15,1^1* 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  that  part  df  your !««« ^  |J| 
SOtb  of  November,  which  reqoesu  nf  ^^ 
on  the  expediency  of  establishing  ooe  or  ^^  . 
additional  military  academies,  tnd  their  pUc^» 
location,  and  such  other  information  ^^/Zg^i^ 
I  may  deem  proper  to  communicate  oo'°^.^ 


jecls,  with  the  probable  annual  expenses  m 
establishments,  I  have  the  honor  to  D'"^ 
following  statement : 
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The  number  of  cadeu  aow  authorized  bv  law 
8  two  handred  and  fifty,  who  are  difidea  ioto 
bur  classes ;  the  cadets  of  ooe  of  which  every 
rear  termiDate  their  studies,  and  are  promoted 
nto  the  Army.    As  the  academy  is  now  nearly 
'ull,  it  is  probable  that  the  namber  which  will  an- 
lually  terminate  their  studies,  and,  consequently, 
nrili  be  candidates  for  promoUoOy  will  not  be  much 
ihort  of  fifty.    The  number  of  Tacanciee  in  the 
Urmy  wbicn  have  occurred,  from  the  let  of  Au- 
gust, 1816,  to  the  1st  of  May,  1818,  has  beea  one 
mndred  and  forty-ei^ht,  or  about  eightv-four  per 
;nnum;  but,  as  it  is  probable  that  tne  causes 
rhicb  have  operated  to  produce  so  many  racan- 
iea  in  this  time  hare  been  accidental  and  eonse- 
nent  on  the  change  from  active  service  to  the 
aactivities  of  a  peace  establishment,  there  will 
ot,  it  is  believed,  in  future,  be  so  many ;  and 
hat  the  cadeta  who  will  annually  terminate  their 
tudies  at  West  Point,  will  be  equal,  or  nearly  ao. 
o  the  annual  aven^  vacancies.    In  this  view  of 
he  subject,  an  additional  military  academy  would 
lot  now  be  required.    But  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
[uestion  ought  not  to  be  determined  by  a  reilsr- 
nce  simply  to  the  wants  of  our  miliurjT  peace 
stablishment,  which,  from  our  geographical  po- 
ition,  and  the  policy  of  our  Government,  will 
Iways  bear  a  small  proportion  to  the  population 
if  the  country,  and  to  our  military  establishment 
a  time  of  war.  So  far  from  graduating  the  num- 
ber or  extent  of  our  military  academies  by  the 
vants  of  the  Army  in  time  of  peace,  the  oppo- 
ite  principle  would,  probably,  be  more  correct ; 
hat,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  miiiiarv  estab- 
isbment  is  small,  the  GFovernment  ought  to  be 
arefui  to  disseminate,  by  education,  a  knowledge 
f  the  art  of  war.    Tne  Army  itself  is  a  practi- 
:al  school  of  this  art,  which,  except  in  the  higher 
tranches,  may^  where  it  bears  a  large  proportion 
o  the  population  of  the  country  supersede  other 
Qodes  of  perpetuating  or  disseminating  this  in- 
iispensable  art.    But,  in^  a  country  situated  as 
lurs  is,  with  a  small  standing  army,  and  far  re- 
moved from  any  Power  from  which  we  have 
aucb  to  Xiear,  the  imporunt  knowledge  of  the 
Tt  of  defending  our  shores,  will,  in  a  long  peace, 
v^ithout  the  particular  patronage  of  the  uovern- 
aent,  be  nearly  lost.    The  estaoiishment  of  mil- 
iary academies  la  the  cheapMest  and  safest  mode 
»f  procuring  and  perpetuating  this  knowledge. 
The  Government  ougnt  to  fornish  the  means  to 
hose  who  are  willing  to  bestow  their  tiraa  to  ac- 
[uire  it.    The  cadets  who  cannot  be  provided  for 
n  the  Armv  will  return  to  private  life ;  but,  in 
he  event  ot  war,  their  knowledge  will  not  be 
ost  to  the  countrj^.    The  Government  may  then 
tvail  itself  of  their  military  science,  and,  though 
hey  may  not  be  practically  acquainted  with  all 
he  details  of  dihy  in  an  army,  they  will  acquire 
t  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  those  who  have 
lot  had  the  advantage  of  a  miliury  education. 
So  truth  is  better  supported  by  history  than  that, 
>ther  things  being  aeariv  equal,  victory  will  be 
>n  the  side  of  those  who  have  the  best  instructed 
>fficera.    The  duties  of  a  soldier  are  few  and  sim* 
;>le,  and,  with  well  inairucted  officeiS}  they  nan 


be  acquired  in  a  abort  Umei  as  oar  own  eotpari* 
ence,  and  that  of  other  countries  has  satiamoto- 
rily  proved.  To  form  competant  ofieers,  in  the 
present  improved  ataie  of  the  art  of  war,  Is  much 
more  difficult  |  as  an  officer,  besides  a  knowledge 
of  the  duties  belonging  to  the  soldier,  baa  athers 
of  a  more  difficult  nature  to  acquire,  and  which 
eaa  only  be  acquired  by  long  experienea,  or  by  a 
regular  military  edueatioa. 

With  these  views,  I  would  recommend  oaead- 
ditioaal  military  academy.  It  ought  to  be  planed 
where  it  would  mutually  aeconmodate  the  Boath- 
era  and  Weatern  portiona  of  our  countrjTj  whieh 
are  the  most  remote  from  the  present  ioatitutaoii. 

Besides  an  additional  acadenayi  I  would  sub- 
mit, for  the  eonaideration  of  the  eommitiee,  the 
propriety  of  esubliahiog  a  aebool  of  praetiee,  to 
be  axed  near  tfce  Beat  of  Qovetameot.  On  tiiia 
important  aubject  I  rcapectfolly  annex,  as  a  part 
of  this  coroiMiaicaiion,  a  laport  from  General 
Bernard  and  Ooloaei  McBee.  to  this  Deparlaaeat, 
in  which  the  aubject  ia  ao  fully  ^aeaased  na  to  eo- 
pecsede  the  neeessity  of  aay  further  obeervatiows. 

The  expenaea  of  erectina  the  necesaary  build- 
ings for  an  additional  mUitary  aoademy,  oa  a 
scale  as  exteasive  as  that  of  West  Point,  would 
cost  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  del* 
lars,  of  which  sum,  however,  but  a  snaall  part 
would  be  required  for  ibis  year.  The  eutrent 
expenses  of  this  iostitutaon  would  (excluding  the 
pay  of  the  cadets,  which  is  sixteen  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  dav,)  probably  aaaoont 
to  about  twenty^two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

For  the  school  of  practice  there  would  be  but 
Utile  expense,  except  the  ereotioa  of  the  neecaaary 
iMiildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inatitn- 
tion.  The  pay  of  the  aoperiutendent  and  profes- 
sors,  should  they  be  even  token  from  the  eitixens. 
would  not  exceed  eight  thousand  fife  hundred 
dollars,  which  would  coastitute  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  current  expense,  as  the  lieutenanu  of  artil- 
lery aad  engineers,  while  at  the  institution,  will 
not  receive  aov  additional  pay  or  omoluaMBts. 
The  expense  or  the  buildings  may  be  estimated 
at  eighty  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  however, 
but  a  small  part  would  be  requlmd  for  the  prcaetit 
year.  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc. 

J.  G.  CALHOUN. 

floa.  R.  M.  JoBiiaoN, 

Ckaimum  Com.  MiHUuy  Jffakm. 


CmmdenUMB  on  lAeaowrse  i/  saslnMltoaiMiMsary 
for  ike  ^iUin  f(f  ihe  difirml  arm$  ^  an  JFmif. 

Gircuoatances  of  koality,  the  aatnre  of  the 
opeiatioBs  of  war,  and  the  variety  af  the  awaas 
employed  for  the  purposes  of  oestrudton  aad 
preservation,  have  naturally  led  to  the  subdivi- 
sion of  an  army  into  several  parts,  whtoh  differ 
in  their  manner  of  combating,  but  which  are  also 
tatended  to  render  reciprocal  aid  lo  each  other, 
to  co-operate  most  efficaciously  to  the  same  end, 
and  to  constitute,  when  in  action,  but  one  com- 
bined whole. 

This  subdivision  existed  among  the  aneienis, 
as  it  does  among  the  moderns;  and  with  both,  (the 
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abeolate  and  relatiTe  niinieriesl  force  of  these  sub-  { 
divisions  \mng  supposed  nearly  eqoal)  the  sys- 
tems of  war  have  oeen  uniformly  more  perfect, 
and  prodnetire  of  greater  results,  in  proportion 
as  the  scTeral  parts  were  better  calculated  to 
act  with  promptitude,  precision,  and  in  concert. 
These  parts  are  designated  in  modern  armies  by 
the  word  arm ;  and  consist  of  infantry,  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  engineers.  Bach  of  these'arms  acts 
occasionally  as  principal  or  accessary.  In  a  bat- 
tle the  infantry  is,  in  general,  the  principal  arm; 
while  the  three  others  are  more  or  less  accessa- 
ries \  in  the  pursuit  of  a  retreating  army,  the  cav- 
aJry  becomes  the  principal ;  and  in  a  siege,  the 
artillery  and  engineers  are  the  priacipal  arms,  and 
the  rest  are  merely  great  auxiliaries. 

Among  the  means  which  modern  discipline 
employs  to  give  the  greatest  effect  to  the  com- 
bined action  of  these  arms^  is  instruction.  And 
here  the  same  motives  which  have  resorted  to  a 
subdivision  of  labor,  as  a  powerful  cause  of  per- 
fection in  objects  of  general  industry,  have  also 
led  to  a  subdivision  of  military  instruction,  as  most 
productive  of  that  concert  and  efficiency  desirable 
m  the  operation  of  an  army.  This  instruction, 
and  the  objects  and  advantages  of  its  subdivision, 
are  the  subjects  of  present  consideration. 

To  obtain,  by  the  aid  of  military  instruction, 
greater  effect  in  the  particular  or  eombined  employ- 
ment of  the  diflferent  arms,  two  modes  immedi- 
ately  present  themselves :  JYrst,  That  each  arm 
should  be  composed  of  individuals  versed  exclu- 
sively in  the  theory  and  practice  of  that  arm ; 
Second^  That  the  individuals  composing  each  arm 
should  be  instructed  equally  in  the  theory  and 
practice  of  all  other  arms.  The  first  of  these  me- 
thods is  inauffieient ;  because,  in  giving  to  each 
Individual  merely  the  knowledge  necessary  to 
the  duties  of  his  own  arm,  it  leaves  him  deficient 
of  what  is  necessary  to  connect  the  operations  of 
that  arm  with  the  operations  of  the  rest^  as  parts 
of  one  general  system.  The  second  is  impracti- 
cable; becauee  it  is  the  privilege  of  but  few  indi- 
viduals to  possess  that  facility  of  intellect  which 
is  requisite  to  embrace  four  branches  of  knowledge 
as  eztenaive  as  are. those  in  question,  and  to  pcac- 
tise  tbena  all  with  that  correctoeaa  and  prompti- 
tude which  is  the  peculiar  advantage  of  such  as 
devote  themselves  principally  to  but  one  of  these 
branchea.  In  order  to  avoid  both  of  these  incon- 
veniences, the  iheorejiical  and  practical  know- 
ledge necessary  in  the  conduct  and  operations  of 
an  army  has  been  divided  into  two  distinct 
classes ;  the  one  embracing  whatever  is  common 
to  all  other  arms ;  the  other  confined  to  what  par- 
ticularly appertains  to  each  arm.  A  consequent 
and  similar  division  has  followed  in  the  instruc- 
tion ;  the  first  branch  to  include  what  is  necessary 
and  useful  to  the  service  of  every  arm ;  the  second 
to  include  the  theory  and  practice  of  each  arm  in 
particular.  Hence  the  necessity  of  an  elementary 
or  common  school,  where  the  knowledge  common 
to  every  arm  should  be  given  alike  to  all  who  are 
intended  for  the  army  ;  and  a  school  of  a  higher 
order  for  the  purpose  of  increasing,  when  neces« 
sary,  the  elementary  knowledge  which  has  pre« 


vioosly  been  acquired  to  the  extent  deau^ed 
and  teaching  its  application  to  tbe  ptnm  ob- 
jects and  duties  or  each  arm.  which  coB&oiea 
school  of  application.  In  those  coootncsTUli 
have  large  military  establishmenti,  tbeRsi 
school  of  application  for  each  arm.  Battb 
nations  who  in  time  of  peace  kept  botifery: 
military  force  on  foot,  find  it  sdrantigtoos  i 
unite,  as  far  as  possible,  these  different  lehoob: 
application  in  one;  where  such  as  sre  idoi;?. 
for  the  service  of  those  arms  which  deouii 
more  advanced  theoretical,  or  more  luitipt- 
ttcal  knowledge,  receive  their  IsstdegKeofiei- 
demical  instruction.  In  this  last  case,  tk  sn- 
dents  at  tbe  school  of  application  receireubiise 
two  kinds  of  instruction  :  First,  that  wiiek  if 
common  to  the  several  arms  to  which  itentrt 
destined  ;  and,  second^  that  which  ii  eiteHy 
necessary  to  the  arm  in  which  thef  tre  repK- 
tively  to  serve. 

Among  all  nations  posseasiog  militvf  tak 
mies,  the  schools  of  application  forsueiiL<» 
destined  for  the  infantry  and  eavalrj,  iri^R- 

?'iments  of  the  army  in  which  thef  are  to  Km. 
t  is  on  joining  and  doing  duty  with  tbcirrepee- 
tive  regiments,  that  they  learn  to  apidf^tf' 
struction  received  at  the  elementary  seto-ud 
acquire  whatsoever  relates  to  the  diseipliK.  '^^ 
conduct,  ad  ministration,  and  legislation  oftroo^ 

This  cannot  be  the  case,  bowerer,  vidi  (^ 
destined  for  the  artillery  and  eo|[ineen,ortK 
topographical  corps.  They  are  all  more  or  les 
liable  to  be  employed  separately,  sod  iaoedtftf- 
ly  after  leaving  the  achool;  andarede{rinda 
the  advanuges  peculiar  to  the  officer  of  ulu^ 
or  cavalry,  of  making  their  first  eeafs  ii  oer 
professional  duties,  under  the  eyesof  ibeirduoi 
or  of  those  who  have  preceded  them;  U'^^V 
unassisted  by  the  advice  or  opiaions  ^^^' 
periors  in  rank,  knowledge,  and  experine^^l^T 
are  not  Only  left  without  the  means  of  owi8"»J 
the  instruction  of  which  they  are  f^^^ 
but  are  also  frequently  exposed  in  tbe exKStioa 
of  tbe  duties  confided  to  them,  locOffl|«oo«!J< 
public  service  by  the  commission  of  emKijWWCD 
too  often  lead  to  irreparable  misfortooej,  »m 
which  are  productive  at  least  of  s  irisirfBi« 
penditure  of  public  property,  alwip  wf^ 
sometimes  exceeding  a  hundred  fold  ^^f^ 
of  giving  a  proper  education  to  the  im»"J* 
who  has  not  been  qualified  to  exercise  b»prfl°^ 
ston  with  satisfaction  to  himself  or  ouliff^^'^' 
couotry.  ^. 

Theae  considerations  aloae  appear  \»  ^.^^^ 
cient  to  show  the  advantage,  if^notnecewfi 
dividing  the  course  of  military  »strBcti«^^ 
tween  two  schools;  the  one  elemeourfK 
other  a  school  of  application.  .  . .  l:^. 

The  elementary  school  at  West  Poiflf  w**'" 

•  In  the  miUtaiy  schooU  of  mfsnby  ^^^ 
France,  tiieoretical  XemaoM  in  these  brandtei«  ^^ 
ry  instmction  were  giTen  to  the  seholsis;  i'^  > 
sake  of  unilbrmity  in  that  instractioD,  »^.^ 
were  very  useful.    The  oerrice  of  the  deipot 
afterwards  as  a  school  of  applicatioB* 
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erto  been  Tery  inferior  as  such ;  and  altogether 
inadeqaate  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  estab- 
ished.  A  project  has  been  presented,  however, 
:alculated  to  place  this  school  upon  the  footing 
)f  the  most  perfect  of  the  kind  which  exist.  As 
10  the  school  of  application  there  is  none.  The 
legree  of  instruction  given  to  the  cadets  at  the 
icfaool  of  West  Point,  has  heretofore  been  for  the 
nostpart  limited  to  a  general  acquaintance  with 
hose  branches  of  Icnowledge,  which  are  common 

0  all  the  arms  of  an  army  i  and  which  ought  to 
me  been  extended,  and  applied  to  artillery,  for- 
ification,  and  topograph  y.  The  consequence  has 
)€eD,  that  the  officers  of  infantry,  artillery,  engi- 
leers,  and  of  the  topographical  corps,  have  had 
he  same  degree  and  Itind  of  instruction ;  and  the 
n\j  real  dinerence  which  existed  between  them 
n  leaving  the  school,  consisted  in  the  uniform  of 
tieir  respective  corps  or  regiments.  If  any  have 
een  so  rortonate  as  to  render  themselves  service* 
ble,  either  in  the  artillery  or  engineers,  the  cause 
lost  be  sought  for  in  their  own  industrV,  and  not 

1  the  education  received  by  them  at  West  Point, 
rhich  was  barely  sufficient  to  excite  a  desire  for 
ifliuiry  inquiries  and  of  military  pursuits. 

It  remains  to  enumerate  the  branches  of  koow- 
^ge  which  are  common  to  all  the  arms ;  and 
Eiose  which  are  necessary,  and  appertain  more 
r  leas  exclusively  to  each  or  several  of  these 
rms.  The  eabjoined  table  exhibits  the  two 
rlDcipal  divisions  of  the  instructions.  The  first 
art  includes  the  branches  of  knowledge  that  are 
ecessary  to  all  who  are  destined  for  an  y  arm  of 
le  military  establishment;  either  as  omeera  in 
le  exercise  of  their  immediate  professional  da- 
«s,  or  as  men  of  informatioa,  liable,  in  the  course 
r  their  military  career,  to  be  intrusted  with  other 
iterests,  It  is,  therefore,  that  the  mathematics, 
>r  instance,  are  extended  further  than  is  strictly 
ecessary  to  the  officer  of  infantry ;  that  natural 
ad  experimental  philosophy  and  chemistry  are 
tierted  under  the  elementary  division,  rather  as 
vtning  part  of  a  liberal  education  than  of  mere 
lilitary  utility;  and,  finally,  the  several  kinds 
f  drawings  are  only  taught  in  the  elementary 
irisioiiy  as  an  advantageous  introdaetion  to  the 
ompt  acquisition  and  exercise  of  the  art  of  top- 
graphical  delineations.  This  division^  or  ele- 
entary  part  of  the  instruction,  will  require  five 
ofessor&  three  teachers,  and  two  instructors, 
he  number  of  assistants,,  di^.  depends  upon  the 
imber  of  individuals  at  the  school. 
The  same  table  presents  the  second  part  of  the 
struction,  which  is  in  addition  to  the  first,  and 

necessary  to  those  destined  to  the  engineers, 
tillery,  or  topographical  corps.  Here  the  math- 
natics  are  carried  to  a  higher  degree,  which  is 
^ndered  necessary  by  their  application  to  ma- 
lines,  the  theorf  of  artillery,  the  construction  of 
larts,  dbc.  Descriptive  geometry  is  applied  to 
lachines  and  fortification.  Fortification  is 
LUght  to  the  extent  which  is  exolusiveljf  neoes- 
try  to  the  officer  of  engineers;  and  artillery  to 
le  extent  that  is  only  required  for  the  officers  at 
lat  arm.  Geometry  and  trigonometry  receive 
leir  applications  to  topographical  operations; 
15tb  Con.  Sd  Sss8 77 


and  spherical  trigonometry  and  descriptive  geom- 
etry, to  the  projection.  <&<%,  of  charts.  This  part 
of  the  instruction  will  demand  four  professors. 
Because,  either  these  two  divisions  of  the  instruc- 
tion will  be  taught  at  one  school,  or  two  separate 
schools.  In  the  first  case,  the  professors  of  the 
elemen tar V  course  will  be  insufficient,  and. can- 
not attend  to  a  course  of  instruction  thus  ex- 
tended :  in  the  second  case,  the  four  professora 
before  mentioned  become  absolutely  necessary. 
But  whether  the  entire  <!our8e  (or  both  of  these 
divisions  of  the  instruction)  shall  be  taught  at 
the  same,  or  at  two  separate  schools,  it  will  not 
be  the  less  indispensable  that  a  division  of  it, 
similar  to  that  here  established,  should  exist  in 
fact.  The  question  is,  thereibr^,  reduced  to  this: 
shall  the  elementary,  or  first  part  of  the  course  of 
the  instruction,  be  taught  at  West  Point,  and  the 
second  part  at  a  separate  school,  to  be  established 
elsewhere?  Or  shall  the  second  part  constitute 
an  additional  class  or  classes,  at  the  school  of 
West  Point,  to  consist  of  ihose  cadets  only  who 
are  destined  for  the  engineers,  artillery,  and  topo* 
graphical  corps,  and  who  shall  have  previously 
passed  through  the  elementary  classes f 

The  second  division  of  the  course  of  instruction 
exhibited  b^  the  annexed  table,  and  which  must 
constitute  either  a  school,  or  classes  of  applica* 
tion,  is  practical  as  well  as  theoretical.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  elementary  branches  of  instruc* 
tion,- and  the  branches  of  mathematics^  to  the 
theory  of  artillery,  fortification,  and  topography, 
forms  the  theoretical  or  acaoemic  part  of  the 
division  of  the  course  of  instruction,  while  the 
application  of  these  theories  to  the  oircumstaacea 
of  the  ground,  dbc.,  requires,  and  must  be  taught 
to  the  students,  by  a  course  of  actual  exneri- 
ments,  and  practical  exemplifications  in  the  neld. 
It  is  necessary  to  make  this  remark,  in  order  to  a 
just  appreciation  of  all  the  considerations  which 
should  influence  in  the  decision  of  the  present 
question. 

The  advantages  which  may  be  derived  from  a 
union  of  the  school  of  application,  in  the  shape 
of  additional  classes,  to  the  elementary  schooL 
are  almost  exclusively  those  of  economy,  and 
admit  of  being  correctly  ascertained ;  they  con- 
sist— 

1st.  In  having  certain  duties  that  are  common 
and  necessary  to  both  establishments  performed 
by  the  same  individuals  who  are  now  employed 
for  those  purposes  at  West  Point.  Such  are  the 
duties  of  the  superintendent,  most  of  the  officers 
of  the  military  stafi*,  and  disbursing  department, 

2d.  In  the  purchase  of  an  additional  site,  which 
will  be  avoicfed. 

3d.  In  saving  the  additional  expense  of  quar* 
ters,  academical,  and  any  other  buildings,  to  the, 
extent  that  they  now  exist  at  West  Point,  beyond 
the  wants  of  that  establishment. 

4th.  In  saving  the  expense  of  purchasing  a. 
library,  instruments,  dbc.,  to  the  extent  of  those 
now  on  hand  at  West  Point. 

5.  In  saving  the  travelling  and  other  expenses 
to  which  the  graduates  of  the  elementary  school 
would  be  subjectedi  in  order  to  join  and  com- 
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tii€Dea  tfatir  eoorie  at  the  school  of  api^iettioD, 
if  these  institations  were  separate;  and, 

6th.  In  aToiding  a  loss  of  time  on  the  part  of 
the  ^raduatesj  which  would  take  place  oo  their 
transfer  to  the  school  of  appHeatton  in  the  case 
jast  supposed. 

The  followiDg  are  the  considerations  which 
oppose  a  union,  and  which  consequently  urge  a 
separation  of  these  two  schools. 

1st.  The  classes  of  application  will  consist  of 
(hose  individuals  destinea  for  the  artillery,  engi- 
neers, and  topographical  corps,  who  shall  have 
graduated  at  the  termination  of  the  elementary 
course  of  instruction,  and  who  will  consequently 
be  then  promotedj  by  breret  or  otherwise,  in  the 
same  manner  as  those  destined  for  the  infantry. 
There  must  probably  be  two  classes  of  applica- 
tion ;  and  the  number  of  students  of  which  they 
ought  to  consist,  in  order  to  supply  the  annual 
tacancies  in  their  respectire  arms,  will  not  be 
less  than  seventy.  Tne  school  will^  therefore, 
be  augmented  to  this  amount,  and  will  be  com- 
posed of  commissioned  officers  and  cadets,  whose 
rights,  interests,  and  oecupatloiis,  will  be  mora  or 
less  dissimilar;  and  who  must,  consequently,  be 
^verned  by  regulations,  dbc,  essentially  diror- 
ent,  which  will  at  once  destroy  that  unity  of  sys- 
tem necessary  to  all  military  institutions. 

dd.  The  difference  in  point  of  rank,  in  the 
students  of  the  elementary  classes,  and  those 
composing  the  classes  of  application,  will  origi- 
nate claims  to  precedence  and  superiority  on  the 
one  part,  aad  resistance  to  such  pretensions  on 
the  other,  which  no  regulations  can  restrain 
within  proper  limits. 

3d.  It  will  be  nfcessary  to  have  two  sets  of 
professions  at  the  same  school,  and  in  several 
instances  two  professors  of  the  same  department 
of  science,  who  will  be  independent  of  each 
other.  Hence,  increased  occasions  of  discord. 
Individual  interest  an^  feelings  must  of  neces- 
sity, and  frequently  will  be  brought  into  collis- 
ion; which  experience  has  sufficiently  proved, 
Would  lead,  first  to  divisions  amoni^  the  academic 
staff,  and  finally  to  the  formation  of  parties 
among  the  officers  and  cadets,  destructive  of  that 
harmony  and  order  which  should  prevail,  and 
are  believed  essential  to  the  successful  operatrons 
of  the  school. 

4th.  The  duties  of  the  two  aets  of  professors, 
the  studies  and  occupations  of  the  officers  ana 
cadets,  being  different  in  their  character,  and  re- 
quiring to  M  arranged  differently,  as  to  time  and 
other  cireumstanctt,  will  render  two  distinct  sys- 
tems of  organization  and  police  indispensable, 
which  frequently  cannot  be  made  to  accord, 
without  incurring  some  inconvenience  or  injury, 
or  without  the  sacrifice  of  some  advantage  on 
the  part  of  one  or  the  other  division  of  the  school, 
and  perhaps  of  both.  The  superintendent  will, 
in  fact,  have  two  schools  to  govern  and  condoet. 
His  time  and  attention  will,  therefore,  be  divided, 
alternately  occupied  with  the  peculiar  concerns 
of  each,  and  frequently  employed  in  reconciling 
conflicting  interests.  The  vrhole  system  of  ad- 
ministration for  the  two  schools  will  be  more  or 


less  controlled  or  influenced  by  the  ineoareoieBt 
and  unnecessary  relations  in  which  tky  are 
placed  to  each  other. 

The  advantages  and  disadvantages  here  can* 
meratedj  as  attending  the  union  of  the  twodirn- 
ions  of  the  course  of  military  instmetioa,  at  tbe 
same  school^  are  obviously  too  differeat  in  the? 
kind  to  admit  of  being  compared  ;  nor  is  it  nee& 
sary  that  they  should  be.  The  expense  attea^ 
the  separate  establishment  of  a  school  of  applfict- 
tion  might  be  offered  as  a  reason  for  rejecti^ii 
altogether,  but  by  no  means  for  onitiog  it  to  ck 
elementary  school,  when  the  operations  of  both 
would  be  obstructed  in  consequence  of  ssdedig, 
aftd  their  ultimate  success  rendered  oMre  (haa 
doubtful. 

Among  the  advantages  that  will  be  4eRfei 
from  the  establishmentof  a  school  of  applinM, 
are  the  means  it  will  afford  of  pcovidias  he 
other  departmenu  of  national  service,  fcssiitt 
those  which  have  been  mentioned j  and,  pla- 
cating it  immediately  under  the  eyea  ^theGsf- 
ernment,  the  measures  neecsaarj  to  cnlai|e,st  is 
adapt  it  to  the  particular  objecta  in  view,  vil  ht 
more  readily  ascertained^  and  afifUied  witiigRsier 
oertainty  of  effect.  The  neceasitj  of  tikii  isstim- 
tion  will  become  urgent,  in  the  event  of  sae  sr 
more  additional  elementarf  achoola  being cmleL 
It  will  then  be  expedient  for  those  very  reaam 
of  economy  which  now  form  the  only  oigeetifiai 
that  can  be  opposed  to  it ;  and  it  will  bt  aec» 
sary,  because  it  will  enable  the  res|)ectiv«  cssA- 
dates  for  the  engineer,  artillery,  and  topogispkh 
cal  corps,  to  be  assembled  at  the  same  schmaad 
to  receive,  in  common,  their  last  degree  of  is- 
struction ;  and  because  that  bf  no  other  Bflsss 
can  that  uniformity  in  the  iasuoction  aaddaiia 
of  each  of  these  arms  be  attained,  which  »  me^ 
tiai  to  their  perfection. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  thatachasl  of 
application  is  decidedly  necessary  to  the  nibtary 
service  of  the  country;  that,  to  be  raaAeiedift- 
cient,  it  ought  to  be  sepaiate  from  all  inailiiie 
eoanecion  with  aay  other  institntaoB;  asA  that 
it  should  have  a  ceniral  loeathMiy  and  asUttb 
removed  as  possible  from  under  the  ehaarvatiai 
of  Gtovernaaaat. 


Which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  hova- 
able  J.  C.  Calhoun,  SecreUry  of  War. 

BERNARD,  Brigadier  GtHOvL 
WM.  McRBB,  Mtf.  t^Ewgi^n 
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MILTTAIIY  ACADEMY  AT  WJBIST  POINT. 

[CMunanieated  to  iha  Senate,  Febmaiy  6, 1S19») 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statu  .• 

Iq  compliance  with  a  resolatioa  of  the  Senate 
of  the  25th  of  last  month,  requesting  me  '*  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  it  a  copy  of  the  rules  and 
regulittions  adopted  for  the  ^vernment  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  also,  how 
maoy  cadets  have  been  admitted  into  the  Acade- 
my;  the  time  of  the  residence  of  each  cadet  at 
that  inatitDtton }  and  how  many  of  them  kare 
been  appointed  officers  in  the  Army  and  Nary  of 
the  United  States/'  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which,  with  the  accompany- 
ing docu meats,  will  afford  all  the  information 
required  by  the  said  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROS. 

Febbuart  5, 1819. 


DgPABTiiaiiT  OF  W^m  A6. 4)  1819. 
Th«  Secretary  of  War,  to  wAom  was  ref^^rrad 
the  resolutjoo  of  the  Senate  of  the  d5th  JaoiMtfy 
Igst,  *<  th^t  the  Presidenc  of  the  United  States  he 
reqoetted  to  caofe  to  be  laid  before  the  Senala 
a  copy  of  the  raiea  and  regolations  adopted  for 
the  goreramenl  of  the  Military  Aeadeonir  at 
West  Ppint ;  alsoi  ho^  mi^oy  cgdets  hare  beaft 
adoittftd  into  the  Academy ;  the  time  of  the  re* 
•ideace  of  eeah  cadet  at  that  jQstitutioB ;  and  iiov 
latay  of  them  haye  baeii  appointed  W&sers  ia  the 
Army  gnd  Mar|r  of  the  uqited  9.(ate«»"  has  the 
honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  Ijst  of  cadets  who 
hare  been  a4ipU(fid  at  the  Militiiry  Academy  at 
We^t  Point,  io  theStai/e  of  New  York;  the  time 
of  theif  edmissioD,  and  promotion,  dbc. ;  and  the 
time  they  reqMioed  at  thitt  ioptitatioo ;  and  a 
copy  of  the  rules  and  regMlatiooa  edopted  for  the 

FsrerAineot  of  the  Military  A^ecay  at  West 
oint. 

The  cadets  itre  under  the  goiTerniaeiit  of  the 
rules  a«d  artielee  of  war,  so  iJM  a#  t)&ef  art  a|H 
plicahle,  and  op4ar  the  orders  of  the  aaperia- 
teodant  of  li^e  Academy. 

JOHN  &  QALHOUN. 

leiy ;  bnjt  th^  do  i|ot  asem  to  m^  to  enter  into  the 
neceassiy  aancation  of  an  officer  of  infrntry,  otherwBM 
than  as  fiuming  part  of  the  ftsneral  inAjroiatioB  of 
which  It  if  pro|)eT  thst  no  gentleman  idionld  be  entire^ 
ignorant 

If  it  would  not  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  oSn  an 
improTcment  on  the  proposed  plana  of  so  excellent  a 
judge  as  Oeneral  Bernard,  I  wonld  suggest  that  ano- 
ther course  reqmring  another  instrnetor  ibr  teaching 
military  admiiuatratlon  and  leglalatiott,  an  abstract  of 
the  American  Constitution,  of  our  militia  laws,  would 
be  nselhl  to  all  the  young  officers  in  the  school ;  and 
more  partkmlariy  so  to  the  offieev  of  inlattlry,  than 
chemiatoy  and  nataial  philoeophy. 

t  In  addition  to  tfieaa  leesons,  I  think  the  ssme  in- 
strnetor, who  should  be  some  ezpenenoed  officer,  might 
give  some  Iwsons  of  the  sernoe  of  the  mfimtiy  in  gar- 
rison snd  in  the  field,  of  daily  discipline;  and  mora 
particularly  of  the  serrioe  of  the  light  iafiyslry  and 
riflemen^  adapled  to  Indiaa  wnftre,  dU. 
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Departmsnt  op  War,  July  1, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  regula- 
tions defining  a  complete  eonrse  of  education, 
drawn  up  by  the  academical  stafi*,  and  transmit- 
ted by  you  to  this  department,  which  has  been 
am^roYed,  with  sach  modifications  as  ha?e  been 
judged  necessary,  by  the  President. 

From  the  age  at  which  cadets  are  admitted 
into  the  Academy,  the  study  of  the  Enelish 
grammar  is  deemed  indispensable  to  give  them 
a  correct  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  strac- 
ture  of  their  own  language. 

Although  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages  is  not  considered  essentially 
necessary,  yet,  where  the  cadets  haYe  studied 
those  languages  before  their  appointments,  it  is 
believed  that  the  review  of  those  languages  du- 
rinjjf  the  last  year  of  study  will  add  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  institution,  and  cannot  fail  to  be 
useful  to  the  cadets. 

It  is  expected  that  the  duties  required  bjr  these 
additions  will  be  performed  bv  the  chaplain  em- 
ployed in  the  Academy.  The  performance  of 
these  duties,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  an  inducement 
with  Congress,  when  this  subject  shall  again  be 
brou^rht  under  their  consideration,  to  make  the 
appointment  permanent,  not  only  at  West  Point, 
but  at  such  other  establishment  of  that  nature  as 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  that  body^ 

If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  academical  staff,  these 
branches  of  education  can  be  advantageously 
prosecuted  at  periods  different  from  those  fixed  in 
the  regulations,  their  suggestions  will  be  attended 
to  with  pleasure. 

The  inducement  to  the  other  alterations  will 
readily  suggest  itself  to  your  mind.  That  a  ca- 
det, who  having' been  thrown  into  a  class  below 
him,  and  subsequently  in  the  course  of  his  edu- 
cation finds  himself  placed  ia  the  same  situation, 
will  not  be  qualified  for  an  engineer,  may  be 
readily  conceived ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  ha  may  not  possess  many  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  general  in  a  higher  degjree  than  some 
of  those  who  greatly  excel  him  in  bis  studies. 
The  absolute  dismission  for  thtt  cause  has, there- 
fore, been  changed  into  a  reference  to  the  War 
Derartment. 

These  regulations  will  apphr  to  all  cases  where 
the  cadet  presents  himself  for  admission  after 
they  are  received  at  the  Academy,  notwithstand- 
iiiff  their  appointments  may  be  of  anterior  date. 

The  regulation  requiring  the  unmarried  pro- 
fessors, teachers,  and  assistants  to  eat  with  (he 
cadets,  is  believed  to  be  conformable  to  the  gen- 
eral usage  of  colleges,  and  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered onerous.  I  undersund,  also,  that  Cap- 
t»ia  Partridge  U  himself  a  bachelor,  and  of  course 
subject  to  the  regulation.  From  his  signing  some 
of  bis  acts  as  superintendent  of  the  Academy,  he 
may  have  supposed  thathe  waa  not  embraced  by 
the  rule.  This,  however,  b  a  mistake.  No  om- 
eCT,  as  long  aa  the  law  remains  as  it  is,  can  be 
the  soperintendeDt  of  the  institution  but  the  prin  • 
cipal  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  the  next 
in  command  of  that  corps,  in  case  of  his  absence. 
If;  however,  in  your  opinion,  the  proposition 


made  by  the  academical  stmff  to  attend  theaess- 
houses,  and  make  daily  reports  of  the  iirt^viil 
protect  the  cadets  from  imposition,  yolMt^ 
thorized  to  suspend  the  rule  until  further  or^ 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Qen.  JosEPB  G.  Swift,  Neto  York 


Ukitbd  Statbs  Mi litabt  Academt. 
Wett  Pmni,  May  22,  ISli 

The  following  branches  of  science  ao^  issfrK* 
tion  shall  be  considered  as  com  prising  icos^ 
course  of  education  at  the  Military  Aeiinf  ii 
West  Point,  State  of  New  York: 

The  Bnglish  and  French  Iangoages,uiike 
review  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  iaogaaga.Bi:^ 
ematics,  military  drawing,  natural  and  expen- 
meotal  philosophy,  including  astrooooif,  eifh 
neering,  geography,  history,  ethics,  miliurjia- 
struction,  and  the  sword  exercises. 

Englhh  language. — A  course  of  Bagltski^ 
embrace  English  grammar  and  compoaiioa. 

Freoch  langtuige. — A  course  of  FreteksbtH 
consist  in  pronouncing  the  languaee  (olera^f, 
and  translating  from  French  into  ix^  ^ 
from  English  into  French,  with  accuruy. 

Latin  and  Greek  languagte.^A  c«em  of 
Latin  and  Greek  shall  embrace  the  reriev  of  lit 
Latin  and  Greek  authors  usually  uaghtioiet^ 
emiea. 

No  cadet  shall  be  compelled  to  stody  ^ 
languages  who  shall  not  have  been  uoglit^ 
previous  to  his  appointment. 

Mathematic$. — A  complete  course  of  di<^ 
matics  shall  embrace  theroIIowingbnfleitei,r2: 
The  nature  and  constructioa  of  JogantkBi  ^ 
the  use  of  the  tables;  algebra,  to  iDclQd((i^«^ 
lution  of  cubic  equations,  with  all  the  pce^H 
rules;  geometry,  to  include  plane  wiiifi^%*' 
ometry,  also  ratios  and  proportions,  ui  '<^*  coo- 
structiOQ  of  geometrical  problems;  applKttion  of 
algebra  to  geometry ;  practical  geooieiTy  oo  Ue 
ground ;  mensuration  of  planes  and  solids;  f^^Q^ 
trigonometry,  with  its  application  lo  ssrutias 
and  measuring  heights  and  distances  *,  spbcnctl 
trigonometry,  with  its  application  to  the  soionas 
of  spherical  problems ;  tbe  docttioe  of  u^^ 
series;  conic  sections,  with  their  appiicitwi <^ 
military  and  other  projectiles;  fluxio0».i<>^ 
taught  and  studied  at  the  option  of  the  H«^ 
and  student. 

Dravnng.^A  complete  coorae  of  drawi«f  s^^' 
include  the  eleiaentary  drawing  of  figoreiini'^ 
and  practice  of  peispeetive  plaos  and  ^^  f. 
permanent  fortifications ;  of  every  kisd^B^'^ 
works ;  and,  also,  topograpfaieai  ptaas. 

Philoeopky.^k  complete  course  of  pb»}«*yj 
shall  embrace  the  following  branches,  vis'  "^' 
principles  of  mechanics,  with  their  geo^riliP' 
plication;  hydrostatics,  hydraulics,  poeuoii^^ 
optics;  the  elements  of  chemistry,  elecirJe'/, 
magnetism,  and  astronomy. 

Engineering,-^ k  complete  course  of  eifB*"* 
ing  shall  embrace  the  following  hraocli^  ^i*' 
Military  and  ciril  arehiteelure;  perinaoefit^' 
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Eeld  fortification ;  field  works,  geoef»lly ;  rales 
for  the  labor,  time,  and  materiais  necessary  for 
the  coDsiroction  of  difierent  kinds  of  works ;  also, 
rules  for  the  construction  of  all  the  appendages 
necessary  in  field  works;  the  constraction  of 
mines  and  foagasses,  and  the  different  modes  of 
attacking  and  defending  fortified  places;  also, 
oastrametation. 

Geography.'^A,  complete  course  of  geography 
shsli  embrace  the  solution  of  the  sererai  prob* 
lems  of  the  spheres,  usually  prefixed  to  the  sys- 
tems of  geography,  by  means  of  the  globe.  A 
knowledge  of  the  grand  divisions  of  the  earth; 
of  the  extent,  bounoartes,  and  relative  situations 
of  the  several  countries  situated  in  each  of  these 
grand  divisions ;  embracing,  likewise^  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  natural  prmluctions,  commerce, 
manafsctures,  government,  naval  and  military 
strength,  relative  importance,  and  the  use  of  the 
mapst  &c. 

Bisioiy.-^A  complete  course  of  historv  shall 
embrace  a  course  or  universal  history ;  the  his- 
tory of  America  generally;  the  history  of  the 
American  Revolutionary  war,  Ac;  the  history 
of  the  United  States,  or  such  particular  States 
as  the  professor  in  that  department  shall  judge 
proper. 

Ethica.'^A  course  of  ethics  shall  include  the 
elements  of  moral  science,  also  of  natural  and  po- 
litical law. 

MUUary  tfisfrtM^titm.— A  complete  course  of 
military  instruction  shall  embrace  a  general 
oourse  of  tactics;  a  knowledge  of  infantry  duty, 
to  commence  with  the  elementary  drill  of  the 
soldier,  and  to  include  the  discipline  and  police 
of  tbe  battalion  and  platoon  in  alKtbetr  parta; 
a  knowledge  of  artillery  duty,  including  the  ar- 
tillery dhll;  practical  gunnery ;  and,  also,  all 
the  performance  of  all  the  regular  duties  of  the 
camp. 

Sioord  ed^ercitc— Under  the  sword  exercise 
shall  be  included  the  broad  sword  exercise,  and 
the  cut  and  thrust,  or  small  sword,  either  or  both, 
according  to  circumstances. 

Astignmeni  6/  chUiet, — Each  professor  and  in- 
structor shall  be  limited  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  to  his  own  department,  and  not  to 
interfere  with  any  other  department.  Each  pro- 
fessor and  teacher,  at  the  head  of  a  separate  de- 
partment, shall  be  the  judge  of  the  proper  mode 
of  conveying  instruction  in  his  own  department, 
and  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  correctness 
of  this  mode. 

Dixiaien  9f  iime^^^To  complete  the  preceding 
oourse  of  studies  will  require  four  years.  The 
branches  to  be  pursued,  and  the  coarse  to  be  com- 
pleted in  each  year,  shall  be  as  follows: 

f\r9t  year.-*'The  course  of  the  first  year  shall 
embrace  Ragiish  grammar  and  composition,  and 
the  French  language,  logarithms,  algebra,  and 
plane  geometry,  to  include  ratios  and  propor- 
cioDs*         ^ 

Second  year.— The  course  of  the  second  year 
shall  embrace  a  continuation  of  the  French  lan- 
guage ;  the  geometry  of  planes  and  solids,  and 
aha  coastruction  of  geametrical  projbUiiis;  the 


application  of  algebra  to  geometry,  and  the  men- 
suration of  planes  and  solids;  pUne  and  spherical 
trigonometry,  with  their  applications;  conic  sec* 
tions ;  practical  geometry  and  drawing. 

Third  year.— A  course  for  the  third  year  shall 
embrace  natural  and  experimental  philosophyi 
astronomy,  engineering,  and  drawing  continued* 

Fourth  year. — A  course  for  the  fourth  year 
shall  embrace  geography,  history,  and  ethics,  the 
review  of  the  fingiish  grammar,  and  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages ;  also,  a  general  review  of 
the  most  important  branches  in  each  of  the  de- 
partments. 

Jiuka  for  cUuayicaiion, — The  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy  shall  constitute  four  classes* 
All  the  cadets  who  are  admitted  as  members  of 
the  academy  in  each  year  shall  constitute  the 
first  lower  class.  If,  however,  at  the  general  ex- 
amination next  ensuing  the  time  of  admission, 
it  shall  appear  that  any  cadet  is  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced in  his  studies,  he  may  be  admitted  into 
the  next  higher  class.  On  the  contrary,  if,  at 
either  of  the  general  examinations,  any  cadet 
shall  be  found  unqualified  to  proceed  with  his 
class,  he  shall  be  put  back  into  the  next  lower 
class.  No  intermediate  classes  will,  in  any  case, 
be  allowed. 

Qualificationa  necestaryfor  ctdmiaaum. — Each 
cadet,  previous  to  his  being  admitted  a  mem- 
ber ox  the  Military  Academy,  must  be  able  to 
read  distinctly  and  pronounce  correctly :  to  write 
a  fair  legible  hand ;  and  to  perform  with  facility 
and  accuracy  the  varioas  operations  of  the  ground 
roles  of  arithmetic,  both  simple  and  compound; 
of  the  rules  of  reduction  of  single  and  com- 
pound proportion,  and  also  of  vulgar  and  decimni 
fractions. 

Prmnucuou$  regvlatiofu. — 1st.  Every  cadet, 
when  he  shall  have  completed  the  forgoing 
course  of  studies,  shall  be  entitled  to  his  diploma 
signed  by  the  academic  stafi",  agreeably  to  law 
and  existing  regulations. 

2d.  The  mihtary  instruction  of  the  cadet  shall 
be  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  suoerin- 
tendent  of  the  academy,  and  shall  be  attenaed  to 
at  such  times  as  will  interfere  the  least  with  their 
other  academic  duties. 

3d.  The  particular  course  of  studies  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  classes,  between  the  general  exam- 
inations in  each  year,  shall  be  determined  by  the 
superintendent  and  acadeinic  staff,  in  such  man- 
ner as  experience  shall  point  oat  to  be  the  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  institution. 

4th.  Any  cadet  who  shall  have  been  reduced 
to  a  lower  class,  and  shall,  upon  a  second  exami- 
nation, be  found  unqualified  to  advance  with  this 
class  to  the  next  higher  grade,  shall,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  prevented  from  attending  to  his 
studies  by  sickness,  necessary  absence,  or  some 
other  evident  necessity,  be  reported  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Department  of  War  by  the  academic 
staff,  stating  the  branches  of  science  in  which  he 
is  most  deficient,  those  in  which  he  has  made  the 
greatest  proficiency,  as  well  as  the  general  incli- 
nation, temper,  and  habits,  which  appear  to  pre- 
dnaainate  in  his  actions;  and  especially  wheth^ 
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hit  tfomiilADt  prdMBftltfei  impel  liiAi  to  the  pro. 
ftitlon  of  arms.  ITpOD  tliis  ir»pott  ho  ihall  be  die. 
mlised,  or  retftidedi  «t  the  will  of  the  Preeident. 

5th.  The  tiiperiiitetideiit  of  the  t€adetny  ttnd 
the  aetdeoie  iteif  shall  be  at  liberif  to  propose 
to  the  fteeretary  of  War  soeh  alterationt  and 
amettdments  to  the  foregoiag  eonrte  of  ttvdiet 
at  they  tfaall,  at  any  ttine,  eoojoiBtly  deem  ne- 
eeisary  for  the  good  of  the  iDstitotton ;  the  whole^ 
or  a  majority  of  them,  agreeiag  to  saoh  altera- 
tions and  ameBdments. 

<Hh.  Should  It  be  found,  by  experience,  that 
too  large  a  portion  of  stadj  or  instrnetion  is  as- 
signed in  the  preceding  course  of  fetodles  to  Any 
particular  year,  the  snperrntendeat  and  acadeMic 
staff  conjointly  shall  be  at  liberty  to  transfei*) 
from  the  course  of  one  year  to  that  of  another, 
such  particulir  portions  of  study  or  instruction 
as  mair  appear  necessary  to  produce  an  equality; 
the  wnole,  or  a  majority  of  them,  agreeing  to 
such  transfer. 

nie  foregoing  course  of  studies  and  instmc- 
tidns  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War. 

Sule$  with  re$pect  to  the  vnmotion  of  cadets  of 
the  United  Statee  ImtUary  Academy. 

1.  That,  in  the  goTernmental  promotion  of  the 
cadets,  the  lineal  tank  of  each  graduating  ctass 
shall  be  established  in  conformity  to  the  principle 
of  general  merit,  as  ascertained  by  a  competent 
board  of  etaminers. 

t.  That  the  distribution  of  cadets  to  the  seve- 
ral corps  of  the  army  at  the  time  of  promotion, 
shall  be  made  accoraing  to  their  particular  tal- 
ents and  qualifications  ascertained  in  like  man- 
ner}  protidedj  that  this  distributibn  be  allowed, 
in  no  instance,  to  interfere  with  the  principle  of 
rank  according  to  general  merit. 

3.  No  cadet  to  be  promoted  from  the  academy 
until  he  shall  have  completed  his  course  of  studies 
at  the  ume,  and  received  the  diploma  of  the  aca- 
demic staff  to  that  effect. 

4.  No  cadet  who  shall  resign  his  wartant.  or 
otherwise  be  separated  from  the  academy,  before 
the  completion  of  his  studies,  shall,  on  any  ac- 
count, receive  an  appointment  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  Sutes,  until  after  the  promotion  of 
the  class  to  which  he  belonged ;  nor  then,  if  such 
appointment  interfere  in  the  smallest  degree  with 
the  rank  of  any  member  of  that  class. 

5.  No  cadet  who  shall  be  dismissed  the  institu- 
tion, or  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  idle- 1 
ness,  neglect  of  duty,  or  any  species  of  bad  con- 
duct, shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  post  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  until  at  least  JSve 
years  after  the  promotion  of  the  class  to  which 
he  belonged. 

B0AD8  AND  CANAL8-— REPORT  OF  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

ICommunicatad  to  the  Houm,  Januaiy  li,  1819.] 

DlPARTMBltT  OP  WaB,  JoSL  7,  ISlO. 

Sia:  In  eomplianee  with  a  reaolmion  of  the 
Hottae  of  RtpMniaiivaa  of  the  4th  of  April,  j 


1818,  inatnieciag  th«  8«e#etaty  «f  Wartta^ 
to  that  Hoase,  at  their  next  scnsioa,  ''apinfia 
the  applieaciOB  of  soeh  mesas  u  are  vdkiile 
power  of  OoDgrees  for  the  ponnse  of  ef^ 
and  eonstraethig  such  itMida  tad  caathuaif 
deserve  and  reqmre  the  aid  of  Qoveraaest,  wia 
a  view  to  military  opetmtMBs  in  liaie  of  w; 
the  transportation  of  monitions  of  vsr;  ss^ih 
a  atatement  of  the  worlfca  of  Ae  aatire  lkeT^ 
mentioned  which  have  been  eonmiesced,  th 
progress  which  has  been  made,  and  tke  am 
and  prospect  of  their  completioo ;  isgelkirfiti 
sneh  inferoMtioB  aa,  in  the  opiaioa  of  ih  fin- 
retary,  shall  he  material  in  relatioa  totk#eti 
of  the  resolution,"  I  have  the  hanortonhibe 
(bHowin^  report : 

A  judicious  systen  of  roads  and  etatii,(a- 
straeied  for  the  convenienee  of  csBMicmai 
the  transporution  of  the  mail  only,  witbootiir 
reference  to  military  operations,  is  itielf  tant 
the  most  efficient  meana  for  "the  nonoo- 
plete  defence  of  the  United  Staiei."  Wi(h« 
adverting  to  the  fact,  that  the  roads  isd  etnb 
which  such  a  ayacem  would  leqotn  sic  wik 
few  ezeeptiobs,  precisely  tlMMo  which  vnltfh 
required  for  tlw  operatioaa  of  war,  saebiif» 
tem,  by  consolidating  our  Union,  ioemaiai 
wealth  and  iiaeal  capacity,  would  adtf  fm^^ 
our  resources  in  war.  It  ia  in  a  sistf  d  ni 
when  a  nation  is  compelled  to  pot  sU  of  it^R* 
sources,  in  men,  money,  sfcill,  ud  deiptioii  t> 
country,  into  re^fvisition,  that  its  GoTenacit 
realizes,  in  ia  security,  the  beneficial effeeafiw 
a  people  made  proaperooa  and  faappf  bfivis 
direction  of  ita  resources  in  peace.  Bat!  JR^ 
to  pursue  this  subject,  thoogh  so  iatereitlifj  w 
which,  the  focther  it  is  puraoed,  will  tlw  awe 
clearly  establish  the  intinrnte  eonnexiookivv" 
the  defence  and  safety  of  the  coaatrftf^'^ 
improvement  and  proeperity,  as  IdoDOCeaKeu 
that  it  consUtntes  the  iavibe<hate  object  if »» 
report. 

Thete  is  no  oonntry  to  which  a  good  >fitf' 
of  military  roads  and  oaaala  is  moreiodtfett- 
blethanto  the  United  Statesu  As|rest»>tf 
military  eapaeity  is,  when  compaftd  wiojw 
number  of  onr  people,  yet,  when  eooiideretn 
relation  tu  the  vast  exteat  of  our  co«otry,itB 
very  small ;  and,  if  eo  great  -an  eztest  of  ^^ 
tory  renders  it  very  dnicnit  to  cenqoer  ».<| 
has  been  frequently  observed,  it  ow^t  sotua 
forgotten  that  it  renders  it  no  less  dSeoItiorii' 
Gk>vernmenr  to  afford  protection  <o^^Pf[!f 
of  the  community.  In  the  very  wktmtdw^ 
the  dtfficoHv  of  proteotiog  every  peit,*^**/^ 
our  population  bears  so  small  a  proporooit''*' 
extent  of  thecountry,  cannot  beeniirslysffi^' 
but  it  may  be  very  greatly  dianaiehcd  hf Jlfv 
system  of  military  toads  and  eaaals.  !>*  r. 
eessity  of  snch  a  system  is  still  ^''diewfif^^ 
we  take  into  oonsideration  the  ^''■"'^^I'^L^ 
political  maxims  and  institutions.  PP^^ 
priaciple  to  a  large  standing  army,  ^^.^Ji 
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sxperieaca  of  ilie  kte  wtr  %wfif  provcii  in  the 
}r(tent  ttat«  of  oar  iDteroal  improyemoau,  the 
lelay,  the  oacerUiDty.  the  anxiety,  and  exhaoet- 
tog  emccs  of  such  eails.  The  facts  are  too  receat 
to  rtqntre  details,  and  the  inpreMioo  too  deep  to 
be  icon  foifotteD.  As  it  is  the  part  of  wieaom 
10  profit  by  experteoee,  to  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
[wrtaoce  to  preTcat  a  recurreoee  of  a  similar 
(ttte  of  things,  by  the  apptieatioa  of  a  porttoa 
3f  our  means .  to  lite  constrnetioa  of  such  roads 
lod  canals  as  are  required  ^  with  a  view  to  mili- 
tary operations  in  time  of  war,  tJie  traasportation 
sf  the  mnnitions  of  war,  and  more  complete  de- 
fence of  the  United  States?' 

In  all  questions  of  military  preparatioa,  thxee 
of  oar  frontiers  require  i^>ecial  atteation;  tbe 
Sastern  or  Atlantic  frontier;  the  Northera,  or 
the  Caaadiaa  frontier ;  and  the  Southern,  or  the 
frontier  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  the  West 
and  Northwest  we  are  secure,  except  against  In- 
dian hostilities;  and  the  only  military  prepara- 
tions required  in  that  quarter,  are  suen  as  are 
accessary  to  kc«p  the  Indian  tribes  i»  awe,  and 
to  protect  the  frontier  from  their  ravages.  All 
}f  our  great  military  efibcts,  growiag  oat  of  a 
rar  wiu  an  Europeai^  Power,  must,  for  the 
)rcseot,  be  diarected  towaids  onr  Eastern,  Norlb- 
irn,  or  SooLhera  frontien;  and  the  roads  and 
:anals  whicla  will  enable  the  Ooverameat  to 
;oocentrate  i  ta  means  for  defence,  promptly  and 
sbeaplr,  on  the  Yulaerable  points  of  either  of 
those  frontiers,  are  tbose  which  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  require  the  i|id  of  Qoverament.  I 
propose  to  consider  each  of  those  frontiers  sep- 
irately,  bf ginning  with  the  AtAantio,  whieb,  m 
tnany  respects,  is  the  weakest  aad  most  exposed. 

From  the  mouth  of  St.  Croix  to  that  of  St. 
Marys,  the  two  extremes  of  this  frontier,  is  a  dis- 
tance, along  the  line  of  the  coast  and  priaeipal 
bay«,  without  following  their  ainoositiea,  of  about 
two  ihouaaud  oae  hundred  miles.  On  this  line, 
including  its  navigabie  rivers  and  hays,  are  situ- 
ited  our  most  populous  cities,  the  great  depots 
of  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  the  country. 
That  portion  of  it  which  extends  to  the  south  of 
the  Cnesapeake  has,  with  the  exceptions  of  the 
iities  and  their  immediate  neighborhood,  a  sparse 
lopulation,  with  a  low  marshy  country,  extend- 
ng  back  from  100  to  150  miles.  To  the  north  of 
he  Chesapeake,  inclusive,  it  affords,  every  where, 
teep  and  bold  navigable  bays  and  rivers,  which 
eadily  admit  vessels  of  aay  sixe.  Against  a  liae 
10  long,  80  weak,  so  exposed,  and  presenting  such 
itrong  motives  for  depredations,  hostilities  the 
most  harassing  and  exhausting  may  be  carried 
an  by  a  naval  rower ;  and,  ahonld  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country  ever  be  attempted,  it  is  prob- 
ible  that  against  this  frontier,  facing  Europe,  the 
seat  of  ihe  great  Powers  of  the  world,  the  prin* 
eipal  efforts  would  be  turned.  Thus  oiream- 
itancedy  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Oovevament  to 
render  it  as  secure  as  possible.  For  much  of  this 
security  we  ought  to  look  to  a  navy,  and  a  judi- 
eioos  and  strong  system  of  fortifications ;  but 
not  to  the  neglect  of  such  roads  and  caaals  as 
will  enable  the  Govetnmeat   to   conoeattate, 


promptly  9md  cheaply,  at  any  point  which  nuiy 
be  menaced,  the  necessary  force  and  means  for 
defence. 

To  resist  ordinary  hostilities,  having  for  their 
object  the  destruction  of  our  towns  and  the  ex* 
haustion  of  our  means,  the  force  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  the  country  lying  between  the  coasts 
and  the  sources  of  the  prineipal  rivers  whiek 
discharge  through  it  into  the  ocean ;  but,  to  re- 
sist greater  efforts,  aiming  at  conquest,  should  it 
ever  be  attempted,  the  force  and  resources  of  the 
whole  community  must  be  brought  into  resist- 
ance. To  concentrate,  then,  a  soiBcient  force^ 
on  any  point  of  this  frontier  which  may  be  in* 
vaded,  troops  must  be  marched,  and  munitions 
of  war  transported,  either  along  the  line  of  the 
coast,  or  from  the  interior  of  the  Atlantic  States 
to  the  coast,  or,  should  the  invading  foree  be  of 
such  magnitude  as  to  require  it,  from  the  West- 
ern States ;  aad  the  roads  and  canals  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  this  frontier  are  those  which 
will  render  these  operations  prompt,  certain,  and 
economical. 

From  the  coast  to  the  Alleghany  moontainsaad 
the  high  land  separating  the  streams  which  enter 
into  the  8l  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  Atlantic, 
in  which  the  principal  Atlantic  rivers  take  their 
rise,  the  distance  may  be  averaged  at  about  360 
miles ;  and  the  whole  extent,  from  the  St.  Marvs 
to  the  St.  Croix,  is  intersected,  at  short  intervals, 
by  large  navigable  rivers  and  the  principal  roads 
of  this  portion  of  our  country,  through  which 
its  great  commercial  operations  are  carried  oa. 
These,  aided  by  the  steamboats,  now  iatrodnced 
on  almost  ail  of  our  great  rivers,  present  great 
facilities  to  collect  the  militia  from  the  interior, 
and  to  transport  the  necessary  supplies  and  mn- 
nitions of  war. 

Much  undoubtedly  remains  to  be  done  to  per- 
fect the  roads  and  improve  the  navigatioa  of  the 
rivers;  but  this,  for  the  most  part,  may  be  safely 
left  to  the  States  and  the  commercial  cities  par* 
ticuUrly  interested,  as  the  appropriate  objects  uf 
their  care  and  exertions.  The  auention  of  both 
have  recently  been  much  turned  towards  these 
objects,  and  a  few  years  will  probably  add  much 
to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  coast 
and  the  iiuerior  of  the  Atlantic  States.  Very 
different  is  the  case  with  the  great  and  important 
line  of  (communication,  extending  along  the  coast, 
through  the  Atlantic  States.  No  object  of  the 
kind  18  more  important ;  and  there  is  none  to 
which  State  or  individual  capacity  is  more  inadr 
equate.  It  most  be  perfected  by  the  Qeneral 
Government,  or  not  perfected  at  all,jat  least  for 
many  years.  No  one  or  two  States  have  a  sof* 
fieient  interest.  It  is  immediately  beneicial  to 
more  than  half  of  the  States  of  the  Uaion,  and, 
without  the  aid  of  the  Qeneral  Government, 
would  require  their  co*operation.  It  is,  at  all 
times,  a  most  important  object  to  the  nation ;  and, 
in  a  war  with  a  naval  Power,  is  almost  indispen- 
aable  to  our  military,  commercial,  and  financial 
operatioBs.  It  naay,  in  a  aingle  view,  be  consid- 
ered the  grtet  artery  of  the  country ;  and,  when 
the  coasiiog  trade  is  suspeaded  by  war,  the  vast 
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intercourse  betweeD  tbe  North  ami  South,  wbiefa 
annually  requires  &ie  hundred  thousand  ions  of 
shipping,  and  which  is  necessary  to  the  commerce, 
the  cigriculture,  and  manufactures  of  more  than 
half  of  the  Union,  seeks  this  channel  of  commun- 
ication. If  it  were  thoroughly  opened  by  land 
and.  water;  if  Louisiana  were  connected,  by  a 
durable  and  well  finished  road,  with  Maine ;  and 
Boston  with  Savannah,  by  a  well  established  line 
of  inland  navigation,  for  which  so  many  facilities 
are  presented,  more  than  half  of  the  pressure  of 
war  would  be  removed.  A  country  so  vast  in 
its  means,  and  abounding,  in  its  various  latitudes, 
with  almost  all  tbe  products  of  the  globe^  is  a 
world  of  itself;  and,  wiih  that  facility  of  inter- 
course, to  perfect  which,  the  disposable  means  of 
the  country  is  adequate,  would  flourish  and  pros- 
per under  the  pressure  of  a  war  with  any  Power. 
j3otj  dropping  this  more  elevated  view,  and  con- 
sidering the  subject  only  as  it  regards  ^  military 
operations  in  time  of  war,  and  the  transportation 
of  tbe  munitions  of  war,"  what  could  contribute 
so  much  as  this  communication  to  the  effectual 
and  cheap  defence  of  our  Atlantic  frontier? 
Take  the  line  of  inland  navigation  along  the 
coast,  the  whole  of  which,  it  \%  estimated,  could 
be  completed,  for  sea  vessels;  by  digging  one 
hundred  miles,  and  at  the  expense  of  $3,000,000. 
the  advantage  which  an  enemy  with  a  naval 
force  now  has,  by  raf  idly  moving  along  the  coast, 
and  harassing  and  exhausting  the  country,  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  him.  In  fact,  the 
capacity  for  rapid  and  prompt  movements  and 
concentration,  would  be,  to  the  full,  as  much  in 
our  power.  We  would  have,  in  most  of  the 
points  of  attack,  a  shorter  line  to  move  over,  in 
order  to  concentrate  our  means;  and,  aided  by 
steamboats,  would  have  the  capacity  to  pass  it  in 
a  shorter  time,  and  with  greater  certainty^  than 
what  an  enemy,  even  with  a  naval  superiority, 
would  have,  to  attack  us.  Suppose  the  fleet  of 
such  an  enemy  should  appear  off"  the  Capes  of 
Delaware ;  before  it  could  possibly  approach  and 
attack  Philadelphia,  information,  by  telegraphic 
communication,  might  be  given  to  mltimore  and 
New  Tork,  and  the  forces  stationed  there  thrown 
10  for  its  relief.  The  same  might  take  place  if 
Baltimore  or  New  Tork  should  be  invaded ;  and, 
should  an  attack  be  made  on  any  of  our  cities, 
the  militia  and  regular  forces,  at  a  great  distance 
along  the  coast,  could,  in  a  short  time,  be  thrown 
in  for  its  relief.  By  this  speedjr  communication, 
the  regular  forces,  with  the  militia  of  the  cities 
and  their  neighborhood,  would  be  sufficient  to 
repel  ordinary  invasions,  and  would  either  pre- 
vent, or  greatly  diminish,  the  harassing  calls 
upon  the  militia  of  the  ioterior.  If  to  these  con- 
siderations we  add  the  character  of  the  southern 
position  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  so  fatal  to  those 
whose  constitutions  are  not  inured  to  it,  tbe  value 
of  this  system  of  defence,  by  the  regular  troops 
and  the  militia  accustomed  to  the  climate,  will 
be  greatly  enhanced.  Should  this  line  of  inland 
navigation  be  constructed,  to  enjoy  its  benefits 
fully,  it  will  be  necessary  to  cover  it  against  the 
naval  operations  of  an  enemy.    It  is  thought  that 


this  may  be  easily  effected,  to  tbe  sontkoftle 
Chesapeake  by  land  and  steam  batlerki  Tkit 
bay  is  itself  one  of  the  most  importiDt  liAiio 
this  line  of  communication ;  and  its  toe 
against  a  naval  force  ought,  if  praetictlile,t9b 
rendered  complete.  It  was  carefollj  sorrefei 
the  last  Summer,  by  skilful  officers,  for  tbbpe- 
pose  in  part,  and  it  is  expected  that  thernpen 
will  throw  much  light  upon  this  important m 
lect.  Long  Island  Sound,  another  part  of  tk 
line  which  is  exposed,  can  be  fallf  dcfeiMij 
a  naval  force  only. 

It  remains,  in  relation  to  the  deHnteeft&e 
Atlantic  frontier,  to  consider  the  means cfeco- 
mnnication  between  it  and  the  Westen  Sttie, 
which  require  the  aid  of  the  QoverameBi  Mat 
of  the  observations  made  relative  totheiiciasl 
strength  and  capacity  of  the  coantrf  to  beu  t; 
under  the  pressure  of  war,  from  tbe  cotstiic 
communication,  are  applicable  inthigUffnt 
at  present,  and  are  daily  becoming  more  %  n 
those  with  the  Western  Sutes;  tod  i^i 
war  for  conquest  ever  be  waged  t^$(ih>' 
event  not  probable,  but  not  to  be  laid  eotoflrofi 
of  view,  the  roads  and  canals  necessarruftia' 
plete  the  communication  with  thit  portietaf 
our  country  would  be  of  the  utmost  impawt* 

The  interest  of  commerce,  and  tbesfin^Q^ 
rivalry  between  the  great  Atlantic  d(i0,i^^ 
much  to  perfect  the  means  of  intercoufsevitkt^ 
West.  The  most  important  lines  of  eonaos' 
cation  appear  to  be  from  Albany  to  tbe  Uto: 
from  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washiipi  w 
Richmond,  to  the  Ohio  river;  aodfronChir^ 
ton  and  Augusta,  to  the  Tennessee;  ill  of H*^ 
are  now  commanding  the  attention,  in  tf^ 
or  less  degree,  of  the  sections  of  theeomtryn' 
mediately  interested.  But  in  soeh  grei^*^' 
takings,  so  interesting  in  every  poiD(y^/|| 
the  whole  Union,  and  which  may  aldainf  be- 
come necessary  to  its  defence,  the  ttfSK^^^^ 
not  to  fall  wholly  on  the  portions  of  ibten^^ 
more  immediately  interested.  AstbeGonn- 
ment  has  a  deep  stake  in  them,BDdastiKS!s»& 
of  defence  will  not  be  perfect  witlioottbeircofr 
pletion,  it  ought  at  least  to  besriprpportiosL 
share  of  the  expense  of  their  coBstraciioo- 

I  proceed  next  to  consider  the  roads  m  9^ 
connected  with  the  defence  of  our  Nortbenlrfl- 
tier.  That  portion  of  it  which  extends  to  w 
east  of  Lake  Champlain  has  not  heretofore^ 
the  scene  of  extensive  military  operttioos;  t»^ 
am  not  sufileiently  acquainted  witb  tbe  o<"^ 
of  the  country,  to  venture  an  opiotos  f^ 
we  may  hereafter  be  called  on  Xo  oatke^ ' 
able  military  efforts  in  that  quarter,  n'^' ' 
then,  designating  any  military  itnpi'^^f  L. 
connected  with  this  portion  of  oorNoitberiir, 
tier,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety,  sboud  t^ 
gress  approve  of  the  plan  foramilin^f^ 
of  the  country  to  be  hereafter  ^y^^^Vtt 
a  survey  of  it  the  duty  of  the  eDginefW  *w»J 
be  designated  for  that  purpose.  .  i:.. 

For  the  defence  of  the  other  pirt  of  o>«j|^ 
of  frontier,  the  most  important  objects  *^'gj 
or  water  eommuafientloa  between  hxW 
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ike  G«orge,tnd  LakeOntario^^Bd  between  Pitte* 
irg  and  Cake  Erie.  The  two  former  hare  been 
•mmenced  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  will, 
ben  eoBipleted,  connected  with  the  great  inlaod 
ivigfttioa  along  the  coast,  enable  the  Qovern- 
ent,  at  a  moderate  expeosej  and  in  a  short  time, 

transport  monitions  of  war,  and  to  concentrate 
i  troops  from  any  portion  of  the  Atlantic  States^ 
esh  and  anezhaasted  br  ihe  fatigoe  of  marching 
1  the  inland  frontier  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
he  road  commenced,  by  order  of  the  Ezecotive, 
om  PJattsburg  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  is  essentially 
in  nee  ted  with  military  operations  on  this  por- 
>n  o£  the  Northern  frontier.  A  water  common* 
ation  from  Pittsborg  to  Lake  Erie,  would  greatly 
crease  our  power  on  the  upper  Lakes.  The 
lleghany  river,  by  its  main  branch,  is  said  to  be 
lyiffable  within  seren  miles  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
r  French  creek,  within  sixteen  miles.  Pitts- 
irg  is  the  great  military  depot  of  the  country 

the  west  of  the  Alleghany,  and,  if  it  were  coo- 
;cted  by  a  canal  with  Lake  Erie,  would  furnish 
ilitary  supplies  with  facility  to  the  upper  lakes, 
\  well  as  to  the  country  watered  by  the  Missis- 
ppi.  If  to  these  communications  we  add  a  road 
om  Detroit  to  Ohio,  which  has  already  been 
>mmenced,  and  a  canal  from  the  Illinois  river 
^  Lake  Michigan,  which  the  growing  popula- 
on  of  the  State  of  Illinois  renders  very  import* 
at,  all  the  facilities  which  would  be  essential  *'  to 
&rry  on  military  operations  in  the  time  of  war, 
ad  the  transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war" 
>T  the  defence  of  the  western  portion  of  our 
orthern  frontier,  would  be  afforded. 

It  only  remains  to  consider  the  system  of  roads 
id  canals  connected  with  the  defence  of  our 
•outbern  frontier,  or  that  on  the  Qui f  of  Mex- 
!o.  For  the  defence  of  this  portion  of  our  coun- 
■y,  though  atpresent  weak  of  itself,  nature  has 
one  much.  The  bay  of  Mobile,  and  the  entrance 
ito  Ihe  Mississippi  through  all  of  its  channels, 
re  highly  capable  of  delence.  A  military  sur* 
ey  has  been  made,  and  the  necessary  fortifica- 
ions  have  been  commenced,  and  will  be  in  a  few 
ears  completed.  But  the  real  strength  of  this 
rontier  is  the  Mississippi,  which  is  no  less  the 
ause  of  its  security  than  that  of  its  commerce 
nd  wealth.  Its  rapid  stream,  aided  by  the  force 
if  steam,  can,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  concenirat^ 
It  once  an  irresistible  force.  Made  strong  by 
his  noble  river,  little  remains  to  be  done  by  roads 
ind  canals,  for  the  defence  of  our  Southern  fron* 
ier.  The  continuation  of  the  road  along  Ihe 
Atlantic  coast,  from  Milledgevilie  to  New  Or- 
cans,  and  the  completion  of  the  road  which  has 
ilready  been  commenced  from  Tennessee  river 
[0  the  same  place,  with  the  inland  navigation 
through  the  canal  of  Carondelet,  Lake  Pontchar- 
Irain,  and  the  islands  alon|^  the  coast  of  Mobile, 
covered  against  the  operations  of  a  naval  force, 
every  faeility  requires  for  the  transportation  of 
munitions  of  war,  and  movement  and  conoentra* 
lion  of  troops,  to  protect  this. distant  and  importr 
ant  frontier,  would  be  afforded. 

Sucn  are  the  roads  and  canals  which  military 
operations  in  time  of  war,  the  transportation  of 


the  munitions  of  war,  and  the  more  complete  de* 
fence  of  the  United  States,  require. 

Many  of  (he  roads  and  canals  which  have  been 
suggested,  are  no  doubt  of  the  first  importance  to 
the  commerce,  the  manufactures,  the  agriculture, 
and  political  prosperity  of  the  country;  but  are 
not.  for  that  reason,  less  useful  or  necessary  fbr 
military  purposes.  It  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  great 
advantages  of  our  country,  enjoying  so  many 
others,  that,  whether  we  re^rd  its  internal  im- 
provements in  relation  to  military,  civil,  or  polit- 
ical purposes,  very  nearly  the  same  system,  in  all 
its  parts,  is  required.  The  road  or  eanal  can 
scarcely  be  designated,  which  is  higblv  useful  for 
military  operations,  which  is  not  eqoally  required 
for  the  industry  or  political  prosperity  of  the 
commonity.  If  those  roads  or  canals  had  been 
pointed  out.  which  are  necessary  for  military 
purposes  only,  the  list  would  have  been  small  in- 
deed. I  have,  therefore,  presented  all,  without 
regarding  the  fact  that  they  might  be  employed 
for  other  uses,  which,  in  the  event  of  war,  would 
be  necessary  to  give  economy,  certainly,  and  sue* 
cess  to  our  miliiary  operations;  and  which,  if 
they  had  been  completed  before  the  late  war, 
would,  by  their  saving  in  that  single  contest,  in 
men,  money,  and  reputation,  have  more  than  in- 
demnified the  country  for  the  expense  of  their  con- 
struction. I  have  not  prepared  an  estimate  of 
expenses,  nor  pointed  out  the  particular  routes  for 
the  roads  or  canals  recommended,  as  I  conceive 
that  this  can  be  ascertained  with  satisfaction  only 
by  able  and  skilful  engineers,  after  a  carefhl  sur- 
vey and  examination. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest,  as  the 
basis  of  the  system,  and  the  first  measure  in  the 
"  plan  for  the  application  of  such  means  as  are 
in  the  power  of  Congress,"  that  Congress  should 
direct  such  a  survey  and  estimate  to  be  made^ 
and  the  result  to  be  laid  before  them  as  soon  as 
practicable.  The  expense  would  be  inconsider- 
able ;  for,  as  .the  army  can  furnish  able  militarjr 
and  topographical  engineers,  it  would  be  princi- 
pallv  confined  to  the  employment  of  one  or  more 
skilnil  civil  engineers,  to  be  associated  with  them. 
By  their  combined  skill,  an  efficient  system  of 
military  roads  and  canals  would  be  presented  in 
detail,  accompanied  with  such  estimates  of  ex- 
penses as  may  be  relied  on.  Thus  full  and  satls^ 
factory  information  would  be  had;  and  though 
some  time  mi^ht  be  lost  in  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  it  would  be  more  than  compensated 
by  its  assured  efficiency  when  completed. 

For  the  construction  of  the  reads  and  canals, 
which  Congress  may  choose  to  direct,  the  army, 
to  a  certain  extent,  may  be  brought  in  aid  ef  the 
moneyed  resources  of  the  country.  The  propriety 
of  employing  the  army  on  works  of  public  utility 
cannot  be  doubted.  Labor  adds  to  its  usefulness 
and  health.  A  mere  garrison  life  is  eqoally  hos- 
tile to  its  vigor  and  diaeiplioe.  Both  officers  and 
men  become  the  subjects  of  its  deleterious  efiiects. 
But  when  the  vast  extent  of  our  country  is  com- 
pared with  the  extent  of  our  military  establish- 
ments, and  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity 
of  employing  the  soldiers  on  fortificationsy  ba^ 
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raeks,  fend  roadii  coBBceted  with  remote  frontier 
posts,  we  ooght  aot  to  ht  stngunie  in  the  expec- 
tation of  aid  to  be  dertred  from  the  army  in  the 
eoBstrnction  of  permanent  miiitar]r  roads  and 
canals,  at  a  distance  from  the  fit)ntiera.  When 
onr  military  posts  come  to  be  extended  np  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri,  as  far  as  is  eoatem- 
piated,  the  military  frontier  of  the  United  States, 
Bot  iaclttding  sinnosities,  and  the  coasts  of  nari* 
gable  bays  and  lakes  opening  into  onr  eonntry, 
as  was  stated  in  a  former  report,  will  present  a 
line  of  mere  than  nine  thoosaaa  miles,  and,  ia- 
dndag  them,  of  mom  than  eieven  thousand. 
Thinly  scattered  alons  so  extensive  a  ik-oatler,  it 
will  be  impos^ble,  I  fear,  without  having  some 
points  exposed,  to  collect  any  considerable  bodies 
m  the  interior  of  the  eonntry,  to  constrnct  roads 
and  canals. 

As  connected  with  this  subject,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  the  propriety  of  making  an  adequate 
provision  for  the  soldiers,  while  regularly  and 
OontinuaHy  employed  in  constructing  works  of 
public  utility.  The  present  allowance  is  fifteen 
oents  a  day^  which  is  considered  saflScient  in  oc- 
casional fatigue  duty,  such  as  is  now  done  at  most 
of  the  posts;  but  if  systematic  employ,  on  per- 
manent  works,  shoo  Id  be  nuide  the  regular  duty 
of  the  soldiers  who  can  be  spared  for  that  purpose, 
a  compensation,  taking  into  the  estimate  the  obli- 
gation of  the  (Soireroment  to  provide  medical 
attendance  and  pensions  to  the  deceased  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,  not  much  short  of  the  wages  of 
daily  labor  ou^ht  to  be  granted  to  them.  With- 
out such  provision,  which  is  dictated  by  justice, 
an  increase  of  desertion  and  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing recruiu  ought  to  be  expected.  Among  the 
leiuling  inducements  to  enlist  is  the  exemption 
from  labor;  and,  if  the  life  of  a  soldier  should  be 
equally  subject  to  it  as  that  of  other  citizens  in 
the  same  grade,  he  will  prefer,  if  the  waf  es  are 
much  inferior,  to  labor  for  himself  to  laborug  for 
the  public.  The  pay  of  a  soldier  is  sixty  doTlan 
per  annum ;  and  if  he  were  allowed,  wiien  em* 
ployed  permanently  on  fatigue,  twenty^five  cents 
a  day,  and  suppose  him  to  be  employed  two  hun- 
dred days  in  the  year,  his  compensation,  includia|; 
his  pay,  would  bie  $110  per  aonuBi-*-a  sum,  it  is 
thougnt,  considerably  short  of  the  average  wages 
of  labor.  If  this  sum  should  be  allowed,  the 
greater  portion  of  it  ought  to  be  paid  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  enlistment.  If  fifteen  cents 
a  dav  were  so  reserved,  and  the  soldier  should  be 
employed  one  thousand  days  in  the  five  years  for 
which  he  is  enlisted,  it  would  constitute  a  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  firty  dollars,  to  be  paid  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  which  ought,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  bounty  land,  be  maae  to  depend 
on  an  honorable  discharge.  This  would  furnish 
an  important  hold  on  the  fidelity  of  the  soldier, 
and  would  be  a  powerful  check  to  the  great  aau 
growin^f  crime  of  desertion.  An  honorable  dis- 
charge IS  now  irorth  but  little  to  Che  soldier,  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  desertions  are  more  fre- 
quent with  those  enlisted  since  the  war,  than  those 
who  were  then  enlisted,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
bounty  in  land  on  their  honorable  discharge.  The 
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first  favorable  opportunity  for  dcsotios. 

Should  Congress  think  proper  to  conaaet 
system  of  roads  and  canals  for  the  ^mr  €«• 
pUte  defence  of  the  United  States,"  tkediik» 
ment  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  tke  pvpoi 
might  be  made  by  the  Departmsatef  Wtr.  n^ 
direction  of  the  Preaideat.  Wheit  toedrpon 
companicsare  already  formed,  or  the  mdoroa 
commencad  under  the  soperiaiendeaee  of  i  Sim 
it  perhaps  would  he  advisable  to  direec  inkri^ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Uaitad  Siiift « sak 
terms  and  conditions  as  might  be  thmiskpfff. 
In  other  cases,  and  where  the  anaf  ca»:b( 
made  to  eMcute  it,  the  work  ought  toiett^ 
contract,' under  the  auperintendeace  u^sfs- 
tion  of  oificers  of  the  engineer  cor]M,  to  beditiit^ 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  thus  the  Gorrraacii  vd 
be  able,  it  is  thought,  to  ooostrnet  apoBtrwii 
least  as  favomble  as  corporate  eompuia  7u 
system  of  constructing  ail  public  aorkim 
admit  of  it,  by  contmct,  would  be  suesdei  titb 
important  advantages,  li  has  rsecadf  ixni^ 
ed  in  the  construction  of  fortifieaiiois.n(i »  > 
expected  will  be  attended  with  beoe&alrMrfik 
The  principal  works  at  Mobile  sad  NevOwn 
have  been  eoatractcd  for  on  terms  cMsilef^f 
under  the  estimaieB  of  the  cngiafcn.  Sooi 
system,  extended  to  military  roads  asd  tm 
combined  with  a  careful  inspectioa  u«^ 
tendence  by  skitfal  engineers,  will  am  « 
Oovemment  to  complete  them  with  «si«ri 
durability,  and  despatch.  . . 

In  the  view  which  has  been  tska  I  «^ 
thought  it  improper,  under  the  resolotiM «(» 
House,  to  discuse  the  CoBstitotioasl^aatt*-^ 
how  far  the  system  of  internal  i^fj^^ 
which  has  been  presented  may  be  etf" '■^ 
efiect  on  the  principle  of  our  Qoveni**J  "J 
therefore,  the  whole  of  the  argnnieBB»»»  •" 
used,  and  the  measures  proposed,  tto^R^ 
sidered  as  depending  on  tk^dwwmni^^^ 

non*  Wiiiffl' 

The  only  military  roads  which  in w^T, 

menoed  are  from  Plattsburg  to  8iekctt^,^<^ 
through  the  Chateaugay  couatry;  ffom  t»"^ 
era  boundary  of  the  State  of  TeBBenee,sNc^ 
ing  the  Tennessee  river  near  the  Mwciej»» 
to  Madisonville,  Louisiana;  ^f^^^.^^L 
Fort  Meigs,  at  the  foot  of  the  l^i^P^^^^^r^ 
of  the  Liles.  Docnments  marked  ^^^^ 
the  progress  which  have  heea  made,  ^^z^ 
have  been  commenced,  and  ^^^*^.f°^^ 
by  the  labor  of  the  soldiers,  who,  while  %,|^ 
so  employed,  receive  fifteen  cents  p0^r  ^^^ 
an  extra  allowance  of  a  p^^^^^L^ 
labor  of  the  troops  is  the  onlv  aesfls  fij*^ 
reach  of  the  Department  of  ^^f'^j^^ 
roida ;  and,  as  the  troops  are  so  ^^r^^^ 
when  they  are  not  engi^ed  in  *^^^^iii 
is  impossible  to  stnte,  with  aceoitef j  *^ 
itMds  will  he  completed.    ^  ^  qjj00' 

Hon.  HniiRT  Clat, 
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HillDanABtCBB,  BROWNSylLLE, 

Deeetnber  6, 1818. 
Ur :  Tour  leitet,  oorel-iog  ft  eopf  of  one  of  the 
h  of  Angtiat,  calling  for  •  report  of  the  labor 
formed  on  the  road  leading  from  SackettS 
rbor,  through  the  Cbateaugay  country,  is  be- 
i  me. 

(fy  letter  of  the  29th  of  November  will  inform 
1  what  hits  been  done,  but  I  fear  will  not  ex- 
it the  progress  of  this  work  to  the  extent  you 
e  expected.  It  may,  therefore,  be  proper  to 
e,  ia  this  place,  that  when  the  President,  in 
Autumn  of  1817,  directed  the  road  in  ques- 
1  to  be  opened  ana  improved,  I  did  not  under* 
id  that  the  second  regiment  were  to  be  or- 
ed  from  the  duty  they  were  then  upon.  This 
(ment,  at  the  time  referred  to,  were  employed, 
losing  with  pickets  the  public  ground  at 
:kett'8  Harbor,  and  that  duty  occupied  them 

remainder  of  the  season.  Expecting  the 
>ps  at  the  tiatrbor  would  have  been  employed 
completing  the  barracks  at  that  place  this 
r,  they  were  not  pot  Upon  the  road,  but  allowed 
>e  engaged  In  improving  the  public  grounds 
gardens ;  and,  as  these  grounds  were  new,  it 
uired  much  labor  to  put  them  in  good  coo- 
on. 

Dhese  causes,  and  the  reasons  assigned  la  my 
ers  from  this  place  and  Piattsburg,  produced 

delay  that  has  occurred  in  puttms  Colonel 
idy's  command  upon  the  road,  and,  if  yoor 
er  of  the  11th  of  Aujg;ust  had  not  been  receired 
m  my  return  to  this  place,  I  fear  that  this 
rk  would  not  yet  have  commenced, 
pray  you  to  believe,  that  I  regret  the  delay, 

I  I  beg  you  to  see  good  cause  for  it  in  the 
sons  I  have  endeavol'ed  to  assign. 

t  is  due  to  the  command  of  Colonel  Brady  and 
tonel  Atkinson  to  say,  that  they  have  dis- 
'ered  not  only  a  becoming  cheerfoltiess  In 
lying  the  orders  received  for  perfecting  the 
ittsburg  and  Backett's  Harbor  road,  but  much 
\  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and,  if  these 
iments  are  continued  upon  this  important 
rk  the  next  season,  more  than  double  the 
gth  of  way  ivill  be  completed,  that  has  been 
(sed  the  last  and  the  present  year. 
iVith  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  6oc,, 

JAC.  BROWN. 

Son.  J.  C.  Calboun, 

Secreiary  of  War, 

B. 

HjBADa'Rd,  DIVIBION  OF  tBB  SOtTB, 

Adjutant  General's  Opfice, 
NashtilU,  Sept.  19, 1818. 

3iB :  On  the  eve  of  setting  out  for  the  Chick- 
iw  Territory,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  you 

II  no  reporu  have  been  received  as  yet.  of  a 
rttcular  character,  in  relation  to  the  military 
id  now  opening  from  Columbia,  Tennessee,  to 
idisonville ;  but  I  am  enabled  to  inform  you,  i 
ioially,  that  fifty  miles  have  been  completed  by  J 


the  troops  on  Hm  hmet  parr  df  tke  road,  making 
many  causeways  and  bridges  of  the  most  durable 
materials:  and  the  detachment  en  this  end  hare 
progressed  abott)  forty  miles  south  of  the  Ten- 
nessee riv«t,  making  ta  like  aia*ner  many  bridges 
and  caiusewiyt. 

It  is  considered  that  the  moat  laboriots  part  of 
the  road  hat  been  compleied;  and,  from  every 
information,  it  tras  beea  dene  in  the  best  maaner. 
An  iaereaae  of  men  has  been  recently  afforded 
10  the  detaehmeat  south  of  Tennessee  river, 
which  enablea  it  to  progress  with  maeh  greater 
facility. 

Should  I  receive  minute  reperis  shortly,  I  ahalt 
communicate  their  contents  without  delay. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc., 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

AdfuiatU  GeneroL 

Hon.  J.  C.  CALBonif, 

Seentary  tf  War. 

C. 

HlAMIUABTBBa,  DbTBOIT, 

Nbifember  2, 1810. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  heaor  to  report  that  the  miti'- 
tary  way,  directed  to  be  opened  from  this  place 
to  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami,  has  progressed  as  fhr 
as  the  Right  Mile  Creek,  that  is,  within  dght 
miles  of  the  Rapids,  makinjg;  in  all  a  distance  of 
seventy  miles.  The  road  is  truly  a  magnffleeat 
one,  being  eighty  feet  wide,  cleared  of  all  the 
logs  and  underbusb,  every  low  place  eautewayed, 
aiid  all  the  creeks  and  rivers  reqviring  it  brraged 
in  a  sabetantfal  manner.  The  number  of  cause- 
ways exceeds  sixty^nd  the  bridges  are  of  con- 
siderable length.  The  one  on  which  the  troops 
are  now  employed  is  four  hundred  and  flAy  feet 
ia  length,  constructed  of  strong  oak  framed  work. 
It  was  found  impossible  to  complete  the  road  to 
the  Rapids  this  season,  on  account  of  the  time 
and  labor  requh'ed  in  throwing  bridges  over  the 
lai|rer  streams :  it  was  also  deemed  more  essential 
to  complete  the  bridges,  than  cut  the  road  this 
season  to  the  Rapids,  as  the  road  woald  be  use- 
less without  the  means  of  crossing  the  large 
streams. 

The  officers  and  soldfievs  who  have  been  em- 
ploved  in  this  serviee  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
xeal  and  perseverance  they  have  displayed  on  this 
oecasion.  The  #ork  they  have  performed  has 
prored  highly  beneficial,  both  to  the  people  of 
the  country  and  of  the  Gk>Ternmeat.  Besides 
ffteatfy  addiikg  to  the  defence  and  strength  of  this 
frontier,  the  road  has  been  the  means  e7derelo|)- 
ing  the  richness  of  the  public  lands  in  this  Terri<- 
toiy,  and  greatly  augmenting  their  vala& 

As  soon  as  Major  Anderson,  topographical  en- 
gineer, can  complete  the  survey  of  the  road,  a 
more  minute  and  particular  descrlptioa  of  the 
work  will  be  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBX.  MACOMB. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calbouh, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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INDIAN  TRADE. 

Report  from  the  War  Deparlment. 

Dbpastmint  oV  War, 

December  5, 1818. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  the 
House  of  RepreseotatiTes,  of  the  4th  of  April^ 
1818,  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  prepare 
and  report,  at  their  next  session,  ''a  sjratem  pro- 
viding for  the  abolition  of  the  existing  Indian 
trade  estahlisbments  of  the  United  States,  and 

groviding  for  the  opening  of  the  trade  with  the 
iidians  to  indiridaals,  under  suitable  regula- 
tions," I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report: 

The  nations  of  Indians  who  inhabit  this  por- 
tion of  our  continent  were,  on  its  first  discovery, 
in  a  state  of  the  most  perfect  commercial  inde- 
pendence. Their  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts 
was,  indeed,  very  limited  \  but  it  was  commen- 
surate with  their  wants  and  desires.  With  their 
rude  implements  of  husbandry,  their  hook,  and 
bow,  in  the  construction  of  which  they  were  well 
instructed,  they  drew  a  scanty,  but  for  them  a 
sufficient  supply  from  the  aotl,  the  water,  and  the 
forest.  A  great  change  has  since  taken  place, 
such  as  appears  to  be  inevitable,'by  a  fixea  law 
of  nature,  m  the  intercourse  between  a  civilized 
and  savage  people.  Helplessness  has  succeeded 
independence.  While  their  wants  have  been 
greatly  multiplied  and  enlarged,  hj  their  inter- 
course with  their  more  civilized  neighbors,  their 
knowledge  even  of  their  former  rude  arts  has 
been  lost,  without  acquiring  those  which  are  ne- 
cessary in  their  new  condition.  The  manufac- 
ture of  the  axe  and  the  hoe,  by  which  they  now 
clear  and  cultivate  the  soil,  and  the  gun  and  am- 
munition, by  which  they  take  their  game,  are  far 
above  their  skills  and  with  the  exhaustion  of  the 
present  stock,  without  a  new  supply,  they  would 
be  reduced  to  extreme  want.  On  traoe,  then, 
with  those  from  whom  they  can  draw  these  and 
other  supplies,  they  are  wholly  dependent.  We 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  witii  those  with- 
in our  limits;  and  cut  o%  as  the  southern  tribes 
are,  by  our  acquisition  in  the  late  war.  from  in- 
tercourse with  foreigners  on  the  side  or  the  Qulf 
of  Mexico^  we  have  the  means,  by  a  proper  ex- 
tension of  our  posts,  on  the  Lakes,  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  Missouri,  (to  effect  which  measures  have 
already  been  taken,)  to  enforce  effectually,  with- 
out much  additional  expense,  this  important  right. 
The  period  seems,  then,  to  have  arrived,  to  give 
to  our  control  over  the  Indians,  through  an  ex- 
clusive supply  of  their  wants,  the  greatest  effi- 
ciency 3  and  to  promote  theirs  and  our  interest, 
by  a  judicious  system  of  trade,  fitirly  and  justly 
directed. 

A  similar  view  of  this  branch  of  our  trade 
seems  to  have  been  taken  at  an  early  period  by 
our  Government.  It  directed  its  attention  to  this 
interesting  and  important  subject,  as  early  as  the 
year  1775,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
Congress  to  devise  a  plan  for  carrying  on  tmde 
with  the  Indians.    Iq  che  next  year  a  very  con- 


siderable purchase  of  goods  was  directd  to  fe 
made  for  the  Indian  trade;  and  trade riilait 
except  under  license  or  bond,  was  stnci? pro- 
hibited. The  snbjeel  was  frequeatlf  icd  oa 
during  the  Confederation;  bat  do  sfsteoiisft- 
fort  was  made  to  regulate  it  till  IT^.tbii 
ordinance  was  passed,  dividing  the  lodiuik^^ 
ment  into  two  districts,  and  appoiBtiof  a  %ip 
intendent,  with  a  deputy  to-  each.  Itvu  i»j 
their  duly  to  execute  such  regaiitiou  is  Cj< 
gress  might  establish  in  relation  toInduiiifiJi| 
to  correspond  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  :bi^ 
whom  their  communications  were  directt^iol^ 
made  to  Congress ;  to  obey  the  issmni  ai 
the  War  Department;  and  to  grant  Lsas  is 
trade  with  Inaians.  This  ordinance  diiecei tlui 
no  license  should  be  granted  to  foreigiE^ud 
only  to  citizens  whose  good  moral  cbnrs 
should  be  certified  by  the  Gh>vemor  d  t  ^ 
under  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  that  bosdssiiAi 
be  given  to  conform  to  established  n^m 
Licenses  were  granted,  to  continae  io  \m  k 
one  year  only,  and  upon  the  paymeDtofEnrdci' 
lars.  To  trade  without  license  incarred  1  p^tt? 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  forfeiture  of  f)fti<. 
The  superintendents  and  their  depaiiesRRp 
hibited  from  engaging  in  trade. 

The  change  in  the  form  of  the  Gorm&r»i| 
few  years  after  the  passing  of  tbisordijkisce,ii: 
the  debility  into  which  public  aflkiis  fdi^ 
the  termination  of  the  Confederatioo,  prema 
this  judicious  system  from  being  carried  ':^ 
effect. 

Under  the  present  Constitutioo,  the  sabjee:: 
Indian  trade  attracted  the  atteation  of  Cofir» 
as  early  as  the  year  1790.  The  systeo  of  a» 
by  licenses  was  retained:  they  were  dinctedn 
be  granted  for  two  years,  by  perwos  tojt  ^^ 
pointed  by  the  President,  to  appliaa&^r^ 
character,  who  gave  bonds  to  conftffl^J^' 
tions;  and  trading  without  license  wis ">''J^r 
to  a  forfeiture  of  merchandise.  Theutwuo"^ 
no  prohibitions  to  foreigners^  aDdreqoiiesBOt^j^ 
to  be  paid  for  the  licenses.  la  tiie  ^  ^'^ 
and  1796,  acts  were  passed,  very  siffliltnn  »^^ 
provisions  to  the  one  just  recited;  iDdin^ 
year  1802.  an  act  repealing  former  ici^^  >^ 
which  still  continues  in  force,  was  pi»N-j; 
inflicts  a  fine  of  one  hundred  doUarSjaodior 
onmeot  not  exceeding  thirty  dsfs,  \nm^J 
the  forfeiture  of  goods,  for  trading  ^^^}\ 
cense;  and  directs  licenses  to  begraatedjww^ 

with  sufficient  security  to  ^^^^'"^^^Lrot 
regulations,  without  making  a  good  el»»^ 
citizenship  a  requisite. 


By  an  act  of  1816,  the  iwt  passed  osl  .^^ 
ject,  foreigners  are  prohibited  f^^^fj^x^i 
the  Indians,  except  permitted  bf  the  ^^^ 


and  under  such  regulations  as  be  ^''7  lj.^; 
lish.    Instructions  have  been  giren  «?°*^  ,Jij. 
to  prohibit  foreigners  from  P«««'"lf  "'^^,^. 
dian  country,  except  as  boatmen,  aod,«uMi  - 
tain  conditions,  as  interpreters.  .^f 

The  system  of  trade  by  P«W*^J*?\;eye8f 
proposed  to  be  abolished,  commenced  is/  K 
1796;  but  without  suptsrseding  the  origt*»"* 
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cftrryiDg  on  the  trade  by  license.  The  Prepi* 
It  'was  authorized  to  establish  trading- houses, 
I  to  appoint  an  agent  to  each  house  to  carry 

as  the  act  states,  *'  a  liberal  trade  with  the 
lians.''  The  act  appropriated  81^0^000,  as  the 
>ital  of  this  trade,  and  the  additional  sum  of 
000  annually  for  the  payment  of  agents  and 
rks  ;  and  directed  the  trade  to  be  carried  on. 
as  not  to  diminish  the  capital.  It  was  liraitea 
two  years ;  but  was,  by  a  subsequent  act,  con- 
ued  in  force  till  1806.  A  Superintendent  of 
lians  was  then  appointed,  and  the  capital  in- 
ased  to  41260,000,  and  $13,000  were  annually 
sropriated  for  the  payment  of  superintendent, 
snts,  and  clerks.  This  act  was  limited  to  three 
irs  ;  but  afterwards  continued  in  force  till  1811. 
le  capital  was  then  increased  to  three  hundred 
lusand  dollars,  with  an  annual  appropriation  of 
9,250  for  the  payment  of  superintendent,  agents, 
d  clerks.  It  was  limited  to  three  years,  but 
s  been  extended  by  subsequent  acts  to  the  first 
March  next. 

The  capital  at  present  is  distributed  among 
rht  trading-bouses,  or  factories,  established  at 
e  following  places:  Fort  Mitchell;  the  Chick* 
iw  Biufis;  Fort  Confederation,  on  the  Tom- 
l^bee  ;  Fort  Osace,  on  the  Missouri ;  Prairie  da 
lien,  on  the  Mississippi;  Sulphur  Fork,  on 
3d  river;  Green  Bay;  and  Chicago. 
Such  is  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  condi- 
m  of  our  Indian  trade.  It  was  commenced  and 
m  been  continued  from  motires  both  of  pru* 
nee  and  humanity;  and  though  it  may  not 
iTe  fully  realized  the  expectations  of  its  friend*. 

haa  no  doubt  produced  beneficial  effects.  It 
trs  bare  not  been  entirelv  prefented  by  it,  they 
obably,  without  it,  would  bafe  been  more  fre- 
lent ;  and,  if  the  Indians  hare  made  but  little 
Ivances  in  ciyilization,  they  probably  withoot 
would  hare  ihade  less.  If  greater  effects  hare 
>t  resulted,  it  it  to  be  attrtbated  not  to  a  want 
:  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  on  com* 
lercial  supplies,  but  to  defects  in  the  system  it- 
^If,  or  in  its  administration.  Scarcely  any  at- 
»mpt  has  been  made  ti41  lately  to  exclude  for* 

Siers,  and  the  granting  of  licenses  has  not  been 
ject  to  those  checks  which  are  neciessary  to 
ive  to  it  the  most  salutary  effects. 
Should  it  be  thought  uoadrisable  to  continue 
tie  present  trading  system  by  factories,  by  per* 
litting  the  act  to  expire,  by  its  limitation,  on  the 
int  of  March  next,  it  will  then  of  course  termi* 
ate.  In  winding  up  its  concerns,  two  points  are 
0  be  regarded  :  to  sustain  as  little  loss  as  possi- 
4e,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  trade  gradually,  in 
irder  that  the  capital  employed  may  be  supplied 
rom  other  sources.  To  effect  both  of  these  ob- 
ects,  I  would  suggest,  that  so  much  of  the  act  of 
L8I1  as  authorizes  the  appointment  ot  a  super* 
intendent  and  factors,  be  continued  in  force  for 
E»ne  year ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  make 
tales,  as  heretofore,  of  the  goods  and  effects  on 
band,  and  those  which  may  oe  acquired  from  the 
Indians. 

The  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade  should  also 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  exhibit  at  his  office, 


for  inspection,  an  inrentorf  of  the  stock  in  trade, 
with  the  property  attached  to  the  respective  fae* 
tories ;  and  he  should  be  directed  to  sell  the  same 
on  the  best  terms  offered,  provided  the  sales  can 
be  effected  at  cost  and  charges.  It  would  be 
proper  to  allow  considerable  credit  upon  approved 
Donds'  and  security ;  and  the  President  ought  to 
be  empowered  to  annex,  as  the  condition  of  the 
sale,  if  he  should  think  it  advisable  to  sell  the 
goods  to  the  Indians,  at  the  place  at  which  the 
factory  is  established,  a  provision  that  the  sales 
be  ^fected  within  the  period  of  one  y^ar*  The 
factory  at  Fort  Clark,  being  established  by  a 
treaty  with  the  Qreat  and  Little  Osages  in  the 
year  1808,  must  be  continued  by  the  Govern* 
ment,  or  sold  out,  subject  to  the  condition  of 
bein|^  continued  so  long  as  the  Indians  may  de- 
sire It.  '  It  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  direct 
a  hew  treaty,  rescinding,  on  suitable  compensa- 
tion, the  stipulation  referred  to. 

The  establishment  would  by  these  means  ter- 
minate gradually,  without  the  hazard  of  any 
considerable  losses. 

Te  provide  for  opening  the  trade  to  individuals, 
under  suitable  regulations,  is  a  task  of  much 
greater  difficulty.  The  vast  extent  of  the  coun* 
try  inhabited  by  the  Indians;  and  the  numbers 
and  variety  of  the  tribes,  render  it  impossible  to 
applv,  with  propriety,  anj  uniform  system  to  the 
whole.  The  various  tribes,  for  the  purpose  of 
trade,  may,  however,  be  comprehended  in  two 
dassess.  Those  in  our  immediate  neighborhood, 
surrounded  by  our  settlements  and  our  military 

Eosts,  and  who,  from  lon|^  intercourse  with  us, 
ave  become  partially  civilized ;  and  those  more 
remote,  who  still  retain  their  original  character 
and  customs.  In  the  fornier  are  comprehended 
the  four  southern  tribes,  the  Osages  and  the  small 
tribes,  immediately  west  of  the  Mississippi,  those 
within  the  limits  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and 
that  part  of  the  Michigan  Territory  east  of  Lake 
Michigan.  The  latter  comprehends  all  the  tribes 
without  those  limits.  I  propose  to  consider  the 
system  of  trade  best  calculated  for  each  division, 
beginning  with  the  former. 

AAer  giving  the  subject  that  full  consideration 
which  its  importance  merits,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1786,  with 
a  few  additions  and  modifications,  particularly 
in  the  administrative  part,  so  as  to  adjust  it  to 
our  present  form  of  Qovernmenti  are,  for  this  di» 
vision  of  our  Indian  trade,  the  best  that  can  be 
devised.  The  provisions  of  the  acts  now  in  force, 
in  relation  to  licenses,  are  not  as  well  guarded  or 
aa  efficient  as  those  of  the  ordinance  referred  to. 
The  introduction  of  the  factories  seems  to  have 
relaxed  the  aitention  of  Government  to  the  sys- 
tem of  trade  under  license.  I  would  then  pro- 
pose to  assume  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
referred  to,  as  the  basis  of  a  system  to  open  the 
trade  with  the  contiguous  tribes  of  Indians  to 
individual  enterpHse.    Instead,  however,  of  ap- 

S>inting  two  superintendents,  I  would  propose  a 
uperintendent  of  Indian  affairs  to  be  attached 
to  the  War  Department,  with  a  salary  of  93,000 
per 'annum;  the  superintendent  to  be  under  the 
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control  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  aod  to  be  charge, 
sobject  to  such  regulaiioas  as  tbe  Pr^ideat  ma? 
prescribe,  with  the  cprrespoadeoce,  super! DUnd« 
ence,  and  general  maDaffement  of  Indian  afiairs ; 
and  to  be  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  graot  licenses  to  trade  with 
tbe  Indians*  Licenses  to  be  granted  to  citizens  of 
good  moral  character,  and  to  continue  in  force  till 
revoked*  A  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dol* 
Jars,  nor  loore  than  fire  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
determined  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by 
tbe  President,  to  be  paid,  for  the  privilege  of 
using  it,  at  liie  time  of  grsntiqg  the  license,  and 
annually  during  its  f  ontinuance ;  and  bonds  with 
sufficient  security  to  be  taken,  to  canjTorvi  to  law 
and  regulations.  l<icflinfea  to  be  revoke4  by  the 
President  whenever  he  n»ay  judge  proper.  To 
trade  without  lieenaa  to  subject  to  a  fi^e  not  ex- 
ceediAg  ope  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  to  exceed  six  moatbp,  with  «  forfeiture  of  the 

foods.  I^icenaes  to  be  granted  to  trade  at  speci- 
ed  plaoes^  to  be  selected  by  the  applicants,  and 
not  to  be  changed  without  the  consent  of  the  sui- 
perimendent*  All  peddling  and  sales  of  spiritu- 
ous liquors  to  be  strictly  prohibited.  Bach  trad- 
ing-Jiouse,  or  establishment,  to  require  a  separate 
license  i  and  books  lo  be  kept  at  the  establishment, 
in  which  the  prices  of  the  goods  so|d,  and  the 
articles  purchased,  should  be  regularly  and  fairly 
entered,  and  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the  in* 
spector  of  the  Indian  agent,  or  such  person  as  the 
superintendent  may  appoint 

The  reasons  for  most  of  these  provisions  are  so 
obvious  as  to  require  no  illustration.  They  will 
ail  be  passed  over,  accordingly,  without  observa- 
tion,  except  the  provision  which  requires  tbe 
{utyment  of  an  annual  sum  for  the  use  of  license, 
and  that  which  requires  the  trading  establish- 
ment to  be  fixed*  The  former  provision  is  taken 
from  the  ordiaaoce  of  1786,  which  directed 
licenses  to  be  granted  for  one  year  only,  and  on 
j^yment  of  (Uty  dollacs  to  the  si^rintendeat, 
lor  the  use  of  the  United  States;  a  sum  nearly 
equal  to  that  now  proposedi  if  the  value  pf  money 
at  that  time  be  taken  into  consideration. 

But  it  will  probably  be  objected,  that  it  is  our 
interest,  and,  as  we  propose  to  fioaopoliae  their 
trade,  o^r  doty,  too,  to  fuinish  the  Indians  with 
gf)ods  on  as  moderate  terms  as  poasibles  and  thai 
Ithe  sum  to  be  paid  for  a  license,  bjr  acting  as  a 
duty  on  the  gpods  apld  undrr  it,  will  tend  to  en^ 
bance  their  price.  In  answer  to.  which,  it  may 
be  justly  observed,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  eo 
much  importance  that  they  should  obtain  their 
su|>nlies  (or  a  few  cents  more  or  less,  as  that  the 
trade  should,  as  fax  as  practicable^  be  put  effectu- 
ally Under  the  control  of  the  G^vammeat,  ia  or- 
der that  they  oMy  be  protected  against  tbe  fraiod 
and  the  violence  to  which  their  ignorance  and 
weakness  would,  without  such  protection,  ex^MMe 
them.  It  is  this  very  ignorance  and  weakness 
which  rend^  it  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
interfere  I  and  if  such  interference,  is  proper  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  rendered  effectual.  Such  will 
be  the  tendency  of  this  provision.  lis  first  and 
obvious  effects  will  be  to  diminish  more  certain- 


ly, and  with  less  injurious  effeet,  tkts  uf  oUicr 
provision  which  can  be  devised,  the  Dvaber  of 
traders;  and  to  increase  the  amooat of  ttpiul 
which  each  would  employ.  The  profit  of  liaali 
capital  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  woold  icuedf 
pay  for  tbe  lioeose;  while  that  on  a  large  om 
would  not  be  much  diminished  by  iu  Bothof  ibee 
effects,  the  dim  iou  tion  of  tbe  nomW  of  trtdenul 
the  increaee  of  the  capital,  would  add  gretilj  ii 
tbe  coatrol  of  the  Government  over  tbe  trade.  Ii 
would  be  almost  impoasiUe  to  inspect  theea- 
duct,  and.  consequently,  control  the  aetioosof  ik 
multitude  of  uaden,  with  small  capital^  iiSmi 
over  the  Indian  country,  and  settled  at  kbou 
and  obscure  places.  The  greatest  vifiUQM,OB 
tbe  part  of  the  superinteiidettt  and  hii  ifca^ 
would  be  unequal  to  the  task.  Bf  diwabkiog 
the  number,  and  bringing  each  mere  peraunilj 
before  the  view  of  the  (iQvernment,adBeiBifl^ 
tion  and  superinteadence  beeomca  pncuewt 
Again :  what  control  can  the  Goveraaeat  bn 
over  the  conduct  of  a  trader  with  a  ea^ttlflf  i 
few  hundred  dollars  only  ?  Suppose  kc  tkooU 
violate  tbe  express  injunctions  of  lav  aad  icn- 
Iftions,  what  serious  lose  WQuld  heaonaiabjue 
revocation  of  bis  license,  or  by  the  pattiog  to 
bond  in  suit  ?  To  him  it  would  be  attkiaf  ta 
wind  up  bis  busjneasand  give  his  capital  taA« 
direction  ;  and«  as  to  the  boadj  ia  inch  toat 
and  obscure  transactions,  he  imgkt  pretty  aUf 
calculate  on  escaping  its  penalty.  Verydife' 
ent  would  be  the  case  witb  the  trader  of  a  lap 
capital.  To  revoke  bis  license  would  bea  setioe 
evil,  which  must  subject  him  to  ceriaio  loss;  ati 
should  he  break  the  conditions  of  his  boad,  be 
would  be  much  more  in  danger  of  feeiiagits  9^ 
alty.  The  conuol  of  the  Goverameat  vooUbs 
only  be  greater  over  such  traders,  but,  whiiM« 
equal  importance,  their  Influence  with  the  la* 
dians  would  have  a  more  salutary  ditectioa.  A 
war  between  thena  aod  us  weuU,  insUcaeirk 
injurious,  and,  in  maay  caaes,  would  beniaou 
to  the  uader  pf  a  large  capitaJ ;  but  sot  so  viu 
one  of  small  cepital;  a  single  pro&tabUifeean- 
tion  may  be  of  more  importance  te  biaihaatbi 
continuance  of  peane.  From  the  eieettof  wv 
he  can  as  easily  eiaape  as  froaa  the  rerocauoa  tf 
hb  license,  or  the  penclty  of  his  bond,  uiut 
chaiActer  of  the  foraei  be  what  it  mart  ^  if *?^ 
from  interest,  be  the  advocate  of  peace,  asd « 
infiuence  of  his  own  government  j  whiki^f^ 
ter,  unless  influenced  by  virtuaus  sotircs,  vooii 
feel  in  either  but  little  interesu 

From  the  nature  of  the  uade,  the  aoft  'i^ 
be  concentrated,  provided  there  is  rcMoet.b''^ 
petition,  the  better  it  wiU  be  for  tbe  ladaasisd 
ourselves.  The  very  opposite^  it  is  tK^.*^ 
be  the  fact,  if  they  had  the  capaeitf  tad  lauuh 
gence  to  take  eace  of  their  own  jntereet,  wiwv 
our  protection ;  but,  situated  as  they  are,  iadeaaiK 
competition  would  be  no  less  ii^iuiooi  to  ^^ 
than  to  our  citiaens;  and  such  appear  to  be  titf 
seaUmenu.  The  Chickasaws,  in  a  Ute  u^ 
complained  of  tbe  injury  which  thef  k*|  *J^ 
tained  from  pedlars  and  small  traders;  aad  tn^ 
had  a  stipulation  inserted  against  the  graatiog  » 
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f  lieente  trt4«  with  their  nttion.  at  the  00I7 
ectomi  nwaas  wkieli  suggested  itself  to  pre- 
nt  it. 

The  reasoos  for  iiziDg  the  tffadiog  escablish* 
ents  ere  no  Jess  stroeg.  By  reoderiog  them 
uiooary,  and  eompt liing  the  proprietors  to  keep 
»oks,  containing  regnlar  entnes  of  all  their  mwb 
id  parokssei^  important  cheeks  will  be  presented 
prevent  fraud  and  eiorbiua<  eharjpes.  It  will 
\o  strongly  tend  to  prevent  eoliisioo  between 
B  traders^  and.  consequently,  the  creation  of 
rties  aoiong  tne  Indians,  for  or  against  parti- 
lar  traders ;  a  state  of  things  unfriendly  to  their 
xrest,  and  dangerons  10  the  peace  of  the  froa- 
r.  Besides^  the  trading  establishments  being 
ed^  as  ihey  will  be,  in  the  most  adraatageons 
MtioDs,  each  will,  ia  time,  become  the  nndeas 
Indian  settlements,  which,  by  giving  greater 
Bsity  and  steadiness  to  their  population,  will 
id  to  inuodoce  a  division  of  real  property,  and 
IIS  hasten  their  ultimate  eiviliaation* 
Such  are  the  provisions  under  which  the  trade 
th  those  tribes  of  Indians  in  onr  immediate 
ighborhood  amy  with  safely  and  advantage  be 
ened  to  iadividtial  enterprise.  With  a  vigilant 
ministraiion,  it  will  preduce  resolte  equally 
iutary  to  the  Indians  and  ourselves.  In  fact, 
»  knowledge  of  the  use  of  money,  and  the  prices 
most  of  the  ordinary  articles  ef  trade,  is  so  far 
vaneed  among  them,  as  to  gnaid  them,  to  a 
naidermble  extent,  against  mere  fraud  and  im- 
sition  I  and,  with  the  control  which  the  Qov* 
nment  may  exercise  over  the  trade  with  themi 
ey  woald  generally  receive  their  supplies  00 
t  and  moderate  terms.  The  system  is  not  less 
leulated  to  secure  peace.  The  regular  traders, 
fto  have  paid  for  the  use  of  their  liceoses,  will 
the  iDost  active  to  prevent  vexatious  peddling 
d  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors,  which  ara  the 
ne  of  the  frontier.  They  will,  besides,  become 
e  meet  active  promoters  of  industry,  for  the  al* 
ost  toul  destruction  of  game  has  rendered  the 
loanft  of  peltries  and  furs  of  little  valne  in  this 
inch  of  Indian  trade,  aad  the  capacity  ef  pay* 
I  for  the  goods  purchased  must,  consequently, 
a  great  measure,. depend  on  the  product  of  the 
il.  In  fact,  the  neiMbering  tribes  are  becom« 
g  daily  less  warliCi,  and  mora  helpless  and 
pendent  on  us  through  their  numerous  wants, 
id  they  ara  rendered  still  more  pacific  by  the 
u  of  forfettitig  their  lands  and  aanuitiea.  They 
ive,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased  to  be  an  object 
terror,  and  have  become  that  of  comnMseration. 
be  time  seems  to  have  arrived,  when  our  pol* 
y  towards  them  should  undergo  an  imponam 
lange.  They  neither  are  in  fact,  nor  ought  to 
!,  eonsideredas  independent  nations.  Our  viewe 
their  interest  and  not  tkeir  own,  ought  to  gov* 
n  them.  Bj  a  proper  combination  of  force  and 
trsuaMon,  of  punishments  and  rewards,  they 
i^ht  to  be  brought  within  the  pales  of  law  and 
vilizatioa.  Left  to  themselves,  they  wiU  never 
«ch  that  desirable  condition.  Before  the  slow 
leretion  of  reason  and  experience  can  convtnoe 
lem  of  its  superior  advantages,  thev  must  be 
rerwheimed  by  the  mighty  torrent  01  our  popo« 


lation.  Soch  small  bodies,  with  savage  customs 
and  character,  cannot,  aad  ought  not,  to  be  per* 
mitted  to  exist  in  en  independent  condition  ia  the 
midst  of  civilised  society.  Our  laws  and  mai^ 
ners  ought  to  supersede  their  present  mvage 
manners  and  customs.  Beginning  with  those 
most  advanced  ia  civlzation,  and  sunounded  by 
our  people,  they  ought  to  be  made  to  contract 
their  settlemenu  within  reasoaable  bounds,  with 
a  distinct  undentanding,  that  the  United  States 
intended  to  make  00  further  acquisition  of  land 
from  them,  and  that  the  settlements  reserved  are 
intended  for  their  permanent  home.  The  land 
ou^t  to  be  divided  among  fiimilies,  and  the  idea 
of  individual  property  in  the  soil  carefully  incul- 
cated. Their  aanuities  would  ooaatitate  an  am- 
ple school  fund,  aad  education,  eomprehending  as 
well  the  common  arts  of  life,  as  reading,  writing, 
and  arithasetic,  ought  not  to  be  left  discretionary 
with  the  parents.  Those  who  might  not  choose 
to  submit,  ought  to  be  permitted  nnd  aided  in 
forming  new  settlements  at  a  distance  from  ours. 
When  aufficiently  advanced  in  eivihxation,  ther 
would  be  permitted  to  partieipnte  in  ench  civil 
and  political  rights  as  the  respective  States  with- 
in whese  limite  they  ara  situated  might  safely 
cBtend  to  them*  It  is  only  bv  causing  oor  opin- 
ion of  their  interest  to  pravau,  that  they  can  be 
civilised,  and  saved  from  extinction.  Under  the 
present  policy  they  are  continually  decreasing 
and  degenerating,  notwitlutanding  the  Ghivern^ 
meot  has,  under  ail  its  admlnistratione,  been  ac- 
tuated by  the  most  sincere  desire  to  promote  their 
happiness  and  civilization.  The  foult  has  been, 
not  in  the  want  of  zeal,  but  ia  the  moim  in  which 
it  has  been  attenkpted  to  elEect  these  desirable  ob- 
jects. TiiA  Indians  are  not  so  aituated  as  to  leave 
It  to  time  and  experience  to  efftot  tftieir  etviliza- 
tion.  By  selecting  prudently  the  occasion  for  the 
change,  by  esiabCshinjp  a  few  essential  regnla- 
tions,  and  by  appoiiuiog  persons  to  adminisler 
them  foirly  and  honestly,  our  efforts  could  scarcely 
fail  of  success.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  foared  that 
the  power  would  be  abused  on  oMr  part,  for,  in 
addition  to  the  dictates  of  benevolence,  we  have  a 
strong  interest  ia  their  civilization.  The  enmUy 
even  of  ihe  frontier  settlen  towards  themj  is  caused 
principally  by  the  imperfectioiu  of  the  present 
system ;  and,  under  the  one  which  I  have  si»gest- 
ed,  it  will  sraatly  abate  if  not  entirely  subside. 
The  natural  humanity  and  generosity  01  the  Ame*- 
rican  character  would  no  longer  be  wvakenedby 
the  disorders  and  savage  cruelty  to  whteh  our 
frantiers  are  now  exposed.  A  deep  conviction  of 
^  importance  of  the  aubject,  aflNd  a  stroag  desire 
to  attest  the  currant  of  events  which,  if  permitted 
to  flow  in  their  pceoeat  channel)  must  end  in  the 
nanihilation  of  OMse  who  were  once  the  preprie- 
tocs  of  this  prosperotu  country,  must  be  my  apol- 
ogy for  this  digression. 

It  renuins  to  consider  in  what  manner  our 
trade  can  be  most  successfully  prosecuted  with 
the  numerous  Indian  tribes  who  occupy  the  vest 
region  extending  west  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  system  proposed  for  the  par- 
tially civilized  tribes,  bordering  on  our  settle* 
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msDtoi  would  proTe  altogether  iDadequate  lo  this 
hraneh  of  our  Indiao  trade.  It  will  require  a 
system  of  far  more  energy  to  effiBct  the  great  ob- 
jects which  ought  to  be  pursaed  through  it.  To 
establish  a  decided  control  over  the  numerous  and 
saYage  tribes  within  these  vast  limits,  and  to  give 
to  our  trade  with  them  its  utmost  extension,  are 
deemed  to  be  objects  of  great  national  impor- 
tance. It  is  believed,  that  within  our  limits, 
along  the  range  of  the  Rocky  Mouataios,  quite  to 
the  Mexican  frontier,  is  the  best  region  for  furs 
and  peltries  on  this  continent.  With  proper 
efforts  the  whole  of  this  valuable  trade,  extendins 
f  uite  across  to  the  great  Western  Ocean,  would, 
in  a  few  years,  be  exclusively  in  our  possession. 
To  produce  these  desirable  results,  foreign  adveo* 
turers,  whose  influence  mast  al  all  times  be  hos* 
tile  to  our  interests,  and  dangerous  to  our 'peace, 
must  be  excluded.  With  this  viewj  and  to  pro* 
tect  our  own  trade,  means  have  been  taken  to 
extend  our  military  posts  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri.  Whatever  character  our  trade  in  that 
quarter  mav  usume;  the  exteneioD  of  our  posts, 
as  contemplated,  will  be  ladispeDsable  to  iu  en- 
larged and  successful  prosecution ;  but  it  b  be- 
lieved that  with  all  the  advantages  which  they 
will  afford,  unless  the  trade  be  properly  and  effi- 
cieatly  organixed,  we  shall  not  be  aUe  to  com- 
pete, with  entire  success,  with  the  British  com- 
panies on  the  North,  nor  to  acquire  that  decided 
oontrol  over  the  Indianf,  which  is  indispensable 
to  its  complete  success. 

In  order  to  have  just  ideas  on  this  subject,  it  is 
accessary  to  take  into  consideration  not  only  the 
•vast  extent  and  remoteness  of  the  regioot  over 
which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  oar  trade,  but  the 
character  of  the  numerous  tribes  who  inhabit  it. 
They  are  all  more  or  less  migratory;  in  the 
Summer  moving  towards  the  North,  and  in  the 
Winter  to  the  South,  in  pursuit*  of  the  buffalo, 
and  other  game.  They  are  thus,  ia  the  Sum- 
mer, brought  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  British 
establishment  to  the  north  of  our  limits,  where, 
Aotwithsianding  our  military  posu  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  position,  much  of  the  trade  and 
influence  over  these  fierce  and  warlike  tribes  will 
centre,  unless  our  means  of  carrying  it  on  should 
be  as  well  organized  and  efficient  as  theiiv.  The 
difficulty,  though  of  an  opposite  kind,  is  no  less 
considerable  on  the  Southern  frontier  of  this  por- 
Uon  of  our  country.  The  line  between  us  and 
the  Spanish  possessions  in  Mexico,  is,  in  its 
whole  extent,  a  subject  of  discussion ;  and,  even 
should  it  be  adjusted,  will  probably,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  be  without  natural  and  visible 
boundaries*  To  a  trade  thus  situated,  extending 
<>^^ so  vast  a  reyien,  inhabited  by  numerous 
tribes  not  less  warhke  than  savage,  with  the  com- 
peiitioa  of  powerful  and  long  esmblished  compa- 
nies on  one  side,  and  danger  of  collision  on  the 
other,  the  uoors^nixed  eflibrto  of  individuals, 
always  with  jarring,  and  frequently  with  oppos- 
ing interests,  appear  to  be  wnolly  inadequate  to 
its  successful,  or  safe  prosecution.  The  rivalry 
of  trade,  which,  in  well  regulated  commuoiii«fs, 
gives  the  greatest  prosperity  to  commerce,  woald, 


in  these  distant  regions,  beyond  tlieflauralo( 
law,  or  superior  AUtbority,  among  lerecaii^ 
rant  savages,  lead  to  the  most  fatal  eoflsqaMi 
Bach  trader,  or  association  of  tnderi,T(i^(B. 
deavor  to  monopolize  the  trade  widuB  csaa 
limits,  and  would  exert  their  cunniDg  udieh 
ence  to  render  the  savages  their  ptrtiiiai,itt 
the  enemies  of  their  rivals  in  trade.  Ajnoafi 
people  at  once  so  fierce  and  so  essilfdepeiik 
result  may  be  readily  anticipated.  A  sales 
disorder  and  violence  would  uaivefsallf  fKrd 
equally  unfortunate  to  the  Indiani  udoirKlrfl; 
and  which  would  strongly  tend  to  toratJKtiiit 
and  with  it  the  influence  over  the  lodimisiie 
well*orgsnized  foreign  fur  comptDiet  n:  or 
limits. 

If  these  observations  are  correct;  if  tail* 
combined  efforts  of  individuals  are  iudefSittB 
a  successful  competition  with  the  ficitiiifr 
companies  ^  if  they  will  endanger  our  pottia 
our  Southern  neighborsy  and  lead  lofiefceai 
dangerous  riyalry  among  theniselfei,it(ai/» 
mains  to  consider,  wheuier  a  mode  cubtit> 
vised  of  carrying  on  this  branch  of  oir  hii 
trade,  which  will  obviate  these  evili,  9aAia» 
pltsh  the  desirable  olgeets  of  giving  tbefioat 
extension  to  it,  accompanied  with  the  ssiefi* 
dent  control  over  the  Indians  tbemieiTft 

The  united  influence  and  combiMdeSstttf 
the  fur  companies  referred  to^  caa  be  BKt«e» 
fully,  it  is  believed,  only  by  aa  eqoaieoiMt» 
tioQ  of  .influence,  and  efforts  on  om  pirt;  tk 
jealous  rivalry  of  independent  trsder%  vtiio 
fatal  consequences,  can  be  obviated  oBlfbjR' 
moving  the  diversity  of  interest  hf  wlueki(v«ii 
be  excited,  and  the  danger  of  eoUiaoir  « « 
southern  limits^  by  subjecting  the  trtdectaM 
to  the  will  and  control  of  the  GovenDai  in 
mode,  then,  which  I  would  propo«,«ff'^^? 
vest  the  trade  in  a  coaapany  withaiiant^ 
Ulj  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  ifelw<** 
dollars  eachj  jtad  to  be  limited  u>Ae»mot 
twenty  years;  to  pay  an  annual  tixa<^^ 
scribed  capital,  for  the  privilqte  ^  ^^ 
trade,  and  to  be  sulnect,  ia  like  maaooi  nf^^ 
traders,  to  such  ruTeeand  regnhuioosttMT|| 
prescribed.  It  is  thus  that  most  o(  ibc  eTui> 
be  apprehended  by  leaving  the  uade  open »» 
competition  of  private  adveamctn  vooU.  u> 
believed,  be  avoided.  The  efforii  of  t^«^ 
paoy,  undisturbed  by  rival  iateretts,  voQi<i ' 
directed  to  establish  iu  control  overiberinsp 
tribes  of  Indians— to  exclude  fortJgB  tdffl^B^ 
and  to  give  the  greatest  degree  of  P'"'^^ 
trade.  The  success  of  such  a  conptB7,F|9^ 
conducted,  scarcely  admiu  of  a  doobi  JJ^J^ 
lion  in  regard  to  this  trade;  tbe  (%^^ 
the  navigation  of  our  great  and  QU<^'|:L 
in  that  quarter  would  afford;  and  l^^fT^ 
from  our  military  post^  would  speedilM'^ 

Wii  and  woalil,«»I1 


ail  foreign  competition, 

beraciDc 

eltrv  tradi 
oied  witli 
IS  aad  wi 
habiting  those  extensive  regions.  Tbe  ^ 


years,  push  our  trade  to  the  Pacific  9^^*^ 

^ ee^ 

fluence.over  the  numefoos  aad  wsrjil:<(|^^^ 


most  profitable  fur  and  peltrv  trade  ^^^^ 
would  be  oorst  accomoaaied  witli  ^.  d^;^ 
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SimU  of  the  Sinkings  f\md. 


Lion  that  it  would  orcale  a  moftopolv  oiif  hi 

to  outw«igb  to  many  advaataga*.  To€  trade 
h  tlie  Indiaas  has  Barer  beeo  opeaed  without 
;rictioo8  to  aw  eilizeoB.  Lfcensea  frora  tlie 
▼ernment  hanw  at  all  limes  been  reqaired,  aM 

Ooverameot  has  itself,  through  Its  factories, 
I  considerable  extent,  monopolized  the  trsdSe; 
t,  by  an  extension  of  its  capital  only,  ftif^i 
^ross  the  whole  of  it.  All  of  these  provUit)as, 
vever  necessary  in  the  Indian  trade,  would  be 
urd  in  any  other  branch  of  our  commerce. 
4dea,  the  profit  of  the  trade  with  the  Indians 
,  at  all  times,  been  confined  to  a  few  iodividu- 
i  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  a^greatef  ppr- 
I  of  the  community  would  pasticipaie  in  il 
tarrying  it  on  in  the  manner  pr«!POi«d,  than 
iny  other  made,  la  fact,  absurd. as  commer- 
.  monopoly  would  be,  whefala«>and<a«Ahoritv 
St  to  repress  the  mischievous  afleots,  wbkh 
l^ht  spring  from  unboundad  fiaalrfy  aad  ta 
e  to  such  rivalry  aalutary-consequcnces)  just 
ihe  saaaa  degree,  ^oald- it  be  wise  and  advan- 
eous  to  carry  on  the  trade  wider  consideration 
kn  incorporated  eompany.    A  oaiion  diseaters 

wisdom  no  less  in  depart hig  from  general 
xinas,  where  It  is  no  idn^^r  wise  to  adhere  to 
m,  than  in  an  adherence  to  them  in  ordinary 
saoistances.  In  fact,  it  erlwaeaa'gaawter.eibKt 
reason.  The  first  advance  of  a  natron  is 
rked  by  the  -estabHebmeBr  of  maxims,  which 

deemed  universal,  but  which  further  experi- 
:e  and  reflection  teaeh  to  be  only  general, 
nitting  of  oecasional.modlfications  and  excep- 
ts. 

Should  the  House,  however,  not  adopt  these 
ws,  but  prefer  to  open  the  trade  to  the  en  ter- 
se of  single  individuals,  or  aoch  asaocliUioBs  as 
ght  be  formed  for  the  purpose.  I  would.sjuggest 
i  provisions  already  proposfd  iof  tba4fadt  with  . 


tha  aetghbmag  tribes  of  JodiaiMi^  as  the  meat 
:advifabk,  with  the  exception  of  the  Movisions, 
which  requira  the  trader  to  be  locateo,  and  that 
Mf  udar  books  of  sales  aad  puwhaaes  should  ba' 
kapi.  la  liea  of  which  provisioas,  I  would  pro- 
-pose  that  the  goods  iatendad  for  this  braaah  of 
' Indian  trade,  a«d  the  ariioles  acquired  by  pof- 
cbase  from  the  fodians,  should  be  entered  under 
oath,  the  former  with  a  copy  of  the  invotee,  and 
the  latter,  with  a  statement  of  prices,  with  the 
Indian  affeotat  Mackinaw,  St.  Louis,  Belle  Point 
on  the  Arkansas  river,  or  Natchitoches,  on  Rea 
river;  or  such  other  places  as  the  President  may 
designate. 

The  entry  can  be  made  without  much  incon- 
venience to  the  trader,  as  the  gec^raphy  of  the 
country  is  such  aa  to  majw  it  necessary  for  the 
trade  to  pa»s  by. one  or  the  atber  of  tha  poia^ik 
propoaed,  at  eaeh  of  which  there  is  now^aaagent. 

It  ie  believed  that  tiMfe  ^rovisiona  wanU  fie  as 
affeatnai  aa  a«y  that  aan  ba  devi&ed,  abort  of  a 
company  incorporated  for  the  purpose;  but  it  is 
pro||er  to  abaarve^  that  they  are  apao  to  tha  ob* 
jeoiioas  wblah  have  already  bemi  elated.  In 
faet,  tbey  e^oaHy  apply  to  any  system,  so- long 
'as  the  trade  is  exposed  to  the  effects  wfcieb  must 
flow  from  the  jealous  rivalry  of  independent 
uadan,.  wibera, law^find  aatbaasty  aaaaat  step  ia> 
to  restrain  its  conseqaenees  within  proper  boaods. 
The  Indians  Ihrmaalva*  are  not  proper  jadgaa  wt 
their  own  iaterests,  aod  so  far  from  f  estraiafhi||* 
the  efleets  of  soeh  rivafry,  fhey  wauld  beeoue 
the  instruments  of  the  most  cunning  and  vicious 
of  the  traders,  to  wreak  their  venjgeance  on  such 
as  might  stand  in  the  wav  of  their  profits. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

J.  C.  CAI-HOUN. 

The  Hon.  Hemrt  Cult. 

Speaker  qfthe  Borneo/  Rtpe, 


SINKING    FUND. 


.  [flaiaa—iailsil  taiihe  tanals,  ffafctaafj  ^  18^0,} 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  respectfbHy  renott  to  Oongrets :  That  the  measures 
lich  have  been  authprfzed  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report  ofthe  7th  of  IhebroaryjlSlS, 
fax  as  tha  same  have  been  completed^  are  fully  detailed  in.  the  report  of  the  Secretary  oftheTrear 
ry  to  ibis  board,  dated  the  4ih  day  of  the  present  moath^and  in  ihe  statements ihereiii  referred  to^ 
iioi»  ase  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to.be  received  as  a.part  of  this  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKIN&  ru»  P/^»Mfi4l4/(A0  (Mtoei  iSMsa,^ 
JOEiN  aUlNCYADAiM,i8faiKtosy0f.SMf. . 
WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secretary  ofthe  Treaeury, 
WILLIAM.  WlRfC,  Attanmy  Gemmlifae  Umiied  Mateif. 

WxasnraTOif,  February  5, 1819. 


The  SacRBTAaT  of  tbb  TaBAStntv  respectfully  reports  to  the  Commissiciiers  of  the  Sivking 
und: 


•aso49o  ill 


hat  the  balance.of  manays  advanced  on  aeeoont  of  tha  pofilic  debt,  remaining  unexpended 
at  the  close  of  tha  year  1818^  and  applicable  to  the  paynents  imlling  duo  after  that  year, 
which  balance,  as  appears  hf  HaMmeai  S,  anaaaed  lo  the  laat  aanual  zeport,  aaonnted  to 

ad  the  saois  disbarsed  from  the  Tteaaoiy  dwiag  the  yea»  1817,  ea  aceoiwt  of  the  principal 
and  niUreat  pf  tbapablic  debt,  whicli  aaaiik  aa  appears  by  stattfaaat  O,  aaaaxed  to  the 
■ud  moottm  ADUMmiAd.  tn* 

16th  CoK.  )8d  Sxas.— 78 


86,888|600  98 
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Tofetber  with  the  gain  on  remiUAiicefl  to  Europe  during  the  yeer  1617,  ee  eppeaie  bf 
etetementB  D  end  D  d,  thereunto  aleo  annexed,  ettouatcd,  ea  per  statenMot  D,  to  $1,379 
80,  and  D  d,  to  f2,132  79 \         .  .        m^si 

Together  with  a  further  turn,  ariaing  from  damagee  and  interest  on  a  proteeted  bill  of  ezchangCb 
being  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  aaad  bill  at  par,  and  the  amount  received  into 
the  Treaeury  in  repayment  thereof  •  •  •  -  -  ..4IU 

Aud  with  a  further  sum,  ariaing  from  intereat  on  Treaauij  notes,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
late  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Massachusetts,  for  the  payment  of  diYidendtf,  which  interest 
accrued  thereon  proYioualy  to  their  being  demanded  by  the  etockholders,  as  per  Treacuy 
report  No.  34,967  -  -  - 5^21} 

Amounting  together,  to  -  «  -  -  -  -  -  H6,4l3|g  ti 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  Tix : 

1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1817,  on  account  of 

the  principal  of  moneys  heretofore  adTanced  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  as  appeara  by  statement  E,aii]iezed  to  Uke 
report  of  last  year,  the  sum  of       -----  -     9460,664  80 

There  was  also  repeid  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  intoMet  atisiBg  on 
Treasury  notes,  placed  in  the  handa  of  the  late  Commissioner  of  Loana  fi>r 
Massachusette,  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  but  remaining  unapplied,  aa 
appears  by  Treasury  aettiement  No.  36,606^  the  aum  of  -  -  -         .  5|646  33 

^0\t 

2.  The  aums  actually  applied  during  the  year  1817  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 

cipal and  Interest  oi  the  public  debt,  as  aaeertained  by  accounts  renJered 
to  this  Department,  amounted,  as  appeara  by  the  annexed  etateraent  A,  to 
the  aum  of  .-.•-..  -  36,639,716  76 

In  the  reimbufBemeiit  of  the  prindpal  of  the  old  6  per  eent*  and  deftmd 

otm^ -f  1,689,430  66 

Itt  the  redemption  of  the  domeatic  debt  .  .  .  ,  .  14,951,843  38 

la  the  reimbuiaemeni  of  temporaiy  leans         .....       650,000  00 
Patjment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes     .....    3,057,33400 

30,368,506  94 
On  account  of  the  interest  and  charges  of  the  same     ....    6,381,30981 

36,639,716  75 
As  the  funds  in  the  banks,  out  of  which  a  part  of  the  interest  ariaing  on  the 
funded  debt  was  paid,  were  not  ooYered  by  warranta  until  after  the  31at 
December,  1817,  the  amount  short  proYidml,  aa  appeara  by  the  annexed 
atatement  B,  forms  a  deduction  of  .....       693,068  45         ^.^  ^ 


p^m 


4S 


That,  during  the  year  1818,  the  Mowing  dfaburaooMiits  were  made  «U  of  the  Treaaniy  oa 

account  of  the  principal  and  intereat  of  the  public  debt : 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  funded  domeatic  debt  and  reimbuiaement  of  the  principal  of  ^ 

the  old  6  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks |7«^^  I 

On  acconnt  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  Treaanrr  notes     .           .           .           .          •  ''^^^  ij 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  atock  -           .....  4,750,^ 

On  account  of  the  interest  on  the  same  payable  in  Europe      .....  ^i^^ 

On  aoeountofthe  purchase  ofthe  domestic  debt         •           •           •           -           •  ^lejf 

On  account  of  certain  parts  of  the  domeatic  debt         -           •           -           .           .           .  •" 

Amounting  together,  aa  will  appear  by  the  uMiaKed  Uit  of  vtinfeli  marked  C,  to  the  enm  of  pi^ffiS.  ^ 


Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following  funda,  via : 
1.  From  the  annual  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1818, 
agreeably  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption 
ofthe  public  debt,  passed  the  3d  March,  1817        -  -  -  -910,000,000  00 

Deduct  amount  paid  in  anticipation  of  1817,  as  per  laat  report  -  -    3,830,108  6t 


1^ 


7,169,891  48 
And  so  much  of  the  aurplus  money  in  the  Treaauty,  apmopriated  agteeubly 


to  tbe  fourth 


of  the  auiplus  money  in  the  Treaauty,  apprapriated  agteeubly 
rth  section  of  the  eaid  act,  and  indudea  ao  mucn  actually  applied 
1  of  $1,0B0:606  97,  eatimated  in  the  laat  animal  MDort  - 


to  toe  lounn  section  of  the  eaid  act,  and  mdueea  ao  much  actually  applted 

of  the  sum  of  $1,0B0;606  97,  eatimated  in  the  laat  animal  leport  -  •    4,978,177  16 


|1V«M0 


it 


im  APPENDIX  2470 

' ■!■  Ml.     ..11  ■■  iii.i.» 111. Mill  I.— ^-^— — ^— .— ■  y»ii  I  I  m 

State  of  the  Sinking  FinmL 

I  From  repAjmeiilftinto  the  Tttamoxy  on  fteeonnt  of  monejt  heretofore  adTanced  for  the  pur- 
chtse  of  bille  of  exdiiage,  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimbaisement  of  the  funded 
debt^  and  of  Treasnrj  notes  ........      $300,47764 

I.  From  the  appropnatioas  in  relation  to  Treasory  notes,  being  the  amount  of  payments  on 

account  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  as  per  statement  C,  abo?e  recited  -  -      9»  148,337  40 

IfakiDg  the  amonnt  paid  upon  warrants,  as  before  stated        .....  1^31,696,783  68 


Iftva  been  accounted  for,  as  ikr  as  rsspects  the  redemption  of  the  funded  debt,  under  the  act 
passed  the  3d  March,  1817,  and  as  exhibited  in  statement  I,  annexed,  and  whidi  is  ren- 
dered as  a  part  of  this  report         ........         415,998  87 

The  residuary  balance  of     -  -  -  -  •    31,180,789  81 

$31,696,783  68 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  have  been  ren- 
dered to  this  Department. 
In  the  meantime,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  balance  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows : 
inhere  ii  estimated  to  haTO  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  provisions,  at 


the  end  of  the  year  1817,  as  aboTO  stated,  the  sum  of 
a  the  reimbursement  of  the  old  and  deferred  6  per  cent,  stocks  in  1818 
'owards  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  6  per  cent,  stock,  (a) 
a  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  Treasury  notes       ... 
D  payment  of  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt    •  -  - 


$693,058  46 

$1,191,805  43 

4,760^98  13 

8,436,769  00 

793  86 


14,369,964  90 
n  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  as  per  es- 
timate F  ........    6,996,360  93 


30,366,335  83 
a  the  next  annual  statement  the  repayment  in  1818  will  be  exhibited  as  a  de- 
duction from  the  total  amount  of  warrants  issued  for  public  debt  for  the 
year,  and  of  which  they  form  a  part,  to  the  amount  of  -  -  -  390,477  64 
nd  there  is  estimated,  as  remaining  unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  in 
£urope,  eind  in  protested  bills,  on  the  1st  January,  181p,  as  per  estimate 
G,  the  sam  of 340,840  81 

30,907,644  38 

rom  which  deduct  so  much  included,  as  aboTO  stated,  for  the  payment  of 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  not  covered  by  warrants  on  the 
Treasurer,  viz : 

or  so  much,  being  Louisiana  stock  purchased  by  the  agents  in 

London,  more  than  the  amount  remitted  for  that  object       -  $110,498  63 

or  so  mudi,  being  the  estimated  amount  of  warrants  short 
issued  to  the  banks,  for  the  payment  of  dividends,  to  31st 
December,  1818 71,711  39 

nd  this  sum,  short  provided,  on  account  of  unclaimed  divi- 
dends, payable,  but  not  demanded  at  the  Treasury  -     337,703  00       419,913  93 


30,487,731  36 


,$31«180,789  81 

.  I 


0  Amount  of  Looiaiana  stock  originally  iaiued li;UM>,000  00 


iThereof  there  was  purchased  by  the  Conunissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  prior 

to  the  31st  October,  1818 1,394,100  00 

^ne  moiety  of  the  residue  ($9,956,900)  directed  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  to  be  paid  on  the  31st  October,  1818, 
amounted  to  - $4^977,950  00 

IThereof  there  has  been  applied  for  and  paid  as  above    -  -  4,750,598  13 

Leaving  to  be  applied  for  ....     337,351  88 

^^  4,977,950  00 

tesidue  to  bb  provided  for 4,977,950  00 

$11,36(^000  00 


sin  APPMBEL  »72 

aiaUoftkt  SfHkkie  Fy>d. 

The  statement  6,  tceonipuyuif  tfiH  repett,  ^liiUts  &  mm  pwnJed  abnad,  to  be 
the  payment  of  the  lateMtt  on  th«  Lonulana  0  per  esnt  itock  at  LendoU  ai 
dam,  to  tiie  amount  of---------      9i36||tt  VT 

The  amount  of  protoated  bOle  Ntttmed  ftr  non^^payiuent,  and  which  maain  to  be  eoivaiad,  aa 

per  Uet  herewith  indaded  in  •talement  Q -         IfiMff  H 

That  fands  remain  unexpended  for  the  redemption  of  oatstanrfiog  Treuurf  notes. 

Thai,  in  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1817,  for  the  redeoptkn 
of  (he  public  debt,  certificates  of  the  public  debt,  which,  by  payment  or  purchase,  hare  heeome  tkt 
property  of  the  United  States,  are  regularly  cancelled. 

A  statement  marked  H  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  Uniled  Ssites 
on  the  1st  January,  1819.       All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Secreiajj  qfthe  TVeov). 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGEESSj 


PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF* THE  FIFTEENTH  CONORESS,  BEO0N  AND 
HELD  AT  THiS  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  18,  1818. 


An  Act  to  pioTid*  for  the  remoral  of  the  L&raiy  of 
GoogiBM  to  tho  north  wing  of  the  CapitoL 

BtU  enacted  by  the  Senaie  and  Hou9t  ofRtf^ 
rmntatitee  of  tike  VveUtd  SkUes  of  Amerioa^  tn 
Qmgrtai  ao$embUdt  That  th«  joint  Library  Cona- 
mitiee  of  Congress  b«,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  cause  suitable  apartments  in  the  north 
wiog  of  the  Capitol  to  be  fitted  ap  and  furnished 
for  the  temporary  reception  of  the  Library  of 
CoDgress,  and  to  caase  the  said  Library  to  be 
remof  ed  to  and  placed  in  the  same. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  Ufuriher  enacted,  That  the 
aecooaiiog  officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the 
accoanu  of"  the  ezpen4itnres  which  may  be  inem- 
red  under  this  act;  and  that  the  amount,  so  set- 
tled, be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  approprialed. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  to  the  £arthef  porchaeQ  af 
books  loff  the  said  Libmry. 

Approved,  December  3, 1818. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  CleriLS  in  the  De- 
partment of  War. 

Be  it  enaetedjjfc^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
zed  and  empowered  to  employ  aa  additional 
lumber  of  clerks  in  his  Department,  not  exceed- 
off  twelre ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
oTjars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
9r  the  ir  compensation ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
noney  in  the  Treasurer  not  otherwise  appropri- 
;ted.  This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  one  year, 
.nd  no  longer. 

Approved,  December  5, 1818. 


ka  Act  making  a  paitial  appiopriatbn  for  the 
serrice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  tfaou- 
s«ad  eight  hundred,  and  aineteen»aad  to  make  good  a 
dsAoit  in  the  appropdation  for  holding  treaties  with 
the  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
ind  they  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  objects 
lerein  specified,  to  wit: 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  Indian  uibes,  be- 
Dg  a  deficit  in  the  appropriations  for  that  object 


in  the  year  oiie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
sums  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  December  16, 1818. 


Aa  Aot  eoncemiag  the  Wostem  District  Court  of 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  no  aoit,  aetiaa,  idea, 
process,  or  pnoeeediag.  at  law  or  in  equity,  which, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last,  was  de^ad- 
ing  and  uadeteraiitned  in  the  dbtriet  or  ciroiBt 
court  of  the  United  Butes  for  the  district  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  and  by  law  directed  to  be  removed  to 
the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
western  distriet  of  Petwsylvaaia,  shall  bediaeoa- 
tiaaed  or  abated  on  aeconnt  of  the  said  court  not 
having  been  opened  or  holden  on  the  first  BCum* 
day  in  June  last,  agneably  to  the  act  of  Coagiass 
passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  last;  bat 
that  all  sack  suits,  aetiona,  pleas,  proeeas,  aid 
poeeediags^  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  ahall 
be  deemed,  taken,  and,  to  all  inlenu  and  pnr- 
poees.  be  held  to  be  depending  in  the  said  dtatrtct 
court  f(tf  the  waatara  distriet  of  Peaasylvania,  as 
fully  and  efiectuaily  as  if  the  said  court  had  faaen 
opened  and  holden  on  the  said  first  Monday  of 
June  last. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  court  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  em- 
powered, from  time  to  time,  to  make  all  such 
rules  and  orders  touching  such  suits,  actions, 
pleas,  process,  and  proecMiings,  at  law  and  in 
equity,  as  they  might  or  could  have  done,  if  said 
court  had  been  opened  or  holden  on  the  said  first 
Monday  of  June. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
suits,  actions,  pleas,  process,  and  proceedings, 
aforesaid,  which  may  be  hereafter  certified  anu 
transferred  from  the  district  or  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  shall,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
depending  in  the  said  court  on  the  said  first  Mon- 
day of  June  last,  and  the  same  proceedings  may 
be  had  therein  as  if  the  same  had  beeu  on  that 
day  entered  la  the  said  court  agreeably  to  the  act 
of  Coagress  aforesaid. 

Approved,  December  1%  1818. 
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PubHe  Acta  of  Congrem. 


An  Act  to  eitablish  t  Judiciftl  Dktriet  in  Yirgintt, 
WMt  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^;  That  so  mvcb  of  the  Stile 
of  Virgioia  as  is  situate  west  of  the  summit  of 
the  mouDtaios  which  separate  the  waters  empty- 
iBg  into  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  Roanoke  river 
from  the  waters  which  fail  into  the  Ohio  river, 
shall  be  one  judicial  district;  and  there  shall  be 
a  district  court  therein,  to  consist  of  onejudse, 
who  shall  reside  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called 
a  district  judge,  and  annually  hold  six  sessions, 
as  follows:  At  Clarksburg  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
days of  March  and  September ;  at  Lewisburg, 
on  the  second  Mondays  of  April  and  October  | 
nnd  at  Wythe  Courthouse,  on  the  first  Mondays 
of  May  and  November. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fiarihfar  enacted,  That  the 
said  court  shall,  besides  the  ordinary  jurisdiction 
of  a  district  court,  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes, 
except  of  appeals  and  writs  of  error,  cognizable 
by  law  in  a  circuit  court,  and  shall  proceed 
therein  in  the  same  manner  as  a  circuit  courts 
and  writs  of  error  shall  be  from  decisions  therein 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  same  manner  as 
from  circuit  oourts. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
ahall  be  a  clerk  appointed  for  the  said  court;  and 
that  a  district  attorney  and  marshal  be  appointed 
for  the  said  district,  in  like  manner  as  in  other 
Judicial  districu. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
ahall  be  allowed  to  the  said  judge  of  the  said  dis- 
trict court,  the  yearlv  compensation  of  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars,  to  commence  from  the 
4nte  of  his  appointment;  tlutt  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  mid  district  attorney,  the  yearly 
compensation  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  com- 
Baence  from  the  date  of  his  appointment ;  and 
there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  marshal  the 
yearly'  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  commence 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment;  to  be  paid 
quarterly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  4, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  payment,  in  certain  eases,  on 
acoonnt  of  the  Treasury  notes  which  have  been  lost 
or  deitroyed. 

•Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  whenever  proof  shall 
be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Joss  or  destruction  of  any 
Treasury  note,  issued  under  the  authority  of  any 
act  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  lawful  (br  the  said 
Secretary,  upon  receiving  bond,  with  sufficient 
security  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against 
any  other  claim  on  nccpunt  of  the  Treasury  note 
alleged  to  be  so  lost  or  destroyed,  to  pay  the 
amount  due  on  such  note,  to  the  persgn  who  had 
lost  it.  or  in  whose  possession  It  has  been  de^ 
suoyea. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  Ufurtktt  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever proof  shall  be  exhibited,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  loss  or 
destruction  of  any  certificate  of  Mississippi  stock. 
it  shall  be  lawful  to  issue,  to  the  person  who  had 
lost  it,  or  in  whose  possession  it  was  destroyed. 


a  new  certificate  of  the  same  Talae  with  ikr  oae 
lost  or  destroyed;  the  person  clnimiog  sack  re- 
newal complying  with  the  roles  nod  regnbim 
at  pivsent  established  at  the  Treasury  De^tn- 
meni,  for  the  renewal  ofcettifientes  of  stock  let 
or  destroyed. 
Approved.  February  4,  1819. 


An  Act  anthorjsing  the  distribution  of  a 

among  the  representatives  of  Conunodore  Ednri 
Preble,  and  the  officers  and  erew  <if  th«  brig  Sffss. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  tws  iko- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  apprapnded^ 
out  of  any  monev  in  the  Treasury,  not  otkcrvise 
appropriated;  which  sum  shall  be  distribeiMbf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  prize  naoney.as^ 
the  representatives  of  Commodore  Rdwnni  Prefcif. 
deceased,  and  Captain  Charles  Stewart,  the  of- 
cers  and  crew  of  the  brig-of-war  Syren,  or  tetk 
representatives  of  such  as  may  be  dead,  en  seeoast 
of  their  proportion  of  the  sum  of  five  tbesai^ 
dollars,  the  appraised  value  of  the  brig  Tn^- 
fer,  captured  by  the  said  brig  Syren,  for  a  bretek 
of  the  blockade  of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  io  lie^tsr 
eighteen  hundred  and  (bur,  daringr  the«area^ 
ried  on  by  the  United  States  a^insc  thaiPove-, 
the  said  brig  Transfer  baviuff  been  taken  iatathi 
service  of  the  United  States  by  Commodoie  SA- 
ward  Preble,  commander  of  the  bloc  kadi  agsqaa^ 
ron;  which  brig  was  regiriarly  condemned,  as  t 
good  prize,  by  sentence  of  a  court  of  admiraltf. 

Approved,  February  4, 1819. 


An  Act  making  spfiopristions  lor  tiMaailitBiyt 

of  the  United  Butes  for  the  year  eighlecn  kaadni 
and  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc».  That  the  foiloviflgfsins 
b^  and  the  same  are  nereby,  respective!/, sppro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  UaitedSutes, 
one  million  of  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  two  ba&dred 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated,  sevea  him- 
dred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  a&4 
thirteen  dollars. 

For  forage  for  officers,  twenty-six  thousand  foar 
hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  clothing,  four  hundred  thoasand  doZhrs. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  sixty-two  ibot- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster's  department,  &ve  kin- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages,  arising  from  ndeficieicf  iaibe 
appropriation  for  the  quarternasier^  depaitveat, 
during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen^ 
twenty-six  thoasand  dollars. 

For  extra  pay  to  non-commissioned  officers  aad 
soldiers  employed  in  the  construction  and  repairs 
of  military  roads,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  aixty  thoaaad 
dollars. 

For  arrearages  arising^  from  a  deficieocf  in  the 
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pproprialios  to  pAf  outsttodiogeiftims.  ob«  boa- 
red  and  iwenty-tiz  thoasaod  two  handred  and 
sven  ddlart. 

For  fortifications,  ftire  hundred  thouiand  dol- 
irs. 

For  making  a  surrey  of  the  water-eooraee  tribu- 
iry  to,  and  weal  of,  the  MiMitsippi ;  alio  those 
'ibutar^  to  the  saoie  rirer,  and  northwest  of  the 
^hio ;  SIX  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  e4irrent  eipenses  of  the  ordnance  de« 
artment,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  armories  at  Springfield  end  Harper's 
*erry,  three  hundred  and  serenty-fire  thousand 
oUars. 

For  the  erection  and  completion  of  arsenals,  to 
rit:  for  completing  the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  in 
leorgia,  fifty  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a 
ow^r  magazine  at  FranJcford,  near  Phtladel- 
hia,  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  for  oompletiogthe 
rseoal  and  other  works  at  Watertowo,  near  Bos- 
OD^  twenty  thousand  dollars;  for  completing  the 
rsenal  and  other  works  at  Pittsburg,  Penosyl- 
ania,  fire  thousand  doUars ;  for  a  leree  round 
he  arsenal  at  Waterrliet,  New  York,  six  thou- 
and  dollars ;  for  building  a  powder  magazine  at 
la  ton  Rouge,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  cannon,  powder,  and  shot,  to  fulfil  existing 
oa tracts,  for  mounting  cannon,  and  for  purchase 
»f  lead,  one  hundred  aad  ninety-one  thousand 
fro  hundred  dollars. 

To  proride  for  the  payment  of  the  retained 
louDiy,  and  the  per  diem  trarelling  allowance  of 
Mty  aod  subsistence  to  soldiers  discharged  from 
he  army,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
lioeteen,  niaely«two  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
ars. 

For  the  purchase  of  mapsf  plans,  books,  and 
nstruments,  for  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
land  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  maps,  plans,  books,  erection  of  quar- 
:er8,  and  other  buildings,  and  for  contingent  ex- 
poses for  the  academy  at  West  Point,  thirty-fire 
.honsaad  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  marking  aad  running  the  boundary  line  of 
the  sereral  cessions  of  land  made  by  the  Indians, 
ifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  half  pay  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans^  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  inralid  pen- 
lioners  of  the  United  States,  three  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  ihonsand  and  tbirty-oine  dollars. 

For  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Rerolntioo- 
ary  pensioners,  under  the  law  of  March  eigh- 
teenth, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
one  million  seren  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  arrearazes  arising  from  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  Tor  paying  the  Rerolotionary  pen- 
sions in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars  and  eighty-fire  cents. 

For  the  Indian  department,  including  arrear- 
ages incurred  by  holding  Indian  treaties,  two 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
serenty«nine  dollars,  including  twenty  thousand 


dollars  to  defray  an  expense  incurred  under  the 
Chtckaaaw  treaty  lately  coacluded ;  and,  indnd- 
tng,  also,  the  further  sum  of  seren  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sereoty-Dine  dollars,  being  the  ag* 
gregate  amount  of  certain  sums  stipulated  to  be 
paid, 'within  sixty  days,  to  certain  iodiriduait 
named  in  the  aborementioned  treaty.  * 

For  annuity  to  the  Creek  nation,  under  the 
treaty  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two, 
three  thousand  doUars. 

Sbo.  2.  And  he  it  Jurther  enaeied.  That  the 
sereral  appropristioos  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  February  15, 1819. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  United  States  to  cases  arising  under 
the  law  relating  to  Patents. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States  shall  bare  origtaal  cognizance, 
as  well  in  equity  as  at  law,  of  all  actioas,  suits, 
conirorersies,  and  cases,  arising  under  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  granting  or  confirming  to 
authors  or  inrentors  the  excuisire  right  to  thair 
respectire  writings^  inrentioosi  and  discoreries; 
and  upon  any  bill  in  equity,  filed  by  any  party 
aggriered  in  any  such  cases,  shall  hare  authority 
to  grant  injunctions,  according  to  the  course  and 
principles  of  courts  of  equity,  to  prerent  the  rio* 
laiion  of  the  rights  of  any  authors  or  inventors, 
secured  to  them  by  any  laws  of  the  United 
States,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  aa  the  said 
couru  may  deem  fit  and  reasonable :  Frdmded, 
however^  That  from  all  judgments  and  decrees 
of  any  circuit  courts,  rendered  in  the  premises,  a 
writ  of  error  or  appeal,  as  the  case  may  require, 
shall  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
circumstances,  as  is  now  prorided  by  law  in  other 
judgments  and  decrees  or  such  circuit  aouvts* 

Approved,  February  15, 1819. 

An  Act  to  anthoriw  the  Presidant  and  Managers  of 
the  RoekriUe  sad  Washington  Turnpike  Read  Com- 
pany, of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  to  extend  and  make 
their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  the  boundary  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  in  the  Distiiet  of  Colambiay 
through  the  said  District^  to  the  line  thereof. 

Be  a  enacUcL  ^c,  That  so  much  of  the  Inw 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  companies  to  make  certain  turnpike 
roads  through  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Fred- 
erick, and  Washington,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  at  December  session,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  serenteen,  as  relates  to  the  Roek- 
riUe and  Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company, 
be,  and  it  hereby  is,  declared  to  be  in  full  force 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sbo.  2.  And  ke  it  JuHher  enaetedj  That  the 
president  and  managers  of  the  said  turnpike  read 
compaay  be,  and  (hey  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
make  said  road  from  the  boundary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  the  boundary  of  the  city  of 
Washington. 
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Bio.  3.  And  b$  ii  Jurther  emu^^  Tbtd,  in  re^ 
lation  to  the  proeeas  of  coostmctiof  said  roadi 
and  to  toll-gates,  and  the  rates  of  tolls  thereoo. 
•the  said  compaoy  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  invested 
with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immonttieKi 
and  shall  besubiect  to  all  the  obligaiions,  which, 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  "  to  incorporate  a  com- 

Biay  for  aaakiog  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the 
istrict  of  Columbia,"  passed  April  twenty-fifth, 
one  thoQsand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  are  given, 
gyanted,  imposed  on,  and  vested  in,  the  Company 
of  the  Columbia  Turnpike  Roads,  had  that  com- 
pany proceeded  to  maae  the  said  road  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid : 
Provided,  That  the  formal  written  release,  by 
the  company  last  mentioned,  of  their  ri^ht  to 
make  said  road,  according  to  their  act  of  incor- 
poration, be  filed,  within  ten  days  after  the  pass* 
mg  of  this  act,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  Washing- 
ton county,  ia  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Corpovation  of  Washington  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered,  at  any  time,  to  purchase  out 
tha  said  roaa  herein  authorized  to  be  made,  with 
all  the  rights  and  ^profits  thereto  belonging,  on 
paylBg  to  the  said  company  a  sum  which  shall 
oe  equal  to  the  total  amount  expended  on  Kaid 
road,  with  six  per  cent,  interest  thereon  from  the 
date  of  its  expenditure. 

Approved,  February  15, 1819. 

Axk  Act  authorizing  the  electiOB  of  a  Delegate  from 
the  Miehigvn  Territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
tad  Slates,  and  extending  the  right  of  sofirage  to 
te  dtiaens  of  said  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  citizens  of  the 
If  icbtgan  Territory  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  elect  one  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  possess  the  qualifi- 
cations, and  exercise  the  privileges,  heretofore 
required  of,  and  j^ranted  to,  the  Delegates  from 
the  several  Territories  of  the  Utiited  States. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  firrther  enacted,  Thai  every 
free  while  male  oitizan  of  said  Territory,  above 
tUe  agis  of  twenty^oae  years,  who  shall  have  re- 
aided  therein  one  yaar  next  pveceding  an  elec- 
tion, and  who  shall  have  paid  a  county  or  terri- 
torial tax,  shall  be  entitled  to  vole  at  socn  eleetioa 
for  a  Delegate  to  the  Cooaress  of  the  United 
Stateoi  in  such  manner,  ano  at  such  tisMB  and 
places,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Governor 
and  Jodaes  of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  a.  Aii4  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
person,  duly  qualified  according  to  law,  who  abaU 
xeceive  the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  such  elec- 
tion, shall  be  furnished,  by  the  Governor  of  said 
Territory,  with  a  certificate,  under  his  official 
seal.  settiQff  forth  that  he  is  duly  elected,  by  the 
qualified  electors,  the  Delegate  from  said  Terri- 
tory to  the  Congress  of  tha  Uaited  Stales,  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  dale  of  said  certifi- 
cate, which  shall  entitle  the  person  to  whom  the 
aame  shall  be  given  to  take  his  scat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  that  capacity. 

Approved,  February  16,  1819. 


An  Aato  inoeipotato  tha  Medical  ftnoHyrfiii  ft. 

trict  of  Coioatbik 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  Charlei  W«te{- 
ton,  James  H.  Blaie,  John  T.  SIhuCTibk 
Sim.  Frederick  May,  Joel  T.  GastjDe,  Eki 
Harrison,  Peregrine  WarfieM,  Alflls4ffM^ 
Williams,  George  Clark,  Henry  Hnti  Tbm 
Henderson,  John  Hanieoo,  BaijaniBS.fi«hn 
Samuel  Horseley,  Nicbofes  W.  WwtlMiga 
William  Jones,  James  T.  Jobnsoo,  Rkhs 
Weightman,  George  May,  Rebeit  Ymdm 
soch  persons  as  ihej  may,  froB  tinm  tia^ 
elect,  and  their  aueceasors^  are  berefaf  kM 
to  be  a  communitv,  corporation,  and  Mf  nb- 
tic,  forever,  by  and  umler  the  name  uimfi 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  CMii; 
and  by  and  under  the  same  naaie  sad  nk^ 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  fwait 
take,  have,  and  enjoy,  to  them  and  tharsw 
sors,  in  fee  or  for  lease;  estate  or  cstaici,  in  iiM 
tenements,  rents,  annuities^  chattels,  bul  itsei 
registered  debts,  or  other  public  sccoriiis km 
the  District,  by  the  gift,  bargain,  sale, « tax 
of  any  person  or  persons  bodies  politic  or  tflfo- 
rate,  capable  to  make  the  sane,  and  tkt aa^i; 
their  pleasure,  to  alien,  sell,  transfer,  «)«>«< 
apply,  to  such  purposes  as  they  m»  di^ 
most  conducive  to  the  promoting  sod  diflena- 
ting  medical  and  surgical  knowitdt^ui^^ 
other  purpose  whatever :  PremdediWmi^ 
That  the  said  societv,  or  body  poliiie,tiHli  k: 
at  any  one  time,  hold  or  possess  progotT.  m 
personal,  or  mixed,  exceeding,  in  totilfilKt^ 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  per  aiaaii. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  il /icHAer  €aaeCeiTlit« 
members  of  the  said  society  abort  desi^ 
shall  hold,  in  the  city  of  Washiagioa,  Hmm 
meetings  in  every  year,  tiz^  on  the  iniw^ 
in  January,  April.  July*and  October; tke(i«n 
of  the  society  to  oonaist  of  a  piMm\^^^ 
presidents,  one  eorrespoadiagsecnwf<^'^ 
cording  seeretary,  one  creasmer,  ui  ^^^ 
brarian,  who  shril  be  appointed  on  tkc  imu 
Monday  ia  March,  one  tfaoMaod  fifl»^ 
aad  nineteen,  and  on  the  aaanal  awtiafn'i^ 
nary  forever  thereafter,  (not  ices  ***"*'?5'?] 
ben  being  prfsent  at  sueh  mscciag.)  ^^ 
society  anay  make  a  common  ssai,!""'! 
elect  into  their  body  such  medical  "^"fj^ 
cal  practitioners,  within  the  Distfieia  (^ 
bia,  as  they  may  deem  qoaltfied  to  I^^.^T 
hers  of  the  society;  it  being  uademoM  im^ 
offioers  of  the  society  now  aleoied.  irtui^ 
in  office  until  tha  next  eleeiioa  mx^P^ 
of  this  act.  L.|| 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  1^^' 

and  may  be  lawful  for  the  smd  tBcdiwJ^^ 

or  any  number  of  them  attending,  (w^.^^. 

seven,)  to  elect,  by  ballot,  fire  I«'>^?ju 

of  the  Disuict,  who  shall  be  styled  tlie  1^ 

Board  of  Examiners  of  the  District  of  (^nv"": 

whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  grant  lu^'"^/ 
medical  and  chirurgical  |entleneatsi)>cf^^ 

upon  a  full  examiaation,  judge  ad<9iH^^^^. 
meaoe  the  practice  of  the  medical  **^^^e 
cal  arts,  or  as  may  prodoce  diplomisi^ 
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!|peotabl6  edllleff9  or  aoeieiy;  each  person  so 
laiDiog  a  certiflcate  topsf  ^  lom  doc  ezecedtag 
i  dollars,  to  be  fixed  on  or  ascertained  by  the 
tiety. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enadedf  That  any 
ree  of  the  czaminefs  shall  constitute  a  board 
*  examining  socii  candidates  a&  may  apply,  and 
ill  subscribe  their  names  to  each  certificate  by 
»iii  granted,  which  certificate  shall  also  be  eoun- 
signed  by  the  president  of  the  society,  and  have 
s  seal  of  the  society  affixed  thereto  by  the  seci«* 
y,  upon  paying  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
5  sum  of  money  lo  be  aecertained,  as  above,  by 
s  society  ;  and  any  one  of  the  said  examiners 
ly  grant  a  license  to  practise,  until  a  board,  in 
aformity  to  this  act,  can  be  held:  Prmrided^ 
lat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the 
id  corporation  in  anywise  to  regulate  the  price 
medical  or  surgical  attendance  on  such  persons 
may  need  those  serrices. 
Ssc.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  after 
e  appointment  of  the  aforesaid  medical  board, 
I  person,  not  heretofore  a  practitioner  of  medi* 
ne  or  surgery  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
all  be  allowed  to  practice  within  the  said  Dis« 
let,  in  either  of  tbo  said  branches^  and  receive 
iymeot  for  his  services,  without  first  having  ob- 
ined  a  license,  testified  as  by  this  law  directed, 

without  the  production  of  a  diploma,  as  afore* 
id,  under  the  penahj^  of  fifty  dollars  for  each 
feoee,  to  be  recovered  in  the  county  court  where 
s  may  reside,  by  bill  of  presentment  and  indict* 
eot ;  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  society  and 
e  other  for  that  of  the  informer. 
Sbc.  6.  Andbeiijurther  enaded.  That  every 
ifsois  who,  upon  applicatioii,  shall  be  elected  a 
ember  of  the  Medical  Society,  shall  pay  a  sam 
}t  esKceediag  tea  doilars,  to  be  asccruined  by 
le  society. 

Seo.7.  And  be  it/uriker  etuxeted,  That  the 
(edical  Society  be,  and  are  hereby,  empowered, 
om  time  to  time  to  make  such  by-lawi,  rules, 
id  regalatioas,  as  they  may  find  requisite,  to 
reak  or  aker  their  common  seal,  to  fix  the  times 
ad  places  for  the  meetings  of  the  hoard,  and  to 
0  and  perform  such  other  things  as  may  be  re- 
uisite  for  carrying  this  act  Inio  execution,  and 
rhich  may  not  be  repugnaot  to  the  Constitution 
nd  laws  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That 
othiog  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con* 
tmed  to  extend,  to  jpiohiblt  any  person,  during 
is  actual  residence  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
nd  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  he 
otb  or  may  reside,  is  not  prohibited  from  prac* 
isiag  in  this  District:  Prfmdtd  ahoORfe^  That  it 
hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person,  resident 
A  aforesaid,  and  not  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  when 
pecially  sent  ior^  to  come  into  aay  part  of  this 
Jistriec,  and  administer  or  prescribe  medicine,  or 
»erform  aay  operation,  for  the  relief  of  sucn  to 
vhose  assistance- he  maybe  sent  for. 

Sxc.  8,  And  be  U  firther  emuted,  That  Con* 
(ress  may^  at  any  time,  alter,  amend,  or  annul, 
his  act  of  inoorpoiatioa  of  said  society  at  plea* 
ure. 

Approved,  February  Ifi,  1619. 


An  Act  makmg  appmpriatioas  Ibr  the  suppovt  ef  the 
Navy  of  the  United  SUtes  ton  the  year  one  thoasaad 
eight  huadred  aad  nineteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  navy  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
nundred  and  nineteen,  the  following  sums  be,  and 
the  same  are  herebv,  appropriated : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  provisions,  four  hundred  and  Rre  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores, and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  including  the  marine 
corps,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  repairs  of  navy-yards,  docks,  and  wharves, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  medals  and  swords,  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  same,  two  thousand  and  thirty 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  continffcnt  expenses  for  the  same,  eighteen 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  10,  1819. 


Aa  Act'  to  incorpoiale  the  Provident  Assoeialioa  of 
Cleifcs  ia  the  GivilDapartaiSBt  of  the  Qoverasaat 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Distriet  of  Coloaihia. 

Be  it  enacted,  §€^  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  all  those  persons  who  are,  or 
shall  aereafter  become  members  of  thoProvideat 
Association  of  Clerks,  employed  in  the  civil  de- 
partment of  the  Gkverament  ef  the  United  States 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  *^  The  Provident  Association 
of  Cierits,'*  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  third 
day  of  Mareh,  one  thousand  eiaht  hundred  and 
thiriy4'0nr,  and  bv  that  name  shall  have  perpetual 
succession,  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  he 
sued,  implead  aad  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  courts  of 
reoord  and  in  any  other  place  whatsoever ;  and 
by  that  name  may  make,  have,  and  use,  a  com- 
mon seal,  and  the  same  may  break,  alter,  and  re- 
new, at  pleasure^  and  shall  have  power  to  ordain, 
establish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by*laws,  or- 
dinances, and  regulations,  as  shall  seem  neces- 
sar y  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  said 
corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  law  nor  the 
constitution  thereof,  and  generally  to  do  and  exe- 
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enl*  ali  aets  neeesttrjr  or  proper  for  ike  obieets  of  I 
said  corporsttoD,  subjeet  to  the  roles,  rcgolatioDs, 
resirictioofi,  limitations,  and  provbioM  herein  de- 
scribed and  declared. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  rules,  regulatioos,  restrictions,  limita- 
tions, and  provisions,  shall  form,  and  be  funda- 
mental articles  of,  the  constitution  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, to  wit : 

1st.  The  association  shall  be  composed  of  clerks, 
employed  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Gbvern- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  its  object  shall  be  the  benefit  of 
the  families  of  such  clerks  after  ihelr  decease ; 
and  the  funds  thereof  shall  be  applied  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act|  and  for  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatever. 

2d.  Every  such  clerk  shall,  before  be  is  consi- 
dered a  member  of  the  association,  sign  these  ar- 
ticles. 

3d.  Everv  member  shall  pay,  on  or  before  the 
fifth  day  of^  January,  April,  July,  and  October, 
respectively,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

4th.  In  addition  to  the  payments  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  article,  every  member  is  at  liberty 
to  pav  such  further  sums  as  be  may  think  proper. 
Whicn  payments  shall  form  a  separate  and  special 
fund,  and,  on  the  death  of  any  member  by  whom 
such  payments  shall  have  been  made,  his  family 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  relief  provided  by  other 
articles  of  the  association,  be  entitled  to  an  an- 
nuity or  other  benefit  out  of  the  special  fund,  pro- 
portionate to  the  amount  of  the  payments  made 
thereto  by  such  member. 

5th.  Any  member  who  shall  omit  to  pay  his 
quarterly  subscription,  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  third  article,  shall  forfeit  and  jpay,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  association,  the  sum  or  fifty  cents, 
and  the  like  sum  for  every  quarter  during  which 
the  said  subscription  shall  remain  unpaid.  And 
if  any  member  shall  omit,  for  more  than  one  year, 
to  pav  the  sobscfiptions  req\iir€d  by  these  articles, 
together  with  such  fines  as  he  laay  have  incur- 
red, he  shall  thereby  forfeit,  both  for  himself 
and  his  family,  all  rights  to  any  of  the  benefits  of 
the  association,  together  with  all  the  moneys 
which  he  may  have  previously  paid,  and  shall 
cease  to  be  a  member. 

6th.  Any  member  ceasing  to  be  a  clerk,  or  re- 
moving out  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall 
not  thereby  be  deprived  of  his  membership. 

7th.  The  officers  of  the  association  shall  con- 
sist of  a  president,  six  directors,  a  eecreury,  and 
treasurer,  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  association,  on  the  last  Saturday 
in  March,  annually  :  and  they  shall  form  a  board, 
to  be  called  the  president  and  board  of  officers, 
in  all  elections  for  officers,  the  person  havine  the 
greatest  number  of  votee  shall  be  consiikred 
as  elected ;  but  when  two  or  more  persons  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  the  balloting  shall  be 
repeated  to  fill  the  office  or  offices  for  which  no 
choice  shall  have  been  made.  If  any  vacancy 
shall  occur  among  the  officers,  a  general  meeting 
shall  be  called  to  fill  the  same. 


8tb.  It  shall  be  the  diKy  of  tke  praise  to 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  aa9ociati«,udof 
the  board  of  officers.  In  the  abseace  ti  tke 
president,  his  duties  shall  be  perforoed  tjtk 
director  present,  senior  oo  the  list. 

9th.  The  secretary  [shall]  keep  a  joorsii  ef 
the  proceedings  of  the  assoeiation,  sod  of  m 
president  and  board  of  offioera  ;  and  be  M 
perform  soch  other  duties  as  may  be  sniped  s 
him,  either  by  the  association  or  by  tbepreiida: 
and  board  of  officers. 

lOih.  The  treasurer  shall  reeeivessd^sriL 
moneys  of  the  association  ;  he  shall  keef  ta  le 
count  of  its  receipts  and  disbarseineia  tad 
shall  lay  before  the  assoeiatioo,  at  iuusui 
meeting  in  the  month  of  March,  a  geBa•ltat^ 
ment  of  all  its  moneyed  traasnetioos,aiil«a 
list  of  those  members  who  are  two  qstricna 
upwards  in  arrear,  which  list  and  aecoaibsy 
be  read  and  examined  previottsly  lo  iheeleeua 
of  officers. 

lltb.  Thequaiterlysubseriptioiis,aBdili0(ie 
moneys  received  on  account  of  the  aaoeiiikw, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer,  and  sktlib^bf 
him  deposited,  as  soon  as  may  be  tberesftrr.iB 
such  bank  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  tbepnsdeit 
and  board  of  officers;  and  shall,  from  tiae  to 
time,  be  vested  in  the  public  stocks  of  clie\jiind 
States,  or  in  loans  to  individuals,  secsr«d  ifia 
real  estate,  or  in  the  stocks  of  any  iacorponied 
banking  institution  ;  and  the  moneys  so  depo*- 
ted  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank  oolj  oo  in 


order  of  the    treasurer,  couotersifacd  by  m 
secretary,  and  approved  by  the  presideat. 

J  2th.  Th«  funds  of  the  associalioo  shall  be 
appropriated  and  paid  to  the  families  of  deMsri 
membere,  at  the  following  rates,  to  wic  i«  tk 
Ihmilies  of  those  members  who  may  die  afierik 
expiration  of  the  first  year,  and  wiihislr«/Mrs 
from  the  time  of  their  admission,  (vice  the 
amount  of  the  subscription  whicb  ibll  btre 
been  paid  by  such  members,  respectiteiy:  to  ibe 
families  of  those  members  who  msf  die  witbtfl 
the  sixth  year,  from  the  time  of  their  sdauai«t 
respectively,  the  sum  of  two  haadreddoUin;t0 
the  families  of  those  members  vho  nay  die 
within  the  seventh  year,  from  the  time  of  ibdr 
admission,  respectively,  the  sum  of  three  koi* 
dred  dollars;  to  the  families  of  those  nefflbeii 
who  may  die  within  the  eighth  year,  froa  the 
time  of  their  admission,  respectivdy.  the  ssn  a 
four  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  £inilics  of  iho« 
members  who  may  die  within  the  niath  yetft 
from  the  time  of  their  admission,  respectirefy, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  faailin 
of  those  members  who  may  die  withia  (he  wih 
year,  from  the  time  of  their  admisMi,  rcspeet- 
ively,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  doUani^o  »^ 
families  of  those  members  who  inay  die  viiha 
the  eleventh  year,  from  the  time  of  their  ados- 
sion,  respectively,  the  sum  of  sevea  huDdred  dol- 
lars; to  the  families  of  those  mefliben  who  nay 
die  after  the  expiration  of  the  eleveoth  f«r 
from  the  time  of  their  admiasioo,  not  lea  taw 
eight  hundred  dollars.  . 

13th.  In  all  cases  the  widowiodehiidienofa 
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Msed  member  shall  be  deemed  his  fkmilfy 
as  sach  eoiiUed  co  the  relief  provided  luider 
forei^oinff  erticle ;  bat  a  member  haTto^  no 
e  or  children,  may  adopt  any  other  person  or 
sons  as  his  family,  for  all  the  porposesof  this 
[iciation,  by  giviag  notice  in  writing,  to  the 
sident  and  board  of  offieers,  of  the  name  and 
deoce  of  such  person  or  persons. 
4th.  The  reiief  to  which  the  families  of  de« 
sed  members  shall  be  entitled,  may  be  granted 
ler  by  the  payment  of  a  certain  Mm  of  mo* 
r,  as  prescribed  by  the  twelfth  article,  or  by 
luity,  the  terms  of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
imant,  and  the  president  and  board  of  officers. 
5th.  In  addition  to  the  pecuniary  relief  to 
ich  the  families  of  the  deceased  members  are 
itled,  the  members  of  this  association  pledge 
mselves  to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  per- 
nent  establish itient  in  society  of  the  persons 
nposing  sach  families. 

.6th.  A  general*  meetinff  of  the  association 
Jl  be  held  on  the  last  Batarday  in  March, 
lually ;  but  the  president  and  board  of  offieers 
ly  call  a  general  meeting  whenever  they  shall 
ok  it  necessary. 

L7th.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  president 
I  board  of  officers  shall  be  on  the  first  Batar- 
f  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  aonu- 
y ;  but  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  offi- 
's  may  be  called  by  the  president,  on  a  requi* 
ion  in  writing  from  any  member  thereof. 
18th.  In  all  cases  where  it  is  not  otherwise 
pressly  proTided.  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
imbers  of  the  association,  assembled  at  any 
!eting,  shall  prevail. 

19th.  All  legacies  or  donations  made  to  the 
social  ion,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  general 
r poses  thereof. 

20th.  The  president  and  board  of  officers  shall 
ive  power  to  make  by*laws  for  their  govern- 
ent,  provided  the  same  be  consistent  with  these 
liclea* 

21st.  If  the  association  shall  be  dissolved  by 
ly  event,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever^  ether- 
ise than  by  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the 
tads  then  belongti^  to  it  shall,  after  all  claims 
id  demands  thereon  are  satisfied,  be  divided 
uong  the  families  of  deceased  members,  ae- 
irding  to  the  sums  paid  in  by  suoh  such  mem- 
ixs  respectively. 

22d.  The  debts  which  the  said  corporation 
lay,  at  any  time,  owe,  shall  not  exceed  the  value 
f  the  property  lawfully  held  and  owned  by 
lem ;  and,  in  case  of  excess^  the  directors  who 
lay  ha?e  been  assenting,  thereto,  shall  be  liable 
3r  the  same  in  their  natural  and  individual  eapa- 
ities ;  and  an  action  of  debt  may,  in  such  case, 
e  brought  against  them,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
»roper  court,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors,  of  the 
aid  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
aeot  and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or 
greement,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding: 
knd  the  property  of  the  corporation  shall  also 
te  liable  mr  and  chargeable  with  the  excess. 

23d.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  corpo- 
ation  to  deal  or  trade  in  the  manner  of  a  bank, 


nor  issue  any  note  in  the  nature  of  a  bank  note, 
nor  iransaet  any  other  kind  of  busfness,  or  deal 
in  any  other  manner  or  thing,  than  is  expressly 
authorized  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act;  and  any  director  or  directors, 
who  shall  hare  assented  to  any  such  dealing  or 
trade,  shall^  on  conviction  thereof,  in  the  proper 
court,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars ;  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
use  of  the  person  who  may  prosecute  for  the 
same:  Provided  alwaytf  That  Congress  may, at 
any  time,  amend,  alter,  or  annul,  this  act. 
Approved,  February  15, 1819. 


An  Act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  of 

GoYernment. 

Bo  ii  enacted,  ^c,  That,  instead  of  the  sala« 
ries  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  following  offieers, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  them,  quarterly,  the  fol* 
lowing  anauai  salaries  respectively  ;  that  is  to 
say  :  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  six  thoa« 
sand  dollars;  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six  thou* 
sand  dollars ;  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  six 
thousand  dollars;  to  the  Attorney  Qeneral,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  four  thousand  dollars;  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  five  thousand  dol* 
lars;  and  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  four  thousand  Ave 
hundred  dollars ;  and  to  the  Assistaot  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  and  Additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qeneral,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each; 
to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen;  anu  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  20, 1819. 


An  Ad  authoriaing  the  President  of  the  United  SUtas 
to  purchase  the  lands  reserved  l>y  the  act  of  the 
third  cf  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sevenleen, 
to  certain  Chieft,  Warriors,  or  other  Indians,  of  the 
Creek  nation. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
for,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  United  States,  any 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  reserved  by  the  act  of  the 
third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, to  the  chiefs,  warriors,  or  other  Indians,  of 
the  Creek  nation,  which  they,  or  either  of  them, 
may  be  disposed  to  sell ;  and  the  amount  of  such 
purchase  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  any 
tract  or  tracts  of  land,  the  title  to  which  may  be 
acquired  by  the  United  Smtes,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall  ne  offered  at  public  sale,  at  the  land 
offices  of  the  district  in  which  they  may  be  situ- 
ate, upon  sach  day  or  days  as  the  President  shall, 
by  proclamation,  designate  for  that  purpose,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same  conditions 
and*  terms  of  credit,  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the 
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nU  of  public  lands  of  the  United  Sutes ;  and 
pntents  shall  ha  granted  thtrefori  at  for  other 

Sublic  lands  and  town  lois  aold  by  the  United 
itales. 
Approredi  February  30, 1819. 


An  Act  for  the  raluf  of  Adam  Kiniley,  Thmnaf  Fxeocht 
and  Charlei  8.  Leonard. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Seereury  of  War 
be,  and  he  U  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  unto  Adam 
Kin9ley,and  Tbotnaa  Fre«ob,  such  aun  of  money, 
in  addition  to  that  already  paid,  under  a  eontraei 
entered  into  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Oetober,one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  between  Tench 
Coze.  00  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
said  Adam  Kinsley  and  Thomas  French,  for  the 
manufacture  of  four  thousand  stand  of  arms,  as 
shall  ioorease  the  price  of  each  stand  of  arms, 
delivered  under  the  said  contract,  to  a  sum  equal 
to  that  allowed  to  others  who  entered  into  con- 
tracts to  manufacture  and  dellTer  arms  to  the 
United  States,  on  or  about  the  same  time,  keep- 
ing  in  view  the  quality  of  the  arms  delivered  by 
each;  and  that  the  same  be  ]»aid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Secretary  make  the  like  additional  compen- 
sation to  Charles  S.  Leonard,  out  of  any  moaevs 
in  ihe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  iov 
nroM  manafiictored  and  delivered  by  niro,  under 
a  contract  entered  into  on  or  about  the  time 
abovementioned,  keeping  in  view  the  rules  pre- 
aeribed  in  thepreeeding  section. 

Approved,  February  80, 1810. 


An  Act  providing  ibr  a  grant  of  land  lor  the  seat  of 
govommant  in  the  State  of  Mississippi^  and  £or  tho 
support  of  a  ssminafy  of  learning  within  the  said 
Suts. 

Be  it  enocfeci  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  granted 
to  the  Stale  ofNusttseippi,  two  efttin  aeaiiaDs  of 
lend,  or  fractional  sections,  or  quatter  aoecioDs, 
not  eaeeeditta  tbe-^imntky  contatnod  in  tnro  en- 
tire seotions,  for  a  sent  of  government  in  the  eaid 
State ;  which  land  shall  be  located  in  one  entire 
tract,  at  such  place  as,  under  tJne  authority  of  the 
said  State,  ahali  be  designated  for  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment therein,  whenever  the  Indian  title  shall 
have  been  extingtusbed  thereto,  and  before  the 
commencement  of  the  public  sales  of  the  adjoin- 
inff  and  surrounding  lands  belonging  to  the  uni- 
ted States, 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  township  of  land  granted  for 
the  support  of  Jefferson  College,  there  shall  be 
granted,  in  the  said  State,  another  towaship,  or  a 
quantity  of  land  equal  thereto,  to  be  located  in 
tracts  of  not  less  than  four  entire  sections  each, 
which  shaji  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
said  Slate,  in  trust,  for  the  support  of  a  seminary 
of  learning  therein ;  which  lands  shall  be  located 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Sutes,  whenever  an  extinguishment  of  Indian 
title  shall  be  made  for  land^i  suiuU^,  iohhis 


opiniim,  for  that  pnrooae,  in  the  said  Bitt:  vM 
gtemif  hereby  provided  to  be  made.  tlui^M^ 
sidered  as  made  in  lieu  of  a  towasbipimiia 
be  reserved  by  the  fifth  sectioa  of  ao  aet,(iaii 
"An  act  to  orovide  for  the  ascertaiaisg  u4 
ing  of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  tiaty 
the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  parpoicit^ 
March  three,  one  thousand  eight  \mM 
fifteen ;  and  which  reserve  of  onetovmlupi 
vided  to  be  nsade  by  the  aforesaid  fifik  ski 
said  act,  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  ii  (be 
manner  as  the  other  public  leads  ia  tkf 
district. 

Approved,  Febitmry  30^  1819. 


An  Act  direetittg  the  payment  of  certain  biitei 
by  General  Aimstieng  in  iivor  of  Wiffiis  Ma^ 

Be  it  enacUd,  fc,  That  there  shall  be  pUi 
Thomas  Qriffin,  administrator  of  Williu  Mr 
ffan,  deceased,  and  trustee  of  AlexudetMiafr 
ley,  out  of  any  moneys  in  theTretsorfutotBe 
wise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  fire  ibooaidtn 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  twenty-oK  eesi 
being  the  amount  of  certain  bilhofaeh^ 
drawn  by  General  John  ArnistioDg,ii&n(Q( 
said  William  Morgan,  master  of  ibe ship Uai 
for  the  value  of  said  ship  Louisa,  tsdei^Qfik 
the  Louisiana  convention,  and  wltich  m^ 
delivered  to  Joseph  Fen  wick,  late  Coosol^^ 
United  States  at  Bordeaux:  Fnmddo^ 
That  before  such  payment  shall  be  osit  t^ 
said  Thomas  Griffin  shall  give  boii<i,vitb(«« 
more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the8«eRun^ 
the  Treasury,  to  indemnify  the  United  Sii»^' 
such  payment,  against  all  penoos  vbttiocn 
who  may  hereafter  make  snvdtin »«(*■*' 
of  the  said  bills,  or  either  of  them. 

Approved,  February  20, 1819. 


An  Act  supplemental  to  the  act,  eatitkd  "h  i^fe- 
ther  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  CJOf^^"* 
ington." 

BeU  enacted,^  That  aayloc,otFvt(fi 
lot,  or  other  real  esute  whatsoerer,  ia  ib«^ 
of  Washington,  heretofore  sokd,sr  boofl''* 
be  sold,  for  any  tax  due  to  thecerpoiBnM||^^ 
city,  or  laid  or  assessed  under  the  ^b"*^ 
the  said  corperatioo,  pucsuant  U)  thepow^ 
in  it  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  ibii  b<^ 
plementi  or  of  any  other  act,  pssed,  of » 
passed,  ahall  and  may  be  redeemed,  s>i<^r 
uaUv  to  reinstate  and  invest  the  PM'^^ 
legal  represenutives,  in  and  with  iD  »^r^ 
estate,  as  fully  and  eflectually  as  if  ne^^*^ 
never  been  made,  upon  paymest, «  ^. 
payment,  being  made,  at  any  time  ''^^i 
years  from  the  time  ot  such  sale,  bf  tubpnF 
etor,  or  by  his  heirs,  executors,  or  sdna^i^ 
or  by  anv  other  person,  in  his  or  ^"'"^c 
the  purchaser  of  such  lot  or  part  ^^^'^^j^ 
real  estate,  his  executors  or  adfflisij»^^.^ 
money  actually  paid  by  him  for  ^^^^ 
the  acUition  of  inteieat,  uithenteofuif'^ 
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per  aoaiHn,  to  be  eompotad  from  tke  inno 
le  payment  of  the  said  moDejr  by  sueh  par- 
ler  ;  and  if  sucJi  porobaaer,  hie  execiltors,  or 
iinietrators,  heve  no  known  piece  of  residenee 
lin  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  be  not  to  be 
id  at  such  place  of  residence^  at  the  time  such 
•mpcton  is  desired  to  be  made ;  or  if  soeh  pro- 
tor,  bts  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  or 
other  person  in  his  behalf,  shall  offer  to  pay 
1  money,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  and  snch 
shaser,  his  executors,  or  administrators,  shaU 
ise  to  acept  the  same,  andf^ive  a  soffieieot  re- 
»t  aad  aeqaittance  in  writing  for  the  same, 
way  of  redemption  aforesaid,  then,  and  in 
ry  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
tk  proprietor,  his  heirs,  execniors,  or  adminis- 
ors,  or  other  pmon  in  his  or  their  behalf,  to 
ke  the  redemption  aforesaid,  as  effectually,  bf 
io^  the  said  looney,  with  intereat  asaforeaaid, 
be  clerk  of  the  circoit  court  for  the  connty  of 
lehio^ton;  whose  doty  it  shall  be  lo  make  re* 
t  of  the  same  to  the  said  court,  immedialely» 
n  sesaioo,  otherwise  on  the  first  day  of  session 
n  next  ensuing,  and  to  deposite  the  said  money 
aafe- keeping;  and  pay  the  same  over  to  such 
r chaser,  or  his  legal  representatiTes,  under  the 
eeticmoftbesaideottrt:  Fr^vid^  Thatnolh- 
;  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  tonf- 
:t  the  right  of  any  person  now  entitled,  under 
f  law  heretofore  enacted,  to  receive  any  higher 
other  premium  than  an  interest  of  ten  per  cen- 
n  per  annum,  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  redemption 
any  real  estate,  other  than  vacant  and  uoim- 
ived  lote  herelolbre  sold  for  taates,  noc  to  affect 
e  yeeted  legal  right  of  sneh  person  to  hold  sneb 
il  esiaie  clear  of  such  rtght  of  redewption,  at 
y  time  less  than  two  years  from  the  time  of 
b  sale,  such  legal  right  being  veMed  prior  to 
e  passing  of  this  act;  and  that  the  said  court 
ly  require  sneh  higher  or  other  premium  to  be 
id,  by  the  peraoo  redeeming,  to  the  purchaser. 

any  ease  wherein  it  shall  appear  to  the  said 
furt  that  a  vested  legal  right  to  such  premtnn 
listed  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 
8nc.  8.  Aad  be  itjMker  mwetedj  That  the 
fveral  colleelors  of  the  said  taxes,  or  such  othee 
ficer  of  the  said  corporation  ae  shall  be  ebarged 
rith  the  duty  of  selling  any  sneh  leaJr  estate  for 
see,  shall,  within  ten  days  after  etery  suth  sale, 
ansmit  to  the  elerk  of  the  said  court  an  acen* 
Me  report  in  writing,  eettiied  by  the  elerk  er 
tgister  of  the  said  eorporacion,  comaiolng  a 
artienlar  description  of  the  property  sold,  the 
mount  of  taaee  ferthe  raising  ef  which  it  has 
een  sold,  the  nnmeeand  residence  of  the  person 
•r  persons  to  wiiom  such  property  bdenm  ot  to 
rhom  such  taxes  have  bean  assessed,  and  of  the 
Rirchaser  or  purchasers,  the  asooat  of  the  pur^ 
hace  moaey )  dibtlngniehinghow  nroch  has  been 
letoally  paid,  and  the  clear  surplus,  if  any,  com- 
eg  to  the  proprietor ;  which  report  it  shall  be 
he  duty  of  the  elerk  of  the  said  court  forthwith 
o  record  among  the  land  records  of  the  said 
)eoDiy,  and  the  expenoe  thereof  ehnii  be  paid  by 
the  party  who  redeems  the  same^ 

Approtedr  February  80, 1819. 


An  Ad  providing  oMitieMl  penalties  for  ftlsoenliise 

lor  the  benefit  of  drawbaskf  or  bounty  on  ezporta* 

tion. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  for« 
feitures  and  penalties  heretofore  provided  by  law, 
for  makinff  a  false  entry  with  the  collector  of  any 
district,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback  or  bounty  on  exportation, 
the  person  making  such  fhlse  entry  shall,  (except 
in  the  cases  heretofore  excepted  by  law,)  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  United  Ecates  a  suae  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  articles  mentioned  or  described  in 
such  entry ;  to  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed, 
and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
March^  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine. 

Approved,  February  20, 1810. 


An  Act  fnr  the  relief  of  Thonias  Hail  Jervey. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Hall 
Jefvey,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  one* 
half  of  the  amount  received  by  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner 
the  Lovely  Cbrdelia,  and  of  the  Jatees  and  filixa- 
beth,  and  that  an  amount,  not  exceeding  five  thon- 
sand  dollars,  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  fe 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  net 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  24, 1819. 

An  Act  eoncertting  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  Thottas 

Tomer,  deceased. 

•  Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Cooiraissioners  of 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  pay,  out  of  the  said  fund,  to  the  execu- 
tors of  Thomas  Turner,  deceased,  fof  ihe  beo* 
efit  of  the  heirs  and  legatees  of  the  said  Thomas 
Turner,  deceased,  the  sum  of  one  thouaand  five 
hundred  dollars ;  the  said  sum  being  in  consider- 
ation of  serf  Ices  rendered  by  the  said  Thomas 
Turner,  deceased,  as  accountant  of  the  Navy  De* 
partment,  in  leceiving  and  settling  all  accounts 
respecting  the  said  fund,  and  for  which  .no  con^ 
pensatioo  has  heretofore  been  nwde. 
Approved,  February  24, 1819. 

An  Aaiiwtheaslirf'of:KsnaieenaPflisplh> 

Bi6  Henactkd,  fe.,  That  the  accoim  tf  tt|r«Acera 
of  the  Treasury  Department  be  autborited  and 
diveoted  to  seiile  the  aeeounta  ef  Keasleaifd  Vor- 
syrh,  for  three  aa«les  and  ten  hofnes  which  wove 
lost  In  the  pubMe  ectviee  at  the  ef  aenatien  of 
Chicago  duiiag  the  late  war;  and  that  the  sum 
found  due  to  said  Kencie  arid  Foreyth  be  paid  lo 
them  eet  of  any  unapproprtated  money  ta  the 
Treasury. 

Apppofed,  February  24, 1819. 

An  Act  makiDg  proviiion  for  the  daim  of  M.  Poir^. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  accounting  officers 

of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author* 
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hBMl  to  Itquidiite,  settle,  attd  allow  the  claim  of 
M.  Poiref ,  as  secretary  and  aid-de-eamp  to  Msjor 
General  Lafayette,  during  the  time  of  bis  service, 
in  those  capacities,  in  the  time  of  the  Revola- 
tiooary  war  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  Great  Britain. 
Approved,  February  SM,  1819. 


An  Act  allowing  fiirther  time  to  complete  the  iMning 
and  locattng  of  Military  Land  Wanants. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That  the  authority  granted 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  des- 
ignating, surveying,  and  granting,  the  military 
bounty  lands,  approved  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  making  further  provision 
for  fitting  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  approved  December  tenth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  to  iaane  wnmnts  for 
the  military  land  bounties  to  persons  entitled 
thereto,  shall  be  revived  and  continued  in  force 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. ' 

Sfic.  d.  And  U  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
time  limited  by  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
further  extending  the  time  tor  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved March  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  for  issuing  military  land  warrants, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  the 
time  limited  by  the  said  act  for  the  location  of 
unlocated  military  land  warrants,  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  first  day  of  October  thereafter. 

Approved,  February  S4, 1819. 


An  Ad  making  pfoviaien  for  the  claim  of  If  tde  Vienne. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  aeconntiog  officers 
of  the  War  Department  be,  and  they  are  here> 
bVi  authorized  to  liquidate,  settle,  and  allow  the 
eiaim  of  M.  de  Vienne,  for  the  pay,  appoint- 
ments, and  emoluments  of  lieutenant  colonel,  for 
seven  months'  service  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Ckeat  Britain. 

Approved,  February  84, 1819. 


An  AetaapplMMBlaiyte  the  act,  en(itM.'*An  act 
to  pvovide  lor  the  prempt  aettlement  of  Pubtic  Ae- 
connta.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
Iblcd  day  of  March  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  aeoond  auditor  of  the  Treaaary  to  receive  all 
AiiaetUed  acceonta  arising  out  of  Indian  afDiirs, 
with  the  exceptioa  of  those  appertaining  to  the 
ladian  trade,  and  examine  the  same,  aa4  there- 
after certifv  the  balance,  and  transmit  the  ac- 
counts, witn  the  voucliera  and  oertifioatea,  to  the 
aeeond  comptroller,  for  his  decision  thereon:  Pro- 
videtL  That  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  public  interest  and  conve- 
nience would  be  promoted  by  assigning  all.  or  any 
part  of,  the  said  accounts  to  the  third  auditor,  he 


shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorised  to  natftoel 
assignment  accord ioi^ly. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jur^er  enacted,  IhtuM 
be  the  doty  of  the  auditor  chsrgfd  witli  tbtn* 
aminaiion  of  the  accoonts,  as  aforesaid,  to  h^ 
all  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expeotfiiorrtifl 
the  public  money  in  regard  to  them;  lorRfiit 
from  the  second  eom  pi  roller  the  aeeoam;  vM 
shall  have  been  finally  adjusted,  asd  ropmrm 
such  accounts,  with  the  vouchers  aod  cprtiiiejia 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  toimtt 
make  such  reports  on  the  business  berebfis^ 
ed  to  him,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  mritta 
necessary,  and  require,  from  time  to  liatls?!^ 
service  of  the  War  Department. 

Sbo.  a  And  he  it  fiuriher  enaded,  Tkik 
Treasurer  of  the  Uuited  States shaildi4flt«i 
such  moneys  as  shall  have  been  prerniblfe- 
dered  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  Departmfoifi^ 
the  exception  of  those  relating  to  hdiii  im 
beforemen tinned,  by  warrants  froo  ihtTmsfj- 
which  disbursements  shall  be  made  pmusite 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  oi  Wir,  ii^ 
coontersigned  by  the  second  cumptrolklDdl^ 
gisiered  by  the  second  aod  third  M6\Wf,uikt 
case  may  be. 

Sno.  4.  And  be  ii  Jurlker enaded,  TWm 
much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  t  sopptcstn 
as  is  inconsistent  with  this  act,  be,  tod  the  a* 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  34, 1819. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  to  taiU  i  ^ 
over  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Petoaise.  ktveestit; 
Tenth  aad  Twelfth  atreets  Esst,  is  the  Ci?  < 
Washington. 

Beit  enacted, ^^  That  the followinf/K^^ 
viz:  William  Prout,  William  Mtrbirf^>«^ 
N.  SmaUwood,  Timothy  Wtoa,aadi^i;]J|<'' 
say,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  aod  iR  ^^^' 
conatituted  a  board  of  Gommis9io8eii.*t^>f| 
power  and  authority  to  open,  or  ^'^^^ 
opened,  books  for  receiving  and  eoitnof  ^^P* 
tions,  for  raising  a  capital  stock,  sot  eiemiN 
twenty-five  thonaaoil  dollars,  is  shsrcc  oi «« 
hundred  dollars  eaeh,  for  the  piirpow^^f^"^ 
a  bridge  between  Bleveoth  aad  TvelfiktfR« 
Aaat,  in  the  City  of  Washiogtoa,  orer  ilw  K^ 
emBraach,  to  the  moat  coovenieDi Uudis;" 
the  opposite  shore,  and  making  saeb  ^wvj^ 
denul  works,  and  defiaying  soeh  ciihtt»^ 
expenses,  as  shall  he  required  by  ^»  '^ 
deemed  necessary  or  expedteat  bf  (A'^'V' 
hereiaafter  named ;  the  time,  ^•dM*^'^ 
of  receiving  and  entering  such  sabscipu**^ 
aaeeruined  by  the  said  boaid  of  coo^^"^^ 
and  duly  advertiaed  in  such  Devspapefii^^'' 
may  deem  expedient:  Pr^Med,  '^^'^'^Z, 
to  be  fixed  upon,  bv  the  said  board  o(  eo^»^ 
aioners,  for  opening  books  for  res^^"^^!u^ 
scriptions,  shall  be  on  or  before  t^^^'^^ti 


day  in  March  next;  and  that  oosubfcipt'^^^j 
be  reoeived,  unleas.tbe  sumof  teo  ^^^^^^\^^,i 


paid  into  the  hands  of  the  penK»«oi''^, 
I  receive  the  same,  on  each  share  snbsertK^ 
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Sec.  2.  Andbeiijurtherenaciedj  That,  when- 
er  two  hundred  of  the  said  shares  shait  be  sob* 
ribed  for,  all  persoDs  who  may  then  be,  or  there* 
ter  may  become,  the  aetoal  holders  or  proprietors 
shares  in  the  said  capital  stock,  either  as  sab- 
ribers  for  the  same,  or  as  the  legal  represenia- 
res,  successors,  or  assignees,  of  such  subscribers, 
all  be,  and  ihey  are  hereby,  made  and  created 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and 
^le  of  *^  The  Navy  Yard  Bridge  Company;" 
id  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead 
id  be  impleaded,  and  do  and  suffer  all  acti.  mat- 
rs,  and  things,  which  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
»rate  may  lawfully  do  and  suffer;  and  mav 
ive  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  may  break 
id  alter  at  pleasure,  and  may  make  all  by-laws, 
lies,  and  regulations,  and  ordinances,  for  the 
lod  government  of  said  company,  and  for  car- 
ing ioto  effect  the  objects  of  their  institution,  so 
at  such  by-laws,  rules,  regulations,  and  ordi- 
iDces,  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the 
nited  States  in  force  withia  the  District  of  Co- 
mbia. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  Jitrther  miacted,  That  afr  all 
ectlons  for  directors  and  officers  of  said  com- 
my,  each  and  every  membt*r  of  the  said  corn- 
any  shall  be  entitled  to  as  many  votea  as  he  or 
le  may  hold  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
irapany,  and  may  vote  by  proiy,  executed  under 
leir  bauds  and  seals,  in  the  presence  of  two  wit<< 
esses ;  and  that  when  two  hundred  of  the  said 
tares  shall  be  subscribed  for^  as  aforesaid,  or  as 
)oii  after  as  may  be,  the  t«id  board  of  commis- 
ioners  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  company,  al 
>me  conveoient  place  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
in.  giving  at  least  three  weekb'  notice  thereof, 
y  public  advertisement,  in  one  or  more  news* 
apers  published  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
nd  the  raid  company  shaU  then  and  there  elec^ 
y  ballot,  five  directors  and  a  treasurer,  and  such 
ther  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  as  the  corn- 
any  may  think  fit  to  appoint ;  and  as  soon  there* 
fter.as  a  board  of  direcKirs  shall  be  formed, ibey 
hall  elect  one  of  their  body  tO'  he  president  of 
he  said  board  of  dtreciofs ;  and  all  the  powers, 
utbority,  and  duties,  whatsoever,  by  this  act 
'ested  in  the  said  board*  of  etmimissioners,  shall 
tease  and  determine,  aad  thenceforward  become 
rcst«>d  in  the  president  and  directors  for  the  time 
»eiog  of  the  KMd  company  ;  aad  the  said  board 
>f  commissioners  shall  account  to  the  president 
md  directors  of  the  said  company,  at  their  fisst 
neeting}  fbr  all  moneys  received  by  them  or  their 
igents,  on  account  of  subscriptions,  and  shall 
immediately  pay  over  the  same  to  the  treasurer 
>f  said  eompany.  And  the  said  directors  and 
treasurer  shall  bold  their  offices  uotil  the  first 
Tuesday  In  October  ii«xt,  and  luuil  a  new  elec- 
tion fthaU  be  made  by  the  company;  And  there 
&hall  be  holdenon  that  day,  and/anaually  there- 
after, on  every  first  Ttiesday  in  Oeiober,  a  meet- 
ing of  the  said  company,  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing five  directors  and  a  treasurer,  and  other 
officers  and  agents,  as  aforesaid. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  U  Jurthtr  enacted,  That  the 
said  shares  shall  be  negotiable  aad  transferraUe 


from  one  to  another,  b]r  assignments  in  writing, 
executed  before  two  witnesses,  at  least,  and  au- 
thenticated and  registered,  as  the  said  company 
may  prescribe  and  direct  in  their  by-laws  and 
regulations,  and  shall  be  deemed  personal,  and 
not  real,  ^property ;  and  that  the  shares  held  by 
any  individual  shall  be  liable  to  be  attached,  or 
taken  bv  fieri  facias,  to  satisfy  the  debts  due  from 
such  individual,  in  like  manner  as  other  personal 
property  may  be. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  UJurtherenactedy  That  a  meet- 
inff  of  the  said  eompany  may,  at  any  time,  be 
called,  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  a  majority  of  the  directora  of 
the  company,  for  the  time  being,  and  by  one- 
third  of  the  members  of  the  said  company,  or  by 
the  proprietors  of  one-third  of  the  shares  actually 
subscribed  for,  or  the  legal  representatives  or  pro- 
prietors :  Provided,  hmtever,  That  no  meeting 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  legal  or  valid,  un- 
less a  quorum  shall  be  formed,  consisting  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  said  company,  or  of 
the  proprietors  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  number 
of  shares  actually  subscribed  for,  their  legal  rep* 
reseotatives,  successors,  or  proxies,  nor  uiuess  tna 
time  of  such  meeting  be  previously  advertised, 
for  three  weeks  successively,  in  one  or  mora* 
gasettes  ia  the  District  of  Columbia ;  aad  the 
said  company  shall  have  power,  at  aay  meeting 
legally  called  and  constituted  in  pursuanee  or 
this  act,  to  displace  any  of  their  directors  or  offi- 
cers, abd  to  supply,  by  a  new  election,  ail  vacan- 
cies that  may  happen  among  the  directors  or  offi- 
cers of  the  company ;  and  a  majority  of  the  safai 
direetors  may  provisionally  supply,  by  ibcir  own 
election,  any  vacancies  that  may^  happen  among 
the  number  of  directors,  or  among  the  number 
of  the  officers  of  the  company;  and  the  person 
so  elected,  by  the  said  directors,  may  continue 
in  office  till  the  next  legal  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany. 

.  Sao.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  by.  instalments 
oi  ten  dollars,  at  such  time  as  the  said  company 
shall  direct ;  and  in  case  any  ioatalmentor  install 
ments  shall  not  be  paid  at  the  time  appointed  by 
the  said  company,  or  within  ten  daya  thereafter, 
the  same  .may  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  the 
savd. company,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the 
peaee^  if  the  amount  due  shall  not  excacd  twenty 
dollars,  and  if  the  svm  so  due  shall  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  same  .maj  be  reeovered  by 
motion  in  the  nameof  the  said  eompany,  on  ten 
days'  notice,  in  aav  court  of  record  in  the  county 
or  district  where  the  debtor  should  be  found ;  and 
in  all  such  warrants  and  motions^  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  of  the  said  company,  authenticated  br 
the  president,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said 
company,  shall  be  conclasive  evideace  of  the 
defmdanl's  being  a  member  of  the  company, 
and  prima  faeie  evidence  of  the  amount  duo  on 
the. shares  held  by  such  defendant;  and  if  such 
instalment  be  not  paid  withia  sixty  days  after 
the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  the  same, 
and  advertisement  for  four  weeks,  successively, 
in  one  or  mote  newspapers  published  in  the  Dia- 
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tf iet  of  Colombm,  tke  prviideBt  tod  diraeton  of 
the  said  eompany^  may^  proceed  to  forfeit,  for  the 
ate  of  the  companf ,  the  share  or  shares  of  the 
persoo  or  persoos  so  fatlioe  to  pay. 

Bbo.  7.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enaOed,  That  the 
said  eompany  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author* 
ixed  cod  empowered  to  erect  and  balfd,  or  cause 
to  be  erected  and  boilt,  orcr  the  Eastern  Bfanch, 
betweea  BleTcoth  and  Twelfth  streets  Bast,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  the  land  of  William 
Marbury,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  said  Bast- 
ern  Braoeb,  a  good  and  safficient  bridge,  at  least 
twenty-€re  feet  wide,  of  sound  and  suitable  ma^ 
teriais,  and  in  all  respects  adequate  for  the  pas* 
saippe  of  trayellers.  horaes,  cattle,  and  carriMos, 
wilh  a  secnre  railing  on  each  aide,  at  least  four 
feet  high. 

Sbo.  8.  A$td  be  it  JUrtker  enacMf  That  the 
said  company  shall  eaasa  to  be  bath,  and  maia- 
taioed  in  good  repair,  a  eonTcotent  and  safllcieDt 
draw,  or  passage  way,  at  least  thirty  feat  wide. 
■I  the  said  bridge,  over  the  main  channel  of  the 
Btaoeh,  for  the  passing  and  repassiiig  of  vessels 
by  day  and  by  night*  And  the  said  company 
shall,  at  their  own  cost,  and  without  tell,  oaose 
the  said  draw  or  passage  oray  to  be  heisted,  or 
removed,  ortthoat  delay,  for  the  passage  of  all 
voBseie  wii4k  masts,  that  are  aoAble  to  pass  under 
the  same ;  aad  if,  throogh  the  unskilfalneas  or  neg- 
ligenee  of  the  person  or  persons  emnloyed  by  the 
said  company,  to  hoist  or  Yeraove  the  said  draw, 
atay  vessel  shall  be  unjostly  or  unreasonably  hin- 
dered or  delayed,  or  shall  be  damaged  in  her  hull, 
spars,  or  riggiag,  in  passing  the  said  draw,  the 
said  company  shall  be  liable  to  the  master,  or 
the  owner  or  owners,  of  such  vessel,  for  dam- 
ages, at  the  rate  of  six  cents  per  ton  c^  such 
vessel^  for  each  and  every  hour  sueh  vessel  shall 
be  hindered  or  delayed,  and  for  all  damages  in 
her  hull,  masts,  and  rigging,  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
ascertained  and  recovered,  in  a  special  action  on 
Ihe  cose,  in- any  eeort  of  competent  jorisdieitoo. 

Saa  0.  AMd  be  iifiuiher  enmotedf  That  as 
iooathe  said  bridge  shall  be  elected  and  hailt, 
dad  eompleied  as  repaired  bv  thta.  act,  the  said 
eompany  ahnll  be  entitlod  to  demand  and  reotive, 
by  their  proper  agents^  servants,  or  ofioers,  tolls  at 
the  foliowtag  ratee,  vis :  For  each  foot  paosenger, 
three  cents ;  for  each  person  and  a  horae^  six  and 
ane»^atrter  of  a  cent  j  for  carriages,  wagons^  or 
emrts^  sevon  cents  for  eaeh  wheel,  and  three  eeoto 
for  each  horse,  muie^or  ox,  drawing  the  same;  for 
every  other  horse  or  mole,  three  oencs ;  for  canle^ 
Ihtee  cents  per  head ;  for  h<^  nnd  ^heep,  two 
cents  each:  /VolwM,  Thatna^toHshoH  beexaotvd 
at  the  aaid  bridge,  for  the  passage  of  any  wagoa 
fv  carnage  laden  with  the  property  of  the  United 
States^  or  for  the  drivers. thereof,  or  for  the  paesage 
ofiany  ivoops  of  the  United  States,  or  the  miliua 
9(f  mj  Btaie,  or  of  ihe  District  of  Colombia, 
momhing  in  a  body,  or  any  cannon,  or  military 
eooipmeals  belonging  to  the  Unitnd  States:  Pro- 
mlimi  aim,  That  if  the  number  of  two  hundred 
shares  shall  not  be  subscribed  within  one  year 
from  the  time  of  opeaing  subsoriptioo  books  by 
thecommissioaers,  as  her? iobefoie  directed ;  or  if 


the  said  bridge  he  set  eeedei  aad  biih, a^fo^ 
nished  nad  compfoted,  by  this  act,  wiihthet 
years  from  and  after  the  Ant  day  of  Oetobnnt; 
or  if  it  should  reomio,  at  aay  tioM  theraia, 
so  out  of  repair,  for  two  years,  as  tobeuaieh 
travelling  i  i  hen,  and  in  tbat  case,  sU  the  povai 
authcirity,  privilegos,  omolomeoti^  tsd  insM- 
ties,  whatsoever,  by  this  act  greeted  to  mi  ne- 
pany,  shall  cease  and  determine,  aad  doll  koat 
absototely  forfeited. 
Approved,  February  84, 1819. 


An  Act  to  regnkte  the  pay  of  the  Adbj  tk  a* 
ployed  on  fetigae  dotj. 

BeUenaekdt^  That,  whenever  it  M  h 
found  expedient  to  employ  the  amy  at  vsta 
fortifications,  in  sorveys,  in  cnttisf  mh  vi 
other  constant  lobon  of  not  less  tins  m  itp. 
the  non*eommiasioned  eftceri,  iMMeiui,  ui 
privates,  so  employed,  shall  be  ailowd  l/m 
cents,  and  an  extra  gill  of  whiskey  er  tiub,mi 
per  day,  while  so  employed. 

Approved,  iiaiah  2^  ISlih 


An  Act  regulating  passengsr  skip  taAmk 

Be  it  gjiarted,  fft,  That  if  tke  Bauere*^ 
persoa  on  board  of  any  ahip  or  vend,  ovid  ■ 
the  whole  or  in  part  by  a  citixen  or  eitinos  s 
the  United  Stales,  or  the  Territoiiei  tbeteot, « 
by  a  suhjeet  or  subjeots,  citiseB  si  eitaat « 
any  foreign  eoontry,  ahull,  after  tke  im  ^r<t 
January  next,  take  on  board  of  satiiikiie  ns- 
sel,  at  any  foreign  port  or  place,  or  •hell  ki^f 
convey  into  the  United  Sutes,  or  tkeToriiMa 
thereof,  from  nay  foreign  port  or  plsec;  or  w 
carry,  ooovey,  or  transport,  from  the  I^e" 
Sutes,  or  the  Terrltoriea  thereof,  toitfM|B 
port  or  plaee,  a  mater  ntmber  of  pswuf""* 
two  for  evory  ttve  tone  of  suck  ship  « *"^ 
aeeording  to  eoetom-hooee  measaicnoijefe^ 
sueh  maator,  or  other  person  so  •'^^i 
the  owner  or  ownese  oi  each  skiporreffLi^ 
severally  forfeit  aad  pay  to  the  Uaiied8ate« 
sum  of  ooe  houdred  and  fifty  dollars  w  «» 
aad  every  pamruger  so  tukeu  oa  bend  « lai 
ship  or  veeeel  over  aad  above  tke  afeieaut** 
her  of  two  to  every  five  tons  of  sachihiF^.'^ 
eel ;  to  be  recovered  by  suit,  ia  any  tmvA  • 
district  court  of  the  United  Statea,  vie*  ^ 
said  vessel  may  eieiee,  or  wbere  the  ee"»  * 
ownere  uforasaid  may  reeidei  PrOlM,^''^ 

SThat  nothing  in  this  act  skall  ht^^ 
y  to  the  eomplement  of  mea  ^^''^ 
Murfly  employed  la  oavigatiag  fwk  f^ 

Baa.iL  AtidbeU/m1km'eamted,W'j^ 

aumber  of  passengers  so  tnhea  oa  ^^rJZ 
vessel  as  aforesaid,  or  eoaveyed  v^^ 
\  United  iStates,  or  transported  w^ 
ae  aforesaid,  shall  exceed  the  said  P>*P^u 
two  to  every  five  tons  of  socb  *^^P.^J^tJl 
tbe  number  of  twenty  pusseogen^ '"  *!!!2aBd 
every  such  ahip  or  vessel  skall  be  deea^  , 
taken  to  be  foWeited  to  the  Uoited  B^^ 


or 
into  the 
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I  all  be  proseeoted  and  distribated  in  tbe  nme 
Bnner  in  which  tbe  forfeitures  and  penaltie<  are 
covered  and  distributed  under  the  provisions  of 
e  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  the  eollec- 
on  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnaffe.'' 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  every 
ip  or  vessel  bound  on  a  voyage  from  the  United 
lates  to  any  port  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  at 
e  tioie  of  leaving  tbe  last  port  whence  such 
ip  or  vessel  shall  sail,  shall  have  on  board,  well 
cured  under  deck,  at  least  sixty  gallons  of  water, 
le  hundred  pounds  of  salted  provisions,  one  gaU 
n  of  vinegar,  and  one  hundred  pounds  of  wbole- 
me  ship  bread,  for  each  and  every  passenger 
I  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  over  and  aoove  such 
her  provisions^  stores,  and  live  stock,  as  may  be 
It  on  board  by  such  master  or  passenger  for 
eir  use,  or  that  of  the  crew  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
l ;  and  in  like  proportion  for  a  shorter  or  longer 
>yage;  and  if  tbe  passen^^rs,  on  board  of  such 
lip  or  ▼fssel  in  which  the  proportion  of  provis- 
os herein  directed  shall  not  have  been  provided, 
lall  at  any  time  be  put  on  short  allowance,  in 
ater,  flesh,  vinegar,  or  bread,  during  any  voyage 
'oresaid,  the  master  and  owner  of  such  ship  or 
essel  shall  severally  pay  to  each  and  every  pas- 
loger  who  shall  have  been  put  on  short  allow- 
ice  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  for 
leh  and  every  day  they  may  have  been  on  such 
lort  allowance;  to  be  recovered  in  the  same 
lanner  as  seamen's  wages  are,  or  may  be,  re- 
>vered. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
iptain  or  master  of  any  ship  or  vessel  arriving 
I  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Territories 
lereof,  from  any  foreign  place  whatever,  at  the 
ime  time  that  he  delivers  a  manifest  of  the  car- 
0,  and,  if  there  be  no  cargo,  then  at  tbe  time  of 
taking  report  or  entry  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  pur- 
aant  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States, 
iall  also  deli? er  and  report,  to  the  collector  or 
le  district  in  which  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  ar- 
Ive,  a  list  or  manifest  of  all  the  passengers  taken 
n  board  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel  at  any  foreign 
ort  or  place;  in  which  list  or  manifest  it  shall 
e  the  duty  of  the  said  master  to  designate,  par- 
icularly,  the  age,  sex,  and  occupation  of  the  said 
assengers,  respectively,  the  country  to  which 
liey  severallv  belong,  and  that  of  which  it  is  their 
itention  to  become  inhabitants;  and  shall  fur- 
ber  set  forth  whether  any.  and  what  number, 
ave  died  on  the  voyage;  wnich  report  and  man- 
fest  shall  be  sworn  to  by  the  said  master^  in  the 
ame  manner  as  Is  directed  bv  the  existing  laws 
f  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  manifest 
»f  the  cargo;  and  tnat  the  refusal  or  neglect  of 
he  ouster  aforesaidi  to  comply  with  the  provis- 
ons  of  this  section,  shall  incur  the  same  penal- 
ies,  disabilities,  and  forfeitures,  as  are  at  present 
)rovided  for  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  report  and  de- 
iver  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
ind  every  collector  of  the  customs,  to  whom  such 
nauifest  or  list  of  passengers  as  aforesaid  shall 
)e  delivered,  shall,  quarter-yearly,  return  copies 
hereof  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
15lh  Cow.  %iL  Sess.— 79 


States,  by  whom  statements  of  the  same  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  each  and  every  ses- 
sion. 
Approved,  March  2,  1819. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama  Territory 
to  form  a  coastitQtion  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  inhabitanu  of  the 
Territory  of  Alabama  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  to  assume  such  name 
as  they  may  deem  proper ;  and  that  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, when  formed  into  a  State,  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  territory  in- 
cluded within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit : 
Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  thirty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  intersects  the  Perdido  river; 
thence,  eaat,  to  tbe  weatem  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Cleorgia;  thence,  along  said  line,  to  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ; 
thence,  west,  along  said  boandary  line,  to  the  Ten- 
nessee river;  thence,  op  tbtf  same,  to  the  mouth 
of  Bear  creek;  thence,  by  a  direct  line,  to  the 
northwest  comer  of  Washington  county;  thence^ 
due  south,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  thence,  east- 
wardly,  including  all  islands  within  six  leagues 
of  the  shore,  to  the  Perdido  river;  and  thence, 
op  the  same,  to  the  b^inning. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  tbe  duty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  the  sur? eyor  of  the  public  lands  In  the  Ala- 
bama Territory,  to  run  and  cut  out  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  State  of  Mississippi  and 
the  State  to  be  formed  of  the  Alabama  Territory ; 
and  if  it  should  appear  to  said  surveyors,  that  so 
much  of  said  line  designated  in  the  preceding 
section,  running  due  sooth,  from  the  northwest 
comer  of  Washington  county  to  the  Qulf  of 
Mexico,  will  encroach  on  the  icounties  of  Waj^ne, 
Green,  or  Jackson,  in  said  State  of  Mississippi, 
then  the  same  shall  be  so  altered  ts  to  run  in  a 
direct  line  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Wash- 
ington coonty  to  a  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
ten  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pasca- 
goula. 

Seo.  4.  And  he  ii  further  enacted,  That  all 
white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  hare  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  yters, 
and  have  resided  in  said  Territory  three  months 
previoos  to  the  day  of  election,  and  all  persons 
having,  in  other  respects,  the  legal  qualifications 
to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  said  Territory,  be,  and  th«y  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  choose  representatives  to  form  a 
constitution,  who  shall  be  appointed  among  the 
several  counties  as  follows : 

From  tbe  county  of  Madison,  eight  representa- 
tives. 

From  the  county  of  Monroe,  four  representa* 
tives* 
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Fraia  the  comiif  of  Bloont,  tbree  represenia- 
tives. 

Prom  the  county  of  Limestone,  three  repre- 
sentatives. 

From  the  connty  of  Shelby,  two  representa- 
ti?es^ 

From. the  countyof  MootfiCMmery, two  repre- 
seniativef. 

From  the  couniy  of  WashanglODi  tnw^  reprt- 
seAtatives. 

From-  the  coaoty.  of  Tqsealoosa,  two  repre* 
sentatiTes. 

From  the  county  of  Lawrencei  two  .representa- 
tives, 

Fxom  the  county  of:  Franklin,  two  representa- 
tives. 

From  the  county  .of  CoUopi  two  representa- 
tlvcs. 

From  the  county  of  Clark>  two  representaT 
tlves.. 

From  the  county  of  Baldwin,  one  representa- 
tize. 

Fxom. the  couaty  of  Gaw^iauhai  one  repreaeair: 
ative. 

From  the  cpunty.of  Cooec«b,  one  repr(is«nt|k- 
tive. 

From  the,  coumy  of  Dallas^  one  representa" 
tire* 

From  the  county  of  Marengcb  om  representa^ 
tiye. 

From,  the  coQuty  of  Maripu,  one  n|u;eseiita<- 
tire. 

From  the  county  of  htebile^  one  r^veaenUr'^ 
iil»e. 

From  the  oouAty  of  Lauderdala,.oi\e  represent- 
ative* 

From  th<^  eoanty  of  St.  Clair,  o^e  repreeeBte^ 
tire. 

From  the  eonMy  of  Autauga,  one  represent- 
ative. 

And  the  election,  for  thq  repreaeatartives  afove^ 
said  shall  be  holdeu  on  the  first  Mood^y  and 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  throughout  the  seTeial 
counM^  in  the  said  Territoryi  and  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  maiiQi^r,.aud  upder  the  same 
regulntjons^.as  prescribed  by  the  lawSrpf  the.said 
Territory,  regulating  eleetions  thereia  for.  the 
nimhefs  of  the  House  of  B«presentativeB. 

OMQ,  &  4nd  fre  it  fitrit^r  muKteit  That  the 
meoAbefs  of  the  convention,  thus  duly  elected, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  meet  at 
the.towutof.  Hunuvillei  on  the  first  Mond^  in 
July  ne^t;  which,  opavention,  when  met,  shaU 
fir^  determi^^  by  a  niiuority  of  ,the  whole  amo- 
ber,  elected,,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  expedient  at 
that  time,  to  form  a  constitution  and. otat^^^v;- 
e^nmeot  for  the  people  withiii  the  said  Territo- 
ry; And  if  it  be:determiued  to  be  expedient,  the 
coAjeotjoa. shall  be,  aad  hereby  are, authorized 
to  foxm  a  constitbtion  and  Suto  gpverament: 
Provided,  That  the  sajpne,  when  formed,  shall  be 
republican,  and  not  repugnant  toihe  principles 
of  the  ordinance  of  tbe  thirteenth  of  July,  oue 
thousand  seven  hundred  aad  eighty-seven,  be- 
tw£^  the  people  and  Ghatea.  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  so  far  as  the  same 


haa  been  extended  to  the  aaid  Tecritory,  k  tkt 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  Uaited  Sates 
and  the  State  of  Qeorgiai  or  of  the  Constitaska 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  A$MlbtU  fiaiherenacUdf  That  the  fd- 
lowing  propositions^  b^  and  the  same  are  herebf 
offered  to  the  convention  of  the  said  Territory  of 
Alabama,  when  formed,  for  their  free  acceptaace 
or  rejection,  which,  if  accepted  bj  theconveasioa, 
shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

First.  That  tbe  section  numbered  sixteea  ia 
every  township,  and  when  such  section  hsshea 
sold,  granted,  or  disposed  oi^  other  lands  eqaira- 
lent  tnereto,  and  most  contiguous  to  theaac^ 
shall  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  socb  lowo- 
sbips  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Second.  That  all  salt  springs  within  tbeaid 
Territory,  and  tbe  lands  reserved  for  the  use  gC 
the  same,  together  with  such  other  lands  as  naj, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  deem^ 
necessary  and  proper  for  working  the  saJi  ait 
springs,  not  ezceeding[  in  the  whole  the  qoiflUiy 
contained  in  thirty-six  entire  sections.  ffaaU  w 
granted  to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  ot  the  ^eih 
pie  of  the  said  States  the  rsame  to  he  used,  aa^er 
such  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations^  si  U» 
Legislature  of  the  said.  State  shall  direct:  IVs- 
Pided^  The  said  Legislature  shall  never  seU,wt 
lease  the  same  for  a  longer  term,  than  tea  yean 
at  an^  oike  time. 

Third.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  lying  within  the  said  Territorv,  sad 
which  sbfll  be  sold  by  Copgresa  from  aad  ifcer 
the  first  day  of  Septeoiber,  in  the  year  ooe  {j»a* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  alter  deiDcnfig 
all  expenses  incident  to  the^ame,  shall  be  reserrsi 
for  making  public  roads,  canals,  aad  iaipniiag 
the  navigation  of  rivers,  of  which  three-fift^ 
shall  be  applied. to  those  objects  withia  t^  aid 
State,  under  the  direction  of    the  L^fiihtaie 
thereof^  and  two-fifths  lo  the  nuLking  oft  rsad  or 
roads  leading  to  the  said  State,  onder  the  diiec* 
tion  of  Congress. 

Fourth.  That  thirtyrsix  sections,  or  oaeeatire 
township,  to  be  designated  by  the  Sccrctuy  of 
the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,,  togetiier  with  tbe  oae 
heretofore  .reserved  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  re- 
served for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  sad 
vested  in  the  Leffislatuie  of  the  said  Sute,  to  be 
appropriated  solelv  to  the  use  of  such  sesaiaaiy 
by  the  said  Legislature.  And  the  Secreury  m 
the  , Treasury,  under  the  direction  as  aforesiM^, 
may  r^rve  the  seventyrtwo  sections,  or  tvo 
townships,  hereby  set  apart  for  the  sapport  of  a 
seminiMiy  of  learning,  in  small  tracts:  rrrnM^ 
That  no  tract  shall  consist  of  less  thaa  tvo  set* 
lions:  And vrovided^  cdwoi^  That  ihenidcoa- 
vention  shall  provide,  by  an  ordinance  inevoct* 
ble  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  tbat 
the  people  inhabiting  the  said  Territory  do  agree 
and  declafe  tbat  they  forever  disolaim  all  ri^t 
to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  lands  iying  witSia 
the  said  Territory  \  and  tbat  the  same  shsil  be 
and  remain  at  tbe  sole  and  entire  dispositioa  of 
the  United  States  ^  and  moreover^  tha^t  eackand 
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'try  traot  of  kmd  sold  by  the  United  Statee 
ter  the  first  day  of  September,  io  the  yetr  one 
onsftnd  eight  hvndred  and  oiaeteeo.  shall  be 
id  remam  excttipt  from  aav  tax  laid  pf  the  or- 
HT,  or  QDdcff  the  atithortty  oi  the  State,  whether 
r  StBtOy  coanty,  township,  parish,  or  aoy  other 
irpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from 
id  after  the  respeoitye  days  of  the  sales  thereof; 
kd  tb«t  the  leads  belonghig  to  cittzens  of  the 
Dited  Statesi  rcsidioff  witbio  the  said  State, 
ail  never  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  be- 
nging  to  persons  residing  therein;  and  that  no 
X  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the 
nited  Stales;  and  that  all  narigable  waters 
ithin  the  said  Slate  shall  forever  remain  poblie 
ghways,  free  to  the  citizens  of  said  State  and 

the  United  States,  without  any  tax,  doty,  im<» 
«t,  Off  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  said  State. 
Ssc.  ?•  MAh^  ajurther  enacted^  That  in 
stt  of  a  section  of  land,  provided  to  be  reserved 
r  the  seat  of  government  of  the  said  Territory, 
r  aD  act,  eatiued  *^  An  act  respecting  the  snr^ 
lyiog  aad  sale^of  tha^pitbtie  lande  i»  the  Alaba- 
a  Teiviievy^''  theie  be  granted  to  the  sai4  Slate, 
r  the  sent  ef  the  goverameai  thereof,  a  tiact  of 
ad  cofitaiaing'  uianiea  hfattdKed  and  twenty aerei^ 
id  consiniag  of  saadry  fractions  and  a  quarter 
etion,  ia  sectianatbinyMsneaad  diktiy«tivo,  in 
iwoahifi  steteea,  aad  raoge  ten,  aad  in  seetiooe 
re  andsia^  iatowaihi^- fifteen,  aad  range  tea, 
td  in  seatidna  tweaty^nine  aad-  thirty,  in  th» 
me  township  and  range,  lying  on^  both  sides  of 
le  AtaAwma'aild  Cahawba  rivers,  and  Inelndiog 
le  month  of  the  river  Cabaarba)  and  wAleh  here^- 
ifore  baa  bean  reaerved^from  wibliesale,  by  order 
i  the  Presidant  of  the  United  States^' 

Sao.  8w  ifwdbet^yUrMerenoeted/That,  antii 
le  next  ffeaenl  censes  shall  be  taken,  the  said 
tate  shall  be  entitled  toooerepveseatativeiothe 
Eooee  of  Represeafatives  of  the  Uaited  Stater. 

Sfic.  9.  And  be^  it  Jurtktt  ttmcM^  That,  ii^ 
ise  the  said  convention  shall  form  a  coasticaiion 
Bd  Sute  aeeemment  for  the  people  >af  the  Ter- 
torf  of  AMama,  the  said  coaveotiooy' aa 'soon 
lereafieraamay'be^  sbattcaase  a  tieieand>  attest-* 
I  eopyef  ^acbodnsiitaiieDor  frattie  of  govern* 
leat  as  sfaatti  be  framed  ofi  pnMrided,  to  be  thms^ 
litted  toCoogsesafoc  its  approbation. 

Approved,  Biarch  2, 1619/ 


upwards,  liceased  to  trade  betweea  the  diffinreai 
districu  of  the  United  States,  shall  be,  and  is  here* 
by,  authorized  to  carry  on  such  trade  between 
the  districts  included  within  tbe  aforesaid  great 
districts,  respectively,  and  betareen  a  State  ia 
one,  and ,  another  adjoining  State  in  aaothet 
great  district,  in  manner,  and  subject  only  to  the 
regulations  that  are  now  by  law  reqoircNd  to  be 
omerved  by  such  ships  or  vesseb,  in  trading  from 
one  district  to  another  in  the  same  State,  or  from 
a  district  in  one  State  to  a  district  in  the  next  ad** 
joining  State,  anvthing  in  any  law  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sio.  3.  And  6e  it  JuHk&r'enadedi  That  every 
ship  or  vessel,  of  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or  up» 
wards,  licensed  to  trade  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and* 
is  hereby,  required,  in  trading  from  one  to  another 
great  district,  other  than  between  a  State  in  one; 
end  an  adjoining  State  in  another  great  distriet, 
to  conform  to  and  observe  the  regutaiions  that,'  at 
the  time  of  passing  this  act,  are  required  to  be 
observed  by  such  veseelB  ia  tradinjg  from  a  dis^ 
triot  in  one  StaKe  to  a  diMrkst  in  any  ^thir  thiH 
an  adjoining  State. 

Sao.  4.  AHd  be  it  Junker  enaoM,  Thaetbe 
trade  between  the  districts  not  ineladed  in  either 
of  the  two  great  distrioia  aforesaid,  shall  continqe 
to  be  carried  on' in  the  manner,  and  sabjeei  to  the* 
regulations  already  provided  ior  this  purpose. 

Sao.  5.  ilfid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thie 
act  sbair  eOdNuence  and  be  in  force  from  and  af* 
ter  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next  after  tbe  pase^ 
iog:  thereof. 

Appre^ed,  Bfarch  8, 18t9. 


in  Act  supplementsry  to  the  acts  coneeraing  the 

Coasting  Trade. 

Be  itenojUedf^Q^  That,  for  the  more  eon  veal- 
at  regelatioa  of  the  coast  iog  trade,  the  seacoast 
ad  navigable  rivers  of  the  uaited  Slates  be,  and 
lereby  are,  divided  into  twe  great  districts  s  tbe 
irst;  to  inciude*all  the  distrMHeon  theeeaeoast 
ind  navigable  rivers|  betweea  the  eastern  limiu 
i{  tbe  United  States  and  the  soathen  limits  of 
Georgia;  and  the  secood/to  include  all  the  die- 
ricts  on  the  seacoast  and  navigable  rivers,  be- 
ween  tbe  river  Perdidh  and  the  western  limits- of 
he  Uaited  Sutes. 

Saa  2.  And  be  UJuriker  enMt^d^  That  every 
ihipor  vesseli  of  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or 


An. Act  to  establish  s  separate  Tenritorisl  Qotarnmeat 
in  the  southern  part  of  tbe  Teiritory  of  Mtssonri. 

Be  it  emcted,  f&,  That,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  4ay  of  July  next,  all  that  nart  of  the  Terri* 
tory  of  MtaKMiri  which  lies  south  of  a  line  begtn- 
aiag  on  the  Miiuissippi  river,  al  thirty-six  degrece 
north  latitude^  running  thenee  west  to  the  riverSr4; 
Praufois;  thence,  up  the  same,  to  thirly^sik  de<* 
grees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude;  aad  thekice^ 
west,  to  tbe  western  bouadary  line;  shnll,fdr  the 
purposes  of  a  territorial  gevernmeiit,  eonstitvtem" 
ieparate  Territory,  and  be  called  the  ArTranani' > 
territory. 

;  S^o.  2.  And  be  it  further  etfocM;  Tbdt  there 
$hall  beeitablished  m  the  said  Territory  of  Ar«^' 
kan^s,  a  temporary  government,  to  consist  ol 
three  departmeats,the  fizecutive,tAe  Legislative,: 
end  the  Judiciary.  % 

Sea  a  And  6r  it  fmiher  enatM,'  That  the 
executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Qovernor^ 
who  shall  reside  in  the  said  Territory,  and  sball 
hold  his  office  during  three  JTMrs,  unless  soener ' 
removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
he  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia 
of  said  Territory,  shall  have  power  to  anpotnt 
and  commission  all  officers  required  by  law  td 
be  appointed  for  said  Territory,  whose  appoint^ 
meats  are  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  this  aot^ 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe« 
cuted ;  sball  have  power  to  grant  pardoaa  fof 
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offences  ageiDst  the  said  Territory,  aod  reprieves 
for  those  agaiost  the  Uotted  States,  until  the  de- 
cision of  the  President  thereon  shall  hare  been 
made  known  \  shall,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
hare  power  to  conreoe  the  General  Assembly, 
hereinafter  prorided  for,  after  one  shall  have  been 
organized  in  conformity  to  law  ;  shall,  ex  officio, 
be  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  shall 
have  such  other  powers^  and  perform  such  fur- 
ther duties,  as  are  by  law  given  to,  and  imposed 
on,  the  Governor  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  in 
all  cases  in  which  they  shall  become  legally  ap- 
plicable to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  ii/iaiher  enacUd,  That  there 
shall  be  a  secretary  lor  the  said  Territory,  who 
shall  reside  therein,  and  continue  in  office  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
President :  he  shaJl  perform  all  the  duties  irn* 
poaed  on  the  secretary  for  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  fourth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act 
providing  for  the  government  of  Missouri." 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
legislative  power  shall,  until  the  organization  of 
the  General  Assembly,  hereinafter  provided  for, 
be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  the  ludgaa  of  the 
superior  court  of  the  Territory,  who  shall  have 
power  to  pass  any  law  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  said  Territory,  which  shall  not  be  re- 
pugnant to  this  act,  or  inconsistent  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States :  Prmrided,  Thai 
whenever  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  organ- 
ized, all  the  legislative  power  of  the  Territory 
shall  be  vested  in,  and  be  exercised  by,  the  said 
General  Assembly. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  fourth  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  tmlve,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri,"  as  relates  to  the  organization 
of  a  General  Assembly  therein,  prescribes  the 
powers  aad  privileges  thereof,  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion, and  neriod  of  service,  of  the  members  there- 
of, and  defines  the  qualifications  and  privileges  of 
the  electors  and  elected,  shall  be  in  full  force  aad 
operation  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  application,  so  soon  as  the  Governor 
thereof  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  is  the  desire  of 
a  majority  of  freeholders  thereof,  and  not  until 
then :  Fnmded,  That,  until  there  shall  be  five 
thousand  tree  white  males,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  upwards,  resident  in  the  said  Ter* 
ritory,  the  whole  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  exceed  nine. 

Sbo.  7.  And  he  it  JMhtr  enacted^  That  the  ju- 
dicial power  of  the  Territory  shall  be  vested  in 
a  superior  court,  and  in  such  inferior  couruas  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Territory  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  institute  and  establish,  and  in  ins- 
tiees  of  the  peace.  The  superior  court  shall  be 
composed  of  three  judges,  who  shall  reside  in  the 
Territory,  and  continue  in  office  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Presi- 
dent»  The  superior  court  shall  have  Jurisdiction 
in  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  and  exclusive 
cognizance  of  all  capital  caaea,  and  shall  have  I 


aad  exercise  original  jurisdietioo.  eoaeimsdj 
with  the  inferior  courts,  and  exclusive  appelate 
jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  in  which  theinonc 
in  controversy  shall  be  one  hundred  dolltn  or 
upwards.  The  superior  court  sbtU  be  holdes at 
such  times  and  place,  or  places,  as  the  IcguliUTe 
department  shall  direct,  and  continue  iateisin 
until  the  business  therein  shall  be  disposed  oC, or 
as  long  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law :  Provided. 
That  any  two  of  tne  judges  shall  cootiiwea 
court  of  appellate,  and  any  one  a  court  of  orifi* 
nal  jurisdiction. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted  Tbit  ike 
Governor,  secretary,  judges,  and  all  other  ofietn 
of  the  Territory,  civil  and/iniliury,  shtU,brfNe 
they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective ofieci, 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  tbeCoaii* 
tution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  ditckaifc, 
with  fidelity,  the  duties  of  their  offices;  tbeOof- 
ernor,  before  a  judge  of  the  aupreme  or  ditina 
conrt  of  the  United  States,  or  a  judge  of  ihf  ii« 
perior  court  of  the  said  Territory ;  the  leerearf 
and  judges,  before  the  said  Governor,  or  i  iid(e 
of  the  Supreme  or  diatrict  oolirt  of  ike  Uoited 
Sutes;  and  all  other  officers,  before  tkeOer- 
ernor,  or  any  of  the  judges  of  the  wepnmt  or  ii- 
ferior  courts,  or  justices  of  aaid  Territory. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  Tbattk 
Governor,  seoretarV}  and  judges  of  tbe  npcmc 
court  authorized  lor  aaid  Territorv,  dsriBf  tke 
temporary  government  thereof,  shall  be ippoioic^ 
by  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Siales,witbtbe 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate:  Proiided, 
That  the  President  shall  have  full  power,  deiio; 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  oommissioaaU  ornf 
of  the  said  officers,  until  the  endof  thetessioiAf 
Congress  naext  succeeding  the  date  of  (be  cfla- 
mission.  The  Governor,  secretary,  and  jo^ 
of  the  superior  court,  shall  receive  the  saDee«* 
pensation,  payable  quarter-yearly,  vbiek  the 
Governor,  secretary,  and  auperior  judces,  of  (ie 
Missouri  Territory,  are  entitled  to  by  uv. 

Soo.  10.  And  be  U/wiher  enacted,  TkttiU 
tbe  laws  which  siiall  be  ia  force  ia  the  TennvT 
of  Missouri,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  oeit,  io| 
inconsistent  with  the  proviaionsof  this  act,  ud 
which  shall  be  applicabla  to  the  Territory  o(A^ 
kansas,  shall  be^  and  continue,  in  force  in  (keii^ 
ter  Territory,  until  modified  or  repealed  bf  (^ 
legislative  authority  thereof. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  die 
bounty  lands  granted,  or  hereafter  to  begraate^ 
for  military  services  during  the  late  war,  M 
while  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  pa(«^ 
or  their  heirs,  remain  exempt  from  all  ia»^>^ 
the  term  of  three  years  from  aad  after  tbadt^'^^ 
the  patents,  respectively. 

Sbc  is.  AndU  U  further  enacted,  Tbitv^t** 
ever,  according  to  the  provtsioas  of  tbis  ae^u* 
people  of  the  Arkansas  Territory  shall  ban  i 
right  to  elect  members  of  the  House  of  ^^ 
sentatives  of  their  General  Aasemblv,  tbef  ^ 
also  have  the  right  toelect  a  Delegate  from  (be«" 
Territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uoited  SaWi 
who  ahall  posseas  the  aame  powers^  eojof  »* 
same  privilegeai  aad  receive  the  same  conpiitt' 
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on,  graottd  and  secured  by  law  to  the  Delegates 
cm  other  Territories. 

Sscia.  AndbeUfiaihermwsiod,  Tliat,aDtil 
Lherwise  directed  by  the  legisiatitre  department 
r  the  said  Territory  of  Arnasas.  the  seat  of  the 
*erritoriai  gorerDmeat  thereof  shall  be  the  post 
f  Arkaosas,  qd  the  Arkansas  rirer. 

Sbg.  14.  And  be  U  JuHher  enacted,  That  the 
ae  now  established,  by  law,  between  the  land 
fices  at  the  seat  of  justice  in  the  coonty  of  Law* 
rnee,  and  at  the  town  of  Jackson,  in  the  county 
f  Cape  Girardeau,  shall,  from  and  after  the  pas* 
ige  of  this  act,  be  so  altered  as  to  run,  be  the 
ime,  and  correspond  with  the  northern  line  of 
le  said  Territory  of  Arkansas,  anything  ia  the 
Bt,  entitled  *'An  act  making  provision  for  the 
stablishment  of  additional  land  offices  in  the 
territory  of  Missoari,"  passed  the  seventeenth 
ay  of  February,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred 
nd  eighteen,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  2. 1819. 


Ln  Act  authorinng  the  Postmaster  General  to  eon- 
timcty  as  in  other  cases,  fyr  carrying  the  mail  in 
steamboats,  between  New  Orieans,  in  the  State  of 
Loaisiana*  and  LonisTille,  in  the  Btate  of  Ken- 
tacky. 

Be  it  enadedf  fe.,  That  the  Postmaster  Oen- 
ral  may,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  con- 
lact  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steam- 
mats,  between  New  Orleansy  in  the  State  of 
Liouisiana,  and  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
;Qcky,  for  any  term  of  time,  not  exceeding  four 
fears  in  any  one  contract,  in  the  same  way  and 
nanner  as  he  lawfully  may,  for  the  carriage  of 
it  by  land ;  but  the  whole  expense  of  sending  the 
mail  in  steamboats  shall  aot  exceed  that  of  trans- 
mitting the  same  hy  land. 

Approved,  March  2, 1819^ 


An  Act  makiag  appropriatioos  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen. 

Be  it  ena^ed,  ^c,  That  the  following  sums 
bCj  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appro- 
priated ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  firewood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  other  contingent  expenses;  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  forty-two  thoosand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
including  the  Librarian's  allowance,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  Preaident  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Dep«rt- 
meat  of  State,  per  act  of  twantieth  April,  eigh- 


teen hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire,  to  cover  expenses  of 
copying,  in  the  Department  of  State,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of 
the  said  Department,  including  expenses  of  print- 
ing and  distributing  copies  of  the  Laws  of  the 
second  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  and  print* 
ing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  twenty-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  including  the  messenger  to  the  Patent  of- 
fice, six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  twenti- 
eth April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office^  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office, 
per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen,  twelve  thousano  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Third 
Auditor's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen,  thirty-seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 
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For  eompeoattion  to  tb€  clerks  in  the  Fovrth 
Aadi tor's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eigh* 
teen  Jbandred  and  eightecD,  fifteen  thousand  and 
£fty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hoadced  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Fifth 
Auditor's  office^  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen,  ten  thousand  fire 
^ndred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
•office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Treasu«> 
rer^s  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  fire  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  nddiiionai  clerk  hire,  being  for  an  arrear- 
age of  pay  to  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk  ia 
said  office^  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  a  further  allowance  for  clerk  hire,  being 
for  the  salary  of  said  assistant,  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  nineteen,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk  in 
said  office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  messenger  in  aaid 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissaoner  of  the 
(General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  iloUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
'eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  tweqty-two  thou- 
sand fir«  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  oocnpenaation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Rerenue,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  eom- 
missioner's  office,  per  net  of  twentieth  ApriL 
eighteea  hundred  and  eighteen,  four  thiMisand 
tl^ree  hundred. and  fifty  doUara* 

For  compensatieii  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea-^ 
surr,  three  thousand  dollars. 

J^or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Regis- 
ter's office,  oer  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteea 
hsndted  and  eighteen,  twenty«two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  comp«isation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  including  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars  for 
stamping  ships'^reyisters,  fire  hundred  d(^laffs. 

For  compensaboo  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  allewauoe  to  the  person  employed  in  ttans- 
laitting  passports  and  aea^letters,  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  Languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  printing,  fuel,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  in  the  sereral  offices  therein,  forty 
thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  iwe 


watchnen,  employed  for  dra  aeeniin  sf  tkt 
Treasury  buildings,  and  iar  repairs  of 
hose,  and  firerbnekela,  one  ihoa^ad 


dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secrctarf  of  Wsi.b 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensatioo  to  the  elerks  in  the  oficec 
the  Secretary  of  War,  per  act  of  twentieth  A|^ 
eighteen  hundred  nod  eighteeo,  tw«Bty-6re  lim- 
aaod  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expcnaeof  fuel,  ststionery,  noDtiBg^ssii 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  mad  office,  ire 
thousand  dol&rs. 

For  arrearages  of  costi&geiic  ezpensB  is  md 
office, -prior  to  the  year  eigfateesi  haniiri  sad 
nineteen,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  mcBscagier  sai  k< 
assistants  in  said  office,  seveii  hmidfed  aa^  ta 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Pnynaailcr  GemnL 
two  thousand  fire  hundred  doUnrs. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  clerks  in  the  Payaa^ 
ter  General's  office,  per  act  of  twentieth  April 
eighteea  hundred  and  eightceo,  nine  ikmsss^ 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  arrean^ies  to  the  clerks  in  aaid  eSee.fot 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  nnd  seventect,  tiae 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  forty  eeott. 

For  compensation  to  the  CDessc^er  is  mi 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  priatia^ .  wd 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  snid  office,  tvs 
thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  dnrics  in  the  sffieeof 
the  Adjutant  General,  two  fhnoiiand  oae  km- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  sfficeoi 
the  Oedsanoe  Department,  per  nnt  of  ineeiMti 
April,  eighteen  hundred  nnd  eiyjiteen,  ivstbse- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dntlswk 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  snid  office,  eig^' 
hundred  and  serenty  dollars. 

For  eompenmtion  to  thnclotks  in  the  effiot  sf 
the  Engineer  Department,  ttpo  ihoamad  oie 
hundred  and  fiftjr  ooUars. 

For  fuel,  stationery^  printings  nnd  other  ess- 
tingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thnoaaod  icica 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  comnensaliott  In  the  elerka  empleytd  u 
the  office  oi  the  Snrgeqn  Qeneinl,  one  thoant^ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  doUnrs. 

For  the  contingent  expenaes  of  said  ciecr 
three  hundred  and  serenty-four  doUnrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Seaietary  of  tie 
Nary,  six  thonmnd  doHars. 

For  compensation  to  the  oieika  in  the  eiee  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  per  net  of  tntatikcth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  nnd  eighteen, nthtthoa- 
taad  two  hundred  dollara. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stntlooery,  nnd  oihtr  ess- 
tingent  expenses,  ia  mid  oflke,  two  ihomead  fin 
hundred  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  mfaiwnfri  ia  Aid 
office,  four  hundred  and  ten  doUaas. 

For  eompensation  to  the  GotnmiaBieners  sf  the 
Mary  Board,  tien  thousand  Are  kmidied  dottaiSi 
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Pdr  compensfttioii  €oth«ir  wereUry^two  thoa* 
sand  dolkrs. 

For  compe&satioa  to  the  elefks  in  the  office  of 
said  eoAmissioiien,  per  set  of  twentieth  April 
ei^hteeo  hottdred  and  eiffhteeo,  three  thoastnd 
fi  re  hmkhred  and  fifty  dollars* 

For  an  addition  tathe  allowance  of  clerk  hire 
in  eaid  oflke,  tour  ihoasftad  dollars. 

For  coopeDsatfon  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  foar  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
tboosand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent,  and 
two  watchmen,  and  for  other  expenses  incurred 
for  the  secnrity  of  the  State,  War,  and  Nary 
Departmetits,  one  thousand  one  hundred  doNars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  -Qeneral, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  per  act  of  twentieth 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eiffhtefen,  twenty* 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  the 
Oeneral  Post  Office,  six  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Assistant  Postmaster 
Qeiteral,  tvro  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  second  Assistant  Post- 
master Oeneral,  two  thousand  ^tt  hundred  del* 
lars. 

For  the  continaent  expenses  of  the  Oeneral 
Post  Office,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeniation  to  the  Sarreyor  Qefieral, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  eleiks  iti  the  ofilee  of 
the  Surveyor  Oeneral,  two  thousand  otoelran- 
dred  dollars. 

For  eoopenvation  to  the  surveyor  "south  of 
Tennessee,  two  thot^od  dollars. 

For  compension  to  the  clerks  in  his  ofllce|  atad 
foreolittiigent  expenses,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  m  the  Btate 
of  lllinoisand  the  Bffissouri  Territory,  two  thou^ 
sand  dollars. 

For  compensatioti  to  his  clerks,  per  act  of  third 
April,  eifhieen  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  in  the  Ahi* 
bama  Territory,  two  thousand  dollatv. 

For  compensation  to  his  clerks,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compeosaiiott^o  the  Cemtthsioneir  of  the 
Public  Butldtngs  at  Washington,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  oompensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  Mint,  mne  thousand  six  hundred  dollatv. 

For  wages  of  the  penons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  ten  thousand  aad 
seventy-fi?e  dollars. 

For  repairs,  cost  of  trea  and  machinery,  rents, 
and  other  eontingent  expenses,  of  t^e  Mmt,  five 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  of  wasteageln  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver coinage  of  the  Mint,  three  thousand  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Oovernor,  Judges, 


and  Secretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  sevta 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  conu>ensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Alabama  Territory,  seven 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fiHy  aoUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Oovemor.  Judges, 
and  Secretarv,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  aix 
thousand  sfx  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  «atd  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  adlars. 

For  the  dischai^  of  such  claims  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  Civil  Depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  nave 
been  admitted  in  doe  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Asso- 
ciate Judges,  and  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States,  inelodln^  the  chief  justice  and  associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-five 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and 
twenty*etght  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attomev  Oeneral  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  nve  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  his  clerk,  per  act  of  twen- 
tieth April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  continent  expends  of  his  office,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sunthrf  district  httomeys 
and  marshals,  asgranted  by  mw,  including 'those 
in  ^e  several  Territories,  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  tloHars. 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  6f  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Coirrt  orthe  United  S(ateS| 
for  the  year  eighteen  himdred  anfi  nineteen,  oiie 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  and  present  Oovernments,  two  thou- 
sand'and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  pavment  of  balances  dbe  to  certain 
collectors  or  tne  old  internal  revenue,  pursttant 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  thirteenth  of  Febru- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  fifteen  thon- 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  malntenahee  and  support  of  l^t- 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  pier^  utakeage 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals^  including  the  pur^ 
chase  and  traosporthtion  Of  oil,  Iceepers'  salaries^ 
repairs,  and  improvements,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, and  including,  ako,  balaiices  of  ft>rmer 
appropriations  for  Savannah  river.  Lake  Erie,  and 
Little  Ooll  Island,  which  were  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  the  thirty-first  of  December  hat, 
seventy-four  thousand  three  Irundred  and  sixty- 
two  dollars  twenty^seven  cents. 

For  the  purchase  or  erection  of  eustom-hoti^ea 
and  public  warehouses,  one  hixitdred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  claittis  due,  and  becomiuff  dne,  under  ex- 
isting contracts  for  constructing  the  United 
States'^road  from  Cumberland  to  the  <Kiio  Titer 
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two  huodred  and  fifty  thoasand  dollars ;  and  for 
eompletiDg  the  said  road,  the  som  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  thousand  dollars :  whieh  se? eral 
sums,  hereby  appropriated,  together  with  the 
amount  heretofore  advanced  by  the  United  States 
for  making  said  road,  shall  be  reptid  out  of  the 
fund  reserved  for  laying  out  and  making;  roads  to 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  several  acts  for  the  admission  of  the 
aforesaid  Butes  into  the  UDion. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  attending  the  occupancy  of  the 
new  Executive  buildings,  including  fuel,  furni- 
ture, and  other  incidental  expenses,  twenty*three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
fifty-nine  cents. 

For  covering  with  slate  the  two  Executive 
buildings  now  occupied  by  the  State,  Treasurv, 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  allowed  to  the 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Trade,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  three  hunded  and  sixty  dollars. 
.  For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  in  said  office,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  salaries  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  Lfondon,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg^  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Madrid,  with  the  salaries  of  their 
several  Secretaries  ox  Legation,  and  the  salary  of 
.a  Charg6  des  Afiaires  at  the  Hague  and  at  Stock- 
holm, and  for  the  usual  allowance  of  three 
montns'  salary  to  the  Minister  at  Stockholm,  pay- 
,  able  on  his  return  home,  sixty-six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  outfit  for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Madrid,  and  also  for  the  Chars6  des 
Aflhires  at  London,  the  Hague,  and  Stocknolm, 
thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  missions 
aforesaid,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  oeficiency  in  the  appropriations  of  former 
years,  for  the  payment  of  expenses  on  foreign  in- 
tercourse, including  losses  on  drafu.  and  the  dif- 
ference of  exchange,  twenty-five  tnousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 


For  the  expeases  of  inleceoiirse  with  tkBu- 
bary  Powers,  forty-two  thousand  doUan. 

For  the  expenses,  dariag  the  pretest  jtt  {or 
carrying  into  eflfect  the  filth,  sixth,  and  mnk, 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  eoadoded  w^ 
His  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  24th  dayofD^ 
cember,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  founee. 
including  the  compensation  of  the  oonBiiii» 
ers,  agents^  and  surveyors,  and  their  coatiofo: 
expenses,  forty  thoosaad  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  ajgents  for  e]aiBuoil^ 
count  of  spoliations,  and  for  seanieD,  at  Lflsdoi 
and  at  Pans,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  Aaaericaa  kumq 
in  foreign  countries,  eighty  thousand  doUatv 

For  cost  of  ^per,  engraving,  and  prisiiatcer- 
tificates  of  registry,  and  lists  of  crews  for  mels 
of  the  United  States,  uer  provisions  of  the  sd  of 
third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiriec9,6Te 
thousand  dollars. 

To  indemnify  the  insurers  of  the  Briiiib  siup 
Brio  de  Mar,  taken  and  burnt  by  the  Fesceer, 
after  the  period  fixed  by  the  Treaty  of  Ghat  for 
the  termination  of  hostilities  between  liic  Caitri 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  her  deptniaeiesfif' 
teen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  second  payment  to  John  TraaWLisr 

Sitntings,  agreeably  to  his  contiaet  with  tk 
eeretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  nay 
lution  of  Congress,  of  the  sixth  of  Febniarf« 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  ai  thoasssd 
dollars. 

To  indemnify  the  owners  and  uaderwriten  of 
the  British  ship  Union,  Captain  Robert  HsiL 
taken  and  burnt  by  the  Americaa  ship  of  vir 
Peacock,  after  the  jieriod  fixed  by  the  Ticitj  of 
Ghent  for  the  termination  of  hostilitia  kcweea 
the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain  aad  to  ^ 

gendencies,  sixty-one  thousand  four  huMttd 
fty-one  dollars. 

Fot  enabling  the  Secreury  of  the  TnMuf  lo 
repay  to  John  G.  Brown,  of  New  Br«iiwiek.tke 
amount  of  a  forfeiture  remitted  by  Uu  D^us, 
while  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  san  set  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  and  tweoty-eifbt  ^oUu'i 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appcopristcA. 

For  carrying  into  effect  a  resolatioa  diicctiof 
a  survey  or  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  Norik 
Carolina,  paued  December  the  tweaty-fsert^ 
one  thousand  eight  hunded  and  eigbieeo,  (^c<bb 
of  five  thousand  dollars  shall  be^  and  tbeaaeB 
hereby,  appropriated.  . 

Seo.  2.  And  be  UJuriker  enaded,  Thtt  tie 
several  appropriations,  hereinbefore  m^^ 
be  paid,  and  discharged  out  of  the  fao^  ^^ 
hundreo  thousand  dollars,  reserved  bf  j^.'^] 
»  making  provision  for  the  debt  of  tbf  ^^^^^ 
States,''  and  out  of  any  moneys  not  otbff^  ^ 
propriated. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  fbr  the  relief  of  Phebo  Statft 
Be  ii  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Secretirrof  |^ 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  on  tup* 
sion  list,  Phebe  Stuart,  widow  of  James  Stais 
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eeaaed,  under  iIm  mroraioaa  of  to  let,  ptmed 
»  sixteenth  day  of  April,  one  thoQsasd  eiffbt 
ndred  aod  sixteen,' Diaktog  prorisioo  far  tne 
dow8  and  orphans  of  the  militia  who  bad  died 
the  service  of  the  Uoited  States. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

I  Act  in  behalf  of  the  Connsetlcnt  Asylnan  for 
lbs  Deaf  and  Damb. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  there  be  granted  to 
;  ConneeticQt  Asylum  for  the  education  and 
traction  of  deaf  sod  damb  persons,  a  township 
land,  or  a  tract  of  land  equal  thereto,  to  be  !o- 
:ed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
easury,  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  four  entire 
;tions  each,  in  aoy  of  the  uolocated  lands  of 
I  United  Sutes  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
sn  extinguished;  which  land  shall  be  and  for* 
er  remain  tu  the  use  of  said  asylum,  for  tbeed- 
ation  and  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons; 
if  said  asylum  shall  sell  said  land,  which  thev 
;  authorized  to  do,  the  money  arising  from  such 
e  shall  be  and  remain  forever  to  the  same  use. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


k  Act  extending  the  term  of  half-pay  pensions  to  the 
vridows  and  children  of  certain  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines*  who  died  in  the  public  service. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  all  cases  where 

Dvision  has  been  made  by  law  for  five  years 

If-pay  to  the  widows  and  children,  of  officers, 

imeo,  and  mariaes,  who  were  killed  in  battle, 

died  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  or  who  died 

the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  during 

e  late  war,  the  said  provision  shall  be  continued 

r  the  additional  term  of  five  years,  to  commence 

the  end  of  the  first  term  of  five  years,  in  each 

se,  respectively,  making  the  provision  equal  to 

Q  years  half-pay :  which  shall  be  paid  in  the 

anner,and  out  olthe  fund,  heretofore  designated 

law ;  and  the  said  pensions  shall  also  cease  for 

e  reasons  mentionea  in  the  said  law. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Ring  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  act  to  provide  for 
rtain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
rvice  of  the  Uoited  States,  in  the  Revolution- 
y  war,  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March, 
{hteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  shall  he  construea 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place  on 
e  pension  list  Jonathan  Ring,  a  soldier  in  the 
evolutionary  war,  now  insane,  of  the  date  of 
e  llih  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  eiah- 
en,  and  tnat  the  receipt  of  Hannah  Ring,  bis 
ife,  during  bis  insanity,  shall  be  sufficient  for 
e  pension  allowed  by  the  said  act. 
Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
lid  act  shall  be  also  construed  to  authorize  the 
ecretary  of  War  to  nlace  on  the  pension  list  John 
rink,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  now 
sane,  of  the  date  of  the  first  of  May,  eighteen 
mdred  and  eighteen,  and  that  the  receipt  of  La- 


ther Frink,  his  aoo,  shall  be  anffioieat  for  the  pen- 
sion allowed  br  the  said  act. 

Saa  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  the 
said  act  shall  be  also  eonstrned  to  aothorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
Abraham  Edwards,  a  mariner  in  the  Revolation- 
arv  war,  now  insane,  of  the  date  of  the  first  of 
^^^Ji  itighleen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  Joseph  Edwards,  his  son,  shall  be  snffi. 
cient  for  the  pension  allowed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  act  shall  be  also  construed  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  place  on  the  pension  list 
Thomaa  Lneaa,  a  aoldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  now  insane,  of  the  date  of  the  fourteenth  of 
January,  eighteen  hondred  and  nineteen,  and  that 
the  receipt  of  the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Lucas, 
or  his  ff  uardian,  shall  be  sofficient  for  the  pension 
allowed  by  the  said  act. 

Approved,  March  3,  1819. 


An  Act  to  profide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  SUtes  within  the  Bute  omihiois. 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c.  That  the  laws  of  the  Uoi- 
ted States,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable, 
shsll  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the 
State  of  Illinois  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  State  shall  be  one  district,  and  be  called  the 
Illinois  district.  And  a  district  court  shall  beheld 
therein,  to  Consist  of  one  judge,  who  shall  reside 
in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a  district  judge. 
He  shall  hold  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
said  State  two  sessions  annually,  on  the  first  Mon- 
days in  May  and  December;  and  he  shall  in  all 
things  have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction 
and  powers  which  were  by  law  given  to  the 
judge  of  the  Kentuckv  district,  under  an  act,  en- 
titled <*Att  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States.**  He  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for 
the  said  district,  who  shall  reside  and  keep  the 
records  of  the  court  at  the  place  of  holding  the 
same,  and  shall  receive  for  the  services  performed 
^  him  the  same  fees  to  which  the  clerk  of  the 
Kentucky  district  is  entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  judge  of  the  said  district 
court  the  annual  compensation  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, to  be  paid  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sio.4.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district  a  person 
learned  in  the  law  to  act  as  attorney  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
fees,  be  paid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred 
dollars,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra  ser- 
vices. 

Ssa  5.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  a  mar* 
shal  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  shall 
perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulations  and  penaltie^  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees,  as  are  prescribed  to  marsbals  in  other 
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dntriets;  aud  sMl»  mor«oTer,  b«  entfiled-tb  the 
sum  of  two  hanclred  dolltra  anBvalljT)  as  a  com* 
peDMCion  for  all  extra  eervlces. 
'  Appraved,  March  3, 1819. 

/ 

An  Act  mq^plameoUiT  to  the  act,  entitled  **Kvl  act  to 
anihorizD  the  Prendent  and  Managera  of  the  Waih- 
iDgton  Turnpike  Company  of  the  State  ef  Mainland, 
when  organnedy  to  extend  and  make  the  turnpike 
road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dietriet  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  the  eaid  Dii trict,  to  the  line  thereofl 

Bt  U  maeUd,  fc.,  That  the  kw  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  entitled  *^A  attpplemcttt  to  «a  act, 
entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  a  compattj  to  make 
a  tornpike  road  irom  iJieliaeof  the  Dittriot  of 
Colmubia,  wbere  it  crosses  the  poet  road  lead* 
iog  from  Georgetown  to  Frederiektown,  through 
Montgomery  and  Frederick  cosnties,  to  Freier* 
icktown,"  passed  in  the  year  one  thoosand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  be, and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be,  id  full  force  within  the  District  of 
Colnmbta. 

A|»pf or ed,  Mwck  Z,  1810. 


An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Pdst  Roads. 

Be  it  enactedf  f  c,  That  the  following  post 
roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinue*— 
that  is  to  say : 

From  BfUQswick,  by  Topsbam,  to  Btarbird'e 
corner,  in  Bowdoln,  in  Maine. 

From  Plymouth,  by  Carver  and  Plympton,  to 
Middleborough,  and  from  Medford  to  Reading,  in 
Massachusetts. 

From  Worthiogton  to  Urbana,  in  Ohio. 

From  Hagersto wo,  in  Maryland,  to  McConneis- 
town,  in  Pennsylmania. 

From  Currituck  Courthouse  to  Knott's  Island, 
in  North  Carolina. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted.  That  the  fol- 
io wioa  be  established  post  roads — that  is  toaay : 

hlm^Sdnipehire — From  Sanborn  town  bridge^ 
through  Gilmantown,  by  the  house  of  Judge  Bad- 

«er  and  New  Durham  bridge  to  the  post  office  in 
'armington. 

From  Boston,  in  Massac hosetts,  on  ihe  Med- 
ford, Andover,  and  Londonderry  turnpike  roads, 
and  over  Isle  of  Hookset  bridge,  to  Concord,  in 
New  Hampshire. 

From  Bartlett,  inTf  ew  Hampshire,  to  Fryeburfi^ 
in  Maine. 

From  Warner,  by  Sutton  and  New  London, 
to  Stickqey's.Ino,  in  Springfield. 

From  Washington,  by  Leinster  and  Unity,  to 
ClaremonL 

From  Concord,  in  Rockioffham  countv.  by 
London,  Pitufield,  Gilmanton  Iron-works,  Alton, 
and  Wolfesborough,  to  Tuftonborough. 

From  Franconia,  by  Littleton  Tiflage,  to  Lit- 
tleton bridge. 

In  Vermont-^lhtii  the  post  road  from  Danrille 
to  Lancaster  pus  bvLittfeton  bridge. 

From  Barnet,  by  Waterford  village,  at  Mand's 
store,  to  Concord. 

From  Jamaica,  by  Winhall,  to  Manchester. 


From  Richford  Co  Berkshire,  in  the  tmtful 
Franklin. 

In  MbtVie^From  Freeport,  by  Litlk  Etm 
tillage,  in  Lisbon,  to  Starbird'seorser,  iolkv- 
doin. 

That  the  post  road  frdm'Panoiisi^dtoIiaf- 
ham  pass  by  Porter  iNPidge. 

That  the  post  road  from  Portlaad  lo  Fifebaj 
pass  by  Bridgetown  «nd  Denanrk. 

In  Ma»$€uhuMeU9^1^fom  the  sooth  ptrith  d 
Bridgewater,  by  the  Four  Corners,  id  Mi^k- 
rough,  to  New  Bedford. 

From  Williamstown  to  Haacoek. 

From  the  house  of  Thomas  B.  Himb,  ic 
Plympton,  by  Carver,  to  Wareham. 

From  Worcester,  by  West  BoflstoOtWctmifl- 
ster,  and  Gardner,  to  Templetoo. 

From  Falley's  cross-roads,  in  Chester,  by  Nv- 
wich  and  Westhamptoo,  to  Northamptoo. 

From  Concord,  by  Harvard,  Shirler,  Lqbo- 
burg,  Fitchburg,  and  Ashburnbam,  to  WiKl» 
don. 

From  Worcester,  by  West  BovisioijPritcetfla. 
Westminster,  and  Gardner,  to  Tefflpietoo. 

From  the  need  of  Aecoshnet  river  to  tie  Til- 
lage of  Fairhaven. 

/n  Gonn^crictil^Froiii  Wiastead,byC«lckook 
cenual  meetitig-house,  Sandisford,  and  Oils  v«[ 
meeting-house  and  TyringhaiDi  to  Stoekbti^ 
in  Massachusetts. 

From  Colchester,  by  Hebron,  Aodorer,  tt> 
Coventry,  to  ToUaod. 

From  Lebanon,  by  Windham  and  YtaafR 
to  Woodstock. 

From  Litchfield,  by  Gosheo,  East  sireet  u 
Norfolk. 

/n  New  YorJfc— From  Albany,  by  Speaw- 
town,  to  Sheffield,  in  Massachusetts. 

From  Troy,  on  (he  Hoosiek  road,  by  Bnn»- 
wick,  Grafton,  and  Petereborg,  to  WilliiBstorE 
in  Massaehtisetts. 

From  the  city  of  Schenectady  to  Udea,«B< 
south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river. 

From  Cherry  VaUcJ^  by  Loag  Pttett  w«si 
ford,  and  Decatur,  to  Worcester. 

From  Great  Bend,  Pennsylvania,  bf  Hirn«f 
and  Windsor,  to  Deposit. 

From  Troy,  by  Brnnawick  and  Oreesbttk  <■ 
Sand  Lake. 

From  Cambridge,  by  Hoosiek^  PetersbQrg,B« 

lio,  and  Stephentown,  to  Lebanoa. 

From  Waterford,  by  Orange,  to  Bilbtoo. 

From  Pine  Plains,  on  the  Ulster  aadW**" 
turnpike,  to  North  Amenia.  ^«. 

From  Waterioo  to  Port  Glts^t,  bfWF 
village,  town  of  Galen.  . 

From  the  village  of  Peeksklll, Jf  Ctofflpow 
to  Som^stown,  in  the  county  of  WesiChww 

From  South  Nuuda,  by  McClare^s  to  ^W^^ 
ville,  in  the  countyof  Cataraugas. 

In  New  Jfersey—From  Newton,  io  Sussex »" 
ty,  by  Stillwater,  Marksborough,  B«^^!*^2 
to  Columbia  glass  manQfaetory,ootheDai** 
river.  , 

From  Baskenrtdjie,  by  LIbertf  CMifft  > 
Doughty 's  mills^  in  Morrii  county. 
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From  tha  oii^r  of  New  York,  aero^t'  fi^ten 

sland,  by  the  Richnood  aod  Woodl^idf  e  luro- 
ike  roadsi  to  New  Brnoswick. 

In  FetmByHomor^Wfom  Faoneteburgikiii  Frank- 
in  coQBty,  by  Mifflin towD,  McAllittertown,  and 
UroapstowB,  toSeliaigroTe. 

From  New  Bedford  to  New  Castle. 

Tbat  the  mail  from  Charabersborg  to  Haa- 
inotoa,  return  by -Trough  Creek,  Three  Springs 
^allef ,  aod  Fort  Littleton,  to  the  Bumc  Cabins. 

From  Alieniowii,  by  MeKeaneburg,  Orwigs- 
xkrg^  and  Hamburg,  to  Cootstown. 

That  the  mail  f^om  Waabingteo  to  New  Lis- 
on,  pass  on  from  Brieelands,  by  Maaehester. 
Dd  from  thence  by  Hookstown,  Qeorgetown,  and 
tittle  Beaver  Bridge. 

From  the  Yellow  Springs,  in  Huntingdon 
ounty,  by  Williamebarg  and  Martinsboig,  to 
Uoodjr  Run. 

That  the  post  road  from  Womelsdorf  co  Sun- 
ary,  pass  by  Qratz. 

irrom  Easton,  -bf  the  Wind  Gap,  Hamilton, 
^ocoDOj  Sterling,  Balem,  Canaan,  and  Mount 
tepabhc^  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

From  Mount  Repnblic  to  the  Courthonse  in 
letbany* 

From  Halifax,  in  Dauphin  coontv,  to  Sun- 
Qry,  in  Nortbnmberland  county,  on  the  east  side 
f  the  Susquebannah  rirer. 

PrcMQQ  Greeosburg,  by  Salemeroaa-roadB,Craw- 
ord's  mills,  Freeport,  Kittening  Conrthouse, 
Voodward's  mills,  Indiana  Conrtbonse,  Cono- 
Mugh  salt- worksand  New  Alenandria.  toGreena- 
•urg:. 

From  Cheater,  in  Delaware  eoimiy,  by  New- 
own.  Spread  Bagle,  and  King  cf  Prussia,  tp 
^omstown,  in  Montgomery. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Merion,  Mill  Creek, 
Solf  Mills,  Lowry,  SHiott^s,  and  Mason^  taTern, 
o  Kimberton. 

/n  jl^arykrnii— From  Hancock  to  Bath,  in 
Berkley  countjr,  in  Virginia. 

From  Port  Tobacco,  by  B^yantown,  to  Bene- 
lict. 

Tbat  the  mail  pass  on  the  turnpike  road  be- 
ween  Hagerstown  and  Cumberland. 

From  Bladensburg  to  Msgruder's  tavern,  in 
ifaryiand. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  GartersviUe,  Cum- 
berland Courthouse,  Prmce  Edward  Courthouse 
ind  Halifax  Courthouse,  in  Virginia,  by  Milton, 
Salisbury,  and  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  by 
fork  Courthouse,  Pinckneyrille,  Union  Court- 
louse,  Lawrence  Courthouse,  and  Abbeville 
i^ourthouse,  in  South  Carolina ;  and  by  Peters- 
rarg,  Washington,  Powelton,  and  Sparta,  to  Mil- 
edge  ville,  in  Georgia. 

In  Virginia^¥xwk  Bewlit»g  Gtean,  ia  Caro- 
line county,  by  Golaattfille,  to  Oxford. 

That  the  post  roadoalled  the  Three  Notched 
Road,  from  Richmond  to  Milton,  ahall  pass  by 
t^rice's  store,  N«  J.  Poiodexter  &  Co.V  atore„and 
Dobb's  store. 

From  Morgantown,  by  Bameele.miU  ayd  Shin* 
iton,  to  Clarkahucg. 


Fvom  Moorfield\  i^  Smith'e  and  ft4ie  German 
settlement,  to  Kiogwood. 

From  PrestoQ  to  HowelPs  mill  on  the  Little 
Keohawa. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Moody's,  BeviPs  bridge, 
Amelia  Courthouse,  Painesville,  aod  Jameston, 
to  Farmville.  in  the  county  of  Prince  Eklward. 

From  York  to  Warwick. 

From  Kempsville  to  London  bridge. 

From  Great  bridge,  by  Blackwater,  to  Knott's 
Island,  North  Carouna. 

From  Lewisburg,  by  Nicholas  Courthouse,  to 
Charleston,  in  Kenhawa  county. 

From  Perkiusonville,  in  AmeUa  county,  by 
Jennings'  Ordinary,  ia  Nottoway,  Miller's  tav- 
ern, and  Moore's  Ordinary,  in  Prince  Bdward 
county,  and  Key's  tavern,  in  Charlotte  county, 
to  Charlotte  Courthouse. 

From  Hanover  Courthouse  to  TaylorsviHe,  in 
the  county  of  Hanover. 

From  Lynchburg  to  the  store  of  Richard  Da- 
vis, in  Bedford  county. 

In  North  Csro/ifia— >From  Rntherfbrdton,  by 
Mumford's  Cove  and  Harmonville,  to  Mackeys- 
ville,  in  Burk  countv. 

From  Lumberton,  by  Philadelpbus,  MoPhauls* 
ville,  Mootpelier,  McEachin's  bridge  Cowper 
Hill,  Stewarts  ville,  Q^ieensdale,  and  AKoms- 
ville,  to  Lumberton. 

From  Haywood  Courthouse,  at  Waynesville, 
to  Houghstoaviile,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Newbern,  by  Tilman's  mill,  to  Bay  river. 

From  Tarboro'  to  Williamstown. , 

Prom  Louisburg,  by  Haysville  and  Heaithseat, 
to  Ozlord. 

From  Ashville,  North  Carolina,  to  Pendleton 
Coucthoase,  in  South  Carolina. 

From  Knott's  Island,  by  Kempsville,  to  Nor- 
folk, in  Virginia.' 

From  Sutesville,  by  Campbell's  Grove,  lo 
MorgiaAtown. 

From  Salem,  North  Carolina,  by  Perkins,  Good 
Spur,  aad  Poplar  Camp,  to  Wythe  Courtnouse, 
Virginia. 

From  Oxford,  in  Granville  county,  to  Louis- 
burff,  in  the  county  of  Franklin.' 

From  Chapel  Hill,  in  Orange  county,  to  Lex- 
ington, in  the  county  of  Rowan. 

/a  89Uth  CaroUna^From  Parker's  Ferry,  by 
Walterboro,  to  Barnwell  Courthouse. 

From  Columbia,  by  Lexington,  Bdgefield,  New- 
bury, and  Laurens,  to  Greenville  Courthouse. 

From  Adam  Eifert'sL  by  Mount  Willing,  R. 
Coleman's,  William  Wilson's,  Charles  Chappel's, 
on  Saluda  river,  J.  Cook's  store,  and  H.  Gcay's, 
to  Greenville. 

From  John  Thompson's,  jr.,  in  Marion  district, 
b]r  Richard  Howard's,  to  Godfrey's  Ferry,  on 
Big  Pee-Dee  river. 

From  York  Courthouse,  by  FuUenwider's 
store,  at  Gordan'a  Old  Place,  to  Llnoolntoo,  in 
Nortn  Carolina;  and  from  thence  to  Morgan- 
town. 

In  G^eorgia— From  Milledgeville,  by  BolUn's 
ferry,  Devereaux,  Baxter's  bridge,  and  Greens- 
boro', to  Athens. 
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Prom  Port  Hawkins,  by  GltDton  mod  Monti- 
cello,  to  Madison. 

hi  0%to*-From  Dresden;  by  Washinffton  cross 
roads,  West  Bedford  and  Darling's,  to  Mansfield. 

From  Berkshire,  by  Delaware,  to  Urbana. 

From  RaTenna,  by  Rootstown  and  Randolph^ 
to  Canton. 

From  Newark  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  Urbana  to  the  county  seat  in  Logan 
county. 

From  Columbus,  by  Urbana  and  Piqna,  to 
Greenville. 

From  Troy,  by  Piqua,  St.  Mary's,  Fort  Wayne, 
and  Fort  Defiance,  to  Fort  Meigs. 

From  ZanesYille,  by  Plainfield,  to  White  Byes 
Plains,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Muskingum. 

From  Wellsbnrg,  Virginia,  by  Philipsburg  and 
Smithfield,  to  Cadiz. 

From  New  Lexington  to  Greenrille. 

From  Coshocton,  by  Mechanicstown  and  Mil* 
lersburg,  to  Wooster. 

From  Piqua  to  Hardin,  in  Bhelby  county. 

From  Hamilton,  by  Oxford,  Dover,  Baton,  and 
New  Paris,  to  Qreenville. 

From  Cadiz  to  Rumby. 

M  jKefi/iicAy— 'From  Cattlesburg^,  by  the  mouth 
of  Blaine  creek,  and  the  mouth  of  Louisa,  Fork 
of  Bandy,  to  Floyd  Courthouse. 

From  Lexington,  by  the  way  of  the  Burnt 
Tavern,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Princeton,  by  Bellsford,  to  Madisonville. 

From  Falmouth  to  Neville,  in  Ohio. 

From  Millersburg,  by  Ruddel's  mill,  to  Cyn* 
thiana. 

From  Louisville,  by  Mount  Vernon,  Fairfield, 
and  Bloomfield,  to  Springfield. 

From  Greensburg,  by  Monroesviile,  to  Glas* 
gow. 

From  Newburg,  by  Bwingsviile  and  Trenton, 
to  Port  Royal,  in  Tennessee. 

From  Trenton, in  Christian  county,  to  Clarkes- 
ville. 

That  the  mail  from  Glasgow  to  Berksville. 
shall  pass  by  Martinsburg. 

Prom  Tompkinsville,by  Martinsburg,  to  Burks* 
ville. 

hi  nnfteaiee— From  Clinton,  bv  Morgan 
Courthouse,  to  Burksville,  in  Kentucxy. 

From  Columbia,  in  Maury  county,  to  Waynes* 
boro',  in  Wayne  Qoanty. 

From  the  Boat  Yard,  by  Bmbree's  iron  works, 
to  Jonesboroogh. 

hi  htdiana^From  Princeton,  by  Colombia, 
Petersburg,  and  the  seat  of  justice  in  Dubois 
county,  to  jPaoli. 

From  Vincennes,  by  Palestine,  to  Tork^  in 
Illinois. 

From  Lexington  to  Vernon. 

From  Jefferson  ville.  by  Greenville,  Fredericks* 
burg,  Paoli,  and  Washington,  to  Vincennes. 

From  Vincennes,  by  Cfarlisle  and  Belville,  in 
Illinois,  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  Missouri  Territory. 

From  Jacksonborough,in  the  county  of  Wayne, 
to  the  county  seat  for  Randolph  county. 

From  Lawrenceburg,  in  Indiana,  to  Peters- 
burg and  Burlington,  in  Kentucky. 


From  Brookville  to  Vernon ;  tliettce,lf  ftwin* 
town  and  Salem,  to  Geneva. 

From  Corydon,  by  Mount  Sterliag,  Pnn- 
ville,  Petersburg,  and  Columbia,  lo  Priscaii. 

From  Blizabeth,  Hardin  coaaty,  Kntatb 
by  Fredonia,  and  Moont  Sterling,  to  Pub, a 
Indiana. 

JH  lUtnoftf— Froui  Bdwardsville,  bf  Aliei,* 
8t«  Chasles,  in  the  Missouri  Territory;  udliia 
Bdwardaville,  by  Ripley,  to  PerrysfiUe. 

That  the  post  road  from  Vineenacs  ia  Sbaw- 
neetown,  pass  by  the  Bni^lish  Prairie,  or sicttM 
No.  10,  of  township  No.  2,  range  10, a< 

From  Vincennes,  by  Palestine,  to  Tod,  ia 
lUinois. 

/n  Miuiuip/pi — From  Winebester,  bf  Grci 
Coarihoose,  Fords  on  Pearl  River,  MariMOiVt* 
house,  Holmesvilie,  aad  Liberty,  to  Weo^iie. 

From  Port  Gibson,  by  Franklia  Cosnma 
and  Liberty,  to  MadisonviUe,  ia  the  Sae  i 
Louisiana. 

hi  the  Miuouri  7brnrory^FroiBSt.Civiei 
by  Clark's  Fort,  Stout's  Fort,  Liacoli  Coon- 
house,  and  Clarksvilie,  to  Louisiana, st the ooiu 
of  Salt  River,  in  Pike  coaaty. 

From  St.  Charles,  by  Montgomerf  Gmk- 
house,  to  Howard  Conrthoose. 

From  Sl  Louis,  by  Franklia  Cosnkw. 
Cooper  Courthouse,  to  Howard  CooriJiosse. 

From  Cadron,  by  Pulaski  Covrthoose,  Lifi^ 
Rock,  Clark  Courthouse,  and  HempMctd  Com- 
bouse,  to  Washita  Courthouse,  in  LooisiiBi. 

From  Franklin  Courthouse  lo  Mootgosm 
Courthouse. 

From  St.  Michael,  by  the  seat  of  jssiiceia 
Wayne  coanty,  to  Hi jl's  Ferry. 

From  Jackson,  to  the  seat  ot  jostioe  is  Wajae 
couiHy* 

From  St.  Louis,  by  Belle  Foauii^  »d  Pof 
Uge  de  Sioux,  to  the  seat  of  justiee  a  Liseols 
county. 

From  Potosi,  by  Belleview,  to  Mwphi's  Set- 
tlement. 

hi  the  Alabama  Tbrn/ory— From  Hntsriik, 

to  Moors  ville,  in  Limestone  Cooolf. 

From  Cahaba  to  St.  Stephens. 

From  Burnt  Corn  Springs,  Monroe  eoostf  of 
Blakely,  to  Mobile,  in  Mobile  coontf. 

From  Cahaba  to  Tuskaloosa. 

From  Huntsville,  in  Alabama  Territorf,^ 
Shelby  ville  and  Fayetteville,  to  Marfreesboroff^ 

in  Tennessee. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  TIaf «« 
military  road  commenced  by  the  troops  n^^ 
United  States,  under  the  eommaod  of  ^*^^ 
Jackson,  and  leading  from  HnatsriHe;  t\^^^^ 
Alabama  Territory,  to  Madisonville,iaitic^^ 
of  Louisiana,  be  established  a  pontoaiewhea 
the  same  shall  be  completed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1619. 

An  Act  ibrther  to  suspend,  Ibr  a  limitod  tise,  tivsdi 
or  forfeitnre  of  lands  for  fstlaie  fa  eeapletiV  ^ 
payment  thereon.  .  . 

Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  opentioB "  »< 

•ijah  condition  of  the  fifth  seetidD  of  tbe  ks 
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lied  "Aq  set  to  mmcad  the  act,  eniiiled  'An 
prOTiding  for  the  Mle  of  the  lands  of  the 
ited  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  above 
mouth  of  Ken  tacky  ri?er,"  be,  abd  the  same 
ereby,  suspended  natil  the  thirty  first  day  of 
reh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
aror  of  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  at  anjr 
he  land  oflleea  of  the  United  States:  Pron* 
,  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  ex- 
led  to  aoY  one  purchaser  for  a  greater  qoan- 
than  SIX  nundrM  and  forty  acres  of  land. 
Lpproved,  March  3, 1819. 


Act  to  enlbree  those  pronnoas  of  the  set,  entitled 
An  act  to  iaeoiporate  the  suhssriben  to  the  Bank 
r  the  United  Stales,"  which  xeUte  to  the  right  of 
dtiog  for  dixectorsy  and  ibr  other  porposes. 

U  it  enacted,  ifc,  That,  in  all  elections  of 
!Ctors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  heie« 
)r  to  be  held,  under,  and  by  trirtne  of,  the  '*Aet 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
ited  States,"  whenever  any  person  shall  offer 
he  judges  of  such  elections  naore  thno  thirtj 
es  in  the  whole,  including  those  offered  in  his 
n  right,  and  tluMe  offered  ny  him  as  attorney, 
xy*  or  ngent,  for  any  others,  the  said  judges  of 
!  elections,  or  any  one  of  them,  are  hereby 
horized  and  required  to  administer  to  the  said 
son,  so  offering  to  vote,  the  following  oath  or 
rmation,  riz: 

1,  — ^,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  aflSrm,  as  the. 
le  may  be,)  that  I  hare  no  interest,  directly  or 
lirecily,  in  the  ahares  upon  which  I  shall  vote 
this  election,  as  attorney  for  others ;  that  those 
irei  are,  to  the  best  of  rojr  knowledge  and  be- 
f,  truly,  and  in  good  faith,  owned  by  the  per- 
is in  wnose  names  tbey  nowetaod  ;  and  that, 
voting  at  this  electioii^  I  shall  not,  in  any 
inner,  violate  the  first  iondamental  article  of 
I  **Act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
nk  of  the  United  States."  And  the  said  judges 
elections,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  be  author- 
d  and  empowered,  in  their  discretion,  or  at 
)  instance  of  any  stockholder  of  the  baak,  to 
minister  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  to  any 
rson  offering  to  vote  at  any  such  election. 
3bc.  d.  ilnS  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  no 
rson  shall  be  entitled  to  rote  at  any  stieh  elee* 
n,  as  attorney,  proxy,  or  agent,  for  any  other 
rson,  copartnership,  or  body  politic,  without  a 
wer,  for  that  purpose,  being  duly  executed,  in 
i  presence  of  a  witness,  and  filed  in  the  bank, 
d  on  which  power  shall  be  endorsed  the  oath 

affirmation  of  the  person,  or  one  of  the  co* 
Ttners.  or  of  the  head,  or  some  of  the  officers, 

the  oody  politic  ffraoting  such  power,  in  the 


ords  following:  ''I 


do  solemnly  swear, 


r  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I  am  (or  that 
e  cupartnershtp,  consisting  of  myself  and  •— ^, 
e,  or  that  the  corporation  known  by  the  name 

,  is,  as  the  ease  may  be,  (truly,  and  in 

lod  faith,  the  owner,  (or  owners,  as  the  case 
ay  be.)  of  the  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
aak  of  the  United  States,  specified  in  the  with- 
'  power  of  attorney,  and  of  no  other  shares  | 


that  no  other  person  has  any  interest  in  the  said 
shares,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  as  stated  in 
the  said  power;  and  that  no  other  power  has 
been  given  to  any  person  which  is  now  in  foroe, 
to  vote  for  me  (or  for  the  copartnership  afore^ 
said,  or  for  the  body  politic  aforesaid,  as  the  case 
may  be,)  at  any  electioo  of  directors  of  the  said 
bank ;"  which  oath  or  affirmation  ma^  be  taken 
beibre  a  notarv  public,  judge,  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  shall  oe  certified  oy  him. 

8x0. 3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  if  the 
judges  of  any  election  of  directors,  to  be  held  as 
aforesaid,  shall  pcormit  any  person  to  give  more 
than  thirty  votes,  in  the  whole,  at  any  such  eleo* 
tion,  without  the  said  person's  hi(f  ing  taken  the 
aforesaid  oath  or  affirmation,  or  shall  suffer  any 
person  whatever  to  vote  as  attorney,  agent,  or 
proxy,  for  any  other  person,  or  foe  any  copart* 
nersbip,  or  body  politic,  without  a  power  for  that 
purpose,  as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section, 
with  the  oath  or  affirmation  and  certificate  afore- 
said ;  such  of  the  said  judges  as  shall  consent 
thereto,  shall  severally  be  deemed  guiltv  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and,  on  due  conviction  tnereof, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thou* 
sand  dollars,  or  to  Imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before 
which  such  conviction  shall  be  had.  Aad  if 
anjr  person  shall  wilfully  and  absolutelyswear or 
amrm  falsely,  in  taking  any  oath  or  amnaatlcm 
prescribed  bv  this  act,  aueh  person  so  offending, 
shall,  upon  due  conviction  theraof.  be  subject  to 
the  painsand  penalties  whichareby  iawpreseribed 
for  the  punishment  of  wilful  and  eorrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jw'O^  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  or  any  other  bribe,  present,  or 
reward,  or  any  promise,  contract,  oblmtion,  or 
security,  for  the  payment  or  delivery  or  any  mo* 
ney,  present,  or  reward,  or  anything  to  obtain  or- 
procure  the  opinion,  vote,  or  interest,  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  the  directors  thereof,  or  the  president  or  a 
director  of  either  of  the  branches  of  the  said 
bank,  in  any  eleetion,  question,  matter,  or  thing, 
which  shall  come  before  the  said  president  aiM 
directers  for  deeision,  in  relation  to  the  interest 
and  management  of  the  business  of  said  bank, 
and  ahall  be  thereof  convicted ;  such  person  or 
persons,  so  giving,  promising,  contracting,  or 
securing  to  be  given,  paid,  or  delivered,  any  snm 
or  sums  of  monev,  present,  reward,  or  other  bribe, 
as  aforesaid,  and  tne  president  or  director  who 
shall  in  anywise,  accept  or  receive  the  same,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  and  impriaoned 
at  the  discretion  or  the  court,  and  shall  forever  be 
disqualified  to  hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit 
under  the  said  corporation,  aad  shall,  also,  for- 
ever be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3. 1819. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  '<Ab  set  concerning  tonnage 
and  diMriaunating  duties  in  certsin  esses." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  passed  on  the 
twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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tid  eigbxem,  entitkd  "An  act  ooQceniHig^  tdtt- 
ntge  tod  diserimiimiiDip  datie«  in  eeftain  cbmb,'* 
be,  and  tba  mum  barely  h,  extandtd,  in  aH  iit 
protrfsiomi  and  1  jmitatienf,  to  the  Teseala  of  Prtis* 
8ta,  of  tba  city  of  Hambarg,  and  of  tbe  eity  of 
Diainon* 

Sic.  d.  And  be  U  fiaiher  eruuted,  Th%t  tba 
net  passed  on  tba  third  of  Mareb,  eighteen  buoK 
dreiF  and  fifteen,  entiiled  *^Aa  aer  to  repeal  sa 
mncb  of  tbe  several  aets  imposiaff  dQtie»  on  tbe 
tonna^  on  [of]  sbipa and  Teeeels,  [aodoD  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  tbe  Uifi*' 
ted  Slates,  as  imposes  a  diseriminatiag  duty  on 
tonnage  between  foreign  vessels]  and  Tesseleaf 
tbe  United  Saates,  and  between  goods  imported 
into- tbe  United  States  in  foreign  Teasels  and  ves* 
sds  of  tbe  United  States,''  and  aleo  tbe  aet  to 
which  thin  is  an  addition,  together  with  this  aec, 
shall  ceeea  and  expire  on  tbe  first  day  of  Janaary, 
eif  bteen  bnadred  and  twenty'^our. 

ApproTtd,  Mardi  3;  1819. 


An  Act  to  pijotect  the  coouneree  of  tbe  United  Stsiesi 
mad  p^aish  the  criaw  of  piracy. 

Be  ii  emacUd.  fe^  That  the  President  of  tba 
Uflilnd  States  be,  and  be  hereby  i9,  authorized 
and  rei|uealcd  ta' employ  se  nanny  of  the  poblio 
anncd. vessels^  as,  in  his  jndyinent,  tha  serrtce 
mnp  require,  witii  suite bie  lastmctions  ta  the 
comeiMMlara  theeeof,  in  prateeliog  tbe  meeebnot 
ressels  of  tbe  United  States  and  their  ere waf mm,* 
piratical  aggressiotta  and  depredations. 

Sm.  a.  And  U  UJwiker^naaUd^i  That  the 
President  of  the  Uniied  Stntea  ba^  and  hereby  is, 
antbortned  to  ioctrnnt  the  cooMBandeia  of  the 
publior  armed  Tcseels  of  the  United  Stntea  to  sub- 
dne,.  seize,,  take,  and  scad  inta  any  port  of  tba 
United  States^  any  armed  TeaecA  or  boat^  or  any- 
Teasel  or  boat,  the  crew  whaseef  shall  be  arme^- 
and  whidi  shall  have  atienpied  or  oomantted. 
any  piratical  aggiassioai  searob,  restmint,  depr^ 
dation,  or  eaiiure^  upon. any  Teesei  of  tbe  United 
Stuies^  or  of  tba  citiaene  thereof,  or  npoft  any 
otbar  Teasel;  aad  ala» to  retake  any  Tesaelef  the 
UiHied  Statee.  or  its  cttizeae,  wbich  naay  k«Te 
been  aalawidliy  captuied  ;upon  the  high  sens*- 

Sao.  a.  And  be  ttjkrther  emuUd^  That  tbe 
eonanander.  and  ctewof  any  flMKhuit  tesaelof 
the  United  Steles,  owned  wholiyior  in  part,  by  .a 
ciltfea  thereof^  may  opposa  and  defend'  a^ainet 
any<agfrasaien,aearioh,  restraint)  depredation^  or 
seignrej  which  shall  be.aitampted  upon  eoah  Te»- 
ael^  or  upon  any  other  TeseeA •owned  aa^aforasaid* 
by  thatCommaMca  ori  erew  of  any  armed  Tesaei 
whattsaerer,  not  being  a  pnUie  armed  Teasel  of 
some  nation. in  amity  wttk  tbe  United  Staeeai 
and ;may  subdue  and  oaptureibesttmo';  and  mar 
aleo  retake  any  Tesaei,  owned  as  aforeaaid^  wfaioh 
may  have  been  caplnied  by  the  commaniier  or 
crew  of  aoy  such  armed  Tease!,  and  send  tbe 
same  into  aoy  port  of  tbe  United  States. 

Sn«. 4.  Andbeitfiniher enactef): Tbafi wkea-* 
ever  any  TCsael  or  boat,  frotnwiiiob  any  pimieal 
aggreasion,  search,  reatraini,  def^^ntiou)  or  sek- 
ure^  shall  baTe  been  first  attempted  or  made, 


shall  bei  eaptnlwl  and  brevgbt  iate  asffortof 
the  United  Stales,  tbe  same  sbali  aodtasf  Wtd- 
jndged  and  condemned  to  theirine,sBd(kitQf 
tbe  captors,  after  due  prooesa  and  trial,  i&  m 
court  haTtag  admiralty  jnrisdietioa^  anilwliKb 
abaU  beholden  for  the  district  in  whiohsoelictp' 
f  ured  Teisel  shell  be  brongbf ;  and  the  ssaie  tmti 
shaU:  therenpon  order  a  sale  and  diitribotioi 
thereof  aeeor  diagly,  and  nt  their  diserctiM. 

Bwo.  6,  Amd  H  it  fitrtkir  mooted,  Thai  if 
aoy  person  or  peraoas  wbatsoerer,  shall,  m  ike 
high  seas,  commit  tbe  crime  of  piteftyttt^edKd 
by  tbe  Jaw  of  nations,  and  such  offeoderorofesd- 
ers  shall  afterwards  be  brought  into,  orfoQodio, 
tbe  Uttlted'4Shwtee,  avevy  eneb  ofieadsrsroin^ 
ere  shaMj  upon  eoa-riietimi  theroef  hafoie  ikecir* 
coit  ooarv  of  the  Ueieed'  SfiH^  fdr  (be  distikt 
into  which  he  or  they  may  be  biosgH  or  in 
which  be  *or  tbey  shell  be  found,  bt  posisked 
with  death. 

Sac. «.  And  be  i$fiiHkir  sMded,  Tbi(  this 
aet  shall  be^in  force  until  rbeeod  ef  tbesettfes- 
sioa'ofCongeeeai* 

Approved,  March^  3, 18119L 


Aa  Aet  to  continue  in  fiaree  lor  a  fnrtbtf  taatiMid 
entitled  "An  act  lor  ftahlishing  tredbf •bivHwitb 
the  Indian  tribe%f'  and  Ibr  othsr  pazpONik 
BeU  enoBkdi  fa^  Tfant.tbea«tciti(l«it''At 
act  for  establishing  tradlng-hooseewiik  tbt  u* 
dinn  tribes,*'  tM^esad  on  the  aeeead  daj  of  IM 
one  tboueandnight  bnndrcd  andeiaveD,aodviiie)| 
waa,  by  aubleMettt  aata^cantinued  iafoicetttu 
tbe  &nt  day  of  MaKh,.oM  tbeamad  eifhtbii' 
dred  and  ninaleen,aballbe,and  theaaist  iih«(«>^ 
furtker  eontinned  in  force  until  tba  lira  kjfl 
March,  oae  rthonaand  eight,  hundmdead  i*h7, 
and.no  lo8«er.  ^.    , 

Sao^  2.  Awdi  be  U  Junker  enadd,  Tbitibe 
Preaident^of  tha^Uaited'  Stnteeeball  bxn^ 
aad  he 'it  hereby  anlboriaed)  in  eieff  eisenae 
he  shaU  jttdge it  expedient,  to  tmnsfer  ui^^^ 
Indian  agenia^  whoae  compenaatioa  «ss  iie^.n 
tba  act,  entitled  ^An  act  fizinrth«soBi|i««UM 
of  Indian  amenta  and  faetora,"  from  the  pb^^ 
signated  by  tbefaaad  aal^  for  tbedieeharg««(  u^| 
dtttiea^  respeeiiealy,  tn  aucfi  other  pistes »  »| 
bttblie  aetaioe  may  reqniiv }  and  shsii  sboktn 
pew«p  to  appein^  by  aad  with  the  csaint  ui 
adme  of  the  Senaie^  an  Indian  agtst/oriM 
UpperMnaaari,  whoaeannual  comMiaUM^ 
be  i»aei  thocaand  eigkt  hundred  delarii 
Approred,  Mbiah  3^  1819. 

An  Act  regulating  the  paymento  to  IxnSi  f^^ 

BeHemcted^fc^  That-ia  aU  c»m^^ 
cation  fbr  the  pawnent  of  penaiooa  to  »^^ 
under' tbe  eetraral  lawa  of  CongreasgfUt^K^* 
sions  to  inralida,  tbaaffidnvit  of  ^^^^'^u 
phyaieiana,  whoae  ctedibiliiyi  as  socli,  ij^£ 
certified  by  the  magistrate  befoie  ^^,zZ 
darit  is  madeisutiag  the  continuance  of  w" 
ability  for  which  tbe  pension  wn  «2d2 


jgrantcd, 


it,)  aad  the  iHi 


^atk^^ 


s». 
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itj  at  4he.  Ua^  of  .making  the.  affiiarU,  ahall 
>iiipaj9y  the  applicatioo  of  the  first  payment 
ch  shall  Ml  dueaAer  the  fourth. day  of  March 
t,  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  thereaf- 

and  if,  in  a  case  of  a  continued  disahility,  it 
1  be  stated  at  a  rate  below  that  for  which  the 
iion  was  originally  granted^  the  applicant 
1  only  be  paidat  the  rate  stated  in  the  affida- 

Provided^  That  where  the  pension  shall 
e  been  originally  granted  for  a  total  disability, 
soQsequence  of  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  other 
ae,  which  eanoot,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
emoTed^  the  above  affidavit  shall  not  be  neces- 

lo  eatule  the  applicaikt  to  payment:  And 
tided  also.  That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to 
invalids  of  the  Revolution,  who  have  been, 
hall  bvpli^ced  on  the  pension  list  pursuant  to 
ict  of  Congress,  entitled  ^*Aq  act  to  provide 
certain  persona  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
ice  of  tne  United  States  ia  the  Revolutionary 
,"  approved  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in 
year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
eight, 
approved,  Mcrch  3, 1619; 

In  Act  to  regulate  the  dnttBaon  ctsrtain  Winas^ 
h  it  en^fLcUd*  ^  That,  frem  and  after  the 
tieth  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight  hundned 
I  nineteen,  tbe  duties  now  by  lav  levied,  col- 
ted,  and  paid,  on  wine  not  enumeimted  in  the 
ct  to  regulate  the  duties  oa  imports  and  ton* 
n9]"  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of.  A^il, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  when 
ported  in  bottles  or  eases^  of  seventjr  cents  pei 
Ion,  and  on  wine  not  enumetated  m  said  aet^ 
en  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles  or  easesi 
tw9Bty«fife  cents  per  gallon,  shall  eease  and 
ermine;  and  there  shiDl  be  levied,.eoUeeie4, 
i  paid,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  several  and  specific 
>ie8  hereinafter  mentioned;  that  is  to  say,  on 
les  not  enumerated  in  the  act  aforesaid,  when 
ported  in  bottles  or  cases,  thirty  cents  per  gal- 
,  and  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles 
cases,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacled^  That  an 
^tion  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the 
eral  rates  of  duties  above  specified,  and  imposed 
>n  the  several  goods,,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
resaid,  which,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
le,  one.  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
ill  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of  the 
ited  States:  Prarnded^  That  this  additioiMtl 
ty  shall  not  apply  to  such  goodi^  wares,  aad 
irchaodise,  imported,  in, ships  or.  vessels  not  of 
i  United.  States,  entitled,  by  treaty,  or  by  any 
t  or  acts  of  Congress,,  to  be  entered  in  the  ports 
the  United  States,  on  the  payment  of  thes^me 
ties  as  are  paid  on  jgoodsy  wares^  and  meschan- 
ie,  imported  in  ships  or. vessels  of  the  United 
ates. 

Sfic.  a.  And  be  it  further  enadedt  That  there 
all  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by.  this 
t  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
iperted  into  the  United  States,  upon  the  ezp^r- 
tion  thereof,  within  the  time,  and  in  the  man- 


ner^  prescribed  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  aet, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  oa  imports 
and  toiinage,''  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh  day. 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
exisiinff  laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for, 
the  collection  of  the  duties,  imposed  by  this  act 
on  goods,  wares,. and  merchandise,  imported  into 
the  United  States ;  and  for  the  recovery,  coUec* 
tion,  distribution,  and  remission,  of  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  as  fully  and  efiectualiy  as 
if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penalty,  forfeiture, 

f provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  in  the  exist- 
ng  laws  contained;  had  been  inserted  in,  and  re- 
enacted  by  this  act.' 

'.  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wines 
and  distilled  spirits,  imported  and  deposited  in 
the  public  stores,  under  the  direction  of  the 
surveyor,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  *'Act 
providing  for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  distilled 
ipirits  rn  public  warehouses,"  passed  the  twentieth 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
may  be  transported  coastwise,  from  the  public 
iwarehouses  in  one  distxict^  to  those  in  another 
district,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary 
bf  the  Treasury  may  prescribe,  without  loss  of 
debenture. 
:   Approved,  Mar  eh  3, 1819. 


An  Act  respecting,  the  location,  of  certain  sections  of 
i  land  tobs  granted  far  the  seat  of  government  in  the 
I   State  of  Indiana. 

.  J9<i<enac(e(lfo.,  That,  instead Affoorsee^onp^ 
provided  to  be  located  ander  the  direction  of  th« 
Legislatnre  of  the  Stnta  of  Indiana/ and  to  be 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  fixang  thereon  the  Mat 
of  government  for  that  State,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  locate,  f6r  that  purpose,  under  the  direotioo  of 
the  Legislatnre  aforesaid,  any  oontignous  qtiarM 
aections,  fraetione,  or  parte  of  sections,  not  to  es- 
peed,  in  the  whole,  the  quantity  ceatained  ia  four 
entire  sections :  Such  loc«tions  shall  bamade 
before  the  commencement  of  the  public  sales  of 
kbe  adjoining  and  surrounding  lands,  belonging* 
to  the  united  States. 
Approved,  Blarch  3^  1819. 


An  Act  making  apprcveialioiislQr  thep^liebwUiovi, 

far  ttie  pnichase  of  a  lot  of  land,  andfonnishittga 
;  'apply  of  water  for  the  use  of  cniam  public  b«lld« 
:   i"8**, 

:   Be.it  enactedj  fc^  That  there  be  appropriated 
for  finishing  the  wings  of  the  Capitol,  in  addition 
to  the  sums  already  appropriated,  the  further  sum. 
pf  fifty-one  thousand  thr^e  hundred  and  thirty- 
Iwo  dollars. 

For  erecting  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred 
end  forUF'four.  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  gates,  the  iron  railing,  aad 
the  enclosure  north  of  the  President's  house,  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-foor  dollars. 

For  enlarging  the  offices  west  of  the  President?* 
house,  eiffht  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty*' 
seven  dollars. 
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For  porehasiffga  lot  of  land,  and  for  eoDstraet- 
iDg  pipes,  for  supplying  the  Exec  a  tire  offices  and 
President's  house  with  water,  nine  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

Which  said  several  sums  of  money,  hereby  ap- 
propriated, shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  hereby  appropriated,  shall  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  civilisation  of  the 
Indian  tribea  adjoining  the  frontier  settlomenls. 

Bt  a  enacUdf  ^c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding against  the  farther  decline  and  final  ex- 
tinction of  the  Indian  tribes^  adjoining  to  the 
frontier  settlemenu  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
introduciog  among  them  the  habits  and  arts  of 
civilization,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  in  every 
case  where  he  shall  judge  improvement  in  the 
habiu  and  condition  of  such  Indians  practicable, 
and  that  the  means  of  instruction  can  be  intro- 
duced with  their  own  consent,  to  employ  capable 
persons,  of  good  moral  character,  to  instruct  them 
in  the  mode  of  agriculture  suited  to  their  situa- 
tion ;  and  for  teaching  their  children  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  for  performing  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  enjoined,  aecordlDg  to 
siich  instructions  and  rules  as  the  President  may 
give  and  prescribe  for  the  regulation  of  their  con- 
duct, in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Sso.  2.  And  be  U  fiiHher  emicted.  That  the 
annual  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
and  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
and  proceedinffs,  in  execution  of  the  foregoing 
provisions,  shau  be  laid  annually  before  Congress. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  <'An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Loniiiana  and  Territoiy  of  Miseouzi." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c^  That  the  provisions  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congreaa,  entitled  '<An 
act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri/' 
passed  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  so  construed 
aa  to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  the  countj  of  How- 
ard, in  the  Missouri  Territorv,  as  established  by 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  passed 
the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  any  construction  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
ri^ht  of  pre-emption  given  by  the  aforesaid  pro- 
visions, as  explained  and  extended  by  this  act, 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  any  right 
derived  from  the  United  States,  by  purchase,  at 
public  or  private  sale,  of  the  lands  claimed  under 
the  aforesaid  act. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enocterf,  Tut  uf 
person  or  persons  who  have  settled  0D,i!lia- 
proved,  any  of  the  lands  in  the  said  Terriu^Tf 
served  for  the  use  of  schools,  before  tbe  ^m 
of  auch  lands  were  actually  made,  and  who  mi 
have  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  thereto  bfw 
existing  laws  had  not  the  same  been  somene^ 
shall  have  the  right  of  pre-emption  ihereio.n^k 
the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  sobjectutk 
same  restrictions,  provided  forotiier  etsescfi 
right  of  pre-emption  in  said  Territory;  uj  Qe 
register  of  the  land  cyffice,  and  reeeirercfpshiJ: 
moneys,  for  the  district,  shall  havepovertOjeJKt 
any  other  vacant  and  unapproprttted  )ak  ia 
the  same  township,  and  as  nearadjteeotBln& 
of  equal  quantity  and  like  qoalitj  eto  bedoiMd, 
in  lieu  of  the  section,  or  parts  or  a  seetioi,f^ 
shall  have  been  entered  in  right  of  pn<Jif% 
according  to  tbe  provision  of  this  KctioB. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  to  cuiynBcfa 
treaties  eondndea  with  several  ladiaa  tnta  ^eia 
mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  |irpo«o[ 
carrying  into  elfi^ct  a  treaty  betweeo  tkeDiitH 
States  and  the  Wyandot,  Senect,  Delim 
Shawanee,  Pattawatima,  Ottawa,  aod  Ckipyen 
tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  at  tkefooto/w 
Rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie, oo  tbe  ivetif 
ninth  day  of  September,  eigbteeo  boodred  ui! 
seventeen ,  and  t  he  supplementary  treaty eood»« 
with  said  tribes,  at  St.  Mary's,  to  tbe  Sai<  a 
Ohio,  on  tbe  seventeenth  of  Septeffiber.eisMcti 
hundred  and  eighteen,  tbe  folio wis^soaf  be, »£ 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  lo  eosfonsitT 
with  the  stipulations  contained  to  uiA  uaiji^ 
supplement,  to  wit : 

The  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  tbne  boBlred 
dollars,  for  the  payment  of  tbe  aQDffitie.f"°^ 
to  said  tribes,  in  the  manner  and  pnfOitMi»  fol- 
lowing : 

To  the  Wyandot  tribe,  annoallf,  foff^ff,  " 
Upper  Sandusky,  four  thousand  fire  boii(ed(t»' 

lars.  ,  , 

To  the  Seneca  tribe,  annoall^forerer.itl^^V' 
er  Sandusky,  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Shawanee  tribe,  annaalif,  foK^> '^ 
Wapaghkonetta,  two  thousand  doilirs. 

To  the  Shawanees  and  Senectt  of Lewsm 
annually,  forever,  one  thousand  dolUn. 

To  the  Pattiwaiimas,annuslly,ftfrfifwjf  ^ 
at  Detroit,  one  thousand  three  haodred  ifi^ 

To  the  Otiawas,  annually,  for  fift««J2?htr 
Detroit,  one  thousand  dollars;  and  tbe j^^ 

annual  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hiu^^"'^^^ 
forever.  -t  , 

To  the  Chippewa  tribe,  anaosilf.f^^ 
years,  at  Detroit,  one  thoossod  dolienj       ^ 

And  the  sum  of  three  thouMad  doUiRi  ^] 


paid  in  the  course  of  the  yesr  ^HS^^y^^Qi 
and  eighteen,  to  the  Delaware  iw  ^r^ 
tribes,  to  wit :  .   ^g„ 

To  the  Delaware  tribe,  at  Wtpi«k^M^°" 
hundred  dollars 
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?o  the  Wyandot  tribe,  two  thousaDd  fife  han* 
d  dollars. 

for  the  paj meat  of  the  amoant  of  damages, 
eased  by  aathority  of  the  Secreury  of  War,  in 
or  of  several  tribes  and  iodividuals  of  lodiaos, 
09e  property  was  injured  or  destroyed  dorioff 

late  war,  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
hty  doUara  thirteen  cents ;  to  be  paid  in  the 
uner  following: 

ro  the  Wyandoto,  at  Upper  Sandusky,  four 
•asand  three  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
rty-nine  cents. 

Co  the  Seneeas,  at  Lower  Sandusky,  three 
usand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars 
snty-foar  cents. 

Co  the  Indians  at  Lewis  and  Scoutash  towns, 
I  thouaaad  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol* 
I  fifty  oents. 

Po  the  Debwares,  for  the  use  of  the  Indians 
to  suffered  losses  at  Oreentewn,  and  at  Je* 
nestown,  at  Wapaghkonetta,  three  thousand 
le  hondred  and  filty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
ro  the  representatives  of  Hembis.  a  Delaware 
lian,  a»  Wapaghkoaetta,  three  hundred  and 
ty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  oents. 
ro  the  Shawaaees,  an  additional  sum,  at  Wa- 
thkooetta,  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
To  the  Senecas,  an  additional  sum,  at  Wa- 
ehkonetta,  of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 
Seo.  2.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted.  That,  for 
5  purpose  of  carrying  into  effiect  the  treaty  be- 
een  the  United  states  and  the  Chickasaw  na* 
n  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the  aineteeoth'  of 
tober,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  the  fol- 
ving  stam  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
mI,  in  e  onformity  with  the  stipulations  contain- 
in  said  treaty  ;  that  is  to  say : 
To  the  Chickasaw  nation,  annually,  for  fifteen 
eeessive  year^  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Sao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
B  purpose  of  earrying  into  eflfect  the  treaties 
aeluded  at  St.  Mary^s,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
ith  the  Wea  tribe,  on  the  second  of  October, 
(hteen  hundred  and  eighteen ;  the  Pattawatima 
be,  on  theseeond  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
d  eighteen ;  the  Delaware  tribe,  on  the  third  of 
stoher,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  and 
tth  the  Miami  tribe,  on  the  sixth  of  October, 
{hteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  the  followiog 
ms  be,  aad  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 

conformity  with  the  stipulatioas  con  tamed  in 
id  treaties;  that  is  to  say: 
To  the  Wea  tribei  the  aanual  sum  of  oae  thou- 
nd  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which  sum, 

addition  to  their  former  annuity  of  eleven 
indred  and  fiftv  dollars,  will  make  a  sum  total 
'three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Pattawatima  tribe,  the  annual  sum  of 
ro  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Delaware  tribe,  the  annual  sum  of  four 
lousaod  dollars. 

And  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirteen  thousand 
iree  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  twenty-five 
ents,  to  satisfy  certain  claims  against  the  Dda- 
rare  nation,  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
states,  aad  to  be  expeaded  hy  the  Indian  ageat 
15th  Coir.  ledSBafi.— 80 


at  Piqua  and  Fort  Wayne,  affreeably  to  a  sche- 
dule examined  and  approved  by  the  commis* 
sioaers. 

To  the  Miami  tribe,  the  annual  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Sac.  4.  iifid  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  fourth  [24th]  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  with  the  duapaw  tribe  of 
Indians;  and  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  September,  eighteen  hondred  and  eighteen, 
with  the  Peoria,  BLaskaskia,  Michigan ia,  Cahokia, 
and  Tamarois.  tribes  of  the  Illinois  nation  of  In* 
dians ;  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  in  conformity  with  the  stip> 
ulations  contained  in  the  said  treaties;  that  is 
to  say: 

To  the  duapaw  tribe,  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  one  thous- 
and dollars. 

To  the  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  the  Michigania,  Ca- 
hokia, and  Tamarois,  tribes  of  the  Illinois  nation, 
the  annual  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  fwriher  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carryina  into  effect  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  with 'the  Great  andXittle 
Osage  nation  of  Indians,  a  sum,  aot  exceeding 
four  thousand  dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
ap|»ropriated,  to  satisfy  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
Uaited  States,  for  property  stolen  or  destroyed 
by  the  Osages,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  said  treaty. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  for 
the  payment  of  the  annuity  granted  to  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  concluded  near 
Fort  Wilkinson,  on  the  Oconee,  the  sixteenth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and 
for  which  no  appropriation  has  heretofore  been 
made,  the  annual  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated;  and 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  concluded  with  said  nation  at  the  Creek 
agency,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  the 
further  annual  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  term  of  ten  socceisive  years,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  eoaformably  to  the  stip- 
ulations contained  in  the  said  treaty. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  Gtrrjiag  into  effect  sundry  other 
stipulations,  contained  in  several  of  the  treaties 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appointed,  Sjgreeably  to  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  the  Wyandot,  Seneca. 
Delaware,  Sbawaoee,  Pattawatima,  Ottawa,  anu 
Chippewa,  tribes  of  Indians,  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  an  agent,  to  reside  amouff  or  near 
the  Wyaadots,  who  shall  also  execute  the  duties 
of  agent  for  the  Seneeas.  and  the  Delawares  on 
the  Sandusky  river;  and  an  agent  to  reside 
anoagor  near  the  Shawanees;  who  shall  eaeh 
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reeeiTe  tweire  haodred  dolltrs  per  annam,  u  a 
full  compensation  for  their  services. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Mveral  soms  hereinbefore  appropriated,  be  paid 
oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. — Approved,  Maroh  3, 1819. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  military  sites. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  under  the  direc* 
tioD  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  sold  such  military  sites,  belonging  to 
the  United  Slates,  as  may  hare  been  found,  or 
become  useless  for  military  purposes.  And  the 
Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized,  on  the 
payment  of  the  consideration  agreed  for,  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  make,  eiecute, 
and  deliver,  all  needful  instruments,  conveying 
and  transferring  the  same  in  fee ;  and  the  juris* 
diction,  which  nad  been  specially  ceded,  for  mil- 
itary purposes,  to  the  United  States,  by  a  State, 
over  such  site  or  sites  shall  thereafter  cease. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  alteration  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt,  grant- 
ing a  bounty  on  pidded  fish  exported,  and  allowances 
to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries." 

Be  it  enactedy  if>c.,  That,  from  and  .after  the 
passingof  this  act,  there  shall  be  paid,  on  the  last 
day  of  December,  annually,  to  the  owner  of  every 
fishiii^  boat  or  vessel,  or  his  tgent,  by  the  collec- 
tor 01  the  district  where  such l)oat  or  vessel  may 
belong,  that  shall  be  qualified,  agreeably  to  law, 
for  carrying  on  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  fisheries, 
and  that  shall  actaally  have  been  employed  there- 
in, at  sea,  for  the  term  of  four  months,  at  least, 
of  the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  season 
is  accounted  to  be  from  tne  last  day  of  February 
to  the  lant  day  of  November  in  every  year,  for  eacn 
and  every  ton  of  such  boats  or  vessels.  burdene<^ 
according  to  her  admeasurement  as  licensed  or 
enrolled,  if  of  more  than  five  tons,  and  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  tons,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  if 
above  thirty  tons,  four  dollars  \  and  if  above  thirty 
tons,  and  having  bad  a  crew  of  not  less  than  ten 
persons,  and  having  actually  been  employed  in 
the  cod  fishery,  at  sea,  for  the  term  of  three  and 
one-half  months,  at  the  least,  but  less  than  four 
months,  of  the  season,  at  least,  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents:  Provided,  That  the  allowance  afore- 
said on  any  one  vessel,  for  one  season,  shall  not 
exceed  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Seo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  such 

Esrts  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the  act 
ereby  amended,  as  are  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed — Approved,  March  3,  1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  at  War  to  appoint 
an  additional  agent  for  paying  penaioneis  of  the 
United  SUtes  in  the  8ute  of  Tennessee. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,.  That,  from  and  after  the 
Iiasaing  of  thia  act,  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart* 


ment  of  War  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  mutherind  to 
appoint  an  agent,  ia  addition  to  tlie  one  cesdy 
appointed  in  the  State  of  Teoocsaee,  aaie  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Apiil,  use  tbo— ni 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  for  tbe  purpose  i 
paying  pensioners  of  the  United  Statci.  nudm 
in  East  Tennessee ;  whose  daties  ahnll  be,  ia  i. 
respects,  similar  to  those  nppotnted  under  m 
aforementioned  act. 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  jBecratnij  of  War  li  cmfef 
a  lot  or  parcel  of  land*  '»*t^*nging  to  de  Tailed 
States,  lying  in  Jefletaon  coan^,  in  the  6uit  of 
Virginia. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  oCWar 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  eoavcy.^ 
deed,  in  feeaimploi  to  a  certain  John  Peaoheti 
lot,  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  apportcaaneei  ie- 
longing  to  the  same,  lyinff  in  Jefieraon  eaanty.  ia 
the  State  of  Virginia, called  the  Keep-Trpt  Fei^ 
nace,  and  eonuining  two  hnadred  nnd  tvaty- 
one  acres,  belonging  to  the  United  8liics,apea 
such  terms  as  he  may  think  moat  eondneire  le 
the  interest  of  the  United  Btntes ;  and  the  nooey 
arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  to  dcpoain  ia  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  designate  the  houndariea  of  djstncu.mi 
establish  land  ofikes,  for  the  dispoeal  of  the  jaUk 
lands  not  heretofore  ofieied  for  aale  in  the  Simbi  d 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  the  sale  of 
the  unappropriated  public  landa^  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  ia  extii^s&e^ 
the  following  districts  shall  be  fonned  amd  Jaad 
offices  therefor  established :  Ail  the  pehlie  lands, 
as  aforesaid,  lying  between  the  weilera  heaadary 
line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  a  north  and  sooth 
line  to  be  drawn  at  forty-eight  milea  east  of  the 
said  boundary  line,  and  bounded  on  the  south  bf 
the  Indian  boundary  established  by  the  Tresty  ot 
Qreenviile,  and  on  the  north  by  the  northcn 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  ahall  form  t  dn- 
trict^  for  which  a  land  office  sJiall  be  esiahiichci 
at  Piqua.  And  all  the  public  landa,  as  aforcsaii 
lying  between  the  above  described  district  vU 
the  western  limits  of  the  Connectieot  Rcsem 
and  Canton  land  district  as  first  established,  sad 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Indian  boondbuyes* 
tablished  by  the  Treaty  of  Qreenviile,  aad  oa  (he 
north  by  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Sate  of 
Ohio,  shall  form  a  district,  for  which  a  isad  office 
shall  be  established  at  the  town  of  DeUwarc. 
And  for  the  disposal  of  the onappropiiated public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  which  the  IndisA 
title  is  extinguished,  the  foiiowing  districu  shall 
be  formed,  and  land  offices  established:  All  tte 
public  lands^  as  aforesaid^  to  which  the  ladiui 
title  was  extinguished  by  the  treaties  condsied 
at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  month  of  Octoher,  eif&ieen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  lying  east  of  the  rsage 
line}  separating  the  fint  and  second  ranges,  east 
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of  the  second  prtneipal  meridiata  extended  north 
to  the  present  Indian  boundary,  and  north  of  a 
lioe  to  be  ran,  separating  the  ninth  and  tenth 
tiers  of  townships  north  of  the  base  line,  shall 
form  a  district,  tor  which  a  land  office  shall  be 
escablished  at  Brookrille.  And  all  the  public 
lands,  as  afores^aid,  the  Indian  title  to  whicli  was 
extinguished  by  the  treaties  aforesaid,  and  lying 
w^est  of  the  last  described  district,  shall  form  a 
district,  for  which  a  land  office  shall  be  establish- 
ed at  the  town  of  Terre  Haute.  And  all  the 
public  lands,  as  aforesaid,  the  Indian  title  to 
^irhich  was  extinguished  by  the  treaties  aforesaid, 
lying  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian,  and 
south  of  a  line,  to  be  run,  separating  the  ninth 
and  tenth  tiers  of  townships  north  of  the  base 
line,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  attached  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Jefferson ville;  and  the  said  lands  shall 
be  offered  for  sale,  with  the  same  excepttona,  and 
on  the  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect, 
both  at  public  and  private  sates,  as  is  provided 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  the  districts  aforesaid: 
JPromded.  ako^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized, to  remove,  whenever  he  shall  judge  it  ex- 
pedient so  to  do,  the  land  office  from  Jefferson- 
▼  ille,  tosome  central  and  suitable  place  within 
the  district. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and 
-with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  for 
each  of  the  districts  aforesaid,  a  register  of  the 
land  office  and  receiver  uf  public  moneys;  which 
appoiotmeots  shall  not  be  made,  for  any  of  the 
aforesaid  respective  land  districts,  until  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  public  lands  shall  have  been 
surveyed  within  such  district  as  to  authorize,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President,  a  public  sale  of  land 
-within  the  same;  which  registers  of  the  land 
office  and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  when  ap- 
pointed, shall  each,  respectively, give  security,  in 
the  same  sums,  and  in  the  same  manner,  and 
whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and  duties,  and 
authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in 
respect  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in 
relation  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  the  several  land  offices,  established  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  anti  Indiana. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all  the 
public  lands  within  the  aforesaid  several  districts, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished, 
and  which  have  not  been  granted  to,  or  reserved 
for,  the  use  of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or 
appropriated  and  reserved  for  any  other  purpose, 
by  any  existing  treaties  or  laws,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  section  numbered  sixteen,  in  each 
township,  which  shall  be  reserved  for  the  support 
of  schools  therein,  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  to  the 
highest  bidder,  at  the  land  offices  for  the  respec- 
tive districts,  under  the  direction  of  the  register 
of  the  land  office  and  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
oa  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  designated 
for  that  purpose :  the  sales  shall  remain  open  at 


each  place  for  three  weeks,  and  no  longer;  the 
lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollara 
an  acre ;  and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold 
in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  by  law^  pro* 
vided  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  All 
the  public  lands  in  the  said  districu,  with  these 
exceptions  abovementioned,  remaining  unsold  at 
the  close  of  the  public  sales,  may  be  disposed  of 
at  private  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  respective 
land  offices,  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  same 
regulations,  for  the  same  priee,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect,  as  are  or 
may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana.  And  patents  shall  be  obtained,  for  the 
lands  sold  in  the  said  districts,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  are  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  for  other  public  lands  in  the  Statea 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  remove,  when- 
ever he  shall  judge  it  expedient  so  to  do,  any 
and  each  of  the  land  offices  established  by  thia 
act,  to  ancb  suitable  place,  within  the  district  for 
which  it  was  established,  as  he  shall  judge  moat 
proper, 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  Jiuiher  enacted  That  each  of 
the  registers  of  the  lapd  office,  and  receivers  of 
public  moneys,  shall  receive  five  dollars  for  each 
day's  attendance  In  superintending  the  public 
sales  in  their  respective  districts. 

Approved.  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United  Statea 
to  take  possession  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  and  occupv  the  territories  of 
Bast  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appendages  and 
appurtenances  thereof;  and  to  remove  and  trans- 
port the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
being  there,  to  the  Havana,  agreeably  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  a  treaty  between  the  United  Statea 
and  Spain,  executed  at  Washington,  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  Febraar]r,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  providinr 
for  the  cession  of  said  territories  to  the  United^ 
States;  and  he  may,  for  these  purposes,  and  in 
order  to  maintain  in  said  territories  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  employ  any  part  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia 
of  any  State  or  Territory  which  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted f  That,.umil 
the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  Congress, 
unless  provision  for  the  temporary  government 
of  said  territories  be  sooner  made  by  Congresa 
all  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers;  exer- 
cised by  the  omcers  of  the  existing  government 
of  the  same  territories,  shall  be  vested  in  such  per- 
I  on  and  persons,  and  anall  be  exercised  in  such 
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manner,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining^  the  inhabitants 
of  said  territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  the  collection  of 
leTenne,  and  the  importation  of  persons  of  color, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  said  territories;  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  foe.  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized,  within  the  term  aforesaid,  to 
establish  sach  districts  for  the  collection  of  the 
lerenue,  and.  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  to 
appoint  sucli  officers,  whose  commissions  shall 
orpire  at  the  end  of  the  neit  session  of  Congress, 
to  enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient. 

B%Q.  3.  And  he  iiJUrther  enacttd.  That  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into 
effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  anjr  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  appli- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Sse.  4.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  this 
iQt  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  whenerer  the 
aforesaid  treaty,  providing  for  the  cession  of  said 
territories  to  the  United  States,  shall  have  been 
ratified  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged,' and  the  King  of  Spain  shall  be  ready 
to  surrender  said  territory  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  said  treaty. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  concerning  the  aUowanoe  of  pensions  upon  a 
relinqushment  of  bounty  lands* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  second  section  of 
the  act  making  further  provision  for  military  ser- 
vices dqring  the  late  war,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  so  much  of  the  act  to 
amend  the  same,  approved  Mareh  third,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  that  section,  shall  be  continued  in 
force  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act :  Provided,  nevertheUee, 
That  no  pension  shall  be  granted  under  the  said 
acts  after  the  sixteenth  day  of  April  next,  unless, 
at  the  time  of  relinquishing  the  bounty  land,  in 
the  manner  therein  described,  the  children,  for 
whose  benefit  the  same  may  be  granted,  or  one 
of  them,  shall  be  under  sixteen  years  of  age :  And 
provididf  olfo,  That  the  pensions  shall  commence 
at  the  date  of  the  relinquishments  respectively. 

Approved,  Mareh  3, 1810. 


An  Act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the  8tata  of  Il- 
linois, for  the  seat  of  government  of  said  State. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  shall  be  granted 
to  the  Slate  of  Illinois  four  sections  of  land,  or 
eont^uous  quarter  sections  and  fractions,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  quantity  contained  in  four  entire  sec- 
tions, w  the  purposie  of  fixing  thereon  the  seat  of 
S over nment  for  the  said  State ;  which  lands  shall 
e  selected  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  thirti- 
eth section  of  the  schedule  to  the  eonstitution  of 


the  said  State:  Proxided^  That  such  sdcetbi 
shall  be  made  before  the  public  sale  of  the  idjotfi* 
log  public  lands  shall  have  taken  pUee. 
Approved,  Mareh  3, 1819« 

An  Act  snthorising  the  pnrchsse  of  firs  engiiM,  lad 
for  building  houies  for  the  ssftkeepiogof  (beiuM. 

Be  it  enacts,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aQtboriicd 
and  requested  to  cause  to  be  purchased  two  fin 
engines,  of  the  first  class,  with  proper  copper  lo^ 
tion  pipes,  and  six  hundred  feet  ot  rivet  ladien 
hose,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  pnUieud 
other  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washiogtoa  inn 
fire. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted,  Thattke 
President  of  the  United  States  cauie  to  be  boilt 
two  good  and  sufficient  houses,  for  thenfekecpiiit 
of  the  said  engines ;  one  to  be  located  entbe up- 
itol  Hill,  near  the  Capitol,  and  one  near  ibePn- 
sident's  house  and  public  offices. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  U  Juriker  enaOed,  Tkit,for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  same^tbetonof 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be,  ssdiiiere 
by,  appropriated,  out  of  any  unappropriaud  bo* 
ney  in  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  March  3,  1819. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  repiIatiBttbe  ciff- 

lency  within  the  United  Sutes  of  the  goM  oooi « 

Great  BriUtn,  France,  Portagsl,sndSpuB,iBdth« 

crowns  of  France  and  five-fianc  piecef. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  gold  coiw  ofGr«j^ 

Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  present  stioMrt, 

shall  be  a  legal  tender  fo  the  payment  of  all  det^ts, 

at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cenU  forereryiweoif- 

seven  grains,  or  eighty-eight  cents  sod  ap 

ninths  per  pennyweight:  the  gold  coins  of  FrM«i 

of  their  present  standard,  at  the  f»t««^^"% 

dred  cents  for  every  twenty-seven  and  i »" 

grainy,  or  eighty-seven  and  a  ^^^}"^^^^ 

pennyweight:  the  gold  coins  of  Spsinit/M'*" 

of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twentf-ci|W*JJ 
s  half  grains,  or  eighty-four  cents  per  penBfW«»jJt 

until  the  first  day  of  November  next:  aod  W 
from  and  after  that  dsy,  foreign  gold  coiosifl*' 
cease  to  be  a  tender  within  the  United Suie^'o^ 
the  payment  of  debts  or  demands.     ^  „.  _ 

Sec  2.  And  bi  U  Juriher  »«wM/r,S 
much  of  the  act  entit}«<d  "An  »cX regoUung wj 
currency  within  the  United  States  of  tberj 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  Prance,  Portugji. "? 
Spain,-'  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  oMPi 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  reUt<s(oJ<^r, 
silver  coins,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  beievfi  ^^ 
tinued  in  force  for  two  years  from  «"■,",- 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April  next,  and  no loa|»- 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  correction  ^^^  ^ 
wg  entries  of  lead  at  the  IsodofliM* 
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that  he  intended  to  parehtie,  and  beings  desiroua 
of  haying  the  error  in  his  entrf  corrected,  he 
shall  make  his  application  for  that  purpose  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office ;  and  if  it  shall  appear, 
from  testimonr  satisfactory  to  the  register  and 
receiver  of  pobiie  moneys,  that  an  error  in  the 
entry  has  been  made,  and  that  the  same  was  occa- 
sioned by  original  incorrect  marks  made  by  the 
surveyor,  or  by  the  obliteration  or  change  of  the 
original  marks  and  numbers  at  the  corners  t>f  the 
tract  of  land ;  or  that  it  has  in  any  otherwise 
arisen  from  mistake  or  error  of  the  surveyor,  or 
officers  of  the  land  office;  the  said  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  report  the  case, 
"with  the  testimony,  and  their  opinion  thereon,  to 
the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury,  who  shall  have 
power  to  direct,  if  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  pro- 
per, that  the  purchaser  shall  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw the  entry  so  erroneously  made,  and  that  the 
moneys  which  had  been  paid,  shall  be  applied  in 
the  purchase  of  other  lands  in  the  same  district, 
or  credited  in  the  payment  for  other  lands  which 
shall  have  been  purchased  at  the  same  office* 
Approved,  March  3, 1819« 

An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensions. 

Beitmacied,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  list  of  invtlid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions,  according  to  the 
rates,  and  commencing  at  the  times,  hereinafter 
mentioned ;  that  is  to  say : 

Benijah  Abro,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  of  October 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Robert  Craighead,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 

?er  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirty-first  of 
anuary,  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Solomon  Van  RenssaTlaer,  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  October,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  Iwelve. 
and  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  ana 
eighty  dollars,  the  amount  of  pension  to  him  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per  month,  commenc* 
iog  on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  endin([  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
And  twelve,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
-vrhile  serving  as  a  captain  of  dragoons  under 
Oeneral  Wayne,  in  a  battle  with  the  Indians,  on 
tbe  twentieth  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four. 

Thomas  Bailey,  at  the  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Benjamin  Pincin,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  of 
fdnrch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Caleb  J.  Whaley,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirti- 
eth of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

William  Earnest,  whose  father  died  of  wounds 
received  in  battle  daring  tbe  late  war,  to  be  ap- 


plied, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
bepartmeot  of  War,  in  the  education  of  the  said 
William,  at  the  Connecticut  asylum  for  the  edu- 
cation and  instruction  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons, 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years,  at  the  rate 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

John  Low,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  or  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Jeremiah  Burn  ham,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 

Ser  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
anuary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ser- 
enteen. 

John  Sargent,  of  Vermont,  at  the  rate  of  four 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

Peter  Francisco,  of  Virginia,  at  the  rate  of  eight 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  tJnited  States, 
oe  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  af- 
fixed to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  time  hereinaAer  mentioned,  and 
be  in  lien  of  pensions  they  at  present  receive ; 
that  is  to  say : 

Benjamin  Merrill,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  Norember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen. 

Timothy  Mix,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

William  Lackin,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  serenteen. 

John  Wright,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen* 

Samuel  Key  Kendall,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

James  Campbell,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen* 

Philip  Krugh,  at  tlie  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Gkorge  Pierson,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  of  September, 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  seventeen. 

John  Long,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Thomas  McBaraey,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ser- 
enteen. 

William  Simpson,  nt  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 

Cer  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  of  Septem- 
er,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen* 
James  C.  Wingard,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
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per  month,  to  eommeiice  od  the  thirtieth  of  No- 
Tember.  one  tboawnd  eight  hundred  tnd  sixteen. 

William  Arnold,  at  the  rate  of  $eren  dollars 
«nd  fifty  eents  i>er  month,  to  commence  on  the 
ilrst  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen. 

Joseph  8.  Van  Driesen,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen. 

John  Tilton,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Joseph  Westeott,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  October^  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enteen. 

Aaron  Stafford,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
pension  granted  by  this  act^  or  any  other  act  here- 
after to  be  passed,  to  any  officer,  soldier,  or  marine, 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  shall  cease 
and  be  discontinued,  in  case  the  individual  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  granted  hath  availed 
himself,  or  shall  hereafter  avail  himself  of  the 
provisions  of  an  act,  passed  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  In  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  war." 

Bso.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all 
persons  entitled  to  pensions  in  conformity  with 
the  provision  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  during 
the  Revolutionarv  war,"  passed  April  the  eigh- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  six,  and  also,  the 
fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners,"  passed  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  may  be  nlaced  on  the  pension  list  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  without  reporting  the  same  to 
Congress. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  for  sdjosting  the  dsims  to  land,  and  estab- 
lishmg  land  offices  in  the  districts  esst  of  the  bland 
of  New  Orleans. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  all  the  claims  to  land 
founded  on  complete  grants  from  the  Spanish 
Qovernment,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  the  commissioners  from  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  appointed  under  the 
authority  of  an  act,  entitlea  *'An  act  for  ascer- 
taining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that  part 
of  Louisiana,  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  which  are 
contained  in  the  several  reports  of  the  commis- 
sioners, and  which  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
missioners, valid,  agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages, 
and  customs  of  the  said  Qovernment,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  recognised  as  valid  and  complete 
titles,  against  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United 


Sutes,  or  right  derived  from  the  Umiled  teer: 
And  that  all  claims  founded  oo  British  fnscs, 
contained  in  the  said  reports,  which  kave  ksa 
sold  and  conveyed  according  to  the  prorbaoascl 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britaia  sad 
Spain,  of  the  third  of  September,  one  thousud 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  by  which  ttet 
part  of  Louisiana,  lying  east  of  the  island  sf 
Orleans,  was  ceded  to  Spain,  ooder  the  deaosu^ 
nation  of  West  Florida,  or  which  vece  seukd 
and  cultivated  by  the  person  baving^  the  legal  tide 
therein,  at  the  date  of  said  treaty,  are  rccflfsised 
as  valid  and  complete  titles  against  any  chn  u 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  derivtl  firam 
the  United  Stotes. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeied  Thtt  all 
claims,  reported  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  is  tie 
several  reports  of  the  said  commissioners^  foos^i 
on  any  order  of  survey,  reqnette^  penaiseieB  a 
settle,  or  any  written  evidence  of  cinim,  derimi 
from  the  Spanish  authorities,  wrhich  ought,  is  t^ 
opinion  of  the  commissioners,  to  be  eeairsud, 
and  which,  by  the  said  reports,  appear  lo  be^ 
rived  from  the  Spanish  Govemoaent  befyietae 
twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thooas^  eis^t 
hundred  and  three,  and  the  land  claimed  to  kive 
been  cultivated  and  inhabited  on  or  befoRti^t 
day,  shall  be  confirmed  in  the  same  maaner  is  if 
the  title  had  been  completed :  Prfucided^  Thai, is 
all  such  claims  where  the  plat  and  certiicaKst 
survey  made  prior  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  April 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteea.  ni/itt 
the  authority  of  the  Spanish  GoTemmest,  is  ^ 
suance  of  such  claim,  has  not  been  filed  wii^  tht 
said  commissioners,  such  claim  shall  not  be  ces- 
firmed  to  any  one  person  for  more  thaa  tvc^ 
hundred  and  eighty  acres;  and  that  for  all  the 
other  claims  to  land  comprised  in  the  ttf^ts 
aforesaid, and  which  ought,  in  the  optaios oTii^ 
commissioners,  to  be  confirmed,  the  dsisMst  to 
such  lands  shall  be  entitled  to  a  graat  ifcere/er  as 
a  donation:  Provided,  That  sucb  gnat, »  a  do- 
nation, shall  not  be  made  to  any  one  peisoafoc 
more  than  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  scies; 
which  confirmation  of  the  said  incomplete  litlei 
and  grants  of  donations,  hereby  provided  to  \k 
made,  shall  amount  onlv  to  a  relioqatshmcat  fo^ 
ever,  on  the  part  of  the  Cnited  Sutes,  of  say  elMist 
whatever  to  the  tract  of  land  so  confiroied  ot 
granted :  And  prtrnded,  aleo,  That  do  such  cltia 
shall  be  confirmed  to  aoy  person  to  whoo  tbe 
title  lo  any  tract  of  land  shall  have  been  nt^ 
nised  under  the  preceding:  provisions. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  furuier  enacted^  That  ererf 
person,  or  his  or  her  legal  representanre^  vbose 
claim  is  comprised  in  the  lists  or  register  of  e^os, 
reported  by  the  said  commissioners,  asd  ite  per- 
sons  embraced  in  the  list  of  actual  seulers,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  not  having  any  writ- 
ten evidence  of  claim  reported  as  aforesaid,  sb^ 
where  it  appears,  by  the  said  reports,  or  by  <ii« 
said  lists,  that  the  land  claimed  or  settled  oa  bsd 
been  actually  inhabited  or  cultivated,  by  soek 
person  or  persons  in  whose  rights  he  claims^  oa 
or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  ooe  ttioe»od 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  entitled  tot  giant 
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T  the  laod  so  eltimed,  or  needed  od,  as  a  dona- 
DD :  Prwridedf  That  not  more  than  one  traet 
lall  be  thus  graoted  to  aof  one  person,  and  the 
ime  shaJl  not  contain  more  than  six  hundred  and 
»rty  acres ;  and  that  no  lands  shall  be  thus  grant* 
1  which  are  claimed  or  recognised  by  the  pre- 
iding  sections  of  this  act. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
erson  comprised  in  the  said  list  of  actual  settlers, 
ot  having  any  written  evidence  of  claim  to  land 
i  said  districts,  and  who,  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
pril,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
tall  have  inhabited  or  cultivated  a  tract  of  land 
i  either  of  the  said  districts,  not  claimed  by  vir- 
le  of  either  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act, 
lall  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  on  becoming  a 
urchaser,  from  the  United  States^  of  such  tract 
f  land,  on  the  same  terms  and  conditiooS|  and 
t  the  same  price,  for  which  the  other  public 
^nds  are  sold  at  private  sale:  Provided,  That 
le  first  instalment  of  the  purchase  money  shall 
e  paid  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
istrict  within  which  the  land  lies,  within  two 
ears  after  the  opening  of  the  land  office  for  such 
istrict. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  That,  for 
be  purpose  of  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
&nds  in  the  districts  aforesaid,  and  for  the  disposal 
f  the  lands  which  may  remain  the  property  of 
he  United  States  therein,  a  land  office  shall  be 
!stabli»hed  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  to  be  kept 
or  the  western  district,  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse, 
ind.  fur  the  eastern  district,  at  Jackson  Court- 
louse ;  and  a  register  and  receiver  of  public 
noneys  shall  be  appointed  for  each  of  the  said 
and  offices,  who  shall  give  security  in  the  same 
nanner,  and  in  the  same  sums,  and  whose  com- 
)ensation,  duties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every 
espect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands 
which  shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of,  at  their  re- 
(peciive  offices,  as  are  by  law  provided  in  relation 
:o  the  other  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
noneys  for  the  several  land  offices  of  the  United 
States. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
)erson  or  persons,  claiming  lands  in  either  of  the 
laid  districts,  whose  claims  have  not  heretofore 
)een  filed  with  the  commissioner  of  the  land 
)ffice.  of  the  district  wherein  the  lands  lie,  shall 
)e  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  July,  ope  thou- 
land  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  to  deliver  notices 
in  writing,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims,  in 
the  said  aistricts,  respectively,  to  ihe  register  of 
Ihe  land  office  at  Jackson  Courthouse  and  at  St. 
Helena  Courthouse  \  and  the  noticesand  evidences 
so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
payment  of  the  same  fees,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
delivered  before  the  commissioners  closed  their 
said  registers. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  il farther  enacted^  That  every 
person  or  persons,  wno  had  filed  his  or  their  notice 
of  claims  to  lana,  within  either  of  the  said  dis* 
tricts,  with  the  commissioner  of  the  land  office, 
according  to  the  former  laws,  but  have  not  ei- 
hibited  sufficient  testimony  in  support  of  the  same, 


and  whose  claim  has  not  been  recommended  for 
confirmation,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,, 
to  deUver  written  evidence,  or  other  testimony,, 
in  support  of  his  or  their  claim,  the  notice  of  whicn 
had  been  filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  reeister  of  the 
land  office  at  St.  Helena,  for  lands  lying  m  the 
district  west  of  Pearl  river,  and  to  the  register  of 
the  land  office  at  Jackson  Courthouse,  for  the 
lands  lying  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and 
the  evidence  of  claims,  the  notice  whereof  had 
been  filed,  as  aforesaid,  for  lands  lying  in  the  said 
district,  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by 
this  section,  to  the  said  registers,  shall  be  recorded 
by  them,  respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  was 
directed  by  former  acts,  on  receiving  the  same 
fees  allowed  by  said  acts,  for  recording  evidence 
of  claims  to  lands  in  the  same  districts. 

Sfio.  8.  And  be  U  farther  enacted^  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said 
respective  land  offices,  at  Jackson  Courthouse  and 
at.  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  shall  have  the  same 
powers,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  in  every 
respect,  in  relation  to  the  claims  that  may  be  filed 
in  virtue  of  the  sixth  section  of  this  act,  and  in 
relation  to  the  claims,  the  notices  of  which  had 
been  filed  under  former  acts,  as  well  as  to  the  ad- 
ditional evidence  which  shall  be  adduced  in  sup- 
port thereof,  agreeably  to  the  seventh  section  of 
this  act,  as  the  commissioners  for  the  districts 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river  would  have  had,  or 
should  have  performed,  if  such  notices  had  been 
filed,  and  such  evidence  adduced,  before  the  said 
commissioners  closed  their  registers. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  each  of  the  said 
land  offices,  respectively,  to  make^to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  a  report  of 
all  the  claims  filed  with  the  register  aforesaid, 
with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  support 
thereof;  and  of  the  claims  formerly  filed,  in  sup- 
port of  which  additional  evidence  shall  have  been 
received,  with  the  substance  of  such  evidence ; 
and  also  their  opinion,  and  such  remarks  respeet- 
ing  the  claim  as  they  may  think  proper  to  make; 
which  report,  together  with  a  list  of  the  ciainSj 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  roister  and  receiver, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  and  also  a  list  of  actual 
settlers,  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  noting 
the  time  of  their  respective  settlements,  shall  lii 
laid,  by  the  Commisioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  before  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  determi nation  thereon. 

Sao.  IQ.'And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
said  registers  and  receivers  shall,  respectively, 
have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  who  shall  he  a 
person  capable  of  translating  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages,  and  who  shall  perform  the 
duty  of  translator,  when  required  by  said  regis- 
ters and  receivers;  and  each  of  the  said  registers 
and  receivers  shall  be  allowed,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services  in  relation  to  the  said  claim^ 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year;  ana 
each  of  the  clerks,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand 
j  dollars  a  year :  Pnmded,  That  not  more  than 
I  eighteen  months'  compensation  be  thus  allowed 


264S 


APPENDIX. 

Puklic  Act9  of  Congnm. 


» 


e  refftater,  receiver,  and  clerk,  for  the  district 
of  Pearl '  river ;   nor  more  than  eighteen 


to  the 

«a8t  t. ^  . 

months'  compensation  be  allowed  to  the  register, 
leceiver,  and  clerk,  of  the  district  west  of  Pearl 

Sac.  11.  And  be  it  JurtKer  enacted,  That  the 
anrTeyor  for  the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee shall,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  appoint  a 
principal  deputf  surveyor  for  the  lands  within 
the  said  districts,  who  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and,  in  addition 
thereto,  the  following  fees ;  that  is  to  say :  for 
examining  and  recording  the  surveys  ezecnted 
by  any  of  the  deputies  at  the  rate  of  twentv-five 
cents  for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  of  such 
■urvey  ;  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plat  of  a 
survey  in  the  office,  twenty-five  cents;  and  whose 
duty  It  shall  be  to  survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed, 
by  his  other  deputies,  the  lands,  the  claims  to 
which  are  confirmed,  and  that  are  directed  to  be 

Knted  as  donations,  where  the  same  have  not 
n  already  surveyed,  and  the  lands  which  may 
be  claimed  by  right  of  pre-emption,  whenever 
directed  by  the  register  and  receiver,  and  to  eze- 
oate  such  other  surveys  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  ascertainment  of  the  lands,  the  title  or  claim 
to  which  is  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners aforesaid.     And  the  said  principal 
deputy  surveyor  shall  make  out  particular  plau 
«f  the  surveys  directed  by  this  act,  which  he 
ahall  return  to  the  register  of  the  proper  district ; 
and  also,  a  general  and  connected  plat,  which  be 
shall  return  to  the  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of 
the  Suie  of  Tennessee ;  and  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying shall  be  paid  bv  the  United  states :  Pro- 
tiieSn  The  same  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole, 
four  dollars  a  mile,  for  evcrv  mile  which  shall  be 
actually  surveyed  and  maraed. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
books  of  the  former  commissioners,  in  which  the 
claims,  and  evidence  of  claims,  are  recorded,  shall 
be  lodged  with  the  registers  of  the  land  office,  for 
the  respective  districts;  and  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  publib  moneys,  in  each  respective  district, 
ahall  have  power  to  examine  the  claims  recog- 
nised, confirmed,  or  provided  to  be  granted,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  also,  claims  to  the 
right  of  pre-emption  |  and  they  shall  make  out  to 
each  claimant,  entitled,  in  their  opinion,  thereto, 
a  certificate,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case, 
under  such  instructions  as  they  may  receive  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office ; 
and  on  presentation  at  the  General  Land  Office 
of  such  certificate  for  a  confirmed  claim,  or  for  a 
donation,  accordinc  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  where  it  shall  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Commisaiooer  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office, 
that  the  certificate  has  been  fairly  obtained,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  then,  and  in  that  case,  a  pateat  shall  be  grant- 
ed, in  like  manner  as  for  other  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sac.  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  said  die* 


UicU  in  the  rteeaa  of  the  Beaate,  wbo  sii'  k 
nominated  to  them  at  their  next  mttiia^ 
Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  IB  addition  to  the  acU  prohibitiDg  tbi  It 

Trade. 

Be  it  enajcted.  ^.,  That  the  Preudat  cf 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  herd)f,tothi 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  Uoited  8(ii2f 
be  employed  to  cruise  on  any  of  the  cou!! of 
United  States,  or  Territories  thereof; crt'i 
ieoast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  where  hesif  *j 
attempts  may  be  made  to  carry  on  thesfantaa 
by  citizens  or  residenu  of  the  Uoited  Sic&a 
contravention  of  the  acts  of  Congress  pr^^ 
the  same,  and  to  instruct  and  direct  tbeeoasM- 
ers  of  all  armed  vessels  of  the  United  SwrIj 
seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  lb*  Cmb 
States,  all  shins  or  vessels  of  the  UoitdSoa 
wheresoever  found,  which  may  htre  ukfs  s 
board,  or  which  may  be  intended  for  tiepn|« 
of  uking  on  board,  or  of  tran8portiB|,«M! 
have  transported,  any  negro,  molatia or pem 
of  color,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  pnTisB«« 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  additioo  uutftts 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  ai^- 
or  place  within  the  jurisdistion  of  th«  usJrt 
States,  from  and  after  the  first  dsf  of  Joau! 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoosandeifkti^ 
dred  and  eight,  and  to  repeal  eeftainpinsiif^ 
same,"  or  of  any  other  actoractiprohi«fliM* 
traffic  in  slaves,  to  be  proceeded  igiiostMCOi^ 
to  law.    And  the  proceeds  of  all  iliip>  tif  ^ 
their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fnmitare,in()iy|e|C(« 
and  effects  on  board  of  them,  which  inUK  « 
seised,  prosecuted,  and  condemBed,sbiUK<ii|^ 
ded  equally  between  the  United  Sui0<^7 
officers  and  men  who  shall  seize,  tile, ircnis^ 

the  same  into  port  for  condemntt»J"^" 
such  seizure  be  made  by  an  armed ^'''., 
United  States  or  revenue  cutter  tkmol  wa 
the  same  shall  be  distributed  in  ^^f^l 
provided  by  law  for  the  distnbotM^« 
taken  from  an  enemy.  Premded,  ^^r/L 
cers  and  men.  to  be  entitled  to  one  half  rtj» 
proceeds  aforesaid,  shall  safe  keep  ereiT^ 
mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  foand  ^^^ 
any  ship  or  vessel  so  seized,  **^^'"5|"a|t 
into  port,  for  condemnatioo,  and  "^"jTf, 
every  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  I*"^.  *  *?'  „ 
the  marshal  of  the  district  io  mm  »'r  ■ 


brought,  if  into  a  port  of  the  Uoited  Sti^^^ 
'  — '^^re,  to  such  person  or  persons  »»^.^ 

r  apnointed  by  the  Fr^^^^^?^ZiZ 
States,  in  the  manner  kereinafterdirer^^^^ 


mitting  to  the  President  of  the  1^d»»S^ 
soon  as  may  be  after  such  deiirery,!^]^^^ 


Dwu  ma  MMMmj    %t^  ai«si   ouvu  *j^»«»  — ji      ,^-(jii$  B 

list  of  such  negroes,  molattoes,  ^.r\^^^ 

color,  that  he  may  give  ^^^^^U 
posal  of  them.    And  prxnridedjuruff)^ 
commanders  of  such ^-.—rtnid  resw 


cause  to  be  apprehended,  and  taken  i«w  ^  ^ 
every  person  found  on  board  of  »ow  , 
seized  and  taken,  being  of  the  offie(»  <^^^, 
thereof,  and  him  or  them  conrey,v>^" 
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lientlr  may  be,  to  the  etTil  aotbority  of  the 
ited  BUtei,  to  be  proceeded  ftgaioat,  id  doe 
irse  of  law,  in  some  of  the  districts  thereof. 
Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the 
isident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  is 
eby,  authorized,  to  makesoch  res^alations  and 
an^ements,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
ekeeplng,  rapport,  and  removal  beyond  the 
kits  of  the  United  States,  of  all  sneh  neffrocs, 
iattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  as  may  be  so  deliT* 
d  and  brought  withia  their  jarisdiction ;  and 
appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons,  residing 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  agent  or  agenu  for 
eiTing  the  negroes,  molattoes,  or  persons  of 
;Ofr,  delivered  from  on  board  vessels,  seized  in- 
t  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade,  by  command- 
I  of  the  United  Sutes'  armed  vesselsi 
Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted^  That  a 
unty  of  twenty-five  dollars  be  paid  to  the  offi- 
rs  and  crews  of  the  commissioned  vessels  of 
i  United  States,  or  revenue  cutters,  for  each 
d  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  who 
all  have  b^n,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  deliv- 
ed  to  the  marshal  or  agent  dnly  appointed  to 
ceive  them:  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ry  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay,  or 
use  to  be  naid,  to  such  officers  and  crews,  or 
eir  agent,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  for  each  person 
iivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  iijurfher  enacted^  That  when 
ly  c  itizen,  or  other  person,  shall  lodge  informa- 
3n  with  the  attorney  for  the  district  of  any 
tate  or  Territory,  as  the  case  may  be,  that  any 
$gro.  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  has  been  im- 
)rteo  therein,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
:ts  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  it  shall  be 
le  duty  of  the  said  attorney  forthwith  to  com- 
lenee  a  prosecution,  by  information ;  and  pro- 
ses shall  issue  against  the  person  charged  with 
olding  such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes, 
erson  or  persons  of  color,  so  alleged  to  be  im- 
orted  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
foresaid :  And  if,  upon  the  return  of  the  process 
zecuted,  it  shall  be  ascertained,  by  the  verdict 
f  a  jury,  that  such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mu- 
utoes,  person  or  persons  of  color,  have  been 
rought  m,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ig  of  the  acts  in  such  cases  made  and  provided, 
ben  thd  court  shall  direct  the  marshal  of  the 
aid  district  to  take  the  said  negroes,  molattoes, 
ir  persons  of  color,  into  bis  custodV,  for  safe- 
;eepiDg,  subject  to  the  ordert  of  the  President  of 
he  United  States:  and  the  informer  or  inform- 
irs,  who  shall  have  lodged  the  information,  shall 
)e  entitled  to  receive,  over  and  above  the  portion 
if  the  penalties  accruing  to  him  or  them  by  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
rided,  a  bounty  of  fifty  dollars,  for  each  and 
ivery  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  who 
ihall  have  been  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the 
marshal ,-  and  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury  is 
bereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  upon  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  di:ftrict 
where  the  prosecution  may  have  been  had,  with 
the  seal  or  office  thereto  annezed,  stating  the 


number  of  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of 
color,  so  delivered. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  armed 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shall 
make  any  capture  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  to  bring  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  for  adjudi- 
cation, into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  Slate  or 
Territory  to  which  such  vessel,  so  captured, 
shall  belong,  if  he  can  ascertain  the  same ;  if  not, 
then  to  be  sent  into  any  convenient  port  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  fitriher  enaeUd^  That  all 
such  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  as  may  be  repugnant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  herebv,  repealed. 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to  carry 
this  law  into  efiect. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  baOding,  erecting,  and  pla- 
cing l]gh(t>hou8ss,  beacons,  and  buoys,  on  places 
designated  in  Boston,  Bossard,  and  Chesapeake, 
Bays,  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  lor  otiier  pur^ 


Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  b^ 
contract,  which  shall  be  approved  bv  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  building  light- 
houses, erecting  beacons  or  landmarks,  and  pla- 
cing light  vessels  or  boats,  on  the  following  sites 
or  shoals,  to  wit: 

A  light-house  on  Long  Island  Head,  and  a 
beacon  or  landmark  on  Half-way  Rock,  in  Bos- 
ton Bay ;  and  also  a  light-house  on  Bird's  Island, 
in  Buzzard's  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Mas:>acbuselts. 

A  light-house  on  Galloo  Island,  near  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Ontario,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

A  light-house,  at  a  proper  place,  at  or  between 
the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigaa. 

Three  light-houses,  on  the  following  bites:  one 
on  the  Bodkin,  one  on  North  Point,  and  one  on 
Sparrow's  Point,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

A  light-house  on  Windmill  Point,  at  the  mouth 
of  Rappahannock  river,  or  a  light  vessel  or  boat 
on  the  Wolf-trap  shoals,  if  the  latter  shall  be 
deemed  preferable  to  a  light-house  on  Windmill 
Point;  a  light-bouse  on  Craney  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  Elizabeth  river^  and  a  light  vessel,  or 
boat,  on  Willoughby's  Spit,  between  Lynnhaven 
Ba]['and  Hampton  Roads,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 

f:inia:  And  a  beacon,  or  landmark,  on  Wolf 
sland,  near  the  port  of  Darien,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Sso.  2.  ATid  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  cause  three  buoys  to  be  placed  in  such 
manner  as  to  mark  out  the  channel  leading  into 
the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  one  buoy  to  be  placed 
on  West  Island  Ledge,  in  Buzzard's  Bay;  a  spin- 
dle, or  buoy,  on  the  outer  rock  of  the  reef  run- 
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ning  from  Cuchnty's  hland  to  Eascera  Norwalk 
Islmnd;  another  spiodle,  or  baoy,  od  tiie  reef 
ruAipg  aboat  southwest  from  the  western  poiot 
of  the  Western  Norwalk  Island ;  and  a  spindle 
on  the  rock  off  the  point  of  Fairweather  Uland, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut:  And  twenty  buoys 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  Patapsco  river,  for 
desisnatiog  the  shoals  and  channel,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  a  pier  to  be  carried  out  to  nine  feet  water, 
at  the  light-house  heretofore  authorized  to  be 
erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi;  and, 
also,  that  he  cause  the  present  wood  tower,  at  the 
Seguin  light-house,  in  (he  State  of  Massaehu- 
setts,  to  be  replaced  with  one  of  stone. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  itjvriher  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  following  sums  of  money,  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  heretofore  enumerated  in  this 
act,  to  wit:  For  the  erectidn  and  establishment 
of  light-houses  on  Long  Island  Head,  on  Bird's 
Island,  and  a  beacon  or  landmark  on  Half-way 
Rock,  eleven  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars: 
For  a  light-house  on  Qalloo  Island,  near  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Ontario,  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars:  For  a  lighl*house,  at  a  proper 
place,  at  or  between  the  mouth  of  Qrand  river 
and  Detroit  river,  &ye  thousand  dollars :  For 
three  lieht-houses,  one  on  the  Bodkin,  one  on 
North  Point,  aod  one  on  Sparrow's  Point,  in 
the  Chesapeake  Bav,  and  on  the  Patapsco  river, 
nine  thousand  dollars:  For  a  light-house  on 
Windmill  Point,  or  light  vessel  or  boat  on  the 
Wolf-trap  shoals,  a  light  vessel  or  boat  on  Wil- 
loughby's  Spit,  between  Lynohaven  Bay  and 
Hampton  Roads,  and  a  light-house  on  Craney 
Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river,  twelve 
thousand  dollars:  For  three  buovs,  to  mark  out 
the  channel  leading  into  Boston  harbor,  and  for 
one  to  be  placed  on  West  Island  Ledge,  in  Buz- 
zard's Bay,  siiteen  hundred  dollars:  For  the 
spindles  or  buoys  on  the  reef  running  from  Coch- 
ney's  Island ;  for  that  on  the  reef  running  about 
southwest  from  the  western  point  of  the  Western 
Norwalk's  Island,  and  for  that  on  the  rock  off  the 
point  of  Fairweather  Island,  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars: For  twenty  buoys,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  Patapsco  river,  eight  thou- 
sand dollars:  For  the  pier  to  be  carried  out  from 
the  light-bouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
four  thousand  dollars;  and  for  replacing  the 
tower  at  the  Seguin  light-house,  twenty-five  hun* 
dred  dollars ;  and  for  a  beacon  or  landmark  on 
Wolf  Island,  near  the  port  of  Darlen,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  to 
make  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made,  for  the  purposes  following,  the 
several  sums,  respectively  named,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  payable  out  of  anjr  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  wit :  To  pay  for  the  laud,  and  erecting  the 
light*honse,  at  Holmes's  Hole,  sixty-three  dol- 


lars: For  erecting  a  light«lioiise  on  tkconi 
point  of  Sapelo  Island,  two  thooaodfinfti. 
.dred  and  five  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  Jurther  emutei  Tkie 
sum  of  three  thousand  and  tweaiy-sereadtt 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appropristed,Ntflfaf 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  t^ 
priated.  in  addition  to  the  snms  heretofoRi|p» 
priatedy  to  pay  the  salaries  to  the  sefenl  ktc^ 
of  the  light-houses  within  the  DniiedSaiei.i: 
be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Smuiit 
of  the  Treasury,  so  as  to  fix  the  tonsilfliirf  s! 
each  keeper  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  ikv  ku- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  furthtr  tnadd,  Tm  tM 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  case  besbuieffl 
it  expedient  and  proper,  may  cause  tie  .^t- 
house  heretofore  authorized  to  be  erected  orJe 
south  point  of  Sapelo  Island,  to  be  ciitBSfd  t 
and  placed  on,  WolPs  Island. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819 


An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  psised  on  tk  irat;' 
seventh  day  of  Februaiy,  one  thoottDdeigithS' 
dred  and  thirteen,  entitled  *<  An  act  io  li!^  i^, 
<  An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  EcnliSdia:-" 

Be  it  enacted^  ^  That  so  mneii  oi  (it  i« 
clause  of  the  *^Aet  in  addition  to  ^AoictRSt- 
lating  the  Post  Office  £stablisiiD«i()"ii»^^- 
twenty-seventh  dav  of  February,  one  tltoflsu: 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  eoouiv  t^t^ 
words,  beioff  the  concluding  words  of  the  cIim 
namely:  "And  that  such  contrsctssblist^t^ 
the  regular  transportation  of  theosail  d^Bfi|c«! 
the  year;"  be,  and  the  same  is  berebf,iu>»^ 
and  repealed. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


ResoInUon  declaring  the  admission  of  the  Sue  of 
Illinois  into  the  Unioo. 
Reeolved  by  the  SenaU  and  Bnm^Bxff^-^ 
ativeeofthe  UhiUd  Siaiee  ofAmenea^^, 
greee  auenbkd,  That,  wherev,inpBrs»f]<^ 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  oa  the  ^W^f^^ 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  baodred  aid  e>^ 
teen,  entitled  '<An  act  lo  enable  i^V^r/.^ 
Illinois  Territory  toformaconstitotioott«|»^ 
government,  and  for  the  admissioaofioa'^ 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footiogwiui^j^ 
inal  States,"  the  people  of  said  Temwf'J^'J 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August,  in  ^«^^^ 
year,  by  a  convention  called  for  thii  P^'^-jj^ 
tor  themselves  a  constitution  sad  Sa^  P 
ment,  which  constitution  and  State  ^y^^^ 
so  formed,  is  republican,  aod  io  ^^^L 
the  principles  of  the  articles  of  coaipt«"*|j 

the  original  States  and  ib«  P^P*^  Tl  a^ 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  "'^^'^"^Wtt 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  |hott«»^*gj^. 
hundred  and  eighty-seven:  i^siolvealV 
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%nd  Houat  of  RejpTeunUaheB  of  the  VkUed 
ea  of  America  in  Oongrem  OBiembledL  That 
State  of  Illiaois  shall  be  one,  and  is  nerebf 
ared  to  be  one,  of  the  Uaited  States  of  Amer- 
aod  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
ing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
tever. 
pproyed,  December  3, 1818. 


ilotion  authorising  the  transmission  of  certain 
documents  ftee  of  postage. 

esolved^  ^c,  That  the  members  of  Congress, 
Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretary  of 
Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
B,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
ismit,  free  of  postage,  to  any  post  office  within 
United  States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  any 
uments  which  hare  been,  or  may  be,  commu- 
ned to  either  House  of  Congress,  during  the 
sent  session,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
tes  or  either  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
i  printed  for  the  use  of  Congress. 
Approved,  December  5, 1818. 


posited  in  the  Library  oi  CoBgress,  for  the  use 
tif  the  members. 

ApproTed,  January  23, 1810. 

Resolutions  suthorfanng  the  transmission  of  Uie  doeu- 
ments  aooompsnying  the  report  of  tho  eommittae 
lo  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btatesy  free  of  postage. 

ReaoLvtdy  fc.,  That  the  Members  of  Congress, 
the  Delegates  from  Territories,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atlTes,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  to 
transmit,  free  of  posuge,  to  an  jr  post  office  within 
the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  the 
documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  flousd  of  Represeotatives 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  February  15, 1819. 


tolution  directing  a  surrey  of  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  Csrolins. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 

States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  cause 
?eys  to  be  made  of  the  points  of  Cape  Hat- 
as.  Cape  Lookout,  and  Cape  Fear,  and  of  the 
>als  of  those  capes,  respectirely  \  and  to  cause 
:h  an  ecamination  to  be  made  of  those  capes 
d  shoals,  respectirely,  as  will  ascertain  the 
acticability  of  erecting  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  on  or  near  the  extreme  points  of  them, 

either  of  them  \  and  also  to  cause  the  latitude 
d  longitude  of  the  said  capes,  extreme  points, 
d  shoals,  respectively,  to  be  ascertained  with 

much  exactness  as  may  be  practicable ;  and 
at  the  results  of  such  surveys  and  examinations 

reported  to  Congress. 
Approved,  January  19, 1819. 


)solutioii  for  the  distribution  of  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals ;  and  directing  Pitkin's  Commercial  Stotis- 
tics  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library. 

Resolved^  f  c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
luse  to  be  distributed  one  copy  of  Seybert's  Sta- 
stical  Annals  to  the  President  of  the  United 
tates;  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
Dd  to  the  Executive  of  each  State  and  Territory, 
oe  copy ;  two  copies  for  the  use  of  each  of  the 
Apartments,  viz:  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
(avy  *,  one  copy  for  the  use  of  the  Attorney 
leneral  of  the  Uaited  States;  and  one  eopjr  to 
ach  member  and  delegate  of  the  Fifteenth  Con- 
;ress ;  and  one  copy  to  each  college  and  univer- 
ersity  in  the  United  States,  if  applied  for  by 
uch  college  or  universitv;  and  the  residue  of 
he  five  hundred  copies  oi^  the  Annals  aforesaid, 
ogether  with  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
)r  Pitkin's  Commercial  Statistics,  shall  be  de- 


Resolutions  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  print- 
ing of  Congress  &aXL  be  executed,  fixing  the  prices 
thereof,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
printer  or  printers. 

Beadvedf  fc,  That  the  printing  of  Congress, 
unless  when  otherwise  specially  ordered,  shall 
be  done  in  the  following  form  and  manner,  viz : 
Bills,  as  heretofore,  with  English  type,  on  fool- 
scap paper.  Rule  or  table-work,  in  royal  octavo 
size,  where  it  can  be  brought  into  that  size,  by 
any  type  not  smaller  than  brevier ;  and  where  it 
cannot,  in  such  form  as  to  fold  conveniently  into 
the  volume.  All  other  printing  with  a  small 
pica  type,  on  royal  paper,  in  pages  of  the  same 
size  as  those  of  the  last  edition  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  marginal  notes. 
And  the  following  prices  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  for  the  above  described  work :  For  the  com- 
position of  every  page  of  bills,  one  dollar:  of 
every  page  of  small  pica,  plain  work,  one  dollar ; 
of  every  page  of  small  pica,  rule-work,  two  dol- 
lars ;  every  page  of  brevier,  rule-work,  three  dol- 
lars and  firty  cents  j  and  for  a  larger  form  of  bre- 
vier rule-work,  in  proportion. 

For  the  press-work  of  bills,  including  paper, 
folding,  and  stitching— for  fiftv  copies,  twenty-five 
cents  per  page ;  for  four  hunured  copies,  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  per  page ;  for  the  press- 
work  of  tables,  other  than  those  in  the  regular 
ocuvo  form,  for  six  hundred  copies,  including  as 
above,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  per  form ;  for 
the  press-work  of  the  Journals,  of  nine  hundred 
copies,  including  as  above,  one  dollar  per  page ; 
for  all  other  printing,  in  the  octavo  form,  of  six 
hundred  copies,  including  as  above,  eighty-seven 
and  a  half  cents  per  page;  and  for  a  larger  or 
smaller  number,  in  proportion.      ,    ,, .    ' 

Tbi|t,as  soon  as  this  resolution  shall  have  been 
approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
each  House  shall  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  printer, 
to  execute  its  work  during  the  next  Conffress: 
and  the  person  having  the  greater  number  of 
votes  shall  be  considered  duly  elected,  and  shall 
give  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
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Hoosa  of  RepresentatiTeB,  respeetirely.  for  the 
prompt,  accurate. and  neat  execation  of  tne  work; 
and  in  case  any  inoonTeiiieiH  delay  ahould  be,  at 
any  time,  experienced  by  either  Honse,  in  the 
delirerr  of  its  woric,  the  Secretary  and  Clerk, 
respectiTely,  may  be  aathoriieed  to  employ  ano- 
ther printer  to  execute  any  portian  of  the  work 
of  the  Senate  or  Houte,  and  charge  the  excese, 
in  the  account  of  each  printer,  for  exeeatiDgsoch 
work,  aboTe  what  is  herein  allowed,  to  the  print- 
er guilty  of  such  negligence  and  delay :  Pro- 
pi£d,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
clude the  choice  of  toe  same  printer  by  the  Senate 
and  by  the  House  of  Representatiree. 
Appro? ed,  March  3, 1819. 


Seeolntioft  dedaiUig  Om  auBBsr  lavludiikDiA 
eompoiing  the  Mavy  of  the UnudSuaiiab 
named. 

IU$olteiLfc^  That  all  shipsof  tkeKmii 
the  United  States,  now  baildiag,  or  heem 
to  be  built,  shall  be  named  bf  the  SeeRttiysj 
the  Nary,  under  the  direction  of  the  ?mkii 
the  United  States,  accordiag  to  tie  isSirn^ 
rule,  to  wit:  Thoee  of  the  first  dia  tk.v 
called  after  the  States  of  this  Uuos;  ^i 
the  second  class  after  the  rifeEs;iirf(bR^ 
the  third  class  after  the  piioei|iil  dtia  aj 
towns ;  taking  care  that  no  two  TORbiii 
Nary  shall  b«ir  the  same  name. 

Approved,  March  3, 1819. 
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A.  PH< 

t,  Samuel,  Mr.  Edwudi  piweiitad  tlw  pe- 
tition of        - 

ion  of  SlsTerj,  Mr.  Roberti  preiented  the 
memorial  of  the  American  ConTention  fbr 
the  promotion  of  the,  referred 

,  Joseph,  Mr.  Bnrrill  preeented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ------ 

inte,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of    • 

mment,  the  neael  reeolntione  prqiaratory 
to 

;  lor  peyiog  Pennonwe,  a  bill  firom  the 
Honae  of  RnyreientatiTei  to  anthorixe  the 
8ecretu7  of  War  to  appoint  an  additional, 
in  the  State  of  Tennenee,  read 

sad  a  leoond  time,  and  reftrred 

sported  withoat  amendment     • 

rdered  to*  a  tlprd  reading - 

ead  the  third  time,  and  paued  - 

ma  Territoiy,  Mr.  Tait  preeented  the  me- 
morial of  ttke  Legitlatare  oi,  praying  ad- 
miaaion  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  dbc, 
referred  to  a  eelect  committee 
.  bill  to  enable  the  people  oi;  to  lorm  a  State 
goTemment,  dec,  read  -       -       •       - 
ead  a  second  time    -        -        -        *        - 
vdered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
ead  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -        -        - 
eComed  from  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatiTce 
with  amendmenta  •       •       -       *       • 
ead,  and  eoncnrred  in      •       -       -       - 

•gh  and  Champlain,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted 
a  reaolation  inatracttng  the  Conunittee  of 
Commerce  and  Mannfiictarea  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  erecting  the  two 
diatricta  oi;  into  one        -       .       .       . 

considered,  and  agreed  to  - 

D,  John,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred         ------ 

khe  committee  diachaiged  therefrom  • 

;hany  Mountains,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepreaentatiTea  to  eatabhah  a  judieial  di^ 
trict  in  Yirgiiiia,  weal  of  the,  read 

read  a  second  timo,  oad  referred 

reported  without  ameBdmest     - 

refcrrrtd  to  the  Judieiaiy  Committee 

reported  with  amendmenta 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  end  paaaed  ea  amended 

dung,  Ferdinand  L^  Mr.  Johaeoa  pieemtad 
the  petition  of;  referred  - 
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89 
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169 
806 
809 
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Aaicriean  Manufeetnraa,  the  memorial  of  the 
Delaware  Society  fer  tiie  nremotion  of, 
wee  piueiaUd,  road,  and  refervsd 
Aimory,  National,  Mr*  Johnson  preeented  the 
petition  o4  lefened       •       -       •       • 
committee  diieharged,  and  leave  granted  to 
withdraw  the  papers      .        -       •       • 
Anderson,  John,  Mr.  Ri^pgiee  pieeented  the  pa- 
tition  o(  referred   -     •  •        •       -       • 
a  feTorable  report  thereon  - 
concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered 
.    a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    •       •    .  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Ari»uthnotandAmhrister.   (fif  Seminole  War.) 
Armstrong,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Refh 
resentatiTes  directing  payment  of  certau 
billa  drawn  by,  in  fevor  of  William  Mor- 
gan, read      .        -       •        • 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  - 
Aimy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 
member         ------ 

Arnold,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti* 

tion  o^  referred     .        -        -        •       - 

adTone  report  thereon       -        -       -       - 

considerea  and  concurred  in      •        -        - 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  all  criminal  and  other  prosecu- 
tions, in  which  the  United  Stotee  shall  be 
a  party,  under  the  direction  of  the  • 
agreed  to,  and  referred      -       -       -       - 

Auatin,  Caleb,  adTcrae  report  on  the  petition  of  -  161 
indeftnitoly  poetponed  -  .  -  •  814 
Azaon,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Fonyth  presented  the 
petition  o(  referred  -  .  -  - 
a  fill  for  the  relief  o(  read  -  -  -  878 
read  a  second  time  -  -  •  -  -  881 
indefinitely  poetponed       .       -       -       -    807 

B. 


00 

01 

167 

887 
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70 
100 


170 
190 


Ban,  Mottram,  a  bin  from  the  House  of  Re|ya- 

eentattiree  for  relief  of,  read  the  first  and 

ieoond  time,  and  lefenred       .       •       • 

reported  with  an  tfwndment    -       .       -      07 

ordered  to  a  Airdrsading  -       ...       -    188 

read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  at  aiMnded    187 
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Bank  of  the  Uoited  States,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  with  anndiy 
atatementa  respecting  the,  made  in  Obe- 
dience to  a  resolatton  of  the  last  session      A% 
Mr.  King  presented  a  memorial  of  certain 

stockholders  of  the,  which  was  read     834,  S76 
a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Represen^ti▼es  re- 
specting the,  read         ....    870 
read  a  second  time,  and  reforred        -        -    871 
reported  without  amendment    ...   ^83[fi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    885 
Bannon,  Michael,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  dec,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of 97 

Barbour,  James,  of  Virginia,  took  his  seat        -      11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  sala- 
ries of  certain  offioen    •       *        .        .      S7. 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon    -      40 
speech  of,  on  the  biU  for  the  orgaaitttton  of 

the  eoofts     -•••••      01 
speech  o^  on-  a  proposed  amendaent  to  th0 

Conetitntion 151 

election  of,  as  President  of  Senate  pro  tern.  888 
thanks  oftbe  Senate  voted  to  ...  867. 
address-of,  in  reply  •  -        •        •        •        -    888 

Barrow,  Matthew,  Mr.  Eaton  preaeatod  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  •  •  .  .  80 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  ...  87 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  59 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  68 
Barton,  WilUsm,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatiyes  for  the  relief  o(  read    -        -      58 
read  a  second'  time,  and  referred       -        -      64 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        -      66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -      68 
read  the  Ihird  time,  and  passed        •        -   .  70 
Batman,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read        -        •    883 
read  a  second  time,  and.  referred        -        -    835 
reported  with  amendments        •        -        -881 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    884 
Bay,  Elisha  Halls,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 110 

Bayly,  Monntjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  8eigeant-at- 

Arms,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 

authorizing,  to  appoint  an  assistant,  dec, 

read  twice     -.      •        -        -       -        -      11 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •      19 

Beck,  Paul,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Sparks,  Mr.  Tiche- 

.nor  presented  the  petition  of       -        -      88 
Ball,  George,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Pensions, 
dec,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  a  pension  to    -        •       -       -      83 
resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        -       -      88 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in         -85 
Bell,  William,  Mr.  Rii^glea  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 81 

adverse  report  thereon      .        ^        -        .    170 
considered  and  concurred  in      ^       -       -    191 
Bemard^yacinth,  Mr.  Johnson  preaontad  Iha 

memorial  of,  referred     •       •        •       .    885 
Biggar,  James.    (See  lUmgere,) 
Birdseye,  Nathan  O.,  and  Daniel  BooUi,  Mr. 

-  Daggett  presented  the  petition  of,  tofeired     197 
a  biU  Ibr  the  relief  of,  seed       ...    800 


Birdseye,  N.  G.,  dbc — continued. 

read  a  seeond  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       -     •    > 

read  the  third  time,  and  psned      •    • 

Bombardier^  dtc,  Mr.  Fromentinnibiiuttedi 

reeolntion  respecting  a  gnat  of  hm 

lands  to         ...... 

agreed  to,  and  refeired  to  the  Coomitkes 
Public  Lands        -       .... 

Bonds  for  Duties,  Mr.  WUIiami^  of  Uimmjii, 
submitted  a  reaolntion  calling  ibr  aai^ 
street  of  all   -        -       .... 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  tbe  SicntifT^ 

the  Treasury         » 

Boogard,  Antoine.    (See  Dozd,  Jot^) 
Boundaries  of  Districts,  bill  to  detignite  the,nl  If 
read  a  eecond  time    -  ...  I! 

oidered  to  a  third  reading      -     •    •  %- 
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read  the  third  time,  and  peoed     •    • 
returned  from  the  House  of  RefNMtitin 

with  an  amendment     -      -     * 
considered  and  dissgreed  to     -     •    ' 
Bsady,  James,  Mr.  LaooekpnssntodthepctttB 

o(  referred    • 
Brewster,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  DickoMfR- 

sented  the  petition  of,  reftmd    •    • 
BritishClaimsto  Lands  in  Misniiip[u»Mr.uiu 

presented  the  memorial  of  tb«  LetUtfa 

of  said  State,  respecting,  md     • 

British  Parliament,  Mr.  Maooa  cmamani 
to  the  Senate  three  acti  of  tlie,Rsi    • 

British  Snbjecte,  a  Message  fron  Ow  Pwj^ 
of  the  United  States  with  copiaof>r 
cations  received  from  UieBntidilk>» 
ter  in  behalf  of  certain,  Ac,  moitt- 
fened  to  the  Committee  of  CliiBi    • 

Brook,  George  M.,  and  Edmund  P.  KfM«d;.' 
bUlfrom  the  House  of  BepreifliM«9f 

the  relief  of,  read  -       '  _.'    * 
read  a  second  time,  and  refenw 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  pitted'    ' 

Brown,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  ftmad^Jf^^  ^ 
tion  of,  referred     -       "     '    .    •  » 
adverae  report  thereon      •      *    '.    .  » 
considered,  and  concurred  m   •    '« 
Brown,  Nicholas,  and  Thomis  ?J«*^  .  g 
riU  presented  tiie  memomlfl&n*^    ^ 
adverse  report  therean  '    .    .  [r 

considered,  and  concurred  m    "    .  ^ 
Brown,  John  G..  Mr.  Mellon  pw«n»iBiiir  ^ 
tion  of,  referred     •       '     ]    .    •  ^ 
adverse  reoort  thereon      ',     [    .    -  ^ 
considered,  and  concurred  w    '^^^ 
Mr.  Mellen  presented  »n<^«  JJ^jj. 
referred  to  tiie  same  coniBUW^  ^  . 
eluded  in  the  above  report    "   ^to 
Brown,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  How«»    . 
reeentetivee  for  relief  of - 

read  a  first  time       -      '     ]    . 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  rdwrea 
reported  wiUiout  an  ameadineni 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding    /^p^ 

amended,  read  the  thkd  ume^^^^-  ^^' 

as  amended  -  ',.. 

Brown,  Noah,  and  others,  »h-^f 

the  memorial  of,  refoR*^ 
a  UU  for  the  relief  of,  leid     ' 

indefinitely  postponed 
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banui,  JohD>  uid  Hugh  Milliagi  Mr*  Sioith 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •        •      97 
adverse  repocts  thereon     •  •       -    111 

considered  end  cooenrred  in      -        -       -    1 13 
ghart,  Adolphui,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

RepresentatiYee  for  relief  of,  reed   -        •      58 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -        -      64 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        -      78 
indefinitely  postponed        ....      86 

nett,  Mark.    (See  Perry,  Wm.  N,) 
rill,  James,  jr.,  from  Rhode  Island,  attended        9 
remtoks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increese  eeitaia 
salaries  ......      87 

speech  of,  on  the  esse  of  Matthew  Lyon    •      48 
remarks  o^  on  the  bill  concerning  oentroTer- 

sies  between  States  -  -  -  •  196 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  sick  seamen  -  SOS 
liness,  a  joint  resolation  from  Uie  Honse  of 
RepresentatiTes  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
€M>nceming  the,  necessary  to  be  transact- 
ed, dbc,  read  three  times  by  coneent» 
agreed  to,  and  a  joint  committee  ap* 
pointed  -        -        *        -        •        •    388 

report  of  said  joint  committee,  read    •       -SSI 
tier,  Robert,  Adjutant  General,  dec.,  a  com* 
mnnication  from,  in  relation  to  his  testi- 
mony before  the  Seminole  committee^ 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed      -        •    384 
Han,  Patrick,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Repre- 

sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read  ...  388 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  340 
reported  without  amendment  ...  364 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    384 

Lpitol  Sqnare,  Mr.  Meilen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  surrounding 
the>  with  a  stone  footway       .        .       .      90 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -       -98 
irrere,  John  and  Henry  Messenler,  Mr.  John- 
son presented  the  petition  of  •       -        -      39 
issin,  Maiy,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    •        -        -        -        •     '  -      86 
committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred  * 

to  the  Seoretttry  of  War        -        -        -    191 
report  of  said  officer  referred  to  a  committee    311 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        •        •    338 
■st-Irott  Pipes,  Mr.  Robertsptesented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  City  Councils  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  remission  of  duty  on,  refened    -    334 
adyerse  report  thereon  concurred  in  •       -371 
'auses  depending  in  the  Courts,.  Mr.  Sanferd 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  At- 
torney General  to  procure  and  repovt,  at 
next  seasion,  a  list  of,  dec      •       -       -    113 
modified,  and  agreed  to    •        -        -        -     166 
Javalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fromentin  the  petition  of,  pre- 
sented at  test  seesion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  -        •        •      36 
a  bill  confirming  certain  lands  to,  read       •    160 
read  a  second  time    .        -       •        «       •    164 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -        •    313 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -        -    314 
Certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  a  bill 
more  effectually  to  provide  fer  thepimish- 
ment  of,  read         •       •       .       •        «      84 


Certun  crimes — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time 41 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -        -  66 

reported  without  amendment    ...  100 

oraered  to  a  third  reading        ...  191 

read  a  third  time       .....  300 

recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee    -  809 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -311 

ordered  to  be  engrossed  aa  amended  -        -  314 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  334 

Chaplains,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  joint  res- 
olution for  the  appointment  of  two*  was 
adopted 10 

Chapman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  p»> 

tition  o^  referred  .        •        .        .        •  31 

adverse  report  thereon       •       -        •        -  41 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        •        -  68 

Chickasaw  and  Choctkw  A  gencies,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Miseissippi,  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting extra  altowancee  to  the  poetmas- 

tersatthe 368 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com 
nuttee  .♦•-•• 


Chivois,  William,  the  memorial  of,  was  read,  and 
referred         ..... 

Circuit  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 

of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        - 
read  the  third  tim^,  and  passed  - 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of 
Clark,  Rev.  John,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Clark,  James  H.,Mr.  Stone  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    .        .        -        -        - 
committee  discharged,  and  the  Committee 

of  Claims  substituted  .  .  - 
adverse  report  from  said  committee  - 
the  petition  recommitted  .  .  - 
adverse  report  repeated  .  -  - 
the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time  -  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

Clark,  John,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
o^  referred    .        -        -        •        - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    •       •       •       • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       •        - 
read  the  third  time»  and  passed  • 
Clerks,  a  bill  horn  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 
Department,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .       -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        • 
read  the  third  time,and  passed  .       •       - 
report  finom  the  Navy  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  its      • 
report  from,  the  Tieasnry  Department 
Cletlung  the  Army,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution inetraeting  the  Military  Gonunil- 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  o(  in 
domestic  manufaeturee  •       .        •       - 
considered,  and  agreed  to  • 
eaid  committee  reported  it  inexpedient 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  report  was  made 
and  withdrawn      -       •       .       •       -    168 
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Couting  Trade,  Mr.  King  lubmiUad  a  isola- 
tion concerning  the       •        *       .       -      68 

agreed  to,  and  nibject  referred  •       •        •      69 

a  bill,  aapplemental  to  the  act  conceining 
the,  read 111^ 

read  a  lecond  time    -        -        .        .        .    188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  • 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repreientativei 
with  amendment* 

conridered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        - 
Cole,  MehitaUe,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  l(epre- 
lentativea  granting  the  landa  therein  men- 
tioned to,  rend       -  -        •        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment    •       .       . 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       •       . 

Collecton  cf  Cnetome,  Mr.  Storer  anbmitted  a 
feealwtien  relatiTie  to  the  eompeneatioBel' 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
the  committee  daicharged  •       •       • 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treneiy 
exhibiting  the  emolnmenta  of  the  - 
Columbian  Inatitnte,  Mr.  Goldaboiongh  presented 
the  petition  of,  refisrred  ... 
the  committee  dischaiged  ... 
Columbian  United  Abolition  Society,  Mr.  Noble 

presented  the  petition  of  the  - 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 
the  standing  committee  of     -       •        - 
Conant,  Shubael,  Mr.  Roggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition o^  releired   ..... 
Congress,a  bill  to  fix  the  time  fertile  nextmeel^ 
ingof,  read  -        .        -        . 
read  a  second  time    -        .        . 
lead  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Constitution,  Mr.  Sanford  offered  certain  pro- 
ceedings and  instructions  of  the  Leg^a 
ture  of  New  Tork,  proposing  an  amend 
ment  to  the  - 

Mr.  Stoirer  the  same,  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire    .... 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
amend  the,  read    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  relenred 

reported  without  amendment    - 

ordered- to  a  third  reading  • 

▼ote  reconsidered,  «nd  rttMrfutSon  referred  to^ 
a  select  committee         ... 

leported  with  amendments 

oiderisd  to  a  third  reading  ■•  amended 

leeommitted  to  same         ... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  oidefed  te 
a  third  reading      .... 

lead  the  third  time,  and  pMiod 

Mr.  Daggett  oommnnieatad  naolntbris  of 
the  Legislaltie  of  ConneetieQt  lelaliBg 
to  an  amendment  of  the 

Centracta,  report  oC  mad»  by  Gommissionen  of 
the  Navy      -        •  .    - 

report  of»  by  the  War  Depnrtnant    - 
troversies  between  States,  a  bifl  pmcdbii« 

the  Bftode  of  deciding^  dbot^  rwu 
read  a  second  time    •        ^^       •        • 
referred  to  the  Jndiciaiy  CommiMee  • 
repeeted  with  amendmenta        » 
indefinitely  poetpened       .... 
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Cooper,  Jaeoby  Mr«  Monow  prssantsd  the  ftt 

tion  of,  infeiied  -     ■    •  ix 

Cottineau,  Lucy,  Mr.  Roberts  prawBtsJ  the  pe- 
tition oC  referred  -       *      .     .    .  ^ 
advene  report  thenen 
consideied  and  eoncaiied  in 
Cnwferd,  William,  Mr.  Nobfe  premtedtk 
petition  o(  lefened 
committee  diachaiged 
Credit  on  Lands^  Mr.  King  sabnitted  i  iiBNt§' 
tion  to  abolish  the 
agreed  to,  and  r^nred  to  the 
of  Public  Lands     .... 
Crittenden,  J.  J.,  of  Kentocky,  atfeaded  • 
reihafka  o^  in  die  case  of  MsttfaeirLfs 
speedi  o^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Morriltiidotia 
on  the  bill  retatire  to  eontforeiiiei,  Ac 


eidogy  pionomced  by,  on  Xr*  Homv 

Crook,  William  and  iamesb  a  m  foiMi 

twice  read     -       .... 

refened  to  tiie  Finance  CommittM  • 

Cujtomsy  report  from  the  SecretaiyoftbelW 

snry  of  tim  oflloes  of,  that  niy  b  np 


in, 


t 

d 

Ji 

i 
s 

I 

i 

as 
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referred  to  the  Committee  on  KiiaiiM    - '^^ 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Hunter  pieMoW  tk 
memorial  o^  reftrrad     -      -     -    *  ^ 
eommitlee  dtecharged  .     .    •  tn 

D. 
Ptggett,  David,  of  Connecticut,  ittsnded     •  ^^ 
remarks  of,  on  tiie  biU  to  extend  tke^ 

cial system    -        •  '     '  >'  m 

ontheieeolntMntoamendtbeGea^  ^ 
Dana,  Samnel  W.»  of  Connectieat,  tttaded  •  »^ 
Davu,  John,  and  otheis,  Mf.  Goiaibamikp 
aented  tho  petition  e(  refimsa     -    '  ' 
Henry,  a  biU  from  the  Hsmief If^ 
sentatiYesferreUefo^ieed  -    '      ,f| 
read  a  secvnd  tine,  and  refined    *    '  ^^^ 
reported  without  amendment    '   '    \^ 
oidend  to  a  third  reading        '    *    !  m 
read  the  third  time,  and  pssssd      '    ' 
WiUiam»a  letler  fiom» oftrisf  hni««  ^ 
a  candidate  for  the  piintiBf  '     ' 
Deaf  and  Domb^  a  biU  from  the  BiDsi*  u^ 
resentatives  in  behalf  of  thtCfltf^  j^ 
Asylum  fei  the^  leed     "     '     \l^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  eidsndtiftU^  ^ 

reading        •       •      *     '    *    ,  IS 

read  the  third  tinra,  and  F^^^,!  J 

Deaibom,  Benjandn,  Mr.  O^yn"^^'  a 

tition  o^  referred  •      -      '     '    .  tfi 

oonumtteo  dioflhaiged      -    ,/^L^ 

Do  Kraft,  Edward,  a  letler  fi«iD»  AsB'^f  .378 

printing         .       .       •      *     !  ^ 

Deqaittdra,Loiii%andAntoiBM^^'^.  71 

liefoi;read   -       .      «      -    ;    .  74 

read  a  seoond  time    •  '    !    *  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       '    '    .  1^ 


read  the  third  time,  and  pt«*^^^^ 

-  foment  of  the  CuiTeneyi)i/*^^T^   , 

presented  the  menMiiilofi^Ji;^  {0 


of  Maryland,  niating  to  %  AM^ 
Dealonde,  Rosalia  P.,  Mr.  Jstaw"  F^  • 
petitmp  o(  refened 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o(zft^ 
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slonde,  Rofalt«  P.— oontinaed.                        Psge. 
bill  read  a  lacond  time       ....  201 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          .  •      .        -  S66 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiacd          -        -  269 
istrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -        .        •  40 
troit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  ascertaining  and  deciding 
claims  to  lands  in  the  District  of,  read    -  225 
read  a  second  time    .....  232 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  274 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -  ,      -  279 

ckerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -  9 
speeeh  of,  on  his  resolation  to  amend  the 

Constitution 137 

rect  Tax,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolation 

relative  to  amending  the  law  laying  a     -  178 

agreed  to,  and  referred       -        -        -        -  190 

strict  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the     -        -        -        -20 
z,  John  A.,  Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    - 120 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        •        -  159 

read  a  second  time    •        .        .        .        •  164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -  211 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  212 

icuments,  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  beibre  the  Senate  copies  of 
the  several  papers  and,  referred  to  in  his 
Message        ...... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent the  resolution         ... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  in  reply 

ditto,  with  additional  papers,  and 

a  resolution  ^om  the  House  of  Representa 
tives,  authorizing  the  transmission  of  cer 
tain,  free  of  postsge,  read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads .     *        ^        -        *> 

reported,  without  amendments  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

»mestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rug 
gles,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the.  United  States, 
and  request  him  to  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  its  next  session,  a  report  of  facts,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  clothing  the  army  in  -  168 
angles,  Hannah,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 21 

oet,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bongard,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  read  •  -  -  -  .  203 
read  a  second  time  .....  306 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  266 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    269 

Ael,  Mr.  Morril  sobmitted  a  resolution,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
strike  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  all  those  officers  who  aided  or  coun- 
selled the,  between  A.  T.  Mason  and 
John  M.  McCarty 212 

oelling,  Mr.  Morril  also  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing, by  law,  for  the  punishment  of  all  per- 
sons concerned  in,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia      • 222 

15th  Con.  Sd  Sess.— b 


26 

31 
35 
85 


96 

80 
31 
32 
34 


Page. 

Duties  on  Tonnage,  a  bill  further  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of, 

read 281 

read  a  second  time    .....  237 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  288 
Duverge,  Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  29 

a  bill  for  the  reHef  of,  read         ...  212 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        -  914 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  260 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  288 

E. 

Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  incorporate 

the,  read .74 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      76 
reported  without  amendment     ...     178 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -    '    •        -    238 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        »    286 
East  Florids,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  provisional  posses- 
sion of-        - 40 

the  resolution  withdrawn  -        -        .        .      69 
(See  Fioridas.) 
Eaton,  John  Henry,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  6. 
W.  Csmpbell,  resigned,  was  qualified,  dec.       11 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies between' the  States     -        -        -     196 
on  Mr.  Lscock's  motion  to  sppoint,  a  mem- 
bef  of  the  Seminole  committee,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Forsyth  resigned         ...    288 
Edgar,  William,  and  Alexander  Macomb,  Mr. 
Sandford   presented  the  petition   of,  re- 
ferred     184 

committee  discharged        ....    228 

Edwards,  Ninian,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legpslatore  of  Illinois,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, dec.  .....      38 

drew  the  lot  for  his  term  to  expire  March  3, 

1819 38 

Edwards,  Abraham,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tichenor, 
the  Committee  of  Pensions,  dtc,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place, 
on  the  pension  list        ....    208 

report  of  said  committee,  read    -        -        -    228 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President.  (See 
Cansiitutum,    Ur,  DickenofCa   amend" 
ment^ 
Elliot,  Jonathan,  letter  from,  ofiering  for  the 

printing         -        -        -        -        -        -    38} 

Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  the  Committee 

on 18 

Entries  of  Lands,^  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  in,  read     .        .        -        .  288 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -        -        .  226 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  279 
Eppes,  John  W.,  of  Virginia,  attended      -        -  11 
remsrksof,  on  the  bill  concerning  contro- 
versies .        .        r        -        -      198,  194,  196 
Estimates  of  moneys  required  for  the  War  De- 
partment      ..--..  176 
Executive  Session,  proceedings  of  the  Senate  in, 

on  the  colonial  trade      ....  249 
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SeruUe  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Ptgc. 
Bzpenditare  tnd  application  of  Moneyi,  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on    -        -     111 
reportof  the  Secretary  of  War  on      -        -     166 
Exportation  of  United  States  Coins,  Mr.  Foriyth 

submitted  a  resolution  concerning  -        -      3S 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee    84 

the  report  in  full  of  said  committee    -        -    170 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  subject  of  the 181 

the  Senate  resolve  that  it  is  not  expedient 
to  legislate  on  the  aabject       ...    198 
Exports  and  Imports,  Mr.  Sanford  sabmltted  « 

resolution  respecting  the         ...      70 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures         -        -      74 
Sx^a  Compensation,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a 
resolution  for  allowance  of,  to  messengen 
and  servants  of  the  Senate,  read     -        -    876 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  ...    281 

F. 

Falsa  Entries  for  Drawback,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  ad 
ditional  penalties  for,  read 
read  a. second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Farish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments     '    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  with  amend- 
ments     

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
Array  when  employed  on,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paused 
Felonies  on  the  high  seas,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Floyd,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in 
strttcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  law  to  define  piracies,  and  - 
Fdta,  Archibald,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .        .        • 
an  adverse  report  concurred"  in  • 
Fi^iance,  sppointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    

Firas  in  the  City  of  Washington,  Mr.  Morril 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  ex 
tinguishroent  of     . 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  District  Com 
mittee 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  fire  en 

gines,  &c.,  read     .... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Fiak,  Experians,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti 
lion  of,  referred      .... 
committee  discharged        ... 
Florida,  East  and  West,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  Pres 
ident  of  the  United  Sutes  to  take  posses 

sion  of,  read 879 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
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Florida,  East  and  West — continued.  Pi^e. 

bill  road  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  •  .  {ff 
House  of  Representatives  coocomd  ia  aO 
the  amendments  except  one,  from  which 
the  Senate  receded  -  -  •  •  tM 
Floridas,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  rfsohitioii  re- 
questing of  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  copies  of  any  correspondence  wifli 
the  Government  of  Spain,  in  n\tiam  to 

the  cession  of  the S9 

the  resolution  withdrawn  -       -       -      •  IK 
Ford,  Nathan,  Mr.  King  preaented  the  petitiM 

of,  referred    - \% 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  •  191 
read  a  second  time  -  *  -  •  •  I9S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  .  •  337 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      •     •  SM 

Foreign  Coins,  Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  rioIb* 

tion  -eoncerniug  the  currency  of  -  •  30 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Fioanoe  God* 

mittee 3S 

a  hill  to  regulate  the  currency  of,  resd  •  177 
read  a  second  time  -  •  *  •  .  \lk 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .  •  •  tti 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -  -  •  W 
returned  from  the  House  of  ReprsienUtivM 

with  amendmentsy  and  concurred  ia  •  M 
Foreign  ReUtions,  appointment  of  the  itudiaf 

committee  of 1' 


Forfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a 

lotion  instructing  the  Committee  of  Pnbiic 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedieoey  of 
continuing  in  force  the  act  to  saspeodiw 
a  limited  time  the  sale  or,  for  nonfiy- 

ment « 

considered  and  agreed  to  -       -      •     •   13 
a  hill  in  relation  to,  read   •        ...    37 
read  a  second  time    -        -       .      .     •    49 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Noble,  the  Secntarjof 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  furniih  m* 
tain  information  on  the  anhject  *  ^ 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  obteiience  -     *  ^" 
the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     -  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •      -     -  u* 
Forrest.  Joseph,  Mr.  Goldsborough  prfiented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  '  '  '  m 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  -  '  '  m 
read  the  aeoond  time  •       '      '     '  ^ 

■   the  third  reading  negatived       •      .     *  w 
Forsyth,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  Up* 
lature  of  tleorgia,  in  place  of  George  M. 
Troup,  resigned,  was  qualified,  d^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  smeod  the 

Constitution  -        -       -       -      •  .  *  S 
a  letter  from,  giving  notice  of  his  rsugnitioa  »' 
Forsyth,  M.  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  preMOl«i 

the  memorial  of^  referred 
Forsyth,  Elit abeth  B.  H.,  Mr.  WUliams  of  Ttf- 
nessee  presented  the  petition  of,  nkJ^i 
adverse  report  thereon       -       *      '     '  t&l 
considered  and  concurred  in      -      '     ' 
Fowler,  Christopher,  Mr.  Hunter  preMOtedtbe    ^ 
memorial  of,  referred      -       '      '        ttj 
adverse  report  thereon       •       '  '  301 

the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered  *  ^^^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  •  *  '  ]i4 
read  a  aeeond  time  •  -  '  '  '  )0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  '  '  '  S71 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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Page- 
rsaciseo,  Peter,  on  motioii  of  Mr.  Eppee,  the 

Committee  of  Pennooey  Ac,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pension  to        •        -        •     170 
adveree  report  thereon       ....    i^i 

mch,  Thomas.    (See  Kinsley ,  Adaru.) 
ri«nds,  Mr,  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Society  of,  in  New  England,  referred     -      64 
Mr.  King  do.  o(  in  N.  York,  referred  to  same      71 
Mr.  Morril  do.  of,  in  Baltimore,  referred  td 

same     --•---.73 
Mr.  Raggles  do.  of,  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  -------      87 

Mr,  Roberts  do.  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  Maryland      -        -        .        .     130 
rink,  Luther.     (See  Ringf  Hannah,) 
romenttn,  Elegins,  of  Louisiana,  attended      -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fw  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Stark 78 

on  the  bill  relating  to  State  eontroTersies  -     108 
'iili«r,  Stephen,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        •        ^        -        -86 
adverse  report  thereon       -        ...      87 
considered,  and  eoneiirred  in     -        -        -      41 

G. 

hullard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
the  President  of  the  Senate  commnnioated 
the  credentials  of,  read,  dec   •        -        . 
▼ote  of  thanks  to,  as  President /iro  iem,    • 
address  of  thereon    -        -        -        .        . 
ralaa  &  Seaton,  letter  from,  offering  fiur  the 
printing         ---..- 
the  election  of,  as  printers  to  the  Senate    - 
vardiner,  John,  a  letter  from,  presenting  maps 
of  Alabama  and  the  bounty  lands  of  Mis- 
souri    ------- 

leorgetown,  Delaware,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  the  Committee  on  Post  0/Boes, 
dtc.,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  additional  sJ 
lowance  to  the  postmasters,  dec     • 
libson,  George,  Commissary  Genera],  a  commv 
nication  from,  relative  to  his  testimony 
before  the  Seminole  committee,  whidb 
was  ordered  to  be  printed 
fUesy  Aquilla,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    .        -        .        .        • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
lill,  George,  Mr  Morrow  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred      .        -        .        • 
}oddardt  Nathaniel  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  papers 
Godfrey,  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   .... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -  -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        • 
Soldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  attended 
Government,  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentstives  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  read     .... 
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Government— continued.                                    Page. 
bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -  838 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .    .    -  855 
read  a  third  time,  passed  with  amendments  855 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  all 
the  amendments  except  one,  firom  which 
the  Senate  receded         .        -        .        .  375 
Grant,  Vincent;  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      110 

a  hill  for  relief  of,  read      -        .        .        .  S38 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        .        .  885 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        .  877 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  879 
Grten,  James,  'A  Company,  Mr.  WUson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred       -        -169 
Green  Bay,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  memorial 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  concerning  titlee 
to  land,  dec  referred     -        .        .        -  800 
Greenleaf,  Abner,  Mr.  Storer  presented  the  peti- 
tion o{,  referred     -        ....  77 
adverse  report  thereon       -        ...  85 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        -  91 
Gueriin,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  89 

a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  197 

read  a  second  time 801 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «...  856 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  869 
Gunhoata  No.  149  and  No.  154,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  officers 

and  crews  of,  read         -        -        •        -  161 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  164 

reported  without  amendment    ...  167 

the  third  reading  negatived       -        -        -  813 

H. 

Hal^pay  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  extending  the  term  of,  to 
the  widows  and  children  of  certain  offi- 
cers, seamen,  dec,  read  .        -        -        • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        •        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hanseatic  Cities,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  appli- 
cations from  the  Minister  resident  of  rrns- 
sia  and  the,  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations   ... 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  attended       ... 
Harbangh,  William,  and  E.Potter,  Mr.  Rugglea 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
adverse  report  theieon        .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        - 
Hardinsville,  Kentucky,  Mr.  Talbot  preeented 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  post  office  at, 
referred         ------ 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred  .        -        -        - 

a  favorable  report  thereon  - 
ordered  that  a  bill  be  reported    • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        .        . 
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bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -        .        -  S56 

read  the  third  time,  and  paieed        -        -  360 
Hialett,  John,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred 120 

advene  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  163 

Hatteraa,  dtc,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  reeolution, 
inatracting  the  Naval  Committee  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  aathoristng 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 

a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  shoals  of  Cape  27 

agreed  to,  and  committee  so  instracted       -  20 
(See  North  CaraHna.) 
Hay,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwsrds  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        •        •        -  174 
Hayti,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reaolution  of  inqui- 
ry concerning  seizures,  dbc,  of  American 
vessels  by  the  Government  of        -        -113 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed    -        -  121 
Heath,  Nathaniel  H.    (See  Rmntr,  Daniel) 
Henley,  David,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -      .  •        -  .      -  160 
a  bill  lor  the  relief  o^  read         -        -        -  101 
read  a  second  time    .....  102 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        •        •  237 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  238 
Higgitts,  Charles,  Mr.  Lacock  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....  77 

adverse  report  thereon        -        •        -        -  101 

considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        -  164 
Hill,  Rees,  Mr.  Lacock  preaented  the  petition  of, 

referred          ......  80 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         •        -        -  184 

read  a  second  time    .....  188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  286 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  238 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  286 

committee  discharged        ....  278 

Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  *        .        .        .81 

a  bill  iat  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  173 

read  a  second  time 176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        .        -  232 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

amended,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -  284 
Hooker^  Samuel  P.,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  20 

report  thereon  read    -        -        -        -        •  32 

a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  read         -        •        .  88 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •  08 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  160 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  210 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  212 

Horsey,  Ooterbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  22 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended    -  36 


niinois,  a  resohition  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  admisiion  of  the 
State  of,  into  the  Union,  twice  read,  and 

referred 23 

reported  without  amendment    ...      26 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •      31 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -      32 
on  motion  of  Mr.  San  ford,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  SUtes  within      ....      07 


niinoia— continued.  hft 

agreed  to,  and  the  eommittee  mo  ioatnciei    O 
a  bill  for  the  doe  ezeeattoo  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Sutes  within  the  8tete  at, 

read 71 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thiid 
reading  ......     ?c 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -If 

a  bill  granting  certain  land  to  the  State  ni, 
for  the  seat  of  government,  Ae^  reed 
twice,  and  referred  -        -         .        .   S0 

reported  without  amendments  ... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        .273 

a  bill  to  establish  a  new  land  office  in,  read  S7t 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  S?l 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  •  SI 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  M 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  KepraaeDtatives 
confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
State  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -       -   S7I 
indefinitely  postponed        -        •        .       .   M 
Importation  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Eaton  aabmitted  a 

resolution  concerning  the        -        .       .     I9 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  O 

Mr.  Lacock  presented  a  petition  of  a  nan- 
her  of  citizens  ef  New  York  and  Peaa- 
sylvania,  praying  a  revision  of  the  set 
relating  to  the,  referred  >        .       .    71 

Mr.  Lacock  also  presented  a  aimilar  petition 

from  Carlisle,  referred    -         -        .       .     flg 
Mr.  I«aeock  presented  another  petition  on 

the  aame  subject,  referred       -         .       .     90 
Mr.  Hunter,  the  same  from  inhabitant!  sf 

Newport,  referred  -         .        .       .     S7 

Mr.  Dsggett,  the  same  from  Connecticat, 

referred 113,117 

Mr.  Burrill,  the  same  from  Maaaachnsetts, 
referred  .        .         .        .       -    ]0 

Mr.  Dickerson,  the  same  fit>m  New  Jeissy, 

refiBrred  -        .        .         •        .       -   167 

Mr.  Roberta  also  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, referred  ....     173, 169 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  same  from  New  JcrKy, re- 
ferred   ....         ...    176 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  prohibit 
the,  read        -        -        .         .        .       .   siS 

read  a  second  time    -        *         .        .       .   9( 
the  bill  amended        -        -         -        .       -   399 
Imported  Salt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  addition  to  the  act  layisf 
duties  on,   dec,  read   three  times,  sad 

paased S8C 

Imports  end  Tonnage,  the  bill  from  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  further  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on,  read  twice  and  indefinitely 
postponed  -  •  -  .  .  .  S87 
Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  aelect  comnit- 

tee  on  the      -        -        .        .        .      .     34 
a  bill  making  appropriationa  to  carry  ibfio 

ffieet  treaties  with  the,  read  twice         •  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       -   S3( 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -       -337 

a  bill  making  provision  for  the  dvilisatioa 
of  the,  adjoining  the  frontier  oettlements, 

read Sfl 

read  a  aecond  time 351 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       .   379 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaod  -  373 
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Pftge. 
[ndianm,  Mr.  Noble  tabmitted  a  reiolation  in- 
•tructing  the  Committee  of  Public  Lande 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  aet  for  enabling  the  people  of,  to 
form  a  State  goremment,  &c.        -        -      78 
agreed  to  ------80 

Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  for  the  appoints 
ment  of  an  additional  Surveyor  General      167 
a«bill  relating  to  the  location  of  certain  lec- 
tiona  of  land  granted  to,  for  the  seat  of 
goYemment,  &c.,  read   -        -        •        -    179 
read  a  leeond  time    -        •        •        -        -    186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...    233 

Tead  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -    336 

Indiana,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of 
various  religions  societies  in  New  York, 
praying  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
may  best  secure  the  protection  of  the, 
referred  ------    165 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  several  petitions  from 
Ohio  of  the  same  tenor,  referred     -        -     170 
Ingraham,  Kinsy,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 176 

adverse  report  thereon        -        .        -        -     197 
con»idered  and  concurred  in       -        -        •    803 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of,  in  obedience  to  law  -        -        -        -      78 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning,  read  -        -      88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -      31 
reported  with  amendments         •        -        •      84 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  amended   -    279 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  regulating  payments  to» 

read 186 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  -  187 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  -  205 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  .  268 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  275 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning,  read,  and  indefinitely  ^t- 
poned  -        -' 286 

Invalids,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

respecting      ------  59 

read 64 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -  -      -  66 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  163 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        •        -  211 

Island  of  New  Orleana,  a  bill  for  adjusting  claims 

to  land  in  the  district  east  of  the,  read    -  110 

read  a  second  time    -----  121 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  204 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        ^  -      '  -  206 

Ives,  Thomas  P.    (See  Brown,  Niehoiat,) 

J. 

Jackson,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Tait  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  referred   -        -        •      67 

Jamison,  John,  Mr.  Barbour  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  reftrred      -----      25 

lefisrson  county,  Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  convey  a  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  the  United  Sutee  in,  read  •    224 
read  a  aecond  time»  and  referred        •        -    325 
«,    read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  .        •        -    287 


Page. 

Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    -        -  122 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  137 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        •  189 

read  the  third  .time,  and  passed        -        -  287 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended    -        «  9 
Jones,  William,  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  letters  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury*  on  affaira  of  the 

bank 43,46 

Jones,  John  Rice,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        -        .  70 

a.  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        .        -  82 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        •        -  84 

86 

-  87 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading        .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        - 
Jones,  Richard  J.,  Mr.  Goldaborough  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        •        - 
committee  discharged        -        -        -        . 
Jonett,  Matthew  H.    (See  MeCaUa,  Robert.) 
Jonrdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        .        • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Judicial  System,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a  res4^ 
lution  concerning  the    -        - 
the  reaolution  withdrawn  -        -        - 
a  bill  to  extend  the,  read   -        -        - 
read  a  second  time    .        -        .        - 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
reported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  oommiU 
tee  on  the      ------ 

Juriadiction  of  Military  and  Naval  Sites,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Storer,  the  P/esident  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  procure 
the  cession  of  the,  to  the  United  States  -    829 

K. 

Kennebnnk,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  anbmitted  a  rea- 
olution inatrncting  the  Committed  on 
Post  Offices,  dtc,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  compensation 
of  tiie  poatmaster  at       •        -        • 

agreed  to,  and  referred      -        .        . 

adverse  report  of  said  committee 

considered,  and  concurred  in     - 
Kenzie  and  Forayth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  an  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  ^ird  reading  •        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Kermion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Fromentin  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 

a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        • 

read  the  the  third  time,  and  paarad    - 
Kidd,  Robert,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Hooia 
of  Repreaentatives  for  relief  o(  read 

read  a  aeoood  time,  and  referred 

reported  withont  amendment 

read  the  thbd  time,  and  passed  - 
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KiBg,  Rafaa,  of  New  York,  atlendod        -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Msjor 

GenenI  Stark 73 

on  the  bill  making  proviaion  for  aick  teamen  S03 
King,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Houee  of  Repre- 

aentativea  for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  58 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •  64 

reported  withoat  amendment    -        -        -  78 

ftirther  consideration  postponed        -    .    -  88 

bill  indefinitely  postponed          -        -        -  86 
King,  Sampson  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  itep- 

resentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read        -        -  89 
read  a  second  time,  and  re/erred      -        -  98 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -  111 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  178 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  185 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French  and  Charles 
Leonard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  161 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  164 
reported  without  amendment     ...  170 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  330 
tead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  333 

Krittman,  Joseph,  the  memorial  0^  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Claims  ...    335 

said  committee  discharged,  and  papers  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations -        *>        .        •        .        .        .    329 

that  committee  also  discharged,  and  the 
claims  referred  to  the  Secretaxy  of  State    234 

L. 

Lacock,  Abner,  of  PennsylTania,  attended        .        9 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  organisation  of  the 

courU -ISO 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies      --....     19Q 
La  Coste,  Peter,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 

tition  of,  reiyrred   -        -        .        -        .      40 

advene  report  thereon       .        .        .        .      qi 

considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -     177 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    353 

Lambert,  William,  Mr.  Bickerson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     -        -        .        -     ^1 
a  letter  from,  transmitting  fifty  copies  of  his 
abstracts,  dec,  relating  to  the  longitude  of 

the  Capitol Ill 

Land  Laws,  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  amending  the,  in  respect  la  the 
disposal  of  the  public  land      -        •        -88 
(See  SaU9  of  PubUc  Lands.) 
Land  Warranto,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentotives  allowing  further  time  for  issu« 
ing  and  locating,  read    .        -        -        -    169 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    173 
reported  without  amendment     ....    186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    334 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    236 

Lands  reserved,  a  bill  authorising  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  purchase  cerUin, 

read,     -.-..•..  189 

read  a  second  time 193 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -  311 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .  314 
Landon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanford  prasented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        .        .        .        -  110 
eommittee  discharged        •        •        .        •  359 


Langsten,  William,  Mr.  Saton  presanted  the  pt- 

tionof^relerred      -         -        -        -       •  Ik 

committee  discharged        -        -        -       •  S( 
Languille,  Francis  B^  Mr.  Johiiacw  pccecated 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        •        .       .    g 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         .        >       •   117 
read  a  second  time    -       -        -        .      -  Sft: 
ordereo  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -       -  SSI 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       •   SK 
Latitude  of  36^  30^  north,  Mr.  Barbour  ofie^d 
a  joint  resolution  requesting  the  Presadc&t 
of  the  United  States  to  employ  «  Aiifat 
artist  to  ascertain  the,  on  the  meat  baak  of 
Tennessee  river,  read     -        -        .       •  If 
read  a  second  time    .        -        •-        .       .  91 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       .  ^ 
Latrobe,  Benjamin  H.,  the  memorial  <d,  icfcncd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, -        -        .         ... 

Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi  attended     . 
Le  Baron,  Francis,  Mr.  Goldaborongh  pnseate^ 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

Lee,  Richard  Bland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baiiuar, 

the  memorial  of,  presented  atiastsesBHi, 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Qsibs 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        •      • 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        .        ..        .      . 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

the  report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

Leonard,  Charles  S.    (See  KuubWtAdamJ) 

Lewis,  Wm.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  doose  of  Sep- 

resentativea  fpr  the  relief  of  -        -      . 

read  ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         ... 
read  a  third  time  and  patsedy  withaaaoM^ 
ment     ...        .1        ... 

Library,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolntioB  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the,  read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the,  to  the 
north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  read  twice   - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .      - 
Mr.  From  en  tin  submitted  a  resolution  far- 
ther extending  the  privilege  of  using  the 
books  in  the  ..... 

agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
ihittee  ...        .         ... 

committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration     --.... 

Lieutenants  of  Marines,  acting  under  wazxiot, 
Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  resolntiiMi  aUsv- 
ing  to,  the  benefit  of  the  proviakm  made 
for  those  of  the  Navy  acting  under  ceo- 
mission  ...        ... 

Lighthouses,  beacons,  dtc,  abUl  from  the  Home 
of  Representatives  authorising  certain, 
read      ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendme6t,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  veading  -        -        .        .       .   SV8 
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Light-hoQfw,  &€.*-eonttnii«d.  Page- 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  paased, 
amended        ......    282 

Limitation  of  official  term,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dickeraon,  the  Committee   of  Finance 
were  instrncted  to  inqaire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  in  respect  to 
appointing  certain  offioera      ...    212 
Lioton,  John,  Mr.  Williams,  of  MiMisaippi,  pre* 

■anted  the  petition  of,  read    «        •        -    234 
Litt,  Abaalom,  Mr.  Rogglea  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......     136 

Live  oak  timbar,  Mr.  Tait  sabmitted  a  reaolotion 

instructing  the  NaYal  Committee  toin- 

l|  quire  into  the  aipedieney  of  authorising 

the  purchase  of,  for  huilding  sloope-of- 

war,  d&c.        ---.-.      88 

a  bill  authorixing  the  purchase  of,  read       -     187 

read  a  second  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •    237 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    238 

Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  ascertained  the,  read  ....    270 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    272 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...    275 
indefinitely  poftponed        ....    285 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Gail  lard  pre- 

sented  the  memorial  of,  referred    .        -    162 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -187 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  memorial 
of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of,  praying 
confirmation  of  land  titles,  referred         -     159 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
explanatory  of  the  acts  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  land  titles  in,  and  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory   ..-----      75 
read  -.-.-.-     169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .175 
reported  with  amendments  ...  210 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     268 

read  a  third  time,  aud  passed  as  amended  -     271 
Lowrie,  Walter,  the  ctedcutiaU  of,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  rennsylva- 
nis,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed    -     190 

Lucas,  Thomas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daggett,  the 
Committee  of  Pensions,  dec.,  were  instructs 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  plac- 
ing the  name  of,  on  the  list  of  pen- 
sioners -..-..  206 
report  thereon  read  ....  -  223 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee  .  .  •  22 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -  ...  30 
concurred  in-        -----64 

M. 

Macarty,  L.  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 29 

Macomb,  Alexander,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  70 

a  favorable  report  thereon          -        -        -  161 

concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered         -        -  165 

a  bill  confirming  the  claim  o(,  to  a  certain 

tract  of  land,  read          -        -        -        -  170 

read  a  second  time 173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  230 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -    ^    -  ^2 
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Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
apeech  of,  on   the  memorial  of  Matthew 

Lyon    -        ... 
on  tho  colonial  trade  .... 

Manumtssion  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  memorial  of  New  York  Society  for 
the,  referred  -        -        • 

Mark  and  Conant,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....  88' 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  191 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  20O 

Marqnand,  Joseph,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti-    - 

tion  of,  referred      .....      64 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  claim  ot  read. .....      70 

referred  to   the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  ....      77 

Mason,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldsborough  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     -        .     11(^ 
commtlttee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration     -..-.-    278" 
Mayherr,  Thaddeua,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
•    petition  of,  referred        .... 

Medical  Society,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  in- 
corporate the,  read         .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendment  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Mellen,  Prentiss,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  place 
of  Eli  P.  Ashmun  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.  ..*-.. 
remarks  o^  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies      ...... 

Merchandise  and  Tonnage,  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  showing  the  grosa 
amount  of  duties  on,  for  a  specfied  time  -    205 
Merrll,  Daniel,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -        -        -      .  - 
adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .        - 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

Message,  the  President's  annual  .  .  • 
two  thousand  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

printed  ...... 

Messonier,  Henry,  Mr.  Johnson  presentad  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

Michigan  Territory,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  pray- 
ing that  a  delegate  from  said  Territory 
may  be  authorized,  referred    .        .        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  a  delegate  from,  read  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  district  court  in     -        -        - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   

Military  Academy,  a  bill  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        •       ^.        • 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 
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-    176 


-    209 


20 


179 


Military  Academy^^onUnaed.  Ptge 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Willtame  of  Tennessee, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  rules,  dec,  for  the 
government  of  the  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  report  in  reply    .        .        •        . 

Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 
Committee  on        -        .        .        .        . 
said  committee  were  instructed  to  prepare 
and  report  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compen- 
sation of  the  army         .... 

Hilitary  Establishment,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  atatament  of 
the  effective  force  of  .the,  dec 
amended  and  agreed  to     - 
the  statement  asked  for,  agreed  to     . 

Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriations 
for  the,  dtc,  read   -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -        .        .        .        . 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1819,  read 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmcnta         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
menta 

Military  Sites,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  sale  of  certain, 

read 

read  a  second  time 280 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    287 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on         ----... 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  showing 

the  organization  and  sti^ngth  of  the,  in 

the  several  States 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  providing  for  accurate  annual  re- 
turns of  the,  referred  to  a  committee 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        . 
Milling,  Hugh.    (See  Buehonon,  John,) 

Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 29 
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a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Minis,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mint,  report  of  the  Director  of  the,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         .        .        . 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Leake  presented  a  momo^al  of 

the  oonvention  of,  praying  an  extension 

oflimita 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  prayed  for,  both  of 
which  were  referred        .        .        .        . 
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Mississippi — continued. 

Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  reaolntioD, 
etrueting  the  Committee  on  Pnblie  Lsnis 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing certain  portions  of  land  to  tlie  State 
of,  for  the  seat  of  gorenunent,  dbc  - 

reaoiution  agreed  to  -        -        •        .      . 

a  bill  according  to  in8tnictioD%  read  - 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

MisaoQii,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprcscoti- 

lives  to  enable  the  people  of,  to  fona  t 

State  government,  ie^  read  twice,  mi 

referred         ...... 

reported  with  amendmento 

the  reatriction  on  slavery  atnt^  out  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  ans&did  £3 

the  Houae  of  Representatives  agreed  te  ti 
the  amendmenta  except  one,  to  wkiek 
the  Senate  adhered ;  a  menage  that  liie 
HoQse  of  Representatives  aleo  adhered  - 

a  bill  from  the  House- of  Repreaentativsf,  ta 
establish  a  aeparate  territorial  govemaieBt 
in  the  southern  part  o(  read  twice,  sad 
referred  .... 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time    ... 

and  passed        .... 
Montgomery,  Alexander  a  bill  from  the  Hook 
of  Representatires  for  relief  of  legal  np- 
resentatives  of,  resd        -         ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time»  and  paaaed 
Morgan,  William.    (See  Armstrong,  Mn.) 
Morril,  Daniel  L.,  of  New  Hampdiire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  caae  of  Matthew  Lyoa   - 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Stiri^   - 

on  his  resolution  concerning  dnellinf 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  attended 

Mr.  Crittenden's  eulogy  upon    - 
Moss,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read     - 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

Mumibrd,  George,  a  meaaage  from  the  House  of 

Repreaentatives,  announcing  the  death  of 

McCalla,  Robert,  and  M.  H.  Jouett,  a  bill  fno 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read       -         .         .        .         ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -      - 

reported  with  an  amendment     - 

orf}ered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with 
ment     -        -        .        .        .       •     • 
McCarty,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tke  hsin 
of,  read  .        .        .... 

read  a  aecond  time    -        .        .       .      - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
McCausland,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houe  of 
Repreaentativea  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .       .      - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Dormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        -  -        -  ISO 

adverse  report  thereon       •        -  -        -  168 

considered  and  concurred  in       -  -        -  174 

Parland^  William,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of        -        -        •  -        -  167 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -  198 

Neil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -  -  -  -  29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  197 
read  a  second  time  -  •  -  •  -  201 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  266 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  269 

*  N. 

ning  of  Vessals  of  ^ar,  a  resolution  froqi 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  declaring 
what  shall  be  the  mode  of,  read  twice  and 
referred  ......    252 

reported  without  amendment     ...    266 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    278 

tional  Bank,  Mr.  Lacock  submitted  a  reeoln- 
lution  directing  the  Secretary  to  procure, 
and  cause  to  be  printed,  copies  of  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  report  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the    -        -     174 

amended  and  agreed  to      .        -        -        -178 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authoriaing  the  transmission  of  the  doc- 
uments in  relation  to  the,  free  of  postage, 
read  three  times  and  passed   ...    224 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  readlution  directing 
the  Secretary  to  procure,  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  copies  of  the  memorial  of 
William  Jones  late  President  of  the,  to 
the  Hoose  of  Representatives  -        -    227 

the  resolution  negatived     ....    229 

iva)  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of 20 

iwal  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for 
each  member         .....      99 

vy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the,  for  the  year  1819,  read     ...  81 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  83 
reported  with  amendments         -  ^     -        -  171 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -                 -        -  177 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  185 
ivy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the       -        -        -        ..       .        .  122 

sw  York   Hospital,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  in  re- 
lation to  sick  seamen,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    -        -        -        -      34 
report  of  said  officers,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures   -      65 
»ble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended  -        -        -       U 
mrth  Carolina,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  survey  of 
certain  parts  of  the  coast  of,  along  Cape 
Hatteras,  dtc.,  read         ....      83 
read  a  second  Ume    .....      88 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          •        •        •      46 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          .        .      69 
Mr.   Macon  presented  certain  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of,  to  which  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress was  asked 63 


O.                              Page. 
O'Connor,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  and  executors  of,  re- 
ferred   --.;.....  110 
Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  68 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  173 

considered  and  concurred  in      .        .        -  177 
Organization  of  the  Courts,  a  bill  for  the  more 

convenient,  read    -        ....  31 
read  a  second  time    -        •         -        -        -  36 
ordered  to  a  third  resding  -        -        -        -  160 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  164 
Orr,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred      274 

reported  without  amendment  ...  277 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  286 
Otis,  Harrison  Grsy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  18 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyon  -  62 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Crittenden  ...  63 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  State  con- 
troversies         194 

P. 

Page,  Thomas.    (See  Kidd,  Robert) 
Palmer,   William  A.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
Uie  Legislature  of  Vermont,  in  place  of 
James  Fisk,  resigned,  produced  his  ere- 
dentists,  dec         ..... 
other  credentials,  for  a  new  term,  presented 
and  filed        -        .        .        -        - 
Parker,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 
Parrot,  John  F.,  the  credentials  of,  as  Senator 
appointed  by   the   Legislature  of  New 
Hampshire,  were  read  and  filed 
Pascagoula  River,  Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi 
presented  a  petition  praying  that  a  port 
of  entry  may  be  established  at,  read 
Passenger  Ships,  £c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  regulating,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
House  of  Representatives   agreed   to   the 
amendments  with  an  amendment  which 
was  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        •    266 
Patapsco  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Golds- 
borough   presented   the  petition  of  the 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Baltimore, 
praying  the  Improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the,  referred        -        -        - 
Pataxet,  Rhode  Island,  a  bill  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  surveyor  of  the  port  of, 
read        ..... 
read  a  second  time    ...        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Pay  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee 
submitted  a  resolution  iostrueting   the 
Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  • 
considered  and.  agreed  to  - 
Pearl  River,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relative  to  land  claims  east  and 
weat  of,  referred    ..... 
the  report  ordered  to  be  printed 
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FmtI  River — continaed.  Psge* 

Mr.  Leake  preeented  th«  tDemorial  of  the 

Legislature  of  Miaaisaippi,  praying   the 

eatablishment  of  a  port  of  entrj  at  or  near    346 

Peniiajlvania^  a  bill  from  the  Uouae  of  Repre- 

■entativea  concerning  the  western  district 

of,  read 28 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  29 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  40 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      65 

Pensions,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  20 

the  aaid  committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  providing,  for  certain  persons,  dec      80 
Perkins,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -        -        -      67 
Perry,  Vfm.  N.,  and  Mark  Burnett,  Mr.  Taylor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     112 
advene  report  thereon       -  -        -     179 

considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -     191 

Perth  Amboy,  the  committee  were  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  inhabitanta  for  a 

session  of  the  district  court  at        -        -  276 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  87 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -163 

read  a  seeond  time    .....  165 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  224 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  227 

Pettit,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -----        .  29 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -  212 

read  a  second  time 214 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  269 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  272 
Pike,  Jamea,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petition 

of,  reto'od    -        -        ...        .        -  26 

Piracy,  a  bill  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
United  Statea  and  for  the  punishment  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        ...    246 

reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 253 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -    256 

Pitkin's  Commercial  Statiatics,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  directing, 

to  be  deposited  in  the  Library,  read        -  101 

read  a  second  time 102 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  187 

read  the  third  time»  and  paased  as  amended  162 
Poirey,  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaeata^ 
tivea  making  proviaion  for  the  claim  of, 

read 169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  173 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -  189 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  237 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -  238 
Pool,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcpre- 

sentativea  for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  161 

read  a  second  time    •        .        -        .        .  164 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -  173 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  230 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -        -  232 
Portland,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  aubmitted  a  reso- 
lution instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  eaUblishing  a  circuit  court  to  be  held  at  22 

eonsidered  and  agreed  to   •        •        •        -  23 
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Post  Office  Establishment,  a  faill  to  repeal  pr. 

of  the  act  establishing  die,  read  -  !3 

read  a  aecond  time    -         -        -       •      •  r 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  passed 
Post  Offices  and  Poat  Roada,  appointment  of  the 

atanding  committee  on  -         -       •      •   1 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repretc&lp 

alives  to  alter  and  establish  certais,  mi  SI 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  S 

reported  with  amendments,  and  orderd  ^ 

a  third  reading      -         -        -        •     •  3 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  arao^  fit 
Poet  Route,  the  Committee  on  Post  Officei  i^  f 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  inquire  ca 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  eerti:t  If 
Potter,  Elderkin,  Mr.  Rnggica  pieaentsd  the  ft- 

titaon  of,  referred   •         -        ...  si 
committee  discharged         -        -       •      •  S 

Preble,  Com.  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Heose  6^ 
Representatives  authorizing  the  distil 
tion  of  a  sum  of  money  among  the  nfg*> 
sentaUves  of,  and  the  oflicera  and  at*  of 
the  Syren,  read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pre-emption  Claima,  Mr.  Morrow  prsaeatad  Ait 
memorial  of  the  Legialatore  of  MiivBii 
Territory  in  relation  to,  referred    • 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  a  petition  fima  U&- 
noia  of  the  same  tenor,  read    - 
President  of  the  U  nited  Statea,  a  joint  ctmmttrr 

appointed  to  wait  on  the        -       -      .    il 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  a  resolution  reject- 
ing the  signature  of  the,  to  land  pttcal»    tl 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  CommiOee  «a 
Public  Lands £ 

Prevost,  Solomon,,  Mr.  Johnson  piaeesled  the 
petition  o(  referred        .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  aecond  time  •        .        .       .      • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       -      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Printing,   Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolabsa 
concerning  the,  ordered  by  the  two  Hooms, 
read  twice     -        -        -        .       -      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Represeotsiive 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 
Mr.  Lacock  also  submitted  a  resolatioa  le* 

latingtothe  - 

which  was  agreed  to        .        .       .      > 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Seprcctn^- 

tives  that  they  have  appointed  a  jstst  eao- 

mittee  on  the,  concurred  in,  aad  eomaat- 

tee  appointed 

report  of  the  joint  committee^  read  ud 

agreed  to 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resoIotioB  to  re- 
scind    -        -        -        -       -      -      - 

considered  and  disagreed  to  6  • 
Protection  of  the  Mails,  on  motion  of  litr.  Tal- 
bot, the  Committee  on  Post  OfBeet,  &£•? 
were  inatracted  to  inquire  into  tbs  exp^ 
dienqr  of  authorixing  the  Postmuter  GfB- 
eral  to  employ  an  armed  guard  ibr  the  • 
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Senate  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


toction  of  the  Mail* — continaed.  Page, 

inexpediency  of  dmng  §o  reported      -        -    t86 
considered  and  oooearred  in  •   -        -        -    861 
ot,  William,  Mr.  ]i)af  gett,  pretenfted  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    •        .        •        .        •     101 
a  bill  to  anthoriae,  to  ineCitate  a  suit  in  eqni* 
ty  against  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  dbc,  read       -        - 
read  a  second  time    •        -        *        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        - 
iTident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representativeft  to  incorporate 
the,  read         ...... 

^read  a  second  tinpe,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  snd  passed  as  amended 
)lic  Accounts,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives supplementary  to  the  act  for 
prompt  settlement  of,  read      ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  .        -        .        - 
read  the  third,  time,  and  passed  ... 

ftltc  Buildings,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  transmittiug  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  repairs,  &c«,  of 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        *        . 
bite  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittee on 

Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants. of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  completing  payments 
on,  which  was  read  .  .  .  - 
Mr.  Noble  presented  a  similar  petition,  Irom 
Indiana         ...... 
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192 
287 
238 


101 
103 
112 
207 
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174 
176 
192 
241 
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28 


270 
271 
276 
283 

20 


100 


120 

blic  Printing,  report  of  the  joint  committee 

on  the  subject  of  the      .        .        .        :.  247 

considered  and  agreed  to  .        .        •        .  254 
a  resolution  directing  the  manner  of,  read 

three  times,  and  passed  ....  281 
rkhill,  Jacob,  Mr.  Crittenden  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        .        -        .120 

adverse  report  thereon   •        .        -        -  168 

the  report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered   -        -  175 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read       -        -        -  177 

read  a  second  time 185 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .  •      .        .  246 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        .        -  254 
itney,  Benjaihin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 170 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  201 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  210 
rle,  Edward,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  168 

Q. 

Darter  Sections,  Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  fractions  of    -        -        -  29 

Qartering  Soldiers  in  time  of  War,  Mr.  Forsyth 

submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  -  159 

aomm,  s  message  sent  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives announcing  the  formation  of  a  12 


R-  Page. 

Rabun^  Governor,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United   States,  transmitting  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from      -        -        -        -      80 
Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  a 
company  of,  commanded  by  James  Big- 
gar,  referred  --....     198 
sdverse  report  thereon       .        .        •        .    246 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        .    258 

Rapine,  Daniel,  a  letter  from,  offering  for  the 

printing 281 

Receivers  and  Registers,  Mr,  Eaton  presented  a 
memorial  preying  a  revision  ^of  the  set 
changing  the  compensation  of,  referred  •      74 
a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of,  read         .    402 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 259 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    269 

Relinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning  pen- 
sions upon  a,  read  ....    23S 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    234 
reported  without  amendment     ...    246 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    283 
Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
relief  ofy  read         .....      gl 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      88 
«       reported  with  an  amendment     ...    101 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     178 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     185 
Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 
a  resolulion  requesting  information  of  the 
Prendent  of  the  United  States,  touching 
the  execution  of  the  first  articleof  tl^  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the     • 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  wait 

on  the  President    -        • 
a  Me«age  fiom  the  President  in  reply 

Revolutionary  War,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles, 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  to  prurvide  for  certain  persons 
engaged  in  the,  dec.  ....  lOO 
said  committee  ask  to  be  discharged  •  -  161 
and  are  accordingly  discharged  -        •        -    166 

Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of, 

reftmd  ......    265 

committee  discharged         -        •        -        -    276 

Ring,  Hannah,  and  Luther  Frink,a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    198 
reported  with  amendments       ...    228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    276 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 

menU 279 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended   -      It 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Stark 72 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  more  convenient 

organization  of  the  courts 

Robertson,  William,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

committee  discharged,  and  the  petition  re- 

'  ferred  to  the  Naval  Committee  -  •  84 
adverse  report  thereon  -  -  -  -  90 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -      98 
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Rockyille  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company, 
a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  RepreientatiTea 
authorizing    the,  to  extend    their  road 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  read    -     101 
read  a  ceeond  time,  and  referred        -        -     102 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     112 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -    202 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  •        -        -    204 
Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of«  referred   •        -        •        .        •      29 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -    201 

read  a  second  time 208 

ordered  t^a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    266 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    269 
Bonde,  Pierre  D.  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  .        -        -        -      20 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     186 
read  a  second  time    •        .        •        .        -    188 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •    '    •    236 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -    238 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended       -        -       11 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  clothe  the 
Army  in  domestic  manufactures     -        -     114 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Navy,  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  at  the 
last  session,  on  the,  was  referred  to  the 

Naval  Committee 39 

Mr.  Roberts  submitters  resolution  instruct- 
ing said  committee  to  inquire  whether  said, 
are  in  conformity  with  military  laws,  dec.      87 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -      88 
the  committee  reported  a  resolution  requir- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  to  report  at  (he 
next  session,  a  reply  to  the  inquiry         -    208 
consideredf  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    212 
Runaways,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  annulling  the  laws  regulating  the  sei- 
zure of  persons  of  color  suspected  to  be    208 
said  committee  discharged         •        -        - ,  278 

8. 

Sacketty  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  re£mred     .....  89 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  205 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        -        •  209 
Salaries  of  certain  Officers,  a  bill  to  increase  the, 

read  twice     ..•.-•  22 

xead  the  third  time,  and  passed          .     •  .  29 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        -        -        •        -  231 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  236 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  with  a  statement  of  the  79 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 

of  the  - 215 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the,  read  215 

read  a  second  time ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading  244 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  246 

Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  providing  for  ssck 

seamen         • 202 

Scboonmaker,  Cornelia,  and  P.  M.  Greene,  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....  169 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  190 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  S26 


H 


li 


\ 


Seminole  War«  Mr.  Laeock  submitted  a 

tion  that  the  Messsge  and  dodunents  re- 
lating to  the,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  -.-.--- 
amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  eommittes 
appointed      .        •        .        .         -        . 
Mr.  li.  submitted  another  reaolntion  asking 
of  the   President  copies   of  tha  oorres- 
po^ndence  with  Spain  in  relatkin  to  the 
modified  and  agreed  to     -         •         -        • 
a  Message  from  the  President  traaoBittiBg 
a  copy  of  a  letter  ftom  Gorcmor  Bibb  te 
General  Jackson    ..... 
report  of  the  ouinmittea  in  full  •        -       -^M 
Senate,  opening  of  the  second  sossion  of  ths,       < 
(fifteenth  Congreas)       -        -        '       '  A 
adjournment  of  the  -        -         -         .       .    SM 
Sewall,  Robert,  Mr.  Hanson  presented  the  peti-      * 
tion  of,  referred     -        -         -         .       .     M 
adverse  report  thereon        -        •        .       .   i^ 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        .       -    lit 
Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  a  reeolation  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  dis- 
tribution of,  read  -        -         -        .        .    10L 
read  a  second  time    -        -         .        .       .   m 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -   137 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    169 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  aie> 
morial  of  the  Register  and    Receiver  at, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  re- 
ferred   ....         ...M 

Sick  and  disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  for, 
read      ....        ... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

considered         ...        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Daggett  prasentad  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ..... 
committee  discharged        .... 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  on  the  state  of  tb« 
Slave  Trade,  a  bill  from  the  Hotiaa  of  Repre- 
.   sentstives  in  addition  to  the  act  to  pro- 
hibit the,  read'       ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment ;  read  the  thiid 
time,  and  passed    ..... 
Slaves  impressed  into  the  Public  Service,  Mr. 
Macon  submitted  a  resolution  coneefB- 
ing       ----.-. 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  comnittee 
the  committee  discharged  .... 
Slocum,  John,  Mr.  Burrill  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....  S 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended   *  ' 
speech  of,  on  the  case  of  Matthew  Lyoe   -  M 
in  explanation  -        -        -        .        .        37, 0 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  General.Stark  -  7) 
on  the  bill  for  more  oonTenient  ergiaiBa* 
tion  of  the  courts  -        -        >        .       -  Ii3 
Smith,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        .       .  iJ4 
Smyth,  Harold,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R^re- 

sentalives  for  relief  o(  read    -        .        .  81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •  ^ 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        .  SSS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          .        .        .  271 

read  the  third  time,  and  na— iiil          .       .  sn 
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I,  Richard*  Mr.  Dickenon  preiented  the 
memorial  of,  referred     -        >        _ 

,  a  MeMage  from  the  President,  tra&Miit- 
ting  a  copy  of  hia  proclamation  of  the 
convention  with     -        .        .        -        . 

i,  Thomaa.     (See  Btek,  PauL) 

ing  Committeea,  appointment  of  the  eev- 
eral       -         -         -        -        «        -        - 

ing  Rolea,  Mr.  Sanford  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  -         -        >        -        -        -     169 

onsidered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -     163 

,  Major  General  John»  a  bill  from  the  Hoote 
of  Repreaentativea  lor  the  relief  of,  read 

ead  a  second  time,  and  referred 

eported  without  amendment    ... 

•rdered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

esd  the  third  time,  and  passed 

iboats,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  Postmaster 
General  to  transmit  the  mail  in      -        - 

\  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  the  Poai- 
m  aster  General  to  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  in,  dbc.,read     ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

"Sported  with  amendments 

irrlered  to  a  third  reading 

ead  the  third  time,  and  passed 

lens,  David,  M  r.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .... 

lens,  Otho,  Mr.  Palmer  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  refiarred      .... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 
eonsidered  and  concurred  in      -        - 
ett,  Samuel,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred      .... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 
consideredf  and  concurred  in       -        - 
es,  Mountford,  of  North  Carolinat  attended 
e»  George,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petitien 
of,  referred    ......      33 

adverse  report  thereon,  read      ...      34 
and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -        -      88 

)r,  Clement,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  -      19 
its,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the  corporation  of  Washing- 
ton to  extend  certain,  through  public  re- 
servations, read      -        -        -        -        -    101 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  103 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  136 
indefinitely  postponed        .        •        .        •    810 

fft,  Phcebe,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of^  read  ...  1B6 
reed  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  167 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -'  361 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  883 
rges,  Kachel,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -  167 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  186 

considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -  198 

tervisors  snd   Collectors  of  the  old  Direct 
Tax,  Mr.  Tichenor  submitted  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  relating  to  balances  due  from     131 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 

•ent  it  to  the  President  -        -        -        -    136 
a  McMsge  from  the  President  transmitting 
statement  in  reply  .        .        *.        .    304 


89 


174 
176 
186 
361 
364 

39 

173 
186 
198 

346 

364 

366 

38 


Psge. 
St.  Andrew's  Society  of  Charleston,  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  remission  of  duties,  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee      -        -        -      76 
adverse  report  thereon                -        -        -    168 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    177 
St  Stephen's,  Mr.  Wiltiams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of, 
praying  thai  a  port  of  entry  msy  be  estab- 
lished at        39 

T. 
Tait,  Charles,  of  Georgia,  attended   ...      66 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  providing  for  sick 
seamen  ......    808 

Talbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended       -        -      30 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  deciding  State 
controversies  ...      198, 196, 196 

Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indians,  attended         •        -      11 
the  credentisls  of,  for  a  new  term,  presented 
and  filed        ...... 

Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  amend  the  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  authorizing  the  State  of,  to  issue 
grants,  d^c,  read    -        -        .'      . . 
read  a  second  time,  and  refeired         -        -    886 
reported  without  amendment     ...    878 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    886 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  produced  his  ere- ' 
dentials,  d^c.  -        -        -        -        -      38 

\  Thorn,  Joseph,  Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....      88 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -    163 
read  a  second  time    .....     166 

the  third  reading  negatived       -        -        -    318 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    809 

a  bill  concerning  the  Patent  Office,  and  to 
increase  the  salary  of,  the  superintendent 

thereof;  read 833 

read  a  second  time   -----    886 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    877 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    379 

Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        -      11 
Timberl^Le,  John  B.,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missis- 
sippi, presented  the  petition  of,  referred       86 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -     160 
read  a  second  time   -        -        -        -        -    164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    811 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    318 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  took  the 

chair    -------      99 

sketch  of  his  remarks  on  giving  the  casting 
vote  on  the  appropriation  for  a  military 

road 171 

retirement  of,  from  the  chair     -        r  ^      -    338 
Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Duties,  a  bill  in 

addition  to  the  act  concerning,  read  -  334 
read  a  second  time  -----  337 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    864 

read  the  third  time,  and  pased  .        -        .    366 
Trading-houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
act  concerning,  read      -        -        -        .    341 
read  a  second  time    -----    346 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -    364 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    366 

Transportation  of  persons  of  color,  dec*  a  bill  re- 
specting the,  read  ....      68 
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bUl  read  a  second  tiue       -        -        -        -  68 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  impoitaiioA 

of  sluves        ......  69 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  resolution  instnwl* 

ing  said  committee         .        •        •        .  76 

considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        •  78 

a  bill  respecting  the,  read  -        .        .        •  193 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -  198 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        .  862 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  254 

Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  presented  231 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  fiiecreUry  in 

obedience  to  the  act  esUbliahiDg  the        *  21 

another  report,  according  to  law         -        -  163 

a  bill  for  the  better  organintion  •f  the»  read  192 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred                 -  192 

reported  without  amendment     ...  200 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  256 
TriMory  Notes  lost  or  destroyed,  a  bill  from  tho 
Uonee.  of  Repreeantatives   to  authoriie 
payment  in  certain  cases  on  account  of, 
read      •--•.•.89 

read  a  second  time,  and  refemd  -  .  98 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  >  .163 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         >        .        -186 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  188 

Troop,  John,  Mr.  8anlbrd  preseniid  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......  77 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  88 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Uoldsborough,  the  said  re- 
port was  withdrawn       ....  89 

a  resolution  reported  that  the  petitioner  have 

leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  ...  97 
considered  and  concurred  in      >                *  100 
Turner,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the  heirs  and  le- 
gatees of,  read        161 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .164 

reported  without  amendment     ...  176 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  233 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  236 

V. 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  from  Delaware»  attended  *  20 
Yienne,  M.  de,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcpre^ 

sentatives  making  provision  lor  the  claim  . 

of,  read          ......  169 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  173 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       -189 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  337 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  238 
Villere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe> 

tition  of,  referred 29 

Vinoennes  University,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      -        •        *        .169 

Viceland,  Ann,  and  othera,  Mr.  Dickecaon  pre* 

sented  the  petition  of,  referrad        •        •  167 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  and  reprennta* 

tives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  read     •        *  186 

read  a  second  time 188 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  236 

*  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  238 

W. 

Wait's  State  Papers,  a  bill  authorising  snbscrip- 
tion  for  the  11th  and  12th  volumes  of, 

^«*d 200 
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Wai^e  Btato  Paper»--eoatuiaed. 
bill  need  a  sscsad  time 

third  reading  . 
read  Khn  third  time,  nod 

Ward,  8amn«l,  a  IhU  ior  the  raKef  o^  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  lefeiiad 
reported  without  amend— nf     - 
oideicd  to  a  third  madiag  -        .       . 
read  the  third  time,  and  pnesed  - 

Wamack,  Fraderick  C,  Mr.  Williama,  ef  Tea- 
nessee,  presented  the  petition  €i,  tcftmj 

Washington,  Mr.  Goldsborough.  aaboutted  a  r^ 
solutiott  to  erect  a  monumeat  over  the  w 
maine  of  General,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    ... 

referred  to  a  aelect  eommhtae    - 

reported  with  amendmente 

recommitted  with  instntetions    - 

a  bill  to  erect  an  equestrian  statue  U,  in 
the  Capital  square,  read- 

read  m  second  time    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  _ 

Mr.  Lacoek  presented  the  petitson  of  lb 
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imnarks  of,  on  hie  amendment  to  the  Ap- 
propriation bill      -        -        -        -       - 

Bellinger,  Mr^  reported  a  bill  making  apprc^ri- 

ations  for  the  puUie  buildings,  dee. 
Bennett,  Malcolm,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 

Bennett,  Samud,  a  bill  directing  the  name  ci,  to 

be  placed  on  Ibe  pension  list,  read  twice    697 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Sergeant  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  merchanU,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  seizures  under  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretsry  of  State 
Bermuda  Hundred,  of  Virginia,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  a  lot  of  ground,  the  pro|>- 
erty  of  the  United  States,  at,  read  twice    986 
Bibb,  W.  W.,  Governor  of  Georgia,  copy  of  a 

letter  from,  to  General  Andrew  Jackson  -  1076 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  ClariL,  a  bin  for 
relief  of,  read  twice        -        -        -        - 
Birdseye,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  Daniel  Booti),  a  lliir 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  - 
read  twice         -        -        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        « 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bland,  Theodorlck,  the  ttfort  of,  on  ihp  condi- 
tion of  SouUi  America,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  -        -        -        -        •        - 

Blount,  William  G.,  of  Tennesse,  attended 
Booth,  Daniel.    (See  Birdaeyif  ^c.) 
Boundazics  of  Land  Districts,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  designatiog  the,  twice  read,  and 
referred  .----. 

repocted  with  amendments,  and  (Nrdered  to 
a  third  readiog  -  -  .  -  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  1410 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments  -  1433 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  receded  1438 
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Bonnly  Land,  a  bill  axtendkig  the  allowaoca  of, 

read  twice     -        •        -        *        -        -411 
Bovrgoud,  Antoine.   (See  Dozei,  Joi^h,) 
Bowie  and  Kurt^  and  others,  adverae  report  on 

the  petition  of       .....    391 
Bremen,  letter  from  the  Burgomaster  and  Sena* 
tors  of,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  relating  to  commercial  reciprocities  1688 
British  Subjects,  a  Message  from  Uie  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies 
of  applications  made  bj  the  British  Min- 
ister in  behalf  of  certain 
Bronangh,  J.  C,  United  States  Army,  affidavit 

of         -*• 

Bjrook,  George  M^  and  Edmund  P.  Keanedj,  ft 
bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Brown,  Frederick^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
»    twice    -       -        • ,      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to       •       -        • 
B^rjan,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  was,  on  bia  own 
motion,  excused  from  serving  on  the  Bank 
Committee,  on  the  ground  of  being  a 

atockholder 840 

Buenos  Ayres  Ghnetle,  sundry  extracts  Iroa  tho  1980 

Bunch,  Samuel,  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson  8849 

Bnrghart,  Adolphus,  the  bill  of  the  last  session 

for  relief  of,  ordored  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Burr,  Samnel,  a  hill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 

on  the  third  reading  rejected      ... 

Butler,  Themes,  of  Louisiana,  elected  a  member 

in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robertson,  resigned, 

was  qualified,  dec  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension 

to  General  Surk 

OB  the  militaiy  appropriations    - 
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867 
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446 
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Cadetf,  the  biU  of  last  session  concerning  the 
admission  o4  into  the  MiBtary  Academy, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    887 
reported  to  the  House,  and  laid  on  the  table    869 
a  hill  extending  the  allowance  of  pensions 

to,  twice  read 870 

the  third  reading  negatired        ...    878 
Caldwell,  Ellas  B.  (See  itmerfcon  Coianizatien 

Society*) 
Callan,  Patrick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    488 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -1167 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1194 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarka  of,  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts claim    .....    480 
on  the  Militaiy  Appropriation  bill      -        •    478 
'   on  the  resolution  concerning  the  instigation 

of  Indian  hostilities  ....  648 
Caro,  Jose  Estevsn,  affidaTit  of  -  •  -  1007 
Cair,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  twice  read,  dbc.  ....    893 

Carter,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    646 
Castlereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Adams I486 

Catlett,  Dr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .'      .        -        .     488 
Cavalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  dec, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        •        -1147 


SM 


Census,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  leka 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepsit  afai 
for  taking  the  fonrtli       -       -      •     •  S 
a  bill  to  provide,  dtc^  acoordiBflj,  md 
twice    -        -        -        .       -      -     .  e 

Certain  Crimea  against  the  United  Stato,  a  U! 
firom  the  Senate,  more  rffednilly  to  piv* 
vide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  twin  •  i:4 

Chambers,  Samuel,  commander  of  the  Biitiik 
ahip-oPwar  Dee,  a  letter  from,  to  See 
Admiral  Sir  David  Milne,  on  the  mhlMt 
of  the  Newfonndland  fisheries      •     • )« 

Champa,  Phebe,  Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  ptwerted 
the  petition  of,  referred  -       -••!({ 
adverse  report  thereon  eoncmzed  ia  -     -1^ 

Chaplain^  election  of  a,  for  the  Hoase  of  Bcpn> 
sentativea      -        -        .... 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Conpaaj,  ike 
bill  of  last  seesion,  anthoriaiog  seokMif- 
tion  to  the  stock  of  the»  was  nkmi   • 

Child,  Ears,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  twioa  nad  • 

Choctaw  Tribe,  on  motioB  of  Mr.  Poiadata, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Landevmia- 
structed  to  inquire  concerning  ^ilil»' 
mentofthe  -        -       .       .     .    • 

Circoit  Courts  of  the  United  SUtea,  a  bS  6» 

the  Senate  further  to  extend  tbe  joriifi^ 

tion  of  the,  read  twice    -       .      >     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       .      •     • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed      •     • 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  oonautiMaf  9! 
Clark,  John,  Mr.  Allen  preeented  the  pctilinrf  ^ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  oimd 
twice    -       -    •    -        •       .     -    •  lis 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       *     '    *  ^  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  paseed     •    *  '||| 
Clark,  leaac^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  nU  -  * 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Bae^,  D«ue£) 
Clariu  Janea  H.,  a  bill  froen  the  SeaataftrR- 
lief  of,  read  twice,  end  referred     •     '  ^z. 

reported  without  amendment    •     .     •  !»• 

Clay,  Henry,  Speaker,  took  hia  seat .     •     -  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  providing  Iff  mm 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Whitman  - 
remarlu  of,  on  the  bill  concemiBgadiii 
on  the  Maaaachosetts  elaim 
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191 
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apeech  of,  on  the  mUilary  fV^f^^^p^ 

on  the  Seminole  report  -  •  '  .  ' 
OS  acknosrledgittf  the  South  Aaeriae  ■- 

dependence  •  •  '  '  *  id 
on  the  bill  fat  the  ooenpalion  of  Fleii^  *  '*" 
thanks  oT  the  Hooae  to,  and  wUnmtf,^ 

adjoomment-       •  .     .    -iw 


Clerki,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harrisoii,  a  eeoatf^ 
was  appointed  to  inquire  inte  the  expw* 
ency  of  authorising  the  «npk2B<*||7 
an  additional  number,  in  die  w'  '^ 
parfment  -  -  '  '  '^ 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  oCA^'*^ 

twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  '  * 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  Commiwe 
on  the  Judiciary  were  inetrncted  tf  "** 
quire  into  the  ezpedieocy  of  pwrkftflt 
hj  law  for  the  appointment  of,  of  the  dif 
trict  courta,  by  the  fteeident  • 
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>aitiBg  Trade,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  anpfle* 

mentary  to  the  act  concerning  the,  read 

twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1165 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  1!II7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ...  lS8d 
read  the  third  time,  and  paned  -  -  •  1328 
)bb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -  -  891 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  penaion  to 

General  SUrk  ....  337,  338 
on  referring  certain  doenmenta  from  one 

committee  to  another  ...  869,  871 
f  peech  of,  on  the  motion  to  poatpone  the  aub* 

jeet  indefinitely 873 

on  hia  motion  to  refer  the  two  reporta  of  the 

Seminole  oommittee  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 637 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  aale  of 

lota  in  Waahington  ....  643 
ipeech  of,  on  tka  Seminole  raaolatiMia  •  588 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  poetponement  1184 
on  adhering  to  the  rejeetion  of  the  Senaie'a 

amendment  to  the  bill  to  admit  If  iaaoitri 

into  the  Union 1436 

>ffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Meana  were  inatmcted  to  inqaire  into 
the  eipediefiley  of  allowing  the  benefit  of 

drawback  to 886 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        •    485 
nns,  United  States  and  foreign,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  regnia- 

ting 888 

detaikd  report  of  aaid  committee        •        •    788 
a  bill  to  regulate,  d^  read  twice       -        -    796 
(Sea  Foreign  Coin»,) 

ilbnrn,  Reuben,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gage,  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dbc,  were  direct- 
ed to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king  compensation  to     •        •        -        -    488 
lie,  Mehiuble,  the  bill  of  last  seaalon  for  the 

relief  of,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    381 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    884 
^ion,  Edward,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        •    891 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Linn*s  resolutions  con- 
cerning Uie  migration  of  slates      -       -    887 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  mHitaiy  estabiiah- 
ment     .......    585 

apeech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reaolntiona         -    884 
olombian  Inatitnte,  Mr.  Herbert  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  1189 

ommerce  and  Mannfactnrea,  appofniment  of  tile 

atanding  oommittee  on  -        •       •        -    891 
ommisaary,  Abraham,  an   Onondaga  Indian, 

Mr.  Ogden  preaented  the  petition  of       •  1074 
Migreaa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of,  read  twice,  and 
indefinitely  postponed    •        -        -        •  1440 
usual  reaoluiions  preparatory  to  the  close  of 

the  session    .••-..  1441 
adjournment  of,  sine  die   '        •        -        -  1444 
onstittttion,  a  resolution  |rom  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the,  read  twice  1038 
debated  in  Committae  of  the  Whole  •  1419 

laid  on  the  table 1480 

onvention,  copy  of  the,  with  Great  Britain     •  1598 
oppersmiths,  of  Boston,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of,  agreed  to      ....    884 


Pag^ 

Copy-Rights,  a  bill  concerning  auita  bronght  on, 

read  twice 434 

Cowan,  iohn»  an  adveise:  report  in  the  case  of, 

reversed,  and  m  bill  ordered    ...    886 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twice,  dbo«        -    891 

Canch,  William,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read 

twioa,  dec     ......    870 

Cnek  Nation,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorising 
the  pnrehaae  of  certain  lands  reaerved  to 
the  chiefii  of  the,  read  twice  .        -        -  1147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        •  1158 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        •        -  1155 

Croas,  T.,  Captain  United  SUtea  Anny»  a  state- 
ment made  upon  honor,  by    -        •        -  8836 

Crowell,  Johi»»  Belegata  Aom  Alabama  Territo* 

ly,  attended  ......    390 

Conger,  Daniel,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -    898 

Cumberland  Road,  a  notice  to  insert  an  q>propri- 
ation  for  the,  in  the  general  appropriatton 
bill,  carried 1148 

Curritock  Sound,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer 
,    the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
laetniaa  were  ioatraeted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  ataking  the  channel  of    895 

D. 

Davidaon,  William,  a  new  member  from  North 
Carolina,  in  place  of  Daniel  M.  Forney, 
was  qualified,  See  ....    339 

DaTia,  Henry,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the  relief 

of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -    541 

feed  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    545 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  a  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Asylum  for  the,  read  twice       •        -  1389 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1487 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1431 
De  Forest,  David  C,  correspondence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  State  -        -        -  1614 

DeKalb,  Baron,  Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  respecting  the  monument 
to  the  late  Major  General       ...    781 

laid  on  the  Uble 788 

De  Krafil,  Edward,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  remonstrating  against  an  alleged 
violation  of  his  contract  for  printing      •    340 
Delafield,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    436 
a  third  reading  rejected     ....    445 
De  la  Ronde,  Pierre  Dennis,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  relief  of        -        -        -        -  1817 
twice  read,  and  referred    .        .       •       .  1337 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1388 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  a 
bill  authorising  subscription  to  tAe  stock 

of  the,  read  twice 488 

Denton,  Little  dc  Co.,  and  Harmon  Kendricks,  a 

bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read     '        *        *    ^^ 
Dequindre,  Louie  and  Antoine,  a  bill  from  the 
'Senate  for  the  relief  of;  read  twice,  and  re- 

forred 488 

reported  without  amendment    -        .       .  1484 
Desha,  Mr,,  remarks  oC  on  Mr.  Holmea*s  resolu- 
tion      -        .        -        -        -        -        -    378 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Seminole  reports      589 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  mili- 
tary establishment         ....    535 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions       ...  1038 
Deslande,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 1411 
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biUtwieeread^mnd  ralemd        ...  1417 
reported  without  mmendmeDt    •        -        -  1431 
Detroit,  a  bill  from  Ike  Senate  to  revive  tbe  pow* 
en  of  the   commiiiionere  for  deeuliiig 
claimi  to  land  in  tlM  diatriet  of,  read 

twice 148S 

DfiMct  Tax  and  Internal  Dutiei,  a  bill  coneem- 

ing  tbe,  read  twice,  dbc    .      .       -        •    080 
Diacontiniianee  of  Saita,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, the  Judioiary  Committee  were  in- 
atmeted  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
making  pvof  iaion  for  the       •        -        •    S99 
a  bill  to  prevent  the,  twice  read,  aifdoideied 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        -        -    816 
Diatrict  of  Columbia*  appetnimantof  tlie  elandiiif 

committee  on  the  -        •        •        •        -    291 
the  Speaker  preaented  a  letter  from  Judgv 
Crmndi,  tranamitling  a  coda  of  jnriapni- 
dence  for  tbe^  pcepared  by  him  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  reaolotion  of  Congreaa     •        -    899 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Herbert  the  Cleik  waa 
diiefited  to  oontmct  for  the  priating  of  two 
bondred  and  fifty  copiea  of  aaid  code    -    324 
reletiod  to  the  jodflpae  of  the  cnrcnit  conrt 
and  diatrict  attorney      ....    870 

bill  concerning  the  Banks  of  the,  twice  read   1 164 
Diz,  J<^n  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        -  1139 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1149 
Documents,  Mr.  Taylor  aubmitted  a  joint  reae- 
lution  authorizing  the  franking  of  certain, 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd         -        •    31S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, agreed  to     •        -        -        •        •    340 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
in  relation  to  the  documente  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 
read  twice     ......    380 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -  ,    •  114A 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  Clerk  of  the  House,  took 

his  seat 889 

Dox,  Jacob,  letter  from,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims 318 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  dtc*         -    844 
Poaet,  Joseph,  and  Antoine  Bourgoud,  a  bill 

from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  -        -        -  1411 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1417 
reported  with  amendmente        .        ^        •  1421 
Drake,  John  R.,  of  New  York,  attended   -        -    898 
Dnfour,  John  James,  and  his  associatea,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks presented  the  petition  o(  referred  -    484 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        ...    427 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  ...    489 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall  the  vote  of  rejec- 
tion was  reconsidered  and  the  bill  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee       ...    438 
committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  laid  on 

the  table 436 

Dunlap,  Richard  G.,  letter  from,  to  General 

Jackson •  28i4 

Dunn,  Thomas,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  the  Speaker 

was  authorial  and  requested  to  employ 

counsel  to  defend,  in  the  suit  brought 

sgainst  him  by  John  Anderson       -        -    433 

Dvterge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

lor  relief  of,  read  twice  ....  1488 
Dyer,  R.  H.,  late  Colonel  of  Tennessee  Tolun- 

teers,  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson     •  8346 
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Earle,  Ellas,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  .  .  !K 
Eaater,  Richard  J.,  letter  from,  to  Gen.  itdtm  SM 
Eaatem  Branch  Bridge  CompaJiyv  the  bill  of  ImI 

aeasion  to  incorporate  the,  waa  erisni  Is 

a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  •  4U 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  tii 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendagaa 

and  agpreed  to  .....  m 
Edwards,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  motiaB  <» 

postpone  indefinitely  Mr.  Hofanee'  raoii- 

tion      -        -        -        -        -      -     .  ri 

on  his   resolution   of   inquiiy  rakliii  to 

Florida ttLSB 

Elections,  sppointment  of  tke  staadiiig  Cm- 

mittee  of %i 

Electors  of  President,  dtc     (8m  Cofiiiiteiasi, 

Mr.  Dickerson'a  amendment.) 

EUicott,  Benjamin*  of  New  Yofk,aitadBd     •  % 
Bntrieeof  I«and,  a  bill  frett  the  BenatsfnTid- 
ioff  for  the  correeticNi  of  eRoia  in  atkiaf; 
n«d  Cwice     •        -        -        .      .     •  ItiS 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -      -     •  Iffl 
Equestrian  Statne  of  Waaluagitpn,  a  bill  Imilk 
Senate  to  erect  nn^  in  the  Ci^itol  ifiiB, 
read  twice      -        -        -        .      -     •  liS 
Enrin,  Jamea,  of  South  Caroliiin,ftteBde4      •  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolatioDi     •  'l'»^ 
Erring,  George  W.,  correspondenoa  e(  wilfa  (be 
Secretary  of  State  -        -       •       I9i^^^ 
eerrespondenoe  of,  with  Don  PedrsCenfiti  16^ 

correspondence  0^  with  Don  Joss  Piw- 

fo  •        •        •         .        .        1679,  l>) 

Bxpendttnrea  for  eaptocee  at  eea,  a  letter  tm 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  with  sMMciti 
ofthe,  in  obedience  to  a  naelatioDaftkt 

laataeaaion ^ 

Export  Entry  and  Oath,  on  motion  of  Mr.  8ih^ 

bee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  sad  Mow 

were  instructed  to  iaqnire  respsdisff  ^ 

time  allowed  for  cenapieting  tbs    • 

(See  i^eefiu«.) 

Exports,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  1^*^^*^ 

aury  with  a  atetement  of 

Extension  of  Streets,  a  biU  aothoriBig  tb^ 
certain  cases,  by  the  CoiporatioB«f  Will- 

ingtoa,  read  twice  -       '     '     *  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      ; 

Extra  AUowancee,  on  metioik  of  Mr.  H«  KdiM» 
the  Committee  of  Aocowite  wcnnupr- 
iied  to  make  to  the  eeivants,  dec  of  ^ 
House  the  same  aa  Wfre  madeattbtbit 
session  -..--• 

Extra  labor  of  SoMiera,  a  report  ham  tbe  Sta*-  ^. 
tery  of  War  relative  to  - 

F. 

FalM  flntries  for  benefit  of  Drawback,  iiMlIl'|>: 

Tiding  additional  penalties  for,  teitf '^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed       '     ' 

Parish^  Thomas  B.,  the  biU  of  Isst  iO^^ 

relief  of;  was  ordered  to  a  third  RtfiBI  * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -     ' 

returned  from  the  Senate  ameaMto^ 

agreed  to       •        - 

Fatigue  Duty,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  W  i^ 

the  pay  of  the  Army  when  eanfloyc^.^  - 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  jwm ' 

lead  the  third  time,  and  paassd  - 
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Page. 
iBancef,  annual  TNaaniy  npovl  of  tha  tUta 
of  the   -        -       -    .    .       .        m       . 
ire  Enginfi^  a  bill  Aom  tbe  0fB«to  authoa* 
ixing  the  porohaaa  of,  twioe  laad    - 

read  the  third  time»  and  paaaed  •       •        • 
irit  CoaiptroUer»  a  latter  ftom  the,  wHh  a  liot 
of  peiBoni  who  have  not  rendered  tlMir 
acooonta  lev  aettUBant  •       .       •       « 
iiher,  Chajle8»  a  new  member  fromflanth  Car- 
olina, in  place  of  Gteoifia  M amfoid,  de- 
oeaaid,  waa  qnalUled,  dec.      .       .        » 
lorida«  Mr.  H^hiiiaon  aabmitted  a  maUan  re* 
queating  of  the  Preaident  ctf  the  Otniiad 
States  oopiea  of  the  eotrespandence  of  our 
Miniater  at  Madrid  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  army  in         •        - 

amended  and  agr^d  to,  and  a  cemmittaa 
appointed 

Mr.  Edwards  anbmltted  a  reaolation  of  i»* 
qniry  in  relation  to  the  military  poata  o^ 
in  posaession  of  the  United  Statea  *• 

amended  and  agreed*  to      .... 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  reply 

Mr.  Poindextpr  sabmilted  a  rasolaUon  con^ 
ceming  a  provisional  government  hn 

a  bill  authoitting  the  President  to  tahe  pos- 
session of,  twice  read     -        •        •        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendroeflts, 
and  ooneurre d  in  with  an  exoeptioa 

loyd,  Mf«>  remadw  of,  on  Mr.  HolmaaSa  reao« 

lution    -        •        -        .        •        »i     371, 376 
remarks  o^  on  taking  up  tbamilitazy  appra» 

pnatkw 4«0 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  motion  to  nfer 
the  Seminole  repofis  lo.th*  C«mmitlea  of 

the  Whole 5S6 

speech  oU  on  the  resolutions      •        •        •  llt)4 
^olger,  Walter,  efMsBaathnaetts,.aHanded       •    Ml 
'Md,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  te  rnlief 
o^  twice  read,  and  fafismd    •       •       • 
reported  with  amendmente         ... 
^oreigA  AdUr%  appointment  of  a  aaleei  osnmitF 
tee  of    - 

foreign  Coins,  a  bHl  from  the  Senate  to  continue 

in  force  the  act  to  regulate  the  currency 

of,  read  twice         .        -        -        .        . 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

foreign  Merchandise,  the  bill  of  last  session  re- 
lating te  the  duties  on,  was  Indefinitely 
poitponed      -••--- 

Pofeign  Seamen,  the  bill  of  last  session  author* 
iiing  the  apprehension  o^  dsaarting,  wsaa 
read      ••••-•- 

Povfeitnre  of  Land,  dec,  Mr.  Harrison  submittod 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pnblie  Lands  to  inquire  inte  the  ezpedip 
eney  of  continuing  the  acttiMuspanathe, 
read  twice,  and  luinied  •  .  • 
reported  without  ameBdmeMt  • 
read  the  third  timCt  and  passed  -       -       - 

Famyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  the  Speaker  eommn* 
nicated  a  letter  from,  containing  notice 
that  he  has  resigned  his  seat  in  ^tbe 
House  .----•• 

FdNler,  Christopher,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  Ibr 
raliafoi^ffeadterife        •       •       • 


Franca,  a  bill  -cantiBning  the  'Cumney  of  the 
cmmM  and  6-frmie  pieeoi  ol^rcnd  twice  • 
Sac  (Arcnfi  Ccmc) 

Fxankiag  Privilege,  on  motion  cf  Mt.  0af|Mlt, 
the  Committee  on  Peat  O Aoac,  dec,  wura 
instructed  to  inquire  into  die  expediency 
of  extending  the,  to  agricultural  eccic- 
lica  in  ifamr  coiaeapundense  with  each 
other    « 
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796 


1097 


a  bill  in  eonlenntty  thereto,  was  twioe  read  1168 
a  third  reading  negatitad  «...  ig94 
Fiinoh,  Thomac    (See  Kifuky,  Adam*) 
Friend^  Creeks  Indians,  a  letter  from  the  Sccm- 
tary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  daima  of 

the 581 

Frink,  Luther.    (Sec  Bmg,  Hannah.) 

Fugitive  Sbves,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  Inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for 
the  delivering  up  dr,  dbc.        ...    646 
a  bill  to  that  e&ct  read  twice    .        -        .    661 

Fugitives,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Kelson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  were  inatructcd 
to  inquire  into  the  expedieaer  of  author- 
ixing  the  President  of  the  United  States 

to  demand,  dtc 

FiUler,  Timothy,  of  Massacbusette,  attended  - 
apeech  of,  on  the  miUteiy  appropriations  • 
on  the  Seminole  reschuioiis  ^  •  . 
on  the  Misaouri  bill  •       -  '     - 
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Gadsden,  /.,  Atd^de-camp,  letter  from,  to  Gene- 
ral Jackson 8080 

affidavit  made  by     ^ 8888 

(Hines,  Oeneral  B.  P.,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War-  1957,8068 
letter  from,  to  Oolond  Clinch    -  -  1976 
to  Commodore  Patterion  .        -        -        -  1978 

to  General  Jackson "8886 

CMca  and  Seaton,  election  of,  as  printers  to  the 

House ,  -  1441 

a  message  "from  the  Senate,  that  they  hSTc 
elected,  also  as  printers         ...  1441 

Gallatin  and  Rush,  Messrs.,  the  President's  com- 
mission investing,  with  plenary  powers, 
to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain 1006 

instructions  from  the  Secretory  of  Sute  to  1514 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stete     -        -        -        -  .     -        -        - 

protocols  of  their  Conferences  with  the  Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries      .... 

further  instructions  to,  from  the  Secretary 
of  State         .-.--- 

Galloo  Island,  a  bill  for  erecting  a  lighthouse  on, 

read  twice - 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente, 

and  agsead  to        .'-•.- 

Gardiner,  John,  the  Speaker  preeented  a  letter 

from,  transmitting  a  map  of  Alabama 

Teiritofy,  and  of  the  military  bounty 

tends 346 

a  propooition  to  frmrish  sokHcfs  with  copies 
of  the  latter  at  a  reasonable  price,  was  re- 
jected     370 
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Page* 
Georgia»  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  •  oowiHtiw 
WM  appointed  to  reqneet  of  tbe  Pneident 
oopiet  of  the  correspondence  between  tbe 
Depertmeift  of  War  and  the  Goremor  of   4S8 
a  Meenge,  transaiilttng  the  oorreepondenee 
adiedfor       ......    439 

another  Menage,  with  eoptee  of  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  o^  to  General  Jackeon  1078 
Gibbiy  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    391 
GUberty  Bylveater,  a  new  member  from  Conneo- 
ticut,  in  place  of  Mr.  Hohnee,  leaigned, 
attended,  and  waa  foalified,  &e.     .       .    970 
GOea,  Aqnilla,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read  twice  .....    429 

reported  without  amendment     *        -        *    615 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  *  1440 

Glaaecock,  General  Thomas,  commanding  the 
Georgia  militia,  letter  from,  to  General 

Jackson 9385 

Godfroy,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fiir  re- 
lief of  1917 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1237 

rejection  of  the  bill  recommended  by  the 
committee      ......  1416 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....    443 

Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of,  for  the  year  1819,  read  twice  787 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .1151 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1153 
returned  from  tlie  Senate  with  amendments  1403 

read,  and  referred 1410 

agreement  reported,  with  one  exoeption     .  1416 
the  House  concurred  with  the  committee  in 

the  exception 1494 

Grand  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hiteboock,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufoo* 
Uures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expadien<7  of  establishing  a  port  oi  en- 
try at  the  mouth  of  ...  .  396 
Grant,  Vincent,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  twice         .....  i^^ 
Great  Britain,  papers  relating  to  the  convention 
of  the  90th  October,  1818,  between  the 
United  States  and         -  '     .        .        .  1445 
Goerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of -1411 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        *  1417 
Onnboats  Nos.  149  and  164,  the  biU  of  last  see- 
sion,  authorising  the  payment  of  money  to 
the  officers  and  crews  of,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 541 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        .    545 
Gunpowder,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  allowance  of 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of.    (See 
Imparted  CdUm,  in  which  bill  it  is  in- 
cluded.) 

H. 

Hadfield,  George,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred II94 

Hailer  John,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  at  the  last  seaaion,  adverse  to  the 
petition  of,  was  concurred  in  •        -        .846 

Hatf'pay  Pensions,  a  bill  extending  the  time  oH 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  certain  oA* 
cera,  seamen,  and  marines,  twice  read    -    319 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    334 
lead  the  third  time,  and  pamed        .        .  14S6 


Hal],  WtHiaai,  of  Delaware,  nUendwl       .      -  Hi 
Hambly,  W^  eerttficates  of       .        .        .       •  9U 
Hamburgh,  applieation  to  the  Pireaident  fiem  tbe 
Burgomaaler  and  Senate  of,  in  relatiea  ts 
commercial  radpiocitiee         •        >      -  ISM 
Hamilton,  A.  W.,  leave  to  witlidmvr  Ua 

granted  to     .        >        - 
Hanaeatic  Towns,  a  Meeaage  from  Che 
in  relation  to  the,TefBRed  to  tke 
tee  of  Wm  and  Means  •        •      .  llli 

Harper,  Samuel  H.,  the  bill  of  last  seasioB  frr  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  readiBg'    .      -  411 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -421 

Harrison,  William  H.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -       -  91 
remarks  of,  on  the  admission  of  the  R^re- 

sentative  from  Illinois  -  -  -  -  % 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Oliaoif 

into  the  Union  -  -  -  -  •  311 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  derb 

in  the  War  Department  .  •  -  S!4 
on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  GeoenI 

Stark IT 

on  his  motion  relating  to  forfeiture  and  ok 

of  lands SH 

on  a  resolution  concerning  tho  trisi  ef  At- 

buthnot  and  Ambrister  >  -  •  -  39 
speech  of,  on  the  Half-pay  Pension  biU  •  377 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Cadets  -  39 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  term  ai 

pensions,  See.  -  -  >  -  .  314 
remarks  of,  on  the  military  estabCshaieat  535 
intioductoiy  of  a  reeolntion  reepeefing  aiiii- 

taiy  punishment  -  -  .  -  >  SIS 
^eech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reaolntions  -  l^lt 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  divide  the  eaet- 

tien 1I3S 

in  defence  of  Colonel  Tmmbnil       -      -  HM 
on  the  bill  relating  to  forfeiture  of  hadi, 

dec       .        -        -        .         .        -       -104 
Hart,  Eli,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  Im^  lebcf  af   - 1411 
read  twiee^  and  referred    ....  1417 
the  committee  recommend  rejeetioa  ef  the 

bill 1431 

Haskell,  Loie,  an  adverae  report  on  the  pstiite 

of,  agreed  to  .        >         ...  1074 

Hawkina,  Colonel  Benjamin,  ielteis  fieai,  ts 

Colonel  Nicholls 1S» 

Heistar,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  339 
Henley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senato  ier  relief 

of 13" 

read  twice,  and  referred    ...      -  1337 
reported  without  amendment     >       .      .  1371 

Herbert,  John  C,  of  Maryland,  attended  -      -38^ 

remarka  of,  on  the  loll  concerning  the  isfe 

of  reserved  lots  in  the  City  of  WaihiBr 

ton       -        -        .        .     ^  .       .    3IC,MI 

HerridL,  Samnel,  of  Ohio,  attended  -       .      •  319 

Hill,  Rees,  a  bUl  from  the  Senato  for  lefiff  of  •  l^^^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .       .      -  1^37 

reported  without  amendment    -  -  1^ 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed.  -1^ 

Hinds,  Bartlett,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  trke  544 
Hitcheoek,  Peter,  of  Ohm,  attended  -  -  *  ^ 
Hogan,  Michael,  a  hiU  from  the  Senate  for  ralief 

of      • -n« 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  >  .  -  1194 
reported  with  an  amenteent  -  -  -  1^ 
lead  the  third  timot  and  i>m^  m  ■isndsd  1439 
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[oiTSfSaJ&adlf  of  TenneMM,  attended  -    291 

lolmcs*  Mr.,  rcmarki  o(  introdacing  a  reaolo- 

tioa  respecting  the  Seminole  war   -     867»  871 
on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 

Florida 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report 
remarks  of»  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  same  .        .        - 
on  the  hill  anthorising  the  oconpation  of 

Florida 

looker,  Samuel  F.,  the  bill  of  last  session  lor  re- 
lief of,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        - 
[opkinson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  bill  to 
esteblish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution       ... 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report 
on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  Florida 
lostetter,  Jacob,  of  PennsyWania,  a  new  mem- 
ber, in  place  of  Mr.  Spangler,  resigned, 
wss  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
louse  of  RepresenUtives,  list  of  members  who 
attended  the  opening  of  the   .        >        . 
lughes,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  1006 
lutchins,  Alpheus,  Mr.  Livermore  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -    427 

I. 

Uinois,  the  Speaker  presented  a  copy  of  the  con- 

■titution  of 290 

referred  te  a  select  committee  for  examina- 
tion, and  report 296 

report  of  a  resolution  to  admit,  read  twice    298 
debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      - ,  306 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    311 
Mr.  McLean  presented  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  concerning  persons  settled  on 
reserved  lands,  referred  >        .        -        .    844 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   -        -    889 
Mr.  McLean  also  prssented  a  petition  of  the 
same,  praying  a  donation  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  government,  referred  .        •        .    389 
a  bill  granting  land  fur  the  purpoie  prayed 

for,  read  twice       -        -        -        .        .    411 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    422 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1426 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  tUb  United  Stetes 
within  the  SUto  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     423 

reported  without  amendment  ...  424 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  •  1436 
a  bill  confirming  certein  claims  to  land  in, 

read  three  times,  and  passed  .        •        -  1426 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  new 

land  office  in 1440 

on  proceeding  to  read  the  bill,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present  -  1441 
Importation  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  the  bill  uf  last  session  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  prohibit  the,  was  refer- 
red         820 

Mr.  Hostetter,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a 
petition,  on  the  subject  of  the»  referred  to 
the  same  committee       .        •        .        .    426 
(See  Slope  Trade.) 
Imported  Cotton,  a  bill  to  increase  the  duties  on, 

read  twice,  and  referred         .        .        •    426 
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Imported  Salt,  the  Committee  of  Wa^rs  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  aboUshing  the  duty  on 

a  report  against  the  expediency 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the  same  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  relating  to    444 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  laying  a  duty  on, 
read  twice     •-..•• 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        • 

Ifflporto'  from   Canada,  Mr.   Pahner,  of  New 

York,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 

inquire  concerning        .... 

resolution  agreed  to 

Importe  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
vide fer  the  collection  of  duties  on,  read 
twice 

a  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
duties  on,  read  twice,  and  referred  •  1086 

Independent  Oovernmento  of  South  Ameriea,  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  show- 
ing the  applicatione  made  by,  to  have  n 
Minister  or  Consul  General  accredited  by 

the  United  States 1600 

Indian  Trading  Establishments,  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  n  system  provi- 
ding for  the  abolition  of  the  existing,  re- 
ferred   -<••-.•    866 

a  bill  concerning  the  abolition  of,  read  twioe    646 
Indian  Tribes,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee on  the     293 

Mr.  Herrick  presented  a  memorial  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  fer  establish- 
ing schools  among  the,  referred     -       •    426 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln  the  select  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  obtain  and  re- 
port annual  information  concerning  the    428 

%  bill  to  anthorise  the  President  to  select 
such,  as  he  may  think  best  prepared  Ibr 
the  change,  and  to  adopt  such  measures        • 
as  he  may  deem  best  to  civilixe  the  same, 
read  twice     ...... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  similar  character, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  ii^o  efiect  treaties  with, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ... 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 
Indiana,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  admit- 
ting the  State  of,  into  the  Union,  read 
twice -        - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  the  loca- 
tion of  certain  lands  granted  to,  for  a  seat 
of  government,  resd  twice     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed ... 

Instigating  Indians  to  hostilities,  Mr.  Campbell 
submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  punishing  as  spies  white 
men  who  may  be  found  ...    647 

oonsidered,  and  negatived  -       .        -        -    648 
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Inftraetioni  to  Bderdf  of  Land  CommiMioneiv, 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treu- 

nry,  tranimittinff  copies  of  hie        -        -    431 

Internal  Dnties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  letter  from 

the  same,  transmitting^  sundry  statements 

in  relation  to 418 

Internal  Improvement,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on SM 

a  bill  to  appropriate  a  fond  for,  read  twice    474 
IhYaJid  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning  read  thrpe 

times,  and  passed  -----    319 
Inralid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice  1036 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1439 
a  bill  regulating  payments  to,  read  twice    •    756 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        -    787 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1498 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  1433 
InraUds  of  the  Rerolntion,  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion concerning,  was  taken  up»  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    370 
Irish  Settlers  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Clagett  submitted 

a  iesolution  concerning         ...    4t3 

censideraition  negatiTed     .        .        •       •    413 

Island  of  New  Orieane,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate 

for  adjusting  datms  lo  land,  dec.,  in  the 

district  east  of,  read  twiee    •        .        •    1037 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        *  1163 

read  Ihethhid  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  1435 

J. 

ladLson,  Major  Cleneral  Andrew,  on  motion  of 
Hr.  Rhea,  the  Message  of  the  President 
in  1816,  recommending  a  confirmation  of 
the  grant  of  land  made  by  the  Creek  In- 
dians to,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 397 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President 
copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may 
have  passed  between  the  Secretary  of 
War  and,  as  well  as  of  any  letlpn  be- 
*  tween  the  Governor  of  Georgia  and  the 

•ante 438 

a  Message  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Seeretery  of  War  in  reply     •        •       .    439 

correspondence  o(  with  the  Gorernor  of 
Pensacola      ....         1938,  1968 

letter  fVom,  to  the  Secretary  o(  War  1973,  ^008, 

3009 

letter  from,  to  GoTemo»Ma»>t  ...  1984 

to  the  Commandant  of  St.  Mark's     -        -2014 

the  memorial  of,  to  the  Senate ,  presented  by 
Mr.  Rufus  King 3308 

Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
^        presented  the  petition  of,  on  behalf  of  the 

Revolutionary  survivors,  referred    -        -    398 

report  thereon  in  full         ....    347 

another  petition  from  the  same,  praying  that 

^-        the  report  may  be  acted  on    -        -        -  1431 

indefinitely  postponed       ....  1437 

Jarrett,  Nicholas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  dec      •       -        .       .        .        .    640 
Jeffiinon  County,  Virginia,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of  land, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  lying 
in,  read  twice        -        -        -        .        .1 139 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -1147 
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Jervais,  Samuel,  the  deposition  oC  tndesrf  s  1 
tetter  from  General  Gaiocs  to  Hie  Seoe- 

tanr  of  War 

Jerrey,  Thomas  Hall,  tiie  bill  of  fast  mtmm  §k 

relief  of^  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  t 

third  raiding         ..... 

read  the  durd  time,  and  passed  - 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,of  Kentucky,  ChairmsB  sf 

Mditary  Committee       .... 

remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  5?oacemTng  Ai- 

buthnot  and  Ambrister  ...     38^  3B 
on  the  bill  concerning  widows.  Sec    -       -   S: 
on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  inSitaiy  apf»* 
priation  bill   .--... 
speech  of,  on  the  said  bill  -        .        .       - 
on  the  motion  to  rder  the  SeminMe  reports 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  ^ 
relative  to  the  Military  EstabliduneBt    - 
on  the  Seminole  resolutions       -        -     CSl  W 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  Mr.  Spen- 
cer's Bank  resolution     •        -        •       -   991 

Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended      -       •  Sli 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bOl  411 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland    -       -  46 

on  the  Seminole  reports  -  ...  & 
on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  Bank  disiter 

1145,  m; 

on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of  Florida    -  liSt 
Jones,  John  Rice,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  tarioe 

read ». 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  teasr, 

twice  read,  and  referred        -       -      -    434 
reported  without  amendment      •       -      -   443 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      -  1498 
Jones,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  speech  of,  on  the  Scn- 

inole  reports 7M 

Jones,  Walter.  (See  Amaiean  CohmzoHm  &- 

eieiv.) 
Jonea,  WiUiam,  President  of  the  United  Stslai 

Bank,  the  memorial  of  -        -  -  U^ 

Jouett,  Matthew  H.  (See  MeCaMa^  Roifft,) 
Jourdan,  B.,  and  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Sanale  for 

relief  of. U«t 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -11^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  1433 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  - 1423 

Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  Couimit- 

tee  on  the J^ 

Judicial  System  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  fien 
the  Senate  further  to  extend  the^  twice 

read,  and  referred S3S 

reported  without  amendment      -       .      .  935 

K. 

Kellogg,  Giles,  the  unfevorable  report,  of  latt  ses- 
sion, on  the  petition  of,  was  concuntd  is  417 
Kendricks,  Herman.  (See  Denton,  IMtk,  4  ^) 
Kennedy,  Edmund  P.  (See  Brook,  George  M) 
Kenaie  and  Forsyth,  the  bill  of  last  seansa  for 

the  relief  o(  ordered  to  a  third  readiai  *  ^\ 
read  Hat  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  545 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  anieod- 

ment -  U^ 

read  and  referred      -        -        -       .      .  Il94 
agreement  reported  and  concurred  in      - 1'^^ 
Kermion,  Labadojere,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  o(  read  twice,  ftc        -       -       -  l''^ 
Key,  F.  S.  (See  Ameriean  ColonizaHom  Soekty) 
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d,  RobOTt,  a  bUlfw  tfi»ralief  tf,  twiM  ntd 
ord«r«d  to  « thifd  iMtdlag  •        .       •        .  14S8 
read  the  third  thne,  and  peaaed  -        •        •  14S6 
idelah,  GoTeiaer  80b.,  «  laHer  fron,  to  hia 

Ezeellaaey  George  Coekbam         •        -  1983 
If,  WiUiem,  the  UU  of  laat  aeaaen  ler  the  !•• 
lief  of,  ordered  to  a  third  reeding   -        •    846 
read  the  third  tiipe,  and  paaaed  •        •        .    867 
ig,  Sempaon  8.,  the  hill  of  lait  aaaaion  lor  re* 
lief  ol^  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •       •    484 
read  the  third  time,  and  piaied  •        .        •    486 
returned  fioan  the  Senate  with  an  aiaend- 
ment,  and  eonenrrad  in        -        -        •    888 
laley,  Adam,  and  Thomas  French,  the  bill  of 
leat  aeaison  for  relief  oU  was  taken  », 
amended  hj  adding  the  neme  of  C.  o. 
Leonard,  and  ordered  to  third  reading     •    516 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        •        •    641 

L. 

wdkf  Mr.,  ttrietnres  on  the  report  hj,  on  the 

Seminole  war         .....  8860 
reply  of,  to  the  same 3869 

Ktte,  commandant  at  Barrataria,  letter  from 

Colonel  Nicbolls,  to       -        -        -       .  1948 

nbert,  William,  Mr.  H.  Nelson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....    298 
report  of  the  committee  thereon        -        -  1408 
(See  Langiiude  of  the  CaintoL) 

ncaster,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Baasett,  waa 
admitted  to  a  aeat  within  the  bar  of  the 

House 787 

the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from,  ej^presa* 
ing  gratitude,  dec.  ...  .  1037 

nd  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PoindexteTy  the 
Clerk  waa  directed  to  (amah  to  each  of 
the  standing  committeea,  a  copy  of  the  -    880 

nd  and  Naval  Senrice,  a  bill  to  pronde  for  cer- 
tain penons  engaged  in  me,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......  1386 

nds  Sold,  northwest  of  Ohio  rirer,  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  trana- 
mltting  statements  of,  dtc.     ...    418 

nguille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1411 

twice  read,  and  referred     •        -        -        -  1417 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        •  1481 

ititude  of  36®  30^  N.,  a  reaolntton  fh>m  the 
Senate  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  employ  an  artist  to  aseer« 
tain  the,  on  the  west  bank  of  Tennessee 


river      -..--.. 
read  twice,  and  referred    »       .  - 
reported  with  amendments ;  laid  on  the  table 
itrobs,  Benjamin  H.,  the  Speaker  xwesented  a 

letter  from,  referred        .        •        .        • 
kwrence,  William,  the  report  on  the  petition 

of,  made  at  last  sesnon,  was  referred  to 

the  Secretary  of  War    .        .        « 
iwyer,  Mr.,  of  Mew  York,. attended 

remarks of^  on  the  report  in  the  eaaeof  GKlee 

Kellogg 

ee,  Richard  Bland,  the  Speaker  presented  n 

letter  from,  enclosing  the  claim  of  Jacob 

Doz,  referred  to  the  Comniittee  of  Ckims 
afevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  o^  read  twice        •       •        •       • 
sftwich.  Adjutant  Qeneaal^  oepy  of « letter  from, 

to  General  Oainea         •       •       •       • 


1403 
1410 
1481 

448 


.    841 


417 

313 
1483 
3143 


Page. 

Leonard,  Ohariee  S.    (See  Ximiey,  Adam.) 
liowis,  WilKam  B.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the 

relief  o^  ordered  to  a  thbd  reading         -    867 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •    870 

^      relvmed  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 

and  agreed  to 484 

Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  a  joint 
committee  on,  agreed  to,  and  the  same 
appointed 394 

a  bill  f)rom  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    830 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 831 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  elected  in 
place  of  Mr.  Parris,  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied, dbc 390 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  biU  for  the  relief  of  Du- 
four  and  others 483 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill        •        -    486 

Linn,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -        •    389 
remarks  o(  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
migration  of  slaves        ....    886 
Little  Prince,  Tustanuggee,  a  talk  from,  to  the 

American  commander  in  the  Indian  nation  1974 
Live  Oak  Timber,  a  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of,  read  twice        ....    437 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  131T 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1387 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1403 

Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New  Hampahire,  atlended  389 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a :  pension 

to  General  Stark 388 

on  the  reaolution  to  reneal  the  act  to  eatab* 

lish  the  districts  of  MemphremaoogT  Oa- 

w^gatchior  dec 846 

on  the  appmpriation  fer  Tnunbuirs  paints 

lags UM 

speech  o^  on  the  Seminole  reports    •        -  1191 

Longttnde  of  the  Capitol,  the  Speaker  pfeemted 
e  letter  from  Mr.  Lambert,  nceempiypied 
with  two  hnndred  oopiea  of  abatmcfti  of 
oakttlatieaa  to  ascertain  the  •  •  H88 

e  joint  reeoltttion  authorizing  the  Pfesident 
to  cause  astronomical  observationa  to  be 
made  to  ascertain  the,  read  twice    •       •1488 
read  the  third  time,  and  pnaMd  ...  1410 
Loomis,  Jairus,  correspondenee  o^  with  flemmo- 

doM  FtetlencBi 1978 

Louisiana,  a  Inll  fbr  the  £nal  adHaataient  of  cer- 
tain land  claims  in  Missouri  Territory 
and  State  of,  read  twice         .        •        •    848 
repon  from  the  Secrataiy  of  the  Treasury, 

with  a  dnft  of  a  bUl,  refeoed         *        -    366 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titlea  in  MJ8M«ri  Tar* 
ritory  and|  lead  twice     -       •  -    888 

ordersd  to  n  third  reading  -  ....  647 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  •  -  661 
returned  with  amendments  ...  1431 
considered,  and  concurred  in     «        •        -  1433 

LoveM,  J.,  Surgeon  Geneml,  report  of,  on  the 

Army  rations         .....  3391 

Le«rer  Creek  Naftk>n,petitioaofthe,to  Governor 

Cameron 3049 

Lowttdea,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    314 


fix 
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LowBdat,  William — continue^*  Page, 

•peeob  «fy  on  Mr,  Spencer'a  buik  retoin- 

tiom 328,834 

on  the  military  appropriation  bill  -  470,  486 
on  the  Seminole  reports  -  •  -  -  912 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  pos^no  tba 

same  indefinitely  .....  1133 
on  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  -  -  1148 
speech  of, on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  bank 

charter 1288 

Lucas,  John  B.  C,  and  Clement  B.  Penrose,  a 

bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -  '     -    898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    541 
Luengo,  F.  Caso  Y.,  Commandant  of  St.  Mark's, 

the  defence  of 1998 

letter  from,  to  General  Jackson  ...  2200 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me* 

morial  of,  referred  ....    397 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    813 

M. 

Mackay,  James,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  in  reference  to  -        •        -    429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        .    680 
Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to 

General  Stark 337 

on  a  resolution  concerning  the  documents 
relating  to  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister      -    368 
Maclay,  Willkm,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    296 
Macomb,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
firming the  claim  of      -        •        -        -  1167 

read  twice         - 1194 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1237 
Madrid,  a  Message  from  the  rresident,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  his  proclamation  of  the 
convention  concluded  at         -        -        -    444 
Major  Generals,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Military  Committee 
to  prepare  a  report  to  reduce  the  number 
of,  to  one      .......    465 

Manly,  Daniel,  and  Aaron  Walker,  the  advena 
report,  at  last  session,  on  the  petition  of, 
was  considered  and  concurred  in    -        -    318 
Mtnuikctured  Articles,  a  bill  te  increase  the  du. 
tiOB  on  certain,  imported,  read  twice,  and 
referred         -        -        -        .        -        -    911 
Manumission  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Irving  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  New  York  Society  for 
promoting  the,  referred  ....    430 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affidrs    640 
that  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole         -    551 
Marr,  George  W.  L.,  of  Tennessee,  attended     .    427 
Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetu,  attended    .    289 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  claim      -    419 
Mason,  James  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended      *    823 
Massachusetts  Claim,  discussion  of  the     •        -    419 
Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  the  bill  of  last  session  for 
relief  of,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading        ...    432 
read  a  third  time,  and  zeoommitted    -        -    422 
report  thereon  ...>>.    480 

Masot,  Jose,  Governor  of  West  Florida^  copy  of 

a  note  from  ....--  1846 
letter  from,  to  Major  White  Youngs  -  1848 
oorrespondenoe  of,  with  General  Jackson  1848, 

1984»  2208,  2210 
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Medical  Socielf  ef  the  Dwtiict  of  GolaBbb,  ihi 
bill  of  last  session  to  incorponte  the,vii 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  roidiaf  iX 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  •  43 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  anMndDenU  IIM 
considered,  and. concurred  in    .  -  Utf 

Mercer,  Charles  F^  of  Virginia,  attsnded      •  %\ 
remarks  of,  on  his  reeolntaon  relative  to  ibe 
slave  trade    ...-•- 
on  taking  op  the  military  appropdation  bill 
speech  o^  on  the  said  IhII        ... 
remarka  of,  on  a  propeeed  aaendmeai 
speech  of,  on  the  construction  of  miliuiy 
roads    -        -        -        -       -      .     . 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  tbe  Sem- 
inole reports         -        .... 
on  the  resolution  respecting  a  noBomeot 

toDeKalb 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  resolutioof 
Merchandise  and  Tonnage,  a  letter  from  the  8e^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chtirmioof 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaoi,  with 
statements  of  the  gross  amount  of  datia 
on,  for  a  ipecified  period 
Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  attended     - 
Merrill,  Joseph,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkin,  the 
claim  o4  as  assignee  of  John  Cameron, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pae- 
sions,  dkc.     -        -        .       -      -     • 
Message,  the  President's  annual  (in  Senate  pro- 
ceedings)     -        -        .       -      .     - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the,  wti  refened 
to  appropriate  committees 

Michigan  Tecritoiy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JohniMi 
of  Kentucky,  a  committee  was  sppiintcd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of  aUowiiit 
a  delegate  in  Congress  to  >    - 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  election  of  a  delegate 
from^  read  twice    -        .       .      .      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  smeadme&ti, 
and  concurred  in  -        -       •      "   ,  I 'S 
Middleton,  Henry,  .of  South  Caroline,  atteoded  ^ 
Milibrd  and  Oswego  Turnpike  Gonptny,  Mr. 
Wilson^  of  Pennsylvania,  preaeoted  tbe 
peUtionof  the        -        -       -      -        «♦ 
Militery  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Richf  tbe 
Secretary  of  War  was  instructed  to  report 
at  next  session  a  copy  of  the  mlee  m 
regulations  for  the  -       •      •    . '  ^ 

Military  A&irs,  appointment  of  a  select  oaffloit 

tee  on  -        -        -        -       -      • 
Military  Establishmentv  report  from  the  Seoeta 
ry  of  War  on  the  subject  of  the    * 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read  twice 
first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  laid  on  w 
Uble 

Militery  Land  Warmnta,  a  bill  allowifif  ^ 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  v^  ^^ 

read  the  third  time,  end  passed      -     .* 

Military  Punishmenta,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HtfO' 
son,  the  Judiciary  Committse  weie  ^ 
struoled  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieiKf 
of  providing  by  law  for - 

MlUtery  Service,  a  bUl  making  a  partial  %W^ 
priation  for  the,  and  to  make  good  a  del- 
cit  in  former  appropriations,  read  twice 
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btU  orderdi  to  «  thiid  fMdfnf  -        -        -    846 
rtad  tfa«  third  tine,  umI  puted  -    857 

a  bill  makioir  appropristioBs  for  tha,  for  tha 

yaar  1819^  twioa  nad    -        -        .        .    4M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    514 
read  the  third  time^  and  paaaad        -        -    680 
Tetaroed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    787 
consideredt  and  concnnred  in     -        -        -    881 
itary  Serricea  daring  the  late  War,  on  notion 
of  Hr.  Sawyer,  the  Military  Commiltee 
were  instracted  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterationa  or  amendmenCa  an  neoeaaa^ 
ry  in  the  aet  making  proviaion  for  -        -    386 
itary  Sites,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the 
Militaiy  Committoe  were  instracted  to 
inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  aathorising 
the  sale  of  eertain  646 

a  bill  to  aathoriaa  the  sale  of  certain,  read 
twice     -         ......  1426 

read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  -  1488 

itia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  •        -    898 
a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the,  read         -    64j& 
Mr.  Harrison's  report  on  the  organization 
anddisdptineofthe      -        -        -        >  8401 
ler,  Stephen  D.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    416 
speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriation  bill    610 
ler,  P.  M.,  letter  from,  to  General  Jackson    -  3860 
b,  Elijah  K.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      -    366 
speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  military 

roada 484 

remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the 

instigating  the  Indians,  dec   ...    548 
on  the  appropriation  for  Trumbull'i  paintinga  1 144 

ae,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice         ....  1482 

noy  Sir  David,  rear  admiral,  dtc,  correapond- 
ence  of,  with  Captain  Chambers,  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  s  ship  Dee,  in  relation 
to  the  fisheries        *        -        -        -        -  1498 

us,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1139 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1147 

lors,  enristed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Military  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
granting  the  land  bounty  to   -        -        •     548 

It,  report  of  the  Director  of  Uie    -        -        -    870 

Missippi,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindezter,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  giving  effect  to  a  law  of  the 
State  of         -        -        -        -        -        -    818 

the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  praying 

an  extension  of  limits,  was,  on  motion  of 

the  same,  referred  to  the  committee  on 

the  admtaslon  of  Alabama  Territory        «    870 

a  bill  from  the  Sonata  granting  land  to,  for 

certain  purposes,  was  read  twice    •        •  1147 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1153 

read  the  third  time^  and  passed  •       -  1166 

wouri,  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  sobmit- 
tod  a  reaolntion  for  a  eemmittee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  separato 
territorial  goremment  on  that  part  of, 
called  the  Arkanaaa  oaan try  -  -    413 

agreed  to,  and  a  commitlea  appointed        -    414 
(See  Arhauoi  TVmfory.) 


Miwonii,  Legislature  of—- continued.  Page* 

the  Bpeaiker  preeented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislatnra  o(  praying  to  be  admitted 

into  the  Union,  dbc.  referred  ...  418 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of-  the,  to  form  a 

State  government,  dcc.4  read  twice         >  1166 

debate  on  the  UII 1170 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1316 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  ...  1217 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

which  were  all  concurred  in  except  one  *  1486 
both  Hooaea  adhere,  and  the  bOI  loot  -  1488 
a  bill  to  estebllah  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 

enment  for  the  sontbem  part  of,  read 

twice,d^c 488 

Mitehell,  David  B.,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from  A. 

Arbnthnot     -        •  -        -  8060 

extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretaiy  of 

War  ....  8064,2140,1889 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Oeorge  Graham, 

acting  Secretary  of  War  ...  8164 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Qeneral  Gainea  o'SlOO 
anawer  in  wfiting  of,  to  certain  interroga- 

toriea  put  by  the  Senate  committoe  on  the 

Seminole  campaign        ....  8881 

Mobile,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 

inhabitants  of,  concurred  in    -        -        -    319 
Montgomeiy,  Alexander,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter*  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe« 
diency  of  authorizing  the  land  officers 
west  of  Pearl  river  to  receive  additional 
evidence  in  the  caae  of  the  claim  of  the 
legal  renresenUtives  of  -        -        -        .    346 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -    381 
reported  without  amendment     ...    418 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    438 
Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in  place 
of  Mr.  Ingham,  resigned,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 390 

Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    389 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  respecting  the 
Pitteburg  and  Waterford  road  -  -  1075 
Morgan,  William.  (See  Armstrong,  John,) 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -  389 
Moseley,  Jonathan  O.,  of  Connecticut,  attended  389 
Moss,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  •  '  479 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  488 
Muhlenberg,  Major,  copy  of  a  letter  to,  from 

General  Gaines      .....  3068 

Mnmford,  George,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    390 

the  death  of,  announced  to  the  House,  dec.    436 

Mnmphremagog,  d^c,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expe- 
dienqr  of  repealing  the  act  establiahing 
thodiatrieteof 846 

Mvrder  Creek,  reply  of  General  Gainea  to  the 

inhabitante  of 31U 

Muscle  Shoals,  Mr.  Blount  preeented  the  petition 
of  sondry  mhabitante  of  Eaat  Tennessee, 
praying  an  appropriation  to  defray  the 
expense  of  removing  obatraetions  to  the 
navigation  in  the,  referred      ...    896 

M8aoogee  Nation,  address  of  the  ehiefo  ol  the,  to 

the  King  of  Bngland     ....  1961 

MuseyLawrance,  the  petition  of,  mfoned  to  the 

Committee  of  Wnya  and  Meana     •        •  1087 
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if  cCftUm  Rpbert,  and  MaUlMW  H.  Jo«elt»  a  biU 

ibr  the  relief  of,  read  twice      ...    764 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •       -    787 
r^onied  firom  the  Senate  with  «n  amend- 
ment     149(1 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •  1483 
MoOarty,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ft^  le- 

lief  of 1167 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1194 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1316 
McGaoiey,  Matthew,  adverse  report  on  tk^  peti- 
tion of 430 

McCaosland,  Johnt  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 936 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        .  14JM 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1486 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended     -        -    889 
McDonald^  Captain  Jamei,  a  bill  anthorizing  the 
equitable  settlement  of  the  acconate  of 
the  late,  twice  read,  dec.         ...    680 
McGregor,  Sir  Greger,  tranalaiion  of  the  com- 
mission of,  as  Brigadier  Geoeial  in  ^e 
eervice  of  the  united  provinces  of  New 
Granada  and  Venezuela         -        '        -  1618 
Mcintosh,  Lachlan,  and  others,  Mr.  Cobb  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  praying  that  the  lands  granted 
to,  as  commissioners  appointed  by  said 
State  for  surveying  certain  lands,  dec, 
may  be  confirmed,  referred     ...    841 
Mcintosh,  John  N.,  letter  from,  to  the  Hon*  A. 

I^acock 8888 

McKeever,  Lieutenant  J.,  affidavit  of       -        -  8336 
McLane,  Lewis,  of  Delaware,  attended     -        -    891 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  inspect  the 

books  of  the  United  Sutes  Bunk,  dec    -    319 
speech  of;  on  his  amendment  of  the  same  -    386 
speech  o4  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  Territo- 
rial government  in  Arkansas  ...  1887 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  repeal  the  Bank 
charter  -        -        -        -        -        -  I;|a0 

McLean,  John,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  dec    -    348 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Election!,  con- 
firming the  election  of  .        .        >        >    349 
McMino,  Joseph,  extract  of  a  letter  firom  Gov- 

emor,  to  .General  Jackson      -        .        .  8346 
llcNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  se- 

lief  of 1411 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1417 

N. 

framing  the  Vesseb  of  the  Navy,  a  joint  resolu- 
liition  prescribing  the  manner  of,  twice 

read     -        - IMI 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1388 

National  Bank.     (See  Bank  of  the   UnUed 

If  avy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  af- 

luraofthe »M 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Pveiident  of 
the  United  States  w»s  requested  to  cause 
«e  be  iaid  hthn  the  House  a  sUtement  ef 
svhat  had  been  done  under  the  actiir  the 
gradoaiiBCBeaseofthe  -        ...    345 

a^  Message  from  the  PMaident,  tmaamittuig 
•  a  Nport  in  reply  .....    437 

a- bill  making  appropaelioiis  Ibrthe  sapport 
ef  4he,  for  the  year  1819,  t«ice  Teed,'mnfd 
ordered  to  .e^thinl  reeding      ...    433 
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bill  read  the  thiid  time,  end  pamed 
returned  from  the  desate  wiUi  aaen^enli 
coaridered  and  coocnned  in 

Navy  Agents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  Ae 
Naval  Committee  were  instracted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  ef  incmnng 
the  amount  of  security  required  from    - 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.wiA 
a  list  of,  whofaave  discharged  the  bthnea 
against  them  -  -  ... 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  sundry  etatementi  fiwn 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  shewiog  the 
eonditien  of  the    .... 

additional  papers  from  the  same  on  thenb- 
jeot  ef  the     •       •        -       - 

a  letter  from  the  same,  with  the  aonati  k- 
port  of  the  Commissionen  of  the  • 

report  of  the  Naval  Committee  thereoD 

Negro  Fort,  East  Florida,  a   letter  from  tht 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  soodrj  pt< 
pers  relating  to  the  destruction  of  tU 
Nelson,  Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  atteodsd 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  tbe  time 

of  pensions  to  widows,  dec    - 
on  the  bill  regulating  pensions  • 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports   < 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended 

presented  the  memorial  of  Willttffl  Lam- 
bert    -        -        -        -       -      - 

spe^h  of,  on  the  military  appropiittHws 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
Nesbit,  lyilson,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 
Neuvflle,  Baron  Hyde   de,   a  paper  received 
from,  by  the  Seeretaiy  of  State     ■ 
a  letter  from,  to  the  same  - 
Newspapers,  on  motioh  of  Mr.  Newton,  i&e 
Clerk  was  directed  te  furnish  the  nrail 
nnmber  of,  to  members  -       -      -     ' 

Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  attended  - 
named  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures 
remarks  of^  In  explanation  of  tho  hiU  con- 

earning  foreign  seamen  -       -      -   8M.  ** 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  passenger  ehipt 
on  the  Massachusetts  claim 
New  York,  the  bill  of  last  aeeuen  to  titer  thf 
time  for  holding  the   circuit  conit  oC 
which  bad  been  returned  from  the  Seaite 
with  amendments,  was  indefinitelj  poit- 

poned 

Nieholls,    Colonel   Edward,  commanding  the 
Biittah  forces  et  Penaaeola,  eopfof  the 

pvidamation  of     -  * »..  '  i«fl 

cepy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Geleeel  HiW  j^ 
copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Aibvtheotlo^  W,  »^ 
copy  of  alelter from  Beberl  G.AnMtf  ^  "' 

Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  biH  for  relief  fl^.  ^ 
twice,  dec.    -        -        -       -      •     ' 
Korris,  Isaac  W.,  Mr.  Sergeant  pfeesated  tte 
petilion  of    -        -       -       '      '  o^ 
North  Carolina,  a  joint  resolution  ftsm  the  Sea- 
ale  direding  a  aonney  of  caitsiB  partial  A« 
coast  ef,  read  Iwioe^  and  nkmi  •; 
reported  without  aaendaeat,  sad  oiw^ 
to  a  third  reeding  .       •       •      '     ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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ifficeiv  of  the  Cattomt,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Holme*,  the  report  of  the  Secretarj  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  emohiments  of,  com- 
unnicftted  at  the  laat  Miuion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  - 
that  committee  diacharged,  and  anhject  re- 
ferred to  tho  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
M anufaetnrea 
>gden,  David  A.,  of  New  York,  attended 
>gle,  Alexander,  of  PenntyWania,  attended     - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  eoncemhsg  widowi  - 
*hie,  Mr.  Harrison  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  sessions  of  the  circuit  oonrt 
of,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
uafiivonhle  raport  theseon 
'nie,  the  Chevalier  Dotn  Luis,  d^c,  corresfond- 

eiico  o4  wiik  tb«  Seoretaiy  of  State        -  1629, 

1689,  2101 
*rder,  detaiiiiig  Ifae  general  ooiirt4Baartial  for  ti&e 

trial  of  Arbutbnot  and  Aabrister  - 
Ordinance,  lenitMriai,  Mr.  fieiigeant  anhiHtted 
a  resolntion  instnieling  the   JndiGiafy 
Committee  to  inquire  into  tho  ezpedieocy 
of  entoting  a  general^  dbe.     - 
■rganjaation  of  the  Courla,  a  bill  from'the  Son- 
ate  for  the  more  convenient,  read  twioe, 
and  reforred        .  •        -        -        -        -    698 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    704 
^,  Bei^amin,  of  Massachusetts!  attended        -    289 
remarks  ot  on  the  Massachusetts  daim    -    421 
^rr,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    -  1423 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1426 
Iwen,  James,  of  Nor^  Carolina,  attended        •    291 

P. 

^almer,John»  of  New  Yorki  attended      -       -    988 
speech  oft  introductory  of  a  resolntion  oon- 
ceming  imports  &im  Canada       -       -    440 
Wephin,  Santiago,  examination  taken  belbre  -  2233 
^arkhill,  Jaoob,  a  bill  frtmi  tbe  Senate  for  relief 

of         - 1393 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •  .      -        -  1402 
indefinite  postponement  recommended       -  1421 
fkrrot,  John  T.,  of  New  Hampskirot  attended    289 
Ikasenger  Ships,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  legu- 
late,  was  taken  op^  and  ordered  to  a  tUrd 

reading 416 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        -    416 
returned  from  tbe  Senate  with  amendnitfrta  1037 
agreed  to,  with  an  aaondment  -        -        -  1393 
^ent  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relatifo  to 

the,  read  twice      .....  1432 

'atterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    289' 
^attereon,  Dkniet  T.,  a  letter  to,  fW>m  General 

Gaines  -        -        -        -        -        -  1976 

a  letter  from,  to  Lieutenant  Crawley        -  1977 
correspondence  of,  with  Sailingmaster  Loo- 
mis      1978 

letter  f^om,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy   -  1981 
Patuxent,  a  bill  fi^m  the  Senate,  to  increase  the 
compensation  of  the  survevor  of  the  port 
of,  read  twice,  and  reilBrred    ...    392 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  On  the  table  ....  1402 

Pawlmg,  Levi,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    841 
Pearl  River,  Mr.  Poindekter  presented  a  petition 
of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying 
that' a  port  of  entt^aay  be  estaUMhsd  at 
the  mouth  of        -        *        .        -.        -  1149 
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Pegram,  John,  of  Virginia,  elected  a  Reprssent'^ 

ativ^  in  place  of  Mr.  Goodwyn,  deceased, 

was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  concerning  western  district 

court  of,  twice  read  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  concerning  the  marshal,  attorney,  and 

dtork,  of  the  same,  read  twice 
Penrose,  Clement,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  twice 

read     -        -        -        -        -      '  - 
indefinitely  postponed'      .... 
Pension  List,  report  from  the  War  Department 

of  persons  placed  on  the        -        -    822,  438 
Fonsions,  the  bill  of  last  session  regulatings  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  arooiat- 

ment  of  the  standing  committee  of 
Pensions  of  persons  under  guardianship*  a  bill 

te  provide  for  payment  o^  read  twice    - 
Perryman,  George,  extract  of  a  letter  from*  to 

Lieutenant  Sands 2063 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ibr 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  1153 
laid  on  the  table    .....  U88 
Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthonjf.) 
Pettit,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of, 

read  twice    -        -        -        -        -        -  1422 

PheniXy  John  Lewis,  examination  o^  beftre  tho 

general  oonrt  martial     ....  2270 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended        -        .    290 

remarks  of,  intiodnetoiy  of  a  resolution  to 

reconsider  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the 

benefit  of  Dufour,  dec.  ....    4dl 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations    -    411 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  bank  charter  1261 

in  reply  to  Messrs*  Sergeant 'and  Lowndes  1394 

Piracy,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  protect  oom- 
meroe,  and  to  punish     .        .        •        . 

twice  read,  and  referred    .... 

vqported  without  ameadmenty  and  ordeiod 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

PitkiUt  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remarks  o£  on  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  for  cer* 

tain  eommittees    .<•-.- 
on  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  Repr^ 

sentative  from  Illinois  .  -  •  •  296 
on  the  Beaumarchaia  claim  -  •  821,323 
on  the  bill  entanding  tho  term  of  pensloas 

to  widows  .-----  396 
on  the  Maasachusetla  daim  •  .  -  491 
speech,  of,  on  the  military  appropiiationa  -  480 
in  defonce  of  Colonel  TnunboU       -       •  1148 

Pitisburg  and  Waterfeid  Raadj  on  motion  of  Mr. 
R.  Moove,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  were  instructed  lo  inqniw  into  the 
expediency  of  authoriainK  a  snbaciiption 
to  the  stoek  of  the 

Plan,  re^  of  a,  for  the  organisation  and  discip- 
Ime  of  the  militia  -        -        -       •        - 

Pleasants^  James,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 
Poindoxter,  George,  of  Mississippi,  attended     • 

rsmarks  of,  on  admitting  the  -Representalive 
from  Illinois  ------ 

speech  of,  on  the  resehftkni  to  admit  tho 
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Poindtztor,  George — continaed.  Page. 

reaurlui  o(,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

migration  of  slavet         -        -        -        -  336 

on  the  reference  of  certain  docnmenti  from 

one  committee  to  another      -        -        -  371 

on  the  military  appropriationa    -        •        -  486 

on  Mr.  Cobb'a  resolution  to  refer  the  Semi- 
nole reports  ------  588 

speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  that  case   -  936 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ------  1133 

on  the  occupation  of  Florida     .       -       •  14S8 

Poinsett*  J.  R.,  the  correspondence  ot,  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  on  the  South  Ameri« 
can  Statest  ordered  to  be  printed    -        -    986 

Poirej,  M.,  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the  relief 
of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 546 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    547 

Poleretky,  John  L.,  Mr.  Gage  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -----    8S3 

Poole,  Benjamin,  the  bill  of  last  session,  for  the 
relief  of,  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -     544 

Porter,  James,  of  New  York,  attended      -        •    %92 

Porter,  John,  the  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion  of,  at  the  last  session,  was  considered, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        •        -        •    890 

Porte  of  Entry  and  Delivery,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newten,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manulaotures  were  instructed  te  inquire 
into  the  several  acta  establishing    -        •    389 

Postage,  the  British  Minister  rebukes  one  of  his 
correspondenta  for  the  heavy  expense  for, 
imposed  on  him 2050 

Postmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Simkins,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office,  dbc,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  allowance  to,  on  the  main 
route,  dec.  -  *  -  -  .  -  .  340 
Mr.  Livermore  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  -        -        -        -       -        -        -  1193 

Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  regulating  the,  read  twiee  •>  -  198% 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  part  of  the 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  1393 

read  twice 1408 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1410 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1417 
Post  Offiee  and  Pest  Reads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -  •  -  -  891 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establiali  certain, 

read  twice •  1146 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  •  1416 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed  -  -  .  1488 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendmeate 

and  ooBonrred  in 1440 

Preble,  Commodore  Edward,  officers,  and  crew, 
the  bill  of  last  session  authoriiing  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  sum  of  money  among,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      -        -        -    391 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised  •       -        •    898 

Pie-emption  Righu,  the  Speaker  presented  «  pe- 
tftien  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  rela- 
tive to-        •        -        •        •        «--    708 
he  also  presented  another,  relating  to  their 
additional  judge    •        •        •        •      .  -    708 


President  of  the  United  States,  Meaeis,  Teyki 
and  Baldwin  weiv  appointed  a  mmmillK 
to  wait  on  the.  and  inform  him  ef  the 
readiness  of  the  House  to  receive  any  ooei- 
munication  he  may  have  to  make  to  thea  Si 
report  that  they  have  performed  the  duty  •  V. 

Preeque  Isle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Seoe- 
tary  of  the  Navy  was  instructed  to  repect 
at  the  next  session  touching  the  bar  si 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of     -        -      -  lilT 

Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  Irom  the  Senate  fer  tke 
'  relief  of,  read  twice,        -         -        -      •  Itt 

Price,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  tmee, 

and  referred  -        -        -         -        •      •  \W 


m 


Printing  for  the  two  Hooaes,  a  jeint 

fiiUB  the  Senate  Ibr  appointiBf  a  joiat 
committee  to  eonaider  ^km  — tpert  e^  nad 
three  times,  and  passed  -         -        -       •  S! 
committee  ai^MMntad  on  the  pniiof  the  Heusi  M 
reportof  the  joint  committee  ooncnnedia  •  4H 
the  veto  of  ooncorrrnce  recoiisldefei^  and 

the  report  recommitted  •         -.        .       .  <;i 

■■me  report  again  handed  in      -        .       -  tf 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 

the  manner  of^  dtc,  was  read  three 

and  passed    •        -        •         •       -       .  liX 

Privato  Land  Claims^  appointment  of  ths  stiad- 

ing  committee  on  -        -         •        .       -  tfl 

Property  Lost  and  Destroyed,  on  raolioa  of  lb. 
Jones,  the  Military  Committee  were  ia- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpecfien^of 
providing  for  the  payment  for 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  read  twice,  sad 
committed     -        -        -        -        .      •  411 

Proposals  made  to  General  Jackson  by  the  dfil 

and  militaty  Governor  of  West  Ploridt  -  SSIT 
Prosecution  of  Suits,  dec,  a  bill  to  anthoiiae  ike, 

dbe. M 

Prout,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  a8(bo^ 
iaing,  to  bring  auit  against  the  Coaiai*- 
aioner  of  the  Public  Buildings       •       -  HIT 
read  twice         -        -        -        •       .       -  UT 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •       -  IM 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -  1393 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  to  inesr- 

porate  the,  read  twice  -  -  •  .  4tS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  -  431 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  418 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  aawnd- 

ment 1174 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •       - 1144 


Prussia,  Hamburg,  and  Bremen,  applieatiens  re- 
ceived from  the  Govemraento  of,  in  rek- 
tion  to  commercial  reciprocities     •      •  14^ 
Public  AecounU,  a  bill  to  provide  fer  the  praa^ 

settlement  of,  read  twice         -        .      .   563 
read  the  third  time,  and  pssaed         .      .    MS 
Public  Buildiogs,  appointment  of  a  aelsd  osm- 

mittee  on  the  -  •  ...  814 
a  messag:e,  transmitting  the  report  of  ths 

Commissioner  of  the  -  .  -  •  330 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  Ac, 

read  twice  -  -  -  .  .  -  4K 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  -  1411 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -       •  141$ 

Publie  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand 


ing  committee  on 
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Page. 

blic  hmndB,  •fpowliMiitof  tiie  ataodlsg  oom- 

mittMon      - 291 

blie  Priottng,  the  report  of  the  joint  oommit- 
teo  on»  considered  end  eonenrred  iot  and 
s  commitlee  tppoioted  to  cany  tlie  Mae 
into  effect 1418 

Q. 
mrlee,  Tanetell,  of  Kentucky,  attended         -    S90 
remarke  of,  on  the  indefinite  poetponement 
of  the  Seminole  report  ....  1134 

R. 

ibun,  Williania  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  letter 
from,  to  the  Secretaij  of  War  on  the  eob- 
ject  of  CapUin  Obed  Wright'a  attack  on 
an  Indian  YiUage  .....  8381 
letter  from  General  Jackaon  on  the  aame 
subject  ......  338S 

itions,  report  of  the  Sniyeon  General  on  the 

army    .......  3391 

leeipts  and  Eipenditoree,  annnal  statement  of 

the,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy    %9% 
iceivera  and  Registers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Her- 
riek,  the  Committeeon  Public  JJaade  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient 
of  amending  the  act  changing  the  com- 
pensation of         .....    390 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  &x  the  salaries  of  1411 
reed  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1417 

indefinitely  postponed       -        -        .        >  1481 
Mluction  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  motion  that  the 
Military  Committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipediency  of  a        -        -    890 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        .  1140 
committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sider&tion      ......  1149 

ee«I,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended         -        -    289 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  appro- 
priations , 450, 478 

on  his  resolution  respecting  the  memorial 

to  De  Kalb 7SS 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -  1061 
Bed,  Robert  Raymond,  of  Georgia,  elected  to 
supply  the  place  of  J.  Forsyth,  resigned, 
was  qualified,  dbc  ....  1339 

ecd,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  1^, 

read  twice 1S83 

read  a  third  time,  and  rejected  ...  1333 
vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  1393 
•gnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  &c    ......    436 

ielinquishment  of  Bounty  Lends,  a  bill  concern- 
ing the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a« 

read  twice 1153 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1155 

tenner  and  Heath,  the  bill  of  last  session,  Ibr  the 
relief  of,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 434 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    485 

retnroed  from  the  Senete  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  ooncuned  in         ...    838 
leply,  Mr.  Lacock'st  to  the  strictuiee  on  his 
report,  copied  from  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer       -        -        -        -        -        -  3369 

bvenue,  e  hill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  coilectiun  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted-       ......    384 


Page. 
RcTisal  and  Uafiniriied  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on  -  -  398 
Revolntionary  Survivora,  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the 
laws  concerning  .....  393 
Mr.  Storra  pieeenled  the  petition  of  the 
Governor  of  New  York,  and  others,  in 
behalf  ct,  referred  to  same  committee      -    881 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended                 -  390 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Holmes's  resolution      -  378 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  military  appro- 
priation bUI 478 

speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report      -        -  855 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

same  indefinitely 1185 

Rich,  Charles,  of  Yermont,  attended  -    888 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  extending  the  pension 

term  to  widows,  dec     ....    395 
OB  the  resolntion  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter  1141 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Yermont,  attended  -    889 

Ring,' Hannah,  and  Luther  ^rink,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  reed  tvrice 488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    788 
reed  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    388 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in 1438 

Ringgold,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended         -    344 
Roads  and  Canals,  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 

of  War,  coBceming       ....    544 
•  letter  from  the  same  on  the  subiect  of 

constrocting 8443 

Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  attended       -    390 
remarks  d^  introductory  of  a  resolation  rel- 
etive  to  the  creation  of  a  separate  territo- 
rial government  for  a  part  of  Misaoori    •    413 

Rockville  and  Washington  Turnpike  Company, 
Mr.  Herbert  presented  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred            -        -    434 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  Company  to  extend 
their  road  through  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia read  twice,  and  committed        -        -    484 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    444 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    445 

Rodrigues,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  read  tvdce,  dtc.  -        -        -  1417 

Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    889 
Rugglea,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    889 
Ruab,  Richard,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  corre- 
spondence of,  with  Mr.  Bagot         -        .  1496 
letten  from,  as  Minister  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,         1507,  1578,  1578,  1587 


Salarica  of  certaiA  officers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
to  increaae  the  -  -  -  -  - 
reed  twicer  and  committed  ... 
blanks  filled  and  reported  U  the  House  .  1149 
ordered  to  a  third  reecUng  ...  ngg 
read  a.  third  time,  and  passed    -        .        -  1154 

Sale  of  PaUic  Lands,  Mr.  Simkins  ofGured  a  re- 
solution concerning  the  ...    347 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 886 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pn^ 
vision  for  the,  twice  read  and  referred    -  1878 

reported  with  an  amendment    ...  1409 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1439 
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Paf«. 
8aDd«,  LitatoAant,  extract  of  a  Idtter  to,  from 

George  Ferryman  -        -        -        -  2137 

ew^j  of  a  letter  fiomi  to  Col.  Wm*  King  SlIO 

Savago  John,  of  New  York,  attended       -        .    289 

S«vryer,  Samnel,  of  North  CaroUnat  attended  -    290 

gpeeolk  of,  on  the  Seminolo  report      «        -    780 

Schuyler,  Philip  J.,  of  New  York,  attended      -    289 

8«Dtt,  John,  Delegate  from  Hiaaonri,  altended  -    290 

remarka  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  a 

■eparate  Territorial  gOTerament     -        -    413 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Misaonri      -  1195 
Seott,  Lieutepant  R.  W.,  letter  from  to  General 

Gainea 2069 

Scott,  WilUam,  and  otheri»  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

read  twiee 871 

Scudder,  Tredwell,  of  New  York,  attended       -    289 
Seamen,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary 
of  the  proTision  made  for  the  aceommoda- 

tionof 644 

Seminole  Campaign,  lo  much  of  the  meaiage  aa 
relates  tnereto,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affidra      ...    293 
a  meaaage  transmitting  documents  in  rela- 

tion  to  the 342 

•   on  motion  of  Ifr.  Storra  two  thousand  fiTO 
hundred  additional  copies  of  said  message 
and  documenta  were  ordered  to  be  printed    345 
incidental  ^acwaaion  on  the  -    867,  8T0 

rffpaii  of  the  commitlee  on  die  -  -    016 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  auhmitted  a  mi- 

noiity  report         -       .       -       ■       -    518 
both  reporta  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 530 

Mr.  Meraer  aubnttted  a  reaotatioB  aakiag 
in  eojpiei  of  the  inatruotfona  from  the  So. 
cnBtasas  of  War  and  Navy  to  their  re- 
apeoHYe  offieera  relaUYO  to  the  deatnictiott 

of  a  fort 786 

the  resolution  agreed  to    .        -        -        -    787 
ttM  reaoltttions  racomsMndad  in  tlie  first  re^ 

part  negatiyed       ...         ii32,  1133 
memorial  of  Qeneral  Jackaon  on  the  aab|oct 

of  the 2338 

Sanae,  Pierre,  affidavit  of         -  2006^2334 

Sergeant,  John,  of  Ponnsylrania,  attended        -    280 
speech  of,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  1352 
Settle,  Thomaa,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    290 
Seybart,  Adam,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       *    260 
Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  dec.,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Newton,  a  deficiency  in  the  appropri- 
ation for  tho  purchaae  o\  was  ordered  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund         •    435 
Mr.  Newton  also  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
biting  to,  twice  read      -        -        -        -436 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  '      -        .    438 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  ooncurred  in         ...    662 
Sheppard,  Sarah,  an  advene  report  on  the  -peti'- 

tion  of,  eoneuned  in     .        -       -       -  1074 
Shields,  Thomaa,  and  others,  a  bill  concerning 

twice  read,  dtc.     •        .        .        .        ..    434 
Sholer,  Cantain  Stanton,  a  Mil  for  the  relief  o^ 

read  twice,  dec     .        «        .        i-        -    411 
Sick  and  diaaUed  aoamen,  ataiU  frkntba  Seoaln 

Jroviding  relief  for,  read  twioo  -  -  1074 
Bfinitely  poatpQoed  ....  1432 
SUabee,  Nathaniel,  of  MMSMhnsotls,  attandnd  -  289 
SUbee,  John,  Mr.  Spenear  preaentod  iba  palitiaB 

of  -      , 1074 
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read  the  tiibdtimo,  and  paned-     •     -l^ 
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Sloeumb,  Jesse,  of  North  CaroUna,  tOtM  •  ^ 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  attended    •     •  ^ 
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of  reserved  lots ^ 

on  the  bill  relating  to  forsiga  msbmo      •  ^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  Cadets  -  *  *^ 

on  taking  up  the  military  appropiiiluoi  •  ^ 
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on  the  bill  itself 

apeech  of,  on  an  item  of  appi^NUtvo  • 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  -  -  -  * 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Williams  -  •  '  * 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  tbs  akofwi 

in  Washington      -        *      '     *  t  il  niS 
on  an  item  in  the  general  appropnitioBMi^ 

on  the  tonnage  bill    •       -      .     •     -  ^^ 
Smiths  Jamea  9^  of  North  CaroUai,  stUaM  •  ^ 
Smith,  BaUard,  of  Virginia,  atteoded     -     '  ^' 
Smith,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poiadtfts,  tte 
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inole  reports  -       •       •      '     \   '  ^ 
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9paiD,  a  Message    transmitting  copies  of  the 

treaty  with    ......  1422 

ratification  of  the  Conirention  of  1802  be- 
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copy  of  tho  convention  with      ...  1595 
papers  relating  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  set- 
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depositee 924,  925 
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read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    339 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
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State  Universities,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
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were  discharged,  the  said  judge  having 

resigned 313 

Stevens,  Ebeneser,  and  others,  the  documents  . 
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remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  military  ap- 
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speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  ibr  military 
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speech   of,  on   the   military  appropriation 
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the  Seminole  reports      ....    628 
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read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    787 
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sens  of  the  same  State;  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were   instructed  to  inquire 

concerning -    386 

Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 480 

SwiA,  General  Joseph  G.,  correspondence  of, 
with  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  conrse 
of  instruction  pursued  at  the  West  Point 
Military  Academy         ....  2440 

T. 

Talleyrand,  Charles  Maurice,  copy  of  a  letter 

£rom,  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador  -        •  1732 

Tallmadge,  James,  of  New  York,  attended  -  288 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  admit  Illinois  306 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Anderson  -  -  -  -  839 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  claim  -  420 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  report  •  710,  722 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri     -        -        «  1203 

Tallmadge,  Matthias  B.,  Judge,  report  in  the 
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TaiT,  Chiiitiaa,  of  PeontyWania,  attended 
Tax  Aganta,  the  eomraittee  to  whom  waa  re- 
loned  at  the  laat  leiaioii  a  reaolotion  eon- 
earning  the  appointment  of,  lor  the  sev- 
eral coantiea  in  each  Stete.  reported  that 
aoch  a  meaanre  wai  inexpedient  - 
Tajlor,  John  W^  of  New  York,  attended 

xemarka  of,  introducing  hia  motion  to  ap- 
point atending  committees 
on  the  motion  to  poatpone  Mr.  Holmead'a 

reaolntion  ..-•..  375 
on  the  bill  concerning  cadeta  -  .  .  388 
on  the  Militery  Appropriation  bill  •  -  471 
on  the  indefinite  pot4>onement  of  the  Sem- 
inole reporte  -  .....  1184 
on  the  appropriation  for  Tmrnbnll'a  painting  1 146 
apeeeh  o^  on  the  admiaaion  of  Miasonri  -  1170 
on  the  ArfcanMs  bill  ....  1222 

Tenneatee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  aapplemen- 
terj  to  thb  act  to  authorize  the  Stote  ol^ 
to  isane  granta,  dec,  read  twice 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
eztracto  of  two  letters  from  the  Governor  of, 
to  General  Jackaon        .... 
Terrei,  William,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Tany,  Nathaniel,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
lemarka  of,  on  the  Bank  reaolutiona  - 
in  vindication  of  Colonel  Trumbull    - 
on  the  bill  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticut 

Asjium         • 

Teatimony,  on  the  trial  of  Arbuthnot  and  Am- 

briater 

Thomis,  Colonel  James,  report  of  the  Attorney 

General  on  the  acoounte  of  - 
Timber,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleaaante,  the  Naval 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  pur- 
chate  of,  for  building  twenty  sloopa-of-war 
a  bill  making  appropriationa  to  carry  into 
tStci  the  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  to  supply,  read  twice    - 

nmberlake,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Sanato  for 
the  relief  of  - 
read  twice        .••... 
oidered  to  a  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased 
Tohondoche,   a  Seneca  warrior,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Harrison,  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
stona,  d^,were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  placing  the  name  of,  on 
the  penaion  rolla  ..... 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  attended 
Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Dutiea,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  in  addition  to  act  concerning 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        •        . 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Townsend,  George,  of  New  York,  attended 
Trade,  report  from  the  War  Department  on  the 

subiect  of  Indian 
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lairs  -.-.--. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  entree  fat  a  fur- 
ther time  the  act  esteblishing,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
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Tranafer  of  Moaeya,  a  letter  ftoaa  ibe  Saaetai^ 

of  War  giving  a  atoteaaettt  of  the    - 
TransporUfiott  of  Gooda  ooaatvriaev  on 
of  Mr.  8ilsbee,of  Msaaarhnai  tlB,ti 
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ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
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Transportotion  of  Peraons  of  Color,  a  biO  frea 
the  Senate  respeeting  the        ... 
read  twice,  and  referred     •         .        .       . 
reported  withovt  amendment     ... 
Transportotion  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Linn,  of  New  Jcr- 
aey,  eubmitted  a  reeolution  relative  to    - 
conaidered  and  negatived  .... 
Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Seaaia 

providing  for  the  better  organtsatiaB  of  tks  IM 
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a  bill  to  aothoriie  payment  o(  in  oertsia 
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read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -  ^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amcndmcatfl, 
and  concurred  in  >        >         .        .       .  171 

Treaty,  Projct  of  a,  delivered  faj  Don  Lais  de 
Onis,  the  Minister  of  Spain,  to  tkie  Seers- 
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on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lsndi 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
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Vandeventer,  Major,  chief  clerk  of  .War  De- 
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Intionary  army,  Mr.  Middleton  presented 
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twice 389 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    645 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -    547 
Yine  and  Olive,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  8. 8mith, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  direct- 
ed to  report  a  statement  of  the  progress 
made  under  the  act  for  encouraging  the 

cultivetioB  of  the 385 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        •    392 
Yreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  the  heirs  of  -  -  -  -  1217 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1237 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1410 
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Wait'a  State  Papers,  a  kill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorising eubseription  for,  read  twioe      •  1074 
Wakefield,  Harvey,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice     -    * 411 

Wriker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -    290 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     •        -    850 

on  the  Arkansas  bill 1226 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentudty,  attended     -        •    290 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     -        -  1006 
on  the  Bank  resolutions    ....  1404 
Walker,  Ssmnel,  a  bill  <or  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        -        -    319 
Walker,  Tandy,  a  bill  authorizing  the  name  of, 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  rolls,  read 

twice,  dec -        -    446 

Wallace,  J.  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    289 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1139 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        •        -        -  1 163 
reported  without  amendmMit     -        •        -  1410 
Warren,  James,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1410 
Washington,  the  bill  of  last  session  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain  re- 
served lots  in  the  city  of,  was  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -    316 
reported  without  amendment     ...    444 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  further  to  amend  Uie  charter  of  the 
dty  of,  read  twice  and  referred       -        -  1139 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        ....  1146 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        *  1 149 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  of  Maryland, 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  authorize 
the,  to  oonstruct  their  road  through  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read  twice    -        -    546 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .551 
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543 
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755 


Navy,  extract  of  a  letter  liom 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  of-        ..... 

Weights  and  Measures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instrucced  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  a  standard  of    . 
said  committee  discharged        ... 
subject  referred  to  the  committee  on  coins  - 
detailed  report  from  said  commitee  on 
Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  read  twice,  6lc,    422 
Wells,  Benjamin,  the  petition  of  referred  to  Uie 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury      ...    436 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read  twice     ......    931 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1328 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1393 
Wendover,  Peter  H.  of  New  York,  attended    -    289 
West  India  Trade,  acU  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the       -        .        .        -  1597 
West  Point,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with 
sundry  papera  relating  to  the   militaiy 
academy  at  -        -        -        -     .  -        .  2438 

Westerlo,  Rensselaer,  of  New  York,  attended  -    289 
Western  Boundary,  projet  of  an  article  by  the 

Secretary  of  State,  describing  the   -        -  2113 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twioe    339 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1146 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        .'  1150 
White, ,  a  prisoner  at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Trimble,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  request  of  the  President  such 
information  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  to 
furnish,  at  nezt  session,  respecting 
Whiteaide,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
Whitman,  Eaekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  -    289 
resolution  olfored  by,  concoming  Revoln- 
tionaiy  pemaons    .        .        •       •       . 
speech  o^  on  the  Mil  relating  to  foreign 
seamen  •....• 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  MisMwri 
Widows  and  ChUdren  of  Officers,  Seamen,  and 
Marines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the 
Naval  ConMuittee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  ezpedtency  of  extMiding  for 
a  further  term  the  pensions  to 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing, read  twice      «        .        .        •        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        • 
Widows  of  Militia,  the  bill  of  last  session  oon- 
cerning,  was  taken  up,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .        .        .        •        - 
Wilde,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ao^or- 
ize  the  settlement  of  the  aeooontsof,  twice 

read,  and  referred 390 

reported  without  amendment     ...    436 
Wilkin,  J.  W.,  of  New  York,  attended     -        -    289 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        •    910 
said  committee  discharged,  and  referred  to 

the  Judiciary  Committee        ...  1086 
the  latter  also  discharged  ....  1194.- 
Williams,  Isaac,  o(  New  York,  attended   -        -    289 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    290 
remarfai  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  the  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Lyon   -        -       -        -    297 
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Williamfl,  Lewit— continued.  Page. 

Tem«rkf  o^  introdactoiy  of  bk  motion  re* 

■pecting  a  redaetion  of  the  Army  •  -  390 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  in  caae  of  Kellogg  417 
remarks  of,  on  taking  op  the  military  appro- 

priationa  .....  446,449 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  the  same    460, 480 

Williams,  James.     (See  Gooding,  John,) 
Williams,  Thomas  8.,  of  Connecticat,  attended    289 
speech  of,  on  the  Seminole  reports     *        -  1077 
Williams,  George,  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
memorial  of 1167 

Wilson,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended 

Wilson,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     - 

Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 

relief  of,  twice  read        .        .        .        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Windmill  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac* 

tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on   - 

Wines,  dec,  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  certain, 
read  twice 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Witnesses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer,  a  message 

was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  request  of  that 

'  body  to  permit  two  of  its  members  to  at- 
tend a  committee  of  the  House,  as 

a  message  from  the  Senate  according  per- 
mission   

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  twice 
read       ....... 

Wrigh^  Obed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
Presidoht  copies  of  any  oorrespondenoe 
which  may  have  passed  between  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia  and  General  Jackson 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  - 
a  message  transmitting  Uie  oorrespondenoe 

asked  for 

copies  of  the  documents  on  the  subject  of  • 

Wright,  Major  Clinton,  letter  from,  to  General 
Gaines  --•*... 
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Y. 


Teas  and  Nays,  on  the  final  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution to  admit  Illinois  -        -        .        •    311 
on  amending  the  resolution  concerning  the 
Bank 385 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  half-pay  Pen- 
sion bill         .*«...    394 

on  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  widows 
ofmiUtia 387 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Fife. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  extend  fat 

a  further  term  certain  penaioBS  -  -  ST 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  tbe  eaoM  -  4K 
on  recommitting  the  same  with  instniciioas  4B 
on  the  final  pacsage  of  the  same  -.      -   411 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  tbe  bene- 
fit of  Dufonr  and  aseoeiatea     -        -       •   IT 
on  the  question  of  its  passage     -        -       -  49 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  rdirf  of 

E.  Stevens  and  others    -         -         -        •   4S 
on  the  appropriation  for  military  roads        •   iU 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Military  Appro- 
priation bUl   -        -        -         .         .        .  5S 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  resolution  concerning  tbe 
execution  of  Arbutbnot  -         -        -       •  IlX 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  tbe 

Whole  in  the  caae  of  Ambrister  -  -  IIX 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  qneitk>n  iir 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  resolution  -  -  -  •  IIS 
on  amending  the  item  of  appropiiatiaa  finr 

the  Cumberland  road  •  -  •  •  Had 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bin  to  in- 
crease certain  salaries  •  -  -  -  UK 
on  the  final  paasage  of  the  same  -  •  IIM 
on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  WilIiamB*s  reso- 
lution to  reduce  the  Army  -  •  -116 
on  Mr.  TuUmadge's  motion  to  amend  the 

Missouri  bill ISU 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -        •       -  ISlS 
on  amending  the  Arkansas  bill    1237, 1238, 1339 
on  recommitting  the  same  ...  itH 

on  amending  the  Missoiiri  bill  -        -  1273,  VS9 
on  concurring  in  the  rejection  of  the  leaolB- 

tion  to  repeal  the  Bank  charter      -       -  HII 
on  concurring  in  the  rejection  of  Mr.TiiaH 

ble's  motion  for  a  9eire  faeioM       -       -  1^^ 
on  Mr.  Johnson's  motion  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion to  the  Bank  bill      -        ...  1414 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  biU    •       -14^ 
on  tho  Senate  resolution  to  amend  the  Cea- 
stittttion        ......  1490 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Missooii 

biU 1431 

on  concurring  in  the  Senators  amendaent 

to  the  same 1434 

on  adhering  to  the  rejection  of  the  Senaie'i 

amendment  -        -        .        ...  14X 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Senate  biD  to 
establish  a  new  land  oflloe  in  Illinois     -  1^1 
Yoang,  Major  W.,  copy  of  a  note  to,  from  Got- 
ernor  Maxot  -        -        -        .       .       • 

Z. 

Znniga,  Manrioio  de,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  lo 

General  Jackaon    ....  igSi,  SS^ 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A.  Ptge. 

Iditional  Agent  for  paying  Pensions,  ui  act  to 
authorize  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  appoint 
an,  in  the  State  of  TenneMee         -        -  S581 

labama  Territoiy,  an  act  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  goT- 
emment S498 

Deghany  Mountains,  a  bill  to  establish  a  jadi- 

cial  district  in  Virginia,  west  of  the        -  8476 

rhansas,  an  act  to  establish  the  Territory  of    -  2508 

nnstrong.  General,  an  act  directing  payment  of 
certain  hills  drawn  by,  in  favor  of  Wil- 
liam Morgan 8488 

B. 

ink  of  the  United  States,  an  act  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
sabscribers  to  the  -  -  .  .  -  2581 
a  joint  resolution  anthorizing  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  examine  into 
the  proceedings  of  the,  free  of  postsge    -  8550 

oundaries  of  Districts,  dec,  an  act  to  designate 

the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana    -  8588 

C. 

lerks,  an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 

Department  of  War       -        ...        .  8473 
(See  Prooideni  Auoeiation  of.) 

oasUng  Trade,  an  act  suppkniantaiy  to  th*  act 

concerning  the      .        .        .        ^        .  2501 

ioins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Spain,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
regulating  the  currency  within  the  United 
States  of  the  gold,  dec.  ....  2536 

*reek  Nation,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  oer. 
tain  lands  reserved  to  certain  chiefs,  war- 
riors, dcc^  of  the    .        -        -        -        -  8486 

D. 

leaf  and  Dumb,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Connecticut  Asylum  for  the  -        >        >  8513 

documents,  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 

transmission  of  certain,  free  of  postage   -  8549 

E. 

Sastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the 8408 

Srrors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  Land 
Offices,  an  act  providing  for  the  correc- 
tion of 8536 

F. 

false  Entries  for  the  benefit  of  Drawback,  an  act 

to  provide  additional  penalties  for  -        -  8490 

fatigue  Duty,  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 

Army  when  employed  in        -        -        -  8496 

fire  Engines,  dbo.,  an  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of 8536 

florida.  East  and  West,  an  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  take  possession  o(  and  to 
establish  a  temporary  government  therein  8634 

forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  to  suspend  for  a  lim- 
ited time  the  sale  or,  for  failure  to  complete 
payments,  Ac.      .....  8580 


G.  Page. 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 
"     the  support  o£  for  the  year  1819    >        -  8506 

H. 

Half-pay  Pensions,  an  act  extending  the  term  o( 

in  certain  cases 8513 

I. 

Illinois,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  exeeution 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 

the  State  of 8614 

an  act  granting  a  donation  of  land  to  the 
Stata  of,  for  the  seat  of  government  of  said 

State 8585 

a  joint  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of 
the  State  of,  into  the  Union  >        .        .  8548 

Imported  Salt,  an  act  in  addition  to  and  altera- 
tion of  an  act  laying  a  duty  on,  granting 
a  bounty  on  pickled  fish,  Soc.  -        -        .  8531 

Indiana,  an  act  respecting  the  location  of  certain 
sections  of  land  to  be  granted  for  the  seat 
of  government  in  the  State  of       -        -  8586 

Indian  Tribes,  an  act  making  provision  for  the 

civilization  of  certain     ....  8587 

Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  regulating  paymente 

to  .1 8584 

Invalid  Peniions,  an  act  concerning  ...  8587 

J. 

Jefferson  County,  Virginia,  an  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  convey  a  lot  of 
land  in  ......  8538 

Jervey,  Thomas  Hall,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -  8490 

K. 

Kenzie  and  Forsyth,  an  act  for  the  relief  of       -  8490 
Kinsley,  Adam,  Thomas  French,  and  Charies  8. 

Leonard,  an  act  for  the  relief  of     -        >  8487 

L. 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
removal  of  the,  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
Capitol 8478 

Lightiiouses,  Beacons,  and  Buoys,  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  building,  erecting,  and  placing, 
d^ 8546 

Louisiana,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State 
o(p  and  Territory  of  Missouri  .        -        .  8587 

M. 

Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  an 

act  to  incorporate  the    -        -       -       -  8480 

Michigan  Territory,  an  act  authorizing  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from       -  8479 

Military  Land  Warranto,  an  act  allowing  further 
time  to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating 
of 8491 

Mtlitaxy  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  tiio,  dtc.         -        -        -        -  8473 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  tiie  year 
1819  fertile 8476 

Military  Sites,  an  act  authorizing  tho  sale  of 

certain 8681 
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N.  Page. 

Naming  Venela  in  the  Navj,  a  joint  reaolation 

declaring  the  manner  of        -        -.        -  %W% 

Nary,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  nip- 
port  of  the,  for  the  Tear  1819  -        -        -2482 

Kew  Orleans ,  an  act  for  aujoating  claimi  to  land, 

dbc,  in  the  diatricta  east  of  the  bland  of  2639 

North  Carolina,  a  joint  resolntion  directing  a 

■nrrey  of  certain  parti  of  the  coast  of     -  2649 

P. 

Passenger  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  regulating  2496 

Patents,  an  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
cireoit  ooorts  of  the  United  States,  to  cases 
arising  nndei  the  law  relating  to    -        •  2478 

PennsjWania,  an  act  concerning  the  Westsm 

District  court  of 2474 

r  Piracy,  an  act  to  protect  commerce  and  to  pon* 

ish  the  crime  of     -        -        -        •        -  2624 

Poirevy  If.,  an  act  making  preTiaion  for  the 

claim  of 2490 

Post  Offioa  Establishment,  an  act  to  repeal  pait 
of  an  act,  in  addition  to  an  act  regnlating 
the 2648 

Post  Boads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  2616 

Preble^  Commodore  Bdward,  an  act  to  aothoriae 
the  distribntion  of  a  snm  of  money  among 
the  representatiTss  of,  and  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Sjren  ....  2476 

Printing  of  Congvess,  joint  resolutions  diraeting 
Uie  manner  in  which  the,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, dec 2660 

ProTident  Association  of  Clerks,  dec,  an  act  to 

incorporate  the 2482 

Public  AooDunts,  an  act  supplsmentaiy  to  the 
•act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  ssttkmsnt 
of 2491 

Pvblic  Bmldiaga,  an  act  making  appropriations 

for  the,  &e 2626 

R. 

Bolinquishment  of  Bounty  Lands,  an  act  con- 
cerning the  allowance  of  pensions  upon  a  2686 


hga 

Ring,  Hannah,  and  others,  an  act  §ast  the  nlisf 

of       • !5U 

RockyiUe  and  Washington  Tumpiko  Company* 
an  act  to  authoriac  the,  to  extend  their 
rosd  through  the  INstriel  of  Cohimbia   -  Ml! 

8. 

Salaries  of  certain  Officers  of  the  Goternmen^ 
an  act  to  increase  the     .... 

Seybert's  Statistical  Annals,  and  Pitkin's  Cem- 
mercial  Statistics,  a  joint  reeolntion  far 
the  distribution  of  the  former,  and  direefr* 
ing  the  latter  to  be  deposited  in  the  Li- 
brary    -        -        -        -        ... 

Slave  Trade,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  a^  ps^ 

hibiting  the  -       -       -        -        -      -  S5<f 

Steamboats,  an  act  authorising  the  Postasstw 
General  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail, 
between  New  Orleane  and  Lonieville^ia  -  ISli 

Stuart,  Phmbe,  an  act  for  the  relief  or  -Wi 

T. 

Tonnage  and  Discriminating  Dntics,  an  act  ia 

addition  to  the  act  concerning       •       -  SaB 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  sa  act 
to  continue  in  force  for  a  fnrthsr  tiaM 
the  act  establishing        -        -       .       •  SSK 

Treasury  Notes  lost  or  destroyed,  an  act  to  au- 
thorize payment  in  certain  cases  en  se- 
count  of        -        -        -        ...  UTS 

Turner,  Thomas,  an  act  conceminff  the  hsiis  sad 

legateee  of MIB 

V. 

Yienae,  M .  do,  an  act  makiog  piotisien  fiv  At 
daim  of        -       •        •        ... 

W. 

Washiflfloa,  an  act  auppkmantal  to  the  act  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  Gi^  of  - 

Washington  Tucapike  Company,  of  M aiylsad, 
an  acteopplemental  le  tha  act  ts  aatborw 
lie  the,  to  extend  their  road,  Ac.  -       -  ^Sli 

Wines,  an  act  to  regulate  the  dnties  ea  csrtiia  tS6 
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